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We reprint below an article from Spartacist South Africa No.4 (Spring/Summer
2004). newspaper of the South African
section of the International Communist
League.
The bourgeois nationalist African
National Congress (ANC)-Ied Tripartite
Alliance is celebrating" I 0 years of democracy" and heralding a rollout of antiretroviral (ARV) drugs to people with
AIDS. Behind the hypejs the same criminal obstruction of treatment and rejection
of science ttrat has plagued official HIV/
AIDS policy from the outset. The brutal
reality of South Africa is the convergence
of HIV-denial with the capitalist profit
system. Still. whatever ARV drugs are
distributed is welcome because some
lives will be saved, prolonged and improved' in quality-no' small thing to
those living with HIV/AIDS.
The development of ARV treatments
has transformed lives across the globe. Yet
[President Thabol Mbeki and the ANC
tops have led a cruel and ideologically
reactionary campaign against these treatments that has crippled the implementation of ARV therapy such as would be possible even within a capitalist framework.
This has meant an acceleration of the epidemic in South Africa. The deaths of at
least a thousand people a day can be laid
at the feet of the ANC mass murderers.
Fighting the HIV/ AIDS pandemic
requires a mobilisation of society and all
of its scientific and medical resources.
But extreme social inequality and unequal access to medical care are the
reality under capitalism. Uganda, India
or Brazil are all countries of massive
destitution where diseases that are routinely treated in advanced industrial
countries are still fatal. Even the most
"rational" AIDS policy in such circumstances still entails a death sentence
for untold numbers of people. In South
Africa, the Milpark Hospital casualty unit
in a wealthy Johannesburg suburb and the
same facility in Baragwanath hospital
near Soweto are in two entirely different
worlds. We say: Open the private hospitals! For free, quality health care for all!
The powerful South African working
class must take up the fight against
this neo-apartheid government for ARVs.
COSATU, NACTU, FEDUSA and other
union federations should agitate on behalf
of their members and all of the afflicted
for lifesaving therapies to be made available to all, to tear up the intellectual property rights documents, and demand the
immediate procurement and production
of the necessary ARV s! The working
class should take up the fight for the
expropriation without compensation of
the pharmaceutical companies as a vital
public health measure. But the COSATU
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Treatment Action Campaign

An estimated 5.3 million people in South Africa are infected with HIV. Above:
Treatment Action Campaign march on Parliament in Cape Town demands lifesaving drugs from ANC government to fight AIDS, February 2003.

union bureaucrats and the South African
Communist Party (SACP) are the foremost obstacles to working-class struggle
in this country, and play a key role in
the government, administering capitalist
austerity. This drives home the urgent
need for a class-struggle leadership in the
unions to break the working class from
the Tripartite Alliance.
As communists with an internationalist proletarian vision, we know that only
the expropriation of the bourgeoisie can
eliminate the vast social inequalities of
capitalism. This fight for revolutionary
socialism must be consciously undertaken through the struggle for the complete political independence of the working class from all capitalist parties. The
critical and urgent task is the construction of a Leninist-Trotskyist party. ~ - •

ANC Criminal Obstruction
Continues
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On 19 November 2003, the Cabinet
approved a plan calling for "at least one
service point in every health district" in

~

a year and "one service point in every
local municipality" in five years. They
promised anti-retroviral treatment for
those with a CD4 count below 200
and/or who have AIDS symptomatic illnesses, requiring the upgrading of the
health care system and the recruitment
and training of "thousands of health
professionals." Substantial monies have
been allocated, although only a portion
will go directly to the purchase and distribution of drugs.
The government's plan is a measure to
dampen unrest at home and market the
"new South Africa" abroad, not a fundamental change of heart. After his February state of the nation address, Mbeki
denied the HIV / AIDS death toll, saying
_there are not proper mortality figures to
know "what are the things that kill South
Africans." In March, Minister of Finance
Trevor Manuel said that it was a waste to
spend money on ARV s, which he termed
"a lot of voodoo." Meanwhile, the Health
Minister has intensified her campaign
pushing the African potato, suggesting

that traditional medicine'· may replace
ARVs. Any implementation by the Mbeki
government will be grudging and access
to ARV drugs will be "akin· toa lottery and will depend on where you live"
(Mail & Guardian, 27 February-4 March).
In fact, except for the highlighting of
the "role of traditional healers," most features of this plan will be honoured in the
breach. (With this pandemic, any concession to the "legitimate" role of traditional
medicine runs counter to scientific necessity.) The government specifically projected over 53,000 people would be on
ARVs by the end of March 2004. As of
June, only 3,667 were receiving ARVs
through the national plan and four provinces had not even started distribution.
This is a tragically small number when
considered against the estimated 5.3 million people in South Africa who are infected with HIY. The central government
only began the procurement of ARVs in
February, exacerbating an acute crisis in
distribution. One Health Department official justified these delays by explaining
that they resulted from a trade deal with
India and Brazil that would allow South
Africa to become a major AIDS drugs
exporter according to the "broader principles of black economic empowerment"
(This Day, 3 March). The ANC is more
than willing to crucify infected South
Africans of all colours on the cross of
domestic pharmaceutical profits.
The government's promise to upgrade
medical delivery is hollow. The public
health care system js collapsing. The
Health Department has been plalZl1~d by
critical vas;ancies for most of last year.
The ANC has failed to implement even
the modestly scaled post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) programme providing
ARV to rape survivors. COmmenting last
year on a mother-to-child prevention pro,gramme started in 2001, a Mail & GuardiCm article proclaimed: "Shambles at
AIDS baby treatment sites" (27 June-3
July 2003). At a 25 January AIDS forum
organised by the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC), a health care worker vividly
described overcrowding, shortage of
nurses, and the absence of refrigeration or
medicine for TB, diabetes or blood pressure. If your baby is sick, -you may get
some panado syrup [pain reliever] and are
told fo figure out the rest yourself. In rural
areas, magnify this 100 times. Even
according to the Health Department,
"public health care has been chronically
under-funded for the past five years"
(Mail & Guardian, 20-26 February).
A report previously suppressed by the
government reveals that 46 per cent of all
hospital patients in the country are HIV
positive. 16 per cent of health workers are
likely to die from AIDS between 2002 and
2007 if they don't get ARV. A compelling
course of action would mandate that
ARV s be immediately procured to save
lives now to sustain the key health sector.
But profit, not social necessity, drives the
calculations of the ANC government.
Ruling as black front men for the
continued on page J0
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CLASS-STRUGGLE DEFENSE NOTES

.Protest Massacre of
Unionists in Philippines!
On November 24 the Partisan Defense
Committee sent the following letter to
Ricardo S. Ramos, President, Central
Azucarera de Tarlac Labor Union, and
Rene Galang, President, United Luisita
Workers Union, in the Philippines.
The Partisan Defense Committeethe legal and social defense' organization associated with the Spartacist
LeaguelU.S., section of the International
Communist League (Fourth Internationalist)-denounces in the strongest terms'
the savage violence of the Philippine
National Police and Philippine Army
on Tuesday, November 16, 2004 against

striking workers of the Central Azucarera
de Tarlac Labor Union (CATLU) and the
United Luisita Workers Union (ULWU)
at the sprawling Hacienda Luisita of
the sugar barons of the Cojuangco family, including former president Corazon
Cojuangco Aquino.
The multiple acts of coldblooded murder by the Philippine National Police and
units of the Philippine Armed Forces who
fired on thousands of striking CATLU
and ULWU w.orkers and their supporters
with tear gas and high-powered rifles,
repeatedly charged the strikers' barricade
with armed personnel carriers and waded

Martyred workers borne in funeral procession by striking sugar workers and
relatives in Luzon, Philippines.

Socialism and Human Liberation

TROTSKY

In a November 1932 speech given during
the· Great Depression to a Danish Social
Democratic student group in Copenhagen,
Bolshevik leader Leon Trotsky explained
how socialism, by unleashing the productive
forces of mankind and giving people the
ability to rationally plan and control their'
economies, would open the door to human
liberation in all spheres of life-for the first
time making human beings the masters of
their own destiny.

LENIN

Capitalism has outlived itself as a world system. It has ceased to fulfill its essential
mission, the increase of human power and human wealth. Humanity cannot stand still at
the level which it has reached. Only a powerful increase in productive forces and a
sound, planned, that is, socialist organization of production and distribution can assure
humanity-all humanity-of a decent .standard of life and a.t the same time give it the
precious feeling of freedom with respect to its own economy. Freedom in two sensesfirst of all, man will no longer be compelled to devote the greater part of his life to
physical labor. Second, he will no longer be dependent on the ~aws of the market, th'\t
is, on the blind and dark forces which have grown up behind his back. l1e will build up
his economy freely, that is, according to a plan, with compass in hand. This time it is a
question of subjecting the anatomy of society to the X ray through and through, of disclosing all its secrets and subjecting all its functions to the reason and the will of collective humanity. In this sense, socialism must become a new step in the historical
advance of mankind. To our ancestor, who first armed himself with a stone axe, the
whole of nature represented a conspiracy of secret and hostile forces. Since then, the
natural sciences, hand in hand with practical technology, have illuminated nature down
to its most secret depths ....
Technology liberated man from the tyranny of the old elements-earth, water, fire,
and air-only to subject him to its own tyranny. Man ceased to be a slave to nature, to
become a slave to the machine, and, still worse, a slave to supply and demand. The
present world crisis testifies in especially tragic fashion how man, who dives to the
bottom of the ocean, who rises up to the stratosphere, who converses on invisible
waves with the antipodes, how this proud and daring ruler of nature remains a slave to
the blind forces of his own economy. The historical task of our epoch consists in
replacing the uncontrolled play of the market by reasonable planning, in disciplining
the forces of production, compelling them to work together in harmony and obediently
serve the needs of mankind. Only on this new 'social basis will man be able to stretch
his weary l,imbs and,--every man and every woman, not only a selected few-become a
full citizen in the realm of thought.
-Leon Trotsky, "In Defense of the Russian Revoluti.on," 27 November 1932,
reprinted in Leon Trotsky Speaks (Pathfinder Press, 1972)
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into the strikers swinging their truncheons with wanton brutality, leaving
seven dead, including one child, and
hundreds injured and wounded, were
acts of savage brutality which should be
condemned by working people the world
over. Now the over 100 arrested strikers
imprisoned as a result of these attacks
face dangerous government/police frameup charges that they instigated the violence! Among others, Lieutenant General
Romeo Dominguez, chief of the Armed
Forces' Northern Luzon Command has
retailed the dangerous lie that "The police
recovered firearms in the vicinity where
unidentified armed men, believed to be
communist, had fired at random." This
crude frame-up is carried out to set up the
arrested for long prison terms and the
union pickets and supporters for further
armed attacks. Free the CATLU/ULWU
striker prisoners! Drop all the charges!
Hands off the Luisita strikers! Reinstate
the 327 fired workers! .
We greatly admire the courage of your
members who continue the strike and the
pickets at the Hacienda Luisita despite
facing the state's brutal armed force and
the constant threat of government murder
and imprisonment. We say: Victory to
the CATLU and ULWU strikers!
We know that the real source of the_
violence in the Philippines is the blooddrenched capitalist regime dedicated to

further grinding down the living conditions of the workers and pe'asants of
this impoverished country in the interest
of the sugar oligarchs, the International
Monetary Fund and the country's semicolonial masters in Washington. Presently presided over by aristocrat President
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, the fragile system of parliamentary democracy is a
paper-thin cover for brutal exploitation
and savage state repression against the
Philippine working class and peasantry,
and their unions and political organizations, perpetrated in an unbroken line
from "people power" president Corazon
Aquino to Fidel Ramos, Joseph Estrada
and now Arroyo, differing in form only
from the dictatorial regime of the hated
Ferdinand Marcos. In addition, Arroyo
has for years welcomed the, increase
in the number of U.S. troops in the Philippines under cover of the supposed
"war against terror" being carried out by
the murderous madmen in Wasj1ington.
. Down with the Arroyo/Washington terror
against the workers, peasants and minorities of the Philippines! Down with the
Visiting Forces Agreement! U.S. military
out of the Philippines!
Victory to the Hacienda Luisita strike!
Enclosed please find our letter of protest to President Arroyo. In addition, we
are mailing a $100 donation to you for the
Hacienda Luisita strike .•

FREE MDMIA ABU~JAMAl!
New York
Friday, December 10
6 to 11 p.m.
Uve jazz with the Bern Nix Trio and
special guests Oliver Lake, Anthony
Coleman, Roy Campbell and others
6 Harrison St. (at Hudson)
Manhattan
Take 1 or 9 subway to Franklin St.
$10 Advance • $15 At the door
For more information (212) 406-4252
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Chicago
Sunday, December 12
3 to 7 p.m.

ABOLISH THE RACIST
DEATH PENALTYI

United Electrical Hall
37 South Ashland (at Monroe)
$5 Advance • $8 At the door
• $10 Contributing
For more information (312) 563-0442

WORKERS VANGUARD

Letters

30 October 2004
Dear comrades,
In the "Exchange on the Million Worker
March" in WV 834 (15 October), we
assert that "Despite deep capitalist inroads
fostered by the Chinese bureaucracy's
'market reforms,' the collectivized property and planned economy created by the
revolution persist." While the core of
the Chinese economy is still collectivized
property in state-owned enterprises (SOEs)
and China is still a deformed workers
state, it is wrong to say that the planned
economy persists. Under the Chinese Communist Party's "market socialist" reforms,
centralized economic planning was replaced' by a system in which autonomous
state-owned enterprises compete with one
another in the marketplace.
Generally, deformed workers states have
either a command planned economy or a
"market socialist economy." As explained
in the Spartacist League's 1988 "l'vfarket
Socialism" in Eastern Europe pamphlet,
there is an inherent tendency for Stalinist
regimes to .abandon central planning in
favor of "market socialist" elements. Trotsky wrote in The Revolution Betrayed:
"It is possible to build gigantic factories
according to a ready-made Western pattern
by bureaucratic command-although, to

be sure, at triple the normal cost. But the
further you go, the more the economy
runs into the problem of quality, which
slips out of the hands of a bureaucracy
like a shadow."
The bureaucrats' solution to the problem of quality is to tum to "market" mechanisms to discipline factory managers and
workers alike. In opposition to both bureaucratic command and "market socialism,"
we fight for proletarian political revolution. To quote Trotsky again: "Under a
nationalized economy, qUl}lity demands a
democracy of producers and consumer~
freedom of criticism and initiative-conditions incompatible with a totalitarian
.
regime of fear, lies and flattery."
The economic regime that exists in
Chin.a today, and for the last two decades, is a variant of "market socialism."
The two-part article on China, "Defeat
Imperialist Drive for Counterrevolution!"
(WVNos. 814 and'815, 21 November and
5 December 2003, now translated as the
ICL's sixth Chinese-language pamphlet),
explains the important structural change
that has taken place in the way SOEs are
financed. "Under the old centralized planning system, enterprises whose costs for
whatever reason exceeded their normal
revenues received non-repayable grants

from the industrial ministry overseeing
them.... When 'market socialism' was
introduced in the early 1980's, enterprises were supposed to become profit.maximizing and financially self-sufficient."
That did not happen, however, and
the SOEs which could not r~pay their

Chinese president
Hu Jintao and
George W. Bush at
APEC conference in
Chile, November.

loans were not all closed down, which
would have resulted in an economic
collapse. "Instead, in a totally unplanned,
inadequate and haphazard way, 'nonperforming' bank loans were substituted
for direct government financing."
Under "market socialism," the bureauc, racy maintains control over the economy,
not through an overall "plan," but through
political control. The two-part article on
China cites the example of a profitable
cement company, listed on the Shanghai
stock exchange, which was forced by the
local CCP to take over and operate a nonperforming steel mill because the workers at the steel mill were waging protests
are parasites when the exact opposite is
over unpaid wages.
actually true, it is the rich bosses who
A telling example of the lack of planare parasitical living off of the labor of
ning in China today is the binge of
others.
"rogue" mini steel mills that are popping
During the last election the service
up around the country, what amounts to
agencies and charities were telling us to
an investment bubble in steel mills. Local
vote for the Democrats. Yet it was and
bureaucrats apparently look with favor on
is the Democratic led legislature who
these new steel mills as a way to assure a
approves Romney's budgets and policies!
local steel supply, and also because steel
Recently I read Karl Marx's "The Civil
has been a very profitable sector of the
War in France"-much of it could and
economy. It is driving the central bureaudoes apply to the election. What stands
cracy crazy because the mills are soaking
out to me is when he said that voting in a
up resources and energy, driving up
capitalist election is voting for "despotprices for raw materials, clogging the rail
ism at home and war abroad."
system, and are often inefficient in terms
There is only one logical conclusion
of size, location and environmental facwhich is proven that under capitalism
tors. Beijing has cracked' down on the
nothing will be better without a fight, and
proliferation of mills, but the main mechwhat is won will be taken away. Only a
anism for doing so is not to change a plan,
Socialist Revolution will give people
but to regulate market forces. For examwhat they have a right to whether worker,
ple, new banking regulations have been
retired, elderly or disabled.
imposed to tighten bank loans for steel
projects, especially for smaller mills.
Thank you,
Alan N.
P.s. To clarify the receipts I tum in are
sent to the Social Security. Administration for approval.

"On Seniors and the
Disabled" Hits Home
Received 23 November 2004
To the Editor,
The article "On seniors and the disabled" published in the September 3,
2004 'workers Vanguard hit home. As a
person with a disability I can see the need
to break with the capitalist parties and
form a Workers Party. Here in Massachusetts as in the rest of the nation a war has
been declared against the poor. Politicians like MA Governor Mitt Romney
have cut and underfunded services to the
poor, the disabled and the elderly.
In MA there is nothing left to school
lunches for poor children. Housing for
the homeless is slow with the section 8
voucher program frozen for the last four
years. The numbers of the homeless and
people reduced to begging to survive is
epidemic.
As a person with a disability the small
disability check I receive is handled by
a Representative Payee. I must produce
receipts for any extra spending of my
own money. This is because the rich
bosses and their servants the politicians
want the people to think that the poor
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commentators and not a few confused
leftists contend. But they do strengthen
the internal forces for capitalist counterrevolution." Notably the first counterrevolution in the Soviet bloc was consummated in the DDR (East Germany), which
at the time had centralized planning and
management. The "market reforms" in
China have indeed created a growing
class of mainland capitalists and made
inroads for the Hong Kong, Taiwan and
imperialist bourgeoisies, all of which creates fodder for the cause of counterrevolution. This makes all the more urgent our
fight for proletarian political revolution.
Comradely,
Jon P.

