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Unions: Shut Down Northwest! 
Solid~rity Action Can Win This One! 

Victory to Northwest 
'AMFA St -k I The >trike b) -1.400 Northwest Air- , 

li?es mechanic, and cleaners. members r Ie. 
ul the Alrcratt MechanIc" Fraternal 
Association (AMFA L is a crucial battle 
for every airline union and the entire 
labor movement. When the AY!FA ranks 
walked out un August 20. the carrier set 
in motion a long-planned. massive oper
ation to bust the' union. bringing in 
more than 1.000 scab mechanics. 'Jorth
we,t has suffered from delays. cancella
tions and grounded planes. but it is far 
from crippled-a resul t of the outright 
treacher) of the leaders of the other air
line union,. \\'hich are ~cabbing on the 
,trike. The capitalist medi'l ~:iCl,lt "bout 
Northweq's "briiii,1i1t" plannin2,' uf the 
Lllll,m-buqing 'Jpcration ;ll1U \\ h;\t It por
tencb fpr all airline unions and the rest of 
labor. But all their plans would go lkmn 
,[w tubi" if airline union, t('iiu\\ cd the 
",lel1lcnuiIT uni()n \\atchwords: Picket 
lilies mean don't cruss! Oi;e 01<:. ail out! 

,\Iorthwest has thrown down the gaunt
let to org:,lli7ed hd:>ur. 5c\<'::1':\1 A\lFA 
mernbcrs have aptly described the "trike 
as a "war." But as one striker in Detroit 
told Workers Vallgll({rd. "We don't have a 
battle plan." The leadership of the AMFA 
craft union helped isolate the strike from 
the beginning with cocky assurances that 
their members were indispensable to the 
company and could win on their own. 
They didn' t even set up a strike fund 
before the strike. This is 110t surprising 
for a union that uses its dues to pay a law 
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Strikers picket at Detroit's Metro Airport, a Northwest Airlines hub. AMFA 
union must not stand alone-For class-struggle solidarity! 

firm to run its affairs. 
AMFA members don't lack determi

nation. but they can't win alone! What's 
needed first of all is for AMFA to call on , 

the International Association of Machin
ists (lAM), the Airline Pilots Associa
tion (ALPA) and the Professional Flight 
Attendants Association (PFAA) to stop 
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Women demand their rights 
under proposed constitution, 
Baghdad, July 19. 

AUGUST 29-Huddled behind ramparts 
of concrete and barbed wire in Baghdad's 
fortified Green Zone with the committee 
"writing" Iraq's new draft constitution. 
Zalmay Khalilzad. Washington's neo
colonial emissary in Iraq. made every 
effort to ram through a made-in-the-
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Down With the 
Imperialist Occupation! 

U.S.A. constitution. "The Americans say 
they don't intervene. but they have inter
vened deep." Mahmoud Othman. a Kurd
ish member of the constitution commit
tee. told the Washington Post (13 August). 
Last year Khalilzad presided over the 
crafting of a constitution in Afghanistan 
that effecti\ ely enthroned a fundamental
ist regime of n1l1jahedin warlords and 

enshrined as law the barbaric sharia 
(Islamic law). 

The fantasy promoted by Bush and his 
neoconservative brain trust before the 
invasion two years ago was that Ameri
can occupation forces would be met with 
rosewater and would proceed to erect 
a "unified. democratic" Iraq. A few 
months after Bush declared victory in the 

scabbing and join the pickei lines. There 
arc already individuals fighting \\ ithin 
rho'e unilll1S to do the right thing. :"d
dressing a strike <;tlpport raily in -'finne
apolis on .:"ugu~t 27. Peggy Lubinski. 
\\ho was fired for honoring AMFA picket 
lines. told her fellow night attendants: 
"You need to walk!" An lAM baggage 
handler walking the picket line in Detroit 
told WV that he had been fighting for his 
union to stop scabbing. 

To their credit. some Machini,t,. indi
\idually and in groups. hint.' refused to do 
A~\.'IFA, work. The IndqJellcit'llt Pilllt, 
Association at l'PS announceJ its reClI,:!1 
to handle :\orthwest cargr. and mechan
ic'S at KL\L one of 'Jorth\\est', alliance 
;)artner". are rcfu"ing ro .,en1L't' 'iorth
\\e'>t plane,. Lnited lahor action ~lgClinsl 

'\ortll\\eq could heir :hl' ha.,i, fpr 
\me industnal uni\ln [or ail dirilne \\ork
er!;-from ~ilots._ and mechanics \.0 b",l>.

~agc h:indk'fS. cleaners. ni~hl ;UtenJanls 
clIld CUSIOJ11t:r ,tT\ icc agenh. 

'Jonh\\est provoked the \trike by in
sisting that AMFA accept the elimina
tion of more than half its jobs. including 
outsourcing all facilities and ground
equipment maintenance and cleaning and 
custodial \"ork, on top of a 26 percent cut 
in wages. higher health imurance premi
ums. reduced ~ick pay and a freeze on 
pensions. Overall. the company \\ ants to 
squeeze S 1.1 billion out of its workforce. 

Airline unions have enormous social 
continued Oil page 13 

Terror bombing destroys bus 
terminal in Shi'ite neighbor
hood, Baghdad,Augu~17, 

war. we pointed out (WV No. 807. I 
August 2003): 

"The ignoble real purpose of the war and 
subsequent occupation is to plant the 
American nag in the oil-rich Near East 
as an assertion of U.S. dominance over 
all semicolonial countries and imperialist 
rivals. This baldly imperialist aim has 
been wrapped in the guise of a crusade 
to erect a secular. democratic Iraq to 
serve as a beacon for freedom in the 
region. This is an opium pipe dream. In a 
fundamental way there is no 'Iraq: a 
countrv the boundaries of which were 
created in the divvying up of the spoils 
by the British and French imperialist 

contillued Oil page 12 



Of Constitutions and Calm 
By the time you read thesc words. pcrhaps the 

new Constitution of Iraq w'ill hmc been written. and 
accepted by the political leaders of the countr), Per
haps there will still be conflict. 

At any rate. given the inordinate attention devoted 
to the subject. American political leaders are promot
ing the myth that thc writing and signing of thc Iraqi 
Constitution will bc a signal shift in their march 
towards dcmocracy. 

We are led to believe that the creation of such a 
document portcnds the era of progress in thc country. 

But the Iraq that exists. chaotic. dangerous. and 
indeed, dcadly. to Iraqi. American and foreigner alikc. 
will be the very same place a day, a week. a month. or 
perhaps for years afterwards. 

It is commonplace for Americans, especially today. 
to look at the US Constitution as the work of demi
gods; of men who were not quite human. They are 
reverently referred to 'in terms that reflect America's 
deep civil religion, as the 'Founding Fathers,' or, most 
often, simply as 'The Founders.' 

One of these men who was among them certainly 
didn't think of his contemporaries that way. As 
Thomas Jefferson. in the last days of his Presidency, 
wrote to James Madison: 

"Some men look at constitutions with sanctimonious 
reverence and deem them like the ark of the cov
enant. too sacred to be touched, They ascribe to the 
men of the preceding age a wisdom more than 

human and suppose what they did to be beyond 
amendment. I knew that age well: I belonged to it. 
and labored with it. It desened well of its countrY, It 
was very like the present. but without the experience 
of the present: and fort) yean. in government is 
worth a centurY' of hookreadin(!: and thi, they would 
say thcm'dves. were they to~ rise from th~ dead," 
[Quoted in Jack Rakove. Origina/ 1111'(ll1illgl: Po/ir;('.I 
alld Idl'as in thl' J'v1akillg of the COllstitution (S,y': 
Knopf. 1996). p, 3671. 

Constitutions. even the US one. aren't manna 
passed down from Heavcn. They are political docu
ment-s. written by men (and sometimes women). 
designed to set down founding principles, 

Nor do they always mean what thcy say, for how 
else can one explain the American practice of adding 
amendments to the Constitution, and then virtually 
ignoring them for better than a century? 

The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, commonly 
known as the Reconstruction Amendments, were 
passed by the Congress and ratified by the States 
between 1865 and 1870. In many states, like Georgia, 
South Carolina, and Mississippi, for example, it was 
as if such Amendments didn't exist. Although these 
amendments abolished slavery, protected citizenship 
rights, and embraced voting rights, these and other 
States enacted laws which violated their meaning 
and spirit. Slavery became peonage, and in some 
places, through the Black Codes, excuses to incarcer
ate Blacks and bind them to service to landowners. 

Voting, and other citizenship rights were cruel jokes, 
violated by such local practices as 'grandfather 
clauses,' which meant. unless your grandfather voted. 
you couldn't. 

It took social movements, like the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1960s, to create a Voting Rights Act 
in 1965. 

But. if the 15th Amendment had any meaning. if it 
were followed, there would've been no need for such 
a law, nor a need now, to renew its provisions I 

For 100 years, vinually half of America ignored 
the Constitution that it swore to uphold. protect and 
defend. 

As many of w, saw in 2000. in Florida, so-called 
constitutional righb are slippery things. How many tens 
of thousands of African-Americans. ]c\I,. Haitians. and 
others. had their votes stolen'? 

And American~ expect lralj to emerge as a biblical 
Garden of Eden once its Constitution is written I 

This. at best. is sheer wishful thinking: at worst. 
it's imperial arrogance. 

Iraq, today. is a nation in chaos. It \1 ill be in chaos 
tomorrow, 

The problem isn't language: it's reality. It is the 
occupation that is in place to install photogenic pup
pets to rule on behalf of the Americans. 

No Constitution will change that. 

2 I August 2005 

02005 Mllmia Aim-Jamal 

Send urg~ntIy needed contributions for Jamal's 
legal defense, made payable to "National Lawyers 
Guild Foundation" and earmarked for "Mumia," 
to: Committee to Save Mumia Abu-Jamal, 130 
Morningside Drive, Suite 6C, New York, NY 10027. 

If you wish to correspond with Jamal, you can 
write to: Mumia Abu-Jamal, AM8335, SCI Greene, 
175 Progress Drive, Waynesburg, PA 15370. 

-'t" Revolutionary Leadership 
and the Class Struggle .,.'0"-,,,",- .,C Cove r- U,e.E~;~J!.!§'!lC~"';'1~;j;i;'" 

TROTSKY 

The capitalists' relentless drive tq extract 
more profits from lah()}; /1'0171 taking away 
medicol care and other hard-earned gains to 
outright union-bll.itillg, engenders st/'/{ggles 
by the \\orking c/O.I,I to heat hack these 
a1lucks. III the late 1930s, james Burnham. 
then a leading American Trotskyist spokes
/I/(/n, explained that the task j()r Marxists 
is to il1lervenl' into the class struggle ill 
order to point the way toward the Ol'erthrow 
of the capitalist order through socialist 
rel'olution. 

LENI:-.I 

London Cops Executed 
Jean Charles de Menezes 

July), The cop murder of de :vlenezes is 
precisely what Blair and Bush's "war on 
terror" is all about-expanding the state's 
deadly powers of repression against thc 
population domestically. 

The program of the proletariat, accepted by revolutionists since the publication of 
the Communist Manifesto, can be summed up in two slogans: for workers' power and 
for socialism. Naturally the immediate tactic of the proletariat is not on all occasions 
the struggle for state power: that is possible only in a revolutionary crisis. But at all 
times and on all occasions the fundamental program remains the same-for the over
throw of capitalism, for workers' power and for socialism. This program expresses the 
basic class conflict in modern society; records the Marxist understanding that the prob
lems of society can be solved only by socialism, and that socialism can be achieved 
only through the conquest of power by the proletariat. The duty of the revolutionary 
party, the conscious vanguard of the proletariat, is to keep this full and fundamental 
program always to the fore and always uncompromised, In its program, the revolution
ary party thus sums up the independence of the proletariat as a class, and asserts its 
independent historical destiny, 

"We may be poor but wc are not 
that stupid." said Giovani de Menezes, 
the brother of Jean Charles de Menezes, 
who was gunned down in the subway 
by London police on July 22. Rejecting 
British officials' insulting blood money 
offer to the family of £15,000 ($27,000), 
he said, "We will not exchange money 
for my brother's life." The fury and dis
gust expressed by the family of the slain 
27-year-old Brazilian immigrant are grow
ing daily, as millions now know, due to 
leaks to the press, that the British govern
ment's cover-up of the horrifying police 
killing was a complete pack of lies. 

Barely two days after the killing, Met
ropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Ian 
Blair blandly asserted that the "shoot-to
kill-in-order-to-protect policy" continued 
in place across the country, going on to 
add, "I think we are quite comfortable 
that the policy is right but these are fan
tastically difficult times" (Scotsman, 25 

Just about every single "fact" given out 
by police following the killing of de 
Menezes, who they initially claimed was 
a terrorist suspect, has turned out to 
be a lie, He had no rucksack (where a 
bomb supposedly could have been hid
den), he was not wearing a bulky padded 
jacket, he did not run from police, he did 
not jump over a ticket barrier. Actually, as 
the Guardian Unlimited (17 August) re
ported, documents from the Independent 
Police Complaints Commission show that 
"Mr de Menezes was filmed on CCTV 
cameras entering the station at a normal 
walking pace and even picking up a free 
copy of the Metro newspaper. He was 
wearing a denim jacket." 
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-James Burnham, "The People's Front: The New Betrayal," 
Pioneer Publishers (1937) 
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Workers Hammer Reuters 
London, July 25: Outrage over cold blooded cop execution of Jean Charles 
de Menezes. 
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,~Israeli Troops, Settlers Out of All the Occupied Territories! 
AUGUST 28-0n August 4, just before 
Ariel Sharon's evacuation of settlers from 
Gaza, an ultra-chauvinist settler supporter 
opened fire on a busload of Arabs in 
northern Israel, killing four and wound
ing several others. Two weeks later, a set
tler in the West Bank went on a bloody 
rampage, murdering four Palestinians 
there. In the past week, Israeli forces car
ried out another massacre in the West 
Bank refugee camp of Tulkarm, killing a 
total of five people alleged to be Pales
tinian militants. Gaza remains enclosed 
by an electrified fence, and the West Bank 
is carved up by a ghetto wall and criss
crossed by military checkpoints and mili
tarized Jewish-only highways. Hunger, 
disease, misery and hopelessness plague 
the Palestinian population of the Occu
pied Territories. This is the true face of 
Zionist Israel's vaunted "disengagement." 

The road to today has been one of 
decades of Zionist land theft abetted 
by the perfiery of the nationalist leaders 
of the Palestinian people. In 1971, the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 
declared itself opposed to accepting a 
Palestinian state on anything other than 
all the area known as Israel and the 
Occupied Territories. Three years later, 
the PLO came out for a West Bank 
"mini-state," which was posed as a transi
tional step toward a "democratic, secular 
Palestine." In 1988" the PLO explicitly 
accepted the existence of the inherently 
exclusivist Zionist state, and in 1993 the 
PLO and fsrael signed a U.S.-brokered 
agreement, the Oslo Accords, in which 
the PLO agreed to police the Occupied 
Territories on behalf of the Zionist rulers 
in exchange for Palestinian "autonomy." 

Today, the government of Ariel Sharon, 
the butcher of the Sabra and Shatila 
Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon 
in 1982, has determined that Israeli 
national interests are best served by with
drawing approximately 8,000 settlers 
from the Gaza Strip-an area about the 
size of the New York City borough of 
Queens-and four settlements in the West 
Bank. This is being done as vastly more 
numerous settlements are built in the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem by devour
ing ever more Palestinian land. Once 
again demonstrating the bankruptcy of 
petty-bourgeois nationalism, today the 
Palestinian Authority talks of "building 
our country" in Gaza: a tiny, dusty parcel 
of land that will still confine 1.3 million 
impoverished Palestinians, encircled and 
under the thumb of the Israeli military. 
Sharon's vice prime minister, Ehud 
Olmert, emphasized that the Israeli mili
tary would now be better situated to police 
that desolate ghetto. After quoting Olmert 
that the pullout "will not reduce the capa
bility of the Israeli security forces to 
respond," the New York Times (II August) 
commented, "Without Israeli settlers in 
Gaza, [Olmert] suggested, the army could 
-strike even harder." 

The removal of the Gaza settlers by 
Sharon, implementing a policy earlier 
proposed by the Labor Party, was touted 
as a step forward for the oppressed Pales
tinians not only by imperialist spokesmen 
but by leftist cheerleaders for the so
called Palestinian "resistance." The Work
ers World Party (WWP), the pseudo
socialist organization that initiated the 
ANSWER antiwar coalition, hails the 
"victory of the steadfast Palestinian resis
tance" for "the fact that Israel is forced to 
withdraw" (Workers World, 18 August). 
The WWP enthuses: "The mood of con
tinuing resistance in Gaza is visible in 
signs there that read: 'Today Gaza, tomor
row Jerusalem and the West Bank: and 
'Resistance wins-let's go on!'" Having 
earlier promoted more left-wing, secular 
variants of Arab nationalism, WWP now 
cheers a "resistance" dominated by the 
anti-woman, anti-Semitic Islamic reac
tionaries of Hamas. 

Newspapers and TV depicted weeping 
settler families and reluctant Israeli sol
diers, juxtaposed with scenes of jubilant, 
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Zionists Quit 
Gaza Ghetto 

Gaza: One of many Palestinian homes demolished by Israeli occupation 
forces in 2004. 

