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Portugal at the Crossroads

Lisnave shipyard workers,September 12: "We are not with the government when it promulgates anti-working-class laws,

restricting the struggle of the workers against capitalist exploitation,”

For A Workers Party!

Ford /Rockefeller Threaten

Mass Unemployment

During Gerald Ford's first 50 days in office,
the U.S. economy hasdeteriorated at anaccelerat-
ing pace, Both inflation and unemployment shot up
dramatically last month, while stock prices
continue to plummet.

On the other hand, Ford’s "economic summits™
have revealed only that none of the various
interest groups and bourgeois economists knows
what to do about the economic crisis. The new
administration is banking on budget austerity as
the solution, while the Democrats and Republicans
alike voted for the m"advisory" cost-of-living
council, the first stage of wage-price controls.

The extent of the crisis and the clear inability
of bourgeois politicians to remedy it underscore
the urgent need for a workers party to oppose
the twin parties of capital. Yet George Meany's
reactionary AFL-CIO bureaucracy is scrambling
to deflect widespread disgust with Nixon and
Watergate into the meaningless campaign to ob-

tain a "veto-proof" (two-thirds Democratic)
Congress.

Economy Goes to Hell

The dramatic 3.9 perce.t rise in wholesale
prices during August combined with an alarming
increase in unemployment to 5.8 percent of the
work force, points to the bleak prospects instore
for the American working class—runaway inflation
in a slumping economy. Moreover the fallin stock
values, amounting to a decline of 45 percent since
January 1973, indicates that many capitalists are
feeling acutely the pincers of the current slump-
flation. Ford is using the common political ruse
of attempting to foist the blame for current
hard times on the "foreigners™—in this case the
oil-producing Arab states.

The tremendous (400 percent) rise inthe price
of crude oil has, infact, transferred huge amounts

continued on page 10

Ford and Meany, in the Oval Office,

OCTOBER 4—In recent days events in
Portugal have escalated toacrisislev-
el. A fragile truce between younger of-
ficers of the Armed Forces Movement
(MFA) and their senior, more conser-
vative commanders has broken down.
On September 30 General Antdnio de
Spinola—symbol of Portugal's half-way
liberation from the severe repression
of the Salazaristdictatorship—~resigned
his post as president, warning that the
country was headed toward political and
economic chaos and "new forms of slav-
er from the left.” Shortly before his
resignation Spinola reportedly attempt-
ed to seize power in a palace coup, by de-
claring a "state of siege"” and dismiss-
ing the military-leftist government.

Also forced to resign were Generals
Galva de Melo, Silveiro Marques and
Diego Neto, leaving only three members
of the Junta of National Salvation, a
body of senior officers chosen by the
MFA, to sit as a second government.
General Francisco da Costa Gomesbe-
came the new president and was ac-
claimed by the Communist Party and
leftist public opinion, despite the fact
that he has long been a supporter and
close associate of Spinola.

The generals' resignations followed
on the heels of an ahortive right-wing
demonstration. On September 10 Spino-
la had called on the "silent majority"
to "awaken and to defend itself against
extremist totalitarianism which fights
in the shadows.” A numberof conserva-
tive groups responded to the call and
announced a rally on September 28 in
front of the presidential palace.

The demonstration was prevented
when leftists set up roadblocks around

continued on page 8
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Racist Attacks on Black School Children, Columbia Point

Reactionaries Mobilize in Boston

BOSTON, October "5—The campaign of
racist intimidation againstblack people
in Boston continues to mount. Mob
violence that marked the first week
of court-ordered school busing could
break out again at any moment. An
indication of the seriousness of the situ-
ation was the mass demonstration by
5,000 opponents of busing and school
integration in South Boston yesterday.
In contrast, no demonstration support-
ing the embattled black school
children has drawn more than 500
supporters.

Symbolic of the frenzied atmosphere
in some white neighborhoods was the
friendly reception given the murderous
scum of the Ku Klux Klan. While many
adults remained on the sidelines, hun-
dreds of South Boston youth responded
eagerly to the Klansmen's call for
whites to organize against "forced race
mixing," This powder keg of white
racist blood lust could be ignited into
an explosion by almost anything, in-
cluding racial clashes in the schools
or the escalation of anti-busing demon-
strations into mob attacks.

While schools remain the focal point
of struggle, a general pattern of phys-
ical and psychological terror against
all racial minoritiesis rapidly develop-
ing. Black members of the Amal-
gamated Meatcutters' Union recently
left a meeting at their union hall in
South Boston to find their car windows
smashed.

Last week several hundred white
teenagers boycotting school in Charles-~
town, a neighborhood not yet affected
by the busing plan, rampaged through
the North End of Boston, attacking two
blacks walking down the street. They
also attempted to break into the
Michaelangelo School where a number
of Chinese students have been bused.

In addition, black and Puerto Rican
families have been transferred out of
predominantly white housing projects
in South Boston and Charlestown after
a renewal of the assaults that plagued
them last year. Fifty-five Puerto Rican
families were firebombed and stoned
out of the D Street project in 1973,
and a black youth was murdered by
a sniper's bullet.

Liberals Capitulate to Racism

These atrocities occur against the
background of a reactionary mobiliza-
tion of anti-busing forces that grow
more confident with every concession
by the liberals. The white boycott of
the schools that started in South Boston
had by the second week of school
spread to other neighborhoods. One-day
boycotts and local demonstrations oc-
curred in West Roxbury, Charlestown,
East Boston and Hyde Park, although
overall school attendance slowly in-
creased to 80 percent by October 3.

As boycotting whites began to re-
turn to classes, confrontations inside
the schools increased sharply. Several
schools were temporarily closed as a
result of clashes between black and
white students, and every day there
are more motorcades, marches and
rallies against busing.

Every time the anti-busing forces
flex their muscles, vote-consciouslib-
eral politicians take another stepback-
ward. Mayor Kevin White has lobbied
the District Court, which ordered the
busing, for modifications of the plan.
This produced the ironic spectacle
of Hicks' and Kerrigan's racist School
Commmittee successfully petitioning for
White to be named a co-defendant
with them on the grounds that, "re-
marks attributed to the mayor...bor-
der on obstruction of this court's
order" (Boston Globe, 27 September).

Courts and Cops Will Not
Protect Blacks

Even Judge Arthur Garrity, whodoes
not have to face re-election and can
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therefore pose as a staunch defender
of democracy and integration, has be-
gun to shift gears in response to the
racist blackmail. In his first hearing
on guidelines for a permanent, city-
wide integration plan to replace the
temporary and partial plan initiated
this September, Garrity remarked:
"The less busing, the more acceptable
to people all over the city. The real
challenge will be to desegregate the
schools with a minimum of forced
busing.”

The present busing plan is ex-
tremely artificial and busing is, in
general, a wholly inadequate means for
achieving integrated schools in a seg-
regated society. Nevertheless, Gar-
rity's declaration can only be inter-
preted as a victory_for the racist anti-
busing movement in its struggle with
the vacillating, weak-kneed liberal
bourgeois establishment.

The leaders of the pro-busing
forces—NAACP, Freedom House, the
churches, etc.—have relied solely on
the courts, legislature and police. By
failing to mobilize opposition to the
racist campaign, the black and com-
munity organizations and labor unions
who support black people's democratic
rights have allowed anti-busing forces,
led by demagogic local politicians, to
pose as a popular mass movement de-
fending the rights of the "little people™
against big government.

Furthermore, the liberal strategy
of reliance on the bourgeois state for
protection means reliance on its pro-
fessional racists and strikebreakers,
the police. These cops that stood by
while buses were stoned on September
12 can hardly be trusted to protect
black children. The NAACP's call for
federal marshals is simply an appeal
to another level of the capitalist state.
The deaths and beatings of many civil
rights workers in the South during the

After several days of this provoca-
tion, project residents decided to or-
ganize their own defense units. On
Saturday, September 21, about 250
tenants formed a human barricade
across the street leading to the proj-
ect and turned back any unknown whites.
That same night several vigilantes
wearing the white robes of the KKK
fired shots at the project and es-
caped, despite the presence of dozens
of cops in the area. The main con-
cern of the police was to prevent
project residents from apprehending
the racist hooligans who shot atthem.

Two days later a spokesman for the
project issued a set of six demands
on the city including, "1. We demand
that the Boston PoliceDept. co-operate
with our selected representative in pro-
viding security for our community.
... 95 We demand complete and effec-
tive police protection for our children
against mob violence while being bused
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White youth
hurls egg at
bus in Boston.

1960's are eloquent testimony to the
"effectiveness™ of federal marshals.

Cops, Racists Attack
Columbia Point

The futility of reliance on the gov-
ernment was shown dramatically in re-
cent events at the Columbia Point
housing project. The project, 90 percent
black, is a phvsically isolated con-
centration of the most oppressed poor
people in Boston. It is located near
a drop-off point for buses traveling
between white South Boston and black
Roxbury.

In contrast to the mob violence in
"Southie™ when the schools opened,
parents at Columbia Point promised
to personally protect all students, black
and white, who passed throughthe drop-

off point. Despite this admirable re-

sponse by black parents, many of whose
children were on the buses that were
stoned, the project suffered continual
and escalating harassment by cars
full of whites screaming obscenities
and racial slurs,

BOSTON GLOBE/BOB DEAN

to and from school." The Mayor simply
ignored these demands.

The police response to this call was
typical. "For their own protection,”
residents at the project were subjected
to a brutal military occupation by
hundreds of police., The police justified
this martial law with the lie that
shots were fired out of the project
instead of into it. Guard dogs and po-
lice with M-16s were placed on the
roofs. Several tenants were hospital-
ized as a result of police brutality,
and the project's church and com-
munity center was vandalized by these
official representatives of "law and
order."

Mobilize to Defend Black School
Children and Columbia Point!

Instead of relying on local or fed-
eral government for protection, black
people and all working people must
depend on their own organizations for
defense. The Spartacist League ad-
vocates the formation of a bi-racial

Mass demonstration of anti-busing forces in South Boston,

defense force, organized by black and
community groups and the labor unions,
to protect the buses and maintain or-
der in the schools.

The Boston Teachers' Union has a
special responsibility in this area. The
BTU should give up its phony, pro-
racist posture of neutrality on busing
and begin to assume responsibility for
protection of the students during the
desegregation plan. It should unionize
the bus monitors and transitional aides
in the schools, who are now respon-
sible to the arch-racist School Com-
mittee, It should cooperate with other
unions and black organizations to stop
the racist violence.

The flying squads of UAW members
who recently defended the home of a
black family being harassed in an all-
white neighborhood of Detroit canpoint
the way to the formation of such a
defense force. Those Columbia Point
residents who organized their own se-
curity units to patrol the project also
presented a concrete alternative totry-
ing to pressure the racist, trigger-
happy cops intoprotecting black people.

As a means of laying the basis
for such forms of organized self-
defense, the Spartacist League and
Spartacus Youth League have been ac-
tively campaigning for black and labor
organizations which have the neces-
sary authority and resources to build
a mass demonstration of all those who
oppose the racist attacks on black
school children and Columbia Point
residents. ®
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—Letters

16 September 1974
Portland, Oregon

Although I've nofaithin "revolution-~
ary politics" to solve humanproblems,
I do enjoy reading your paper, be-
cause it is the only consistent exponent
of Trotskyist polities that I have ever

encountered, and the quality of its
critical analyses is generally quite
high.

I would like to bring your attention
to a factual error in the article written
by Charles D. which appeared in WV
No. 52. He stated "I'm sure that if
comrades had known that the S.L. had
been the only group on the left to de-
fend the Weatherman terrorists—even
with all the unpopularity brought on to
them for taking this principled posi-
tion—~then instead of us blindly throwing
around accusaticns, we would at least
have made a competent investigationof

their politics on that question...”