WVrepJies:
Comrade Jon P. is correct. As we wrote
in Part One of "Workers Protests Shake
China" (WV No. 781, 17 May 2002):
"The changing economic course from
bureaucratic centralization under Mao to
'market socialism' under Deng & Co.
reflects a general tendency under Stalinist rule to 'rationalize' the economy
through decentralization." The two-part
China article quoted above, as well as
the two-part article "Defeat Imperialist Drive for Counterrevolution!" (WV
Nos. 814 and 815) referenced by Jon P.,
are available on the ICL's Web site
. (www.icl-fi.org). These articles, as well
as the 1988 Spartacist pamphlet, "Market
Socialism" in Eastern Europe, can be
ordered for $1.00 each from Spartacist
Publishing Company, Box 1377, GPO,
New York, NY 10116 .•

Espartaco

CORRECTIONS
In "Bill Cosby Rants Against
Ghetto Poor: The Crisis of Black
Leadership" by Don Cane (WV No.
832, 17 September), it was incorrectly
stated that Julian Bond was president
of the NAACP in 1998. He was the
chairman of the board; Kweisi Mfume
(who just announced his plans to
resign) was the president and CEO.
A May 26 interview with Bill
Cosby by Tavis Smiley was a PBS
television, not National Public Radio,
broadcast. The article also misidentified Khalil Tian Shahyd, author of

SOEs that want to build a mill now must
invest 40 percent o~ the capital from their
own funds.
The fact that China is not a planned
economy does not vitiate its character as
a deformed workers state. There are many
examples of Stalinist regimes which have
presided over "market socialist" economies. Moreover, the Soviet Union did not
have a centralized planned economy during the NEP period. As the "Market
Socialism" in Eastern Europe pamphlet
states: "The drift toward 'market socialism' is neither linear nor irreversible ....
These measures do not amount to creeping capitalism, as many Western bourgeois

a San· Francisco Bay View article,
as female.
In "Racist Fundamentalists Take
White House. Again" (WVNo. 836,12
November), we incorrectly wrote that
Arizona's Proposition 200 "denies
government benefits to non-citizens."
Prop. 200 denies' some types of nonfederally mandated benefits to n~n-.
citizens who cannot prove legal status,
while also mandating punitive measures against state and local government
workers who do not withhold benefits
or report undocumented applicants.

Publication of the Grupo
Espartaquista de Mexico
No. 23, September 2004
$1 (52 pages)

Subscription:
$2 for 4 issues
(includes Spanish-language
Spartacist)

Order from/
make checks payable to:
Spartacist Publishing Co.
Box 1377 GPO
New York, NY 10116

3

"Democracy" Movement Made in U.S.A.

Ukraine: Robber Barons and
Nationalist Demagogues FallOut
DECEMBER 5-To go by the images in
newspapers and on TV screens in the
U.S., what has been going on in Ukraine
in the past two weeks is a "carnival of
democracy" driven forward by young
kids dyeing their hair orange and dancing to live rock music on the streets of
Kiev. "The story line could not have
been simpler," wrote the New York Times
(4 December). "There were villains, a
hero and a chorus. The chorus was the
people themselves." The hero of this
"Orange Revolution" is the pro-Western
politician Viktor Yushchenko. The villains-per the American government and
media-are a corrupt, tyrannical cabal
of Communist holdovers led by cUP
rent president Leonid Kuchma and heir
apparent Viktor Yanukovich who, working in cahoots with Russia's Vladimir
Putin, allegedly robbed Yushchenko of
his victory in the second round of the
presidential elections.
This fairy tale account is sponsored by
the same American ruling class that is'
slaughtering thousands in Najaf, Mosul,
Falluja and Baghdad in order, it claims,
to bring "democracy" to the Iraqi peoples at bayonet point. In fact, the "spontaneous" outpouring on the streets of
Kiev-though tapping into widespread
revulsion with official corruption-is
orchestrated and funded by the U.S.
government and various other agen-'
cies of American imperialism, among
others. And this "democratic" opposition
includes anti-Semitic demagogues railing against.a "Russian-Jewish mafia," the
open Nazis of the UNSO and admirers of
Hitler's genocidal Ukrainian auxiliaries
in World War II
At every leyd, the spectacle being
played out in Ukraine is the product
of the capitalist counterrevolution that
destroyed the Soviet workers state and
ravaged the economies and peoples of the
former Soviet republics. Intoxicated by
"death of communism" triumphalism, the
U.S. ruling class has been riding roughshod over the peoples of the world and
is now engaged ·in a flagrantly provocative intervention in a country that is,
after all, considered by a still nucleararmed capitalist Russia to be its backyard.
With the concentration of industry in the
east and the military importance of the
Black Sea and the Crimean peninsula,
Ukraine remains of strategic importance
to Russia.
'.
A phalanx of American "observers,"
including Republican Senator Richard
Lugar, desqended on Kiev to arrogantly
rule the second round election results out
of order, while White House spokesmen

issued imperious threats against Putin's
Ukrainian allies. The scenario played out
in Ukraine has now become a tried and
tested means for U.S. imperialism to
impose regime change' in the former.
deformed workers states. London Guardian correspondent Ian Traynor reported
(26 November):
"Funded and organised by the US government, deploying US consultancies,
pollsters, diplomats, the two big American parties and US non-government
organisations, the campaign was first used
in Europe in Belgrade in 2000 to beat
Slobodan Milosevic at the ballot box.

"Richard Miles, the US ambassador in
Belgrade, played a key roJe. And by last
year, as US ambassador in Tbilisi, he
repeated the trick in Georgia, coaching
Mikhail Saakashvili in how to bring
down Eduard Shevardnadze.
"Ten months after the success in Bel-'
grade, the US ambassador in Minsk,'
Michael Kozak, a veteran of similar
operations in central America, notably in
Nicaragua, organised a near identical
campaign to try to defeat the Belarus
hardman, Alexander Lukashenko."

These campaigns are part of a concerted
effort to install U.S'/NATO military
forces or American-loyal regimes on the
periphery of the former Soviet Union. It
includes stationing troops in Kosovo following the 1999 war against Serbia and
in Central Asia and Georgia in conjunction with the "war on terror."
Within Ukraine itself, what is going on
is a falling-out between two equally corrupt gangs of 'robber barons who were
earlier scratching each other's backs as
th~y gorged themselves on the privatized
theft of the industrial wealth built up over
decades by the multinational Soviet
working class. Among these robber bar-

Rally by striking
Ukrainian
miners, 1993.
Banners include:
"Nationalism
Shall Not Pass!"

ons is Kuchma's son-in-law, who was
recently given the country's largest steel
producer, formerly state owned, for $800
million-roughly half the bid offered by
U.S. Steel! Yushchenko is a former director of the central bank who served as
Kuchma's prime minister for over a
year. Yushchenko's chief lieutenant and
"people power" agitator is a rapacious
tycoon named Yulia Timoshenko, dubbed
the "Eleven Billion Dollar Woman" in
Matthew Brzezinski's 2001 book, Casino
Moscow. Timoshenko gained control
of nearly 20 percent of Ukraine's gross

domestic product through her intimate
ties to another of Kuchma's prime ministers, one Pavlo Lazarenko, who is now
serving time in the U.S. on moneylaundering and extortion charges.
Both sides in this squalid power play
in Ukraine have demagogically stoked
historic fears and antagonisms between
the heavily' Russified and Orthodox
eastern Ukraine and the more Uniate
Catholic and rural western Ukraine.
Largely undercut under Soviet rule, these
antagonisms returned with capitalist res'toration and have been brought to a
head in recent weeks, with district
administrations in the east threatening
to stage plebiscites for regional autonomy. Capitalist counterrevolution in
the Soviet Union and East Europe was
driven by-and subsequently served to
deepen-bourgeois nationalism. Even if
Yushchenko wins the rerun of the second
round mandated by the Supreme Court
, without further turmoil, this will settle
nothing.

• Ukraine: Between Russia and
a Hard Place
Before the October Revolution of
1917, the Ukrai~e (like Poland) was partitioned between the Russian tsarist empire
and the Austro-Hungarian Habsburg
empire. The western Ukraine, Austrian
eastern Galicia, was populated by ethnic
Ukrainian peasants toiling under a Polish
landed aristocracy, with Jewish merchants and moneylenders acting as
middlemen between the gentry and the
peasantry. The eastern Ukraine was subjected under tsarism to forced Russification, with the urban areas populated,
mainly by ethnic Russians and Jews.
Thus Ukrainian nationalism tended to
take on a strongly anti-Semitic and antiPolish, as well as anti-Russian, coloration. At the same time, the proletarian
revolution and its Bolshevik vanguard in
the Ukraine were necessarily based on the
heavily Russian and Jewish eastern urban
population.
As a result, the Civil War in the
Ukraine following the October Revolu-

tion took on a particularly bloody character. Deeply hostile to the rule of the multinational proletariat, successive shortlived Ukrainian bourgeois-nationalist
regimes were directly sponsored by German imperialism and/or allied with the
Great Russian White Guards and their
imperialist patrons-notably Germany
and France-as well as with Pilsudski's
capitalist Poland, itself a client of French
imperialism. Whatever their mutual hostilities, all the imperialist and local bourgeoisies made common cause against
Soviet Russia. Finally, the Ukrainian
nationalist Petliura, notorious for his
massacres of the Jewish population in
western Ukraine, made a bloc with the
Polish nationalist Pilsudski, ceding the
western territories to Poland, a land grab
consolidated through the 1920 SovietPolish war a year later. When Hitler's
Nazis moved into western Ukraine in
1941, they were welcomed by the Ukrainian nationalists, who had already prepared lists of Jews, Poles and Communists to be murdered.
Despite bureaucratic degeneration
under the Russian-centered regime of
Stalin and his heirs, under Soviet power
and, the centrally planned, colle<;tivized
economy, the Ukraine underwent massive
industrialization. The capitalist counterrevolution of 1991-92, leading to the dismemberment of the Soviet Union and the
creation of distinct capitalist nation-states
in the former Soviet republics, dealt al
severe body blow to the Ukrainian economy, which had been integrated into an
all-Union economic division of labor and
had been reliant on Russia for its supplies
of oil and natural gas. Output in the
period up to 1999 fell to less than 40 percent of the 1991 level.
Thanks in good part to the austerity
policies pursued by Kuchma and his various prime ministers, notably Yushchenko, hyperinflation was reined in
and the econo'my somewhat stabilized in
the last few years. Today, as an Associated Press (19 November) article put it,
Ukraine exhibits "a mix,.--of audacious
consumption' and entrenched poverty."
While the chlapest model in one car
showroom in Kiev goes for $48,000,
elderly pensioners nearby try to survive
on $53 a month. The gross domestic
product is now climbing at the rate of 11
to 13 percent a year and the stock market
jumped 100 percent in the past year. What
fuels this prosperity for the new bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie is the massive
looting of formerly state-owned industry
and the intense exploitation of a highly
trained and educated proletariat. At $160 .
per month, average labor costs (including
taxes and social benefits) are far lower
than they are even in neighboring Poland,
where they average $400 a month.
The appetite among the Ukrainian
bourgeoisie for greater investment from
the West, which already accounts for 80
percent of all 'direct foreign investment,
has exacerbated the tensions between
those looking to maintain Ukraine's traditional ties to Russia and those seeking
to draw closer to the U.S. and the European Union (EU). Despite its current
pro-Russian posture, the Ukrainian regime has continuously tried to suck up to
U.S. imperialism since the counterrevolution, agreeing to Washington's dictates
to destroy its nuclear arsenal (for a price)
and deploying troops to participate in the
colonial occupation of Iraq. For that matter, Putin's Russia has been more than
willing to act as soft cops for U.S'/NATO
imperialism when the situation availed
itself, as in Kosovo in 1999, and heartily
continued on page 12
(
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Defend Pro.Palestinian, Minority
Student Groups at Toronto's York Universityl
Cops Off Campus!
The following November 12 letter,
reprintedjivm Spartacist Canada No. 143
(Winter 200412005), was originally submitted by the York Spartacus Youth Club
to the Excalibur campus newspaper following massive jinancial cuts to the
funding of several student organizations.
Now, outrageously, the York administration is gunning for Jewish pT()fessor
David Nohle for his exposure of the
influence of pro-Israeli lobbyists on the
York University Foundation (YUF).

t·

SPARTACISTCANAPA'(D

We of the Spartacus Youth Club, a
Marxist organization on campus, protest
the York university adrhinistration's current campai-gn of intimidation against
pro-Palestinian activists. In reaction to a
vigil for victims of Israel's incursion in
the Gaza Strip, the administration drew
up a list of "usual suspects." Known
activists were called in for meetings with
the administration and security and some
were issued warnings for the "crime" of
issuing leaflets in defense of the Palestinians. This is blatant intimidation, an
attempt to send a message to political
activists.
In the context of the imperialist global
"War on Terror," there has been a huge
crackdown on radicalism on campuses all
over North America, including York Uni-

versity. For example, the case of Dan
Freeman-Maloy, a pro-Palestinian leftwing activist, who was expelled for his
political activities on and off campus.
Other examples are the complete ban of
political discussion on the Middle East at
Concordia [University in Montreal] after
the protest against war criminal Netanyahu in September 2002 as well as the
witchhunt on pro-Palestinian professors
across the U.S. by Campus Watch.
We also write to speak out against the
current call for increased security 'here
at York, as well as the funding cuts to the
York University Black Student Alliance,
the Trans Bisexual Lesbian Gay at York
and the Aboriginal Student Association.
The current right-wing reginie of the YFS
[York Federation of Studentsl has cut
down 90% of the funding of YUBSA,
TBLGAY and the ASA. This is not about
conservative fiscal policy but sending a
message to minority groups to "stay in
their place." The administration and the
student government use funding as a
bludgeon over the heads of student
organizations to exercise political control
through financial dependency-that's why
we in the Spartacus Youth Club don't
accept a penny from them.
Another point in the newly passed
bylaws is that none of the university
groups can in any way assist any charitable/volunteer organizations off the university campus. It is regarding this that
another YFS representative commented:
"There is no chance for student money to
support terrorists in Chechnya or any
bigoted and oppressive causes which
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Toronto, g>
November 25: ~
York students
protest against
administration
crackdown on
left-wing
activists.

might appear charitable to others." Now,
the YFS is going after OPIRG [Ontario
Public Interest Research Group], openly
calling it "extremely divisive." Waiting
to take back the YFS at the next student
elections is a big mistake. Leftist activists and all students who defend the right
to free speech must protest now.
Meanwhile, throughout the semester,
the Excalibur has been busy enlightening
readers in sensational fashion that security guards are being "held back" by the
current administration a'nd are not allowed
to interfere and protect the students when
the need arises. The article comes with
quotes from some disgruntled campus
cowboys that are quite upset that they are
not allowed to carry around sticks and
pepper spray, like "real cops" do.
What is the real role of the security
guards and cops on campus? They're not
there to make sure that women get home
safe at night, they're there to protect the

property rights of corporate sponsors and
interests who have turned the university
into a shopping mall. An increase of
campus security will also mean an
increase in racist harassment.
The situation at York mirrors what is
going on on a bigger scale. The increased
security everywhere is a part of the racist
"War on Terror," which targets current, as
well as those that will be the future
working class, especially immigrants and
minorities. But everyone on campus is
affected by the "chill effect" that the
administration/YFS is implementing. Students interested in fighting the "War on
Terror" on campus, as well as the broader
attacks on immigrants and working people being waged by Canadian, American and other imperialists abroad, check
out the Spartacus Youth Club. No reprisals against student activists! Cops off
campus! For student/worker/teacher control of universities! •

Defend Columbia Professor Joseph Massadl
About 60 people attended a press conference December 7 at Columbia University organized by the Ad Hoc Committee
for the Defense of Academic Freedom, in
response to a Zionist campaign to silence
defenders of the Palestinian people such
as Joseph Massad and other Middle
East and Asian Languages and Cultures
(MEALAC) professors. The Ad Hoc Committee, dominated by the International
Socialist Organization (ISO), banned
the Spartacus Youth Club from speaking
from the podium because the strategy of
militant united-front protest that we fought
for on campus runs counter to their polite
appeals to the university administration.
SYC member and Columbia student
Quincy Lehr spoke from the floor as a
reporter for Young Spartacus. Lehr said:
"Columbia has a history of oppressing
black Harlem, of union-busting like we

saw last spring with the GSEU strike ....
Why is it that the coalition has put i~s
opposition to the Zionist intimidation into
toothless appeals to Bollinger, rather than
seeking to mobilize more broadly?" SYC
supporters flanked the room with placards, including: "Hands Off MEALAC!
Defend Prof. Massad and the Other Vice
timized Professors!" A WV reporter also
spoke, calling for taking down the gates of
Columbia to let Harlem and the barrio in
and for free education. We reprint below
a letter sent by the SYC to Lee Bollinger,
president of Columbia University, on
December 2.

*

*

*

Ultra-Zionist and right-wing forces,
including in the media, have been on a
vicious smear campaign against professors in the Middle East and Asian Languages and Cultures Department, most
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chilling effect on Columbia. A regular
notably targeting Professor Joseph Masrecipient of death threats, Professor Massad. Your administration has launched an
sad declared in a statement responding to
investigation at the behest of these forces.
the charges in the film Columbia UnbeThere is nothing to investigate! The threats
coming by the David Project: "With this
. against Professor Massad and other
MEALAC professors are part of a
campaign against me going into its
fourth year, I chose under the duress of
nationwide campaign led by the likes of
Campus Watch's Daniel Pipes and racist
coercion and intimidation not to teach
ideclogues like David Horowitz-rightmy course this year. It is my academic
wing forces with close links to the Bush
freedom. that has been circumscribed.
administration and/or the upper echelons
But not only mine."
The Spartacus Youth Club adds its
of the Republican Party. In the context of
U.S. imperialism's bloody o'ccupation of , voice to the many around the world who
defend Professor Massad against this
Iraq and the post-September 11 bipartisan "war on terror," the aim of this siniswitchhunt. We demand that the Columter campaign is to silence political disbia administration keep its hands off Prosent and to roll back the campuses to
fessor Massad and other MEALAC prosomething resembling the McCarthyite·
fessors, and that there be absolutely no
victimizations of these professors .•
witchhunt period. It has already had a

Columbia
UniverSity,
December 7:
SYC supporters
and others raise
placards in
defense of
Massad at ...
Ad Hoc
Committee press
conference.
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BOSTON

Saturday, December 11, 4 p.m.
Communism:
What It Is and What It Isn't
1634 Telegraph Ave., Oakland

Wednesday, December 15, 6:30 p.m.

