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The 4,000 exhumed bodies (not ten or
fifteen thousand as is commonly
claimed) were those of the missing
Polish officers. Seeking to widen the rift
between the right-wing Polish
government-in-exile in London and the
Soviet Union, the Germans accused the
Russians of killing the officers. The
Kremlin, in turn, claimed (and contin­
ues to claim) that the Germans did it.

At the time the Germans assembled
an "international commission" of ex­
perts in forensic medicine who judged
that the bodies had been in the ground at
least three years, i.e., from 1940 (before

the German invasion) not 1941. It could
be argued that the Nazis coerced the
medical group into this verdict, al­
though they maintained the same
position after the war. Other evidence
(e.g., the victims' families stopped
receiving mail in 1940) also suggests that
the NKVD rather than the Gestapo or
the SS may have been the executioners
in Katyn.

In any case, revolutionary Marxists
do not support the indiscriminate killing
of the bourgeois officer caste any more
than that of factory owners or bourgeois
politicians. (Those personally responsi­
ble for crimes and atrocities against the
working masses are another matter;
they will certainly be subject to revolu­
tionary justice.) Nevertheless, Katyn is
not a crime against the Polish working
people. These were the military officers
of a fascistic, anti-Semitic dictatorship
which regularly butchered workers and
even bourgeois dissidents. Many of
them no doubt had participated in the
Ukrainian "pacification" campaigns.
Would Edward Lipinski and his com­
rades have shed any tears in 1940 over
the death of these military cadre of the
colonels' regime which killed, tortured
and imprisoned many Socialist Party
militants?

In 1929 the social democrats stated
that their former comrade-in-arms
Jozef Pilsudski now represented "the
disappearing world of Old Poland." But
the world of Old Poland did not simply
disappear; it was overthrown after
World War II by a social revolution
bureaucratically imposed by the Soviet
Union. But the remnants ofOld Poland,
above all, the Catholic church, survived
and even grew under Stalinist rule.
Today Old Poland raises its head,
threatening to return through a capital­
ist counterrevolution spearheaded by
Solidarnosc, which offers itself as a
company union for the Western bank­
ers, Radio Free Europe and the Penta­
gon. Polish Solidarity's counterrevolu­
tion must be stopped! Tempered in the
struggle against clerical nationalism, a
revolutionary Trotskyist vanguard
party must be built to lead a proletarian
political revolution that sweeps away
not only the despised Stalinist bureauc­
racy, but all of the reactionary filth
left over from Pilsudskiite Poland
besides.•

In the late 1930s the Polish govern­
ment actually proposed in the League of
Nations "international measures" to
remove 100,000 Jews a year from
Poland. And in one sense the regime
succeeded in this aim. Most of the
Polish Jews who emigrated to Palestine
fled not from the Nazi occupation but
from the Pilsudskiite regime. The
situation facing Jews under the bona­
partist military regime is described by
the liberal historian Sharp:

"In the last prewar years, under the
influence of the ephemeral friendship
with Nazi Germanv and under the
pressure of radically anti-Semitic

Der Spiegel
Exhuming bodies in Katyn Forest, 1943: mass_ere was no crime against the
Polish working class.

The Katyn Massacre: No Crime
Against Polish Workers

An important aspect of the current
glorification of Pilsudskiite Poland is
raking up the Katyn massacre as
supposedly the great crime of the
Soviets against the Polish people. Many
Solidarnose activists reportedly sport
badges with a cross and the word
"Katyn" on them. And in his widely
publicized speech to the Solidarnose
congress in September, the old social
democrat Edward Lipinski made the
"crime of Katyn" one of his main points
of attack against the regime:

" ... there was an article [in the Polish
army press] in which the bastards from
Solidarity and KOR were attacked for
still continuing to claim that Katyn was
a crime of the Russians. 'No,' they said,
'the Germans caused Katyn.' They dare
to spread this kind of lie in 1981."

-reproduced in New York
Review ofBooks, 19 November

When the Soviet army occupied
eastern Poland in September 1939 it
took about 250,000 prisoners of war.
After Nazi Germany attacked the USSR
in 1941 these Polish POWs were
released except for about 15,000, mainly
officers, who were never accounted for.
In 1943 Goebbels announced that the
Germans had discovered a mass grave in
the Katyn forest near Smolensk, Russia.

groups, the government of Poland
began quite openly to tolerate out­
breaks of violence against Jews which
spread from the universities to small
towns and villages."

-Poland: White Eagle on a Red
Field

Because these pogroms were carried
out by fascistic bands, rather than the
police and army, the Jews were able to
organize, often quite effectively, to
defend themselves. Experienced in
mortal combat against native Polish
anti-Semitism, in 1943 the Jewish

. community of Warsaw rose up against
the Nazi occupation and held out
against the German armed forces for
nine months! The Warsaw ghetto
uprising is a truly heroic chapter in the
history of the Polish working masses.
While Solidarnose wants to "rewrite
Polish history" to honor the reactionary
Pilsudskiite scum, revolutionary social­
ists honor the Polish Jewish workers
and ghetto poor who fought to their
deaths against the armed might of Nazi
Germany.

The Pilsudskiite nationalists did not
have to learn their anti-Semitism from
Hitler, Goebbels & Co. Polish national­
ism has historically been associated with
anti-Semitism, Jews being viewed as
Russifiers before 1917 and pro­
Bolshevist after the Russian Revolu­
tion. The official proclamation of an
independent Poland in November 1918
was "celebrated" by drunken mobs
attacking Jewish ghettos. One of the
first acts of the reconstituted Sejm was
to make it difficult for Jews to Polonize
their names, seeking in this way to
escape victimization at the hands of the
anti-Semites. The new Poland was the
country of the numerus clausus, the
restriction on Jewish admissions to the
universities. Moreover, the 1920-21
Russo-Polish war was accompanied by
a wave of large-scale pogroms, as Polish
nationalists looked upon Jews as a pro­
Bolshevik "fifth column." The Pilsud­
skiite high command interned Jewish
officers, many of them volunteers, in a
prison camp and transferred Jewish
soldiers to disciplinary labor battalions.

