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Clinton/Dole Kill Arabs and Kurds as Election Stunt 

u.s. Imperialist Butchers 
Hands 011 Iraq! 

Clinton's terror bombing of Iraq: cynical election year ploy and a message in blood that U.S. imperialism is top cop of the world. 

In a vile display of imperial arrogance, 
President Bill Clinton ordered death and 
destruction to be rained down on the 
Iraqi people to garner a few more votes 
in the November presidential elections. 
As dozens of U.S. cruise missiles were 
fired at Iraq in the early morning hours 
of September 3 and again the following 
day, Clinton ranted against the Baghdad 
regime of Saddam Hussein for its "vio
lence and aggression': and "disdain for 
civilized behavior." The massive U.S. 
expeditionary force in the Persian Gulf 
region was augmented by B-52 bombers 
flown in from as far away as Guam. At 
least five people were reported dead and 
19 more injured. 

Not content with this murderous mili
tary assault, Washington got the United 
Nations to tighten the screws on the eco
nomic embargo which has strangl~d Iraq 
for six years. The UN has now reversed 
even a token measure allowing Iraq to sell 
some of its oil on the world market to 
enable it to buy a trickle of food and med
ical supplies. Some 600,000 Iraqi chil
dren have already died as a result of im
perialist sanctions imposed in the buildup 
to the 1991 Persian Gulf onslaught. We 
say: u.s. hands off Iraq! U.S.lUNINATO 
out of the Persian Gu(f now! Down with 
the starvation hlockade' 

The pretext for the terror bombing 
ordered by Clinton and applauded by 
Republican candidate Bob Dole was the 
movement of Iraqi troops into the city of 
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Erbil in the UN-"protected" Kurdi~h area 
of Iraq north of the 36th parallel. In fact, 
Iraqi forces had been invited in by the 
bourgeois-nationalist Kurdistan Demo
cratic Party and had already withdrawn 
from Erbil before the U.S. missile assault 
was launched.- Washington's supposed 
"concern" for the Kurds is no less a lie 
than its "humanitarian" war propagan
da for its invasion of Somalia, for its 
attacks on the Bo.snian Serbs, for its 
invasions of one Latin American coun
try after another throughout this cen
tury. Alongside Germany, the U.S. is one 
of the main arms suppliers to Turkey, 
which has been waging a genocidal war 
against the Kurdish people there for 
years and has repeatedly invaded the 
"safe haven" in northern Iraq to round 
up and kill supporters of the Kurdish 
Workers Party (PKK). And days after the 
U.S. bombing, Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher gave Turkey a green light to 
carve out a "security cordon" twelve 

miles deep into Iraqi Kurdistan. 
The International Communist League 

(Fourth International ist) immediately 
mobilized its forces to protest the assault 
on Iraq (see "ICL Protests Bombing of 
Iraq," page 9). In the U.S., a September 
3 Spartacist League leaflet drew the link 
between imperialist terror abroad and 
the capitalist rulers' war on workers and 
minorities at home: 'The same racist 
rulers, the Democrats and Republicans, 
who have condemned millions of welfare 
mothers and their children to death 
by 'abolishing welfare as we know it: 
bomb Iraq and have starved hundreds 
of thousands of Iraqis. We say: For class 
struggle at home against racist U.S. 
imperialism!" 

As revolutionary internationalists, we 
stand with the people of Iraq against 
imperialist aggression. But workers and 
the oppressed must have no illusions 
about the bourgeois-nationalist Baghdad 
regime. As the SL leaflet said: "Saddam 

Hussein should be dealt with by his own 
working people for his crimes against 
them." While the U.S. rulers now hypo
critically denounce the Iraqi strongman 
as a "tyrant," Washington backed him for 
years as he cracked down on Iraqi work
ing people and the Kurds and other 
minorities (see "Saddam Hussein's War 
on Kurds, Leftists," WV No. 517, 4 Janu~ 
ary 1991). Meanwhile, the U.S. funnels 
$3 hillion in aid every year to Israel to 
bolster its position as regional gendarme 
for American imperialism and to fund 
the Zionist rulers' subjugation of the 
Palestinian masses. We fight for workers 
revolution to sweep away all the sheiks, 
colonels and Zionist butchers in the 
region. Israel out of the Occupied Terri
tories! For a socialist federation of the 
Near East! 

Defeat U.S. Imperialism: The 
Main Enemy Is at Home! 

There was nothing subtle about what 
motivated Clinton's bombing of Iraq. 
A Washington "insider" was blunt: 
"Whacking everyone's favorite enemy is 
a no-brainer" (Wall Street Journal, 6 Sep
tember). With Dole screaming about 
Clinton'S "weakness" in the face of "Iraqi 
terror," the Democrat in the White House 
responded by ordering a bloody attack. 
Three years ago, Clinton sent cruise mis
siles crashing into a residential area of 
Baghd'ad, killing eight civilians including 
a baby and noted artist Layla ai-Attar, in 
order to boost his "popularity" in the 
opinion polls. But the U.S. bombing of 
Iraq was not only a cynical maneuver in 
the run-up to the presidential elections. It 
was also an act of arrogant big-power bul
lying, laying down the law to the U.S.' 

continued on page 5 



Drop All Charges Now! 

Chicago Anti-Klan 
Defendants Continue Fight 

CHICAGO, September 9-Trade union
ists, anti-racist activists and socialists 
turned out this morn~ng in Cook County 
Circuit Court to support eight anti-Klan 
protesters who could face up to a year 
in jail on trumped-up charges. The eight 
were arrested on June 29 in Daley Plaza 
by police protecting a nest of Ku Klux 
Klansmen who had tried to march into 
a group of 100 anti-racist protesters 
and were then trounced. Organized in 
less than 24 hours by the Partisan 
Defense Committee and the Labor Black 
Struggle League, the protest gave notice 
that the KKK terrorists will not ride 
unopposed through labor/black/Hispanic 
Chicago. 

In court today, Chicago prosecutors 
made clear their intentions to con
tinue their attempt to victimize the 
anti-Klan activists. In what Partisan De
fense Committee attorney Jonathan Piper 
called "a provocation and an affront," 
prosecutors again successfully argued 
before the court to consolidate the eight 
cases with that of the one Klansman 
arrested on June 29. All of the anti-Klan 
defendants have demanded a jury trial. 
Their next court date is scheduled for 
September 23. The PDC again calls on 
all opponents of Klan terror to fill the 

courtroom in their support. 
As one of the defendants, PDC labor 

coordinator Gene Herson, said: "When 
we stopped the race-terrorist Klansmen 
as they strutted in Daley Plaza toward 
us wielding their studded shields and 
tlagpoles like clubs, we were not only 
defending the anti-Klan protesters. We 
were also defending blacks, Hispanics, 
other minorities, immigrants, gays and 
the entire labor movement. It is by mobi
lizing the power of the integrated unions 
in the forefront of struggle against racist 
terror that the Klan, Nazis and all other 
fascists will be stopped." 

Fill the courtroom on Septemher 23. 
9:30 a.m .. Branch 46 of the Circuit 
Court, 1340 S. Michigan Ave. Send pro
test statements to: Jack 0' Malley, State's 
Attorney of Cook County, 55 W. Ran
dolph St., Chicago, IL 60602. Send cop
ies of protest statements and urgent
ly needed donations for legal defense 
(earmarked "Anti-Klan Protesters") to 
the Partisan Defense Committee, Box 
802867, Chicago, IL 60680-2867, phone 
(312) 454-4931. Or contact the PDC in 
New York at P.O. Box 99, Canal St. 
Station, New York, NY 10013-0099, 
phone (212) 406-4252. Drop all charges 
against the anti-Klan protesters!. 

Bourgeois Reaction and 
the Fight for Marxism 

In the wake (~l the collapse (~l the Soviet 
Union, much ol the le.ff has moved sharply 
to the right, adapting to the hourgeois lie 
that "communism is dead." While the 1930.1' 
were a time ()l hitter class struggles, such 
as the strike waves that engulfed France in 
1936, they were also marked hy an ideolog
ical (}tf"ensive hy the hourgeoisie and its 

TROTSKY reformist lahor lieutenants against revolu- LENIN 
. tionary MaJ:rism. The utter capitulation of 

the Stalini:ed Communist International in the face (}l Hitler's march to power in 
1933 led Russian revolutionary leader Leon Trotsky to ;'aise the callfor a new, Fourth 
Internationalforged in political comhat against hoth Social Democracy and Stalinism. 
In the preface to his 1936 pamphlet. Whither France?, Trotsky underscored the need 
to swim against the stream ql this ideological reaction in order to cohere new rev
olutionary parties (?l the working class. 

We live in an epoch of the universal liquidation of Marxism in the ruling summits 
of the labor movement. The most vulgar prejudices now serve as the official doctrines 
for the political and trade union leaders of the French working class. Contrariwise, 
the voice of revolutionary realism rings against this-artificial sounding board like 
the voice of "sectarianism." It is all the more insistently necessary to repeat over 
and over again the fundamental truths of Marxist policies before audiences of 
advanced workers.... . 

The days ')f the great strike will undoubtedly also have the merit of airing out the 
musty, still atmosphere of the workers' organizations, clearing it of the miasmas of 
reformism and patriotism, of the "Socialist," "Communist," and "trade union" vari
eties. Assuredly, this will not take place at once, nor by itself. Ahead lies a stubborn 
ideological struggle on the basis of harsh class struggle. But the subsequent course 
of the crisis will show that only Marxism provides a timely analysis of the interlocking 
of events and a timely forecast of their further development. 
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-Leon Trotsky on France (1979) 
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Jimmy Smyth Extradited 
to H-Block Hell 

SAN FRANCISCO-Despite an out
cry of protest, on August 17 the 
Clinton administration removed Irish 
nationalist political prisoner Jimmy 
Smyth from a federal prison outside 
San Francisco and handed him over 
to his British tormentors" He was im
mediately tlown to Northern Ireland 
and returned to the infamous H
Blocks at Long Kesh prison from 
which he escaped in 1983. Along with 
Kevin Barry Artt, Terence Kirby and 
Pol Brennan, Smyth was one of the 
"H-Block Four" who sought refuge 
in the U.S. The other three were like
wise imprisoned by U.S. authorities 
and, though currently out on bail, also 
face extradition. As the Partisan 
Defense Committee noted in a protest 
letter demanding asylum, their "only 
'crime' was to be born poor and mem
bers of an oppressed Catholic minor
ity in a country occupied by the Brit
ish imperialist army" (WV No. 649, 
2 August). 

Clinton's vicious act is aimed at 
furthering U.S. imperialism's attempt 
to broker a British-dominated "peace" 
in Northern Ireland in league with 
Protestant "Loyalist" reactionaries. 
Referring to the Bush administration's 
1992 extradition of Irish nationalist 
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Jimmy Smyth 
outside San 
Francisco 
courthouse 
before 
extradition to 
Northern Ireland. 

Joe Doherty, Smyth declared: 

"President Clinton once promised 
. Irish-America that there would be no 
more Joe Dohertys. The plane which 
takes me back to a British prison is 
evidence of the value of that promise. 
"I am returning to a country I left 
unwillingly twelve years ago. Unfor
tunately, little has changed. A foreign 
army is still on the streets. Loyalist 
gunmen still dictate British policy 
and back it up with British bullets. 
Justice is still just a dream. I am under 
no illusions about what I face. There 
are many who will seek revenge 
against me because I spoke the truth 
about Ireland." 

Sinyth has every reason to fear for 
his life. In recent months, Northern 
Ireland has seen an ugly upsurge of 
anti-Catholic terror by the "Loyalist" 
Orange Order and the brutal suppres
sion of Catholic protests by the Brit
ish Army and Royal Ulster Constab
ulary. Our comrades of the Dublin 
Spartacist Group and the Spartacist 
League/Britain call for the immediate 
unconditional withdrawal of British 
troops as part of the fight for an 
Irish workers republic in a socialist 
federation of the British Isles. Free 
Jimmy Smyth! Asylum for Artt, Kirhy, 
Brennan and all victims of British 
imperialist repression! 

Down With Racist War on 
Immigrants and Blacks! 
NEW YORK CITY 

Friday, September 13, 7:30 p.m. 

Brecht Forum 
122 W. 27th Street, 10th Floor 

For more information: (212) 267-1025 

TORONTO 
Trotskyist League/Spartacus Youth Club Forum 

Thursday, September 19, 7 p.m. 
International Stud~nt Centre 
33 St. George St. (north of College) 
For more information: (416) 593-4138 

BOSTON 
Thursday, September 26, 7 p.m. 
Boston University 
College of Arts and Sciences, Rm. 214 
725 Commonwealth Avenue 
For more information: (617) 666-9453 

VANCOUVER 
Trotskyist League/Spartacus Youth Club Forum 

Friday, October 4, 7:30 p.m. 
Britannia Community Centre, Room L4 . 
1661 Napier Street (at Commercial) 
For more information: (604) 687-0353 

BAY AREA 
Thursday, September 19, 7 p.m. 
Barrows Hall 
University of California at Berkeley 
For more information: (510) 839-0851 
or (415) 777-9367 

CHICAGO 
Saturday, September 21, 7 p.m. 

Regency Room 
Blackstone Hotel 

For more information: (312) 454-4930 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Spartacus Youth Club Forum 
Saturday, September 28, 2 p.m. 
University of Maryland, College Park 
Reckord Armory Building, Rm. 0116 
For more information: (202) 872-8240 

LOS ANGELES 
Saturday, October 12, 4 p.m. 
Hollywood United Methodist Church 
6817 Franklin Avenue 
(Highland exit off 101 Fr.wy) 
For more information: (213) 380-8239 

WORKERS VANGUARD 



California: Racist Terrorist Invited to Camp-us "Debate" 

David Duke, Klan in a Suit, 
Still a Fascist Killer! 

Workers Vanguard reprints helow the 
leaflet issued on Septemher 8 hy the 
Spartacist League!Spartacus Youth Cluh 
in Los Angeles. 

"Klan in a suit" David Duke is plan
ning to waltz into Cal State Northridge 
(CSUN) on September 25 to push racist 
terror under the cover of a debate with 
pro-affirmative action spokesman Joe 
Hicks. Invited by the Associated Stu
dents, the former "Grand Wizard" Duke 
will be paid $4,000 from student fees
while the black civil rights leader Hicks 
is offered only $1 ,OOO! 

The driving force behind bringing 
Duke to campus is not the far right but 
liberal student bureaucrats---;;-including 
blacks and Latinos who are at the 
top of the KKK's hit list. They appar
ently hope that Duke's defense of the 
anti-affirmative action "California Civil 
Rights Initiative" (CCRI-Proposition 
209 on November's ballot) will paint the 
entire pro-CCRI movement with the 
brush of Duke's right-wing extremism. 
But what they're calling a "smart tactic" 
is of immense value to Duke in consoli
dating a fascist organization in this 
state. This deadly threat stands higher 
than any supposed electoral payoff. If 
CCRI passes, those who gave Duke a 
platform are going to have egg all over 
their faces; and even if it doesn't, we are 
left with a newly strengthened fascist 
movement in the state of California. 

The recent epidemic of black church 
burnings across the South is a reminder 
of the Klan's despicable purpose-to 
organize racist terror! The fascists have 
stepped up their activities everywhere, 
feeling increasingly self-confident in the 
face of bipartisan attacks on blacks and 
other minorities-not least the assault on 
affirmative action programs in hiring and 
college admissions. In Southern Califor
nia this July, black teenager Marcus Cot
ton was attacked by two skinheads in 
Lancaster who yelled "white power" as 
they slashed him with a machete. In Feb
ruary, a Native American was stabbed 27 
times in a ferocious attack by skinheads 
in Huntington Beach. There have been a 
whole series of fascist anti-immigrant 
mobilizations in San Diego to "light up 
the border" with Mexico. 

Duke and his fascist stormtroopers are 
not about academic debate. They are 
vicious killers and a mortal threat 
to blacks, immjgrants, Jews, homosexu
als and anyone else who doesn't fit 
their idea of "Aryan America." At the 

September 3 meeting of the CSUN Stu
dent Senate where the payment to Duke 
was approved, the Los Angeles Spar
tacus Youth Club intervened against 
Duke's appearance: 

"Since its formation in the reaction in 
the South following the defeat of the 
slavocracy in the Civil War, the KKK has 
spearheaded the attempt to reverse the 
outcome of that war-to return blacks to 
a position of chattel slavery. Their meth-
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ods of "debate" are the lynch rope and 
the burning cross .... The fascists are a 
paramilitary action group whose public 
rallies are used to incite Pacist violence 
and to recruit to their ranks." 

Duke is portrayed as an "ex"
Klansman, but he has not changed his 
aims; he simply moved on from the Klan 
to the Republican Party keeping his pro
gram intact. By putting his white sheets 
and swastikas in the closet, Duke is 
attempting to make himself respectable 
to mainstream bourgeois society and 
thereby gain <:lccess to a larger audience 
frdm which to recruit to his program of 
racist murder. 

