



































ing in a bayou after being beaten to
death. The body of a 14-year-old black
male wearing a CORE (Congress of
Racial Equality) T-shirt turned up in the
Big Black River but was never even
identified. Since Reconstruction, no
white man has ever been convicted of
murdering a black man in Mississippi.

G-Men Ran the Klan

was active in the Gulfport struggle told
Young Spartacus, “It worked! Not only
were we not arrested or beat up, but the
restaurant began to serve blacks. It was
an impressive demonstration of how the
power of labor .could be brought to
bear.”
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local sheriff’s office, in reality the FBI
rode with the Klan. The Klan could
hardly take a match to a freedom school
or knot a noose without federal agents
knowing. As Patsy Sims relates in The
Klan (1978), “in the midsixties FBI

inequality in the states of the Old Con-
federacy through mass protests that
would force the federal government to
intervene and establish equal rights
before the law—“Northernizing the
South.” The Southern system of Amer-
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program targeted
black leaders:
“prevent the

rise of a

‘black messiah’.”

But John F. Kennedy and his “Camelot”
courtesans were worried that more than
cosmetic changes might be demanded.
They feared the movement could escape
the control of liberal preachers and bust
up their alliance with the Dixiecrats.

ization. At one time in 1965, nearly two
thousand of the FBIl-estimated ten
thousand Klan members were its own
informers.” Unlike the agents the gov-
ernment placed in black and left
organizations to disrupt and spy on
them, the FBI “informers” in the Klan
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served as loyal dual agents of both
organizations. They doubled as the
“kleagles” and “kluds” who perpetrated
racist terror.

The FBI's most infamous informant

in the Klan was Gary Rowe, a leader of
a KKK *“action squad.” Rowe was
involved in the bombing of the 16th
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham in
1963 which took the lives of four little
black girls. Rowe organized the May
1961 attack by 1,000 Klansmen which
left freedom riders lyingin pools of their
own blood in Southern bus terminals.
In 1965 Rowe was in the car from
which civil rights worker Viola Liuzzo
was shot to death on a highway out-
side Selma, Alabama. Subsequently the
Liuzzo family brought a $2 million suit
against the FBI in 1983, charging that

i

SNCC-organized Lowndes'County (Alabama) Black Panther Party stood for

policy, directed by the likes of liberal
darlings like Bobby Kennedy. Asanarm
of the capitalist state, the FBI’s mission
was to disrupt, derail, and “neutralize”
black and red organizations because the
struggle for black equality represents
the social tinder that can blow this coun-
try apart. In 1963, then-attorney general
Robert Kennedy authorized FBI wire-
taps on Martin Luther King, part of a
years-long FBI campaign against him
which included spreading gossip and
innuendo about his personal life in an
attempt to drive King to suicide. RFK’s
Justice Department “observers” were
notorious for coolly standing aside and
jotting down notes while racist thugs
cracked open the skulls of civil rights
marchers. Sometimes FBI men openly
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independence from the Democrats and for self-defense against racist terror.

Rowe was in fact the triggerman in that
murder.

Different federal agencies competed
to get their piecé of action in the Klan.
This was crystal clear in the 1979 mas-
sacre of five anti-Klan protesters in
Greensboro, North Carolina. An “ex”-
FBI agent working for the Greensboro
police was present in the Klan/Nazi
motorcade. And an “informer” from the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms in the local Klan/Nazi organiza-
tion not only knew in advance of the
murderous attack, but participated in
planning meetings and even advised the
killers how to transport weapons to the
site! A state police cruiser brought up
the rear of the KKK cavalcade as
it left the highway, and local police
were informed when to get there—late
enough to allow the fascist death squad
a leisurely departure and in plenty of
time to arrest the surviving wounded
victims, like Nelson Johnson.

FBI complicity with the KKK is not
and was not a matter of aberrant rogues
directed by reactionary throwbacks like
J. Edgar Hoover. It was government
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joined in the beatings or took informa-
tion from trusting civil rights workers
seeking protection and promptly for-
warded it to the Klan for action.

