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Reformist Left Wallows in Democratic Party Swamp-
- . -

The Clinton 
• uagmlre 

William Jefferson Clinton picked up 
where his predecessor Bush left off­
bombing Iraq, locking up Haitians flee­
ing terror and poverty, demanding more 
"sacrifice" from workers, minorities and 
the impoverished as unemployment con­
tinues to soar. Now Clinton is talking 
of bombing Serbian positions in Bosnia 
and maybe even sending ground troops 
into the Balkan quagmire. Clinton and 
Attorney General Reno recently exacted 
the ultimate "sacrifice" from a small 
integrated religious sect in Waco. Yet 
from the moment Clinton emerged as the 
front-runner in the 1992 Democratic pri­
maries,a host of supposed socialists 
clambered onto this yuppie racist's band­
wagon. Now these fake-left "Friends of 
Bill" are clamoring for him to "Keep his 
promises." 

After 100 days in office, Clinton 
admits to being "out of focus," though 
increasing sectors of the bourgeoisie see 
the new administration as out to lunch. 
The Economist (l0 April) bemoans 
"amateurishness" over Clinton's foreign 
policy misadventures. As for his cam­
paign promises, Clinton has promised 
nothing but more pain and no gain for 
working people, minorities and the poor. 

Clinton's message to the ghettos and 
barrios is drop dead, as he moves to slash 
nearly $100 billion in social benefits 
over the next four years, and proclaims 
"the end of welfare as we know it." For 
all the Clintons' talk of universal health 
care and occasional posturing against 
profit-gouging insurance companies, 
Clinton was in their hip pocket even 
before he got elected. His "managed 
competition" scheme is the brain child 
of insurance giants like Blue Cross 
and Prudential, who combined in an 
"Alliance for Managed Competition" 
last fall. 

Clinton has more millionaire repre­
sentatives of big business in his Cabinet 
than even Reagan and Bush had. His call 
for "equal sacrifice" spells higher taxes 
for the middle class and working peo­
ple; his labor secretary Robert Reich is 
dead-set against any increase in the sub­
poverty-level minimum wage. Clinton's 
only sop to organized labor, the so-called 
"striker replacement bill" which would 
ban the hiring of permanent scabs, is in 
fact a corporatist measure designed to 
force all industrial disputes into manda­
tory arbitration. 

The Mother's Day 1985 bombing of 
the black MOVE commune in Philadel­
phia was the signature of the Reagan 
years. Democrat Clinton waited only 
three months to etch his signature into 
the collective consciousness, with the 
coldblooded, televised incineration of 
86 men, women and children in the 
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Massacre in Waco, Saber Rattling over Bosnia 

Imperialist commander In chief Clinton greets troops returning from U.S. "humanitarian" invasion of Somalia. 

kill babies. So Reno "made her bones" 
at Waco. 

To the downtrodden masses of the 
world-at home or abroad-the Demo­
cratic "lesser evil" represents no less 
murderous and oppressive a "New World 
Order" than its Republican predecessor. 

Buying the "Death of 
Communism" 

Twelve years of Reagan and Bush 
have taken such a toll on the ostensible 
American left that they have devalued 
even their standard nickel-and-dime 
reformist expectations of" a Democrat in 
the White House. Tailing the Democrats 
is nothing new for these outfits, but in 
the old days it was done with a nudge 
and a wink and talk of "all out to fight 
the right." Now their support to the yup­
pie Dixiecrat in the White House is open 
and unabashed. 

The Democratic (Party) Socialists of 
America (DSA), of course, called on 
their supporters to be "enthusiastic par­
tisans of Clinton's victory." Even as the 
trial of the racist cops who beat Rodney 
King was becoming the launching point 
for a massive police-state buildup in 
Los Angeles, the Communist Patty's 
People's Weekly World (27 February) 
declared that "The new administration 
marks a change in the struggle against 
racism becailse we will not be dealing 
with the Reagan-Bush open defense and 
promotion of racism, racist brutality and 
discrimination. " 

But what's new and noteworthy is that 
a number of left groups are closing up 
shop to become Democrats pure and sim­
ple. In the past year, the political land­
scape has been littered with a growing 
number of corpses of reformist groups 
and periodicals. When it came to com­
munism or socialism, these outfits never 

walked the walk, but nowadays they 
don't even talk the talk. 

Last July the Guardian, that self­
proclaimed "independent radical news­
weekly," ran a front-page fund appeal 
entitled "The Last Guardian?" Well, 
almost-it actually turned out to be the 
next to last. Following the November 
election, its social-democratic equiva­
lent, In These Times, headlining "Oppor­
tunity Knocks" under a photo of Clinton, 
changed its format to suit its desired 
role as house organ of the new admin­
istration. They hope to follow in the foot­
steps of their mentor, DSA founder 
Michael Harrington, who hired on as an 
adviser to JFK. And at the time of the 
inauguration, the Nation proffered its rad­
lib advice in a special issue of "Memos 
to Bill," yearning for "a new faith that 

government can help people's lives." 
Among various self-styled communist 

groups, there was a stampede into obliv­
ion. Gus Hall's Communist Party USA 
suffered a major split in late 1991, reduc­
ing it to an ossified sect as a whole layer 
of social-democratic elements split to 
form the red-white-and-blue "Commit­
tees of Correspondence" (CoC). A tiny 
Stalinist offshoot, the Communist Labor 
Party, dissolved itself this January, form­
ing the equally true-blue American 
"National Organizing Committee." And 
the Marxist-Leninist Party, former cheer­
leaders for Albania's Enver Hoxha, is 
openly discussing whether to be or not 
to be. Meanwhile, the Fourth Interna­
tionalist Tendency, followers of Ernest 
Mandel, also bit the dust, with most of 

continued on page J 2 
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CLASS-STRUGGLE DEFENSE NOTES 

Free. Mondo and 
'Ed Poindexter! 

On March 9 Wopashitwe Mondo Eyen 
we Langa (David Rice) appeared before 
the Nebraska parole board, which for the 
first time recommended that the Board 
of Pardons commute Mondo's life sen­
tence to a term of a set number of years. 
This makes Mondo eligible for parole 
after 22 years in prison, framed up under 
the FBI's racist COINTELPRO vendetta 
against the Black Panther Party and its 
supporters. 

with the death sentence, and was offered 
a deal in which he pleaded guilty to juve­
nile delinquency in exchange for fram­
ing Mondo and Poindexter. Although 
Peak named four others as well, the 
prosecuting attorney, Art O'Leary, said 
he was only interested in Mondo and 
Poindexter. At a 1970 deposition 0 'Leary 
told Peak, "It doesn't make any dif­
'ference what the truth is concerning you 
at all." 

Mondo and Ed Poindexter were Black 
Panther Party supporters and former 
leaders of the Omaha, Nebraska Com­
mittee to Combat Fascism. They were 
convicted of the 1970 killing of a cop 
in a bomb explosion on the perjured tes­
timony of a scared 15-year-old, Duane 
Peak. After initially stating he acted alone 
in placing the bomb, Peak was threatened 

Five volumes of FBI COINTELPRO 
documents obtained through the Free­
dom of Information Act revealed that 
eviderice was intentionally withheld 
because Omaha's deputy police chief 
believed it would be damaging to the 
prosecution. Among the withheld evi­
dence was information concerning deals 
made between the prosecutors and Peak, 

TROTSKY 

Black Power and Class Power 
In the mid-1960s, under the impact of the 

defeats of the civil rights movement in the 
North and disillusioned with the Kennedy­
Johnson White House, black militants raised 
the slogan of "black power." Recognizing 
the potentially revolutionary impulse behind 
this slogan, our organization sought to link 
the black revolt against the "white power 
structure" to working-class struggle against 
the capitalist system. As against the radical 
nationalism then current among black mil­
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itants, we raised the program of revolutionary integrationism, the fight for black 
equality by the multiracial American working class under communist leadership. 

The adherents of "black power" are usually the most militant elements who have 
adopted the term partly because of its militant sound and partly because of its 
repugnance to white liberals. Thus the "black power" movement contains a number 
of radical points and methods which have caused the bourgeois press to shower 
vicious abuse on it. Some "black power" advocates profess to reject middle-class 
values and desire to serve "human" values; they generally favor independent political 
action such as the Black Panther Party in Lowndes County; they see the connection 
between the Negro struggle at home and anti-imperialist struggles abroad, as in 
SNCC's recent statement on Viet Nam; and they discuss the use of armed self-defense 
against racist terror. In short, the "black power" movement is raising questions whose 
answers lie outside the framework set up by the capitalist class. 

However, as yet the movement has not become consciously anti-capitalist. It has 
rejected what it knows as liberalism but is unsure of how to go further. Lacking a 
conscious orientation towards the working class, and constantly surrounded by bour­
geois propaganda, the movement may yet fall prey to bourgeois politicians with 
radical phrases or else become hopelessly isolated and demoralized .... 

The victory of the socialist revolution in this country will be achieved through 
the united struggle of black and white workers under the leadership of the revolu­
tionary vanguard party. In the course of this struggle unbreakable bonds will be 
forged between the two sections of the working class. The success of the struggle 
will place the Negro people in a position to insure at last the end of slavery, racism 
and super-exploitation. 
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-"Black and Red-Class Struggle Road to Negro Freedom," 
Spartacist supplement, May-June 1967 
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as well as the tape recording of the phone 
call which brought the cops to the bomb 
site. A 1970 FBI memorandum baldly 
stated, "Assistant COP [chief of police] 
GLENN GATES, Omaha PD, advised 
that he feels that any use of tapes of this 
call might be prejudicial to the police 
murder trial against two accomplices of 
PEAK .... " 

Mondo is an award-winning writer 
and artist, and has a monthly column 
carried in the Lincoln Journal. Poindex­
ter's case will be reviewed by the Parole 
Board in June. We urge readers to send 
letters now to the Board of Pardons, P.O. 
Box 94754, Lincoln, NE 68509-4754, 
calling for Mo~do's immediate release. 
Write the Nebraska Parole Board, 801 
W. Van Dorn Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 
68522, to demand freedom for Ed 
Poindexter. 

Supreme Court Murder 
At 4:39 a.m. on May 12, Mexican 

American Leonel Herrera was injected 
with lethal chemicals. Ten minutes later 
he was dead-a "legal" state murder that 
exemplifies the bloody injustice of 
America's Halls of Justice. Three months 
earlier on January 25, the Supreme Court 
declared that new evidence of his inno­
cence did not entitle Herrera to a hearing 
before execution. In his final statement 
Herrera insisted, "I am an innocent man 
and something very wrong is taking 
place tonight." 

The Rehnquist court had already pro­
nounced Herrera dead in Febru,ary of last 
year, when it agreed to hear his appeal 
but refused to stay the execution. If a 
state court had not intervened to issue a 
stay, Herrera's body would have been 
long cold before the Supreme Court ever 
decided whether or not he had a right to 
a new hearing! Happy to put the nails 
in the coffin they built for Herrera over 
a year ago, Rehnquist & Co. rejected 
four late-hour appeals in Herrera's final 
hours. 

With legal constraints disappearing 
and bipartisan legislatures expanding the 
list of crimes punishable by death, the 
death toll grows higher each year. Thirty­
one people were executed in the U.S. 
last year, the greatest number since 1962. 
With Clinton in the White House the 
death row speedup has accelerated, with 
executioners churning out corpses at 
nearly one a week. Already next week, 
the state of Texas has scheduled the exe­
cution of another Mexican American, 
Pedro Solis Sosa. 

Just hours before Herrera was exe­
cuted, the PDC sent the following protest 
to Governor Ann Richards: 

"The case of Leonel Herrera is partic­
ularly infamous. It is with this case that 
the state of Texas insists that it has the 
right to execute even those who are inno­
cent. In a blood-curdling decision the 
Supreme Court agreed, ruling that new 
evidence which may prove his innocence 
is not grounds for a new trial. Even Jus­
tice Blackmun has called ~his 'perilously 
close to simple murder.' 

Wopashitwe Mondo Eyen we Langa 
(David Rice), left, and Ed Poindexter, 
jailed supporters of the Black Panther 
Party. 

"The Mexican government among oth­
ers has protested the scheduled execu­
tion. Mr. Herrera's case illustrates once 
again the racist nature of the death pen­
alty. Mexican American Leonel Herrera 
was tried by a jury which included a 
police detective who had investigated the 
case,.and friends and relatives of the dead 
police officers. Poor and Hispanic, like 
many of those on death row, Mr. Herrera: 
was pronounced dead by the Texas judi­
cial system as soon as he walked into 
that courtroom eleven years ago-so the 
state of Texas sees no need to consider 
new evidence of his innocence now. 

"Texas harbors a sordid history 
of innocent men on death row who 
only through desperate luck were able 
to escape excruciating and horr:fying 
death. We have only to mention Randall 
Dale Adams and Clarence Brandley, who 
even now the state is vindictively pur­
suing for child support he couldn't pay 
during his nine years on the Row. 

"The coals have barely cooled outside 
of Waco, and bodies of still more victims 
remain to be shoveled into bags. Yet the 
state of Texas along with the federal gov-

AP 
Leonel Herrera 

ernment continues to feed the judicial 
machinery of death. 

"The Partisan Defense Committee 
demands: Stop the execution of Leonel 
Herrera!" 

Around the world, opponents of the 
barbaric, racist death penalty are rallying 
to the call to save death row political 
prisoner and former Black Panther 
Mumia Abu-Jamal. To join the campaign 
for Jamal we urge readers to contact the 
PDC. 

* * * 
We encourage WV readers to continue 

to support and build the PDC. Become 
a monthly sustaining contributor. You 
can aid the program to support class-war 
prisoners and other activities by becom­
ing a mOJ1thly sustainer. Send a donation 
of $5 or more and receive a subscription 
to Class-Struggle Defense Notes. For a 
single- copy send $1 to: Partisan Defense 
Committee, P.O. Box 99, Canal. Street 
Station, New York, New York 10013 .• 

WORKERS VANGUARD 



letter 

On the Communalist War in Bosnia 
Dear Editor: 

I have been reading WV for many 
years (almost 20) and must comment 
about your coverage of ex-Yugoslavia. I 
believe that there are some unexplained 
inconsistencies in WV's position con­
cerning the conflict. To begin with, 
unless the bourgeois press is completely 
overestimating the danger of annihila­
tion of the Bosnians, shouldn't the Spar­
tacist League be in favor of self-defense 
of the Bosnians? At what point will the 
Spartacist League be in favor of mili­
tary support to the Bosnians? The press 
never seems to report Bosnian atrocities 
against other populations, it is true, but 
militarily it looks evident that the Bos­
nians are definitely the weaker force. 

I'm writing this April 24, and it may 
be that tomorrow the U.S. will bomb the 
Serbs or let the Bosnians have arms. 
Nevertheless, this does not put an end 
to the practical questions I am trying to 
raise in this letter. Marxists can't polit­
ically support' nationalists, either the 
Serbs or the Bosnians. It could change 
tomorrow, and the Bosnians, with U.S. 
support, could do to the Serbs what 
everybody else is doing to them. But for 
at least a year now it seems to me that 
one has to be a bit of an ostrich not to 
see that the Bosnians are getting the 
worst of it. ' 

Isn't Bosnia looking more and more 
like the situation with the Ibo tribe 
in Nigeria-Biafra? Wasn't the Marx­
ist position no political support to 
nationalism but in cases where whole 
populations are being threatened with 
extinction Marxists extend military sup­
port to defend the beleaguered popu­
lation? The Spartacist League had a 
(retrospective) position of support for 
Hebrew workers in 1949, didn't it, 
because the SL believed (erroneously) 
that the Jews were in danger of being 
thrown into the sea? The SL supported 
the Hebrew workers militarily even 
though there was no working class polit­
ical axis to support and Jewish terrorists 
were indiscriminately killing Palestini­
ans. The reason for abandoning this posi­
tion was new evidence that Hebrew 
workers were not under any real threat 
of extinction at the time. Nevertheless, 
the logic of the SL position, extending 
military support for populations under 
threat of extinction, still holds, does it 
not? The support for the Hebrew workers 
in 1949 was done despite the fatt-that 
imperialist intentions i~ the area sup­
ported Israel. 

On the other hand, no such military 
support was extended by the SL to the 
Greeks living on Cyprus when Turkey 
invaded. Is it because the Turks made it 
known they were after only half of the 
island? What would have happened if 
they decided to annihilate the Greeks? 

In the U.S. the SL has a position of 
supporting armed self-defense of blacks 
threatened by the Klan. Is this position 
only for the U.S.? Isn't self-defense a 
basic democratic right? It applies to Ala­
bama in the 1960's but not to Bosnia in 
the 1990's? 

It is obvious to anyone who reads the 
papers that the main reason the Bosnians 
are being slaughtered is because they 
don't have the arms necessary for 
defense. The SL has a very well-defined 
position against gun control. Relatively 
speaking, gun control is in effect in 
Bosnia. They can't defend themselves. 
Everyone else can. Does this mean that 
the SL position against gun control 
applies only to the U.S. and not any­
where else in the world? 

