


























Torture, Inc....

(continued from page 1)

i.e., popular opposition to foreign mili-
tary adventures as a result of the humili-
ating defeat of the U.S. in Southeast Asia
three decades ago. But Iraq is not Viet-
nam and the Vietnam War was not
merely. horror inflicted by U.S. imperial-
ism. The U.S. was defeated in a social
revolution by the heroic Vietnamese,
whose struggle freed their country from
the yoke of imperialist subjugation and
capitalist exploitation.

Now a welter of politicians, Republi-
cans and Democrats alike, howl about
who is “losing Iraq,” as the dread words

“swamp” and “quagmire” are resurrected

in New York Times editorials. Demo-
cratic presidential candidate John Kerry,
who previously acknowledged that atroc-
ities were committed by U.S. forces dur-
ing the Vietnam War, now hopes to back-
pedal his way to the White House,
whitewashing U.S. war crimes in South-
east Asia and pledging to up the number
of American troops in active service.

Especially in the U.S., the pictures of
sexual abuse have done real damage te
the Bush administration because its core
constituency is the Christian right. These
are the same people who pushed the
Meese Commission in 1986 against por-
nography during the Reagan/Bush Sr.
administration and tried to -bring down
Clinton with a “sex scandal.” Now they’re
shocked that they re confronted with pho-
tos on the nightly news and in every tab-
loid of a young white woman soldier from
West Virginia behaving like an actress in
an S&M porno film.

While the sexual psychosis and
breathtaking hypocrisy of this lot tempts
one to dismiss the religious fundamental-
ists as kooks, they are deadly serious and
their views have impact on the world.
An estimated 15-18 percent of U.S. vot-
ers belong to Christian fundamentalist
churches. as does Attorney General John
Ashcroft and other powerful political fig-
ures. The intersection of religion and
policy is driven not least by the funda-
mentalists” desire to hasten the second
coming of Christ. There is a convergence
between the Christian right and the pro-
Zionist neocons on U.S. policy in the
Near East, for different purposes.

Influential sections of the American
ruling class—e.g., the New York Times—
are now calling for the firing of Pentagon
chief Donald Rumsfeld for bearing ulti-
mate responsibility for the crimes in Abu
Ghraib. Bush dressed down Rumsfeld,
not because of torture in the Iraqi prison,
which there had been reports of for a full
year, but only because he didn’t know
there was photographic evidence. In his
testimony before the House and Senate,
Rumsfeld stated that the worst is yet to
come. The axing of Rumsfeld, despite
Bush’s pledge to “stand by his man,”
could happen but would in no way
change the U.S. policy of mass murder
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American soldier Lynndie England humiliates and abuses prisoner in Abu Ghraib prison. Torture is U.S. policy,
directed from the highest level. Right: Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld tours Abu Ghraib with Brig. Gen. Janis

Karpinski, head of Military Police brigade in charge of prison, September 2003.

and torture in Iraq. There will be no jus-
tice served until all the war criminals and
commanders, from Bush and the Penta-
gon chiefs to their underlings as well as
their Democratic Party counterparts, are
swept from power through a proletarian
socialist revolution.

U.S. “War on Terror”
Targets Everyone

By now the whole world has seen the
photographs of naked, hooded, sexually
abused detainees, subjected to practices
that purposefully violate the deepest
taboos of Muslim society. With great
bravery, former prisoners are now speak-
ing out, despite the great shame they
experienced. “Then the interpreter told
us to strip,” one man told the New York
Times (5 May) about his ordeal. “We told
him: “You are Egyptian, and you are a
Muslim. You know that as Muslims we
can’t do that” When we refused to take
off our clothes, they beat us and tore our
clothes off with a blade.”