Rightist Republicans and CCRI sup-
. porters have been trying to distance 
themselves from Duke. Racist Republi
can Pat Buchanan ostentatiously fired a 
Duke supporter from running his presi
dential primary campaign in the Tampa 
area. University of California Regent 
Ward Connerly, godfather of the CCRI, 
has characterized Duke as "despicable." 
Their real motivation is to downplay the 

" 
Young SpartaCLJS 

Demonstration at UC Berkeley in October 1995 against racist rollback of 
affirmative action. 
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congruence of their current war on 
blacks and immigrants with the political 
program of Duke and other fascists. 

Despite not wanting to now be too 
closely associated, the ruling class actu
ally needs to keep the fascists around. If 
there were a serious challenge to capital
ist class rule, the bourgeoisie would seek 
to unleash them against the working 
class. For now, it's enough for the bour-

Left: Fascist Duke 
organized 
anti-immigrant 
vigilantes on 
Mexican border. 
Right: 1,500-strong 
protest initiated by 
Partisan Defense 
Committee against 
Duke race-hate 
provocation 
in Boston, 
March 1991. 
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geoisie to us~ the cop terror which is 
daily meted out to black and Hispanic 
youth and workers-from the videotaped 
beatings of Rodney King in 1991 and of 
Mexican immigrants in Riverside last 
April, to the brutal cop attacks on those 
protesting anti-immigrant Prop. 187 in 
Van Nuys in 1994. 

Before 1933, many people in Germany 
felt that Hitler was just a semi-comical 
weirdo and that the Nazis were an 
insignificant fringe group which could be 
ignored. The German Communist Party 
went a step further and argued that 
Hitler's ascension to power would spark 
a massive wave of revulsion which the 
Communists would be able to ride to 
power, insisting "After Hitler, Us!" As 
history proved, this was a disastrous per
spective! Among Hitler's first acts after 
seizing power were the arrests and mur
der of thousands of Communists, fol
lowed by the complete destruction of the 
organizations of the working class and 
the massacre of 6 million Jews as well 
as millions of Slavs, homosexuals and 
Gypsies. To ignore the fascists or to 
attempt to use them as pawns will only 
allow them to grow more powerful. 

The sort of response with which the 
KKK should be met was shown by the 
hot reception given the Arkansas-based 
"Knights of the Ku Klux Klan" when 
they tried to rally in downtown Chicago 
on June 29. Like Duke, the Klan in 
Chicago insisted that they didn't hate 
blacks, they just wanted to defend "white 
culture." But they were prevented flom 
carrying out their provocation. On 24 
hours' notice, the Partisan Defense Com
mittee mobilized nearly 100 union mem
bers, leftists and youth against the Klan. 
When the fascist nightriders marched on 
us with bolt-studded shields, brandishing 
flagpoles as spears, they found them
selves sprawled on the ground, their flag 
and paraphernalia seized by the anti
racist protesters. 

Many opponents of Klan terror look to 
the government and cops to protect us 
from the fascists. But the capitalist state 
exists to protect private property and 
those who own it, not to protect the in
tended victims of the KKK. Laws against 
the fascists are used primarily against the 
left. Chicago cops arrested nine anti-Klan 
demonstrators in Chicago while forming 
a barricade to protect the racists, and 

eight still face sentences of up to a year 
in the Illinois courts. 

A multiracial protest of 1,500 trade 
unionists and students came out against 
David Duke in downtown Boston in 
1991. Their chants of "Duke stands for 
genocide-Klan terror will not ride!" 
nearly drowned out his race-hate speech 
and left him visibly shaken. This is a 
taste of the kind of reception Duke 
should get every time he dares to venture 
out! Spartacus Youth Club members 
helped build the Boston protest as we 
have other labor/minority demonstrations 
initiated by the Spartacist League and 
Partisan Defense Committee, which have 
stopped the fascists cold when they 
threatened to appear from Washington, 
D.C. to Philadelphia to San Francisco. 
We call for mobilizing the social power 
of labor, together with blacks and other 
minorities, to stop the fascists when they 
raise their ugly heads. This is part of our 
struggle to participate in the building of a 
multiracial workers party that can lead 
the working class in a socialist revolu
tion to overturn capitalist class rule and 
the fascist scum it breeds .• 

Spartacist League 
Public Offices 

-MARXIST LlTERATURE-

Bay Area 
Thurs.: 5:30,800 p.m .. Sat.. 100-5:00 p.m. 
1634 Telegraph, 3rd Floor (near 17th Street) 
Oakland, Califo,r'nia Phone: (510) 839-0851 

Chicago 
Tues .. 500-9:00 p.m., Sat.. 11 :00 a.m.,2:00 p.m. 
328 ,So Jefferson St., Suite 904 
Chicago, Illinois Phone: (312) 454-4930 

New York City 
Tues.: 6:30-9:00 p.m., Sat.: 1 :00-5:00 p.m. 
41 Warren St. (one block belo,w 

Chambers St. near Church St.) 
New York, NY Phone: (212) 267-1025 
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In the u.s. and internationally, the 
International Communist League (Fourth 
Internationalist) initiated and joined 
protests against Clinton's heinous terror 
bombing of Iraq, demanding "U.S. impe
rialists hands off Iraq!" At these demon
strations and in protest leaflets issued by 
different national sections of the ICL, we 
prominently raised the call, "For a 
Socialist Republic of United Kurdistan!" 

The 25 to 30 million Kurdish people 
in the Near East constitute the largest 
nation in the world without a state of its 
own. Since the downfall of the Turkish 
Ottoman empire in World War I, the 
Kurdish people has been carved up pri
marily among four countries-Turkey, 
Syria, Iran and Iraq, with a small scatter
ing of Kurds in the Caucasian republics 
of the former Soviet Union. Thus the 
realization of an independent Kurdistan 
cannot be resolved in a capitalist frame
work, but requires the revolutionary 
overthrow of four different capitalist 
powers in the region. But while the Near 
Eastern bourgeoisies are the immediate 
oppressors of the Kurdish people, there 
can be no self-determination for the 
Kurds without opposing all imperialist 
intervention in the region. The various 
imperialist powers--today, first and fore
most, U.S. imperialism---{1re the chief 
enemies of' Kurdish independence. 

While time and again using the Kurd
ish people as pawns for their great power 
ambitions, the imperialists have repeat
edly stabbed the Kurds in the back. Clin
ton's cruise missile attacks on southern 
Iraq were ostensibly launched in retalia
tion for the movement of Iraqi troops 
into the "autonomous" Kurdish region 
in the northern part of the country. 
But Washington's claim to act as a 
"guardian" of the Kurdish people is 
drenched in cynicism and hypocrisy. 
State Department spokesman Peter 
Tarnoff has made it crystal clear that the 
U.S. "remains firmly opposed to the cre
ation of an independent Kurdish state" 
(New York Times, 4 September). This 
position is shared by all the imperialist 
powers, who have installed and armed 
one dictatorial regime after another with 
the aim of suppressing any Kurdish 
struggle which could "destabilize" bour
geois rule in the Near East. The Turkish 
regime which is carrying out a war of 
annihilation against the Kurdish people 
and the Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) is 
armed to the hilt by both the U.S. and 
Germany. 

The latest U.S. attack on Iraq came 
after units of Saddam Hussein's army 
entered the Kurdish city Of Erbil on 
August 31 to prop up the Kurdist.an 
Democratic Party (KDP) in its feud with 
the rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), which is currently backed by 
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Iranian-backed 
Kurds 

Kotowitz/LA Times 

Self-determination for Kurdish people requires revolutionary overthrow of at 
least four capitalist regimes. 

thousands of Iranian troops in northern 
Iraq. Though it labels both Iran and Iraq 
as "terrorist states," Washington turned 
a blind eye to the Iranian intervention 
while moving to "punish" Iraq. During 
the Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s, the U.S. 
alternately armed both sides, even as 
Saddam Hussein and the ayatollahs' 
regime in Teheran were perpetrating 
bloody massacres against the Kurds 
within their own borders. 

Meanwhile, the feudalist and petty
bourgeois nationalist misleaders of the 
KDP and PUK have repeatedly sacrificed 
the Kurdish national struggle for ephem
eral and illusory support from the imperi
alists or their regional lackeys. Today 
PUK leader Jalal Talabani says he is pro
American while aligning with Iran, while 
Massoud Barzani's KDP looks to Sad
dam Hussein's Ba'athist regime. Yet for 
many years Barzani's father Mustafa, 
who founded the KDP, was a prime CIA 
"asset." And during the U.S.-led imperi
alist onslaught against Iraq in 1991, both 
the PUK and KDP sided with Washing
ton and entered the CIA-backed Iraqi 
National Congress. It's true that the pres
ent government of Iraq is an enemy 
of the Kurdish people-and so are all 
of its predecessors, all the neighboring 
bourgeois regimes and all the imperialist 
powers. But a U.S.-sponsored overthrow 
of the Ba'athist regime in Baghdad 
would not further the rights of the Kur
dish people one iota, only installing an 
equally murderous, if perhaps more pli
ant, dicfatorship. 

The internecine fighting between the 
KDP and PUK in league with imperial
ism and the regional oppressors of the 
Kurdish people underscores the need for 
re\'olutionary internationalist struggle by 
the Kurdish mas·ses. Yet even avowedly 

Marxist Kurdish groups, like the Workers 
Communist Party (WCPI) in Iraq and 
Iran, operate on the same premise that 
"the enemy of my enemy is my friend." 
Thus the WCPI appeals to the United 
Nations-an imperialist den of thieves
to fight Saddam Hussein'.s regime. 

A day before Clinton launched his ter
ror strikes, the WCPI called for interna
tional protest actions outside United 
Nations offices against Saddam Hus
sein's incursion into Erbil. A leaflet by a 
WCPI exile group in Australia demanded 
"the immediate withdrawal of the Ba'ath 
regime's forces" and called "to impose 
these demands on the UN." Despite the 
leaflet's claimed opposition to "U.S./UN 
intervention," this could only be a call on 
the UN to move against Iraq. At the same 
time, at a September 6 protest in Lon
don, the WCPI carried signs reading, 
"We condemn the U.S. military attack on 
Iraq," while simultaneously a letter to 
the UN pleaded to "put an end to the 
arrogance of the United States." It is 
under the UN fig leaf that the U.S. has 
imposed a brutal starvation blockade of 
Iraq for the past six years, and it was 
under the UN banner that the. bloody 
slaughter of Iraqis was carried out in 
1991. And while today condemning the 
American missile attacks, in 1991 the 
WCPI refused to take a side defending 
Iraq against U.S./UN imperialism. 

Underlying these contradictory posi
tions is the WCPI's schooling in the 
Stalinist dogma of "two-stage revolu
tion," putting off the aim of socialist rev
olution to the distant future while today 
casting about for "progressive" capitalist 
and imperialist "allies" to help them 
achieve a bourgeois-democratic revolu
tion for national independence. This 
stagist perspective is a dead end every· 

where, but it is particularly futile in the 
case of Kurdistan. The Kurdish people 
cannot acl}leve statehood without the 
smashing of four reactionary bourgeois
nationalist regimes. The WCPI's petty
bourgeois nationalism, however, pre
cludes it from advancing such a 
perspective. Thus, its leaflet issued in 
Australia focused entirely on the plight 
of Kurds in Iraq, avoiding any mention 
of the Turkish regime's genocidal cam
paign against Kurds in that country. 
Moreover, Kurdistan is a desperately 
impoverished mountainous region with 
not much of an industrial proletariat-or 
a bourgeoisie-to speak of. Indeed, the 
infighting between the KDP and PUK is 
motivated by a scramble for control of 
"tax" revenues from the smuggling of 
contraband oil and cigarettes, a chief 
source of income in the area. 

The motor force for the struggle for 
Kurdish independence is to be found in 
the proletariats of the countries which 
oppress the Kurds. The workers of Tur
key, Syria, Iran and Iraq have their own 
scores to settle with their exploiters. 
There is also a sizable Kurdish working 
class with a history of militant struggle 
in the oil fields of Kirkuk and 9ther 
strategic centers. But by and large the 
Kurdish proletariat is to be found in such 
industrial centers as Baghdad and Istan
bul, as well as the mining regions of 
southern Turkey, with a large concentra
tion in Germany. These workers can 
serve as a living bridge between the 
Kurdish struggle for independence and 
the fight for socialist revolution in the 
Near East, fighting to extend proletarian 
revolution to the imperialist heartland 
of West Europe. As we noted shortly 
after the 1991 Gulf War in our article 
"Kurdish Struggle: Near East Flash
point" (WV No. 527, 24 May 1991): "As 
part of the multinational proletariat of 
the region, the Kurds can playa leading 
role in bringing down the whole rotten 
structure set up to serve the imperialist 
overlords." 

This is the Trotskyist perspective of 
permanent revolution-that in the colo
nial and semicolonial countries in the 
imperialist epoch, only the proletariat 
in power can achieve the tasks of the 
bourgeois-democratic revolution. This 
perspective is counterposed to the petty
bourgeois nationalism-however much 
"socialist" rhetoric it is garbed in
embraced by the WCPI. The struggle for 
Kurdish national and social emancipa
tion requires the leadership of interna
tionalist vanguard parties rooted in the 
proletariats of the Near East and, in par
ticular, among the workers of Germany, 
parties which can only be built in the 
struggle for a world party of socialist 
revolution .• 
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L.A. Latino Teamsters Strike the "Tortilla King" 
LOS ANGELES, September R-When 
their contract expired in early August, 
160 truckers went on strike against 
Guerrero Mexican Food Products, a 
subsidiary of Gruma USA, the largest 
tortilla manufacturer and distributor in 
L.A. The strikers, members of Team
sters Local 63, are taking on a Mexican 
billionaire known as the "Tortilla King," 
who owns Gruma USA and its parent 
outfit, Grupo Maseca, The bosses 
they're lighting are hell-bent on keeping 
thousands of other superexploited 
Latino workcrs unorganized, atomized 
and in da;.ly fear of anti-immigrant ter
ror. This strike is being closely watched 
by tens of thousands of predominantly 
Latino workers in Southern California's 
trucking and tortilla-manufacturing 
industries. 

Organized just three years ago, the 
Guerrero truckers are demanding bettcr 
pay, health benefits, job security and 
pensions. The truckers, who haven't had 
a raise in eight years, currently make 
$40 to $45 after expenses for a 12-hour 
day delivering tortillas to stores and 
fast-food outlets throughout the city. 
Required to buy their trucks from the 
company and pay for fuel, maintenance 
and insurance, the truckers barely make 
enough to feed their families. Now the 
company wants to impose a $100 per 
month medical insurance copayment! 

With $400 million in annual sales, 
Gruma USA is raking in huge prof
its. The Mexican conglomerate Grupo 
Maseca has cornered the Mexican tor
tilla market and operates 35 plants 
around the world. Maseca's owner, 
'Tortilla King" Roberto Gonzalez Bar
rera, is a monopolist whose $1.1 billion 
fortunc was made as a lifelong crony of 
disgraced former Mexican president 
Carlos Salinas de Gortari. Salinas and 
his successor, Ernesto Zedillo. have 
arranged billions in subsidies for 
Maseca, and used the govcrnment's 
corn monopoly to ruin its compctitors. 

Iraq ... 
(continued ji"om page I) 

imperialist rivals, particularly Germany. 
This message was not lost on the other 

imperialist powers. Outside of Jol:1I1 
Major's failing Conservative government 
(and the loyal Labour Party "opposi
tion") in Britain, which allowcd U.S. 
bombers to refuel on the British island 
colony of Diego Garcia in thc Indian 
Ocean, the U.S. got barely a nod of sup
port from other countries. "Where Are 
the Allies?" wailed the Wall Slreel .lour
nal (4 September), referring to the 
"coalition" which backed the U.S. in the 
Gulf War. In the Ncar East, even Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia, which served as 
regional spearheads for the 1991 imperi
alist attack, refused to go along with 
Washington. Russian foreign minister 
Yevgeny Primakov noted acidly that "the 
attacks cannot be supported by anyone 
at all, eXl'ert thosc who put domcstic 
politics including prc-elcctoral questions 
abovc all clsc." France, which has signif
icant investment in Iraq, stopped just 
short of explicit condemnation, and 
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Striking L.A. Teamsters take on billionaire "Tortilla King," 

On August 2X, a caravan of striking 
truckers headed for a union rally was 
intercepted on the freeway by 30 secu
rity guards hired by Gruma. USA. 
Gruma's strikebreaking thugs forccd 
the workers' cars off the road, thcn 
srrayed pepper gas at some strikers 
while ordering others to lie on the 
ground at gunpoint. When the Califor
nia Highway Patrol arrived on the 
sccne, they proceeded to arrest six 
slrikers, charging them with assault 
with a deadly weapon! Only because 
one of the workers caught the events on 
videotape did the cops admit their 
"mistake" and later release the victim
ized Teamsters. 

