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0il Giants Create
Massive Fuel Mess:

In some places you can’

get gas. In some places you
can’t. If you can’t, and you
need it, searching for it
dominates your life.

In New York City people wait
for hours in lines that sometimes
exceed 100 cars, waiting for $3
worth at 53¢ a gallon.

In the middle of February,

31% ofNew Jersey's gas stations
-were hlfeady Gut. -
On1§10% &f Chicago’s gas
stations will pump gas after 7:00
p.m. The list goes on. . .Seattle,
Pittsburgh, Miami. . .and on. . .
Houston, Maine. . .and on.
But not everyone is having
that bad a time of it.
20il company profits are soar-
ing. Gulf.announced a 153%

gain in fourth quarter earnings. . .

a fourth quarter profit of $230
million compared with $91 mil-
lion in the 1972 quarter.

Occidental Petroleum, not
one of the seven sisters — just a
close cousin — reported a 417%
profit increase in the first nine
months of 1973.

EXXON announced the
largest annual profit ever earned
by any industrial company —
$2.4 billion. And that is after
taxes.

The oil companies are also
taking this opportunity to
modernize gasoline distribution.
Many independent gas station
owners have been forced toshut
down. The major corporations
are closing stations with insuf-
ficient profits.

While few people were
looking they have also-been-buy-
ing Up coal reserves and coal
companies. Big oil interests now
control more than 55% of the
nation’s uranium reserves
(nuclear energy). They also con-
trol, almost exclusively, the
technology to develop synthetic
and natural gas.

In other words, the oil
companies have become energy
conglomerates and will be the
financial benefactors of any turn
to other energy sources.

Some people might say they
have us coming and they have us
going. )

But record breaking profits,
almost exclusive control of the
world’s energy resources, the
Alaska pipeline and other victor-
ies over the environment don‘t
seem to satisfy these voracious
profiteers.

In the last two weeks they
have reduced crude oil imports
by 30%, claiming the govern-
ment’s allocations program
makes crude oil importation less
profitable.

A 30% reduction is more than
four times as great as a total
Arab embargo would have been.

This means that if you can
still get gas, soon you won’t be
able to.

As the lives of more and more
people are taken over by the
quest for gas (or the lack of it)
the weakness of the government
becomes increasingly apparent.
Nothing changes.

Daily, new gasoline alloca-

- tions are pronounced. ““Gas

from.one state will be shipped to
another.” Oops, that one caused
an uproar, try it again. “In-
creased gas supplies from reserves
(what reserves?) will be sent to
the blighted areas.” .

Meanwhile the lines are just
as long and things promise to get
worse. The independent station
owners are threatening to pump
out and close down.

Nixor mUmbles about the
strengths of the. American
people and the good times
ahead.

Simon allocates and reallo-
cates. Whenever enough pressure
is applied, he miraculously
pumps new resources from a
well we'd been told was already
dry.
Scoop Jackson pushes ra-
tioning, instituting insufficient
supplies for everyone.

A newscaster in Detroit at-
tempted to make it on 45
gallons a month. He ran out in
a little less than three weeks
using his car only to go to work,
the doctor and shopping.

In desperation many states
have instituted the “Oregon
Plan.” Cars with even numbered
license plates can buy gas on
even numbered days, cars with
odd numbers on odd numbered
days.

This plan means everyone
gets to wait in still very long
lines on alternating days instead
of the day most convenient for

them.

NO.92 MARCH 1-14, 1974 15¢

TAKE

' THEM

OVER!

of the day most convenient for
them.

The problem isn't what day
you buy gas on but whether
there is any gas. It is obvious to
almost everyone (ask them) that
the oil crisis is a colossal hoax
cooked up by the oil companies
to increase their profits.

The energy industry is owned
and run for immense private
profit. It is too important a
resource toall people to be left
in the hands of a greedy few.

The solution is not moving
limited gas supplies from one
state to another, gasless Sundays,
odd and even days, daylight

savings time or any other kooky
scheme cooked;up.

The solution is simply to take
it out of the hands of those who
have created the chaos.

The oil profiteers should be
stripped of their enormous assets.
The industry should be nation-
alized by the government — the
first step towards ending this
hot-housed crisis.

The world’s energy resources
belong to the world’s peoples
and must be used for human
need, not the profit of the oil
barons. m

Gay Semel
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Workers’ Power photo

Long lines at Detroit unemployement office. See story, page 9.
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