After Seymour Hersh in the New
Yorker (10 May) and CBS-TV’s 60 Min-
utes Il blew the lid off the atrocities in
late April (though CBS suppressed the
news for two weeks at the direct request
of the Pentagon), an early March 53-page

“secret” report on a military investigation

of Abu Ghraib by Major General Antonio
M. Taguba, “Article 15-6 Investigation of
the 800th Military Police Brigade,”
finally hit the Internet on May 5 (avail-
able on National Public Radio’s Web site
npr.org, among others). It offers chill-
ingly matter-of-fact details on the gen-
eral’s findings: “That between October
and December 2003, at the Abu Ghraib
Confinement Facility (BCCF), numerous
incidents of sadistic, blatant, and wanton
criminal abuses were inflicted on several
detainees.” The report also stated that
prisoners were brought to Abu Ghraib by
“Other Government Agencies (OGAs)
without accounting for them, knowing
their identities, or even the reason for
their detention.” They were called “ghost
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Philadelphia cops strip search Black Panthers in the streets during 1970 raid.
The domestic face of U.S. imperialism is state terror against blacks, labor, left

and minorities.
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detainees,” who at one point “were
moved around the facility to hide them
from a visiting International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) survey team.”

While the scandal has now become a
major political issue internationally and
domestically, in reality the torture and
other crimes committed by U.S. and
allied forces, first in Afghanistan and now
in Iraq, have long been public knowledge
and we have consistently reported on it in
Workers Vanguard.- As we go to press,
more stories and reports of abuse and kill-
ings by U.S. forces around the globe,
including possible CIA killings, from
Afghanistan and Guantanamo and Iraq to
detention centers here in the U.S., are
beginning to pour out, from former pris-
oners and their families, from the Red
Cross, from “human rights” agencies. It’s
clear what is so far known is only the sur-
face of a cesspool of consciously inflicted
human misery. The U.S. has a policy of
deporting prisoners to death, presumably
preceded by torture, to countries such as
Syria, Israel, Pakistan, Egypt and Yemen.
In his 2003 State of the Union address,
Bush made a chilling joke of it all. “Let’s
put it this way: They are no longer a prob-
lem for the United States.”

The new “privatized” army of mercen-
aries comprises experienced CIA and
Army thugs. CACI International is a CIA-
connected “contractor” for prisoner inter-
rogation and counterintelligence impli-
cated in the Abu Ghraib scandal. Vance
International, which provides security
and guards for the U.S. in Iraq, has often
been unleashed against striking labor on
the home front. They terrorized and beat
strikers and their families in the Pittston
miners strike in 1993, the Caterpillar
strike in 1994, and fractured a striker’s
skull in the 1995 Detroit newspaper
strike. The New Yorker (3 May) reported

that Paul Bremer’s “Counselor for Iraqi .

Security Forces,” James Steele, who
trained Iraqi cops last summer to “deal
with terrorists,” is a veteran Reagan-era
military adviser to the El Salvador
regime’s anti-FMLN death squads, who
was involved with Oliver North’s arms-
to-the-Contras operation in Nicaragua,
and was in Panama training cops when
the U.S. invaded in 1989. The new mili-
tary overseer of U.S. prisons in Iraq is the
sinister former commander of the extra-
legal, Guantdnamo Bay concentration
camp, Major General Geoffrey Miller.
The hideous consequences of the Bush
administration’s unprecedented assault
on civil rights at home and murderous
slaughter abroad are now becoming clear
for all to see. A recent lawsuit against
John Ashcroft’s Justice Department
by two tortured Muslim men, picked up
after September 11, asserts they were
repeatedly strip-searched, shackled and
slammed against walls and sexually
assaulted in the Brooklyn detention cen-
ter. We have fought to mobilize labor and
its allies against the war in Iraq and
against domestic terror against immi-
grants, in protests and rallies across the
country. We have opposed the extralegal
detention measures from the beginning
of the massive post-September 11, 2001
“war on terror” assault. In an amicus brief

filed by the SL and Partisan Defense
Committee on behalf of Jose Padilla, a
U.S. citizen imprisoned in a military brig,
we stated that the president’s power to
declare a citizen an “enemy combatant”
is consonant with the rationale of a police
state. “Stripped of legalese, what the
President asserts is nothing less than the
right to disappear citizens.”

Capitalism and the
Atrocities of War

Capitalist society was born in blood;
modern imperialism continues the brutal
practices of mass murder, torture and
humiliation that accompany exploitation
of labor and the ceaseless struggle be-
tween competing imperialist forces to
dominate the world. From the Belgian
Congo killing fields of King Leopold
and the massacres in the Philippines by
U.S. troops in the early days of its impe-
rialist expansion to the first concentra-
tion camps, created by the Spanish in
Cuba and a ligle later used by the British
in South Africa in the Boer War, to Japa-
nese imperialist atrocities in China and
Nazi Germany’s Holocaust, imperialism
has created a world in constant, cruel
convulsions.