For a Socialist Federation 
of the Near East! 

flag-waving Palestinians. Palestinians 
undoubtedly relish the departure of the 
hated settlers from Gaza after 38 years. 
However, they are not as euphoric as 
one might conclude from the Western 
capitalist media (and the likes of Workers 
World). A l2-year-old boy said that his 
hope for the future is "to go upstairs": the 
Israeli army took over the upper two 
floors of his home five years ago. An old 
woman stated, with what the reporter 
described as "the language of diminished 
expectations": "God willing, we hope for 
the best, for us and them. We only ask the 
United Nations and UNRWA [UN refu
gee agency] to build us a sewage line" 
(Middle East Report Online, 19 May). 

It is necessary to demand the complete, 
unconditional withdrawal of all Israeli 
troops and settlers from all of the Occu
pied Territories, including East Jerusalem 
and the Golan Heights, as well as the 
immediate removal of all anti-Arab for
tifications-including the military check
points, the walls and fences and the apart
heid highway network. WWP and the 
Palestinian nationalists notwithstanding, 
it is totally fatuous to believe that the cur
rent "disengagement" from Gaza will 
lead to a Palestinian state including the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem. Sharon 
made this clear by embarking on a mas
sive new settlement construction program 
in the West Bank at the same time that the 
Gaza evacuation was under way. 

Even were the Palestinians able to 
achieve a statelet on these territories
economically unviable and under Israeli 
suzerainty-this would hardly be a reali
zation of Palestinian self-determination. 
Genuine self-determination for the Pales
tinian people is impossible without the 
dismantling of both the Zionist state of 
Israel, whose very existence is premised 
on the oppression of the Palestinian peo
ple, and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor
dan, whose population is about 60 per
cent Palestinian. 

Unlike various "leftist" enthusiasts for 
Arab nationalism, we have always insisted 
that national emancipation for the Pales
tinians must not come at the expense 
of the right to national existence of the 
Hebrew-speaking people. Given the inter
penetration of the Hebrew-speaking and 
Palestinian Arab populations-two peo
ples laying claim to the same territory-

the only just resolution to the national 
question lies in the revolutionary over
throw of all the bourgeois regimes in the 
region. Only through the creation of a 
planned economy in a socialist federation 
of the Near East can conflicting claims 
over land and water be equitably resolved 
and all languages, religions and cultures 
be placed on an equal footing. 

The Israeli pullout from Gaza and a 
handful of West Bank settlements is a 
caricature of the "Gaza-Jericho first" deal 
that was the first step of the 1993 Oslo 
"peace" accords, which created the Pales
tinian Authority. In an article headlined 
"Israel-PLO Deal for Palestinian Ghetto," 
we wrote that this deal "does not offer 
even the most deformed expression of 
self-determination" and "would place the 
PLO's seal on the national oppression 
of the long-suffering Palestinian Arab 
masses" (WV No. 583, 10 September 
1993). We added: 

"This grotesque bargain over the subju
gated Palestinian people marks a water
shed in the Near East. By its act, the 
PLO has invited fundamentalist reaction
aries like Ramas to pose as the only 
fighters against the Zionist occupation. 
Petty-bourgeois Arab nationalism has 
been shown to be the bankrupt and 
impotent dead end that it always was." 

Implemented by the Labor government 
ofYitzhak Rabin, this deal led directly to 
the doubling of the settler popUlation in 
the Occupied Territories in subsequent 
years. The Palestinians who had earlier 
managed to eke out a living as low-wage 
laborers in Israeli construction and agri-
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culture were now largely confined to their 
segregated villages and squalid refugee 
camps and cut off from their livelihoods, 
replaced by migrant labor from East 
Europe and Southeast Asia. A population 
that had once been among the most edu
cated and cosmopolitan in the Near East 
is today increasingly under the sway 
of Islamic reaction. Whereas the first 
Intifada in the late 1980s gave rise to a 
plethora of women's organizations that 
challenged traditional values. Palestinian 
women are now, especially in Gaza. 
increasingly forced to wear the veil and 
many have been murdered in "honor" 
killings. 

Today, Hamas is maneuvering to gain 
maximum political capital for itself as 
the Fatah moyemem of Mahmoud Abbas. 
Yasir Arafat's successor. grows increas
ingly discredited and despised. Over the 
past year. Hamas candidates won an esti
mated 60 percent of all seats in local 
government elections in Gaza and the 
West Bank, and in the West Bank town 
of Qalqilya, Hamas' slate took all 15 
positions, which was seen as "a protest 
not only against Fatah's history of mis
management but also against Fatah's 
powerlessness to prevent the encircle
ment of the town on all sides by Israel's 
wall" (Middle East Report Online, 21 
August). Hamas also intends to run in 
legislative elections projected for next 
January. 

The suicide bombings carried out by 
such groups as Hamas against innocent 
Israeli civilians-as opposed to attacks 
on the Israeli military and their armed set
tler auxiliaries-are criminal acts of ter
ror that serve only to seal any fissures in 
Israeli society. The starting point for those 
fighting for social justice and national 
emancipation for the oppressed Palestin
ians must be that Israel, like the neighbor
ing Arab countries, is a capitalist society 
with a class divide between the bourg,eoi
sie and the proletariat. The proletariat 
includes not only European-derived Ash
kenazi Jews but the more downtrodden 
Near Eastern Sephardic Jews and a deeply 
oppressed Palestinian Arab minority. 

The inherently oppressive Zionist state 
must and can only be swept away from 
within, through a proletarian revolution 
uniting Palestinian and Hebrew-speaking 
workers against the common class enemy. 
For this to come about will likely require 
the prior victory of socialist revolution 
elsewhere, under the banner of prole
tarian internationalism. But if the Hebrew 
working class is to fight for its own lib
eration from capitalist exploitation, it 
must champion the national rights of the 
Palestinian people. In turn, the Arab 
working masses will not be won to a per
spective of proletarian revolution if they 
are not broken from Arab nationalism and 
anti-Semitism. What is crucially neces
sary is the forging of revolutionary Marx
ist parties throughout the Near East, tem
pered through the most uncompromising 
struggle not only against fundamentalist 
reaction of all religious stripes but also 
even the most secular or "progressive" 
brand of nationalism. There is no other 
way. Defend the Palestinian people! For 
a socialist federation of the Near East!. 
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. . For a Workers Party 
Bat Figbts for a Workers Government! 

. For SoCialist Revolution 
I in the Bastion 

of World Imperialism! 

Organizational Rules and Guidelines 
of the Spartacist League/U.S. 
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We print belmr the first part of 
all article trallSlated from Espar
taco No. 24 (Summer 2005). pub
lished by our comrades of the 
Grupo Espartaquista de Mexico. 
The article centrally deafs with the 
attempt In Mexican president 
Vicente Fox of the National AcriOlI 
POl'ty (PA/V) alld a section of the 
f(JI'Illcr rufing Institlltionaf Rc1'O
II/tiolla!"\' Part\· (PRI; to srrip 
Andr(;.1 Monllcf Lr)flc Obrado}' of 
the Party o{ the Deml·crotic Re\'(!
illlion (PRJ)) of his political immll
nity. a proccss called desafu~ro. ill 
order to efiminate him from l1ext 
year's presidelltiaf race. 

PART ONE 

Last May. while polls showed 
that Mexico City's mayor. PROer 
Amlr~s Manuel L6pez Obrador 
(A\1LO). was growing in popu· 

.-
0<''' 

AFP 

larity and that h:: could win th~ 

pr~sidenc) in 200(i. the PAj\; gO\
ernm~nL togeth ~r with a majorit:
wing of th~ PRL ialln:h~d a cam
paign tran~par~r.tly de·.igncd to 

Rally of 200,000 in Mexico City, August 2004, in defense 
of PRD mayor Lopez Obrador (inset). 

pu,h AMLO aside: thl attorney 
general accused him of "disobeying" a 
court order for taking too long to re4;1rI1 a 
piece of land he had expropriated to ... build 
a road to a hospital' Through electoral 
fraud. flate 19th- to early 20th-century 
leader] Porfirio Ofaz remained in power 
for 30 years and the PRI and its predeces
sors for 70. For more than 100 years, 
defense of effective suffrage against fraud 
has been one of the most recurrent and 
deeply felt demands of the masses, and it 
is not surprising that Fox's maneuver dra
matically polarized the country. The desa
fuero process dominated newspaper head
lines and TV news shows. In Mexico City, 

I ~, :l!J ;l f!\< .] 
there were homemade banners everywhere 
repUdiating the PAN and PRJ's stories. 
Since last August, hundreds of thousands 
have marched in the streets, especially 
in the capital, against the new fraud. More 
significantly, many workers unions, above 
all the so-called "independent" one~, which 
contain many of the most combative trade 
unionists, took part in the demonstrations. 

Even the bourgeoisie found itself 
divided over the desafuero. While im
portant bourgeois sectors backed Fox's 
attack, other sections of the bourgeoisie. 
and even of the imperialists. were wor
ried about the danger of "instability," i.e., 
an explosion 'of social struggle as a result 
of Fox's attempt. Thus. some of the most 
"respected" bourgeois mouthpieces in 
the world. like the Nnf York Times. 
denounced the maneuver. The threat of 
instability provoked a fall in the stock 
market. According to ProCI'S() (I May). 
the head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of 
the U.S. Armed Forces. Richard Myers. 
met with Fox in mid April to warn him 
of the consequences of the dem{lIero. 
and the U.S. government itself made 
its "concern" about political instabilty 
public. Finally, after the mobilization of 
1.2 million people in defense of AMLO's 
rights on April 24. Fox backed down. 

The attack by Fox & Co. would have 
meant a pre-emptive right-wing strike, car
ried out with the approval of the Mexican 
Congress, to get rid of the candidate that 
Fox's clerical gang identifies with the 
"left." This attack would have represented 
a blow against the thin "democratic" layer 
covering volatile Mexican capitalism and 
would have reinforced state tyranny. 
We Spartacists opposed the PAN's attack 
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No Support to Capitalist PRO! 
Forge a VVorkers Party! 

against the elementary democratic rights 
of the entire popUlation: essentially the 
right of people to vote for whomever they 
want. As Marxists, we defend democratic 
rights, among them universal suffrage, 
which have been won through bitterly 
fought struggles. We took this position 
without giving the PRD any political sup
port and while making clear the PRD's 
bourgeois and therefore inherently anti
worker nature. As we wrote in a leaflet dis
tributed at demonstrations against the 
desafuero on April 7 and 24 [see WV No. 
846, 15 April]: 

"If the working class is to break with the 
bourgeois parties and move forward 
toward its political independence, as a 
basic starting point the working class 
should not allow Fox's judicial dictates 
to prevent it from voting for whomever it 

wants. If the government can push aside 
even a timid bourzeois nationalist such 
as Lopez Obrador~ removing him from 
his elected post and even incarcerating 
him. what could a class-struggle leader
ship of the working class expect?" 

Working people are fed up with the 
"government of business owners" and its 
transparently anti-worker "neoliberal" poli
cies. The PRO. a bourgeois-nationalist 
party that combines denunciations of "neo
liberalism" with meager concessions to 
the workers and oppressed. has managed 
to take advantage of this discontent to 
increase its popularity, especially among 
the dispossessed masses. Thus, in the dem
onstrations in defense of Lopez Obrador 
on April 7 and 24, banners supporting 
AMLO's "alternative nation project" were 

common, as well as others declaring "You 
Are Not Alone" or "We Are All Lopez." 

But as Marxists, we understand that the 
main division in society is that between 
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, two 
classes with their own, irreconcilable 
interests. To render this division clear and 
to combat illusions in the bourgeoisie are 
our main tasks. The PAN, PRI and PRO 
are all bourgeois parties, differing only in 
the form of administering capitalism. 
None of them challenges-and it could 
not be otherwise--capitalist exploitation 
itself. To get rid of the rapaciousness 
inherent in this system of exploitation 
and oppression, it is necessary for the 
working class to take power in its own 
hands through a socialist revolution, 
destroying the bourgeois state-whose 

Union of 
electrical 
workers 
protests 
against 
Mexican 
capitalists' 
privatization 
drive. 

core is the police, the army. the courts and 
the prisons-and establishing a workers 
state. the class dictatorship of the prole
tariat. Such a state would be based on col
lectivizing the means of production and 
using them not in the service of the prof
its of a handful of capitalists but for sat
isfying the needs of the population. 

"Neoliberalism" and 
"Populism": Two Faces of 
Capitalist Exploitation 

Over the last two decades, the Mexican 
economy has been administered accord
ing to policies identified with what is 
known as "neoliberalism": brutally slash
ing social expenditure, privatizing state 
industries and opening up the economy to 

foreign investors without any re
strictions. The high-sounding goal. 
according to [former president] 
Salinas de Gortari. was to bring 
Mexico into the "First World." 
Today. there is nothing left to pri
vatize except the energy sector. 
and yet the reality is the devasta
tion of the economy and the li\
ing standards of the masse,. The 
buying pow~r of wage, has fallen 
70 percent in the last 2-' years. 
Privatizations havc thrown mil
lions onto the stre~h and sig
nificantl) weakened the unions. 
Countless maqlliladoms [foreign
owned "free-trade" factories] have 
been closed. The implementation 
of NAFTA [North American Free 
Trade Agreement] and the dis
mantling of th~ eiido [communal 
farming system] h,l\~ devastated 
mill ions of peasant,. Together with 
the tens of thousands who risk their 
lives every year try ing to ent~r the 
U.S. in search of employment. 

i thousands of peasants continu~ 

1 emigrating to the hig cities. where 
they join the immense army of th~ 

....... unemployed trying to sunive. An 
estimated 27 percent of the total popUlation 
i~ engaged in the "informal economy:' i.e .. 
they are street vendors. 

In addition to continuing these reac
tionary economic policies. the PAN is 
also the historic party of clerical reac
tion; it was founded by priests, bosses 
and landowners in the 1930s as the 
"respectable" version of the [Catholic 
fundamentalist guerrillaist] Cristero move
ment and in response to the Callista and 
Cardenista blasphemies (referring to the 
secular presidents Plutarco Elias Calles 
and Lazaro Cardenas]. Thus, Fox's ad
ministration is characterized by its general 
social backwardness, by its campaigns 
to reinforce "family values," and by its 
continuous attacks on the separation of 
church and state and against the rights of 
women. Fox grotesquely boasts that the 
murders of women in Ciudad Juarez have 
been solved, to the disbelieving ears of 
the victims' relatives and of a popUlation 
horrified by over a decade of unpunished 
misogynist crimes. It was the PAN gov
ernment of Baja California that in 2000 
denied young Paulina her elementary right 
to an abortion after having been a victim 
of rape. and instead sent her. .. to a priest~ 
Today in Mexico-the second-largest 
Catholic country in the world-IS homo
sexuals are murdered every month. Fox is 
the first president in over a century to kiss 
the hand of a pope in an official act. 

The PAN is made up of openly anti-~ 
worker right-wingers, ideologically moti
vated neo-Cristeros and overt lackeys of 
American imperialism. Fox himself is 
nothing more than a Coca-Kulak-an 
ignorant landowner with a small dose 
of urbanity courtesy of The Coca-Cola 
Company. The PAN national leader Man
uel Espino is a veteran of the fascistic 
organization El Yunque. Now the coun
tr~<s domestic policy is in the hands of 
Carlos Abascal, an obscurantist fanatic 
and son and legitimate ideological heir 
to a leader of the equally fascistic sillo /'
quista movement [a legal political organ
ization based on the peasantry and derived 
from the CristerosJ. The republican prin
ciples of Fox and his monks are probably 
reduced to their belief that only "Christ is 
King" [slogan of the Cristero movement]. 

On the other hand, there is nothing par
ticularly leftist in the politics of Lopez 
Obrador and the PRO. But they have 
managed to seize on the crass conserva
tism of the current federal government 
and its aristocratic and ignorant disdain 
for the poor and the workers in order to 
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present themselves to the masses as a 
friendlier alternative and a viable vehicle 
to achieve the felt democratic demands of 
the population (the right to education, 
national emancipation vis-a-vis American 
imperialism. etc.). A large part of AMLO's 
popularity comes from his statements 
against the privatization of the energy sec
tor. To a certain degree, Lopez Obrador 
has translated his democratic-nationalist 
rhetoric into popular measures, such as an 
acclaimed subsidy to the elderly and to 
single mothers and investment in projects 
of public education and urban infrastruc
ture-timid and elementary measures 
which in the context of the brutal aus
terity of the PRI and PAN seem truly sig
nificant. This is a dangerous illusion. 

The working class should not have illu
sions in AMLO. The particular positions 
that distinguish him from other bourgeois 
politicians (constant denunciations of neo
liberalism, opposition to privatization of 
the energy sector. etc.) are purely con
junctural: they are either electoral cam
paign promises or measures to defuse the 
potential for workers struggle. National
ist populism and economic neoliberalism 
are simply alternate policies of the capi
talist system, often followed by the same 
individual according to the demands of. 
the moment. As we said in our 7 April 
leaflet: "If he wins the presidency, the 
very support Lopez Obrador has among 
the workers movement would place him 
in a better position to carry forward the 
privatization of the electric and oil sec
tors, which the ineffective Fox has not 
been able to achiev~." 