The Great Depression brought with it
a new wave of anti-Semitic violence,
directed in the first place at Jewish
merchants and university-trained pro­
fessionals, who competed economically
with the Polish Catholic petty bourgeoi­
sie. "The socialism of fools," the old
German social democrat August Bebel
called anti-Semitism. While Pilsudski
was not personally an anti-Semitic bigot
(Jews were among his legionnaires in
World War I), increasingly he tolerated
attacks on Jews by his right-wing
opponents, the National Democrats, as
well as by his supporters. Throughout
the 1930s there was an escalation ofanti­
Jewish violence, especially after Pilsud­
ski's death in 1935 when his successors
openly embraced anti-Semitic dema­
gogy. In 1930-31 a wave of attacks on
Jewish students swept the universities.
In the mid-'30s a mass campaign to
boycott Jewish merchants was organ­
ized. One of the major organizing forces
behind this campaign was the Roman
Catholic church. In a 1936 pastoral
letter Cardinal Hlond declared:

"It is an actual fact that Jews fight
against the Catholic Church, they are
free-thinkers, and constitute the van­
guard of atheism, bolshevism and
revolution. The Jewish influence on
morals is fatal.... It is a fact that the
Jews are embezzlers, usurers and
engage in the white-slave traffic."

-quoted in Simon Segal, The
New Poland and the Jews
(1938)

Polish Nationalism and
Anti-Semitism

bones'" (M.K. Dziewanowski, The
Communist Party of Poland [1976]).
Now it was effectively a one-man
dictatorship. A few years later Pilsudski
revised the constitution making the
president responsible only "before God
and history." Throughout the 1930s
strikes and protests were suppressed by
police terror, innumerable workers and
peasants were killed. And especially
after his death in 1935, "the regime of
the colonels" identified itself ideologi­
cally with fascism.
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was transformed into a police state
gradually, somewhat more gradually
than in the Italian case. Enjoying broad
popular prestige and the support of the
mass of the Socialist Party, he initially
attempted to rule with the consent of the
Sejm (parliament) while seeking a
rapprochement with the right. But the
masses' growing disillusionment with
Pilsudski expressed itself in the 1928
Sejm elections where the Socialists and
Communists and their respective allies
received 34 percent of the vote com­
pared to 26 percent for the Pilsudskiite
bloc.

Pilsudski's "honeymoon" period was
given the coup de grace by the capitalist
world's Great Depression. The regime
responded with the traditional right­
wing remedy of extreme deflation (now
revived by Margaret Thatcher), seeking
to drive down wages in order to make
Polish industry competitive on world
markets. Predictably this further de­
pressed the economy. Between 1929 and
1934 real national income fell by 25
percent-a tremendous drop. Under
pressure from their economically des­
perate working-class base and buoyed
by their 1928 electoral showing, the
social democrats finally moved toward
opposition. In 1929 the PPS' Robotnik
(which Pilsudski himself had founded in
the 189Os) declared:

"The Pilsudski of 1905, of 1914, of 1918
or. of 1920 belongs to history; the
Pilsudski of 1926-29 is the leader of the
disappearing world of Old Poland, the
Poland of the aristocratic societies, of
the "Leviathans" [industrial cartels], of
bureaucracy and the 'moral cleansing'."

-quoted in Hans Roos, A
History of Modern Poland
(1966)

The social democrats neglected to say
that until then they had s.upported, arms
in hand, the leader of Old Poland which
was not at all disappearing.

In fact, Old Poland soon struck back
at the social democrats. In 1930, shortly
before new Sejm elections, the leaders of
the so-called Center-Left opposition
were arrested on charges of high treason
and taken to Brese (Brest-Litovsk)
fortress where they were tortured.
Especially brutal treatment was meted
out to a prominent Jewish leader ofthe
Socialist Party, Herman Lieberman.
The 60-year-old Lieberman was repeat­
edly beaten into unconsciousness and
subjected to a mock execution. The
regime's sharp rightward turn in 1930
produced serious resistance among the
large Ukrainian minority. Pilsudski
responded with a "pacification" cam­
paign, conducted by the army and
police, which became an international
scandal for closing Ukrainian schools,
destroying Ukrainian organizations and
subjecting thousands of Ukrainians to
beatings, torture and prison.

After 1930, writes an anti-Communist
Cold War academic, the Pilsudski
regime "became known as the 'regime of
the colonels', who threatened their
political opponents with 'breaking their

Pilsudski ...
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France...
(continued from page 3)
switch roles and take over the CFDT's
position as transmission belt for the
Mitterrand government. And PCF
transport minister Charles Fiterman
zealously played his part, threatening
Air France and SNCF strikers (repeat­
ing the old bourgeois line that such
strikes inconvenience the "public") and
doing Reagan a favor by stopping
French air controllers' boycott of U.S.
planes in solidarity with their fired
American counterparts.

A class-struggle policy could have
won at Billancourt and Sandouville.
Not interminable limited work stop­
pages, but a full-scale offensive includ­
ing plant occupations. mass picket lines
to entirely shut down production and
the organization of workers self-defense
against management, to strike the entire
Renault chain. This would not only shut
down the R-4 model (over 20 years old)
produced at Billancourt, but also the
more profitable R-5 and R-9 models.
Also, democratically elected strike
committees, responsible before mass
assemblies of the workers, which could
become the embryos offactory commit­
tees and organs of workers control if the
struggle escalates.

