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DIAL DOWN
AND PAY UP

by Kim Moody

Last week Jimmy Carter asked the
American people to sacrifice. And
sacrifice you will!.

There will be taxes on oil and
~gasoline, and price increases for
- natural gas and coal. Car prices—up.

You will pay for the taxes on oil ‘and

gasoline, as well as for the numerous
other price increases on these
sources of energy.

You will also pay for the never-end-
ing price increases that will hit other
industrial products as maufacturers
pass their higher costs on to you.

Two weeks ago, you sacrificed
Carter’s promised $50 tax rebate.
Now you know w)\¥ So he could
promise it to you again, this time as a
rebate on gas taxes, to make this
week’s sacrifice less painful.

But don’t spend this one before you
get it either. For even if you do get it,
it will not cover the incre®ed costs
you are going to face as a result of
this year’s energy rip-off.

And anyway, you're only getting it so
you can hand it over to some giant oil
company.

And that’s what it’s all about. You
get a declining standard of living and
the energy companies get a “‘fair’’ —
that is, rising—profit.

Jimmy Carter wanted you to believe he stood above 3

the ‘‘special interests.’”” Big opposition was
predicted from the energy and auto corporatlons
when Jimmy asked them to sacrifice.

But when the details had been announced, big
business responded mildly and even expressed
support.

o General Motors Chairman Thomas Murphy said
he supported the plan..

e Frank lkard, President of the National Petro!eum
Institute, said he agreed with Carter’s approach to

conservation and was pleased with the proposal to

let prices rise with costs.
e Carl Bagge, President of the National Coal Asso-

ciation, had a few criticisms, but said his industry § :

would work with t
implement the plan.

When this cast of haract
reason to suspect t at thegr wi
of the sacrificing. !
Indeed, the oil, naturahsasra’ndeo&mdustnes will
all get price increases. This, in spite of the fact that §
prices and profits for these industries have risen
astronomically in ’ghe past few years.

The auto makers are satisfied too. Big car
production will be hit. This trend was established
before Carter became President. But big rebates
for small. cars will allow the companies to- raise
prices and step up profits.

They get to raise prices, you get to dial down and
shell out. a
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How real is
the energy.
crisis? See

How the
plan hurts
' auto
workers.
See page 2.
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by Kim Moody and Karen Kaye

PRESIDENT CARTER has asked
the American people to make
‘‘painful sacrifices’” to prevent ‘‘a
national catastrophe.”” He warns
that “‘the oil and natural gas we
rely on. . . are running out.”

Before accepting painful sacri-
fices with a smile, we must ask first
if Carter is right about the energy
crisis.

Carter admitted that ‘‘some of
you may doubt that we face real
energy shortages.'" And with good
reason. .

* The energy crisis of 1973
ended as soon as the gas compan-
ies succeeded in raising prices from
about 35c a gallon to 60c and more
today.

e It is now generally known that
fuel companies planned this
winter’'s fuel crisis by failing to
develop gas reserves for years.
Then they blackmailed the public
for higher prices. Even during the
winter they - withheld existing
reserves.

Is this new energy crisis any dif-

——

THE

Auto workers will be hit the
hardest by the ‘‘sacrifices’ in
Carter's energy program.

The auto makers claim it
takes fewer workers to produce
small cars. If the Big Three are
forced to cut back on production
of ‘‘gas guzzlers’’, they will use
this as an excuse to lay off
thousands of workers.

Whole plants, such as Chry-
- sler’'s Jefferson Assembly which
makes Imperials, may close.

Thomas Murphy, Chairman
of General Motors, announced
Thursday that he supported
Carter’s plan. A GM spokesman
told Workers' Power, ‘‘We can
make as large a profit with small
cars as with large if the volume
is big enough. Also we can add
other touches to make, the car
more attractive to the buyef."’
(And increase the cost!)

Th rebate on fuel-efficient
cars is proposed only for those
made in the U.S. and Canada.
Rebates on foreign cars would
depend on treaties not yet
negotiated.

he agreement worked out
will certainly mean that the Big
Three can increase the price of
their smaller models by two or
three hundred dollars and still
be competitive with Toyota and
Volkswagen. So thie auto com-

panies really have little to
complain abgut.
What is the United Auto

Workers leadership saying a-
bout this plan that may well
throw thousands of their mem-
bers on the street?

- In the words of one Regional
Director, ‘‘| worked hard to get
Carter elected, and | don't see

uhy we should get all excited

For auto workers 1
energy policy is_

JOB
GUZZLER

about this little energ); program
now."'

PLAYING DEAD

Doug Fraser, who will be-
come president of the UAW
next month, appeared on the
Morning Show on April 20. He
said, ‘‘We believe there should
be equality of sacrifice. Neither
the auto industry nor auto
workers are ., immune from
it. .. .We must bear our share of
the sacrifice."’

Have the UAW leaders ever
heard of ways to save some of
the jobs that will be ‘‘sacri-
ficed”’ —like H?hling speedup
and overtime? If so, they aren’t
letting on.

In other words, the UAW s
going toroll oveg and play dead.

raser is in no dariger of ‘‘sacri-
ficing’' his job. The UAW will
probably urge other unions to
cooperate with the President
and try to sell the energy plan to
their members too.

UAW  President Leonard
Woodcock was one of the first
labor leaders to endorse Carter
for President. The UAW spent
millions of dollars to get Carter
elected. Jimmy is addressing
the international UAW Conven-
tion in Los Angeles next month.

Carter promised Woodcock an
important government position
in exchange for his support. The
word is that Wobdcock will be
sent to head the U.S. mission in
China.

Now Woodcock, Fraser and
the rest of the UAW hierarchy
are making sure they do notMr[\g
to blowiit.

Jenny Singer !

ferent? Take a look at Carter’s
facts.

OIL RESERVES

He cited a CIA survey of world
oil production that says world oil
reserves will run out at the end of
the 1980’s.

What the CIA report found is
that demand will exceed productive
capacity.

All that means is that oil compa-
nies will refuse to invest to expand
capacity unless profits are higher.
It doesn’t mean that the oil supply
isn’t big enough.

The CIA report only' considered
‘‘proven reserves.”’ But there are
still vast reserves that oil compa-
nies have not yet investigated.

There are also at least two
sources of energy that can never be
exhausted: solar energy and hydro-
electricity (water powered energy).

And there are enough known
coal reserves in the US to supply all
its energy needs for hundreds of
years, the New York Times reports.

ARTIFICIAL

Carter’s energy crisis is artificial
as far as Mother Nature goes. The
only real crisls is that the capitalist
need for profits often means that

ies don’t prod what

people need.

Middle East oil companies, for
instance, today find it more profit-
able to raise prices on existing oil
rather than to produce and sell
more oil.

U.S. companies are no different.
They will refuse to supply us with
fuel unless they get the profit they
need.

This is reality under’ capitalism,
just like it's reality that people
starve while American farmers are
paid not to grow crops.

Carter foresees a business crisis,
not a fuel crisis. And it’s a business
crisis that he is trying to solve with
his energy program. and gasoline. He will let prices on

The *‘cornerstone’’ of Carter's new natural gas and crude. oil €n
policy is conservation. An examina- u
tion of his. proposals shows that

they are aimed at helping U.S. big

business. Despite his talk of
equality, the ordinary citizen pays
and sacrifices the most.

HIGH PRICES

Carter’s proposal for conserva-
tion is to cut fuel consumption by
making energy more expensive
through taxes and price hikes.

He proposes taxes on crude oil

P-
Industry and commerce use the

Carter Fund Raiser Cleans
Up On Conservation

Jackson ‘‘Jack’' Stephens was one of Jimmy Carter’s major fund
raisers. Stephens owns Stephens, Inc., the nation’s 11th largest
brokerage firm, worth $80.8 million in equity. Stephens also owns
Stephens Production Co., which controls nearly one trillion cubic
feet of natural gas reserves.

r’s energy plan would raise the price of new gas shipped
interstate from $1.45 to $1.75 per 1000 cu. fi. Jimmy’s friend Jack

tands to make a pretty penny off this ‘‘conservation’ program. [

IS THE WORLD RUNNING
OUT OF FUEL
.. .or is it the high
cost of capitalism?

vast majority of crude oil and
natural gas.

When taxes and prices rise,
corporations "will simply pass the
increase on to the consumer, like
they always do when costs rise,
They raise the price of their own
products.

The consumer will also be paying
the taxes on gasoline and home
fuel. We have no one to pass it on
to.

Carter wants to replace oil use
with coal. He asks business to
convert to coal. However, it's quite
expensive to convert.

Some industries will pay their
fuel tax instead—and again, pass
the cost on to the consumer. New

J—plants may use <oal.

Coal prices have tripled since
1970. The coal industry has made it
clear that it will not expand
production unless it is allowed to
strip-mine the western plains
without having to meet strict
environmental standards. Ecology
cuts into profits.

If they must meet the standards,
they will raise prices further. We
can expect a ‘‘coal shortage crigis”’
in a few years when the coal
companies want price increases.

REAL SOLUTION

What would a real solution to

“energy problems look like?

The™ energy resources of the
world are controlled by a handful of
rich and powerful people.

No jumble of taxes, ‘‘incen-
tives,’” and rebates is going to end
the man-made crises that result
from production for profit and its
Siamese twin, the withholding of
production to jack up profits.

The first step for any serious
plan in the U.S. would be the
nationalization of the entire energy
industry. This step would remove
energy production from the short-
ages and waste of profit seeking.

Nationalization would  allow
national energy planning. It would
open such planning to public influ-
ence.

But nationalization alone would
not solye the problem. The rest of
the system would still be driven by
production for profit. :

The entire population of this

planet is affected by the production
and use of emergy resources. By

right and necessity, the peoples of

the world must have a say in how
these respurces are used.

This could only be accomplished
under a world-wide system of

democratic planning. This system

is international socialism. 4
The alternatives to socialism

grow more costly and hazardous
each year. O
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Mayor Jackson scabs

Atlanta Strikers
Fight City Hall

by Pam Walker

ATI.ANTA—Mayor Maynard
Jackson did not show at Friday
night’s Braves game here. Those
who attended saw a large banner
unfurled stating, ‘‘Maynard Jack-
son’s word is garbage.”

The banner spoke for ci
workers on strike here since
28 for a 50c an hour raise.

The strikers, members of
AFSCME Local 1644, had let it be
known they were coming to the
game in force to boo the mayor.

So far Jackson has made the
strikers no offer at all. Instead, he
has fired them all repeatedly, some
five or six times, and has hired
scabs into their jobs.

Jackson's massive strikebreak-
ing efforts have seriously weaken-
ed the strike. The union estxmftes

The union Is now p
they call the biggest march tlanh
has ‘ever seen for Saturday, Apd]

The union hopes that Saturday’s
march on city hall will dramatize
their situation and make their

it ty support ibl

Up tl]l now ‘most community
leaders who have spoken out,
including Martin Luther King Sr.,
have endorsed the Mayor. But the
strikers have wide support in the
black working class.

Organizers of the march also
expect buses of supporters fmm
Memphis. It was in Memphis nine
years ago that Martin Luther ng

Memphis strikers.

The Saturday march may be
muted to” pass and stop at the
Ch ce The
Chamber of Commerce and other
businessmen’s groups are calling
the shots in the black mayor’s
attempt to break this strike.