The same understanding is behind the 
support AMLO has among important capi
talists such as Carlos Slim-the richest 
man in Latin America. who bought the 
formerly state-owned communications 
monopoly Telmcx-and statements such 
as that of the pre~ident of the Mexican 
Banks Association. Marcos Martinez Ga
vica. Clearly referring to Lopez Obrador, 
MartInez Gavica commented on the day of 
AMLO's inauguration that a "left" politi
cian represents no obstacle to the country's 
development: "He can even be a guarantor 
to further advance reforms in order to make 
the national economy more competitive" 
(La Jornada, 5 March). And when these 
people talk of "reforms" and "capacity to 
compete," they invariably refer to privatiza
tions and anti-worker measures. Not one 
vote to the capitalist parties! For the politi
cal independence of the working class! For 
a workers party to fight for workers rule! 

From Lazaro Cardenas to 
Lopez Obrador: 
The Nationalist Sleeping Pill 

The history of Latin American capital
ism has been one of constant oscillations 
between "free trade" openness on the one 
hand and nationalist populism on the 
other. After decades of "neoliberalism," 
in recent years there has been a shift 

ive 

Mexican president Lazaro Cardenas 
nationalized oil industry in 1938. 

throughout South America back toward 
nationalist populism. However, this shift 
in the political climate and balance of 
force~ is not in itself anti-capitalist. In a 
sense, it strengthens the forces of Latin 
American capitalism by solidifying the 
ties of the working class to its own 
national bourgeoisie. which is well prac
ticed in demagogic denunciations of'l-'lall 
Street and Washington. As we said in 
Espal"rac() No. 20 (Spring-Summer 2003). 
"The only c(ll1stants in this inhumane 
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wheel of fortune are SUbjugation to impe
rialism and the human misery of millions 
of peasants and workers." 

The fundamental role of the PRD has 
been to derail the inevitable daily and spon
taneous struggles of the Mexican masses 
into the sterile framework of electoral bal
lots. Its goal is to stabilize volatile Mexican 
capitalism and renegotiate the terms of its 
subordination to imperialism. It was telling 
that, at the April 7 demonstration against 
the desafuero, Lopez Obrador's speech put 
particular emphasis on maintaining the 
peaceful character of the demonstrations 
and respecting state institutions. His speech 
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took advantage of the conjuncture-with 
the existence of the Soviet Union as 
a counterweight to the imperialists-to 
expropriate the British and American oil 
magnates; he also humiliated them by 
giving asylum to the Bolshevik Trotsky, 
the organizer, together with Lenin, of the 
October Revolution and the founder of 
the' R'ed Army and the Fourth Interna
tional. Cardenas' aim was to consolidate 
the Mexican capitalist state and check the 
excessive ambitions of the imperialists, 
and this required the support of the work
ing class. In 1940, living in Lazaro Car
denas' Mexico and months before being 
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U.S. combines harvesting wheat (above). Children of Indian migrant farm 
workers from Oaxaca. NAFTA has devastated millions of Mexican peasants. 

had an effect not only on the crowd but also 
on the big bourgeoisie, which sighed in 
relief. Even the stock exchange recovered 
after his speech. 

The PRD emerged as a disenchanted 
faction of the PRI that sought to return 
to that party's "golden years." Thus, in 
his book Un Proyecto Alternativo de 
Nacion [An Alternative Nation Project], 
Lopez Obrador writes in reference to the 
PRI governments before Echevetrfa that 
"although we suffered the endemic evil of 
inequality, Mexico grew constantly at a 
rate of almost 7 percent a year and with 
macroeconomic stability in prices and 
public finances." In order to polernicize 
against "neoliberals," AMLO uses the 
example of ... Gustavo Dfaz Ordaz and 
Adolfo Lopez Mateos, among others. The 
former is infamous for the [1968] Tlate-
101co massacre, while the latter was re
sponsible for the brutal crushing of the 
great railroad strike of 1957 -S 8, although 
many (like the leadership of the SME 
[Mexican Electricians Union]) remember 
him only for the nationalization of the 
electric industry. But that is what bour
geois nationalist populism means: the 
combination of concessions to the work
ers and oppressed and brutal repression. 
with the goal of disciplining the working 
class and pushing forward the interests 
of the bourgeoisie. Also revealing. though 
certainly not surprising for ~larxists. is his 
reference to the "endemic evil of inequal
ity:' What workers need to understand is 
that inequality, exploitation and oppres
sion are endemic to the rule of capital. 

It is worth analyzing briefly the politics 
of the icon of Mexican bourgeois national
ists, Lazaro Cardenas. During his presiden
tial period. Cardenas carried out a series of 
democratic reforms, such as nationaliza
tion of oil and railroads and land distribu
tion. Marxists defended these measures 
against right-wing attacks. The expropria
tion of oil in particular represented. in the 
words of Russian re\'olutionary Leon Trot
sky. "the only effective means of safe
guarding national independence and the 
elementary condition, of democracy:' 

On the eve of \'v'orld War II. Cardenas 
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assassinated by a Stalinist henchman, 
Trotsky explained in "The Trade Unions 
in the Epoch of Imperialist Decay": 

"Inasmuch as the chief role in the back
ward countries is not played by national 
but by foreign capitalism, the national 
bourgeoisie occupies, in the sense of its 
social position, a much more minor posi
tion than corresponds with the develop
ment of industry. Inasmuch as foreign 
capital does not import workers but pro
letarianizes the native population, the 
national proletariat soon begins playing 
the most important role in the life of the 
country. In these conditions the national 
government, to the extent that it tries to 
show resistance to foreign capital, is 
compelled to a greater or lesser degree to 
lean on the proletariat." 

This quote explains quite succinctly the 
essence of the decades of PRI bonapartist 
rule in Mexico, during which the state, 
due to the inherent weakness of the bour
geoisie, often appeared to stand above 
competing class interests and relied on 
corporatism-tying political, social and 
trade-union organizations to the state. 

By making these concessions, Carde
nas not only used the working class as a 
powerful card to play against his local 
and imperialist bourgeois rivals. but he 
managed to co-opt it and to then put it 
under the iron leadership of the CTM 
[Mexican Labor Federation] bureauc
racy. Cardenas was no ·'socialist." When 
nationalist demagogy was not enough, he 
didn't hesitate before unleashing repres
sion against the workers. For example. in 
1940 he sent the police to break an 
oil strike in Azcapotza1co. Despite his 
nationalist rhetoric. by the end of his 
administration the Mexican economy 
depended on the U.S. more than ever 
before. "Tat a" Cardenas was, in fact. the 
founder of what Mario Vargas Llosa evoc
atively called the "perfect dictatorship" 
of the PRI, which was to last 60 years. 

Bourgeois nationalism was the main 
ideological glue that made possible Cirde
nas "historic alliance," i.e .. the subordina
tion of the working class to the PRM [Party 
of the Mexican Revolution. predecessor to 
the PRI]/PRI. Nationalism is the notion 
that in the end we are allivlexicans and the 

key question is to push the nation forward. 
Today, the PRD mimics Cardenas' nation
alist rhetoric. This is only a smokescreen 
to cover capitalist exploitation. The prole
tariat will successfully struggle to achieve 
its historic interests inasmuch as it breaks 
with this bourgeois ideology and realizes 
that it is an international class, with com
mon interests independent of nationality 
and counterposed to those of the national 
and foreign bourgeoisies. 

An Alternative 
Subordination Project 

In his bookAn Alternative Nation Proj
ect. which in reality is little more than 
a great collection of commonplaces and 
pipe dreams about how Mexico will 
become a paradise of .,ocial justice once 
the PRD holds the reins of its destiny, 
AMLO presents a series of proposals to 
solve one of the country's oldest and most 
burning problems: the land. But his pro
gram to "reactivate the countryside" is a 
bad joke. The goal is "to harmonize and 
support, at the same time, subsistence 
agriCUlture, production for the internal 
market and production for export." How 
to achieve it? He writes: 

"It would be necessary to promote the 
strengthening of the subsistence agricul
ture economy in communities. The pur
pose is to promote traditional productive 
activities with small grants .... 
"There are exceptional cases in indige
nous communities where they produce 
almost everything they consume. There 
is also. for example. what has histori
cally happened in towns like those of 
Tlaxcala. where the peasants. in small 
plots of land. grow corn. with good pro
ductivity. and have sheep. goats and 
cows in their yards. and a loom inside 
the house." -

The Tlaxcala peasants do so well that they 
risk their lives to migrate massively to the 
U.S.! Additionally, AMLO says: "The 
government action we propose must be 
oriented ~o granting credit through verbal 
agreements for the purchase of animals, 
grain and seeds. work materials, supplies 
and all that is destined to strengthen 
productive activities and traditional tech
nologies." What does "traditional tech-

• nologies" mean? Pulling plows with starv
ing oxen? Using mud to build chinampas 
[Aztec artificial islets used for growing 
crops on the old Texcoco lake]? 

Mexican agriculture, which is in large 
part subsistence, cannot compete with the 
huge industrial farms of the u.~.,,~cb 
in addition cover immense eKpanse~ 9f 
fertile land that simply do not eXIst in 
Mexico. To give one example of the enor
mous differences, here there is one tractor 
for every 100 people involved in agricul
ture, while in the U.S. there are 1.5 trac
tors for every rural worker. Making 
the Mexican countryside productive does 
not require "traditional technology" but 
modern technology: tractors, irrigation 
systems, processing plants, fertilizers and 
scientific education for the peasants, But 
this goal is impossible within the frame
work of underdeveloped capitalism; to 
make it a reality, a workers revolution 
backed by a peasant insurrection is neces
sary, to expropriate the bourgeoisie and the 
landowners. This perspective cannot be 
separated from the struggle to extend the 
revolution to the colossus in the north, 
which would make it possible to obtain 
the technology necessary to pull the coun
tryside out of backwardness and misery. 

The national emancipation the masses 
long for and AMLO promises prpsup
poses a modern industrial economy. nut 
Mexican capitalism cannot rid itself of 
imperialism. Thus, regarding the maqui
ladora industry, AMLO holds: 

"We propose direct dealing with entre
preneurs to stop the migration of Inllqui
fadm·as. It is true that in China or other 
parts of the world there are more relative 
advantages. above all the low cost of 
labor. but it is possible to offer other 
incentives and to re-evaluate the impor
tance of the proximity of our country to 
the \\orld's largest market:' 

The only way to make the maquiladora 
industry competitive is to make labor even 
cheaper. to offer greater fiscal advantages to 
the blood-sucking investors and to continue 
the draconian labor regime established by 
the so-called "protection contracts." 

[TO BE CONTINUED] 
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Schwarzenegger Goes After 
Unions, Blacks, Immig{ants 

Defeat Anti-Worker 
Assault in California! 

* Arorizo/EPA 

Nurses and teachers at 
May 25 Sacram~nto rally 

denounce threatened 
cutbacks by Governor 

Schwarzenegger. 

Break with the Democrats
!for a Class-Struggle Workers Party! 

OAKLAND-California trade unionists 
are alarmed and outraged over the offen
sive against public employee unions, 
education and social services being spear
headed by Governor Arnold Schwarze
negger. Tens of thousands of teachers, 
nurses, firefighters and other union 
members turned out in Los Angeles and 
Sacramento on May 25 to demonstrate 
their determination to fight against it. 
Schwarzenegger's special statewide No
vember election is designed to push through 
attacks on the unions and social services. 

Last December, Schwarzenegger taunted 
nurses protesting his attempt to impose 
reduced nurse-to-patient ratios, calling 
them "special interests" and boasting, "I 
kick their butt." But Schwarzenegger has 
been hounded all over the state by angry 
teachers, nurses, students and others. Sus
tained protests helped drive the governor's 
approval rating down to 31 percent by late 
June. On July 20, a state judge ordered 
nurses to postpone a one-day strike pro
testing reduced nurse-to-patient ratios at 
University of California hospitals. 

The capitalists are increasingly brazen 
in their drive to destroy unions. William 
Hauck, president of the California Busi
ness Roundtable, told the San Francisco 
Chronicle (16 May) that a ballot measure 
he backs to increase teacher probation 
terms may be "no panacea" but is a step 
in the right direction: "Ideally, we would 
have no tenure or collective bargaining." 
In a conference call with big Schwarze
negger donors, the contents of which were 
leaked to the press in June, the governor's 
aides promised to create a "phenomenon 
of anger" against public employee unions 
(Los Angele.1 Times. 5 June). 

While the convulsive labor battles of 
the 1930s forged powelful unions in the 
private sector. most public employees were 
not even unionized until three or four 
decades ago. Since then, many well-paying 
union manufacturing jobs in the U.S. 
have vanished, devastating large sections 
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of the unionized industrial working class. 
Capitalists have gone on a union-busting 
offensive, with the result that today only 
some 12 percent of workers are union
ized-8 percent in the private sector. 

Workers have shown no lack of deter
mination and courage in fighting against 
this offensive. However, the union bureauc
racy has sabotaged strikes and acquiesced 
to the growth of non-union jobs while 
appealing fruitlessly to "friends of labor" 
in the Democratic Party. which is no 
less a capitalist party than the Republi
cans. Now the bourgeoisie is going after 
public employee unions, which by 2004 
accounted for some 37 percent of public 
sector workers. This is one of the few 
areas that black people can still hope to 
get well-paying union jobs. 

An article in Business Week (13 June), 
under'the scare-mongering title "Sink
HOLE! How Public Pension Promises Are 
Draining State and City Budgets," out
lined the capitalists' theme: "Outside of 
government workers, very few employees 
have these kinds of deals anymore." The 
defined-benefit pensions won by the unions 
after World War II are being widely 

replaced with 401(k)s, shifting the onus of 
retirement security from the company to 
the individual workers. So, now that pen
sions have been devastated in the private 
sector, public workers are painted as 
"greedy" because they have not yet been 
driven down to the same level. 

At issue is not just defense of the 
unions, wages and benefits of public sec
tor workers. The ruling class is removing 
obstacles to further savaging everything 
from public education to what's left of the 
"social safety net." Hospitals in poor, 
black and immigrant areas like L.A.'s 
King/Drew Medical Center are under the 
ax, while Schwarzenegger helps Bush cut 
Medicaid. In San Diego, a nearly $2 bil
lion pension shortfall, which led to the 
resignation of Republican mayor Dick 
Murphy last month, is the pretext for 
threats of massive cuts in city services. 

. MObilize Union Power! 
How to fight against this assault? Cali

fornia union officials are conducting a 
purely electoral campaign centered on 
TV ads and lobbying the state legislature. 
But union power does not come from 
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May 17: Oakland high school students and teachers march to City Hall 
protesting layoffs and closures. 

spending the membership'S hard-earned 
dues money on backstabbing "friends of 
labor" in the Democratic Party and slick 
lobbyists. Union power derives from the 
ability of the workers to collectively with
draw their labor power and bring opera
tions to a halt. None of the Yast wealth that 
flows through California port~ mows 
without workers organized in strategic. 
multiracial unions like the International 
Longshore and Warehouse L'nion. Yet 
strike action. stopping the flow of profits. 
i~ the last thing to be considered hy the 
exi~ting leadership of the labor mow
ment. \\ hose entire outl()()~ is ha~ed on 
appealing to the capitalist state-the gO\

ernment apparatus and repressiw forces 
(cops. courts. prisons I that administer and 
enforce the laws protecting the capital
isb' private property and profih. 

The labor hureauc'rah are once again 
hitching workers to the cart of the Demo
cratic Party. under the guise of "stopping 
Schwarzenegger." In fact. Schwarzeneg
ger is emholdened to attack the unions 
head-on as a direct result of the betrayals 
of the union tops. In the 2003 recall elec
tion that put Sch\\arzenegger in office. 
union officials backed the widely hated 
Democratic incumbent Gray Davis. Only 
days after the election. Los Angeles tran
sit workers and Southern California UFCW 
grocery workers struck. while a potential 
strike by 50.000 L.A. County and Orange 
County workers loomed. 

Instead of spreading the widely popu
lar grocery strike to other states where 
contracts were expiring and linking up 
these struggles, the bureaucrats worked 
hand-in-glove with Democratic politi
cians to get transit workers back to work 
and isolated the grocery workers at a criti
cal juncture. At every step, the labor tops 
sabotaged the grocery workers' deter
mined five-month struggle. The millions 
the AFL-CIO gave to the Democrats 
should have been given to the UFCW to 
help them win their hard-fought strike. A 
victory for the grocery workers would 
have resounded among workers through
out the country and could have been the 
springboard for organizing the anti-union 
giant Wal-Mart, a crucial task facing the 
labor movement. 

The obstacle to wielding union power 
is the labor bureaucracy-a parasitic layer 
in the trade unions based on the privileged 
upper strata of the working class-with its 
ties to the Democratic Party. Whether rep
resented by the AFL-CIO's John Swee
ney or the SErU's Andy Stern, who led 
the recent split of several unions from the 
AFL-CIO, the labor tops push the lie that 
the interests of capital and labor can be 
reconciled. In the course of the class bat
tles to come, it is necessary to forge a new 
leadership in the unions based on a per
spective of mobilizing the power of labor 
independently of all the agencies and rep
resentatives of the class enemy. What is 
required is the forging of a party that 
fights to bring the power of the workers to 
bear in defense of all the oppressed
women, blacks, immigrants, gays. Such 
a revolutionary workers party would 
lead workers to the understanding that to 
meet and safeguard their fundamental 
needs requires overthrowing capitalist 
rule, a system that is increasingly irra
tional on so many levels-from the 
decaying social and industrial infrastruc
ture to the imperialist war against and 
occupation of Iraq. 

