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Trials:

TheMyLa

The trials of Lt William Calley and
others involved in the My Lai massacre
are currently taking place, with other
trials yet to come. At first glance it
seems puzzling that the government is
staging the trials at all — after all, when
the story of the cold-blooded execution
of - an entire Vietnamese village was
first told, it produced a wave of disgu
that helped i anti-war iment.
Yet now the Government Prosecutor is
retelling the story with eloquent indig-
nation. |s the government putting it-
self on trial? Or is it sincerely interest-
ed in justice?

Neither. It’s putting Lt. Calley on
trial, and not by choice. The govern-
ment.didn’t choose to reveal the My
Lai story. It concealed it as long as pos-
sible, and only admitted it when news-
men found out enough to make denial
impossible.

At that point the government had to
put someone on trial. The government
wishes us to believe it is fighting an _
“honorable’’ war in which, sometimes,
things unfortunately get out of hand.
To convince us, it must dissociate it-
self from My Lai by trying the immed-
iate commanding officer — Lt. Calley.

Even so, the problem is a delicate
one. The case must be tried by a mili-
tary court — the government doesn’t
want to set precedents by trying a war
crime in a civilian court. Yet the Army
mustn‘t be offended. Moreover, the
still sizeable (though shrinking) minor-
ity of the public which supports the
war — and on which Nixon very much
depends — mustn’t be offended either.

The solution is a trial which is hard-
ly a trial at all. The government’s weak-
est case — that of Sgt. Mitchell, who
may lly have been i t — was
tried first, setting a precedent. Lt Cal-
ley is being judged by a jury of officers
all but one of whom have served in Viet-
nam. An acquittal is a real possibility
— though the government would prob-
ably like a iction, with a mod
sentence, to prove that My Lai was

istake that is si ly deplored.

The truth, however, is that My Lai is
typical of the war. Not in its particu-
lars, necessarily. We don’t think whole
villages of unresisting people are delib-
erately slaughtered every day. (Although
neither do we think that has happened
only at My Lai.)

But the war is being fought against
the population of South Vietnam (and
now, of Cambodia as well). For years,
soldiers have been saying you can't tell
who's a VC — any Vietnamese could
turn out to be one. It was four years
ago that the village of 'Ben Suc was in-
tentionally completely destroyed, its
people forced into “refugee” camps —
because the village was pro-VC.

Other sorts of My Lais happen all
the time: like the soldiers who spend
idle time taking pot shots at water buf-
falo, or villagers in sampans. Like the

- designation of certain-areas as "'free

bombing areas” where pijots are instruc-
ted to bomianything moves. Like
the use of chemicals and pesticides
which destroy vegetation and poison
the land, making it impossible to raise
crops for years and thus condemning
the people to starvation.

“When a people is fighting for self-de-
termination, as are the Vietnamese,
every one of them is a potential enemy
of the aggressor nation. In a war of this
kind, killing civilians is /ogocal — it is an
inevitable result of this kind of war. In
a sense, the whole war has been one en-
ormous My Lai massacre.-

This is not to excuse Calley and the
other accused. They are vicious butch-
ers and should be dealt with as such —
far more severely than we expect the
Army to do. They can be judged as in-
dividuals because their actions were not
inevitable in individual terms: even in
this war, there have been many Amer-
ican servicemen who courageously,
sometimes at great personal risk, re-
frained from even shooting at the Viet-
namese.

But to point to the inevitability of
atrocities is to point out that the trials
are phony they are an attempt to find
a fall guy for America's genocidal war.
Calley is small fry. If he deserves trial,
far more should we be trying the gen-
erals and politicians who are the framers
and executors of this war and the imper-
ialist foreign policy that led to it.

Before and during World War |l the
world was horrified when the Nazis
wiped out whole villages. Today the
United States employs the same brutal
methods in Vietnam. But not because
it is run by fascists. It is /iberals who
use these methods — Kennedy who sent
*advisers” to Vietnam, Johnson who
sent in half a million troops, Nixon (a
conservative, but a moderate one) who
invaded Cambodia and today tries new
adventures in North Vietnam.

No liberal critic of the war has op-
posed it because of its imperialist na-
ture — not Bobby Kennedy, McCarthy,
McGovern, Lindsay, or any other.
Their opposition comes from the fact
that the U.S. is losing the war, and that
to continue it in the face of domestic
unrest threatens America’s ability to
carry out such wars in the future.

Foreign policy has its roots in the
domestic social system. American im-
perialism stems from the same source
as the murder of biack militants, the ex-
ploitation of American workers and the
pillage of our natural resources: thatis,
from the interests of American capital-
ism.

In the underdeveloped world, U.S.
imperialism fights two kinds of battles.
It intervenes against governments or
movements which threaten U.S.

perty — often Communist-led move-
ments. And, even where there is little
U.S. property, it opposes Communist
movements because the Communist
“camp” — even disunited — is a pow-
erful rival. In the Pacific, a failure of
the U.S. to “pacify” Vietham.would
deeply affect the trade and diplomacy
not only of little countries like Thai-
land, but of the giants like Japan. -

Why then does thie U.S. “'defense
against Communism" mean slaughter- o,
ing entire populations?*Because the E
United States became the most impor-
tant imperialist power ia an era when
imperialism was on-#he decline, when
people all around the world were fight-
ing for control of their lives. The only
way this country can maintain its world
position-is by waging war against whole
populations — and not only in Vietnam,

It is for this reason that liberals, who
are for progress but above all for capital- ~
ism and imperialism, are waging war with
fascist tactics. There will be more Viet-
nams if their leadership is not challenged.
The same murderous tactics will be em-
ployed in all of them; the working class
at home will continue to sink under the
burden. Every generation from now'on
will be dragged off to imperialist war.
That is the price we pay for maintain-
ing this system.®
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Michael Stewart

On Monday, Nov. 23, Secretary of
Defense Melvin Laird calmly announced
that the United States for the first time
in the history of the Vietnam war, had
invaded North Vietnam with ground
combat troops. A small number of
troops landed in the north somewhere
near Hanoi, their avowed purpose being
to free Americans held in prisoner of
war camps there. This action by itself
represents a dangerous new escalation of
the war, but taken together with the re-
sumption of the bombing of the north,
these acts further expose the phoniness
of Nixon’s “peace initiatives,” and dem-
onstrate once again that Nixon has no
intention of ending the war.

It has become a litany during the
Nixon administration that all acts of
war are taken in ortler to save the lives
of American soldiers. (Johnson, you re-
member, always claimed his actions
were taken in order to win the war.)
Thus the reported reason given for the .
resumption in bombing was that these
were in retaliation for the downing of
an unarmed reconnaissance plane, and
hence aimed at saving the lives of pilots
in the future. But the lie to this argu-
ment was given by sources inside the ad-
ministration itself.

. Qne high administratior official has
stated that “If this strike (the bombings)
is successful,...it will present quite a set-
back to the enemy.” Another source
enlarged on this: “In part, we're look-
ing to next summer and beyond, when
our force levels will be down consider-
ably. In that context, you can talk of
this as an inhibitory kind of attack.”
(N.Y. .Times). These comments indi-
cate that Nixon has still not completely
given up the old Johnson strategy of
carrying out bombings in order to hurt
the other side militarily and force them -
to negotiate, a strategy that has conclus-
ively proved its bankruptcy in the past.

The raid into North Vietnam is an
entirely different affair. This is no re-
turn to old policids but a qualitatively
new escalation of the war. The major
motivation for the raid was probably a
desire to bring off some dramatic act in
order to bolster the patriotic front at
home, a front whizh has recently been
hit with massive doses Qf propaganda

e

about the plight of prisoners of war and
of their wives at home. Yet its implica-
tions are much more far-reaching. What-
ever its actual purpose, what the raid sig-
nifies to the North Vietnamese is that a
major military action or invasion of
their country cannot be ruled out in the
future. It is the possibility that this is
exactly the message Nixon meant to
transmit to Hanoi which makes this new
escalation so serious.

Nixon's latest surprises are a response
to the continuing quagmire he finds him-
self stuck in. Unable to win the war,
and — because of the growing protest
movement at home, combined with the
social dislocation caused by the war —
unable to maintain the U.S. presence
there at its current levels, he decided to
devise some strategy aimed at prolong-
ing the war until the NLF would be
willing to accept some settlement ac-
ceptable to the U.S. “Vietnamization”
was his solution.

Vietnamization

Vietnamization aimed at reducing
the cost of the war, cutting back the
U.S. troop commitment while prop- _
ing up the south Vietnamese army so
that it could handle most of the on-go-
ing fighting. It was never viewed as a
strategy which would actually result in
the Saigon regime being able to stand
‘alone, but was only aimed at pacifying
the social protest movement at home'
so that the war could continue indefin-
itely. The recent escalations, like the
invasion of Cambodia, are evidence that
this strategy has been a failure.

In fact, Vietnamization, rather than
propping up the Saigon regime, has fur-
ther undermined it, driving people fur-
ther into opposition to both the regime
and to U.S. imperialism. It is doubtful
at best that any real pacification has oc-
curred in the countryside. Even the U.S.
‘admits that the NLF still controls most
of it. Recent reports also show that pa-
cification has been a flop in the cities.

Vietnamization has necessitated
greatly expanding the South Vietnam-
ese army, creating severe manpower
problems. This in turn has led to mass-
ive demonstrations by students, young

~ people, and army*veterans. Ngo Cong
Y

‘hnruct in five seconds.

\

Your mission, Dick, should you'decide to accept it, is to
prolong the war indefinitely while convincing everyone that you
are working for peace, and to force the other side to negotiate,
using a series of disastrous escalations. As always, should you
or any of your |. M. Force be defeated, the ruling class will dis-
avow any knowledge of your actions. This branch will self-de-

Mission Impossible

Duc, a Deputy in the Saigon National
Assembly and a leader of the opposition,
has described the repression that has
followed: ’

"On the political level, with the Viet-
namization of the war, the United States
seeks only to uphold the militarists and
prolong the war. The government of
Mr. Nguyen Van Thieu is a dictatorial
government which persecutes all those
who struggle for peace and independ-
ence, and jails the innocent. At the pre-
sent, the Nguyen Van Thieu government
severely represses all opposition move-
ments. Several hundred war victims are
being held in jails; several hundred stu-
dents were taken to military training
camps; the president of the Stuent Union
of Saigon-Hue is in prison. All are sub-
Jjected to the most savage kinds of tor-

. ture " (from Win magazine). And all
this is done presumably to preserve
South Vietnam as a “free’” country!

Vietnamization is also taking its toll
on the economy. This has led to num-
erous strikes in the south which have in-
volved hundreds of thousands of work-
ers, ranging from dock workers, bus
drivers and hotel employees to water
and electrical workers. Though these
strikes have not been directly aimed
against the war, the fact that all strikes
have been illegal since 1965 gives any
strike a political character.

Even now rumors are spreading that
Thieu will pull a “Johnson,” and not
run for rad&g'gn in order to quiet the
opposition. Instead, some compromise
candidate will be found. Yeteven in
the face of all these facts, the adminis-
tration gliblv claims that the Vietnam-
ization program is working! -

Self-Determination

-<%his program is failing for the very
saffie reasons that the U.S. cannot win
the war: a majority of the people in
South Vietnam, more and more each
day, support the other side. This is be=
cause the.war is lasically astruggle for
%elf determination for the people in
Vietnam, a struggle aimed at allowing
the Vietnamese people themselves to '_

~= determine the form of governmient and

society that they want, free from’out-
side domination by the U.S., Frgnce,.

h'

PEACE T

AR T ey
1 1
or any other country. It is a struggle

. in which the majority of Vietnamese

have a stake, and this is the reason for
the overwhelming opposition to éhe
U.S. involvement there. o

We do not believe that the National
Liberation Front will establish a social-
ist society, but rather one patterned
after the already existing one in North ~
Vietnam, which we call “bureaucftic
collectivist.” But regardless of what we
might like, and what we might adwise ,
the Vietnamese people to struggle for,”
no one has a right to impose any solu-
tion there, no one has a right to inter-
vene. That is what self determination’
means, And that is why the only solu-
tion to the war is for the U.S. to com-
pletely withdraw all its troops immedi- _
ately. §
Beyond the Doves

We are once again hearing the angu-
ished cries of the Doves in Congress who
have reassumed their recently abandon-
ed anti-war stance. Once again, they
opportunistically jump on the anti-war
“bandwagon. Yet where were they dur-
ing the elections, when the war was “not
an issue?” Where were they wheh the
Congress voted approval of Nixon's
phony “’peace initiatives?”"

It was, of course, because of the
sudden silence of the doves that the war
was not supposed to be an issue during
the elections. The electorate of this
country, however, proved that it still
was an issue by passing the three refer-
endums calling for the immediate with-
drawal of all troops (by a landslide 65
percent.of the vote in Detroit). The
Dove politicians have now returned to
this issue because they hope that it
might give them a handle for the ‘72
elections.” That is all. IT we want to see
the war ended, we must not rely on
them.

The American people are disgusted
with this war, and opposition to it is
overwhelming. ‘Moreover, the vote in
Detroit indicates that this sentiment

. reaches far into the working class. But

to datéythe anti-war movement has fail-
ed to provide an organizational vehicle
for this sentiment, to promote such or-
ganization among workers, and to re-

“'[éte_the war to the economic and social

.

consequences at home. This failure has
teft the anti-war sentiment that exists
to be manipulated by the dove politi-
cians. Organization is 2 prerequisite to
any effective struggle.

The anti-war movement must be re-
vived. It must begin to orient its activ-
ites towards promoting the organization
of the mass anti-war sentiment that ex-
ists, especially among workers, relating
the war to the social crisis in this coun-
try. Itis also imperative that demon-
strations be called in response to the
recent events. To fail to respond now
would give Nixon the free hand he needs
to continue to escalate the war.m
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Karl Fischer

The UAW'’s nationwide strike against
General Motors is over. On Nov. 19,
UAW President Leonard Woodcock an-
nounced that GM workers had voted to
ratify a new 3-year national contract
with the auto giant. The final vote
count is not in yet, since some locals
have not reported the results of their
vote. Woodcock, however, stated that
at that time 80 percent of skilled work-
ers and 85 percent of production work-
ers had voted for ratification (Detroit
News, Nov. 19, 1970). One Detroit

television station (WJBK-TV) comment-™

ed: “The ratification of the settlement
means that labor peace will return to
the auto industry and to Detroit for the
next three years.”

They are wrong. Nothingin the new
contract will begin to deal with the ba-
sic problems and needs of auto workers.
Nothing has been done to improve the
working conditions that have made auto
workers among the most volatile and ex-
plosive in America. As discussed in de-
tail in the last issue of Workers' Power,
the new contract falls far short of meet-
ing the basic needs of the industry’s
workers.

In exchange for a very modest wage
increase, Woodcock.agreed to do abso-
lutely nothing in the crucial area of
working conditions. The one clear vic-
tory in the contract was the return to
an unlimited cost-of-living allowance;
yet even this was won at the expense of
a major compromiss on the early retire-

ment program. * :

As if in echo of this fact, three wild:
cat strikes broke out in Detroit even as

GM workers were voting on the contract.

Workers at the Chrysler Mound Road
Engine Plant walked out when a stew-
ard was punched by a foreman and then
fired by the company. Workers.at the
Jefferson Assembly Plant wildcatted
when the plant’s heating system failed, -
and at the Detroit Forge Plant over the
disciplinary layoff of 27 militants.

Why then did GM workers ratify?
Why, after staying out for eight weeks
— the longest nationwide auto strike in
20 yearspsince the 104-day Chrysler
strike in 1950 — did they accep: a con-

tract which so obviously fell short of
their needs? Why, in spite of the fact
that many well-known UAW militants
— Jack Wagner, President of Local 599
in Flint and leader of the 30-and-Out
movement, and Pete Kelly, Vice-Pres-
ident of Local 160 in Warren and chair-
man of the United National Caucus, to
name two — flatly urged rejection?

The answer lies mainly in the way
the strike was run. From start to finish;
the entire production was carefully
stage-managed from thetop, from Sol-
idarity House. And its objectives were
less to force concession from GM than
to“cool off the demands of GM workers
—'keeping them out long enough to get.
them hungry, but not so long as to cre-
ate large-scale bitterness.

The“Friendly Strike”

The rank-and-file worker was ignored
during the eight weeks of the strike. No
raflies were called, no meetings were sch-
eduied to keep workers informed about
the progress of the negotiations ; noth-
ing was done to build morale in the
ranks.

- Moreover, contrary to what the UAW
leadership kept insisting, the tentative
settlement was used to force locals to
settle up. The’leadership even went so
far as to threaten the militant Mansfield
local with being placed in receivership
unless they settied by Nov. 21, deadline
for the ratification votes to be in. This
was no idle threat; the local had been
placed in receivership during the last con-
naiv
, -0 the very day of a GM-announced
deadline, Woodcock settled. He had
kept the strike going long enough to
make workers feel the pinch, and put
them in a receptive mood for a settle-
ment. But he realized that to keep the
strike going longer would have back-
fired; so much bitferness would resuit
that workers would be far less willing
to comproinise over the basic isstes.