UNION-BUSTING

This white power structure wants
desperately to attract new business
and industry to the Atlanta area.

One of Atlanta’s main attractions
for northetn companies is the lack
of unions and the resulting low
wages in the Atlanta area.

Business interests ‘want this
union b d and k good as a

Jr. was killed while org
city workers’ strike much like th!s
one.

Aﬂanh “city strikers all wear

that S00 of 1300 union mr
remain out.

by Elissa Clarke

ROMEO, Michigan — When
Susan Garrard, a high school coun-
selor, decided to have a baby last
year, she planned her pregnancy
carefully so the baby would be born
during summer vacation.

But the Romeo Board of Educa-
tion was not so obliging. The Board
forced pregnant teachers to take an
unpaid ‘‘maternity leave’’ after
eight months of pregnancy.

ding, “I Am A Man.”

Thnt was also the slogm of the

Susan ('ia rrard.

““Under our contract,” Garrard
told Workers’ Power, ‘‘a man can
get paid sick leave to accompany
his wife during labor—but a
woman can’t get sick leave to have
the baby!”

In order to have the birth covered
by the health plan, the teacher has
to assume payment of the
premiums.

If the leave runs into summer
vacation, , teachers have to pay
premiums throughout the summer

lesson to other working people in
Atlanta.

Support from other unions has
been slow in coming. CWA, UAW
and TWU have indicated support.

e ege

STRI(E O srRiKg

FOR
| mmn

'AGE

Atianta city workers—still

But apparently they are waiting for
clearance from the Central Labor
Council before providing real aid.
The CLC itself is reportedly waitin,
for the go-ahead.from AFL-CI
President George Meany.

AFSCME International has be-
gun an intensive nation-wide
publicity campaign on the strike.

The union’s strategy is to hurt
Jackson’s national reputation as a
liberal, pro-labor Black mayor.

They feel that his ambitions are
for a national appointment of some
kind.

While exposure of Jackson's sell-
out policies are to the good, it is the
white power structure that is the
real enemy.

. with national participation.

50!5

out after three woeeks on strike.

gresent the union’s position is
that the strikers will return to work
and negotiations will resume if the
mayor will agree to take back all
strikers with dp reprisals, recrim-
inations or loss in seniority- or
benefits.

The mayor’s position is that he
wants to pick who will be rehired.

The union has rejected that offer
as a strike-busting, union busting
one.

“‘We all went out together, and
-we’re all going back together or
we're not going back at all,”’ the
strikers say.

The union is also planning a
bigger demonstration Pr May 7,
O

Teacher Protests Maternity Policy

*Women can
work and have

—at a cost of about $100/month.
Garrard thought the policy was
unfair.
“Women' can -work and have
babies, too.” she said. ;
When she pointed out to the
Board that they would have to pay
unemployment benefits if they
forced teachers to take a leave,
they reversed their position on this.
Garrard was permifted to work
through the school year, and
delivered her daughter, Robin, two

High Court Ruling
A Field Day For Bosses

Employers are having a field day
with the Supreme Court decision on
maternity benefits.

In December, the Supreme Court
ruled that employers could exclude
pregnancy benefits from their
. health coverage without being
guilty of sex discrimination.

Many states have laws which
require pregnancy benefits for
companies within those states.
New York is such a state, but the
law has not kept employers from
breaking it. And usually they get
away with it.

Marsha Spinowitz is an em-
ployee of the Brooklyn Union Gas
Company. The Company denied
Spinowitz maternity benefits for
the birth of her second child.

Now, Brooklyn Union Gas
Company knows damn well that
under the law they cannot exclude

maternity benefits. The reason
they are so aware of the law is
because Marsha Spinowitz won a
suit against them when they denied
her benefits for the birth of her first

child
STATE LAW UPHELD

At that time, the New York State
Court of Appeals upheld the state’s
Human Rights Law in a decision on
December 22, 1976 (two weeks
after the Supreme Court decision).

The New York Court commented
at that time, ‘‘The determination of
the Supreme Court, while mstruc-
tive, is not binding on our court.”

But Brooklyn Union Gas is
conveniently forgetting the law.
And saving themselves a bundle.

Women are forced to fight for

their rights as individuals—

through “court cases that take
months, or years, and lots of
money.

On April 14, a demonstration
was called at the Brooklyn Union
Gas Company’s main offices by the

-Campaign to End Discrimination

Against Pregnant Workers.

The Campaign is dedicated to
fighting the Supreme Court decis-
ion. They hope that the Hawkins-
Williams Bill, introduced in the
House and Senate, will pass
Congress, thus overturning the
reactionary Supren;i Court  de-
cision.

Meanwhile, no one knows how
many women are getting cheated
out of their maternity benefits like

Marsha Spinowitz—even -when
their benefits are ‘guaranteed’ lg
law.

E. Clarke

days after school let out.
However, the Romeo teachers’
contract specifically excludes preg-
nancy from health coverage, saying
that it is not a disability.
Garrard started domg some

~research.

She discovered that guidelines
set up under the federal Education
Act (Title 9), allow school em-
ployees to use paid sick leave,
rather than unpaid maternity leave,
to have their babies.

Garrard filed a suit on behalf of
herself and other female employees
of the Romeo school system. She
charged sex discrimination under
Title 9 of the Education Act.

The Education Act is adminis-
tered under a set of guidelines by
the U.S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare (HEW). In
response to Garrard’s suit, HEW
threatened to cut off $115.000 in
aid to the Romeo school district
unless they reversed their goliQ' on
maternity leaves.

tOURT OVERRULES

But the school administration
appealed to the U.S. District Court.
On April 7, Judge John Feikens
ruled against Susan Garrard and
HEW. He said that Title 9 is meant
to apply only to students—not to
teachers.

He stated that the guidelines
were a broader interpretation of the
1972 Education Act than Congress
had intended.

But when HEW drafted the
§uldelmes in 1975, Congress had

5 days in which to disapprove of
them. After that time penod they
went into effect.

babies, too.”

Jo Jacobs, Title Co-ordinator for
the State Department of Education
and a spokesperson for the
Michigan Education Association
(the union which represents the
Romeo teachers) commented on
the court’s ruling.

¢‘Congress had ample opportuni-
ty to remove the guldelines. Since
they did not do that, it seems te me
it was their intent to keep that*in
Title 9,” she said.

SUPREME COURT

Feikens’ ruling comes in the
wake of the December Supreme
Court decision on maternity bene-
fits. The Supreme Court ruled then
that employers could deny coverage
for pregnancy without violating
Title VII of the Civil Right Act.

Before, both Title 9 ofthe Educa-
tion Act and Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act were interpreted to
define pregnancy as a temporary
disability. Pregnant women could
expect to get disability pay under
employers’ disability plans.

eiken’s ruling, coupled with the
Supreme Court decision, leaves
teachers and other women workers
with no maternity protection—
except what has-been won in union
contracts.

Patricia Cuzz Siles, Director of
the Michigan Women's Commis-
sion, said, “‘This ruling, together
with the Supreme Court ruling, is
going to put us back where we were
before there was  any women's
movement, any affirmative action,
any anything.”

HEW is’ expected to appeal the
decision, but has not yet made ar[:ly1
announcement.
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UAW
Local 47
Votes Up
New
Contract

by Neil Chacker, UAW Local 47

DETROIT—Workers at Chrys-
ler’s Detroit Forge, UAW Local 47,

grudgingly ratified a new local
contract 178 to 75.
The agreement was reached

April 14, 3%2 hours before a strike
deadline.

The ratification vote was rushed
through so quickly that many
workers never heard about it until
it was over. Previously, members
of Local 47 had twice rejected the
local agreement.

Apgarenlly, local officers felt
their best shot at'getting the agree-
ment ratified was to rush the vote
through before anyone had a
chance to speak out against it. A
local rank and file caucus, the
Coalition for a Good Local Agree-
ment, played the lead in mobillzing
the membership to vote against the
previous offers.

This time the Coalition did not
come out for rejection. In a leaflet
they pointed out the shortcomings
of the new contract, but concluded
that the current union leadership
was unlikely to come up with
anything better.

This contract passed mainly due
to the rumor that the UAW would
leave the plant without any local
agreement if it was rejected again.
This happened at Mound Road
Engine plant in 1973.

The new agreement is a slight
improvement over the previous
offers, but nothing outstanding. ..
considering that the union hadbeen
negotiating over the past eight
months. The main improvements

. made in this contract were in the’

areas of parking lot security, dual
supervision (workers will no longer
have to take orders from two fore-
men), facility maintenance, and
protective clothing. Slight gains
were made in the fight against
forced overtime.

COULDN’T BE DONE

The Coalition leaflet commented
on the gains: ‘““Even though the
Bargaining Committee told us that
lheY couldn’t re-open negotiations,
couldn’t put anything new on the
. table, and couldn’t set a strike
: deadline—they, with the Interna-

tional, went ahead and did it. As

we previously predicted, the
company was a lot more willing to
bargain when they were up agalnst

a strike.”’

The main source of dissatisfac-
tion with the contract is that it
fajled to resolve the much-hated
computerized absentee control
prggram

any workers are fed up with
the local officers. In the recent
elections to the UAW Convention,
the local officers- won only one
alternate seat. It seems likely that
there will be a drastic change of

officers at next year’s elections. O
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Communist Party Legal— Revolutio

IS SPAIN
FREE AT L

The Spanish Communist Party
won one of its longest, most
hard-fought battles. It has b

In the Basque country, in
northern Spain, a Basque Day
d tration v

a legal political party in Spain.

In return, the CP has agreed to
recognize the Spanish monarchy.
The top CP leader, Santiago
Carillo, says the Party will accept
this government *‘as long as it acts
in the interests of democracy.”

Does this, mean the Spanish
government is acting in the
interests of democracy today? The
Spanish CP may think so. But the
reality is far different.

Spanish political prisoners who
are charged with acts of violence
are still in prison. They were
excluded from an amnesty pro-
claimed recently by King Juan
Carlos.

MOSCOW AGENTS?

The far r(%hl Is trying to claim
the CP should be banned as the
agent of the Kremlin. But that’s
wa_F o mark.

he.Spanish CP happens to
be on rather’bad terms with
Moscow. As a matter of fact,
one - Spanish police official
claimed that the Russlans gave
him files on 300 active Spanish
Communists, in exchange for
information on American.bases
in Spain. G

The real reason the far right
wants the Communist Party to
remain outlawed is that _the
fascists want every organized
activity of workers to be crushed
out of existence.

And the government’s reason
for legalizing the CP is that
King Juan Carlos and Prime
Minister Suarez want the CP's
support for their rigged elec-
tions, where one vote from
conservative rural districts will
have -as much weight as the
votes of about ten workers.

broken up with
massive tear gas and hundreds of
new arrests. Workers and Basque
nationalists are still being killed by
police for demanding indepen-
dence.

FAR LEFT BANNED

But the same government that is
carrying out these acts of repres-
sion has just decided to legalize the
Communist Party. The CP can now
openly recruit, run in elections and
operate freely as a political party in
trade unions and workers” commis-
sions.

In part, the government's
decision is a concession to a
growing working class movement.
Trade union activities, moderate
socialist parties, and now the
Communist Party “are gradually
being allowed.