(around the corner from 19th St. BART)
Information: (510) 839-0851
or e-mail: slbayarea@sbcglobal.net

LOS ANGELES
Saturday, December 11, 2 p.m.
The Russian Revolution
3806 Beverly Blvd., Room 215
(BeverlyNermont Red Line station)
Information and readings: (213) 380-8239
or e-mail: slsycla@sbcglobal.net

10 DECEMBER 2004

Spartacus Youth Club
Video Showing and Discussion of

From Death Row:
This Is Mumia Abu-Jamal
Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!
Abolish the Racist Death Penalty!
45 Mount Auburn St., Harvard Square
Information: (617) 666-9453
or e-mail: bostonsyc@yahoo.com
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The Foundi.ng of the
Trotskyist Group of Greece
The following was published in Greek
in November 2004.
The International Communist League
(Fourth Internationalist) is pleased to
announce the founding of the Trotskyist
Group of Greece, as a sympathizing section. The Greek comrades were won to
the program of the ICL over a period of
time through debate over programmatic
differences and testing our agreement in
common work.
The first contact with the ICL was
made in 1995 by Spiros, a leader of
the Socialist Workingmen's Organization'
(SOE) which split in 1994 from the
Stalinophobic fake-Trotskyist Morenoite
tendency. In 1996 the majority of the SOE
founded the Revolutionary Workers Communist Organization (KOEE). In January
1999, Spiros resigned from the KOEE and
began to correspond with the ICL, which
had been sending literature to the KOEE
since 1998. In May-June 1999, the KOEE
leadership purged elements perceived as
sympathetic to the ICL when our principled opposition to imperialist war against
Serbia found a hearing among some
members. Some of those thus expelled
undertook to study the ICL program and
in March 2000 formed an informal
discussion group. In January 2001 the
members of this study circle wrote to a
group of ex-members of the Communist
League-Workers Power (KSEE), a 1995
split-off from the SOE, and in March
200 I constituted a discussion group with
these ex-KSEE members.
The Trotskyist Group of Greece was
founded by comrades who fought on
the question of women's oppression in
Greece and split from Spiros, primarily
over the need to champion the rights of
Greece's oppressed minorities, a crucial
question for a Leninist-Trotskyist organization in a Balkan country.
The ICL's record of fighting against
counterrevolution in the DDR [East Germany] was central to the recruitment of
the TGG comrades. In the "Agreement
for Common Work" printed below we
make clear that we stand counterposed
to organizations like the Socialist Workers Party (SEK-affiliated to the British SWP), International Workers Left
(DEA-ISO) and the Taaffeite Xekinima,

.For a Leninist Party in Grlece!
Fot.aSocialist.federation. of. tlle·. .:8alkans.!
i
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To order Greek-language edition of ICl's "International Declaration of Principles and Some Elements of Program" ($1.00)
and "Agreement for Common Work" with Greek comrades, "For a leninist Party in Greece! For a Socialist Federation of
the Balkans!" ($.50), make checks payable/mail to: Spartacist Publishing Co., Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116.

which backed Yeltsin's counterrevolution
in the Soviet Union in 1991-1992 and, in
the latter case, even had supporters present on Yeltsin's barricades. While preparing for a class on capitalist counterrevolution in the Soviet Union and East
Europe, one of the Greek comrades wrote
in June 2000:
"I studied anew Trotsky's books The
Class Nature of the Soviet Union, The
Revolution Betraved and the "Declara-

tion of Principles" of the ICL. Thereafter, together with our own discussions I
consider that the positions of the ICL on
the question of Afghanistan are consis~
tent w~th our ideology and 1 agree with
them on the basis of the defense of a
bureaucratically degenerated workers
state against the threat of the bourgeois
counterrevolution.
"In regard to the question of China, what
I consider applies is what Trotsky maintained in 1933. when he fought against
the conception that the bureaucracy had
already destroyed the Soviet workers
state: Trotskyists judge that situation as
dangerous but not desperate and they
consider it an act of cowardice to
announce that the revolutionary fight has
been lost before the fight and without a
fight."
:Il

'cro"

iil

In November 2000 another comrade
left the KSEE after fighting in that
organization for the position of defending China as a deformed workers state.

On the National Question
The Balkan peninsula is a region with
myriad interpenetrated peoples and oppressed minorities. An equitable resolution of the national question in the Balkans requires a socialist federation. The
ICL recognizes that the question of Macedonia is a test of the authenticity of any
group claiming to be internationalist in
Greece. The TGG defends the national
rights of the Macedonian minority in
Greece, including their right to set up
their own state or unite with the existing
state of Macedonia. For full democratic
rights for national minorities in Greece!
For a Balkan socialist federation!
On this basis we were won to the
ICL's program, strongly opposing Greek
national chauvinism, following in Trotsky's footsteps in his discussion with
the Archio-Marxists on the Macedonian
question:
"It'.s not our task to organize nationalist
uprisings. We merely say that if the Macedonians want it, we will then side with
them, that they should be allowed to
decide, and we will also support their
decision. What disturbs me is not so
much the question of the Macedonian
peasants, but rather whether there isn't
a touch of chauvinist poison in Greek
workers. That is very dangerous. For us,
who are for a Balkan federation of soviet
states, it is all the same if Macedonia
belongs to lhis federation as an autonomous whole" or part of another state.
However, if the Macedonians are oppressed by the bourgeois government, or
feel that they are oppressed, we must
give them support."
- Leon Trotsky, "A Discussion on
Greece," Spring 1932, in
Writings of Leon Trotsky
Supplement (1929-33)

Mass demonstration
in Athens during
April 2001 general
strike against
attacks on pensions.
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The split inside the group in Greece
came to a head over Spiros' refusal to
recognize and fight against the national
oppression of the Arvanite'i-an Orthodox Christian minority of Albanian
descent who migrated to what is now
Greece during the Middle Ages. The
Arvanites have been forcibly Hellenized
and face hideous discrimination and punishments even for sp,eaking their own
language in public.
To simply mention that national minorities exist in Greece is not merely taboo,

it carries the risk of prosecution ..In 200 I,
Vlach activist Sotiris Bletsas was dragged
through the courts for distributing a leaflet that stated there are five linguistic
minorities in Greece. Bletsas' acquittal
after an appeal is regarded as a landmark legal decision because it tacitly
accepts that Arvanitika, Vlach, Macedonian, Turkish and Pomak are spoken on
Greek soil. We defended Bletsas against
the Greek bourgeois state in our intervention during the Polytechnic demonstrations in 200 I.
Under capitalist rule, anti-Roma
[Gypsy] racism has been rife throughout
the Balkans. In Greece, 137 Roma were
forced to move from their houses which
were located in the vicinity of the Olympic Stadium construction site. Roma,
along with Albanian immigrants, have
increasingly been the victims of brutal
police violence. One Albahian was murdered and arol}nd 100 injured after a football match between Greece and Albania
in early September and racist mobs
attacked Albanians in several cities,
including Athens and Thessaloniki. Albanian immigrants in Greece number
around one million people. Immigrants
are not merely victims of racist terror but
an integral part of the proletariat, which
confirms the importance of our call for
the workers movement to defend immigrants and to fight for full citizenship
rights for all immigrants. The defense of
the rights of oppressed nationalities and
immigrants is the only means by which
the proletariat, consisting of workers of
different ethnicities, can be united in the
struggle for socialist revolution.
Another key question for revolutionaries in Greece is combatting anti-Turkish
Greek chauvinism in regard to Cyprus, as
we state in the "Agreement for Common
Work." Any proletarian. internationalist
perspective for Cyprus needs to begin
with the call for the immediate withdrawal of all the Greek troops from
Cyprus, as well as the Turkish army, the
British troops and bases and the UN
contingent!
The Greek Orthodox church is a central pillar of the Greek capitalist order
and fuels national chauvinism, directed
particularly against Turkish people and
against all Muslims, enforcing the ties
between the Greek working class and its
exploiters. An example of the sinister,
chauvinist role of the Church was seen in
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2000 when proposals by the thenPASOK government t"at would have
removed the documenting of a person's
religion on national identity cards were
met with reactionary mobilizations led
by the Orthodox clergy. We are for the
separation of church and state!

For Women's Liberation
Through Socialist Revolution!
The main institution for the oppression
of women is the family. For the ruling
class the family serves as the vehicle for
transmitting private property from one
generation to the next while serving in
general as a mechanism for regimenting
the population through the inculcation of
conservative social values. Thus, the liberation of women cannot be achieved
without the abolition of the system of private property. The expropriation of the
bourgeoisie through proletarian revolution and the extension of that revolution
to the more advanced industrial countries,
establishing the material foundations for
a socialist soc.iety of material abundance, ,
will lay the basis for the replacement of
the family.
In Greece, women did not have the
right to vote until 1956, while the dowry
was only formally abolished in 1986 and
in reality still exists. Although abortion
was legalized (with severe restrictions)
in 1986, it is difficult to obWiin, particularly for teenagers and poor women. We
are for free abortion on demand!
Following the counterrevolution in the
Soviet Union and East Europe, women
workers in Greece, as elsewhere, have
been those most affected by the capitalists' attacks on the working masses.
Working mothers have faced the closure
of public nurseries and kindergartens.
We fight for free, quality health care and
for free, 24-hour childcare.
Greek society is extremely homo-

phobic, as was demonstrated recently by
the case of the Mega Channel TV broadcaster, which was fined €100,000 for
showing a gay kiss in its Close Your Eyes
series. In counterposition to the homophobic Greek left we seek to act as a Leninist tribune of the oppressed and defend
the democratic rights of homosexuals,
including their right to marriage and to
have children. All consensual forms of
sexuality should be private and the state or
church must not intervene. We call for
"state and church out of the bedroom."

For a Revolutionary
Workers Party!
The Greek Communi.:;t Party (KKE) is
a mass reformist party' with major influence and roots in the working class.
Unlike the Stalinophobic Greek fake
Trotskyists, we do not ignore the KKE,
but seek to win its working-class base to
the genuine communism of Lenin and
Trotsky. As we wrote in Workers Vanguard No. 565 (11 December 1992):
"The KKE is the historic mass party of
the Greek working class. Its partisan
struggle against the Nazi wartime occupation and in the civil war that broke
out in 1944 gave it grel;lt authority. That
authority was duly abused to block the
seizure of power by the working class at
the end of the war, when tlte Communist
Party, as in Francea.nd Italy, made peace
with the bourgeoisie, disarmed the working class and entered into a popular-front
capitalist government to rebuild the
Greek capitalist state machine. This 1945
betrayal did not prevent the bourgeoisie,
aided and abetted by British and U.S. imperialism, from turning on the Communists, renewing the civil war and slaughtering thousands in a campaign designed
to break the potential for working-class
revolution.
"The defeat of the KKE-Ied forces in
1949, conforming to Stalin's postwar
settlement with Churchill that gave
Greece to imperialism, paved the way for
a series of rightist regimes. culminating
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Thessaloniki,
June 2003:
Police rampage
against leftist
protesters
outside
European Union
meeting.

in the infamous colonels' dictatorship of
1967-74. Despite this history, the goal of
the KKE has remained to find its way
back into the corridors of capitalist
.power."

While the KKE is a mass reformist
workers party, the Pan-Hellenic Socialist
Movement (PAS OK) is a bourgeoispopulist formation and has been so from
its foundation. In contrast to elements
on the Greek left, such as the Cliffites,
'we reject on principle any political
support to this party of the class enemy.
The Greek comrades worked together
with comrades from the ICL 'long before
the section was founded. In this collaboration we produced. a number of leaflets,
translating key articles-e.g., "Declaration of Principles and Some Elements of
Program," "The Bankruptcy of 'New
Class' Theories," "Women's Liberation
and the Struggle Against Imperialist Subjugation" and others. We wrote a statement in defense of the arrested anarchists
and other protesters in Thessaloniki in
2003 against state repression. We defend
and call for the immediate release of all
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those jailed in the roundup of the ELA
and "17 November" groups [two groups
tlIat grew out of opposition to the rule of
the military junta in Greece from 196774; they generally targeted representatives of the bourgeois state and imperialism]. When the oppressed act against the
bourgeoisie and its state, we defend them
against capitalist repression; however, we
oppose the desperate petty-bourgeois strategy of individual terrorism which is antithetical to the task of rendering the proletariat conscious that it is the only class
with the historic interest and social force
to smash capitalist exploitation.
The commdes of the Trotskyist Group
of Greece, section of the ICL, are committed to building a party that represents
the interests of the multiethnic working
class and champions the rights of all. the
oppressed-women, homosexuals, youth,
immigrants and ethnic minorities. It is
necessary to fight for the political independence of the proletariat in order to
overthrow the capitalist order by successful proletarian revolution.
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Agreement for Common Work Between Greek Comrades and the lel (FI)
1. The current group in Greece originated from a split within a group that
had been having discussions with the
ICL since 1999. The reason for the split
was a months-long fight over the
national question-the defense of the
rights of national minorities in Greece
and opposition to Greek national chauvinism. There were previously fights
with others in the original group about
the Russian question, the centrality of
the woman question in Greece, the general strike question and the party question. As an excuse for breaking with the
ICL over these questions, a minority of
the group cynically accused the ICL of
"centrism" and "chauvinism" when the
bombing against Afghanistan began in
October 2001 (International Internal
Bulletin No. 54).
2. Comrades of the Greek group came
to the politics of the ICL through fights
and subsequent splits centered on the
Russian question. Two members had
split from the [ex-Morenoite] Communist League/Workers Power group over
the defense of the Chinese deformed
workers state, while another comrade of
the original group wrote a document supporting the intervention of the ICL into
the DDR in 1989-90. Another comrade
of the current group came from the
Greek Communist Party. Given the influence that the CP has in the Greek working class, it is the main obstacle, so it is
very important for the future of the
group that an ex-member of the CP is
one of the Greek comrades. The group
stands for the unconditional military
defense of the deformed workers
states-China, North Korea, Vietnam
and Cuba-and for proletarian political
revolution against the bureaucracy. We
came to agree with the ICL's analysis of
the collaI1Se o~ Staljnism in East Europe
through studymg .the ."Documents and
Discussion on the Collapse of Stalinism"
by Seymour and St. John iQ Spartacist
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More than 200,000
rally outside
heavily guarded
U.S. embassy
in Athens during
four-hour nationwide
strike against
U.S.-led invasion of
Iraq, March 2003.

No. 45-46 (Winter 1990-91), on which a
comrade of the ICL gave a presentation.
The Greek group agrees. with the position of the ICL on Afghanistan, "Hail
Red Army in Afghanistan." There is initial agreement with the ICL's position on
Poland, although it has not been discussed in the current group. We reject
the Stalinophobia of the anti-communist
Greek pseudo-Trotskyists who refuse to
intervene into the Greek Communist
Party-a mass pro-Soviet Stalinist party
that has the support of the most
advanced sections of the Greek working
class and youth.
3. Greece is a Balkan country, and it is.
the only Balkan country to which the
October Revolution did not extend. And

the Greek capitalist state is the only one
in the Balkans that does riot recognize
any national minority. A Trotskyist group
in Greece must fight against Greek chauvinism and defend the rights of national
minorities-which are forcibly Hellen~
ized-the Macedonians, Vlachs, Pomaks,
Turks, Cham (Muslim) Albanians and
the Arvanites, etc., including the right of
self-determination, especially for the
Macedonian and Albanian minorities. It
is also important to defend the rights of
the persecuted Roma people. The cOmrades fight against Greek chauvinist poison inside the working class. The resolution of the myriad national questions in
the Balkans requires a socialist federation of the Balkans.

4. A Trotskyist group must be a Leninist "tribune of the people." Arid for
Greece, where the ultra-reactionary Orthodox church has enormoUs influence,
the· oppression of women is extreme.
The Greek "holy trinity" of "homelandreligion-family" which the capitalist state
promotes is strongly connected with the
national and the woman questions. A central issue for Trotskyists must be the fight
for the liberation of womeh""through socialist revolution lind opposition to women's
oppression. We fight for full democratic
rights for homosexuals, in opposition to
the male-chauvinist, homophobic Greek·
society and the Greek left. We are for the
separation of church and state.
5. The Greek comrades stand for full
citizenship rights for all immigrants.
They have already carried out many
interventions, both in common work
with comrades of the ICL and by themselves, into immigrant demonstrations.
Immigrants-Albanian, Kurd, Pakistani,
Bangladeshi, Russian, Iraqi, Palestinian,
etc.-have become a key component of
the proletariat in Greece and the Greek
group has to fight for the unity of the
proletariat against any kind of racism.
6. The group agrees with the position
of the ICL on the recent war on Iraq
and the Afghanistan war in 2001. The
Greek group fought under the slogans:
Defend Iraq against the imperialist attack
of the U.S. and its allies! Down with
the colonial occupation of Iraq! All
American and allied troops out of the
Near East now! We called for class
struggle against the capitalist rulers at
home in counterposition to the Greek
left, which had a very parochial position: "No Greek participation in the Iraq
war" and also against the pacifism of
the antiwar movement "Stop the War."
We supported the bloc~ade of the American Soudabase and we intervened in
the workers strikes against the war. We
continued on page 9

7

Jonquiere, Quebec

Union Victory Against Wal-Mart
The article below was. published in
Spartacist Canada No. 143 (Winter
200412005), newspaper of the Trotskyist
LeaguelLigue Trotskyste, Canadian section . of the International Communist
League.