After World War 11, the U.S. inherited
the tattered British and French imperial
mantle in the Near East, to lord over what
the poet laureate of British imperialism,
Rudyard Kipling, had earlier demeaned
as “lesser breeds.”” Britain today, its
forces in Iraq accused of brutality and
killing scandals, keeps up in a reduced
way its own torture arsenal, honed mainly
in Northern Ireland, where the infamous
Long Kesh wire cages and torture cham-
bers were employed against Irish Repub-
lican militants. As for France, Le Monde
(4 May) snottily front-paged a cartoon of
an American boot crushing a man’s face
in the dirt, with the caption “Repeat after
me: DE-MO-CRA-CY!” Yet the French
ruling class, former colonial occupiers of
Vietnam (whose defeat at Dien Bien Phu
occurred 50 years ago on May 7), has its
own horrible history, not only in Vietnam
but in Algeria, where revelations of mass
torture and murder still haunt. And the
French state metes out police terror daily
to the large North African population in
France itself.

Some apologists for the U.S. may use
this history to claim, “Well, everyone
does it, it’s just human nature.” No, it is
not human nature, it is imperialist and
neocolonialist policy. It’s true that Abu
Ghraib itself was the dictator Saddam
Hussein’s own prison where opponents
of Hussein were brutalized. Uganda’s 1di
Amin, Haiti’s “Papa Doc” Duvalier, El
Salvador’s “Blowtorch Bob” D’ Aubuis-
son (so named for his favorite interroga-
tion device)—these names still have the
power to shock, and they all were taught
by their imperialist masters. For decades
the CIA and U.S. military have trained
right-wing regimes, especially in Latin
America, in the techniques of torture to
be used mainly against working-class
militants and leftist organizers. Atrocities
by capitalist and neocolonial regimes
around the world abound; one example
we highlighted is the arrest, imprison-
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ment and torture of homosexuals in
Egypt’s prisons—see “Protest Anti-Gay
Persecution in Egypt!” (WV No. 801, 11
April 2003).

But in fact “everyone” does not
employ such barbaric methods. We com-
munists denounce imperialist torture and
murder as barbaric weapons of exploita-
tion. Our goal is the liberation of the
working class and all the oppressed from
enforced inequality and exploitation, and
we repudiate such methods. Communist
military policy seeks to unite working-
class and oppressed people across na-
tional boundaries, while crushing the rul-
ing classes who drive their populations
into war against each other. Marxism, a
working-class, international and revolu-
tionary political force, had its highest
expression in practice so far in the
Bolshevik Revolution of 1917. The his-
torical experience of Trotsky’s Red Army
under conditions of civil war and imperi-
alist invasion is a stunning refutation that
torture and other atrocities are endemic
to all armies.

In 1920 the army of capitalist Poland
under the nationalist strongman Jozef
Pilsudski, backed by Western imperial-
ism, invaded the Soviet Ukraine. Cap-
tured Red Army men were routinely tor-
tured before being killed. As the Red
Army launched a successful counter-
offensive, Leon Trotsky, head of the Red
Army, issued an order on 10 May 1920:

“From all sectors of the Western and
South-Western fronts come reports of
unheard-of atrocities committed by Po-

lish White Guard forces upon captured
and wounded Red Army men. They are
tortured, beaten, shot and hanged....
These facts arouse justified fury and
desire for vengeance in the heart of every
warrior. Such vengeance is just. But it
must be aimed at those who are really
responsible for the dishonourable attack
and the brutal atrocities—at Pilsudski’s
Government, at the Polish gentry and the
Polish bourgeoisie. It would, however,
be wrong and unworthy of revolutionary
fighters to take vengeance on Polish
prisoners. No, the Red Army will show
magnanimity towards a captured and
wounded enemy.
“To a captured Polish Legionary, be
he peasant or worker, we shall explain
the criminality of his ruling classes. We
shall enlighten his mind and make of
him our best friend and cothinker, just
as we did with our German, Austrian,
Hungarian, Kolchakite, Denikinite [Rus-
sian White Army] and other prisoners-
of-war.”
— The Military Writings and
Speeches of Leon Trotsky, Vol. 3
(New Park Publications, 1981)