But Spain’s labor movement is
still a long way from winning real
political freedom. While the
Spanish Communist Party is legal,
far-left groups of revolutionary
workers are still banned. '

Yet on the extreme right,
terrorist organizations like the
Warriors of Christ the King bomb
union offices-and theaters with few
real restrictions.

Why did a right-wing repressive
government finally agree to legalize
the Communist Party for the first
time since 1939? The answer tells
you a lot about what the Spanish
CP stands for.

The CP has a large working class
base through its activity in unions
and workers’ commissions. It
wants to use that base to win a
place within the framework of
middle-class, liberal and pro-
business parties in Spain.

regime.

The Spanish CP had every right
to struggle for its democratic right
to exist as a legal party. But to gain
legality, the CP leadership agreed
to recognize the Spanish monarchy
as a genuinely democratic govern-
ment.

This means that the Communist
Party, for its own purposes, has
agreed to accept the repression of
revolutionary workers and other
anti-government forces like the
Basque nationalists. . ’

The CP may still speak out
againgt.repression, but it will keep
its criticisms carefully within the
bounds of its general pro-govern-
ment position.

This betrayal may not succeed in

The Spanish Communist Party is celebrating its legal victory. But
revolutionary workers’ groups are still banned by the Spanish

protecting the CP from later repres-
sion. Already, the extreme right is
mobilizing to force the government
to overturn the decision.

Just a few months ago, five labor
lawyers associated with the CP
were machine-gunned to death in
their office.

But the Communist Party be-
lieves it will be able to keep its new
legal position, by helping the
gov in the d d
of organized Spanish workers for
wage Increases to meet galloping
inflation.

Probably, the Spanish govern-
ment.also hopes that a legalized CP
will be able to prevent the growth
of a powerful revolutionary left. [

For the Profiteers, Vietham
Was Such A Beautiful War

Some of the downtrodden,
oppressed victims of the war in
Vietnam are fighting back. They

No. Try Again.

OK. It must be some of the

are d g rep (repay-
ments) for the wrongs and
damages Iinflicted on them during
the conflict.

A spokesman for one of the
victims stated: '‘We are not ready
to forgive and ferget. We are
deeply interested in getting paid.’’

Who do you think made this
statement?

COMMUNISTS?

No doubt, it was a representative
of the Communist government of
Vietnam, demanding that the U.S.
government pay for the billions of
dollars damage it caused by
bombing dikes, flooding fields,
wiping out villages, factories and
hospitals, and defoliating jungles.

Right? .

No, it wasn't that at all. Guess
again.

Well then, maybe it was a

representative of thousands of
Vietnamese political prisoners who
were permanently crippled in
South Vietnamese ‘‘tiger cage'’
prisons and who want the United
States to compensate them for their
broken lives?

g who fled from South
Vietnam at the end of the war,
including political leaders and
wealthy businessmen, who say the
U.S. Is responsible for losing the
war and want some money to start
over again. Right?

e Rl
Who were the vict
Oil companies?

No. One more guess!

Well, it was probably some
American servicemen who lost
years of their lives in the war,
maybe came home crippled and
now can’t find jobs or find any way
to feed their families. Are they the
ones suing for damages?

Wrong, wrong, wrong again.

Give up? Then we'll tell you.

S = TS

ims of the Vietnam war—these children, or Amrlcﬁn
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The spokesman demanding da-
mages from the war is ' named
Frank Zingaro. He is an official of
— the Caltex oil corporation!

Caltex Is a consortium (combined
operation) of Standard Oll of
Californla and Texaco. During the
war It held contracts to supply fuel
to the U.S. Army, the Saigon
regime and the civilian economy of
South Vietnam. It was one of the
largest of the war profiteers who
made hundreds of millions In
profits from the war.

Caltex says it lost $15 or $20
million in oil distribution facilities
and- other investments when the
war ended. It Is demanding that the
government of Vietnami repay it for
these losses.

Among other things, Caltex
wants to be repaid for the loss of
“‘our executives’ villas in Saigon"'!

Actually, Caltex is only one of
several U.S. corporations demand-
ing payment_from Vietnam. Ano-
ther is Chase-Manhattan bank,
which wants to be compensated for
its fortified military bank structure
it built in Saigon to help finance the
war.

Can you believe this? It's all

.true. And the capitalists who could

do this are capable of any other
atrocity you could ever imagine. O




Southern Africa Solidaritx—Auslin, Atlanta, Los Angeles

SUPPORT THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS!

AUSTIN—Tapson Mawere is 46.
He is the official North American
representative of ZANU, the
Zimbabwe African National Union.

ZANU is the left wing of the
Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) national
liberation struggle. It represents
the great majority of the guerilla
forces. .

Tapson Mawere goes about the
United States telling people about
the struggle and requesting sup-
plies for the Zimbabwean guerillas.
He spent a week in Ausin, Texas,
meeting and speaking from morn-
ing to night.

His first meeting was in a large
lecture hall at the University of
Texas. People came early to wait
for him.

He introduced himself to every-
one interested in meeting him, and
thanked each person for coming.

There were rsome announce-
ments, including one about the

Is
Apartheid
Legitimate?
Ask
Uncle
Sam. . ..

\

The United States government .

. made it very clear last week
where it stands on the issue of
South Africa.

The State Department issued a
statement that official U.S. policy
considers South Africa’s govern-
ment legitimate and legal.

The statement was made to
‘‘correct’ the American ambas-
sador to the United Nations,
Andrew- Young. Young, in an
interview, answered ‘‘Yes’’ when
a reporter asked him if* he
considered the South African
government ‘‘illegitimate.””

Jimmy Carter backed up the
State Department position with
his own statement, saying:
“South Africa has a legally
constituted government and is a
stabilizing force in the southern
part of that continent.’’

Is the South African govern-
ment legitimate or not? Maybe it
all depends on how you look at it.

LEGITIMATE MURDER?

Is it legitimate that 80% of all
South Africans, the 20 million
black majority, have no vote or
any other political rights?

Is it legitimate that the South
African government’s policies
mean forcing hundreds of thou-
sands of blacks every year out of
their homes, and into desolate
rural-‘‘Bantustan’’ areas?

Is it legitimate that in some of
these Bantustan areas, up to 80%
of black children suffer severe
malnutrition and brain dallmage?

Southern Africa Liberation Action
Committee  (SALAC), a local
liberation support group here in
Austin. Then Tapson began to
speak.

COLONIZED

‘‘Comrades, friends,’’ he began.
He talked about how well the
freedom fighters are doing in the
war. The government is losing
control of an ever-expanding area.
Three weeks ago the Rhodesian
Army admitted there is growing
insubordination by . the Black
soldiers, who are two-thirds of the
Army.

He talked about the 400 U.S.
corporations in southern Africa,
motivated by high profits. He said
an American auto worker makes at
least $200 a week. A Black auto
worker in Salisbury is paid $10 a
week.

He asked for support. ‘‘You have
to remember the role all of you
students played in the Vietnam
War. The Krugerrand (South
Africa’s gold coin) has been
stopped by American groups in
several cities."

He asked for clothing, shoes,
medical supplies, money, tampax
for the 7000 female guerillas. He
told about the ground fleas, “‘that
jigger flea is a devil.”

The larvae burrow into the soles
of the feet, causing terrible worms
and pain. Shoes can prevent its at-
tack.

After his speech there were
questions. He was asked about the

moderate Zimbabwean leader,
Muzorewa.
“Any child knows that to call

yourself a moderate these days is a
disgrace. Muzorewa may
d and strengthened, but if

he puts himself into the camp of
Smith, he’ll be a target liké Smith.

‘‘He’s a Bishop. We hope he has
a conscience. We have told him to
stick to the pulpit.’’

ROUND-UPS

Mawere spoke to many different
types of gl;oups, religious, political,
curious; Black, white, mixed. At a
SALAC meeting he said, ‘‘Ten
dollars can support a freedom
fighter for a whole month.”

He told how the government has
been rounding up civilians into
‘protective villages' called keeps
(concentration camps).

“The curfew lasts from 4 pm to
10 am.. Curfew breakers can be
shot, so many people are fleeing to
Mozambique, 52,000 so far.

“‘They run away with only the

be. clothes they are wearing. They

need all sizes of clothing."’

Protest hits Davis Cup

LOS ANGELES— Over 500
people disrupted the serenity
and complacency of a nattily
dressed tennis crowd to demon-
strate April 16 against the

resence of South Africa in the
avis Cup matches.

The demonstration was or-
8an|zed by the Ad Hoc
ommittee to Stop the DAvis
Cup Match, which members of
the ll:n nt"eénational Socialists help-
uild.
Although the match was not
stopped, the noise from the loud

black workers in Soth African
auto plants $25 or $30 a week.

In fact, the worse black
unemployment and misery gets,
the more workers there are for
Ford and General Motors to hire
at these wages.

And that is why American
government policy is that South
Africa’s government is a legiti-
mate, loyal and trusted U.S. ally.

But in that case, why is Andrew
Young allowed to make state-
ments thoat seem to say the exact

te?

None of this happ
South Africa is a poor country. It

PY
\

arid spirited chants was heard
quite clearly on the courts. The
chants ranged from ‘‘What's
the Word? Johannesburg!'’ to
“‘U.S. Out of South Africa—
South Africa Out of the Cup!"’

Two men ran out and
splashed motor oil on the courts
during the match, delaying play
for 40 minutes.

Though these two brothers
were not affillated with the
demonstration, money was col-
Lo.ctod on the picket line for their

very popular in black Africa,
where the Carter Administration
badly wants friends. So Andrew
Young, who is Carter’s most
prominent black appointee, is
llowed to make about
South Africa that sound more
anti-apartheld than the real U.S.

But‘ma.ke no mistake, Andrew
Young knows who he is fronting

' The previous Wednesday, a
few pickets from the same
Committee were able tomake it
out to the San Pedro docks on
short notice, to picket the Ned
Llogd Kingston, a ship loaded
with South African goods. The
dock workers (ILWU Local 13)
immediately stopped work.
They resumed unloading only
after cops were able to clear the
small group off the docks, and a
union business agent arrived
and ordered the dockers back to
work. [m]

Brad Black

SALC Wins One

DETROIT—Saturday, April 16,
about 20 members of the Southern
African Liberation Committee here
forced a Farmer Jack to remove Del
Monte sardines from one of their
stores. Farmer Jack is a major local
supermarket chain.

The Committee had aﬁprmhod
the storg manager and asked him to

the sardines earller in the

for. He can South
Africa’s policies every day of the
week. But he has also.pledged
that as Jimmy Carter’s U.N.
ambassador, he will veto any

r
day. He refused, and so a picket
line - was mﬂ up. The SALC
explained what happened and sked
the publie not to s

p at the store.
For about an hour Committee

He spoke with pride of the help
from the West German left. Seven
land rovers, 500 wrist watches,
50,000 dollars.

In America, dockworkers are
demanding space on board ships
bound for Africa so that supplies
can be sent. §

Even mealtimes meant =more
questions. While Mawere ate he
was asked, “We saw on TV that
people are put in the keeps so they
won’t take food to the guerillas. Is
that effective?”’ :

He put down his fork, and
laughed softly. ‘‘No...no...no.
The guerillas are living in the
keeps.

“‘Our revolutionaries are very
well trained. And they have a lot of
support. Besides, the jungles of the
southeast are full of §ruit and wild

animals. How can they %&])
hungry?”’