The LS., of which I was a member
at the time, did defend the Weathermen,
albeit critically. I remember reading of
that in Workers'’ Powey, and having a
discussion with a non-member about it.
Therefore, the statement by CharlesD.
that only the S.L., adopted this position
is incorrect.

Yours for accuracy,
D. Raphael

WV replies: If the International So-
cialists ever did defend Weathermen
against the state, we can find no ev-
idence of it. Moreover, articles in
International Socialist call on the left
to "dissociate itself" from Weather-
man and explicitly compare it to fas-
cist groups. This equation hardly sug-
gests defending Weatherman against

bourgeois repression. We call the read-
er's attention to the following quotes,
characteristic of IS' position at the

time: "The left will have to workover-
time to dissociate itself from the
adventurous band which thinks that the
only way to organize is to scream
'‘give up your white skin privilege'
and then attempt to massacre infidels”
("Heavy Weather," IS, October 1969),
A picture accompanying this article
showed Weatherman supporters over
the caption: "Arson, Rape and Bloody
Murder, When the RYM Revolution
Comes™,

In "The SDS's Desoclation Row" by
Jack Gerson (IS, February 1970) the
IS pesition was elaborated by the fol-
lowing: "And so Weatherman has taken
itself out of the movement. Their hall-
mark is viclence for the sake of
violence, and their anti-imperialist

Protest Actions:

People’s World "Reporis” Chile
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day bﬁjwtt of Chilean shipning.

The hoycott was carried out lavgely
due tothe efforts of rank-and-file mem-
bers of Locals 10 and 34 who had been
working for months in a Committee to
Implement the Boycott. The Commit-
tee's aim was to implement a resolu-
ion calling for boycotting Chilean cargo
which was passed by Local 10 last
November,

The distortion of these facts, ac-
curately reported in Workers Vane-
guard, is not a matter of CPers' eyes
"playing jokes™ on them. They are ex-
amples of the technique of the "biglie”
—a deliberate attempt to deceive the
workers when the Stalinists are unable
to politically defend their class col-
laboration. The failure of Allende and
the CP in the "Popular Unity" govern-
ment in Chile to prepare the workers
for struggle against bourgeois reac-
tion, their repeated statements of ab-
solute faith in the "constitutionalist”
officers, systematically prepared the
way for last Sentember's bloody coup.
It is this record of betrayal which Peo~
ple's World seeks to hide. m

rhetoric looks more and more like a
front.

"The violence, the hatred of work-
ers, the chaos for the sake of chaos, the
conscious orientation to 'lumpen' ele-
ments, these characteristics are all
very reminiscent of another movement
in another era: Mvssolini's Brown-
shirts and Hitler's Fascists, especially
Gregor Strasser's 'left' anti-capitalist
groupings within Hitler's gang.

",..The bourgeoisie, playing upon
the aspirations of people themselves in-
capable of retaining power, canassume
control of afascist movement anddirect
it against the working class.

"This was the schema in Italy and
Germany, where the Fascist move-
ments originally had anti-capitalist
cvertones. Weatherman clearly is cap-
able of walking the same route.

"So when it is suggested to Ted
Gold of the Weather Bureau that his
panorama of therevolutionimpliesfas-
cism in this country before a socialist
revolution, he replies: "Well, Iif it
would take fascism, we'll have to have
fascism.’

"Yeah,
you be on?"

The SL's position was presented in
an article, "Terrorism and Commun-
ism," in Spartacist, August-September
1970. While warning against terrorist
diversions, adventurism and Weather-
man's complete lack of any revolution-
ary program, the SL stated unequiv-
ocally: "As with the Panthers, it is

Ted; but which side will

the class duty of all radicals and n‘ili-
tants to defend
ownnu vut tha
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No to Wilson's
Social Contract!

Labour to Power!

OCTOBER 6—As Britain's October 10
elections approach, all major political
parties find themselves in agreement
on one indisputable point: the country
faces its worst economic crisis since
World War II, perhaps its worst ever.
The traditional sources of bourgeois
confidence are now spouting fear for
"the survival of Britain as a nation,"
by which they mean the survival of
British capitalism.

It is more than "fear itself™ which
quivers the usually stiff upper lip of
publications like the Economiist. Infla-
tion has broken into a gallop at 20-25
percent. Major companies have begun
to collapse and unemployment is rising
swiftly to one million, perhaps going
on to two million (Manchester Guardian
Weekly, 7 September). The balance of
payments deficit is currently running
at a rate of over-$11 billion annually
(Economist, 31 August); this is an in-
tolerable level at any time and cata-
strophic in the midst of a worldwide
economic downturn., Most important of
all, no amount of governmentinterven-
tion, "Keynesian" or otherwise, canre-
solve the deepening economic crisis
within the frameworkof capitalist prin-
ciples of profitability.

Bankrupt Companies and
Bankrupt Policies

The latest major British firm to go
broke was Ferranti, an important
electronic/engineering company hand-
ling defense contracts and employing
17,000 workers. Caught with a cash
shortage, Ferranti was bailed out by
the Labour government just as Prime
Minister Wilson bailed out the bank-
rupt Court Lines travel company earli-
er this year. These two companies are
only the tip of the iceberg. The Rolls
Royce Corporation alsofaces aliquidity
crisis, and the motor and airframes
industry as a whole seems likely to go
under at some point.

The Labour Party's policy is one of
waiting out the economic slump while
pouring taxpayers' money into the
sieve of bankrupt corporations. Such a
policy is futile; moreover, it attempts
to make the workers, through taxes,
pay the cost of capitalistirrationality.

In Britain there is an imminent
possibility of widespread factory
closures, producing so-called "redun-
dant™ workers. Within the Labour Party
(BLP) the debate over the "redundant”
workers continues to simmer. The left
wing around Tony Wedgewood Benn
sees failing business as an opportunity
to extend the "public sector.” Actually
Benn's proposal is for the partial and
gradual nationalization of bankrupt
companies with ovev-compensation to
management (i.e., more than they could
recover through sale of stock shares
on the market). Benn and his co-
thinkers are viewed as wildly radical
by Labour moderates.

But the policy of all wings of the
BLP is meant to strangle any impulse
to independent labor action againstfac-
tories that close down for lack of prof-
its. Union militants should begin now
to preparc to occupy clossd plants.
It is not, after all, the workers who
are redundant., Some militant factory
seizures backed up by sclid working-
class support action would make that
point in no uncertain terms.

Moreover, with memories of Heath's
three-day workweek last winter still
fresh in everyone's mind, occupations
in response to a wave of factory shut-
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downs and massive unemployment
would gain wide public sympathy. The
Labour Party's formal commitment to
nationalizations and its dependence on
support from the trade unions makes
unlikely an immediate confrontation
with the armed might of the state.
Workers must demand that the BLP
carry out not only its own timid pro-
jected nationalizations, but alsothena-
tionalization of all bankrupted in-
dustries, without compensation. How-
ever, even widespread nationalizations
under the presend state bureaucracy

Harold
Wilson: V
Administering

capitalism for
the capitalists.

will not "rationalize"™ the economic
crisis in Britain or bring unemploy-
ment under control. Union militants
must organize to impose workers con-

trol of production in the nationalized

industries. The working class cannot
"wait out"™ the slump with Wilson or
Benn.

Rightists and the Military

Considering the depth of the Brit-
ish economic crisis the election cam-
paign is singularly lacking in heated
debate. However, ominous develop-
ments on the far right and in the
forces of bourgeois "law and order"
indicate that beneath the respectable
veneer violent social currents are
seething.

Police terror is on the increase.
Particularly victimized havebeenblack
Africans, youths and leftists, Recently
the police attacked a demonstration in
Red Lion Square after which the Home
Office asked for "improved State pow-
ers® (Red Weekly, 19 September).

Private armies of scabs are now
being created for the first time in
decades, One such "army" (called Civ-
il Assistance) was started by former
NATO chief General Sir Walter Walker,
The group is reported to claim 100,000
members (Workers Fress, 20 Septem-
ber). While such claims are wildly
exaggerated, thereis nodoubt that these

far right groups are increasinginsize.
These armies of strikebreakers are
also getting sympathy in "respectable™
quarters. The Economist (31 August),
for instance, wrote that "this country
may one day need a countervailing
force to trade union power."
Persistent rumors that the army
stationed in Northern Ireland refused
orders to break the Loyalist strike last
May have been confirmed by recent
disclosures. A letter by an active-duty
officer to the right-wing Tory "Monday
World" commented on the Ulster in-
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cident that "for the firsttime, the army
decided that it was right...and the
politicians had better toe the line."
The military, he went on, "has shown
a considerable distrust of Socialist
politicians™ and is talking of extending
Northern Ireland-style police opera-
tions to England itself. The army oc-
cupations of London's Heathrow Airport
(three so far this year) are cited as
examples (Manchester Guardian Week-
ly, 7 September).

The fascist National Front has also
been increasingly active, directing
most of its invidious propaganda to-
ward racist anti-Irish and anti-Asian
social attitudes. Since the summer
the fascists have tried to reach an
electoral agreement with the Ulster
Loyalists., They are reported to be in
close contact with the Loyalist para-
military organizations (Red Weekly, 1
August).

While a military coupisnotimmedi-
ately on the agenda for Britain, and
fascism does not imwmediately threaten
the workersorganizations, the increas-
ing activity of the far right does pose
real dangers for labor. The fascists
should be smashed by the mass mabil-
ization of the working class. This, how-
egver, is quite different from street
brawls between bands of leftists and
the police protecting fascist ma=etings,
as occurred in London this June. Such
adventurist substitution for the mass

action of the working class is both
imgpotent and dangerous.

No to the Social Contract!

Since the organizational muscle of
the trade unions was flexed during the
miners' strike last winter there has
been a discernible softening of opinion
within ruling class circles toward the
idea of a Labour government. Many want
to see a government which has, as the
London Sunday Times put it, "the good-
will of the trade unions.”

This "goodwill” is symnibolized by
Wilsotni's vaunted "saocial contract™ with
the unions, The social contractisnoth-
ing more than a promise to the bour-
geoisie that the Labour Party will con-
tain working-ciass struggle in order
to stabilize a teetering British econ-
omv. The loose understanding with
the Trades Union Congress (TUC)
amounts to voluntary wage restraints,
In exchange the Labour government was
supposed to extend its projected nation-
alizations. Bit after the government
issued its sundry position papers, it
was clear that the BLP was continu-
ing to move away from the program of
limited nationalizations it adopted at
last year's party conference (see "A
Left Face for Labourism,” WV No.
33, 23 November 1973).

The social contract has been the
mainstay of Wilson's election cam-
paign. He argues endlessly that the
BL.P's influence with the unions makes
him the only candidate who can "bring
Britain through the crisis.™ He prom-
ises the workers that only he cansave
their jobs, improve their living stan-
dards and save "British civilization.”
The Manchester Guardian appropri-
ately aubbed him the "Tarzan
of Britain."

The real "social contract" is, of
course, the classical one that exists
tacitly between the BLP/TUC tops and
the ‘companies. It is the social con-
tract of class collaboration, Workers
must not be fooled by Wilson's Tarzan
act—No to the social contract!

The published manifesto of the BLP
retreats from earlier statements on
the nationalization of banks and in-
surance companies, This only con-
firms the reformist Labour Party's
unwillingness to do anything which
would frighten the bourgeoisie. The
workers' needs cannot be served by
"regenerating” failing industry in the
interests of capitalism. All industry and
finance must be expropriated without
compensation in the interests of the
working class. The manifesto also re-
frains from a commitment to take
Britain out of the Common Market.
Instead the BLP pledges it will obey a
referendum to be held in a year.

