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Spanish LCR Pays Homage to
Catalan Bourgeois Nationalism

Triunfo
Red and yellow Catalan flags in front of the Generalitat in Barcelona. On the balcony the popular front of Euro­
communists, social democrats and bourgeois nationalists. In the plaza pseuao-Trotskyist LCR tails along.
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WORKERS VANGUARD

content of the statute is to be arrived at
through backroom negotiations with
Suarez, who will in turn plead the case
before the Francoist generals whom he
must placate. The culmination of this
process was enshrined in the new Suarez
constitution, approved by referendum
last December, which instituted an
elected Generalitat with sovereign pow­
ers over ... the schools. To put the real
content of the slogan for autonomy into
perspective, it should be recalled that
the original statute 01"32 was a not very
extensive federal arrangement that
granted powers substantially less than
those ceded to the states in the American
constitution.

Marxists defend the democratic right
of national self-determination for the
Catalan and Basque nationalities. But
we do not advocate regionalization and
federation as the answer to the suppres­
sion of these national rights. The
question of national rights ultimately
comes down to the question of who has
the guns-the question of the army and
state power. This was made brutally
clear in the 1937 Barcelona May Days
when the proletarian masses of Catalo­
nia rose up heroically to defend their
conquests-notably workers control­
against the repression and sabotage of
the Catalan bourgeoisie, then led by
Generalitat president Companys, and
its Stalinist allies. Faced with barricades
throughout Barcelona, assault guards
were called in from the Republican
government in Valencia ... and that was
the end of the fraudulent "autonomy" of

,the 1932 Estatut.

In the 1930s the Catalan proletariat
was betrayed, not only by the social­
democratic and Stalinist hatchet men of
the bourgeois Republic, but also by the
anarchist CNT and centrist POUM,
who joined the Popular Front with
Companys just when the working class
most needed independent class leader­
ship to direct the proletarian seizure of
power and the consolidation of a
workers republic. Today, in imitation of
these historic betrayals, the latter-day
centrists of the "Trotskyist" LCR,
affiliated with the United Secretariat of
Ernest Mandel and the U.S. Socialist
Workers Party (SWP), march arm-in­
arm with Catalan bourgeois nationalists
and even the neo-Francoist UCD,
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nationality, and the province of Navarra
has been on the verge of explosion
between Basque nationalists, Aragonese
regionalists and Castilian-speaking
immigrants. But the level of nationalist/
regionalist sentiment is so high today
that not even the liberal bourgeois press
speaks of a Spanish nation-it and the
entire left refer only to a Spanish state.

The shock waves quickly reached
Madrid, where a series of token gestures
were undertaken in an effort to deflect
the discontent. Prime Minister Suarez
invited Tarradellas, president of the
Generalitat-the "autonomous" Cata­
lan parliament. formed during the
Second Republic of the 1930s-to
return from his 38-year exile. Through
private agreement with the king, he was
reinstalled as president of a "decaffein­
ated" Generalitat. The fiction of Cata­
lan autonomy was completed with
Tarradella's appointment of representa­
tives from the various parliamentary
parties to the regional body and its
Consell Executiu. In fact, aside from
changing all the plaques from "Provin­
cial Delegation" to "Generalitat," Catal­
onia was no more autonomous or self­
governing than before.

As a virtually powerless body, the
Generalitat's primary function has been
to contain anti-government sentiment in
a region where the mass workers parties,
the Socialist PSC-PSOE and Commu­
nist PS Uc. together received from 60 to
gO percent of the vote in the June 1977
elections to the monarchist Cortes in
Madrid. The Euroreformists of the
PSUC (affiliated to the Spanish Com­
munist Party) have hailed Tarradellas'
appointed Consell as the first "historic
compromise" government in southern
Europe, the fulfillment of their class­
collaborationist fantasies. They hope
that by demonstrating their best behav­
ior in this "pre-autonomy" sandbox they
can move up to participation in a
"Government of National Concentra­
tion"-Carrillo's formula for a grown­
up popular front.

The "Estatut," the statute of
autonomy sought by the signers of the
joint "crida" (call) for September II. is
nothing more than the revival of the
1937 statute which granted the regional
government of Catalonia various de­
grees of sovereign powers. The precise
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ciers of Barcelona and Bilbao, they were
centrally aimed at the highly combative,
class-conscious proletariat of the north­
ern industrial regions.
. With the death of "EI Caudillo" and
the advent of Suarez' plans to introduce
a semi-bonapartist "strong state," the
edifice of Francoist repression began to
crack, jolted by militant strikes and
popular upheavals. Throughout Spain
there were tremendous outpourings of
nationalist and regionalist sentiment, on
a scale unmatched in postwar Europe
(except perhaps for Ireland). This
nationalist ferment centered in two
regions, both heavily industrialized and
traditional hotbeds of revolutionary
agitation, the Basque region and Cata­
lonia. On the first legal "diada"-the
Catalan national festival-last year over
one million demonstrators took to the
streets demanding an end to the rigidly
centralist straitjacket imposed by
Madrid.

The same was true elsewhere. De­
mands for Galician autonomy were
raised. Hundreds of thousands marched
in Andalusia for the cause of regional
autonomy. In the Canary Islands an
independence movement was active.
Often they were not sure which nation­
alism applied: Valencians debate wheth­
er they are Catalans or a separate

. obe;.tCapr~

Workers fight Republican Assault Guards during Barcelona May Days, 1937.
When proletariat rose up catalan "autonomy" vanished. Marxls" support,...t of Mlf__termination.
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Beneath a sea of fluttering red and
yellow striped banners. half a million
protesters thronged the streets of Barce­
lona on September II. the national
"diada" of Catalonia. At the head of the
massive demonstration marched the
leaders of 23 sponsoring parties and
organizations. co-signers of a joint call
for "A Statute that Assures Full
National Freedom for Catalonia!"