From where I sit the SL has a problem 
with this and I really would like to see 
something cogent written about this in 
your press. In a military conflict like this 
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an arms embargo is a death sentence. 
How will it serve the working class if 
the Bosnians are slaughtered because the 
SL has a position concerning interpene­
trated peoples and there is no side to 
choose? Why is the SL blurring the dis­
tinction between military support and 
political support in this instance? Does 
this represent some sort of pacifism? 

A Reader 

WV replies: In our last issue (WV No. 
575, 7 May), the front-page article 
"U.S./NATO Hands Off the Balkans!" 
restated and explained our position: 
"Revolutionary Marxists take no sides 
in the bloody communalist/nationalist 
wars ripping apart the former Yugoslavia 
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as an outcome and motor of capital­
ist counterrevolution." The bourgeois 
media, in contrast, have been whipping 
up sentiment for U.S. intervention by 
harping on the theme of supposed Ser­
bian "genocide~' against "the Bosnians." 
"A Reader" premises his arguments on 
this war propaganda. Nevertheless, the 
questions raised are worth answering. 
'. In the first place, Bosnia is not a nation 
3nd there is no Bosnian nationality. As 
a province in the Ottoman and then 
Habsburg empires, Bosnia wa~ a region 
of three very closely related South Slavic 
peoples who became thoroughly inter­
mingled in the course of many cen­
turies. Forty-five percent of the popula­
tion in this former Yugoslav republic are 
Slavic Muslims, a third are Serbs and 
17 percent are Croats, all speaking the 
same language (Serbo-Croatian). No 
region within Bosnia is close to being 
ethnically homogeneous. Even the bor­
der areas with the greatest concentra­
tions of Serbs and Croats had large 
Muslim minorities. 

A resolution adopted by our party 
in 1974 stated: "the democratic issue 
of self-determination for each of two 
nationalities or peoples who geographi­
cally interpenetrate can only conceiv­
ably be resolved equitably within the 
framework of the proletariat in power" 
(quoted in "Birth of the Zionist State: A 
Marxist Analysis, Part 2," WV No. 45, 
24 May 1974). This referred to the sit­
uation of the Arab and Hebrew-speaking 

..peoples in Israel and is equally relevant 
to the case of Greeks and Turks in 
Cyprus, also cited by the writer. Under 

capitalism, attempts by one of any 
such interpenetrated peoples to consol­
idate a nation-state will inevitably be 
at the cost of the other(s), whether in 
the form of forced population transfers, 
military occupation or other kinds of 
oppression. 

With the breakup of the Yugoslav 
bureaucratically deformed workers state, 
the Bosnian Muslims in April 1992 
declared Bosnia independent of what 
was now a de facto Greater Serbian state. 
The Serbs and Croats rejected be­
ing minorities in a Muslim-dominated 
statelet and fought to attach regions 
they dominated to Serbia and Croatia. 
Under bourgeois-nationalist leadership, 
the division of Bosnia under the guise 

of self-determination has necessarily led 
. to massacres and brutal population trans­
fers, now called "ethnic cle~iisiQg." This 
is a war for territory. It is of no concern 
to the contending nationalists whether 
those they are trying to push out live or 
die-they just want them somewhere 
else. To compare this to the Nazi Holo­
caust (the current refrain of the Western 
media) is to diminish Nazi genocide, 
which was aimed at completely extermi­
nating Jews, Gypsies and other "Unter­
menschen" (subhumans). 

The Montenegrin liberal Aleksa Djilas, 
unlike Western liberals who scream "gen­
ocide," proposes a bourgeois-democratic 
solution for the three contending peoples: 

"The solution to the Bosnian tragedy is 
therefore division into three units: Mus­
lim, Serbian and Croatian. Serbian and 
Croatian units should be allowed to join 
Serbia and Croatia respectively. Of 
course, the Muslim unit, situated in cen­
tral Bosnia, should be much larger than 
at the moment either Serbs or Croats are 
ready to accept." 

-New York Times, 16 April 

However, the bourgeois-nationalist lead­
ership of the Muslims, too, is unwilling 
to accept the democratic rights of the 
other two peoples. 

Right now the Muslims are, as "A 
Reader" puts it, "getting the worst of it." 
But if the Milosevic regime in Serbia, 
under pressure from the Western impe­
rialists, cuts off support to the Bosnian 
Serb militias and if the Muslim army 
receives heavy weaponry as Clinton 
favors, the military balance of force can 
quickly be reversed. In that case the 
Muslim army will move to retake the 

land they've lo§t, driving out the Serbs 
and Croats in their own version of "eth­
nic cleansing." 

Our reader draws an analogy between 
the Bosnian Muslims and the Ibos in the 
Nigerian civil war of 1967-69, when we 
gave military support to the Biafran 
army. Wherein lies the difference? Nige­
ria was (and is) a neocolonial state cob­
bled together by British imperialism 
from among ethnically diverse and geo­
graphically separated peoples. At the 
time of the Biafra secession in mid-1967, 
the nine million Ibos of Nigeria were 
concentrated in the Eastern Region. An 
independent Biafran state in no way 
meant oppression of the Hausas of the 
Northern Region or the Yoruba of the 
Western Region. The Hausa-dominated 
Nigerian Federal Army aimed to subju­
gate the Ibos, and killed at least two mil­
lion people to force the surrender of the 
Biafran army. 

Rather than Nigeria, the situation in 
Bosnia more closely resembles Lebanon 
or Northern Ireland (Ulster), where 
attempts to find a bourgeois solution to 
the "national question" among interpen­
etrated peoples, ethnic and religious 
groupings have resulted in decades-long 
bloody and intractable conflict. 

In arguing for military support to 
the Bosnian Muslims, our reader also 
appeals to the democratic right of indi­
viduals or small communities to defend 
themselves against violent attack. The 
analogy of blacks attacked by Klansmen 
in the American South has no bearing 
on what is happening in Bosnia. The 
combatants there are not isolated villag­
ers and local bands of racist terrorists. 
They are armed forces, numbering in 
the tens of thousands, linked to and 
supported by two newly formed bour­
geois states (Serbia and Croatia) and a 
bourgeois proto-state (Muslim Bosnia). 

Likewise, the issue of the international 
arms embargo has nothing to do with 
providing the civilian population with 
small arms. There are plenty of AK-47s 
and other automatic rifles in Bosnia. The 
Muslim leaders want to acquire heavy 
weaponry like artillery and tanks for 
their army. We are not for the imperialist 
arms embargo, but to agitate for lifting 
the arms embargo is tantamount to giv­
ing military support to the Bosnian Mus­
lim army, which, should it gain the upper 
hand, would wreak vengeance on the 
Serbs and Croats. This is not a progres­
sive solution. 

Refusing to support one side militarily 
in this all-sided ethnic butchery is hardly 
"pacifism." As we wrote in the last 
issue of WV: "Trotskyists fight to build 
proletarian-internationalist communist 
parties that will wage uncompromising 
struggle against all forms of nationalism, 
and put an end to 'ethnic cleansing' once 
and for all in a Socialist Federation of 
the Balkans.". 
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1 Labor's Gotta Play Hardball to tmll 
For a National Coal Strike! 
CHICAGO, May 17-Two thousand coal miners 
walked off the job at a handful of mines in Illinois and 
Indiana a week ago in what United Mine Workers 
(UMW) president Richar~ Trumka called "strategic, 
selective st~ikes" against the Bituminous Coal Operators 
Association (BCOA). During a tour of the striking 
UMW locals last week, Trumka blustered that all 60,000 
miners covered by the expired contract might end up 
on strike if the bosses didn't "come to their senses." 
But he quickly added, "I hope that doesn't happen." 

A national UMW coal strike is urgently needed now! 
By striking only Amax, Zeigler and Arch Minerals, 
Trumka is playing the bosses' game, calling out a tiny 
fraction of the union while the rest of the BCOA outfits 
replace the lost profits of the handful of struck com­
panies. In Boone County, West Virginia, "Trumka" and 
"selective strike" are curses-these miners went out 
during February, before being ordered back without a 
contract by the UMW chief. And now, after a 60-day 
contract extension, another set of UMW locals are left 
to go it alone. 

The Chicago Tribune (11 May) gloated that "Ana­
lysts doubted whether the limited strike would have 
much effect on the nation's slumping coal industry 
because of the ample amounts of stored coal at mines 
and utilities." UMW members must stop the flow of 
coal to cut off all the mine owners' profits. This means 
demanding that union rail, barge and longshore workers 
"hot-cargo" (refuse to handle) all coal shipments. It 
also means sending roving pickets to shut down 
un struck and non-union mines, like miners did during 
the great coal strike of 1977-78. 

Then there were 18,500 miners producing almost 60 
million tons of coal in Illinois. Now only 8,830 workers 
mine the same amount of coal. Less than 30 percent 
of coal mined in the U.S. today is from UMW-organized 
pits. BCOA operators use "double breasting," the open­
ing of non-union subsidiaries, to wipe out hundreds of 
UMW jobs. Scores of miners die each year in miserably 
paid jobs at non-union mines from West Virginia to 
Illinois. These are the fruits of 20 years of pro-Labor 
Department "reformers" in the UMW, from Arnold 
Miller to Trumka. In fact, Trumka's 1988 contract 
encourages the coal bosses to shut down union mines, 
as they are only required to hire three out of every five 
miners from the ranks of the UMW. 

As the companies' labor costs per ton plummet and 
worker output soars, Trumka pleads, "We are simply 
asking that. .. UMWA members get a fair share of the 
new jobs they helped create through their hard work." 
But the profit-hungry coal barons aren't interested in 
Trumka's pipe dream of "cooperation." Not appeals to 
the bosses, but union power is the key to reversing the 
bosses' attacks on labor. The UMW must launch an 
aggressive organizing drive based on militant action: 
mass pickets, secondary boycotts, sitdown strikes. The 
first step today is a solid UMW strike against the whole 
BCOA and its "independent" satellites. 

Greyhound: A "Model" 
of Betrayal 

Their strikes were a symbol of the 1980s-twice 
Greyhound drivers, mechanics and clericals struck 
against a company intent on wiping out the union. The 
first strike, in 1983, was marked by a huge outpouring 
of support from unionists across the country-and by 
the grotesque betrayal of the union tops who hung the 
strikers out to dry for 47 days. The second strike against 
Fred Currey, the archetypical corporate raider, began 
on March 2, 1990. The 9,000 strikers endured hundreds 
of arrests, RICO charges, injunctions, jail sentences 
and even the murder 'Of picket Robert Waterhouse in 
Redding, California. But again they were sacrificed to 
class collaboration, amid consumer boycotts, empty 
"solidarity" rallies and appeals to the capitalist state 
to "outlaw" scabbing-the kind of "militant" window­
dressing specialized in by NYC Local 1202 head (and 
Workers World darling) Harold Mendelowitz-as the 
strike was frittered away. 

Now, after more than three years, the AFL-CIO 
bureaucrats in Washington, and their reformist toadies 
like the Communist Party's People's Weekly World, are 
proclaiming "Victory for Greyhound Strikers!" On 
April 20, Amalgamated Transit Union president James 
La Sala called the six-year contract "a model for labor­
management relations in our country." It's a-model all 
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Greyhound union militants In San Francisco stop 
scab bus at 1990 rally to honor labor martyr 
Robert Waterhouse. . ' 

right-for betrayal. Of the 9,000 strikers, 550 will be 
recalled to work-alongside the scabs who took their 
jobs and have been given superseniority. (Another 
1,500 strikers had already gone back, most after union 
sanctions against returning to work were lifted last 
May.) Many strikers charged for strike activities are 
still being targeted by the capitalist courts, including 
driver Roger Carthwa, who is facing a second trial in 
Connecticut. 

The much-ballyhooed $22 million in back wages to 
settle ATU labor board charges is less than one-tenth 
of what the company was liable for. One financial 
analyst bragged that the settlement was of "no cost 
to the company," while it guaranteed labor peace 
through 1998. It is not surprising that even after three 
years out of work, 43 percent of the strikers voted 
to throw this back in the ATU bureaucrats' face. 

In 1990 we warned that "the Greyhound strikers are 
being set up as the next 'strike martyrs' by the cynical 
and cowardly union bureaucracy." Rather than 1000king 
to Democratic Party mayors, governors, Congressmen 
and now the president-who are one and all enemies 
of the workers-there must be a fight to forge a class­
struggle leadership fighting for a revolutionary workers 
party and a workers government. The working class 
will not forget the pro-capitalist traitors who engineered 
this bitter defeat-nor the cheerleaders of the reformist 
left who greased the skids for them. 

Labor Must Come to 
the Aid of Bessemer, 
Alabama Strikers! 
ATLANTA, May 16-Combative Steelworkers at Trin­
ity Industries have been on strike for eight months, 
defending their health benefits and the very existence 
of the union at the Bessemer, Alabama rail car 
plant. The more than 500 strikers, members of United 
Steelworkers Local 9226, have stayed solid, refus­
ing to buckle to the company's demand that they aban­
don 57 workers fired for defending their picket 
lines. More than 30 strikers face frame-up charges in 
the bosses' courts. Now Trinity is threatening to 
close the plant on June 3, and is already removing 
machinery from the factory and moving work to its 
other plants. 

At a March 6 "solidarity" rally dominated by the 
USW A tops, a striker angrily told WV that if the strikers 
"had kept doing what we did in October, the strike 
would have been ov~r in a week." He was referring to 
the mass picket whic;h toppled the guard towers of the 
company goons and shut the plant down tight. But the 
USWA tops, echoed by the misnamed Militant news­
paper of the Socialist Workers Party, hailed the strike­
breaking injunctions handed down by a local judge. As 
one striker told the International reps, "You guys are 
telling us to cool out. You're drawing $60,000 a year­
I'll take the $60,000, you walk the line, then I'll cool 
out." 

Birmingham labor, especially steel workers and coal 
miners, must come to the aid of the integrated Trinity 
strikers with mass pickets and a plant occupation to 
keep the machinery in Bessemer. Led by black and 

white Communists, steel workers used the sitdown tac­
tic to win a dramatic CIO victory in Birmingham in 
1936. Trinity employs 10,000 other workers at scores 
of plants across the U.S., including one organized by 
the UAW in Greenville, Pennsylvania which has 
worked throughout the Bessemer strike. On the strength 
of a militant sitdown, Bessemer strikers can appeal 
over the heads of the UAW bureaucrats for other trinity 
workers to back their strike in action. Trinity recently 
signed a big contract to deliver 150 rail cars to Bur­
lington Northern by July. Railroad workers must hot­
cargo Trinity products! A victory in this battle in the 
"Pittsburgh of the South" would be a spur to organizing 
integrated labor throughout the open-shop South. 

Victory to Jersey 
Supermarket Strikers!. 
MAY 17-United Food and Commercial Workers 
Union Local 1262 is locked in a battle with supermarket 
bosses across northern New Jersey and counties north 
of New York City. The issue for the workers, many of 
whom 'earn only $6.00 an hour for part-time work, is 
defending their health care benefits. As the strike by 
Local 1262 spread to 58 stores last weekend, the 
employers responded by locking out workers at another 
72 stores. The 28,000-strong local, mainly women and 
minorities, represents workers at 312 Shop Rite, Grand' 
Union, Pathmark and Food Town stores in New Jersey, 
New York and Pennsylvania. It is the largest private­
sector union in New Jersey. 

Workers had been without a contract since April 10, 
but the UFCW didn't pull anyone out until May 7. As 
the strike spread and lockouts mounted, the union tops 
let the bosses order union workers to train the same 
scabs who were to replace them! Despite a federal 
court injunction limiting pickets to four, and heavy 
intimidation and harassment by cops and rent-a-goons, 
the spirited strikers have received widespread support 
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Picketing New Jersey grocery workers 
lockout by Path mark bosses. 

from workers in the community. When a WV sales team 
joined the picket line, a striker with the bullhorn 
chanted "What do you get when you have a class­
struggle strike?" and the pickets yelled "Victory!" 

But the union bureaucrats' reliance on a consumer 
boycott is a dead end-instead the power of labor must 
be mobilized through secondary boycotts and strikes. 
Right now, Teamster drivers are "observing" the picket 
lines by leaving their trucks outside the stores to be 
unloaded. This is playing by the bosses' rules. UFCW 
strikers: Throw up pickets at the warehouses and shut 
down all 312 stores now! Victory to the supermarket 
strikers! 

Airline Unionists: Don't 
Let Kitchen Workers Qe 
Thrown to. the Wolf! 
SAN FRANCISCO, May 8-More than 1,000 unionists 
rallied at the San Francisco International Airport today 
to protest United Airline's threatened layoff of kitchen 

continued on page 14 
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East -German Metal Strikers in 
Uproar Over "Compromise" Deal 

BERLIN, May 18-For the last two 
weeks, some'40,000 east German metal 
and steel workers have been on strike 
against the bosses' tearing up of a 1991 
pay agreement which would have raised 
wages to 82 percent of west German lev­
els on April 1. After two months of dem­
onstrations and "warning strikes," the IG 
Metall union called unlimited walkouts 
in Saxony and the Baltic coast state of 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern at the begin­
ning of May. In spite of 50 percent unem­
ployment in the east and even more in 

the metal sector, workers voted over­
whelmingly (85-90 percent) to strike. 
The bourgeois media noted that fighting 
sentiment was surprisingly strong. 