Thc Guerrero truckers are facing a 
hard battle, made harder hy the 
defeatist misleadcrship of thc Tcamster 
bureaucrats. At an August I X rally, 
Teamsters president Ron Carey spouted 
hot air against the "bloodsucking com
pany" while pushing a toothless "con
sumer boycott" which would derail the 

announced that its warplanes in the Gulf 
would not join Britain and the U.S. in 
policing the extended area of the "no 
fly" zone over southern Iraq, which now 
reaches to the suburbs of Baghdad. 

Behind former Republican president 
Bush's 1991 "Desert Slaughter" was 
Washington's desire to exert control over 
the oil lie Ids in the region, which are of 
vital concern to Germany and especially 
Japan. Following the Gulf War, the capi
talist counterrevolution that destroyed 
the Soviet Union in 1991-92 has ushered 
in a period of intensified interimperialist 
rivalry reminiscent of that which prefig
ured the carnage of World War I. Clin
ton's latest round of air strikes was 
intended as both a demonstration of U.S. 
imperialism's role as top cop of the 
world and as a warning particularly to 
the rulers of the German Fourth Reich to 
stop their "meddling" in the Ncar E,lst. 
The backdrop to the U.S. bombing attack 
was the passage during the summer of 
two measures which threaten economic 
penalties against foreign companies 
which invest in Cuba, Libya or Iran. 

Notably, Germany's grudging support 
for the latest attack was announced by 
Chancellor Kohl's foreign minister as he 
was touring thc region. German imperial
ism has been making significant inroads 
in the Near East in the past few years. 
While U.S. imperialism has demonized 
Iran, its German cOll'petitors have moved 
in in a big way. German firms have been 
supplying the ayatollahs' regime with 
arms, pouring investment in and consoli
dating "stable contacts" with the Iranian 
secret service. When Kohl's emissary, 
Bernd Schmidbauer, negotiated a pris
oner exchange in July between Israel 
and pro-Iranian Hezbollah guerrillas in 
Lebanon, he was hailed as a hero in the 

strike. Carey is quite prepared to sec 
this strike go down to defeat. All he 
wants is to get the Latino truckers' 
votes in his re-election bid against 
challengcr Jimmy Hoffa Jr. Hoffa is 
supported by the "old guard" that 
allowed the Master Freight Agreement 
to be ripped up at the Santa Fe rail
yards in 1990. And Carey is no better. 
When 215 Teamsters were fired by 
Santa Fe in January 1995, Carey sup
porters in the Local 63 bureaucracy 
refused to sanction a strike to fight for 
their jobs. Instead, they put up "infor
mational picket lines" which let scab 
trucks run in and out unimpeded. And 
Carey refused to lift a finger for truck
ers victimized in the national Teamster 
strike of 1994, as cops attacked picket 
lines around the country. Pico Rivera 
trucker Jesse Acuna, a member of 
Teamsters Local 2()X, is spending five 
years in jail for courageously defend
ing his picket line. We say: All labor 
must fight for Jesse Acuna's freedom' 

German press. And Turkey, which has 
been the focus of direct competition he
tween the U.S. and Germany, recently 
signed a $20 billion gas deal with Iran in 
violation of U.S. sanctions. The Fl'<lnk
.IillNI' Allgemeine Zeilung (13 August) 
exulted that this was a "slap in the face of 
Washington." 

For Class Struggle Against 
U.S. Imperialism! 

The sharpening of interimperialist 
rivalries in the Ncar East is a tripwire for 
a future world war, the next time with all 
sides armed with nuclear weapons. But 
simultaneously, countries like Turkey are 
highly unstable and ripe for class strug
gle. In 1991, Turkey was rocked by work
ers' struggles, with strikes and protests 
not only over economic demands but also 
in opposition to thc Gulf War. And this 
year. there have been significant strikes 
by textile and public service workers. 
Throughout the region there has been an 
eruption of violent protests against the 
imposition of draconian austerity meas
ures dictated by the International Mone
tary Fund, the imperialist bankers' cartel. 
exemplified by the bread riots which 
ripped through Jordan last month. 

And in the U.S .. the drive to sharpen 
Wall Street's competitive edge against 
America's imperialist rivals means all
sided war on workers, blacks, immi
grants and the poor. Washington is intent 
on once again demonstrating that it will 
stop at nothing to assert its dominant 
position in the "New World Order" pro
claimed over the corpses of a hundred 
thousand Iraqis slaughtered in the 1991 
Gulf War. Much of the left tailed behind 
the Democrats at the time-just as they 
do today-and either supported UN eco
nomic sanctions against Iraq or wrapped 

A Guerrero striker told Workers Val/
g/lard that along with 50 scabs hired by 
the company, some 15 Teamsters are 
crossing picket lines. This is a scandal! 
There o/lghl 10 he h/llllireds ot' 
/ll/iol/isls-Teamslers, garmel/I l1'ork
ers, IOl/gshoremel/---oll Ihe pi('kel !iI/(' 
10 leach Ihe.,(' "cah" a les."'11 alld slOP 
all de!il'erie.\·. The many non-union 
truckers who deliver tortillas for 
Gruma under different brand names, 
like Mission, as well as thousands of 
workers in Gruma's Southern Califor
nia plants need to be organized and 
brought out to join the strike! A mas
sive organizing drive in Southern Cali
fornia must be linked to a perspective 
of reaching out to Mexican workers 
across the border. But that requires a 
leadership that's prepared to take on 
the bosses and their state. Earlier this 
year, ovcr 4.000 L.A. port truckers 
struck for union recognition. Hut the 
Comlllunications Workers tops howed 
before every anti-union court injunc
tion and the organizing drive has gone 
nowhere (sec "Victory to L.A. Port 
Truckers'" WI" No. 045. 10 May). 

What's needed to win strikes and 
organi/.ing drives is not only militant 
tactics-like mass pickets and "c
ondary strikes-but also an understand
ing that the capitalist parties and the 
capitalist state arc on the other side. 
The AFL-CIO bureaucrats sacririce 
workers' struggles in order to elect cap
italist Democratic Party roliticians. 
This year's Labor Day celebration in 
downtown L.A .. while cynically "high
lighting" the Guerrero drivers' plight, 
was turned into an obscene pep rally to 
get immigrant-bashing, "open shop" 
Clinton re-elected. What workers need 
is a class-struggle leadership in the 
unions and a revolutionary workers 
party that rights against the capitalist 
profit system which relics on union
busting, racism and anti-immigrant big
otry. Viclory 10 Ih" G/I"rr"ro Imd"r.l" 

themselves in social-patriotic yellow rib
hons. We of the ICL fought for labor 
protest strikes against the war and pro
claimed: "Defeat U.S. imperialism--
Defend Iraq'" 

A class-struggle leadership of the 
labor movement would have organized 
mass rrotests, including strikes, against 
Clinton's latest bomb attack. But the pro
capitalist misleaders of the unions police 
the labor movement on behalf of the 
bosses. By pushing protectionist chau
vinism, the AFL-CIO tops line up U.S. 
workers behind their exploiters and 
againsl workers in other countries. The 
multiracial working class of the United 
States can fight to free itself only if it 
fights together with the working people 
of the entire world. The key lies in forg
ing a revolutionary international party of 
the working class. 

The American empire runs on hlood 
and exploitation. Thc devastation of 
social welfare programs, the racist cop 
terror un leashed on the ghetto masses, 
the union-busting and wage-slashing
this is the domestic side of U.S. capital
ism's drive to increase its competitive 
edge against it~ imperialist rivals. What 
is needed is a sharp political struggle to 
oust the chauvinist labor traitors and 
break workers and minorities from the 
Democrats. For a workers party to fight 
for a workers government! • 
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The Struggle for Trotskyism 
in the Post-Soviet World 

We "r£'Scm he/ow a slightlv ('dited 
trallscri"t of a "res(,lItatioll gil'(,11 !>y 
comrade ./011 Brule of the S"artacist 
League C(,lItral COfllmille(' at an Sf, 
Jimltll in Nell' York Citv Oil August I. 

This talk focuses on what we Leninists 
call the "party question." As Leon Trot
sky, the great Russian revolutionary 
leader, emphasized in his 1924 work, 
Lessolls of Octo!>('/": "Without a party, 
apart from a party, over the head of a 
party, or with a substitute for a party, the 
proletarian revolution cannot conquer." 

Elsewhere in the same work, Trotsky 
ohserved that sudden changes in the 
world situation always produce disorien
tation and confusion in the revolutionary 
party, especially within the leadership 
layers. The period from 19R9 to 1992 
marked the most profound change in this 
century since the Octoher Revolution of 
19 I 7 hurst upon the world's stage. All 
the hureaucratically deformed workers 
states in East Europe and the degener
ated workers state of the Soviet Union 
itself were destroyed hy counterrevolu
tion and the restoration of capitalism. 

to the Soviet Union. In other words, the 
capitalist rulers recognized that they 
needed to cut into their own profits and 
provide the working class with some min
imal social "safety net" lest a new Octo
her Revolution be brought to their doors. 

Italy, with its very combative prole
tariat and what was the largest Communist 
party in West Europe, is a good example 
hoth of how such reforms were granted 
and thc present capitalist moves to de
stroy them. Or for a graphic "before" and 

Mandela's hourgeois-nationalist ANC in 
the 1994 South African elections, they 
demonstrated anew their political rotten
ness. We Trotskyists stand for permanent 
revolution, the understanding that the 
fundamental tasks associated with the 
bourgeois revolutions of· the I Xth and 
19th centuries· -genuine national inde
pendence, breaking the power of the feu
dal aristocracy in the countryside, ctc.
cannot be achieved in the colonial and 
semicolonial world short of proletarian 

All organizations and tendencies which 
claim adherence to Marxism have heen 
struck with cataclysmic force by the col
lapse of the Soviet Union. The loss of 
the first workers state, however deformed 
and attenuated it was by decades of Sta
linist misrule, has brou!!ht about a period 
marked by sharpenin!! interilllperialist 
rivalries, nationalist revanchism, and the 
intensification of the rate of exploitation 
and the special oppression of women and 
minorities (particularly hlack people in 
the U.S., immigrants in Europe and dark· 
skinned peoples in the areas of the former 
Sov iet {j nion). Capital ist counterrevol u·· 
tion has reduced the working pcople of 
the fonner Soviet Union and East Europe 
to abject poverty, while inflaming mur
derous national and ethnic hatreds. And 
in the West, the precedent-setting attacks 
against the working class which were car
ried out more than a decade ago in the 
United States and Britain by the likes of 
Ronald Reagan and former Conservative 
prime minister Margaret Thatcher arc 
now being extended throughout Europe. 

Spartacist League forum in New York City, August 1. 

In responsc to this onslaught there have 
also heen and will continue to be huge, 
raw d('/<'IISil'(' battles by the working class 
to hold on to its present positions and its 
gains from previous decades. Many o"f 
these gains were wrested not coinciden
tally in a period when the Soviet Union 
still existed. The social services which 
constitute the so-calkd "welfare state" 
currently under attack represented a kind 
of "trihute" that the capitalist class paid 

"aftcr" picture which exposes the utter 
hypocrisy of the imperialists, look at 
West Bcrlin hefore the collapse of the 
Berlin Wall and what exists now. West 
Berlin was maintained-at great cost-·-as 
a showcase, a chimera, a fraud to lure 
workers from the East. Well. the wall is 
down, the OOR (East German) deformed 
workers state is gone, and life in I1'(,S( 

Berlin is deteriorating for the workers 
because the capitalist rulers perceive no 
opposition to their unbridled greed. 

While the hourgeoisie everywhere 
trumpets the "death of communism," its 
ideological impact varies from country to 
country. In the former colonial world, it 
is muted by the naked exploitation of 
"democratic" imperialism. In such coun
tries as South Africa, Brazil. South 
Korea, possibly Indonesia, with their 
militant and restless proletariats, there 
are opportunities today to plant a Bol
shevik standard. When the hulk of the 
fake Trotskyists gave support to Nelson 

Sparta kist 
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revolution. Furthermore, the survival and 
consolidation of socialist revolution in 
the economically backward countries 
requires its extension to the advanced 
capitalist powers. 

As the imperialist powers today seek a 
new carve-up of the world, threatening a 
new world war while ever more viciously 
plundering the colonial and semicolonial 
countries, the national question-the 
question of the right of national self
determination-assumes a heightened 
importance for Marxists. Our decision to 
call for the independence of Quebec, a 
correction of the earlier line of our Cana
dian section of the International Commu
nist League, was also a critical step 
toward dealing correctly with the national 
question elsewhere. 

Bourgeois Reaction and 
the Communist Vanguard 

Bourgeois ideologues today exalt the 
capitalist "free market," private prop-
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erty in the means of production, and espe
cially the hourgeois state power as "nat
ural" and il1l'iolahl('. And it's not just the 
right wing that pushes this reactionary 
consciousness. The fonner mass refor
mist parties explicitly reject even the 
window-dressing of socialist verbiage as 
they make their bid to govern capitalist 
societies. In Britain, Labour Party prime
minister-in-waiting Tony Blair seeks to 
break the historic ties between Labour 
and the trade unions, while in Italy, an 
"Olive Tree" coalition government domi
nated by ex-Communists fronts for Wall 
Street and the Vatican. 

It is not surprising then that in this con
text even the most comhative workers 
who are leading battles in defense of their 
class interests are skeptical of parties 
claiming to represent the Marxist tra
dition. This has led to a recurrence of 
syndicalism, while among the most alien
ated and radical youth an anti-Marxist, 
"green"-tinged "anarchism" is popular. 

What we of the International Commu
nist League arc for is a new October 
Revolutioll. The instrument to achieve 
this is a revolutionary-internationalist, 
democratic-centralist vanguard party. 
So we are engaged in a hallie for this: 
programmatically, theoretically and, to 
the modest dcgree that our tiny forces 
have the opportunity, to connect with 
working-class struggle and to dcmon
strate our program in practice before the 
Illasses. 

In the "Perspectives and lilsks Mem
orandum" adopted in January by the 
ICL's International Executive Committee 
(lEC), we note that "a reactionary period 
such as this will test the ICL in ways 
described by Trotsky in his 1937 article, 
'Stalinism and Bolshevism'." Trotsky 
explained that "Reactionary epochs like 
ours not only disintegrate and weaken the 
working class and its vanguard but also 
lower the general ideological level of the 
movement and throw political thinking 
back to stages long since passed through." 
From 1923 on, the Trotskyist Left Oppo
sition fought to uphold the principles of 
Bolshevism against Stalinist degenera
tion. Following lIitler's rise to power in 
1933, unchallenged by the Germ,in Com
munist Party, Trotsky called for a new, 
Fourth Intcrnational. When the Fourth 
International was formed in 193X, it was 
clear that the (Third) Communist Interna
tional had decisively passed over to 
reformism. 

When Trotsky referred to a '·reac
tionary epoch," he did not mean that 
class struggle had ceased. Indeed, in the 
1930s, the question of revolution and 
counterrevolution had been posed sharply 
in Germany, while France went through 
a prerevolutionary pcriod and the Span
ish Civil War precipitated a period of 
dual power between revolutionary work
ers and pro-capitalist forces within the 
"Loyalist" regions, especially Catalonia. 
Trotsky was referring to the subjective 
factor-the question of revolutionary 
consciousness. Ilundreds of thousands of 
workers retained thcir enthusiasm for the 
October Revolution; yet for the most part 
these workers identified the Russian 
Revolution with the Stalinized Commu

,nist parties. In 1923-24, Stalin had 
usurped political power in the Soviet 
Union; by 1937, you had the Moscow 
frame-up trials and tens of thousands of 
Old Bolsheviks were being executed. 
The Communist International had been 
destroyed as a revolutionary instrument, 
and the Stalinists were then helping to 
strangle proletarian revolution in Spain. 

In that situation, many' ex-Communists 
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Class struggle in West Europe: Italian workers In Milano protest against unemployment, October 1993 (left); students join French miners In Paris march during 
December 1995 strike wave. 

and even former partisans of Trotsky's 
Left Opposition were renouncing Lenin
ism, claiming that it was the source and 
inspiration of Stalinism. In reply, Trotsky 
reaffirmed the validity of Bolshevism 
against both the Stalinist usurpers and 
those who openly proclaimed their 
desertion of Leninism. He emphasized: 
"In these conditions, the task of the van
guard is above all not to let itself be car
ried along by the backward tlow: it must 
swim against the current." 