—by Yvonne
A Vanishing
Species—

South African
Sardines In
Atlanta

by Jack Trautman

ATLANTA—The largest super-
market chain here has agreed to
stop carrying all sardines produced
in South Africa.

Food Giant management gave in
after the Southern Africa Libera-
tion Committee (SALC) picketed
two stores, forcing them to take the
sardines off the shelves.

The brands that will go include
Del Monte, Empress, Eatwell and
Martell.

The SALC ‘‘sardine campaign'’
is part of a nationwide effort of
Americans to stop US companies
from supporting the racist South
Africa government economically.

VICTORY

When Food Giant agreed to meet
with SALG, the Committee decided
to picket one more store ‘over the
preceding “weekend, to go into
negotiations on 'the basis of a
victory.

The SALC picket line of both
Blacks and whites was joined by
some members of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference.
Many customers, both Black and
white, turned away when told what
the issues were.

Management responded by call-
ing the police. The picketers
refused to leave.

Seeing that theywere getting
nowhere, management agreed fto
remove the Del Monte sardines.

But a Committee delegation
found another brand, clearly
labelled ‘‘packed in South Africa.”

When management refused to
remove it, the picket line contin-

ued.

Within 15 minutes, Food Glant’
conceded. The lollowing week the
entire chain agreed to keep the
ux?lnu off the shelves.

It should not be long before
South African sardines are no-
where to be found in Atlanta. O

March Against

Apartheid
BOSTON—Fight Apartheid
on May Day. ?‘“mblt Satur-
day, April 30 at Boston Common
across from the State House at
12 noon. March to a rally at
Arlington Streét. Church, at

POWER AND POLICY resolution that calls for expefing members chanted, and talked to corner of Arlington and Boyl-
hlPPml‘::“_"‘w"‘M &;g South Africa from the United the public about conditions .for | ston Streets l':'2 pm. ,
ates black poverty .ndl,mlm_ Partly, Young is making a  Nations. > Black workers under apartheid. smmd by the African
name for himsel% making speech- The American ruling class has  Finally Farmer Jack relented and | National Congress, the Boston
But these figures do not hurt es on African policy. But more  appointed Andrew Young into the r:.rnlo::d the sardines from their | Coalition to; !rtl'c. leol\;ﬂlt;rtlh:t
the profits made by American important, the Cartet Adminis- corridors of political power. His 8 %r;’o G tee had sod i Southern .'b ""‘“ Bnl'(ll:
corporations’ $2 billion invest- tration wants to look like a friend  job-as a black spokesman, is to turning away about a half of their PWI ‘“E""'."s“dwh ists. Down
ments in South Africa. No matter of justice and racial reform in  make the Carter Administration, pysiness in that time. As of [“with Raciem from Boston to
how many black children die, southern Africa. and its support for South Africa, \Wednesday the sardines remained | South Africal 0
Ford and GM can still pay their Young’s statements will be look “‘legitimate.”’ O  offthe shelves. =] <
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FARMWORKERS ON THE |

CALIFORNIA:
UFW eagle flies

- The United Farm Workers union
(UFW) has launched a major drive
to organize California farmworkers.

The union is off to a good start.
It won victorfes in 90% of the

elections held since the new
harvest season began.
The UFW has set itself a

two-year goal of bringing 100,000
California farmworkers under un-
ion contract. And its chances of
success are much better today.
Last month the UFW won its
long fight to stop the Teamsters
Union from signing sweetheart
contracts with the growers.

Union representation elections
are being held during the peak
harvest season in the various
growing areas. This is one of the
procedures set out by California’s
Agricultural Labor Relations Board
(ALRB).

NORTH

The harvest starts in the Imperial
Valley, near the Mexican border,
and moves north. The UFW has
done well there, particularly among
the asparagus workers. Four
thousand of them will be negotia-
ting UFW contracts now.

Since the middle of December,
the ALRB has held 29 representa-
tion elections, mostly in the
Imperial Valley. The UFW won 26;
**no union” was selected in two
cases, and a company union won
one.

The spring harvests are now

_moving into the Coachella Valley.

“‘We expect a lot of elections and
we expect to do well,”” says a UFW
staff member.

The first table grapes of the
season are harvested in the

Coachella Valley. So far, there have
been two elections there, with the
UFW winning both. One of these
was at the big David Freedman
ranch. This is one of the few grape
growers which never signed
Teamster sweetheart deal.

e

DETROIT—Teamster Local
299’s April cartage craft meeting
was turned into a circus in what
seemed to be a carefully rehearsed
show organized by President Bob

During the recent elections, the
farmworkers have experienced the
same sort of harassment they have
come to know so well: firings,
threats of firings, false promises
from the employers, and so on. But
the difference is that the UFW is
winning now.

UFW President Cesar Chavez
spoke to a rally recently in the town
of Coachella. He said, ‘‘The last
time we gathered here it was 1973,
and everyone was saying, ‘the
UFW is finished—the gr and

by Christie Nichols

AUSTIN—Ending a 440-mile
journey, 14 Texas farmworkers were
joined by several hundred suppor-
ters to march the last few miles to
the State Capitol building here on
April 3.

The farmworkers ranged in age
from young boys to a 106-year-old
woman who was finally persuaded
to finish the journey by car.

They walked 35 days, from their
homes in the Rio Grande Valley, to
show they are determined to get

the Teamsters have beaten us.’ **

There’s still a long road ahead.
The UFW’s boycott of grapes,
lettuce and Gallo wines continues
until the growers sign union

contracts.

The growers have not given up
fighting yet. But they are now very
well aware that the UFW has not
been beaten. O

ive bargaining rights.

The farmworkers are members of

the Texas Farmworkers Union, led
by Antonio Orendain.

The marchers came seeking
legislative support for a bill' that
would establish an Agricultural
Labor Relations Board similar to
that won by California farmworkets
two years ago.

Farmworkers also want the

repeal of the Texas *‘right to work’’
law that prohibits union shops.

The 35-day march ended with a
demonstration addressed in Span-
ish by state and local Chicano
(Mexican-American) leaders.

Farmworkers then met with
Texas Governor Dolph Briscoe.

Texas Farm Workers on the march from the Rio Grande Valley to Au‘stln.

Lins and Secretary-Treasurer Otto
Wendel.

Lins allowed on the agenda an
attempt to discredit the Teamsters
for a Democratic Union (TDU), a

N

The circus showed how scared
the 299 leaders are of the May
by-laws vote and the November
elections which threaten to take the
current leadership apart.

LEAFLET

The meeting began with a leaflet
handed out at the door.

“It’s no secret,’’ read the leaflet,
“Pete admits that he
belongs to the International Social-
ist Party. Why do they want to
change the by-laws? Does the
International Socialist Party want
to take over the local union? Think
about it. What do you think?”’

Also reprinted in the leaflet was
an article by Mark Lett, labor
writer for the Detroit News, in
which Camarata discussed his
membership in the International
Socialists.

Inside the hall, the meeting
oggned with one flunky for the
officers getting up and reading
from the leaflet, then demanding to
know whether or not Pete was a
socialist.: =

Bob Lins, Local President, said
‘I think that’s in order. I think the

(

TEXAS: Here’s the cu
that the growers cai

Briscoe is a big landowner and
known anti-unionist. But he found
it necessary to meet with the
marchers, unlike his predecéssor
Jehn Connally. Then-governor
Connally turned away 8000 farm-
workers and their supporters in
1966. ¢

Briscoe is hardly more sympathe-

_tic. A farmworker reported, ‘‘The

quiestion [of collective bargaining]
was brought up, but. . .the subject
was changed.

Why Tex:
Is Ind

The Texas Farmworkers Union
separated from the better known
United Farmworkers in August,
1975. The UFW wanted to organize
California first. It refused to
provide any real support for strikes

care Backfires On Detroit Tes

militant rank and file group. But he
ruled off the agenda a discussion of
the by-laws amendments which’
TDU activists and other members
have been pushing.

members have a right to know
whether or not Pete’s a socialist.”
It was the first time anyone
remembers Lins being concerned
about the rights of the members.

Lins on Pete, members
shouted out “Who cares?” and
“I'm a Democrat.”

Camarata stood .up to explain
that he belongs to the International
Socialists. ‘FBut." he said, *
haven't got a red phone to Moscow
in my house.”” !

Camarata explained that the red-
baiting was an attempt to /avoid
discussing the by-laws amend-
ments. The Local 299 members
agreed, and shouted out Pete’s
right to belong to any group he
wanted to. 2

Then Otto Wendel, Secretary-
Treasurer of the Local, jumped up
to close the discussion. Suddenl'y
he agreed that it was no ome's
business what a man’s political
beliefs were.

BACK-FIRED

That’s where the Lins-Wendel
show was supposed to end. But the
red-baiting had back-fired and the
show went on, only now the rank
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AOVE

caracha
't crush

‘““We more or less understood
that we weren't going to get the
best response fron the Governor.

‘‘He listened to what we had to
say, but he wasn’t smiling much.”

Affirming that he is ‘‘not going
to give up,” TFW leader Orendain
said, ‘‘some people want to walk on
to Washington.” -

The farmworkers know that, like
one of their symbols—the cucara-
cha (cockroach)—numbers are on
their side. O

s Union
apendent

or or?anizing in Texas. ~ -

With 100,000 farmworkers in
Texas, the TFW refused to wait for
permission to organize.

The TFW has also insisted on
organizing workers on both sides of
the "US-Mexico border. This in-
cludes “‘illegals’’ —Mexicans hired
by growers who fail to obtain Ia&al
g_ermits for them to work in the US

he UFW is opposed to organizing

“illegals.”’
The TFW’s 1975 strike against
Texas melon growers showed why

organizing ‘‘illegals’’ Is necessary.

During that strike a grower
quoted in' the TFW newspaper
made this statement as he fired on
the striking workers: ‘“I'm going to
make sure my melons get to,market
even_if they have a little Mexican
blood on them."'-

UNITY’

The TFW sought unity among all
Texas farmworkers.

Besides ‘‘illegals,’’ growers hire
Mexicans who are issued cards by
the US government, allowing them
to work legally. They live in fear of
having the cards revoked. The
TRW organized 15,000 ‘‘green
card”’ workers as they crossed the
border. to work.

The TFW continues to support
the UFW’s boycotts. But to
continue their own efforts, they had
to form an independent union. 0O

mster Officials

and file were the producers.
Members continued to shout

Ml?rnm farm workers, on the road half the year, are often robbed of
political, educational and welfare rights. In Kin

g élly, California, some

have decided they’re not going to be moved. After they were evicted

from the houses In the rear, they protested by putting up these shacks.

“For once we decided to fight”

KING CITY, Calif.—Vicente and
Amparo Robles live in a makeshift
shack 50 feet away from their
home. The Robles are farm
workers, and their home belongs to
a grower.

Farm workers are only permitted
to live in the migrant uring
harvest season, from May to
November. Then they move on,
looking for. work elsewhere.

But this November things were
different. Fifty people refused to
leave. ‘‘For once we decided to
fight for a right,”” said Vicente
Robles.

Robles, Victor Navarro, and
others in the group are members of
the United Farm Workers. Through
UFW contracts, they are now able
to find year-round work in the King
City area.