Teachers, Schools Under Attack 
Teachers are the main immediate tar

get of Schwarzenegger's campaign. One 
of the three main ballot initiatives 
backed by the governor, the so-called 
"California Live Within Our Means Act" 
(Proposition 76). would gut the provi
sions established in 1988 by the pa~

sage of Proposition 98. which put a 
floor under education spending. Prop. 76 
would also allow the governor to unilat
erally cut state spending across the board. 
including tearing up state employee~' 

union contracts to cut pay and benefits. 
Proposition 74, demagogically titled the 
"Put the Kids First Act" would increase 
from two to five the number of years it 
takes teachers to reach permanent status 
(i.e., increase the length of probation). 
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Widespread seniority and tenure pro
visions give teachers a degree of job 
security, which makes teachers more dif
ficult to intimidate. The Governator and 
his backers want to destroy tenure as a 
step toward destroying teachers unions, 
whose lobbying for public school fund
ing has impeded attacks on education for 
working-class youth. 

Schwarzenegger launched his cam
paign by sounding his central theme
pass my measures or the Democrats will 
raise taxes. "Don't you dare touch Propo
sition 13:' he declared. adding demagogi
cally that the Democrats would "maybe 
take these poor people's homes away" 
(501/ Francisco Chronicle. 15 June). :\s we 
said in "Oakland Teachers Under Attack: 
Defend Public Education~ Free, Quality 
Education .1'or All'" (\\iF No. 846. 15 
April): 

"The sc\crc cri,is in California', public 
euucation d:.ttcs from the 1')"78 Propo,i
tion ! ~ tax revolt. when white. middle
class properly 0\\ ners voted a cap on 
property taxes. Prop. 13 wa, a de facto 
racist n.:ferenuum :.timed against spenu
ing ·tax dollar,' on social programs [11:.tt 
benefit.:d blacks and other minoritie,-Cl 
convenient scam designed to pIt pett:
b()ur~eois hOllleO\\ners aeaimt Llnions 
and gUlcrnmcnt Ilorker"i. The real bene
ficia~ie~. vv ere large commercial propert)' 
mIllers. 

California spending per pupil has 
plunged from 18th among all states in 
1977 to 44th today. This has intensified 
the savage inequalities of the racist capi
talist system. under which rich white sub
urban kids get the best schools money can 
buy-private or puhlic-while poor and 
minority inner-city students end up in 
squalid, decaying schools. In July, Demo
cratic legislators-with the support of the 
California Teachers Association (CTA) 
misleaders-made a budget deal with 
Schwarzenegger to drop some $3 billion 
owed to the schools under Prop. 98. 

Hoy 

Jose Raul Pefla with daughter 
Suzie, both killed by cops on 
July 10 in Los Angeles. 

According to the CTA, this means about 
"$25,000 less for every classroom in the 
state" (California Educator. May 2005). 

A spokesman for the Labor Black 
League for Social Defense, which is fra
ternally allied with the Spartacist League, 
pointed out at a March town hall meeting 
in Oakland that was called to oppose 
attacks on the local public schools and 
teachers union: 

"The Deiftocrar, as well as the RepLlbli
cans represent an American capitalist 
class that is no longer interested in edu
cating the children of working people. 
blacks and minorities. To the capitalists, 
black ghetto youth in particular aren'( 
wanted except as cannon fodder:' 

The kind of workers party we need would 
mobilize the power of labor to defend 
teachers and the education of working
class, black and immigrant youth. That 
means a fight for full rights for black peo
ple and for everyone else in jobs, housing 
and schools! Free quality, integrated pub
lic education for all! Defeat the racist 
assault on affirmative action! 

To counteract widespread respect for 
teachers and nurses, Schwarzenegger is 
trying to tap the same racist fears and 
bigotry that pushed through Prop. 13. He 
made a big show of embracing the racist, 
anti-immigrant Minutemen border vigi
lantes earlier this year. There is an unmis
takable racist edge in whipping up a "phe
nomenon of anger" against unionized 
public workers, who are disproportion
ately black. 

Schwarzenegger also hopes to gain 
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5,000-strong UFCW 
grocery workers 

strike rally 
in Los Angeles, 

December 2003. 
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from the mohilization of anti-abortion 
fanatics like the Ameriean Life League/ 
Crusade for Life. who targeted women's 
health clinics in the San Francisco Bay 
Area in July. A reactionary "parental 
notitlcation" initiative on the ballot. Prop
osition 73. would both effectively ban 
abortion for many women under the age 
of 18 and enshrIne in the Slate constItu
tion the anti-abortion dogma that fetuses 
are "unborn children" from the time of 
conception. The attacks on abortion 
rights are part of a campaign of promot
ing social reaction aimed at regimenting 
and intimidating the entire popUlation. A 
workers party would mobilize workers to 
defend abortion clinics and fight to make 
abortion and contraception available on 
demand as part of free. universal, quality 
health care for all. 

Democrats: Sweet-Talking 
Enemies of Workers, Blacks, 
Immigrants 

The Democrats, who control the state 
legislature, operate within the same 
framework as the Republicans-a public 
spending "crisis" that requires sacrifices 
by the workers. The difference is that the 
Democrats mask the demand for sacrifice 
with rhetoric about "fairness." California 
is not "out of money." The state is still the 
fifth-largest economy in the world. The 
question is not how to spread around the 
misery capitalists inflict on workers and 
the oppressed to be more "fair." The ques
tion is by whom and for what purpose 
the wealth and resources of society are 
directed: will it be by a tiny layer of capi
talists who amass ever-greater piles of 
wealth and send workers to fight and die 
for their profits in imperialist wars, or by 
the workers who produce the wealth and 
who have both the interest and the ability 
as a class to organize society to meet the 
needs of the vast majority through expro
priating the capitalist class? 

It is no accident that Democratic may
ors of major California cities. despite a 
veneer of liberalism, are front-line enforc
ers of budget cuts and layoffs. In Oak
land, Jerry Brown presides over the 
assault on public schools and teachers. 
In San Francisco. Gavin Newsom has 
launched an offensive against civil serv
ice job protections, targeting city and 
school district workers and their unions, 
on behalf of the downtown capitalists. 
while posing as a friend of the hotel 
workers in their ongoing contract battle. 
The Democrats also clamor for "Iaw and 
order"-the standard code word for bru
tal racist police occupation of the ghettos 
and barrios-and back the "war on terror." 
While initially taking aim at immigrants 
from Islamic countries, the "war on terror" 
also targets the rights of blacks and other 
minorities and the labor movement. 

No one personifies the role of the 
Democrats better than Antonio Villarai
gosa. The former speaker of the California 
State Assembly and a former organizer for 
United Teachers Los Angeles, Villaraigosa 
became the first Latino mayor of Los 
Angeles in 133 years when he beat fellow 
Democrat James Hahn in a June runoff. 
Villaraigosa proved his worth to the bour
geoisie in 2003 when he joined hands 
with the union tops to engineer the sellout 
of the L.A. transit strike, which was piv
otal in stemming a spreading wave of 

labor struggle. Villaraigo~a's victory has 
been lauded by the union tops as some
thing akin to a Second Coming. Joining 
them are self-proclaimed socialists like 
the Workers World Party (WWPl. \vhose 
paper Workers World (I June) raved: 
"There couldn't he a more critical time to 
have a \'ocal immigrant-rights advocate 
and offspring of Mexican immigrants at 
the helm in City Hall." 

The illusions fostered by reformists 
like the WWP are fatuous and inimical to 
the task of mobilizing labor and minori
ties in their own defense. The day after 
his election. the "progressive" Yillarai
gosa. who was backed by former Re
publican mayor Richard Riordan. met 
with police chief Bratton. who continued 
the cops' racist war on black youth 
when he took over the department. At his 
inauguration, where he was joined on 
the platform by Schwarzenegger, AI Gore 
and Jesse Jackson, Yillaraigosa put sup
porting the cops first on his agenda, say
ing "We can find the resources and the 
political will to hire more police officers" 
(Los Angeles Times, 2 July). This means 
more racist cops like those who shot to 
death black l3-year-old Devin Brown in 
South Central last February. On July 10, 
only days after Villaraigosa's inaugura
tion, the LAPD SWAT team blew away a 
19-month-old Latino baby, Suzie Pena, in 
Watts as they gunned down her father in 
a hail of bullets. 

Black, Immigrant, Labor Rights 
Go Hand in Hand 

Villaraigosa is being lauded as the man 
who will forge a new black-Latino alli
ance. But the capitalist system for which 
Villaraigosa proclaims himself the poster 
boy ("I am proof that the United States is 
a country of opportunity and liberty," he 
declared in Spanish at his inauguration) 
means grinding oppression and exploita
tion of the black and Latino masses. 
There are 90,000 homeless in Los Ange
les County, nearly 40 percent of whom 
are black. The area has lost some 150.000 
manufacturing jobs since 2000. In East 
L.A .. the unemployment rate for black 
teens reaches 66 percent. Latino immi
grants have moved into the L.A. area in 
large numbers. where they work for low 
wages at the kind of jobs historically 
done by blacks. while facing raids by la 
migra and attacks by racist vigilantes. 
The resulting tensions between blacks 
and Latinos recently broke out in clashes 
at L.A.'s Jefferson High School. 

The ruling class exploits these tensions 
with the help of Latino nationalists who 
push anti-black racism and black politi
cians pushing anti-immigrant chauvin
ism; white workers are incited to direct 
their anger at both blacks and Latinos. 
This is the divide-and-conquer policy that 
the capitalist rulers have used for nearly 
two centuries. 

Under both Democratic and Repub
lican plans to "regulate" immigrant labor, 
immigrants are intended to become vir
tual indentured servants, working for next 
to nothing, shutting up and being deported 
when the capitalist state wills it. Labor 
must fight for full citizenship rights for 
all immigrants and to organize the unor
ganized. The answer to growing unem
ployment is not to fight over a shrinking 
number of jobs, but to fight for jobs for 

all. A workers party would fight for a 
sliding scale of wages and hours-to 
reduce the workweek with no loss in pay 
to provide a decent job to everyone who 
needs one. It would work to organize 
workers on both sides of the Mexican 
border, championing the defense of the 
MexicmI masses against the rapacious 
U.S. imperialist rulers. 

At the same time, Latino as well as 
white workers must be won to the under
standing that the fight for black liberation 
is central to the struggle against the entire 
system of capitalist exploitation in the 
U.S. The oppression of black people, first 
as slaves and then as an oppressed caste 
based on skin color. pervades American 
society. Historically. the capitalish used 
blacks as a "reserve arm) of labuL" last 
hired and then. in a business downturn. 
first fired. 

U.S. capitalists now believe that they 
have no particular use for the masses of 
the black popUlation. As a consequence. 
in California blacks make up 6.5 percent 
of the population but nearly 30 percent of 
the prisoners. On June 1, the state opened 
a new 5716 million prison. the latest of 22 
new prisons in a system that holds t\\ ice 
the number of prisoners it \\as designed 
for. So foul are the conditions in the"e 
dungeons that on June 30 a federal judge 
took O\'er the prison medical s;. stem. cit
ing "outright deprav ity in the rendering of 
medical care."' 

This state of affairs cries out for the 
destruction of the social system that gen
erates it. Black workers-particularly those 
concentrated in unions-are a strategic 
component of the working class. where 
they have potential social power. A revo
lutionary workers party would fight for 
labor to make every struggle against 
black oppression its own. For black lib
eration through socialist revolution! 

For a Workers Government! 
In opposing Schwarzenegger's moves 

earlier this year to go after state workers' 
pensions, Democrats and union tops high
lighted their defense of the cops, who 
would also have been affected. (The gov
ernor put these proposals on hold for 
now due centrally to police opposition.) 
Indeed, cops and prison guards prospered 
under fQrmer Democratic governor Gray 
Davis, as part of the massive expansion of 
prisons nationwide over the last couple of 
decades, largely due to the racist "war on 
drugs." While California teachers' sala
ries are the lowest of the five most popu
lous states, the Democratic legislature and 
Davis gave the California Correctional 
Peace Officers Association a 34 percent 
pay raise over five years. 

Cops and prison guards use their 
"unions" to fight for stricter laws. more 
jails and. in general, better "conditions" 
to repress workers and brutalize the ghetto 
and barrio poor. If unionists strike in their 
own defense, the role of the cops and 
courts will be to break their strike. How
ever, not only have public employee 
unions like SElU and AFSCME signed 
up every cop, security guard and prison 
guard they can. but the notoriously brutal 
prison guards have been placed front and 
center by the labor bureaucrats in their 
campaign against Schwarzenegger. "Hav
ing them as an extremely active partner 
has really helped broaden the coalition," 
said Gale Kaufman of the union-backed 
Alliance for a Better California. A class
struggle labor movement would break frGm 
the policy of organizing the racist, strike
breaking cops: Police, security guards and 
prison guards out of the unions! 

In fighting for jobs. schools and other 
necessities, workers must learn to rely on 
their own independent strength, cham
pioning the cause of all the oppressed in 
a common struggle to overthrow capital
ist rule. The Spartacist League aims to 
build a multiracial revolutionary workers 
party that fights for a workers govern
ment to expropriate the capitalists as 
a class, abolishing private ownership of 
industry, transportation and banking. Vic
tory in this struggle in the U.S. and world
wide will enable those who create the 
wealth to build a society based on produc
tion for social need, liberating all human
ity from racism, exploitation and war.. 
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Spartacus Youth Club 
Educational Work-In 

For two weeks this June, members of 
Spartacus Youth Clubs from around the 
U.S. and youth from other International 
Communist League sections participated 
in an educational and maintenance work
in at the ICL center in New York. Mod
eled on similar events in the 1990s and 
200 I. the work-in not only served to carry 
out important tasks of physical mainte
nance of our party facilities, but also to 
counter the pernicious view jncu1cated by 
bourgeois society that there is a "natural 
order" dividing people into either intel
lectuals or manual laborers. The exalta
tion of intellectual labor as distinct from 
and superior to manual labor is a key part 
of the bourgeoisie's justification for the 
vast inequalities of capitalist society. 

A Marxist organization that fails to 
combat the division between mental and 
manual labor would not only reproduce 
some of the worst features of capitalist 
society, but by the same token limit 
its effectiveness and political capacity. 
This was captured by Spartacist League 
national chairman Jim Robertson at an 
SLfU.S. conference in 1994: 

"In order to change the world, you have 
to be able to change it, not merely learn 
something to write about it. ... 
"So if you cannot, in an educated way, 
work with your hands, you are ineffec
tual. And if you don't know what to do 
with your hands, you are an ignorant 
person, and you are certainly not a 
physical scientist or an engineer .... 
"A good journeyman, without the engi
neering or scientific overview, neces
sarily bumps against a conceptual ceil
ing and must be frustrated. I think that 
Bukharin, in one of his speculative books, 
suggested that with the victory of the 
working class and the development into 
higher stages of socialism, the last resi
due of previous class-divided society to 
be shattered would be the monopoly of 
the petty-bourgeois-derived intellectual 
skills. and that after that we. increasingly 
united as a species. would be on the road 
to communism:' 

-"'Maintenance and the 
Communist Movement':· WV 
No. 605, 2 September 1994 

During the work-in young comrades 
worked on over 20 different projech 
ranging over the full spectrum of manual 
and mental labor-from intricate archival 
tasks to drywall installation, from light 
sheet metal work to filing projects. The 
youth received rave reviews for their pro
fessionalism and enthusiasm. In some 
cases, youth members were able to devise 
new procedures to streamline the projects 
as they proceeded. Rotating shifts of 
work were broken up by educational 
presentations and discussions spanning a 
wiJe range of topics. Indicating the suc
cess df the work-in, a number of youth, 
inspired by their time in the center, 
decided that they wanted to make the leap 
to party membership. 

Revolutionary Continuity: 
A Theme of the Work-In 

A theme of the work-in was the preser
vation of our party history as part of the 
struggle to maintain continuity between 
our revolutionary Marxist predecessors 
and future generations of Marxists. Sev
eral major projects were carried out at the 
Prometheus Research Library (PRL), a 
working research facility that is the cen
tral reference archive of the Spartacist 
League. The PRL's collection includes 
thousands of books, reels of microfilm,. 
documents and bulletins, centering on, 
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Training a New Generation 
of Revolutionaries 
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Young Spartacus Photos 
Above: SYCers hear presentation at Workers Vanguard bound volume 
session during work-in. Below: Assembling shelving at Prometheus Research 
Library. 

but not limited to, the history of the Com
munist and Trotskyist movements. As 
fighters for new October Revolutions 
around the world, we are not passive 
commentators on Trotskyist history. The 
PRL serves to assist in the task of the gen
eral education and political arming of 
ICL members, which means learning 
from both the victories and mistakes of 
previous generations of revolutionaries. 
Preserving the programmatic. positions 
derived from the hard-fought struggles of 
the past is a major challenge for revolu
tionaries in the wake of the destruction of 
the Soviet Union, a defeat that has led to 
a historic regression of consciousness in 
the workers movement. A key task for 
our party in this period is to resist the 
intense pressures of "death of commun
ism" ideology, which has, as Trotsky 
noted of reactionary periods, thrown 
political thinking back to stages long 
since passed through. 

As Trotsky noted in his 1937 work. 
"Stalinism and Bolshevism": "In these 
conditions. the task of the vanguard is 
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above all not to let itself be carTied along 
by the backward flow: it must swim 
against the current. If an unfavorable 
relation of forces prevents it from hold
ing the positions that it has won, it must 
at least maintain its ideological posi
tions .... It is the only means of preparing 
for a new tremendous surge forward with 
the coming historical tide." Imparting 
this understanding to youth comrades 
was a central component of both the edu
cational classes and the maintenance 
projects at the work-in. In addition to 
assisting with crucial archival work at 
PRL, youth comrades assembled and 
installed several 12-foot -tall shel ving 
units to expand the space for the PRL's 
collections. Another project involving 
preservation of our history was the prep
aration of bound volumes of our press
some 20 youth comrades carried out the 
painstaking task of collating issues of 
Workers Vanguard to produce the 2004 
bound volume. 