Of course, some atrocities did occur
on the Red Army side, as the writer
Isaac Babel who rode with the “Red
Cavalry” in the 1920 Poland campaign
exposed. In his story, Argamak, Babel
recounts: “The Cossack Tikhomolov had
killed two captured officers without
authorization.... Squadron Commander
Baulin came up with a punishment much
harsher than anything the tribunal could
have inflicted—he “took Tikhomolov’s
stallion Argamak away from him, and
sent Tikhomolov off to the transport
carts.”
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March 2002: Spartacist contingent at Brooklyn protest against detention of

immigrants in wake of September 11.

To do away with imperialist war, it is
necessary to put an end to the capitalist
system that breeds war. While all eyes
are turned to the crimes committed by
U.S. imperialism in Iraq, it is also neces-
sary to bring sharply .into focus the
developing crime at home: anger and
revulsion with the Iraq war is channeled
by the trade-union officialdom and even
ostensible socialists into the “anybody
but Bush” campaign to put the Demo-
crats back in power. This is a recipe to

keep the system running as it does—a
system based on exploitatign of labor, a
system propped up by racial oppression,
a system which breeds wars of conquest
for the capitalist market irrespective of
which bourgeois party rules. Our pur-
pose is to forge the multiracial revolu-
tionary workers party that will sweep the
bloody capitalist class from power and
put the wealth of this country into the
hands of the workers who create it and to
the service of humanity.m

Truckers...

(continued from page 12)

Union-Tribune, 6 May).

The situation cries out for a union
organizing drive. The bosses claim that
the truckers’ status as “owner-operators”
mwﬁfzation illegal, but labor has
“always made gains through hard class
struggle, in defiance of the bosses’ laws.

The longshore union leaders tell their

members that the truckers don’t want to
be in unions: Yet a South Asian trucker
in Oakland expressed the sentiment that
we found everywhere, “If a union official
came to organize us, at least 98 percent
of the workforce would say yes.” Port
truckers in L.A. have fought hard on four
separate occasions over the past two
decades to unionize (see “Victory to L.A.
Port Truckers!” WV No. 645, 10 May
1996). The unionization of port truckers,
no matter which union carried it out,
would forge working-class solidarity
on the docks between longshoremen
and truckers and tend to break through
the divisions between immigrant and
American-born, between black and white,
young and old. The truckers also need a
union hiring hall that ensures the equita-
ble distribution of work and a standard-
ized pay rate.

The Teamsters and International Long-
shore and Warehouse Union (ILWU),
along with the International Longshore-
men’s Association (ILA) on the East
Coast, announced an alliance in Decem-
ber 2001 to make the ports “100 percent
union,” but none of these unions has
made a real effort to organize the truck-
ers. Quite the opposite. The Teamsters
rushed to disassociate themselves from
the militant tactics of the truckers, telling
the American Shipper (28 April), “We
are not going to lend our name to some-
thing unless we have control over the
agenda,” and instead presented a resolu-
tion to the Port Authority calling for
“fair and equitable fuel price surcharges.”
A few Teamsters bureaucrats came out
to the rallies while Teamster-organized
“SeaLogix” truckers were seen working
during the strike in and - around the
Maersk/Sealand terminal in Oakland. So
much for class solidarity! But then this
comes as no surprise from a bureaucracy
that has run a protectionist and chauvin-
ist campaign against allowing Mexican
truckers to enter the United States.

The leadership of the ILWU, whose
members work closely with the port
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truckers on a daily basis, is no better.
The dispatch tape of the San Francisco
Bay Area ILWU local requested that
longshoremen go directly to their job
locations so as to avoid running into the
truckers’ protest, noting that the compa-
nies had already been informed! The
ILWU leadership, which is fond ‘of dis-
playing the labor slogan “an injury to
one is an injury to all,” should have
instructed its members to honor the port
truckers’ action. ‘

Organizing the port truckers would
greatly strengthen the ILWU, whose
future is threatened by its increasing iso-
lation and vulnerability as a small, skilled
workforce. Even today, without being
organized, the power the port truckers
hold was clearly demonstrated in the
effect its week-long action had on the
Port of Oakland, the fourth-busiest port
in the country: Union Pacific had to
reroute its freight away from Northern
California, while the NUMMI auto plant
threatened to shut down manufacturing.
ILWU backing for an organizing drive is
crucial for the port truckers, just as the
port truckers can make or break any
attempt by longshoremen to shut down
the docks.