The farm workers are eager to

seize this opportunity to stabilize

their lives and the lives of their
children. 5
But the city officials are not so

Johnson and by himself. To Lins’
way of thinking, it was clearly out
of order.

support of Camarata and his rights.

- One member, with over twenty The by-laws campaign is the
years in the union, took the preview to November elections. It
microphone to have his say. “This _is expected that rank and file
is America, Pete can belong to any ’groups like TDU and Concerned
political party he wants to. We Members of 299 willrun opposition
don’t want to hear any more talk candidates and possibly oust Lins
about the members’ tics.”” and Wendel.

When the hall had quieted down, The red-baiting didn’t end the
members made motions to discuss meeting. The same leaflet was
the proposed by-laws g posted u; d town in the barns
which would call for the election at Automobile Transport lnco?or-
of Business Agents. ated (ATD and Complete Auto

But this proposal would threaten  Transit, as well as at freight barns
Lins’ patronage machine of over in the Local. :
twenty BA’s appointed by past-
Presidents Jimmy Hoffa, Dave

I+'s No Secret

Union members demanded the
leaflets be taken down, since the

PETE CAMARATA ADMITS THAT HE BELONGS TO THE
INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST PARTY

Repriat from The Defroyt News. March 16, 1977

2 Teamsters battling

Power fight ends a union friendship

happy to have them. “They don’t
want us in King City,’’ says Victor
Navarro. “If we get established
here, who knows, maybe we’ll vote
and they’ll lose their power. Now
it’s only the rich people who run
the city. They don’t want us
participating, even if our work is
what gives them the money to have
the power.” .

After months of legal skirmishes,
a posse of deputy sheriffs evicted
the families from their homes in the
camp on March 22.

The group broke up. Some
moved on, some moved in with
already crowded friends. Four
families moved into the local UFW
hall. The union was threatened
with eviction, because the hall was
not zoned as a residence.

On Saturday, April 2, the four
families put their belongings in

_their cars. They borrowed plywood,

nails and tools, and drove back to
the locked migrant camp. _
They hammered together sheets

members don’t have the right to
post rank and file literature.

LATEST SHOT

This red-baiting attack is just the
latest shot at TDU.

Pete Camarata and Al Ferd-
nance, another TDU spokesman,
have both been fired by their
employers, expelled from the
union, and kept out of union
meetings. ;

Camarata, who was rehired, is
currently employed at Earl C.
Smith. He is appealing his
expulsion through the union and
the courts.

Ferdnance remains a union
member. His recent expulsion was
set aside as unconstitutional, since
he has litigation “pending that
involves the same parties.

Jim Austin, a Leasewgy ware-
houseman and TDU activist has
also been fired by his employer and
has claimed union harassment as
well.

The response of Local 299
members In the meeting and in the
barns indicated that the red-bllﬂn(f
has backfired.

of plywood, dplugging the holes with
canvas and cardboard. Twenty
people, including 12 children, live
in the plywood shack, and in a pup
tent and cars.

FENCE

The Robles and the other three
families are separated from their
homes in the migrant camp by a
chain link fence. Inside the fence,
80 homes stand empty. Their
homes are roomy, two-bedroom
frame houses with gas, electricity,
and running water. ’

The homes in the migrant camp
were built as low-income housing,
but the city officials only permitted
construction on the condition that
they would be occupied only 180
days a year.

The growers who run King City
want the field hands at harvest
time—and they want them out of °
town when the harvest is over.

The city attorney is

LHANKER WIN

Albert Shanker won the battle,
but may be losing the war for
control over the teachers’ union of
New York. Shanker got 72% of the
vote in the elections for President

OPPOSITION GAINS IN
NEW YORK TEACHERS VOTE

the families with criminal charges
for living in homes that do not meet
the housing code provisions. And
they have been told that they will
not be eligible to move back into
the camp in May, because the
migrant camp is only open to those
whe have come from 50 miles
away!

The Robles and the other three
families are breaking the cycle that
runs their lives: following the
harvest. Up the California coast,
sometimes going as far north as
Michigan, and then back to Texas
for the winter crops. This cycle
keeps farm workers from ever
settling down, their children from
ever getting an education. And
the constant movement makes
union organizing very difficult.

But the Robles and the other
three families see a new day for
themselves. They intend to stay in
King City, and they will not move
until the city provides decent,
low-cost housing. | @]

other city workers. And

necessary, they called for a general
strike of the city with other city
workers to break the hold of banks,
busi and the union bureau-

last week of the 50,000 member
union.

But the big news is that two more
militant groups to the left of his
unity caucus got 27% of the vote.
A blE success in a union ‘whi
Shanker was a hero and his electign
was almost always unanimous
before.

The more militant Fight Back
and New Directions caucuses
accused Shanker of defending the
banks which hold the mortgage on
hlgw York City instead of defending
t teachers. Both caucuses
claimed the money was there for
the teachers’ financial demands in
recent contracts.

They also raised a cry to
democratize the teachers union
which Shanker has in a bureaucrat-
ic death grip. And both caucuses
pointed to the racism of the
Shanker regime.

STRIKE THE BANKSTERS

The militant groups raised the
demand to form a coalition ‘With

crats.

Shanker kept: his hold on the
union, but the votes don't tell the
whole story. -First 20,000 teachers.
union members laid off during the
last two years were not allowed to
vote.

Second, Shanker got barely 55%
In the Junior Highs and 60% of the
vote in the High Schools.

And Shanker red-baited his
critics attempting to  ‘discredit the
radical caucuses.

Shanker has a r:ogum for the
city crisis: dictatorial control of the
unlon, red-baiting the union’s
militants, and racism in the union.
That program won’t solve the crisis
that the teachers and other city
workers have faced. The strategy
of Fight Back and New Direc-
tions: a strike agairist the banksters
who holdlnl New York City
hostage will make more sense to
more city workers every day that
the city crisis continues. The next
battle between Shanker and the
rank and file may well see Shanker
as the first casualty.
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WE OPPOSE

*CAPITALIST EXPLOITATION

We live under the capitalist system. The
wealth produced by working people is
stolen from us by nv;ne employers. They
prosper from our lal
*CAPITALIST CONTROL

Capitalists use their profits only to make
more profits. When they need fewer
workers, they create unemployment. When
they need more money, they speed up
work, downgrade safety conditions, and
raise prices. The capitalist system spends
little on health care, a clean environment,
or social services, because these things
make no profit.

*OPPRESSION

Capitalism needs inequality. Because it
needs profits, it can’t provide enough for
all. So it gives some groups of feuple worse
jobs and lower pay, ‘and labels them
inferior. In particular, capitalism locks
black people into the bottom of society, and
spreads racist ideas to keep them there.
Capitalism keeps women responsible for-
taking care of the work force when it is not
at work, including children, who are too
young to work. Women who work for wages
have two jobs.

*CAPITALIST GOVERNMENT

The government serves the capitalist
class. Its only purpose is to protect the
private profit system. It protects its
interests abroad through economic control
of other countries, spying and wars.

*BUREAUCRATIC COMMUNISM
Russia, China and other countries with
economies like theirs are also oppressive
class, societies, run by a privileged ruling
class of bureaucrats. They are not socialist
and must be overthrown by the working
class of those countries.

WE SUPPORT

*THE RANK AND FILE MOVEMENT

The unions protect workers from their
employers. But today’s unions are run by
privileged officials who sell out becayse
they support the capitalist system. y
want labor peace, not labor power. We
support the struggle for rank and file
control of the unions.

*LIBERATION FROM OPPRESSION
Black people are an oppressed national
minority in the United Sl:ates. They have
the right to self-determination—to decide
their own future. The struggle of every
oppressed group for equality is a just
_|struggle—Blacks, women, gays, Latinos,
Amer:c:m Indians. We are for the

prks to ﬁghl fnr their freedom gupporl
rom the entire working class movement
will make the struggles of both—the
|oppressed and the working class move-
ment—stronger,
*SOCIALISM

Society shouid be run by the working
class. The wea'th produced by those who
work should go to fill people's needs, not to
private gain.
*WORKERS" REVOLUTION

But the capitalist class will not give up
their rule and profits voluntarily. Socialism
can be created only when the working class
seizes control of the factories and makes
their own government. The working class
will rule democratically because it can own
society's wealth only together.

SINTERNATIONALISM

The struggle for socialism is world-wide.
We support every fight of the working class
against exploitation, and every struggle by
nations fighting for independence from
foreign rulers. We support every struggle
for freedom—from the pedple of southern
Africa against racism and western
colonialism, to the struggle against
buruucrxmc rule and Russian imperialism
in Eastern Eui We demand complete
independence for ‘Puerto Rico from U.S.
colonial rule.

*REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

The most class conscious members of the
working' class have the responsibility to
lead the struggle toward socialist revolu-
tion. To do this they must build an organi-
zation to put their consciousness into action
anc make their leadership effective.

*INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS

The LS. is an organization of
revolutionary socialist workers. We are
open to all who accept our basic principles
and are willing to work as & member to
achieve them. Join with us to build the LS.
into a revolutionary party, to build the

and
oppression and to create a socialist world.

Workers’ Power
'313-869-5964

by Jim Woodward

On March 16, the American
Telephone and Telegraph Co.
(AT«ET) said its profits for the three
month period ending February 28
had increased 20% to over $1 bil-
lion. John deButts, AT&T’s chair-
man, promptly announced that the
company would ‘continue to seek
rate increases.’

DeButts added, ‘I recognlzethat
there are risks in asserting that a
business earning over a billion
dollars a quarter isn’t" eamning
enough.”

Ain’t that the truth! We've got
fuel bills and grocery prices coming
out of our ears. And this creep says
his company is making $4 billion a
year ‘but it’s not enough.

Absurd, right? 4

Wrong. DeButts’ statement is
100% correct...as long as you
agree with one thing. Capitalism.
The free enterprise system.

COMPETITION

To understand this astonishing
fact, we hasFF)‘ remember that
capitalism is based on competition.
If two employers make widgets,
and the second can produce them
cheaper, he can drive the first
employer out of business by under-
selling him.

Neither of the widget m; -ean
ever make ‘‘enough’’ ““profits,
because each is afraid the other will
find a way to make more profits.
They each have to constantly try to
get more work at less cost from
their employees.

At first sight, it may appear that
the phone company doesn’t have
this problem. After all, for the most
part there is only one phone
company. Why do they have to

worry about making ‘‘enough”
profits?
Here’s what deButts says:

““AT&T’s net income [profits], for
the quarter ended February 28 may
appear impressive for its ten digits.
However, it should be recognized
that the company’s return on the
capital invested in our business is
but slightly over nine percent. ...
Clearly it falls short of the rate of
return being earned by many of the
leading U.S. enterprises...with
whom investors compare us before
they decide where to put their
money."’

So the answer is, the phone
company competes with every
other company in the country.

i INVEST
S

Assume for a moment that
you're rich. Feel good? OK, now
you've got a million dollars you
want to invest.

With a million dollars, you can
do a lot better than the 5% interest
you'll get at the bank down the

Talking About Socialism

PROFITS:
How Much Is Enough?

Members of Communlcatlons Workers of America protest directory
charge b it will mean loss of jobs.

street. Not only can'you buy stocks
and bonds, you can also deal in
securities and options and futures
and ten other kinds of things you
never heard of before you got rich
in the last paragraph.

