
























I was able to walk around working
class districts and was invited into the 
homes of many workers. Among almost 
all Cubans there is a basic level of sup
port to the revolution, but the absence 
of workers democracy and the prohibi
tion of any organized political �o�p�p�o�~�i�t�i�o�n� 

to Castro produces resignation and frus
tration, especially among the youth, many 
of whom hang out on the streets at night. 
One young worker, who occupies his 
spare time studying science, said simply 
that a serious problem is that "there is 
only one party." Another, angry at the 
inequalities of dollarization, complained 
that he had no time for politics and that he 
could not raise political views freely. 
While one group of poorly paid young 
workers said that they feel "pessimism," 
a group of poor young blacks, including 
aspiring Olympic athletes, were ardent 
supporters of Castro and pointed to their 
participation in the anti-imperialist rallies 
for the return of Eliiin Gonzalez last year. 
They were unhappy with the inequalities 
in Cuba but accepted them as necessary 
sacrifices of the "Special Period." Among 
the contradictions of Cuba is that you 
have youth who ardently support Castro 
but also hang around tourist areas hoping 
to hustle some dollars. 

u.s. Reformists Tail 
Imperialist Liberals 

In a restaurant in Cuba I talked with 
an anarchist from Vancouver who said 
he likes the Cuban peoples' "sense of 
community" but dislikes that there are 
policemen on street corners. What this 
anarchist (and any anarchist) cannot 
answer is how the Cuban working people 
could have this "sense of community" 
based on the revolution without a state
armed bodies of men-to suppress the 
danger of counterrevolution. 

The fake-Marxist International Social
ist Organization (ISO) in the U.S. are out
right scabs on the Cuban Revolution. 
The ISO's claim that Cuba is "state cap
italist" is simply a cover for their funda
mental identification with capitalist impe
rialism. The basic means of production in 
Cuba-industry, etc.-remain socialized. 
The Castro bureaucracy does not own the 
means of production but is an administra
tive hierarchy which enjoys privileges as 
a caste of embezzlers and social parasites, 
not as a ruling class. What is needed is not 
a social revolution to change the property 
relations, but a political revolution to oust 
the bureaucracy but retain and develop 
the planned economy. By making com
mon cause with the bourgeoisie against 
Stalinism in the name of "democracy," 
the ISO ends up in the camp of counter
revolution. In 1994, the ISO hailed a 
counterrevolutionary riot on the Havana 
waterfront. The reactionary scum were 
swept away by a spontaneous outpour
ing of 10,000 trade unionists and others, 
including construction worker brigades 
and neighborhood Committees to Defend 

. the Revolution. 
Other fake-socialist groups like Social

ist Action and the Socialist Workers Party 
posture as "friends of Cuba," organizing 
"solidarity" �p�r�o�~�s�t�s� with liberals and 
appealing to Congressional Democrats to 
push for an end to the embargo. While 
adulating the Stalinist Castro bureaucracy 
in Cuba, these groups joined with the ISO 
in supporting the "democratic" counter
revolution led by Boris Yeltsin in the 
Soviet Union, and thus share responsibil
ity for the grave dangers and isolation 
Cuba now faces. Almost all Cubans 
I talked to would spit on such "leftists," 
understanding that Cuba's current crisis 
began with the collapse of the "commu
nist camp." 

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
Castro has turned ever more to national
ist ideology to bolster his support. One 
can find nary a poster or statue of Lenin 
around Havana; instead there is the inces
sant reference to "national hero" Jose 
Marti and other leaders of the nationalist 
struggle against Spanish colonialism. I 
was told that there are plans to resurrect 
the statues of bourgeois presidents from 
the period of U.S. domination, as part 
of "reclaiming" Cuba's prerevolutionary 
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"heritage." In the same vein, Cuba has 
devoted great resources, with assistance 
from Spain, to renovating the old Spanish 
colonial buildings and plazas of Old 
Havana. This is done to attract tourists. 
Certainly, the renovation of beautiful his
toric buildings is not a bad thing, but Cas
tro calls this a campaign to restore the 
"national patrimony" and it has somewhat 
the character of rehabilitating colonial 
and neocolonial "culture." 

In this regard, I was disgusted by a 
comment made by the Stalinist Acosta at 
the talk I attended. Speaking to U.S. tour
ists, Acosta appealed for friendly rela
tions between the U.S. and Cuba, arguing 
that after all the countries share a "com
mon history and culture" which the U.S. 
does not have with "Iraq or Malaysia." 
This "common history" is a history of 
imperialist domination. At a glitzy new 
"Havana Club," the decor and music 
deliberately evoked the prerevolutionary 
1940s and '50s, when Havana was a play
ground for American gangsters and capi
talists. This indicates something of what 
capitalist counterrevolution would mean: 
a resubjugation of Cuba under the heel of 
U.S. imperialism. 

That is also why significant sections 
of the U.S. ruling class are calling for an 
end to the trade embargo against Cuba; 
they see trade and investment as a means 
to foment counterrevolution and return 
Cuba to the sphere of U.S. domination. 