At first the head of the employ­
ers association, Gesamtmetall, blustered 
that the union "can strike until it's dead 
if it wants." But when a vote for a full 
strike was held in the other east German 
states, posing the prospect of 350,000 
workers in the streets, suddenly a '~pilot 
deal" was struck under the supervision 
of the Christian Democratic prime min­
ister of Saxony. Wages would gradually 
rise to 80 percent of the western level 
by the end of the year, and parity would 
be delayed until 1996. "Hardship" 
clauses could delay that until 1997 or 
allow companies to drop out, while for­
mally maintaining a region-wide contract. 
Nothing is said of the real hardships 
faced by east German workers, of course. 

Overall, various escape clauses 
amount to a whopping 6 billion D-marks 
($3.9 billion) lifted from the workers' 
pockets to fill the bosses' coffers. East 
German metal workers are under­
standably enraged. This comes after their 
bitter experience with Chancellor Kohl's 
vote-hustling lie in the 1990 East Ger­
man elections, that reunification would 
soon produce a "blooming landscape." 
Instead capitalism has brought with it a 
wasteland of shut-down industry, mass 
joblessness and rightist terror. So while 
strikers in Saxony voted to accept the 
deal, steel workers have turned down the 
pact, and metal workers in Brandenburg 
angrily denounced the "pilot sellout" and 
"shit compromise." 

When comrades of the Spartakist 
Workers Party of Germany (SpAD) went 
to the giant Hennigsdorf works yes-
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terday, the steel strike was solid and a 
warning strike and rally had been called 
at the locomotive plant. Today another 
warning strike was called and buses took 
several hundred Hennigsdorf workers to 
Berlin., where they besieged the negotia­
tors. The German ruling class is worried 
that this struggle, the first major strike 
in the east since capitalist reunification, 
and indeed in the last 60 years,could 
"get out of hand" and become a lightning 
rod for rampant discontent, leading to a 
generalized class upsurge. 
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What the bosses fear most of all is an 
extension of the strike to the core sectors 
of the industry in the west. In February 
and March, steel workers and coal min­
ers repeatedly demonstrated in the Ruhr, 
and last week Mercedes Benz workers 
in Stuttgart staged a wildcat two-hour 
work stoppage. IG Metall chief Franz 
Steinktihler has been careful to limit 
action in the west to symbolic gestures. 
But now his credibility has been shot 
down by reports that as a member of 
the board of Daimler-Benz he gleaned 
100,000 D-marks from insider stock 
purchases! 

Noting that amid a capitalist eco­
nomic crisis, with mass layoffs and 
plant shutdowns, isolated strikes cannot 
achieve much, a May Day leaflet by the 
SpAD headlined "Metal, Steel, Mines: 
Full Strike Now, East and West!" and 
emphasized "Workers Must Fight for 
Power!" It called for solid picket lines 
and elected strike committees. The leaf­
let denounced the treacherous role of 
the Social Democracy in collaborating 
with Kohl's wage-gouging, job-slashing 
offensive, including the call by SPD 
leader Bjorn Engholm (who has s,ince 
resigned in another scandal) for a "~ec­
ond labor market"-i.e., a low-wage 
region-in the east: 

"Down with Kohl/Engholm/Steinkiih­
ler's 'solidarity pact,' which is being 
used to frontally attack the working 
class. Extending the struggles from the 
strategic metal sector to the militant pub­
lic workers could lead to a general strike 
against the capitalist regime." 

The public workers strike in May 
1992, while ultimately sold out by 
the OTV union tops, shook the Kohl 
government. Throughout Europe, as the 
counterrevolutionary wave has swept 

the east, the imperialist bourgeoisies 
have launched a broad attack, hitting 
in particular immigrants and minori­
ties, women and children, the sick and 
elderly. From Rome to London to Frank­
furt, the capitalists want to put an 
end to the social benefits of the post­
war "welfare state," and drive the stand­
ard of living of the working class 
down to the lowest level. German indus­
trialists, paying an average of $26 an 
hour in wages and benefits, increasingly 
threaten to move production to low-wage 

Striking metal 
workers block 
scab trucks at 
Henningsdorf steel 
plant outside Berlin. 
East German strikes 
must be spread to 
West where Ruhr 
steel workers have 
protested closures 
and layoffs (above). 

areas like Czechoslovakia, Mexico ... or 
the U.S. 

Such a full-scale capitalist offensive 
can only be fought by. a determined 
class-struggle mobilization of the work­
ers. But the social-democratic union 
misleaders are wedded to the b9urgeois 
state through the institutionalized class 
collaboration of the "German model" 
("co-determination," union-m~nagement 
"plant councils," etc.). Seeking to pre­
vent a linkup by the combative east 
German workers, who are far less under 
the thumb of the SPD, with the economic 
power of the west German workers, 
Steinktihler uses every opportunity to 
whip up anti-Communism. On April 24 
in Leipzig he railed against "60 years of 
dictatorship"-grotesquely equating the 

Berlin, April 7: 
Sparta kist Workers 

Party protests 
deportation of 

"foreign" workers 
from Germany, 

demands full 
citizenship for 
all immigrants. 

DDR with Hitler's Third Reich-but 
none of the workers applauded. 'They 
see around them the devastating results 
of the destruction of the bureaucrati­
cally deformed East German workers 
state. 

Having sold out the DDR to the Frank­
furt bankers, the social democrats of the 
second mobilization of the ex-Stalinist 
PDS (Party of Democratic Socialism) are 
likewise pushing a class-collaborationist 
"solidarity pact"-as in 1990, they just 
want to bargain for "better" terms for 
the sellout. Even as metal workers were 
protesting the "pilot deal," on Saturday 
the PDS' Neues Deutschland (15 May) 
trumpeted a "breakthrough" in the con­
flict, a "partial victory" making it pos­
sible for the strike to be "set aside." But 
by Monday they discovered that "new 
hurdles" to an agreement had "surpris­
ingly appeared." 

Steinktihler & Co. also seek to divide 
workers from their class brothers and sis­
ters internationally, pushing German 
nationalism in the form of protectionist 
poison. But no "German steel concept" 
will save the tens of thousands of jobs 
that are now on the chopping block in 
the Europe-wide steel crisis. That will 
require instead, as the SpAD said in its 
leaflet, "workers revolution bringing 
about real internationalist economic 
planning in the framework of a Socialist 
United States of Europe." 

The key to victory lies in uniting 
all sectors of the proletariat around a 
revolutionary program. As the SpAD 
leaflet noted: 

"In particular, the militant Turkish and 
Kurdish workers, who are strategic to 

'west German industry and have few 
illusions in the pro-capitalist ideology of 
the SPD, are on the front lines in strikes. 
The fight against layoffs must be linked 
to defense of immigrant workers. Mili­
tant strike committees and strike pickets 
can also be the basis for defense of 
immigrant worker and refugee hostels 
and form the core of a future workers 
militia .... 
"The growing fascist attacks, which have 
escalated on the basis of the German 
nationalism and devastating economic 
destruction produced by counterrevolu­
tion, have also produced strong resis­
tance. A new generation of radical youth 
has taken to the streets to defend immi­
grants and refugees against the Nazi 
terrorists and attacks by the state. The 
most powerful and best-organized work­
ing class in Europe can be mobi­
lized and crush the Nazi scum like step­
ping on an eggshell. But here again, 
the decisive factor is a revolutionary 
leadership, which as a tribune of all 
the exploited and oppressed links the 
struggles of minorities, women and 
youth with the class struggle of the 
workers.". 
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German women ministers at Croatian nationalist meeting in Zagreb: looking to the Bundeswehr to "pacify" Bosnia. 

Fourth Reich Feminists 
for Blitzkrieg in the Balkans 

The following article is translated 
from Spartakist No. 103 (May 1993), 
published by the Spartakist Workers 
Party of Germany, section of the Inter­
national Communist League (Fourth 
Internationalist). 

Daily the imperialists are beating the 
drums louder for intervention in the Bal­
kans. The Bonn government sends off a 
"humanitarian" Afrikakorps to Somalia, 
and Bundeswehr troops man AWACS 
planes as spotters to bomb Serb posi­
tions. U.S. president Clinton calls for air 
strikes and prepares an expeditionary 
force of 50,000-plus troops to Bosnia. 
But now there is something new on the 
Western front: the feminists and Greens 
are in the first row beating the drums 
for the imperialist warmongers. Already 
during the Persian Gulf War, [German 
chancellor Helmut] Kohl commanded: 
no "anti-Americanism," and in the very 
next "antiwar" marches demonstrators 
carried "We Are Not Anti-American" 
signs-until the bombing started, where­
upon the demonstrations stopped com­
pletely. Even some ostensible leftists 
supported the carpetbombing of the Iraqi 
population in the name of defending 
Israel. But now petty-bourgeois "pro­
gressives" and erstwhile pacifists have 
become the advance guard in the impe­
rialist drive to send German troops back 
to the front. 

In a debate moderated by Der Spiegel 
(1 February), the Green leader in the 
Hamburg parliament, Conny Jurgens, 
attacked retired Luftwaffe general Man­
fred Opel (of the Social Democratic 
Party, SPD) for rejecting the Greens' call 
for military intervention (made in com­
mon with such champions of "human 
rights" as Prince Oskar of Prussia and 
Prince Ferdinand von Bismarck): "But 
when the chips are down, then you 
chicken out, Herr General." She also 
demanded that "UN troops should, be 
deployed almost as policemen" in the 
Balkans. A "police action" is what they 
called the "UN" (in reality U.S.) war in 
Korea in 1950-53, that killed six million 
Koreans. But Jurgens et al. are pushing 
for the deployment of German troops, 
for the Fourth Reich to take up where 
the Third failed even after the massa­
cre of 1,700,000 Slavs in Yugoslavia: 
"Precisely because of their old guilt the 
Germans have a special obligation .... 
The Bundeswehr should participat{( in 
such pacification measures." Now their 
slogan is "Make peace with arms." 

The bloc of the Green "Realos" and 
feminists includes such prominent fig­
ures as NDR (North German Radio) 
Hannover boss Lea Rosh, Rupert Neu­
deck (of Radio Germany and the "human 
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rights" group Cap Anamur), Claudia 
Roth, Waltraud Schoppe, Ralf Fucks and 
Daniel Cohn-Bendit (known as "Danny 
the Red" in 1968 and now the Frankfurt 
city government official in charge of 
multicultural affairs). Roth, too, calls 
for using "semi- 'police' possibilities for 
intervention" to disarm the Serbs and try 
their leaders as war criminals. Greens 
such as Eva Quistorp, a European par­
liament delegate, called last year for the 
UN to bomb Serbian airports and arms 
factories. And Neudeck, who has made 
some of the most strident statements on 
mass rapes, said straight out in January, 

have been set up; there have been brutal 
mass population transfers. But the fem­
inists and Greens are exploiting the issue 
of widespread rape for even more ob­
scene purposes. Posing as "humanitari­
ans" they are using it as an ideological 
club to morally rearm the Fourth Reich 
and prepare the German population for 
sending in the Bundeswehr. 

To that end, on February 6 a confer­
ence of some 600 women met in Zagreb, 
retailed as "International Women's Sol­
idarity" but demanding military inter­
vention to stop the rapes in Bosnia. It 
was organized by Lea Rosh, whose fem-

Evacuation of Bosnian Muslims fleeing Srebrenica. German imperialists 
preCipitated bloody breakup of Yugoslavia. 

"What do we have an army for if we 
don't want to use it?" 

The "alternative" tageszeitung also 
knows which side it's on as interimpe­
rialist rivalries sharpen, writing on April 
17: "Unfortunately hardly any notice is 
taken in thtO German public that the 
construction of a Greater Serbia is by 
no means encountering disapproval in 
France and Great Britain, particularly 'in 
light of the fact that Germany's increas6d 
influence in Eastern Europe is regarded 
with suspicion .... " , 

The battle cry the feminists have taken 
up here is mass rape by Serbian forces 
in Bosnia. There is no doubt that there 
have been horrifying attacks on non­
Serb women, particularly by so-called 
"Chetnik" bands; as their models they 
look back to the Serb royalists who 
fought against the Communist Partisans 
in ~World War II. Thousands of women 
have been raped, concentration camps 

Illist rhetoric also earns her a sympa­
thetic hearing in taz. In TV talk shows, 
Rosh, who specializes in "coming to 
grips with the past," has been urging 
"reunited Germany" to own up to its 
"re~ponsibility" and stop hiding "in the 
shadow of the past." 

Look at the rogues' gallery of German­
nationalist politicians they invited. Rosh 
bragged on SAT-I TV, "We are going to 
Zagreb ... with a lot of German women 
ministers." Christian Democratic Bun­
destag president Rita Sussmuth was one 
of the sponsors. (Even Hillary Clinton 
sent a letter of greeting.) There was a 
bevy of SPD bigwigs including Herta 
Daubler-Gmelin, Regin~ Hildebrandt, 
Cornelia Schmalz-Jacobsen, and Greens 
such as Waltraud Schoppe and Eva 
Quistorp, one of the most rabidly mili­
tarist. There were Niedersachsen women 
ministers, an Austrian woman minister, 
and none other than Jutta Limbach 

(SPD), the rabid anti-Communist witch­
hunting Berlin minister of "justice," jet­
ting into Zagreb fresh after the flop of 
her show trial against former DDR head 
of state Erich Honecker. 

From the begimling this orgy of big­
otry was a Croatian war propaganda 
show. All Serbs were banned from 
attending. The conference couldn't agree 
on a declaration because the Croatians 
insisted that only the Serbs be named as 
guilty of rapes and "ethnic cleansing." 
When the only Serbian woman present 
(an opponent of the Milosevic regime) 
managed to sneak up to the microphone, 
over 100 Croatian women marched 
out--even though she also condemned 
Serbian soldiers. 

What hypocrisy the Fourth Reich fem­
inists show! The German sponsors and 
their parties were the ones who along 
with FDP foreign minister Genscher 
screamed "self-determination!" for Cro­
atia and Slovenia, and pressured Bonn's 
European allies to back this, thereby dis­
membering Yugoslavia and igniting 
bloody ethnic war in the area. Then 
through "constitutional" racism they 
slashed the right of asylum in Germany, 
barricading the borders to the war's vic­
tims. Bonn has even required women to 
present written proof they have been 
raped before they can enter the country! 

During World War II in Yugoslavia 
the populace, particularly women and 
minorities, knew that when Tito's Parti­
sans with the red star came to town you 
were safe. In contrast, the Croatian U sta­
sha committed savage genocide against 
the Serbs. The Chetniks also did their 
own "ethnic cleansing," when they 
weren't busy killing Communists. Today 
in the Balkans, atrocities are being com­
mitted not only by the Serbian national­
ists but by all sides; the truth, however, 
is not convenient in Bonn's vengeful pol­
icy against the Serbs. 

Left and right, the press took up the 
imperialists' cry last summer about con­
centration camp conditions in Serbian 
POW camps, but the 40 similar camps 
known to be run by the Croatian nation­
alists were assiduously ignored. The 
feminists claim that 60,000 and more 
Bosnian Muslim women have been 
raped, basing these claims on Croatian 
ultranationalist women's organizations. 
In January 1992 a special Common Mar­
ket commission of investigation declared 
that there were 20,000 cases, but their 
"evidence" too is shaky. Even Amnesty 
International has sharply criticized the 
extensive exploitation of the mass rape 
reports as a propaganda weapon. 

In the March issue of konkre( mag­
azine, Horst Schneider trenchantly ex-
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u.s. Feminists Beat Imperialist War . Drums 
Is there nothing the American feminist 

establishment won't do for Bill and Hil­
lary Clinton and the bloody aims of the 
U.S. ruling class? As the new adminis­
tration threatens to send bombs, guns 
and troops to the remnants of the former 
Yugoslav deformed workers state, some 
of the loudest war cries are coming from 
the liberal wing of the American capi­
talist class. 'And leading the charge are 
the imperialist feminists. Cheering on 
Attorney General Janet Reno, who 
proved by ordering mass murder in Waco 
that she can run the killing machine of 
domestic repression, now imperialist 
feminists are screaming "bombs away" 
over Bosnia. 

Exploiting the hideous reports of mass 
rape and sexual brutality in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, they're calling for the 
American jackboot to "save" the Bos­
nian Muslims from the terror of the Ser­
bian nationalists. Feminist bookstores 
circulate form letters to Clinton call­
ing for "strong, meaningful action ... 
NOW ·to protect the people of Bosnia­
Herzegovina." Liberal New York Times 
columnist Anna Q'uindlen tags the Pen­
tagon "the Rescuers" and calls for Bill ' 
Clinton to adopt "a clear mission, a 
clear plan" to do the "right thing" in 
Bosnia. Supposedly more militant fem­
inist groups like the rad-lib Women's 
Action Coalition demand "a strength­
ened U.N. peacekeeping force" in the 
Balkans. 