A careful observer could identifv a
wide spectrum of Catalan politics: st~lid
bourgeois republicans. respectable So­
cialists. well-behaved (Euro-)Commu­
nists. There. too, were the leaders of the
trade unions and the Workers Commis­
sions, side by side with Maoists.
syndicalists and Catalan "independen­
tistas." And, right up there with the rest,
the Liga Comunista Revolucionaria
(LCR). shouting in unison with the rest.
"Volem I'Estatut" (We Want a Statute
[of Catalan autonomy]).

To top it off. beside them marched
local leaders of the Union del Centro
Democnitico (UCD)-the present rul­
ing party in Madrid. As the neo­
Francoist party or" Prime Minister
Adolfo Suarez and the Juan Carlos
"reform" monarchy, the UCD is central­
ly responsible for suppressing the
national rights of the Catalans! The
LCR sought to excuse its scandalous
participation in this all-inclusive popu­
lar front by shifting the blame onto the
Eurocommunists: "Unfortunately, the
limitations and vacillations imposed
mainly by the PSUC and the enormous
ambiguity in the content of the call
permitted the bourgeois parties to join
it" (Comhate, 7 September). But this
handwringing did not stop these
pseudo-Trotskyist opportunists from
signing the joint call with six bourgeois

. parties.
How does one explain this

spectacle-a united march of everyone
from the bourgeois opposition to the
"far left." joining with the party of
Franco's hand-picked successors ... all
demanding "I'Estatut"?

During the bitter years of the
Francoist dictatorship, as trade unions,
leftist parties and bourgeois opponents
alike were brutally suppressed, the old
traditions of Castilian-dominated bu­
reaucratic centralism were revived to
crush provincial centers of rebellion.
The Catalan and Basque languages were
outlawed and their regional govern­
ments driven into exile. While these
repressive measures humiliated the
entrepreneurial industrialists and finan-



Catalan nationalists call for statute of autonomy.

chanting their slogans and signing their
joint "cridas" with perfect equanimity.

Atypically, the opportunists of the
LCR were at first a bit slow to pick up
on the full import of Catalan national­
ism as the latest left-wing fad, since they
were busy capitulating to Basque
nationalism in fusing with the once­
guerrillaist ETA-VL Rushing to make
up for lost time, in the last year they
have stumbled all over themselves in
their feverish pursuit of a "militant"
formula for tailing after Companys'
heirs. Last April the "Catalan \iational
Committee" of rhe LCR called for an
"Estatut made and approved in Cata­
lunya" and a "democratic. sovereign
Generalitat at the service of the work­
ers." Not a word about the right of self­
determination. As to the class content of
the government. it explained that by
"workers self-government" it meant "a
government of the parties which have
the trust of the majority of our people. a
Consell [xecutiu of the PSC [Catalan
Socialist Party], the PSOE and the
PSUC' (Delila, 24 May 1978). In other
words. a bourgeois regional govern­
ment. led by reformists. And how do
these supposed revolutionary Trotsky­
ists justify their call for a capitalist
government of a pseudo-autonomous
regional parliament which would still
leave fundam(,:ntal power in the hands of
the army and central state apparatus
inherited from Francoism?

"For the majority of the workers and
the people Generalitat is synonymous
with self-government. The workers with
a minimum of national consciousness
are beginning to mistrust Tarradellas,
some are against the present Generali­
tat. but they are not against any
Generalitat, they just want a better
Generalitat. This compels us to use in
our agitation and propaganda the term
Generalitat as a synonym for self­
government and to propose another
content."

-(LCR] Informe de Pedagogia,
No. 20 (1978)

The naked anti-Marxism of such a
position caused some embarrassment
among these purported Trotskyists.
however. leading them to withdraw the
slogan of a "democratic. sovereign
Generalitat" and seek more subtle
formulations. But the LCR leadership
has encountered difficulties in blending
the once-considerable political differ­
ences between the components of their
recently fused organization. Previously.
the pro-Mandel LCR had called for a
(bourgeois) federal republic in Spain
while the pro-SWP Liga Comunista
(LC) took a more nationalist line.
calling for separate constituent assem­
blies for each nationality. Ever ready to
compromise on questions of mere
program. the leadership of the merged
LCR now calls for both slogans at the
same time:

'The appropriate framework for the
organization of the exercise of self­
determination. based on the proposals
of the various currents. especially the
independentistas, would be National
Constituent Assemblies. in which we
would put forward the proposal for
federation. for a union of the peoples in
the framework of a federal republic."

-[LCR] Con~reso (6 July 1978)

In reality. and in Marxist tradition as
well. the right of self-determination is in
no way "exercised" through proposals
for regional autonomy. local self­
government and similar decentralizing
measures. The latter can be democratic
demands against the oppression exer­
cised by a rigidly bureaucratic centralist

regime on areas with particular social
conditions or national composition.
They can also be a smokescreen for
reactionary mobilizations. such as the
opposition to integration in the Ameri­
can South during the late 1950s around
the slogan of "states' rights." And above
all. they can be easily revoked by the
central power which controls the armed
forces. as was seen in the demise of
Catalan autonomy in 1937.