September 1973 coup we wrote in "Pop 
Front Imperils Chilean Workers" (WV 
No. 14, December 1972): 

"The key to a revolutionary program in 
Chile is the question of state power
the dictatorship of the proletariat. There
fore we demand the creation of 'ARMED 
WORKERS MILITIAS BASED ON 
THE TRADE UNIONS.' Initially direct
ed against fascist bands, these will be 
crucial instruments in splitting the Army 
and bringing down the bourgeois state." 

During the 1980s Central America 
was riven by popular revolutionary strug
gles. But in El Salvador Castro supported 
the FMLN guerrillas' call for a "nego
tiated settlement" with the bloody mili
tary junta, which resulted in the disarm
ing of the leftists and the restabilization 
of capitalist rule. In Nicaragua, Castro 
outright advised the radical-nationalist 
Sandinista government not to follow the 
"Cuban road," i.e., not to antagonize the 
imperialists by expropriating the bour
geoisie. As a consequence, the Sandinis
tas were eventually toppled and replaced 
by U.S.-backed contra reactionaries. ' 

In opposition to Castro's line of class 
collaboration, we called for channelling 
the leftist insurgency in El Salvador and 
the civil war in Nicaragua into socialist 
revolution and its extension northward 
to Mexico, with its large and powerful 
industrial working class. We rai"sed the 
slogans "Military Victory to Leftist In
surgents in El Salvador!" and "Defend, 
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with the fate of the whole world. In the 
case of Cuba in particular, this means 
fighting for socialist revolution through
out the Americas. The potential for this 
is especially evident in Mexico, where 
the workers and eppressed continue to 
wage powerful struggles, from the 1999 
UNAM strike in defense of public edu
cation to militant labor actions by sugar 
and airline workers. Imperialist rivalry 
among the U.S., Europe and Japan inten
sified after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, and the danger of a new world war 
is almost certain to intensify again as·the 
world economy heads into a downturn. 
What is urgently necessary is new Octo
ber Revolutions. It is the task of the Spar
tacist League to build the Bolshevik party 
needed to lead that revolution here in the 
United States, the foremost imperialist 
power and the biggest exploiter on the 
planet. 

As unemployment rises in this country 
and the economy heads into a recession, 
the cracks in this racist capitalist order 
are apparent. The economic boom was 
created by increasing the rate of exploita
tion of the working class, gutting welfare 
and further spreading the tentacles of 
U.S. imperialism over the globe in the 
aftermath of counterrevolution in the 
USSR and East Europe. Abroad this has 
meant U.S. military terror, from the gen
ocidal blockade and continual bombing 
of Iraq to the devastation of Serbia. Now 

AP 
Spartacist contingent at May 2000 NYC protest against 
military in Vieques. U.S. warship off Vieques, part of 
military presence targeting Cuban deformed workers state. 

Make no mistake: the European and 
Canadian capitalists who have invest
ments in Cuba are not "friends" of Cuba. 
They profit from their deals and seek 
ever wider fields of exploitation in Cuba. 

Smash U.S. Imperialism! 

Ultimately, the only alternative to cap
italist counterrevolution is international 
socialist revolution, which has never been 
Castro's perspective. When Castro pro
claimed the revolution "socialist" in 
1961, he adopted not the Marxist program 
of international workers revolution but 
"socialism in one country." The corollary 
to this Stalinist "theory" is "peaceful 
coexistence" with imperialism. Che Gue
vara expressed this policy very clearly in 
a 1964 speech at the United Nations, call
ing for "peaceful coexistence between 
states with different economic and social 
systems." 

Three years later, Guevara was assas
sinated at the behest of the U.S. as he 
heroically led a guerrilla struggle in 
Bolivia, one of many inspired by the 
Cuban Revolution in Latin America in 
the 1960s and '70s. But the Cuban Stalin
ists have always opposed socialist revolu
tion abroad. In Chile in the early 1970s, 
Castro supported Salvador Allende's 
"Popular Unity" government-a bour
geois coalition including the Socialists 
and Communists along with capitalist 
parties-and the "peaceful, constitutional 
road to socialism," which meant disarm
ing the working class and paving the way 
for Pinochet's CIA-sponsored coup. Fol
lowing Allende's election in 1970, we 
urgently warned of the danger of a right
wing military coup and called for the rev
olutionary mobilization of the working 
class. Thus, some months before the 
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Complete, Extend the Nicaraguan Rev
olution!" We emphasized that a social 
revolution in Central America-over
throwing the rule of U.S. imperialism 
and its local agents-would set off rum
blings throughout Latin America, posing 
the question of proletarian power from 
Chile to Mexico. 

Nowadays, as the bourgeoisie pro
claims the "death of communism," Castro 
still occasionally talks of the "dream of 
communism," but does not even give lip 
service to international revolution. Since 
the degeneration of the Communist Inter
national under Stalin, the banner of inter
national communism has been upheld 
only by the Trotskyists, who founded the 
Fourth International in 1938. The work of 
the 'ICL is dedicated to reforging the 
Fourth International as the world party of 
socialist revolution. 