The illusions in the federal govern-
ment propagated by this movie are all
“the more dangerous because at the time
all wings of the civil rights movement
appealed to the feds, often with disas-
trous results. Federal intervention on
behalf of blacks was demanded during
the 1957 school desegregation struggle
at Little Rock Central High, but Eisen-
hower sent troops to Little Rock only
after outraged groups of black youth
battled and dispersed white racist mobs
and fought with cops. Even the most
militant section of the civil rights move-
ment, . embodied in SNCC (Student

Nonviolent Coordinating Committee}, i

jooked to Washington to defend blacks.
Yet when Kennedy deployed federal
troops in {963 in response to the
movement in Birmingham it was not to
protect blacks but to restore “order”
after blacks took up sticks, rocks, knives
and bottles to defend themselves in the
streets against the racists. When troops

were sent to “protect” the 1965 Selma-
to-Montgomery civil rights march, they
were precipitously withdrawn as the
protesters reached Montgomery, leav-
ing the marchers to make the return
journey to Selma utterly defenseless in
the face of brutal beatings.

The Deep South was not simply a
scene of racist terrorization and black
fear, but also of heroic black resistance
to Jim Crow terror. Mississippi Burn-
ing portrays blacks as utterly helpless—
the one man who does reach for his shot-
gun in self-defense gets clobbered and
then lynched without firing a shot.
However there were areas in Mississippi
where the absence of racist violence cor-
responded directly to the practice of
black armed self-defense, not only of
their own homes and property but
organized in defense of freedom schools
and community centers. Most black
sharecroppers probably had guns—the
question was not weapons so much as
organization. The example for militant
blacks across the region was set as early
as 1959 in Monroe, North Carolina by
Robert F. Williams, whose courage in
organizing self-defense against the Klan
earned him the enmity of the liberal
NAACP which disowned him as the
FBI hounded him out of the country. In
1965 the Louisiana-based Deacons for
Defense and Justice organized patrols
that protected blacks and civil rights
workers. The recognition that the gov-
ernment was the enemy was the begin-
ning of wisdom.

At about the same time, in Gulfport,
Mississippi, the black longshoremen’s
union intervened in an escalating con-
frontation between civil rights activists

- and local racists, threatening to shut

down the port if the young activists were
injured or arrested. From the Virginia
Tidewater area to Savannah and New
Orleans, black workers organized in
ports throughout the South possessed
the tremendous social power of their
own labor and could shut down the
economy. As a Spartacist comrade who

By the summer of ’64 the bitter
experiences of many activists led to a
radicalization. SNCC activists grew
weary of Martin Luther King’s turn-
the-other-cheek pacifism: in the face of
vicious assaults.

Liberal anti-communists like CIA-
connected Allard Lowenstein were
employed to try and keep the move-
ment within mainstream Democratic
Party protest politics and isolate and
redbait the militants. Lowenstein brain-
trusted the summer voter registration
project which was calculated to restore
faith in the system by throwing a -
national spotlight on racist degrada-
tion in Mississippi, bringing hundreds
of white student volunteers in to
build freedom schools, conduct liter-
acy drives, and register thousands of
Mississippi blacks to vote. The students
who joined the integrated Southern
civil rights movement were privileged,
skilled, idealistic, naive, and above all
courageous. Experienced black civil
rights fighters stressed to the young
activists in training sessions that they
would be facing risks such as they had
never faced—harassment and intimida-
tion, beatings, and perhaps death—risks
that Southern blacks faced every day.

The murders of Goodman, Chaney
and Schwerner threw a spotlight on
Mississippi, all right. But the nation’s
attention was also riveted on the kick in
the teeth the civil rights movement got
later that summer, up North in Atlantic
City at the Democratic Party National
Convention. The Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party had registered over
80,000 black voters and went to the
convention, convinced that they repre-
sented the true interests of the national
Democratic, Party, to challenge the Dix-
iecrats who had disenfranchised blacks.
Instead they learned that you can’t fight
the Dixiecrats from within their own
political party.

The entire white delegation was seat-
ed and in a deal brokered by liberal
Lowenstein the MFDP was offered only
two at-large seats. To its credit, the

continued on page 14
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Mississippi
Burning...

(continued from page 13)

SNCC leadership didn’t go for the rot-
ten deal but took to the street in protest
in front of the convention with placards
bearing the likenesses of the three recent
martyrs. The convention was a water-
shed for SNCC, leaving nodoubts in the
minds of militants that the federal gov-
ernment stood by its Dixiecrats. The
spectacular failure of the whole liberal
strategy of the civil rights movement

propelled militants in the direction of

independent political action.

Finish the Civil War!