No Coalitions!

The militant coal miners' strike
brought down the Tories (Conserva-
tives) in February and resulted in a
Labour government without a parlia-
mentary majority. It is not surpris-
ing, therefore, that in this current
election characterized by pleas for
strong leadership, national unity and
no divisive campaigning, there is much
talk of coalition,

iun isunderstandably
sssible results of
tation witha gov-~

popuiar support,

Bourgeois opin
worried about :
another str
ernment  1¢
Heath's b
February pr frightened away a
number of trad ial Tory voters into
the camp of Jeremy Thorpe's Liberal
Party. In the last election the Liberals
received nearly one fifth of the vote,
making them a serious political force

continued on page 11
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Steel Workers’ Convention:

Abel Flunkies Uphold

ATLANTIC CITY—The leadership of the
Steelworkers' union managed (not with-
out some difficulty) to ramitsprogram
of no-strike bargaining, more money
for officers and a membership dues
increase through the 17th Constitution-
al Convention, held here from Septem-
ber 23 to 27. The controversy that
raged around these points, however,
revealed a growing gulf betweenacom-
placent, self-satisfied leadership and
an increasingly restless and discon-
tented rank and file.

United Steelworkers of America
(USWA) President LW, Abel keynoted
the convention with a rabid and sweep-
ing attack on "outside meddlers trying
to horn in on this union.” At the end of
a boring and uninspired recitation, he
struck out at "interlopers" whom "no-
body elected™ trying to "invade" and
"take over" the union.

So blatantly did he attempt to smear
all opposition with the brush of ille-
gitimacy that his list of "outside"
groups included well-known bureau-
cratic caucuses composed of elected of-
ficials in the union (such as the Rank
and File Team of Local 1462). Raving
on about how "none has the sweat and
grime of honest labor on their brows,”
he suddenly shifted to the recognition
that "some of our members have been
duped into helping these outsiders.”
Abel thereby attempted to intimidate
all dissident delegates, of whom he
knew there would be many, into cowed
silence.

" This transparent, McCarthy-like
smear effort failed to shut up the op-
positional delegates. The response to
the 20-minute eulogy by which the
USWA president was introduced and to
the brass band before and after his
speech was also notably lacking in
enthusiasm.

More practical methods, deeply im~
bedded in the undemocratic tradition of
the Steelworkers' officialdom, were
needed to carry the day safely for Abel
and Co. Nearly 1,000 staff representa-
tives paid by the International were on
the floor, some using delegate creden-
tials of delegates who never arrived.
Their job was to push the leadership
position, lead the voice votes, etc. The
difficulty in obtaining a roll call vote,
which would put the delegates on rec-

RU and OL demonstrate outside convention: "Abel you slob, get a job!"
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Red Clause, ENA

ord, also played into Abel's hands.
There has never been a roll call vote
at a USWA convention despite many
floor fights over this! Abel also intro-
duced a new twist: he adamantly re-
fused, despite repeated demands from
the floor, to issue an agenda in ad-
vance to the body!

No-Strike Deal and Bureaucrats'
Pay Raise

The impression of smooth unanimity

which the leadershiptried tocreate was

first broken over discussion on the
"Experimental Negotiating Agree~
ment," a guaranteed no-strike bargain-
ing policy which had been extended to
1980 by negotiation before the conven-
tion opened. ENA was secretly signed
by Abel in 1973 and forced on the
Basic Steel bargaining council prior
to negotiation of the 1974 contract.

Despite a very defensive introduc-
tion of the subject in his speech, Abel
called for "loud and clear" affirmation
that ENA "did the job it was supposed
to do.™ Nevertheless, the issue was
buried in the officers’ report and a
resolution generally commending the
officers for everything.

Delegates objected to sneak en-
dorsement of ENA at both points, and
discussion revealed Abel's fears to be
true—the membership looks askance at
his signing away of the right to strike
for a measly $150 bonus and promises
of fewer layoffs due to pre-strike stock-
piling. Nobody defended ENA from the
floor. A Canadian delegate was criti-
cal of ENA in the U.S. and warned,
"Just don't bring it to Canada.”

Later in the week there was also
vociferous objection to the raising of
International officers' salaries—Abel
to $75,000—and to "readjusting” the
dues structure by removing the $10
upper limit which would effectively in-
crease dues for most members. The
salary increase deal included a raise
for the staff representativestoencour-
age them to enthusiastically support
their "boss" on the convention floor.

Of all the controversial issues, the
dues fight came closest to getting out
of hand. Delegates demanding a roll
call vote protested that support from
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30 percent of all accredited delegates,
as opposed to 30 percent of those
present and voting, was required. Abel
had to personally rescue Vice Presi-
dent Johns, who was chairing. The
officers "are not the enemies of our
members,” intoned Abel.

Storm Over Anti-Red Clause

The major surprise occured on the

third day when, in the middle of an ,

interminably long Constitution Com-
mittee report, the Committee officially
recommended deletion of specific ref-
erence to the Communist Party from
the union's sweeping anti-communist
membership clause. The Canadiandel-
egations had demanded removal of the
entire clause as a gesture of militancy
to their membership, whichisincreas-
ingly restive under the domination of
the conservative U.S. International.

The officially recommended change
was the leadership's bone tossed to
the Canadian delegates. The "change"
would have left the clause essentially
unchanged, still barring membership
to anyone who supports or even "par-
ticipates in the activities™ of any "or-
ganization which opposesthedemocrat-
ic principles to which the United States
and Canada and our Union are dedi-
cated.” The weakness of the proposal
was noted by Harry Greenwood of
Hamilton, Ontario, who correctly stated
that "the enemies of democracy in the
unions are not the communists but the
companies.,”

The Canadians got support from
delegates from the Tucson, Arizona
Local 937, the membership of which
had just overturned an International-
inspired effort to run an alleged CP
member out of the union. Revealing
its unprincipled opportunism, the exec
board of the same International had
just ordered the reinstatement to mem-
bership of open CP member John
Severinsky of Local 6200 in Canada.

The "compromise" anti-red clause
modification was revealed as a com-
plete hypocritical fraud when the bulk
of the U.S. delegates, staff reps in-
cluded, voted it down. The Internation-
al had clearly beenlessthanenthusias-
tic about urging its supporters on the
floor to vote for M"its"™ official pro-
posal. The original Canadian mandate
to dump the entire clause had thusbeen
sidetracked with a slick, face-saving
maneuver for Abel and Co.

Reformist Oppositions

As Abel was trying to smear the
reformist Rank and File Team (RAFT)
and the CP-supported National Steel-
workers Rank and File Committee
(NSRFC) as "outsiders” on the first
day, about 150 supporters of the Mao-
ist October League (OL) and Revolu-
tionary Union-Revolutionary Student
Brigade and a few of their friends in
the union had a demonstration outside.
Attempting to protest the ENA and the
"Consent Decree"—under which the
union and the companies have conspired
to legally chok: off struggle against
racial and sexual discrimination—the
Maoists succeeded primarily indemon-
strating how not to inspire the creation
of a class-struggle alternative in the
unions,

Chanting "Abel, Abel, slick as oil,
you'll get yours like Tony Boyle,” and
"Abel you slob, get a job," they suc-
ceeded only in provoking the largely
conservative delegate body precisely
on the question of "outsiders.”™ Such
infantile stunts are no substitute for
the hard fight to build a class-struggle
opposition to oust Abel and Co.

1.W. Abel

Creation of aclass-struggle opposi-
tion in steel is also made moredifficult
by reformist, bureaucratic oppositions
in the USWA. The RAFT careerists
based in Youngstown, looking for sup-
porters to spread their caucus nation-
wide, have accepted the support of-
fered by the OL-backed, newly created
District 31 Right to Strike Committee,
RAFT, however, was less eager than
the OL-supported elements to demon-
strate outside, and more eager to tone
down their opposition to more contro-
versial issues such as ENA in orderto
garner more support from whatever
quarter on the inside.

At its pre-convention meeting in
Atlantic City, the CP-backed National
Steelworkers Rank and File Committee
seemed ready to drop its entire pro-
gram if it could just unite around one
lowest-common-denominator issue.
Chairman George Edwards of Lorain,
Ohio, suggested the dues increase
issue, but even this proved impossible
as the meeting broke up in disarray.

No Government Interference
in the Unions!

All the oppositions are united in
their willingness to take the union to
court over anything and everything,
which plays into Abel's hands above
all else. When Abel denounces commun-

" ist groups as "outsiders," he is forced

to denounce legitimate members of the
labor movement. But when he is en-
abled to denounce the dissidents who
use "high-priced lawyers" to bring in
the government, he can unite the mem-
bership in the legitimate fear of the
real "outsiders"—the class enemy it-
self! This discredits the opposition
all the more. It was used to discredit
Rarick's Dues Protest Movement and
will be used against all oppositions
until a revolutionary leadership mobil-
izes the workers against court inter-
vention into the labor movement.

All the oppositions are united also
in their reformism. Despite a running
argument over the meaning of "critical
support,” both the OL and RU support
(one way or another) Ed Sadlowski, the
staff representative-oppositional can-
didate for District 31 (Chicago-Gary)
Director. Sadlowski, however, just can't
bring himself to clearly oppose
even the ENA! In backing Sadlowski
the Maoists are united with the CP-
backed caucus, despite a few hesitant
criticisms of Sadlowski in the Daily
World.

Maoists and CP alike hold up the
example of Miller of the Mine Workers
as the path for the Steelworkers to
follow to "progressive, democratic
unionism." They do not mention that
the UMW's "progressiveness” includes
support to the Democratic Party, the
crushing of wildcat strikes and the
"democracy” of using the anti-labor
Landrum-Griffin Act and Labor De-
partment intervention into the unions.
The reactionary bureaucracy—the
Abels, Woodcocks and Millers—-will
only be broken through the creation of
class-struggle caucuses based on a
program which includes principled op-
position to government intervention in
the labor movement.m



PAIGC, Frelimo Turn Right

Last month marked an end to more
than a decade of guerrilla warfare by
independence movements in two of
Portugal's African colonies. On Sep-
tember 10 then-President General
Spinola signed a proclamation recog-
nizing the independence of Guinea-
Bissau. Three days earlier at a meet-
ing in Lusaka, Portuguese Foreign
Minister Mario Soares and FRELIMO
(Mozambique Liberation Front) leader
Samora Machel signed a joint declara-
tion calling for Mozambican indepen-
dence in June 1975.

Still unclarified is the status of the
remaining Portuguese African "over-
seas territories.” In theory the
military-leftist Lisbon government,
such as it is, has recognized their
right to self-determination. But this
has not put a stop to schemes for main-~
taining some degree of neo-colonial
domination. A white-led regime "as-
sociated" with the former metropole
is rumored for the oil enclave of Ca-
binda while a "coalition government,”
presumably including representatives
of ultra-rightist colonialists, has been
promised in Angola. The fate of the
strategically important Cape Verdels-
lands is to be decided by a colonial
referendum.

Loss of the colonies would certainly
be a blow to Portuguese capitalism.
During the last decade, more than $100
million annually was extracted from its
African dependencies. Yet even full
political independence will not remove
new black-led states from the grips of
imperialism. Short on cashand anxious
to demonstrate their respectability, na-
tionalist leaders of FRELIMO and the
PAIGC (African Independence Party of
Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde) have
been eager to collaborate with Por-
tugal's new rulers.

Will the Petty Bourgeoisie
Commit Suicide?