When Wal-Mart workers in Jonquiere
won union recognition in August it was
international news. Everywhere, workers
Right: Wal-Mart
who have been on the receiving end of
workers in
layoffs and union-busting cheered a vicJonquiere, Canada
tory against the labour-hating retai~'
won union
giant. It was a hard-fought battle and the
recognition in
170 mostly women workers were jUSHy
August. This victory
proud. A few months earlier, the United
should be catalyst
Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW)
for union organizing
drive against Waldrive at the store was set back after a
Mart in U.S. Below:
union vote narrowly lost. A 2002 effort
UFCW strikers march
to unionize was also defeated. For now,
outside. Wal-Mart
the Jonquiere store is the Oldy unionized
store
in California,
Wal-Mart north of Mexico.
October 2003.
Now comes the struggle. for a first
contract. It won't be easy to beat the
union-busting weapons in. Wal-Mart's
arsenal and win more than.the starvation
wages-about $7.60 to $8.60 an hourand terrible working conditions at WalMart. In 1997 ,the UFCW organized a
Windsor, Ontario store but the union
was decertified. Wal-Mart meatcutters in
Jacksonville, Texas won union recognition only to have the boss shut down its
meatcutting operations. Now Wal-Mart
threatens to close its Jonquiere store,
whining that it is suddenly unprofitable.
Wal-Mart is the biggest retailer on the
planet. Sales in 2004 are pegged at $256
billion (U.S.)-more than the GDP of
Austria. It's the biggest private employer
in the U.S., and in Mexico it controls
half the grocery business. In Canada,
with 234 stores and six Sam's Clubs, in
just ten years Wal-Mart has cornered half
the department store market.
What is the source ofWal-Mart's huge
profits? They do what capitalists do:
Wal-Mart's success is a reflection of
squeeze workers to the bone with povthe grim 'state of affairs for unionized
erty wages, keep out' the union and
workers in North America. In the U.S.
undercut competitors. To stay "union
today, the unionization rate is just 13
ftee," Wal-Mart will stop at nothing. A
percent. In Canada, it is much higher at
company manual instructs managers that
. 30.5 percent. But this is deceptive: in the
"Staying union free is a full-time comprivate sector, the rate has plummeted in
mitment. ... The secret of staying union
just a generation from 26 percent in 1977
free is the internal elimination of probto just 18 percent today. Behind this
lems." And that means threats, intimidanumber is the story of relentless attacks
tion and firing for anyone who looks
on workers, unions and livelihoods, comsideways at a union.
pounded by a labour leadership that has
pushed concessions and givebacks down
the workers' throats.
The drive to organize Wal-Mart is a key
challenge for all of labour: turn back the
tide of defeats and start moving forward, or lose yet more ground to the
profit-bloated capitalists. The UFCW has
also applied for recognition in Brossard
and Saint-Hyacinthe, Quebec. In Terrace,
B.C. [British Columbia], Weyburn, Saskatchewan and again in Windsor, UFCW
organizers are signing up Wal-Mart workers. At seven B.C. Wal-Mart Tire & Lube
Express departments, workers signed cards
with UFCW Local 1518.
A successful fight to organize WalMart across Canada could be a springboard for a powerful organizing drive
south of the border. But beating back this
Subscription: 4 Issues
viciously anti-union outfit requires breakC$3 US$5
ing with the UFCW leadership'S legalist
Order from/pay to:
strategy of relying on labour boards and
Spartacist CC}.nada Publishing
other agencies of the ~apitalist state. T.he
Box 6867 Station A, Toronto ON
labour movement has powerful tactics
M5W 1X6
and traditions that can forge unions and
S"partacist PlJblishing Co.
win strikes: mass pickets, hot cargo edicts
Box 1377 GPO,
(secondary boycotts), plant and building
New York, NY 10116
occupations; politica! solidarity strikes.
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voking the Wal-Mart bogey, Loblaws got
the UFCW misleaders to ram through an
appendix to Local 1000a's current contract enforcing lower pay and benefits, no
sick days, no Sunday premiums and no
Christmas bonus for people at the new
stores. Brazenly calling this stinker a
"no concessions" package, the union
brass agreed to Loblaws' demand that
the 12,000-strong Loc'al 1000a not be
allowed to vote on it! As Wal-Mart and
Loblaws battle for supremacy, both are
waging a relentless war on current and
future workers, slashing wages and conditions and keeping out the union or rendering it housebroken.
In the U.S., too, the bosses use the WalMart spectre to gut union jobs and wages.
A year ago, 60,000 UFCW workers
waged a bitter strike against the Southern
California supermarket bosses. But instead of mobilizing the collective, countrywide strength of the union, each region
was left to negotiate separately. Hundreds
of thousands of workers also fighting for
new contracts were kept chained to the
job. Massive support from other unions,
including an eight-hour port shutdown by
ILWU longshoremen in Los Angeles, bolstered the strike, but it was not mobilized
on the picket lines and at distribution centers. Faced with a drawn-out battle and a
leadership opposed to doing what was
needed to win, the strikers returned to
work after five months with a deeply concessionary contract that includes a threeyear wage freeze and a pernicious twotier wage scheme (see "UFCW Strike and

"'1~~~i*;git~~it~~~)~:%~,~~~§~
Workers and Bosses Have No
Interes~s in Common

Key to winning union recognition .and a
decent contract for Wal-Mart workers
will be active solidarity by the longshore,
trucking and rail unions who can stop the
flow of goods to the stores and dist~ibu
tion centers.

Capitalist Profiteering and the
Decline of Labour
Wal-Mart is poised to enter the
supermarket business in Canada, now
dominated by the all-Canadian grocery
giant Loblaws, owned by the fabulously
wealthy Weston family. Karl Marx was
right on the money when he described the
tendency of capitalism toward monopoly.
Two decades ago, there were some 20
major supermarket operators in Canada.
Today Loblaws is by far the largest
national food chain, having driven out
most of its competitors.
In the 1970s, a union job in a supermarket looked fairly secure and you
could get by on your paycheck. The
industry is still heavily unionized-at
Loblaws, about 85 percent. But after
years of the union tops bowing to the
companies' attacks, the jobs pay only a
bit better than Wal-Mart, are part-time
and have multi-tier wage schemes that
set workers against each other. In B.C. in
the late 1980s when Loblaws opened its
Real Canadian Superstores, at the company's behest the UFCW tops created Ii
new second-class local with lower wages
and conditions for the 8-9,000 workers
hired over the next decade.
In 2003, theUFCW tops did another
dirty deal, this time in Ontario' where
Loblaws plans to open superstores. In-

A seri us North American organizing
drive against Wal-Mart would resonate
among workers everywhere. But victory requires a class-struggle perspective
counterposed to the narrow pro-capitalist
outlook of the current union leadership.
Wal-Mart is committed to its class interests. As one union organizer put it, "They
are very disciplined, af1{f they've got a
program" (NaJion, 28 June). The workers
and their unions need that same hardn.osed class understanding. Yet the union
leadership instead pushes the classcollaborationist lie that workers and their
bosses share a common interest.
This is seen most starkly in the view
that increased profits for the bosses benefit the workers. In a memo to Local
1000a justifying their sellout deal with
Loblaws, the UFCW tops were explicit:
" ... a more successful and profitable
company will be able to provide more
job security and stability." The experience of millions of workers who are
ruined while they see the bosses amass
vast wealth shows how false this is. As
Karl Marx explained in Wage-Labour
and Capital: "A rapid growth of capital
is synonymQUS with' rapid growth of
profits. Profits can grow rapidly only
when the price of labour-the relative
wages-decrease just as rapidly.... "
The union tops invariably urge workers to rely on capitalist governments and
courts. In places like B.c. and Ontario,
the UFCW puts its hopes in electing
NDP [New Democratic Party] governments which they expect will undo provincial anti-union laws. But the NDP is no
"friend of labour." It's a social-democratic
party committed in every way to the capitalist system. Just look how they sabotaged the recent HEU hospital workers
strike in B.C., helping ram through a
wretched give-back deal just as the province was on the edge of a general strike

WORKERS VANGUARD

in solidarity with the HEU. For every
pro-union platitude muttered in opposition, when it's in power the NDP rules in
the bosses' interests, breaking strikes and
slashing social services.
In the U.S., labour is disarmed by the
union leadership's allegiance to the capitalist Democratic Party. Andrew Stern,
president of the Service Employees
International Union. bemoaned the low
unionization rate as an electoral liability:
"When only 13 percent of the American
work force is in unions. our ability to
win national elections is limited" (New
York Times. 10 November). Stern is calling on the AFL-CIO to use the $25 million-a-year Union Plus credit card royalties to organize Wal-Mart and double the
amount spent on organizing. But the
AFL-CIO spent six times that-over
$150 million-to get out the vote for
Democrat John Kerry. Bush's win is bad
news for workers, but Kerry's election
would not have been good news. Like
the Republicans, the Democrats are a
ruling-class party dedicated to the interests of the American capitalists, which
are counterposed to those of workers,
blacks and all the oppressed.
The union misleaders pound workers
with the idea that the bosses' state-its
courts and cops-can be an ally in their
struggles. Countless strikes have foundered because of this. In the struggle to
unionize Wal-Mart. many of the union
drives in B.C. and Quebec are tied up
waiting for labour board d~isions. As a
strategy, this demobilizes workers. Far
from neutral, these boards are a weapon
of the boss class, and they often back
Wal-Mart.
A UFCW Canada pamphlet against
Wal-Mart is called "Blowing the Whistle
on a Neighbourhood Bully." One of its
political themes is protectionism. "Blowing the Whistle" points the finger at
cheap foreign labour in Myanmar and
Thailand, and tries to scandalize WalMart by pointing out that its "Made in
Canada" label on manufactured goods is
bogus. But Canadian capitalists are not a
shred better than their U.S. counterparts.
Look at Loblaws' Capitalists go where
they will make thc greatest profits. and
they will always try to drive down wages
and conditions. Protectionism doesn't
save jobs. It does undermine the international class struggle needed to win, especially against global conglomerates like
Wal-Mart,' setting workers against each
other instead of the capitalist bosses.
Protectionism, the idea that Canadian
workers have interests counterposed to
workers in other countries, is not unique
to the UFCW leaders. Buzz Hargrove's
CAW autoworkers union trumpets a "progressive," social unionism. But the CAW
leadership vituperates against Japanese
and Korean cars. undercutting international solidarity and the unity of workers

Greece ...
( continued from page 7)
called for Greek troops out of Cyprus.
7. A key question confronting Trotskyists in Greece is the question of Cyprus
and our internationalist, class-struggle
opposition to the anti-Turkish chauvinism of the Greek bourgeoisie. We call for
the immediate withdrawal of all Greek
troops from the island. We also demand
the withdrawal of the Turkish army, the
UN contingent and the British troops and
bases. Our fight is for a proletarian solution to the national question, which of
necessity requires the revolutionary overthrow of the nationalist bourgeoisies in
Nicosia/Letkosa, Athens and Ankara.
8. The group agrees on the ICL's analysis and thesis on Pabloism. We want to
fight to forge a Greek section of the ICL.
We have been contributing our monthly
payment since May 2002. We accept
the discipline of a democratic-centralist
international. The International, according to Lenin and Trotsky, is the necessary tool for the fight against capitalism,
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program and aims, and for the most part
their tactics, to what is acceptable to the
bosses.
Organizing Wal-Mart, especially as it
moves into the multiracial urban areas
of Montreal, Toronto and Vancouver,
requires consciously fighting the antiimmigrant racism and chauvinism the
bosses use to poison union struggles.
During last year's UFCW strike, U.S.
"Homeland Security" agents raided 60
Wal-Marts, rounding up 250 undocumented workers. Instead of fighting to
defend these desperate immigrant workers, the UFCW bureaucrats-who say
they want to organize Wal-Mart-did
nothing to mobilize the union in their
behalf.
Immigrants are a big component of
the Canadian working class, and in
Toronto, comprise a massive 75 percent
of food industry workers. Along with
their Canadian-born daughters and sons,
immigrants are often in the forefront of
militant class battles like the B.C. hospital workers strike last spring. The fact
that Wal-Mart plays on the insecurities
of immigrants who know they are vulnerable to arbitrary firings and loss of
status makes concrete that the demand
"Full citizenship rights for all immigrants!" is in the interests of all workers.
It's not accidental that the UFCW
gained recognition first in Quebec, where
the reality of national oppression has
often fuelled militant class battles. The
Quebec unionization rate is 4) percent,
and Jonquiere, and the whole Saguenay
region, has a history of militant workingclass struggle. Parallel to the UFCW's
Wal-Mart campaign, last January Alcan
workers in Jonquiere occupied Alcan's
Arvida smelter in a spectacular action to
prevent the closure of the plant and the
loss of 550 jobs. This defiance of the cap-

italists' sacred private property won the
support of workers in the area and only
ended after the Quebec Labour Relations
Board ruled the action illegal.
It's good that an il}ternational union,
the UFCW, is running a union drive spanning Quebec and English Canada, for this
can help undercut the anti-Quebec chauvinism that is rife among Anglo-Canadian
workers. For decades the labour leaders
of English Canada-and especially the
NDP-have pushed reactionary "Canadian unity," which is really support for the
oppression of the Quebecois nation. This
undermines solidarity with the Quebec
labour movement, which in the main supports independence, and drives Quebecois workers into the arms of the bourgeois nationalists of the Parti Quebecois.
The result is a working class that is
deeply divided along national lines. In
English Canada militant workers must
oppose Anglo chauvinism down the line
and advocate Quebec independence, thus
showing Quebec workers that they, not
the Quebecois bosses, are their true allies.
In the struggle to unionize Wal-Mart,
the grinding oppression of working-class
women is also a burning issue. In the
biggest class-action suit in U.S. history
1.6 million former and current Wal-Mart
women employees are demanding restitution for years of vicious and flagrant antiwoman discrimination. Union control of
hiring, with affirmative action recruitment and training for women and minorities, would go some ways to redressing
historic inequalities. For the impoverished and heavily female workforce at
Wal-Mart, demands for free 24-hour child
care would strike a real chord. Taking on
the destruction of the health care system,
the demand for decent across-the-board
medical benefits must be linked to the
fight for free, quality health care for all.
In the 1930s and '40~, the thousands
of militants who considered themselves
communists propelled the great industrial union organizing drives forward.
Motivated by their ideals of building
a society where those who labour rule,
they knew that spiking the bosses' attacks on minorities and immigrants was
crucial to victory. This must inspire
today's militants who face the task of
ousting the cowardly union bureaucrats
and forging a new, class-struggle leadership of the unions. The fight to organize
the unorganized could be the crucible in
which a revolutionary workers party is
forged in political struggle against the
pro-capitalist labour brass and the NDP.
Such a party is indispensable to unite the
working class and lead it- in the revolutionary overthrow of the bosses' rule. A
workers government that rips the economy out of the hands of the capitalists is
the only road to the creation of a truly
human society in which production is for
human need, not profit..

for new October Revolutions and for the
pIe, defined to include peasants, small
protection of national sections from alien
businessmen, managers, etc. The 3 Sepclass pressures. We fight against the pretember Declaration is moreover one of
tenders to Trotskyism-the SWP, Taaffethe more leftist expressions of PASOK's
ites, etc.-who are an obstacle to the
politics, as it is liberally spiced with
reforging of a Trotskyist party. We seek
some quasi-Marxist verbiage. This "left"
to build the party through splits and
face was, however, jettisoned within a
fusions, including from among the CP
few years of the party's founding and
youth and the anarchist milieu.
any would-be "leftists" were soon
9. Unlike the Stalinist Communist
expelled from the party. In contrast to
Party, which is a reformist party based
elements of the Greek left, such as the
on the industrial proletariat, PASOK is a
Cliffites, we reject on principle any politbourgeois-populist political formation.
ical support-including electoral supWhile it has influence in the main trade·port-to this party of the class enemy.
union federations in Greece (which are
10. An important task is the reading of
generally craft unions), PASOK's exisWorkers Vanguard and other ICL propatence is not dependent on the labor
ganda, and continuing the reading of
.movement. PASOK's origins are in the
Marxist classics for cadre development.
bourgeois Centre Party of George PapanWe should study and learn from the long
and complex history of the Greek Trotdreou-the father of PASOK founder
Andreas-whose social base the party
skyist movement (e.g., the Greek Archioinherited. PASOK's ideological underMarxists and the Communist League of
pinnings are illustrated by the party's" • America's Greek newspaper) and make
seminal 3 September [1974] founding
it available to the rest of the ICL.
Declaration, which combined hawkish
As Trotskyists in Greece we have to
Greek nationalism over the Cyprus issue
study about the Greek Civil War/national
with characteristic populist claims to
question/Cyprus, as well as the Trotskyrepresent all "dispossessed" Greek peoist movement and its split during World

War II on the Nazi occupation. The comrades need to study the ICL's statement
on the imperialist bombing of Serbia and
the Balkan slaughter and, with the help of
the ICL, the national minorities in Greece
as a part of the Balkans.
II. In order to accommodate this common work it is necessary to study the
English language. It's also necessary for
comrades of the ICL to study Greek.
12. As a task we have to project
some modest public work in interventions through regular sales to the student
milieu. In opponent meetings and in
demonstrations we have already participated in common work with the ICL in
Greece and in London.
13. Until it is realistic for a comrade to
be able to transfer to Greece, it would be
helpful for the Greek group to get more
frequent visits, of longer duration. As soon
as possible we need a comrade to transfer
to help in the building of the section and
the organizing of our political work.
14. We look forward to producing
propaganda related to the class struggle
in Greek society in order to intervene to
give flesh to the ICL program .•

Potvin/FTQ

Jonquiere, Canada: Mass demonstration in support of militant occupation of
Alcan's Arvida smeltet, January.

here, themselves of myriad nationalities
and races. And for all Hargrove's militant
posturing, many workers at A&P and
Dominion stores, organized by the
CAW's Retail Wholesale division, are
also subjected to multi-tier wage schemes,
their pay starting at around the minimum
wage.
In Canada and the U.S., the union tops
rail against China. Wal-Mart is the eighth
largest buyer of exported goods from
China. These goods are largely produced
in the Special Economic Zones (SEZs)
by firms usually owned at least in part by
outside capitalists. This China bashing
serves the U.S. imperialists and their
Canadian junior partners in the counterrevolutionary crusade to open up China
to full-scale capitalist exploitation, turning it into a giant sweatshop.
The union tops' fulminations against
China do double duty, both pushing antiCommunism and scapegoating a "foreign
enemy" for the loss of jobs, instead of
fighting capitalism at home. Just as workers defend their unions-despite the sellout leaders-against the bosses, workers
must defend China against imperialistbacked counterrevolution despite the Chinese bureaucracy's accommodation to the
capitalist market.

