





Long Island Black Youth
Victim of Lynch Mob Assault

Once again a young black man was
the target of a bat-wielding racist mob.
On June 2, 17-year-old Alfred Jermaine
Ewell attended a graduation party in
suburban Atlantic Beach, L.I. where he
talked with a white girl, a classmate at
Lawrence High School. The racist punks
asked her “Are you with that nigger?”
and left to lie in wait for Jermaine.

They followed him when he left the
party and walked to the boardwalk on
nearby Atlantic Beach. When Jermaine
was alone and his back was turned, they
set upon him, delivering blow after blow
with a baseball bat, until he was uncon-
scious on the ground. For days he lay in
a coma and his mother despaired of his
recovery. “His life is gone,” she said, -
“because of the color of his skin.”

Because Jermaine Ewell is young and
strong, he has a chance for recovery.
Doctors have removed blood clots from
his brain, and the high school football
linebacker and track star nicknamed “The
Streak” is now able to speak and move
his right leg. A spokesman for Peninsula
Hospital told WV on June 14 that he has
been taken off the critical list. But the
extent of his injuries is still unknown.

The attack recalled with chilling horror

the murder of Yusuf Hawkins, the black

youth shot to death by a white mob in

Bensonhurst two years ago. The racists
mistook Yusuf for a black friend of a
white Bensonhurst girl. Only eight of the
more than 30 thugs were ever arrested,
and only one was convicted of murder,
the dimwitted Joey Fama, while ringlead-
er Keith Mondello got a slap on the wrist
and the rest walked. Jermaine Ewell’s
attackers were doubtless emboldened by
these verdicts—a green light from the
capitalist state for racist murder.

There are, however, significant differ-
ences between the attack on Jermaine and
the Bensonhurst murder. In this case,
appalled white students from Lawrence
High first tried to stop the incident, when
the racists threatened Ewell and the girl
at the party. Later they ran to his aid
when they saw him being beaten, a fact
which probably saved his life. The com-
munity of Lawrence has rallied to meet
the hospital bills, as Ewell’s mother is a
widow with no medical insurance.

Meanwhile, the town fathers rush to
dismiss the incident as a fluke, denying
any history of racial tension in the tony
Long Island area of “Five Towns,” just
across the line from Queens. The cops

reported they were “investigating the
relationship between some members in
the group [which attacked Ewell] and
TMR”—a Queens-based gang whose full
name is “The Master Race” (Newsday,
5 June). Residents were annoyed by a
protest march on June 8 led by the self-
‘aggrandizing Al Sharpton.

“This isn’t another Bensonhurst,”
sniffed one woman, “everyone’s always
gotten along fine.” But in spite of all the
“it can’t happen here,” it did. “There is
a lot of fear,” stated Jonathan Davis, the
black director of Inwood Community
Center. And Nassau County cops were
all too eager to try to blame the black
victim, claiming that Ewell may have had
too much to drink at the “keg party.”

The attack comes as the New York
State Judicial Commission on Minorities
recently released a 2,000-page report
documenting that the New York state
court system is “infested with racism.”
James C. Goodale, chairman of the com-
mission, said: “There are two basic jus-
tice systems at work in the courts of New
York State, one for whites and a very dif-
ferent one for minorities and the poor.”

The same week Jermaine Ewell nearly
died from a lynch mob attack, Spike

New York Times
Alfred Jermaine Ewell

Lee’s new movie Jungle Fever opened
in New York. Jungle Fever was filmed
partly in Bensonhurst and dedicated to
the memory of Yusuf Hawkins. It isn’t
a question of life imitating art, but the
pounding reality of racist terror in Amer-
ica that gave rise to this non-coincidence.

Jermaine has been fighting for his life,
but he will leave the hospital knowing he
will never be called “The Streak” again.
It is for all the Jermaine Ewells, the
Yusuf Hawkins, Michael Griffiths, Fede-
rico Pereiras and David Cottos, for all
those who have been victims of the racist
mobs and racist cops, that we rededicate
our efforts to sweep away the whole

system of racist capitalist oppression. ®
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Parade...

(continued from page 1)

Though the NYC crowd was predict-
ably largely white and suburban, the
turnout of blacks—who had been con-
spicuous in their refusal to buy Bush’s
war—was notable. Given the large pro-
portion of black troops, the insignificant
number of U.S. combat casualties and the
way JCS chairman General Powell is
being touted as a black man who “made
it” in this racist society, many blacks -
have bought the “pride” in the war line
(70 percent as compared to ‘82 percent
among whites, according to a recent

CBS/New York Times poll, though only
50 percent of blacks interviewed agreed
the war was worth the cost). An editorial
in the black weekly City Sun (12 June)
commented with disgust on “the way
people of color were used to score
public-relations points for the power
elite of this country which always has
marginalized them.”