But the most grotesque of the femi­
nist warmongers is lawyer Catharine 
MacKinnon, the queen of the anti­
pornography witchhunt against sexual 
privacy over the past decade. Along with 
the National Organization for Women 
Legal Defense and Education Fund, 
MacKinnon has filed suit in a New York 
court against Serbian president Radovan 

Karadzic, charging him with ordering the 
widespread raping of Bosnian women as 
part of "ethnic cleansing." By calling on 
the court to issue an injunction against 
Karadzic, they're taking Washington's 
line that the U.S. has "supersovereignty" 
throughout the world ... and establishing 
a "legal" pretext for U.S. military inter­
vention, like Bush's invasion of Panama 
to get General Noriega. 

In her zeal to mobilize the forces of 
U.S. imperialism, MacKinnon has been 
playing the numbers game on rape in the 
former Yugoslavia. She was reported in 
the Washington Post as putting "the total 
at more than 50,000 women and girls 
raped, and another 100,000 killed." 
Human Rights Watch executive director 
Aryeh Neier admonished, "Citing in­
flated numbers that are not based on firm 
evidence could depreciate the horror 
of the crimes if it turns out that 'only' 
2,000 or 5,000 rape victims can be iden­
tified" (Nation, I March). In a January 
1993 report, Amnesty International also 
cautions that: 

"the issue of the rape of women (and of 
other atrocities committed in the con­
tlict) has been widely used as a propa­
ganda weapon, with all sides minimizing 
or denying the abuses committed by their 
own forces and maximizing those of their 
opponents." 

In a letter to the Nation (3 May) 
MacKinnon smears all concern for the 
truth of the matter as "ignoring rape" 
and shamelessly baits Neier: "After read­
ing his column, would you report your 
rape to this man?" 

But "men" are not the only ones rais­
ing questions. A letter in the rad-lib 
feminist Off Our Backs (May 1993) by 
Tanya Renne of the Center for Women 
in Zagreb, Croatia notes that MacKinnon 
is representing the Croatian nationalist 
women's group Kareta which focuses 

no 
Under protection of N~zi Wehrmacht, clerical-fascist Croatian Ustasha (above) 
massacred Serbs, Gypsies and Jews in World War II. 

posed the militarist use to which the 
topiC of mass rape in the former Yugo­
slavia has been put by the Greens, and 
feminists. But konkret editors Gremliza 
and S~hneider also beat the war drums 
for the D.S. "Desert Slaughter" and sup­
ported Israel. Now they complain that 
the "Greens/feminists were silent then 
about the rape of Kuwaiti women by' 
Saddam Hussein:s troops~ne 'of the 

, "atrocities" jnvent~d by the mass media 
as, imperialist war propaganda. 

. 'How is it that these, ~'PeMe" movement 
veterans are now the hawks? In the later 
'10sandear(y '80s the strengthened Ger­
man'im~ria1is.ts strove to undermine the 

'workers,stat€!seconomitally. That was 
the point of the SPD's Ostpolitik (eastern 

: , poHcy) lUld the objeqive basis . for the 
pro-imperiali~t "peac,~', movement in 
West GerrtJ.afiy. Reflectiag this',shift the 
Greens, and other "left~' satellites' of the 
SPD tlpenly embraced re:surgentGerman 
narkmali<;m-=-in leftist coloration. These 
f01'tes cheered everytltiag 'that smelled 
of 'counterrevolution~from the SPOt 
church-supported "peilce" movement jn 
the DD~and'cleri<ial,."reactiQJlary Soli­
d,m0sct~the feudaijst wujahedi~ "free-

~,,/~.,ftg~!ers" ,in Afg~istan. (Today 
.,~ .... ~,y<,!.~~~1i~.!~t\'("~~,.;.~,, '.'c ... , , .. ".:..,~~.:,<4f:;~"::,;;~-", 
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the plight of Afghm;t" women at the 
mercy of the murderous Islamic funda­
mentalists interests them not at all.) And 
now that the Soviet defomed workers 
state is no more and 'German imperial­
ism has been enormously , strength- ' 
ened by the capitalist counterrevolution; 
they are pressing for Germany ft> cap­
ture its "place in the sun,", with ~lood 
and iron, corresponding '0 the dawning 
epoch Of tht ''New Wodd Order." " 

For c,ongenitally antl"s6vie~" "left" 
naHonaHsts., falling over' themsel~es to 
step O,Ul of the '~shadow ~ the ,paSt.r; the 
emotioll';~ri iWic of ma!lsrapeig gon­
venienf as ito other in touching a ~~ial 
nerve. The reVerts fast fall of th'e mass 
rape of Muslim women in Bosnia "hap­
pened" to' hit Oennany just as feminist 
Helke, Sander's anti-Soviet. film ,came 
out about the raPe ofOetman women by 
the Red Army in World War II. What 
thismea~s was explained by N,eudeck 
in a tv ~ane! discussion on January 23 
moderated by: Lea Rosh: "We an, expe­
rienc~a~erribte situation ... the rape of 
an en*", people." With, his. mother, 

~ graI1d"nlother and oldersisier, jl'S a child 
"I reaiIyalso e~perienced' tbisterrible 
situation ... of,rape in Germany as well" 

exclusively on Serbian war atrocities: "I 
understand the distinction MacKinnon is 
making between the Serbs who are rap­
ing systematically and 'ordinary war­
rape.' MacKinnon does not, however, 
mention the fact that Croat and Muslim 
forces are engaging in this 'ordinary 
war-rape behavior'." 

This issue of Off Our Backs has a 16-
page pullouf on "Serbia's War Against 
Bosnia and Croatia," which is one big 
call for U.S.fUN intervention. The "left" 
wing notes that given the U.S.' "history 
of imperialism many of us instinctively 
cringe at the mention of intervention," 
but urges readers to "conceptualize the 
war in Bosnia-Hercegovina in feminist 
terms." This means sending arms to the 
Bosnian Muslim government and com­
ing out for "just intervention" by "our 
government." But the bulk of the special 
pullout is on the attack by four Bosnian 
women's groups represented by Mac­
Kinnon on a tour on "Rape in War" spon­
sored by the Washington, D.C. women's 
group MADRE. Their central accusation 
is that MADRE didn't talk about "spe­
cifically gell'ocidal rape" in Bosnia. 

In attacking Neier, MacKinnon also 
talks of "genocidal" rape. Are she and 
her clients referring to killing of rape ' 
victims? Not at all, what they are refer­
ring to is "the forcible impregnalion of 
non-Serbian women" in order "to pro­
duce what Serbs regard as 'chetnik' 
babies." The suffering of women sub­
jected to the horrors of rape and other 
forms of sexual violence is not what con­
cerns these ultra-nationalists-they're 
only concerned about what Southern seg­
regationists called miscegenation, "race­
mixing," or as Hitler called it "race pol­
luting." (Rabid Croatian nationalists 
have also denounced Croatian feminist 
writer Slavenka Drakulic as a "witch" 

for lacking "a sufficiently nationalist 
world view," as shown by her having 
married Serb men!) 

In addition to blatant racism, these 
latter-day Ustashi lionized by the im­
perialist feminists are virulent anti­
communists. Ka;eta and the other Croa­
tian nationalist women's groups also 
attack the MADRE tour for including 
speakers who were "empowered during 
the communist regime to speak for 
women," and one who wrote for a: "Yugo­
slav pornography magazine" (she was 
another of those labeled "witches"). 

So German "pacifist" Greens, anti­
Serb nationalists and the American 
feminist establishment (along with their 
rad-lib "sisters") are all looking to the 
agencies of international imperialism to 
save Bosnian women. NOW even called 
for sanctions by the IMF (International 
Monetary Fund), the hated international 
bankers' cartel which for decades has 
subjected hundreds of millions of the 
Third World poor to brutal starvation 
policies and which is now doing the 
same to the Soviet working people suf­
fering the lash of counterrevolution. 

The craven political services per­
formed today by American feminists for 
the goals of imperialism underline yet 
again that feminism is a political move­
ment of petty-bourgeois and bourgeois 
women whose "concern" extends only 
to removing barriers to their own success 
within this stinking capitalist society. 
With Hillary Rodham Clinton and Janet 
Reno basking in positions of power at 
the top levels of government, bourgeois 
feminist organizations like NOW and 
their frenzied attack dogs like Mac­
Kinnon exercise their new political clout 
by calling for bloody war by the most 
rapacious ruling class on the face of 
the earth .• 

Cap Anamur: "Human Rights" 
Anti-Communists for Hire 

One of the groups that has been 
most vociferous in demanding West­
ern, particularly German, military 
intervention in Bosnia is the '~Cap 

Anamur" emergency medical commit­
tee headed by Rupert N.eudeck. The 
activities of this outfit are drawn 
together by a common thread of anti­
Communism and anti-Sovietism. It 
was founded in 1979 with the aim of 
saving Vietnamese "boat people" and 
enjoyed the support of right-wing 
Bavarian leader Franz Josef Strauss. 
During the Reaganite '80s, Cap An­
amur was active in Afghanistan. In 
Angola last year, it took on a new 
project: clearing mines, using former 
East German tanks donated by the 
Bundeswehr. (Of course, this opera­
tion, in which two Angolans were 
killed, consisted of clearing govern­
ment mines, not those of the South 

, African- and CIA-financed UNITA.) 

(konkret, March 1993), For 12 years, 
Nazi propaganda minister Josef Goeb-

, bel~ deluged the German populatiOll with' 
such filth about the "subhuman" Slavic 
"Ivan" who was out to "pollute" Aryan 
womanhood. Neudeck's picture of "his­
tory" rivals the vilest fascist "Bolshevik 
menace'; posters with leering :'Slavic" 
faces under the red star. 

In one breathtaking blow Neudeck 
turns on its head the most barbaric epoch 
in human history.' In this war the Red , 
Army smashed Hitler's Third Reich and 
liberated Europe from the fascist night­
mare~-of genocide and "ethnic cleans­
ing" through savage industrialized mass 
murder ona scale unparalleled in human 
history. The rapes committed by the Red ' 
Army were largely due to Stalin's nation-

In the former Yugoslavia, Cap 
Anamur has taken up the cause of 
raped women in Bosnia. Drawing on 
30 million D-marks appropriated by 
the German, federal government for 
treating the women victims and 
another 300,000 DM from the SPD­
Green Niedersachsen state govern­
ment, Neudeck's organization rented 
several houses in Croatia. But when 
the president of Germany's parlia­
ment, Christian Democrat Rita Siiss­
muth, traveled to one cif these homes 
near Zagreb in January in order to 
hand over a check, according to the 
German leftist newspaper Arbeiter­
kampf (10 March)" what she found 
was not rape victims but "40 armed 
and drunke.n' Croatian soldiers." In 
their p~biicity, fundraising and "aid" 
camp~igits, these "human rights de­
fenders'~are eat's paws for imperialist 
interveption. 

alist,policy an,d were fed by an elemental 
desire t~ get n:vt;:nge for the ,scorched­
earth destruction by Hitler's Operation 
Barbart,ls,,"a, As is well known, Red Army 
officers 'shot soldi~rs 'for committing 
rape,in "contrast to the policy of the 
imperialist: AUies in the West. ' 

T-he bestiality of the Nazis' Croa­
tian Ustash.i 'ames~wiih death camps 
like Jasenov~~; where the holocaust 
against. the' Serbs, and Roma [Gypsies] 
was no~ iTip;li~nized btitcarried out by 
brutef0rCe...:..:sj¢kened even Hitler's offi­
cers. The Ds~ha were smashed by the 
Parti8«1fS',Uv,~ 'the command of Tito. 
Arid~i,~it~,~~~~c~re,~l1ich a reunit~d 
Ge~tr,tpe.ft:ahsmlsqut to settle WIth 
a lit~iJjfpfrQQ,l its f6minist friends and 
pea~ :mqy~igfadU.ates .• 

, "'>";". '7~~~':' '.::~ r . 

. -....:,. 

7 



We reprint below an abridged version 
of a talk given at a Spartacist educational 
in New York City on April /0, by Spar­
tacist League Central Committee mem­
ber Don Alexander. 

I 
ne of the characteristics of a fight­

. ing revolutionary vanguard party 
is that, through its communist pro­

gram, it serves as the memory of the 
struggles of the working class and op­
pressed. In this regard, a number of the 
racist criminals who were involved in 
the bloody suppression of the Panthers 
are busy trying to smash working people. 
Imperialist criminal Richard Nixon was 
one of the chief architects of the bloody 
campaign to crush the Black Panthers. 
Nixon today is offering his services on 
behalf of the capitalist class, advising 
Clinton as to how best to promote vicious 
capitalist exploitation and social misery 
in the ex-USSR. Desperately seeking to 
find a way out of the economic blInd 
alley of moribund U.S, imperialism, 
Clinton and Wall Street are further prop­
ping up Yeltsin and other bloodsucking 
Russian capitalist exploiters, dubbed 
"democrats" and "reformers." 

Here at home, the empty prOlpises of 
this "new Democrat," who was elected 
among other means by signing a death 
warrant that sent to his death a brain­
damaged black prisoner, are also re­
flected by the lengthening unemploy­
ment lines, the even more savage killer 
cuts in social services, medical care, edu-
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cation, along with racist police murder 
and terror, and the drive toward a racist 
police state, which is graphically illus­
trated in Los Angeles, and not only in 
Los Angeles, if we reflect on the prep­
arations around the trial of the cops who 
beat Rodney King. 

Now a number of the former Panthers 
have made their peace with this mon­
strously racist capitalist system. Former 
Chicago Panther Bobby Rush is now a 
Democrat in Congress. Bobby Seale 
publishes his barbecue books and sings 
the praises of self-help, i.e., black capi­
talism. Elaine Brown, Erica Huggins, 
Kathleen Cleaver are all reconciled to 
the rotting bourgeois social order. And 
Huey Newton, who was hounded by the 
police for years, ended up apolitical, a 
drug addict. He was gunned down on 
the streets of West Oakland by a drug 
dealer. Of course, this gladdened the 
hearts of the racist cops that oppress us 
throughout this country. 

.The people who remain unbowed 
and unbroken, like Geronimo Pratt and 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, are imprisoned be­
cause of their political beliefs and are 
the victims of ruling-class vengeance. In 
1968, FBI director J. Edgar Hoover 
stated, "The Negro youth and moder­
ate[s] must be made to understand that 
if they succumb to revolutionary teach­
ings, they will be dead revolutionaries." 
And of course, during that period, the 
Black Panthers in particular and black 
radicals in general knew that you were 

going to be dead. The government had 
their "black extremist" squads, and their 
U2 surveillance plans, to spy and track 
the civil rights protesters. 

Today more than ever, radical black 
workers and youth especially have every 
reason to be communists, Trotskyists, 
and fight alongside white, Latino and 
Asian workers for the expropriation 
without compensation of the parasitic 
capitalist class. The. racist capitalist sys­
tem is set up to exploit and kill us. The 
racist bipartisan "war on drugs" ensures 
that, for the vast majority of black and 
Latino youth, "head start" means long 
years in prison, police clu.bs, police bul­
lets and early graves. 

From Secretary of ComIllerce Ron 
Brown, who has ties to the "i)uvaliers, 
to "put them to death" Virginia"Demo­
cratic governor Wilder, to the nationalist 
demagogues Farrakhan and Al Sharpton, 
to Jesse Jackson and the Democratic 
mayors like Dinkins, a sizable number 
of black overseers help keep the 
oppressed black masses down. Echoing 
the racist garbage of their capitalist mas­
ters, they blame black people for their 
horrible oppression. This small petty­
bourgeois layer represents the 20 percent 
of the black population that benefited 
from the civil rights movement. Their 
theme song is "We Have Overcome." 
When the capitalists say jump, they say, 
how high? 

Along with the racist dogs in the Dem­
ocratic and Republican parties, they 

New Times 

Principal leaders 
of Black Panther 
Party from left: 
Bobby Seale, Huey 
Newton, Kathleen 
and Eldridge 
Cleaver. 

supported the white racist imperialist 
invasion and murder in Somalia, and 
supported U.S. imperialism's bloody 
massacre of over 100,000 Iraqis. One 
could safely entertain the proposition 
that, if they were alive at the time of the 
Civil War, they would have remained on 
the masters' plantations. I'm tired of 
hearing how these enemies of the black 
masses and working class supposedly 
can't be criticized, because they "inher­
ited a mess." But there were Rodney 
Kings before Rodney King. 

If workers were in power, if we had 
a workers government in America, what 
happened to Rodney King or Dr. Gunn, 
the abortion doctor recently murdered by 
a "Right to Life" fanatic in Pensacola, 
would never have happened. And if 
isolated instances of such madness 
occurred, the perpetrators would find no 
resting place-because the long arm of 
working-class justice would ensure that. 
We live in a class society, a capitalist 
society based upon the brutal exploitation 
of the working class by the capitalists. 
We don't have to go hungry and home­
less-there's plenty to go around, and 
we have to build a fighting, racially inte­
grated, multiracial revolutionary workers 
party and organize to take what's ours. 