Lenin was quite categorical. His 1916
. theses on "The Socialist Revolution and

the Right of Nations to Self­
Determination" state: "The right of
nations to self-determination implies
exclusively the .right to independence in
the political sense. the right to free
political separation from the oppressor
nation." And in his earlier article.
"The Right of Nations to Self­
Determination" (1914). he writes:

"How was 'self-determination' under­
stood by the delegates to the Second
Congress [of the Russian Social­
Democratic Labor Party] ... ?
"The following three extracts from the
Minutes provide the answer:' Martynov
is of the opinion that the term 'self­
determination' should not be given a
broad interpretation; it merely means
the right of a nation to establish itself as
a separate polity. not regional self­
government'....
"The reader will see that at the Second
Congress of the Party. which adopted
the programme. it was unanimously
understood that self-determination
meant 'only' the right to secession."

(n other words. by identifying an
Estatut (i.e., a measure similar to the
1932 statute of autonomy) with self.

determination. the LCR is capitulating
to the timid nationalism of the Catalan
bourgeoisie. This is particularly danger­
ous in Spain where Barcelona workers
in the 1930's thought they were protect­
ed by the Estatut and largely limited
their struggles to Catalonia. By joining
in the cry "Volem I'Estatut" and

submerging themselves in the Catalan
autonomy movement for a Generalitat
with full powers. the LCR only encour­
ages such nationalist illusions.

Moreover. their call for separate
national (i.e.. regioOlll) constituent
assemblies is a step toward breaking up
the real solidarity of the Spanish
proletariat. The LCR makes it clear that
its slogan of a "federal republic" is in
fact a call for a federation of sovereign
republics:

"... our party will propose that the
Estatut define Catalonia as a Catalan
Repu blic. federated with the rest of the
peoples of the State...."

-Demo. 24 May 1978
As Leninists have always held. recogniz­
ing the right of self-determination is
quite distinct from calling for its
implementation, i.e.. independence.
And Spain is one of the most striking
examples where communists would
struggle doggedly to maintain working­
class unity within the framework of the
present state. Despite the treachery of
the reformist Eurocommunist and
social-democratic misleaders. there has
actually been an impressive degree of
solidarity between workers of the
different nationalities that make up the
country; Catalan workers have fre­
quently staged work stoppages and
massive demonstrations against Guar­
dia Civil assaults on Basque national­
ists, for example.

On the other hand. the Masque and
Catalan regions. while suffering dis­
crimination (linguistic prohibitions.
distribution of state services. repression)

at the hand of the Francoist state
apparatus. were the most developed
regions in the country. containing the
core of Spanish industry. Were they to
separate. the two largest. best organ­
ized. most combative sectors of the
proletariat would be subtracted, greatly
weakening the workers movement in the
rest of Spain and representing a consid­
erable deleat for the European proletar­
ian revolution. Yet this is the direction
in which the LCR wishes to go in
chasing after radical petty-bourgeois
nationalism In the Basque region
and the more moderate (and mas­
sive) bourgeois/reformist-led autonomy
movement in Catalonia.

In contrast. Trotsky wrote at the very
beginning of the Spanish revolution in
1931:

"The separatist tendencies present the
revolution with the democratic task of
national self-determination. These
tendencies were accentuated, to all
appearances. during the period of the
[Primo de Rivera] dictatorship. But
while the 'separatism' of the Catalan
bourgeoisie is only a pawn in its play
with the Madrid government against
the Catalan and Spanish people, the
separatism of the workers and peasants
is only the shell of their social rebellion.
One must distinguish very rigidly
between these two forms of separatism.
Precisely. however, in order to draw the
line between the nationally oppressed
workers and peasants and their bour­
geoisie. the proletarian vanguard must
take the boldest and most sincere
position on the question of national
self-determination. The workers will
fuijy and completely defend the right of
the Catalans and Basques to organize
their state life independently in the
event that the majority of these nation­
alities express themselves for complete
separation. But this does not. ofcourse.
mean that the advanced workers will
push the Catalans and Basques on the
road of secession. On the contrary. the
economic unity of the country with
extensive autonomy of national dis­
tricts. would represent great advantages
for the workers and peasants from the
viewpoint of economy and culture."

-"The Revolution in Spain."
January 1931

After almost four decades in the
straitjacket of bonapartist. centralist
dictatorship. this remains true today.
While supporting demands for decen­
tralization of certain state functions to
allow wide latitude for regional autono­
my. and unreservedly defending the
right of self-determination of the differ­
ent nationalities; proletarian revolu­
tionists in Spain would at this point seek
above all to focus on struggles to
mobilize the entire proletariat against
the Suarez/Juan Carlos "strong state"
regime inherited from Francoism.

The international Spartacist tendency
has consistently called for the
recognition of the right of self­
determination for the Catalans and
Basques. and for a soviet federation of
Iberian workers republics. in the
struggle for a Socialist United States of
Europe. The key element is the con­
struction of an authentic Trotskyist
party in Spain, built in the fight against
Pabloist liquidationism and for the
reforgi~ of the Fourth International..
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Hate Carter...
(continued from page 1)
For example. Merrill Lynch Economics'
chief forecaster ventures:

"This expansion has had it. The odds
are tipping toward the recession already
having started. Wr: think there's about a
55 percent chance of a recession
beginning before midyear."

-Business Week. 4 June

This time around. recession will fall
particularly hard on working people.
Despite four years of recovery from the
1974-75 worldwide depression. the U.S.
unemployment rate still remains one­
fifth higher than it was in 197.\. The
recovery scarcely existed for blacks who
suffer 12 percent unemployment and an
incredible .16 percent jobless rate among
black youth (Monthly l..ahor Rel'in\,.
April 1979). Moreover. because wage
earners largely carried the post-I975
expansion by going ever deeper into
debt. mass unemployment in the next
period would cause particular hardship.
Hy the end of last year. for every dollar
in the annual after-tax income. the
average consumer owed 96 cents.
mainly for mortgages and auto loans. If
hit by long layoffs. hundreds of thou­
sands of working-class families will ftice
mortgage foreclosures. auto reposses­
siom and bankruptcy.