Mitterrand's Bourgeois
Nationalizations

The PCF and CGT, while reluctantly
backing some limited walkouts, have
put all their energy into a propaganda
campaign in the plants singing the
praises of nationalized industry.
Mitterrand / Mauroy want to demon­
strate in practice that the nationalized
firms will be profitable. And to help
them out the Stalinists refuse to strike
plants producing the newer models key
to Renault's international sales drive.
This is the treacherous result of the
PCF/CGT "produce French" cam­
paign: safeguarding Renault profits at
the expense of wages and working
conditions.

Far from representing "first steps
toward socialism," or even an attack on
the contemporary equivalent of the "200
families," the government program of
nationalizations is intended to stream­
line French capitalism. It is limited to a
few monopolies-the Socialists broke
with Marchais' PCF in 1977 over the
latter's call for taking over several scores
of subsidiaries. The payoff to the
capitalist owners will be over $8 billion
in negotiable bonds-amounting to
more than $200 in tax revenues per
Frenchman. And in many cases the
previous management will be left in
place. Moreover, much of the manage­
ment personnel will be drawn from the
same pool ofcadres educated by the elite
National School of Administration as
before. There is not a hint of social
revolution in Mitterrand's program.

In fact, the primary motivation of the
Socialists' package of state takeovers is
economic nationalism-to "reconquer
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the domestic market." In a press
conference last month, Mitterrand
summed up his policy with the words,
"for us nationalization is a weapon to
protect France's production appara­
tus." The particular firms chosen either
need massive state subsidies for research
and investment to compete with Ameri­
can, German and Japanese giants; or
like ITT-France and ClI-Honeywell
they are "multinational" monopolies in
key sectors. Mitterrand calls his nation­
alizations the economic version of the
force defrappe [France's nuclear "deter­
rent"]. How right he is. The reformists
who call on the workers to sacrifice their
jobs and wages in order to protect
inefficient French industry will one day
call on them to give up their lives for the
defense of French imperialism. Ulti­
mately "produce French" means imperi­
alist war.

The Mitterrand government cannot
be pressured, reformed or cajoled into
expropriating the bourgeoisie; on the
contrary, the popular front of class
collaboration is committed to the
defense of capitalism-it is a road block,
not a stepping stone, to socialism. And
as the working class becomes increas­
ingly restive in the absence of the
promised changement, reformist and
centrist supporters of Mitterrand are
increasingly under fire. At the recent
Socialist Party "congress of victory" in
Valence, there was some stormy rhet­
oric. One orator even repeated Robes­
pierre's famous threat that "heads must
roll"-but only to justify the introduc­
tion of the spoils system in the state
bureaucracy! In the PCF ranks there is
growing discord, in several directions.
For the last few years Marchais' party
has vacillated back and forth between
traditional Moscow-loyal Stalinism and
"Eurocommunism." With PCF minis­
ters in Mitterrand's anti-Soviet cabinet
the heat is on not only to act as a
watchdog on the unions, but also to
definitively break the tie to the Kremlin.

Feeding on the climate of the Carter/
Reagan Cold War, a Eurocommunist
wing of this main party of the French
proletariat is demanding a return to a
full-fledged Union of the Left. There are
also elements, however, who balk at the
price required for PCF participation in
the government. A small group around
the newspaper I.e Communiste sees
itself as spokesman for an "anti­
opportunist current." Their October
issue complains that the PCF must now
enforce "austerity on the backs of the
workers"; an article on the walkout at
the SNCF denounces CGT tops for
blocking militant union action; Mitter­
rand's nationalizations, they say, repre­
sent "exploitation not socialization."
What is their alternative? It is indicative
that I.e Communiste seldom calls for
anything, for they have no real answer,
only the yearning for "better"
bureaucrats.

Today the "anti-opportunists" see the
source of all evil in the PCF's formal
abandonment of the dictatorship of the
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proletariat in 1976. But how are the
PCF's betrayals now so different from
before? What about the selling out ofthe
1968 general strike by PCF leader
Waldeck-Rochet, a far greater crime.
What about in 1947, when in a desperate
effort to maintain the faltering Popular
Front the Communist Party tried to
break a militant Renault strike by
labeling its leaders "anarcho-Hitlero­
Trotskyite wreckers." Or in 1945 when
Thorez declared "strikes are the arm of
the trusts" in breaking a strike of the
nationalized coal mines. And what of
the PCF in the Blum Popular Front of
1936 when Thorez made his famous
statement, "It's necessary to know how
to end a strike," in order to head off a
movement that promised to be the
beginning of the French revolution.

The Trotskyists alone have
consistently fought against these betray­
als, which necessarily flow from the
Stalinist dogma of "socialism in one
country." The Eurocommunist traitors
simply want to take this liquidationist,
nationalist program to its final conclu­
sion; the "anti-opportunists" pull back
in fear of the consequences.

The revolutionary proletarian oppo­
sition of the Trotskyist movement to
popular frontism is well known. So well
known, in fact, that when Mitterrand
came to office even bourgeois journal­
ists recalled that in 1936 it was Leon
Trotsky who called for "soviets every­
where" to take the general strike
forward to revolution. It was the centrist
Pivert, in contrast, who proclaimed that
"everything is possible" with the victory
of the popular front. (To which the
hard-nosed Stalinist Thorez replied that
"everything is not possible" ... and
proved it by quashing the strike.) Yet
today the behavior of the main ostensi­
blyTrotskyist organizations in France is
quite different from the intransigent
revolutionary opposition of Trotsky.
For a Krivine or Lambert "everything is
possible" ... if Mitterrand permits it.
And in the October striKes their role was
to protect the social democrats'from the
workers' anger.