For a Fighting Labour
Movement to_ Bring Wal-Mart to
Its Knees!
What will it take to organiz~ WalMart? In a sense, the answer to this is
also the answer to the question: How to
turn around the situation for the working
class? Militant tactics don't guarantee
victory, even if the struggle is led by
class-struggle Marxists. But class struggle is the only way workers have won or
held on to significant gain~. The problem
is the present union leaders limit their
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AIDS ...
( continued from page 1)
white capitalists, the ANC regime has
laid off thousands of workers (with
unemployment among A:fricans running
at 50 per cent), kept education as a privilege for the children of a few ANC cronies
and the white racist ruling class, and shut
down·hospitals. They've made their calcu-

SPARTACIST S~}1ll~A~
lations that all lives are not of equal value,
that only the unskilled, unemployed and
subsistence farmers and women will be
hit. They have decided that the casualties
of HIV/ AIDS can continu~ to mount,
with the grim reaper cutting down any
movement demanding treatment.
This calculating hostility to the poor
and defenceless is not only criminal, it
is tragically wrong. This disease strikes
at society's productive population, especially the working class. At least 100,000
students are without teachers because
of HIV/AIDS. And yet another long:'
suppressed government study reveals the
devastation of workers in public service.
A staggering 46 per cent of adult deaths
are AIDS related. The utter devaluation of
human life by the ANC further underscores the brutality and inherent irrationality of the capitalist system.

South Africa Torn Apart
by AIDS Crisis
Protests in South Africa have cast an
intense spotlight, including internationally, on the ruling party's perfidy. The
"new" stance of the ANC government is
partially a concession designed to head
off further struggle against its reactionary policies, especially by the working
class. It's significant that unions like
the National Union of Metal Workers of

UNAIDS

had infuriated the regime, received the
Nelson Mandela Award for Health and
Human Rights for struggle in the "best
traditions of the anti-apartheid movement." The chairman of Anglo-America,
the mining giant, chimed in lauding the
TAC's leadership.

Africa and Imperialist Hypocrisy
For their own reasons, a number of
South African and foreign capitalist interests prefer Mbeki adopt an official policy
formally consistent with medical science.
Indeed, relieving the opprobrium in which
AIDS policy was viewed by the AngloAmerican imperialists and the United
Nations was a factor influencing the decision to announce ARV distribution. But if
the imperialist powers embrace this seeming change, it is because the regionally
powerful South Africa is their preferred
instrument for intervention on what they
call the "hopeless" continent. The ANC's
extending asylum to U.S.-deposed Haitjan president Aristide, opposing the war
in Iraq, and supporting the Palestinian
leader Arafat cannot mask the fact that

ing reserves from western and central
Africa, especially Nigeria, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Angola. In response,
France and other European countries
have moved to reassert their "influence"
in former colonies, like the Ivory Coast.
Along these lines, a Pentagon official
made clear that a key ingredient in
regional African security "is national militaries that are capable and competent and
not dying of AIDS." The forging of a special relationship with the South African
military and restoring its combat readiness is a priority of the American imperialists. Recently, results of soldiers coming forward for one HIV test showed an
astounding 87 per cent rate of positives,
and estimates for overall infection rates
range from 23 to 40 per cent. It was thus
mutually satisfactory then that the U.S.'s
National Institutes of Health (NIH) gave
$35 million (mainly for ARVs) to the,
South African National Defence Force.
The U.S., Britain and other imperialist
governments, despite hypocritical criticisms of Mbeki, act as enforcers for the
extortionate drug monopolies. The Bush
administration has waged an international
campaign against generic ARV s and condoms, and manipulated billions in aid
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ANC neoI
apartheid rule:
police attack
demonstrator
at Soweto
township
protest against
water and
electriCity fees
in October.

South Africa (NUMSA) and the National
Union of Mineworkers (NUM) ,worked
out agreements with the bosses to get
ARV s to strategic layers of the proletariat
(in auto, gold and platinum .mining) that
will keep capitalism churning out profits.
While·these are piecemeal efforts derived
from the strategic interests of the capitalists, they also reflect searing anger and
resentment at the base of society. .
The divisions on HIV/AIDS within the
ruling ANC and South Africa as a whole
run deep. A University of Cape Town
economist wrote: "The cabinet was probably forced into announcing a treatment
programme by the sheer weight of public pressure and by concerns to defuse
the issue before the 2004 elections"
(Nicoli Nattrass, The Moral Economy of
AIDS in South A/rica, 2004). In September 2003, Mbeki told the Washington Post he had no personal know ledge
of anyone who had the virus or had
died of AIDS. In a reply that resonated
widely, the Afrikaner satirist Pieter-Dirk
Uys said: "He lies and so condemns his
nation to death .... Like when Steve Biko
died the then-apartheid minister of 'Justice' Jimmy Kruger famously said: 'It
leaves
cold.', South Africa leaves
Thabo Mbeki cold."· That October the
TAC, which had earlier launched and
then suspended civil disobedience that

me
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the ANC is a junior partner to the bloody
Bush gang. Under their rule, the South
African capitalists have sharply increased
investment in sub-Saharan Africa and provided troops for imperialist "peacekeep- '
ing" schemes. After the Iraq war,' U.S.
president Bush visited South Africa and,
declared that Mbeki is his point man on
Zimbabwe.
The recent period has seen intensified
jockeying between imperialist powers
over the control of Africa. The U.S. is
setting up "anti-terrorist command centres" in the eastern African countries of
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda.
According to journalist Pierre Abramovici, U.S. forces have also recently been
involved in a series of military opera~
tions in the Sahel, the buffer zone
between the oil fields in North Africa
and those of the Gulf of Guinea (Le
Monde Diplomatique, July 2004). Using
the "war on terror" as a pretext, the U.S.
imperialists have strengthened their ties
to African officer corps and are moving
in to protect sources and supply lines
for important primary resources like
manganese, cobalt, chrome, gold, industrial diamonds and (especially) oil. Over
the next ten years, Africa is projected
to become the U.S.'s second most important supplier of oil after the Near East,
and the imperialists are greedily eye-

ca . interest"~tio ~ a .reaCtio1'lfry ~IIllMian
agenda of opposition to abortion and
preaching abstinence. Since the patents
for each component are held by different
companies, only the generic ARV,s provide necessary medication in one pill (2 or
3 in 1). This is a qualitative enhancement
in economically back~ard countries,
where access to medical treatment and
transport is limited.
Cheap drugs to treat AIDS don't get
to Africa because the capitalist bloodsuckers on Wall Street and in the City
of London don't want them to. This
doesn't stop the same pharmaceutical
giants from dumping all sorts of drugs not
yet approved for the West on Africarr
countries. Or worse, in the late 1990s, 15
studies on mother-to-infant transmission
funded by theU.S. and the UNused a placebo instead of AZT-this, when AZT
was known to effectively block this type
of HIV transmission. 1,502 infants were
expected to die, echoing (if not replicating!) the infamous, racist U.S.-funded
Tuskegee experiment where poor blacks
in the rural south were denied the known
treatment for syphilis. It's within this
context that ,Mbeki's rants about using
Africans as "guinea pigs" can get a hearing from Africans outraged by the suffering they've endur~d.

Because they perpetuate the conditions
of economic impoverishment and cultural backwardness, the imperialist powers are ultimately responsible for the
horrific scope of the AIDS epidemic
in ,sub-Saharan Africa. The 1980s saw
a mounting economic crisis throughout
most of the continent, which was compounded by IMF and World Bank structural adjustment programmes carried out at
the behest of the imperialist bankers. The
wholesale economic devastation of the
continent has been deepened further by
the destruction of the Soviet Union,
which had acted as a counterweight to
American imperialism. During the Cold
War, many "Third World" regimes were
able to gamer economic and military aid
by playing off Moscow and Washington.
Driven by economic desperation and the
manifest bankruptcy of African nationalism, there has been a resurgence of national, tribal and clan rivalries, leading to
almost continuous warfare throughout the
continent, supplemented by tribal and
clan massacres. In tum, these have been
cynically manipulated by the imperialists
and African politicians for their own
ends. The UN, the IMF, and French imperialism bear significant responsibility for
the 1994 Rwandan Genocide, and intervention by the UN into Darfur, Sudan
is not a solution. From HIV/AIDS to
"humanitarian" relieffor Sudan, the crocodile tears 'of concern for the plight of
Africa is imperialist hypocrisy: All U.S.!
UN/British and French troops out of
Africa! UN/South African troops out of
Burundi and the DRC [Democratic Republic of the CongoJ! Hands off Sudan!

Women's ·Oppression and
the Pandemic
In South Africa the face of HIV/ AIDS
is the African woman. As' we said in
Spartacist South Africa No.1, devoted
entirely to AIDS, the woman' question is
the burning social question here today:
"More than with any other disease in
modern history, every step in the search to
cQl)trol and cur,e. HIYI4-JPS <has "«en

-~peted bythepro~dtiven capi~at',

system and all the backward, repressive,
racist and anti-woman ideological crap
that comes with it. ... And because it is a
sexually transmitted disease, the special
oppression that women suffer under capitalism creates a major obstacle to a cure.
. All the guilt, shame and repressive taboos
about sex that are designed to subjugate
women via bourgeois morality also play
a major role ,in sabotaging a scientific
response to AIDS."

African women between the ages 15 to 24
are two and a half times as likely to be
HIV-infected as their rqale counterparts.
This disparity is partially the result of the
biological flct that HIV is more easily
transmitted from men to women. Sexual
activity also generally starts much earlier
for women, typically with partners five
to seven years older (increa~ing their
chances of infection), and often as "survival sex" for groceries, transport or school
fees. This is only made worse by the widespread male insistence on nyama enyameni (flesh on flesh) and the common
belief that AIDS is a "woman's disease."
The horrific gang rape and murder of
TAC AIDS activiSt Lorna Mlofana in a
shebeen [township bar] toilet is emblematic of the degradation and oppression of women and its intersection with
HIVIAIDS. She was beaten and killed
after telling her attackers she was HIV-
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posItive. Her doctor at the Khayelitsha
clinic said Mlofana. a 21-year-old mother
of a 3-year-old boy, had been taking antiretroviral drugs for the past two years and
was a healthy wQman who courageously
talked about the disease to educate and
counter the stigma associated with it. We
solidarise with the TAC's vigorous protest of this atrocity.
There are some 50,000 reported cases
of rape per year in South Africa. Just
under a third of high school girls indicate
they are victims of rape, and 70 per cent
say they have been coerced into having
sexual intercourse. The myth that sex
with a virgin can cure AIDS has become
a further catalyst in escalating incidents.
of rape of young girls. One South African
journalist who was raped and fought
bureaucratic obstacles to get AZT to prevent HIV infection said: "We won't end
this epidemic until we understand the role
of tradition and religion-and of a culture
in which rape is endemic and has be'come
a prime means of transmitting the disease
to young women as well as children."
Mbeki labelled the journalist "racist" for
this observation. In fact, traditional views
are frequently comingled and overlap
with the religious doctrines of the Christian church and missionaries wherein sex
is made a "moral" issue, thereby reinforcing the stigma of AIDS. The control of
this pandemic is inconceivable without a
profound struggle against this retrograde
social backwardness.
The oppression of women and children
is bound up with the role of the bourgeois
monogamous .family under capitalism,
where women are treated as property of
men, slated to raise the next generation of
wage slaves. The oppression of women
may take an even more extreme form in
the traditional African family, especially
when polygamy is still sanctioned. The

Spartacist

Nurses during 1995 wildcat strike carried' signs reading "Away with Mandela,"
denounced ANC leader as "driver of gravy train" for aspiring black
capitalists. ANC government fired 6,000 nurses after strike.

ARVs. In one public incident, the Minister of Health labelled the combative TAC
leader Mark Heywood as a "white man"
who tells "our Africans" that "you must
toyi toyi [martial protest dance] here." In
a speech at Fort Hare University in 200 I,
Mbeki slanderously ascribed the view to
AIDS scientists that Africans are "germ
carriers, and human beings of a lower
order" who must "adopt strange options,
to save a depraved and diseased people
from perishing from self-inflicted disease." Likewise, the ANC expounds on
the "African Renaissance" and energetically promotes the authority of "tribal
leaders" and "traditional healers."
The ANC government's cynical refusal
to recognise the crisis around AIDS is

Economist

Powerful black proletariat creates the wealth of South Africa.

only solution is the destruction of the
capitalist system by the working class,
expropriating the capitalist class through
victorious socialist revolution, and preparing the way for a classless society.
Then the material basis would exist for
replacing the family through collectivising household drudgery and child rearing.
The oppression and abuse of women
is reinforced by the anti-working-class,
anti-woman, anti-poor practices of the
regime. There is a huge gulf between official policy as embodied in the "most progressive constitution in the world" and
reality. Only 45 per cent of the 309 designated abortion clinics actually provide
this vital procedure. Women stuck without
employment outside the home care for
the sick and dying, while the swelling
ranks of AIDS orphans battle for survivaL
The ANC has never taken a public stand
against the prevalent lobola (bride price)
in which women's status is reduced to
property, or female genital mutilation,
still practised openly in rural areas and
secretly in the town"hips.

Bourgeois Nationalism
Is the Main Obstacle to
Revolutionary Consciousness
The Western-educated Mbeki and many
ANC bourgeois nationalists embrace conspiracy theories and AIDS denial. Mbeki
and his ministers employ sinister race·
baiting in their attacks on proponents of
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also underpinned by its elemental hostility on the gay question. It is common to
hear that homosexual sex is not "African."
The association of AIDS with homosexuals, drug users, or any other particular
group has always been the 'ideological
cover for the concrete failure to fight it.
There is no such thing as a "homosexual
disease" or a "heterosexual disease." HIV
is a virus. We fight for full democratic
rights for gays and lesbians.
Likewise, the ANC-Ied government
orchestrates and manipulates an antiimmigrant backlash. Today, it is immigrants and asylum seekers at whose feet
the scourge of AIDS is falsely laid. These
migrant workers, including "illegal" immigrants, are a living link between the
South African proletariat and the workers
throughout the region. Full citizenship
rights for all immigrants! '
Mbeki et aL's "Africanist" denunciations of Western science, race-baiting
and touting of "African solutions" are
intended to disguise the fact that the
bourgeois-nationalist ANC regime is the
main political agent of world imperialism
and the South African capitalist class.
The ANC's nationalism is a wellspring.
for retrograde consciousness on HIV /
AIDS and women's oppression. To break
the chains of neo-apartheid capitalism,
and achieve genuine national and social
liberation, the working class must transcend the ideology of nationalism,

the false belief that the black African
people-brutally oppressed by the white
rulers of South Africa-all have a common interest which stands higher than
class divisions. All working people in
this country-ZiIlu or Xhosa, Indian
or Coloured [mixed-raceJ, immigrant or
native born, African or white-have a
common interest in fighting against ANC
capitalist austerity and neo-apartheid.

Break with the ANC-Led
Tripartite Alliance!
The Tripartite Alliance between the
misnamed SACP, COSATU and the ANC
is a nationalist popular front through
which the African working class and dispossessed are chained to their exploiters.
The SACP and COSATU have acted as a
t;hedium for pressure at the base of society that low costARVs be made available.
They have utilised differences over the
epidemic in the ruling party to push for a
formal change in the government's position on ARV distribution. But 'simultaneously, they are part of a division of labour
that marshals support for the ANC and
keeps any expression of disgruntlement
with the HIV-denialist Mbeki regime
confined to "safe" limits. They thus seek
to shackle the oppressed to their literal
executioners.
At last year's COSATU conference, the
SACP/COSATU tops dismissed the idea
of a split in the Tripartite Alliance and
announced a long-term (to 2015) programme of cooperation. Opponents of the
Alliance were rold that their identities
were known and they should get out. The
COSATU tops and SACP quite consciously did not use the national stage to
galvanise South African society on HIVI
AIDS. Any display of indignation was
buried as the Minister of Health and other
ANC luminaries were in attendance.
Instead Blade Nzimande, SACP general

secretary, addressed COSATU on the
need to renew the ANC by a massive
workers infusion.into it for the upcoming
elections. An obligatory 'resolution calling on the government to dispense ARVs
was passed. But the tr,!th was captured by
a reader of Spartacist South Africa and
COSATU member, who explained to us
that within COSATU itself there are inadequate structures to deal with the epidemic
even as its members are dying daily.
The SACP is integral to the administration of the capitalist state, which is an instrument for the suppression of the interests of the working class and oppressed.
The chairman of the SACP is Minister of
Safety and Security with direct control
over the police, and Ronnie Kasrils is the
minister in charge of the National Intelligence Agency that has been in the vanguard of intimidation ·and worse of the
"social movements." The SACP's role in
covering the ANC's flank on HIV/AIDS
will prove to be' one of the singular
betrayals in the sordid history of classcollaborationist (popular-front) politics.
Acting as a political auxiliary to the
ANC is the TAC, .a militant s1ngle-issue
pressure group arising out of the mass
desperation of the situation. The ANC
regime has employed repression against
the Ariti-Privatisation Forum (APF) and
detention and torture against the Landless
Peoples Movement (LPM). TAC, another
one of the "social movements," is seen to
be more acceptable because of its craven
political support for the ANC. (Although
this didn't stop COSATU tops from
warning the TAC that their short-lived
civil disobedience better not challenge
the "authority" of the state.) Given the
unprecedented destructive scope of the
epidemic, a denialist regime that withholds medicine that could save the lives
of thousands, and 'the intransigence of
the drug companies on pricing and
cheaper generics, "rampant, militant protest would seem a given." But, as even the
bourgeois press notes in the course of
praising this group's tactics, they are
merely a "whisper" on the "sliding scale
of a people's revolutionary cause" (Sunday Independent, 7 December 2003).
On January 25th, the TAC held a
"People's AIDS Forum" at Johannesburg
City Hall to build a "real partnership for
implementation" with the government.
At this event, the leadership policed the
audience to stifle militant expressions ,of
outrage. A person with AIDS spoke and,
pointing her finger at ANC Gauteng Premier Mbhazima Shilowa, said: "We are
bleeding and the government is doing
nothing." When she finished, a group of
youth converged to the. front of the hall
toyi toying and chanting "Manto and
Mbeki are selling us out. We are going
to give them one minute to get out."
This prompted the TAC to say that the
woman's sickness was the source of her
words, so for the TAC the government
was not the enemy. When Shilowa got up
continued on page 12
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Ukraine ...
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For New October Revolutions!
The Bolshevik Revolution transformed
what Lenin called the tsarist "prison
house of peoples" into a multinational
federation. What made this possible was
the Bolsheviks' internationalist program,
which asserted full and equal national

AIDS ...
(continued from page 11)
to speak, the chanting and toyi toying
began again: "The Black Elite is causing
this suffering." Shilowa's speech was an
insult and youth in the back of the hall
started making placards: "African potato,
olive oil, she must taste it first" and
"Ph ansi nge Beet Root" [Down with beet
root]. Another read "If you want votes go
to the nearest cemetery." TAC members
roamed the hall collecting the offending
placards.
The TAC's whole strategy exemplifies
the limits of keeping the struggle for
decent health care and living conditions
within the confines of capitalism, especially when the vast majority of the
world's population lives in poverty. Politically loyal to the ANC, their "watchdog"
strategy of pressuring the regime has
turned them into political cops suppressing the immense and justifiable rage
against the government. Disenchanted
TAC activists must break with singleissue activism and with the ANC and
struggle against the capitalist profit system of exploitation, poverty and war.