What do you buy? Obviously,
you invest your money where you
can get the most back. The phone
company needs a lot of outside
investment, because it is constantly

developing new and very expensive-

technology and equipment.
AT&T sells stocks and bonds and
all the other sorts of exotic deals
that appeal to rich folks.

AT&T has to keep its profits at
the same rate as, say, General
Motors if it expects the bankers
and other investors to give it their

Gotp GRFF,

like more information, or [’

Name . ..
Address

JOIN US!

If you agree with the views expressed in this paper and {J would
would like to join the International
Socialists, then send this form to: INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS,
14131 Woodward Ave., Highland Park, o

MI 48203.

money. So AT&T doesn’t make
‘‘enough’’ profits unless it makes
more than General Motors, and
then General Motors isn’t making
‘‘enough.””

MORE PROFITS

How does”the phone company—
or any other corporation—make
more profits? Two ways: raise
prices and cut costs.

What does that mean for us?

(You’re not rich any more.) One
example: it used to be that if you
wanted to call someone and didn’t
know the number, you'd call the
phone company and they’d give it
to you. Reasonable enough. Then
some bright junior executive
thought, ‘“Why don’t we charge
the suckers for it?”’

That probably got the kid a
promotion, and now the phone
company is instituting directory
assistance charges wherever it can
throughout the country. Worse
still, if you're a directolx assistance
operator, there goes your job
because people will naturally not
call so much if they have to pay.

That example just scratches the
surface. The more new technology
the phone company develops, the
fewer employees are needed to run
the equipment. There’s this new
machine called the No. 4 Electronic
Switching System. It can handle
four times as many calls as the
previous equipment, but it needs
only one-third as many people to
maintain it. More workers on the
unemployment line.

ARE THEY RIGHT?

Now what have we got? A giant
corporauon, which constantly
squeezes its customers and its
employees.

n one hand, we have an
operator forced on welfare to
support her kids because the phone
company decided to charge for
directory assistance and they didn’t
need her anymore. At the same
time we have a corporation which
makes $1 billion every
months and says that’s not enough
so they’ll have to raise rates and
throw more people out of work.

You know what’s the worst thing
about it? If you believe in capital-
ism, you have to admit they're
right to do it. ]

At New York UPS,
The News Is All Bad

NEW YORK—New York City
IBT Local 804 and UPS began
‘“‘early’’ contract negotiations
March 23.

Local president Ron Carey had
no progress to report to the April 17
membership meeting. Nor did he
report any proposals by either the
company or the union.

The only news was bad: Carey
told Local 804 members that job
security is under heavy attack from
the company.

If neither side has anything to

propose, some 804 members are
now wondering what was the big
deal about “‘early negotiations?’’
Or is the company trying to play
off 804 and the Eastern States UPS
workers (whose contract still isn’t
signed) against each other? Is
Carey in touch with Eastern States
Chief Negotiator McCarthy to
guard against any such tricks?
Rank and filers in Local 804
should be in touch with rank and
filers in the east to make sure they
don’t end up with the same rotten
deal. a

Jury Awards $5000
Against Racist Doctor

A white Alabama doctor who
ripped stitches out of the arm of
-n In]urod Bllck u(h has been
ordéred to dama

Dr. Bobl y Merkle ha luat
applied the stitches to 14-year-old
Melvin Armstrong’s arm when he
discovered that the 2gouth could pay
only $20 of the $:

‘‘You don't ge-to a grocery store
without money and you ahouldnl
g}‘) to a doctor without money,’

erkle reportedly said. The,good
doctor immediately ripped out the

Armstrong was treated later by
another doctor who charged $20.
In the first trial stemming from
thla lent, an all-white jury
¥' ear ordered Merkle to pay the
youth only $20
A judge order a new trial after
this flagrantly ‘racist judgement.
And IMerkle was eenaured by the

because of the bad publlclty
coming out of the trial

A jury of seven whlte and five
Blacks deliberated for almost two
hours before returning the more
~favorable judgement. a
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S. AFRICAN
SARDINES
REMOVED
FROM STORE

Dear Workers’ Power,

I work as a cashier in a grocery
store that used to sell sardines
packed in South Africa.

I always hated to check them
out, because I knew that the
African workers who produced
them had to live in conditions as
bad as slavery, just so the sardine
company could make a big buck.

But I kept my mouth shut
because I knew my boss would
fire me if he ever heard me tell a
customer not to buy something.
He doesn’t even want us to tell
them about the specials!

Then the Southern Africa
Liberation Committee came to the
store and told the manager there
would be a picket line out front
unless he took those sardines off
the shelf and sent them back.

At first he refused, but when he
considered how much business he
would lose from a picket line, his
greed did the job where his
conscience wouldn’t.

., Now the South African sardines
are gone, and we have a new
brand from Peru.

Every time they come through
my line, I think, Right On—one
more kick in the teeth to
apartheid!

Sarah
Atlantay GA. A

Workers' Power Wants To Hear From You! Write:

NAZI S
BOOK STORE
CLOSED

Dear Workers’ Power:

The ‘‘Rudolph Hess” Nazi
bookstore recently tried to open
up for business in San Francisco.
But the fascists made one big
mistake. They set up shop right
across from a synagogue attended
by the families of German Jewish
survivors of the concentration
camps.

The book" store was almost
immediately ransacked and burn-
ed by outraged members of the
community. The cops arrested
Morris Weiss and his son Allen
on charges stemming from the
incident. But they let the Nazis go
free.

An organization calling ,itself
the '‘Sunset Anti-Fascist Com-
mittee’”” is now circulating " a
petition calling for a defense of
the Weisses.

“This fight does not just
involve people of Jewish descent.
The Nazis and other fascist
groups_also spread false and
criminal views on racial minori-
ties, calling for their extermina-
tion as well,”’ the petition reads.

Meanwhile, the real criminals
are still on the loose—the Nazis

who opened the bookstore.
Defend the Weisses! Jail the
Nazis! T

Paul Ryan

Oakland, Ca.

14121 Woodward, Highland Park, .M1{ 48203 LE I I ‘

Schools Use
Drugs On
- Stud

Dear Workers’ Power:

We get busted, jailed and
thrown out of school for smoking
a joint. But guess what drug
dealer is pushing ‘‘psychiatric”
drugs on between 500,000 to
850,000 students across the

S.A

This pusher is forcing many
young people to take drugs
against their will, and even their
parents are powerless to stop it.

Many students haye fell victim
to the harmful sidc-‘&ﬁ‘c s of this
drug, such as growth retardation,
epileptic seizures,  and being
turned into *‘zombies."

Most all this pusher's victims
are either black or poor.

How can this be? Who is the
depraved criminal?

JThe drug is Ritalin. The dealer
is the public school system.

You see, some studt‘nls cannot
tolerate the bullshit called ‘‘the
education system'' in America.
These kids' parents are told that
they have *“'behavior problems'’
or that they're “‘hyperactive.”

They're ordered to be drugged
so they become ‘‘manageable’”
to ‘‘normalize’” them.

If they or their parents do not
agree, they will be banished from
the public school system.

1984 gets closer every day.

Frank Runninghorse
Detroit

Dear Workers’ Power,

Marriage should be a matter
between husband and wife, right?
The state doesn’t think-so. A bill
has been introduced in the Ohio
State Legislature to repeal the law
that recognizes commom-lav
marrlages.

Common-law marriages were
first recognized during pioneer
days, when preachers seldom

reached remote settlements. It’s
still on the books in Ohio, though
in few other states: the man and
woman must agree to marry,
must live together, must consider
themselves married, and must be
considered married by the com-
munity.

If these things are true, their
children are legitimate and the
marriage will hold wup for
inheritance purposes. In practice,

of course, it’s been hard to prove
that you’ve been common-law
married. The courts don’t like
people deciding to be married on
their own, without registration or
benefit of clergy.

Marriage and marriage laws
have always been important tools
for controlling “peoples’ lives—
especially women's. Advocates of
common-law repeal say that

" common-law marriage ‘‘indulges

Ohio To End Common-law Marriages

people~in their lax habits,” and
‘‘attacks the three foundation
stones of the family—good family
relations, ~spiritual values and
security.”’ ’

Revolutionaries have viewed
the marriage relationship differ-
ently. The Bolsheviks, leaders of
the ‘Russian revolution knew that
the family as it exists under
capitalism keeps women down
and holds back the revolution.

After the 1917 revolution, they
passed a law that said all that
people had to do to be legally
married was to consider them-
selves married.

. Ohio - State Legislators think
otherwise. They want to come
along on the honeymoon tao.
Carolyn
Cleveland, OH

Peltier To Get Li

by Candy Hamilton

FARGO, ND—A jury of nirie
women and three men found
Leonard Peltier guilty on two
counts of first degree murder
Monday, April 18. The charges
carry mandatory life sentences.

Peltier was on trial for the deaths
of two FBI agents on Pine Ridge
reservation on June 26, 1975. Two

other Indian men accused of the
killings were acquitted in earlier
trials. ™~

An Indian man, Joe Stuntz, also
died in the FBI-provoked firefight
that day. No one has ever been
charged with his murder.

The jury deliberated only ten
hours, and returned the verdict to a
virtually empty courtroom guarded

e In Murder Conviction

by 11 marshalls.

Although over SO spectators
waited outside, Judge Paul Benson
refused to allow them to enter.

He would not state the reason.

BIAS AND RACISM

Before the jury returned, Peitier
said in a telephone interview that
he had not received a fair trial
because of the judge's complete
bias and racism.

Immediately after the decision
Peltier’s supporters gathered in a
circle outside the courthouse.
Peltier left the courtroom quietly
with his fist in the air.

The - judge upheld gRosecution
objections to ost the entire
defi case. The p case
lasted for three and a half weeks.

The defense was not allowed to
call witnesses to testify about FBI
misconduct in the investigation into
the June 26 firefight and in the trial
itself, nor specific incidents of
violence on Pine Ridge.

Defense Attorney Elliot Taikeff
maintained the government
brought charges against Peltier
because he is an AIM (American
Indian Movement) activist and then
tried to construct evidence that
would convict him.

EVIDENCE DISTORTED

In his closing arguments before
the jury, prosecutor Lynn Crooks
showed the autopsy pictures of the
d FBI agents to the jury and

d, “That is the testimony of Ron
Williams and Jack Coler.”

He refered to the Indians present
at the shoot-out as ‘‘brutal,
cowardly, and a blood-crazed
bunch."’

Following Crooks' arguiment the
defense asked the Judge to declare
a mistrial, instruct Crooks, or give
the jury a cautionary instruction
because Crooks misstated the
evidence more than seven times
during his argument.

The judge refused to take any

ot v

action.

In. the defense summary,
Taikeff described Pine Ridge as a
‘“‘foreign land, a war zone.” He
showed the jury pictures of FBI
agents in combat fatigues beside
helicopters, carrying .M-16's and
aJongside -armored personnel car-
rjers.

‘“This isn't southeast Asia,’’ he
said. *'This is what your tax money
pays for: war games in other
people’s back yards.”’

Peltier was'moved to the South
Dakota Penitentiary the next day to
await sentencing in June. Appar-
ently the only question in the
sentencing is whether the two life

will run ively or
concurrently.:“He still faces trial on
other charges in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin and Portland, Ore. [}

Makes You Wonder Department: Supreme
Court Justice John Paul -Stevens noted that
five of the nine Supreme Court Justices now
have specifically recognized that death
differs sharply from any other kind of punish-
ment  imposed in this country. Smart
fellows.