Bringing up the rear of the NYC
parade was a contingent of homeless
veterans of the Vietnam War. One com-
mented, “For me, it’s like the parade
we never got when we came home from
Vietnam.” These vets never got a victory
parade because it was the Vietnamese
workers and peasants who were victorious

against America’s dirty colonial war in
Indochina. And after seeing the Vietnam-
ese stand up to the imperialist savagery
inflicted on them, many GIs—especially
blacks—became bitterly opposed to the
war and committed to fighting for social
justice here. Bush & Co. peddle the self-
serving lie that returnin. Vietnam vets
were “spat on” by antiwar leftists, as part
of the “New Right” stab-in-the-back
myth that the war was lost on the home
front. In fact, as emerges powerfully
from a book of letters from Vietnam vets
compiled by Bob Greene (Homecoming
[1989]), it was the American ruling class
which spat on the Vietnam vets.

While some Viet vets claimed they had

Over 60,000 General Electric workers
in 14 unions face the expiration of their
contracts on June 30. Negotiations are
currently under way in New York City
between GE and the unions’ bargaining
team, including the International Union
of Electrical Workers (IUE) and the
United Electrical Workers (UE). The
viciously anti-union GE offers paltry
lump-sum “bonuses” while slashing real
wages and attacking union organizing
efforts (28 percent of GE hourly work-
ers are not unionized). And pleading
skyrocketing costs, the company is try-
ing to sock workers with a much larger
bite of their medical plan (already
costing workers $600 a year).

But GE is rolling in dough. Last
year, they had over $58 billion in reve-
nues and over $4 billion in earnings!
Already in the first quarter of 1991 GE
has raked in a billion in profits. But
where are the preparations for a national
strike? The last national contract meant
givebacks in wages and benefits to the
GE bosses. This time around, union
locals have staged walkouts over the
huge backlogs of grievances. IUE Local
707 workers at the Tungsten plant in
Cleveland, Ohio carried out a two-day

GE Workers: Strike Against

Health Care Takebacks!

walkout June 6-7 to protest work and
pay grievances.

GE has been trying to intimidate
Local 707 with threats to send 120
jobs out of Tungsten-Cleveland to its
recently acquired Hungarian light-bulb
company, Tungsram-Budapest. GE’s
TV ads brag “we bring good things
to life,” showing glittering balls in
Europe. But what GE has brought to
Hungarian workers is the ‘“market
magic” of unemployment, speedups and
“Boulwarism”-—GE’s own special ver-
sion of Big Brother “employee rela-
tions” practices which try to brainwash
workers to docilely accept and even
like GE’s exploitation. Their Budapest
boss talked about putting the company
“in fast-forward,” and promptly slashed

* 5,000 out of 19,000 jobs.
GE is a big military contractor, and -

UE tops like to strut about professing
to be “progressives,” but when Ameri-
can imperialism was slaughtering over
100,000 Iraqis in the Persian Gulf, the
UE News was plastered with yellow rib-
bons and calls to “support our troops.”

UE Local 332 leaders in Hudson Falls,

NY wrapped “job protection” in red-
white-and-blue patriotism and anti-

Mexican chauvinism, declaring it
doesn’t show too much patriotism” to
move “jobs out of the United States
while the nation was at war.”

Flag-waving and anti-Communism
have always been the staples in GE’s
war on the unions. As the postwar
McCarthyite witchhunt was getting
under way, and after the 1946 GE
strike, in which the UE shut down
every single GE and Westinghouse
plant in North America, GE chief C.E.
Wilson declared: “The problems of
the United States can be captiously
summed up in two words: Russia
abroad, Labor at home.” After Ronald
Reagan ran a red purge in the actors
union, General Electric picked him up
to give Cold War anti-union pitches as
host of its GE Theater.

The last major strike at- GE took
place during the Vietnam War. That
hard-fought 101-day strike in 1969
was the first in a wave of labor strug-
gles: auto, post office and Teamsters.
“Strikebreaker, war maker—Smash
GE!” was a popular chant picked up
by union militants linking the struggle
of American workers and the struggle
against Washington’s war on the
peasants and workers of Vietnam.