The Wall Street Journal quite percep-
tively commented: ““Both sides agree
that if the strike had dragged on past
Thanksgiving it would have paved the
way for an epic dispute continuing into

the New Year. Such a possibility could
have tipped the scales within the UAW
from a ‘heroic struggle’ strengthening
Woodcock to a messy strike beyond the
control of the top leaders and perhaps
the downfall of Mr. Woodcock ** (Wal/
Street Journal, Nov. 20, 1970).

Thus Woodcock manipulated the
situation to produce widespread de-
moralization within the ranks, and then
submitted the contract for ratification.
Workers voted for ratification in large
numbers not because they were over-
joyed with the pact, but because they
saw no clear alternative. They felt that
rejecting the contract, in the absence of
any organized opposition leadership,
would only have prolonged the affair.
Workers beli at they would only
get essentially the same bad bargain back

in another month or so. Woodcock play-

ed a very tight game, and he won going
away.

Ford Next

The negotiations now move on to
Ford;and Chrysler; a strike deadline of
December 7-has been set aPFord. Wood-
cock will almost certainly settle at these

* two companies without a strike; he will -

present essentially t.fge same contract
thet he negotiated at"GM*to workers at
Ford and Chrysler. -

Even if they reject such a settlement :

~4,

— as they mofc’m;ainty should on the
merits of the contract = these workers
would find themselves in a difficult sit-
vation. Going out on strike at this point
could be ver hard; the strike fund is ex-
hausted, Ford and Chrysler are laying
off anyway because of the usual winter
production slowdown, and the winter
months are the worst time of the year

to be out. e
However, anéfimedjate strike is not
a necessity ; certain alteynatives are avail-

_able. For example, the union could be

instructed, after a rejection, to continue
negotiating for a better contract until

this spring if necessary, at which point -
the rank and file would be in a stioﬁ?e‘r-_'
position for a strike. Or, the union

could propose a one yéar contract on

the basis of the GM settlement, after
which a strike could be called. §

Two Lessons

" Two crucial lessons emerge from the
GM strike. The first is that rank-and,
file organization is the key to any sue-
cessful fight, in the auto industry as
much as elsewhere. Only when workers
are mobilized, kept informed on the is-
sues and strategies of the strike, and or-
ganized in such a way as to breathe same
life and spirit into a struggle, can there
be any effective drive mounted to figpt
and win real victories. ) .

The union leadership will not do this;
they deliberately foster a situation of
apathy and general exhaustion to main-
tain their own control over the ranks.
This work must be done by rank-and-
file militants, or it will be done by no -
one. .

The second point is that issues of "~
working conditions must become the
primary concern of militant auto work-
ers in the coming months. GM has
granted some economic concessions in
this contract. However small the gains
are.in comparison to the real needs of
workers, they will cost the companies
a sizeable amount in increased costs. In
response, GM and their junior partners
will do what they have always done in
such a situation; they will attempt to
win back what they give in wages by
“increases in productivity’’: i.e. speed-
up, crackdowns on absenteeism, and
general tightening of work discipline.

The companies will attempt to make
their workers pay for the new contract
by taking it out of the workers" hides.
Workers must organize to fight defensive
battles against the worsening speedup
and production squeeze which is sure to
come. Beyond that,-they must begin t0
formulate programs to de®l with these
issues; increases in line stewards, simpli-
fication of the grievance procedure, de-
mands relating to presumption of in-
nocence of workers charged with an
offense, and the demand for workers’
control of all production standards and
line speeds. These issues will clearly be
crucial inghe months and years to come.®
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The recent kidnappings in Quebec,
followed by the military occupation of
the province by Canadian troops, have
left most Americans (traditionally ignor-
ant of everything about Canada except
the fact that it is north of us) totally
puzzled. Reactions vary from accep-
tance of the official press-handout story
that Quebec separatism is the affair of
a handful of student militants, isolated
from the mainstream of French-Canadi-
an society, to the belief that a massive
armed uprising is due to break out in
Montreal any day now. Uncertain of
what is going on or how to react, even
radicals in the US have met the massive

kd and of civil liber-
ties in Quebec with total apathy.

What is more surprising, even Canadi-
&ns outside Quebec have only the most
confused idea of what is going on. While
English-Canadians are aware that French-
Canadian nationalism exists as a power-
ful force in Canadian affairs, they tend to
see it as a residue of Quebec's rural past,
as youthful foolishness of students and
intellectuals, or as something which can

" be assuaged with token gestures such as
the use of the French language on money
and stamps.

Both the extent of the deep-rooted
sense of grievance with which the Que-
becois masses view official Canadian
society, and the newfound self-confi-
dence with which they are seeking to
master their own destiny have come as
a total surprise to English-Canadians in
all classes and throughout the political
spectrum. Only the student "‘new left"
of Canada sympathizes with or supports
the nationalists of Quebec, and they do
so more out of instinct than of under-
standing.

300 years of feudalism, lmpenallsm
and subordinagjon have left the French-
speaking people of Canada with a leg-
acy of poverty, unemployment, disease
and illiteracy which cannot be elimin-
ated with a French word on a coin or a
constitutional adjustment here and
there. They lhaye also left an accumula-
ted bitterness which*can no longer be
contained by the oily words of the
priest, the rantings of local fascist dem-
agogues in the pay of Toronto bankers
or the slick manipulatiaris of Pierre-
Eiliot Trudeau and the “new Liber
The crisis of Quebec ulturai -

s not ac

one, but a social one, ard 1t oming

increasingly a crisis of Canada vhole
Young Quebecois intelle e

to refer to themselves (with s¢

e J as "“white niggers

f corporat

ecutives. Within Quebec, which has an
overall standard of living 27 percent be-
low that of neighboring Ontario, the
Quebecois rank 12th in income among
the 14 major ethnic groups, above only
the Indians and the Italian immigrants.

Tuberculosis, the “‘disease of poverty””

is still common in rural Quebec and in
the mill towns along the St. Lawrence,
and even more so ameng the French
minority in New Brunswick and the
fishermen of the Gaspe peninsula. Over-
crowding, slums and illiteracy make up
an everpresent part of life in the world's
fifth richest country, at least as far as
1/3 of her population are concerned.

English-Canadians are fond of blam-
ing poverty in Quebec on the backward-
ness of her people. They point to the
prosperous, hustling English-speaking
bourgeoisie of Montreal, and contrast
them with the conservative insularity of
the priest-ridden habitant of the back-
woods. The image of the Quebecois in
English Canada is not that of the “'nig-
ger,” as the young Montreal intellectuals
believe, but that of the ignorant rural
“redneck,” trapped in his own cultural
backwardness.

When the Anglais thinks of French
Canada, he thinks of the corrupt and
reactionary regime of Maurice Duples-
sis (the Talmadge of Canada), of the
easily-bribable traffic cops, the humble
peasant listening to his priest tell him
of the evils of the outside world. All
of these things are indeed part of Que-
bec's heritage, but so are 150 years of
struggle against them — of militant or-
ganization, of armed struggle and fight
against clerical and feudal domination.

Moreover, the young Quebecois
nationalist is burningly aware of some-
thing the English-Canadian prefers to
forget: that at every crucial turning
point of the struggle against reaction
and backwardness in Quebec, British
imperialism and the federal government

in Ottawa sided with the same medieval

force they point to as the cause of Que-
bec’s problems. The backwardness and
poverty of French Canada was and is the
product of British imperialism and of
Canadian and Americar capitalism.

1. The Feudal Legacy

When the France of the "ol

n te

id regime”’
» build its settlements in the New
they ttied to recreate French

feudalism i Grants of

{most!

Vorld,

Canada land

were made 10 seign om

yC

moners) lic Ch

to populate th

re granted feuda

to forced labor fr

* still paying these feudal rents.

)

a variety of cash rents plus shares of
crops. 25 percent of these grants went
to the Church.

After the English conquest, the
feudal system was retained intact, ex-
cept that English seigneurs replaced
many of the French landlords, who
had fled. The Quebec Act of 1774 con-
firmed the rights of the Catholic Church,
provided for government collection of
Church tithes, and maintained the French
civil code as the basic legal code for the
province out of “respect for the customs
of the inhabitants” (it happened to be
an additional convenience for the colon-
ial authorities that these customs didn't
include the rights of habeus corpus or of
trial by jury). In return for these con-
cessions, the Church threw its full weight
behind the British administration, and
in particular played a key role in keep-
ing Quebec quiet during the American
revolution,

= ' VICAR OF NEW FRANCE
IEW

It wasn’t until 1854 that the British
“abolished feudalism* in Quebec, and
then they did it ina most peculiar way
The selgneursﬁad held title under
French law as “trustees,” obligated to
rent it at customary rates to anyone
who would accept the obligations 6T - .4
being their tenants. The government
converted this right to that of absolute
ownership of all unsettled land, p#td
them $5 million in compensation for
their abolished milling-and $orced-labor
rights (and also paid $4 million to On-
tario landlords -who had never had these
rights in the first place, just to be fair),
and gave the tenants the choice of buy- ~
ng their land outright for an impossibly
high sum or of paying annual interest
at 6 percent of that sum

In 1940, almost 100 years later, 44
percent of, the farmers of Quebec were
In that
r 'hf Liberai government bought
and outrigh} for $3,500,000 and

°d th s with another 4%
ars of payments to repay the govern

ment its expense

*-#cy found a fertile soil.

o

-

Just to avoid any interference of
Church and State, however, the lands bf
the Catholic Church and its institutions
were exempted from the “de-feudaliz-
ation” of Quebec. The Church ‘eonﬂn-
ued to reinforce the backwardness of
the immense part of rural and urban
Quebec it still controlled, and #ie basis
was laid for the alliance between English
and French conservatives which L
led Canada for most of the 19thcm-
tury.

This continuation of hudallsm L
wasn't just a problem of a few individu- -
ally oppressive relationships. The ten-
ant farmers of Quebec were barred from
infringing upon the feudal rights of their
seigneurs, whether lay or clerical: from
building gristmills or sawmills, from cut-
ting commercial lumber, from (in short)
engaging in any activity other than
farming or fishing. This not only tied
the individual habitants to their land
and pevented them from moving into
modern occupations, ‘it encouraged a
backward subsistence economy which _
was unable to nourish any commercial
classes, which had no home market of
its own for any but the most elementary
manufactured goods.

It is this heritage which is directly
responsible for the fact that only 4%
percent of manufacturing in Quebec is
controlled by French-Canadians, while
Americans hold 51 percent and English-
Canadians 44 percent. When capitalism
came to Quebec, it came as a foreign im-
portation, and it found a ready-made
reservoir of cheap labor in the impover-
ished peasants and fasherfolk of French
Canada. .

Moreover, the compact between the
Church and the commercial interests of
Toronta riveted the chains of parod‘uaf
education and illiteracy 6n the necks of
the people of Quebec, All education
was in Church schools — French-speak-
ing ;pr Catholics, English-speaking for
Protestants — and ignorance and illiter-
1%as not until
the “Quiet Revolution” of the 1960’s
that the first attempts were made to
secularize the school system and break
down the rigid segregation between
French and English-speaking children.

2.The Democratic Heritage

If feudalism, clericalism and ignorance
are part of Quebec’s legacy, so is strug-
gle against both these and capitalist ex-
ploitation. In 1837, the democrats of
French Canada rose up against the alli-
ance of the Church and British imperial-
ism, and joined with reformers of English
Canada in demanding a democratic and
secularized state. The revolt was defeat-
ed; and both the Church and the land-
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{ords retained their privileges, but the -
British governmient was forced to con-

. cede wider powers to elected represen-
tativez of the Canadian people.

The Parti Rouge of Quebec maintain-
ed contact throughout this period not
only with the English-Canadian reform-
ers, but with the British Chartist Move-
ment and the Irish leader O’Connell.

_They, fought for full rights and equality,
not only between Protestants and Ca-
tholics, but for Jews and “’dissenters”
as well (at a time when these rights were
still denied in England).

The English attempted to keep Que-
bec down and to force the eventual as-
similation of the French by unifying
Upper and Lower Canada (Ontario and
Quebec) into a single province, where
French was denied status as a legal lan-
guage and an English-speaking majority
could dorhinate. The reformers of both
sections continued their close collabora-
tion and resistance to the imperial edict,
until in 1848 (with the breath of Euro-
pean revolution on the backs of their
necks), the British government yielded,
granted greater powers to the Canadian
government, and legalized French as an
official language again.

Finally, in 1867, Canada was organ-
ized as a “dominion” of the British em-
pire, and a federal structure adopted.
The political leaders of Quebec, already
fatally entangled with the bankers and
merchants of English Canada, accepted
the compromise by which their rights as
a national minority were shuffled aside
under the pretext of “provincial auton-
omy."’

The crucial que-stton of equality of
both nations in the new state was trans-
formed into the slogan of “masters in
our.own house” — the right of the Que- .
becais to run Quebec however they
wanted, and the abandonment of the
rights of the French-speaking minority
in the rest of Canada.

This deal was cemented in the “Man-
itoba school crisis” of 1890, when Que-
bec voters were persuaded to accept
the abolition of all education in French
in the province of Manitoba, on the
grounds that the federal government
should not interfere with provincial

autonomy.

LOUIS RIEL
L TR

Although education in French had"
been quietly eliminated in New Bruns-
wick within 10 years of confederation,
Manitoba was ‘a particularly bitter pill
to swallow. The province of Manitoba
had secured self-government and equal-
ity of English and French a3 a result of
an armed uprising of settlers, halfbreeds
(metis) and Indians, led by a French
metis named Louis Riel.

The ““Red River Rebellion” was the
result of a typical Canadian government
ripoff — the payment of a huge sum of
money to the Hudosn’s Bay Company
for westérn land it had never owned,
and the resale of that land to real estate

speculators and railroads without the
“consent of those living on it. Although
the revolt was defeated militarily, it won
a measure of representative government
and equality in Manitoba.

Fifteen years later, when Riel and 8
Indian leaders were judicially murdered
after leading a similar uprising in Sas-
katchewan, 50,000 demonstrators sang
the Marseillaise and lowered the flags of
Montreal to half-mast while the Orange
Order organized celebrations in Ontar-
io.

O T R RS R TSNS

3.The Manitoba School Crisis

R O S A Il
The Manitoba school crisis defined
the restrictive framework within which
the ion of French-Canadian rights
has been confined ever since. In 1890,
a Liberal government came to power in
Manitoba, and secularized the school
system. This tremendous step forward

~— the abolition of Church convol of ed-

2t

bec grisis by constitutional sleight-of-
hand.

4.Clerical Fascism

The traditions of provincialism and
clericalism found its true unity in the

'mid-1930°s. Maurice Duplessis, provin-

cial leader of the Conservative Party in
Quebec, engineered a unification of his
party with a number of ultra-rightist,
clerical nationalist and fascist groupings,
to form the “Union Nationale.” Run-
ning on a platform of opposition to the
“trusts” and affirmation of traditional
rural virtues, spiced with attacks on the
Liberals as tools of the ""Jewish bankers"
and lubricated with liberal applications
of holy water from the priests, Duplessis
swept to power. .

The victory of I'Union Nationale was
not merely some Canadian peculiarity.
The great depression had thrown world
capitalism into a panic, and rulers every-
where were throwing their support to

- was unfor
by the institution of public oducaﬁon in
English only.

The Catholic Church reacted sharply,
and persuaded its Conservative allies
to introduce a bill in the federal parlia-
ment overriding the Mantioba action.
(The Conservative Party was the bastard
child of a mesalliance between the Ca-
tholic hierarchy, Orangeism and finance
capital.) The next federal election was
fought on the Manitoba school issue,
with the bishops openly campaigning
for the tory candidates, while the Lib-
erals stood for “'provincial rights.” When
the vote was in, the Liberal Party had
carried Quebec by 3 to 1.

