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Afraid to go into a supermarket these days?
Intimidated by the beef counter? Frightened by the
cereal aisle?

For the third month in a row, prices are up and real
wages are down.

Consumer prices rose 0.6% in February—a yearly
rate of 7.2%.

Beef prices led the pack with a hike of 4% last
month (or an outrageous 48% annual rate).

Business and government leaders tried to tell us
during the miners’ strike that wage increases are the
cause of inflation.

But real wages (buying power) are falling—despite
the fact that people are working longer hours.

Earller this year, Puerto Rican unlon activists visited this count
meet with American trade union militants. Here, they talk with
Kablack, a Pittsburgh Teamster (left). Sitting in order from left to rig

after Kablack are Gii Rics, M
Quintana.

FROM BEEF
TO STEEL-

PRICES
EXPLOD

Should real wages continue tp decline as they have
for the last three months, a worker who gets $150 in
take-home pay will wind up with the equivalent of
$129.40 twelve months from now.

Drops in real wages don't cause inflation. They
don’t cause food prices to rise 1.2% a month, or steel
to increase by S]SSO a ton (see page 8)—a whopping
increase that will cause the prices of everything made
from steel to rise.

What caused it Is greed. Greed for profits. The rich
get thelrpolmd of flesh, even if it means you can’t get
a pound of beef.

The weahhv look out for their own. We've got to
look out for ours. O
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-1T HAD SLIPPED
Down AN INFINTESIMELY
THIN CcRACK !

Puerto Rican

Teamsters’
Hall Bombed

and translator VIchr

LATE MONDAY night the head-
quarters of the Teamsters Union
Local 901 was bombed in San Juan.
Puerto Rico.

The blast., heard for several
miles, caused over a million dollars
damage to the building which
houses a medical center. library
and computer.

Tun women connected with the
union, Gisela Moreno Gascot and
Celia Moreno, were slightl, injured
while sleeping in an upstairs
apartment.

This is the latest aci in a long
campaign to destroy the Teamsters
in Puerto Rico. Last October,
leading Teamsters' organizer Juan
Rafael. Caballero Santana was
assassinated.

The Teamsters are a target of

employers. anti-labor thugs and
the colonial government of Puerto
Rico, because they are a spearhead
of the militant Puerto Rican
working class movement.

Puerto Rican Teamsters have
made their union a democratic,
fighting organization.

The government of Puerto Rico is
now pressing for legislation which
would replace strong industrial
unions like the Teamsters with
weak, so-called ‘‘horizontal™ craft
unions.

Members of the electrical work-

ers' union. UTIER. who are on
strike against the government, alsc
used the Teamsters hall as head-
quarters.

The electrical workers have been
tocked out. The government says
they cannot return until the crawl
back on government terms. a



U.S. HEALTH PLAN IN STORE?

by Karen Kaye

HEALTH CARE FOR EVERY CITIZEN. The
United States is the only major industrial country
that doesn’t guarantee it.

And

it's not because the American medical

industry does a good job by itself, either.

Not only are an estimated 19 million Americans
without any health insurance, but skyrocketing
costs are creating cutbacks for the insured.

Since. December, the United
Auto Workers and the AFL-CIO,
allied with Senator Edward
Kennedy (D. Mass.) have greatly
stepped up their efforts to force
President Carter to make good on
his campaign promise to for a
National Health Insurance pro-
gram.

In promising to have ready
“principles’” of a national health
insurance plan by April, the

President defied inflation warnings
from his *'Georgia mafia"" staffers
and two key Cabinet members.

Kennedy, UAW President Doug
Fraser and AFL-CIO's Secretary-
Treasurer Lane Kirkland put the
heat on Carter at a time when he
needs labor allies. Carter's
fumbling first-year record left his
popularity so low that many are
wondering publicly if he can beat
California's Governor Jerry Brown
in the 1980 primaries.

By thwarting or weakening all
labor legislation that has come
before him so far, Carter failed to
keep any major campaign promises
to the UAW, the union to which he

owes his 1976 Florida primary
victory.
PHYSICIAN HEAL THYSELF

It is the already sky-high and still
rising health care costs that are
behind the sudden scramble for a
national health insurance plan of
some sort. As a private industry,
the American medical profession
has turned out to be one of the
greediest and least effective.

Health insurance is so expensive
now that many employers are
trying to take away health benefits

they have negotiated with their
unions.
General Motors' health insur-

ance bill soared from $230 million
in 1969 to $825 million in 1976. GM
failed to make employees foot part
of the bill in each of the last two
contracts.

UAW President Doug Fraser told
Congress last May, ‘“‘Health care
costs for the first time In many
years are an important factor in
labor strife.”

Health costs were important in
the recent coal miners’ strike. The
companies won their demand for
replacing the union’s Health Funds
with private insurance, and started
a $200 deductible, whittled down
from their original $700 demand.

It is because medicine is a

rivate industry that regulates
itself that costs are so high. For
example, in 1976, physicians' fees
wen? up 131% more than the
Consumer Price Index, according
to the U.S. Department of Labor
Statistics.

WHAT NHI WILL DO

Any form of National Health
Insurance will leave the medical
industry in private hands—those of
the doctors. who have grown fond
of high living as they kept raising
fees. What NHI will chahge is the
method of payment and the num-
ber of people covered. The/govern-
ment will help pay the bills.

How much the goy ent can

direct med|
industry depends on how tough the
eventual bill is.