During the past year of raging
inflation the real take-home pay of the
average worker has already been cut 4.5
percent. Yet the centerpiece of Carter's
"anti-inflation" policies has been to cut
them even further with his attempts to
impose 7 percent wage guidelines.
Luckily, this has not been too success­
ful. Already half-way into the '79
bargaining year, his guidelines are in
tatters. The government anti-inflation
people led by Alfred Kahn went through
an elaborate song and dance, allowing
for "old money" and various other
exceptions, in order to claim that the
Teamster contract increase of roughly
30 percent il. three years actually fell
under the guidelines.

Since then the lAM United Airlines
mechanics won raises of 30 percent over
three years, and even the poor sisters of
the labor movement, the ILG W U
settled last week for 25 percent. To top it
off, a May 3 I court decision by federal
district judge Barrington D. Parker
ruled that Carter's attempts to enforce
"voluntary" wage guidelines through
denying government contracts was
illegal. "For practical purposes, the
decision served as the final nail in the
coffin," said UA W chief Doug Fraser
(Nell' York Times, I June).

Billy and Bert

The spectre of "Peanutgate" contin­
ues to hang over Jimmy Carter's head
just as it has for the past 20 months since
investigations into Lance's shady bank­
ing deals led to his resignation as head of
the Office'of Management and Budget
in September 1977. As expected. no­
thing in the May 24 indictment men­
tions Lance's notorious loans of almost
$7 million to the Carter family ware­
house, many of them negotiated during
the 1976 presidential campaign. But the
bones of this old skeleton continue to
rattle in the Carter closet. If anyone gets
to Bert or Billy and either decides to
talk, it could be curtains for Carter.

What is Peanutgate'? While bits and
pieces have been trickling into the press
for some time, a recently published
expose by Los Angeles Times reporter
Peter Peckarsky ties together the myri­
ad threads of the undoubtedly illegal
and possibly felonious dealings which
may have put Jimmy Carter in the
White House. In Peckarsky's account,
reprinted in the IJ May Cleveland Plain
Dealer, he shows how funds had been
improperly transferred from the family
business to the Carter presidential
campaign. This was apparently in
flagrant violation of the 1975 Federal
Election Campaign Law which limits
individual contributions to a presiden­
tial campaign to $1,000 and forbids
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direct corporate contributions
altogether.

According to Peckarsky, some $1
million in loans made in 1975 and 1976
by the National Hank of Georgia to the
Carter Warehouse for warehouse con­
struction and for purchasing a peanut
sheller made little or no business sense.
For one thing. the Carters. heavily
involved in the campaign. were not
expanding their business. The peanuts

Where's
Billy?

c
31

in the Carter warehouse were supposed
to represent collateral on the bank
loans, and as the shelled peanuts were
sold-i.e., as the collateral on· hand
diminished-Carter Warehouse was
obliged to make payments on the loan.
But they didn't.

Instead, Billy Carter, who controlled
the warehouse during the campaign,
transferred some $500,000 from the
warehouse accounts at the National
Bank of Georgia to his own account,
then withdrew the money about one
month before the April 1976 Pennsylva­
nia Democratic Party primary. At the
same time. Carter's campaign advertis­
ing agency, Gerald Rafshoon Advertis­
ing, Inc., supposedly gave the Carter
campaign a highly unusual line of credit
running in the vicinity of $600,000.
Pennsylvania was the make-or-break
primary for Carter. writes Peckarsky.
Morris Udall and Henry Jackson spent
all they had there and lost. It was in
Pennsylvania that Carter virtually
wrapped up the election.

What actually happened'? Nobody's
talking. especially Billy (perhaps for the
first time) who took the Fifth Amend­
ment at a grand jury investigation
ordered by the Securities and Exchange
Commission and the Comptroller of the
Currency last fall. During the heat of the
new investigation, the president's broth­
er was scheduled to appear on a
February II CBS "Face the Nationr

program. which was abruptly cancelled
the day before when Rafshoon's secre­
tary vigorously protested. Then there
are Billy's convenient disappearances:
his February hospitalization for bron­
chitis and a seven-week alcoholism
treatment in a California military
facility which began March 6. "Coinci­
dentally or otherwise," Peckarsky
writes. "this gave Billy Carter a conve­
nient excuse for avoiding federal investi­
gators as the three-year statute of
limitations on criminal violations of
federal election law during the 1976
primaries ran out."

Peanutgate is not Teapot Dome or
Watergate. Jimmy Carter did not bug or
burgle his bourgeois opponents. The
accusations are that he lied about the
collateral in the Carter warehouse and
instead of paying back his loans on time
put the money into his campaign. In
doing so. of course. the Carters broke
the campaign financ'c:g laws. laws

which the bourgeoisie has always felt arc
ridiculous, passed only because they felt
they had to do something in the wake of
Watergate. Hut presidents arc not
supposed to openly break laws, even
such patently ineffectual ones.

rhe American bourgeoisie has en­
joyed the picture of the presidential
candidate as "self-made man." like
Richard Nixon or Jimmy Carter ap­
pearing before the American public with

their rags-to-riches stories in "the land
of opportunity." But there is no honest
American self-made millionaire with
enough ambition and ruthlessness to be
the chief of the most terrible imperialist
power in the world and whose personal
books can withstand a simple, careful
audit. So today the ruling circles are
looking around their smoke-filled
rooms for a candidate with old money, a
candidate who let his father, or prefera­
bly his grandfather, do his stealing for
him.