The fate of Cuba and the other remain
ing deformed workers states-China, 
Vietnam and North Korea-is bound up 

the U.S. plans a missile defense system, 
in the first instance targeting China, 
which in the wet dreams of the imperial
ists would enable the U.S. to carry out 
nuclear blackmail, or nuclear war, against 
the rest of the world. At home, the capi
talist rulers have unleashed racist terror 
and repression, with police occupation of 
the ghettos and barrios, two million in 
prison and thousands on death row. 

However in recent years, there have 
been some broadly popular, winning 
strikes in the U.S., as well as a number of 
mass black protest marches in the South. 
This is the kind of social struggle that 
the Cuban masses fighting to defend their 
revolution need to know about. We say: 
Break with the Democrats and Republi
cans! Build a multiracial workers party 
that fights for a workers government! 
Smash U.S. imperialism through work
ers revolution! Defend the gains of the 
Cuban Revolution! For socialist revolu
tion throughout the Americas! • 
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VW Strike ... 
(continued from page 2) 

some more crumbs off the bosses' table. 
The working class has th~ potential 
power, if it is led by a party with a revo
lutionary program, to root out the capi
talist system and build a socialist society 
based on production for human needs, 
thereby liberating all the oppressed. 
That's what we Trotskyists of the Inter
national Communist League fight for. 

For International Labor 
Solidarity! 

Four days into the strike, thousands of 
workers and others filled the streets of 
Puebla in a solidarity march. Representa
tives from many Puebla and Mexico City 
unions were there, and support state
ments were read from workers in the 
United States and elsewhere. The crowd 
included workers from the area who have 
been put on mandatory vacation or tech
nical stoppage at half pay because their 
employers supply parts to VW. There 
is obviously a .commonality of interest 
among these workers. They should all be 
in the same industry-wide union, with a 
common contract. This strike will also 
have an impact when the workers at 
other manufacturers negotiate their next 
contracts. The Ford plant in the state of 
Mexico is currently laying people off 
and the Chrysler plant in Mexico City is 
scheduled to close. For labor solidarity 
in defense of jobs! Spread the strike! 

Before the strike, Volkswagen had 
begun to allow companies that supply 
parts, and whose employees are not 
members of SITIAVW, to set up produc
tion in the VW plant itself. Their main 
goal is to break the power of the union 
by dividing the workforce. The right to 
have a closed shop, i.e., that anyone who 
works in a plant must be a member of 
the union, is codified in the clausula de 
exclusion (exclusion clause) of the Fed
eral Labor Law. The Supreme Court has 
declared this right unconstitutional, rul
ing that "there is the risk that it be 
applied to strengthen the unions on the 
basis of terror." 

In a 1999 statement, "Competition in 
the Labor Market," the Bancomer Finan
cial Group explained why the .capital
ists hate the exclusion clause: "If in a 
showdown between the boss and the 

Free Mumia ... 
(continued from page 10) 

fighting for Mumia's freedom. Yet they 
are squirming because it doesn't exactly 
jibe-to say the least-with the illusions 
they sow in the capitalist courts. Explain
ing the reluctant decision by "the move
ment" to put aside the call for a new 
trial, Steve Bloom writes in Solidarity's 
Against the Current (July/August 2001): 
"With the decision by Mumia and his 
attorneys to now put forward a clear 
alternative theory of events this choice to 
focus politically on the call for Mumia's 
unconditional release would seem to be 
even more of a political imperative." 

A "theory"? Bloom can't stomach the 
truth the new evidence illuminates: that 
lying "testimony," coercion of witnesses 
and fabricated "evidence" are standard 
operating procedure for the cops, prosecu
tors and courts, wielded with particular 
vengeance against those like Jamal who 
are seen as a challenge to the racist rul
ers. Even in the face of the new evi-

NOTICE 
The New York Spartacist League's 
public office hours have been 
indefinitely suspended, respecting a 
strike by cleaners who work in the 
building where the office is located. 
Please contact the NYSL at 
(212) 267-1025 if you are interested 
in meeting or picking up literature. 
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union, the latter manages to introduce a 
clause ... to prevent the company from hir
ing those workers it deems more produc
tive ... the company loses freedom of hir
ing and, further, it cannot maximize 
productivity." In an "open shop," the 
owner is free to hire scabs or demand 
"personal favors" in exchange for work. 
Now that Fox has unseated the PRI from 
power, he sees no advantage in this law 
that benefited the unions linked to the 
PRI. Other proposed "reforms" to the 
labor laws would do away with the right 
to strike and the eight-hour ,day. 

The pseudo-Trotskyist Internationalist 
Group (IG) recently published a polemic 
(in English in New York) against our 
defense of the closed shop, titled "ICL 
Supports Anti-Union Exclusion Clause in 
Mexico" (Internationalist, Summer 
2001). The IG claims that in Mexico "the 
legal exclusion clause was used to smash 
independent union organizing efforts and 
enforce the straitjacket of corporatist con
trol." If the IG were honest, they would 
support the Supreme Court ruling out
right! The fact that CTM union mislead
ers may purge reds and militants and 
carry out reactionary policies is not a rea
son to weaken the unions-it points to the 
need to fight for a genuine class-struggle 
leadership. Presumably the IG must 
believe that if the unions no longer have 
any control over who works in a plant, 
then there will be less victimization of 
leftists and militants by the capitalists and 
the state! This is manifestly ridiculous. 