In a powerful eulogy delivered after
the funeral of James Chaney, Dave
Dennis, a senior black civil rights work-
er, said:

“As I stand here I not only blame the
people who puilled the trigger or did the
beating or dug the hole with the shovel.
I blame the people in Washington,
D.C., and on down in the state of
Mississippi for what happened.... I've
got vengeance in my heart tonight, and 1
ask you to feel angry with me.... The
white men who murdered James Cha-
_ney.are never going to be punished. I ask
youto be sick and tired of that.... We've
got to stand up. The best way we can
remember James Chaney is to demand
our rights. Don’t just look at me and go
back and tell folks you’ve been to a nice
service. Your work is just beginning.”

What happened to that anger? What
happened to those militants who broke
with the liberalism of the civil rights
movement? Rejecting the liberal strat-
egy of Democratic Party pressure pol-
itics, SNCC activists electrified the
movement with the “Black Power!”

slogan in 1966. In part the slogan was an
escape into the rhetoric of power in
response to their own felt powerless-
ness to achieve full equality. But Black
Power also meant organizing inde-
pendently of the Democrats and cham-
pioning the need for self-defense. The
Lowndes County Black Panther Party,
although only one local response, was a
case in point.

However, isolated from the social
power of the integrated working class,
the “Black Power” advocates were un-
able to make any fundamental changes
in the lives of the black masses and
increasingly moved toward a reaction-
ary utopian program of nationalist
separatism, identifying all integrated
organizations with the sellout liberals
and union bureaucrats who had stabbed
them in the back. The nationalists also
isolated themselves from the majority of
black people, who remain overwhelm-
ingly determined to struggle against all
segregationist barriers for full equality.
And as the liberal civil rights movement
smashed up against the economic foun-
dations of black oppression when it
went North, even the Black Panther
Party’s militant rhetoric, combined with
social work programs, could not ad-
dress the systematic and special oppres-
sion of blacks as a race-color caste
forcibly segregated at the bottom of
American capitalism.

“Black Power” never found the bridge
to workers power. In contrast to the
MFDP, the newly founded Spartacist
organization called for a South-wide
Freedom Labor Party, to break labor
from its bondage to the Democrats and
link the black struggle to the organized
workers movement. We called as well
for a massive organizing drive to union-
ize black labor in the open-shop South.
This call was part of our fight for the

program of revolutionary integration-
ism, for black emancipation in an
egalitarian socialist society. It was the
criminal abstention and tailism from
afar of groups like the Socialist Work-
ers Party (SWP) that obstructed the for-
mation of black communist cadre. This
was one of the central issues in the fight
of the Revolutionary Tendency (prede-
cessor of the Spartacist League) against
the degeneration of the SWP in the
early "60s.

In an amendment to a 1963 SWP
conference resolution, the Revolution-
ary Tendency argued:

" “Asregards the South today, we are wit-
nessing from afar a great mass struggle
for equality. Our separation from this
arena is intolerable. The party should be
prepared to expend significant material
resources in overcoming our isolation
from Southern struggles. In helping to
build a revolutionary movement in the
South, our forces should work direct-
ly with and through the developing
left-wing formations in the movement
there.”

The SWP opposed this perspective, sup-

porting nationalism as an excuse for

their own cowardly abstention.

While the SWP called to “bring our
boys home from Vietnam” and send the
“troops to Mississippi,” we fought hard
against any illusions in the federal gov-
ernment. Spartacist No. 4 (May-June
1965) wrote, “Once the Negro people
begin to assert their real power and inde-
pendence, and attempt to use these laws
for their own political action, these same
troops will be turned against them in the
interests of racist oppression.” Our
understanding was based on the pro-
grammatic documents written by com-
rade Dick Fraser (see article on page
four) who opposed the call for federal
troops even before the events in Little
Rock.

Various reformists also have noted

that Mississippi Burning falsifies the
role of the FBI. They know this well,
because the axis of their political pro-
gram at the time was pressuring the
Democrats to get the feds to come in—
thus fostering the same illusions as the
film. Thus the People’s Daily World
(8 December 1988) writes that “the feds
finally, begrudgingly, agreed to investi-
gate,” only under “popular pressure.”
The central question then and now is to
break labor and minorities from the
Democratic Party, which is no “lesser
evil” but the main institution that shack-
les the oppressed to their oppressors.