So all eyes are on Kennedy, who waits
in the wings in case a financial scandal­
or something else-capsizes Carter's
leaky ship before 1980. Of course,
Kennedy has his own problems as a
moral sanitizer. Although he is too rich
to bother to embezzle, a lot of people
still want to know what really happened
with Mary Jo Kopechne that night in
Chappaquidick. For his part, Kennedy
would prefer to run in 1984 when he is a
shooin rather than risk splitting the
party badly now.

But if Kennedy does get in. despite his
liberal campaign promises so dear to the
hearts of the "black elected officials"
and the labor fakers, he will prove that
he, like the rest of the capitalist
politicians. is no friend of the workers,
minorities or the poor. With all of
Kennedy's hearings on nuclear power or
Henry Jackson's investigations into the
oil companies. none of them can call for
expropriation of the energy trusts­
because they own them! And compared
to the butchery of Vietnam, the Bay of
Pigs, Santo Domingo or Attica-the
real crimes of the bourgeoisie-Carter's
machinations are small potatoes.

Capitalist political scandals can lead
to real crises for the ruling class. But so
long as there is no working-class
alternative to the twin parties of capitaL
the effects are contained within the
confines of bourgeois politics and
quickly dissipated. Watergate led only
to the imperialist hypocrisy of Carter.
1.abor militants must fight to oust the
pro-capitalist bureaucratic union mis­
leaders and build a workers party to
fight for a workers government. With­
out this they are faced with the perennial
"choice" between a Peanutgate swindler
or Camelot's "knight errant'· of
Chappaquidick.•

Novack...
(continued from page 5)
proposed in addition a schedule leading
at short intervals to one half capability.
one fourth capability. and so on"
(Joseph Hansen. Militallt. June 24.
1977).

Nazis
1939, SOCIALIST APPEAL: "The
wailing and weeping about the i\alis'
rights can safely be left to the prissy
Liberals and phoney Democrats. The
self-preservation of the working class
demands that it cut through all abstract
chatter and smash the fascist gangs by
decisive and relentless action" (March.\.
19.\9).

SWP TODAY: "An effective struggle
against reactionary ideas and violence
cannot be carried out if one begins by
placing qualifications on democratic
rights in the case of fascists .... Because
of the importance of democratic rights
of the oppressed. the denial of this right
to racists and fascists can only backfire"
(1II1ematiollaI5;ucialisl Rel'ie\\. August
1975).

Trade Union Democracy and the
State
TROTSKY: "The prImary slogan tor
the struggle is: complete and uncondi­
tional independence of the trade unions
in relation to the capitalist state. This
means a struggle to turn the trade
unions into organs of the broad exploit-'
ed masses and not theorgans of a labor
aristocracy. The second slogan is: trade
union democracy. This second slogan
110ws directly from the first and presup­
poses for its realization the complete
freedom of the trade unions from the
imperialist or colonial state" (Trade
Unions in the Epoch of Imperialist
Decay).

SWP TODAY: "But not by the sectari­
ans' logic. According to their rule book
the trade union struggle must proceed in
two distinct stages. First comes the fight
for trade union independence. Then,
and only then, are workers allowed to
light for democracy in their unions....
The precondition for union democracy
according to WV is the fight for
independence of the workers movement
from the capitalist state" (Militant, June
23. 197X).

Klan...
(continued from page 2)
official. has vowed that the protesters
will march again June 9: "We may not
make it past Church Street, but the
record must show that we tried to
exercise our constitutional rights." This
appeal to the state could turn out
tragically to be more prophetic than
Cottonreader, with his liberal pacifistic
illusions. believes. Mistaken notions
that the cops will protect the protesters
should have been shattered by the near­
bloodbath of May 26. Only an inde­
pendent. mass mobilization of blacks.
the left and the labor movement can
protect these courageous marchers. If
the United League. for example. which
claims some 60.000 members in Mis-.
sissippi. mobilized in force in Decatur.
the Klan wouldn't dare open fire! The
KKK call be defeated. What is more
dangerous in the long run is that the
black protests have remained largely
isolated-and disarmed politically and
physically by liberal and pacifist
illusions.

Smash the Klan! For the right of self­
defense! Free Tommy Lee Hines! Drop
thechargesagainst Curtis Lee Robinson
,lnd the other SC1.C demonstrators!.
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Defend Keith Anwar!
,Save Dodge
Main...
(continued I"rom page 12)
Chrysler's most dIlapidated, outmoded
and inefficient physical facilities. Unlike
the equally old Jefferson Avenue plant
which was modernized a year ago to the
tunc of $17 million, Chrysler has not put
a cent into Dodge Main except what was
nceded for model changes. So it is
Dodge Main workers who have been
chosen as the first to be sacrificed.

The 2,000 Dodge Main workers who
packed their local hall on June :1 I'or
their regularly scheduled union meeting
were in no mood to listen to any of
Chrysler's con talk about rehiring
opportunities. They came prepared to
fight for their jobs, The main union
banner read, "No Dodge Main-!\o
Hamtramck-No Bacon and Eggs.
Keep Hamtramck Assembly Open."
Interspersed throughout the crowd were
other n\lmemade signs such as "Save
our BrcJd and Butter" and "Keep our
Family Together."

But the UAW bureaucracy had no
intention of permitting discussion of
any militant alternative to its gutless do­
nothing policies. After being herded
into a high school stadium, the Local :1
members sat through a rock band
performance, then heard local Demo­
cratic Party politicians and Internation­
al union reps promise that they would be
able to per~uade Chrysler to keep the
plant open. At even the slightest hint of
militancy the crowd roared, but the only
action which the International proposed
was that union members write their
Congressmen to demand Chrysler keep
the plant open.