Another group that calls itself Trot
skyist, the POS (Partido Obrero Social
ista), is present in Puebla. In reality, the 
POS promotes the most abject national
ism and breeds illusions in the non
existent "democratic" convictions of 
the squalid bourgeoisie. So, while they 
whine about the reactionary politics of 
Fox, they celebrate the election that 
put him in office as "the democratic revo
lution of the 2nd of July" (El Socialista, 
1-14 April). Showing what the Trot
skyist program means to them, the POS 
is immersed in a union front called 
"Vicente Lombardo Toledano," named 

. for an early leader of the CTM who was 
an accomplice in the Stalinist assassina
tion of Trotsky. Toledano was a national
ist supporter of every bourgeois presi
dent in turn, and an author of the union 
federation's corporatist ties to the PRM, 
predecessor of the PRI, which has kept a 

dence, Bloom continues to appeal to lib
erals who deny Mumia's innocence: "It 
remains necessary to continue mobilizing 
support from those for whom questions 
may remain about Mumia's guilt or inno
cence, but who are still willing to protest 
against the original farce of a trial and 
agree that his conviCtion should be set 
aside." 

Earlier, Guerry Hopderson, on behalf 
of the Freedom Socialist Party National 
Committee, issued a letter to Judge Yohn 
pleading: 

"Surely, the courts should have gone 
beyond the idea that the 'only good Red 
is a dead Red,' the mentality that gave 
rise to Sacco's and Vanzetti's executions 
and the persecution of Abu-Jamal. 
"I do not believe you have anything to 
lose and much to gain by holding an 
evidentiary hearing. At the very least 
you will regain an appearance of fairness 
in a case that has come to symbolize the 
racist, anti-radical abuses of America's 
court system." 

One would have to look hard to find a 
more chemically pure example of pros
tration before the bourgeois state. What 
America's rulers think of "reds" and all 
opponents of racist capitalism can be 
seen in the FBI's COINTELPRO program 
that murdered 38 Black Panthers; in the 
1979 massacre of five leftist union organ
izers in Greensboro, North Carolina by 
the Klan in collusion with the FBI; in 
the 1953 execution of Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg. 

The drive to execute Mumia throws 
into stark relief the machinery of capital
ist repression which is directed at any 

. perceived threat to a system based on the 

large portion of the working class tied to 
this bourgeois party. 

Just last year, VW fired 1,300 workers 
at its Uitenhage plant in South Africa 
after the plant's 4,000 workers went on 
strike. Volkswagen is now also trying to 
squeeze its workers in Germany, where it 
is headquartered. VW has offered to pro
duce a new car-and thus create 5,000 
new jobs-in Germany, but only if the 
union agrees to longer hours (up to 48 a 
week), less pay, no holiday 'pay for new 
workers and tying wages to productivity. 
All of this points to the opportunity and 
urgent necessity for coordinated strike 
action to cripple VW internationally. Our 
comrades of the Spartakist Workers Party, 
German section of the ICL, fight to win 
workers and youth to the revolutionary 
internationalist program of Trotskyism, in 
principled opposition to German imperi
alism and again~t the chauvinist mislead
ers of the proletariat. 

Unions in the American AFL-CIO fed
eration have issued vague statements of 
solidarity with the strikers in Puebla. 
What is needed is class-struggle solidar
ity in action-mobilize longshoremen 
and truckers to refuse to handle any scab 
VW products shipped across the border! 
This is obviously not the perspective 
of the AFL~CIO leadership. Though it 
sometimes pays lip service to immigrant 
rights, it pushes protectionism, lining 
American workers up with their own 
bourgeoisie rather than with their class 
brothers in Mexico and other countries. 
A gross display of chauvinism is seen 
with the Teamster bureaucrats' campaign 
against Mexican trucking. Not surpris
ingly, this has led to a resurgence of 
racist, anti-Mexican cartoons in U.S. 
newspapers. The AFL-CIO represen
tative in Mexico, Jeff Hermanson, is 
reported to "have confidence in Vicente 
Fox's government's posture of change" 
because he has yet to outlaw a strike by 
declaring it "nonexistent," as the govern
ment did to last year's VW strike. In fact, 
one of the first acts of Fox's government 
was to declare "nonexistent" the strike 
of 45,000 sugar workers organized in 
the CTM . 

Defeat Attacks on Labor, 
Leftists, Women! . 