A class-struggle fight against GE
could ignite a fight by American labor
—and build real solidarity in action
with workers from Mexico to Hungary.
We need a union leadership that’s
not afraid of the “S” word. Strike GE!
Labor’s gotta play hardball to win!
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been spat on by “hippies,” many others
wrote to say that neither they nor any of
their GI friends had ever heard of such
incidents. More to the ‘point was the
seething bitterness evident in most of
the letters. One wrote: “Think about us
veterans who are now dying of various
conditions from the dioxin poisoning due
to exposure to Agent Orange spraying by
our government. Qur own government
is actually spitting on us because it will
not do anything about helping to find a
cure for us or care for.us who have
this service-related condition.” Another
added: “I was spit on by a society so
numbed into complacency that were
Vietnam just starting right now, no one
would murmur a whisper. Except those
2 million vets who would be the ‘hip-
pies’ this time by their disapproval of our
involvement in such a war.” Far from
spitting on vets, leftists actively and
successfully sought to win them and
active-duty Gls to the antiwar struggle.

Today’s victory celebrations have
exposed the lies about who spat on
returning vets from that earlier, losing
war. Those maimed, ailing and desperate
reminders of a war U.S. imperialism had
lost were ill suited to serve as an ideo-

" logical symbol of the might of U.S.

imperialism. So they were contemptuous-
ly thrown on the slag heap to live out
their wretched days in subway tunnels
and homeless shelters. This time U.S.
rulers want to use their “win” to smother

- the “Vietnam syndrome” in a sea of rac-

ist war fervor, so the returning troops are
celebrated as war heroes. In reality, the
“combat” amounted to little more than
massive bombing attacks which wiped
out electrical, water and sewage systems
in Iraq, now threatening the lives of
thousands of children with diseases such
as cholera and typhoid.

The current chauvinist fervor may be
broad, but it is also very shallow. Today,
Washington and, Wall Street throw the
bone of patriotism to a population that
has been ground down by union-busting
and givebacks, mass unemployment, pov-
erty and racist terror. And that’s all that’s
waiting for black and working-class kids
after they do their service as cannon

- fodder and the parades are over. For

them and all working people, the war to
be fought is a class war against the
deadliest ruling class in history. ®
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Pratt... ._

(continued from page 12)

assassinations of people just because
they’re black or they happen to be char-
ismatic leaders in an organization that

you don’t like. The FBI didn’t end up -

being any better than the Gestapo, the
only thing they had on us were numbers.”
Failing to assassinate him, the FBI
then framed Pratt for the unsolved “ten-
nis court murder” of Caroline Olsen,
which had occurred in Santa Monica in
1968. His 1972 trial and conviction were
engineered-by the FBI and the LAPD’s
Criminal Conspiracy Section, employing
as their main instrument for the prosecu-
tion the testimony of paid FBI informant
Julius Butler. Other Panthers who could
have testified that Pratt was in Oakland
with them on that date did not do so then
because of what they now point to as
COINTELPRO-exacerbated antagonism
between opposing wings of the Black
Panther Party.

New Evidence Proves
Pratt Was Framed

The petition for a new trial, filed by a"

legal team headed by attorney Robert
Bloom and including Stuart Hanlon,
Valerie West and Dennis Cunningham,
clearly sets forth both new evidence
proving Pratt’s innocence, as well as
evidence heretofore successfully sup-
pressed by the government. Kenneth
Olsen, the surviving victim of the 1968
murder, had made a positive identifica-
tion of another man a year before the
cops even showed him Pratt. But the
results of the previous lineup “dis-
appeared” from the case file, and the ID
was suppressed by the prosecution. In a
November 1987 exposé on CBS TV’s
“60 Minutes,” four of five jurors from
the 1972 trial interviewed were adamant
that they would have voted to acquit had
they known of this and Butler’s police
connections.

The petition for a new trial lays bare
the workings of this vicious frame-up.

¢ Two former LAPD officers, Captain
Ed Henry, and Sgt. DuWayne Rice, who
was intimately involved in the frame-up,
have stated that Julius Butler was an
LAPD informant as early as 1966 and
into 1969. Also, recent scrutiny of FBI
documents shows Butler was also an FBI
informant as early as May 1969, well
into the time during which the FBI had
targeted Pratt. Butler testified at the trial
that he was never an informant. While
working for the LAPD and FBI, Butler
pistol-whipped a young Panther (which
was stopped by Pratt) and machine-
gunned the apartment of a leader of Ron
Karenga’s “US” organization.

e Other new evidence shows that the
L.A. district attorney at the trial, Richard
Kalustian, was an active participant in
the operation against Pratt, deliberately
concealing from the court the FBI's
involvement in the case. This is a piece
of the evidence that explodes the lie
employed by the government for two
decades that the LAPD and prosecution
did not know about the FBI’s operation
against Pratt. It was on this claim that
previous attempts to bring in testimony
about COINTELPRO were excluded.
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November 6, 1989

Geronimo Pratt.