After an hour, and without any
discussion, the bureaucrats disbanded
the rally, sending everybody home.
Nevertheless hundreds of dissatisfied
union members.hung around the union

hall, waiting for something to happen.
When UAW Local :1 president John
Smith came through the crowd an­
nouncing no more meetings, a number
of workers surrounded him yelling,
"What do you mean. no more meetings?
That was nothing but a pep rally!
Where's our meeting?" Another worker
shouted, "You're supposed to be leading
all these people he,:re! What the hell are
you going to doT' Unable to answer,
Smith just skulked off and left the scene
altogether.

From the very announcement of {he
Dodge Mainclosing, the UAW bureauc­
racy's policy has been surrender without
a fight. Local president Smith told WV,
"We don't want to make no threats."
(hen at a UAW press conference Marc
Stepp praised I'\cocca. supposedly in
contrast to "poor labor relations offi­
cials" at Chrysler. and promised sol­
emnly that he did not plan to "punish"
Chrysler with job actions in other
plants. Stepp even hinted that the union
might accept a "mothballing" of Dodge
Main, by which a skeleton crew 0'1'
workers would maintain its physical
plant.

While the brunt of the Hamtramck
layoffs falls on black workers, Stepp.
the UA W's only black International vice
president. shamelessly defended Chrys,­
ler's"right" to dispose of Dodge Main as
it sees fit: "If indeed they close the plant.
well, they own the plant, not the union
and not the workers." he told reporters.
But it is precisely the UAW bureaucra­
cy's bootlicking subordination to the
capitalist order that starids as the main
obstacle to Chrysler workers maintain­
ing their jobs! Rather than accepting
Chrysler's "right" to fire as it sees fit,
UAW members must demand militant
actions, including the sit-down strike. In
a situation where the company is likely
willing to take a strike as a convenient
means to wear down oversized invento­
ries, the response of the UAW must be

CHICAGO-Inland Steel has fired
militant Keith Anwar for honoring
the picket lines of striking United
Steelworkers (USWA) Local glgO.
Anwar, an apprentice millwright and
l.ocal 10 10 member, has been honor­
ing the lines since Local 8 IgO was
locked out May I. On May 18 he was
fired.

A leaflet defending Anwar distri­
buted to Inland steel workers June 5
points out:

"This is the second time in a year
Inland has victimized Anwar for his
trade union solidarity. Last summer
he honored the picket lines of Brick­
layers Local 6 and successfully defeat­
ed a company attempt to discipline
him, Anwar participated in mass
picketing by the bricklayers which led
to a shutdown of construction work
at Inland and victory for the strike... ,
"Our union power has already been
straight-jacketed by the EN A [the no­
strike "Experimental Negotiating
Agreement"]. Now Inland wants to
strip the USWA of every class­
struggle weapon. and drive serious
fighters like Anwar from the plant.
The steel barons want to push

effective and coordinated planl occupa­
tions where there are mass layoffs. Not
one job must be sacrificed to Chrysler's
profit-gouging greed! If Chrysler says it
cannot afford to operate its plants, then
militants must 'demand that they be
expropriated without compensation!

Thousands of Chrysler workers
recognize that Dodge Main may signal
their fate as well. The first upsurge of
militancy by auto workers at even a
single factory would threaten to spread
like wildfire through the Chrysler
plants, heavily concentrated in Detroit,
breaking the stranglehold of the UAW
bureaucracy and. ~tting the stage for a

sted workers around like they did
during the non-union era. This firing
threatens the right to strike, to set up
and defend picket lines-ultimately
the union itself. And how can our
union leaders really defend the
membership when they respect no­
strike pledges instead of picket lines?
"The fight to reverse this firing
urgently requires the support of rank­
and·file steel workers. Statements
supporting Anwar have been made by
leaders of Local 8180 and Bricklayers
Local 6. But it is Local 1010 backed
by the District which has the power to ,
defeat the company...."

While continuing the fight through
the union grievance procedure, An­
war has also filed sui't with the
National Labor Relations Board
against Inland. To help defray legal
expenses, a deknse fund has been
established. The Partisan Defense
Committee has made a donation to
the Keith Anwar Defense Fund and
~'f/V urges members and supporters of
the labor movement to do the same.
Contributions should be sent to: Keith
Anwar Defense Fund, Box 7914,
Chicago, Illinois 606XO.•

. .
powerful industrywide fight lor a
shorter workweek at no cut in pay to
provide jobs for all. Thc historic weapon
of the sit-down strike, through which
the UAW was built over 40 years ago,
must be reclaimed by auto workers
today in order to salvage their jobs and
working conditions from decaying
American capitalism.

For unlimited unemployment
benefits! For the unlimited right of
recall for laid-off workers! For govern­
ment takeover and financing of bank­
rupt SUB funds! For factory occupa­
tions to reverse plant shutdowns and
halt mass layoffs!.

Defend the Gains of October!
For a Socialist United States
of Europe!

The outbreak of imperialist world
war in 1914 signaled that the forces of
production had outgrown capitalist
property relations and the nation-state
system, and so required the internation­
al socialist reconstruction of society as
the only alternative to a barbaric orgy of
destruction. The 1917 Bolshevik Revo­
lution was the first great step toward the
Socialist United States of Europe.
However, the delay of socialist revolu­
tions in West Europe laid the basis for
the bureaucratic degeneration of Soviet
Russia (Stalinism). Committed to con­
ciliating imperialism in the name of
"~ocialism in one country," the Russian
Stalinist bureaucracy is an enemy of
proletarian revolution in the West. And
now the Mandelites tail the Stalinist
reformists while the Lambertists chase
after their social-democratic cousins.