Scandalously, the main demand of
the Ligue Communiste Revolutionnaire
(LCR) and the Organisation Commu­
niste Internationaliste (OCI) in the
Renault strike was for ... new bosses!
They appealed to the government to
come to the aid of the strikers against
the government-run corporation. "Re­
nault: Drive Out the Giscardian Man­
agement" was the red headline across
two pages of the LCR's Rouge (16-22
October). The government must "decide
to dismiss the entire management" of
Renault, said the OCI's Informations
Ouvrieres (17-24 October). Ironically,
the minister of industry to whom these
demands are directed is none other than
Dreyfus, the former president of Re­
nault who ran the company with an iron
hand for decades. It would be comical if
this weren't such an insidious attempt to
divert the workers' struggles onto the
parliamentary road in the service of the
popular front.

In 1947 the French Trotskyists called
for extending the Renault strike into a
strike by all metal workers, and then for
a general strike. Today, the OCI/LCR
pseudo-Trotskyists refuse to call even
for a strike of the entire Renault chain,
for fear that it would put in jeopardy
Mitterrand's program of nationaliza­
tions. Where Trotskyists fight for
expropriation of the bourgeoisie by a
workers government, these fakers sup­
port the social-democratic nationaliza­
tions by a popular front, "generous"
compensation to the bosses and all. And
where Trotsky stood with Liebknecht in
the tradition of communist anti­
militarism-"not a penny, not a man" to
the bourgeois army-the LCR has now
made its main campaign the reduction
of the period of conscription to six
months (which, moreover, is a plank in
the PS program).

The contrast with the program of
authentic Trotskyism could not be more
striking. The founder of the Fourth

Corrections
In the article, "For Labor Action

to Bring Down Reagan" (WV No.
289, 25 September), we noted that
despite the mounting anger of the
American working class against
Reagan it remains no less anti­
communist, particularly on issues
of foreign policy. But things aren't
quite as bad as we said, mistakenly
referring to "a poll taken at the
demonstration [which] claimed a
majority of those questioned sup­
ported a stronger military." In fact,
the poll taken by Public Interest
Television showed the opposite. A
majority were against Reagan's war
budget, 19 percent in favor and 24
percent wanted even more military
spending.

In WV No. 291,23 October, we
reported that at its "All People's
Congress" at Detroit's Cobo Hall,
Workers World did not sell the
previous issue of its paper which
carried an article by Sam Marcy
admitting that Polish Solidarnosc is
counterrevolutionary. The issue of
Workers World sold at Cobo Hall
did include an article with the
Marcyites' line on Poland. How­
ever, as we had predicted, they did
not raise the key question of Polish
Solidarnosc during the Congress
for fear of alienati~ the liberals.

International wrote of the Popular
Front of the 1930s:

"Only conscious traitors or hopeless
muddleheads are capable of thinking
that it is possible to keep the masses
immobilized up to the moment when
they will be blessed from above by the
government of the People's Front.
Strikes, protests, street clashes, direct
uprisings are absolutely inevitable in the
present situation. The task of the
proletarian party consists not in check­
ing and paralyzing these movements but
in unifying them and investing them
with the greatest possible force."

-Leon Trotsky, "For
Committees of Action,
Not the People's Front"
(November 1935)

The pseudo-Trotskyists spit on the les­
sons of class struggle since 1914: the so­
cial democrats in power are agents of the
bourgeois state no less than Gaullists or
Giscardians. The LCR/OCI now be­
come the "best builders" of the popular
front with a program which makes
Pivert's "fighting popular front" look
like raving ultraleftism in comparison.
The LCR proclaimed the "far left" to be
the "third component of the majority"
after the PS and'PCF. Actually it is the
fourth-don't forget the token bour­
geois politicians. As for their real
function it is as a fifth wheel of the
popular front.

The Ligue Trotskyste de France,
section of the international Spartacist
tendency, defends the masses' struggles
for elementary trade-union demands
against the "popular" government. We
oppose "national defense" of the bour­
geois state and poisonous economic
protectionism. We oppose the virulent
anti-Soviet policy of the Mitterrand
government, supported both by the
PCF and the now tame "far left." No
unity with the agents of imperialism,
defenders of capitalism, betrayers of the
workers! For the rebirth of the Fourth
International! •

Spartacist League Forum

Time Runs Out in Poland

Stop Solidarity's
Counterrevolution!
Speaker: Joseph Seymour

SL Central Committee

Friday, Nov. 20, 7:30 p.m.
Room 501 Schermerhorn Hall
Columbia University
For more information: (212) 267-1025
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S.F. Phone...
(cont inued from page 12)
in which he underlined the demand,
"Finks out of the union." Ikegami
observed:

"Workers are looking around at the
union and how weak it has gotten.
They're also looking at Reagan in
power, his concerted attack on the
unions and minorities and his drive
toward World War Ill. And they want
answers. Left-talking out-bureaucrats
like former E-Board members Contre­
ras and Carreras not only have no
strategy to fight, but are not even
running in this election. People are
looking to the Militant Action Caucus."

The caucus ran a hard aggressive
campaign, talking to workers at more
that half the 70-plus work locations in
the city. They set up a coffee truck at the
two biggest phone buildings and work­
ers employed by the phone company
from all unions stopped to talk, not just
CWA members. Non-unionized cafete­
ria workers and phone company service
representatives were interested in
MAC's demands for organizing the
unorganized in an industry-wide union
for all communications workers.

Debby Taylor, one of the first black
woman splicers in San Francisco, fired
by the phone company in 1978, cam­
paigned with MAC members and told
fellow unionists, "Vote MAC. They got
my job back. That should tell you what
they're about." With this kind of
response to the MAC campaign, refor­
mist opponents in the union were on the
defensive. Phone worker Carolyn Lund,
a prominent supporter of the reformist
Socialist Workers Party, coyly declined
to say who she was going to vote for but
said of the Imerzel slate, "I've seen
worse."