Warehouse Union Local 6

265 NINTH STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94103

RESOLUTION

ILWU Local 6 again goes on record deﬁanding the release of
He i8 an imnocent wan, framed for fighting for
his beliefs, fighting against racisw, and attempting to empower
people in their search for social and economic justice.

NS unian

{#15] 6217328

social services union

american federation of nurses

December 5§, 1589

Tehachapi Prison

Mr. Bunnell:

prison.”

Teply.

SEIU local 535

William J. Bunnell, Warden

Tehachapi, California 93581

On behalf of the executive board of SEIU Local 535, I write to you
regarding the continued imprisonment of Elmer Geronime Pratt, a man who
has spent 19 years in prison for a crime he apparently did not commit.
We are seriously concerned about the ongoing violations of his civil
and huxan rights. Further, we join Congressman Ron Dellums and support
House Resolution 109 calling for Pratt’s "immediate release from

Local 53%5 requests that Geronime Pratt be provided the opportunity to
speak before our executive board at its next meeting, February 3-4,
1990. Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your

Union support for Geronimo Pratt, America’s foremost class-war prisoner.

Kalustian is now an L.A. County Supe-
rior Court judge.

* A key piece of new evidence is the
statement of former Panther Tyrone
Hutchinson, who in 1970 told Los Ange-
les police that he had heard two associ-
ates of Julius Butler admit they had
committed the Santa Monica murder. The
cops carefully took down the information
from Hutchinson at the time, and then
threatened him that he’d better keep his
mouth shut. He did, until now. This
information was also completely—and
illegally—kept from the defense and the
court during the trial.

¢ Central to the prosecution case was
a letter by Butler telling the police that
Pratt had “bragged” about the murder.

- The prosecution maintained that the
_ letter’s contents were not revealed until

October 1970, leading to Pratt’s indict-
ment two months later. But new evidence
reveals that the LAPD and FBI knew of
its contents since August 1969. So for /6
months the cops had this letter, a period
in which Pratt was repeatedly arrested
and acquitted on one trumped-up charge
after another, without the police ever
charging Pratt for the murder.

¢ Two private investigators who, pur-
suing a separate case, examined logs for
FBI wiretaps of Oakland Panther head-
quarters have declared those records
show a call received by Pratt at 5:30 p.m.

'in Oakland on 18 December 1968; the

murder was committed at 8:00 p-m.,
some 400 miles to the south. These in-
vestigators had until recently incorrectly
assumed that Pratt’s lawyers knew of
these FBI logs.

¢ Six former Panthers including David
Hilliard and former national BPP chair-
man Bobby Seale have come forward to

LAPD siege

of Panther
headquarters,
8 December
1969. Failing
to kill Pratt,
FBl/cops
sought to bury
him iIn jail.

testify that Pratt was with them at Pan-
ther headquarters in Oakland for meet-
ings on 18 and 19 December 1968.

¢ Earlier litigation in Pratt’s case had
established, as does the new petition, that
the FBI infiltrated Pratt’s defense team
during his trial. Now a juror has come
forward describing how the jury foreman,
during long, close deliberations, illegally
pressured her, out of the presence of
other jurors, to vote guilty.

Vendetta Against Pratt
Continues

In addition to the petition for a new
trial in the California state court, an
amended complaint was filed by Valerie
West on June 3 in federal court chal-
lenging the continued persecution and
harassment of Pratt by prison officials

as a violation of his civil rights. To

thwart Pratt’s renewed court fight and
an upcoming August parole board hear-
ing, officials at Tehachapi prison have
outrageously charged Pratt with “drug
trafficking” on the word of unnamed
“confidential” prison informant(s), ahd
thrown him into “the hole™ where he has
languished since April 1.

This tactic is not new; as the civil
rights complaint asserts, through 20 years
of imprisonment, in order to justify hold-
ing him in solitary confinement and max-
imum security, transporting him cross-
country in handcuffs and denying him
parole status, Pratt was “falsely branded
a ‘cop killer,” ‘escapee,” ‘heroin user,’
‘child kidnapper,” ‘prison gang leader’
and ‘drug trafficker.” These baseless
labels and repeated references. to plain-
tiff’s Black Panther Party affiliation are
designed to harass and .discredit him
because of his political views and politi-
cal associations, his efforts to expose his
frame-up conviction and to chill his
exercise of First Amendment rights.”

Partisan Defense Committee staff
counsel West explained that “the promi-
nent, frequent use of the words ‘Black

Panther’ in Pratt’s prison file is prison

system code to tell prison personnel any
smear can be made to stick. It sets Pratt
up for violence at the hands of prison
guards. It is designed to break him, to
keep him locked away for life.”