The international Spartacist tendency
(iSt) is dedicated to the struggle to
reforge the Fourth International against
the rev,isionist opportunism of the
Mandels and Lamberts, Today the iSt is
unique in upholding the Trotskyist
principle of unconditional military
defense of the degenerated and de­
formed workers states against imperial­
ism, as part of a program for anti­
capitalist socialist revolution in West
Europe and proletarian political revolu­
tion against Stalinism in East Europe,
Genuine unity of Europe will not come
through chimerical "reform" of the
bosses' Common Market or the pipe­
dream of "detente" with imperialism,
but only through revolutionary action
of the workers, East and West!.

for social counlerrevolution in Edst
Germany, for its conquest by the West
German imperialist state! Such slogans
could well have been raised by Konrad
Adenauer in the 1950s and are today
raised by a wing of the ruling Social'
Democrats.

(continued from page 4)

similar to that of many left social
democrats.

EEC Elections...

OCRFI's Social-Democratic
Third Campism

While the USec's EEC election
platform contains one sentence on
Soviet defensism, its main rival, the
French-centered Organizing Committee
for the Reconstruction of the Fourth
International (OCRFI) led by Pierre
Lambert, does not even have this figleaf
of Trotskyist orthodoxy, Although the
Lambertist Organizing Committee is
boycotting the EEC elections, its moti­
vation for doing so places it to the right
of the Mandelites on the question.

The OCRFI opposes the Common
Market mainly because it perpetuates
the post-1945 "division of Europe,"
(centrally of Germany)-i,e., does not
extend into the Soviet bloc. In fact, the
imperialist bourgeoisies of the EEC very
much want to overcome the Cold War
division ofEurope by overthrowing the
proletarian state power and collectiv­
ized property of the Soviet bloc. The
OCRFI equates the West European
imperialist ruling classes with the Soviet
Stalinist bureaucracy as joint violators
of national self-determination for the
peoples of Europe. It explicitly equates
as enemies of the European working
classes NATO and the Warsaw Pact.
Such an equation is blatant abandon­
ment of the Trotskyist principle of
defense of the USSR against
imperialism.

Lambert & Co. come out against the
division of Germany with the following
slogans: "Unconditional unity of Ger­
many!" "Withdrawal of all occupation
troops, East and West!" "Down with the
Berlin Wall!" "Freedom of expression,
communication, assembly, for organi­
zations in all of Germany!" In concrete
realities these slogans amount to a call .

Eastern Europe and China for basic
democratic rights to organize" (Socialist
Voice, 21 May). This statement could
have been made by George Meany or
any Cold War social democrat from
Max Shachtman to WiUy Brandt. The
R WL is a political maggot which has
attached itself to the stinking corpse of
Canadian social democracy; as such its
campaign no more deserves the support
of workers than does that of its
host.

Alone among would-be socialist
organizations in Canada, the Trostkyist
League fought for a Leninist policy of
working-class independence and sup­
port for ·Quebec's right of self­
determination. As the TL wrote in the

May 1979 Spartaeist Canada: "In these
elections no candidates deserve even
critical support from revolutionaries.
The working class needs a new leader­
ship which will lead it forward in
the struggle for socialist revolution.
No Vote to the NOP! For a Workers
Party that Fights for a Workers
Government!" •

The formation of an "Islamic Republic" in Iran,
pledged to subjugate women through a return to

7th Century Koranic Jaw and the imposition of
the veil, has focused renewed worldwide

attention on the question of women's oppression,
The Spartacist League, a revolutionary socialist

organization, is sponsoring a bi·weekly class
series to explore the sources of and solutions to
the historic exploitation and special oppression

of over half the world's population.

New York Spartacist League
Class Series

Women &Revolution

• Marxism and Women's Rights (June 12)
• The Russian Revolution and Working Women (June 26)
• The Revolution Betrayed: The Rise of Stalinism (July 10)
• OrganiZing Against Special Oppression: PI Working-Class

Program for Vi~tory (July 24)

TIME: 730 p.m PLACE: New York University, Meyer Hall of Physics (Rm, 122),
4 Washington Place (two blocks east of Washington Squ-are Park)

For readings and more info, call 925-5665. Sponsored by NYU Friends of the Spartacus Youth League

Canadian
Election...
(continued from page 3)
the NOP and imagll1ary "independent"
candidates of the Quebec labor
bureaucracy.

Like the NOP, the RWL dropped all
demands for natibnalization (with or
without compensation) and omitted any
demands for Canada to get out of
NATO or NORAO, The RWL also
dropped its demand for withdrawal of
Canadian troops from the Near East,
where under UN auspices they serve as
border guards for Zionist expansion­

'ism. The RWLhasevendroppedpaying
lip-service to the Trotskyist position of
military defense of the degenerated I
deformed workers states from imperial­
ist attack or domestic counterrevolution
which was contained in its previous
electoral statements. Instead it re­
stricted itself to supporting "the
struggle of workers in the Soviet Union,
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FJII' Sit-Down Strlesto FigM Mass LIIoffs

ave uool!e main!

WV Photo

Dodge Main was one of the centers of
black militancy in Detroit in the late
1960s. In 1968 the Dodge Revolutionary
Union Movement (DR UM) organized a
highly effective boycott of two nearby
bars that refused to hire blacks, and
when do-nothing union officials sat on
their hands, led a wildcat strike protest­
ing company firings and discrimination.
Shortly thereafter Chrysler began to
hire Arab workers in large numbers. in
an attempt to break up the increasing
solidarity of the largely black work­
force. The company was in fact partially
successful in inflaming tensions between
Arab workers~economicallydesperate
and vulnerable to deportation. and
therefore initially less militant on the
shop floor-and black workers respon­
sive to a militant but nationalist ideolo­
gy. largely indifferent to the interests of
Arab' as well as white workers.