Centrists in the 
Popular-Front Swamp 

Today even most subjective leftists 
view as rather esoteric the idea that a 
proletarian revolution, like that success
fully pursued by Lenin's Bolshevik Party 
in Russia in I'! 17. is the key to the liber
ation of mankind. Buying into the so
called "death of communism," the left in 
general is rapidly repudiating even any 
pretense to Leninism. seeking to merge 
into larger reformist formations together 
with social democrats and ex-Stalinists. 
This process is quite evident in Europe. 
In France. fake-Trotskyist leader Alain 
Krivine shares a platform with leaders of 
the Communist Party and the petty
bourgeois Greens. jockeying to work out 
slates for the next parliamentary elec
tions. In Italy, the fake Trotskyists have 
jumped into Rifondazione Comunista 
(RC). an offshoot of the old Italian CPo 
the bulk of which has now become the 
openly social-democratic PDS. 

Trotsky noted that the reformist Stalin
ist parties in the West embodied a dual 
loyalty, to the Kremlin and to their own 
bourgeoisie-a dual loyalty that would 
ultimately be resolved by renouncing 
any ties to the Soviet Union. This pro
cess was well underway by the second 
Cold War period in the I '!ROs, where it 
was dubbed "Eurocommunism." Follow
ing the collapse of the Soviet Union, for
mer Stalinists throughout the West have 
become simply another version of social 
democracy. Meanwhile fake-Trotskyist 
centrist formations-tendencies which 
are "revolutionary in words and reformist 
in deeds"-openly embrace the social 
democrats. Ten years ago. centrist groups 
like the late Ernest Mandel's United Sec
retariat (USee) were howling in chorus 
with the pro-imperialist wolves against 
the Soviet Union. But today, leading Ital
ian USec spokesman Livio Maitan and 
sometime USec "oppositionist" Franco 
Grisolia can rub shoulders with the for
mer "hardline" pro-Kremlin Stalinists 
who run Rifondal.ione Comunista. the 
main left prop of the popular-front bour
geois government in Italy. 

In Italy. there was a wave of militant 
~trike action against austerity measures 
dictated by the European Union's Maas
tricht agreement. This culminated in a 
one-day general strike in Octo~er 1<)<)4. 
in which 25 million people participated. 
The huge strike wave was cynically 
manipulated by the reformists for their 
popular-frontist ambitions. to bring down 
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the right-wing Beriusconi government in 
order to obtain their own ministerial port
folios. When the trade-union bureaucrats 
called a one-day general strike. their 
centrist tai Is demanded a two-day strike 
or even an "unlimited general strike." In 
glorifying economist militancy. the fake 
left was really tailing the rcformists. Thus 
they all called for a vote to the popular 
front. Grisolia, an editor of the opposi
tional journal Proposta within Rifon
dazione and at least at one time associ
ated with the "International Trotskyist 
Opposition" of the USee, called for votes 
to aI/ candidates of the popular front in 
the March 1994 election, including the 
openly bourgeois politicians. More re
cently, Grisolia took a position to the 
right of the initial stance of the RC lead
ers, arguing to support the previous capi
talist government of Prime Minister Dini 
against a motion of no confidence. 

The same thing was true in the French 
strikes that broke out in December of last 
year. There was much rhetoric about 
"May 1'!6X" coming from fake Trotsky
ists who occupied not uninfluential posts 
in the trade-union bureaucracies which 
ultimately suppressed the workers' mili
tancy. In every way, there were more "if 
krl'l1cl's here with I '!6R than similarities. 
This strike wave did not occur in the 
midst of revolutionary overturns in the 
former colonial world like Vietnam. 
which gripped the imagination and sup
port of youth and the oppressed across 
the imperialist centers. In part what was 
significant about the recent strike wave 
in France was that it occurred in the 
midst of such ~a reactionary period. It was 
the first proletarial1 blast of oppnsition 
to the New World Disorder-of course. 

. we had already seen the peasant insur
gency in Chiapas, Mexico and the Los 
Angeles upheaval following the acquittal 
of the racist cops who beat Rodney King. 

What is necessary is a Bolshevik party 
that can transcend the false division 
betwecn parliamentary class collabora
tion and apolitical militancy or syndical
ism. As we note in the IEC memorandum: 

"Even as small. fighting propaganda 
groups. the sections of the ICL embody 
the revolutionary program. It is our role 
to intervene with that program, /0 I'r(}~ 
\'ide fl'\'o/wiollary leadership. Particu~ 
larly in a period characterized hy defen· 
sive struggles against hourgeois att:u:ks. 
and by understundahle skepticism in the 
working class ahout partics and Marx
ism, it is vital to struggle for a program 
of transitional demand, that Io"ds the 
proletariat ineluctably to one conclusion: 
the necessity for sm:iali~t revolution. The 
party is the instrumentality to win worlv 
crs to this consciollsness. Ceding the 
!!,found to alien class forces through 
lx:onomist ii4uidatiol1 of thc party 411cs
lion Of tailing of other current~. or COIl
vcrsely adopting 41- posture of sterile 
ahstentionism or ahstract propagandislll. 
is 10 renounce our reason for cxish:ncc." 

In his famous work Wlwi Is 'Ii! Hi' 
Do//i'. Bolshevik leader Y. I. Lenin foughl 
against glorification of trade-union mili· 
tancy. Socialist consciousness does not 
arise spontancously from trade-union 

struggle but has to he brought to the 
working class by a revolution,lry party. 
Lenin argued for and huilt a party that 
was a genuine "tribune of the people." 
seeking to mobilize the proletariat against 
all forms of oppression-racial. national. 
sexual. That kind of party is absolutely 
counterposed to participation in or sup
port for a bourgeois popular-front gov
crnment. This stands in sharp contrast to 
how our centrist opponents act. In Italy, 
for example, the centrists are embedded 
in RC, which lends its support to the cur
rent prime minister. Prodi. a well-known 
opponent of abortion rights. Meanwhile. 
Rifondazione holds joint meetings with 
scum like the chauvinist Northern 
League. which terrorizes immigrants. 

The Fight for 
Programmatic Clarity 

Of course. our small revolutionary 
international is hardly immune to the 
disintegrative prcssures of this period of 
post-Soviet reaction. Political lights have 
been necessary in our Italian and French 
sections. among others. The former edi
tor of our Italian journal. Sparlaco. who 
rhapsodized over the "unlimited general 
strike." took his liljuidationist politics to 
their logical conclusion and joined RC. 
Unlike our opponents on the left. who 
either remain silcnt. lie or present sani
tized versions of their organizations. we 
strive to be candid in assessing the tasks 
and difficulties facing us. This is not 
because we have an inflated sense of 

self-importance. but a recognition that 
the state of the revolutionary vanguard is 
in itself a critical question for the work
ers movement. 

A Leninist party is a vanguard party
it is not a "party of the whole class." like 
the British Labour Party. in which the 
more advanced workers are swamped hy 
the more backward oncs. A Leninist 
party strives to recruit into its ranks the 
most advanced workers and mcmhers of 
the revolutionary intelligentsia. "[() do so 
it must politically expose the pretensions 
of other tendencies in the workers move
ment, particularly the centrists. That is 
why we have a polemical press. The 
overwhelming preponderance of Lenin's 
Col/cclcd Works consists not of descrip
tions of how the working masses are 
oppressed, but of polemical articles that 
sharply delineate the Bolshevik vanguard 
from Menshevism and centrism. This 
polemical approach toward external 
political opponents goes hand in hand 
with keeping one's house in order intcr
nally. This is true not least of all because 
soft spots within the revolutionary party 
inevitahly show up. in more magnified 
form. as the program of our competitors. 

What was particularly sharply posed 
during Cold War II was the need to stand 
for unconditional defense of the degener
ated and deformed workers states against 
imperialist attack and internal counter
revolution, while calling for proletarian 
political revolution to oust the parasitic 
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Interview with Union Summer Activist 

Is 

Union Summer activists protest a non-union hotel in Los Angeles. 

The enthusiastic response on collq~e 
campuses to the AFL-CIO's "Union Sum
mer" program probably surprised no one 
so much as the union hureaucrats theJll
selves. Over 3.000 young people applied 
for 1.000 slots, and program organizers 
scramhled to add extra places. In the end, 
some 1.200 young people-52 percent 
of them minorities, 54 percent women. 
42 percent from union families-were 
organized into 41 separate "waves." or 
groups. Participants were given a place to 
sleep and $210 a week during three-week 
stints working as adjuncts to local AFL
CIO unions in 22 different cities across 
the country. 

The increasing gap between the osten
tatious wealth of the ruling class and the 
impoverishment of a widening pool of 
those at the bottom of this society has led 
to a renewed popularity of the Uliion 
movement. A recent Nl'lI'slI'cl'k (X July) 
poll shows that 6X percent of young 
people in the U.S. view the unions 
positivciy: this spring. camplls workers 

strikes at Yale and Barnard won consider
able student support. The ex istence of a 
layer of young people eager to associate 
themselves with the working class is, 
for Marxists, an important development. 
While the motivations of the Union 
Summer youth we encountered varied 
widely--from those who saw union work 
as social work. seeking to aid poorly paid 
workers viewed as less fortunate than 
themselves, to those looking for opportu
nities for civil disohedience and "direct 
action" against racism and injustice
almost all saw the lahor movement as a 
vehicle in the struggle for a better society. 
The program was pitched in a way that 
appealed to this sentiment. as explained 
to the Nalillll (12 August) hy AFL-CIO 
Union Summer coordinator Andy Levin: 
"Put simply, we want to inject a massive 
dose of class consciousness into youth 
politics .... Our message is that labor is 
where it's at in the fight for soci.1I justice 
in the nineties." 

But for the "new" AFt-Cia leader-

Young Spartacus 
Spartacus Youth Clubs fight to win students to the cause of the working 
class. 
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ship under John Sweeney, "social jus
tin:" is just rhetoric, a useful cover in 
which to package the real content of 
their program, which is the same as that 
of the old AFL-CIO: support to the sta
tus quo and pressuring the capitalist 
Democratic Party. The Union Summer 
program was consciously modeled on the 
electoralist strategy and civil disohedi
ence tactics of the liheral-led civil rights 
movement of the 1950s and '60s, based 
on the premise that workers' rights will 
be won through government action, not 
through class struggle. 

Even a serious effort to organize the 
mass of unorganized industrial workers 
in the heavily hlack South would pit the 
lahor movement directly against the cap
italist state-the courts and the cops-as 
well as the racist terrorists of the KKK. 
Far from heing a neutral arhiter in the 
struggle hetween labor and capital, the 
state defends the private property and 
rule of the capitalist class. America's 
rulers foster racial divisions in order to 
hide the class divide fundamental to cap
italist society. It is in the interests of the 
whole working class to wage a frontal 
as.sault on the pervasive oppression of 
hlacks in the U.S. The leadership the 
working class desperately needs is a 
party which recognizes the bosses' gov
ernment as the class enemy and champi
ons the cause of black liberation· as part 
of a revolutionary struggle to eliminate 
the capitalist system. 

The unions in this country were built 
in oppositio/l to the hosses' government. 
But today all the militant tactics used in 
organizing the unions-from mass pick
ets and sit-down strikes to "secondary 
strikes" against the suppliers and trans
porters of struck titcilities-are shunned 
by the lahor tops hecause they arc "ille
gal." So Sweeney & Co. prate that strikes 
arc "outmoded," that consumer boycotts' 
and impotent campaigns to expose corpo
rate greed arc the only possihle tactics in 
labor's arsenal. Most Union Summ"cr 
youth never even got ncar a union organ
izing drive. Rather, they were mohilized 

in endless public relations gimmicks 
where they were on show as the supposed 
"new blood" which Sweeney promised to 
bring to the lahor movement. 

We puhlish below an interview with 
Momoko. who worked in the Union 
Summer program in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Particularly telling is her 
account of how Union Summer partici
pants went to the picket lines of striking 
SEIU janitors only on their own initia
tive. The one time they were otTicially 
dispatched to the lines was ... to hand out 
leaflets telling workers who were honor
ing the janitors' pickets to "go back to 
work." So "raising class consciousness" 
AFL-CIO style turns out to be mohiliz
ing youth to act as scahherders for the 
capitalists. That used to he the job of the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce! There 
can be no effective union movement or 
labor solidarity without recognition of 
the fundamental principle that picket 
lines meml don't cross! Young Spar/aeus 
supporters showed Momoko [,a/u)I" s 

Tumillg Point, a film about the 1934 
Minneapolis Teamster strikes, which 
were led hy Trotskyists, to illustrate both 
what the picket line has meant histori
cally and the crucial need for revolution
ary leadership in the labor movement. 

No doubt the experience of Union 
Summer participants varied a bit across 
the country. YoulIg SP<I/"t<l("//s would like 
to hear from other Union Summer 
activists ahout their work in the program 
and the lessons they've drawn from it. 
There is a great leap involved in moving 
from simply identifying with the work
ing class as one of the victimized sec
tions of the population to seeing it as the 
key agency for revolutionary social 
change. The proletariat has the social 
power to bring an end to this entire sys
te111 of exploitation and oppression, 
wherein the many are forced to toil for 
the tiny minority who own industry. In 
freeing itself. the working class will nec
essarily liberate all sections of society 
from the 111anifold f~lrms of oppression 

cOl1til1ued ol1p<lge [0 
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I Revolutionary Internationalism in Action I 

leL Protests Bombing of Iraq 
As soon as thl: Intcrnational Com

Illunist Leaf!L1l' 's Japanese comrades re
ported that Alllerican 8-:12 hom hers had 
left (iuam for Iraq-hours hd'ore the 
II.S. media announced the imperialist 
attad the leL ,wung into action from 
Tokyo to Toronto and from Berlin to 
Berkeley. Thl" Spartaci,t Ixagul·/lI.S. 
immediately i"lll'd a protl',t Icalkt. On 
Septl'mherl. the day of ('I inton', terror
honlhing, SpartanlS Youth Cluh IIIl'nl
h ... 'r:-, ill New Yurl... ('ity or~alli/l'd a ~oap 
box protest rally at Ilulller College. Our 
comrades ill till' German .Ju1-!cnd Sparta
ki.,ten (Spartaki,t Youth) built a rally at 
Humholdt lJniver,ity in Berlin. while 
our Canadian comrades demonstrated at 
the liniversity of British Columhia in 
Vancouver. The next day, the Juvcntud 
Espartaquista rallied at the huge IINAM 
university campus in ML'xico City. 

t~MN Willi 
I If! 

In addition to Illounting our own 
protests. the Spartacus Youth Cluhs also 
mohili/ed contingents for. and had 
speakers at, delllonstrations organi/ed hy 
the rci"ortniq Workers World Party in 
New York City and San f'rancisco on 
September .1. Our call that "Saddarn 
Hussein should be dealt with hy his own 
\vorkin!! pcople for his crimc,> againsl 
them" drew applause from the many 
Ncar Eastern protesters. And our insis
tenLT that "the main enemy is at home: 

FORA 
SOCIAliST 
REPUBLIC 
OF UNITED 
~D'5TAN! 
~tnA'IST/ 
I~ 

US, 
IMPERIALISM: 

t I~WI RINI'l! 
: Ff'mAI«,() 

\~ 112!V, I 

~"",,,,,,,~w-

K\LL ' 
\R~~S A~O t_ 
KURt6 1\5 ~ 

HANDS CFF 
IRAQ! 

i ,."t". ,r::;.l\,( L" 'mm~ stUNT! '" J 

~/sr/ 
INTERHA lbIA L 

Spartacist League, 
Spartacus Youth 
Clubs protest 
Imperialist attack 
on Iraq (clockwise 
from left): 

r)M1"\UN /:',1 II N,' !i 

U.S. imperialism" sharply countcrposed 
our revolutionary opposition to imperial
ist war to the fake leftists who seek to 
pressure liheral illlpnialist "doves." One 
person who attended the San Francisco 
protest with the SYC noted the pathetic 
idiocy of the reformists' hleat, "Money 
for johs, not for war" when the same 
government that· homhed Ira4 just gutted 
the welfare system here, condelllning 
millions to death in this country. 

Our international protests wcre not 
cheap-talk "anti-Alllericanism" hut true 
examples of Leninist illfl'l"IIlJliOlllJlisfil. 

Many sections of the ICL outside the 
U.S. issucd thcir own leaflets, which in 
addition to condemning the U.S. assault 
on Iraq took aim at their own ruling 
classes and the reformist misleaders who 
tic the oppressed to their exploiters. Our 
comrades of the Ligue Trotskyste de 
France (LTF) carried placards protesting 
the bomhing at a demonstration in Paris 
in defense of African refugees fighting 

CllntonJDole uco;ldollO arabl I curdl 
come campagna aletlonllel 

Macellai imperialisti 
gill Ie mani dall'lrak! 

C~i LeKtlf 

deportation. Drawing the connection 
hetween the crimcs of U.S. imperialism 
and those of the French hourgeoisie, the 
LTF leaflet headlined, "Cops Attack 
Africans in Paris, U.S. Imperialism 
Attacks Iraq-·-Oown with the Racist 
New World f)isorder!" 