None of the Portuguese colonies will
be a focal point of socialist revolution
in Africa. In Guinea-Bissau there is
evidently no real working class at all,
and the country is surrounded by peas-
ant regions where urban workers are
a tiny part of the population (in some
cases only one percent). The Mozam-
bican working class is small and con-
centrated in two port cities. It is es-
sentially an extension of proletarian
concentrations in the interior mining
areas (South Africa's Witwatersrand
and the Zaire-Zambia-Rhodesian Cop-
per Belt); its historical role will be as
an integral part of the South African
revolution.

The current relevance of develop-
ments in Portugal's African colonies
is due rather to the wide publicity in
leftist circles which has been given
to the politics of the nationalist guer-
rillas. The PAIGC has a reputation as
the most radical of the African inde-
pendence movements. Though its found-
er, Amilcar Cabral, proclaimed the
"yselessness of Marxism in a country
where there is no proletariat™ (Le
Monde, 8 February 1973), the PAIGC
was the only one of the "national liber-
ation™ groups to call itself socialist.

As we pointed outin arfearlier article
("Independence for Portuguese Colo-
nies!™ WV No. 46, 7 June), this verbal
"socialism™ does not change the class
character of a petty-bourgeois nation-
alist movement. The PAIGC isnomore
socialist than Nkrumah's Ghana, Tour-
é's Guinea or Nyerere's Tanzania—all
of which have a growing blackbourgeci-
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sie, have broken strikes and imposed
state control of the unions.

His nationalist vision confined to
the narrow limits of Portuguese Guinea,
Cabral despaired of finding a revolu-
tionary vanguard. "The peasantry is
not a revolutionary fofte,” he argued,
and the petty bourgeoisie has system-
atically betrayed the exploited masses
in Ghana and elsewhere, His answer:
"the revolutionary petty bourgeoisie
must be capable of committing class
suicide in order to reappear as revo-
lutionary workers totally identified with
the deepest aspirations of the people
of which it is a part" (Amilcar Cabral,
Revolution in Guinea). But classes do
not commit suicide.

Bourgeois Nationalism

Pan Africanists and "third world"-
oriented New Leftists have madeahero
of Cabral, lauding his bizarre theories
as a "creative application of Marxism"
and claiming that he alone drew the
lessons of the Ghanaian fiasco. It may
be useful to distinguish between the
relatively serious nationalist Cabral
and self-aggrandizing hucksters like
Nkrumah. But had he lived to take
power in Guinea~Bissau, Cabral would
have seen his ideas serve as a cover
for a rising new bourgeoisie, This has
been the destiny of all varieties of
"African socialism.”

It was, in fact, impossible for the
nationalist PAIGC to adopt proletarian
internationalist policies. This would
have meant defending the leaders of
the Guinean teachers’ union, clapped in
jail for 10 years at Touré's orders for
daring to strike in 1961. It would have
meant solidarizing with the Senegalese
PAI (African Independence Party), a
Stalinist-influenced left-nationalist
party similar to the PAIGC, outlawed
by Senghor in 1960. It would have
meant striving for Africanunity through
working-class struggle against all the
existing governments whether European
colonies, white supremacist regimes
like South Africa, feudalists like Ethio-
pia's Haile Selassie, or bourgeois "Af-
rican socialists.”

But Cabral instead gave political
support to Touré, Senghor and Selassie.
Although Senghor had previously aided
a CIA-backed group of anti-PAIGC
Guineans {the phantom "FLING"),
Cabral spoke at the 1973 congress of
Senghor's party, the UPS—a cabal of
peanut traders, Muslim marabouts
(religious leaders) and government bu-
reaucrats. As for Ethiopia's recently
deposed "King of Kings," Cabral
praised "his splendid work of the liber-
ation and preservation of the independ-
ence of his people"™ (speech to the
Eighth Conference of African Heads of
State, 1970)!

Good-Bye to "Socialism” in
Guinea-Bissau

The betrayals implicit in Cabral's
theories and incipient in PAIGC prac-
tice have taken on more concrete forms
as independence approached. The first
step was a series of revisions to the
party program. The original document
mentioned "democratic socialism" as
the governing principle of economic
activity and called for eliminating
"subordination of the human individual
to degrading interests, to the profits
of individuals, groups or classes™ (Rev-
olution in Guinea).

The PAIGC radio station recently
broadcast a new text in which these

passages are removed. The revised
version calls only for "elimination of
unjust profits™; instead of "democratic
socialism," economic activity isnowto
be guided by "democratic centralism”
(see Intevcontinental Press, 22 July).

The meaning of this "democratic
centralism” is indicated in the new
Constitution of the Republic of Guinea-
Bissau. According to Article 6,

"the P.A.L.G.C. will be the leading
force in society. It will determine the
orientation of state policies and will
guarantee their concretization by the
appropriate methods,”
—0 SeculoiLisbonl,
24 September

Guinea-Bissau Wins
Independence

S
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BRUNA AMICO

In this Nkrumah-inspired "party-
state,” "The Party will be responsible
for the selection of candidates™ to the
National Popular Assembly (Article 27).
Article 15 guarantees "the right of all
citizens to make suggestions or submit
complaints to any organ of the state.”
But two separate sections of the new
party program "outlaw|[s] attempts to
divide the people.” Any deputy who
"has seriously failed inhisduties” may
be removed.

The economic content of Guinean
independence was expressed by a local
PAIGC official and professicnal smug-
gler who was quoted in the New York

continued on page 9
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For United Class Struggle in Ulster!

Against Sectarian Terror, Both
Orange and Green

On the morning of September 16 the
Belfast branch of the Irish Republican
Army (Provisionals) assassinated two
North Ireland judges. A subsequent
statement by the Provos asserted:
"Both men were warned time and again
that they were part of the British war
machine, and as such were liable to
suffer the consequences™ (Manchester
Guardian Weekly, 21 September).

Certainly the Ulster judicial system
is an arm of the British imperialist
state apparatus, which is particularly
repressive toward the oppressed Cath-
olic minority in North Ireland. But this
action—in itself a possibly defensible,
although futile, act of resistance toop-
pression—is part of a sectarian terror
campaign of indiscriminate violence
against Protestant working people.

According tothe Sunday Times (Lon-
don), Conaghan, a devout Catholic, in
1969 made what in the context of Ulster
"justice" was a rather exceptional set-
tlement, awarding damages to three
men injured by a police baton attack at
a civil rights demonstration. After the
introduction of internment (jailing with-
out charges or trial) in August 1971,
Conaghan awarded damages to 16 men
who claimed they were assaulted by the
British Army and Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary during their imprisonment.
But whatever his concessions to the
moderate Catholics' sensibilities, he
was also "widely known for his severe
sentencing” of IRA militants in the
special anti-terrorist juryless courts
(New York Times, 17 September).

" The killing of McBirney, however,
raises some question about the Provos'

motivation. Although part of the state .

apparatus, magistrate McBirney nev-
er dealt with any but the most routine
and minor matters such as traffic of-
fenses, petty theft and issuing liquor
licenses. McBirney had broken with a
Protestant backround tobecomea mod-

erate labourite. In the 1960's he joined
the North Ireland Labour Party and
in 1966 ran for and almost wonthe East
Belfast seat in the U.K. parliament.
After criminal charges were brought
against participants in the 1968 civil
rights marches, McBirney offered his
legal services free to defend these
Catholic civil rights militants. He also
defended many Republican leaders.

The assassinations were timed to
coincide with the arrival in Ulster of a
committee of the British Labour gov-~
ernment investigating the Emergency
Provisions Act which established in-
ternment and the special courts. It was
expected that this committee would rec~
ommend a phasing-out of internment as
an expression of sentiment in the Brit-
ish ruling class to cut the Ulster "tie,"
currently costing England more than
$700 million a year. The London Times
(22 September) quotes a member of Sinn
Fein, the political arm of the IRA, as
saying: "This may sound cynical, but
some Provos think that if ‘internment
and the special courts are ended, then
two of their best political levers will
have disappeared.”

While the Provos claim to have
chosen these two victims because they
were "part of the British war mach-
ine," the bulk of Provo terror hasbeen
directed against Protestant workers
and is designed to feed on and inflame
intercommunal strife. These recent as-
sassinations were part of a campaign
of deliberate terror carried out by
the Provos and extremist Protestant
groups alike, whose targets have often
been pubs, shopping areas and work-
places where Protestant and Catholic
workers intermingle, socialize and
carry on common class struggle. The
Provos have torn a page out of the his-
tory of another nationalist group
spawned by the decomposition of Brit-
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ish imperialism, the extreme right-
wing Zionist Irgun, which often selected
as its targets workplaces (such as the
Haifa oil refinery and docks) which had
militant traditions of joint Arab-Jewish
class struggle.

The opposite perspective, of Prot-
estant-Catholic working-class unity,
was indicated in an unusual incident
last month when Republicans and
Loyalists cooperated in a massdemon-
stration that brought Belfasttoa stand-
still. The issue around which such
united action was achieved, for the first
time in 40 years, was the food and
conditions grievances of the prisoners
in Long Kesh concentration camp. As
a Republicanspokesman said: "...the
working-class people of both the Prot-
estant and Catholic areas can, whenthe

necessity arises, pool their resources
to get justice" (Irish People, 21
September). Such necessity arose long
ago. Were such rhetoric and action to
become the rule in Ulster, rather than
the exeption, the road to proletarian
revolution would break through the mire
of retrograde sectarian violence.

Revolutionists in Britain must fight
for the immediate and total withdrawal
of British troopsfrom Ulster and an end
to the Emergency Provisions Act. They
must defend IRA and other Republican
militants against victimization and in-
discriminate arrest. At the same time
they must expose the Provos' vio-
lence against these two judges as fu-
tile. Moreover, to the Provos it is of a

‘piece with the truly criminal bombings

of, e.g., Protestant workingmen's pubs.
Marxists oppose the sectarian extrem-
ists' campaign of indiscriminate mass
terror as simply indefensible.

This counterposition exposes the hy-
pocrisy of groups like the International
Marxist Group (IMG), British section
of the fake-Trotskyist "United Secre-
tariat,” who equate the struggle against-
British martial law in Ulster with un-
critical enthusing over Provo terror-
ism. Oppositionists within the United
Secretariat—particularly those repel-
led by the crass reformism of the SWP
and attracted to the IMG as the most
"healthy" and "left-wing" element in the
USec Pabloist swamp—must judge the
IMG not only on the basis of its often
correct attacks on the SWP, butalsoon
the basis of its political record in the
British class struggle, specifically its
liquidationist, anti-Leninist orientation
on the Irish question. The revolutionary
unity of Protestant and Catholic work-
ers in Ulster canonly be forged through
implacable opposition to the sectarian
terror of both the Orange and the
Green. m

UAW Local 600:
Labor Party Resolution Censored

As occurs regularly every two
years, top union leaders from George
Meany to Leonard Woodcock are once
again calling on labor to vote Demo-
cratic in November, for a "veto-proof
Congress." But with prices sky-
rocketing, unemployment mounting and
the stench of corruption still seeping
from the Nixon-Ford White House,
many workers arefed up with all brands
of bourgeois politicians. An indication
of this growing sentiment was a resolu-
tion passed in late August by theDear-
born Assembly Plant (DAP) unit of
United Auto Workers huge Local 600
(Ford River Rouge) calling for a labor
party and a definitive break with both
capitalist parties:

"That DAP go on record in favor of the
formation of a labor party based onthe
trade unions, to wage a political fight
against our enemies, the big business-
controlled parties and government. We
reject the lesser of two evils dead-end
of Meany, Woodcock and Fitzsimmons,
and therefore call for no political en-
dorsement or financial support of any
Democratic or Republican politicians.”

The motion, which reportedly passed
by a vote of 22 to 14, should have been
printed in the unit bulletin and distrib-
uted tothe membership. However, since
it represented a challenge tothe class-
collaborationist policies of the entire
trade-unionbureaucracy, the resolution
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underwent a strange transformation
on the way to publication.