The amended complaint is part of a
lawsuit filed in September 1989 by West
and longtime Pratt attorney Stuart Han-
lon which successfully stopped Pratt’s
transfer to Folsom Prison where his
life was especially endangered by the

false charges in his file. Federal judge-

Stanley Weigel ruled that prison officials
had transferred Pratt to Folsom in retal-
iation for his exercise of First Amend-

ment rights, and noted that Pratt was
transferred one day after returning from
Puerto Rico where he had gone under
subpoena to testify about COINTELPRO
in the defense of Puerto Rican indepen-
dentistas. The judge also cited “the recent
media attention focused on the alleged
injustice of plaintiff’s incarceration, trig-
gered by the denial of plaintiff’s parole
on August 17, 1989 and the murder of
former Black Panther leader Huey
Newton.” -

In retaliation against Pratt for suing the
prison authorities, and for his victory in
the first round of the suit, prison officials
moved Pratt to remote Tehachapi where
he remains isolated from legal counsel,
family and supporters. The federal court
action seeks Pratt’s release from “puni-
tive segregation” within the prison, the
removal of the lies from his file, and a
halt to his punitive classification as a
maximum security prisoner.

Over the past 20 years the courts have
repeatedly refused to overturn Pratt’s
frame-up and conviction. During 1980
California Court of Appeal proceedings,
two judges who had issued an Order to
Show Cause to the government were
suddenly removed from the panel. In a
1985 appeal, a full decade after the U.S.
Congressional hearings publicly exposed
COINTELPRO, the courts in Los Ange-
les refused to allow Pratt’s attorneys to
mention the FBI's program to destroy
Pratt and the Black Panther Party. His
last appeal, before a federal court panel
of Nixon and Reagan appointees, was
thrown out of court on a trifling legal
technicality. Pratt has been denied parole
nine times, for no reason other than his
political convictions. At one parole hear-
ing, in May 1987, an L.A. assistant dis-
trict attorney railed about Pratt’s “net-
work” of supporters, and called him “a
walking time bomb,” raging that he “is
still a revolutionary.”

What is it about the Black Panther
Party that renders the bourgeoisie apo-
plectic, that makes them, decades later,
determined to keep Pratt and other sur-
viving former Panthers locked away? The
Panthers advocated black armed self-
defense against the white ruling class’
murderous cops who were then, as now,
gunning down black youth in the streets
daily with impunity. They knew that
Martin Luther King’s turn-the-other-
cheek pacifism meant passive acceptance
of brutal oppression and they wanted to
destroy that racist order. The thought of

‘impoverished black masses with guns in

hand—*"“black Viet Cong” to the bour-
geoisie—sent waves of fear into cor-
porate boardrooms. But tragically, the
Panthers’ perspective of black nation-
alism and lumpen vanguardism doomed
them to isolation in the ghetto, cut off
from the only road out of the nightmare
of racist American capitalism: integrated
working-class struggle led by a Leninist
vanguard party.

In the end, the Panthers were de-
stroyed by ceaseless police terror and
poisonous internal factionalism inflamed
by COINTELPRO. The Newton wing
coming out of the 1971 split in the or-
ganization ultimately wholly embraced
Democratic Party liberalism, “working
within the system.” Many within the
guerrillaist Cleaver wing were picked off
by the government. Like Pratt, other
former Panther victims of ruthless state
repression still rot in jail, including Ed
Poindexter, W.M.E. we Langa (David
Rice), and death row prisoner Mumia
Abu-Jamal. Dhoruba Moore was finally
released last year, his conviction over-
turned, after a COINTELPRO frame-up
stole over 18 years of his life.

Codified Racist Terror,
Legal Lynching

Geronimo Pratt will not be freed by
legal defense alone. For more than a
decade the courts, taking their lead from
the Reaganite Supreme Court, have
rubber-stamped every effort by the
Democratic-controllied Congress and the
Reagan/Bush governments to strengthen
the apparatus of state repression. In- the
past four months alone a wide array of

WORKERS VANGUARD



Poland... ~

(continued from page 4)

church has “too much influence.” Mean-
while, the government of President Lech
Walesa is becoming increasingly unpopu-
lar as it tries to push through its capital-
ist austerity program orchestrated by the
International Monetary Fund and “Har-
vard Boy” Jeffrey Sachs. With average
incomes of under $150/month, where two
black coffees and two mineral waters in
Warsaw cost more than a day’s pay,
working people are resentful of priests
riding around town in their Mercedes-
Benz limos.