WORKERS' POWER
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SEARS ABANDONS

DETROIT CITY STORES

by Kate Stacy

DETROIT—Sears and Roebuck
. is not your local corner store. It's
the world's largest retailer. And its
huge financial empire extends far
beyond the retailing industry.

got to be as big and
powerful as it is by ruthless
business decisions—like fleeing
the inner-city market after years of
fat profits and stockholders’
dividends.

Detroit is a good example.

Slowly but surely, Sears has
driven every single one of its city
stores into bankruptcy. The giant
retailer then uses ‘‘falling profits’’
as the excuse for t:losinlgl them.

Latest on Sears’ hit list is the
Grand River-Oakman store on
Detroit’s west side. The retail
outlet is surrounded by 25-30
smaller shops. Unless it is. taken
over by a local retailer, as is
possible, the store’s closing will be
a death-blow to the medium-sized
shopping district.

That will add tremendous diffi-
culties for the thousands of Black
Detroiters who depend on the
district for neighborhood shopping.
The next closest shopping area is
four miles away.

METHOD

Sears has a method for closing its
doors to Black people. The building
is allowed to run down consider-
ably. Janitorial staff is cut back,
and the store becomes dirt: Sales
personnel is cut back as /b, <o
that service becomes very poor.
The quality of the merchandise

" offered is often not as wide as Sears
merchandise in suburbia.

Sears denies that it is leaving
Detroit, and cites the eleven
remaining Detroit-area stores as
proof of their intentions.

They are really little more than
proof of Sears' racism. All of the
retail outlets but one are located in
the far—and white—suburbs. Few
Blacks™ go there because of the
distance and because they know
they are unwelcome.

For the last few years, each time
Sears has opened a new store
(always suburban), it has also
announced the closing of a city
store.

Their new Dearborn store is
located in one of Detroit’s most
notoriously racist suburbs. Their
Novi store is in a small city so far
from Detroit that few consider it a
suburb at all.

MAKING $$

Sears’ assets at the end of last

' vear were over $11%2 billion. But
it's even bigger than that.

The company owns controlling
interest in two national trucking
firms—Leaseway and Signal.

Through its Allstate Enterprises

subsidiary, Sears is planning "a

merger that would make it the 14th
largest savings and loan operator in
the nation. Scars owns Allstate (the
“‘good hands' people) which last
year reported total revenues of $3.9
billion.

The company prefers the suburbs
to the city becduse profits are
better out there. Ups and downs in
suburban customers’ purchasing
power are not as drastic as they are
in the Black community.

Sears says plously, we can’t pay
this quarter’s dividends off of last
year’s sales. They callously cover
up the fact that they have
deliberately sabotaged their sales
in the Black community. (@

Workers’ Power Talks

To Sears Customers

“Everybody in our neighborhood is talking

about it. They hate to see Sears close down.”’

‘“They’re saying it's such a
shame they have to take the only
store from Detroit. The next
nearest store would be really out of
the way. It's really inconvenient.

‘‘Some people will have to take
the bus, and most people don’t like
to go dnwnlown and shop. And
::ey don’t have a Sears store down

ere.

‘‘Me and my husband, Richard,
discussed this, and we really feel
that it's not because of lack of
business; we den't know why
they're closing down.

‘'l don’t_know [if it's because
most of mé_gﬁmmers are Black]—
the only thing that | can truly say is
that people who shop here are
really puzzled by it. They say it's a
shame.

*‘We opened our account in ‘69,
and its never been closed—never.

Laura Matthews

e

“I’Il hate it!
And ’m sure:
not by
myself.”’

“‘I've been shopplng here a long
time—years. It's a nice place to
;h?p, when you can find any sales

e

“I buy -most of my brother’s
things here. He'’s very slim. The
Sears on Gratiot and Van Dyke
Is closed, so I'll probably have to go
toa speclnl boy’s shop and pay a
great deal more.

‘1 was surprlsed by the closing
because it’s such a huge store.
There’s so many different depart-
ments, | wouldn’t like to see it close
down.”

Laura Sangster

by Dan La Botz

Thomas W. ‘‘Teddy' Glea-
son, president of the Interna-
tional Longshoremen’s Associa-
tion (ILA), led a strike last week
just long and hard enough to
bring in the Feds.

The 35,000 ILA members

Feds In, Freight Moves Out

than one con-
located
-paid, non-ILA labor (us-

lhe FMC has given

struck seven g
companlu for five days over the
is'su'a o' ']ol; uc:‘rl!y. Th;
strategy left the ports open an:
the Irnrghl moving.

Now the Federal Maritime
Commission (FMC) has come in
with a promise—a promise of
long talks betweem shippers,
union  officers and government
bureaucrats.

The dispute is over loss of
jobs to. freight consolid

ping through containerization,
the cheaper consolidator rates,
and the use of Teamsger labor
issue. Over the
decade thousands of ILA
have been lost and millions of  the militant str
dollars have been saved by the

through thase practices.
Gl ’s strategy of federal

(shippers who bring together diation and tiati with
the shippers has proven to be a

loser in the past.

t  tion Unity.

obs This strategr together with

ke and solidarity
traditions of Teamsters and
companies  Longshoremen, could have
meant job security In the

transportation industry.

Like other regulatory agen-
away from the dock and use cies, the FMC is dominate
the very business it is supposed
amsloru) for the same to regulate—the big steamship
work that longshoramanﬂdo In  companies. The FMC -has no
intgrest in protecting the job
t rale of  security of longshoremen.
- In. the 1950's and 1960’s
The mechanization of ship- - Jimmy Hoffa raised the idea of
an alliance between teamster
and longshore workers, calling
for a Conference on Transporta-

New York
Gun Club
Brings Back
Bounties

Three New York City business-
men who had murdered people
they claimed were attacking them
were slated to receive $200 rewards
in a public' ceremony last week.

The reward is available to
anyone who shoots and kills an .
‘‘attacker,”” according to Jerry
Preiser, presldent of the Federation
of Greater New York Pistol and i
Rifle Clubs.

*‘The object is to encourage citi-
zens who are properly licensed to
carry firearms to defend them-
selves because of the complete
breakdown of the criminal-justice
system,’’ he said.

Police Commissioner Michael J.
Codd claimed to be ‘‘appalled.’
‘*This Is dangerous to the people
who- are doing the shooting and
dangerous to bystanders,” he
commented.

Noticeably missin§ from his
concern were the victims—those
gunned  down on the streets by
vigilante-minded Individuals like
Preiser—who don’t have to be
convicted, arrested or even accused
before they are murdered.

In addition Preiser wants to
increase the auxiliary police from
its present 5000 unarmed force, to
as_many as 60,000 armed people.

The businessmen were also to
receive ‘‘scrolls of commendation’’
at the ceremony. Preiser did not
say whether they were obliged to
turn in a scalp or an ear to prove
their eligibility for the bounty. [J

Kate Stacy
Pittsburgh Begins
Anti-Apartheid
Fight

PITTSBURGH—Before it was
dark enough to show the film Last
Grave at Dimbaza on a barnwall
south of the city, rank and file
Teamsters (mostly members . of
Teams! 2rs for a Democratic Union)
beat a team of miners at two games
of volleyball last Sunday.

The film was part of an all day

rget-together in the country, and

capped a week organizing for
solidarity with the African libera-
tion struggles.

The International Socialists and
the Southern African Liberation
Committee (SALC) arranged seven
showings of Last Grave at Dimbaza
in community centers, Y's, living
rooms, and to. the staff of two
parish schools. The week kicked off
the shoe_drive for the| Zimbabwe
African National Union (ZANU).
Pittsburgh SALC will send shoes to
the freedom fighters in Zimbabwe.

SAME STRUGGLE

For those who saw the film, the
horrors of apartheid were brought
home. The parallels with life and
death in American m:lorlu mines
and sch were |
especially since many of lhs
companies are the same. And the
racism of our bosses at home
wasn’t obscured by the exposure of
its South African extremes—it was
all the more vivid.

The Pittsburgh SALC is planning
events to build the shoe campaign.
On May 7, Eddison Zvobgo,
Deputy Secretary General of
ZANU, will speak on the progress
and needs of the struggle. The
SALC, which is a member of a local
coalition, the Committee to Free
Southern Africa, has enlisted .the
aid of the Coalition in building this
event.

In the weeks following Zvobgo's
talk, the SALC will be showing
another round of movies, building
the shoe campaign and helping to
organize neighborhood branches of
the group. Anyone in the Pitts-
burgh area interested in participa-
ting in the SALC should phone
461-2975. o
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David Carradine plays Woody Guthrie.

Labor (
Notes *

by Jim Woodward

United Steel Workers Local
1190 in Steubenville, Ohio has -
denounced a Ku Klux Klan
march planned for Memorial
Day. Local 1190 represents (\
5000 workers at the Wheeling- A\
Pittsburgh Steel Corp. A local
union ‘meeting voted unani-
mously to support anti-Klan
activities which are being
organized by a group of local -
ministers. Counter demonstrations are planned if the Klan rally
actually takes place.

IW ABEL

\ MeBRIDE

e o o

The thirteen top officers of the Ford Motor Co. and General
Motors made $10,355,267 in salaries and bonuses last year. Henry
Ford 1 and Lee lacocca of Ford and Thomas Murphy of GM pulled
in nearly a million dollars each. The raises given to GM’s top seven
executives ranged from 65% to 98%. Poor Eugene gaﬁero.
president of Chrysler, got only $692,000.

In the 1976 UAW contract, auto production workers received their
traditional 3% Annual Improvement Factor, cost-of-living, and one
penny in new money. :
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Black postal workers in Chicago are upset over plans by the U.S.
Postal Service to move the South Suburban mail handling facility
from the Ford City area of Chicago to suburban Forest Park. The
move would add 10 miles commuting distance for many workers,
and would decrease job opportunities for blacks in that area of
Chicago. A

e o o

The Russian leader Leonid Brezhnev recently told a meeting of
his country’s trade union organization that the job of unions is to
emphasize ‘‘labor discipline.”’ There are organizations called
unions in Russia, but they act as tools of management and are
forbidden to strike. There are some union leaders in this country
who seem to have the same attitude. Maybe they should be told to
‘‘go back to Russia.” -
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A court order has forced the United Mine Workers Journal to
temporarily suspend publication. Lee Roy Patterson, a candidate for
UMW president in the union’s June elections, sued the union,
forcing the halt in publication. The dispute concerns.the amount of
space in the Journal alloted to candidates. Patterson was originally
given less space because he does not have a full slate rurming with
him.