The Militant Action Caucus ran on a
hard-hitting class-struggle program,
including such positions as: "For mili­
tant mass picket lines that no one
crosses" and "No layoffs, forced trans­
fers, or downgrades... For a shorter
work week with no cut in pay. For union
control of hiring, transfers and up­
grades. Organize the unorganized ....
Abolish absence control! Stop reform
school conditions in traffic." MAC
argued that the union must defend the
specially oppressed: "Down with all

State Dept.
Socialists...
(continued from page 7)
I IO percent from the Shachtmanite
tradition. We pointed out to them at the
time that the heart of Shachtmanism
was the Russian question and that while
they employed a different terminology
("state capitalism" rather than "bureau­
cratic collectivism") their methodology
and conclusions are classical Shacht­
manism. Eight years and innumerable
splits later, having passed through
lumpen rage and gay pride phases, the
RSL now finds itself squarely in the
"State Department socialist" camp in
Poland. Its greeting to the pro­
Solidarnosc rally hailed it as "an
important event in forging a movement
that will support the Polish workers'
struggle and that will condemn any
effort by the Polish government to
destroy that struggle and any form of
intervention by the Russian imperialists
or the V.S. imperialists." The "balanc­
ing" reference to the V.S. imperialists is
sheer cynicism. Everyone knows that
the U.S. imperialists are, to the tune of
hundreds of thousands of dollars, the
most enthusiastic supporters of
Solidarnosc.

In the manner of a Ross Macdonald
detective novel, the rally presented the
complex family tree of American "state
capitalist" anti-Sovietism, including its
bizarre offshoots. And representing
the bizarre offshoots was C.L.R. James.
A Trotskyist in the 1930s, James
split over the Russian question in 1940
and for a while linked up with Shacht-
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Campaigning for
Bay Area MAC

candidates. Paul
Costan and

Kat Burnham
(above),

Bobbl Sinnott
(lower left,

dark jacket),
Debby Taylor
(lower right).

racist immigration laws! Full citizenship
rights for foreign workers. Support
busing, pass the ERA. Full democratic
rights for homosexuals."

The critical need for the union
movement to come out in defense of the
air traffic controllers was emphasized:
"Victory to the PA TeO strike! Labor:
shut down the airports! For the right to
strike for all public employees." And the
MAC made it clear that it has a program
of class struggle to defend the workers'
interests down the line:

"Down with Reagan's anti-Soviet war
drive. For labor action to bring down
Reagan! Not a dime, not a votelor the
strike-breaking, wage-freezing, job­
cutting Democrats and Republicans.
Expropriate Ma Bell without compen­
sation. Build a workers party based on
the unions to fight for a workers
government which will seize all major
industry without compensation to the
capitalist bosses."

MAC won more new contacts and
supporters in the local and made greater
election gains than ever before. The next
task must be the building of a nation­
wide MAC, which could oust the union

man, subsequently developing a peculiar
amalgam of workerist syndicalism and
black nationalism. James had the
dubious distinction of engaging in the
most virulent anti-Soviet tirade at the
rally. Indeed,he sounded like a lecturer
at the Pentagon War College overcome
with delirium at the happy turn of events
in Poland: "The Russian army was
supposed to march through Poland and
go to the Atlantic.... Today after
Poland the Russian army is going
nowhere." This fantasy of NATO
militarism was greeted with wild
applause.

Solidarnosc Has No Left Face
Supposedly representing Solidarnose

was Tadeusz Kowalik, listed in the
program as an "economist and frequent
advisor to Solidarity." Kowalik told
WV he was not authorized to speak for
the organization. And indeed, he at­
tempted to present a left face for
Solidarnose, which it does not have in
reality.

Misjudging the leftism of his audi­
ence, Kowalik felt obliged to explain
why in Solidarnose' 43-page program
the term "socialism" was not mentioned
once. To grasp the enormous signifi­
cance of this, one must remember that
for the past fifty or hundred years every
workers movement in Europe, very
much including the Polish, has consid­
ered itself socialist in some sense.
Kowalik maintained that the Solidar­
nose membership was "attached to the
socialist values despite [the fact] that
they do not like the socialist vocabu­
lary." When Lech Walesa tells Ameri­
can television that the U. S. is a "model"
for the system he wants to create in
Poland, does Kowalik think he is

traitors and lead a real class fight.
We reprint below excerpts from the

MAC campaign leaflet.

Down with the Anti-Soviet War
Drive!

The union-busting, racism and mass
unemployment that Reagan has pro­
mised are the domestic component of a
war drive beginning in El Salvador.
While the CWA brass is knifing union
members in the back at home, it
supports imperialist assaults against
working people abroad.

Our union must stand with our class
brothers and sisters who are fighting
against the savage right-wing junta in El
Salvador, with the workers and peas­
ants whose homes and union halls are
being destroyed. The Militant Action
Caucus calls for the military victory of
the left-wing insurgents. Longshoremen
(the ILWU) must implement their
boycott of all military cargo to El
Salvador. Thousands are fleeing the
civil war and seeking refuge in the U.S.

expressing "socialist values" despite the
rejection of a "socialist vocabulary"?

Kowalik had the gall to claim Rosa
Luxemburg as an intellectual inspirer of
Solidarnosc. We will not belabor
Luxemburg's virulent hostility to all
forms of Polish nationalism, especially
Pilsudski's, but simply limit ourselves
narrowly to her economic views. Ac­
cording to Kowalik, Luxemburg "criti­
cized the statist tendency in the thinking
of the Second International, first of all
the German Social Democracy." Ko­
walik to the contrary, it was the right
wing of German Social Democracy,
represented by Eduard Bernstein, which
envisaged socialism as a system of
autonomous producers-the old name
for "self-management." In her famous
polemics against Bernsteinian revision­
ism Luxemburg insisted that in produ­
cer cooperatives the workers must play
"the role of capitalist entrepreneur
against themselves." Like all classical
Marxists, Luxemburg considered cen­
tralized planning and administration
the ABC of the socialist economic
program.