One woman political activist, Izabella
Sierakowska, a member of the successor
to the Polish Communist party, said a
ban on abortion rights would immedi-
ately lead to a “new kind of gynecologi-
cal underground.” “The choice here is
whether the road to Europe leads through
Iran,” she said (New York Times, 18
May). The analogy to Khomeini’s Iran is
not far-fetched. Since the fall of 1989,

the church has succeeded in turning back
~ four decades of secular law in Poland.
The clerical hierarchy has persuaded the
government to reimpose religious educa-
tion in public schools, instituted broad-
casts of Catholic church services on state
television, taken back more than 1,200
church buildings-and lands seized after
World War II, and replaced political
commissars in the armed forces with
Catholic chaplains. As far as Cardinal
Glemp and his bishops are concerned, the
separation of church and state is a com-

munist plot, and they mean to undo it.

While they were all brothers in anti-
Communism, social democrats like Jacek
Kuron and Adam Michnik and bourgeois
liberals like Bronislaw Geremek have
fallen out with a Catholic hierarchy that
looks back to the Middle Ages as the
heyday of religious fervor. (Kuron pro-
posed a national referendum on the anti-
abortion law; the bishops retorted that
“good and evil” were not subject to a
vote.) And capitalist free-marketeers are
none too happy when the Pope rants
against a “consumer society” in his evan-
gelical crusade to “re-Christianize” East
Europe and the Soviet Union. In its at-
tempt to impose the most advanced ideas
of the 14th century, Wojtyla’s church
seeks to whip up the social backwardness
of a peasant society, artificially preserved
by the former Stalinist rulers who feared
to challenge the power of the clergy. But
this smallholding peasantry is about to
be wiped out under the hammer blows of
the capitalist market.

Workers’ Resistance to

~ Capitalist Starvation Plan

Walesa and his cabinet have gone all
out to implement the IMF “shock treat-
ment” in Poland. But the pervasive resis-
tance to rolling back social gains was
captured in an article in the New York

Times (3 June), titled, “Factories With

Amenities Hinder Poland’s Stark Turn to
Capitalism.” This was focused on the
sprawling Azoty chemical works in Sile-
sia. Prime Minister Jan Bielecki recently
visited the area, and the Times reported,

Capitalist
government
complains that
Polish factories
still provide
amenities for
workers and
their families.
Swimming pool

plant in Silesia.

‘Walesa’s visit to

at Azoty chemical

Le Bolchévik

Paris in April
sparked protest.
Our French
comrades’ signs
called for right
to abortion

(in Polish)

and declared

- “Walesa,
Anti-Abortion,
Anti-Semite,
Anti-Worker,
Running Dog of
Imperialism.”

“What he saw chilled him to his free-
market bones.”
“‘It still conducts functions so typical
for a socialist enterprise,” Mr. Bielecki
lamented in an interview. ‘They have
an indoor skating rink, a very nice
swimming pool, culture center, soft drink
bottling plant and a very nice laundry.
They maintain 1,000 free factory apart-
ments, heat, 80 percent of the town and
still make a profit.”
In contrast to the former East Germany, .
where wages have been raised somewhat
while millions have been thrown out of
work (and onto the dole or the disguised
unemployment of the “short workweek,”
for fear of a social explosion), in Poland
the capitalist government has opted to
keep the wheels of state-owned plants
turning, while driving real wages to
starvation levels through inflation. But
if they also eliminate the remaining
factory-centered social benefits, they risk
a social explosion.
Working-class resistance is growing.

* A general transport strike paralyzed War-

saw in May. Garbagemen in the capital
stopped work for a week, leading to a
trash emergency. Copper miners in Lubin
struck demanding a doubling of their
wages. Then on May 22, Solidarnosé
held an unprecedented protest against the
government it brought to power. The pro-
test ranged from eight-hour strikes in
Warsaw factories to work stoppages by
workers in mines, factories and steel-
works across the industrial south. But

this was essentially a maneuver to avoid

being outflanked by the much larger ex-
Stalinist-led unions of the OPZZ, which
are gaining influence. The OPZZ, in
turn, has been staging monthly protests
as a pressure tactic on the capitalist
regime.

With the collapse of bankrupt Stalin-
ism and now the consequences of Soli-
darno$¢’ counterrevolutionary program
thrown into sharp relief, the time is more
than ripe for forging the nucleus of a
Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard party in
Poland. The Spartakusowska Grupa Pol-
ski was formed last fall by militants*who
through the experience of the last decade
were won to the International Communist
League, which back when Walesa & Co.
were darlings of the left (and of Ronald
Reagan) dared to tell the truth and said:
“Stop Solidarno$¢ Counterrevolution!” In
its paper Platforma Spartakusowcow and
at workers’ demonstrations, the SGP
has emphasized the defense of women’s
rights as central to the fight against
capitalist restoration, insisting: “Workers
Must Mobilize to Defend Women’s Abor-
tion Rights!”