A "Left" Opponent of
Revolutronary Marxism
Posturing to the left of the ANC/SACP
is the Democratic Socialiost Movement
(DSM), affiliated with the Committee for
a Workers International of Peter Taaffe.
The DSM has opposed Mbeki's HIV/
AIDS denial and criticised the TAC for,
among other things, defending the profits of drug companies. They say "the
battle against AIDS cannot be won in
the Courts, but in the struggle against
capitalism itself" (/zwi Labasebenzi, June
20(2). They criticise TAC leader Zackie
Achmat's public posture as a "loyal ANC
member bewildered by the apparently
inexplicable position of his leader,
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(continued from page 4)
embraced Bush's "war on terror"-not
least in justifying its own murderous
colonial occupation of Chechnya.
Capitalist counterrevolution has brought
with it a recrudescence of all the old
regional and interimperialist rivalries, and
ushered in new ones. While Germany
is going along with the U.S. vendetta
against KuchmalYanukovich, Social Democratic chancellor Gerhard Schroder has
demonstratively maintained friendly relations with Putin throughout the confrontation. Meanwhile, Poland-this time
. acting as a lackey of U.S., not French,
imperialism-has moved aggressively to
reassert its historic interests in Ukraine.
Ex-Stalinist president Aleksander Kwasniewski and former Solidarnosc leader
Lech Walesa both visited Kiev, the former
as a "mediator" blessed by Bush and the
latter in open solidarity with the "Orange
Revolution." The Polish Sejm (parliament), with many parliamentarians ostentatiously dressed in orange, passed a resolution demanding that. the Kiev regime'
"respect free elections," while rallies supporting Yushchenko have been staged
throughout the country, in at least one
case raising the demand, "Ukraine Without Putin."
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~ Red Army units
u; entering Kiev,
1919. Christian
Rakovsky,
head of the
Ukrainian Soviet
government from
1919-23, with
Leon Trotsky
in 1927.

rights for all peoples-including the right
of national independence-in order to
secure the fullest unity of the workers of
all nationalities. From 1919 to 1923, the
head of the Ukrainian Soviet government
was Christian Rakovsky, the outstanding Romanian revolutionary socialist and
Bolshevik leader, who later became Trotsky's key ally in the International Left
Opposition.
Keenly sensitive to any hint of antiUkrainian prejudices among the largely
Russian or Russified Bolsheviks in the
Ukraine, Lenin and Trotsky insisted that
all Communist administrators working
there had to speak Ukrainian. Rakovsky
continued this tradition. In line with
Lenin's express concerns, Rakovsky was
singularly outspoken at the Twelfth Party
Congress in 1923 in denouncing the
chauvinist treatment by Stalin and his
allies of the Georgian Communists, an
early sign of the nationalist bureaucracy
consolidating around Stalin's leadership.
Placing the struggle against Russian
chauvinism firmly in the context of the

program of world socialist revolution,
Rakovsky declared: "If we are to become
the centre of the struggle of the oppressed
nationalities outside the boundaries of the
USSR, we must internally, within the
boundaries of the USSR, make a correct decision on the national question"
(Christian Rakovsky, Selected Writings
on Opposition in the USSR /923-30
[ 1980]).
The kind of ethnic and regional hostilities that are coming to the fore today
can only be overcome through proletarian class struggle. This was palpable in
the 1993 Donbass miners strike, the first
major workers struggle in the former
Soviet Union after the capitalist counterrevolution. A red banner at one of
the strike demonstrations proclaimed:
"Nationalism Shall Not Pass!" The strike
soon spread from the Donbass coal fields
to the cities and on to the western
Ukraine, including cities near the Polish
border. But the union leadership, working
closely with the mine directors, derailed
the struggle into a demand for regional

"self-administration" in the east, whereby
the mine directors would get regional
autonomy in order to exercise control
over profits.
In a 1996 article titled "Why Marxists
Do Not Raise the Call 'Restore the
Soviet Union'" (WV No. 639, 16 February 1996), we wrote: "What will the
interpenetrated and heavily assimilated
Eastern Ukraine popUlation want to
do in the aftermath of proletarian revolution-go with Russia, the Western
Ukraine, a socialist federation linking
them, or some other variant'?" The outcome of this question depends heavily on
whether the next wave of revolutionary
ferment is generated, for example, from
Warsaw or Berlin in the west or Moscow
in the east-or Central Asia. One thing
is certain: the only way out of the immiseration and fratricide unleashed by capitalist counterrevolution lies in socialist
revolution to sweep away all the new
capitalist ruling classes and return to
the Bolshevik internationalism of Lenin
and Trotsky.•

Mbeki .... " This might lead some to give
credence to the DSM as bona fide defenders of the downtrodden. Nothing could be
further from the truth. For a group that
spent some 20 years (!) inside the ANC as
the so-called Marxist Workers Tendency
(MWT), to attack Achmat for his slavish
loyalty to the same ANC takes some truly
self-serving memory loss. Ignoring the
clear print of the Freedom Charter, they
repeatedly state the ANC's capitalist programme began in 1996 with the imposition of GEAR. But the ANC did not just
recently go bad. It has always been explicitly capitalist. The MWT stayed inside
the ANC when it negotiated the historic
betrayal of the African masses in 1994.
They were in the ANC when the Mandela
government unleashed repression against
the national nurses strike and fired 6,000
in the Eastern Cape in 1995. Their current
opposition to the ANC; including on
HIV/AIDS, does not diminish the responsibility they bear for the crimes of the
ANC, which they helped put into power.

a fraction of its 260,000-strong HIVare the core characteristics of neopositive population (the government estiapartheid capitalism today. If it is to fight
for its own liberation against capitalist
mates that 100,000 people are in immediate need of ARVs). But even the most
exploitation, the South African working
class must lead the battle against the
rational and humane policy under neoobstruction of the Alliance on AIDS. It
apartheid capitalism may well not be
enough to save the lives of millions of
must oppose the brutal oppression of
people in this country, including entire
women, immigrants and the rural poor. It
sections of the South African proletariat.
must take up the cause of the millions
Poverty, homophobia, women's oppreswho languish in the country's impoversion and "traditional institutions" will
ished shantytowns.
Spartacist South Africa' is dedicated
continue to plague any approach to this
to the task of building a revolutionary
disease, strongly affecting who is treated.
The availability of drugs and the rationar
internationalist vanguard party as the
utilisation of technology are hamstrung
critical step in unchaining the power
by private medical services and profiteerof the South African proletariat. It will
ing pharmaceutical companies. In rural
struggle against every manifestation of
areas, the absence of infrastructure, transsocial oppression and police tyranny.
port and refrigeration presents additional
It will be, in Lenin's words, a "tribune
obstacles to be overcome.
of the people." The South African workSouth Africa has the most powerful
ing class must be an ill-Strument of its
proletariat on the continent. There are in
own emancipation and all the oppressed
by sweeping' away capitalism in subits ranks many adherents of a socialist
vision of society. This proletariat has not
Saharan Africa. However, the scourge
been defeated in battle, although its libof HIV/AIDS cannot be eliminated witheration was "negotiated" away at least
in the colonial-derived boundaries of
temporarily. The powerful strikes against
the South African state. The survival of
Forge a Leninist-Trotskyist
privatisation over the past three years
socialist revolution on the subcontinent
Party!
have not raj sed the basic call for free
requires its international extension to the
South Africa is an example of what
metropolitan bastions of imperialism in
ARVs for everybody now! This would
Marxists call combined and uneven
destabilise the ANC and South Africa in
the West and Japan. This is the task
development. The technologies to build
a profound way, so deeply is the country
to which the International Communist
nuclear reactors and chronic outbreaks of • fractured by this crisis.
League is dedicated. Then and only then
cholera have an uneasy coexistence. On
will the necessary social resources and
Massive unemployment and land hunthe streets of Durban, purveyors of muthi
the most advanced medical and scientific
ger, the displacement of the African pop(traditional medicines) offering mystery
ulation in townships, the migrant labour
techniques be employed in the service of
powders and ground bones as cures for
system with its single-sex hostels-the
all humanity to truly tackle the plague of
the ravages of AIDS are found side by
entire edifice of social inequality-these
HIV/AIDS .•
side with the advanced technology necessary to operate one of the world's most
active industrial ports. Modern industrial and mining complexes were built
through the superexploitation of the
black toilers by the white capitalist class.
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19 Mar. (9)
The "Anarchist" Professor and the Imperialist
Stooge (L), #824, 16 Apr. (2)
The Liberal's "Anarchist" (YSp), #829, 9 July
Former Fan Shows Up the Esteemed
Professor (6)
Chomsky Replies to Questions (by T. M.)
(6,7,9)
Reader Says, "Take It Easy on Chomsky" (L)
(YSp) , #831, 3 Sept. (5)
, Chri'stiah 'Fundamentalism-See U.S.: Elections ..
Cincinnati, Ohio-See Abu-Jamal: Message from
Death Row.
City College of San Francisco (CCSF)-See
Campus Protests; Hotel and Restaurant
Workers.
CIVIL LIBERTIES-And see Partisa.n Defense
Committee.
• General-And see Black Question; Death
Penalty; Democratic and Republican National
Conventions; Gay Rights; Quote of the Week;
Transit Workers; Woman Question.
Big Brother in the Skies, #818, 23 Jan. (1, 6)
Sinister Witchhunt of Antiwar Activists, #820,
20 Feb. (12)
On Big Brother in the Skies (L), #824, 16 Apr.
(2)
Oakland: Labor Black League Protests "Sex
Offender" Witchhunt, #824, 16 Apr. (7)
"War on Terror" Targets Everyone; #827, 28 May
(1, 8, 9)
Protest FBI Crackdown on Indymedia!, #834,
15 Oct. (1, 9)
DowlJ With IRS Witchhunt Against NAACP! (E),
#836, 12 Nov. (3)
• Cases-And see Black Question. See also
Egypt; Ireland; Obituaries.
Stop Vendetta Against Michael Jackson!, #818,
23 Jan. (12, 11)
Hands Off Anti-Fascist Protester Ines Weiner!
(PDC letter),' #820, 20 Feb. (2)
Free Anarchist Sherman Austin! (CSDN), #821,
5 Mar. (2)*
Free Anarchist...(C), #828, 11 June (11)
Palestinian Militant Farouk Abdel-Muhti Freed!
(CSDN), #825, 30 Apr. (3)
Jerry Dale Lowe Released from Federal Prison
(CSDN), #831,3 Sept. (2)
Jaan Laaman Thrown in Solitary for Solidarity
with DNC and RNC Protests (CSDN), #831,
3 Sept. (2)
Free Aaron Patterson!, #833, 1 Oct. (2)
Ray Levasseur Released, #837, 26 Nov. (3)
• Padilla, Jose
Federal Court Rules Against Ashcroft, Bush on
Padilla, #817,9 Jan. (2, 10)*
Federal"Cou,rt R~les ... (C), #818, 23 Jan. (10)
Supreme Court Rulings-Partial Setback to
Bush Administration (SL and PDC statement),
#829, 9 July (2)
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• Stewart, Lynne
"War on Terror" Frame~Up of Radical Lawyer,
#823, 2 Apr. (2)
Drop the Charges Against'Lynne Stewart,
Mohammed Yousry, Ahmed Abdel Sattar!,
• _~
#829, 9 July (3, 5)
Come to the Courthouse! Defend Lynne
Stewart!, #835, 29 Oct. (2)
Fight-Sinister Government '~Terrorism" Smear,
#836, 12 Nov. (16, 13)
Civil Rights-See Black Question; Civil Liberties:
Cases; Police; Woman Question. See also
Socialist Workers Party.
Civil Rights Movement-See Blfck Question.
Cliffites-See Canada; "Globalization" Protests;
International Socialist Organization.
Colonialism-See Algeria; Iraq: U.S. War and
Occupation; South Africa.
Columbia University-See Black Question;
Campus Repression; Campus Workers.
COMMITTEE FOR A WORKERS'
INTERNATIONAL (CWI)--':"And see France;
Germany; U.S.: Elections.
Ukraine Con Game-Taaffeite CWI: From
Yeltsin's Barricades to the Augean Stables,
#828, 11 June (7, 9, 10)
Cooper, Kevin-See Death Penalty.
Cosby, Bill-See Black Question.
DEATH PENALTY-And 'see Abu-Jamal:
Defense Campaign; Partisan Defense
Committee. See also Civil Liberties: Cases.
Depraved Arkansas Execution, #818, 23 Jan. (2)
Stop Execution of Kevin Cooper! (PDC
statement) (CSDN), #819, 6 Feb. (2)
De Leon, Daniel-See Quote of the Week:
DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN
NATIONAL CONVENTIONS-And see
Anarchism; U.S.: Elections.
Protest Cop Repression Against Anti-DNC
Activists! (PDC letter) (YSp) , #827, 28 May (7)
Reporter's Notebook from Boston (by Gershon
Brown) (YSp), #830, 6 Aug. (8, 10, 11)
Boston: Anti-Abortion Bigot Driven Out; Fascist
Provocation Spiked (YSp), #830, 6 Aug. (10)
NYC: 500,000 Protest RNC, #831,3 Sept. (4)
Drop All Charges Against RNC Protesters!,

FTAA (Free Trade Association of the Americas)See "Globalization" Protests; Mexico.
GAY RIGHTS-And see Civil Liberties: Cases;
Democratic and Republican National
Conventions; Woman Question.
For the Right to Gay Marriage!, #821,5 Mar.
(12, 8)
Marriage and the Capitalist State (W&R), #824,
16 Apr. (4, 5, 9)
Georgia State University-See Black Question.
GERMANY-And see Turkey.
Trotskyist Youth Intervene in Student Strikes at
Berlin Universities (Spartakist) (YSp), #819,
6 Feb. (5, 6)*
Trotskyist Youth ... (C) (YSp), #821, 5 Mar. (7)
Students Pass Spartakist Motior CO'1demning
Anti-Strike Slanders (Spartakist) (YSp), #819,
6 Feb. (6)
German Spartacists Give Critical Support to
Taaffeites in Rostock Elections, #828, 11 June
(11 )
Berlin: Racist "Anti-Germans" Attack Mumia
Supporters, Immigrants, #830, 6 Aug. (7)
"GLOBALIZATION" PROTESTS-And see
Greece; Mexico.
Miami FTAA Protest: Cops Rampage Against
Youth, Labor (YSp), #817, 9 Jan. (6,7,8,9)
London: Uproar at European Social Forum,
#835, 29 Oct. (4, 11)
Graduate Student Employees United/UAW
(GSEU)-See Campus Workers.
GREECE
Drop All Charges Against the Thessaloniki
Protesters Now!, #822, 19 Mar. (2)
The Founding of the Trotskyist Group of Greece,
#838, 10 Dec. (6, 7)
Agreement for Common Work Between Greek
Comrades and the ICL (FI), #838, 10 Dec.
Green Party--.--See International Socialist
Organization; U.S.: Elections.
Greensboro Massacre-See Fascism.
Grocery Store Workers-See Agricultural and
Food Workers.
Guantanamo Naval Base-See Abu-Jamal:
Message from Death Row.

HDE:~~~~~~~ri~1iu~C()~felr- :'4-,~~~I,..¥-Y~:;'~i:.:~'lc""_1"r4:"'!ll
(DSA)
YDS Conference: "Life After Bush" or "Dawn of
the Dead"? (YSp), #823, 2 Apr. (8)
Dixon, Marcus-See Blac?k Question.
DuBois, Charles-See Public Employees.
Economics-See China; Quote of the Week.
EDUCATION-And see Black Question.
Charter Schools: An Attack on Public EducatiOn
(L) (YSp) , #825, 30 Apr. (6, 8)
Fifty Years After Brown v. Board of EducationPublic Education: A Promise Undelivered,
#831,3 Sept. (11, 14)
EGYPT
Stop Persecution of Leftist Militants! (CSDN),
#819, 6 Feb. (2)