The Black Panther Party represented 
the best of a generation of radical black 
youth who wanted to smash capitalism 
and make a revolution. They embodied 
the hopes and aspirations for black free­
dom of an entire generation which 
sought to strip away the sense of pow­
erlessness and hopelessness of the long­
oppressed black masses. 

The FBI's J. Edgar Hoover targeted 
the Panthers for destruction, calling 
them public enemy number one, and "the 
greatest threat to internal security." 
To kill Black Panthers, the FBI revived 
COINTELPRO, the counterintelligence 
program, which was originally set up 
in 1956 against the Communist Party, 
and unleashed the most savage and 
systematic campaign of racist murder 
in modern American history. Some 233 
out of 295 FBI COINTELPRO actions 

. against black organizations were against 
the Panthers. At least 38 Panthers were 
murdered by agents of this racist capi-
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talist state, through the instrument of 
COINTELPRO. 

Robert Williams and the 
Deacons for Defense 

Formed in 1966 by Bobby Seale and 
Huey Newton, the Panthers considered 
themselves the heirs of Malcolm X, and 
advocated armed self-defense against 
racist attacks. The Black Panther Party 
for Self-Defense had its roots in the fail­
ure of the liberal-led civil rights move­
ment to eradicate black oppression. It is 
customary to regard as the pinnacle of 
the civil rights movement the 1963 March 
on Washmgton demonstration. This is a 
lie. Malcolm X rightly condemned that 
demonstration as a "farce on Washing­
ton," and a sellout of the black masses 
by the Uncle Tom black misleaders, from 
Martin Luther King to Roy Wilkins of 
the NAACP, and a victory for the hyp­
ocritical liberal Kennedy administra­
tion's token civil rights legislation. 

Early on in the civil rights movement, 
black militants had challenged King's 
and the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference's philosophy of "tum the 
other cheek, love your enemy." In 1959" 
Robert F. Williams, an NAACP member 
and veteran, had formed a National Rifle 
Association club in Monroe, North Car­
olina to defend against Klan attacks on 
civil rights demonstrators. This led to 
his dismissal by the NAACP; Williams 
was hounded out of the country, and 
eventually went to Cuba after he was 
framed up for "kidnapping" a white cou­
ple. Another militant black self-defense 
organization was the Deacons for 
Defense and Justice in Bogalusa, Loui­
siana. The Deacons successfully de­
fended blacks against Klan terror, and 
we assisted in that effort by raising 
money. This was captured in our slogan, 
"Every dime buys a bullet." 

In Birmingham, Alabama in 1963, the 
black masses fought back against the 
Klan and Bull Connor's sadistic racist 
cops. During the protests in Birming­
ham, four black Sunday school girls 
were killed by a Klan bomb. The Klan 
also bombed the hotel where King was 
staying (he was absent at the time), and 
firebombed his brother's home. The 
blacks armed themselves and fought 
back. John F. Kennedy federalized the 
Alabama National Guard precisely 
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Spartaclst League spokesman Don 
Alexander. 

because the black masses were no longer 
following the nonviolent script. ' 

In the summer of 1963, after Birming­
ham, street protests spread throughout 
the South. A Justice Department study 
counted 758 demonstrations in 108 cities 
during the ten weeks of the Birmingham 
crisis. In the next five years, black 
revolts that were spontaneous, unorgan­
ized upheavals swept city after city: Har­
lem in 1964, Watts in 1965, Cleveland 
in '66, and Detroit and Newark in '67. 
And when King was assassinated in 

, '68, over a hundred cities saw black 
I rebellions. 

/ The civil rights movement went North 
in the mid-'60s, and King's SCLC organ­
ization ran into a brick wall of racist 
resistance; King's open housing cam­
paign met with violent racist resistance 
in the racist enclave of Cicero, with 
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American Nazi George Lincoln Rock­
well leading a pack of snarling racist 
dogs. SNCC, the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee, tried to take 
up the challenge, but it was clear: the 
racists had won, they had outmobilized 
the civil rights fighters on the streets 
while Democratic mayor Daley's cops 
stood by. 

By 1966, SNCC and CORE (the Con­
gress of Racial Equality) had embraced 
pseudo-nationalism, and the abstention­
ism of the fake-Trotskyist Socialist 
Workers Party, which tailed behind Mar­
tin Luther King and the Black Muslims, 
was a terrible crime and betrayal of the 
struggle for black freedom. This has cost 
the revolutionary movement dearly in 
the number of black militants who could 
have been won at that juncture to Trot­
skyism, to revolutionary international­
ism, to the program of world revolution. 

The Revolutionary Tendency of the 
Socialist Workers Party-the forerun­
ners of the Spartacist League-fought 
inside the SWP to win black militants 
to a revolutionary working-class pro­
gram and perspective, for the building 
of an independent Trotskyist vanguard 
party to lead a fight for power not 
only in this country, but throughout the 
world. The Socialist Workers Party sub­
sequently expelled us for our revolution­
ary politics. 

Contradictions of 
"Black Power" 

As a result of the futility of "bearing 
moral witness" by packing the jails, by 
relying on the racist capitalist govern­
ment and its treacherous liberal front 
men-and most importantly, because of 
the passivity of the organized labor 
movement led by labor tr~itors-black 
militants, out of despair, turned to sep­
aratism and cried out for "Black Power." 
As a slogan, "Black Power" frightened 
the racist establishment, and liberals 
stopped their checks flowing into the 
coffers of the most militant civil rights 
organizations, like SNCC and CORE. 
We pointed out at the time that the 
"Black Power" slogan represented in 
part an attempt to fight for the interests 
of the black poor, but we emphasized 
that if the fight for black liberation was 
not posed in class terms it would serve 
as 'a bridge to the Democratic Party of 
imperialist war and racism. 

In comparison to other black nation­
alist organizations of the '60s, the Pan­
thers sought to organize independently 
of the Democrats and Republicans. As 
eclectic, contradictory radical national­
ists, their outlook was variously influ­
enced by the teachings of Malcolm X, 
Frantz Fanon, Che Guevara, Marx, 
Lenin, Stalin and Mao. Marxism became 
for them a kind of smorgasbord, from 
which one picked and chose to suit their 
momentary political needs. Like New 
'Left radicals as a whole, they rejected 
the key Marxist contention that the 
working class, because of its unique rela­
tionship to the means of production, held 
the potential social power to smash the 
racist capitalist system and state. 

This New Left impressionism was 
exploded by the powerful May-June 
1968 French general, strike, which was 
betrayed by the Stalinists. This was. the 
largest general strike in the history of 
capitalism, and had the French working 
class taken power under the leadership 
of a Leninist vanguard party, the face 
of the world could have been changed. 
As nationalists, the Panthers looked to 
tlte·lumpenproletariat-the brothers on 
the block, the ex-pimps, the hustlers­
as the vanguard of black ,liberation, 
who, in Fanon's words, represented the 
"wretched- of tbe earth';" Fanon was a 
West'Indian intellectlIalood champion 
of the Algerian independence struggle. 
FallOn's book, The Wretched of the 
Earth, was a political fad in radical 
circles. 

Fanon's emphasis on the cathartic role 
of violence became for the Panthers the 

~ basis for their talk of urban guerrilla 
warfare. As a ghetto-based revolutionary 
nationalist organization, the Panthers 
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AP 
May 1967: Armed Panthers at Sacramento State Capitol protest racist 
gun control bill. 

believed that the most oppressed were 
the most revolutionary, that social revo­
lution would happen as a result of 
radicalized peasants in the countryside 
encircling the white European nations, 
whose proletarians were "bought off" 
and incapable of making a revolution, 
So the task, simply put, was to "pick up 
the gun" to electrify the internal "black 
colony" in the U.S. They hawked copies 
of Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse­
tung, and they had a song that they sang 
a lot, "There's a pig upon the hill, if you 
don't get him, the Panthers wilL" They 
had a lot of "off the pig" rhetoric. 

The' Panthers self-consciously regard­
ed themselves as a vanguard party. But 
they were not a vanguard party, They 
were New Left sectoralists. That is, their 
program was that blacks would liberate 
blacks, Hispanics would liberate Hispan­
ics, and so on. A sectoralist program, 
which is a strategy for diviQing the ranks 
of the future proletarian army fighting 
for state power. 

A Leninist vanguard party, that is, a 
tribune of the people, fights against all 
aspects of social oppression on the basis 
of an internationalist revolutionary pro­
gram. We in the International Commu-
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nist League are fighting to build that 
party, like Lenin and Trotsky'S Bolshe­
vik Party that in 1917 led the multi­
national working class to a victorious 
socialist revolution. Our fighting pro­
gram of revolutionary integrationism 
shows the road forward to the assimila­
tion of black people in an egalitarian 
socialist society. 

We believe that the fight against racial 
oppression is key, strategic for a workers 
revolution, and without militant, united, 
integrated class struggle against all 
wings of the . capitalist exploiters, the 
proletariat cannot seize political power. 
The American workers revolution needs 
black leadership, Black workers are cru­
cial components of the multiracial Amer­
ican working class, and can lead a fight 
on behalf of all of the oppressed and 
exploited for workers revolution, and for 
smashing imperialist domination from 
Puerto Rico to Latin America and Africa. 

Against the 
Cultural Nationalists 

Now, the fight against racist cop terror 
and murder provided the impetus for the 
Panthers' initial organization ofthe black 

continued on page J 0 
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Panthers ... 
(continued from page 9) 

masses. Newton and Seale also had to 
settle their accounts with the "pork 
chop" cultural nationalists, who argued 
that black people should spend their time 
rediscovering their African roots by don­
ning dashikis, selling African artifacts 
and sitting around cussing out white 
people. The Panthers had to contend 
with other black nationalist organiza­
tions contesting for hegemony of radical 
black youth. 

The FBI and the L.A. police would 
eventually find a very useful role for the 
cultural nationalists against the Black 
Panthers. In 1969, the L.A.-based organ­
ization of US (United Slaves) of Ron 
Karenga killed L.A. Panther leaders 
Bunchy Carter and John Huggins on the 
UCLA campus. The FBI was heavily 
involved in those murders, like they were 
heavily involved in the murders of Pan­
thers in San Diego-in fact, more than 
in L.A., Panthers were killed by US 
members, with FBI involvement. 

December 1969: LAPD assaults Panther head­
quarters. Geronimo Pratt, in Jail for the last 20 
years, was targeted for "neutralization." 

The cultural nationalists posed as 
militants. And some youth today may 
think that the so-c~lled militant talk 
about "Afrocentricity," and voluntary 
self-segregation as a means of eradicat­
ing racism, is .something new-it isn't. 
If one examines the politics of Karenga 
and Imamu Baraka, who was his ally 

italism-that's what they meant by 
"Black Power." And various cultural 
nationalists run around today, like Spike 
Lee-that's what they mean by "Black 
Power." This meant concretely that 
Karenga allied himself with militant­
talking pro-capitalist hustlers, backed by 
white capitalists. 

It was noteworthy that the ruling-class 
co-optation of these phony militants was 

Chicago 
1969: Chicago police/FBI murdered Panther 
leaders Fred Hampton (right) and Mark Clark 
in their beds. 

during that period, the reactionary role very direct and forthcoming: in 1969, 
of the cultural nationalists, of these the head of th~ Clairol company gave a 
Panther-killers, emerges as nothing more nod of approval to a "Black Power" con-
than militant-talking pro-police, thugs. ference in Philadelphia at which Karenga ' 
Ronald Reagan met with Karenga in was present. He told his audience that 
1968, and praised him: The Wall Street at first the term "Black Power" "very 
Journal described this meeting, remark- frankly filled me with dread," but it was 
ing that Karenga is "typical of many mil- no longer the case, because he under-
hants who talk looting and burning but stood "Black Power" to mean "equity," 
actually are eager to gather influence for l;lnd "empowerment"-that is, "owner-
quiet bargaining with the predominantly ship of apartments, ownership of homes, 
white power structure." ownership of businesses, as well as equi-

Following the ,assassination of Martin table treatmeat for all people." 
Luther King, Karenga met secretly with In ;i partial fashion, the Panthers 
Los Angeles police chief Thomas Reddin ' fought the cultural nationalists' cynical 
and played an important part in prevent-, withdrawal from struggle and their anti­
ing an outbreak of rio is in ~.A., Many " militant program of cultural nationalism. 
years ago, revolutionary nationalists Huey Newton, in a famous prison inter-
(myself included thell) used to wonder view, noted some of tbe aspects of cul-
why we'd always hear abOut the Panther tural nationalism. 
4 or 7 or 21 on triaf,but never the' US ' "The cultural nationalists are concerned 
organization. Dashikis -~ever stopped . with returning to.t~e old ~fr,ican fulture 
bullets-why were they, so immune to and thereb}' regammg their Identity and 

. ? freedom. In other words, they feel that, 
thts. . the African culture will automatically 

What they Were saying' was that the', bring 1?0liticaI freedom. Many times cul- ' 
first ~ask was to lib~rl:lteyoui mind, then t!lraI natio~aJist~ fal! into line, ~s rea~~ 
fight for revolutiori-themain problem!lOnary nationahsts. Papa Doc I~ HaItI 

, , .. . ..... '.. .,' IS an excellent example of reactIOnary 
was that black p(ofJle~qffered from a nationalism. He oppresses the people but 
lack of culture, tbat cukuretakes prece- he does promote the African culture. He 
dence. over everyt9~',~ts¢;- tha,t racist is ~gainst anything other than black, 
minds created racist institutions. 'and that, wInch ~n t~e, surface see~s v«rygood, 

'I: h' . '..i_'., ',' ,'. " " but to nlm It IS only to mislead the. peo-
OIt~ lOOg t ~ac~st I~as, flat raCl~t ms.~l- pIe, He merely kicked out the racists and 
tutlOns. ThIs. IS a',profoundly Ideahst 'replaced them with himself as the op-
mystical conceptioll~ and it ignores the pressgl'.Many'of the nationalists in this 
material economic "roots . and 'basis of country seem to desire the same ends." 
racism. It had a putpose.The cultural Since slavery, armed blacks have 
nationalists were advocates of black cap- always strock fear in the hearts of' 
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the racist oppressors, who immediately 
,smell incipient insurrection. The bour­
geoisie fights to keep a monopoly of 
force to prevent the destruction of their 
system of democracy for the rich. Clin­
ton and the Democrats are furiously 
pushing gun'controllegislation-the bet­
ter to keep us down. From Robert F. Wil­
liams to Malcolm X and the Panthers, 
historically gun control laws have been 
used to disarm blacks and the working 
class. We say that gun control kills 
blacks! We call on class-conscious work­
ers and fighters for the liberation of the 
oppressed to defend the. right to bear 
arms, to defend the Second Amendment, 
to defend ourselves against the murder­
ous ruling clotss and their bloody hyenas 
and shock troops-the cops, the Klan, 
the Nazis. the skinheads and the anti­
abortion terrorists. 

Murderous State Repression 
Very early on, the racist capitalist state 

mobilized to disarm the Panthers. In 
1968, the California legislature held 
hearings on the Mulford Bill-a gun 
control bill pushed by a California 
assemblyman in the Oakland-Berkeley 
area. His bill was known in the press as 
the "Panther Bill," and would have made 
it illegal to carry unconcealed weapons. 
The Panthers fought back-they ap­
peared in Sacramento armed and wearing 
their black berets, black leather jackets, 
powder blue shirts and black boots-to 
challenge this assault on democratic 
rights. While they were marching on 
the Capitol grounds to the'flOor of the 
assembly, they ran into Ronald Reagan, 
the California governor, who was talk­
ing to schoolchildren. Reagan saw the 
Panthers coming around the comer, 
stopped talking, and reportedly started 
running! 

Now the Black Panther Party defied 
the racist rulers by expressing solidarity 
with the Vietnamese and Cuban revolu­
tions. The Panthers offered to send 
troops to fight alongside the Vietnamese 
against bloody U.S. imperialism. At their 
height, according to David Hilliard in 
his recent autobiography, This Side of 
Glory (Little,J;Jrown, 1993), they had 
4,000 members and 35 chapters. Imme-

diately the bourgeoisie geared up for 
their destruction. Nixon, J. Edgar Hoo­
ver and the bourgeois establishment put 
together a program for a nationwide 
search-and-destroy mission. Hoover's 
directive was to prevent the rise of a 
black "messiah," and the recruitment of 
black youth. 

The Panther leadership was deci­
mated: Huey Newton was shot, framed 
up for murdering a cop, and imprisoned 
for almost two years on that alone. 
Bobby Seale was jailed for his role in 
the Sacramento events, and was framed, 
along with seven others, in the aftermath 
of the cop riot at the Democratic Party 
convention in Chicago in i968. He was 
also jailed for the murder of a Panther 
in New Haven, and that era evoked the 
image of Seale being bound and gagged 
in court. In West Oakland, 17 -year-old 
Bobby Hutton, the Panther treasurer, was 
the first Panther killed-he was shot in 
the back by the cops. Eldridge Cleaver, 
who was with Hutton, barely survived. 
Cleaver was jailed, released and forced 
into exile. 