Today, as Polish society reels in the
throes of counterrevolution, it is urgent
to bring this program of revolutionary
internationalism to the class-conscious
workers, to the women struggling for
their most basic rights, and to the
youth who are the future of Polish
communism. M

police-state measures have won the
courts’ approval. As Geronimo steps into
the California halls of “justice” he is
fighting on the racist state authorities’
home court.

Early this spring the racists in black
robes reasserted the state’s prerogative to
kill and jail for their own interests, by
gutting the right of death row defendarits
to challenge the legality .of their state
convictions and sentences through habeas
corpus proceedings in the federal courts.
In the weeks that followed the savage
beating of black motorist Rodney King
by a gang of L.A. cops, seen by millions
on videotape, Rehnquist & Co. did their
utmost to enhance the bonapartism of
these racist thugs—discarding a long-
standing constitutional rule, the Court
held that confessions given under police
coercion do not invalidate a conviction;
permitted the use of evidence tossed by

Pack the Courtroom!

Geronimo has a hearing on the
emergency motion to file an amend-
ed complaint in his ongoing federal
lawsuit. Thursday, June 27, 2:15
p-m., Federal Building, 450 Golden
Gate Avenue, San Francisco. Judge
Stanley Weigel’s courtroom. Be
there! For more information contact
the PDC at (415) 839-0852. Law-
suits are extremely costly—we’re
up against the resources of the
state. Send contributions, earmarked
Geronimo Pratt Defense, to the
PDC, P.O."Box 99, Canal Street
Station, New York, NY 10013.
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a fleeing “suspect” even though the cops
had no basis to stop him in the first
place; and gave approval for police to
hold a person in jail for 48 hours without
a determination whether there was even
cause for the arrest.

Longing for the era of the Warren
Court, when a series of decisions put
some teeth into the protections of the
First, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Amend-
ments, and when abortion was made
legal, liberals have long viewed the
courts as a favored instrument of social
reform. It wasn’t persuasive legal argu-
ment that won those rights, but social
struggle—millions on the streets in civil
rights battles and protests against the
U.S.’ dirty war in Vietnam. And as the
Reagan/Bush years have demonstrated,
no social gains under capitalist class rule
are irreversible.

Thousands of anti-racist individuals
and organizations have taken a stand for
Geronimo’s freedom. United-front rallies
initiated by the PDC have brought to-
gether trade unionists and civil rights
activists demanding Pratt’s freedom.
Amnesty International has repeatedly
recognized Pratt as a political prisoner.
Congressman Ron Dellums has sponsored
a Congressional bill calling for his re-
lease. The Oakland-based International
Campaign to Free Geronimo ji Jaga
(Pratt) has publicized the case. Support
for Pratt has consistently broadened in
the ranks of labor over the last several
years, particularly in the San Francisco
Bay Area where the ILWU longshore/
warchouse union has helped to enlist
support. Resolutions passed in 1990 by
the Alameda and San Mateo County

Central Labor Councils, representing tens
of thousands of workers, call for Pratt’s
freedom. ..

To workers striking to defend their
jobs and their unions, those who fight to
defend the right to abortion, those who
opposed the U.S.” bloody massacre of
Iraq, anti-racists everywhere, we say:

hard class struggle is needed to defeat
the barrage of reaction now hitting mi-
norities, workers, women and youth. And
the time is now to fight for Geronimo
Pratt who has fought the racist machinery
of this dying system from behind bars for
too long. Freedom Now for Geronimo
Pratt! m
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WORKERS VANGUARD

New Trial Demanded for Former Black Panther

eronimo
Freedom

WV Photo

Geronimo ji Jaga Pratt has spent over 20 years in jail, victim of racist frame-up conspiracy by cops and FBI against Black Panthers.

COINTELPRO Revelations
Confirm Frame-Up

For 20 bitter years, former Black Pan-
ther Party leader Geronimo ji Jaga Pratt
has been held in the pure living hell of
California’s prisons for a murder that
everyone, especially the state, knows he
did not commit. What the FBI and LAPD
wanted was Pratt dead; if not dead, then
shattered by prison “life” including eight
years so far of solitary confinement,
two decades of torment. But Pratt is a
man still fighting to prove his innocence
and expose the government frame-up,
and still fighting for the liberation of
oppressed peoples everywhere.

Now, with dramatic new evidence
exposing his frame-up, Geronimo Pratt
has taken his fight back to court with
the June 3 filing of a habeas corpus peti-
tion for a new trial in California state
court. He has also filed an amended com-
plaint in federal court in San Francisco
demanding a halt to prison officials’
stepped-up attacks on him because of his
political views and now because of his
public efforts for a new trial.