Other major projects included the 
clean-up and organizing of Central Office 

holdings of periodicals and press pub
lished by ostensibly Marxist organiza
tions around the world. Comrades also 
assisted in a much-needed reorganization 
of the physical layout of the press compo
sition department to create more space for 
proofreading. fact-checking and com
puter equipment. Comrades learned a 
number of skills by working with the 
maintenance department, from painting. 
plastering and drywall installation to the 
use of basic hand and power tools, 

Comrades brought to bear a variety of 
life experiences as students and as 
workers. demonstrating in a small way 
the Leninist conception of a revolution
ary workers party-a fusion of declassed 
radical intelligentsia with the most 
conscious elements of the working class. 
Especially in a student-based youth 
organization, there is a constant struggle 
against both aspects of the bourgeois 
division between the "doer" and the 
"thinker": the petty-bourgeois "star" con
ception, rooted in egotism and the strug
gle for prestige, and the no less perni
cious denigration of self-worth drummed 
into the working class and oppressed, 
centered around the notion that there are 
those who just do the "grunt" work while 
others come up with the bright ideas. We 
aim to build a party that rejects these 
bourgeois prejudices in practice; this 
includes fighting against manifestations 
of women's oppression which parallel 
and intersect the mental-manual division. 
The very concept of "women's work"
the household drudgery and child-rearing 
to which women are largely relegated-is 
an expression of this. as are views such 
as those of the Harvard University presi
dent who recently questioned women' s 
"intrinsic aptitude" for science. Our organ
ization fights to counteract the degrada
tion women face in capitalist society by 
having women comrades participate in 
all aspects of party work and seeking 
especially to train them to become lead
ers of our party. In this respect. it was 
particularly satisfying for some young 
women comrades to learn important 
maintenance skills for the first time 
through the work-in, and. for those who 
already had such skills. to help lead 
some of the major projects. 

Educational Classes 
and Workshops 

Over a dozen educational presenta
tions and workshops were held during the 
work-in. The theme of revolutionary con
tinuity and the struggle for programmatic 
integrity ran through various classes: on 
the origins of the Spartacist League; on 
our work during the Vietnam War era 
around the early New Left and the Stu
dents for a Democratic Society: and on 
the history of Marxist struggle against 
popular-frontist strategies that program
matically subordinate the working class 
to the bourgeoisie. of which our princi
pled political opposition to the World 
Social Forums is a current example. 
Other educationals covered the history of 
our legal and defense work and of our 
trade-union work, linking this history to 
current tasks. Educationals on China and 
on our campaign in the 1980s against the 
U.S.-backed mlljahedin who fought the 
Soviet Red Army in Afghanistan focused 

continued 011 page II 
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Churches, Charities. and CIA Cash 

Social Forum Con Game 
We reprint beloH' a Young Spartacus 

articlefrom the Spartacus Youth Group in 
Britain, puhlished in Workers Hammer 
No. 191 (Summer 2005), newspaper of 
the Spartacist League/Britain, section of 
the International Communist League. 

WORKERSIIAMMER'~ 
If the "Make Poverty History" cam

paign [against "Third World" poverty] 
had anything to do with actually challeng
ing the scourge of poverty. AIDS. illit
eracy and all-sided misery and destitution 
for the peoples of Africa, would it be 
endorsed by Tony Blair and [Chancellor 
of the Exchequer] Gordon Brown? These 
butchers of Iraq are trying to rebuild 
Labour's popularity with voters at home 
and to refurbish the image of blood
drenched British imperialism. Behind 
them is a whole cabal of celebrities, relig
ious charities, NGOs, trade-union bureau
crats and reformists like the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) championing the 
"Make Poverty History" fraud. 

Not everyone is taken in by Tony Blair 
and Gordon Brown's new-found concern 
for the poor. A letter in the Glasgow Her
ald (6 June) wryly noted: "Gordon 
Brown's genuineness about 
eradicating poverty is as 
genuine as, and in direct 
proportion to, his willing-
ness to lead a demonstra-
tion of bankers, financiers 
and stockbrokers along the 
streets of Edinburgh with a 
banner proclaiming 'Long 
live the Cuban Revolu
tion!'" As for imperialist 
hypocrisy about aid to the 
"Third World," we endorse 
a characterisation of bour
geois charity written by 
Engels in 1845. Addressing 
the English bourgeoisie, he 
wrote it was "as though you 
rendered the proletarians a 
service in first sucking out 
their very life-blood and 
then practising your self
complacent, Pharisaic phi-

Contact uS 

Links 

for co-opting "anti-globalisation" protest 
are the World Social Forum (WSFl and 
European Social Forum (ESF), which are 
led and organised by much the same 
forces that are leading "Make Poverty 
History." Starting in 2001, these Social 
Forums have been used to defuse the 
wave of mass protests-against the G8, 
World Trade Organisation, IMF and other 
imperialist agencies-exemplified by the 
Seattle protest in 1999. The purpose was 
to draw radical youth away from pitched 
confrontations wi-th the forces of the capi
talist state and to corral them behind the 
"democratic alternative" of parliamentary 
'reformism, while pretending that these 
talking shops were "non-parliamentary." 
Far from heing met with the tear gas, water 
cannons and bullets of the capitalist state, 
as happened in Genoa in July 2001, the 
VVSF and ESF have been backed and 
bankrolled by various agencies of the 
imperialist rulers. 

This is because the Social Forums and 
the so-called "anti-capitalist" movement 
in fact pose no fundamental threat to 
capitalist rule. Their organisers buy into 
the predominant myth of the "post-Soviet" 
world: that class struggle against the capi
talist order is a thing of the past; the work
ing class is irrelevant as a factor for social 

biggest petroleum company. Petrobras I 
The 2002 ESF was financed by the 
city of Florence and the 2003 Paris ESF 
funded by the Chirac government. The 
2004 London ESF was bankrolled and 
hosted by the New Labour mayoral office 
of Ken Livingstone, supporter of the 
imperialist bombing of Serbia and cheer
leader for the police terror against "anti
capitalist" protesters on May Day 2000. 

The Social Forums have also all 
been dominated by the misnamed "Non
Governmental" Organisations (NGOs). 
Of course these organisations, sanctioned 
by and receiving much of their funding 
from churches and capitalist states, are 
hardly independent from the govern
ments to which they are answerable. 
Charities have long been the "humani
tarian" face of imperialist intervention 
and of multinational companies looking 
to pillage 'Third World" economies. 
Prominent NGOs at the Social Forums 
have included Oxfam, War on Want and 
Christian Aid. The major sponsor of NGOs 
around the world is the United Nations, 
which itself was set up to give a humani
tarian veneer to the depredations of impe
rialism, particularly American. In this tra
dition, the World Social Forum in Porto 
Alegre in January 2003 received a mes-

the World Social Forum~ have not been so 
welcoming to those seen as potentially 
threatening the interests of imperialism. 
The statement in the WSF Charter of 
Principles that "neither party representa
tives nor military organizations shall par
ticipate in the Forum" has been used to 
exclude the Zapatistas as well as the FARC 
(Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colum
bia). Even the Madres de Plaza de Mayo, 
an organisation of mothers of leftists 
who were "disappeared" during the 1976-
1983 Argentinian military dictatorship, 
was excluded from the 2002 WSF. On the 
other hand, a warm welcome has been 
extended to various heads of capitalist 
governments-who preside over "special 
bodies of armed men" more commonly 
known as the capitalist state. 

An insightful article titled "The Eco
nomics and Politics of the World Social 
Forum" in Aspects of India's Economy 
(September 2003) by Rajani X. Desai 
captured the purpose and nature of the 
Social Forums: 

"While several political forces fighting 
for a change of the system [have] been 
excluded from the WSF meets, droves of 
political leaders of the imperialist coun
tries have been attending. Not only does 
the WSF as a body receive funds from 
agencies which are tied to imperialist 

He Who Pays The Piper ... 
interests and operations, but 
innumerable bodies partici
pating in the WSF too are 
dependent on such agencies. 
The implications of this can 
be seen from the history of 
one such agency, Ford Foun-
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dation, which has closely 
collaborated with the US Cen
tral Intelligence Agency inter
nationally. and in India has 
helped to shape the govern
ment's policies in favour of 
American interests:' 

Left Cover for 
Class Collaboration 

The fact that the World 
and European Social For
ums have been all but 
bought and paid for by vari

~anthropy upon them plac- 2005 Organising 

lllg yourselves before the PETROL EO BRASILEIRO S.A. Committee launched a FORD FOUNDATION 

ous capitalist governments 
and agencies is no big deal 
for the SWP. As SWP leader 
(and prominent spokesman 
on Social Forum platforms) 
Alex Callinicos shame
lessly put it. "We all under
stood that a mass Social 
Forum needs money and 
money means compro
mises" (International Social
ist Tendency Discussion 
Bulletin, January 2005). 
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Class in England). "Suck-
ing out the life blood" from the world's 
working masses and oppressed is what 
the G8 [group of eight major capitalist 
countries] is all about. 

For those who want to protest against 
the G8 meeting but don't want to go 
along with the "we are the world" road
show, there is the iron fist of state repres
sion. For months, the tabloids and other 
media have echoed police forces in 
scaremongering about "violent" anar
chists attacking the G8 summit. An army 
of 10,000 cops has been mobilised: a 
five-mile-long fence has been erected 
around the five-star hotel in Gleneagles 
[Scotland] where the meeting will take 
place: and reportedly the U.S. is station
ing an aircraft carrier full of Marines off 
the west coast of Scotland. 

Here are the methods the capitalist rul
ers use to deal with any perceived protest 
against their rule-state repression on the 
one hand and political co-optation on the 
other. Foremost among the mechanisms 

2 SEPTEMBER 2005 

change and the best that can be achieved 
is to give the system a "human" face. The 
truth is that the capitalist system is as 
dependent as ever on the working class, 
which has the power to overthrow capi
talism. To achieve this, the working class 
must become conscious that its own inter
ests are irreconcilable with those of the 
capitalists. The Social Forums are an ob
stacle to this class-consciousness. 

Social Forums and 
State Funding 

The European and World Social For
ums have all been funded by capitalist 
states in the countries where they were 
held and received official backing from 
either bourgeois municipal governments 
or mayoral offices. The list of sponsors 
for the WSF has included not only the 
government of the city of Porto Alegre, 
the state government of Rio Grande do 
Sui and the federal government of Bra
zil but also the Banco do Brasil and its 

sage of support from UN secretary gen
eral Kofi Annan. 

As the old saying goes, "He who pays 
the piper calls the tune." And while all the 
Social Forums rail against the truly sav
age and deranged Bush administration in 
the U.S., among those funding the WSF 
are none other than foundations such as 
the Rockefeller Brothers Fund and the 
Ford Foundation. The Rockefeller foun
dation was used to clean up the Rocke
fellers' reputation following the 20 April 
1914 massacre in Ludlow, Colorado in 
which 20 people-including children
were killed by company guards and mili
tia during a bitter struggle by the mine
workers union. The Ford Foundation 
came to prominence in 1936 at the height 
of the industrial struggles in the car 
industry in the U.S. Following World War 
II it became a conduit for CIA funds for 
anti-Communist causes around the world. 

While funded by some of the most 
notorious agencies of U.S. imperialism, 

Indeed! Such sentiments 
are hardly peculiar to Callinicos. The first 
World Social Forum in 2001 was partly 
organised by the fake-Trotskyist United 
Secretariat (USec). Here young radicals 
were schooled in administerin.g fiscal 
austerity for the capitalist state through 
mock "participatory budgets." The capi
talist benefactors who funded the WSF 
got their money's worth. Today the Work
ers Party CPT) of Brazilian president 
Lula-with the aid of a "comrade mini
ster" who is a member of the USec-are 
administering the capitalist state in BraziL 
slavishly abiding by the dictates of the 
IMF through pushing austerity on an 
impoverished population. 

At the most recent WSF in January, 
Lula was roundly booed by many of the 
attendees who oppose his open pandering 
to and collaboration with the IMF and 
World Bank. But the truth is that Lula 
represents the politics and programme of 
the WSF on the level of state power. This 

continued on page 10 
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Social Forum ... 
(continued from page 9) 

is what is known as the popular front: a 
class-collaborationist political bloc of 
working-class organisations with capital
ist agencies in which the politics of the 
working-class component of the bloc are 
subordinated to the politics of the bour
geoisie, to the defence of the bourgeois 
state and capitalism. Like Lula's gmern
ment in Brazil, popular fronts are called 
upon by the rulers to sell austerit;. to the 
'.yorkers more effectively than the dis
credited bO,urgeois parties can. 

With LuI a now discredited due to his 
attacks on Brazilian workers and peas
ants, the new hero of the 2005 WSF \vas 
Venezuelan prc,idcnt Hugo Cha\'ez. This 
was quite a turnaround because at thc 
2003 \VSF, while he was fighting the 
attempts of the FS. govcrnment to over
throw him, he was not im ited and not 
given an official space when he turned up 
anyvvay. Chavez's popularity among the 
oppressed in Venczuela comes from the' 
fact he has used the oil revenues to intro
ducc rcform, that have benefited thc poor. 
and he is not seen as a lackcy of the C .S. 
But these are not evcn basic structural 
reforms. much less a social revolution. 
and are subject to the tluctuations of 
world oil prices. Ch~h ez is a bourgeois 
nationalist who rules for capitalism in 
Venezuela. 

Nationalist popUlism and economic 
neoliberalism are merely alternative poli
cies of the rule of the same capitalist 
class. It is a fact that Chavez is reviled by 
many of the big landowners and capital
ists in Venezuela as well as the neocons in 
the Bush administration, who in April 
2002 backed a military coup against him. 
But more rational representatives of 
imperialism see Chavez, with his popular 
appeal, as a man who can be trusted to 
protect their investments. 

Chavez's defeat of the 2004 recall refer
endum against him was welcomed as a 
guarantor of "stability" by such mouth
pieces of imperialism as the Financial 
Times and the New York Times. As we 
wrote in Workers Vanguard No. 831, 3 
September 2004: 

"The immediate perspective that is 
urgently posed is not only to oppose U.S. 
imperialist incursions into Venezuela and 
elsewhere, but to fight to shatter the sup
port of the workers moyement to either 
Chavez or the opposition. and to forge 
a revolutionary internationalist workers 
party to lead the working class to power. 
This requires an intransigent fight against 
nationalism in Venezuela. which obscures 
class divisions in the country. Only the 
victorious struggle for working-class rule, 
i.e" socialist revolution throughout the 
Americas. will cmure land to the land
less and enable the oil workers and other 
proletarians to enjoy the wealth created 
by their labor." 

In presenting bourgeois nationalists like 
Chavez as fighters against '"globalisa
tion," the Social Forums provide a service 
against the fight for socialist revolution, 

Cover-Up .. 
(continued from page 2) 

Police officials recently revealed to the 
London Observer (21 August) that the 
surveillance team following de Menezes 
'"felt that he was not about to detonate a 
bomb, was not armed and was not acting 
suspiciously." However, a second, armed 
police unit then entered the carriage where 
de Menezes was seated. He stood up and 
they grabbed him. While he was held 
down, they opened fire. Seven shots to the 
head, another in the shoulder, while he 
was helpless: The death of Jean Charles 
de Menezes was a cop execution, pure 
and simple. The homicidal maniacs of AI 
Qaeda assert their right to kill anyone in 
the name of Allah. What is the excuse of 
"Her Majesty's" government and its cops? 

The murderous and arrogant caretakers 
of the tattered British empire, from Tony 
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binding the working class to their "own" 
national capitalist class. In fact-the reason 
why the World Social Forums have all 
been hosted in "Third World" countries 
such as Brazil and India has been to mask 
the class antagonism between the work
ing class of these countries and their native 
bourgeois exploiters. The message has 
been that the bourgeoisie of the "Global 
South" can be relied upon to join with "the 
people" and fight against "globalisation." 
But the main concern of the capitalists of 
the "Third World" i~ to defend their prof
its. for which they arc dependent on the 
imperialists and require the maximum 
exploitation of the ,x,orking class. 

With the same guai of binding the 
exploited to their exploitcrs. the ESF 
pushes the illusion of a humane "Social 
Europe" under capitalism. contrasting it 
to the ""neoliberal" model representcd by 
the U.S. and Britain. It is the promotion 
of this \isioh of a "Social Europe" that 

bureaucrats, another IFTU representative, 
Abdullah Muhsin, backed the imperialist 
occupation by helping to ensure the 
defeat of a motion calling for early with
drawal of British troops from Iraq. 