A laundered version was printed un-
der a heading labeling it an official
communication from Hank Wilson,
president of the DAP unit in Local 600.
The revised edition, passed off as the
resolution actually voted by the unit
meeting, conveniently omitted criti-
cism of Woodcock, "forgot” to mention
big business-controlled government
and tacked on an escape clause opening
the door to backing liberal Democrats:
"no political endorsement of any Dem-
ocratic or Republican politicians, ex-
cept those candidates who commit
themselves to the labor paviy plat-
Form" (our emphasis).

This censorship by higher-ups in
the union was reported in a leaflet
to the membership from six militants
who had supported the original mo-
tion. They complained that the re-
write job "completely reverses the

essential content of the motion: the

need for a complete break with the two
big business parties.” They insisted
that Wilson's bulletin not be passed
out, to which he agreed. The militants’
leaflet put this episode in the context
of past efforts togetthe uniontoinitiate
a movement for a labor party:

"When in the past the UAW—in locuals

and in national convention—has called

for a labor party, the leadership has

always thwarted that desire by finding
'exceptions' or saying 'now is not the
time.' But we have heard too many
promises; for years we have been told
that the Democratic party is for the
working people and racial equality,
only to find it passing wage freezes,
ushering the racist George Wallace
back into the fold, and supporting Jerry
Ford when Nixon gottoo embarrassing.
And the labor 'leaders' have covered
for these cynical maneuvers. The
changing of our original motion is one
more 'cover up.' We need a party of
the workers to fight for the interests
and needs of all the oppressed and
exploited.”

In an interview with Workers Van-
guard, Wilson took full responsibilty
for the changes. Claiming to be re-
sponsible for the motion's passage, he
defended the alterations because of
differences with the author of the reso-
lution, Jerry Harris! The DAP unit
president claims to "really"™ want to
build a labor party; he just disagrees
with the "methods" proposed in the or-
iginal motion (which he voted for).

According to Wilson, opposition to
the wage-freezing, anti-labor, racist
government could only mean a labor
party would be "communist."” His ver-
sion would be a labor partythatdoesn't
"turn anybody off." Wilson supports
Democrat John Conyers (is he com-~
mitted to a "labor party platform"?)

and feels that Ted Kennedy could be in-
duced to support a labor party. This
would "give us the grass roots support
we need"!

The capitalist politicians Wilson is
chasing after cannot build a labor party,
for such a party must be built through
uncompromising struggle against the
bourgeois parties. Thisdifference over
"methods" is just a way of backing off
from a real fight to implement the
resolution. Likewise, at the June UAW
convention in Los Angeles Wilson called
for a labor party, only to end up voting
for Woodcock—the pro-Democratic,
anti-labor party architect of betrayal—
for UAW president.

Although Wilson takes responsibility
for the censorship incident, bigger fish
in the Local 600 hierarchy are behind
this. The pro-capitalist labor bureauc-
racy stands squarely in the path of any
effort to build an independent party of
the working class in the U.S.—the only
advanced capitalist country without a
mass workers party. The strugglefora
workers party and a workers govern-
ment is not simply against support to
Democratic and Republican "friends of
labor."™ To be successful it requires a
struggle to dump the sellout union
bureaucracy, replacing it with a new
leadership committed to policies of
consistent class struggle. m



Continued from page 1

Portugal.. .

Lisbon to keep reactionaries out of the
city. Cars were searched for armsand
some were reportedly found. Buses
scheduled to bring demonstratorstothe
rally were stopped when the bus
drivers' union called out its members.
Now rumors circulate of both a
brewing right-wing coupto restore Spi-
nola and a plot to assassinate govern-
ment leaders. Over 200 known support-
ers of the old regime were recently
arrested on the charge of attempting to
resurrect a rightist dictatorship.

Down with the Military Junta!
For a Workers Soviet!

Portugal stands at the crossroads
between proletarian revolution and
bloody suppression of the masses. Vac-
illation now can only aid the counter-
revolutionaries.

Despite the best efforts by the Stal-
inist CP to betray the masses, the Por-
tuguese working class is now inanex-
traordinarily favorable position. The
reactionaries have overplayed their
hand, temporarily removing them-
selves from the governmental triangle
(Junta of National Salvation, Armed
Forces Movement, Provisional Gov-
ernment), Instead of constituting a
renovated junta (as the MFA and CP
seek to do), it is necessary to press
forward resolutely. Otherwise the for-
ces of Salazarist dictatorship will be
able to regroup and prepare their re-
turn which, sooner or later, could mean
a massacre of the workersontheorder
of last year's Chilean bloodbath.

The heterogeneous Armed Forces
Movement cannot be relied on to pre-
vent a coup, nor will sporadic leftist
mobilizations such as on September 28
stop a determined rightist thrust. It is
urgent now to establish united-front
defense guards based on the unions and
workers parties, tobuild soldiers’ com-
‘mittees in the armed forces. Rather
than gambling on the outcome of behind-
the-scenes maneuvering in the Belém
Palace, it is necessary to mobilize
the workers in united demonstrations
demanding freedom of the press, the
right to strike, immediate independence
for the colonies and withdrawal of
Portuguese troops from Africa, aboli-
tion of the officer corps and the junta,
immediate elections for a constituent
assembly.

Only by uniting workers' defense
guards, soldiers' committees, unions
and factory committees along with the
workers parties in a unitary organiza-
tion of the working class, a soviet, can
the exploited masses hope to achieve
victory. Above all, success requires
not merely adequate organizational
forms and clear objectives but the con-
struction of a revolutionary Trotskyist
party which can provide the necessary
leadership to the class. Unfortunately
this party does not exist in Portugal
today.

Armed Forces Movement
Stymies Junta

The recent confrontation was pre-
pared by a series of disputes between
the junta and the MFA. The younger
officers complained that Spinola was too
slow in pulling troops out of Portugal's
African colonies. Spinola, who sought
all along to establish an "autonomous”
federation of "overseas provinces" un-
der the Portuguese flag, charged that
colonial policy had been changed by
"antidemocratic measures that went
against the real interests of the popu-
lation of the African territories.”

Then last July the 2l-member,
MFA-~dominated Council of State re-
fused to grant the premier the right
to name his cabinet. Spinola's plan for
a plebiscitary election confirming him
as president was also rejected. At the
end of August the conservatives tried
to regain the upper hand by circulating
a manifesto demanding abolition of the
Armed Forces Coordinating Commis-
sion in which the "leftist" officers
predominate,

Despite Spinola's charges that the

younger officers have become "crypto-
communists,” the younger officers (like
their Communist Party backers) are
unwilling to go beyond the limits of
capitalism. Although the MFA and CP
are now dominant within the govern-
ment, they will no more be able todeal
with Portugal's economic ills—30 per-
cent inflation (the highest in Europe),
rising unemployment aggravated by the
return of colonials and Portuguese
working abroad, loss of revenues
through decolonization—than were the
two post-April 25 governments before
them.

The Stalinists, for their part, are
banking everything on an alliance with
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the "progressive" officers. To the CP
freedom of the press, the right to strike
and independence for the colonies all
must be sacrificed on the altar of unity
with the MFA:
"The Provisional Government is not a
Popular Government. But in essence
it serves the people....despite certain
decisions which objectively constitute
concessions to the presence of the
right, the fundamental general line of
the Provisional Government is demo~
cratic and progressive.”
—Avante!l, 6 September 1974

And, of course, the CP helps the gov-
ernment "serve the people™ by acting
as chief strikebreaker: Thisdespicable
performance reached a nadir in the
postal workers' strike in June, where
the CP tried to take over the facilities
by organizing goon squads to attackthe
strikers (see "Portuguese Postal Strike
Defeated," WV No. 48, 5 July 1974).

Opposition to Dictatorial
Decrees Mounts

The recent surge of activity has not
been confined to conspiracies in the
government palaces. After ashortper-
iod of relative quiescence, working-
class actions have increased over past
weeks. In early August threebourgeois
newspapers were suspended for merely
reporting ademonstration by the Maoist
MRPP (Movement for the Reorganiza-
tion of the Proletarian Party). Faced
with threats of a strike by the entire
news media, the government backed
down. A few days later however, the
junta indefinitely suspended the MRPP
newspaper, Luta Popular, thereby vio-

lating its own decree of June 20 (limit-
ing press suspensions to 60 days).

Strict decrees regulating the right to
strike were also issued in August. Out-
lawed are political strikes, strikes of
solidarity, strikes that seektoupsetthe
terms of a collective bargaining agree-
ment, strikes by public employees,
partial strikes in key sections of a
plant and plant occupations. No strike
can be called until after at least thirty
days of negotiations and seven days'
notice to the employer. On the other
hand, an employer may lock out his
employees as long as he gives them
seven days' notice.

These stringent prohibitions have
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not prevented workers from walking off
their jobs. At the end of August strik-
ing workers at TAP (Portugal's air-
line) demanded the removal not just of
former agents of the political police
(PIDE) but also of "individuals who
have taken anti-working-class posi-
tions, like the loyal dogs serving capi-
talism that they are"™ (Revolugdo, 7
September). -

The TAP strike alsoincluded among
its demands higher wages and shorter
hours, a freeze on the wages of admini-
strators and punishment for those re-
sponsible for disciplinary layoffs. It
ended only when the military declared
martial law against the strikers. Mili-
tant strikes have also taken place re-
cently by employees of O Jornal do
Comércio, 6,000 farm workers in the
South, textile workers and others.

"Democracy for the Workers,
Repression for the
Reactionaries”

On September 7 textile workers,
joined by TAP workers, construction

workers and others, organized a dem-

onstration of 3,000 in Lisbon centering
around demands against layoffs and
factory closings. A declaration ex-
plaining the reasons for thedemonstra-
tion stated:

"The Movement of the Armed Forces,
by staging April 25, did not put an
end to capitalism, nor put an end to
the exploitation of which we are victims.
April 25th came...to create better
conditions for our struggle....In the
last few months we have gained some
victories, namely increases which have
made our wages a little less miserable.

But the boss doesn't want to give up a
situation which enriches him easily
and rapidly; he doesn't want to give up
his enormous . profits obtained at the
cost of our work and our misery...."
—O Seculo, 9 September

On the previous day thousands of public
functionaries had demonstrated in Lis-
bon for higher .salaries and against
"increases that benefit the privileged.”

A high point came on September 12
when 7,000 workers marched out of the
L1snave naval shipyard in Almeda, past
lines of troops stationed outside the
plant to prevent their demonstration,
and into the streets of Lisbon. A com~-
munication of the Lisnave workers,
whose demonstration centered around
the demand to "expunge all manifesta-
tions of fascism,"” stated: "We are not
with the government when it promul-
gates anti-working-class laws, re-
stricting the struggle of the workers
against capitalist exploitation" (Revo-
lugdo, 21 September 1974). Among the
approved list of demands were: "Death
to PIDE—Death to Fascism~Down with
Capitalism,”™ "Right to Strike, Yes—
Lockout, No" and "Democracy for the
Workers—Repression for the
Reactionaries."

The march was carefully planned
and held only after repeated unsuc-
cessful attempts to obtain official ac-
tion against Salazarist elements in the
company. (It was over this issue that
Lisnave workers struck the shipyards
in May.) The CP openly opposed plans
for a march, but when a vote was taken
by 6,000 workers shortly before the
demonstration was to begin, only 25
opposed it. The Stalinists had previous-
ly been the strongest political group at
Lisnave.

A tense moment came as the columns
prepared to leave the yard. Three
companies of special commandos, par-
achutists and military police had sur-
rounded the entrance on government
orders to prevent a demonstration. But
when the workers began chanting "sol-
diers are the sons of the people™ anum-
ber of riflemen broke down. The com-
mander finally let the demonstrators
pass rather than risk a confrontation.