The Manitoba crisis defined (on both
sides) the acceptable limits of debate on
the rights and destiny of the French-
Canadian nation. On the one hand,
the Church and the Tories urged the
Canadien to identify himself primarily
as a Catholic. Their image was “jean-
Batiste,” who appears as the patron
saint of Quebec in annual ceremonies
— a curly-headed little boy, innocent and
naive, leading a lamb through the streets.
“ The Church and its allies preached
virtues of piety, obedience and poverty,
and constantly contrasted the pure life
of the humble habitant with the evils of
materialism, atheism and democracy
(the latter two usually presented as syn-
onymous). The peasant of Quebec was
told to welcome his poverty and subor-
dination, because it proved his spiritual
superiority to the Anglais. The British
Crown was depicted as the surest guaran-
tor of French-Canadian rights against the
encroachments of English Protestantism
and ... the Liberals. -

The Liberals, on the other hand,
dealt with French rights not as a ques-"
tion of religion but as one of “central-
ization" versus “'decentralization.” The
salvation of the Quebecois lay in provin-
cial autonomy, and this autonomy was
defended on grounds of general political
~and constitutional principles, rather than

specifics of the Canadian situation.
ﬂ"‘Q: heritage of this abstract “‘consti-
al”’ approach has poisoned Cane-
dian polltiu ever smo- lt has left the
French-sp ide Que-
bec at the m.rcy of English-Canadian
chauvinism, barred any attempt at ra-
tional centralization of Canadian govern-
ment, encouraged provincialism through-

_ out Canada, and thrown the Ljberals —

barred by their own “principles” from
building a strong and unitary binational
Canadian state — into the arms of Amer-
ican big business, as an “alternative” to
the Catholic Church and British imper-
ialism. It determines the current attempts
of the Liberal Paity to resolve the Que-
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d who might channel mass
discontent into forms which would sup-
port rather than challenge the systerm.
Duplessis received thousands of dollars
for his campaign from Toronto bankers
and Montreal businessmen. During the
same period, Hitler was helped to power
in Germany, Huey Long in Louisiana
and the demagogic Social Crednt Party
in Alberta.

MAURICE DUPLESSIS

Nor was the support of the Church
merely a reflection of its medieval atti-
tudes, For 100 years, the Catholic
Church in Canada had been reinvesting
its profits from igs vast Quebec landhold-
ings in st;;l:ﬁﬁroad bonds and other
commercial enterprises. From the bis-
hops down, the leaders of the Church
were totally entangled with the same
capitalist system the parish priests so
piously denounced from their pulpits.
The survival of Catholic institutions was
depgndent upon the survival of the cap-
italfst system, and Quebeg was one of
the weakest points of that system.

The depression hit Quebec with an _
impact probably unequalled in North -
America. Despitesthe propsganda im-
ge conveyed by priest and pohtu:lan
the typical Quebecois was no longer a
sabsistence farmer, but a textile worker.

= or lumberjack,

The backwardness of its agncuh‘ura
(in the mid-30’s, for example, Quebec,,
farmers had only 1/5 as many tractors
per capita as those of Ontaric) had pro-
duced an abundant supply of cheap la-
bor, and the forests and rivers of Quebec
attracted increasing American invest-
ment. With her farming population
already permanently depressed, the ef-
fect of the great crash upon an industry
almost totally export-oriented was catas-
trophic. Disease, poverty and starvation
hit'Quebec, followed by strikes, riots and
radical agitation..
Duplessis was a godsend to the Cana-
dun 'upmlnt;. While the official gov-
t paper (edited by the former P
the “National Socialist Party of
adn"l churned out anti-semitic prop-

* and uses terrorism as a primary polit-

Alphabet
Soup,
Cafiadian
Style -

Lo
[a guide to some Canadian political or=
ganizations and their initis(n]

FLQ: Frontde Liberation du Quebec,
militant separatist organization which
advocates a ‘‘Quebec brand of socialism”

ical tactic. It has about 130 members
free (before the current crackdown) and
another 100 in jail.

PQ: Parti Quebecois, the largest single
party in Quebec, with over 30,000 mem-
bers. Formed as a merger of three gep-
aratist groups, it received 24 percent of
the vote in the last provincial elec!pn
but only 7 percent of the seats, %

CLC: Canadian Labour Congress, a
national federation encompassing the
bulk of Canadian workers; based on °
the AFL-CIO internationals and very
much under American influence.QFL:
Quebec Federation of Labour, Quebec |
section of CLC. -

CSN (CNTU): Confederation des Syn-
dicats Nationaux (Confederation of Na-
tional Trade Unions), independent Queé-
bec federation of unions with about
250,000 members, almost all French-
speaking. Formerly the Canadian and
Catholic Confederation af Trade Unions,
it was set up by the Catholic Church as
a “‘company union” corporatist move-
ment, but has fallen under militant lay
control, especially in Montreal.

FRAP: Front d'Action Politique, poli-
tical arm of Montreal CSN.

NDP: New Democratic Party, social-
democratic party organized by members
of the former Cooperative Common-
wealth Federation and leaders of the
CLC. Receives about 1/3 of labor vote
and has 20 members in parliament.

- -
Union Nationale: Quebec conservative
party, at one time semi-fascist, closely
linked with big business and Catholic
Church gwen to frequent use of nation-
alist rhetoric.

Liberal Party: Traditional party of sub-
‘ordinatlgn to U.S. capital, federalism.

Progressive-Conservative Party?™ Tradi-
tional party of subordination to British
imperialism. Has newly become Canad-
idn nationalist in response to the impend-
ing demise of its former British patrons.
Dominates Maritime Provinces.

Social-Credit (SoCreds™): Prairie “funny,
money” party. At one time it had strong
fascist overtones, but lately has become
just orthodox conservative. Government
party in-British Columbia and Alberta.
Creditistes: Quebec split from SoCreds.
Scored exceptional electoral victory in
1962, running on slogan: “‘What have
you got to lose?”’ Heavily nationalist in

rhetoric. Many Creditistes have nnned
the PQ.




A previous issue of Workers' Power
(No. 24) reported the development of
a strike in Manville, New Jersey, against
the giganticalohns-Manville corporation.
At issue were basic economic improve-
ments and the need for protection

inst the asb dust inhaled by
workers in the pipemaking factory.

The lack of protection is directly

" responsible for hundreds of cases of as-

bestosis, a progressively crippling lung
disease, and thelioma, a deadly
and incurable form of cancer. As of
mid-November the strike has nnlerad a

settlement on the proposed terms would
set the pace for settlements at other J-M
plants where contracts expire this year,
particularly at the Lampoc mine in
Southern California. The local union,
United Papermakers and Paperworkers
Local 800, would be bankrupted, de-
moralized, and left to the mercy of the
company-controlled courts. The bitter
memory of a costly defeat would erode
the possibilities of militant struggle for
a considerable period.

.

At this point, the striking v\;orkers

+

new phase, owing to the overwhel
rank-and-file rejection of a contract pro—
posal which the local union leadership
had accepted.

After thirteen weeks of struggle dur- -
ing which the union faced the full force
of legal repression — injunctions, arrests
and contempt citations — the corpora-
tion offered a miserable ““settlement’”
which met virtually none of the strike
demands. The only concession was the
elimination of the “buffer zone' allow-
ing management to distribute overtime
work according to its own preferences.
(As previously reported, the union de-
mands equal distribution of overtime
so that everyone gets an equal chance
for extra money — the wage levels are
so low that overtime is an economic ne-
cessity desPite the deadly conditions in
the plant.)

A Slap in the Face

The rest of the “settlement” was a
slap in the face. The contract was to
run three yéars, with a November ex- =
piration date — exactly the time of year
when J-M hits a slack season and lays

workers off. The wage offer was for 6 - ~

percent yearly, with no escalator, which
would leave J-M workers further behind
than they already are. And on the life-
and-death issue of environmental con-
trol, the company propdsed a “'joint
union-management committee’’ to meet
monthly for discussions, without even
a timetable for developing real action
proposals. The corporation calculated
that a three-month strike had bled the
workers to the point of accepting any-
thing — a conclusion which the union
leadership was unable to challenge.

Up to now the course of events had
followed the corporation’s script. A

%

Ives took over center stage. The
contract proposal came down October
31. A ratification meeting was called
for the following Monday. In an atmos-
phere of virtual chaos, the officials
argued that they had won the best set-
tlement possible under the circum-
stances. Continuation of the strike
would mean the loss of holiday pay for
Thanksgiving, possibly even Christmas,
While they realize the contract is a poor
one, “‘responsibility to the membership”
forces them to recommend a return to
work.

But in spite of the grim alternatives,
this pill was too bitter for the strikers to
swallow. Even with no organized oppo-
sition to the official leadership, the
workers took the floor to denounce the
settlement — particularly the length of
the contract and the lack of meaning-
ful economic improvements. The asbes-
tos dust control question, however, re-
mained mainly in the background as i®
has throughout most of the strike, al-
though it fias proyided a major impetus
for the strike and explains much of its
determination and militancy.

When a secret ballot was proposed
for the ratification, the strikers demand-
ed an open vote. A chaotic parliamen-
tary wrangle ensued and the meeting
ended in disorder with no vote. Essen-
tially the same scene was repeated at a
second meeting later the same day.

A week passed with the strike in
limbo - no further meetings or negoti-
ations. On the following Monday
another gigantic meeting was held with
2000 striking workers in attendance.
The opposition speakers this time were
more articulate, perhaps somewhat
better organized than before. A nota-
ble feature was the emergence of several

.

¢

-

N
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women as important opponents of the
settlement. But once again it was the
sentiments of the vast majority of the
strikers, rather than an organized rank-
and-file alternative leadership, which
completely transformed the situation.

The anger of the week before had
not been a momentary flareup to be
forgotten or dissipated in the following
few days. By a virtually unanimous
decision, the membership refused to
even vote on the proposed contract.
The negotiating committee was sent
h:k to tha eorpom:on with the fol-

ds: for a two-

year eontnet and an August expiration
date, a meaningful wage increase, and
vacation benefits. Hardly realizing what
had h d, the union leadership was
completely swept aside — to all appear-

an unorganized, spontaneous

le upheaval.

For several days the union leaders
practically vanished from sight, as the
strike simply continued of its own mom-
entum. After this brief period they
resumed leadership and — to outside
appearances — the strike continues as
‘before. But unquestionably a new
phase has begun. The company refuses
to make any.new proposal. The union
digs in for a strike which might pos-
sibly last all winter, even until the end
of March when the sontract of the huge
local in Waukegan, Iilinois, is scheduled

has begun an attack on thisgroup, label-
ling it as a carrier of ““a philosophy alien
to our way of life.” (Earlierin the
strike the corporation itself tried the
same tactic, without success.]” But

since this group was expressing openly
radical ndus and distributing copies of
Workers' Power to hundreds of strikers =
long before the contract proposal, hcw-
ever, it seems unlikely that “philosophy” _
is the real issue.

The real ““crime” of the Manville
Strike Support Group was that it dis-
tributed leaflets calling for rejection of
the contract. It would appear that this
appeal played at the very most a small
role, if perhaps a real one, in precipita-
ting the actual rejection, But the pre-
sence of radicals supporting the strike
has changed from-an asset to a threat
from the viewpoint of the union leader-
ship. Itis yet to be seen how the work-
ers themselves, who have not previously
indicated that they regard the radicals
as “alien,” will react to this develop-
ment. But the changed attitude of the
strike leadership can be seen as a sign
of the change in She objective situation
of the strike itself.

Organize fo Win
* ‘The contract rejection was an inspor-

tant step, representing the survival of
Mworku:’m"nlpolmm-

to expire. In any case, the leadership -
has advised the strikers to brace. ﬂm}
selves Yor this possnbﬂlty .

It is completely to their credit —
evenifmeyhadnodwiea-lﬁnttm .
local leadership has resumed responsi- =~ -
bility for organizing and leading the
strike. But the turn in the situation
has prompted them to begin an attack
in another direction as well.

Throughout the strike a group of in-
dependent radicals called the Manville
Strike Support Group has been actively
working to support the strike and Imlid\
contacts with the workers and the union.
During’the thirteen weeks before the
proposed settlement the union officials
seemed completely open to student and
radical support; at one point it
that massive student support for picket
lines would be requested. Since the con-
tract rejection, however, the leadership

g leadership could have kill-

] th. But victory will only be won if

s step is followed by others. The un-
organized militancy which rejected the
contract must take organized form —
otherwise the leaders will come back
again with another bad offer, and again
if necessary, until a tired membership
votes to accept.

Just as important, the most basic de-
mand underlying the strike — for pro-
tection against the asbestos dust — must
be fought for. Until now it has remain-
ed in the background. It's not hard to
see why: to fight for real protection
would mean demanding standards set
and enforced by the union, with the
power to close the plant at any time for
iolations at the corporation’s expense.
This demand would go beyond tradition-
al wage-and-hours issues and require a
degree of workers’ control over the com-
pany’s operations. But to safeguard
their own lives, workers will have to de-

'WORKERS"POWER: NO 1274 D@ 10> IRAGE §



mand jast this

The rgnk and file — through organ
ized commiftees - § d force this de
mand onto_the negotiating table. When
th é(;mp;:n‘,' claims the proposed con-
trols will’be too expensive, or that cur-
rent plans are sufficient, or that profits
are in danger, the union should demand
the right to inspect its books. If neces-
sary the whole enterprise should be ta-
ken over under workers’ control, with
any losses made good by taxing other
corporatians.

To fight for such demands effective-
ly, it will be necessary to do more than
strike and negotiate. "These demands cut
into the company’s rights, and J-M will
fight tooth and nail against them. Yet
they are absolutely necessary not only
for the Manville workers, but for other
J-M workers and workers in other indus-
tries: intolerable safety conditions en-
danger workers’ lives everywhere. The
Manville workers should seek their sup-
port, through sympathy strikes or dem-
onstrations at other J-M plants (such as
the” Lampoc mine in California, which
will shortly begin its own struggle again-
st J-M). Financial aid should be demand-
ed from the AFL-CIO and unions which
claim to be concerned about social is-
sued ke the UAW.

Political Struggle

Finally, the issue should be taken in-
to the political arena. The safety issue
really requires industry-wide and nation-

_ wide solutions. J-M workers should de-
" mand a state safety law %nd demonstrate
in Trenton to get it. They should join
with other workers to demand a nation-

al safety law.

At this point the struggle would
reach a new level: as the struggle for
safety became joined with other strug-
gles — for control of working condi-
tions, for full employment — it would
require a break with the Democratic '
Party, whose representatives are tied to
protecting the “rights”’ of corporate pro-
perty. tt would require a class-wide mass
political party of working people. On
the basis of political independence, the
labor movement could unite with the
“ecology’’ movement around a program:
not to destroy industrial production,
but to transform it into the basis of a
society free of pollution, in which tech-
nology truly worked to ease and beau-
tify life. .

The Manville strikers are concentra-
ting on the immediate tasks ahead. Even
aside from pollution control, it is not
clear how far the workers will have to
go to win their immediate basic econ-
omic demands — it's not clear, for ex-
ample, how the GM strike settlement
will affect the bargaining position of
Johns—Manville. Fifteen weeks of pick-
eting, harassment, contempt citations,
and one miserable contract proposal
have already shown that the fight for
the right to live and breathe is a long

But although the sirikers themselves

don’t yet look so far ahead, the strike ...

points in the direction of a broader so-
cial struggle. It will be difficult to sell

a “settlement” which says nothing about
controlling the asbestos'dust which kills
on the job, yet to fight for control will
require fighting on a broader front than
has been the case until now.

This is the reason why the union
leaders suddenly find radical ideas “alien”
— it is because these ideas are no tonger
incidental to nuts-and-bolts picket line
support, but rather may begin to appear
very natural t6 the strikers and to crys-
tallize demands for political action
which the existing union leadership can-
not carry out.m

LIFE
ON THE
LINE

John Weber

| work on the second shift at a
| GM auto assembly plant. Production
on our shift is scheduled to run be-
tween the hours of 4:30 in the after-
noon and_1:00 in the morning, with a.
half hour off for lunch. But you can't
count on a one o'clock quitting time.

f# As long as the line keeps on going,

you have to stay at your station and
keep on working.

About ten minutes before the line
shuts down, the foreman comes around
and tells everybody when line time
(the time that the line stops) will be.
Until that moment, all you know is
the rumors, and they keep on chang-
ing all the time. There is no way of
planning on meeting someone after
work or doing anything, because you .
never know what time you'll get off.
You can‘t even plan on getting together
with someone who works in a different
department, because the line time is
different from department to depart-
ment.

Every day, the plant manager has a
certain production schedule he has to
get out. You work until that schedule
is met, and that’s all there is to it.

During periods of normal production,
the variation in the line time isn't +
much more than a petty nuisance:
You usually can count on getting out
sometime between 12:48 and 1:18.

If there is a big breakdown, you work
about that much overtime. By and
large, nobody seems to get too upset
about the unpredictable line time. Its
pretty much accepted that we are all
just another part of the machine and
we just keep on going until the big
man shuts us off.

No Warning

What really causes gripes is when
they teil you that you‘ve got to work
a couple of hours overtime, or that

" you've got to come in on a weekend
or holiday. Every week they put up

a notice saying what the expected pro-
duction schedule is for the next week.
But they don’t have to stick to it.
You can officially find out about 2
minutes before the scheduled line
time that you're working a couple of
hours overtime. And at 12:30 on Fri-
day night, they might tell you that you
have to come in on Saturday.

Any, day of the week they can tell
you to“ome in the next day at some
hour, so {that they can work both shifts
overtime. There is nothing you can do
about it, even if you have plans. They
give you more trouble for missing an
-overtime day than they do if you miss
a regular work day.