Among the new revelations are state-
ments by two criminal defense investiga-
tors who saw FBI wiretap records show-
ing that Pratt answered the phone at a
Panther’s home in Oakland less than
three hours before the murder took place
in Los Angeles. Statements by former
L.A. police officers say that the main
witness against him, Julius Butler, was
an LAPD informant since 1966, and
documents from FBI files prove that
Butler was also a federal informant much
earlier than was previously acknowl-
edged. In addition, six former Panthers
including Bobby Seale have submitted
affidavits that Pratt was at party meetings
in Oakland at the time of the murder.

The Spartacist League and Partisan
Defense Committee have called Geroni-
mo Pratt “America’s foremost class-war
prisoner.” To his many supporters, like
the trade unionists, former Black Pan-
thers and Vietnam veterans who attended
a June 3 press conference in San Francis-
co to announce the new legal actions, he
is a symbol of the struggle against the
virulent racism that is the bedrock of
American capitalist society. And because

he is also regarded as that symbol by the ~

state that wants him destroyed, it is ur-
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gently necessary to mobilize now, to
demand “Freedom for Geronimo Pratt!”
As PDC counsel Valerie West said at the
press conference, “all people who are
oppressed, particularly black people in
this country, win when he wins, when he
is vindicated.”

COINTELPRO: Campaign of
Racist State Terrorism

The FBI’'s COINTELPRO (“Counter-
intelligence Program™) provocation oper-
ation in the 1960s aimed to “disrupt, mis-
direct, discredit and otherwise neutralize
the activities” of black power groups

- and other militant organizations such as
" the American Indian Movement, Puerto

Rican independence fighters and antiwar
groups. In part modeled on programs

to disrupt and repress the Communist
Party and Socialist Workers Party in the
1940s and ’50s, COINTELPRO directed
293 operations against black groups. Of
those, 233 targeted the Black Panther
Party, which the maniacal FBI director
J. Edgar Hoover called the ‘“greatest
threat to the internal security of the U.S.”

Thirty-eight Panthers were murdered
outright by COINTELPRO. .Those Pan-
thers the government failed to simply
gun down in cold blood, they framed in
the courts, jailed and threw away the
keys. From May 1967 to December 1969,
the Panthers were hit with 768 arrests
and almost $5 million in bail bonds
(see Brian Glick, War at Home [1989]).
Not a few bourgeois figures built their
careers over the bullet-riddled corpses

FBI/COINTELPRO Memorandum, 28 January 1970
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Results of the interview will not be disseminated

St this time, as additional contact will be made with
BJTLER to determine_his potential as a PRI.

of the Black Panthers: Contragate co-
conspirator Edwin Meese presided over
the war on the Panthers as Governor
Ronald Reagan’s top cop in California;
Richard Held, a COINTELPRO specialist
who played a major role in targeting
Pratt in L.A., went on to lead the FBI
task force that seized 16 Puerto Rican
militants in August 1985, and now heads
the FBI in San Francisco. ‘

In early 1969, just after Geronimo
Pratt became a leader of the Los Angeles
Black Panther Party, he was designated
a “Key Black Extremist” by the FBI and

- targeted for “neutralization.” Immediately

Pratt was elevated to “Priority I” status
on the National Security Index of those
deemed by the government to pose a
“threat” to the government. An FBI cir-
cular in May 1969 called for charging
Pratt under the anti-Communist Smith
Act with seditious conspiracy and insur-
rection. And behind these designations
was naked state terror.

Two days before he was gunned down
in his bed by Chicago police, Panther
leader Fred Hampton had been in L.A.
meeting with Pratt. Four days later, in an
identical early morning raid, they came
for Pratt. On 8 December 1969, Los
Angeles Panther headquarters was be-
sieged by over 140 SWAT and regular
cops. Because of spinal injuries he sus-
tained in Vietnam, Pratt was sleeping on
the floor and escaped the bullets aimed
at his bed. At a New York PDC forum in
April 1989, then Amsterdam News re-
porter and former Panther Harold Jami-
son recalled, “The only reason Panthers
weren’t shot was because of Geronimo
Pratt. He had been a fortification expert
in Vietnam, and he taught the party how
to stay alive.”

Wesley Swearingen, the former FBI
agent who several years ago revealed that
the Los Angéles FBI wiretap logs which
could have proved Pratt’s alibi (and
innocence) in his 1972 trial were “miss-
ing,” was recently asked by a CBS News
team to explain the FBI’s actions against
Pratt. He replied: :

“I can’t. How do you explain an organi-
zation like the FBI putting an innocent
man in jail for 20 years or plotting

continued on page 10
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