However, the succession of layoffs
that have gutted Dodge Main in recent'
years must serve as a sharp reminder of
the need for all auto workers-black.
white and Arab-to stand together to
defend their jobs. The huge eight-story
Dodge Main complex was once one of
the largest auto plants in the country.
and even today it houses two complete
assembly lines. But it is also one of

continued on page 11

"No Dodge Main­
No Hamtramck-
No Bacon and Eggs"

receive still further reduced benefits
from a second fund until it. too. is
drained.

• The state of Michigan has thus far
refused to extend the benefit period for
its measly unemployment insurance
from 26 to 52 weeks. Meanwhile
Governor Milliken has proposed a
whopping $85 million cutback in social
and welfare services and benefits.

• Under the contract. all workers
with under one year seniority receive no
SUB benefits.

• In June. Chrysler SU B benefits will
be reduced 20 percent for all workers
with under 20 years seniority.

• Even with bel1efits paid out at a
reduced level. the SUB fund is projected
to run dry in August. leaving only
workers with top seniority eligible to

idling 7.100 workers. But for Chrysler
workers the situation is even bleaker.
Some 13.000 Chrysler workers are
already out of a job. 6.000 in the Detroit
area. Far from there being openings for
new hiring. thousands of Chrysler
workers at Dodge Truck in Warren,
Michigan and St. Louis. at Lyons Trim.
at Trenton Engine-and 1.200 others at
Hamtramck who were given the axe last
winter-are on the street. most of them
laid off "indefinitely."

The Chrysler bosses. whose share of
the American market has slipped from
17 percent in 1970 to I I percent today.
are preparing new permanent firings
and plant closings to shore up their
ailing profits. lacocca. formerly top dog
at Ford. said as much in an interview
just before the Hamtramck plant closing
was announced: "You'll see a lot of
action in the next six months. We are
planning to cut costs. obviously" (De­
TroiT News. 30 May).

The Hamtramck workers are under
no illusion that they will face an easy
time once they are thrown into the
street. The United Auto Workers
(UAW) Supplementary Unemployment
Benefits (S U5) funds. designed to
provide protection to unemployed auto
workers for short-term layoffs. are
practically depleted at Chrysler. UAW
Chrysler division head Marc Stepp
announced recently that the balance had
slipped from $38 million in March to a
paltry $14.5 million today. For laid-off
Chrysler workers this means:

WV Phpto

Chrysler workers couldn't agree
more.

ing the shutdown at Dodge Main, but
WV is the only paper which tells the
truth from the standpoint of the
workers and has the program to take
the class struggle forward to victory.

The fact is. the U. S. economy has
begun its tailspin. The official unem­
ployment rate in Detroit stands at over 8
percent. Not only Chrysler but the
other auto giants have begun to layoff.
This week Ford announced a two-week
shutdown of three assembly plants.

"&

Rally at Dodge Main June 3: Workers want action, UAW tops say, "Write your Congressman."

ler employee has any reason to expect.
lacocca's assertion that the remaining
Hamtramck workers will fill jobs
opened up by "normal attrition" at
other plants is downright insulting to
the intelligence of Dodge workers.

When Chrysler announced the
complete shutdown of Dodge Main
last week. the 5.000 workers there
were stunned. They turned at first to
their union leaders, but at the June 3
rally of Dodge Main workers. all
UAW Chrysler Division head Marc
Stepp could offer was. "Write your
congressman." Yet someone did have
answers. Throughout the week at
plant gates across the city Chrysler
workers eagerly snatched up copies
of our last issue with its back-page
headline demanding, "UAW Must
Call Sit-Down Strikes!"

Some 176 copies of WV No. 232
have been sold to Dodge Main
workers, 118 at the Sunday union
rally alone. Sales at Warren Truck.
Lynch Road and Jefferson Assembly
brought total sales to Chrysler
workers to more than 225. "We need
to shut down all the plants here and
nationwide," one worker told WV.
"The companies wouldn't know what
hit them." Other left newspapers are
being distributed at the plants report-

WV a Hot Item in
Detroit

DETROIT-On May 29 the Chrysler
Corporation. the largest employer i~ the
Detroit area. announced its latest move
to prop up sagging profits: the 70-year­
old Dodge Main assembly plant in
Hamtramck. Michigan will be closed
down for good next summer. Of the
5.000 mainly black and Arab assembly
workers now employed-half the total
of four years ago-I.OOO will be sacked
this July and the rest a year later.

While Chrysler officials are hoping to
save up to $50 million from the
shutdown of Dodge Main. the picture is
a lot grimmer for the Hamtramck
workers. Stunned by the announcement
(the company didn't even bother to
inform the union of the plant closing
until an hour before it was announced to
the public). thousands of Hamtramck
workers-many with 15 years seniority
and more-will have to look for new
jobs. And hundreds of these know they
will never find them. The large number
of Arab workers. at one point as much
as a quarter of the workforce at Dodge
Main. will find it particularly difficult to
get work due to discrimination.

"Assurances" by company president
Lee lacocca that most of the Ham­
tramck workers will be placed in other
Detroit-area Chrysler plants are recog­
nized as pure bunk by the Dodge Main
workers. Chrysler claims that it will be
adding another 1,800 jobs to Jefferson
Avenue Assembly when it consolidates
its operations next year. To begin with
this would meanjobs for only a fraction
of the Hamtramck workforce. and for
these (mainly older) workers it means
starting at the hot/om of the seniority
ladder, with the hardest. dirtiest jobs.
Moreover. it assumes that the corpora­
tion's financial prospects will brighten
in the future. something that no Chrys-
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