Today Jim Crow is “officially” dead,
but blacks are three times as likely as
whites to be poor. Over half of black
families are headed by single mothers,
and the poverty rate for black kids
under age 18 is a shocking 67.1 percent.
In 1986 only 40 percent of all black men
had full-time jobs. This contradiction
between formal legal equality and the
pervasive social inequality inherent in
racist American capitalism is resolved
through systematic police terror against
black people. Last year, the murder of
Loyal Garner, Jr. in East Texas stoked
memories of 1960s-style racist South-
ern terror. Picked up on a traffic viola-
tion, he was thrown in a jail cell and
beaten to death. He thought he had
rights—he asked to make a phone call.

The civil rights movement tried to ful-
fill the unfinished business of the Civil
War—the promise of black freedom. To
fulfill that promise requires a socialist
revolution against the exploitation of all
the working people. A key section of the
working class and often its most com-
bative sector, black workers can take the
lead in this fight and open the road to
real freedom for all mankind. Finish
the Civil War! Black liberation through
socialist revolution! B
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MeXxico...

(continued from page 3)

interior secretary, Mexico City police
chief and police intelligence chief are all
former heads of the Federal Security
Directorate, infamous for the tortyre
and murder of leftists and connections
with drug traffickers. Most notorious is
Miguel Nazar Haro, former leader of
the Brigada Blanca, a government death
squad which killed hundreds of leftists
in the *70s. He also faces a 1982 indict-
ment for involvement in an $8.4 million
auto theft ring that smuggled stolen
luxury cars into Mexico for sale. Inves-
tigation of the case was held up by the
U.S. Justice Department as it turned
out Nazar Haro was also a top CIA
informant. Now he is “director general
of intelligence services” in the capital.
To replace the old alliance of PRI
machine politicians and corrupt union
bureaucrats, Salinas has put together a
regime of cutback technocrats and killer
cops. Since Day One of his administra-
tion there has been a notable increase in
repression. Peasant union and Indian
community leaders have been gunned

David ernandez
Jailed chief of Mexican oil workers
union, Joaquin Hernandez Galicia
(La Quina), right.

down and leftist politicians kidnapped.
One of the most recent “disappeared”
was Jos¢ Ramoén Garcia, a leading
member of the PRT (Revolutionary
Workers Party, Mexican section of
Ernest Mandel’s United Secretariat)
and local official of the Cardenas front
in the town of Cuautla, Morelos. In late

December, a paramilitary police team
from Mexico City called the Zorros
(foxes) brutally put down a prison riot
in the provincial town of Tepic, killing

23 prisoners, many of them after they -

had surrendered.

Death Agony of Corporatism

In an editorial titled “End of an Alli-
ance,” the liberal daily La Jornada (11
January) wrote of the La Quina affair;

“There’s no doubt that traditional cor-
poratism, i.e., the integration of the
unions into the state through the sub-
jection of the workers to the corrupt
leadership machines, has entered a cri-
sis phase which is probably definitive.
The famous alliance, which was formal-
ized around 1942, has lost efficacy due
to the increasing pressure for renova-
tion of the unions which is coming from
the ranks.”
The answer, say the editorialists, isnota
“modernization of corporatism” (Sali-
nas’ program) but “its. replacement
by democracy and union autonomy.”
But this program for classless “democ-
racy” undermines any resistance by
the Mexican working masses against
the depredations of the dying semi-
corporatist regime. Under this watch-
word, the reformist left has formed
blocs with the PAN (National Action
Party), the major right-wing party,
which hailed the arrest of La Quina as

‘the opening wedge for a drive against

the unions.

Many of the rad-lib intellectuals ask
how one can possibly defend this labor
kingpin, the embodiment of the corrupt
charro (cowboy) bureaucrats who have
forded it over the unions for decades,
and still claim to be a “democrat.” With
this same classless methodology, many
pseudo-socialists have compared Sali-
nas with Mikhail Gorbachev, talking
about perestroika a la mexicana. Arnol-
do Martinez Verdugo, former leader of
the Mexican Communist Party which
has now become part of the Mexican
Socialist Party, was recently quoted:

“Here too there is a structure in which

unions are not free, in which the party is

not really a party because itis part of the

state, and the state is not really a state

because it wants to engulf all of society.”

—New York Times, 5 January

Yet despite the huge state sector of
the Mexican economy and the PRP’s
authoritarian rule, there is a funda-
mental class difference between the
Soviet Union, where capitalism was
smashed by proletarian revolution in
October 1917, and Mexico, where the
frustrated peasant revolution of 1910-17
led to the establishment of a new bour-
geois state.