To speak of Rosa Luxemburg's views
and the clerical-nationalist Solidarnose
in the same breath is an outrage. Had
Kowalik given this speech, with its
appeals to the revolutionary Marxist
Rosa Luxemburg as well as the liberal
Stalinist Oskar Lange, to the recent
Solidarnosc congress, he surely would
have been booed down.

Harrington: The Idiot Big Lie

But Kowalik's falsifications were
modest compared to those of Harring­
ton, whose demagogy approached the

Labor must use its power to stop the
deportations and win asylum for the
victims of junta terror.

El Salvador is just a way-station in
Washington's war drive against Cuba
and Russia. Power in Washington
passes from one nuclear trigger-happy
nut to the next, and labor misleaders
march in lock-step support to their anti­
Soviet holy war.

Vote Ikegami, Costan and
Burnham

MAC warned before our last inter­
national convention that if unopposed,
AT&Ts reorganization will mean the
former CWAer, for supervisor.
question is not settled. We can and must
fight. In British Columbia a few months
ago 10,000 phone workers occupied the
central offices. They proved the union
really has power.

Only the MAC has fought to mobilize
the power of the union to stop company
attacks. We have built for strike action
to defend the membership of the union.
It was MAC that opposed the new
union/company class collaboration
fact-finding procedure. When our local
budding bureaucrats supported the
usual cynical politicians for city elec­
tions, it was the MAC that campaigned
for Spartacist candidate Diana Cole­
man, a socialist union militant and
former CWAer, for supervisor.

When the fascists threatened to
march in San Francisco on Hitler's
birthday it was the MAC that helped
build the April 19 Committee Against
the Nazis (ANCAN). Seventy-five
phone workers demonstrated under our
union banners with 1,200 other union­
ists, socialists and minorities at the Civic
Center where the Nazis planned to have
their rally. Not only were the Nazis
afraid to show up, they haven't been
seen in town since.

MAC stands for mobilizing the power
of labor to fight for a workers party and
workers government to seize all major
industry (like Ma Bell) without compen­
sation to the bosses. Only a workers
government and a planned economy run
to serve the needs of working people­
not profit-can stop the economic ruin,
racism, and threat of thermonuclear
extinction that the Reagan Years
promise.•

Goebbels/Vyshinsky Big Lie technique:
"They will sing hymns to the blessed
Virgin Mary as part of the struggle for
freedom and socialism. And one must
understand those hymns become revo­
lutionary anthems.... " This is like
saying someone who declares himself an
atheist on every possible occasion, who
spits on crucifixes and wants churches
to disappear from the face of the earth is
really struggling for Christianity. But
Harrington went even further: " ... that
is the socialist movement in Poland; that
is the Marxist movement in Poland; that
is the communist movement in Poland."
Well, we have a proposition for brother
Harrington. Go to Gdansk, to a meeting
of the Solidarnose executive and tell
them-not gullible American radicals­
that they are leading a socialist, nay, a
Marxist and a communist movement in
Poland. But we suggest you start a fund
beforehand to pay for the hospital bills
incurred as a result of this act of political
fl1lly.
. Outside the rally salesmen were

distributing the first issue of an English­
language Bulletin Solidarnosc, pub­
lished by a veritable interlocking direc­
torate of the fanatically anti-communist
AFL-CIO bureaucracy and "the Com­
pany." This bulletin is a joint project of
the Polish Workers Task Force, set up
by the official AFL-CIO youth support
group Frontlash, the League for Indus­
trial Democracy, and the obscure
Washington-based Polish Watch Cen­
ter. The next time some student radical
buys a Solidarnosc T-shirt, just remem­
ber it is being brought to you by the
racist, chauvinist, hardline Cold Warri­
ors of the AFL-CIO executive, whose
relation to the CIA is more than just a
nodding acquaintance.•

WORKERS VANGUARD



whip up public anti-strike sentiment and
organizing marches and jogs across the I

Brooklyn Bridge. A workers party
would have countered by galvanizing
the rest of New York City labor in a fight
to save this city. Massive federal
funding-restoration of all cuts in jobs
and service and free mass transit. We
must dump the present misleaders and
elect a class-struggle leadership in the
unions. We need a workers party to fight
for a workers government to set up a
planned economy based on use rather
than profit.

Kartsen and Brewer Offer a
Fighting Strategy-A Program to
Win!

• Defend the right to strike. Smash the
Taylor Law-America can't run with­
out the New York subways. Defend the
dues checkoff!

• Fight! Strike! Fight! Strike! Dump
the bureaucrats, build a class-struggle
leadership! No contract, no work! Shut
it down tight! Bring out LIRR, PATH,
SIRTOA, MSBA, Conrail and private
lines for a joint mass transit strike! All
contracts to expire January I-it's good
striking weather. For elected strike
committees subject to instant recall.
Open negotiations-no "secret deals"!
Mass picketing. Mass rallies to win
public support.

• We won't pay with our lives!
Remember Jesse Cole and Al Lamberti.
For the right to strike over health and
safety. Shut down unsafe jobs!

• Fight to win back lost wages and
benefits! Stop the productivity drive!
For massive federal funding to restore
the subways. Double our wages and
restore all cuts in jobs and services. A
shorter work week at no loss in pay­
jobs for all. 100% COLA. We need full,
quality health and dental plans and a 20­
year full-pay pension.

• Equal pay for equal work. Scrap the
"wage progression" scale-full parity at
the highest level for TA, MABSTOA
and private lines workers. System-wide
seniority based on total time on the job.

• Union action to fight racial oppres­
sion and discrimination. For union
control of hiring, training and upgrades.
For labor/black/Latino mobilizations
to smash KKK/Nazi terror. Down with
all racist immigration laws! Full citizen­
ship rights for foreign workers.