.

~~~

It,
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U.S./UN Troops Out!, #821, 5 Mar. (1, 11)
Haymarket Square-See Labor: History.
Health Care-See Los Angeles; Public Health;
South Africa. See also Agricultural and Food
Workers; Hotel and Restaurant Workers.
Hispanics-See Immigration; Police; Truck
Drivers.
HISTORY OF THE MARXIST MOVEMENT
-And see Chomsky; Quote of the Week.
Trotskyism and Anarchism in the Spariish Civil
or'
War (S)
Part 1, #828, 11 June (4; 5, 10)
I
Part 2, #829, 9 July (4, 5)
Communist Policy in Bourgeois Elections (ySpr,
#835,29 Oct. (6, 7, 8, 9)

Elections-See History of the Marxist
Movement; International Socialist
. Organization; Quote of the Week; U.S.:
Elections. See also France; Germany; India.

Hitler, Adolf-See U.S.: Elections.

EI Salvador-See Truck Drivers.

Horowitz, David-See Black Question. See also
Campus RepreSSion.

Engels, Friedrich-See Gay Rights; Quote of the
Week.
Europe-See "Globalization" Protests; specific
, countries.

Fahrenheit 9/11-See U.S.: General. See also
Iraq: U.S. War and Occupation.
Family-See Gay Rights; Woman Question:
FASCISM-And see Civil Liberties: Cases;
Committee for a Workers' International; ,
Socialist Workers Party. See also Democratic
and Republican National Conventions; U.S.:
Elections.
Greensboro Massacre: We Will Not Forget!,
#835, 29 Oct. (3)
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)-See Abu~
Jamal: Defense Campaign; Civil Liberties:
General; Fascism.
Feminism-See Woman Question.
FRANCE-And see Algeria; Haiti.
French Elections: Trotskyists Give Critical
Support to Gauche Revolutionnaire, #826,
·14 May (6, 7)
Fraser, Richard S. (Dick)-See Black Question;
Quote of the Week.
Friends of Durruti-See History of the Marxist
Movement.

Homosexual Rights-See Gay Rights.
Hong Kong-See China.

Hospital Employees-See Los Angeles.
HOTEL AND RESTAURANT WORKERS
Hotel Workers Confront Bosses' Union Busting,
#832, 17 Sept. (12, 11)
Victory to NYC Airport Hotel Workers Strike!,
#833, 1 Oct. (12, 11)
Atlantic City: Victory to Casino Hotel Workers
Strike!, #834, 15 Oct. (12, 9)
SYC Initiates United-Front Rally at CCSF: Victory
to the San Francisco Hotel Workers Strike!
(YSp), #834, 15 Oct. (4,9)
UNITE HERE Strike Support Rally Endorsers (L)
(YSp), #835, 29 Oct. (5)
San Francisco: Donate $$$ for Locked-Out Hotel
Workers!, #836, 12 Nov. (11)
IMMIGRATION-And see Agricultural and
Food Workers; Campus Protests; Civil
Liberties: General, Cases; Hotel and
Restaurant Workers; Quote of the Week;
Transit Workers; Woman Question. See also
Germany; South Africa; Turkey.
Bush's Immigration Trap, #820, 20 Feb. (1, 8, 9)
Raci~t Roundup of Immigrants at Newark
Airport, #825, 30 Apr. (10)
.
Los Angeles: La Migra, LAPD Terrorize Latinos,
Blacks, #829, 9 July (12, 11)
.
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Imperialism-See Campus Protests; Chomsky;
"Globalization" Protests; Haiti; Iraq: U.S. War
and Occupat!on; Mexico; Quote of the Week;
United States.
INDIA
On the Indian Elections (L), #830, 6 Aug. (3, 13)
Indymedia-See Civil Liberties: General.
Internal Revenue Service (IRS)-See Civil
Liberties: General.
INTERNATIONAL BOLSHEVIK TENDENCY
(IBT)
Kneeling Before the Body of General Wolfe on
the Plains of Abraham (L), #827, 28 May
(4,5,11)
International Brotherhood of Teamsters-See
Truck Drivers.
International Communist League (Fourth
Internationalist) (ICL)-See Australia; France;
Germany; Greece; Internationalist Group;
Iraq: Antiwar Protests; Labor Black Leagues;
Spartacus Youth Clubs; Woman Question;
Workers Vanguard. See also Britain;
"Globalization" Protests; Ireland; Mexico;
South Africa.
International Longshore and Warehouse Union
(ILWU)-See Iraq: Antiwar Protests; Labor:
General; Truck Drivers.
International Longshoremen's Association (ILA)See Truck Drivers.
International Marxist Tendency (IMT)-See
Venezuela.
INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST
ORGANIZATION (ISO)-And see Black
Question; Campus Workers; U.S.: Elections.
See also Agricultural and Food Workers;
Campus Repression.
ISO Backs Capitalist Greens in S.F. Elections:
ISO Reaches Its Nader (YSp) , #818, 23 Jan. (7)*
ISO Backs ... (C) (YSp), #821, 5 Mar. (7)
ISO Excludes Black Spartacists to Avoid Debate:
What Strategy for Black Liberatiqn? (YSp) ,
#825, 30 Apr. (7, 8)
INTERNATIONALIST GROUP (IG)-And see
also Brazil; Iraq: Antiwar Protests.
Ukraine Con Game: IG's Potemkin Village Idiocy
Ad Absurdum, #828, 11 June (6, 8, 9)
The IG and Iraq Occupation (L), #832,17 Sept. (2)
IRAN-And see U.S.: International Relations.
See also Near East.
Kurdish Leftist Sentenced to Death (PDC letter),
#832, 17 Sept. (3)
IRAQ
• U.S. War and Occupation-And see AbuJamal: Message from Death Row; Chomsky;
Civil Liberties: General; Near East; Spain;
United States.
U.S. Imperialists Rape Iraq, #817, 9 Jan. (1,4,5)*
U.S. Imperialists ... (C), #818, 23 Jan. (10)
U.S. Out of Iraq! UN Stay Out!, #822, 19 Mar.
(1,8,9,10,11)
Imperialists Carry Out Massacre in Falluja,
#824, 16 Apr. (1, 10, 11)
U.S. Imperialism's Torture, Inc., #826, 14 May
(1,10,11)
Down With the Colonial Occupation of Iraq!,
#828, 11 June (1, 2)
Imperialist Butchers Try Their Former
Henchmen, #829, 9 July (8)
Imperialist Massacre in Najaf, #831,3 Sept.
(1,14)
Army Reservists Refuse "Suicide Mission" (E),
#8:3,5, 29 Oct. (3)
Slogans and the Iraq War (L), #836, 12 Nov.
(2,3)
U.S. Imperialists Devastate Falluja, #837,
26 Nov. (1,9) .
• Antiwar Protests-And see Canada; Civil
Liberties: General; 1nternationalist Group;
Ireland; Revolutionary Communist Party.
See also Woman Question.
Defend the Berkeley Three! (ySp), #817, 9 Jan. (8)
International Communist League in Worldwide
Protests, #824, 16 Apr. (11) .
Victory! Charges Dropped Against Port
Protesters, #827, 28 May (8)
The Left and the "Iraqi Resistance", #830,
6 Aug. (16, 14, 15)
IRELAND
Defend Antiwar Activist Mary Kelly! (L), #837,
26 Nov. (2, 9)
Islam-See Canada; France; Iraq.
Islamic Fundamentalism-See Canada; Iraq;
Near East. '
Israel-See Chomsky; Near East. See also
Campus Repression.
.
Italy-See Turkey. .
Jackson, Janet-See U.S.: General.
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Jackson: Michael-See Civil Liberties: Cases.
JAPAN
The Struggle Against Women's Oppression
(Spartacist Japan) (W&R), #832, 17 Sept.
(4,5,9)
Kurdish Question-See Int~rrfational Bolshevik
Tendency; Iran; Turkey. See also Iraq: U.S.
War and Occupation.
Laaman, Jaan-See Civil Liberties: Cases;
Partisan Defense Committee.
LABOR
• General-And see Agricultural and Food
Workers; Campus Workers; "Globalization"
Protests; Hotel'and Restaurant Workers;
Immigration; Public Employees; Quote of the
Week; Transit Workers; Truck Drivers. See
also Airlines; Canada; China; Labor Black
Leagues; Mexico; Philippines; South Africa.
Million Worker March: Tail of Lesser-Evilism,
#831, 3 Sept. (16, 15)
Karl Marx: "Abolish the Wages System!", #831,
3 Sept. (15)
Exchange on the Milfion Worker March (L),
#834, 15 Oct. (2, 3, 10)
• History-And see Quote of the Week.
Honor Lucy Parsons!, #825, 30 Apr. (2)
LABOR BLACK LEAGUES (LBLs)-And see
Civil Liberties: General; Hotel and Restaurant
Workers; Police.
.'
Join the Labor Black Leagues!, #834,15 Oct.
(3)
Latin America-See Brazil; Mexico; Venezuela.
Latinos-See Immigration; Police; Truck Drivers.
League for the Fourth International (LFI)-See
Internationalist Group.
League for the Revolutionary Party (LRP)-See
Immigration; Venezuela.
Left Organizations-See Anarchism; China;
Democratic and Republican National
Conventions; Iraq; U.S.: Elections; Venezuela;
specific organizations. See also "Globalization"
Protests.
.
Left Turn-See Anarchism.
Lenin, v.I.-See History of the Marxist
Movement; Iraq: U.S. War and Occupation;
Quote of the Week.
Liebknecht, Karl-See Quote of the Week.
Liga Bolchevique Internacionalista (LBI)-See
Brazil.
Liga de Trabajadores por el Socialismo (LTS)See Mexico; Venezuela.
Longshoremen-See Ir:aq: Antiwar Protests;
Labor: General; Truck Drivers.
LOS ANGELES-And see Agricultural and
Food Workers; Hotel and Restaurant
Workers; Immigration.
•L.A. Bosses Take Ax to King/Drew Medical
Center, #836,12 Nov. (5, 11)
Lowe, Jerry' Dale-See Civil Liberties: Cases;
Partisan Defense Committee.
Maoism-See China; Revolutionary Communist
Party.
Malkin, Michelle-See Campus Protests.
Marx, Karl-See Labor: General.
M~ssad, Joseph-See Campus Repression.
Medicine-See Public Health; South Africa.
MEXICO-And see also Venezuela.
Mexican Trotskyists Say': For Workers
Mobilizations Against NAFTA, FTAA!
(Espartaco) (S)
Part 1, #819, 6 Feb. (3, 9)
Part 2, #820, 20 Feb. (6,7,11)
Protest Grisly Murder of UNAM Activist! (YSp),
#827, 28 May (6)
.
Protest Police Repression Against Guadalajara
Demonstration!, #828, 11 June (12)
Class Battles in Mexico (Espartaco), #833,
1 Oct. (4, 5, 10)
Gloria Trevi Freed!, #833, ,1 Oct. (5)
Million Worker March-See Labor: General.
Miners-See Civil Liberties: Cases.
Moore, Michael-See U.S.: General.
Morenoites-See Brazil; Mexico; Venezuela.
MOVE-See Abu-Jamal: Defense Campaign;
Partisan Defense Committee.
UN" Word-See Black Question.
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People)-See Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign; Civil Liberties: General.
Nader, Ralph-See Democratic and Republican
National Conventions; International Socialist
Organization; U.S.: Elections.
'
NAFTA-See Mexico. See also "Globalization"
Protests.

Nationalism-See Britain; Mexico.
National Lawyers Guild (NLG)-See Civil
Liberties: General.
National Question-See Greece; International
Bolshevik Tendency; Near East.
NEAR EAST-And see Chomsky; Egypt; Iraq:
U.S. War and Occupation; Obituaries; U.S.:
International Relations. See also Campus
Repression; Canada.
Israeli Wall Seals Palestinian Ghettos, #819,
6 Feb. (1, 10, 11)
Grotesque Assassination of Reactionary Hamas
Leader: Bloody Zionist Provocation, #823,
2 Apr. (1,2)
Mordechai Vanunu Released After 18 Years in
Prison, #825, 30 Apr. (1, 11)
Zionist Massacre in Gaza, #827, 28 May (1, 9)
Solidarity with Palestinian Hunger-Strikers!
(PDC letter), #831,3 Sept. (3)
Zionist Butchers Strike Gaza, #834, 15 Oct.
(1,10,11)
Vanunu Arrested Again, #837, 26 Nov. (12, 8)
New York City-See Democratic and Republican
National Conventions; Police; Transit
Workers. See also Hotel and Restaurant
Workers.
New York Post-See U.S.: International
Relations.

Newark, New Jersey-See Immigration.
News Media-See Civil Liberties: General; U.S.:
International Relations.
North Korea-See Iraq: U.S. War and
Occupation; Revolutionary Communist Party.
Not in Our Name (NION)-See Iraq: Antiwar
Protests; Revolutionary Communist Party.
Oakland, California-See Civil Liberties: General;
Iraq: Antiwar Protests; Public Employees;
Truck Drivers.
OBITUARIES
Edward Said: Passionate Advocate of
Palestinian Freedom, Human Dignity, #817,
9 Jan. (3,9)
Farouk Abdel-Muhti: 1947-2004, #830, 6 Aug.
(3)

Ontario Coalition Against Poverty (OCAP)-See
Canada.
Padilla, Jose-See Civil Liberties: Padilla Case.
See also Partisan Defense Committee.
Palestinians-See Chomsky; Civil Liberties:
Cases; Near East; Obituaries.
Parsons, Lucy-See Labor: History.
PARTISAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE (PDC)
-And see also Civil Liberties: Cases;
Democratic and Republican National
Conventions; Iran; Near East; Philippines;
Socialist Workers Party.
PDC Holiday Appeal: Thousands of Dollars
Raised for Class-War Prisoners, #818,23 Jan.
(4,5,6)

r

Letters to the Partisan Defense Committee,
I
#818, 23 Jan. (5)
19th Holiday Appeal for Class-War Prisoners,
#836, 12 Nov. (16, 15)
Free the Class-War Prisoners!, #836,12 Nov.
(14)
19th Holiday Appeal for Class-War Prisoners,
#837, 26' Nov, (3)
Party Question-See History of the Marxist
Movement.
Pedophilia-See Britain; Civil Liberties: General,
Cases.
Permanent Revolution-See Brazil; Iraq: U.S. War
and Occupation; Mexico; South Africa.
PHILIPPINES
Racist American Imperialism Forged Through
Blood and Torture (L), #830, 6 Aug. (2)
Protest Massacre of Unionists in Philippines!
(CSDN), #838, 10 Dec .. (2)
Poland-See United Secretariat.
POLICE-And see Abu-Jamal: Message from
Death Row; "Globalization" Protests;
Immigration. See also Australia; Labor:
History; Mexico.
Justice, New York Style: First They Shoot the
Man, Then They Sue the Family, #817, 9 Jan.
(2)
NYPD Guns Down Black Teenager (New York
LBL statement), #819, 6 Feb. (12, 8)
Protest Racist Cop Terror at the University of
Chicago! (YSp), #821, 5 Mar. (6)
Protest Chicago Cop Killing of Activist May
Molina! (Chicago LBSL leaflet), #828,11 June
(3)*
Protest Chicago Cop ... (C), #830, 6 Aug. (2)
Boston Cops Kill Student, #835, 29 Oct. (12)
WORKERS VANGUARD

Popular Front-See Brazil; History of the Marxist
Movement; Revolutionary Communist Party.

Shachtman, Max-See Quote of the Week.

Port Truckers-See Truck Drivers.

Socialist Alternative-See U.S.: Elections.

Prisons-See Abu-Jamal: Message from Death
Row; Civil Liberties: Cases; Death Penalty;
Partisan Defense Committee.
Progessive Labor Party (PL)-See U.S.: Elections.
Prostitution-See Woman Question.
Protectionism-See Labor: General.
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
Oakland: Black Union Militant Fired (L), #830,
6 Aug. (15)
PUBLIC HEALTH-And see South Africa.
Capitalist Greed and the Flu Vaccine Shortage,
#837,26 Nov. (6, 11)
Quebec-See Canada; International Bolshevik
Tendency.
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
Lenin on Imperialism (VI. Lenin), #817, 9 Jan. (2)
For the Communism of Lenin, Luxemburg and
Liebknecht! (Karl Liebknecht), #818, 23 Jan. (2)
Black Liberation and the American Socialist
Revolution (R. S. Fraser), #819, 6 Feb. (2)
Proletarian Unity and Defense of Immigrant
Workers (VI. Lenin), #820, 20 Feb. (2)
For a Class-Struggle Leadership in the Unions!
(Daniel De Leon), #821, 5 Mar. (2)
The Capitalist State Cannot Be Reformed
(Gregory Zinoviev), #822, 19 Mar. (2)
Proletarian Democracy vs. Bourgeois
Democracy (Nikolai Bukharin and Evgeny
Preobrazhensky), #823, 2 Apr. (2)
Morals and Class Society (Leon Trotsky), #824,
16 Apr. (2)
The Workers Stat~ in a World Capitalist
Economy (United Opposition of the CPSU,
1921), #825, 30 Apr. (2)
Black Liberation Through Socialist Revolution
(R. S. Fraser), #826, 14 May (2)
The State: Instrument of Class Repression
(VI. Lenin), #827, 28 May (2)
Class Collaboration and the Spanish Revolution
(Felix Morrowr,-m328, 11 June (2)
L.essoffSof the Spanish Civil War (BolshevikLeninist Section of Spain, 1937), #829,9 July
(2)
Capitalism and the Concept of Race (R. S.
Fraser), #830, 6 Aug. (2)
Black Liberation and the Struggle for Workers
Revolution (Max Shachtman), #831,3 Sept. (2)
"No Peace with the Present-Day State!"
(Wilhelm Liebknecht), #832, 17 Sept. (2)
Social Equality and Black Freedom (R. S.
Fraser), #833, 1 Oct. (2)
For Workers Revolution! (Friedrich Engels),
#834, 15 Oct. (2)
F:or New October Revolutions! (John Reed),
#835, 29 Oct. (2)
Solidarity with Class-War Prisoners! (James P.
Cannon), #836, 12 Nov. (2)
Defense of the Workers States and International
Socialist Revolution (Leon Trotsky), #837,
26 Nov. (2)
Socialism and Human Liberation (Leon Trotsky),
#838, 10 Dec. (2)
Rail Workers-See Canada.
Reagan, Ronald-See U.S.: General.
Reed, John-See Quote of the Week.
Religion-See Canada; U.S.: Elections. See also
Transit Workers.
Republican National Convention-See
Democratic and Republican National
Conventions.
REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY
(RCP)-And see China; Iraq: Antiwar Protests;
U.S.: Elections.
Revolutionary in Name Only (YSp), #823, 2 Apr.
(6, 7, 8)
The RCP and the "Anybody But Bush"
Bandwagon (L), #827, 28 May (2)
RUSSIA-And see Committee for a Workers'
International; Internationalist Group; Ukraine.
Moscow Foreign Student Dorm Fire Kills 43,
#818,23 Jan. (3)
Russian Question-See "Globalization" Protests;
Iraq: Antiwar Protests; Quote of the Week.
Said, Edward-See Obituaries.
San Francisco-See Gay Rights; Hotel and
Restaurant Workers; International Socialist,
Organization.
Seniors-See U.S.: General.
Service Employees International Union (SEIU)
-See Los Angeles.
Sex Witchhunt-See Black Question; Britain;
Civil Liberties: General, Cases; U.S.: General.
See also Mexico.
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Sharpton, AI-See U.S.: Elections.
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (SWP)
-And see U.S.: Elections.
SWP Office, Black Cafe Firebombed (CSDN),
#833, 1 Oct. (2)
Solidarnosc -See United Secretariat.
SOUTH AFRICA
Workers Struggle Against Neo-Apartheid Rule,
#823,2 Apr. (12,9,10,11)
Protest ANC Government Crackdown on Leftists