The Trotskyists, who understand the
class character of the USSR as a work-
ers state despite its bureaucratic degen-
eration under Stalinist rule, and thus
defend it against imperialism, likewise
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International

Mass demonstrations greeted nationalization of oil companies by govern-

defend the unions against the bosses
despite the sellout bureaucracy which
sits atop these repositories of workers
power, As Leon Trotsky wrote 50 years
ago, “In the last analysis a workers’ state
is a trade union which has conquered
power” (In Defense of Marxism[1939]).
Those who dont defend the Soviet
Union also can’t defend the oil workers
union in Mexico. Just as when the
Kennedy brothers went after Teamsters
leader Jimmy Hoffa in the U.S.,
“cleaning up the unions” is a pretext for
union-busting. .
The fight to smash the corporatist
labor bureaucracy which shackles Mex-
ico’s unions to the capitalist state
requires a revolutionary political strug-
gle within the working class to break
with all wings of the bourgeoisie,
not only the PRI but also the Carde-
nista popular front. Trotsky stressed
in his last, unfinished article, “Trade
Unions in the Epoch of Imperialist

ment of General Lazaro Céardenas in March 1938.

Decay” (1940), that “the most impor-

tant basis for the Bonapartist and

semi-Bonapartist character of govern-
ments in the colonies and in backward
countries generally” was government
support and control of a layer of the
labor bureaucracy. “In Mexico the
trade unions have been transformed by
law into semistate institutions,” he
wrote, but noted:

“In the epoch of imperialist decay the

trade unions can be really independent

only to the extent that they are con-

scious of being, in action, the organs of
proletarian revolution.”

The key is the construction of a Mex-
ican Trotskyist vanguard party, part of
a reborn Fourth International, to lead
the battles of all the exploited and
oppressed in the struggle for socialist
revolution -throughout the Americas
and throughout the world. Hands off
the oil workers union! Forward to a
workers and peasants government! i

iran
Protests...

(continued from page 2)

with Khomeini! Workers to power!”
On January 20 a spirited demonstra-
tion of 15 people called by the Lega
Trotskista d’Italia protested the Iran
executions outside the Iranian Consu-
late in Milan. Speakers condemned the
complicity of the Italian government
which had just hosted Iranian prime
minister Musavi, the highest-ranking
Iranian official to visit a Western coun-
try since the mullahs’ 1979 seizure of
power. While the Italian left boycotted
the demonstration, 30 Iranian men
showed "up with pictures of Khomeini
(likely provocateurs from the consu-
late) to disrupt the protest. However,
they were easily drowned out by chants
of “Down with the veil! Down with
Islamic reaction!” and “Iran, Iraq:
Down with the mullahs! Down with the
colonels! Workers to power!”

In New York City on January 19
some 85 demonstrators rallied outside
the Iranian mission to the United
Nations chanting “Stop executions in
Iran! Freedom for leftist. prisoners!”
Called by the Spartacist League/U.S.
and the Partisan Defense Committee
(PDC), the protest was joined by sup-
porters of several Iranian leftist groups
including the Communist Party of Iran
(Komala), the Left Platform group,
Tudeh Party of Iran, Democratic
Organization of Iranian Women, and
the Association of Iranian Left in. New
York. A statement was read from the
Iranian Student Associationinthe U.S.,

supporters of the Fedayeen (Minority).
Supporters of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party joined the picket lineand a
speaker from the Freedom Socialist
Party addressed the protesters.
Condemning the Reagan/Bush re-
gime’s murderous intervention in the
Middle East, the demonstrators chanted
“U.S. out of the Persian Gulf! Hands off
Libya!” And as the withdrawal of Soviet
troops threatens to open the door to
the imminent extension of the Islam-
ic bloodbath to Afghan leftists and
women, Spartacist supporters called
out: “Smash CIA’s Afghan mullahs!
Soviet pullout means bloodbath!”
“Bush, who is being coronated tomor-
row, was among the first to applaud the
downing of the Iranian Airbus, with
over 250 dead,” said PDC spokesman
Paul Cooperstein at the rally. “Last
week Bush promised that human rights
would be a focus of his foreign policy—
just like Jimmy Carter’s ‘human rights’
in which he armed the shah, trained the
SAVAK. Just a few days before Bush’s
pronouncement, a government spokes-
man said that the executions in Iran
would not hinder a move toward better
relations between the two countries.”
In concluding the New York rally,
Spartacist League speaker Alison Spen-
cer summed up: “What is needed is the
construction of an authentically Lenin-
ist, Trotskyist vanguard party, armed
with the program of permanent revolu-
tion, and forged in opposition to their
‘own’ rulers. It will take a workers revo-
lution to open the prison doors, to free
the victims of Islamic reaction, liberate
oppressed nationalities and stop the
vicious cycle of bloodletting once and
for all. Stop the Executions in Iran!