• For labor action to bring down
Reagan! Not a dime, not a vote for the
strikebreaking, wage-freezing, job­
cutting Democrats and RepUblicans.
Build a workers party based on the
unions to fight for a workers govern­
ment which will establish a planned
economy to serve the needs of working
people, not profit..

Detail blowup of the TWU calendar photo for November
1981 (left): comparison with an honest photo (right)
shows that the call for a general strike In the Bay Area In
1974 has been erased. The words "general" (before
"strike"), "Spartacist League" and "Spartacus Youth
League" have been censored throughout the photo. But
workers' militancy cannot be suppressed with white
paint.

must lead labor/minorities to stop these
racist attacks.

For Labor Action to Bring
Reagan Down

Reagan is trying to provoke WWIlI
from El Salvador to Cuba to Poland in
his crazed anti-Soviet war drive. U.S.
capitalists and politicians hate the
Soviet Union for the same reason they
hate unions-they get in the way of
corporate profits. The USSR is no
workers' paradise, but Soviet workers
don't have to fear for their livelihoods.
Russian workers have a lot of scores to
settle with the likes of Brezhnev, just as
we do with the likes of Lawe. But we're
better off with some union than no
union at all, and the Soviet workers are
better off having kicked out their
capitalists and organized a planned
economy. International working class
solidarity means we stand with the
workers and peasants of Russia, El
Salvador and Cuba against Reagan.
He's trying to finance his military
budget with welfare, social security and
pension funds-meanwhile New York
City rots for lack of federal aid. Labor
actions can stop Reagan's anti-Soviet
war drive.
A Workers Party to Fight For
Workers' Rights

Reagan is mobilizing the state against
the unions-invoking every anti-labor
law on the books, using the courts to
back them up and the cops to enforce
them. Racist strikebreaking Koch just
won another four years in office. Both
Lawe and Cherry supported Democrat
Barbaro who ushered in the Emergency
Financial Control Board that threw city
workers' pension funds down the Big
MAC rathole. Remember Democrat
Carter paved the way for Reagan. And
where were these "friends of labor"
during our strike? Koch ran a political
anti-strike campaign, using t~e media to

TWU candidate for president, Ed
Kartsen (left). Executive board

.. candidate Dave Brewer.-
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chance during the last strike. Cherry and
Warren were both members of the Good
Contract Committee. In the midst of the
strike they put out a strike bulletin
declaring full confidence in Lawe to
negotiate a good contract. And they had
power-they had a majority on the
Executive Board that authorized Lawe
to compromise on the givebacks. When
Lawe voted to send us back to work with
a lousy contract and whopping fines, the
"dissidents" never fought to stay out!
Instead, they ran to the courts to fight
Lawe and "challenge" the Taylor Law­
the same courts that stuck us with the
fines and took away our dues checkoff!

Stop Racist Atta.cks!
For Labor/Black Defense

The "dissidents" see the courts as the
main way to fight Lawe. Mike Warren
brags about the suits he's brought
against the union, and is currently suing
the union over the disappearance of the
strike fund. It's suicidal to open our
union to the courts that Reagan just
used to fire the air controllers and
decertify their union. Let's be clear, the
government is the tool of big business,
and the courts serve their interests. Keep
the government out of our union-we
can clean our own house. We must rely
solely on our own mobilized strength to
get what we need.

Keep the Taylor Law Judges
Out of Our Union!

The Klan and Nazis are emboldened
by Koch's openly racist policies under
Klandidate Reagan's government.
When a cross was burned on brother
Walter Webb's lawn in the Bronx last
November, hundreds of union brothers
should have been there the next night to
protect his house. No reliance on the
killer cops-only labor/black mobiliza­
tions can crush these vermin. The TWU"No-Strike" Lawe and the "Yes,

Lawe" Dissidents

Kartsen and Brewer are the only
candidates who recognize that the strike
is our only weapon, the only power we
have. Now our right to strike is at stake
and the existence of our union is being
challenged-they've already revoked
our dues checkoff. WE MUST PRE­
PARE THE UNION TO FIGHT.

We won't get one thin dime without a
strike. Unlike PATCO this union has
tremendous power-we can strike
against Koch/Reagan and win! Ameri­
ca can't run without the New York
subways. Let them try to run this
dilapidated system with the National
Guard. The last time we got a decent
contract was in 1966. It took a 12-day
strike and six of our union leaders in jail
but we busted the no-strike Condon/
Wadlin Act and won a 15% wage hike
despite LBJ's 3.2% freeze. That contract
was a pacesetter for unions across the
country and led to the 20-year pension
in 1968. Let's fight to win back what we
lost! It took strikes to build the unions,
it will take strikes to defend them. The
TWU can lead the way, but we need
some leaders who are willing to fight.
Kartsen and Brewer accept that
challenge.

It wasn't the Taylor Law that beat us
in 1980, it was our own misleaders.
Never before has this union accepted the
no-strike laws and there was no reason
to during the last strike. A fighting
leadership would have dug in and stayed
out until New York City-North Amer­
ican center of high finance and
commerce-ground to a halt. That's
power. Quill said it in '66 when they
served him a back-to-work order. He
ripped it up and told the judge to "Drop
dead in his black robes."

i i,e "diSSIdents" claim they'll do it
different than Lawe, but they had their

Lawe wants to give up the right to
strike altogether and the "dissidents"
offer no alternative. At the convention
Cherry's Cars and Shops Team voted
for Lawe's plan to eliminate the polic\
of "no contract. no work" and to
"establish procedures for impartial res­
olution of collective bargaining" (bind­
ing arbitration equals slow death.) CaD'
didates from both slates make the
same pitch: "The strike's old-fashioned,
outdated ... we'll get you a good
contract without a strike." HOW?
Ravitch, Simpson, Koch and Reagan
are not going to give usa damned
thing-in fact they intend to take back
what we've won. The next round won't
just be the TWU vs. the TA and Koch­
we'll be up against Washington. All the
big ;.:ity mayors got Reagan's message:
bml the public workers unions. Koch
ha' targeted the TWU-traditional
leader of city workers-for the PATCO
treatment. We need a leadership that's
pre"ared to mobilize the power of this
unIon to get what we need.