Our German comrades of the Sparta
kist Workers Party (SpAO) exposed the 
hypocrisy of the Social Democratic 
Party's condemnation of "superpower 
USA." These' reformist spokesmen for 
German imperialislll, who arc in a de 
facto coalition with the right-wing Kohl 
,government, are simply reflecting the 
heightened rivalries hetween these two 
imperialist powers sinc.e the collapse of 

Imperialists kill Arabs and Kurds as alactlon stunt 

US, British imperialist 
butchers hands off Iraq! 
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San Francisco; 
MIT campus 
in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts; 
University of 
Maryland; 
New York's 
Times Square, 

the Soviet lJnion. lierl11any is today the 
largest arms exporter to Turkey, which is 
carrying out a hloody war of terror 
against the Kurdish Workers Party (PK K) 
and the Kurdish people, while the Ger
man government viciously oppresses the 
large Turkish and Kurdish minority in its 
country. The SpAO's leaflet demands, 
"Down with the han on the PKK and all 
Kurdish groups! Full citizenship rights 
for all those who have made it here!" 

In Milano, the Lega Trotskista d'ltalia 
(LTd'l) exposed the reformist Rifon
dazione COlllunista (RC). Our Italian 
comrades' leaflet denounced RC for 
dl:ll1anding imperialist sanctioll' against 
Iraq in 1'1'1 I as an "alternative" to homhs. 
In fact, the imperialists did impose a 
starvation boycott on Iraq, which has 
killed some flOO,OOO Iraqi children. The 
LTd'l leaflet proclaimed that "hlood is Oil 

the hands of those who supported sanc-
,tions.'" An ITd'l speaker at a Septemher 

6 prote,t outside thl: II.S. consulate drew 
the class line against the capitalist "Olive 
Tree" popular-front government support
ed hy RC, callin!! on the working class 
to "Break with the Olive Tree/Rifon
da/ione! For a revolutionary workers 
partyl" 

The Spartacist League/Britain exposed 
the ever more tattered pretensions of the 
Lahour Party to represent the interests of 
working people. In a leaflet distrihuted at 
a protest initiated hy a Kurdi,h group 
in London, our comrades noted, "The 
Lahour Party leadership gave its whole
hearted support to this murderous war; 
the so-called left of the Lahour Party like 
'I(my 8enn and the pacifists of (,ND sup
ported a policy of starving Iraq through 
UN sanctions." The statement denounccd 
British imperialism's hypocritical talk of 
"humanitarian aid," explaining that it 
means "mass terror against oppressed 

0. 

Catholics on the streets of Northern Ire
land," "scores of deaths of hlack peopic 
in police custody" in Britain and "hrutal 
incarceration and deportation of rcl"ugees 
and asylum seekers." 

The comrades of the Spartacist 
(,roup/Japan issued a leaflet noting that 
it was the Japancse rulers who hank
rolled the 1'191 imperialist war against 
Iraq, when for the first time since World 
War II the Japanese army was sent over
seas. Calling for revolutionary struggle 
against the Japanese and U.S. capitalist 
rulers, their leaflet ,tatl:d: "Japan is not a 
colony of thc U.S. hut the second-largest 
imperialist power in the world, with its 
own appctitcs~to once again ellslave 
and exploit the workers and toilers of 
Asia." U.S. warships hased in Japan were 
deployed for the latest cruise missile 
attack. Our comrades explained, "What 
is needed arc strikes hy the Japanese pro
letariat working on the hases, similar to 
those that occurred in Okinawa during 
the Vietnam War in I '!71 which pre
Willed U.S. ships and planes from leav
ing the hase for 24 hours. lJ.S. military 
out of Japan!" 

Here in the helly of the heast, the 
SL/U.S. called for mass protest against 
the main ellemy of the international pro
letariat, U.S. imperialism. We reprint the 
Septemher:l SL leaflet helow. 

:!, * 
In the early hours of this morning, the 

United States launched a terrorist cruise 
missile attack on Iraq ordered hy the 
Clinton White House. We say: U.S . 
impcl'ialism-hands otT Iraq! U.S. and all 
imperialist forces out of the Persian Gulf! 
This latest attack on Iraq is a cynical 
attempt hy the Clinton White House to 
hoost the Democrats' electoral fortunes in 
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Union 
Summer ... 
(continued from page 8) 

rooted in class divisions. But the working 
class will only use its power !f it is made 
conscious of its position in society and 
its historic mission. It is the job of Marx
ists to bring this consciousness to the 
working class-to fuse our scientific 
understanding of society with the social 
power of the proletariat. 

The AFL-CIO labor bureaucracy, today 
as before, was aptly described by Daniel 
DeLeon, one of America's early Marxists, 
as "labor lieutenants of the capitalist 
class." It has been bought off, essentially 
hired to defend the interests of the bour
geoisie within the labor movement. To 
many Union Summer activists, the hold 
of this bureaucratic layer on the working 
class must seem like a death grip. But 
this appearance is deceptive. There is 
great disaffection building up at the base 
of American society. The power wielded 
by these venal careerists is not based 
on any earned authority; it could easily 
be shattered with the next eruption of 
class struggle. The task of Marxists is to 
fight within the working class and among 
all layers of the opp'ressed to build the 
integrated revolutionary workers party 
necessary to revitalize the labor move
ment and lead its future struggles to vic
tory. Revolutionary student youth can 
play an important role on the campuses 
by organizing Spartacus Youth Clubs, 
which seek to be the student/youth auxil
iary to a class-struggle opposition within 
the labor movement. We look forward to 
winning Union Summer activists to this 
perspective. 

Labor must be mobilized in defense of all the oppressed: trade unionists march in August 1995 Philadelphia 
demonstration for death row political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal. 

* * * 
Young Spartacus: What made you take 
an interest in labor struggles and join the 
Union Summer program? 
Momoko: First of all, I've always been 
aware that the working class has always 
been exploited, and 1 never equated the 
pro-capitalist view of the bureaucrats 
with the actual views of workers them
selves. I was aware that there has to be 
economic justice for justice to exist in all 
areas. My interests were heading in the 
direction of labor history as a history 
major, but 1 had never had any interac
tions with rank-and-file union members 
and that's what I wanted to find out about. 

When the AFL-CIO sent recruiters to 
our campus, they showed Salt (~f the 
Earth [a movie about striking miners in 
New Mexico) and then after that there 
was a short question-and-answer session 
and applications were handed out. I. was 
excited because the organizer who spoke 
to us was young and Latina. She defied 
the stereotype of the union organizer, you 
know, wearing the Democrats' T-shirt or 
a cap that says "Made in America." She 
mentioned that her favorite book was 
[Frantz Fanon 's] The Wretched of the 
Earth. She completely related to our frus
trations as college students of only learn
ing theory and not being able to apply any 
of it: 

YSp: Where we warned that the AFL
CIO's "new voice" shares the same pro
capitalist program and aversion to class 
struggle as the old Cold War bureaucrats 
who preceded them, much of the left has 
embraced Sweeney's claims that con
sumer boycotts and civil disobedience 
will revitalize the labor-movement. Were 
you expecting Sweeney's election as 
president of the AFL-CIO to make a 
change? 
Momoko: No. A labor organizer came to 
give us a talk and introduce us to the labor 
movement. It had nothing to do with the 
Union Summer recruitment program, but 
she voiced a lot of hope for the labor 
movement because Sweeney had just 
been elected along with [United Mine 
Workers chief] Trumka and [AFSCME 
leader] Linda Chavez-Thompson. But I 
had read either in Workers Vanguard or Z 
Magazine about Sweeney, the fact that he 
was tied to the CIA and that this was just 
another old AFL-CIO bureaucrat. There 
was just not much of a difference except 
in what he was saying in order to appeal 
to the people, but really with the same 
program. 
YSp: When you joined Union Summer, 
what were you expecting your activity to 
be? 

Momoko: At first 1 was definitely 
expecting a longer orientation which 
included the history of the AFL-CIO. We 
were given a lot of reading material, but 
it was mostly material about the positive 
side of the AFL-CIO. It was interesting 
because some of it touched on the general 
strikes that happened in the '30s and how 
victorious the unions were. But there was 
no mention of how much the unions have 
changed since then and how their strate
gies have become very limiting and very 
appeasing of the capitalists. I guess I was 
naive to expect that the Central Labor 
Council would actually admit to their 
weaknesses and their kiss-butt attitude 
toward the capitalists and that we needed 
a change. But 'when I arrived there, you 
know, I saw that the people who were 
going to be working with us, the site 
coordinators, were in their 20s, so I guess 
for some reason I expected that they 
would have very leftist views. And I was' 
to find out later that they were very much 
tied to the Democrats; they're proponents 
of electoral politics. That was very disap-

Capitalist chief Clinton at AFSCME convention in June. Labor tops tie 
workers to racist Democrats, push chauvinist protectionist poison. 
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pomtmg. I expect that the AFL-CIO 
Organizing Institute is graduating all 
these young, supposed leftists to fight for 
the labor movement while believing in 
Clinton.as the labor proponent. 

YSp: Were you expecting that you would 
be assigned to help with a union organiz
ing drive? 

Momoko: I was expecting to be intro
duced to organizing and how that's done, 
although I was really nervous because 
I've never been a laborer myself. But it 
turned out that none of' us were called 
out to organize people. I thought that at 
least we would be able to interact with 
workers and talk to them and ask them 
questions about how they feel about the 
union and what it's doing for them, what 
it's not doing for them. But it turned out 
that we were just showpieces for the 
AFL-CIO. We'd wear our Union Sum
mer T-shirts and we'd help organize 
these ridiculous rallies, but it didn't do 
much but maybe vent some frustrations 
for workers and maybe appease workers 
who probably want a lot more done for 
them and their struggles. And so basi
cally the only people I met that have to 
do with the unions were the leaders. 

YSp: What was your main assignment? 

Momoko: My main assignment was 
organizing one rally that was called 
"America Needs a Raise." We would 
drive out to various locations and solicit 
people on the street to come to this rally. 
We told them they'd be able to voice their 
frustrations and their opinions on issues 
that affect the common worker, specifi
cally raising the minimum wage, but also 
other issues like health care and stability 
and different things. It was supposed to 
be a town hall meeting but it really 
wasn't because the speakers had been 
hand-picked way before the day. Linda 
Chavez-Thompson was there. Two people 
who hadn't been chosen to speak-one 
was a guy who was really ecstatic about 
the forming of a new labor party-were 
told to shut up because they supposedly 
had "politically biased opinions" that 
shouldn't have been expressed. This was 
pretty ridiculous because outside of the 
town hall meeting there were people 
holding signs that said, "My president 
cares about me" and "Vote Democrat in 
'96." I was outside ushering people in. I 

was actually told not to let anyone with 
"those crazy newspapers" come in, mean
ing Workers Vanguard and another group. 

YSp: During your three weeks in the 
Union Summer program, the janitors in 
SEIU Local 1877 were on strike around 
the Bay Area. These largely minority 
workers, many of them immigrants, were 
fighting to bring their wages up to the 
federal poverty level and to have health 
care coverage for their families. Our 
comrades and supporters joined the 
picket lines daily yet we never ran across 
any people from Union Summer. 

Momoko: Actually, a few of us did go 
out on the picket lines. There was one 
guy, who's at the Organizing Institute 
now, who suggested a day off for the 
picketing janitors because it was Father's 
Day and they should be with their fami
lies. So he organized a bunch of us to go' 
and picket for them instead. 

YSp: The janitors faced a difficult strug
gle, especially given their dispersal 
among many different buildings. They 
really needed the stationary engineers, 
Teamsters and garbage drivers to honor 
their strike. But the Central Labor Coun
cils did nothing to get these unions to 
shut down the buildings. We have 
insisted that picket lines mean that no 
one and nothing must go through. 
Momoko: A few days before a rally for 
striking Safeway workers, a few of us 
Union Summer people were called out to 
help the Justice for Janitors program. We 
went to some place in San Jose where 
some workers didn't show up for work 
one day because of the strike. 

YSp: They were honoring the janitors' 
picket lines? . 

Momoko: They were honoring the pick
et lines. But when we arrived there, we 
were given flyers that said "Go back to 
work" and we were instructed to hand 
those out to union members who had 
refused to cross the janitors' line. They 
told us to rush over there in the morning 
and hand out these notices to the work
ers because we "didn't need their help," 
to quote the notice that we were giving 
to them. The notice said we will ask for 
your help when we need it. What the 
workers were doing that was so wrong 
was ,the fact that they hadn't called a 
vote to honor the picket line! And they 
looked really pissed off; they didn't want 
to go in to work. 

YSp: The SEIU bureaucrats insisted on a 
"rolling strike" where the janitors would 
shut down one building for one day and 
then go back to work the next day. Jani
tors in Oakland and San Ramon got fed 
up with this sabotage after two weeks 
and voted to stay out until they had a 
contract. What did you think of the 
SEIU's rolling strike strategy? 

Momoko: I thought that was ridiculous, 
it was obvious that it wasn't hurting the 
companies at all. It was just another con
ciliatory action, voicing anger at the cor
porations but also saying at the same 
time, "We just want a piece of the cake. 
Here, come on, we're not really doing 
anything to aggravate the situation, so 
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maybe you can give us part of a deal." 
The leaders admitted to the fact that one
day strikes weren't really hurting the 
companies because, you know, how 
much trash can accumulate in one day? 

There was actually a Union Summer 
intern in my group whose father was a 
janitor with Local 1877. He was pissed; 
he wanted a general strike, not a puny 
rolling strike. And I remember when our 
group went over to the local hall, right 
before an action at the Great Mall, we 
were given this grand speech by one of 
the leaders about how effective rolling 
strikvs were and how they were replacing 
the old-fashioned and no longer effective 
general strike. The woman whose father 
is a janitor was shaking her head. 

The action at the Great Mall was the 
most aggrcssive action I experienced 
while on Union Summer. We ran through 
the mall with our picket signs, screaming 
at the security guards and handing out 
leaflets to the customers about the jani
tors strike. It was supposed to spread 
awareness of the plight of the janitors. I 
don't think they were on strike against the 
mall. I guess this was supposed to be the 
time 'to vent frustrations for the janitors. 

YSp: The "corporate campaign" has 
become a really common tactic of the 
pro-capitalist labor leadership, where 
strikers' impulse to use mass picketing 
to shut down production is derailed 
into consumer boycotts, letter-writing 
campaigns and picketing shareholders 
meetings to "win" liberal public opinion 
and appeal to "image-conscious" corpo
rations. What do you think it would 
have taken for the janitors to win their 
struggle'! 

Momoko: A general strike: all the other 
union workers that compose the work
force that the janitors are part of should 
have honored the picket lines, not shown 
up for work, and shut the companies 
down for as long as it takes for them to 
grant what the strikers were demanding. 

YSp: Why do you think that didn't 
happen? 

Momoko: The leadership just wants to 
appease the corporations and not cause 
any trouble for t.he unions and tReir repu
tation because they're so tied to the capi
talists and the politicians. 

YSp: In this election year, given that the 
labor leadership is trying to mobilize 
votes for the Democratic Party, you can 
imagine that it would be a big problem 
for them to have that kind of confronta
tion with the capitalists and the Demo
cratic mayors and politicians. As Marx
ists, we see that both the Democrats and 
the Republicans are capitalist parties. 
The welfare bill, which is a direct attack 
on blacks, immigrants and the unionized 
workforce, was passed with bipartisan 
support and signed into law by Clinton. 
A woman in Boston told us she was dis
appointed that her assignment was to 
sign up people to vote. Did any people 
from your group do voter registration? 

WV Photo 
Bay Area janitors' rally in May. Union Summer activists were told to hand out 
"go back to work" leaflets to workers honoring janitors' picket lines. 

Momoko: Towards the end of the pro
gram, I asked one of the site coordinators 
what I could continue to do. in the Bay 
Area for the labor movement, and he 
said, "Oh, you know we're going to have 
voter registration going on. You can defi
nitely help with that." And I thought, if 
that's all you want us to do, that's really 
helping the labor movement! I. and 
another dissenter confronted one of the 
site coordinators about the issue of 
proposing voting as opposed to any 
direct action, and the coordinator just 
kind of blew us off by saying that "You 
guys are college idealists. I was one 
myself. too, you know. You'll soon come 
to see that it just doesn't work to be an 
idealist and this is the best way." What 
was frustrating was that at the beginning 
of the program, I started befriending a 
few people and I really saw them as hav
ing a lot of potential for changing soci
ety. But towards the end of the program a 
lot of people were buying into this whole 
electoral politics system. 

YSp: From what you describe, it sounds 
like the Union Summer leaders were 
pretty consciously looking for people 
they could train to carryon with their 
program. 

Momoko: Definitely. Towards the mid
dle of the first week, I think they con
sciously picked out people who had 
"leadership abilities," people who didn't 
question why we were having this rally 
and what it was for, people who were 
just willing to go out and get as many 
numbers as they could. I and a few other 
people live in the Bay Area; we could 
have easily stayed over to help them. 
They just selected the people who were 
'obviously not questioning the labor lead
ership's ideas and stratt:gies. 