They can also single you out and
tell you to stay after ‘the line stops.
They might give you a broom and tell
you to sweep up, or they might put
you on a job you've never done before.
A lot of guys don't like being told to
do something that isn’t their job.
Other guys really want that overtime,
but 'no one asks what you want; they
just tell you.

Skilled trades workers get a lot of
overtime work. During changeover
they usually go 10 hours every day,
6 days a week. They also have a lot
of weekend work all year around.
Some of them want all the overtime
they can get. But others complain
that no amount of money is worth
ruining their health. One friend on
maintanence told me that they some-
times have to come in on weekends
even when there is no work to do.
The foremen like the extra overtime
money, but can only get it if they call
in workers and so they make up jobs
to do on weekends.

We expect a real lot of overtime

If GM wants to umvm;sv production,
they should hire more workers: The 40
hour week was supposedly won 80 years
ago, and there is a lot of qnemplOVMPgl
around. Overtime, particularly if its go-
ing to be more than 18 minutes per day,
should be on a purely voluntary basis.
We know that an assembly line garinot
be run without ev nelthere; if we
won this demand, it would mean that
there would be no overtite work. GM
Would have to plan ahead and hire the *
people it needs to produce the cars it
wants on a straight time basis. .

A mistake in planning should incems.
venience GM and not us. We should
get enough pay so no ore needs over-
time. There would still be son"\ev over-
time for those who want it on sub
assembly work, maintanence, material -
and so on. This could be bid for on
the ‘basis of seniority and overtime
lists. Unfortunately, our union does
not consider voluntary overtime to hd
an important issue to fight for.

Dictatorial Control

When you hire in to a GM plant,
one of the questions they ask you on
the application is if you are willing to
accept all overtime offered. If you
say no, you’re not hired. If you com™
plain about forced overtime’ after start-
ing work, they can show you the appli-

oluntary

Overtime

Bl . -
ol e

when we come back from the strike. -
Some_people think that since-GM pays
us.gime and a half.rates on overtimé,

it costs them. more to producé cars on
overtime and therefore they won't do
it except in an emergency. This is not
true. '

Labor costs are higher at overtifie
rates, but fixed costs are not affected.
The cost of the plant, the machinery,
the bookeeping and clerical overhead,
and so on remains just about the sahle,
no matter how many hours the plant
operates. Since they figure these costs
on the basis of two 40 hour per week
production shifts, these fixed costs are
free during overtime hours worked.
Also, all benefits and the night shift
premium® are calculated on a straight
time basis.” As a result, overtime pro-
duction p Pbably costs GM no more,
and y less, than straight time
production.

]

cation where you had already agreed
to the overtime. GM considers its dic-
ial control over the workforgg. to
be even more important to them than
any question about wages and benefits.

In this last round of negotiations,
the UAW put voluntary overtime on
the table, but it was the first demand
they agreed to drop. Over the years,
it has proven true that whether the
UAW does well or poorly on wages
and benefits, the international union
is willing to do nothing on the ques-
tions relating to working conditions
and our life in the plant.

It's hard for a union official who
has long been off the line to remember
what life in the plants’is like. Only
when the ranks organize, and force
their feelings to be felt, will we be able
to make headway on issues like volun-
tary overtime.m
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[E veryone reallzes now that the po-
litical "leaders"’ of this country, both
Republican and Democratic, have de-
cided that the way to defeat move-
ments of soc:al protest is through “law
and order" (read repression). However,
due to a general press blackout and
the legal "muzzling" of defendants,
not much is known of the extent of the
current wave of repression, nor of how
successful it has been. It is up to the
movement press to publicize what is
going on. The following two reports
are cases in-oint.]

—

.St Louis

The outbreak of repression in St.
Louis is the direct result of the destruc-
tion of two ROTC buildings on the
Washington University P The
second building was-destroyed on May
5, as a result of the mass outrage at the
invasion of Cambodia and the killings
at Kent State. Seven people were in-
dicted over the summer, three charged
under the 1968 Civil Rights Act, the
other four being charged with, among
other things, violating the old World

In Carbondale, lllinois, "lnv; and or-

der’ is taking the form of a Joint House-
Senate Committee on Campus Disorders

of the lllinois State Legislature. The
commmea came to Carbondale to in-
gate the closing of the pus of
Southern lllinois Umuamty last May
following the Kent State murders.
Many people are familiar with the
activities of this type of committee
since they are patterned after HISC
(the House Internal Security Commit-

introduction of a pass-fail system to re-
place regualr grades in some courses-
was a Communist Plot to de:trov com-
petition,

What this committee, est8blishment
politicians and Grand Juries are unwill-
ing to accept is the fact thatrthe demon-
strations of last May were the result of
Nixon’s order to invade Cambodia.
Whatever destruction took place was
most often the result of the police and
national guard’s attempts to halt the
growth of national protest over leon s
actions.

[As reported to Workcrs Power by

Paul Y. Zeldovich, a faculty member
of the Southern lllinois University at
Carbondale and a member of the
International Socialists.]

War |l anti-sabotage act, which has L tee). Theirs is an eternal search for
been invoked only twice before. They “outside agitators,” commies, spies,
face anywhere from 30 to 70 years in and other intruders hiding under the
prison. bed. Thus they have claimed that the
Already one person has been convic- ’
ted of violating the Civil Rights Act and
sentenced to the full five years in prison.
The six others go on trial spmetime be-
tween now and February. These seven
people are being victimized for the
actions of thousands. They are to be
examples aimed at intimidating other
people from engaging in any political
activity at all.
To make matters worse, and-hinder
any attempts at building a political de-
fense, there has been a complete suspen-
sion of civil liberties at Washington Uni-
versity since March 24, when a Tempor-
ary Restraining Order was issued — pre--
venting any dctivity that might be con-
strued as interfering with the “"normal”
functioning of the University. This re-
straining order has become a permanent
injunction. Help is desperately needed ,'
for the defense. Send inquiries or con-
tributions to:. Legal Defense-Fund, c/o
Dick Hazelton, 6612 Waterman, Uni-
versity City, Missouri.
[Adapted from a press release by the -
New Morning Messengers.]

SESE L b

SC questioning 'an outside agitator
o

|

Richard Lyons

- § 33 o=
and looked. It seemed to be - ‘\f? /r}

an ordinary bag that would
under cooler circumstance
have created no concern.

When the Bomb Squad arrived,
everyone falt relief,

however timorous and reserved.
The five volunteer recruits
moved.in blackly with brief
hesitations beneath the yardgoods
of their official conservative suits.

Well, they came at last

to trying outtheir luck.

It wasn't locked. They looked
inside. No bomb, no biast,

no warning, nothing ticking.
They pulled its sides apart

slowly as though the hinges stuck.

They circled the plain brown
Wheary bag on the floor

of the airport baggage room,
looking as though it would bite
the first hand reaching down
to bend its heretic white
fingers around the handle.

Each men traded eyes,
exchanged the same surprise.
There were packets not of gloom
B but of optimism, gayly wrapped
They kept their distance; a close ,\)Vand lettered “Help yourself,”
distance, hut a distance, “but small enough for them to flush
as they looked — stooped or stood — down the johns in the men’s room.

»
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BOLI

Joaﬁ McKenna

“The Bolivian tragedy is the absence
of strong workers’ organizations.” In
this way the Bolivian Workers’ Federa-
tion (COB) recently summed up the ex-
perience of the Bolivian labor move-
ment which has played an extremely
active part in brigning “revolutionary”
governments to power, but has only suf-
fered frustration and defeat at the hands
of these governments.

The latest government to come to
power with the aid of Bolivian workers
and students is that of “leftist” General
Juan Jose Torres. ‘Gen. Torres is a com-
parative newcomer to leftist circles in
Bolivia. Described by his acquaintances

as “'strongly ambitious and opportunist,”

Torres had a reputation as a rightist be-
cause of his opposition to revolution and
leftist ideology. ‘

Early in his career he supported the
military junta that overthrew the legal-
ly elected government of Paz Estenssoro.
As Chief of Staff he planned the opera-
tion against the guerrillas led by Che
Guevara and was one of the group that
approved the order that Che be executed
if captured. Later Torres joined the cab-
inet of General Ovando, but was fired
last July as a concession to the right-
wing military leaders. It was then, it
appears, that he began talking about
“revolution.”

The MNR

Organized labor played a dominant
role in the naticnal revolution of 1952
led by the MNR, the Revloutionary
Nationalist Movement. Armed miners
took control-of the mining camps and
nearby cities and, together with the .
national police, defeated the ruling mili-
tary junta and braught the MNR to
power. The new government, ruling in
conjunction with the trade union or-
ganization, the COB, immediately dis-
banded the regular military forces,
weakened the police and replaced them
with armed mine wonkers, factory
workers and peasanzs,

During the early MNR period the--
trade unions were responsible for the
management of the nationalized indus-
tries and for the distribution. of food
and consumer goods to their members.
The COB reviewed all important legis-
lation before it was acted upon-by the
government.

The most important contribution of
the MNR government was the mobiliza-
tion of the workers and newly emanci-
pated Indian peasants. It was through
the luti y actions of the popul
tion that the most important reform-

of the go t were enact-
ed. The long-promised agrarian reform

Lo

E‘;
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he General & the
Working Class

bill was passed after the peasants had
seized the land themselves. The nation-
alization of mines was legalized after
many of the mines had been taken over
by the miners.

Although they used the working
class to maintain power, the MNR had
no intention of letting the workers take
over the economy and democratically
run it in the interests of all the people.
It was not long before the conflicting
aims of the politicians in the MNR and
of labor were brought into the open in
the COB periodical, Rebellion.

A radical article argued that “itis

quite impossible to separate the two
phases of the revolution: that heans
that the workers in power must not
halt at bourgeois-democratic limits but

~must strike ever more deeply at the

rights of private property, going over to
’%“““ methods...” This statement

.wad immediately denounced by reform-

ist COB leader Juan Lechin. The COB
union bureaucrats were unwilling to
oppose the MNR and fight to turn the
nationalist revolution into a socialist
revolution. MNR Nationalists thereafter
maintained control of the workers move-
ment. ' i

By 1956 the MNR was capitulating
to the demands of American imperial-
ism. The MNR had attempted to indus-
trialize within the constraints of the
capitalist world. When faced with in-
flation and a drop in the world price of
tin, which had previously accounted

Gen. Juan Jose Torres

for up to 80 percent of the country’s
export value, the MNR chose to accept
the monetary stabilization program im-
posed upon it by the International Mon-
etary Fund.

COB leader Lechin objected that the
workers were being sacrificed in order to
achieve stability that would only bene-
fit capitalist interests, However, it was
the fault of the COB reformists that the
MNR could get away with just that. The
MNR accepted the plan of the world
bankers in order to safeguard the con-
tinued flow of U.S. AID funds, on

< which the MNR’s position depended.

ULF

- Bolivians assail U.S. Imsin'e'sa = e

i e
In its battle with the radical wing of

the party led by the labor movement, *_

= the MNR began to develop a new “class-
less”” army to counteract the threat of
the civilian militia. The U.S. backed
this military buildup, particularly after
Castro came to power in Cuba. Bolivia
became the largest recipient of U.S.
AID in Latin America, most of which
was used to overcorfie Bolivia’s budget
deficit, not for economic development.
The MNR became increasingly depend-
ent upon the military for support and
was eventually overthrown by a military
coup in 1964, with the aid of General
Torres, among others. -

.Bolivian workers, especially the

miners, struggled through the particu-
larly' repressive regime.of General Bar-

t rganize the tin administration with

* rientos. In order to éncourage foreign _
invesyment, the government attempted -

such measures as firing “‘excess” work-
ers, cutting wages, eliminating food sub-
sidies, and ending workers’ influence -
over administrative decisions. (It Was
while the miners were fighting bloody
battles against the army and these#im-
provements” that Che Guevara was op-*
erating in the Bolivian jungles, on the
elitist theory that the workers were in-
capable of making a reyolution.) ;

Once again in September, 1969, Bo-
livian workers witnessed the return of a
group of “leftist” military officers to'
power. Led by General Ovando Candia,
calling himself a ““revolutionary nation-
alist,” the new government nationalized
the Amierican-owned Gulf Oil Company
and monopolized the export of minerals.
However, it took these steps without
any participation of, let alone control
by, the people.

Gulf Oil

Ovando had nationalized Gulf Oil
only to gain civilian backing while he
made secure his own position with the
military. However, Gulf Oil and its
allies retaliated by organizing an inter-
national blockade to prevent the delivery
of material for the construction of a
pipeline necessary for oil sales to Argen-
tina. They also shut off U.S. west coast
oil markets and subsidized civilian groups
opposing the Bolivian government. The
U.S. imposed a freeze on foreign aid.
By May of 1970, Ovando was ready to
protect his position by apologizing to
Gulf Oil and bringing it'back to Bolivia
in a more favorable economic position
than it had before the nationalization.

Durirg the past few months guer-’
rillas of the National Liberation Army
have become acfive again, both in the
iungle and urban areas. More impor-

-tantly, protests against the government’s
policies®iave included strikes in tin
mines and hunger strikes by lakor unions,
as well as bombings in La Paz, the cap-
_i)gl, and countless student demonstra-
tions.

As a result, when General Torres
took power from the right-wing junta
that overthrew Ovando last month, he
wisely called for a “‘popular nationalist
government”’ resting on four pillars —
peasants, workers, students and the
military. Reminiscent of the MNR

“revolution in 1952, Torres used armed
peasants as a show of strength against
the military rightists. His military po-
lice have aided the students against the
nationalist police force, and students
and workers have taken control of the
major newspapers, the tin mines and

[continued on page 9o

-
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

major U.S. installations.

But Bolivia is still facing the same
major problems, left unsolved by all its
reformist governments. It is still a poor,
undeveloped nation. Its per capita in-
come of $189 per year is the lowest in
Latin America except for Haiti. Most
of the miners make no more than 80c
aday. 80 percent of them suffer from
silicosis, caused by the repeated inhala-
tion of dust in the mines. Infant mor-
tality stands at 40 percent, and 60 per-
cent of the childten who survive suffer
from TB.

Economically Bolivia is overly de-
pendent on its major exports, tin and
oil, increasing its vulnerability to the
pressures of imperialist powers. Those
limited social reforms that have been
put into effect by previous governments
have been dependent upon the flow of
U.S. AID, more recently given in the
form of loans rather than grants.

General Torres does not promise
any real solutions to these problems.
He says he will respect all the commit-
ments of the Bolivian government. Pre-
sumably this incledes the $78 million
promised to Gulf Oil. He promises the
nationalization of Bolivian financial in-
stitutions and foreign enterprises but
he intends to promote the confidance .
of foreign investors. The workers still
maintain control of COMIBOL, the
state mining industry. But the govern-
ment has already taken control of £/
Diario from the workers’ cooperative
that had been running the paper since
the coup.

Threat From the Right”

Though it supported Torres’ take-
over, the labor movement is being cau-
tious about further support. The COB
did not accept Torres’ offer that COB
name 8 members of his cabinet, and it
cancelled a planned rally in support of
Torres.

One f the most important demands
made by the labor movement and its
allies is that Torres purge the armed
forces, the majority of whom are con-
servative and do not support Torres.
Torres, however, prefers to use both
the military and the unions to support
his rule. None of those officers who
backed the right;wing coup last month
have been removed from their posts. As
long as Torres refuses to move against
the military, it remains a threat to the
popular left forces and serves to intim-
idate the reformist labor leaders.

No “Co-Ruie” -

The miners, however, are once.2gain
arming themselves and still control the
tin mines. The miners know that “‘co-
rule” will not work; their, experience
with it in 1952 only added up to a
means for the bourgeoisie to control
the workers and hold their movement
back. It will not be long before Torres
or the right wing military steps in to re-
gain control of the tin industry. |f the
miners have learned from the experience
of the past they will know that at that
point they will have to fight for state
Power.s

[Joan MéKenna is a student of Latin
American affairs.]

Deviin Free

Bernadette Devlin, re-elected M.P. to
W i , was rel d two ths
and four days early from her six month
prison for leading the def
of the Bogside against police and Paisley-
ites in August, 1969. She quickly re-
turned to London to claim her seat
(and back pay) in Parliament — and to
announce that where she had once
“dared to struggle”” she now “dared to
win" forlthe cause of a democratic, so-
cialist society.

While in prison her campaign workers
organized Independent Socialist Associ-
ations within the largely rural, Mid-
Ulster constituency. Both Eamonn Mc-
Cann, chairman of the Derry branch of
the North Ireland Labour Party (one of
the few socialists remaining in that
party, McCann was a guest of the Inter-
national Socialists in the U.S. last spring),
and the People’s Democracy welcomed
this move. Devlin had been a leader in
People’s Democracy during its forma-
tive "“New Left"” days. After her elec-
tion, however, when P.D. began to or-
ganize itself toward becoming a serious
socialist group, Bernadette declined to
apply for membership. .

P.D. consistently criticized her for
not building any democratic organiza-
tion to serve her constituents’ interests.
Now that the |.5.A.’s have filled this
need P.D. has been eager to work with

= them on problems common to all of
" Ulster and Ireland.