Workers to Power!”
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Civil rights activists raised placards of their martyrs (from left to right) Michael Schwerner, James Chaney and Andrew Goodman, in protest ag

seating Dixiecrat delegation at Democratic convention, August 1964.

WORKERS VANGUARD

ng Adelman
ainst deal

How Mississippi Burning
Rewrites History

It’s Hollywood’s first attempt at a
blockbuster on the civil rights move-
ment. [t’s slick enough to make you cry,
true enough in depicting the raw racism
and terror of the Ku Klux Klan to rip
your guts out, and so full of lies that
Mississippi Burning leaves viewers who
know anything about the civil rights
movement infuriated. Set in the “Free-

Young Spartacus'

Film Review
by A. Stevens

dom Summer” of 1964, the movie is
an action-packed melodrama based on
the true case of three civil rights work-
ers, Michael Schwerner, James Chaney
and Andrew Goodman, murdered by
the sheriff’s department/Ku Klux Klan
in Philadelphia, Mississippi. Director
Alan Parker has made a gripping Holly-
wood film of a lie that’s been honed over
25 years—that the U.S. government and
its FBI men supposedly stood on the
side of the black freedom struggle
against violent Southern race-haters.
A fictionalized account of the FBI’s
44-day manhunt for the missing bodies,
Mississippi Burning turns the entire civil
rights movement into missing persons.
Black people are transformed into a
quivering mass backdrop for the hero-
ics of two white FBI agents. Alan Parker
admits, “Our heroes are still white. And
in truth, the film would probably never
have been made if they weren’t.” Indeed,
the paucity of films on the civil rights
movement is in itself a damning com-
ment on the racism of American cul-
ture. Parker fills the breach with a pro-
motion of the status quo. Black people
are disappeared because to show the
truth, that it was the masses of blacks,
along with anti-racist whites, united in
struggle, who smashed Jim Crow segre-
gation, would explode the whole lying
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FBI “informant” Gary Rowe organized bloody rampage by 1,000 Klansmen in 1961, beating Freedom Riders and

burning the buses.

premise of the film: that federal good
guys supposedly busted the balls of reac-

tionary crackers while the oppressed -

never got off their knees.

If Mississippi Burning depicts a
certain amount of FBI ineptitude and
bungling (there’s evern a reference
to J. Edgar Hoover’s obsessive anti-
Communism), it’s only in order to more
effectively obscure the essential truth
that the government was and is the
deadly enemy of the fight for black lib-
eration. As Ben Chaney, the younger
brother of James Chaney, told Time, “It
is a dangerous movie because it could
lead to complacency. Things haven’t
changed that much.”

Things have changed so little that
Philadelphia, Miss. has become a de
rigueur political pit stop for aspiring

presidential candidates to shore up the
white racist vote. In 1984, Reagan made
a speech there about the inviolability of
“States’ Rights.” Last year, visiting the
Neshoba County Fair 24 years to the
day since the murders, “liberal” Dem-
ocrat Dukakis deliberately did not men-
tion the bloody crime that put Philadel-
phia on the map. White church groups
have threatened an economic boycott if
the film is shown in the local theater.
John Proctor (the real-life Southern
FBI agent that Gene Hackman’s role is
fantasized from) is chummy with the
local Klansmen he convicted, and noted
of Mississippi Burning, “It’s going to be
about as popular around here as a turd
in a punch bow!” (People, 9 January).

This controversial film searingly por-
trays race relations and the meanness of

life in the rural South. If it weren’t fo:
the ’60s model car the G-men were driv
ing, you couldn’t tell whether the des
perate poverty of black sharecropper
was a scene from 1870, 1964 or 1989. I
fact, the rows of shacks on dirt roads o1
the black side of town were no movie se
but the homes of black families toda
who were cast in the film. As hundred
of FBI agents and Navy reserves searc.
the swamps and bayous, a white farme
in the film says, “Around here, Negroe
have been treated awful bad for a lon
time.” Sitting in the same slop with hi
pigs, he goes on, “They say we’ve got t
eat together and use the same batt
room as the niggers, and that’s awfi
hard for some Mississippi folks to do.
A white lady in the beauty parlor
continued on page 1
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