Instead, the ILWU bureaucrats have
sided with the anti-labor, anti-immigrant
and anti-black “war on terror” against the
overwhelmingly minority port truckers.
In November 2002 when Congress passed
and Bush signed the Maritime Security
Act—which threatens the jobs of all
port workers, especially immigrants—the
ILWU bureaucrats signed on to the gov-
ernment’s “security” witchhunt, offering
up their members to help police the ports,
while ILWU International president James
Spinosa vituperated against “unknown
truck drivers” being “allowed free access
to our work environment.”

A hand-written sign prominent at a
rally at Banning Park outside Long Beach
on April 30 said “No War”; in Oakland,
almost every trucker strongly opposed the
occupation of Iraq. The truckers we spoke
to took a lively interest in broader politi-
cal questions, from the five-month gro-
cery strike in Southern California to our
defense of the Cuban Revolution. Immi-
grant workers have brought with them
traditions of class struggle and left>wing
political views so vitally needed in the
more politically backward American
union movement.

The workplace remains the one place
in this country that is integrated. Truck-
ers in L.A. are largely Latinos, while in

Qakland there are also South Asians,
Africans, Arabs, Iranians and Filipinos.
In the absence of a union, ethnic divi-
sions are often accentuated. Truckers
have been targets of anti-immigrant chau-
vinism, while sometimes exhibiting big-
otry toward blacks. But as one comrade
remarked about the Oakland protest,
“There was an effort by each ethnic
group of truckers to reach out to the oth-
ers in the speeches and in general; they
kept stressing that they have to be fully
united to win. It was a concrete expres-
sion of how class action works to tear
down ethnic and racial divisions.”

To ensure such unity of the working
class and its ability to use its potential
social power requires a political struggle
within the unions for a class-struggle
leadership that would fight against the
racial oppression of blacks and for the
rights of women, as well as against anti-
immigrant bigotry. What the current Team-
sters, ILWU and ILA misleaderships have
in. common is a pro-capitalist outiook.
Their belief in collaboration with the
workers’ class enemy was nicely summed
up by Ron Carver, assistant director to the
Teamsters’ port division: “We have a his-
tory of advocating for our employers”
(Journal of Commerce, 15 March).

An important lesson was learned in

Oakland on 9 February 2002, when the
Partisan Defense Committee, the Labor
Black League for Social Defense and the
revolutionary Spartacist League initiated
and built the first demonstration against
the attacks on immigrants and in opposi-
tion to the Maritime Security Act pushed
by the capitalists (both Democrats and
Republicans) in the aftermath of Septem-
ber 11. The protest was actively built
by ILWU Local 10 and by the SF Day
Laborers. To organize it, we had to have
a political fight against the [LWU Interna-
tional bureaucracy’s attempt to sacrifice
the port truckers on the altar of “national
security.” That day, we mobilized the
power of labor independent from the cap-
italist parties and illustrated on a small
scale what a revolutionary workers party
would do—mobilize all the oppressed in
a united struggle for workers power.
Port truckers are asking for those who
support their work action to come out
for the court date for the three arrested
on April 30 in L.A. The hearing is cur-
rently scheduled for June 23 at 8:30
a.m. at the Superior Court, 214 South
Fetterly Avenue in East Los Angeles.
The arrested truckers also request that
protest letters be sent to: Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger, State Capitol

Building, Sacramento, CA 95814.m

-

Boston

Box 390840, Central Sta.
Cambridge, MA 02139
(617) 666-9453

Chicago

Box 6441, Main PO
Chicago, IL 60680
(312) 563-0441

Web site: www.icl-fi.org * E-mail address: vanguard@tiac.net
National Office: Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116 (212) 732-7860

Los Angeles

Box 29574, Los Feliz Sta.
Los Angeles, CA 90029
(213) 380-8239

Public Office: Sat. 2-5 p.m.
3806 Beverly Blvd.,, Room 215

New York
Box 3381, Church St. Sta.