The Key: Revolutionary
Leadership

As the working class is becoming
more politically educated, more dis-
illusioned in the provisional govern-
ment and the Communist Party, the
groups to the left of the CP continue
to tail behind the workers. While they
may raise slogans for the expropria-
tion of industry, for workers control
of the monopolies and other demands
which go beyond simple democratic
rights, they abandon these slogans in
the course of the actual workers' bat-
tles in favor of "support" to trade-
union struggles.

The worst example of this tailism
is provided by the workerists of the
Proletarian Revolutionary Party (PRP)
who continue to insist that the organi-
zation of the workers must take place
independently of political parties. The
tasks of a revolutionary Trotskyistvan-
guard party would be exactly the op-
posite—to actively intervene in the
workers' struggles with a program of
transitional demands which would lead
the workers to victory. o

Such aprogram would include calhng
for immediate electionstoa constituent
assembly, immediate and total inde-
pendence for Portuguese colonies and
withdrawal of colonialist troops, mili-
tary victory to the MPLA, for the con-
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struction of a Leninist vanguard party
in Southern Africa. Also, trial of
criminals of the Salazarist regime by
democratically elected people’s tri-
bunals, full freedom of the press, full
right to strike and trade-unionassocia~
tion, a sliding scale of wages and hours,
equal pay for equal work, militant de-
{fengse of the picket lines, expropria-
tion of the momopolies and banks, work-
ers control of industry, formation of
demoeratically elected factory com-
mittees joined in a unitary organi-
zation of the working class, a workers
government.

The urgent task of the hour, which
concretizes the Transitional Program
at this crucial moment in anescalating
pre-revolutionary situation, is the call
for united working-class self-defense.
This would include local and factory
defense groups, the seeds of a workers
militia, and must be combined with the
building of soldiers' committees in the
army. It must also include the forma-
tion of workers soviets, unitaryorgani-
zations repregenting the working mass-
es and the embryo of a future workers
state. The choice before Portuguese
workKers at this moment is to take
steps forward or face

decisive
annthilation.

All workers parties, trade unions
and other working-class organizations
must join together to defend what few
gains have been made since April 25
and to prevent a full-scale onslaught of
frenzied capitalist reaction. The sec-
tarianism of those like the Maoists
of the MRPP, who refuse to collaborate
with any other group eveninthedefense
of their own victimized militants, is a
criminal policy which will only serveto
further atomize and isolate the be-
leaguered Portuguese working class.
The demand that the reformist CP and
Socialist Party join such aunited-front
workers defense could he decisive in
exposing the true appetites of these
class-collaborationist betrayers and
in winning large portions of their ranks
and followers to the side of genuine
working-class struggle.

The Portuguese proletariat is facing
a moment of decision. If proper leader-
ship develops in time, the Portuguese
working class stands ready to surge
forward and overthrow its oppressors.
But if revolutionary leadership, i.e.,
a Trotskyistparty crystallized from the
most advanced elements of the osten-
sible left and workers organizations,
cannot be constructed in time, the
Portuguese experience will simply be
one more page in the history book of
Stalinist betrayals. =
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Trbops of the P.A.I.G..

Continued from page 6
Guinea-Bissau ...

Times (4 Septemiber): "Now thatweare
went our businesses will be run
s0 that Africans can make bank loans,
use credit and deal with importers and
exporters.” According to another Times
report {9 September), "Although the
white small-business men want to leave,
large businesses controlled by whites
plan to stay. These include the coun-
try's largest commercial enterprise,
the Uniao Fabril Company [CUF}, a
giant Portuguese international con-
cern...." So far, PAIGC officials have
made no statement about the monopoly's
future, but it is noteworthy that the
constitution does not speak of nation-
alizing foreign firms. If CUF stays,
economic independence for Guinea will
be entirely fictional.

FRELIMO Postpones
Independence

With the new rulers of Guinea-
Bissau proclaiming their willingnessto
work withthe refurbished "democratic”
representatives of Portuguese colo-
nialism, the leaders of FRELIMO have
gone a step farther. Although the Por-
tuguese army was already in open rout
in northern Mozambique, the nation-
alists agreed to push the date of inde-
pendence back to 25 June 1975.

During the interim period "law and
order™ will be maintained by a joint
FRELIMO-Portuguese government in
which the prime minister and two
thirds of the seats go to the Africans.
Defense and foreign affairs, however,
will be controlled by whoever holds
power in Lisbon. A police corps will
be setup by the transitional government,
but in the meantime the Portuguese
High Commissioner will control the
colonial cops. Moreover, according
to Article 10 of the Lusaka agreement:

"In case of serious disturbances of
public order, requiring the intervention
of the armed forces, command and
coordination will be assumed by the
High Commissioner, assisted by the
prime minister, who will have direct
charge of the armed forces of-the
Mozambique Liberation Front."

—0 Seculo, 10 September

Exemplified in Portuguese control
of FRELIMO armed forces, the orien-
tation of the new government is clearly
one of maintaining a stable colonialist
regime. While dock workers' strikes
have rocked LourencoMargues several
times since April 25, FRELIMO leader
Samora Machel's message (read at the
installation of the transitional govern-
ment) announced, "In this situation and
phase in the life of our country, strikes
have no place.... The order now is
work and sacrifice™ (New York Times,
21 September).

Build a Trotskyist Party!

Communists are resolute opponents
of all forms of colonialism. We call
for immediate independence for Portu-
guese colonies, for immediate with-
drawal of all colonialist troops. We
call for military victory for the MPLA
(Popular Movement for the Liberation
of Angola) and called also for victory
1 to the PAIGC and FRELIMO against
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the Portuguese forces. But at the same
time we warned:

"Once in power the petty~bourgeois
nationalists of MPLA, FRELIMO and
PAIGC will behave no differently than
their predecessors and mentors in
Conakry, Lusaka and Dar es-Salaam.
They will not hesitate to smash the
unions, jail Marxist revolutionaries and
fatten their purses with the spoils of
the bureaucracy. Only througha relent~

less fight to create Trotskyist parties

committed to the proletarian program
of permanent revolution can this be
reversed,”

—WV No. 46, 7 June

Quite a different perspective is of-
fered by the revisionist fake Trotsky-
ists of the "United Secretariat” led by
Ernest Mandel. The current issue of
the USec publication Inprecor (19 Sep-
tember) calls for "Full Support to the
PAIGC, MPLA and FRELIMO!™ Mandel
and Co. have recently taken a more
critical attitude toward these left-
nationalist formations, noting their "in-
sufficiencies of analysis,” "uneven
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practices™ and "multiclass concep-
tions,” while also remarking that
"many other elements will come into
play in the future,” and concluding on
a note of Marxist "clarity™ (?): "In the
final analysis, then, the MPLA, the
PAIGC, and FRELIMO constitute spec-
ificities in the history of the African
revolution™ {(Inprecor, 4 July). Yes,
indeed!

Behind the Maitanesgue mumbo-
jumb0o of this pseudo=-analysis, the
USec position is apparently that the
independence movements are basically
healthy revolutionaries who haven't
yet "got it together"™ theoretically.
But, "in general the dynamics set in
motion by the specific features of Por-
tuguese colonialism and by the years of
struggle have incontestably separated
this revolutionary nationalism from the
swamp of rightism and reformism”
{Inprecor, 20 June).

This is just the sophisticated cover.
A good example of the real USec posi-
tion is the fcllowing gem f{from its
Canadian sympathizing organization,
the Revolutionary Marxist Group:

"FRELIMO's statements and press,

while still resisting public calls (like

those of Cabral) for socialisttransfor-
maticn, have definitely transcended the
earlier and more restricted emphasis
on the nationalist struggle. But the
dynamic of FRELIMO's iucreasingly
progressive practice is now tending
strongly towards a fusion of revolu-
tionary nationalism and socialism.”
—0ld Mole, September 1973

Cabral's open calls for "socialist
transformation™ have nowbeen stricken
from the PAIGC program, and
FRELIMO's "increasingly progressive
practice” turns out tobe banning strikes
and maintaining colonial law and order
under Portuguese command! Once again
the Pabloist belief that the "underlying
dynamic" makes unnecessary the
struggle for a proletarian leadership
leads the revisionists to apologize for
the current crop of bourgeois nation-
alist regimes. Pablo's paeans to the
revolutionary virtues of the Algerian
nationalists are repeated. Perhaps,
again like Pablo, Mandel will soon be
winging his way to Bissau or Lourenco
Marques to advise these "unconscious
Marxists™ who have "incontestably sep~
arated...from the swamp of rightism
and reformism"™ on how best to control
the rebellious workers and peasants.m’

FREZLIMO organizes fraternization of the troops.



Continued from page 1

Ford /Rockefeller...

of money capital into the hands of afew
Arab sheiks and colonels. This caused
severe monetary dislocations, placing
whole countries such as Italy on the
dole, while setting the stage for a
possible series of collapses in the
world's major financial institutions.

The $80billion of monetary reserves
which has accumulated in the hands of
the rulers of oil-producing countries
creates substantial deficits for oil-
consuming nations. Moreover, years of
subsidizing U.S. balance-of-payments
deficits have combined with the oil cri-
sis deficits to put much of Europeindire
financial straits. Anticipating a series
of bankruptcies in their majorfinancial
institutions, Comman Market countries
have beenpushing schemesto "recycle”
som2 of the petro-dollars their way.
The U.S,, which has received many
of these dollars, is noticeably stand-
offish to such proposals.

Ford's response to the economic
crisis ranges from homesy slapstick
to old-styie sabre-rattiing., The new
"middle America” chief executive first
suggested that families fight inflation
by exchanging lists of helpful hints
on how toconserve energy. He has since
taken to reading these productions
on television.

In a later spegch undoubted
ghosted by the heavy hand of Henrs
Kissinger, Ford ranted about dictatorial
abuses of "sovereign nations™ and the
threatening "breakdown of world order!
The clear 1n‘;jhuafm. was that the U,S,
would do the "preaking down.™ Soon
after, Defecnse Secretary bchiesmrfer
was  baulel be ore the TV
to assuve the public that
invasion of lIrax
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Starvation will continuetoprevailas

the bourgecis "sclution™ to decreased
food production in the underdeveloped
nations, while in the more advanced
capitalist countries constricted mar-
kets will drive food prices ever higher.

Domestically the Ford/Rockefeller
administration is opting for an "easy-
money" policy combined with social-
service cutbacks and wage restraints,
(The more austere course of a defla-
tionary program would immediately
threaten the economy with a string of
bankruptcies.) Thus in the past few
weeks the Federal Reserve System has
taken steps to "free-up" almost $1.4
billion worth of credit for these profit-
hungry robbers. These easy~-money
shenanigans are far from sufficient to
satisfy Wall Street and stave off eco-
nomic slump. However, they defi-
nitely add to the forces driving up
inflation.

Another key element in the Ford
scenario is wage controls. While the
bourgeois press was filled with cate-
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gorical denials that Ford would coun-
tenance state controls after the ex-
perience of Nixon's disastrous "Phase
I4," Wovkers Vanguard predicted (see
"New Wage Controls Threaten," WV
No. 52, 13 September) that the govern-
ment would resort to wage controls as
workers' strike militancy died down.
Ford's proposed delay of Federal pay
raises, recently rejected by the Senate,
was but the first move inthisdirection.
Business interests seem recently to
have seen the handwriting on the wall.
Economic consultants for America's
leading financial and industrial insti-
tutions are recommending price in-

creases to their clients in order to
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laber, aueq“me téStxiEUl} fo thv coni-
passion of the "even-handed™ president.
Heaping insult upon injury Ford then
proceeded to plead with Congress for
increased support to Vietnam's butcher
Thieu.