Women make up most of the workforce 
in the border maquiladora zone, where 
they slave for miserable wages. With few 

exploitation of the many by the few, a 
class system which in the U.S. is rooted 
in the forcible subjugation of black peo
ple at the bottom of society. We seek to 
imbue the working class with an under
standing of not only the nature of the cap
italist state as a force for organized vio
lence against the exploited and oppressed, 
but also the unity Qf the interests of labor 
with the fight for black freedom in Amer
ica. To paraphrase Karl Marx, a slave who 

exceptions, the skilled jobs with slightly 
better pay are unavailable to women. 
While abortion was a topic of national 
debate last year, women remain without 
the right to decide whether or not to have 
children. Even laws allowing abortion in 
the case of rape are a dead letter. The vic
tory of the PAN, tightly linked to the anti
woman Catholic church, has led to an 
escalation of attacks on homosexuals. 
Several months ago, official signs exclud
ing gays were posted at pools in the state 
of Aguascalientes. More recently, the act
ing president of the Human Rights Com
mission of the state of Yucatan, Omar 
Ancona Capetillo, was quoted as saying 
that "those with AIDS should be held in 
quarantine" and "shot dead" if they try to 
leave. This despicable garbage puts wind 
in the sails of murderous bigots who are 
responsible for the high rate of murder of 
gay men in Mexico. Full democratic 
rights for homosexuals! For free abortion 
on demand! Equal pay for equal work! 
For women's liberation through socialist 
revolution! 

Machismo and other backward preju
dices were in evidence at the August 22 
march in Puebla. There was a lot of whis
tling and verbal harassment of the few 
women present and anti-gay epithets 
were used as insults against the bosses. 
While much of the left embraces such 
anti-woman and anti-gay bigotry, we 
argued that sexism and homophobia ben
efit the bourgeoisie by pitting different 
sectors of the oppressed against each 
other when they should be uniting against 
their common enemy. Some workers, 
who likely had never been confronted 
with these points, in the end apologized. 

As long as the working class shares 
the ideology of the bourgeoisie-nation
alism, sexism, anti-Semitism-it will be 
handicapped in any struggle against the 
bourgeoisie. The liberation of all those 
oppressed by capitalism requires the 
leadership of a Leninist party that bases 
itself on the power of the proletariat and 
is a true tribune of all the downtrodden. 
What the bourgeoisie fears is that all 
those in struggle-students, peasants, 
indigenous people, women-will unite 
behind the power of the working class 
and fight their com!11on enemy, the cap
italist class. Volkswagen workers can 
show the power of the proletariat to all 
those fighting against injustice. Spread 
the strike! Victory to VW workers!. 

understands that he is a slave and under
stands his relationship to the master is 
half free. The core question is who shall 
rule society: the capitalist exploiters or 
the multiracial working class, taking 
power through socialist revolution. 

Send urgently needed contributions 
for Mumia's legal defense, earmarked 
"Mumia Abu-Jamal," to: Humanitar
ian Law Project, 8124 W. 3rd Street, 
Suite 105, Los Angeles, CA 90048 .• 

Web site: www.icl-fi.org • E-mail address:vanguard@tiac.net 

National Office 
Box 1377 GPO, 

Los Angeles Oakland 

New York, NY 10116 
(212) 732-7860 

Boston 
Box 390840, Central Sta. 
Cambri~ge, MA 02139 
(617) 666-9453 

Chicago 
Box 6441, Main PO 
Chicago, IL 60680 
(312) 563-0441 

Box 29574, Los Feliz Sta. 
Los Angeles, CA 90029 
(213) 380-8239 
Public Office: 
Sat. 2-5 p.m. 
3806 Beverly Blvd., Room 215 

New York 
Box 3381 , Church St. Sta. 
New York, NY 10008 
(212) 267-1025 

Box 29497 
Oakland, CA 94604 
(510) 839-0851 
Public Office: 
Sat. 1-5 p.m. 
1634 Telegraph, 3rd Floor 

San Francisco 
Box 77494 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
(415) 395-9520 
Public Office: 
Tues. 6-8 p.m. 
564 Market St., Suite 718 

TROTSKYIST LEAGUE OF CANADA/UGUE TROTSKYSTE DU CANADA 

Toronto 
Box 7198, Station A 
Toronto, ON M5W 1X8 
(416) 593-4138 

Vancouver 
Box 2717, Main P.O. 
Vancouver, BC V68 3X2 
(604) 687-0353 

WORKERS VANGUARD 



Philippines ... 
(continued from page 5) 

the Stalinist Communist Party and the 
peasant-guerrilla Hukbalahap uprising. 
Sison's CPP, which emerged as a Maoist 
split from the older pro-Moscow Com
munist Party in 1968, is deeply wedded.to 
nationalist class collaborationism. The 
peasant-guerrilla insurgency carried out 
by the CPP's New People's Army (NPA) 
has waxed and waned over the years 
as overtures are made to each new bour
geois regime. While defying murderous 
state repression, such "armed struggle" 
is essentially a means to pressure the 
bourgeoisie. 

So while the CPP describes the Arroyo 
government as "a fundamentally reac
tionary regime in transition to power" 
(Ang Bayan, 3 February), the KMU 
and BAYAN publicly campaigned for 
Arroyo's People Power Coalition senato
rial ticket and in some ins:ances ran on 
local slates as Arroyo's people. A leaflet 
distributed in Australia by the Sisonite 
"Philippines Australia Union Link" group 
gave backhanded support to the brutal 
May Day crackdown in Manila, denounc
ing .the anti-Arroyo protest as a "right 
wing coup attempt." Their class treachery 
was evident last year when the Sisonites 
knifed the courageous strike of KMU
affiliated Light Rail Transit workers, 
mobilizing thousands instead to demon-

strate for a "Council of National Salva
tion and Unity" with Arroyo. 