~

Oakland

Box 29497
Oakland, CA 94604
(510) 839-0851

Public Office:
Sat. 1-5 p.m.
1834 Telegraph
3rd Floor

Box 7198, Station A
Toronto, ON M5W 1X8
(416) 593-4138

Public Office: New York, NY 10008 San Francisco
Sat. 2-5 p.m. (212) 267-1025 Box 77494
222 S. Morgan Public Office: San Francisco .
(Buzzer 23) Sat. 1-4 p.m. . CA 94107
299 Broadway, Suite 318
. SUE OF CANADA/LIGUE TROTSKYSTE DU CAN
Toronto Vancouver

Box 2717, Main PO.
Vancouver, BC V6B 3X2
(604) 687-0353 )
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Reinstate TWU Local 100

Shop Chairman Carlos Blackman!

Down With New York City Transit’s
“Workplace Violence” Witchhunt!

NEW YORK—On April 21, scores of
Transport Workers Union (TWU) mem-
bers rallied outside of the 240th St. sub-
way car maintenance shop to protest the
suspension of union shop chairman Car-
los Blackman, a staunch fighter against
abusive speedup and -unsafe working
conditions. In an ominous “workplace
violence” frame-up, Blackman was sus-
pended on March 8 because a supervisor

claimed that he had heard Blackman dis- .

cuss the February 27 shooting death of
two supervisors at Coney Island Subway
Yard. As Blackman told the Chief-
Leader (30 April): “He says he over-
heard me saying to another worker that 1
was sorry for what happened to the two
supervisors, but they deserved it for [fir-
ing] the worker charged with shooting
them. That never happened.” Blackman
added that a second Local 100 member
can back up his account. We say: Drop
the frame-up charges against TWU shop
chairman Carlos Blackman! Reinstate
him now with full back pay and his
record wiped clean!

Blackman sticks up for the workers and
that’s why the NYC Transit (NYCT)
bosses want to get rid of him. Six months
ago, Blackman temporarily halted unsafe
repair work in the shop when fluid was
leaking from one of the hydraulic jacks
holding up an 80,000-pound subway car.
Four years ago, Blackman stood up against
the 240th St. bosses’ racist attempts to
suspend or fire an entire crew of 18 clean-
ers, and he is still a party in a federal dis-
crimination lawsuit against NYCT man-
agement at the dilapidated century-old
repair shop. If they succeed in firing an
elected shop chairman for nothing at all,
then they will run roughshod over the

Bryan/TWU Local 100

Carlos Blackman (center) with union brothers at Bronx support rally.

entire Local 100 membership by targeting
every union militant on the pretext of
“workplace violence” against the com-
pany! All this takes place in the context
of the capitalist rulers’ “war on terror,”
which is actually a war on immigrants,
blacks and unions.

In a March 11 memo.included with

every worker’s paycheck, NYCT presi-

dent Larry Reuter states, “There is no rea-
son for and there will be no tolerance of
harassment, intimidation, threats or bul-
lying by anyone. Individuals who conduct
themselves in such a manner will be

banned from the property and dismissed
from service”” Workers at a pay line
showed Workers Vanguard salesmen the
memo and complained, “Now, you can’t
even look at a foreman sideways or raise
your voice without the threat of being
fired.” Reuter’s “zero tolerance” is aimed
exclusively at workers and the union.
Supervisors who regularly hurl insults,
including racist and anti-immigrant slurs,
and demonstrate gross disregard for work-
place safety and health go untouched
every day of the week. The point of this
harassment and intimidation is NYCT’s

OAKLAND, May 10—The truck drivers
who transfer containers in and out of the
busy Port of Oakland stopped work for
one week, cutting the movement of con-
tainers by as much as 90 percent and
leaving cargo piled up on the docks.
Protesting the price of diesel fuel which
has skyrocketed while load rates have
remained unchanged, the Oakland port
truckers are part of a growing national
movement of truckers who vow to hold
further protests and stop-work actions
until they gain more pay per load. Truck-
ers at Union Pacific’s Lathrop rail facility
near Stockton, California also stopped
work for over a week; a two-day stop-
work action took place in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia on May 6 and 7. Further actions are
projected for other ports across the coun-
try and in Canada.