Workers Power Induced by Its 
Own Hypnosis 

In its pamphlet Anti-Capitalism: Sum
mit Sieges and Socicil Forums (2005), 
Workers Power's League for the Fifth 
International (L5I) poses as a left critic of 
WSF organisers like Bcrnard Cas,en and 
Susan George of XfTAC. an organisation 
founded to campaign for a tax on interna
tional financial transactions and against 
"neoliberalism." Despite the fact that its 
offices are staffcd by French Communist 
Party and LiSec supporters. ATTAC does 
not pretend to oppose capitalism. It is a 
thoroughly bourgeois organisation which 
boasted of its close ties to the Lionel Jos
pin popular-front government. Yet regard-

Brazilian president Lula and Venezuelan president Hugo Chavez meet in 
Caracas, February 14. Darlings of the World Social Forums, Lula and Chavez 
administer capitalist system of exploitation and repression. 

has attracted to the ESF the pro-capitalist 
trade-union leaders as well as social
democratic politicians across the conti
nent. The political perspective of the 
European Confederation of Trade Unions 
was expressed by its general secretary at 
the 2000 Nice EU Summit protests: 
"There needs to be the incorporation of 
the trade unions and NGOs into the 
decision-making structures in Brussels .... 
We agree that Europe must become more 
competitive, yes. But the new Europe 
must also contain a dignified quality of 
life for all its citizens" (quoted in "'The 
Economics and Politics of the World 
Social Forum"). Becoming "more com
petitive" means extracting greater profits 
from the sweat and toil of the working 
class. The bureaucrats of the British 
Trades Union Congress (TUC) endorsed 
the 2004 London ESF and used it as an 
opportunity to provide a platform for the 
Iraqi Federation of Trade Unions' (IFTU) 
Sobhi AI-Mashadani, a stooge of the 
imperialists' stooge government in Iraq. 
This followed the Labour Party confer
ence where, at the behest of the union 

Blair on down. are defending their police 
ki lIers. As cries are raised for the resig
nation of the police chief, Sir Ian Blair, 
London mayor Ken Livingstone (a New 
Labour dissident once known as "Red 
Ken") said Blair "is the best news that 
London policing has got" (Guardian, 24 
August). After the murder, Livingstone 
had patiently explained the new realities 
to his constituents. "If you are dealing 
with someone who might be a suicide 
bomber, if they remain conscious they 
could trigger plastic explosives or what
ever device is on them. And therefore 
overwhelmingly in these circumstances it 
is going to be a shoot-to-kill policy" (New 
York Times, 24 July). 

Britain's rulers assert their right to kill 
anyone suspected of evil intent, especially 
if their skin is even slightly dark, without 
warning or reason. It is the imperialist rul
ers who are the biggest terrorists on the 
planet.. 

ing Cassen and George, the L5I argues: 
"We don't need to arrange any artificial 
split from them. But neither do we need 
to fear a split with them. Ifwe go forward 
determinedly, they will desert at once." 
By an "artificial split," the L5I means a 
split along class lines. The L5I is not 
opposed to class collaboration; it simply 
wants a more militant popular front. 

Indeed, the crackpot conception of the 
L5I, Workers Power, and its youth group 
Revolution, is that they can build not 
only a "'movement" but even a "revolu
tionary" party out of these cross-class, 
state-funded alliances: "the anticapitalist 
movement, the workers' movement, the 
movements of the racially and nationally 
oppressed, youth, women, all must be 
brought together to create a new Interna
tional-a world party of socialist revolu
tion" (Anti-Capitalism: Summit Sieges and 
Social Forums). While crying foul against 
right-wing bureaucratic dominance, Work
ers Power seeks to gain "'democratic struc
tures" within the Social Forums to engi
neer the movement's transformation. It 
urges the utilisation of "initiatives like the 
Assembly of Social Movements to pro
pose permanent delegate-based, elected, 
co-ordinating bodies that can prepare the 
way for a structured Congress in which 
organisational and policy proposals can be 
debated out, amended and adopted." 

Left out of Workers Power's equation 
is any political fight in opposition to the 
whole purpose of these Social Forums, 
which are premised on the maintenance 
of the capitalist system, merely trying to 
give it a more "democratic" and "humani
tarian" face-lift. But even Workers Power 
is forced to admit that these Assemblies 
lack a conception of the "capitalist sys
tem as the enemy," "the working class as 
the force" and "socialism as the only pos
sible basis for the 'other world' it aims to 
build" (Workers Power, March 2005). 

The reality of class-collaborationism 
was starkly brought home at the first ESF 
in Florence in 2002. The L5I gushed: 
"The sheer intoxication of being 'tous 
ensemble' (all together) meant that even 
dyed-in-the-wool reformists spoke like 
revolutionary firebrands. Everyone was 

carried forward too by the urgency of 
doing everything possible to stop George 
Bush's war on Iraq." "Everything pos
sible" included an explicit appeal to 
Europe's imperialist rulers to oppose U.S. 
plans to invade Iraq, signed by a gamut of 
the European left including the SWP, 
Workers Power and Revolution at a Brus
sels meeting preparatory to the Florence 
ESE It said: "We call on all the European 
heads of state to publicly stimd against 
this 'MIL whether it has UN backing or 
not. and to demand that Geor!!:c Bush ,... 
abandon his war plans'" (Lihem::ionc. 13 
September 20(2). This wretched appeal 
to the "pcace-lo\ing" European capitalist 
rulers only senes to bind the exploited to 
their exploiters. 

The prime mo\ers behind the Florence 
ESF were mass Italian reformist partie, 
such as Rifondazione Comunista (RC) 
and Democratic Left (DS). In the 1990s, 
DS formed part of the "Oli\'e Tree" coali
tion gm'ernment that administered anti
immifrant terror and se\ere attacks on the 
\\orking: class on behalf of Italian imperi
alism. L'ntillate 1998. RC formed a tacit 
coalition with DS. The ESF prm ides 
these (onsummate popular frontists \vith 
a chcap way to rebuild support so that 
they can return to government. Likewise 
the Paris ESF was organised by the Com
munist Party (PCF) and Alain Krivine's 
pseudo-Trotskyist Ligue Communiste 
Revolutionnaire (LCR \. Today in France, 
where Chirac's government is totally dis
credited with the vote against the EU con
stitutional treaty, these same forces are 
working feverishly to put together a new 
class-collaborationist alliance hoping to 
take the reins of government. That means 
implementing the attacks on welfare as 
well as the racist "war on terror." 

The Popular Front: Not a Tactic 
but the Greatest Crime 

Breaking the working class and radical 
youth from the idea that they can nego
tiate a common progressive future with 
representatives of the capitalist ruling 
class responsible for exploitation, impe
rialist war, racism and women's and sex
ual oppression, is the basic task of revo
lutionary Marxists. As the producers of 
capitalist society's wealth, and the bour
geoisie's profits, the working class is the 
only agent with the social power and 
objective interest to overthrow the capi
talist system and to shatter its state. This 
requires socialist revolution to replace 
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie with a 
workers state that will defend and 
administer a collectivised, planned econ
omy. On an international scale, this would 
lay the basis to eradicate scarcity and 
produce for the needs of the entire human 
race. The only instrument that can organ
ise the proletarian struggle for the over
throw of capitalism is a revolutionary 
vanguard party. 

This is counterposed to the class
collaborationism of the Social Forums. 
Tailored to the sentiments of activists 
who are sick of parliamentary politics and 
parties, the Social Forums are popular 
fronts that promote the myth that a "'peo
ple's alliance" with supposedly "progres
sive" capitalists can end the ravages of 
imperialism. The popular front (or "Peo
ple's Front") was the weapon of choice 
used by the Stalinists in the 1930s for the 
purpose of preventing workers revolution. 
Trotsky vehemently opposed the popular 
front and relentlessly warned of its dire 
consequences for the working class. As 
then-Trotskyist leader James Burnham 
pointed out in his 1937 pamphlet, "The 
People's Front, the New Betrayal": 

"For the proletariat, through its parties, 
to give up its own independent program 
means to give up its independent func
tioning as a class .... By accepting the 
program of the People's Front, it thereby 
accepts the aims of another section of 
society; it accepts the aim of the defense 
of capitalism when all history demon
strates that the interests of the proletariat 
can be served only by the overthrow of 
capitalism." 

The popular front has often had bloody 
repercussions for the working class and 
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oppressed. A classic example is that of 
Chile in 1973, where Salvador Allende 
and his fellow reformists led the 
re\'olutionary-mindcd working class into 
a coalition gO\ernment with the capital
ists. Allende vo\\ed not to challenge the 
capitalist order or the state: he put an end 
to peasanh \eizing land and workers seiz
in~ factorie~. Aided hy C.S. imperialism 
the Chilean bourgeoisie then turned to 
General Augusto Pinochet to attack the 
\\orking de!'>s and ih leaders (including 
Allende). imposing a smage military dic
tatorship at the cost of 30,000 lives. 

From Seattle to Social Forums 
Hoping to appeal to militant youth who 

despise the Social Furun]', as endless talk 
shops, the LSI pleads for a return to the 
street demonstrations of Seattle and Genoa. 
Its pamphlet proclaim~ that "For five years 
our movement has besieged the summits 
of the rich and the pm\erful.. .. It Illust 
take to the streeb again. and show through 
mas~ direct action ib intent: to build a 
world without c1asse\. oppression. racism. 
war and imperialism." But the politics of 
the WSF is an extension of. not counter
posed to. the politics of Seattle. While 
attracting many youth who oppose the 
impact of capitalism internationally, the 
political shots at Seattle were called by 
the social democrats and trade-union 
bureaucrats whose anti-Communist tirades 
against China echo the interests of the 
imperialist rulers whose aim is the resto
ration of the system of capitalist exploita
tion to the Chinese deformed workers 
state. "Direct action" protest based on pro
imperialist, popular-front politics is just 
"militant" class collaborationism. 

The backdrop to the proliferation of 
Social Forums is the counterrevolution in 
the former USSR and the bourgeoisie's 
ideological campaign that "communism 

Work-In ... 
( continued from page 8) 

on our Trotskyist program of uncondi
tional military defense of those countries 
where capitalism was overturned. Thus 
we declared in 1980: "Hail Red Army! 
Extend social gains of the October Revo
lution to Afghan peoples!" These educa
tionals also took up the fight for workers 
political revolution to oust the Stalinist 
bureaucracies. Young comrades particu
larly appreciated an excellent presenta
tion on the development of our program to 
end the racial oppression of black people 
in the United States, the program ofrevo
Iutionary integrationism. This program is 
based on the understanding that black lib
eration can only be achieved by destroy
ing the capitalist system and that social
ist revolution in the U.S. can only succeed 
if it centrally takes up the fight for black 
liberation. 

Another theme of many of the educa
tionals was areassertion of the principle 
of proletarian class independence. This 
was particularly highlighted in the major 
work-in educational on the 1905 Russian 
Revolution. 1905 served as a critical dress 
rehearsal for the Bolshevik Revolution of 
October 1917-the first and only success
ful working-class revolution. Studying 
the 1905 Revolution provides necessary 
background to understanding the Octo
ber Revolution. which continues to serve 
as our model. A major lesson from 1905 
that Lenin and Trotsky. leading Bolshe
viks, applied in practice in 1917 was that 
the Russian working class needed to 
directly seize power and move toward the 
construction of sociabm rather than rely 
on a '·progressiw·· bourgeoisie to defeat 
the tsari~t autocracy and carry out demp
cratic refom", The class contained a story. 
appreciated by all. about young Bolshe
viks who went into the factories to organ
ize the working class: a worker in the 
Putilov factory said that young workers 
who tried to talk politics were told to 
first learn how to use tools, and then they 
could argue with some authority. 
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is dead." Typical of the regression of con
sciousness hrought about by the destruc
tion of the Soviet Union is the idea. prev
alent among young leftists. that the 
\vorking class is irrelevant as the agency 
for social change. or simply one more 
victim of oppression. Meanwhile union 
bureaucrat~ now justify betrayals of 
workers' struggle~ by arguing that "glob
alisation" makes class ,truggle ineffective 
because the capital iSh can easily move 
production to io\\ wage economic, in 
Asia or Eastern Europc. While there haw 
been certain quantitative change, in the 
world economy in recent decades. "glo
balisation" is not a qualitatively ne\\ phe
nomenon. The fact that the capitalist mar
ket econom:, is '·globaJ.·· that banks and 
corporations seek out those (10\\ wage) 
countries where they can get the highest 
return. and the internationalisatiol1 of 
finance capital. was explained by V. 1. 
Lenin nearly 90 year, ago: 

Police move in on anti-G8 protesters in Edinburgh, July 4. 

"Imperiali,m is capitali,m at that stage 
of dcn:iopmcm at which the dominance 
of monopolie, and finance capital is 
establi,hed: in which the export of capita] 
ha, acquired pronoul1c'cd importance: in 
which the di\ision of the world among 
the internationai tnhl', h'h begun. i~ 
which the di\ision of all territorie, of th.: 
globe among the biggest capItalist pow
ers has been completed." 

-Imperialism. the Highest Stage 
of Capitalism 

Poverty, disease. exploitation and war 
are not aberrations in the capitalist sys
tem but are inherent within its workings. 
Only through the overthrow of capital
ism can the productive forces be devel
oped to provide a decent standard of liv
ing for all of humanity. 

In the face of an international witchhunt 
against the "direct action"~ anarchists of 
the Black Bloc, following the police kill
ing of leftist protester Carlo Giuliani in 
Genoa in 2001, the bulk of the social-

democratic left in the anti-globalisation 
movement joined in violence-baiting and 
cop-baiting the Black Bloc. The ICL stooel 
out for our forthright defence of the Black 
Bloc against the capitalist state and ih 
lackeys. At the same time. \\e stressed: 

"The 4uestil)n beforc the huge number, 
or voung radicah \\ho hene been drawn 
to the 'anti-globalization' protest-. of re
cent veal's is: ho\\ do vou change the 
worlch While the prote,t,; hav~ suc
ceeded in forcing the imperialists to 
schedule future meetings in isolated 
backwaters. this does nothing to impede 
the workings of the capitalist system. To 
do away with imperialist exploitation 
requires a political mobilization of the 
proletariat in a thoroughgoing socialist 
revolution .... 
'·What's needed is a new, revolutionarv 
leadership of the working class, a tribune 
of the people and fighter on behalf of all 
the oppressed. It is necessary to break 
with the class-collaborationist politics 
pushed by those who, in the name of a 
'lesser evil: subordinate the vital inter
ests of the proletariat to those of its 

Dietz Verlag Berlin 

Barricades of 1905 Russian Revolution, Moscow. This historic struggle was 
topic of main educational presentation at work-in. 

all the comrades attending the work-in 
were invited. The meeting began with a 
report on finances. underscoring that 
without money you cannot organize inde-

capitalist explcliter, and oppre\Sors. It', 
nc:cessan to forge a renll lItionarv work
er' part;: that fighh to ,et up a ~\orker, 
go\'crnment throu2h socialiq re\Olutllli: 
against the entire :apitJ!i'l ,ystem." 

-"Blood and Bulkt, III Genoa" 
H()rkn,1 \'lII~/{(/I'(1 \:0 762. 
3 Auguq 2()Ol 

We Marxists of the Spartacus Youth 
Group and International Communist 
League understand that the fight for the 
independence of the working class is the 
precondition for the emancipation of 
humanity through socialist revolution. Our 
attitude to the Social Forums, as with any 
other popular front. is to oppose them 
through intervening with a sharp charac
terisation and explanation of this deception 
in a bid to win those that genuinely want to 
fight oppression and exploitation to an 
internationalist, revolutionary, proletarian 
programme. We are proud communists and 
refuse to be lackeys of the social demo
crats, trade-union bureaucrats and their 
capitalist masters. If you do too-join us!. 

pendently. From producing a flyer to a 
whole newspaper, to organizing a demon
stration or forum, to paying the rent for 
an office, consciousness about collecting 
money and thinking politically about how 
to spend it is a crucial part of forging a 
revolutionary organization. The other 
point in the meeting was a national report 
on youth work and propaganda that took 
up many issues, including campaigns 
against military recruiters, right-wing 
witchhunts on campuses and the impacl 
of "anti-globalization" ideology on radi
calized student youth. 

Unlike in the capitalist workplace, 
where the fruits of labor are appropriated 
for the profit of the exploiting class, youth 
comrades could take genuine satisfaction 
in a job well done during the work-in. If 
you are interested in fighting for the lib
eration of humanity from all forms of 
exploitation and oppression, which would 
include ending the denigration of the labor 
performed by the masses of this world and 
opening the doors to learning, culture and 
science to everyone-join us!. 

Comrades of the WV editorial board 
and composition department organized a 
workshop dealing with various aspects of 
propaganda production. This included a 
photography clinic and a writers' work
shop in which comrades drafted a leaflet 
urging students to support a hotel work
ers' strike based on a recent strike in 
L.A. After this, comrades worked in 
teams, checking the facts and quotes in 
their drafts. As the organizers of the 
workshop emphasized, for your politics 
to be taken seriously, you must demon
strate a commitment to accuracy. Com
rades also attended a workshop on sound 
that ranged from how to effectively set 
up amplification for a forum to how to 
use bullhorns and sound equipment to 
organize a contingent or rally. 

Spartacus Youth Club Events 

As tht' student/youth auxiliary to the 
Spartacist League. the SYCs are politi
cally subordinate anel organizationally 
independent organization~ that serve to 
train and educate young reyolutionaries. 
The Youth Commission is composed of 
comrades in tbe Center who oversee the 
production of Young Spartacus pages. to 
which all the SYCs contribute. An 
expanded Youth Commission meeting 
took place during the work-in, to which 
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Iraq ... 
(continued from page 1) 

victors in the aftermath of World War 1. 
What exists is the Kurdish North, the 
Sunni Muslim center and the majority 
Shi'ite South (and various others), with 
each region further riven by clan and tri
bal rivalries. 
"In such a society the exertion of secular 
rule under capitalism is only possible 
under something like Hussein's Ba'athist 
dictatorship, which Bush & Co. aspire 
to replicate-democratic rhetoric aside 
-cleansed of Ba'athist elements and 
pliable to U.S. dictates. What does exist 
among all the peoples of that country 
is an almost century-long hatred for 
and resistance to imperialist colonialism. 
And this just hatred is likely to continue 
to produce American casualties." 