Reforms?

Among the chief complaints around

which the civil rights movement grew

. were discrimination against Catholics in
(municipal) government housing alloca-
tions and jobs, and against workers and
the poor in‘local government elections.
The highly-touted reform program
which Harold Wilson forced down the
throats of Ulster’s ruling Unionists
promised to correct these abuses.

A major part.of new housing has

en in the hands of local government
g;thorities. The reform’s proposal:

+ ckeate a new Central Housing Authority
which would remove the question of
politics altogether. Of course, the gov-
ernment has done nothing about set-
ting up this new agency.

On the “‘one man, one vote" demand
the reform has conceded this right but
has stalled off local elections, first from
1969 to April 1971, and now til 1973!
Then they even had the gall to try and
sneak through by-elections (i.e., to fill
vacancies) under the old franchise.

When Prime Minister Chichester-Clark
decided to allow local by-elections under
the new 18 year old, universal vote the
“liberal’’ Unionist Belfast Telegraph con-

-

When, on the other hand, the Army =
attacked the Left Republican strong-
hold of the Falls Road (around July. 1),
ransacking houses, shooting peopie-and
allowing some to bleed to death by pre- ~
venting their evacuation to hospital,

we, in the U.S., héard no denunciations
of the British occupation. :

sidered it a noble move and a daring slap
at the right-wing.

Even when the distant day of one
man, one vote really arrives, it will not
solve all the questions raised by the
civil rights movement. The Unionists
— who are just as Protestant as the fan-
atic, Paisleyite, Protestant Unionists
who have split from them — intend to
take back with the right hand what
they have given with the left. The num-
ber of local governments will be much
reduced by the creation of larger dist-
ricts with fewer powers at their dispo-
sal.

The government has already proposed
a thorough re-gerrymander that would
keep most areas under Protestant major-
ities. The reduction of local government
power is a means of neutralizing the de-
mocratization of the vote and of placing
more government workers on the cen-
tral payroll (which the Unionists can
hope to dominate a lot loriger than
many local districts.

r

When the British Army intervened -
fifteen months ago they were generally
welcomed by the Catholics who looked
to them for protection from Protestant
extremists and-police, and expected re-
forms to be carried in their van. Protes- .
tant workers feared that the interven-
tion marked the end of the “good old
days” of anti-Catholic discriminaticn.
Since then both Protestant and Catholic
masses have attacked the soldiers — the "
former for fear of progressive change,
the latter because they didn’t bring such
changé. Only the middle classes now

. support the troops.

Socialists warned from the first that
the troops had been sent more to pro-
tect property than lives. It was in Bri-
tain’s interest to put an end to the
fighting, fest the fears of Southern Ca-
tholics concerning the impending geno-
cide of their fellows in the North lead
to acts against British property there,
or pro-Republican mutiny in the Irish
Army.

People’s Democracy, Bernadette Dev-
lin, and the socialists within the NILP
agree that socialism in Ireland will only
be possible after a d tic, working
class movement is built which includes
both Protestants and Catholics — with
neither forcing the culgure of its com-
munity upon the other, but rather each
respecting the different cultural origins
of the other. 3

-Although the Left Republicans are ¢
themselves divided on this guestion,
they tend to stress national reunifica-

--tion as preceding the struggle for social-
ism.. The result of this approach, whe-
_ther ifitentional or not, would be to per-
.patuate the opposition of Pmstestant
workers to any joint activity with Ca-
.. tholics. P.D. and other non-Republi-
“can socialists stress socialism first, see-
ing reunification following “naturally”™
from the growth of a socialist working
class movement.

 Thin Red Line

The Halloween weekend brought a
sharp upsurge of violence to Beifast,
notably different from the riots that
have become a regular Friday night
event. A gelignite bomb was thrown
directly into a group of British soldiers -
and machine-gun fire was reportedly
directed at them. London papers car-
ried a story on a special squad of Right
‘Republicans from Dublin who were re-
sponsible. The Army, which has been
savage enough on occasion, is, of course,

" bukning for revenge. -
jmerican radio commentators were

very sympathetic toward the soldiers.

“Free Citizen,"” the weekly newsheet of

- the People’s Democracy, and “The Nor-
thern Star,” P.D."s journal are available

- from the New York International Social-

ists, Room 1005, 874 Broadway, New
York, 10003. Please include your own
return postage or ask a local 1.S. branch
to order copies. “Free Citizen™ is 10c
a copy, and the “Northern Star” is 25¢.

T
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Victory in
Washington
State

Lydia Silver

A significant victory for women was
won on election day when Washington
State voters approved an abortion n-
form e in a popul i
The new law is not remarkably “liberal,”
and is similar to measures passed or in
progress in at least Tifteen other states.
It's significance lies in the fact that it is
the first of all the abortion reform mea-
sures of the past few years to be put to
the psople. The substantial margin of

#

When thousands of women marched
in New York for equal rights last August,
we didn’t know that we were about to
lose one of the few rights we had. On
September 1st, the New York State De-
partment of Labor announced that it
was elimi g protective legisl
which prohibited most women from
working more than 54 hours a week or
after midnight, because these laws con-
flicted with a ruling by the Federal
Equal Employment Opportunities Com-
mission (EEOC).

The announcement was given no pub-
licity, and there has been virtually no
response to it, even from those union
officials who had been testifying against
the proposed Equal Rights amendment .
for the very reason that it would speed
up the destruction of such legislation.
The Democratic and Republican candi-
dates predictably said nothing in defense
of the workers whsthey were appealing
to as “friends of labor."”

Protection & Discrimination

Because protective legislation has been
used as an excuse 1o keep women out of
well-paying jobs, many women's groups
— NOW in particulas — have called for
its abolition, But eiiminating protective
legislation will do absolutely nothing to
end job discrimination against most wom-
en; it is not really these laws,' but the
very structure of society which excludes
women from equal work.

|f employers want to disctiminate
against women, they don't need protec-
tive legislation to do it. Equal work for
women will only be won through strug-
gle, not by passing or abolishirig a few
laws, any more than equal pay was won
in 1963 when the Federal Equal Pay Act
was passed.

Somewomen who oppose protective

victory-explodes the highly-touted ‘myth

. that voters will invariably quash abor-

tion reformlifi given the opportunity.

The issue was bitterly contested; the
abortion measure was considered-the
most important ballot item in almost
every opinion poll. Chief spokesman
for the opposition to the reform was a
group calling itself ““Voice for the Un-
born.” This well-financed organization
used hysteria and scare tactics highly
reminiscent of right-wing campaigns.

Its chief weapon was an enormous bill-
board photograph, allegedly of a four-
month old fetus removed in an abortion.
“Kill Referendum 20, Not Him,"” the
signs shrieked. At a distance the only
word visible was kill.

The Washington Citizens for Abor-
tion Reform, the best-financed support-
ers of the measures, deliberately played
it “cool.” They preferred male “ex-
perts” to mere women as spokesmen
for their campaign, and did not work to
actually organize people in any real way.
Even though the Committee for Abor-
tion Reform, a group more oriented to-
wards women'’s liberation, did take some
steps in this direction, the type of cam-
paign waged by WCAR leaves behind it
a tremendous task for those who sup-
port meaningful change in our abortion
laws, change which will make abortion
every woman'’s right.

The “Conscience” Clause

On election night a WCAR represen-
tative (male) told the newspapers that
now another real fight begins — the
fight to make sure the “‘conscience”
clause in the law sticks. That clause
specifies that no medical unit or person-
nel be required to perform abortions.
This is hardly the biggest problem facing
the people of this state concerning abor-

tions! A majority of hospitals have ten-
tatively indicated that they will not
change their existing policies, and al-
most all who do change will use some
quota system. In addition, of course,
cost will be a substantial deterrent. In
short, as before, there will be one law
for the rich, another law for ordinary
working people.

If legal, safe abortions are to be avail-
able to more than just a few, an impor-
tant step will have to be taken by the
State Board of Health. In early Decem-
ber they will decide exactly what med-
ical facilities other than hospitals will
be authorized to perform abortions.
This decision is a critical one. If only
hospitals are approved, the cost, red
tape, and humiliation involved will make
certain that safe, legal abortions are still
available only to.the rich.

It will also be important to insure
that conditions such as sterilization are
never attached to a hospital’s agreement
to perform an operation.

One clause in the new law is especi-
ally outrageous, and will have to be
fought. It states that any woman liv-
ing with her husband must obtain his
permission for an abortion, as though
she were a child or his property. Wom-
en must have the right to control their
own bodies.

Because of this clause women'’s lib-
eration spokesmen in other areas opposed
support of the measure. For example,
Lucinda Cisler of New York wrote, in
awidely reprinted article, that “Itis
utterly fantastic, then, to hear that some
women’s liberation groups in Washing-
ton State have been supporting an abor-

“tion bill with a consent provision.”

However, since Referendum 20 rep-
resented a real opportunity to reach
people, not just legislators, and to be-

-t

P
gin to build a movement which discus-

sed the abortion issue in the light of
women’s overall secondary status in

this society, groups like Womens Lib-
eration and the Intérnational Socialists
rejected the view of those who argued
that any imperfect bill should be reject-
ed. They gave active support to the
measure wh:|e cri -cnzmg.ﬂtobvnous

encourages them 1¢& flght for more
nghts

The results of the campaign will show
that this was a stép forward, a victory
for the women, and men, of Waington
State, with national implications. Cer- =
tainly the Voice for. the Uriborn under-
stood the national importance of the

vote. = ‘*
No More Coat Hangers

The fight goes on. One powerful
piece of propaganda put-out during the
campaign was a button which simply
showed a coat hanger — the symbol of
the dangerous, often fatal, abortions
which are now the frequent fate of or-
dinary women. Until abortions are
within reach of all the grisly coat kang-
er will still be with us. :

The most important message ophe
campaign was one pushed by Women's
Liberation Seattle. “Abortion is a Wom-
an’s Right," they said. Working women,
and those who side with them, will be .
the critical force in determining whe-"
ther or not this demand will become a
reality.m

[For further information on abor
tion and abortion reform, read "Onein
Four, An Abortion Primer," available
for 25¢.from Women's Liberation Seat-
tle, 3117 E. Thomas, Seatt/e, Washing-
ton, 98 102 ]

New York Ends Profé’ciive"

Legislation
fegislation point out correctly that it
doépn’t protect the very women who
n%l the most; cleaning women,
nurseés’ aides, telephone operators, and
other women in very low-paying jobs
have always been exempted from the
prohibition against working after mid-
night. But recognizing this does not
mean that we opposé the laws them-
selves; rather, we should fight for their
extension, just as we fight for the exten-
sion of other rights. .

The reason that protecuve legislation
has b a et women is
in fact becauss it doesn” tooveranouw
workers: the extension of these laws to
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~Beverly Cortelyou

all workers — women and men — would®
mean that-employers could no longer
use them to bar women from cemtain
jobs and they would then really serve
the function of protecting workers,
Abolishing protective legislation
might make it easier for a small niumber
of professional women to get jobs, but
it would leave most workers — men and
women — more exploited than before.
Many gains originally wo'rg by,women
workers, such ag days off, lunch breaks,
and seating, have been ¢xtended to men
as well; the loss of protective legislation
would be felt by men as well as women.

tion o4 maximum-hours law for a

In wigan, for example, the elimina-

SRt IR

short period last year resulted in a com-
pulsory 12 hour shift for ‘all workers at
one plant,

In fact, low pay, bad working condi-
tions, and lack of protective laws tend
to go together — the farm workers, low-
est paid of all American workers, are ex-
empt from nearly all labor legislation —
and it is the states which have the worst
record of protective legislation, such as
Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, and Flor-
ida, which also have the most vicious
anti-labor laws.

General Oflenéive

The move to abdlish protective legis-
lation comes at a time when the Nixon
administration is trying to make the
working class pay for the inflation caused
by the Vietnam war. Increasing over-
time for women is one more way of
forcing workers to fight harder just to
stay in the same place; working longer
hours is no answer to inflation, and win-
ning the &right”’ of equal overwork isn't

‘any mprovemen( for women. £ serious

sxruggle against sexual discrimination on
the job must address itself to winning
freé day care centers, maternity-pater-
nity leave, equal access to skilled jobs
and equal pay, not to the abolition of
whatever protective legisiation we have
left — that just plays inte the hands of
. the capitalists.

Instead of accepnng the destruction

. of protective legislation, we should im-

mediately start campaigns in New York
and'arourid the country to win back and
extend protective legislation to those
women who are not now. covered by it
and to men as well. In this way we can
struggle against those aspects of the laws
which do discriminate against women
without destroying these rights which
we have won already.m




Lee Robins

Constructlon Cnsns

in New York

Fightback, a city-wide organization
of black unemployed in New York,
called several demonstrations.in late X
September to “’shut down construction’”
at the half-built City College science
building. Their demands were to im-
mediately hire 70 qualified black and
Puerto Rican workers, and to set up
throughout the $150 million City Univ-
ersity building program a means of en-
suring equal opponumty for minority
workers,

City College was chosen as demon-

stration target in honor of its location
— in the middle of Harlem. In addition,
the construction is financed and owned
by the State Dormitory Authority, con-
veniently paid for by public taxes.

Minority workers have been hardest -

hit by the planned unemployment pro-
voked by the Nixon Administration as
its unsuccessful answer to inflation.
Minority unempioyment is over twice
the national 5.1 percent. In addition, a
public education system even more in-

f blacks

paying,

cilled jobs accident that

ml’ :hnu' 3.2 perce all skilled con
struction workers are black or brown,
Not only do the construction trade
unions reinforce the racism in this soci-
ety by denying entrance to minority
workers, they also fail to defend even
their own members. Time lost between
jobs, and from bad weather, means that
construction workers average only about
1500 hours of work a year (compared

with the 2000 hours that regular 40-hour-

a-week jobs yield). Thus, despite their
high hourly wages, most earn far less
than the annual $9000 needed to sus
tain a small family,

Recent years have seen a steadily de-
creasing amount of construction jobs
and it is this financial insecurity more
than any other factor which makes many
construction workers feel threatened by
Fightback s demands for more minority
hiring. It is harrowingly easy to visual-
ize in New York the intensified racial
conflict which has aiready distinguished
Pittsburgh and Seattle. What, then, is
the solution to black and Puerto Rican
unemployment? Should their struggles
cease until everyone recognizes their
right to fight?

On the contrary, to stop struggling
is a sure way to win nothing. For in-
stance, women (who hold the most men-
ial, underpaid jobs in this country) could
surely benefit from construction work
being opened up to them; but since
thére is no women’s movement demand-
ing it, the chances of this happening at
present are nil.

Jobs For All

Furthermore, it is possible that the
very fights of minority workers can have
a catalytic effect on the entire working
class, Faced with a possible loss of jobs
on the one hand, and with a growing
black and Third World movement de-
manding jobs on the other, construc-
tion workers could fight for more jobs
for all. It is cruciai that organizations
like Fightback demand, along with
Guaranteed Minority Hiring, More Jobs
for All,

Unfortunately, the Fightback tactic
has not been to reach out to those con-
struction workers who recognize the im-
portance of opening their own union so

Did you know that air and water
poliution are raally your own fault?

Or that “human habit-patterns are what
is really at the bottom of the world-
wide food problem?.! According to a
recent “News Analysis” in the New
York Times, the millions of people who
find themselves victims of these condi-
tions are really causing them!

Ten thousand people die of starva-
tion every day on fthis planet, Starva-
tion occurs, in the Times™estimation,
because of “human habit-patterns” ..
which keep Eskimos from eating rice or
East Indians from eating pork. Not that
rice, pork, or anything else has ever been
available to the ten thousand daily vic-
tims, The Times just knows they wouldn’t
eat it anyway because of “food foibles.”

As for pollution:

“the commonest environmental prob-.
feias ... are woes that people, to a great
extent, bring on themselves ... they neg-
lect to build adequate sewage-treatment
Plants, they temporize about controllipg
$mog sources, and they still adhere gen-
erally to gaveman patterns in disposing
of refuse.”

This is sheer nonsense, since individ
uals are rarely in a position to construct

sewage plants, incinerators, etc. On the
rare occasions when such attempts are
made, they are squashed before they get
off the drawing board. When tiny Can-
yori City near Berkeley, California, de-
signed its ownnon-polluting sewage sys-
tem, the local authorities rejected their
olan and forced them to pay thousands
to be hooked up to the existing facility
— which of course dumps raw sewage
into San Francisco_Bay!

Needless to say, the miseries of pol-
lutifn do not match the tragedy of

tion, But both hiave the same

cause, and that cause is not what the
Times calls “humans’ self-destructive
abits.” Profit-making social systems
cause the vast majority of unnecessary
human suffering. Profit made at the ex-
pense of the majority of people brings
starvation and pollution in its wake

‘just as surely as lightning brings-thunder.

