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Since November, Angela Davis, black
militant and declared Communist, has
been in jail awaiting trial on charges of
conspiracy to commit murder. She will
conduct her own defense, attempting
to prove the charges'a “political frame-
up.”

The basis for the charge is the State’s
claim that Davis purchased guns which
were used in an armed attempt to free
three prisoners on trial in a Marin Coun-
ty Courthouse last September. The
leader of the escape, a judge, and two
of the prisoners were killed as shooting
broke out when guards tried to block
the escape (see "Jailbreak,” W.P., no.
21). )

Under California law, the State need
not prove that murder was intended,
that Davis knew how the guns would
be used, or even that the prisoners shot
anyone: .if anyone was killed by any-
one, even one of the prisoners by the
police, the prisoners are guilty of mur-
der and Davis is an accessory.

Davis” troubles with the State of
California, however, began long before
she was charged with murder. A brilli-
ant philosophy student who had work-
ed under Herbert Marcuse, Davis’had
been hired to teach at UCLA’s West-
wood campus in 1969 — ironically, be-
cause UCLA was looking for a "‘quali-
fied Negro'’ to offer as a token conces-
sion to dissatisfied black students.

In September, 1969, an FBI infor-
mer revealed that Davis was a member
of the Communist Party. The Regents
of the University of California immedi-
ately fired her. They made no bones
about having political reasons: “The
taxpayers in a capitalistic, democratic
society should not pay the salariés of
professors, or the bills of students, who
wat to change the system,” said a state-
ment supported by a majority of lhe
Regents.

But a.court ruled that Davis could
not be fired until her contract expired
in 1970. Student groups and the Phil-
osophy faculty organized to defend
her and UCLA's Chancellor stalledgfor
time. Finally, the Regents took th!x
matter out of his hands and, last Junie

" 19, voted not to rehire Davis.

Davis said.she would remain in Los
Angeles to contest the case, and with
huge majorities of students-and faculty
supporting her, the case threatened to
tear the university apart in the fall.

In this situation the opportunity to
accuse Davis of murder was a godsend
to the State of California. We may

.more than the life of a judge and some

- and more openly — are stacked against

never know the precise truth about
Davis’ connection, if any, with the Marin
jailbreak. It's difficult to believe that
someone in Davis’ exposed position
would have risked involvement, even if
the reason for buying the guns were not
made clear.

The Black Panther Party, her own
Party, and liberal sympathizers all had
ways to buy guns without her help. On
the other hand, if Davis did buy guns,
this proves nothing.about complicity in
the jailbreak.

Further, there was never a “conspir-
acy to commit murder’” except in the
sense of the twisted California law.
Rather, the State of California and its
police are guilty of murder: faced with
the choice of letting the prisoners go or
starting a shoot-out, the State decided
instantly that its authority was worth

prisoners. The blood is on Gov. Rea-
gan’s hands, not Angela Davis’.

Since the logic of the marder charge
is 50 tortuous, the trial can only be un-
derstood in terms of its political mean-
ing. This is threefold. First, the mur-
der charge is a way to finish the purge
of Angela Davis — and more generally,
of revolutionary ideas — from Califor-
nia’s universities; in this sense it fits in-
to a long line of other attacks by the
Regents on radicals in the universities.

Second, and more important, since
the first attempt to fire her, Davis had
become famous — a big-name radical
throughout California, and to some de-
gree across the country. Thus the mur-
der charge represents another attempt .
to nail a prominent revolutionary and
intimidate the left.

Finally, hoping to exploit the death
of the judge.in the Marin jailbreak at-
tempt, the state sees the trial as part of
its campaign to use the issue of rror-
ism, and the general uneasienss about
radical violence; as a way to.disczadit
the radical movement. . .« -

The political meaning of the trial —
a-three-sided attempt to karate-chop
the radical movement — makes clear
what our response shou|d be. We do
not demand a "fair trial" for Angela
Davis. Davis, conducting her own de-
fense with the aid of several brilliant
lawyers, should indeed fight hard in the
courtroom — but a fair trial she cannot
get. The very law under which she is
to be tried is blatantly unfair.

“ Moreover, the courts — today more
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