The new commander-in-chieftopped
off his right-wing course by uncondi-
tionally supporting the policies of Kis~
singer in Chile, adding a bland asser-
tion that the U.S. has the right to
overturn any government it pleases,
Ford's cover for this standard operat-
ing procedure of imperialism was his
claim that the U,S. had funded poor,
persecuted anti-Allende "opposition™
parties and newspapers out of a com-
mitment to "democracy." This hypoc-
risy is of a piece with the tale that the
Bay of Pigs invasion was a spontaneous
uprising of the Cuban masses.

In actual fact, Mr, Kissinger's cur-
rent unpopularity in the eyes of the
likes of the New York Times has nothing
to do with the role he played in over-
throwing the Allende government. Such

dealings are the norm for U.S. foreign
policy. The coup was supported by U.S.
liberals, including the Times. Mr. Kis-
singer is, however, one of the few
remaining advocates of détente, a policy
viewed withincreasingdisfavorinlead-
ing bourgeois circles.

The nomination of Rockefeller as
vice president is an additional proof of
the reactionary character of the Ford
regime, Ostensibly a "Republican lib-
eral,” the butcher of Attica is anti-
détente, pro-budget cuts and as richas
they come in bourgeois politics. During
the past few weeks Rocky has alter-
nately "guessed" that his wealth was
either $32 million, $66 million or $218
million (the current figure). Yetin 1958
the holdings of the "Rockefeller group”
were estimated to be $61 billion, an
amount which has surely grown past
the $100 billion mark today!

Mr. Rockefeller could not, however,
keep his bloody role in the 1971 mas-
sacre of 35 inmates at New York's
Attica State Prison outof his confirma-
tion hearings., Angela Davis, testifying
at the Senate hearings, made an ironic
comparison between Rockefeller's de-
fense of the Attica massacre with his
description of Ford's pardon of Nixon
as "an act of conscience, compassion
and courage.” This blatant hypocrisy
marks all bourgeocis morality and "jus-
tice,” a factDavis neglected to mention.

The Liberals Have it

Watergate plus Ford's rightward
course seem to have given a bhoost to
"anti-establishment” politicians during
the current primary elections. Left-
of~center candidates generally {(but not

always) profit dur m g corruption clean-
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tione nominated by the
ful Democratic Party machine in that
state. The winners rar%i from the
left~liberal maverick, Ramsey Clark,
to the right-pepulist, Hugh Carey. The
1974 elections will almost certainly
result in victory for Democratic lib-
erals.

The Black Question—Key to
American Politics

Both implicitly and explicitly the
last three national elections were fo-
cused on the "black question.” In the
eyes of strata of the white population,
especially those suffering from per-
petual economic and social insecurity,
the program of liberalism, from Ken-
nedy and Johnson to McGovern, came to
represent the threat of "social justice®
and economic advancement for blacks
at their expense. Liberalism wasiden-
tified with "erime in the streets.”

The seeming wane of Wallacism is
not indicative of any change in white
attitudes or in the political milieu. It
reflects instead the general capitula-

tion of the liberal bourgeoisie toracist
reaction, notably registered in recent
Congressional votes over school-
busing. By abandoning blacks the lib-
erals have robbed Wallace of his big
issue.

On the other hand, it is no accident
that the income level of the black minor-
ity has recently been falling compared
to whites. In major "inner cities™ the
rightward trend has been led by the
liberal Democrat black mayors and
their pork-chop nationalist promoters.
Abandoning the struggle for school inte-
gration in exchange for a little patron-
age, these phonies are openly promoting
the "theories" of Booker T. Washing-
ton—racial isolation and self-uplift,
They have also demonstrated a casual
willingness to let loose the hounds of
repression on "their own" people,

Black people have become isolated
from mainstream politics at a time
when they are bearing the brunt of the
current economic decline, Althoughthe
black question (e.g., busing, "law and
order" demagogy) is playing a dimin-
ished role in this election, this in no
way alters the basic racist dynamic of
Amesrican social reality.

The outbreak of cop terror directed
against racial minorities and the recent
anti-black violence in Boston around
busing demonstrate the possibility fora
rapid reawakening of racial politics in
the U.,S, However, at present, both
black and white liberals and various
brands of black nationalism are thor-
oughly discredited in the eyes of the
black masses. There is an urgent need
ifor and potentially great receptivity
among the black population toward a
rKers pnrt” based on the trade un-
Ldrd 1t duC(lf‘,‘bS@b the aepxrm

No Half-Way Solution ¢
Capitalism's Decay
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tha
early 1930's. This was accomplished in

trous dechne in re(u vagec since
open collaboration with the anti-
communist swindler, Richard Nixon.
At a time when working and poor people
have been subjected to an unbroken
series of economic and political rever-
sals, union tops refuse to sever their
links with bourgeois political parties.

These phonies must be ousted if the
working class is to avoid the sewers of
ruling-class corruption and achieve
political independence from the bour-
geoisie as a step on the road to a
revolutionary transformation of so-
ciety. They must be replaced by a new
leadership based on a class-struggle
program capable of uniting all sectors
of the working class, black and white.
A key element in such a program is
the call for a workers party, based
on the trade unions, to struggle for a
workers government, The demand for a
labor party, raised by Trotskyists in
the U.S, ever since the 1930's, is coun-
terposed to any form of support for
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capitalist parties or politicians.

The reformist, Stalinist Communist
Party U.S.A. has responded to the cur-
rent situation with its usual two-faced
opportunism. During the lastpresiden-
tial campaign, the CP leadership came
under criticism from its ranks for its
backhanded support to Democrat
George McGovern. Gus Hall, party
chairman, responded to these com-
plaints with a heavy dose of "left"
demagogy:

"For a Communist not to vote for a
Communist violates the most elemen-
tary understanding of a class approach
to struggle....

"...the structure for the movement of

political independence cannot be built

within the Demacratic Party.”
—"A Lame Duck in Turbulent
Waters," 1972 k

Moreover, Albert Fitzgerald, president
of the Stalinist-influenced United Elec-

WYV PHOTO

trical Workers, called for a laborpar-
ty at the recent UE international con-
vention. UE representatives repeated
this call at a recent conference spon-
sored by the CP-dominated Trade Un-
ionists for Action and Democracy.

Yet no Communist Party candidate
for political office has called for a
labor party. The CP has instead used
its campaigns to whip up interest in a
preposterous "peoples" summit on the
economy. Finally, the Daily World (Oc-
tober 5) carries an article comparing
Ramsey Clark, Democratic candidate
for the U.S. Senate in New York, to
George McGovern in curiously baroque
phraseology:

"If this is combined with retreats on
program by Clark for 'the sake of
unity with the Democratic leaders,’ he
might well end up in the same position
as McGovern.

"Independent pressure on the issue is
needed directed at both Javits and
Clark. Only this type of struggle can
lead to a defeat of Javits at the polls.”
[our emphasis]

Members and friends of the CP who
have been called on to "defeat Gold-
water,"” "defeat Nixon," etc., inthe past
will get the message—i.e., vote Clark,

The backhanded support tobourgeois
parties from the CP is justone of many
indications of its reformist character.
It demonstrates that the Stalinists, al-
though claiming to be socialists, arein
fact no real alternative to the present
pro-capitalist labor bureaucracy. What
is needed is a fight tobreakthe working
masses from the stranglehold of the
capitalist parties. The resolution
(printed elsewhere in this issue) re-
cently passed by members of a unit of
United Auto Workers Local 600 calling
for a labor party and no support to
Democrats and Republicans is an
example of such a class-struggle
orientation.

As AFL-CIO, UAW and Teamsters
officials conduct their perennial col-
lections for big-business politician
"friends of labor," we urge militants
to take up the fight for a workers
party and for class-struggle caucuses
in the unions, to oust the pro-capitalist
bureaucrats who are today the big-
gest obstacles to working-class
independence.m
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Continued from page 4
British Elections...

(even if only temporarily) for the first
time 1n decades.

To meet the economic crisis the Lib~
eral Party has openly come out for
a statutory incomes policy. After their
experience with the miners not even
the Tories are advocating wage con-
trols. Nevertheless, an incomes policy
is almost a certainty no matter what
party is elected, including Labour. As
this will be done in the name of na-
tional unity, the social contract or both,
militants in the unions must launch a
political struggle against Wilson's "so-
cial contract" and prepare to strike
against the reimposition of wage
controls.

The Conservatives are running onan
open invitation to the Liberals for
coalition. The Economist would like
to see a Tory/Liberal coalition on the
economic policies of the Liberals. How-
ever, the Liberals' political survival
depends upon differentiation from the
Conservatives. Therefore the Liberals
are fond of speaking about how much
closer they are to the BLP.,

All the talk about coalitions
naturally raises speculation about
a Labour/Liberal coalition. Such a co-
alition would be a classical popular
front in which the reformist working-
class party formally subordinates the
interests of the proletariat to itsbour-
geois coalition partners. Marxists can
give no political or electoral support
to such a "Lib-Lab" coalition, the very
antithesis of working-class political
independence. Fortunately, the British
working class has had its fill of class-
collaborationist coalitions in the past.
Ramsay MacDonald's "National Unity"
coalition with the Tories from 1931 to
1935 is still bitterly remembered by
many Labour militants.

Oust Wilson—Vote Labour!

For sixty years theultra-reformist,
social-democratic Labour Party has
compiled a miserable record of betray-
al and capitulation. The BLP deserves
to be swept into history's dustbin.
But the British working class still has
illusions in this political creature of
the trade-union bureaucracy. The work-
ing class must be convinced in strug-
gle that the BLP is not its "own"
party. But so long as the mass of the
workers believe it is, and on the con~
dition that the BLP runs independently
and refuses any class-collaborationist
coalitions, we call on workers to vote
for Labour against the capitalist
parties,

While calling on British workers to
cast their ballots for Labour in theup-
coming election we do so warning that
the BLP is incapable of carrying out
policies in the revolutionary interests
of the working class. On the contrary
we wish to see Labour in power pre-
cisely in order to expose Wilson and
Co.'s fundamentally pro-capitalist pol-
icies. Breaking the mass of workers
from illusions in the treacherous BLP
is critical to the construction of a
revolutionary, Trotskyist party as the
vanguard of the proletariat. Where
ostensibly revolutionary groups are
presenting candidates whose platform
and campaign, despite flaws, present an
essentially anti-reformist and anti-
coalitionist thrust, militant workers
should critically support such candi-
dates, as a means for registering a
protest wvote against the class-
collaborationist policies of the Labour
tops. )

—Vote Labour—No Coalitions! For
a Labour/TUC Government Pledged
to a Socialist Program of Expropri-
ating the Capitalist Class!

—No to the Social Contract! Prepare
to Strike for Substantial Wage In-
creases and Sliding Scale of Wages
and Hours!

—For Factory Occupations Against the
Threat of Plant Shutdowns—Exprop-
riate Bankrupt Industries—For
Workers Controll

—Britain Out of the Common Market—
For aSocialist Federation of the Brit-
ish Isles and a Socialist United States
of Europe!

Continued from page 12

...Feinstein
Amendment

strikes, take politics out of bargaining,
etc. Itdemagogically claimsthat
"streetsweepers were demanding an
annual wage of more than $17,000 a
year—more than police officers and
firefighters now receive...." Inter-
estingly, the Feinstein Amendmentdoes
not apply to three categories of city
employees: police, firemen...and the
Board of Supervisors.

