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Angry demonstrators protest the murder of Black Consclousness leader Steven BIko.

SOUTH AFRICA’S POLICE STATE CRACKDOWN

THEY CAN'T KILL THIS

FIGHT FOR FREEDOM!

The men who murdered Steven Biko struck again

Wednesday.

The South African government launched the biggest wave
of repression since the 1960 Sharpeville massacre.
The entire Black Consciousness movement has been

o'utlawed

Every Black student organization has been out!awed

The Black People’s Convention—OUTLAWED.

The Soweto Committee of Ten, led by the most moderate .

Black lawyers and doctors—OUTLAWED.
The two Black newspapers in Soweto—OUTLAWED.
. Black parents’ and teachers’ “associations in Soweto—
OUTLAWED.

That is only a brlef list. In reality, every possible source for

legal Black protest, no matter how moderate or peaceful, has

been choked off.

For a more detailed report . . . see page 4.

WHAT HAPPENED TO JOAN LITTLE?

.by Elissa Clarke

JOAN LITTLE DISAPPEARED
from a North Carolina prison
October 15, one day after calling
her attorney, reportedly desperate
to talk to him.

Women across the country ral-
lied to the Black woman’s defense
two years ago when she was tried
and acquitted for the stabbing
death of the white jailer who tried
to rape her.

*‘I hope she escaped and I hope
she’s alive,”” Little’s attorney Jerry
Paul told Workers’ Power.

“‘They singled her out. They
pushed her to the breaking point,’’
Paul said of officials at North
Carolina Correctional Center for
Women where she was still serving
time for her original conviction on
breaking and entering and larceny.

Paul told Workers’ Power that he
felt Little wanted to talk to him
about the way she was treated by

prison officials.

He visited her in prison the day
before she disappeared, and has
not heard from her since.

HARASSMENT

od

Paul and others plit a lot of effort
into finding an acceptable sponsor
for Joan Little. ‘'But at the last
minute, the prison officials just
would not let her go,' Paul said.

* Last month, Little was denied
parole on her seven to ten year

that

The
Little Ind repeawdly been led to
believe that her good behavior
qualified her for certain programs
—but then she was denied such
privileges.

® The New York Times reported
that Little was suspended from a
work-release program as a dental
assistant because she missed work
two days. Her employer explained
that she had been sick, and had
never missed work before.

e Little had qualified for a
sponsorship program that allows an
inmate to leave the prison three
nights a week under the supervis-
ion of a sponsor.

‘‘She should have goiten pa-
role,”” said Jerry Paul. He told us
that the Parole Board had been
scheduled to hear Little's applica-
tion in two weeks time.

But when the one Black member
of the Parole Board got sick, they
suddenly made time to hear the
case’ immediately. Parole was
denied.

“She was losing hope,” Paul
said.

e Jerry Paul also told us that he
had received calls from other
inmates about charges the prison

' officials had against Joan Little.

The inmates called him to explain

that the charges were fabrications.

One inmate reported to Jerry
Paul that she had been in the office
when a prison official ordered the
removal of papers from Little’s file
concerning her good behavior.
These papers were removed before
the Parole Board hearing.

COURAGE

Joan Little ‘'kept to herself’’ at
the prison, Baul said. But ta the
prison officials, Ihls was  not
enough.

Joan Little is a symbol of courage
and determination to lmndruls of
thousands of women.

She is a Black woman who
defended herself against a rapist—
a white man—a jailer. And then
she defended herself against the
state which charged her ' with
murder for defending herself.

Through her struggle, she be-

came a revolutionary. After her
acquittal, she spoke out for Black
people and prisoners.

This time, it is the jailers who are
suspect. They claim Joan Little
escaped. The burden of proof is on
them. Joan Little better be alive to
tell her side. a

ATTORNEY IMPRISONED

Jerry Paul himself is now in
prison serving two weeks for
contempt of court charges that
resulted from the Little trial.

Paul surrendered voluntarily on
Tuesday, Qctober 18, but the court
refused to take him into custody.

‘“They want to come in the
middle of the night,’”" Paul said
when he spoke with Workers’
Power.

Paul is now unavailable to help
Joan Little.

* |s it just a coincidence that she
needs help now, more urgently
than she has for the last two
years? (5]