This Election Offers a
Referendum on the Last Strike

TWU ...
(continued from page 12)
shut the system down on the day of
Cole's funeral. Such a dramatic expres­
sion could have ignited this explosive
situation and galvanized all the bitter
outrage as the TA sought to impose a
whopping fare increase and make
transit workers the scapegoats.

Kartsen and Brewer are the only
candidates in the TWU elections who
are fighting to defend the right to strike.
They say, "Racist strikebreaker Koch is
trying to kick this union to the back of
the bus ... TWU must lead black and
white to smash the Reagan/Koch cuts."
They demand: restore the subways and
abolish the fares. These candidates have
put forward a program to defend the
TWU against the concerted capitalist
attack. We reprint below their campaign
leaflet.
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MAC Victor~ in CWA Local 9410 Exec Board Elections

.[ Phone Militant Wins
SAN FRANCISCO, November 12­
Today Kathy Ikegami, a Militant
Action Caucus (MAC) member and
union steward, was elected to the
executive board of Communications
Workers of America (CWA) Local
9410. Ikegami received 272 votes,
netting 40 percent of the plant depart­
ment vote; MAC candidates Paul
Costan and Kat Burnham received 219
and 166 votes respectively, polling one
third and one fourth of the votes cast
for plant executive board. Once again,
as in 1978, the membership has voted
to put a MAC candidate on the E­
Board. Ikegami's vote reflects an
important percentage of workers in the
local who see in the MAC class­
struggle program the way to lead the
union forward.

In the context of the Reagan years,
particularly following the vicious
busting of the PATCO air controllers
union, the MAC victory was all the
more significant. Within the American
labor movement, the CWA is notori­
ous for its ties to the capitalist
government, from the Democratic
Party to the CIA-connected American
Institute for Free Labor Development

(AIFLD). Yet MAC told union
members the hard truth: calling for
labor action to bring down Reagan,
break all CWA ties to the bloody
AIFLD, for military victory to Salva­
doran leftists, and to stand with the
workers of Cuba and Russia against
Reagan's anti-Soviet war drive. De­
spite claims by various pseudo­
militants that union oppositions must
be limited to simple bread-and-butter
issues, the MAC ran on its full
program .. .and won.

The sellout policies of incumbent
local president Jim Imerzel drove most
of the membership to vote with their
feet in this election. In the lowest ballot
return in the local's history, Imerzel
was reelected with only 527 votes in a
local of 4,000. One issue in the
elections was a new so-called "impar­
tial," "fact-finding" procedure which
strips the local steward's power to
process grievances and gives the
phone company the right to interro­
gate workers about their grievances.
As a MAC leaflet put it. "But who
wants impartiality. The best stewards
are the ones who are biased as hell, in
the members' favor." The Militant

Newly elected
CWA Local 9410
Executive Board

member, MAC
spokesman Kathy

Ikegami (right).

Action Caucus is calling on stewards
to refuse to cooperate with this bogus
"fact-finding" and for the local right to
strike to settle all grievances.

During the campaign the caucus had
to work against the demoralization,
disgust and anti-union sentiment
which years of bureaucratic control
have produced. One black worker told
MAC he remembered their work

building ANCAN (April 19 Commit­
tee Against Nazis) which stopped the
Hitler-lovers from marching in San
Francisco in 1980. He'd like to vote for
MAC, he said, but he had never joined
the union because of the company
finks and the steward structure.
Caucus members gave him a union
card to sign and an election brochure

continued on page 10

Militants Run in TWU Elections

Transit Workers Can Bust
Union-Buster Koch!
With the contract deadline less than

five months away the Transport Work­
ers Union (TWU) Local 100 of New
York is coming under heavy attack, with
racist strikebreaker Mayor Koch lead­
ing the pack. Almost daily the press
screams "Doomsday Express, Tunnel of
Death" headlines; the Daily News
snidely refers to the "goldbrick" transit
workers. Now Koch is threatening to
bring in outside contractors to repair the
subways. Meanwhile, Reagan has deci­
mated the PATCO air controllers union
as he enforces his austerity program
against labor, poor and black people. In
this context the future of the TWU is at
stake. It is a prime target because it is
seen as a heavily black union in a city of
minorities and foreigners. Ford, Carter,
Reagan have all had the same message,
"NYC: Drop Dead." But in the 1966
transit strike the union ripped up a
back-to-work order and told the judge
to "drop dead in his black robes" ... and
they won.

The fiscal crisis in New York is the
race question because racism has every­
thing to do with who and what gets cut
under capitalism. But the TWU has the

12

power to challenge Reagan and Koch.
New York is still the center of American
finance capital-Wall Street and Mid­
town can't run without the subways to
haul the workforce in. As at the time of
the 1974-75 NYC fiscal crisis and the
1980 transit strike, the TWU could lead
Harlem, the poor, and even sections of
the middle class who are facing the
Reagan/ Koch budget ax.

This raises the question of leadership
in this key union. The TWU members
owe the humiliating and costly 1980
defeat to the sellout bureaucrats, the
Cherry people as well as Lawe. The
current Local 100 elections for officers
pose an opportunity. In addition to the
usual careerists, a genuine opposition
has emerged-militants who recognize
the need to strike and for a class-struggle
strategy to win. Ed Kartsen, who is
running for president, and David
Brewer, executive board candidate are
proven militants. Last July, when black
motorman Jesse Cole was left bleeding
to death in his crumpled cab while the
Transit Authority (TA) blamed him for
the crash, Kartsen and Brewer fought to

continued on page 11 TWU contingent marches on Labor Day, NYC, September 7.
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