Panther offices were raided and shot 
up in several cities. In Chicago, as I men­
tioned earlier, on December 4, 1969, in 
a predawn raid, Panther leaders Fred 
Hampton and Mark Clark were kille~ in 
their beds while they slept. ,Police agent 
William O'Neill, who was Hampton's 
bodyguard, provided the floor plans to 
Hampton's apartment. The FBI orches­
trated and the Chicago police carried out 
this massacre. 

Two days after the police killed Hamp­
ton and Clark, the L.A. SWAT squad 
attacked the Panthers' office, and for five 
hours subjected them to thousands of 
rounds of ammunition. The cops espe­
cially wanted to kill Geronimo Pratt, and 
Pratt's military knowledge saved his life 
and his comrades. Virtually the entire 
New York Panther leadership was held 
for nearly two years in jail, on the ludi­
crous charge that they had plotted to 
blow up, among other things, the Bronx 
Botanical Gardens. It really clearly 
underscores that fact that the courts 
haven't much changed since Dred Scott, 
the black slave who sued for his freedom 
in 1857, in which it was stated, to par­
aphrase, that black people have no rights 
that the white man is bound to respect. 
The white ruling class in this country, 
and its capitalist courts, have no justice 
for working people and oppressed 
minorities. 

How did the Panthers fight this? Who 
did they tum to? Who did they consider 
their allies? Certainly not the working 
class, the integrated labor movement­
though the basis existed, because briefly, 
in 1969, the Panthers formed a caucus 
at the Fremont, California GM auto 
plant. Hilliard had been a longshore~ 

man for a while; his brother June, a 
party member, was a city bus driver. 
And the PaQ,thers khew that there wer~ 
white workers at a union pil facility,' 
whose heads were being beaten by the 
scabherding cops, who took up the Pan· 
thers' characterization of the' c<;>.ps,· as 
"pigs." There was a basi,S that existed, 
to link the ghetto to the factories, 
which required a class-'struggle leader­
ship of the labor movement to wage a ' 
militant fight against the killer cops, 

J. Edgar H90ver and Ntx9n launched 
, nlUrderous COINTE,LPRO campaign, 

_flIlsting cultural natlonaltst hqsUers 
, ,like Ron K~renga (rlgi'!t) agalnst.!h!t 
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who are armed bodies of men defending 
capitalist property. 

"UFAF": CP-Style 
Popular Frontism 

But instead the Panthers established 
alliances with the petty-bourgeois Peace 
and Freedom Party, who ran Cleaver for 
president in 1968. This party was a pres­
sure group on the Democratic Party. In 
the face of fierce, unrelenting ruling~ 

class repression, the Panthers didn't tum 
to the integrated labor movement-the 
only social force with the power and 
interest to ,fight racist police terror­
but clinked glasses with composers like 
Leonard Bernstein and actors like Mar­
lon Brando, who participated in one 
of their police patrols. In Berkeley, 
they backed the formation of a self­
flagellating white guilt group called 
"Honkeys for Huey" to fight for New­
ton's freedom. The Panthers were trying 
to augment their forces, and held nego­
tiations with top leaders of SNCC, 
and briefly Stokely Carmichael, H. Rap 
Brown and James Forman entered their 
ranks. This was a very short-lived fu­
sion, because it exploded as Carmichael 
pressed them to break their ties with all 
whites, and this led Bobby Seale to pub­
licly denounce Carmichael for playing 
the Ku Klux Klan game. 

In 1969, as the bourgeois repres­
sion escalated" the Panthers organized 
the so-called "United Front Against Fas­
cism" conference, in which the reformist 
Communist Party played a prominent 
role. The Panthers discovered the vir­
tues of the counterrevolutionary refor-

The Panthers had a ten-point program, 
which was a program of mildly liberal 
reforms, They'd call on the government 
for reparations, they wanted land. Some 
of their demands would sound familiar 
today: they wanted the universities to 
teach the "true history" of black people 
and oppressed people in this country, 
etc. But basically it was a program to 
reform capitalism, a system based on 
the bourgeoisie striving for maximum 
profit, which can't be reformed. We 
Trotskyists put forth a revolutionary pro-

Elaine Brown 
Former BPP leaders David Hilliard and Elaine Brown have recently published 
autobiographical accounts of the Panthers. 

mist popular-front program: a class­
collaborationist trap which has histori­
cally tied the workers to the "progressive 
wing" of the capitalist exploiters, and 
which paved the way for the bloody 
defeats of the working class from China 
in 1927, to Chile in 1973, and to the hor­
rible bloodbath of the Maoist-influenced 
Indonesian Communist Party, whiCh-left 
over 500,000 workers and peasants dead 
in 1965. It also means 'today in South 
Africa that the African Natioqal Con­
gress program of "power sharing" and a 
government of "national unity" paves the 
way for the bloody defeat of the working 
class. An expression of that, of course, 
is the assassination that we heard of 
today, of Chris Hani, the general secre­
tary of the South African Communist 
Party. There is no possibility of appeas­
ing imperialism anywhere. 

The popular-front reformist program 
meant in this country that during World 
War II-which was an interimperialist 
war, and not a "war for democracy 
against fascism"-the Stalinists sup­
ported Roosevelt, backed the internment 
of Japanese Americans, defended the A­
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
opposed the struggle for black rights, 
and broke strikes to preserve their alli­
ance with the Democratic Roosevelt 
regime. At this United Front Against Fas­
cism conference, the Panthers' program 
was a reformist one, "community control 
of the' police." Today it's dressed up as 
"community policing," and behind it is 
the deadly reformist illusion that the cap­
italist state can be pressured into reform­
ing itself, into dismantling its repressive 
state apparatus. 
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gram, the Transitional Program, which 
is based upon fighting for the immediate, 
burning needs ofthe masses for jobs for 
all, for decent education, free medical 
care, etc. And all of these elementary 
transitional demands immediately pose 
the question of fighting for power, of 
linking the struggle around these imme­
diate needs to the struggle to smash 
capitalism. 
. The Panthers used gangster tactics to 

silence their leftist critics, which we 
vigorously denounced at 'the time. There 
were Maoists in the Students for a 
Democratic Society, and other fake­
leftists, who uncritically tailed behind 
the Panthers and their nationalism-they 
were vicarious cheerleaders. We fought 
against their nationalist program, ex­
'plaining that blacks are not a nation, but 
an oppressed color-caste forcibly segre­
gated, in this racist capitalist society, at 
the bottom, although integrated into the 
political economy. Historically, blacks 
formed a significant component of the 
reserve army oflabor. Increasingly that's 
not even the case today, because of the 
deindustrialization of this country by the 
rapacious capitalists. 

Glorification of Lumpenism, 
Male Chauvinism 

It is tragic that the Panthers were, 
destroyed by bloody state repression, 
and there was not the communist inter­
vention of a revolutionary party sizable 
enough to win the best of these radical 
black youth. With their military postur­
ing, the Panthers were easy pickings for 
the mass murderers of U.S. imperialism. 
You can't build a revolutionary party on 
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1969: Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, then 
Minister of 
Information for 
Philadelphia Black 
Panthers, is today 
on Pennsylvania 
death row, on 
frame-up murder 
charges. 

the basis of hero worship and glorifica­
tion of a street-gang mentality. Hilliard 
admits as much today, that they con­
sciously built up a cult of personality 
around Newton. He admits that their glo­
rification of,lumpenism caused them a 
number of problems, and here's one 
graphic example: 

"We send some Panthers in our Panther 
truck-a contribution from a support 
group, it has a picture of a springing 
black panther and the words 'The Black 
Panther' painted on the side-to San 
Francisco on a distribution run. Couple 
of hours later we get a telephone call. 
Our Panther truck is in a shoot-out. The 
driver pulls up at a gas station. One 
guy-Bill Brent-goes to the john while 
the others gas up. Some time passes. The 
tank is full, still no Bill Brent. The mem­
bers look around. Where's Bill? Oh, 
there's Bill: he's robbing the attendant. 
The guys in the truck are amazed. They 
don't know what to do, get him or leave? 
At that moment the third party arrives: 
some police drive by, see Bill with the 
gun, set off their sirens. Freaked, Bill 
forgets about the attendant and fires on 
the cops. The rest is pandemonium. 
Finally, a bullet grazes Brent and every­
one's arrested; the Panther truck is 
seized. Next thing we know, the five 
'o'clock news claims the Party has tried 
robbing a gas station in broad daylight 
for the grand sum of seventy-five 
dollars." 

So it's not an abstract question when we 
insist upon the centrality of the proletar­
iat in fighting to abolish the racist cap­
italist system .. 

In 1971, the Panthers suffered a split 
between the more overtly reformist, pro­
Democratic majority Newton'wing, and 
the urban guerrilla warfare' Cleaver 
wing-a split characterized by murder­
ous internal factionalism, and inflamed 
by COINTELPRO provocations. The 
corruption of top Panther leaders nailed 
down their destruction, like Newton's 

luxurious Oakland penthouse overlook­
ing Lake Merritt. Both of the factions 
sent their factional members onto the 
streets to murder each other. By 1973, 
Bobby Seale in Oakland was running as 
a Democrat in the city elections. 

In her autobiography, A Taste of Power 
(Random House, 1993), Elaine Brown 
is ecstatic on the role of the Panthers in 
organizing the black vote for ex-judge 
Democrat LioneJ Wilson, the city's first 
black mayor. Brown talks about the role 
they played in Jerry Brown's campaign 
in 1976 for president, and she tells how 
the Panthers degenerated into criminal 
thugs holding up after-hour bars and 
pushing dope. 

The physical assaults on Panther 
women are laid bare in all of their sick­
ening, raw, brutal, bloody and frighten­
ing forms. Brown ends her book literally 
running to the airport in fear for her 
life. She makes this characterization of 
her experiences in the black power 
movement: 

"A woman in the Black Power movement 
was considered, at best, irrelevant. A 
woman asserting herself was a pariah. A 
woman attempting the role of leadership 
was, to my proud black Brothers, making 
an alliance with the 'counterrevolution­
ary, man-hating, lesbian, feminist white 
bitches.' It was a violation of some Black 
Power principle that was left undefined. 
If a black woman assumed a role of lead­
ership, she was said to be eroding black 
manhood, to be hindering the progress 
of the black race. She was an enemy of 
black people.") 

From Stokely Carmichael's (Kwame 
Ture) statement that the position of 
women in the movement is "prone," to 
Eldridge Cleaver's "pussy power" chau­
vinist filth, to Farrakhan's Nation of 
Islam segregation of women, the nation­
alists seek to keep women in their place 
as baby factories, opposing birth control 
and abortion as genocide, and women's 
equality as "the devil's concept"-those 
are Karenga's words. 

From Harriet Tubman in the Civil War 
to courageous Fannie Lou Hamer, who 
fought the rabid segregationists in Mis­
sissippi, to many women in the Panthers, 
black women have been in the forefro'nt 
of the fight for black freedom. Revolu­
tionary black women belong in our party, 
and we say to.any of you who want to 
put an end to racial, sexual and class 
oppression by fighting for international 
workers revolution: you should join the 
Spartacist League, which has no interests 
separate from those of the working class 
and oppressed .• 

lEditor's note: To her credit, while de­
nouncing the rampant male chauvinism in the 
BPP, Elaine Brown defends the Panthers 
against the vile attack by black liberal femi­
nist Alice Walker, who dismisses revolution­
ary struggle in favor of "self' and gay-baits 
the Panthers as nothing but macho "punks" 
(see "Black Panthers or Black Punks," New 
York Times, 5 May). 
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Quagmire ... 
(continued from page 1) 

its members heading into the "third 
camp" Solidarity swamp. 

Solidarity leader and veteran Shacht­
manite Kim Moody moaned that "the 
left in the U.S. has decayed beyond 
the point where a regroupment of some 
or all of its elements holds out much 
hope as a perspective in creating a social­
ist movement in the U.S. in the fore­
seeable future" (Bulletin in Defense of 
Marxism, April 1993). In' the same vein, 
a CoCer pointed to "a crisis of confi­
dence among socialist-oriented activists 
in the West" (Dialogue & Initiative, 
Spring 1993). 

At bottom, what is behind this mass 
dissolution into the Clinton camp is the 
destruction of the Soviet Union, the 
homeland of the Russian October Rev­
olution. Riding the counterrevolutionary 
tidal wave that inundated East Europe 
and the USSR, the bourgeoisie crows 
that "communism is dead." We Trotsky­
ists reply: Stalinism is dead, but com­
munism lives-in the class struggle of, 
the international working class. But the 
already rickety fake-lefts, whose real 
politics never went beyond popular-front 
lesser-evilism, and many of whom tailed 
the anti-Soviet war drive for the last 
decade and more, have bought imperial­
ism's short-lived 'triumphalism hook, 
line and sinker. The bourgeoisie told 
them that communism is dead, so they 
are rolling over and dying. 

From Alf Landon to 
the Last Guardian 

It's a familiar scenario in American 
capitalist politics: a Republican admin­
istration wears out its welcome in the 
White House and the Dems move in to 
spruce up ruling-class rule. The prece­
dent for reformist support to the capital­
ist politicians of the Democratic Party 
versus the capitalist politicians of the 
Republican Party goes back to the '36 
elections, when the CP ran party boss 
Earl Browder for president as a stalking 
horse for Roosevelt. The CP's campaign 
slogan was "Beat Landon at all costs!"­
meaning, of course, "Elect FDR at all 
costs!" 

Stalin's nationalist dogma of "social­
ism in one country" meant a futile search 
for "peaceful coexistence" with imperi­
alism abroad. Reeling from Hitler's 
unchallenged march to power in 1933, 
the Kremlin openly embraced class col­
laboration with the People's Front, 
ordained at the 1935 Seventh Congress 
of the Communist International. Trotsky 
called it the "Liquidation Congress" of 
the Comintern, and eight years later, Sta­
lin liquidated it entirely, to reassure his 
World War II imperialist allies of his firm 
opposition to Lenin's program of world 
revolution. . 

Preaching that "Communism Is Twen­
tieth Century Americanism," the CPUSA 
carried this liquidationism to its ultimate 
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logic in 1944, rebaptizing itself the 
Communist Political Association. (But 
with the first whiff of the coming Cold 
War the next year, Browder was uncere­
moniously dumped as a "liquidationist.") 
By 1948, with Democrat Truman leading 
the anti-Soviet crusade, the CP tried to 
resuscitate the popular front in a new 
guise by pushing the "Progressive Party" 
of FDR's former vice president Henry 
Wallace. 

The Guardian came out of the Wallace 
campaign, the petty-bourgeois compo­
nent of this popular front of liberals and 
Stalinists. The Wallace "third party" 
soon disappeared, but the Guardian car­
ried on as a voice of "peaceful coexist­
ence," passing from Moscow-line Sta­
linism to Maoism to Third Worldism and 
back. But with the counterrevolutionary 
destruction of the Soviet Union, there 
was no longer any need for peaceful 
coexistence-or for the Guardian. 

In Clinton's Times 
The unofficial voice of the DSA, In 

These Times, which parades its creden­
tials as a child of the Carter presidency, 
celebrated the change in administrations 
with a change in its paper format. An 
editorial in the 30 November 1992 ITT 
announced: 

"The change is more than cosmetic. It is 
designed to help us meet the challenge 
of new opportunities created by the elec­
tion of a president and new members of 
Congress committed to a reordering of 
government priorities ..... 
"We will look at the new administration's 
programs to see whether they are con­
sistent with campaign promises." 

What promises do they havein mind? 
Ending welfare? Putting 100,000 more 
cops on the streets? Wielding the impe­
rialist "big stick" against Serbia? 

Meanwhile, they have made them­
selves chief lobbyists for Clinton's "man­
aged competition" health care scam and 
provide a platform for DSAer Ron Del­
lums, now head of the House Armed Serv­
ices Committee (but. "a self-described 
pacifist," we're told) to pontificate on 
'~'A New, Improved World Order" (In 
These Times, 22 March). Perhaps tak­
ing to heart Marxist criticisms that 
opportunists are looking for get-rich-

quick schemes, these opportunists have 
even issued an In These Times Gold 
MasterCard-now you can go further 
into debt the "PC" way! 

For its part, the CoC (not to be 
confused with the Chamber of Com­
merce despite the similarities in political 
outlook) hailed Clinton's election, and 
launched a. mass postcard campaign 
offering Clinton "Congratulations on 
your victory and on your pledge to pro­
vide all Amyricans with universal, afford­
able health care." The CoC has now 
become a pole for a social-democratic 
regroupment of revisionist has-beens, 
never-weres and wannabes. They are pur­
suing "liaison" discussions with the DSA 
and providing a home for various 
Trotskyoid burnouts, like former Social­
ist Workers Party leaders Peter Camejo, 
Barry Sheppard and Malik Miah and a 
chunk of the Freedom Socialist Party. 
Meanwhile, the FSP, Socialist Action 
and Solidarity are all sniffing around the 
Coe. 