YSp: Some Union Summer people went 
to help the strawberry pickers in Wat
sonville who are fighting for a union. 
Like the janitors, these workers are over-

whelmingly immigrant and are among the 
most 'V'tllnerable and exploited, particu
larly in the atmosphere of Prop. 187 anti
immigrant hysteria and Clinton's racist 
"counter-terrorism" bill. Yet the AFL
CIO has been pushing trade protection
ism, allying itself with American imperi
alism's drive for profits and appealing 
to blatant "yellow peril" racism. You ear
lier mentioned the union bureaucracy's 
"American jobs for American workers" 
flag-waving rhetoric. Can you tell us 
more about that'? 

Momoko: I noticed at the Labor Council 
building different signs that said "Buy 
only American-made products," "Made 
in the USA." Their argument was: sup
port American labor and don't support 
"Them" with a capital T, the "others." 
The site coordinators kept emphasizing 
how international the AFL-CIO is, that 
they support all workers around the 
world. We were shown a film on the 
maquiladoras in Latin America working 
for Gap. But there was just no discussion 
on what the AFL-CIO is or should be 
doing for them. It was only "Boycott 
Gap." 

MARXISM 

One girl, who was probably the biggest 
supporter of the leadership and the 
Democrats, said, "Well, maybe we can 
shut their plants down or something, if we 
got enough people mobilized to boycott 
these products." And then another woman 
spoke out and said, "Wait a minute. If we 
do succeed in closing a store down, we'll 
also be succeeding in faking away jobs 
from people. As awful as their conditions 
are, they depend on what they're doing 
for their livelihood. It isn't just a band-aid 
issue where we can boycott products to 
hurt a small, minuscule sector of the big 
problem." I think what she was trying to 
say was that obviously we have to just 
completely overhaul this system, because 
capitalism is the problem and capitalists 
are the enemy. But she was told to end the 
discussion because it was getting late. 
YSp: What you were starting to discuss is 
what really needs to happen-organizing 
workers on both sides of the border to 
fight their common enemy. Reviving the 
labor movement requires uniting all 
workers in struggle against racial oppres
sion and anti-immigrant chauvinism. 
That's why we raise the demand for full 
citizenship rights for all immigrants. 
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Some Union Summer activists in 
Chicago were able to be part of the 
actiQn on June 29 against the KKK, who 
were trying to recruit for race terror. 

Momoko: I was really excited when I 
read about Union Summer interns going 
to the anti-KKK demonstration. I was 
wondering how they were able to get 
away with that! 

YSp: The Partisan Defense Committee 
and the Spartacist League have mobi
lized workers and minorities in united
front demonstrations supported by key 
unions to stop the fascists when they 

" 

have tried to take their program of race 
terror to the cities. The fascists are the 
shock troops of the ruling class. They 
must be met by the social power of the 
working class to crush them when they 
are still small. But, for example, when 
we organized a labor/black mobilization 
in Springfield, Illinois in January 1994 
against the Klan, the AFL-CIO tops told 
union locals to stay away. Why do you 
think that the AFL-CIO bureaucrats 
don't mobilize the ranks to come out and 
defeat the racists'? 

Momoko: If they don't even want to 
aggressively fight corporations when 
their workers want to strike, there's no 
way they'd want to fight the KKK in the 
interests of their multiracial members 
and all of society. Because they want to 
stay away from any kind of action that 
can cause a lot of tension and aggravate 
the peace that they have with the cops. I 
don'" know if they see the KKK as a 
threat. I definitely didn't see the KKK as 
a threat until recently, until actually 
when we started discussing the action 
against the KKK and what it means to 
have these fascist people in reserve for 
capitalists in the future when they might 
be needed, because I never had any eco
nomic analysis of fascism. I remember 
being afraid in high school when I turned 
on the TV and saw a bunch of skinheads. 
People basically calmed me down and 
said, 'They're just a stupid group out 
there preaching hatred, don't even worry 
about them. We're being protected by 
our cops and our government." 

YSp: The cops and the government 
showed exactly what side they'rc on in 
Chicago when they arrested nine (Jllfi

Klan protesters for successfully defend
ing themselves against the fascists. A 
Union Summer activist was among those 
arrested, and they arc still facing charges. 
You and another woman from your Union 
Summer program wrote a very strong let
ter of solidarity to those who had been 
arrested. 

Momoko: The church burnings were 
heavi Iy reported through the media. 
Even events I ike that weren't discussed 
during the Union Summer program. 

YSp: These are critical issues for Ameri
can labor. The working class cannot win 
any of its struggles if it's div ided along 
race and ethnic and national lines. A lot 
of industry is moving to "open shop" 
states in the South. Last summer, poultry 
workers in Alabama lost a unionization 
effort after white plant supervisors 
burned a cross on company property to 
intimidate the mainly black workers. 
And in defending the capitalist profit 
system, the labor misleaders necessarily 
adapt to the racism of the system. 

Momoko: It's also interesting that there 
were Union Summer programs in the 
South. There was a Southern bus tour, 
and a few of us asked our site coordina
tors what the Southern bus tour was 
going to do. And the site coordinator 
replied that it was going to be a major 
voter registration campaign-and that 
was it! And we had been told that the 
South was the most critical area in the 
country to organize workers because 
that's the most unorganized region, but 
here they were sending Union Summer 
people to go and register people to vote. 
That was a direct message to us that they 
weren't very interested in organizing 
workers and thereby causing trouble. 

YSp: You had expressed earlier that by 
the end of your Union Summer intern
ship you were somewhat discouraged 
about the prospects for labor struggle. 
Can you describe the way you were 
thinking then? 

Momoko: At the rally where Linda 
Chavez-Thompson told those two people 
to shut up, a bunch of people in the back 
rows would cheer and clap their hands; 
they were wearing the "Union Yes" 
shirts, they were obviously union mem
bers. That was really frustrating to me. 

continued on paRe J 5 
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Trotskyism ... 
(continued from page 7) 

Stalinist bureaucracies. We not only 
called for this but we put our money 
where our mouth is. We pushed our 
resources to the limit to intervene in the 
decisive battles where the fate of the 
homeland of the October Revolution was 
fought out. When the Afghan city of 
Jalalabad was besieged by CIA-backed 
mujahedin, the Partisan Defense Com
mittee org~nized. a campaign to provide 
needed assistance. We mobilized our 
forces internationally for an extensive 
intervention into the DDR when the 
Berlin Wall came down; this was fol
lowed by our work in the Soviet Union 
itself. 

We were a hundred times right against 
our fake-left opponents, who claimed 
that the working class would gain by 
supporting capitalist restorationists like 
Yeltsin in Russia or Lech Walesa in 
Poland. But being right doesn't always 
make you rich, at least immediately. As 
Trotsky explained to his followers after 
the crushing of the Chinese Revolution 
of 1925-27, you don't recruit masses in 
the wake of defeats. We didn't gain a lot 
of new adherents in the Reagan years, 
and most of our opponents didn't do us 
the favor of self-destructing. So effective 
polemical struggle against our opponents 
remains an essential task. 

A revolutionary party is not built sim
ply through the process of engaging and 
leading the masses in struggle. A Leninist 
party has two central tasks: to maintain 
the programmatic integrity of the party 
by ceaseless vigilance and internal strug
gle and to struggle always to extend the 
party. The pressure of alien class influ
ences emanating from bourgeois society 
constantly bears down on the vanguard. 
In~vitably some party cadre become 
worn out or demoralized. Challenges to 
the program emanating from within the 
party, as well as external challenges, 
must be combatted politically. As long 
ago as 1888, Friedrich Engels stated: "It 
seems that every workers' party, in a 
great country, can only develop itself 
by internal struggle, and this is based on 
the laws of dialectical development in 
general." 

A Leninist party is built through a 
process of splits and fusions with other 
tendencies. This was true of Lenin's Bol
shevik Party and James P. Cannon's 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP). And it's 
also been our own history. The Revolu
tionary Tendency (RT), forerunner of the 
Spartacist League, originated in the early 
1960s as a revolutionary opposition to the 
SWP majority's capitulation to Castroism 
and black nationalism. The RT itself 
underwent a split with the Healy/Wohl
forth gang. A few years after the 1966 
founding of the SL, there was a spl1t with 
an unprincipled bloc headed by Harry 
Turner and Kay Ellens, the latter now 
with the newspaper Spark. But then a 
couple years later the SL fused with sev-
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Striking municipal workers in Johannesburg, September 1995. Combative 
black proletariat of South Africa needs a Bolshevik party. 

eral New Left and former Maoist group
ings who had come over to Trotskyism, 
the most prominent being the Communist 
Working Collective in 1971. That's all 
within a decade of the founding of the RT. 

Splits and fusions alike can be methods 
of building the party, on the condition that 
both the unification and the split in each 
case is properly motivated. A false unifi
cation can be politically fatal: an example 
was the merger in Spain in 1935 of 
Andres Nin's Left Opposition with the 
Right Opposition group led by Maurin to 
create the Workers Party of Marxist Uni
fication, whose Spanish acronym was the 
POUM, which became the key centrist 
obstacle to proletarian revolution in 
Spain. Likewise, to split when necessary 
is not, as some would have it, a sigri of 
political weakness. No crime can be 
greater than to put off a necessary party 
fight out of fear that it might lead to a 
split. As Cannon, for many years leader 
of revolutionary Trotskyism in the U.S., 
put it during a factional struggle in the 
SWP in the early 1950s: "You can set it 
down as a law for this party fight as for all 
others when great issues are at stake: the 
more resolute, aggressive, and uncom
promising the struggle against the revi
sionist tendency the smaller will be the 
losses, if any, in the long run." 

The counterposition of "mass work" to 
Leninist party building is dead wrong. 
The tasks of a party at any given time 
depend on many factors, including the 
size and capacity of the organization, the 
state of the class struggle, and the rela
tionship of forces within the left. In the 
early 1930s, several years after the Left 
OpP9sition in the U.S. was founded, the 
American Trotskyist movement was 
challenged by a guy named Albert Weis
bordo Weisbord, in point of fact, had 
some credentials as a mass worker; as a 
member of the Communist Party (CP), 
he had led the militant Passaic textile 
strike in 1926. Now Weisbord argued for 
ignoring the CP and jumping directly 

into organizing the masses. This was a 
period in which the unions were mainly 
in retreat, and subjectively revolutionary 
workers were overwhelmingly concen
trated in the CP. The Trotskyists rejected 
Weisbord's advice, and concentrated on 
recruiting .cadre from the CP as the best 
route to the masses. A few years later, 
when the American workers began to 
show some forward motion, it was the 
Trotskyists who led the Minneapolis 
general strike. Weisbord's group under
went several splits and disappeared from 
the scene. 

This does not mean that even small 
propaganda groups cannot lead exem
plary mass struggles. On several occa
sions, we have mobilized significant 
numbers of trade unionists and minorities 
to stop intended marches by fascist scum 
like the KKK and Nazis. Recently, we ini
tiated an anti-Klan mobilization in Chi
cago on very short notice. Undoubtedly 
we would have had more forces if Daley's 
Democratic Party machine hadn't kept 
the Klan rally secret until the last minute. 
But when the Klan marched toward the 
anti-fascist demonstrators, they ran into a 
much bigger force than their own, and 
received a well-deserved trouncing. 

Germany: No Capitulation 
to Stalinism 

For the past year, we have waged a 
sustained political fight internally against 
Jan Norden, longtime editor of Workers 
Vanguard (see "A Shamefaced Defection 
from Trotskyism," WV No. 648, 5 July), 
who was expelled in June along with his 
associate Marjorie Stamberg for willfully 
violating our organizational rules: deny
ing in practice that the party has a 
monopoly over the public political activ
ity of its members. Norden did not 
openly fly his political colors but took 
his differences underground, acting as an 
undeclared factionalist. A long and thor
ough internal political discussion clari
fied the issues among the membership. 

Popular Front leaders, social democrat Leon Blum 
and Stalinist Maurice Thorez, betrayed French 
general strike of 1936. Thorez declared: "It's 
necessary to know how to end a strike." 

In the end, despite his years of authority 
in the party, Norden left with only his 
longtime political collaborator and per
sonal companion, Stamberg, and his pro
tege Negrete. The following citation by 
James P. Cannon fits Norden to aT: 

"Experience has shown that when party 
members cease to be revolutionists their 
whole attitude toward the party changes. 

_ They begin to hate the party; the party 
becomes a prison to them, and they insist 
on breaking out. That-and that alone
is what causes splits, if you want to 
know the real reason." 

Norden's split over the party question 
was the first crack in our central cadre in 
many years. Had his revisionist course 
not been fought and defeated, it would 
have wrecked our party. As it was, he 
almost succeeded in causing a split in 
our German section. In our article, which 
laid out the political issues behind Nor
den's defection in detail, we labeled him 
a "Pabloite of the second mobilization." 
Michel Pablo was an adventurer who 
emerged after World War II as the leader 
of the decimated forces of the Fourth 
International. In the 1950s he predicted 
"centuries of deformed workers states," 
discarding the Trotskyist understanding 
that the degenerated and deformed work
ers states were unstable and transitional 
regimes which would be removed either 
through proletarian political revolution 
or through capitalist counterrevolution. 
Pablo prettified the Stalinist bureaucra
cies, and claimed that "The Communist 
Parties retain the possibility in certain 
circumstances of roughly outlining a rev
olutionary orientation." Seeking to pres
sure the Stalinists to the left, Pablo wrote 
off the forging of Trotskyist parties as 
the critical factor in carrying out interna
tional proletarian revolution. 

Norden's outlook is actually very akin 
to Pabloism, an expectation that various 
non-proletarian forces, whether it be 
nationalists, Castroites or burnt-out ex
Stalinists, can somehow under certain 
r::ircumstances playa social or political 
role that is in fact precluded by their 
class composition, history and program. 
Norden's refusal to accept the reality of 
capitalist counterrevolution in the Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe drove him 
from episodic impressionism to outright 
revisionism. He began to prettify alien 
class forces. He greatly exaggerated the 
military capacity of Hussein's army, 
while Stamberg declared that the Cuban 
masses under the sway of Castroite ide
ology had "class consciousness." Norden 
began to infer that anyone under the guns 
of imperialism or persecuted by the 
imperialist state (such as former DDR 
government officials) was by definition 
"progressive," or at any rate a prospect 
for "revolutionary regroupment." 

In the immediate wake of the counter
revolutionary destruction of the DDR, 
Norden, who played a central role in 
guiding the work of our German section, 
predicted massive proletarian resistance 
in eastern Germany and advocated agita
tion for a general strike. If economist 
calls for an "unlimited general strike" 
during the recent strike struggles in 
France and Italy were wrong, Norden's 
call in the former DDR was downright 
absurd. Here was a situation of mass lay
offs and factory closures, where the 
workers were demoralized and bewil
dered and hadn't yet realized what had 
happened to them. This was the denial of 
reality. 

Then came suppression of the Trotsky
ist analysis and program. We had an 
extensive internal discussion over capi
talist counterrevolution in the DDR and 
the former Soviet Union. This discussion 
focused on the key role of consciousness. 
We produced something like six inter
nal bulletins on this. The most cogent 
ana:lysis of the events in the DDR was 
published in Spartacist No. 45-46 (Win
ter 1990-91) in the documents by com
rades Seymour and St. John, which 
pointed to the critical absence of class
consciousness, eroded by decades of mis
rule by the Stalinist bureaucracies, that 
paved the way for capitalist restoration. 
The Seymour and St. John documents 
were suppressed from the German-
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language edition of Spartacist for two 
years. 

Then after the denial of reality and the' 
suppression of the Trotskyist program 
came the overt political capitulation and 
adaptation to the Stalinists. This plunged 
to its most grotesque depth in a phrase in 
our public press in Germany, which 
Norden himself insisted upon, praising 
Stalin as commander in chief of the Red 
Army during World War II. And then 
there was Norden's speech at Berlin's 
Humboldt University in January 1995, 
where he repeatedly cozied up to an audi
ence of the very Stalinist hacks we had 
intended to lead a workers politicalrevo
lution against. His key phrase, repeated 
over and over again, was that "there was 
no revolutionary . leadership." In other 
words, if he could have played history 
over again, Norden would have liquidated 
our party in the key period in which we 
fought for a workers political revolution 
in East Germany and for a red socialist 
Europe of workers councils. Instead he 
would have had us serve as "erudite" 
advisers to the Stalinist gravediggers of 
revolution. 

Despite our tiny size, the power of our 
program was what counted in the pre
revolutionary situation presented in the 
winter of '89-90. At the beginning we 
were a small propaganda group without 
connections to the East German pro
letariat and intelligentsia. But we were 
getting connected. Soldiers in the East 
German army took our propaganda very 
seriously and when we called for soldiers 
committees, they tried to form them. 