The daily reality of death, kidnappings, 
rape and anarchy on the ground in Iraq 
collides with Bush's hallucinations that 
"we are making progress" and makes a 
mockery of Dick Cheney's claim that 
the insurgency is "in the last throes." 
The number of American dead is fast 
approaching the 2,000 mark. On an aver
age day, insurgents strike at the American 
occupiers 70 times. More than 4,000 civ
ilians have been killed in Baghdad by 
insurgents and American troops since the. 
new regime was installed in April. 

With domestic support for the war/ 
occupation rapidly unraveling, the admin
istration has been scrambling to come up 
with an "exit strategy" in all but name. 
hoping that a constitution wo.uld under
mine Sunni support for the insurgency 
while piecing off the Shi'ites and Kurds. 
But Kurdish and Shi'ite leaders have 
pushed through a draft constitution. 
endorsed by the Bush administration, 
intended to assure control over their own 
oil-rich regions and leave the Sunnis with 
nothing of substance. A New York Times 
(27 August) editorial warned: 

"A fractured Iraq could dangerously 
destabilize the broader region. Turkish 
hostility is guaranteed for any Kurdi"h 
state let. which Ankara worries might set 
an attractive example for Turkey's own 
restive and oppressed Kurdish minority. 
Iran would find it irresistible to manipu
late a semiautonomous Shiite region 
dominated by Iranian-financed parties 
and Iranian-armed militias. and spiritu
ally guided by an Iranian-born ayatollah. 
"If Iraq starts to fragment along these 
lines, no one should be surprised to see 
the orphaned Sunni west looking for 
whatever allies it can find in Baathist 
Syria, in the Islamist opposition circles 
of Saudi Arabia and among Jordan's 
Palestinian majority. The threat of civil 
war is obvious." 

Busl)'s Islamic Republic 
While the American bourgeois press 

reports incessantly on the constitutional 
issues that foster ethnic and religious ani
mosity, it has remained largely silent on 
what Antonia Juhasz (Los Angeles Times, 
14 August) calls "Bush's Economic Inva
sion of Iraq"-the wholesale privatiza
tion and armed theft of Iraq's wealth. 
In September 2003, U.S. occupation au
thorities issued orders designed to place 
Iraq's economy directly under imperialist 
control. These measures allowed 1 00 

percent foreign ownership of business, 
including formerly state-owned industries 
(except oil), and repatriation of profits. 
Adel Abdul Mehdi, a U.S. appointee who 
is now one of Iraq's two vice presidents, 
declared that the new oil law will be 
"very promising to the American inves
tors and to American enterprise, cer
tainly to oil companies." Juhasz notes, 
"Laws governing banking, investment, 
patents. copyrights, business ownership, 
taxes. the media and trade have all been 
changed according to U.S. goals." And 
these changes will remain in effect what
ever the new constitution says. 

The main thrust of the proposed consti
tution is to assert the primacy of Islam. 
granting the reactionary clerics wide lati
tude to strike down "un-Islamic" laws and 
clearing the way for an Iranian-style 
theocracy, where sharia would govern 
all aspects of life. It would formally over
turn Iraq's relatively progressive 1959 
civil status law and install a confes
sional system where religious courts will 
determine issues of marriage. divorce 
and inheritance. Women would be stoned 

for "adultery" and homosexuals hanged. 
Some of these measures must surely stoke 
the envy of the Bush administration's 
Christian fundamentalist base. Trivializ
ing the virtual re-enslavement of women 
under the Iraqi constitution, administra
tion apologist Reuel Marc Gerecht 
blithely asserted that American women 
didn't have the vote a century ago! 

In many areas, particularly in southern 
Iraq where Shi'ite clerics are in control, 
repressive religious codes are already 
enforced-women are forced to wear the 
veil and the sale of alcohol is banned. Doc
tors attending to female patients are beaten 
and so are students attending mixed-sex 
picnics. These measures are enforced by 
the Badr Brigade militia, which is affili
ated with one of the Shi'ite parties domi
nating the central government. Doctor 
Raja Kuzai, a secular Shi'ite and member 
of the National Assembly, expressed the 
desperate prospects facing women: "I 
wanted Iraqi women to be free, to be able 
to talk freely and to be able to move 
around. I am not going to stay here." 

The Lynching of Emmett Till and 
the Fight for Black Liberation 
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Anticipating a swift victory anri an easy 
occupation before they invaded Iraq, U.S. 
rulers began beating the drums against 
Iran, another member of Bush's "axis of 
evil." Now the U.S. is effectively endors
ing an Iranian-style (and pro-Iranian) 
Islamic republic in Iraq. Some of those 
wboIl.1 the U.S. installed in power in Iraq 
spent years in exile in Iran and fought on 
the Iranian side during the 1980-88 Iraq
Iran war: the leading Iraqi Shi'ite cleric, 
Ali al-Sistani, was born in Iran. These 
Shi'ite leaders have now set up diplomatic 
and economic relations with Tehran. Juan 
Cole remarked in Asia Times (II Augmt): 
"In a historic irony. Iran's most dangerous 
enemy of all. the lTnited States. invaded 
Iran's neighbor with an eye to eventually 
toppling the Tehran regime-but suc
ceeded only in defeating itself." 

The Sunni Arab minority is today the 
big loser, and so the insurgency against 
the colonial occupiers will continue. as 
will the criminal sectarian violence 
among the Sunnis. Shi·ites. Kurds and 
other ethnic and religious minorities. 
Sunnis are blowing up Shi'ite mosques 
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November 2004: U.S. 
soldiers drag prisoner 
through streets of 
devastated Falluja. 

and targeting Shi' ite clerics and pilgrims. 
Shi'ites are unleashing their death 
squads and militias against Sunnis. 
Moreover, the binding force of religion 
is trumped by tribal rivalries and the 
appetite to maintain and consolidate 
local fiefdoms. Communal antagonisms 
are exacerbated by economic despera
tion. In Baghdad, electric power is often 
on for only four hours a day. Almost half 
of the city's popUlation has lost access to 
running water. Unemploymept is at least 
50 percent. Fuel shortages are chronic. 

Meanwhile, the Kurds want to keep 
control over the oil in their region, main
tain their relative independence (under 
U.S. patronage) and extend their control 
to the oil-rich city of Kirkuk. Also 
claimed by Sunni Arabs and Turkmens, 
Kirkuk could well explode in pogromism 
and interethnic civil war. 

There is no possibility of resolving 
these national and communal conflicts 
short of the overthrow of bourgeois rule in 
the region and the establishment of a 
socialist federation of the Near East. For 
now, the Iraqi proletariat has been deci
mated. But until there is a resurgence of 
the working class as a force there and in 
the region there can be no solution to con
tinuing imperialist domination in alliance 
with the forces of domestic reaction. The 
current dire situation makes all the more 
crucial the fight to forge international
ist-and multinational-proletarian van
guard parties throughout the Near East. 

For Class Struggle 
Against U.S. Rulers! 

When U.S. forces entered Baghdad 
more than two years ago, polls showed 
overwhelming popular support for the 
Bush administration and the war. In 
the triumphant euphoria of that moment. 
most of the war's supporters were willing 
to entertain the prospect of getting it on 
with all "our enemies." But with the num
ber of American casualties rising and no 
end to the insurgency in sight. popular 
support has ebbed to 34 percent according 
to recent polls. More alarming from the 
Pentagon's standpoint is the military's 
failure to meet recruitment quotas. These 

factors have promoted considerable con
sternation in sectors of the ruling class, 
with even elements from the Republican 
right expressing dissatisfaction. 

An indication of the growing unease 
over the war is the prominence given to 
the ongoing protest outside Bush's vaca
tion hideaway by Cindy Sheehan. whose 
son Casey was killed in the war. Sheehan 
drew the wrath of right-wingers, and some 
liberals, when she called for immediate 
withdrawal of troops from Iraq. spoke out 
against the war in Afghanistan and came 
to the defense of radical lawyer Lynne 
Stewart. Anti-Bush liberals and reformists 
have seized on Sheehan's protest in an 
attempt to revive their pro-Democratic 
Party antiwar movement. which got ship
wrecked on the shoals of mainstream 
Democratic support for the war and John 
Kerry's election defeat in 2004. 

The reformist Workers World Party 
(WWP) and its ANSWER coalition, 
among others, organized a series of can
dlelight vigils and "Camp Casey" repli
cas around the country to build for a rally 
in Washington. D.C. on September 24. 
Centered on the call "Shut the War 
Down!". the upcoming rally raises a grab 
bag of slogans-e.g .. "Bring the troops 
home now!", "Healthcare not warfare," 
"Education not occupation," etc. Such 
slogans are the stock in trade of not only 
the WWP but the International Socialist 
Organization and other reformist leftists 
who appeal to the imperialist state to 
reorder its priorities. The reformists seek 
to hide the truth that only the overthrow 
of capitalism can put an end to racial and 
sexual oppression, poverty. unemploy
ment and imperialist war. Their pacifist! 
popUlist appeals are necessarily directed 
at pressuring the Democrats-the other 
party of capitalism. racism and imperial
ist war. This perspective required that the 
antiwar movement be as toothless and 
"respectable" as possible. Thus. ANSWER 
et al. refused to call for the defense of 
Iraq against the U.S. imperialist behe
moth in the lead-up to the war. 

As revolutionary Marxists, we took a 
side militarily with Iraq against the U.S. 
imperialist invaders, while political1y 
opposing Saddam Hussein's bloody capi
talist regime. We have a side in the current 
conflict: against the U.S .. its allies and 
Iraqi lackeys. We defend the peoples 
of Iraq against any U.S.-led attack and 
repression. Insofar as the forces on the 
ground in Iraq aim their blows against the 
imperialist occupiers, we call for their 
military defense against U.S. imperial
ism. Every blow struck against the impe
rialist occupiers is a blow struck against 
the enemy of workers and the oppressed 
worldwide. U.S. occupiers out now! 
However, we vehemently oppose the fun
damentalism, terrorism, communal vio
lence, kidnappings, car bombings that 
indiscriminately blow up innocent people 
on the street and so on, as the opposite of 
everything we Marxists stand for. 

The perspective of the Spartacist League 
and Spartacus Youth Clubs is to fight for 
the multiracial U.S. proletariat to assert 
its class interests and priorities in struggle 
against the American imperialist rulers. 
The economy continues to fail to provide 
decent jobs. The escalating price of gaso
line, itself largely a product of the desta
bilization caused by the occupation; the 
attempts to savage Social Security; the 
erosion of health benefits and the attacks 
on civil rights: the continuing decay of 
the ghettos and the massive incarcera
tion of black and Latino youth-all have 
added to the cauldron of discontents of 
America's working people and minori
ties. Out of such discontents and the mul
tiple contradictions of capitalist society 
must issue a powerful class movement of 
the proletariat. standing at the head of all 
the exploited and oppressed and led by a 
revolutionary workers party that will stop 
at nothing short of socialist revolution. 
Only when the proletariat seizes pO\\ier 
from the blood-drenched. arrogant "mas
ters of the universe" in the White House 
and on Wall Street can we begin to speak 
of a \vorld rid of imperialist wars and 
occupations and offering material securit) 
and social justice for all.. 
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Victory to 
Strike ... 
(continued from page 1 ) 

power-the world economy simply could 
not function without them. But instead of 
using that power. airline unions have been 
picked off one by one through devastat
ing rounds of wage-slashing, pension
stealing and outright union-busting. It's 
time to turn this around. and the recent 
strike at London's Heathrow airport gave 
a taste of the solidarity in action needed 
to do that. Hundreds of British Airways 
(BA) ground staff walked out in solidarity 
with fired food-service workers. Airline 
operations were crippled for nearly a 
week, costing BA $70 million. and the 
airport was paralyzed for two days. The 
workers did this in the face of laws blr
ring such solidarity strikes. showing the 
potential for tearing up anti-union law, 
through united labor action (see accom
panying article). 

Now. every union in the industry must 
do what's necessary to ensure that AMFA 
is not defeated. As we wrote in WV No. 
849 (27 May) when the United Airlines 
bosses ripped off their workers' pensions: 

"A hard-fouf!ht battle i, necessan' and 
could inspire a broader upsurge in' cia\) 
struggle-not fighting onl) assure, 
greater misery in the future. The union, 
mLi',t make use of their weapons: their 
numher·,- or"aniLatioll and collecti\ c' 

mu,cie. The- watchword should he: 
'One out. all out: shut do,\ n the air
porh" Aftci' all. the carrier, call not OUl

sourcc ev.:rvone· s ioh. Further. th.: cri ,i " 
in the ind~htl"\ Is worldv. ide: airline 
v. orker, would 'find allies amon" union
ized lahor at their companie, overseas 
and among thos.: workers in struggle at 
foreign carriers:' 

Airline Unions Must 
Stand Together! 

The history of the airline unions and 
the entire labor movement shows that 
when unions scab on each other, labor 
loses. This was seen all too clearly when 
the PATCO air traffic controllers union 
was smashed in 1981 by Republican 
president Ronald Reagan, implementing 
plans drawn up by the Democratic Carter 
administration. Responsibility for the 
defeat lay squarely with_the leaders of 
the lAM, Teamsters and other unions 
who refused to honor the picket lines and 
shut down the airports. WV headlined: 
"Unchain Labor!" "For Solidarity Strikes 
with PATCO!" The smashing of PATCO 
laid the groundwork for a quarter-century 
of givebacks and union-busting. It also 
encouraged the capitalists to carry out 
broader attacks on working people and 
the poor, particularly the black population 
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scabs as permanent replacements. 
Some strikers have told WV that the 

cops are giving them a friendly thumbs 
up and have even acted to defend them 
against the scabherding Vance Security 
outfit. But if the picket lines were actu
ally stopping the scabs. the cops and 
Vance thugs would act together again~t 
the union. 

AP WV Photo 

At the August 27 strike rally in Min
neapolis. almost half of the speakers were 
Democratic politicians. The Bush White 
House makes no secret of its affiliation 
with big business. while the Democrats 
rely heavily on union support in elections. 
But when fundamental class issues are 
posed. the Democratic Party reveals itself 
as the other party of capitalist rule. It was 
the Democrat Clinton who invoked the 
RLA 14 times to ban potential rail and 
airline strikes. including a 1997 walkout 
by American Airlines piloh. And it was 
Minnesota Congressman Janles Obersur, 
ranking Democrat on the House Tran,
portation and Infrastructure Committe~. 
who advised AMFA to try to avert tile 
current strike by offering to take evcn 
deeper pay cuts than the company was 
asking for' 

PATCO strike leaders dragged to jail in 1981. SL called for labor to shut down 
airports; AFL-CIO tops' betrayal paved way for decades of givebacks and 
defeats. 

. as well as immigranb. 
Today the union tops are brazen in their 

. backstabbing. lAM general vice president 
Robert .Roach responded to AMFA s 
request for solidarity from lAM ramp 
v,orkers and customer sen ice agents: 
"lAM members will not be duped into 
standing with AMFA.'· The lAM local 
president in Detroit tried to put a spin 01: 

the scabbing by claiming it \\as better for 
his union to do the scab work than have 
an outside contractor do it I 

Trying to justi fy such strikebreaking. 
the national AFL-CIO organizing director 
labeled AMFA a "renegade. raiding or
ganization that is creating havoc in the 
airline industry," adding, "It's not in the 
house of labor." It was the lAM mislead
ers' pattern of agreeing to concession 
after concession that convinced mechan
ics at a number of carriers to leave the 
lAM for AMFA. Meanwhile, SEIU serv
ice employees head Andy Stern and his 
Change to Win Coalition haven't done a 
thing to mobilize support for AMFA, 
utterly belying the speeches they made 
about revitalizing labor during their 
recent split from the AFL-CIO. The 
Teamsters, who are part of Stern's coali
tion, are continuing to fuel Northwest 
aircraft in many locations and, with 
the exception of individual drivers, make 
deliveries to the airline. 

The PFAA flight attendants, who are 
associated with AMFA. held a vote over 
whether to walk out in sympathy with 

lfi~ij~4 
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AMFA. Northwest even assembled I.SOO 
scab flight attendants in fear of a soli
darity strike. The PFAA tops declared 
that the vote failed. but they refused tl) 
reveal the results "for strategic reason~" 
Many flight attendants who \\ant a sol!
darity strike are walking the picket jjne~ 
and calling for a ne\\ vote. 

Officiah representing the 30() A~TF-,\
represented mechanics at ~lesaba Air
lines. which is partially owned by :\orth
west. voted for a sympathy strike. But 
AMFA leaders caved in to an anti-strike 
court injunction. The union tops take as a 
starting point the inviolability of the laws 
issued by this government. which acts as 
the executive committee for the U.S. 
capitalist ruling class as a whole against 
the working people. If laws hadn't been 
broken and court injunctions defied, there 
would be no labor movement today. 