In West Europe, erstwhile Stalinists 
sitting atop a mass base can divine a 
future for themselves in a reshuffled 
social democracy. In the U.S., however, 
there is no mass reformist labor party, 
so CPers, ex-CPers, DSAers and demor­
alized ex -pseudo-Trotskyists are driven 
to liquidate into the Democratic Party 
outright. Those that gag a bit at being 
open Clintonites pursue one or more of 
the numerous ephemeral "third party" 
hustles, from Rainbow Coalition honcho 
Ron Daniels' presidential campaign to 
the Labor Party Advocates, NOW's 21st 
Century Party, the "New" Party, etc., ad 
nauseam-all of them back doors to the 
Dems and exits to obli.vion. 

This unenviable vista makes the 
American reformists more. than a little 
sensitive to criticism from.' authentic 
Marxists. Writing in the Committees of 
Correspondence Dia/ogue & Initiative 
(Spring 1993), one CoCer warns that this 
new popular-front project could come 
to nought: 

"As long as we have a left that remains 
vulnerable to the accusations and criti­
cisms of, say, the Spartacist League, 
we're not going to build a left with gen­
uine mass appeal.. .. 

WACO HOlOCAUST"" 
CUN'TON/RENOIrB' ARE 

MASS MURDERERS' 
SPARTACIST 

Clinton/FBI's massacre of Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas (above); 
Spartacist banner at April 25 Washington demo for gay rights in 
the military. 
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Reformists 
and left 
liberals 
wallow in 
swamp of 
Clinton's 
Democratic 
Party of war 
and racism. 

"Being honest in our politics doesn't 
require painting ourselves bright red .... 
"It is a fact of American left and social­
movement history that the most success­
ful strategies-those that won mass sup­
port and achieved valuable political and 
social gains-have been those most 
'right' and most scorned by 'left' critics. 
Strategies such as the Popular Front of 
the CP .... " 

"Bright red"? The CoC et al. barely 
register somewhere between pale pink 
and red-white-and-blue on the political 
spectrum. 

The purpose of the popular front was, 
and remains, to derail revolutionary up­
surges of the proletariat. In the 1930s, 
the Stalinists directly. suppressed the 
Spanish Revolution, opening the door to 
Franco, while in the U.S. they channeled 
the massive working-class revolt which 
created the CIO industrial unions into 
Rooseveltian liberalism and support for 
the imperialist war. 

Having spent their entire political 
lives following the lodestar of "peaceful 
coexistence," these orphans of Stalinism 
don't even have a distant memory of 
what communism means. So in the raw 
winds of Cold War II, they were really 
bent out of shape, unable to deal with 
direct confrontation between U.S. impe­
rialism and the Soviet Union. Rather 
than defending the Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan, they largely ignored 
it. When the Polish Stalinists cracked 
down on Solidarnosc counterrevolution 
in 1981, all the CPUSA could do was 
inanely say, "Poland Heeds Unity Call­
Nation Goes Back to Work." When the 
Soviets shot down Reagan's KAL 007 
spy provocation, the CP denied that the 
jet had been downed. 

Eight years later, as the Stalinist 
bureaucracy in the DDR was collapsing 
and tens of thousands of East Germans 
were leaving for the West, Gus' Hall 
claimed it was just like the annual spring 
exodus to Fort Lauderdale! And when a 
bunch of Gorbachev's top lieutenants 
pulled a botched coup in August 1991, 
the Gorbachevite would-be social dem­
ocrats decamped from Gus Hall's party 
en masse. As the Reaganite Cold War­
riors stepped up the pressure, prospects 
for reviving a -popular front became 
increasingly remote. And with the 
demise of the Soviet Union, they no 
longer felt any split loyalties to the 
"socialist motherland" and their "own" 
bourgeoisie, and became "God That 
Failed" social Democrats. 

Fundamentally, these petty-bourgeois 
reformists do not believe that the work­
ing class can take and hold on to 
state power. For them the Russian Rev­
olution is at best an idealistic dream 
that was doomed to failure, or a mis­
guided assault on bourgeois "democ­
racy." They can seek their niche in 
Clinton's capitalist America, but the 
many millions of workers and oppressed 
minorities have no recourse other than 
to fight or die. 

With the reformist left in throes of 
disintegration, having bought the bour­
geoiS lie of the "death of communilim," 
it's now more clear than ever that the 
Spartacist League represents the conti­
nuity of revolutionary Marxism. So if 
you are now or ever want to b~ a genuine 
communist, join us .• 

WORKERS VANGUARD 



MOVE 1985-Waco 1993 
based on the wisdom given us by John 
Africa, has told people how brutal 
and insane those that are running this 
system are. MOVE has told middle­
class white America that they are not 
exempt from the brutality and insanity 
of this government. There have been a 
few examples throughout recent his­
tory, for example the slaughter of stu­
dents at Kent State. 

On 13 May 1985, eleven members 
of the predominantly black MOVE 
commune in Philadelphia were mur­
dered when the government bombed 
their home, unleashing a firestorm that 
destroyed an entire neighborhood. 
Black Democratic mayor Wilson Goode 
gave the. order, the FBI supplied the 
C-4 explosives, Philly cops dropped the 
bomb, and then continued their fusillade 
of machine-gun and rifle fire to drive 
those who sought to escape back into 
the flames. 

The MOVE commune had already 
been targeted by the state-in 1978, 
600 Philly cops massively assaulted 
their home and a cop got killed. The 
vindictive state slammed nine MOVE 
members in jail then, and MOVE con­
tinued agitating for the release of their 
jailed comrades. The 1985 massacre 
was calculated racist state terror, a mes-' 
sage of intimidation to black people­
and everyone else in the government's 
sights -that if you get out of line, you 
could be next. 

When the. government slaughtered 
the Branch Davidian religious group in 
its home outside Waco on April 19, the 
parallels to the MOVE massacre were 
inescapable. On May 1, WV spoke with' 
Ramona Africa, who was imprisoned 
for seven years by the government for 
the "crime" of surviving the MOVE 

massacre. We print below excerpts 
from her statement. 

Ramona Africa: 
The issue that caused the May 13th 

confrontation has yet to be resolved, 
that is, the ongoing imprisonment of 
my nine innocent sisters and brothers 
for a murder they didn't commit. 

MOVE's priority is bringing our people 
home and getting them out of jail. We 
want people to understand that we were 
bombed and massacred because we 
refused to accept injustice, because we 
refused to sit back quietly and watch 
our innocent family members rot in 
prison. 

MOVE, for over 20 years now 

Ramona Africa, 
survivor of 1985 
MOVE massacre, 
denounced 
WACO holocaust. 

The recent situation in Waco, Texas, 
is an even more blatant situation. 
MOVE does not know a lot about the 
Branch Davidians. We have nothing in 
common with them, really, except one 
thing-the brutality and insanity that 
the government has vented on them, 
just like they have vented on MOVE. 

Any time you have an entire United 
States government and they perceive a 
problem with a group, whether it be 
the Branch Davidians or MOVE, and 
the government cannot resolve the 
problem without the death and destruc­
tion that we saw in both situations, then 
something is seriously wrong. The 
level of brutality and insanity that this 
government vented on both groups is 
just unbelievable. 

But it is past time that people start 
believing how out of control those that 
run the system are. These officials tell 
people that this is supposed to be a 
government by and for the people­
well, it's time that people took them 
up on that and really demonstrated that, 
because it is obvious that those that are 
running this system don't know what 
they're doing and are insane. 

Ernest Mandel Accepts Debate Challenge 
We print below an exchange of letters 

between United Secretariat leader Ernest 
Mandel and the International Commu­
nist League. The 24 February letter from 
the ICL referred to by Mandel was pub­
lished in WV No. 571 (12 March). 

Brussels 
29/4/1993 

International Communist League 
New York, N.Y., USA 
Comrades, 

This is in response to your letter of 
February 24, 1993. 

I. You tried several times to profit from 
our audiences-audiences which we 
called-to state your political posi­
tions at length. 
We challenged you to let us do the 
same before your own audience. _ 

To hold such a meeting in Berlin, 
London or Paris is no' answer to that 
challenge. In those towns you have 
no audience of your own. Even if it 
would be you who formally call for 
the meeting, the people attending 
would be nearly exclusively our audi­
ence, not yours. 

The only country where you possibly 
have an audience of your own (at least 
till events show the opposite) is the 
USA. So the only positive answer to 
our challenge would be you accepting 
to hold the meeting in New York. We 
do not want to impose any financial 
burden upon you, so we propose to 
hold the debate during my next visit 
to New York. 

2. We do not agree with limiting the topic 
of the debate to the "Russian ques­
tion." This is already begging the 
question. We propose as topic "Build­
ing the F.1. today," or "The dynamics 
of world revolution today." These two 
topics are identical for us. The so­
called "Russian question" should cer­
tainly be dealt with in that context. 

3. As for the technical side of the meet­
ing, we propose: 

(a) Thirty minutes for each side's 
report. 
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(b) Fifteen minutes for each side's 
summary. 

(c) Ninety minutes for interventions 
from the floor, which means a max­
imum of twenty persons speaking 
4 minutes each. 

(d) Reports and summaries following 
the pattern A-B, B-A. I would pre­
fer to be A (to speak first), but if 
you have strong objections, we can 
draw straws on it. 

(e) Two co-chairpersons guaranteeing 
that the interventions from the 
floor are fairly distributed between 
both sides (and third parties if they 
ask for it). 

(f) The right for each party to tape the 
proceedings and reproduce them if 
it considers this useful, but without 
unilaterally introduced changes of 
what was actually said at the 
meeting. 

This is no final position and we 
are quite willing to examine possible 
counter-proposals of yours. But we have 
to tell you that on (I) and (2) we are not 
likely to change our position. 

Revolutionary greetings, 
Ernest Mandel 

Ernest Mandel 
Brussels, Belgium 
Dear comrade Mandel, 

New York 
17 May 1993 

We have recently received your letter 
of 29 April 1993. 

We accept your proposal to debate in 
the United States on your next visit. 
There is no question that you would 
encounter a substantial audience of our 
supporters at a meeting held in New 
York, Chicago or the San Francisco Bay 
Area. Within that context, we leave the 
choice of venue to you. 

As for the topic, we would propose 
the title: "The struggle for world social­
ist revolution today." For our part the 
Russian question will necessarily be 
dealt with under such a title-as well 

as the reforging of an authentically 
Trotskyist, democratic-centralist Fourth 
International, raising historical ques­
tions going back at least as far as the 
Third World Congress of the Fourth 
International. 

The overall technical framework you 
put forward is acceptable to us. We 
would prefer to have the order of pres­
entations (and the consequent reverse 
order of summaries) decided by the toss 
of a coin. We would add one point: that 
the 90 minutes reserved for interventions 
from the floor be divided 1nto successive 
rounds, with one speech in. support of 
the first speaker followed b)'oile from 

a supporter of neither tendency, followed 
by a speech by a supporter of the second 
presenter. 

It would be helpful if you could give 
us early notice of your next planned visit 
to the U.S." to assist in the organiza­
tion, preparation and publicizing of the 
debate. 

We are faxing this letter to you, 
and will also send you the original in 
the post. 

Yours fraternally, 
Alastair Green 
for the 
International Communi_st League 
(Fourth Internationalist) 

James P. Cannon and the Early Years 
of American Communism 

Selected Writings and Speeches, 1920-1928 

The book includes: ---

• ExtenSively documented 
introduction 

• Explanatory footnotes for, 
Cannon's text 

- 16 pages of rare historical 
photographs 

• Glossary of names and terms 
with over 200 entries 

• Bibliography of Cannon's 
works, 1912-1928 

-Index 

624 pages, smyth-sewn binding 

Paperback $14.50 ISBN 0-9633828c1-0 
New York 'State residents add 8.25% sales tax. 

Shipping and handling: $3.50 

Order from/make checks payable to: 
Spartacist Publishing Company, Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116. 
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Hardball ... 
(continued from page 4) 

workers organized by the International 
Association of Machinists (lAM). In one 
of a series of rallies held around the 
country, Machinists, flight attendants, 
pilots and other trade unionists came out 
after years of seeing the airlines attack 
one union after another and demand con­
cession after concession. A WV sales 
team got a friendly reception, selling 
over 80 pieces!Jf literature to the crowd. 

The kitcheR workers who prepare air­
plane meals are mostly female and minor­
ity-black, Latina and Filipina-and are 
among the lowest-paid airport workers, 
earning as little as $7 to $10 an hour. 
Unless the lAM agrees to wage and work­
rule concessions, United is threatening 
to sell a total of 17 kitchen operations 
to non-union contractors paying starva­
tion wages. This will wipe out 5,800 
union jobs, including 850 in the Bay Area. 

But the union tops who organized the 
SF rally offered only racist protection­
ism, appeals to Democrats and consumer 
boycotts to counter the company attacks. 
Flight attendants carried signs reading 
"Invest in US," opposing the hiring 
overseas of union-organized attendants. 
Democratic Congressman Tom Lantos 

WV Photo 
Over 1,000 unionists rallied May 8 
to defend United Airlines kitchen 
workers threatened with mass layoffs. 

grotesquely denounced workers from 
Taiwan and Mexico, a racist insult to the 
Latina kitchen workers. One union mis­
leader blustered that the lAM would 
launch an organizing drive "the first 
day" after the kitchens are sold, cold 
comfort to the union members who 
would be out on the street. 

There was talk of a useless consumer 
boycott while an effigy of United CEO 
Stephen Wolf, a wolf "mascot" wearing 
a dunce cap, was paraded with a rope 
around its neck. Wolf is a greedy blood­
sucker (he "earned" $18 million in 
1991), one of the pack of capitalist 
wolves who run the airline industry and 
whose appetite for profits is insatiable. 
Ever since PATCO, from Continental to 
Eastern, the airline bosses have been 
slashing jobs, busting unions, and extort-

ing concessions-more than $7 billion 
in the last three years. 

Labor's got to draw the line-and this 
attack on the kitchen workers, who the 
bosses perceive as the weakest link in 
the union chain, is a good place to start. 
The lAM, which organizes 27,000 
United workers nationally, including 
vital maintenance workers, clearly has 
the power to shoot down this union­
busting threat by shutting down United. 
lAM Local Lodge 1781, which organizes 
the kitchen workers here, has over 
12,000 members. What is needed is a 
class-struggle leadership that is willing 
to use this muscle, that knows that play­
ing by the bosses' rules means defeat. 
For mainly white machinists to fight side 
by side with women and minority food 
workers to save their jobs would have a 
big impact throughout the airline indus­
try. Defend the kitchen workers! • 

UCLA ... 
(continued from page 16) 

on trumped-up felony charges of vandal­
ism. A former counselor for the Chicano 
studies program said, "They treat us like 
wetbacks in our own campus. [Chancel­
lor] Young is the Daryl Gates of the UC 
system. This is apartheid in Aztlan." The 
Los Angeles Spartacus Youth Club im­
mediately issued a leaflet demanding, 
"Drop the Charges Against the Ethnic 
Studies Protesters! Cops Off Campus!" 

Over 1,000 outraged students, faculty, 
campus workers and L.A. unionists 
staged a very integrated and militant 
rally on campus the next day. Many anx­
ious students came in search of news of 
their roommates who had not been heard 
from since falling into the clutches of 
the LAPD. The heavily Latino "Justice 
for Janitors" Local 399 of the Service 
Employees International Union heard of 
the arrests of Chicano students, and 
responded by dispatching a contingent 
of 100 unionists from their picket line 
at the Federal Building to march on cam­
pus and join the student protest with their 
signs raised. Union organizer Rocio Saez 
noted the support they had consistently 
received from UCLA students, and his 
members' desire to return the solidarity: 
"Wherever we see something that is 
unjust, we have a responsibility to fight 
it, not only in the workplace, but for 
students too." 

The attacks on minorities in California 
are escalating as the ruling class tries to 
balance the budget by sucking blood 
from the poor. Budget proposals includ­
ing draconian cuts in public education 
and health care are pushed through by 
"liberal" Democrats like Assemblyman 
John Vasconcellos-who chillingly stated, 
"when you have to starve babies and 
close universities, you don't have much 
to Qope for." 