The Times and its business readership
are more concerned about making profit
than they are about considering its ef-
fects. That is why they discuss starva-
tion in a “human interest’” story, empha-
sizing how quaini it is that starving peo-
ple should prefer Gne kind of food 10
another. ®

Kate -
Spieler

“cate of wage controls!

gthened in the strug

igher wa, ob security,

ed working conditions. Instead,

s appealed to the state, to
Board of Higher Education, t@ Gov-
ernor Rockefeller. James Haughton,
Fightback's director, has pulsligy endor-
sed Adam Walingg” for JAttorney Gener- -
al — Walinsky, who is rqnning on the
same ticket at Ottinger;*a vocal advo-

Birdshit More Likely

A more disastrous choice of al|ies-:'
could not be made. Asking help from ~=
above is like waiting for pie from the
sky: birdshit is more likely, Itisall
too easy, in lieu of the joint struggle'of
black unemployed and the unionized -
workers, for the government to imple-
ment projects like its recent Operation
Breakthrough. True, this federally-finan-
ced housing complex did hire an all-=
black workforce — but at less than half
what the unionized workers would have
gotten, Somehow, it seems that the
money employers can save when they
bust the construction unions is a more
pertinent reason for their support. of #
groups like Fightback than their “inter-
est’”’ in fair play for blacks. r

Why do groups like the Ford Founda- -
tion contribute so heavily to black con-
struction coalitions as in Seattle? Be-
cause blacks and whites fighting each
other over a diminishing job market is a
safe, ruler-approved substitute for these
workers uniting to challenge a state which
doesn’t provide decent jobs for anyone.

The only long range solution to both™
unemployment and to the urban decay
becoming 'more and more blatant, is
more construction; the houses, hospi-
tals, child care centers, schools, and trans-
portation systems that we need would
provide enough jobs for the entire pop-
ulation. We must demand that the cor-
porations, sucking billion-dollar profits
off the sweat of working people, pay
for these public necessities, We must
demand that the $80 billion a year
blown into smoke, largely responsible
for the present inflationary spiral, be
used in our interests — not for the prof-
its of a few.

Ultimately, only a society democrat-
ically controlled by the people who pro-
duce its wealth, in alliance with all op-
pressed, can guarantee thal our needs
are met.m
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M.A.S.H. and Catch-22

Two Movies on War
and Capitalism

Did you also go to see M.A.S.H. un-
der the impression that you were about
to see an anti-war film? As | watched it,
| began to feel uneasy. Then | figured
out what was wrong: it wasn’t an anti-
war film at all. In fact, under cover of
some satire of the Army, it was really a
plug for the American Way.

The hero of M.A.S.H. was one of
OurBoys. A Regular Guy. (M.AS.H., -
like its title, is full of Capitol Letters.)
Even though he was educated — My
Son the Doctor — he was no Egghead.
He drenk, whored, cussed, and loved to
play practical jokes, aided by some silly,
stacked, sexy nurses (AlFAmerican Girls).
Because he was such a Success in his
Profession, he was able to Beat the Red
Tape and have a good time in Korea.

Sure, there are a lot of bloody bodies,
but everyone had a blast (Wish You
Were Here) and we all hate to go home.
Oh, What a Lovely War. And sure, may-
be some of the things our hero did
weren't quite on the up-and-up (like
blackmailing'a General and drugging
the other side in a football game) but
underneath the rough exterior beats a
heart of gold (the Good Guys tried to

save a little Korean boy from the draft, _

so they could go on corrupting him —
excuse me, introducing him to the Amer-
ican Way — as their servant). It's all

just Good, Clean Fun.

A little satire daes not a radical
movie make. But there are radical mo-
vies, and one of them is Catch-22, based
on the novel by Joseph Heller. Some -
people call Catch-22 a “‘black comedy.”
My attitude is, it’s so real it’s frighten-
ing. A lot of crazy-things go on in the
movie — but we live in a'world that, ~

Judy Barton

like the movie, hovers between tragedy
and farce. When the movie starts you
think Yossarian is nuts. By the time it
nears the end you know that he is the
only sane person in a mad world. Its
a deeply humanistic movie.

What is war about? “They’re trying
to kill me,”” says Yossarian. But they're
trying to kill-everyone. Yossarian:
“What difference does that make?”’
War is Murder is the theme of Catch-22,
and since the main villain is Milo Minder-
binder, the capitalist entrepreneur —
blond and waspy, he could be the boy
next door — it follows that Capitalism
is Murder, (for a profit). Proudhon
said, Property is Theft, and today that
seems mild.

The movie ends with Yossarian esca-
ping from the Army and on his way to
Sweden. As the soldiers march off (to
Vietnam, perhaps?) Yossarian paddles
away in a little rubber raft. The last
shot is of Yossarian quixotically pad-
dling out into a huge expanse of ocean.
Crazy — from italy to Sweden in a rub-
ber raft? He can’t make it. But he
must. He's got to. Humanity hangs in
the balance.

In real life, of course, it's not that
easy. There are a lot of GI’s in Sweden,
and still the war goes on. You can’t
escape the system one by one, and ex-
pect it to change; it has to be over-
thrown.

But as a symbol of sanity in the face
of madness, of liberation in the face of
oppression, Yossarian's escape means
something to all of us. Humanity goes
with him, when, in the words of Heller's
-novel, “The knife-came down, missing
hig by inches, and he took off."”
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Embarrassing -

There was a conference of Army,
Navy, Air Force, and Marine “informa-
tion officers” at the Sheraton Park Ho-
tel in Washington on October 10, Their
problem: how to get young men who
are against the war to support the mili-
tary. The N. Y. Times interviewed ““one
young ‘Army information officer (Oct.
10).” It went like this:

“ "How do you explain the war to
them (soldiers)?’ he was asked.

* “You try to'tell them why we're in
Vietnam, " he said.

*" ‘Do you succeed?”

* “It’s difficult, because the reasons
are always changing.” ...He mentioned
the damage to the Army’s image caused
by the alleged massacre of Vietnamese
civilians at Sonmy and the service clubs
inquiry involving noncommissioned of-
ficers in the Army. The colonel wonder-

<

ed how ane€6uid gxplain to the ordin- ;
ary soldier why the]Army was not court; -
martialing key figures in the scandal even
though a Senate committee has accused™
them of getting rich illegally.

" *The best way to handle it .isbm )
cover it up and not to talk abbut it~he
said. ‘Command information never gets ~
into controversial subjects. The Army
won't allow it." ”

a -“"P—‘

Maybe the problem would be solved .
if all soldiers were given-a card stating: "
THIS ARMY DOES NOT EXIST TO
PROTECT YOUR FREEDOM. II'S.AiM
1S TO SERVE THE RICH AND POWER- L
FUL OF AMERICA AND TO OPPRESS.
FOREIGN PEOPLE. SHUT UP AND
TAKE ORDERS. Then the soldiers
wouldn’t ask any more embarrassing
questions. ®

Military Justice ;

e
A black Fort Lewis G4. refused last
summer to obey orders to shave his beard
and be fingefprinted. On October 15th
he was sentenced to three years of hard”
labor for this by & Army deperal court-

martial. .
The G.1., Theoda Lester, Jr., will also

have all pay and allowances forfeited and .

™ receive a dishonorable|discharge. | ester,
21 and from St. Louis, had been in the
army for 2 days when he received the#
order from the officer in charge of the
reception station at Fort LewisaTacoma,
Washington. |
During the court-martial Lester said
that he could not relate to the order be-
cause he “was used to relating to others
on a man to man level,”” He had explain-
ed to the officer that his black naticna!-
ism led him to wear the beard, and na-
tural haircut. Lester felt that this belief
had the status of a religious belief, and
that this should exempt him from the
requirement.
N A tense crowd supporting Lester,
‘blackand white, overflowed the Fort =
Lewig'tourtroom on the pleasant autumn
afternoon. They heard the judge over-
rule any attempts by James Vonasch,

& -

*

Lester’s civilian attorney, to seriously
question_the five-man panel of officers
which serves as jury on their racial preju-
dices. The only question he would allow
was “Do you have any prejudices?”” to
which all the officers dutifully answered
NG 4 i
Lester told his supporters that he
wollid fight this “all the way 10 the-end.” *
On October 26th six more Gls go on
Arial at Fort Lewis — for refusing orders
to Vietnam. Carl Dix, the one black of
the group, is also the only one of the six
to be forced into pre-trial confinement,
most of it in isolation in “J Block” in the
Fort Lewis stockade. As the court- nny
martial can only decide whether the six °"9
did or did not refuse a direct order, all ™
.six will be convicted. While awaiting i
appeal on their claims for conscientious
objection to sérvice in Vietnam, they
will remain in jail because the Army has 3
no bail system, ' <
More information and support for ok
the Gls can be sent to the Shelter Half 1
Coffeehouse, S. Tacoma Way, Tacoma,
Washington. The Shelter Half, which
actively aids the G| movement, is also
in desperate need of funds at all times. gy

s




wd. and hymns of praise to Hitler and”
Muuolml the Union Nationale goon
,qugds got about the real work of break-
ing strikes, r.losmg down opposition news-
papers, and smashing up union halls. Fed-
eral politicians, both Liberal and Conser-
vative, piously cited “provincial auton-
omy”’ as justification for their refusal to
intervene while Duplessis moved Que-

- pec asclose to fascism as he dared.

The Union Nationale was out of
power for a brief period during World
Wer 11, but the Liberal government
which replaced it did nothing substan-
tive other than to institute compulsory
elementary schooling and “solve” the
question of feudal dues with a bond is-
sue.

During the war, the-total turn of the
unions (and especially the organized
cadres of the Labor Progressive Party,
Canada‘s Communists) to support of
the war undercut any move on their
part to force gains from the Liberals.

In 1944, Duplessis was able to utilize
Quebecois opposition to the war and
especially to conscription to return to
power.

For the next 16 years the Union
Nationale remained in power, modera-
ting its anti-semitism and fascism slight-
ly to meet the demands of the post-war
period and functioning as a run-of-the-
mill authoritarian local machine of the
type familiar in the American South.
Throughout this period, the UN used a
combination of terror, corruption and
appeals to anti-English sentiment to gain
votes, while it sold gut Quebec’s resources
to English-Canadian and American con-
cessionaires to gain money.

This semi-fascist appeal to “national-
ist” sentiment has heavily influenced the
attitude of many Canadian leftists to
French-Canadian national demands, which
they are quick to dismiss as “’reactionary””
no matter what quarter they come from,

5. The ‘“Quiet Revolution”
S s
When Duplessis and his chosen suc-

cessor both died in 1960, the Liberal
Party was able to make a comeback dur-
ing the struggle for power between other
Union Nationale leaders. The new Lib-
eral leadership was determined to per-
tly end the which had
allowed-Quebec to remain backward for
s0 long. With the backing of major fin-
ancial interests and much of the big
press, they set about to make what they
envisaged as sweeping reforms in Quebec
society. ’

The first of these was to get rid of
the antiquated Church school system
which had maintained ignorance and
illiteracy among beth French and Eng-
lish-speaking Quebecois. The first Min-
istry of Education was set up, the schools
were secularized (but not integrated) and
a system of academic-technical junior
colleges (the CEGEPs) was instituted.
Both big business {in need of a labor.
torce educated for modern times) and
the Church itself {which was finding-the
maintenance of the school system in-
creasingly difficult) supported the move.

The Liberals also moved toward sec-
ular control over matters of welfare and
medicine, set up a compulsory old-age -
pension scheme (primarily~to obtain
working capital from the mandatory
contributions), and moved to place the
provincial civil service under the merit
system, thus undercutting a’large part
of the Union Nationale's original patron-
age base,

In the economic field, a provincial
plannifig commission was set up, the
bulk of thé hydroelectric industry na-
tionalized, and steps were taken to set

1

up a Quebec iron and steel industry. Ex-
tensive efforts (the pension fund the most
successful) were taken to channel capi-

tal investment intoareas which woufd
help to modernize the province.

All of these programs had two main
characteristics. The first was that they
were of very little immediate benefit to
anyone except the Liberal Party’s base
in the urban middle class, who filled the
new posts in secularized schools and the
expanded provincial and local bureau-
cracies.

The second was that they were ex-
tremely expensive. Between 1955 and
1965, provincial expenditures increased
270 percent. Given Quebec's limited
resources, thelliberals were faced with
both the prospect of a “taxpayer's re-
volt” and the necessity of aggressively
struggling with the federal government
for a bigger share of overall revenue.

The fight of the Quebec Liberals for
a bigger share of overall revenues was a
radical departure from Canadian polit-
ical tradition. Ignoring the traditional
verbiage about provincial rights, the
agreements (real or alleged) of 1867,
and the other ritualistic invocations of
the past, the Lesage administration in
Quebec put its case in purely practical
terms: they were doing a job the fed-
eral government couldn’t do, they need-
ed more money, and they intended to
get it. As one deputy-minister put it:
“Quebec’s motto is: We're through fool-
ing around! It seems ridiculous to me to
invoke the Constitution. It is like in-
voking St. Thomas.”

For reasons which needn’t concern
us here, the federal government was in
a particularly weak position when it
came to resisting Quebec's demands.
The programs Lesage was pushing were
ones with which most Canadians agreed,
the government itself was (and had been
for some time) floundering badly in de-
veloping its own programs, and the Lib-
eral Party nationally was anxious to re-
tain the loyalty of its Quebec branch.

On a whole series of questions, Otta-
wa either gave way or grudgingly gave
its tacit agreement to Quebec’s demands
“and actions. As many as possible of
these were cloaked in “‘general policies’
applicable to all provinces in theory,
but only to Quebec in fact.

(Even such programs have been pass-
ed not so much for the benefit of the
Quebecois as for American capital. For
instance, the goveri-:ment embarked on
g'program to lure capital inv t to

however, and the strongest one was the
inahility of the “quiet revolution” to
solve the problems of the French-Cana-
dian masses. Not merely did the Lib-

eral program barely skim the surface of
Quebec’s backwardness, but Canada it-
self was increasingly in deep trouble. -

20 to 25 percent of the Canadian
gross national product is normally ex-
ported, and the economy is sensitive to
the slightest variations in world condi-
tions, An unemployment rate of 6 per-
cent or higher is almost “normal” in
Canada, so that her famous ‘‘fifth high-
est per capita income in the world™ has
a tendency to be linked with extreme
insecurity for the working class and
farmers.

Moreover, the colonial nature of Que-
bec’s situation was crystal clear to many
Quebecois. The Quebec Liberation
Front (FLQ) made few converts with
its initial manifesto, but struck respon-
sive chords in many hearts when they
said: “Only think of our jobless peo-
ple by the hundred thousands; of the
grinding poverty of our Gaspe fishermen;
of the many farmers all across Quebec-
whose annual income barely reaches
$1,000; of the young people in thou-
sands.who are too poor to continue
their studies; of the thousands who can-
not afford the simplest medical care; of
the misery of our miners; of the wide-
spread insecurity of jobholders! This is
what colonialism has brought us.” ~

Quebec itself had also greatly changed.

It was now overwhelmingly an urban
province, and the French-Canadians
were primarily wage workers (or unem-
ployed would-be wage workers).

The Canadian and Catholic Confed-
eration of Trade Unions, set up by the
Church as a corporatist company union
along the lines laid down by Pope Leo
X111, had fallen into the hands of mili-
tant laymen free of the entangling busi-
ness and political alliances of the AFL-
ClO internationals grouped in the Ono»

Federation of Labor. Reorgani
as the Confed des Syndi Na-
i it g a ive organ-
izing campaign in low-wage industries
which shot its membership up from
140,000 to over 250,000 in less than a

decade.

By me‘nﬂd-t@o‘x, it was clear that
thousands of Quebecois were firmly wed-
ded to modernization, and considered
separation from Canada an acceptable
means of getting their rights if it proved
impossible to get them in any other way.

“underdeveloped” areas of Canada —
such as Quebec. The program provides
grants to industries that move to such
areas. But, as Quebec Presse pointed
“out, that meant the government was
providing subsidies to |1BM and other
American corporations.)

6. Separatism £

- 2 c
Canadian political scientists tend to
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er revenues betweer the two govern-
with a little mass-psychological
jargon thrown in. There is little doubt
that the “guiet revolution” contributed
greatly to the self-confidence with which
French-Canadians began to approach
politics.

For the first time in over a century,
the Quebecois were on the offensive
rather than the defensive. Moreover,
while the country as a whole lacked
political leadership, Quebec was obvious-
‘ly moving forward and French-Canadi-
ans were proving their ability to manage
modern enterprises and a modern state
apparatus.

Separatism had deeper roots than this
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Although the Union Nationale was
able to regain power in 1966 by swing-
inga malonty of rural voters against the
high taxes of the Lesage ®iministration,
their narrow victory (and the fact that
it wouldn‘t have taken place without -
wrrymand»rmg) szt them forced to
@ve at least lip service to the. nNew pro-
vincial policies. Quebec politicians of
all parties began to empehsize an aggres-

_« Sive nationalism in their slogans; and

the national interests of the people of
Quebec were given as the justification
for qvory program. -

At this juncture, the Canadian ruling
class was forced to dispense with the
services of its faithful servant Lester
Pearson, who was clearly incapable of
dealing with the growing crisis. Pierre-
Elliott Trudeau, Minister of Justice in
the Pearson cabinet, was narrowly elec-
ted as his successor by the Liberal Party
convention.