The January 1990 demonstration 
against the fascist desecration of a Soviet 
war memorial at East Berlin's Treptow 
Park is itself a f1esh-and-blood example 
of the power of a revolutionary program 
in action and how even a small vanguard 
can make the leap to lead in a revolution
ary or prerevolutionary situation. A quar
ter of a million working people came out 
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in defense of the Soviet monument at our 
initiative, which was of course overtaken 
by the Stalinist SED, then the ruling 
party of the DDR. But our party speakers 
addressed 250,000 people in what was 
the first Trotskyist speech ever at a mass 
rally in a deformed workers state since 
Trotsky's Left Opposition was crushed. 

The appeal of our program, the mass 
response to defend the DDR exemplified 
in the Treptow action, deeply frightened 
the imperialist bourgeoisie and the 
treacherous Stalinist bureaucrats. They 
literally moved up the date for Anschluss 
(unification)-advancing the elections 
which would decide the fate of East Ger
many by more than a month. The recog
nition that we were the revolutionary 
leadership was not lost on the class 
enemy or the decrepit Stalinists. The 
morning after the Treptow demonstration, 
the radio carried reports of the DDR 

"round table" government denouncing 
the Spartacists. The West German social
democratic SPD, the Trojan horse of cap
italist counterrevolution in the East, 
brought maximum pressure to bear on 
the SED to disavow the action. Although 
shaped by the disproportion of forces, 
there was in fact a contest between the 
ICL program of workers political revolu
tion and the Stalinist program of capitu
lation and counterrevolution. 

Leninism vs. Trade-Union 
Opportunism in Brazil 

Norden's different conception of the 
party-its role and its methods of 
work-and his centrist adaptation to 
alien political programs was revealed in 
Brazil soon after the fight over Germany 
was resolved. For some time, we had 
'been engaged in fraternal relations with 
the Luta Metalurgica (LM) group in 

Brazil, with Norden and Negrete (then a 
leading member of our group in Mexico) 
acting as the chief ICL representatives 
(see "A Break in Fraternal Relations with 
Luta Metalurgica," WV No. 648, 5 July). 
We had made painful cuts to release the 
necessary cadre and financial resources 
to pursue the possibility for a historic 
breakthrough for revolutionary Trotsky
ism in Latin America. But when the 
party took control of this work away 
from Norden and Negrete, we discovered 
that LM alld the ICL had been toys in 
Norden's game of smoke and mirrors. 
LM's real political problems had been 
prettified rather than openly struggled 
with, while the most crucial internal 
fights in the ICL (particularly those 
reflecting unfavorably on Norden, like 
over Germany) had been kept secret 
from LM. With "fraternal" relations like 
this, who needs distant cousins'! 

The October 1994 "Declaration of 
Fraternal Relations" between LM and 
the ICL was contrived in the manner of a 
centrist outfit like the British Workers 
Power group. Norden and Negrete wrote 
the document themselves and then 
claimed falsely that it proved Luta Meta
lurgica's deep and broad agreement with 
the ICL. It is typical for "internation
als" like Workers Power's LRCI to con
coct such documents as an "orthodox" 
umbrella beneath which each national 
section can do as it pleases, in flagrant 
contradiction to genuine international
ism. Such agreements aren't worth the 
paper they're printed on. When the LRCI 
split last year, its two Latin American 
sections, which had been part of their 
"international" for several years, simply 
packed their bags and quit en masse. 
That shows how little real agreement 
there was. 

Originating as a proletarian formation 
with a militant history in the steel indus
try center of Volta Redonda, LM had 

con tin lied on page 14 

Pabloites of the Second Mobilization 
Former Workers Vanguard editor Jan 

Norden and his tiny coterie showed up at 
the August 1 Spartacist League forum in 
New York City with a 95-page bulletin, 
published without a union "bug" (label), 
claiming that the International Commu
nist League had undergone a "centrist 
turn" in the few short weeks since their 
expUlsion. In his summary remarks, SL 
speaker Jon Brule pointed out that in the 
course of more than a year of internal 
discussion, during which we circulated at 
least 392 pages of documents by Norden 
and Stamberg alone, they repeatedly 
denied that they had any fundamental 
differences with the lCL. Brule noted: 

"We characterized that as dishonest, 
underground, centrist political activity
somebody who has differences and 
doesn't openly argue them is dishonest. 
That's manifestly the case, isn't it? Just 
look at the title 'From a Drift Toward 
Abstentionism to Desertion From the 
Class Struggle'-this presumably all 
happened since June 7? In other words, 
by their own admission, they were pur
suing underground undeclared factional 
activity inside the ICL." 

Indeed a few weeks later, the Norden 
group posted a statement on the Internet 
that they were now the "Internationalist 
Group" (IG). They now insist, "We have 
fought against this turn, and would be 
doing so today in the ranks of the ICL 
were it not for our expulsion, which had 
the character of a preemptive strike to 
forestall a factional struggle." 'But less 
than three months earlier, in their final 
statement on the way out the door, Nor
den and Stamberg claimed that there was 
"nm a sufficient basis for the declaration 
of a faction or tendency," repeatedly 
complaining about "enormous pressure 
to declare a faction" coming from the 
party majority and about the "push to 
force Norden and Stamberg to declare a 
faction"! 

The Nordenites' cover story for our 
supposed "centrist turn" is that we 
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"deserted the class struggle" by breaking 
fraternal relations with the Brazilian Luta 
Metalurgica (LM) group, allegedly as 
their MEL supporters in the municipal 
workers union in Volta Redonda were 
about to raise a motion to kick the cops 
out of the union at a June 19 union meet
ing. In fact, we broke relations with LM 
on the fundamental premise that the main 

task in Brazil was to construct a revolu
tionary party based on the program of 
Trotskyism, and to put out a party press 
reflecting that program. But LM refused 
to break with a course of trade-union 
opportunism and rotten-bloc maneuvers. 

As we noted in "A Break in Fraternal 
Relations with Luta Metalurgica" (WV 
No. 648, 5 July): "Despite a formal advo-

Ernest Mandel (left) and mentor Michel Pablo at 1988 Paris meeting. Norden 
"group" follows in footsteps of Pabloite liquidationism, rehashing charges of 
Spartacist "abstentionism." 

The United Secretariat, 1974 

."stensibly Marxist grouping is "in practice. ,,56 The Spartacist League has 

demonstrated ttme and again ~ sectarian abstention from the real, day-to-day 

1truggles of the working class. It is, after all, not difficult to find 
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erratic course of the leL's International Secretariat (l.S.), which has in recent months veered sharpJ} 
to the right toward a policy of abstention from the class struggle. In order to carry out its bureaucratic . .. . . . ,. 

"From a Drift Toward Abstentionism to Desertion from the Class Struggle," by the Norden 
"group," July 1996. Reprinted in "Hate Trotskyism, Hate the Spartacist League" No.9. 

cacy of the class independence of the 
workers, LM combined with non-Marxist 
and even sinister elements and brain
trusted the MEL slate without ever men
tioning in their election propaganda the 
question of removing the cops from the 
municipal workers union." The real story 
is that given their own centrist appetites, 
the Nordenites find it incredible that we 
would break with a group of trade-union 
militants on something as unimportant to 
them as the party question. 

It was the ICL which pushed LM to 
engage in a difficult and principled 
struggle against the police presence in 
the union. And they did so only when 
compelled by a police provocation (see 
"Military Police Invade Municipal Work
ers Assembly-Brazil: Hands Off Volta 
Redonda Union!" WV No. 642, 29 
March). But the June 19 union meeting 
was not advertised as the showdown with 
the cops the Nordenites would have us 
believe. The notice for the meeting in the 
MEL union newsletter (7 June) called on 
the membership to turn out because "our 
wage campaign has begun" -with not a 
word about the question of cops in the 
union. As comrade Brule said at the 
August I SL forum in reply to the Nor
denites' floor interventions regarding the 
municipal workers union meeting, "Not 
only do you make up a bogus issue here, 
but then you lie about that too." 

When they were members of our 
organization, Norden and his protege 
Negrete increasingly found themselves at 
odds with the ICL because they am
nestied and conciliated LM's centrist 
policies, seeking to justify this with the 
argument that LM was under the guns of 
the bourgeois state. By this argument, 
Trotsky should never have broken with 
the POUM, who were savagely perse
'cuted by the Stalinists during the Span
ish Civil War. At the same ,time, Trotsky 

continued on page /4 
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Trotskyism ... 
(continued from page 13) 

broken empirically with the popular 
front on its own terrain. Their opposition 
to the now electorally defeated Popular 
Front led by Lula's Workers Party and 
their understanding of the importance of 
the fight against racial oppression pro
vided a basis for what should have been a 
modest declaration of fraternal relations. 
Fraternal relations are a process of test
ing apparent programmatic agreement 
through common work and debate of dif
ferences. We recognized that the trans
formation of LM, consisting mainly of 
self-taught workers, into a Leninist prop
aganda group would not be easy. They 
had no party press and no conception of 
polemical work against other groups on 
the left. In fact, when we sent comrades 
to Brazil, they discovered that most 
members of other left groups in the large 
cities had never heard of LM. 

New York memorial meeting, August 1940, for Leon Trotsky, murdered by 
Stalinist assassin. 

Nor was LM familiar with Leninist 
organizational norms. They had meet
ings without motions or minutes. These 
procedures are no guarantee of Bolshe
vism bur without them an organization is 
doomed to Menshevik amorphousness, 
with no mechanism for internal party 
struggle. We fought hard with LM over 
all these political questions. Norden and 
Negrete, for their part, sought to blunt 
these fights, excusing' weakness on the 
part of LM by claiming they were only 
"cultural differences." That is repug
nant liberal paternalism-in reality a 
statement that comrades from the semi-

Pabloites ... 
(continued ji'om page f 3) 

of course defended the POUM against 
Stalinist and capitalist repression, just as 
we have and continue to defend LM and 
the MEL in their struggle against the 
cops and the bourgeois state. Comrade 
Brule pointed out in his summary: 

'The methodology that because some
body's under attack by the bourgeois 
state, therefore you cannot break rela
tions is simply a continuation of the 
whole basic Pabloite methodology of the 
Norden group. Their argument in Ger
many was that if former DDR officials 
are being persecuted by the West Ger
man state, we should defend them. That 
is correct. But what they wanted to do 
after that was wrong, which was to 
delete our criticisms of these individuals. 
These were the people who sold out 
and opened the door to capitalist res
toration in Germany. Because we de
fend someone against state persecution 
doesn't mean that we drop our political 
criticisms. 
"It's the same thing with Cuba. Yes, we 
defend Cuba against imperialism. But 
does that mean that we are any less tren
chant in our criticisms of the Castro 
bureaucracy? But that's the methodology 
of the Norden group." 

This methodology has a name. In our 
article, "A Shamefaced Defection from 
Trotskyism" (WV No. 648, 5 July), we 
characterized Norden's politics as "Pab
loism of the Second Mobilization." In the 
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colonial countries would be second-class 
members of our International. 

We fought LM's view that workers 
don't give a damn about Marxist theory 
and can't be educated. This was first 
expressed in the appalling statement that 
"workers don't care about the cops," 
which arose in the course of our struggle 
to get LM to carry out a fight against the 
presence of cops in the municipal work
ers union in which LM had influence. LM 
also opposed our efforts to educate the 
union president in such essential works as 
Lenin's State and Revolution to arm him 

late 1940s and early' 50s, the new post
war leadership of the Fourth International 
centered on Michel Pablo pushed through 
a policy of "deep entrism" into the Sta
linist and social-democratic parties, de
spairing at the prospect of building an 
independent Trotskyist vanguard during 
the Cold War. Pablo's liquidationist line, 
justified with the argument that the Sta
linists could "roughly outline" a "revolu
tionary orientation," destroyed the Fourth 
International. And while the objects of 
their affections have repeatedly changed, 
the Pabloites have continued their liqui
dationist approach ever since. And what 
is their favored response to our attacks on 
their opportunist politics? That we are 
"abstentionists" who "flee" from the class 
struggle! 

Now Norden has taken his earlier 
impressionism over Castro's Cuba and 
the "hardline" Stalinist leaders of the 
former DDR (East Germany) and theo
reticajly generalized this into an outright 
revision of the Trotskyist understanding 
of the Stalinist bureaucracy. In their bul
letin, the Nordenites fume over a state
ment by an SL comrade that the East 
German Stalinist "SED in 1989-90 was 
leading the counterrevolution," claiming 
that this denies Trotsky's position on the 
dual nature of the Stalinist bureaucracy. 
In Norden's interpretation of this dual 
nature, he takes a page from Pablo, who 
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with an understanding of why the cops 
do not belong in the labor movement. 
In hindsight, it is very clear that this 
despair over the capacity of the prole
tariat to assimilate Marxism and achieve 
consciousness as a class for itself-i.e., 
the understanding of the proletariat's 
need to seize state power-is at the root 
of LM's deeply ingrained trade-union 
opportunism. If you don't believe in the 
capacity of the workers to fight for a rev
olutionary program, then 'any unprinci
pled shortcut or deal is possible. And 
that's what LM did-and kept on doing-

saw in the bureaucracy an inherently 
progressive side coexisting with a more 
reactionary side. 

Trotsky understood that the Stalinist 
bureaucracy was a parasitic caste which 
sat atop a collectivized economy, while 
simultaneously serving as a transmission 
belt for imperialism. This was its dual 
nature. In The Revolution Betrayed 
(1936), his decisive analysis of the Sta
linist bureaucracy, Trotsky stressed that 
this parasitic layer had an organic ten
dency to transform itself into a capitalist 
ruling class, pointing out: "Privileges 
have only half their worth, if they cannot 
be transmitted to one's children. But the 
right of testament is inseparable from the 
right of property." He further noted that 
the bureaucracy "continues to preserve 
state property only to the extent that it 
fears the proletariat." 

Unable to play an independent role, 
the bureaucracy would be shattered when 
subjected to fundamental class forces. 
This is in fact what happened. But when 
the terminal collapse of Stalinism came, 
the pressures emanated overwhelmingly 
from one direction, that of the imperialist 
bourgeoisie. Norden is prepared to con
cede that the Stalinists may have "pre
pared the way for counterrevolution" and 
even "playa counterrevolutionary role." 
But actually lead counterrevolution? 
Never! But that's what the SED did. 
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at the top of this· municipal workers 
union, until the police themselves broke 
the deal and LM's rotten bloc with centrist 
and pro-cop elements among the union 
tops blew up in their faces. 

When it did blow up, LM did indeed 
wage a principled struggle to get the 
cops out of the union-at our insistence 
and with significant assistance from us, 
including an international campaign of 
solidarity. And of course we continue to 
defend LM and the union against police 
provocations and threats. But LM's 
unwillingness to break from their amor
phous and unprincipled combinationism 
in the unions led us to break fraternal 
relations. And we are proud of this split, 
which is vital in establishing the basis 
for building a revolutionary party in 
Brazil today, because nothing would 
eclipse the future of Trotskyism there 
quicker than afalse unity with centrists. 

This is a reactionary political period, 
but one nonetheless presenting opportu
nities for communist intervention and for 
the growth of our party. The fight against 
the Norden group and our struggles with 
Luta Metalurgica have been critical to 
reaffirming the centrality of a Leninist
Trotskyist party in this new, challenging 
and transient post-Soviet period. As 
Trotsky said to his supporters in the 
aftermath of Hitler's rise to power in 
Germany, "Precisely in the periods of 
revolutionary ebb tide are cadres formed 
and tempered which will later be called 
upon to lead the masses in the new 
assault." A new October Revolution is 
what we're for and we're building the 
party to lead it. • 

Standing at the head of the East German 
state, the SED actively worked to demo
bilize the working class, dismantling the 
workers militias (Betriehskampf~ruppen) 
and pushing through capitalist reunifica
tion under its slogan of "one fatherland." 
It was only the forces of the ICL, strug
gling for proletarian political revolution, 
who offered a program in opposition to 
the SED's counterrevolutionary course. 

While still subject to Leninist disci
pline as a member of our party, Nor
den edited an article titled "Soviet 
Workers: Smash Yeltsin/Oorbachev 500-
Day Plan!" (WV No. 510, 21 September 
1990). The caption under the lead photo 
read, "Boris Yeltsin and Mikhail Oor
bachev plan for restoration of capitalism." 
Elsewhere the article asserted that "Oor
bachev and Yeltsin want to sell off the 
Soviet Union's industrial and mineral 
wealth to Wall Street and Frankfurt." It is 
not the ICL's line which has changed, but 
rather Norden's. While the Nordenites 
claim to uphold the program of the 
Spartacist tendency, their bulletin pre
sents a worked-out perspective that runs 
counter to the tasks of a Leninist fighting 
propaganda group. It is clear that they are 
moving as rapidly as possible to distance 
themselves from our politics. We don't 
know where Norden and his IG are going, 
and probably neither do they, but it's 
somewhere very far from Trotskyism .• 
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Farrakhan ... 
(continued from pa8e 16) 

policy. One straightforwardly described 
how militiamen and troops of the regular 
army divided up the captives as loot after 
a raid. The other told how militiamen are 
"paid" by being encouraged to loot and 
take captives. He said the troops "return 
back with children, goats, cows, what
ever goods they could loot. It is clear that 
under government policy whatever you 
loot, it is yours." 