Latino youth are not accepting this 
"future" of life on the scrap heap. In 
April over a thousand high school stu­
dents, predominantly Latinos, marched 
out of ten Oakland schools to protest the 
racist degradation they experience at the 
hands of the authorities. Last month a 
protest against the cuts in ethnic studies 
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Nazis Routed in Vancouver 
'Yl ;gp, r\)~ ... lAl~S U%r'MlNORtfY MJfi,1l ~!,!T;{}t; 
OUT TO sorOP 
""Ji<',,-'SClSTS !,yj 

ALL 
",4, 

VANCOUVER-On May 6, an inte­
grated demonstration of 60 people­
blacks, Asians, Jews, unionists, left­
ists, gays, youth--came out on less 
than one day's notice to protest 
and stop a meeting of the fas­
cist "Canadian League of Rights," a 
gang of Canada's most notorious 
white-supremacists and anti-Semites. 
Organized by the Trotskyist League/ 
Ligue Trotskyste and the Partisan 
Defense Committee, the protesters 
chanted, "No Nazis in Vancouver! 
Fascists off the streets!" We closed 
down the meeting hall for well over 
an hour, repelling repeated fascist 
provocations, including one Hitler­
he's attack with an iron bar. One anti­
fascist suffered a crushed toe. But the 
Nazi ended up later with a yellow 
streak painted down his back and his 
head stuffed into a garbage can. 

at UC Berkeley was broken up by cops, 
who maced the crowd and arrested 46 
students. A reactionary anti-immigrant 
bill before the state legislature would 
prohibit any person who is not a legal 
resident from enrolling in the state's pub­
lic colleges. As UCLA student and SYC 
member John Barnard said at the rally 
on May 12: 

"In this system, it is useless to appeal to 
the racist bourgeois Regents apd admin­
istration. The only way to ensure quality 
education for all is to place the university 
under the control of the workers, stu­
dents and faculty! For open admissions, 
free tuition and a living stipend for stu­
dents! The bourgeoisie is especially aim­
ing its attacks at immigrants .... Last 
April, during the unrest in L.A., 1,600 
immigrants were summarily deported. 
Haitians are seized on the high seas and 
either sent back to a brutal military 
regime or confined in inhuman condi­
tions in the imperialist enclave at Guan­
tanamo Bay. The recent anti-Arab hys­
teria which was whipped up after the 
bombing of the World Trade Center has 
been used to further crack down on Arab 
immigrants. We demand full citizenship 
rights for all immigrant workers and their 
families!" 

The protests at UCLA and UC Berke­
ley have narrowly focused on estab­
lishing ethnic studies departments and 
multicultural curricula. But students who 
seek to fight the marginalization of 
working-class and minority youth must 
take this struggle beyond the campuses, 
and fight to change history, not just the 
history books. Joe O'Connor, brother of 
Irish rock star Sinead, wrote, "LA is an 
Orwellian nightmare, the rich swilling 
and luxuriating on one side of the wire, 
the poor living on the leftovers, while 
the men with guns keep the two worlds 
apart. ... If ever I saw an argument for 
communism, it is Los Angeles. You take 
one look at the city of the angels and 
you wonder just how much longer the 
poor will put up with their lot" (Irish 
Sunday Tribune, 9 May). 

As the L.A. Spartacus Youth Club 

COMMHTEE 

The' demonstrators sent a clear 
message to the Hitler-lovers that Van­
couver is a labor and minority town, 
not a Nazi town. In response, the cops 
hauled four of the anti-fascist protest­
ers off to jail, holding them there until 
the fascists had "safely" ended their 
meeting several hours later. 

Following extensive TV and radio 
coverage, anti-fascist protesters were 
warmly greeted at work, in restaurants 
and on the streets with hearty con­
gratulations. Many in Vancouver re­
member January 22, when thousands 
of determined anti-fascists, including 
militant representatives of the pow­
erful British Columbia labor move­
ment, drove a gang of skinhead storm­
troopers off the 'streets of this city. As 
the TL's call for the May 6 demo said: 
"Let's keep the Nazis on the run! 
Labor/minorities have the power!" 

stated in their leaflet issued to the mass 
protest on May 12: 

"The cops, armed to the teeth, are going 
after students the same way they went 
after blacks and Latinos during the L.A. 
upheaval a year ago and striking Hispanic 
janitors in 1990. The slap-on-the-wrist 
King verdict has only emboldened the 
racist thugs in blue. The LAPD is the 
local ann of the same racist state that 
carried out the mass murder of 86 people, 
members of an integrated religious sect, 
in Waco for, as the government put 
it, 'espousing doctrines hostile to law 
enforcement.' The imperialist U.S. ruling 
class treats the working popUlation ofthis 
country the saine way they treat Iraqis, 
Somalis, and the way they now want to 
treat the Serbs: as inmates to be beaten 
into passivity and killed if they resist .... 
The U.S. ruling class smashes workers 
and minorities in this country the better 
to act as top cops of the world, exploiting 
workers and markets abroad in compe­
tition with their imperialist rivals. 
"The social power to take on the racist 
bourgeoisie and win lies with the organ­
ized, integrated working class-the labor 
movement. Students who want to fight 
racist cop terror and struggle for decent 
education for all must look to forge links 
with the powerful unions in this city­
longshore, aerospace, city worker~in 
a fight to get what we need. We've got 
to build a multiracial workers party to 
lead that struggle on the road to a social­
ist revolution, that will rip the wealth of 
this country out of the hands of the 
exploiters, so we can begin to build a 
socialist, egalitarian society on an inter­
national scale. Winning students and 
youth to this struggle is what the Trot­
skyist Spartacus Youth Club is all about. 
Join us!" 

* * * 
In response to the protests, many 

of the arrested students' charges have 
been reduced to misdemeanor offenses, 
but they. are facing an urgent and 
costly legal defense. We urge our read­
ers to send contributions to: UCLA 
Student Legal Defense Fund, Asian­
American Studies Center, 405 Hilgard 
Ave., 3230 Campbell Hall, UCLA, Los 
Angeles, CA 90024 •• 

WORKERS VANGUARD 



May Day in 
Havana ... 
(continued from page 16) 

a rapid decline beginning with Yeltsin's 
countercoup in the USSR, and acceler­
ating impoverishment in recent months. 

These days, there is nothing to buy 
for pesos. The stores-except for hard­
currency stores reserved for tourists­
have nothins. on the shelves. Many aver­
age Cuban·workers and youth confirmed 
this. Increasingly it is necessary to turn 
to the black market to get basic food­
stuffs, let alone "luxury" items like 
clothes, toothpaste, bicycle tires. Work­
ers are given ration cards at work, but 
these are often not sufficient. Even a bag 
of rice, a liter of cooking oil, some beans, 
some sugar might be available only 
through the black market. 

Cubans eat at their workplaces (usu­
ally lunch) but more and more often this 
is their only meal each day. Rice and 
beans may be the only food people get 
for days on end. The ration for eggs is 
now three a month. The state is trying 
to make sure people get a minimum 
nutritional balance. 

Vitamin supplements are now being 
distributed free· of charge, all over the 
country, . in part to fight an epidemic of 
optic neuritis which has caused many 
cases of blindness .. Cubans proudly told 
us that even in tliis "Special Period," not 
a single hospital or medical facility has 
been closed. There are drastic shortages, 
but no homeless ness and medical care 
is still free. 

The dismantling of the Soviet workers 
state precipitated the current freefall in 
living standards. Cubans have a deep 
hatred of Gorbachev and Yeltsin. In the 
wake of the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union the Castro regime is desperately 
seeking to expand ties with the interna­
tional capitalist market and end the 
blockade. Great hopes are also placed in 
building up tourism, as well as other 
industries like biotechnology, pharma­
ceuticals, and a plethora of goods pro­
duced from sugar cane. 

To garner hard currency, the Cuban 
government is trying to build up the tour­
ist industry. Tourism is now so big that 
a union of tourism workers was inaugu­
rated the week we were there. What 
struck us was that foreign currency was 
undermining the peso, the national cur­
rency. It is a telling sign of the isolation 
of Cuba and the effect of U.S. imperial­
ism bearing down. You can sense the 
population responding accordingly, i.e., 
having to hustle in the black market for 
goods, hustling tourists, and the prosti­
tution-the hustling to survive in a'tour­
ist economy. 

To feed the population, it has become 
necessary to dramatically increase the 
voluntary work which most Cubans have 
to do in agriculture. Reportedly the 
entire Foreign Ministry was sent out to 
the fields after getting into trouble with 
Fidel. Just about everyone takes part­
spending weekends or several weeks 
picking vegetables, cutting cane or doing 
whatever to make up for a steady loss 
of agricultural manpower over the years. 
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WV Photo 
Havana: Schoolchildren outside the Museum of the Revolution. 

This "time off' normal work is facili­
tated by the fact that thousands of fac­
tories, workshops, etc., are grinding to 
a halt for lack of fuel, electricity, spare 
parts, raw materials. This has led to 
chronic underemployment. 

There is groping for straws. An econ­
omist from the Cuban CP Political 
Bureau told us he thinks the Clinton 
administration includes several individ­
uals with "new thinking" on ending the 
blockade. Granma International runs 
articles advising Washington that closing 
down Guantanamo would save a lot of 
money! There is much talk about how 
ending the blockade would be "mutually 
advantageous," that it is "irrational" and 
"uncivilized." Of course, the new Dem­
ocratic administration, vying with the 
BushlReagan camp for support among 
the most rabid, foam-flecked gusanos 
in Miami, hasn't the slightest intention 
of giving up the military base the U.S. 
illegally occupies on Cuban soil. In addi­
tion to the military threat, they find it a 
handy place to imprison HIV-infected 
Haitians fleeing the bloody terror of the 
Tontons Macoutes. 

teered to fight in Angola against the rac­
ist South African army and UNITA. They 
saw many of their schoolmates killed. 
But we didn't meet anyone who had 
regrets. They're pissed at what's happen­
ing now in Angola, but they're proud 
to have don~ their internationalist and 
anti-racist duty. 

At a reception, one of us presented 
the head of the Cuban Workers Fed­
eration with two videos about the com­
bative, largely Latino workers of the 
Justice for Janitors union organizing 

tali sm. In this we can defend what has 
been won and gained here in Cuba." 

At a ribbon-cutting ceremony for a 
new pharmaceutical plant, we struck up 
a conversation with two electricians. 
Their construction contingent was re­
ceiving a "Vanguard of Labor" award for 
their hard work in completing the plant 
and also doing 50,000 hours of voluntary 
labor. They clapped politely as the union 
leaders gave thel}1selves awards atop the 
podium, but they were more interested 
in talking with us about Nicaragua, 
Waco, El Salvador, the ex-USSR, the 
prospects for class struggle in the U.S. 
One of them fought with the Vietnamese 
in the early '70s, and recounted laugh­
ingly how frightened he was when the 
U.S. rained bombs down on Hanoi, 
praising the bravery of his Vietnamese 
comrades. That kind of internationalism 
and high consciousness lives in the 
Cuban working class. 

Any U.S. invasion of Cuba would be 
met with ferocious resistance. Everyone, 
men and women, in the country receives 
military training and periodic drills. Sev­
eral young people we spoke with said 
they certainly don't want to fight (no 
bravado here), but that they will fight if 
there is an invasion. 

It wiIlbe much harder, though, to pre­
vail against imperiali~m 's other tactic, 
of slow strangulation with its starvation 
blockade. Isolated, the Cuban Revolution 
cannot survive: "socialism on one island" 
has no future. The bureaucratic leader­
ship of the Cuban deformed workers state 
is driven to seek accommodation, "peace-

The minimal aid which Cuba is receiv­
ing from international support groups 
is greatly appreciated, but it's only a drop 
in the bucket of what's needed. The 
Castroites see it as part of the propaganda 
campaign to get the blockade lifted. 
But many participants have scarcely 
disguised counterrevolutionary motives. 
One of the most touted groups, the 
"Basta!" flotilla from Miami, was a 
bunch of businessmen yacht-owners who 
explicitly say the best way to bring down 
Castro and the Cuban Revolution is by 
lifting the blockade. 

Agencia de Informaci6n Nacional 
"Marianao Will Resistl" pledged this neighborhood contingent of May Day 
marchers. U.S. invasion of Cuba would meet ferocious resistance. 

Internationalism and the 
Race Question 
. We were struck bX the contrast be­

tween our experiences in racist America 
and life in an integrated, anti-racist 
workers state (albeit bureaucratically 
deformed). One young black woman told 
us, "You see this skin-here in Cuba 
I know I'm equal and in solidarity 
with my comrades of all shades of skin. 
That's the power of our revolution." 
Everywhere we met guys our age, light­
skinned and dark-skinned, who vol un-

drive in Los Angeles, who have coura­
geously defendt:d their strikes against 
the brutal repression of the LAPD and 
la migra. We said: 

"The question of organizing immigrant 
labor in the U.S. is key to struggle 
against the racial divisions that are fos­
tered among the working class. This 
issue of racism brings up the issue of the 
liberation of the black population, key 
in the U.S. If you touch the question of 
black liberation in the U.S., you touch 
the question of socialist revolution. 
"So the tasks are to fight for a workers 
party based on the unions, to fight for a 
socialist revolution to bring down capi-

Justice for Janitors 
campaign faced 
racist LAPD terror 
in their union 
organizing fight 
(left). Cuban trade 
unionists were 
interested to hear 
the story of their 
struggle (right). 

ful coexistence," with "enlightened" cap­
italism. But what the working people 
of Cuba need instead is a Leninist­
Trotskyist leadership to replace the 
bureaucratic regime with democratic 
organs of proletarian power. And only a 
perspective of workers revolution, of pro­
letarian uprisings across Latin America 
and beyond, into the belly of the impe­
rialist colossus, can offer a road forward 
for the Cuban masses, who have suffered 
so much and fought so valiantly in 
the struggle to realize their revolution­
ary aspirations. _ 
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ay in --Havana 

The following is a report by two trade 
unionists who recently returned from a 
trip to Cuba with a solidarity delegation 
of North American trade unionists. 

Nearly one million people marched 
through Havana in the official May Day 
march this year. We watched from the 
reviewing stands: it was an impressive 
sight as factory contingents, neighbor­
hood groups and youth came to proclaim 
their defiance of the siege conditions 
imposed by Washington's vindictive 
blockade and fostered by the destruction 
of the Soviet Union. Thousands carried 
pictures of Che Guevara with the slo­
gan "jHasta la Victoria Siempre!" (Ever 
Onward to Victory). Others brought signs 
saying "On Our Knees ... Never!" and 
"Socialism or Death!" 

Eyewitness Report 
There were sports skits and dancers 

in spandex, funky floats and thundering 
chants: "j Viva la Revoluci6n Cubana! 
Patria 0 Muerte-jVenceremos!" Both 
speeches and slogans had a nationalist 
thrust. No pictures of Marx, Engels or 
Lenin-instead there were lots of refer­
ences to Jose Marti, Che and, of course, 
Fidel. Cuban flags and red banners were 
everywhere. People seemed to be having 
a good time, but we also got the sense 
that the mass of the Cuban people really 
do not want to go back. They do not 
want to return to capitalism. The revo­
lution is something their fathers and 
mothers fought for. The revolutionary 

determination of the Cuban working class 
has not been sapped. 

But their fierce determination today 
is facing its most difficult test, as Cuba 
is threatened with starvation. This is not 
entirely obvious from the vantage of the 
tourist sector, which along with the 
bureaucracy and its invited guests, does 
not "go without." The bureaucracy and 
tourism are themselves corrosive to the 
enormous gains of the Cuban Revolu­
tion. But the starvation siege by U.S. 
imperialism-a total blockade which has 
lasted three decades, through five admin­
istrations, and recently intensified by the 
Torricelli Act-is the most destructive 

WVPhoto 

counterrevolutionary weapon today. No 
one knows how long the Cubans can hold 
out. 

The economic blockade is a useful 
tool for the imperialists, helping to create 
a black market, a dollar economy, driv­
ing a wedge between the masses and the 
privileged elite. One Cuban journalist 
remarked, "The truth is that we're still 
in shock. We've fallen so far, so fast. 
It's been too sudden to fathom how the 
achievements of our revolution could be 
replaced by hunger pangs." 

In trips around Havana, one still 
doesn't find the poverty and degradation 
of nearly all the rest of Latin America 
and the Caribbean. In fact, people look 
well-fed and healthy. But there has been 

continued on page 15 

LOS ANGELES-Fed up with an ad­
ministration that wouldn't even meet to 
listen to their concerns, on May 11 some 
500 students at University of Califor­
nia/Los Angeles marched on the Faculty 
Center to protest a 70 percent cut in 
funding for the Chicano studies library 
and to demand that Chicano stijdies 
be upgraded to full departmental status. 
Over 100 students seized the building 
while hundreds more rallied outside. 
Vice Chancellor Andrea Rich (a.k.a. the 
"Ice Queen") responded with a massive 
police assault, including over 200 thugs 
from the notorious LAPD. The students 
were suddenly surrounded by SWAT 
teams in full riot gear and armed with 
pepper gas as "blue thunder" helicopters 
hovered overhead. 

Protests Rock UCLA 

Demonstrators were dispersed by 
club-wielding cops, and ten students 
who didn't move fast enough were 
arrested and charged with trespassing­
on their own campus! The SWAT teams 
then stormed the student-occupied Fac­
ulty Center. Chained together in groups 
of six, 83 students were thrown in jail 

continued on page 14 
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Spartacus Youth Club joins protest against cop attack on student demonstrators. 
Young Spartacus 
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