With some leftists starting to question 
their abject servility to the bourgeois 
order, a number of reformist organiza
tions are covering themselves on their left 
flank. But while the PM and the SPP of 
former Lagman lieutenant Sonny Melen
cio distance themselves from the Sison
ites, their .actions belie their words. 

The criticism by Lagman's SAN
LAKAS of the Sisonites is captured iIi 
a poster based on the ·movie My Best 
Friend's Wedding, showing Arroyo and 
Sison as bride and groom with BAYAN 
leader Casino as ring-bearer. But the 
Lagmanites' "Third Way" is a complete 
fraud. their support to the capitalist order 
was illustrated by their calling on the 
chief justice of the Supreme Court to 
assume the presidency. The Lagmanite 
PM, as described by one of its spokesmen 
in a 12 February press statement, is an 
electoral party which seeks to pursue the 
struggle for reforms by placing union 
presidents in parliament and has run for 
election on a platform limited to high
er wages, low taxes and more benefits. 
Belying its militant rhetoric are resolu
tions passed at PM's founding conference 
expressing the Lagmanites' willingness 
to support Arroyo on the condition that 
she put "labor first" on the govern
ment's agenda. This trade-unionist pro
gram offers no revolutionary challenge 
to the bourgeois order but merely seeks 
reforms to make the conditions of wage 
slavery a little better for the working class. 

The SPP, which is associated with 
the ideas of the Australian Democratic 
Socialist Party (DSP), vocally opposed 
Arroyo's presidential ambitions while 
invoking the' "People Power" fraud. At 
various times last year it called for a 
"government of the poor" and a "Con
gress of the Masses" to represent the 
workers, urban poor, peasants, youth, 
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women and businessmen; for "People 
Power to force Erap out of office"; for a 
"People's Congress to unite all opposed 
to Erap." A 30 November 2000 SPP 
statement claimed that "Cuba is the 
example of a country run by people's 
power government." 

Characteristic of its opportunism, the 
SPP plunged into the KOMPILII move
ment, which is closely identified with the 
church, the Makati bourgeoisie and the 
rabidly anti-communist Philippine social 
democracy. Later, in an attempt to disso
ciate itself from such unsavory company,. 

"People Power I": 
U.S. lackey Cory 
Aquino with 
Cardinal Sin in 1986 
as imperialists 
pulLed plug on 
hated Marcos 
dictatorship. 

the SPP lashed up with fake leftists such 
as the KPD, Padayon, Kalayaan!, BISIG 
and Alab Katipunan in the nominally 
anti-Arroyo PARE coalition. At the same 
time, the SPP sent executive council 
member Rasti Delizo to.consort with the 
class enemy and religious reaction in a 
mass officiated by Cardinal Jaime Sin 
for the Arroyo camp. 

Arguing that the fragmentation of the 
left is an obstacle to revolutionary vic
tory, the SPP has sought unity with any
one so willing, including even a faction 
of the Cordillera People's Liberation 
Army, which now serves as an auxiliary 
force to the bourgeois military and de
mands its full integration into the armed 
forces of the bourgeois state. Consistent 
with the DSP's call in 1999 for Austra
lian troops to East Timor, the SPP has 
not called for. pulling out the Philippine 
troops there, including Special Forces 
who had been in Mindanao killing 

Army 
mobilization in 
Sulu province. 
Philippine rulers 
repeatedly 
unleash military 
terror against 
leftist guerrillas, 
Islamic 
insurgents. 

Muslims and the NPA. Tailing the impe
rialists' propaganda campaign over the 
Albanian Kosovars, in which the Kosovo 
Liberation Army' (KLA) was used as 
pawns in the U.S.INATO war against 
Serbia, a 25 March 1999 SPP state
ment (reprinted in Progresibo No.5, 
July/August 1998) called for "Arms for 
the KLA." 

Serving as cheerleaders for the Cas
troite bureaucracy in Havana, the SPP 
ignores the fact that the nationalist 
bureaucrats ruling Cuba are the main 
obstacle to revolutionary defense of the 
social gains of the Cuban Revolution. 
Meanwhile, the SPP program does not 
stand for the unconditional military 
defense of the Chinese and North Korean 
deformed workers states, which are tar
geted by U.S. and Japanese imperialism. 
These positions are two sides of the 
same coin. The former reflects the SPP's 
identification with "Third World" nation
alism, as represented by its parading of 
Che Guevara as an icon. The latter illus
trates the inability of the SPP to break 
with the interests of imperialism and the 
Philippine bourgeoisie, which see China 
as "the enemy." These are the logical 
results of·the SPP's program, which fos
ters illusions in their "own" bourgeois 
ruling class and in imperialism. Such a 
party cannot and will not be an instru
ment for proletarian victory in the Phil
ippines or anywhere else. 

Reforge the Fourth 
International! 