and Landless Peoples Movement!, #826,
14 May (2)
AIDS Ravages South Africa (Spaitacist South
Africa), #838, 10 Dec. (1, 10, 11, 12)
Soviet Union-See China; Committee for a
Workers' International; Internationalist Group;
Quote of the Week; Revolutionary Communist
Paryy.
SPAIN-And see Quote of the Week.
Bush's Iraq Coalition Splinters: Heinous
Bombing and Official Lies Topple Government,
#823, 2 Apr. (1, 4)
Spanish Civil War-Se~ Chomsky; History of the'
Marxist Movement; Quote of the Week.
Spartacist League/U.S.-See U.S.: International
Relations; Workers Vanguard. See also
Spartacus Youth Clubs.
SPARTACUS YOUTH CLUBS-And see
Agricultural and Food Workers; Anarchism;
Black Question; Campus Protests; Campus
Repression; Campus Workers; Hotel and
Restaurant Workers; Workers Vanguard.
Join the SYC! SYC Ten Point Program (YSp),
#837,26 Nov. (7)
Stalinism-See China; Chomsky; India; Quote of
the Week; Revolutionary Communist Party.
Stewart, Lynne-See Civil Liberties: Stewart
Case.
Students-See Agricultural and Food Workers;
Black Question; Campus Protests; Campus
Repression; Campus Workers; Hotel and
Restaurant Workers.
Taaffeites-See Committee for a Workers'
International.
Teachers-See Campus Repression; Education.
TRANSIT WORKERS-And see Agricultural
and Food Workers.
Down With New York City Transit's "Workplace
Violence" Witchhunt!, #826,14 May (12, 9)
NYC Transit: Reinstate TWU Shop Chairman
Carlos Blackman!, #832, 17 Sept. (3)
Transit Workers Fight Religious Discrimination
by NYCT, #836, 12 Nov. (10)
Transport Workers Union (TWU)-See Transit
Workers.
Trotsky, Leon-See History of the Marxist
Movement; Quote of the Week.
TRUCK DRIVERS-And see Agricultural and
Food Workers.
Support and Organize the Port Truckers!, #826,
14May(12,11)
Port Truckers Strike East, Gulf Coasts, #829,
9 July (3, 9)
Teamster Organizer Assassinated in EI Salvador:
Honor Gilberto Soto!; #837,26 Nov. (2)
TURKEY
Protest Cop Roundup of Turkish Leftists in
Europe!, #824, 16 Apr. (3)
UKRAINE-And see Committee for a Workers'
International; Internationalist Group.
Robber BarQns and Nationalist Demagogues
FallOut, #838, 10 Dec. (4, 12)
UNITE HERE-See Hotel and Restaurant
Workers.
United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW)See Agricultural and Food Workers.
United Nations-See Haiti; Near East. See also
Iraq: U.S. War and Occupation.
UNITED SECRETARIAT (USec)-And see
Brazil; "Globalization" Protests. See also
Algeria.
The USec and Solidarnosc (L), #830, 6 Aug. (13)
UNITED STATES
• General-And see Civil Liberties: General;
Democratic and Republican National
Conventions.
The Nipple ThatShook the Moral Foundation of
a Nation, #820, 20 Feb. (12)
Fahrenheit 9/11: A Marxist Review (R) (by Aman
Singh), #829, 9 July (12, 10, 11)
. 9/11 Commission Report: Bush, Kerry Push
"Anti-Terror" Hysteria, #830, 6 Aug. (1, 12)

Workers Hated Ronald Reagan (L), #830,
6 Aug. (3)
On Seniors and the Disabled (L), #831, 3 Sept.
(3)
._
American "Boob-oisie" (L), #831, 3 Sept. (3)
"On Seniors and the Disabled",Hits Home (L),
#838, 10 Dec. (3)
• Elections-And see Black Question;
Democratic and Republican National
Conventions; Democratic Socialists of
America; International Socialist Organization;
Iraq: U.S. War and Occupation; Revolutionary
Communist Party; Woman Question.
AI Sharpton: Political Hustler for Hire, #822,
19 Mar. (3, 7)
9/11 Commission: Lies, Repression and
Imperialist War, #825, 30 Apr. (1, 10, 11)
Ralph Nader, ISO and Socialist Alternative:
Unsavory at Any Speed (YSp), #827, 28 May
(12,6)
We Need a Fighting Workers Party!, #829,
9 July (1, 8, 9)
No Choice for Workers in 2004 Elections, #832,
17 Sept. (1, 10, 11)
We Need a Revolutionary Workers Party!, #833,
1 Oct. (1, 8, 9, 10)
My Night with Nader... Or Why I'd Rather 6e
Driving a Pinto (YSp), #834, 15 Oct:· (5)
Religion, Racism and Reaction, #835, 29 Oct.
(1,10,11)
Bush and Hitler? (L), #835, 29 Oct. (2)
Racist Fundamentalists Take White House,
Again, #836,12 Nov. (1, 12)*
Racist Fundamentalists ... (C), #838, 10 Dec. (3)
• International Relations-See also Civil
Liberties: General; Egypt; Haiti; Iraq; Near
East; Philippines; Ukraine; U.S.: General.
Strange Postings on Iran: Mullahs, Monarchists,
Neocons and Zionists, #820, 20 Feb.
(3,10,11)
University of California at Berkeley-See Campus
Protests; Iraq: Antiwar Protests.
University of Chicago-See Police.
US Airways-See Airlines.
Van Der Meer, Tony-See Partisan Defense
Committee.
Vanunu, Mordechai-See Near East; Partisan
Defense Committee.
VENEZUELA
U.S. Imperialism's Referendum Ploy Fails, #831,
3 Sept. (1, 12, 13)
Workers Deserve Better Than Chavez (L), #833,
1 Oct. (3)
Vietnam-See China; Iraq: U.S. War and
Occupation.
Wal-Mart-See Canada.
"War on Terror"-See Civil Liberties: General,
Padilla Case, Stewart Case; Iraq: U.S. War
and Occupation; Transit Workers; U.S.:
General.
West, Cornel-See Democratic Socialists of
Americ~.

WOMAN QUESTION-And see Britain;
Canada; Gay Rights; Greece; Japan; U.S.:
General.
Congress Passes Anti-Woman "Fetus" Bill: Utah
Prosecutes Mother in Childbirth Tragedy,
#823, 2 Apr. (3)
Racism and Anti-Woman Bigotry: For Free
Abortion on Demand!, #824, 16 Apr. (12,6,
7,8)
How I Became a Revolutionary (Workers
Hammer) (YSp), #831,3 Sept. (5, 7)
Berkeley: Vote Yes on Measure Q! Decriminalize
Prostitution!, #833, 1 Oct. (6)
Worker-communist Party of Iran (WCPI)-See
Canada.

WORKERS VANGUARD
Workers Vanguard Subscription Drive
2004 Quotas, #831, 3 Sept. (14)
Week Two Totals, #832, 17 Sept. (9)
Week Four Totals, #833, 1 Oct. (3)
Final Totals, #834, 15 Oct. (11)
Statement of Ownership, Management, and
Circulation, #834, 15 Oct. (9)
A Very Successful Workers Vanguard
Subscription Drive, #836, 12 Nov. (4, 11)

Workers World Party (WWP)-See Iraq: Antiwar
Protests; U.S.: Elections. See also Agricultural
and Food Workers; Venezuela.
"Workplace Violence" Policies-See Public
Employees; Transit Workers.
World War I-See Iraq: U.S. War and
Occupation.
Young Democratic Socialists (YDS)-See
Democratic Socialists of America.
Zionism-See Campus Repression; Near East.
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Abdel-Muhti, Farouk-See Civil Liberties: Cases;
Obituaries; Partisan Defense Committee.
Abortion-See Democratic and Republican
National Conventions; Woman Question.

GUIDE TO THE SUBJECT INDEX
e

This subject index covers issues of Workers Vanguard pub·
lished during 2Q04, from issue No. 817 (9 January) through
the end-of-the·year issue No, 838 (10 December). During
this time, WV was published biweekly, except skipping
three alternate issues in June, July and August, and skipping the last issue in December.

e

The fullest listing is by SUBJECT. Subject headings are
arranged alphabetically. Entries are listed chronologically
with two exceptions: all entries comprising a series are
listed together immediately follOWing the first entry of the
series; corrections immediately follow the relevant entry. An
asterisk (*) after the page location of an entry indicates that
a correction follows.

Abu Ghraib Prison-See Abu-Jamal: Message
from Death Row; Iraq: U.S. War and
Occupation.
ABU-JAMAL, MUMIA
• Defense Campaign-And see Germany;
Partisan Defense Committee.
New Papers Filed in U.S. Supreme Court, #822,
19 Mar. (12, 7)
Supreme Court Turns Down Jamal Appeal,
#827,28 May (3)
.
Supreme Court Ruling Threatens Mumia
Abu-Jamal, #830, 6 Aug. (16, 11)
We Want Freedom: A Life in the Black Panther
Party-A Book by Mumia Abu-Jamal (R)
(by Paul Cone), #834, 15 Oct. (12,6,7,8)
• Message from Death Row
"Good Police Procedure" in Cin. City, #817,
9 Jan. (10)
.
In the Shadows of Abu Ghraib Prison, #827,
28 May (3) .
.
America's Guantanamo Gulag, #836, 12 Nov. (15)
Affirmative Action-See BI~ck Question.
Afghanistan-See Iraq: Antiwar Protests.
See also Cana~a; U.S.: General.
AFL-CIO-See Agricultural and Food Workers;
Labor: General.
Africa-See Algeria; Egypt; South Africa.
AFSCME-See Public Employees.
AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD WORKERS
Build Picket Lines! Extend UFCW Strike! Vons
Pickets Defy Bureaucrats' Sabotage, #817,
9 Jan. (12, 11)*
Build Picket Lines!(C), #818, 23 Jan. (10)
A Battle for All Labor: 20,000 Rally in Support of
Grocery Workers, #819,6 Feb. (12,7,8)
Support UFCW Strike! Donate Now! (YSp) ,
#819, 6 Feb. (7)
UFCW Strike and Class Struggle in America (S)
Part 1, #821,5 Mar. (1,9,10,11)
Part 2, #822, 19 Mar. (4, 5, 6)
Spartacus Youth Clubs Raise Funds for UFCW
Strikers (YSp) , #822, 19 Mar. (6)
AIDS-See South Africa.
AIRLINES-And see Civil Liberties: General.
Court Shafts US Airways Workers, #835,
29 Oct. (12)
ALGERIA
The Algerian War: 1954-62-How French
Imperialism Was Defeated (Le BolcMvik),
#821, 5 Mar. (3, 4, 5)
ANARCHISM-And see Campus Protests;
Chomsky; Civil Liberties: Cases; Democratic
and Republican National Conventions;
"Globali;zation" Protests; History of the
MarXist Movement. See also Greece.
Boston SUSYC Statement: Protest BI(A)ck Tea
Society Anti-Communist Exclusion! (YSp),
#830, 6 Aug. (9}
"Life After Capitalism" Conference AntiCommunist Exclusion Flops (YSp), #831,
3 Sept. (7) .
ANSWER-See Democratic and Republican
National Conventions; Iraq: Antiwar Protests;
U.S.: Elections.
Anti-Semitism-See Germany.
Archives of the Marxist Movement-See Labor:
General; Quote of the Week.
Armed Forces-See Abu-Jamal: Message from
Death Row; Civil Liberties: General; Iraq: U.S.
War and Occupation. See also Ireland.
Atlanta, Georgia-See Black Question.
Atlantic City, New Jersey-See Hotel and
Restaurant Workers.
Austin, Sherman--"See Civil Liberties: Cases.
See also Partisan Defense Committee.
AUSTRALIA.
For a Class-Struggle' Fight for Aboriginal Rights! .",
(Australasian Spartacist), #820, 20 Feb ..
(4,5, 10)
.
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Issue No. 817 (9 January) through No. 838 (10 December)

Entries are listed under subject heads. In some cases, sub. ject heads are broken down into subcategories. These
subcategories are listed immediately after the initial subject
head and preceded by a dot (e). The numbers following
each entry headline give the issue number, date and page
number(s) for the article. Thus:
Fight Sinister Government "Terrorism" Smear, #836, 12
Nov. (16, 13)
means the headline of the article, issue No. 836, dated 12
November 2004, beginning on page 16 and continuing on
page 13.'

Related articles can be found by going to the subject head
MEXICO.
e

Individuals mentioned in articles are usually not listed separately unless the article is primarily about the given person. Foreign political organizations are generally listed
under appropriate countries, while U.S. political organizations are listed under their organizational names.

e

Articles relating to foreign countries are listed under geographical headings and not normally under any other subject heading. Articles which deal centrally with U.S. foreign
policy will be found under U.S.: International Relations,
except those articles that refer to the U.S. invasion of Iraq,
which will be found under IRAQ: U.S. War and Occupation. Articles dealing with domestic aspects of the "War on
Terror" are located under CIVIL LIBERTIES: General;
those dealing particularly with attacks on immigrants will
be found under IMMIGRATION.

e

Articles on protests that take place on a campus will gen·
erally be found under the subject of the protest. Protests
on miscellaneous subjects will be found under CAMPUS
PROTESTS. Articles that concern repression on campus
by the administration or attempts by government or right·
wing forces to repress the political views of students and
faculty will be found under CAMPUS REPRESSION.

e

The periodic columns by death·row political prisoner
Mumia Abu-Jamal are listed under the subject heading
ABU-JAMAL in the subcategory Message from Death
Row; articles on his case and the campaign to free him are
in the subcategory Defense Campaign.

e

Articles under the Class-Struggle Defense Notes (CSDN)
masthead are by the Partisan Defense Committee, a class·
struggle, non-sectarian, legal and social defense organiza·
tion associated with the Spartacist League.

e

Abbreviations used in entries are:
C: Correction
CSDN: Class-Struggle Defense Notes article
E: Editorial Note
.~~
L: Letter
R: Review
S: Series
W&R: Women and Revolution article
YSp: Young Spartacus article

e

e

No entry is listed twice; refer to cross references for guid·
ance in locating the subject head for particular articles.
Cross references are of two types: those following the
word "see" deal centrally with the subject head; those following the words "see also" are related articles. Subject
heads in cross references are separated by a semicolon,
while subcategories of subject heads are separated by a
comma. Thus:
Sex Witchhunt--See Black Question; Britain; Civil liberties: General, Cases; U.S.: General. See also Mexico.
means that articles about the anti-sex witchhunt can be
found by going to the subject heads BLACK QUESTION
and BRITAIN; by going to the subject head CIVIL LIBERTIES and looking under the subcategories General
and Cases; and by going to the subject head UNITED
STATES and looking under the subcategory General.

Defend Redfern Aborigines-Mobilize Union
Power!, #823, 2 Apr. (5, 11)
Cop "Union" Targets Spartacist League of
Australia, #823, 2 Ar:;ir. (5)
Trades Hall Ban Beaten Back, #825, 30 Apr.
(3, 11)
Auto Workers-See Canada.
Basques-See Spain.
Berkeley, California-See Woman Question.
Black Panther Party-See Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign.
BLACK QUESTION-And see Abu-Jamal:
Defense Campaign; Civil Liberties: .General;
Education; International Socialist
Organization; Partisan Defense Committee;
Police; Quote of the Week; U.S.: General,
Elections; Woman Question. See also Civil
Liberties: Cases; Gay Rights; Immigration;
Labor Black Leagues.
Racist Frame-Up in "New South": Free Marcus
Dixon! (YSp) , #819, 6 Feb. (4)
Outrage Against Racist "Bake Sale" at Columbia
U.: Campus Right-Wing~rs Target Black
Students (YSp) , #821,5 Mar. (12,7,8)
SYC Mobilizes Protest at Columbia U. (YSp) ,
#822,19 Mar. (12, 11)
The Civil Rights Movement: A Ma"rxist Analysis,
#826, 14 May (4, 5, 8, 9)
Marcus Dixon Freed! (YSp) , #827, 28 May (7)
On Southern Race Relations and Marcus Dixon
(L), #828, 11 June (3)
For Black Liberation Through Socialist
Revolution! How the Liberals and Reformists
Derailed the Struggle for Integration (S)
Part 1, #830, 6 Aug. (4, 5. 6)
Part 2, #831,3 Sept. (8,9, 10)
Bill Cosby Rants Against Ghetto Poor: The Crisis
of Black Leadership (by Don Cane), #832,
17 Sept. (12, 7, 8)*
Ta-Nehisi Coates (L) (correction to "Bill Cosby
Rants ... "), #833, 1 Oct. (3)
Bill Cosl;>y Rants ... (C), #838, 10 Dec. (3)
Black Disenfranchisement and American
"Democracy", #833, 1 Oct. (12, 11)
Georgia State University: Black Student Alliance
Suspended for Protesting Racist Frat (YSp),
#833, 1 Oct. (7).
BI(A)ck Tea Society-See Anarchism; Democratic
and Republican National Conventions.

Boston-See Anarchism; Democratlcam:t--··
Republican National Conventions; Police.
BRAZIL-And see Internationalist Group.
Lula's Popular Front Turns Screws on Workers,
#818,23 Jan. (1,8,9, 10)
BRITAIN-And see "Globalization" Protests;
Woman Question.
On March 20 London Protest (L), #827,28 May
(2)
Down With Anti-Se~ Witchhunt in Britain!
(Workers Hammer), #827, 28 May (W)
Bureau of Immigration and Cusrtoms Enforcement
(BICE, formerly INS)-See Immigration. See
also Civil Liberties: Cases.
Busing-See Black Question.
CAMPUS PROTESTS-And see Black
Question; Iraq: Antiwar Protests. See also
Germany.
SYC Leads Protest at CCSF: Military Recruiters
Off Campus! (YSp), #820, 20 Feb. (2)
SYC Protests Racist Ideologue Malkin at UC
Berkeley (YSp), #832, 17 Sept. (7)
Chicago: High School Students Drive Military
Recruiters Off Campus (YSp), #835, 29 Oct. (5)
CAMPUS REPRESSION-And see Canada;
Civil Liberties: General; Democratic and
Republican National Conventions; Iraq:
Antiwar Protests; Police.
Defend Columbia Professor Joseph Massad!
Down With Zionist Witchhunt on Campus!
(YSp), #837, 26 Nov. (12,8)
Defend Columbia Professor Joseph Massad!
(YSp), #838,10 Dec. (5)
CAMPUS WORKERS
Victory to Columbia Graduate Student
Employees Strike! (YSp) , #825, 30 Apr.
(12, 9)
Columbia Graduate Students Battle UnionBusting Administration (YSp), #826, 14 May
(3, 7)

Columbia: Union Tops Betray, Halt Strike at
Behest of Democrats (YSp), #827, 28 May (7)
CANADA-And see Campus Repression;
International Bolshevik Tendency.
Auto Workers "Hot Cargo" in Support of Rail
Strike, #821, 5 Mar. (10)
continued on page 13
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