A lawyer and playboy, who had heid
elective office for only three years,
Trugeau was one of a group of former
leftisits around the Montreal magazine

' Cite\ibre, all of whom were strong fed;
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erali#ts and opponents of French-Cana-
dian nationalism. An instant P.R. job,
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portraying Trudeau as a Canadian Ken-
nedy and emphasizing both his informal
style and his status as a “‘responsible’’
spokesman for the Québecois, was
launched with huge amounts of cash.
Trudeau pushed for an immediate
election, while his image was still bright,
and the Liberals won the fitsieiajority
in the House ]
had held in 6 years,
56 of Quebec’s 74 seats was hailed as a
" repudiation of nationalism and a vote
for a strong federal government. In
fact, however, Trudeau had only polled
the traditional Liberal vote among s _
French-speaking Quebecois. Thé vast
Liberal upsurge came in traditionally
conservative English-speaking areas, and
was a vote for “keeping down the frogs.”
Moreover, the “Creditistes,” a splin-
ter of the Social Credit Party which ad-
vocated inflationary currency reform,
“trust busting” and a vague semi-fascist
nationalism, raised its parliamentary rep-
resentation from 9 to 14 in the same
election. In the previous election they
had run on the siogan ‘“What have you
got to lose?”, and from many rural Que-

-
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beckers the answer was still |pptnndy- %

“Nothing.”

7.The Quebec Left 5

#%  Rene Levesque
R T I R A N S A TE TR N

Following on the heels of the elec-
tion came the formation of the first sig-
nificant laru—snh mnin m
Three il d to
form the Parti Ou-hu:oh, headed bya

. formor Liberal cabinet Minister (Rene
“Levesque). With over 30,000 members,
the P.Q. has the largest political organ-
ization in Quebec, and at the last elec-
tion polled 24 percent .of the vote and
obtained 7 percent of the seats in the
provincial legislature.

Significantly, the Parti Quebecois rep-
resents a major break with the past pol-
itics of Quebec, Although it picked up
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one Creditiste leadér, the party asa
whole is mildly social-democratic, not
particularly anglophobe and distinctly
urban in its appeal.

What this orientation reflects is the .
growing strength of socialism in Quebec,
and particularly among younger work-
ers and students. Although the New
Democratic Party, Canada’s labor-back-
ed social democratic party, has been un-
able to make mroads in Momroal bocaule
of its genital
numbers of French- Camdlam are uo-"
ing socialism as the only way out of
an impossible situation.

The most important sector of the
new Quebecois left is the Montreal
Council of the CSN, headed by the
socialist Michel Chartrand. The Mon-
treal CSN has 65,000 members, and in
addition to its trade union work oper-
ates tenants’ unions and cooperatives,
and works with various radical groups.

The CSN weekly Quebec-Presse gives
its readers a socialist analysis of current -
events, and the recently organized
“Front d'Action Politique’” (FRAP)
entered a Jarge slate of candidates in the
recent Montreal munu:lpal elections.
(It's no accident that Chartrand and 5
other CSN leaders, along with 2 FRAP
municipal candidates, were arrested by
the government when the War Measures
Act was put in force, The government
fears the radical Izaders of the labor
movement far more than a handful-of
terrorists.)

Farther to the left, and far more
committed to separatism, is the Front
de la Liberation Populaire,-a coalition
of several socialist-nationalist tendencies
which organizes demonstrations, engages
in street fighting, and has.considerable
influence among students, young work-
ers and the unemployed, as well as a .
solid base in several local unions and co-
operatives. The FLP, like most Quebec-
ois socialists, calls for a vague “Quebec
brand of socialism” which is largely un
defined but clearly democratic in inten-
tion. Fhey have been highly influenced
by Michel Chartrand’s eloquent appeals

Michel Chartrand
e e S T s
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for decentralization and workers’ con-
trol, and reject terrorism as elitist and
counterproductive.

It was inevitable, however, that the
situation in Quebec would lead to the
growth of a terrorist tendency on the
left. The most important terrorist group,
the Front de Liberation du Quebec
(FLQ) was founded in 1963 and has
carried out several campaigns of bomb-

ings and robberies. Over 100‘felquistes”

are now in jail on charges ranging from
murder to petty theft, and the best es-
timates of the “at-large’” membership is
about 130. The FLQ was originally or-
ganized by students, but has many
young blue-collar workers among its '
current members and sympathizers,
Although the police and the press
like to paint the FLQ as a typical group
of fidelistas and maoists, there’s little
doubt that both its strengths and weak-
nesses stem from an ideology which is
as'Canadian as pea soup. Felquistes are
far more likely to cite Louis Riel as a
model than Che Guevara, and the major
outside influence on their development

_has been the film Bprrle of Algiers.

FLQ political statements tend t6 be
very vague, but to reject “foreign mod-
els” and call (like the FLP) for workers”
control.

Unfortunately, their tactics don’t
lead to building a mass movement for
what is supposedly their program. By
removing organizers and experienced
leaders from. the mass movement and

acing them underground, by encour-
ading people to regard revolution as a
spectator sport which they can follow
the progress of in the papers and over
television, and by emphasizing the ac-
tions of a tiny elite making secret de-
cisions over those of democratic mass
organizations, they hinder the develop-
ment of a grass-roots movement which
can win their cause.

Moreover, the attempt to force the
people of- Quebec to choos Ism
whether they like it or not, ulh r than
winning them democratically to the
FLQ program, reveals a not-too-hidden
authoritarian bias.

8. Unilingualism

'\ML dangerous to the development
f the left than the FLQ, whose terror
ist actions can serve as an excuse for po-
lice repression but cannot influence the
course of the movement in the long
run, is the unilinguist movement, 10

" which the FLQ gives full support. The

-

strongest group in this movement is the
Ligue pour |'Integration Scolaire, head-
ed by FLQ lawyer Robert Lemieux,
which has as its goal the total elimina-
tion of English as a public language in
Quebec:

Many leftists supported the LIS in
its McGill francais, which sought to turn
English-speaking McGill University in
Montreal, long a bastion of the upper
class, into a French university, because
they saw the democratic content of rip-
ping off a ruling class institution to
serve the people.

The reactionary potential which un-
derlay the drive for unilinguism was
quickly revealed, however. The LIS
led a series of marches on the suburb of
St.-Leonard, whose people are 40 per-
cent |talian immigrants, to demand that
English be banned from the schools
there. The excuse for this campaign
was the supposed necessity of forcing
the immigrants to learn French so that
they would become assimilated to the
French-Canadian, rather than becoming
a part of a future English-speaking ma-
jority which would swamp the Quebec-
ois. The campaign degenerated into
gang-bopping between French and ltal-
ians, as the immigrants asserted their
democratic right to choose their own
language.

The extension of the unilinguist
campaign to schools in the English-
speaking suburbs is the next logical step
in the drive to forcibly assimifate immi-
grants and members of national minor-
ities in Quebec. The extent to which
this reactionary and chauvinist demand
permeates the rest of the left in Quebec
can be seen not only in the FLQ support
and the CSN silence, but in the fact
that the Montreal mayoral candidate of
the Ligue Socialiste Ouvriere (affiliated
with th gan Socialist Workers

Party) made the outlawing of English

virtually the sole plank in her platform.
No democratic solution to the Cana-

dian crisis can rest upon the demands of

a nationalism (either English-<Canadian

or French-Canadian) which either open-

ly or secretly seeks to crush the rights
- <

B
of other nationalities. if.the LIS has
t“ sen open in demanging this in Quebec,
as been the implicit content of Eng-
1>h Canadian nationalism for 150 years
except that the English assur med time
would work with thef in causing “French

to disappear.

9. Whither Canad‘a;._{?‘,_-

The chauvinism of the LIS is simply

the flip side of the arrogance of English- ™ )

Canadian and American businessmen in .
Quebec who discriminate against those
who can’t speak English in hiring, pro-
motion and the giving of lnstrumm
The revolutionary response to this prob =
lem is not the attempt to outlaw the
English language, as the LIS and their
toadies of the LSO propose, but to
join the striking workers of the General
Motors plant at St.-Therese (95 percent
of whom are French-speaking) who walk-
ed off their jobs ahead of the UAW strike
deadline in response to GM’s refusal to
negotiate in French, and who have raised
making French the “working language”
in the plant as one of their contract de-
mands. When French-Canadian workers.
refuse to obey orders in English, the
capitalists will have to learn French.

Canadian radicals have a duty tg take
on English-Canadian chauvinismin  ~,
every part of Canada, to win bilingual
instruction in every school system.
Every excuse from the Liberals about .
the “‘practical difficulties” of implemen-
ting bilingualism is in the real world a
refusal to fight prejudice in the English-
speaking community. Switzerland has -
overcome the “practical difficulties™ of
functioning with five official languages,
but Canadian politicians claim they
can't deal with two!

Separatism does not-have a majority
in Quebec now, but unless English-Cana-

_dians act to smash the discrimination

and oppression under which the French-
Canadians suffer, Quebec will have no
choice but to exercise her democratic
right to withdraw from the Canadian
confederation.

For Canadians, whose press and intel-
lecutals agonize constantly over the
problem of “national identity,” one
thing is now clear: that identity will
either be based upon the concept of a
binational state with full democratic
rights for both nations, or there will be
no identity at all. If Quebec is forced
to separate, English Canada will be swal-
lowed by the United States in fact if
not in name. That is why the “Quebec
crisis” is really the “Capadian crisis.” m
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[Below are excerpts from the testi-
mony of a staff representative of the
United Steelworkers of America before
the House of Representatives Select
Subcommittee on Labor (Occupational
Health and Safety), November 6, 1969.
They tell of a scandal that is horrible
and extreme, but not by any means the
only one of its kind. The files of the
Department of Labor are loaded with
evidence of thousands more equally
tragic. g
Last October 13 and 14, a filibuster
in the United States Senate postponed
until after the November elections any
action on the question of a health and
safety act. For now, | will reserve com-
ment and let the crimes of the National
Lead Company #ighlight the cowardice
of a group of congressmen and the hy-
pocrisy which says that the institution
that is the United States Congress is by
design responsive to the needs of the .
laboring class of taxpayers in the elec-
torate.

in a future issue, this column will
explore the national scandal that sur-
rounds the inability of American labor
to obtain even minimum health and
safety standards.)

“One of the plants in which we have
membership is the National Lead Com-
pany’s Hoyt Plant in Granite City, Iili-
nois. Approximately 100 of the 145
employees who work in their operations
are contaminated by ‘high lead’ content
in their biood.

The Company requires that most em-
ployees submit to a blood test, taken by
its doctor, each six months. As a result
of these blood tests, 80 employees are”
currently taking medication for having
excessive lead in their blood; and, 10 em-
ployees previously took medication for
excessive lead. ~Three employees are cur-
rently hospitalized for excessive lead
and at least 7 were previously hospital-

Job Safety: A National Scandal -

ized over the past several years. Of these
7. 5 then sought employment in safer
industry and have since quit.

Approximately 70 percent of the em-
ployees in this plant have become con-
taminated by lead to the extent of re-
quiring medication. Two employees
are currently on retirement because of
severe lead poisoning.

The National Lead Company denies
knowledge of any lead poisoning history
among its employees. As a result, this
information was accumulated by the em-
ployees themselves.

The State of lllinois Department of

Public Health has conducted several
plant inspections over the past few years
and as a result of no violations being

_noted in this area, the Company has in-

sisted to both the employees and the
Union, that all the existing state laws
are being adhered to.

The lllinois Department of Safety ‘4,
and Health states that in order to prop-
erly ascertain the amount of lead-con-
taminated fumes in the air, constant
air monitoring equipment would have

. to be installed and manned for consec-

-
the hospital — severly “leaded” — totally
and permanently disabled — his nervous
system destroyed and his mental pro-
cesses going fast — speech sevem!y im-
paired.

The Company claims its mod/cal re-
cords show no history of lead poison-
ing for this employee.

Obviously, the existing State Safety.
and Health Laws are wholly inadggquate
to protect employees working in the
lead industry, and we can expect no

utive periods of at least a month — and
further, that the Department has neither
the manpower nor the funds to under-
take this type of project.

In addition, the city of Granite C»ty
enacted an Air Pollution Control Ordin-
ance. In response to an appeal by the
local union for an inspection by the
Pollution Control Board, | was inform-
ed by the Board Chairman that the local
ordinance has a clause that excludes
Jurisdiction within plant areas.

On February 14, 1969, | heard sworn help from local or city controlied pro-
testimony given in an arbitration case grams.
by an employee who was then working Mandatory reporting and record

keeping on all industrial ilinesses is a
must, as well as safety procedures and

i which will adequately pro-
tect the employees in this industry._

The results of our efforts at getting -
state action in regard to this pollution
problem so far have produced only re-
commendations by the state that the
employer should be‘asked to keep ade-
quate records on its employees. Note
that the requirement is only a voluntary
one. We are very concerned, even in

" this regard, about the ways in which
“leaded” cases are reported because the
tests are takep pnly on blood samples,
although the lead may be building up
in other organs and bones of the body.
Even more than that, the medication,
which probably has other injurious ef-
fects, may remove the lead from the
blood but allow undetected concentra-
tions to accumulate in other portions of
the body.

Gentlemen, that is the extent of the
state involvement. We are frustartingly
aware that nothing is being done to con-
trol the atmosphere to which the work-
ernsexposed—nlemunruultofpo
sitive state action, We need a law not
only to provide ldoqunn recording of

in the plant who stated that he was
physically suffering from the effects of

lead poisoning. Quote: “’| have severe
stomach pains” — “my joints hurt” —
“I can’t hardly talk anymore” — “'I
shake all the time" — “’Sometimes |
den't think: | can get up in the morn-

ifig.” occupationally diseased workers, but
The employee has been consistently also one which would promuigate stand-
taking medication in one form or an- ards to prevent contamination. 3
other, from the Company, over the past | strongly urge passage of a Federal
i 15 years-for examssive leae in the blood. Safety and Health Bill that will guaran-
This same employee is currently in _. tee both of these items.” =

labor I
10day e

OONTI'IIED FROM PAGE 16

~

Permanent state officers would be select-
ed by a steering committee selected by
People selected by voluntary committees
that would meet during the lunch break.
The voice vote was split on the motian
and the chairman ruled that the motion
had passed

¥any of the rank-and-file rebels
Present wanted to learn how to railroad

-
control of an organization into the hands

of an already selected leadership, they

t since that was not why most of

em had come, that is one reason why
many will sooner or later quit the
NCCTUAD and the Labor Today peo-
ple in disgust. The tragedy is that those
driven out by these tactics (used by the
worst of the trade union bureaucratic
leaderships) will be siow to attend fu-
ture conferences called by active rank
and filers who have no reason to fear
democratic methods of operation.

Those genuine conferences will come
and ‘the fighting unionists who call them

\ﬁ.mn attending the right conference.

_will be interested in solidarity and ex
changing the ideas 1l further the
struggle for a better life, instead .of the

conferences like those held by the

' \/} presence of the Labor Today leads
oAt

= 5 R
politics of control and manipulation.
Any rank-and-file conference worth
taking the time to attend, for examele,
would’open wide discussion on how to
conduct struggles on the-shop or-work-
place floor, on how to get more repre-
sentation for theranks in the grievance
process and how to mobilize in the work-
place — where the ranks are strongest —
as well as at the local union meeting to
oust conservative official union leader-
ships.

These lessons will not be learned in

CCTUAD organizations because it
might set in motion a series of struggles
that could grow and succeed without

ip to control them.
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Progressive
Zionism

The political perspective is disarming
ly deceptive in the article “’Palestine:
Time Bomb in the Middle East " (Work-
ers' Power, no. 21). Perhaps the real
time bomb is contained in the sentence
“Zionism aimed to solve the problem
of persecution of the Jews with the help
of imperialism."”

If Zionism is the name of the nation-
al liberation movement of the Jewish
people, then it follows that like a// lib-
eration movements it too has its con-
servative and radical wings — with pos-
sible gradations between. An organiza-
tion ostensibly dedicated to workers’
power ought to focus on those differ-
ences and support the more progressive
forces.

As the article now stands it pits the
Arab national liberation movement
against the Jewish_liberation movement.
Does this mean that your international-
ism is in reality nothing but an abstrac-
tion? Unfortunate that it is!