As to the "$17,000-a-year street-
sweepers,” city workers who attended
the Labor Action Committee rally today
provided the real story. Only one full-
time sweeper has been hired by the
city in the last three years and most of
the sweepers are temporary employ-
ees, ineligible for pensions, insurance
and other "fringes." Their bi-weekly
gross pay is $363—hardly a king's
ransom—and the top pay for full-time
sweepers is $11,400 a year.

For Strike Action to Stop
Proposition "L”

The union leadership has relied on
the usual liberal arguments to counter

{ Y

Sub Drive
Report

First

Area Quota Week
Bay Area . ....... 325 55
Binghamton ...... 25 9
Boston.......... 160 100
Buffalo. ......... 35 15
Chicago ......... 250 112
Cleveland . . ... ... 160 8l
Detroit. . ... ..... 250 221
Houston . ........ 50 5
Los Angeles . ... .. 200 45
New Haven ....... 25 8
New Orleans . ... .. 15 1
New York. .. .. ... 500 131
Philadelphia . ... .. 75 64
Toronto .. ....... 50 19
At Large ........ 50 7
Total 2170 873

e

the open union-busting campaign by the
Chamber of Commerce. One leaflet by
the SEIU made much of a statement
by a Chamber legal counsel that the
Feinstein Amendment was "a legal
disaster."” But despite this electoral-
ist, legalistic approach, whose axis is
dependence on Alioto and the Demo-
crats, sentiment for independent mass
labor action is growing among the union
ranks..

At a mobilization called by "Citizens
United™ last Saturday union officials
spoke to approximately 300 city work-
ers, many of them from the Laborers'
union, and several times referred to
the need for labor action. Dan Del
Carlo, head of the Building Trades
Council, referred to the San Francisco
general strike of 1934 and said that
to oppose the Feinstein Amendment
labor must even work together with
communists.

Union militants inthe Bay Area must
urgently raise the call for mass labor
action, including a Bay Area-wide gen-
eral strike, against the Feinstein
Amendment. It is, of course, necessary
to campaign for a "no" vote on Prop-
osition L in the November elections,
but the most decisive means to defeat
thisunion-smashing, wage-cutting
measure is to organize for militant
strike action against it. The passivity
of the unions is allowing the capitalists
to scare the petty bourgeoisie withtalk
of higher taxes to pay "greedy” street-
sweepers. But a decisive display of
labor power, such as atwo-day general
strike just before the election, could
win vacillating middle-class voters to
labor's side.

With distrust of Alioto running high
after his racist "Operation Zebra® last
spring and the current scandal over his
waterfront landgrab operation, S.F.
labor leaders are beginning to feel the
pressure todissociate themselves from
their Democratic "friendsin City Hall."
Thus the labor rally scheduled for
October 19 is being built with a leaf-
let which does not mention a single
bourgeois politician, It is necessary to
take the demand for mass labor action
to the unions and to this rally, to build
rank-and-~file opposition to the bureau-
crats' passive electoralism. At the
same time, communists and union mili-
tants must raise the call for a workers
party, based on the unions, to fight for
a workers government, in order to
counter the union tops'dead-end class-
collaborationist strategy of relying on
the twin parties of capital.m
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WORKERS VANGUARD

S. F. Labor Under Attack

Sirike Against Feinstein
Amendment!

SAN FRANCISCO, October 7—Municipal
employees here are facing a union-
busting, wage-cutting offensive that is
the most dangerous attack on Bay
Area labor in decades. The so-called
"Feinstein Amendment” to the S.F. city
charter would virtually prohibit col-
lective bargaining for city workers,
tying their wages to a formula based
on an average of salary levels in lower-
wage areas of the state of California.
This measure, which appears on the
ballot in November as "Proposition L,,"
would mean a wage freeze for two
thirds of the city's empiloyees, whichin
the context of continuing high inflation
means a de facto sharp wage cut. Muni
drivers (public transit) face an imme-
diate cut of $2,000 annually in fringe
benefits if Proposition L passes. It is
not surprising that the Chamber of
Commerce is vigorously backing it,
euphemistically labeling it the "Fair
Pay Amendment.”

Adoption of the Feinstein Amend-
ment would be the signal for an anti-
labor offensive by employers, "public”
and private, throughout California. Na-
tionally, President Ford has initiated
a new attack on wages by attempting
to cancel scheduled pay raises for
federal workers. Already the press is
speculating about when government
wage controls will be reimposed. (Un-
der Nixon's wage controls, since mid-
1972 the real earnings of U.S. workers
fell by 10 percent, the largest wage cut
since the early 1930's.) The entire labor
movement must be mobilized nowtode-
feat the employers' offensive. Mass
labor action mustbe the answer to these
wage freeze/wage controls threats.

The leaders of the Bay Area union
movement, however, demonstrate no
inclination to undertake suchaction. As
usual they are relying on their friends
in the Democratic Party to bail them
out. Official labor is banking every-
thing on stopping the Feinstein Amend-
ment at the polls, with all effortsbeing
channeled into the "Citizens United
Against Proposition L," a Democratic
Party operation. Among the "honorary
chairmen™ of this "Citizens" committee
are Mayor Joseph Alioto, Sheriff Rich-
ard Hongisto and all S.F. congressmen
and state legislators.

In contrast to reliance onthe Demo-
cratic Party of big business, groups
and individuals in the workers move-
ment who are campaigning for mass
labor action against the union-busting
amendment have joined together in a
Labor Action Committee (LAC) to Stop
Proposition L. The LAC, which was
initiated by the Bay Area Spartacist
League and includes among its en-
dorsers more thanadozenunion execu-
tive board members, committeemen
and stewards from AFSCME, CWA,
ILWU, TWU, UAW and UTU locals,
demonstrated today at the S.F. City
Hall.

Though the picket line was small,
a rally afterwards attracted about 50
militant city workers. Labor Action
Committee signs called for "Mass
Labor Action to Stop Proposition L,"
and "For the Unrestricted Right to
Strike and Full Bargaining Rights for
Public Employees.” Among the signs
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and chants of the SL at the demonstra-
tion were "For a Bay Area-Wide Gen-
eral Strike to Stop Proposition L" and
"Not Alioto, Feinstein or Ford, But a
Workers Party—Oust the Bureaucrats.”

"City Fathers” Answer Strike
Wave

The Feinstein Amendment is the
ruling class' counterattack to a near-
general strike by San Francisco city
workers last spring. The rolling strike
wave in March began as a wage dispute
between the city and the Service Em-
ployees' union (SEIU): the Board of
Supervisors had offered a 2-5 percent

Diqnne Feinstein 7SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE
wage increase in the face of 9 percent
inflation (since escalated to 13 percent).
As picket lines were set up by SEIU
ranks they were instantly respected by
hospital workers, the Operating En-
gineers (who shut down sewage plants)
and transit workers. At the height -of
the strike Muni, BART and AC Transit
workers shut down all public transit
service in and to San Francisco, and
threats were made to closetheairport,
port and commuter rail service as well.
Simultaneously, teachers took the AFT
out on strike, although their contract
was not linked to that of the SEIU.

Union leaders were eventually able
to regain control from the rebellious
ranks and force through a sellout
pact. But the isolation and weakness of
the bureaucracy was clearly noted by
the bourgeoisie. The Feinstein Amend-
ment is their answer: if labor tops can't
enforce class peace, then collective
bargaining will be outlawed. At a de-
bate with S.F., Central Labor Council
head Jack Crowley last month, Ms.
Feinstein (who is president of the
Board of Supervisors) stated flatly that,
"collective bargaining won't work in
the public sector.” She also complained
about "the crushing power that public

employees have™ and condemned labor
for its March strike as "not a respon-
sible labor movement® (San Francisco
Examiner, 25 September),

The continuing strike activity in the
Bay Area (a three-week nurses' strike
in June, afive-week construction work-
ers' strike in June-July and the 62-
day militant AC Transit strike in July
and August) has already led local
business interests to launch a crack-
down on the unions. The S.F. Chamber
of Commerce has held up payment of
the raises wonby city workersin March
by filing a court suit on the grounds
that the strikes were illegal.

“L” No!

The sweep of Proposition L is far
broader. By determining wages accord-
ing to the levels in other California
cities, particularly open-shop Southern
California, the Amendment would be a
wage freeze for an indefinite period
for more than 65 percent of city em-
ployees. According to the language of
the measure, wage levels cannot be
more than 3 percent above this "gener-
ally prevailing rate.”™ Moreover, if the
wage is lower it still may not increase
more than 7.5 percent a year.

As a "concession" the Amendment
states that no wages will be lowered.
It permits the Board of Supervisors to
grant a cost-of-living increase, but only
based on the increase in the official
U.S. c~0-1 index from July toDecember
of the previous year! In fact, this is a
substantial wage cuf even if a full
c¢-0-1 escalator were provided for the

six-month period. Moreover, the wage
surveys on which salaries are to be
decided will be based on rates which
are one year out of date by the time
they would be implemented in San
Francisco.

Other provisions of the Amendment
provide for advancement to maximum
level salaries not only on the basis of
seniority, but also on "the attainment
of such standards of efficiency as the
civil service commission shall by rule
prescribe.” This kind of "efficiency
rating™ is a favorite management wea-
pon for victimizing union militants.
Fringe benefits are not tied to other
areas and, under the Amendment, would
have to be approved by three fourths'
vote of the Board of Supervisors. The
obvious intent is to make it possible
for a hard-line anti-labor minority to
prevent increases in fringe benefits.

To understand the import of this
measure it must be noted that in the
past the wages of city-employed crafts-
men had been linked (but not tied) to
comparahle job _classifications in the
private sector inSan Francisco. Trans-
it workers' pay had veen linked to the
average of wages in the two highest-
paid major public transit systems in
the U.S. This would now be repealed
and the much lower California state
average substituted.

In campaigning for Proposition L,
Feinstein and her Chamber of Com-~
merce backers have pulled out all the
stops. One propaganda statement ar-
gues that the Amendment will prevent

continued on page 11
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Class Struggle League

JOHN DOW, Warehouse Union*

CHARLES GARRY, lawyer

JOAN JORDON, Union W. A . G. E,
La Raza, S. F. State University

president Union W. A. G. E.

DICK MEISTER. KQED*

REGINALD THERIAULT,
UE Local 1412

Women's Center, S. F. State University
Committee for Working Class Studies

Endorsers of the “Labor Action Committee to Stop
Proposition L” include the following:

WANDA ADAMS, shop steward, AFSCME Local 829*
HARRY ANDERSON, KPFA "In Transit”

GUS BILLY. committeeman, UAW Local 1364*

AL BROUSSARD. executive board member, ILWU Local 10*
GERALD CLARK, member, ATU Local 192*

AL GREENGOLD, member, ATU Local 192*

Committee for a Militant UAW, UAW Local 1364
PATRICIA CULL, Carpenters Local 668%*

BILLY ELLIS. executive board member, TWU Local 250A*

DONALD P. GILLIS, shop chairman. Oakland Parts Warehouse., UAW Local 1364*
STAN GOW. executive board member, ILWU Local 10*

HOWARD KEYLOR, member, ILWU Local 10*
GENE MADDOX, Office and Professional Employees Union, Local 29.

BEN MARTINEZ, steward, CWA Local 9415*
JOYCE MAUPIN. OPEU Local 29, Union W. A.G. E.

Militant Action Caucus, CWA Locals 9415 and 9410~

FD NELSON, executive board member, ILWU Local 10*

G. R, NIKKOLA. area representative, CWA Local 9490*

CHARLES PAYNE, steward, CWA Local 9415%

MARIE POINSON, steward, CWA Local 9415%

H. DON. SCHURR, president, UTU Local 239, Roadmen*
Spartacist League Spartacus Youth League

executive board member, ILWU ILocal 10*

*organizations listed for purposes of identification only.
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