Hundreds of truckers in Los Angeles
and Long Beach staged protests on April
30. Three truckers parked their rigs on
Highway 5, delaying the morning com-
mute by thrée hours, while others slowed
traffic to five miles per hour on the Har-
bor (110) Freeway, with a banner reading
“The Rich Keep Getting Richer & the
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Poor Keep Getting Poorer.” According to
National Lawyers Guild attorney Jim
De Maegt, at least three Latino port
truckers in L.A. were arrested on misde-
meanor charges. A picketer and a trucker
face charges of battery and inciting to
riot for attempting to stop a truck in
Lathrop; four were arrested in Oakiand
on various trumped-up assault and van-
dalism charges. We demand that all
charges be dropped now!

In the Port of Oakland, a group of 300
very loud and determined truckers rallied
daily last week in front of the APL termi-
nal and roving pickets marched to each
gate, trying to stop trucks from getting in
or out of the berths. The Port bosses ini-
tially tried to head off the work action by
setting up a commission “to hear truck-
ers’ complaints.” When that was rejected,
the Port convened a meeting where some
companies agreed to raise rates. But as a
representative of the truckérs told the San
Francisco Chronicle (8 May), “You can’t
have half the truckers go back to work
and let the others hang.” Finally the Port
got a court order on May 7 barring the
protests from the terminal gates. Though

truckers have now returned to work, they
are still boycotting four trucking compa-
nies that refused to increase fuel sur-
charges and are vowing to strike again
next month if promised rate increases do
not materialize. '

Those who service the ports up and
down the West Coast are mostly short-
haul drivers who must buy their own rigs
and pay all associated expenses such as
registration, fuel, insurance and main-
tenance costs in order to work. Port
truckers were once organized and paid
union wages. With the deregulation of
the trucking industry in the early *80s,
combined with the general assault on

drive for intensified production.

Just weeks ago, WV salesmen were
told that a subway superintendent at the
Coney Island Overhaul Shop harangued
an assembly of mostly immigrant work-
ers with the diktat, “No English, no over-
time.” Muslim women bus drivers at
Brooklyn’s Flatbush Depot have been
disciplined and pulled from public ser-
vice and their routes for wearing their
Islamic headscarves. A few years ago, a
black worker at the East New York bus
maintenance shop had to fight for his job
after standing up to the physical assault
and racist slurs of a boss who (like all
the others) was never “banned from the
property and dismissed from service.”
The bosses’ racism and anti-immigrant
bigotry is designed to perpetuate divi-
sions within the workforce to prevent the
necessary working-class unity to counter
their attacks. This is what the heavily
black TWU workers describe as NYCT
“plantation justice.”

The fight against the victimization of
Carlos Blackman is a necessary struggle
that TWU Local 100 must wage against
the NYCT’s dangerous anti-union drive
about “workplace violence.” As we wrote
in ““Workplace Violence’ Witchhunt Tar-
gets Unions, Minorities” (WV N0:695, 28
August 1998): -

“The bourgeoisic’s manufactured hysteria
about an ‘epidemic’ of ‘workplace vio-
lence’ serves to promote one of the most
threatening new weapons of the-capital-
ist employers against-militants, minor-
ity workers and the very foundations of
union organization. Anyone tagged as
‘potentially violent’ can be stripped of
rights and treated as a criminal. The pro-
grams typically bypass union contract
protections against arbitrary company

continued on page 9
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Wilmington, California, April 30: Hundreds of port truckers protest
rising fuel costs and demand higher pay per load.

labor in the U.S., the port truckers now
are paid by the load, often having to wait
hours at terminal gates, and work 15-18
hours a day, with no union protection
against the big shipping and hauling
companies. As one trucker in Virginia
expressed it during the Norfolk work
action: “It’s a slow death. We can’t
afford to shut down, but we can’t afford
to continue to run, either.” She said she
“earned” $76,000 last year but was left
with just $15,000 after deducting her
expenses. “I have no medical, I have no
savings, I have no retirement, I have no
dental. I can’t do it anymore” (San Diego

continued on page 11
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