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TIME TO TAKE OUT
THE GARBAGE!

The Nixon regime is dead.
Nixon himself remains in
_office-.only. because no one

ing corpse

off the Whm:?-lnoun throne.

Nixon’s guilt is no longer in
doubt. Every few days, new evi-
dence comes to light: bribery,
burglary, extortion, obstruction
of justice, sabotage, tax evasion
— all this on top of his real
crimes, mass murder in Vietnam,
union busting, racism, and re-
pression. About the only crimes

“ Nixon hasnt committed are drug
abuse and child molestation.

He stands exposed as an inter-
national gangster, despised by
most of the population, and yet
Nixon remains in office. Why?
The answer says a lot about
what’s wrong with American
politics.

Plea bargaining

Nixon, for his part, is buying
time. He has held off resigning
because he fears once he leaves
office nothing will keep him and
his whole entourage out of jail.
Playing with a yo-yo on the
stage of history, Nixon is plea
bargaining with the ruling class
behind the scenes.

For their part, the ruling class
and its representatives are con-
vinced he's got to go. -Their
problem is not that Nixon is a
criminal, but that Nixon got
caught.

The President’s job in part is
to discipline the American people
— today more than ever, as the

US enters a period of recurring
economic crisis and intensified
world competition.. But Nixon
is 50 discreditéd, he can no.longer
keep the US warking class in line.
“His exposure has destroyed
many of the myths that capital-
ist politics depend upon. Already
the Republican Party is heading
for disaster this fall. They fear
annihilation if they can’t unload
Nixon before November. But
more than that, both parties are
worried that if the present crisis
goes on much longer the whole
two-party system — the bedrock
of the status quo in this country
— will begin to crumble.

At his last press conference,
Nixon proclaimed, “Dragging
out Watergate drags down Amer-
ica.” Since it is Nixon and his
lawyers who are doing most
of the stalling, this was just
another exercise in rhetorical
hypocrisy. But unwittingly he
paraphrased his increasingly
impatient masters; as they see
it, dragging out Nixon is drag-
ging down American capitalism
and its politics.

Quick coup

What the ruling class must
work out is a means of removing
Nixon that will restore stability
to the status quo, not further
undermine it. i

They don’t want to prevent
a repetition of Nixon's crimes,
they want to perpetuate them in
new, more successful guises.
They want to rebuild popular
illusions about the government.
They want to make certain that

Nixon's successor doesn’t get

v caught.

What the ruling %:mms_
is a coup d’etat = a quick, pain-
less replacement of the head of
state, without any change in the
system he represented. They
simply haven’t decided how best
to organize the coup or who
should take the lead.

Neither the Democrats nor
any liberal Republicans are will-
ing to spearhead the coup —
they fear a pro-Nixon backlash,
organized around the theme,
“Nixon was the innocent victim
of a rabid, partisan‘ attack." For

months t n searching
for of Nixon’sown

wing of the Republican Party to
play Brutus.to Nixon’s Ceasar.

Goldwater was asked and refused,

but right-wing Senator James
Buckley finally agreed to be the

first to slip in the knife — for the .

good of the Republican Party
and the conservative movement.
Others from among Nixon's
former hard core are expected
to follow Buckley’s lead. Wash-
ington’s Night of the Living Dead
may soon be coming to an end —
but new monsters will take
Nixon'’s place.

Clean sweep

In the meantime, what should
be the attitude of American
working people, who have no
stake in the system the Democra-
tic and Republican Party poli-
ticians are struggling to shore
up? We don't need a coup — we
need a clean sweep. Take out all
the garbage — not just Nixon, but
the capitalist politics that pro-
duced him. . X

We want Nixon's impeach-
ment, not his resignation, for the
same reason establishment lead-
ers are afraid of it —we want the
whole truth to come out; ina
public trial: No More Lies, No
More Coverups! No secrets from
the American people, play all the
tapes, publish all the documents!
Impeach the system!

Nixon should be ousted now,
but on our terms, not hjs and not
theirs. First of all, we should de-

&

mand that new presidential elec-
tions be called for this Novem-
ber. The ‘72 elections were a

" fraud — they were rigged, not

just by Nixon's plumbers, but
by the whole two-party system.
Ford, Nixon’s hand-picked, car-
bon-copy successor, has no more
right to rule us than Nixon does.

Second, the labor movement
should organize to nominate and
run its own ticket. The Demo-
cratic Party is as much a party
of business, of wage controls and
inflation, of racism, of the oil
hoax — of Watergate and all it
stands for — as Nixon’s Republi-

ocrats and the

I'Berals hav‘z‘;:r"esemed no aiter-
native to Nixon becadse they
can’t: -they represent the same
politics and the same interests
he does. Their differences with
the Republicans are those of
style; not substance.

To date, AFL-CIO President
George Meany and the other
labor bureaucrats have provided

no more leadership throughout
the Watergate crisis than the
Democratic Party. With barely
enough political vision to find
the ends of their noses, Meany
and his colleagues have set their
sights on electing a “veto-proof
Congress” — i.e., on electing
more Democrats, Nixons in
sheeps’ clothing. Labor’s im-
prisonment in the Democratic
Party is what makes Watergates
possible. So long as the work-
ing class has its arms tied behind
its back, the bosses of America
will have a free hand.

That is the basic lesson of
Watergate: Working people must
build 2 permanent party of the
working class. Until the two-
party system is smashed and the
labor movement has its own
party, Nixxon politics and
Nixxon business will continue
as usual, whatever they call their
gas. @

Kit Lyons
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