L2 L o
*Acting on a complaint filed by members of UAW Local 595 in
Linden, N.J., the National Labor Relations Board has charged
General Motors with what amounts to trying to run the union. The
Labor Board said GM unfairly disciplined many workers
represented by committeeman Doug Stevens to discourage them
from supportin} Stevens and the Linden Auto Workers caucus of
Local 595. The Labor Board also charges that two members of the
union, one of whom-opposed stevens in an election, have been
operating on behalf of management.
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What's happening where you work? Send items for this column
to: Workers’ Power, Labor Notes, 14131 Woodward Avenue,
Highland Park, Michigan 48203. Or phone’313-869-5964.
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BOOKS MUSIC TELEVISION ADS MOVIES TRENDS BOOKS MuUS

The Story Behind
“Bound for Glory”

Bound for Glory. A
United Artists picture,
directed by Hal Ashby,
cinematography by
Haskell Wexler.

by Karl Werner

There is a new movie out on the
life of Woody Guthrie, famous
balladeer and song maker. Woody
wrote such songs as ‘““This Land Is
Your Land,” ‘“Pastures of Plenty,”
‘‘Union Maid,” and about one
thousand others in his life.

He wrote about everything—
from one about the first time a child

wakes up in a ‘‘dry bed’’ to a whole’

set of ballads about the frame-up of
Italian-American radicals Sacco
and Vanzetti. i

But whether the subject was
trivial or serious, Woody had a
philosophy about the kind of song
he wanted to sing.

As he says in the film, *‘I hate a
song that makes you think you’re
not any good...that you are just
born to lose. I am out to fight those
kinds of songs to my very last
breath. ..

“‘I.am out to sing songs that will
prove to you that this is your world,
and that if it has hit you pretty hard
and knocked you for a dozen loops,
no matter how hard it’s run you
down and rolled over you, no
matter what color, what size you
are, how you’re built, I am out to
sing the songs that make you take
pride in yourself and in your
work."’

STYLE AND STRUGGLE -

Woody’s style of singing and
‘guitar playing was no different
rom that of hundreds of other
country singers of his time:

He learned much of his style
from listening to the records of the
Carter Family and Jimmy Rogers,
the most popular country singers of
the early 1930's.

But Woody’s outlook on music
and life was the opposite of most
southern white country singers,
then or now.

Many country songs talk about
hard times and working class life.
But nine times out of ten
message is, that's just the way
things are, that there’s nothing you
can do about it. Or as Woody put it,
that “'you are just born to lose.”

Woody’s unique musical phil-
osophy didn’t just spring from his
lively personality. It came from his
politics. For, as the movie only
hints, Woody.was one of a handful
of roaming country singers with a
socialist outlook.

Woody didn’t see the working
people as losers, he saw them as
1.2 people who would come to rule
the world.

RADICAL AND FIGHTER
The film doesn’t real¥ tell you
how Woody a cal

e
although it deals with that period in

- Woody’s life. It opens in 1936 when

Woody Is living in Pampa, Texas
with his wife Mary and their two
children.

the ~

Dust storms were destroying the
land, and bankers were foreclosing
mortgages or just kicking farmers
off the land who had lived there for
generations.

Thousands of dirt farmers and
sharecroppers hit the roads for
California, which they thought
would be a ‘‘garden of . Eden.”
Woody joined thém on the road.

Along the road, in the movie,
Woody meets up with Ozark Blue,
a singer and union organizer.

Ozark has a local radio show and
both his music and his message,
‘‘organize and fight back against
the grower bosses,”’ are enormous-
ly popular in the migrant camps.

Woody and Ozark team up after
a narrow escape from company
goons and are still in touch when
Woody finally makes L.A. There
Woody gets a job at a local radio
station and sends for his wife and
children to join him.

In real life, it was about this time
that Woody met Ed Robbin,
commentator for the People’s
World, the West Coast paper of the
Communist Party.

Both Robbin and Woody worked
at station KFVD. Robbin intro-
duced Woody to Will Geer
(currently Grandpa Walton on TV),
and together they organized a
troupe that sang songs’and did
skits for organizing and striking
workers up and down California.

TAKING SIDES

As Weody described it: ‘'l sung
songs for the cotton pickers and the
cotton strikers, and for the
migratory workers: packers and
canning . house workers, fruit
pickers, and all sorts of other
country and city workers.

‘1 wrote a daily article for the
People’s Daily World; called
‘Woody Says.’ I always read the
radical papers over my program
and took sides with the workers all 1
knew how."’

The 1930’s saw huge working

class struggles. Strikes, sitdowns,
and organizing drivers swept the
country.

As a result thousands of workers
turned to socialist ideas and
organizations. Most joined the
Communist Party because it was
the biggest and most effective
organization.

The leaders of the Communist
Party were certainly frdent follow-
ers of Joe Stalin. They covered up
for the oppression of workers in
Russia and tried to tell people that
Russia was a “‘workers’ paradise.’

In these and many other ways,
the Communist Party did not
represent real socialism. Neverthe-
less, it was the CP that had the
most effective organization among
struggling rank and file workers.

This is why a country singer like
Woody Guthrie, a blues singer like
Josh White, an actor like Will
Geer, and many others were
attracted to the Communist Party.

They believed they were fighting
for the working class 'and for
sociaism, and they did a lot of good
because of it.

THUMP THAT HAT

Like thousands of workers who
joined the CP, or other radical
organizations, Woody Guthrie was
a fighter. He gave his entire life,
his whole heart, and singing soul to
the workers' movement.

He refused to be brought low,
beaten down, or bought off. And
Woody Guthrie knew there "was
more to the workers movement
than singing songs.

In one of his columns in the
People’s World, Woody wrote:

‘‘Geetars and banjos ain’t what
makes the world go ’round. It’s
talkin’ songs, and yellin’ songs—
and the best song, you don’t even
have to yell it.

““You just double up your fists,
roll up your sleeves, and thump it
out—on any convenient silk hat."

Hey, hey Woody Guthrie, yo
done a pretty good job! 0
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‘Workers’

POSTAL WORKERS FACE

SPEEDUP, JOB C

by Paul Ryan

If the Post Office cuts back on
service, the prices of stamps won't
go up, right? Wrong! Not
according to the Commission on
Postal Service, anyway.

Congress appointed this commis-
sion. Big business and bureaucrats
run it. The unions have approved

it. And we're going to pay for it.

Here's their program for ‘the Post
Office: fewer jobs, higher prices,
worse service.

BLACKMAIL

The Commission came out for

" five-day service—meaning Satur-

day delivery will be cut. It’s
individual users who will be hurt.
Most businesses don’t need Satur-
day delivery to keep the profits
coming in.

The price of mailing a letter will
continue to rise while business junk
mail will continue to go cheaply by
the ton.

Mike McHu
Hillside, IL: **

h, letter carrier,
ost of us would
love to have Saturdays off, but it
would increase our workload. As
it is-stands now, they would use
it as an excuse to cut back the

workforce. In our office, we

‘It would

¥ be total

chaos’

Tom Beardsley, clerk, Main
Post Office, Oakland, CA.: “‘It's
the first open admission -that
service is not the main concern
of the post office. And as far as
our jobs are concerned, the mail
volume would still be there. It
would just give management the
option of moving the workforce
to whenever and wherever they
wanted to. | think it would be
total chaos. You don’t abolish

— 3 4
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Edgar Payne, mailhandler,
Bulk Mail Center, Pittsburgh,

PA.:*'| think it stinks. t's
eliminating service to the
people. It is going to put our

jobs in jeopardy. People are
taking it real bad right now with
the way things are already. Lots
of us are getting ready to do
whatever we can do. We've got
peoﬁle ready not to come in to

But it’s the postal
will be driven from pillar to post by
the Commission’s program. Cut-
ting Saturday service will mean
fewer jobs or slashed hours for
part-time flexible schedule\workers
and full-ime carriers without
regular routes.

According to New York letter
carrier Dave Bergere™Thére will
be delays of mail, more harass-
ment, and more overtime to get out
the larger volume of mail on the
remaining days. Mondays especial-

could lose maybe ten guys out of  someone’s job they’ve had for  work, instead of work under the
60. It's up to the union to see 20 years without wreaking regulations they're coming
J b that we don’t lose anyone." havoc.’' down with.”’
ers who

ly would be a mess.”

Inside postal workers' jobs will
be cut back as the usually heavy
night shifts are pared down. And
any big change in the flow of mail
would result in forced transfers and

changes of schedule.

The attack on us as consumers
and as employees should have
brought the union officials rallying
to our defense. But they couldn’t
get out of bed after an orgy of

UTBACKS

‘“collaboration” with the lawyers,
businessmen and Post Office
bureaucrats on the commission.

Dave Johnson, a young, Black
and supposedly ‘‘progressive’’
vice-president of the American
Postal Workers Union (APWU)
approved the entire report.

And while re§ring President
James Rademachet of the National
Association of Letter Carriers
opposed the five-day delivery, he
supported other job-cutting pro-
posals.

All three major postal unions
lobbied hard for the bill which set
up the special commission. The
APWU went so far as to blow its
entire strike fund on publicity for it.

Congress may still balk at the
Commission’s report. Congress-
men want more control over the
mail service if they're going to shell
out more subsidies.

Big business will be lobbying for
postal cost-cutting regardless of
who controls the Post Office. - |

Congress can’t be relied on to
stop the Commission’s proposals.
Rank and file postal workers and
individual mail users will have to
organize and fight to save jobs,
push prices down and improve
service. a

Steelworkers Protest Sellout
“ENA Sells Us Into Slavery”

o ‘“ -

Members of Local 1557 picket the Clairton Coke Works, protesting the basic steel contract sellout.

Anger at the new basic steel
contract continues strong among
steelworkers around the country.
In Pittsburgh, three demonstra-
tions attacked the contract shortly
after its terms were announced.

On April 14, twenty rank a
flle members of Local 1397 (U
Steel—Homestead Works) show-
ed up at the United Steel Workers
International headquarters In
downtown Pmsburlh. They de-
nounced the no-strike agreement
(ENA) and many of the specific
contract provisions.

One of their signs read: “‘ENA
Sells Steelworkers into Slavery for
$50 a Year, Minus Taxes, Etc.”
Another said, ‘‘We Had Three
Losers Saturday: Pirates, Pen-
guins, & Steelworkers."’

Officials of the International
kept peering out their windows,
and finally sent someone down to
sumimon the news media inside
for the official side of the story.

Later the same day, members
of Local 1557 held a rally after
work at the gates of US Steel's
Clairton Coke Works. It was
organized by Steelworkers Stand
Up (SSU), a rank and file group at
the mill.

SSU said: ‘‘This disastrous
contract is a direct result of the
ENA. The Abel/McBride team
campaigned for the ENA in the
February International election.
They had to show that the ENe,

‘worked’ so they couldn’t let the
contract go to. arbitration. The
result: they had to accept
whatever crumbs the company
offered.””

The Clairton workers discov-
ered that they were able to make
more progress towards a shorter
working day with this one rally
than the International union was
able to make during the entire
negotiations. Management let
many of the workers out early so
they would miss the rally.

Several wives of steelworkers
held a demonstration at the
Clairton mill a few days later.
They said that the wage Increase
in the new contract is ridiculous
and that their families can’t live
on it. They sald they felt it was
their responsibility to do some-
thing about this, since the union
didn’t seem to be doing so.

In Detroit, Steelworkers Fight
Back held a meeting of activists
from several area locals ‘April 17.
They decided to try to get
resolutions passed condemning
the contract and the International
leadership, particularly in Local
1299 covering the big Great Lakes
Steel mill.

The Detroit group is publish-
ing its own District 29 Steelwork-
ers Fight Back newsletter, and is
selling subscriptions for a nation-
al Steelworkers Fight Back
newspaper which is supposed to
begin publication in the future. O
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