The AFL-CIQ was originally
supporting the Kennedy-Corman
Bill (5.3, H.R. 21). The prmmples
of this bill were laid out in_the
March 13 Memo from C
newsletter of the AFL-CIO's polnl
cal committee, in a statement from

with §

Nati

| Health

President Carter is wnrkln?
Insurance plan that will sal

K
isfy labor leaders. So {lr UAW'I Fraser and

AFL-CIO’s Kirkland are easy to please.

the AFL-CIO's Executive Council:

**e Universal and comprehensive
coverage; ® Reduction of barriers to
prevention and early care (i.e., no
deductibles); * Built-in costs and
quality controls; ® Financing by a
combination of employer-employee
payroll taxes supplemented by
general tax revenues.”

UAW’s President Doug Fraser
told a December conference of
skilled tradesmen, *‘We think that
that health care program should be
universal and we're deg:nding on
it. We think it should compre-
hensive and we're depending on
it.”” He also insisted that any plan
must include ‘‘cost and quality

Bert Lance wasn’t indicted-
of course, he isn’t Black...

Last week Michigan Congress-
man Charles Diggs was indicted by

a federal grand jury for misuse of
federnl payroll money.

In a 35-count indictment, he is
charged with padding his payroll
and accepting kickbacks from his
\mpln\ »es. Congressman Diggs
claims he will be vindicated and
that he will seek re-clection this
fall

The timing of the indictment is
interesting. It came when Diggs
was in Tanzania on a fact finding
mission and before he was to meet
President Carter in Lagos, Nigeria.

In Nigeria. Carter will be at-
tempting to sell his southern Africa
policy to the most powerful Black
nation on the continent.

The indictment means that Diggs
and Carter will not seen
together in Africa.

WHAT'S NEW

Charges of misconduct and a-
buse of the public trust are not new
to the Washington scene. The past
six years have seen the Watergate,

Koreagate, Bert Lance, and other
scandals to tarnish the image of our
so-called public servants.

What is new about this case is
that Diggs is the ranking Black
member of the House. He was one
of the founders of the Congression-
al Black Caucus, Chairman of the
House sub-committee on Africa
and head of the committee on the
District of Columbia.

The Diggs affair is important to
watch to see how it is handled. If it
is handled like Watergate then
Diggs will move to San Clemente
instead of San Quentin.

If the case is handled like the
Korean CIA’s adopt-a-Congresman
program, then absolutely nothing
will happen. If it is handled like the
Bert Lance affair, then Diggs with a
diplomatic passport has a promis-
ing future to follow in Lance's
footsteps—as a bag man for Middle
East banking interests.

Bert Lance kept his diplomatic
passport_aftér he left government
and claimed he was a ‘‘special
envoy of the President.”’

Understanding American poli-
tics, however, we know that Diggs’
case is unlikely to be treated like
the rest.

The indictment of a current
congressman in the Diggs affair is
in striking contrast to the Korean-
CIA U.S. Congress affair.

DIFFERENT STANDARDS

Diggs is Black, and Blacks in
government do not receive the
same treatment as whites in
government. The Adam Clayton
Powell affair of the 60's is an
example.

Then, the same congressmen
who were later to become involved
in the Korean-CIA and other
scandals were in the forefront of
the attempt to drive the Black
congressman out of office.

In the Diggs affair be sure to look
for the double standard. Also be

“suré'to héar the moral indignation

that will flow from the mouths of

~the - unindicted “criminals "in the
h “si sinl]

Congressman

o R o

the
the dou

atfair, be sure to
standard

controls; [and]. .
preventive care.’”

And he warned that *‘they ought
to know over in the White House
that if they aren’t our allies on this
...we're going to look for new allies
and we're going to continue to fight
until we get quality health care for
every man, woman and child in
America.”

BIG COMPROMISE

.a program of

But because the unions want
national health legislation debated
in Congress before the 1978
Congressional elections, they are
all too willing to compromise.

Carter insisted that the National
Health Security plan maintain a
role for private insurers. In the
Kennedy-Corman bill, the federal
government would be the only
health insurer.

But the Kennedy-Corman bill is
probably already dead.

A member of Kennedy's health
subcommittee told a caller that,
*“We are working with the Presi-
dent and the Administration right
now. And we're willing to com-
promise so that we can get some
kind of a bill going this session of
Congress."’

“We're waiting for an adimin-
istration bill which will probably
become adopted as the
National Health I Bill.”

While the only announced
change in ‘‘principles” is an
“‘increased role'' for private in-
surers, the difference in estimated
tax costs of the two plans is huge

Kennedy's staff member con-
firmed that Newsweek was “‘pro-
bably right’’ in saying Kennedy-
Corman would raise taxes $130
billion a year in 1980. Carter’s plan
is said to cost $22 billion.

But these figures don't tell the
whole cost story.

HOW MANY BENEFITS?

Defending the cost of Kennedy-
Corman, the Kennedy staffer said,
*...when you're funding a new
program like that, usually you're
going to pay more in taxes, but you
have to delete from that amount the
benefits that you're going to get...

“You're no longer going to be
paying for Medicare and Medicaid,
which are mismanaged and very
expensive, and you're not going to
be paying for private insurance
premiums any more...It's not sup-
posed to break people. It's sup-
posed to make health care more
affordable than it is now."”

What benefits will be lost in the

Only K d

big P ? Only )
and the two labor leaders who were
so quick to give in now know which
Americans’ health they are bar-
gaining away.

But even a watered-down bill will
likely be a step forward from the
present systém. Whether Congress
will pass it cannot yet ‘be pre-
dicted. C
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