The Socialist Workers Movement 
(SKM), which emerged as a left split 
from the Lagmanite camp, claims to stand 
for the emancipation of the Philippine 
and international working class. These 
"Marxist-Leninists," who' have coura
geously withstood the brunt of state re
spression by the Estrada and Arroyo gov
ernments, argue that the working class 
shares no common interests with national 
capitalist protectionism and correctly 
identify Estrada, Aquino, Ramos & Co. as 
the class enemy. But bereft of a program 
for international proletarian revolution, 
the SKM resorts to abstract calls for "the 
socialist alternative." 

Unable to break with its Mensheviki 
Stalinist programmatic roots, the SKM 
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Drawing depicts atrocities by U.S. occupation forces in Philippines follOwing 
1898 Spanish-American War. 

advocates "democratic struggle for so
cialism" and "democratic transition under 
a socialist govemment"--dead giveaways 
of a schema of "two-stage revolution"
and has recently formed an "Alliance of 
Sectors for Alternative Transformation" 
headed by a Catholic priest to stand in 
the next election. The logical outcome 
of SKM's perspective can only be for a 
reformist workers party to run the bour
geois state on behalf of capitalism, not a 
workers state. established through social
ist revolution, such as that carried out 
by the Russian proletariat in October 
1917. 

Meanwhile, the Proletarian Revolu
tionary Movement (PRK), which emerged 
from the CPP in the early 1990s and 
claims to be the sole authentic "Marxist
Leninist" organization in the Philippines, 
recently dropped any reference to the 
October Revolution in its statements. 
Cloaked in the mantle of Philippine 
nationalism, the PRK upholds Andres 
Bonifacio and the Katipunan, which ini
tiated the war for independence against 
Spain in'1896, as the historic model of 
a "government of the masses with a pro
letarian president." And whiie the PRK 
polemicizes against the Sisonites' coali
tion with Arroyo and the Lagmanites' 
calls for a bourgeois transition govern
ment, it advised the working class to join 
the anti-Estrada protests, flatly stating in 
its publication Masang Anakpawis (30 
October 2000) that the proletariat is not 
yet prepared to seize power "except as a 
result of a process of continuous struggle 
that will take many years." 

The PRK's pessimism in the possibil
ity of victorious proletarian class strug
gle results .from buying into the myth 
that "communism is dead." By refusing 
to defend China, North Korea, Vietnam 
and Cuba, which the PRK characterizes 
as "state capitalist," an'd by cheering 
the "democratic" counterrevolutions that 
destroyed the Soviet Union arid the East 
European deformed workers states, the 
PRK capitulates to "democratic" impe
rialism and the Philippines' own anti
Communist bourgeoisie. 

Socialist revolution in the Philippines 
would be an enormous impetus to the 
struggle for proletarian political revolu
tion in China, where the working class 
has waged massive struggles in defense 
of their livelihoods against Beijing's pro
capitalist "market reforms." It would 
show the road forward for the working 
masses throughout Southeast Asia facing 
the ravages of the continuing economic 
crisis, which will only intensify with the 
developing world recession. 

The chief condition for any real strug
gle by the toiling masses against im
perialist SUbjugation and capitalist ex
ploitation and oppression is the class 
independence of the proletariat. The Phil
ippine proletariat must place itself at 
the head of the terribly exploited and op
pressed masses of peasants, urban poor, 
women and minorities in a struggle for 
socialist revolution against all wings of 
the capitalist class. crowning its victory 
with the establishment of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. What is required above 
all is the forging of a proletarian vanguard 
party rooted in proletarian international
ism and armed with the Trotskyist pro
gram of permanent revolution. It must be 
steeled in political combat against the 
myriad forms of nationalist class collab
orationism promoted by the Stalinist
dominated Philippine left. 

Socialist revolution in the backward 
Philippines would necessarily have to 
link up with the struggles of the working 
people in Indonesia, South Korea and 
elsewhere in the region-particularly in 
Japan, Asia's economic powerhouse

.and in the U.S. The millions-strong 
diaspora of Filipino workers around the 
world provides a living bridge between 
the class struggles in the archipelago and 
those in the Near East, North America 
and elsewhere. The International Com
munist League seeks to build Leninist 
vanguard parties as sections of a reforged 
Fourth International, the indisp~nsable 
instrument for leading new October Rev
olutions around the world .• 
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Genoa: Witchhunt Against Anarchists 
Serves Imperialist Rulers 

In the month since the murderous 
police attack on "anti-globalization" pro
testers in Genoa which left at least one 
demonstrator-23-year-old Carlo Giu
liani-dead, reports continue to emerge 
of the terror and torture inflicted by the 
cops. While almost all of the 300 arrested 
in Genoa in mid-July have finally been 
released, up to 15 protesters remain in 
prison, at least a dozen people are report
edly still missing, and some could wen 
have met the same fate as did Giuliani. 
Chillingly, the Italian press reported the 
finding of the. strangled corpse of a prom
inent woman trade-union leader, who was 
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active in the Genoa demonstrations, in a 
river near Padova. Meanwhile, those who 
were released face potentially serious 
criminal charges. Drop the charges 
against all arrested protesters! Free those 
imprisoned now! 