A little more specific clarity is need-
ed.The /sraeli government may be per-
suing “dead-end” policies vis-a-vis the
Arab and Jewish refugees. | believe
itis! Itis simply not true that all the
Arabs (Palestinians) were driven out by
the hordes of refugees from Nazi Ger-
many, as well as it is equally untrue
that all of the Jews in the Arab nations
were driven out. Some of both of these
poor policies did happen. Political pun-
dits can self-righteously condemn these
policies, completely ignoring the fact
that liberation movements are indeed
messy affairs. And the cause of inter-
nationalism is not served by falsely
claiming that “Zionism in the service
or pay of western capitalism* is the
sole culprit.

An internationalist position would
indeed support the right of anyone to
immigrate anywhere and there to work
to support himself. This includes the
rights of the Jewish immigrants to Pales-
tine to go there and organize them-
selves in their own behalf. Other eth-

| feedback

nic groups could have done the same.
Any immigrant arriving anywhere in
the world should have the right to pur-
chase land under the given laws to set-
tle,

~ Then if another ethnic group organ-
izes with the military support of estab-
lished nations to either destroy the set-
tlers or nulify their land purchases: the

. beginning of mutual injustices start. Un-

til all national states are willing to
abolish their own soverignty then they
have no right of hegemony gver smaller
ethnic states. And any type of armed
force only exacerbates a worker-to-
worker solution, thus rendering the
possibilities of a more humane demo-
cratic and socialist state impossible.
Fraternally,

Dick Williams

[Dick Williams is a member of the Phil-
adelphia Local-Executive Committee of
the Socialist Party (Debs Caucus) and
the editor of the Philadelphia Observer.]

P.S.

Your paper’s apparent inability to
either accurately portray historical facts
or derive a political perspective on other
than leftist jargon leaves me with no al-
ternative but to request that my name
be removed from your mailing list and
that | not be sent any future copies of
Workers' Power.

It disturbs me that so-called leftists
can be as blind as fascists,

Am lIsrael chai,

Richard Williams

Rejoinder

Although several issues of Workers'
Power have appeared since the article
Comrade Williams is discussing, his let-
ter is till relevant, not only because of
the political questions it raises, but also
because of its source, an opposition cau-
cus within the Socialist Party. In con-
trast to the leadership of that Party,
which fully supports American imper-
ialism and collab with capitali
at home by supporting the Vietnam
war and politically-collaborating with

Democratic Party, the Debs Caucus
:l'a%s to stand for a revolutionary, in-
tetnationalist position. Comrade Wil-
liams’ letter shows how fragile this com-
mitment is on the part of some of its
members.

The core of Williams’ argument is
the assertion that “’Zionism...[as the]
national liberation, movement of the
Jewish people...has its conservative and
radical wings.... [ The International So-
cialists should] support the more pro-
gressive forces.”

This ignores the fact that Zionism,
as a whole, represents the conservative
wing of the Jewish movement. Arising

around the turn of the century, Zion-
ism {the movement for a separate state
for Jews in Palestine) counterposed it-
self both to the Jewish socialist move-
ment, widely supported by working
class and intellectual Jews in Eastern
Eurépe and Russia, and to the "“assim-
ilationist” perspective, which argued
that Jews should become loyal citizens
of whatever country they lived in and
found strong support only among mid-
dle-class Jews in the Western European
countries where such assimilation was
possible.

Zionism appealed only to the most
backward and chauvinist of the Jewish
population, to those least capable of a
class conception of politics. Because
it was founded on narrow chauvinism,
it implicitly rejected the national rights
of any other people should they con-
flict with the needs of the Jewish state.
And this aggressive rejection is carried
through today. Stripped of justifying
rhetoric, the position of the Israeli gov-

=]
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liberation movement.” No, it isZion-

ist policy which has done this. Nor does &

Workers' Power claim that the Palestin-
ians were driven out by "horde‘:_s of ref-
ugees from Nazi Germany" — Zionist
policy drove them out, as part of a pol-
icy to create an entirely Jewish state,

which all sections of Zionism supported. &

What isﬂ pi tical meaning of all
this? Can Zionist in any form produce
what Williams calls for, a “worker-to-~"
worker solution?” Williams’ conceptign
of such a solution is to excuse the ex-
pulsion of the Palestinians — which
even /iberals condemn — by .‘vemin'gi'ng

us that liberation movements are “messy

affairs.” Delightful phrase — it is the
same argument that has supported
every imperialist and anti-democrati

policy of “Communist” countries (when

used by “progressives”) and of the Unite,
States and its allies (when used by their |

apologists). You can’t make an omelétte

without driving people from théir land.

A refugee camp near Amman, Jordan

ernment is that to guarantee the exis-
tence of Israel, anything goes.

What is Williams’ position on this?
What is the position of ‘radical Zion-
ism?’’ Is it possible to reconcile inter-
nationalism (opposition to imperialism)
with support for a “radical wing of Zion-
ism?” On all thgse questions, Williams
wades throu: If-truths and evasions,
until even his commas lie.

There is indeed a “radical” (until
recently, pro-Soviet) wing of Zioniam
in Israel; but this wing just as much as
the Israeli government wishes to “solve
the problem...with the help of imperial-
ism.o although it was the USSR to which
it Iéoked for an imperialist alliance
(since 1967, all wings of Zionism have
been in favor of Israel’s alliance with
the United States). In fact, theonly -
anti-imperialist fogses in Isrel are those
@hich reject Zionisr as well. =~

And not by accident. Williamssays
Workers' Power “'pits the Arab national.

-= |iberation movement against the Jewish

&

And this is the point. Under the
phrases about “worker-to-worker solu-
tions" {one needs a vague phrase like
this to avoid the question of how Pales-
tinian workers are to reconciled to Wil-
liams’ solution, “radical’’ Zionism),
Williams is pro-Zionist to the core, and
therefore also in favor of Western sup-
port to Israel. “Any type of force” is
out of the question — by this he means
war. It's easy to reject war (wars of self-
determination along with wars of-imper-
ialism) but not so easy to reject the pol-
icies which lead to_war — the support
for Zionism by the United States. Wil-
liams says nothing in opposition to aid
for Israel and Jordan — both dedicated
to the suppression of the Palestinian,
people. In opposing war but not aid,
he demonstrates an inability Yo separate
himself politically from the liberals
whom the Socialist Party Majority sup-
-ports op:nly and directly. d

".= W.P. Editorial "Board
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International Socialists
Third Floor

14131 Woodward Averiue
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International Socialism and the 1S,
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Workers’

Power

WE STAND FOR SOCIALISM: the
collective ownenhnp and democratic
control of the economy and the state
by the working class. We stand in op-
position to all forms of class society,
both capitalist and bureaucratic *’Com-
munist,” and in solidarity with the
struggles of all exp%ﬂed and oppfesed
people.

America is faced with a gmwmg eri-
sis: war, racial strife, pollution, urban
decay, and the deterioration of our
standard of llvmg and working condi-
tions. This crisis is built into capital-
ism, an outlived system of private pro-
fit, exploitation, and oppression, The
capitalist ruling class, a tiny minority
that controls the economy and politics
alike, perpetuates its rule by dividing
the working people against each other
— white against black, male against fe-
male, skilled against unskilled, etc. The
result is ever greater social chaos.

-

nor the conservative wings of the ruling
class have any answers but greater ex-
ploitation. The struggle for workers’
powei_is already being waged on the
econoriiic level, and the International
Socialists stand in solidarity with these
“struggles over wages and working con-
ditions. To further this struggle, we
,call for independent rank ang file wor-
“kers' committees to fight when and
where the unions refuse to fight. But
the struggles of the workers will remain
defensive and open to defeat so long as
they are restricted to economic or in-
dustrial action.

The struggle miist become political.
Because of its economic power, the

dependent Socialist Clippingbook,no. 1], ‘
ed. Hal Draper — $2 -
How Mao Conquered China [Independent

working class. No elite can accomplish
this for the workers.

Nor can any part of the working
class free itself at the expense of an-
other. We stand for the liberation of
all oppressed peoples: mass organiza-
tion, armed”seif-defense, and the right
of self-determination’ for Blacke; Chi-
canos, and Native Americans; the I-bo-

those who dare to rebel. The “Com-
munist” revolutions in China, Cuba and
North Vietnam, while driving out US
imperialism, have not brought workers’
power, but a new form of class society,
ruled by a bureaucratic elite. »
Whether capitalist or bureaucratic-
collectivist {“Communist”) in nature,.
ﬂu mim classes of the world fight

ration of

from subordi to ﬁnirpm
in society and the home; the organiza- oﬁmapmnneh other, always against
tion of Homosexuals to ffjht theirop- -  the working class and the people.
pression. These struggles are in the in- Through both domestic repression and
terest of the working class asawhole: - imperialist 1 (the US in
mhlnofnurnmdmlhd\ouvinm,_ VHetnag, the USSR in Czechoslovakia),
unonlypvwantﬂnutﬂ:lldlm(ul they perpetufite misery and poverty in"
workers’ power. Oppressed groups’  a world of potential peace and plenty.

ruling class also has a y on
politicajpower. It controls the govern-
ment an{ the political parties that ad-

minister the state. More and more, the .

problems we face, such as inflation and
unemployment, are the result of politi-
cal decisions made by that class. The
struggle of the working people will be
deadlocked until the ranks of .labor

. build a workers’ party and carry the

struggle into the political arena. -
The struggle for. workers' power
cannot be won until the working class,
as a whole, controls the government
and ﬁve economy democratically. This

day to the present level of conscious-

_ness of white male workers: their in-

dependent organization is necessary to
their fight for liberation. But we strive
to unite these struggles in a common

fight to end human exploitation and"

oppression.

The struggle for workers' power is
world-wide. Class oppression and ex-
plomﬁonuﬁnwmmonoondnhmuf
h ity: * US corp d
mms;m-m&mmws
poople nearer to starvation, while mili-

their struggle to- °

Socialism. the direct rule of the wor-
king class itself - exists nowhere in the
world today.

We fight for the withdrawal of US
troops from all foreign countries, and
support all struggles for national self-
determination. In Vietnam, we sup-
port the victory of the NLF over the
US and its puppets; at the same time,”
we stand for revolutionary opposition
by the working class to the incipient
bureaucratic ruling class. Only social
ism, established through m

lution, can free h y from ex-
plolhﬁonlndopmmﬂ-onlv

Workers' power is the only alterna-  requiresa lutionary socialist, work- tary iy tion by the US govern- -fogce capable of building socialism is .
tive to this crisis. Neither the liberal ing class party, at the- head of a unmed ment, servin corporations, awaits WORKERS" POWER.
i S - )
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In the early 1960s the rank and file
of American labor ended a twenty year
period in which most of its struggles
were necessarily defensive, of the guer-
rilla type and conducted mainly during
work hours inside the workplaces. In
many of these struggles the official lead-
ership of the union above the local union
level was not involved. In fact, nota
few of the struggles were opposed by
official leaders.

Overworked and underpaqd rank-and-

Rank And File
Revolts And
The Role Of

labor 16day

Scott Jacoby

atomized, isolated on a local-for-local
basis, with no organization of any kind
uniting the militants even on a shop-for-
shop basis within the same geographic
areas of any of the internationals.

It is only a matter of time until the
bstacle of isolation is , but
any force, movement or group that can

in any responsible way help to speed
the unification of the localized revolts
does labor and the entire society a ser-
vice. Thus, the announcement early this

George Harney

a vehicle that could help their cause.
Those who were in charge spent their
time manuevering to make sure that

control. Independent rank and filers
could only look on in puzzlement or
disgust or vote with their feet.

The conference set up an organiza-
tion called the National Coordinating

to provide the ranks of any union with

they and only they stayed in control of -
the conference, while another section of
delegates used like tactics to try to win

file workers made it hard on immediate
supervision, supervision in turn again
made it hard on them, machines broke
down, militants got transferred to iso-
lated jobs, and so on until finally one
side or the other gave in tempararily on
whatever was being fought about.

That era came to an end and a new

year that a national rank and file con-
ference was to be held in Chicago on
June 27 and 28, was greeted with en-
th by large bers of rank-and-
file unionists who sorely want to see
the struggle escalate via a national rank-
and-file organization.

The conference call was put out by

Committee for Trade Union Action and
Democracy (NCCTUAD). The delegates
met in voluntary “state and area cau-
cuses” and “elected” one hundred and
twenty persons to be that coordinating -
committee. The National Coordinating
Committee “in turn elected” a steering
committee of “about 25 people” (all
quotes from the July-September Labor

one opened when labot's tanks once
more began to make large scale offen-
sives against their employers and push-
ed the struggle out into the line of vi-
sion of the general public. There were
mass re‘f‘u_sals to ratify contracts nego-
tiated by their own top union leaders,
mass unofficial extensions of official
strikes and widespread outbreaks of
wildcat strikes.

Six years have passed since class con-
flict became clearly visible beyond the
work side of the timeclocks. During
that time some significant changes have
been made by the ranks. In thousands
of locals throughout the country, older
local leaderships — who in the 1950's
got into the “‘do nothing” rut so deep
that it became habit — were voted out
and new and more energetic leaders re-
placed them. Very often the change in
leadership was-also accompanied by an
increase in local union internal democ-
racy and the revitalization of shop stew-
ards committees. Some locals have even
been able to retard the giveaway of pro-
tective working conditions established
in the 1930's and 1940's.

There are, of course, many locals in
which this process is only just begin-
ning to develop. Nevertheless it is now
a fact that a large portion of the locals
that had been officially asleep or in bed
since the mid-1940's have begun to get
back into fighting shape.
Atomization

The same cannot besaid,.i'\owever,
for official union organizations above
the local union level. True there have
been responses, even significant ones, in
several international unions and still
more measurable responses at the
intermediate (district or regional) levels
of leadership. But these resporises re-
main belated and unenthusiastic. By
and large, international union presidents
as yet feel no need to reexamine their
policies — primarily because the ranks
are not well enough organized to chal-
lenge them with replacement, new pol-
icies and the re-structuring of the unions.
The revolts if the ranks of labor remain

-

- Southern Christian Leadership Confer-

Labor Today, a Chicago based monthly
magazine, and was signed by dignitaries
like Reverend Jesse Jackson of the

Today). The steering committee then
elected the officers of the national or-
ganization. The supposed faith that
ence, Mayor-elect Kenneth Gibson of
Newark, Eliseo Medina of the United
Farmworkers Organizing Committee,
Ken Yablonski, son of the murdered
coal mine leader, and a score of local
union presidents and officials, 3 On October 25, the lllinois section
However, much to the disappoint- of the NCCTUAD, the lllinois Rank
ment of many who were present and and File Conference, called an all day
far more who could not attend but who conference in the Packinghouse Labor
had high hopes, the conference failed and C ity Hall (Chi

organizers) have in democracy.and the
rank and file doesn’t exactly jump out
and demonstrate itself.

the Labor Today people (the conference

), to con-

ALS IN TS 1SSUE

BUILDWG THADES IN CRISIS
PLANNED MURDERS

MESSAGE # HOM VIE TNAMESE
THADEL UNIONISTS

tinue what had been started in June. = s
They did just that. Approximately 150
delegates, observers and visitors were
present. Like the parent organization,

the conference called upon all to sup-

port a whole series of what for the.ma-

jor part were perfectly good demands

of the type that had brought most of

the people together in the first place —
and end to the war, racism and exploi-
tation of labor, etc. Butif anyone *
there expected that they would be able

to discuss these matters, or vote on the
best programmatic formulations ot on -

how to organize and develop
thm the labor movement for theu
ds, their exp were total-

ly frustrated.

All the official speeches permitted at
the conference were mimeographed days
before hand and given to the delegates
and visitors as they entered the hall.
Then, in a slap at the dignity and intel-
ligence of both the audience and the
speakers, the conference controllers had
the speakers read off their speeches
word for word. After each speech a
scattered group “‘spontaneously’’ rose
to give the speaker a standing ovation.
The whole thing seemed a little strain-
ed but most people goodnaturedly went
along.

As the nature of the conference be-
gan to unfold, however, some of the
rank and filers present began to raise
criticisms. They wanted help in the
struggles in their unions and needed to
discuss policy and organizing tactics on
a higher and more serious level. The
controllers were also goodnatured, but
rolled right on as before, going from
point to agenda point, always on a per-
fect to-the-minute schedule. No votes
were taken on resolutions. They were
referred to committee becawse, in the
words of a conference coordinator,
“voting would, er ah em, take too much
time."”

“Friends Of Labor”
A giant sign over the speakers ros-

trum called “For a Politically Independ-
ent Labor Movement.” Good, but an

eMially big sign stated: “Defeat the

Nixon-Agnew-Smith Conspiracy...Vote
Nov. 3. By elimination this could
only fhiean a vote for the “‘champions
of working class rights” that run the
Democractic Party.

The leadership of the NCCTUAD
and Labor Today clearly support the
Democratic Party, not independent
labor political action. What is more,
they are not about to let anyone in |-
inods, let alone in the national organiza-
tion, say a word of criticism of this bold
vanguard policy.

Democracy faired little better in the
selection of officers. The conference
callers made a motion which indicated
that, as at the national conference, the

[continued on page 11]
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