Needless to say, the capitalist owners 
of the Baltimore Sun have their own ax to 
grind in exposing Farrakhan and the 
Sudanese slave-traders. For years, Sudan 
has been ravaged by a bloody civil war 
between the Arab-dominated regime in 
the north and the southern-based Sudan
ese People's Liberation Army, which pro
vided escorts for the Sun reporters. As we 
noted in our previous article: 

"During the Cold War, Turabi and his 
reactionary Muslim Brotherhood group 
were considered an 'asset' by the State 
Department because of his vehement 
anti-Communism and his alliance with 
mullahs fighting against the USSR in 
Afghanistan. With the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the U.S. no longer need
ed this relationship with the Sudan 
regime .... Now American attentions have 
shifted south." 

The imperialist vultures have a long 
history of "divide and rule" aimed at sub
jugating and exploiting the peoples of 
Africa. The racist American rulers, who 
were more than happy to support the 
slave-trading Turabi Islamic regime in the 
past, are not opponents of black slavery 
in the Sudan or anywhere else, despite 
their occasional hypocritical "human 
rights" rhetoric. It will take international 
socialist revolution to put an end to slav
ery, such grotesque practices as female 

leL Protests ... 
(continued from pa8e 9) 

November, and it is also meant to send a 
message to the racist U.S. rulers' impe
rialist rivals, particularly Germany, that 
American imperialism is the military top 
dog in the worl.d. Clinton and Dole kill 
Iraqis and Kurds as an election stunt! 
Capitalism means racism and war! A 
workers party is what we're for! 

In 1991, U.S. imperialism devastated 
Iraq, killing tens of thousands of people 
in the one-sided slaughter called "Opera
tion Desert Storm." In the aftermath 
of this slaughter, a brutal economic em
bargo remained in place which has cost 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqis who have died of malnutrition and 
disease. Now Clinton is planning on 
tightening the screws,. ripping up the 
lousy UN-brokered deal where Iraq 
could exchange oil for food. We say: 
Down with the imperialist embargo of 
Iraq! United Nations-den of thieves! 
Overthrow the bourgeoisie! 

The same racist rulers, the Democrats 
and Republicans, who have condemned 

genital mutilation and all forms of 
oppression. As Trotsky's theory of per, 
manent revolution underlines, in former 
colonies and semicolonial countries the 
gains of the bourgeois-democratic revo
lution can only be achieved through 
workers revolution-in the case of 
Africa, centered on countries like South 
Africa and Egypt with their sizable 
proletariats-and its extension to the 
imperialist heartland. 

Farrakhan: Bad News for 
Black People 

In appealing the government's ban 
against accepting the money from Libya, 
Farrakhan said that the funds would be 
used to aid minority-owned businesses 
and to help poor people left "in the 
lurch" by welfare cuts. But while Far
rakhan criticized Clinton's signing of the 
anti-welfare bill, when the yuppie racist 
Democrat was elected in 1992 the NOI 
leader called on him to "say farewell to 
welfare" and "cut federal spending" in 
order to "eliminate the federal debt in a 
reasonable amount of time" (A Torch
lightfor America [1993 D. 

Farrakhan has garnered a measure of 
support among blacks because he at least 
appears to speak up to the racist rulers. 
But what is he saying? Farrakhan's dis
gusting tirades against Koreans, Jews 
and Arabs mirror the racist reaction 
being pushed by the Democrats and 
Republicans. The NOI's Million Man 
March in Washington, D.C. last October 
was a reactionary mobilization which 
called for "atonement," thus blaming 
blacks for their oppression while forgiv
ing the oppressors and exploiters for 
their crimes against black people, work
ers and the poor. Is it any wonder that 
right-wing Republican vice-presidential 
nominee Jack Kemp has now praised 

millions of welfare mothers and their 
children to death by "abolishing welfare 
as we know it," bomb Iraq and have 
starved hundreds of thousands of Iraqis. 
We say: For class struggle at home 
against racist U.S. imperialism! Break 
with the Democrats and Republicans
For a revolutionary workers party! 

Clinton says his bombing of Iraq was 
in retaliation for the incursion of Saddam 
Hussein's army into the Kurdish "no fly" 
zone. Yet while the White House now 
weeps crocodile tears for the embattled 
and oppressed Kurdish people, U.S. 
imperialism has been one of the main 
backers of Turkey, which has waged a 
war of annihilation against the Kurdish 
people. We call for a Socialist Republic 
of United KUTdistan! Down with U.S. 
imperialism! Hands off Iraq! Saddam 
Hussein should be dealt with by his own 
working people for his crimes against 
them. Down with the oil sheiks, emirs 
and military strongmen! Workers to 
power! For a socialist 'federation of the 
Near East! 

In the aftermath of the destruction of 
the former Soviet Union-a degenerated 
workers state-the imperialist bour-
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Palmer/US. News 
Nation of Islam rent-a-cop in Baltimore housing project. 

Farrakhan's program as "wonderful"'? 
Farrakhan's backward attitude toward the 
rights of women was expressed not only 
in the exclusionist character of the Wash
ington march but in the fact that women 
are often excluded from his meetings. 
The NOI leader opposes abortion. calls 
to "change homosexual behavior," and 
wants schools segregated by sex. He 
holds up Saudi Arabia, where people 
accused of robbery have their hands cut 
off and women are beheaded for "adul
tery," as a model of fighting crime. 

Far from fighting the all-sided oppres
sion of black people in this deeply rac
ist society, what Farrakhan wants is that 
a few black capitalists get rich exploit
ing the ghetto market. while the mass 
of blacks remain at the bottom of this 

geoisies around the world see nothing 
standing in the way of their system of 
unbridled exploitation, poverty and war. 
As rivalries between the competing impe
rialist powers increase internationally, the 
racist rulers wage war against the work
ing class, the poor, young people, immi
grants and blacks at home and rain cruise 
missiles dQwn on Iraq abroad. The 
Spartacist League fights to build a revo
lutionary internationalist workers party to 
overthrow the imperialist rulers and build 
an egalitarian socialist society. The Spar
tacus Youth Clubs fight to win students 
over to the side of the international work
ing class and to become active partisans 
in its struggles against the imperialist 
bombers who starve blacks and the poor 
at home and Iraqis abroad. Asian, His
panic, black and white-Workers of the 
world unite! • 

Union 
Summer ... 
(continued ji'om pa8e 11 ) 

I guess I equated them with the rest of 
the rank-and-file union members in this 
country since that was the only exposure 
I got to them. So I did come out of the 
program thinking, "Oh my gosh, the 
labor movement's not going to make any 
mark for workers in general." Although it 
was really inspiring to see the janitors. 

YSp: Workers have shown no lack of 
combativity and courage but have been 
systematically demobilized by their own 
leaders. James Cannon, the great Ameri
can Trotskyist, said in the 1920s, "The 
fight for a class movement of the Ameri
can workers is in the first place a fight 
against the capitalist ideology which 
dominates them. The labor bureaucrats 
of the AFL. .. are the direct bearers of this 
ideology in the working class and must 
be fought as such." We think what's 
needed first and foremost is a political 
struggle against the bureaucrats and for a 
revolutionary leadership. 

Momoko: After discussing about labor 
issues with you, I guess I realize that 

VICIOUS system of exploitation and op
pression. Farrakhan stands for the vicari
ous creation of a class of black exploiters 
within an all-black country "somewhere" 
from within the United States. The NOI's 
perspective of "black capitalism" is a 
fraud that has nothing to do with the lib
eration of blacks from the poverty and 
racism which'are inherent in capitalism. 
Black people need jobs. housing. schools. 
health care and a fight to smash all forms 
of discrimination. 

We fight for hlack lihcratio/1 through 
socialist rcmlutio/1, in which black 
workers will playa key role as a strate
gic component of the multiracial U.S. 
proletariat. This requires the forging of a 
revolutionary workers party which cham
pions the cause of all the oppressed .• 

there is potential. and what was accom
plished in the '30s can be accomplished 
now. But at this point I'm not sure how 
that can be done. It's interesting because 
those of us who were frustrated were 
demoralized, and we were given really 
subtle messages that there wasn't a place 
for us in the labor movement. We were 
so tired throughout the program because 
for three weeks we didn't really have a 
day off and we were working 10 hours a 
day, so we really couldn't think about 
what we could do possibly to change 
things that were really wrong and what 
alternatives there are. 

YSp: What we're trying to do is win 
revolutionary-minded students to our 
view that only the working class has the 
power to overturn the capitalist system, 
which is the source of racism, unemploy
ment, war, homelessness and discrimina
tion. In order to replace the capitalist sys
tem with socialism, the working class has 
to come to an understanding of this task 
and has to build its own political party to 
lead this struggle. And we think that stu
dents, as part of the revolutionary party, 
can playa key role in bringing these ideas 
to the working class. For my last ques
tion, I wonder if there's anything that you 
would like to say to other Union Summer 
participants now that you're looking back 
on your whole experience. 

Momoko: When I left the program I was 
really pessimistic about the labor move
ment, having seen what the leadership is 
about, their strategies. But I suggest that 
people who are frustrated with the pro
gram and the labor movement itself 
should not focus so much on the mis
leadership but delve into labor history 
because that will allow them to see the 
great potential that the labor movement 
has in mobilizing to fight against the 
capitalists, and to delve into Marxism 
and t,o discuss with Marxists what strate
gies should be used against the capital
ists. I think realizing the potential of the 
working class can lead us into a real 
fight, a genuine fight against capitalism, 
rather than the conciliatory actions that 
are really not taking the working class 
anywhere. That's my suggestion .• 
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Louis F arrakhan: 

Apologist for Slavery in Sudan 
u.s. GOVefRlRent"lIalils8H , ....... . 
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LetHO. Leader eet HisitibyanM •• ~yJ 
Last month, Nation of Islam (NOI) 

leader Louis Farrakhan went to Tripoli to 
accept a "human rights" award from 
Libyan strongman Muammar el-Qaddafi. 
But Farrakhan was forced to decline the 
$250,000 prize money because the U.S. 
government had made clear that if he 
accepted, they would threaten him with 
jail for violating yet another "anti
terrorism" bill signed by President Clin
ton in August. When Farrakhan visited 
Tripoli earlier this year as part of a world 
tour, Qaddafi had also pledged a $1 bil
lion contribution to the NOI. This has 
also been blocked by Washington, citing 
economic sanctions imposed on Libya 
in the name of the United Nations. 
Farrakhan is a reactionary, anti-Semitic 
demagogue. But as a September 10 pro
test letter by the Partisan Defense Com
mittee declared: "The U.S. government 
has no business dictating who or where 
Farrakhan gets his funding from. This 
imperious ban is a threat to humanitar
ian groups, religious denominations, 
political parties-indeed, any organiza
tion with international supporters and 
cothinkers." 

The U.S. imperialists push their eco
nomic boycott against Qaddafi's Libya 
by claiming it is a "terrorist state." At 
home, the "war on terrorism" is a con
venient catchword to justify the govern
ment's "right" to arrest, intimidate and 
spy on anyone they wish. Now the racist 
rulers are using the "terrorism" label 
they had pinned on Qaddafi as a stick 
to beat Farrakhan. Despite the declama
tions about Libya supposedly being. an 
"outlaw nation," the real terrorists are 
the masters of America's imperialist em
pire, who delight in bombing semicolo
nial countries like Iraq any time they feel 
the need to demonstrate their military 
might. Qaddafi was himself targeted for 
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assassination by U.S. air strikes on 
Tripoli in 1986, which killed his baby 
daughter. 

Even an article in the Wall Street Jour
nal (26 August) expressed concern over 
the Clinton administration's ban on Far
rakhan getting his award· from Libya; 
asking: "Does the administration want to 
get into a battle over an ostensibly 
humanitarian contribution to a religious 
organization-thus sparking a constitu
tional fight that other religious groups 
might joinT' This mouthpiece of the 
bankers is far less concerned about Far
rakhan's constitutional rights than it is 
about the international repercussions of 
the legislation Washington is using to go 
after him. 

The new "anti-terrorism" law passed 
last month would impose U.S. sanctions 
on foreign firms investing in Libya or 
Iran. This came just days after Congress 
passed the Helms-Burton bill, mandat
ing penalties against foreign companies 
which operate in Cuba and use prop
erty expropriated from American firms 
by the Cuban Revolution. Canada, Mex
ico and various West Europeari countries 
were already up in arms over the Helms
Burton bill. The latest measure has 
created a furor in Europe-particularly 
Germany, which has considerable in
vestments in Iran-and the European 
Union promptly threatened to retaliate 
against U.S. companies. In the name of 
"anti-terrorism," Washington thinks it 
can throw its weight around the world at 
will. 

Slavery in Sudan "Touches 
the Lives of All" 

The U.S. government's recent moves 
against the NOI will likely enhance Far
rakhan's reputation among some as a 
"black leader" who stands up to this 

racist system. But as we have warned 
repeatedly, Louis Farrakhan is bad news 
for black people. One need look no fur
ther than Farrakhan's support to the 
Islamic fundamentalist regime in Sudan, 
where chattel slavery has become in
creasingly widespread .. When Farra
khan's cozy relationship with the slave
trading Sudanese regime was exposed 
late last year, it provoked an uproar in 
the black press (see "Farrakhan and the 
Sudan Slave Trade," WV No. 638, 2 Feb
ruary). Seeking to amnesty his ties to 
Sudan's Islamic fundamentalist leader 
Hassan al-Turabi, Farrakhan has consis
tently denied the existence of the slave 
trade in that country. But the abduction 
and enslavement of black women and 
children in Sudan has been abundantly 
documented by Anti-Slavery Interna
tional in London and other human rights 
organizations, as well as the UN and 
others. 

Now this has become a red-hot issue 
once again, after the recent publication 
of an investigative series on slavery in 
Sudan in the Baltimore Sun (16-18 June). 
When Farrakhan indignantly challenged 
reporters at the National Press Club in 
Washington last spring to go to Sudan 
and see for themselves, the Baltimore 
Sun took up the challenge. The Sun sent 
two reporters to Sudan with instructions 
"to see if they could buy slaves"-and 
they did. The dramatic three-part series 
by foreign correspondent Gilbert Lew
thwaite, who is white, and black colum
nist Gregory Kane thrust the issue of 
chattel slavery in Sudan back into the 
news. 

The reporters were introduced to an 
Arab slave trader in the village of 
Manyiel in the southern province of Bahr 
el Ghazal, who specialized in returning 
slaves from the predominantly Arab north 

Baltimore Sun reporter (left) pays $1,000 to a Sudanese slave-trader to 
buy freedom for two youths held in bondage. 

Lewthwaite/Baltimore Sun 

Azzopardi/AP 
NOI leader Farrakhan at award cere
mony in Tripoli, Libya. 

and selling them back at a profit to their 
families in the largely black south. The 
reporters described the rueful group of a 
dozen young boys who were offered for 
sale: 

"Some have bruises and scars to attest to 
their maltreatment. ... 
"There is no trace of hope in their 
expressions. Their eyes are downcast. 
Those who dare to glance up do so with 
mistrust. These are boys whose child
hood has been wrenched from them." 

The reporters decided to buy the oldest 
child and his half-brother, aged twelve 
and ten, who were immediately returned 
to their families. The two youths had been 
in bondage for six years, forced to work 
in the fields without any pay except 
scraps of food. The price was $500 or five 
head of cattle apiece. The journalists 
described the transaction as "a negotia
tion of breathtaking simplicity, struck just 
50 yards from where people are buying 
and selling salt, dried fish and other ordi
nary commodities .... We put $1,000 into 
the outstretched hand of El-Haj, and two 
young souls pass from bondage into the 
embrace of family and home." 

Lewthwaite and Kane personally wit
nessed the horror of villages haunted 
by slavery. In on.e village where they 
sought testimony on the slave trade, a 
60-year-old man spoke of his humilia
tion at being offered for sale as a slave 
in a town square. A l7-year-old girl re
counted her harrowing escape while her 
master debated whether to adopt her as 
his daughter or take her as a concubine. 
And a desperate blind widow said she 
was contemplating suicide because her 
four-year-old daughter, who served as 
her "eyes," had been abducted by slave 
traders. As the reporters wrote: "Here in 
southern Sudan, there can be no doubt 
that slavery exists. Like the heat of the 
sun or the onset of the rainy season, it 
touches the lives of all." 

The· Sudanese government insists
parroied by the NOI-that if forced cap
tivity exists in Sudan, it is because of 
hostage-taking in intertribal conflicts and 
does not reflect government policy. 
However, on two separate occasions, the 
Baltimore Sun reporters were able to 
interview officers of the government 
militia who explained how the slave 
trade was encouraged by government 

continued on page 15 
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