International 
protests one month 

after murderous 
cop rampage in 

. Genoa: Spartakist 
Workers Party 
contingent in 

Berlin, August 20; 
Trotskyist League 

addresses 
Vancouver rally, 

August 21. 

Spartakist Brian Seidman 

In the immediate aftermath of the 
police killing of Carlo Giuliani, the 
International Communist League issued 
an urgent call for "workers protest 
strikes in Italy and beyond against the 
bloody state repression." In contrast, the 
reformist and centrist "left" groups who 
long ago sold their political souls to the 
Social Democratic governments now rul
ing most of Europe provided their serv
ices to the capitalist state's vendetta 
against the Black Bloc anarchists. In 
Britain the Socialist Workers Party 
wrote: "There is now overwhelming evi-

dence that the Black Block was given 
free rein to do anything it wanted in 
Genoa" (Socialist Worker, 4 August). In 
France, ATTAC, the anti-globalization 
umbrella organization-which includes 
members of Alain Krivine's Ligue Com
muniste Revolutionnaire, French affiliate· 

of the United Secretariat-issued a July 
20 statement that criticized the Italian 
cops because "they deliberately closed 
their eyes to the preparation and arming 
of several hundred provocateur elements 
of the so-called Black Block." 

held in cities throughout Europe and else
where to honor and remember Carlo 
Giuliani. Among the 1,000 who demon
strated in Berlin was the Revolutionary 
Contingent organized by our comrades 
of the Spartakist Workers Party (SpAD), 

16 

On August 20, demonstrations were continued on page 8 

Carlo's Way. 
The recent police shooting of 23-year-old Carlo 

Giuliani in the riotous streets of Genoa has sent shock 
waves around the globe. 

Giuliani, son of a Rome labor leader, was one of 
tens of thousands of anti-globalist demonstrators who 
fell on the latest place where politicians and corporate 
representatives gathered to insure their continued 
dominance of the world's economy. Carlo was part of 
a growing movement, uniting the youth of many so
called first world countries with the aspirations of 
many in the so-called third world. It was this move
ment that shook Seattle, and made the anagram, WTO, 
known throughout the earth. 

For opposing the rule of capital, for opposing the 
Empire of Wealth, Carlo Giuliani was shot by the hit
men of capital, and, as if this were not enough, a police 
vehicle rolled over his prone, wounded body. 

With the brutal state slaughter of Carlo Giuliani, 
the message goes forth that anti-globalism is a capital 
crime. This is but the latest escalation by the armed 
forces of capital, which has utilized increasing levels 
of state violence to intimidate the swelling hordes of 
anti-globalists. 

The blood on the asphalt of Genoa did not begin 
when a cop pointed his semi-automatic into the face 
of a masked Roman anarchist. The blood of Genoa 
flows from the streets of G6teborg, in Sweden, when 

the European Union was holding its summit meeting. 
There, police fired live rounds at protestors, wound
ing three, one seriously. 

Now, an anarchist, anti-globalist lies dead. 
As soon as the news hit the wire, came the words 

of the Irish playwright, George Bernard Shaw, who 
once quipped, "Anarchism is a game at which the 
police can beat you." Shaw, an ardent socialist, would 
perhaps amend his comments in light of recent events 
(if he could). 

What is most telling is how the representatives of 
the state and their propaganda arm, the media, have 
reacted to this vicious tragedy. 

While politicians uniformly spo~e with forked 
tongues about the "tragedy," not a single syllable was 
uttered in criticism of the police, was it? 

For the media, however, a different game was 
played. In virtually every report, the coverage told of 
violent protestors-and suggested that they were unin
formed, or simply stupid for daring to care about the 
poor in Africa, Asia or Latin America. Examine their 
biased, corporate-centered coverage, and ask yourself 
one, simple question: 

What would they have written if a Genoan cop 
had been shot, and run over with a Land Rover driven 
by anarchists? Every corporate outlet would've blared 
about how "vicious" and "violent" the anti-globalist 

"terrorists" were. Of this there is no question! 
Instead, a muted silence. 
Silence, when the terrorists are the cops. 
Silence, when the killers are the cops. 
Silence, when the hitmen for the corporations 

act out. 
You hear the fractured lectures of politicians talk

ing about "assaults on Jhe democratic process," and 
the like. 

Yet, how democratic is the G-8 (Group of 8)? 
This group, which is self-selected, is seven of the 

wealthiest nations on earth (plus Russia). 
If there are about 193 nations in the world, what's 

"democratic" about 4 percent of that number mak
ing all of the rules governing the rest of the world's 
economy? 

Look at it another way: The G-8 consists of rep
resentatives for Canada, Japan, Germany, France, 
Italy, the United Kingdom, the United States-and 
Russia. If you were to count all of the people in each 
nation, and add them up, you'd come up with around 
824 million people. That's a lot of folks. 

But there are 6,000,000,000+ people on earth! 
How can 14 percent of the world's popUlation set 

down the rules for 86 percent of the rest of the people 
of the world? 

Carlo Giuliani wasn't "assaulting the democratic 
process." He was protesting a profoundly anti~demo
cratic process. 

He was fighting on behalf of most of the people 
in the world. 
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