The Bush administration, whose Labor 
Department secretary, Elaine Chao, is a 
former Northwest board member, gave a 
green light to Northwest to go ahead with 
its union-busting provocation against 
AMFA by not invoking the anti-union 
Railway Labor Act (RLA) to stop the 
strike. In March 2001, Bush turned to 
the RLA to prevent an AM FA strike 
against Northwest, when AMFA was in a 
better position to win. If this strike 
becomes effective, the government will 
use the RLA and everything else in 
its arsenal against the union. As it is, 
the RLA allows Northwest to hire the 

The answer is not simple trade union
ism. but the fight to forge a new lead
ership of labor committed to mobiliz
ing labor's power independently of the 
bosses' state and politicians. In his 
speech to the Minneapolis rally. AMrA 
Local 33 president Ted Ludwig quotd 
fwm Farrell Dobb, commenting on th2 
Trohkyist-Ied 19.~-+ Minneapolis cit\
wide strikes that oaved the way for 
organizing the Teamsters as a powerful 
national union: "The tinder of discontent 
begins to pile up. Any spark can light it 
and once lit the fire can spread rapidly." 
We would point out that in assessing the 
historic 1934 strikes. Trotskyist leader 
James P. Cannon noted in The History of 
American Trotskvism (1944): 

"The modern labor movement must be 
politically directed because it is con
fronted by the government at every turn. 
Our people were prepared for that since 
they were political people, inspired by 
political conceptions. The policy of the 
class struggle guided our comrades; they 
couldn't be deceived and outmaneu
vered, as so many strike leaders of that 
period were, by this mechanism of sabo
tage and destruction known as the Na
tional Labor Board and all its auxiliary 
setups .... 
"Our people didn't believe in anybody 
or anything but the policy of the class 
struggle and the ability of the workers 
to prevail by their mass strength and 
solidarity." 

There is plenty of social tinder piling 
up in the U.S. today-over the bloody 
U.S. occupation of Iraq, over the massive 

continued on page 14 

August 25 to October 5 
2005 Quotas (in points) 

Bay Area 
Boston 
Chicago 

650 Los Angeles 
140 New York 
450 At Large 

National Total 2,790 

325 
925 
300 

Subscribe Now! 
:.J $10/21 issues of Workers Vanguard 0 New :.J Renewal 

(includes English-language Spartacist and Black History and the Class Struggle) 
international rates: $25/21 issues-Airmail $10/21 issues-SeaIT'a! 

:.J $2/6 introductory issues of Workers Vanguard (includes English·language Spartacist) 

:.J $2/4 issues of Espartaco (en espanol) (includes Spanish·language Spartacist) 

Name ____________________________________________________ __ 

Address __________________________________________________ ___ 

Apt. # _____ _ 

City ___________________ _ State Zip ______ _ 

Phone ( __ ) ________________ _ E-mail __________ ___ 
853 

Make checks payable/mail to: Spartacist Publishing Co., Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116 

13 



Wildcat Strike Protests 
Mass Sackings-at Heathrow 

LONDON, 27 August-When hundreds 
of British Airways (BA) staff at Heathrow 
airport downed tools on August II in sup
port of 670 South Asian, mainly women 
workers sacked by catering firm Gate 
Gourmet, the whole world took notice. 
From Detroit and Dallas to Frankfurt and 
Sydney, newspapers reported that for two 
days members of the Transport and Gen
eral Worker:; Union (TGWU) crippled BA 
and brought one of the world's busiest air
ports almost to a halt. 

In the context of worldwide cutbacks, 
layoffs and union-busting in the airline 
industry, this spectacular action gave a 
taste of the 'enormous social power that 
these strategically placed airline workers 
and their trade unions can bring to bear in 
defence of workers' rights. It also dealt a 
welcome blow to the myth that class strug
gle no longer exists in Tony Blair's Britain' 
of poverty pay and "labour market flexibil
ity." And it illustrated the treacherous legal
ism of the union misleaders, who brought 
the strike to an end while the workers 
remained sacked. The union and company 
are now negotiating over a "voluntary 
redundancy" [layoff] package. 

Airline workers have considerable 
clout. Heathrow is strategic to British 
capitalism, commercially as well as mili-

Victory to 
Strike ... 
(continued from page 13) 

cuts in health benefits, over the broad 
decline in living standards for working 
people. But for these discontents to be 
channeled into a fight against the capital
ist exploiters requires the class-struggle 
policy laid out by Cannon, based on 
the political independence of the work
ing class. 

Gutting the Unions, 
Gutting Safety 

The Northwest bosses threaten not 
only the livelihood of their workers 
but the very lives of their passengers. To 
cut costs, they are driving down wages 
and keeping old planes in the air~the 
world's oldest commercial fleet~nforc
ing speedup and generally degrading safety 
standards. Since 2001, the company has 
already laid off half its experienced 
mechanics, sending the work to low-wage, 
non-union outside maintenance compa
nies. Northwest has gone from one 
mechanic per aircraft in 1993 to one 
mechanic for every three aircraft today! 

One day before the strike began, the 
nosegear of "a Northwest plane landing 
in Guam collapsed. Now, Northwest's 
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paign singles out the country's darker
skinned minority population in order to 
divide the working class. But at Heathrow 
the workers gave a splendid demonstra
tion of how class solidarity can transcend 
ethnic lines, with the integrated work
force, including ground crew workers. 
recognising that their own interests and 
those of the more vulnerable and mainly 
female and Asian catering workers were 
the same. 

Gate Gourmet workers at Heathrow airport protest their mass firing. 

Targeting Muslims in the first instance. 
the government's "war on terror" is de
signed to regiment the working class. to 
discourage opposition to the imperialist 
occupation of Iraq and as a club against 
all perceived opponents of capitalist rule. 
Any Muslim, Sikh, Brazilian, African or 
anybody else deemed a "terror suspect" 
can be shot by trigger-happy, racist cops 
-as was seen in the brutal killing of Bra
zilian immigrant electrician Jean Charles 
de Menezes, who could have been just 
about any worker on his way to work. The 
TGWU and other unions must oppose the 
"war on terror," both as an elementary act 
of defence of the rights of their own multi
ethnic membership and to defend the 
unions as organs of collective struggle. 

Reinstate Gate Gourmet Workers! 
tarily. Demonstrating the power of collec
tive action by these workers, the Heath
row strike cost the bosses more than $70 
million, grounded much of the BA fleet 
internationally and snarled up BA opera
tions for nearly a week. It was all the more 
impressive in that the strike was under-

strikebreaking is an even greater invita
tion to air disaster. The strike's first day 
saw a four-tire blowout in Detroit. Three 
days into the strike, Northwest had 
accrued almost three times its normal 
level of "deferred maintenance items." 
But the AMFA tops' strategy of hoping 
that an accumulation of maintenance 
problems will lead to consumer pressure 
plays right into Northwest's hands. As 
a result of mass layoffs throughout the 
industry in recent years, many scab 
mechanics have five to ten years of ex
perience. And as long as the scabs are 
working, the union is losing. 

The AMFA leaders, and many mechan
ics on the picket lines, combine their pro
tests against the outsourcing of mechan
ics' jobs with chauvinist statements 
against "illegal" immigrant workers and 
foreign mechanics in Latin America, 
China and Singapore, which is depicted 
in AMFA statements as a haven for ter
rorists. The AMFA tops buy right into the 
government's phony "war on terror." But 
as a striking cleaner in Detroit told WV, 
"The war on terror enslaves us all." That's 
right. The government's "anti-terror" 
campaign is shredding the rights of immi
grants, black people, trade unionists and 
all who could be seen as opponents of the 
racist capitalist profit system. 

The basis for unity in struggle be
tween the union and immigrant workers 
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taken in defiance of anti-union laws for
bidding solidarity strikes with workers in 
different companies and was launched in 
the teeth of the government's "war on ter
ror" hysteria whipped up in the aftermath 
of the July 7 criminal terror bombings. 

The government's "anti-terror" cam-

was displayed at the Minneapolis rally. 
Pointing to Northwest's recruitment of 
desperate Somali immigrants as scab 
cleaners. Omar Jamal. spokesman for the 
Somali Justice Advocacy Center, said, 
"It's nothing new to us that big corpo
rations are taking advantage of immi
grants" and called on everyone to respect 
the AMFA picket lines. Unions must 
fight for full citizenship rights for all 
immigrants and to organize all the unor
ganized, citizen or not. 

The America-first protectionism pushed 
by the union tops, which promotes the 
lie of a commonality of interests between 
the U.S. working class and its exploit
ers, is utterly suicidal in an industry 
that is inherently international in scope. 
The solidarity action by KLM work
ers is a welcome development and must 
be extended internationally to defeat 
Northwest's strikebreaking. 

Many AMFA strikers, and other work
ers as well, believe that the government 
and big corporations are on a drive to 
destroy the "middle class." The notion of 
the "middle class" is used to hide the real-

The working conditions of Gate Gour
met workers are familiar to millions of 

ity that there are two fundamental classes 
in capitalist society, the capitalists who 
own the means of production and the 
workers whose labor creates the capital
ists' profits. There certainly is a drive 
to destroy workers' livelihoods, and 
class struggle is the only road to defend
ing workers against this assault. But the 
direction the class struggle must take is 
toward the' abolition of the irrational, 
profit-driven capitalist system-through 
a workers revolution that seizes the pro
ductive wealth of society and builds a 
planned collective economy in which pro
duction is geared to satisfy the needs of 
all, not the profits of a few. This perspec
tive requires the forging of a workers 
party that, standing at the head of all 
the exploited and oppressed, fights for a 
workers government. 

* * * 
A union strike fund has been es

tablished. Send donations to: AMFA 
National, Attn: NWA Strike Commit
tee, 67 Water St., Suite 208A, Laconia, 
NH 03246 •• 
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other workers in "dynamic," 2 1st-century 
capitalism. In 1997, BA contracted out 
their catering to Gate Gourmet, the world's 
second largest in-flight catering supplier. 
BA constantly demands "productivity in
creases" from Gate Gourmet. squeezing 
workers to do more work for less pay, 
Contracting out is designed to carve up 
the working class and prevent unified 
strikes across a single industry. Today, 
Gate Gourmet workers earn a paltry 
£12,000 ($21,000) per year. which is not 
a living wage. But even this is too much 
fur this company. An expose in the Lon
don Duily Mirror (16 August) re\'ealed 
that Gate Gourmet has been implement
ing a union-bashing scheme code-named 
Operation Milestone:;" for which a Gate 
Gourmet director set up a scabherding 
operation named Versa Logistics. special
ising in recruiting East European and 
other immigraiH workers. 

¥/hen management hired casual [tem
porary 1 \\orkers at Heathrow, workers saw 
the writing on the \vall and staged a 
protest-the action for which they were 
sacked by the company. Gate Gourmet is 
trying to use immigrant workers from East 
Europe and Somalia. who earn £6 ($11) 
per hour with no entitlement to state bene
fits. as a club against the Gate Gourmet 
workforce who. as British citizens or per
manent residents, are entitled to sickness 
pay and benefits. And unlike most work
ers in low-paid, contracted-out work, they 
are organised in trade unions and have 
family and union ties to other airport 
workers. 

The mass sacking by Gate Gourmet is 
an attack on the very· existence of trade 
unions at Heathrow airport. which accord
ing to the Financial Times (19 August) is 
the "largest remaining bastion of union
ised labour in the country." The TGWU is 
the largest union there, with over 20.000 

Rally ... 
(contillued/i'om page 16) 

opposition to their system of racist 
oppression. Free Mumia Now! 

• Assata Shakur is a fonner Black 
Panther and member of the Black Liber
ation Army. On 2 Ma) 1973. ShakuL 
Sundiata Acoli and Zayd Malik Shakur 
were ambushed by racist New Jersey state 
troopers, The troopers immediately opened 
fire, killing Zayd Shakur. One of the 
state's hitmen wa, killed with a bullet 
from a police revolver. The two black 
militants who survived were convicted 
on charges of killing the cop and their 
own comrade' Sentenced to life, Assata 
escaped prison in 1979 and has been in 
Cuba since 1984. Acoli remains in prison 
hell over 30 years later. In her 1998 
"Open Letter," Shakur declared. "I am a 
20th century escaped slave." In May, the 
FBI added Shakur to its domestic terror
ist list and increased the bounty on her 
head to $1 million, a bounty reminiscent 
of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850. Hands 
Off Assata Shakur! 

• On September 23 Lynne Stewart, her 
translator Mohamed Yousry and paralegal 
Ahmed Abdel Sattar will be sentenced 
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members out of a workforce of 70,000. 
The fight to reinstate Gate Gourmet work
ers is an issue for the whole trade-union 
movement. The response by BA ground 
staff was precisely what is needed: deci
sive class struggle. in defiance of the anti
union laws. that shut down the entire air
port and hit the greedy airline bosses 
where it hurts-in their bottom line. Air
port workers took this action knowing 
their own jobs could be next on the line
BA is determined to root out the airport 

August 12: 
British Airways 

shut down by 
ground crew 

walkout in 
support of fired 

Gate Gourmet 
workers. 

0.. 
-< 

unions as part of sweeping changes in 
preparation for moving to the new Termi-

,nal Five in 2008. There is a history of 
mass firings at Heathrow: 270 unionised 
catering workers were fired in one fell 
swoop by Lufthansa Skychefs catering in 
1998. for having staged a one-day strike. 

The solidarity strikes at Heathrow sent 
shockwaves through BA, not to mention 
the viciously anti-working-class Labour 
government. With Heathrow virtually at a 
standstill. and BA losing millions in prof
its. the union leadership repudiated the 
strikes as "unlawful" and workers went 
back to work. TGWU general secretary 
Tony Woodley justified this treachery. 

on frame-up charges of conspiracy to 
provide material support to terrorism. 
They face decades behind bars. Stewart's 
"crimc"? Doing what lawyer~ are sup
po~cd to do, representing her client, in 
this case. Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman, 
impric,oned on charge, of compirac) to 
bio\\ up NYC landmarks in the early 
1 99(b. The government is taking deadly 
aim at the Sixth Amendment right to legal 
counsel. Taking away the right to a law
yer or trial ultimately means no rights to 
free speech and assembly-no rights at 
all. Hands Off Lynne Stewart' 

This united-front rally brings together. 
in defense of Jamal, Shakur and Stewart. 
speakers and organizations across a spec
trum of political beliefs raising their own 
views on these vital cases. Within that 

• framework, we seek to win activists to the 
understanding that defense of these tar
gets of capitalist state repression must be 
based on a class-struggle perspective
organizing independently of the racist 
capitalist state that has framed them up. 
These frame-ups illustrate that there is no 
justice in the capitalist courts. The PDC, 
a class-struggle legal and social defense 
organization associated with the Marxist 
Spartacist League, is fighting to mobilize 
the social power of the multiracial labor 
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bemoaning the fact that solidarity strikes 
are "unlawful" in Britain, as opposed to 
elsewhere in Europe, and pleading that "it 
is time to bring solidarity action within 
the framework of the law" (Guardian. 16 
August). 

But the powerful solidarity strike by 
Heathrow workers, which crippled opera
tions.at.this major international air hub. 
exposed the lie of the bosses and their 
Labourite agents that the workers are 
helpless in the face of the government's 

anti-union laws. The workers demon
strated the potential of mi litant class 
struggle to render these laws inoperable. 
It was Woodley & Co. who acted as the 
labour lieutenants of capital in enforcing 
these laws. With BA and the airport back 
in business, the TGWU leadership
aided by the Trades Union Congress and 
Labour government ministers-agreed to 
negotiate, from a position of weakness. 

The TGWU leadership support the cap
italist Labour government and the inter
ests of the British ruling class-the very 
forces the unions have to mobilise to 
defend workers against. Grotesquely ap
pealing to British patriotism against the 

movement-those who create the wealth 
of this society and who can shut it down. 
It is the working people who have the 
class interest and social power to not only 
fight for Mumia's freedom and in defense 

American-based Gate Gourmet, Woodley 
asked, "Can a company walk into Bri
tain and plan the cynical sacking of inno
cent men and women to cut costs and 
be legally allowed to get away with it?" 
(Guardian. 23 August). He called on 
British-based BA to "step in and help 
the sacked Gate Gourmet workers get their 
jobs back at Heathrow" (BBC News. 22 
August). Appealing to the capitalist bosses 
or their gO\ernment. or viewing them as 
potential partners. is the kiss of death in 
class struggle. where it is critically impor
tant to know who one's enemies are. 

The key question for airport workers 
facing union-busting attacks is to forge. 
in the course of class struggles, a ne\\ 
leadership in the union;" that \\illnot pia} 
by the bo;,se, rules or buy into the bour
geoisie's "national unity" hysteria. \\hich 
was used to stop the striking fircfighter~ 
on the e\e of Bush and Blair's invasion of 
Iraq. Against Gate Gourmet and other com
panies' attempts to pit immigrant workers 
against other workers in Britain, the unions 
must organise the unorganised~ A class
struggle leadership would champion the 
fight for full citizenship rights for all 
immigrants.' The fight for such a leader
ship is linked to building a new. revolu
tionary party of the working class. We of 
the Spartacist League/Britain are fighting 
to build a multiethnic revolutionary work
ers party. This is not to be some warmed 
over version of the old Labour Party that 
for decades betrayed the interests of work
ers and minorities. What's needed is a 
party founded on the understanding that 
working people's fight for their own 
interests must culminate in a socialist 
revolution that overthrows capitalism and 
replaces it with an international. ration
ally planned economy that will consign 
unemployment, poverty pay and racism 
to the dustbin of history .• 

of Stewart and Shakur but to get rid of 
this barbaric and murderous capitalist 
sy~tem of hunger. imperialist war. poverty. 
racist cop terror and \ icious attacks on 
workers, women, gays and immigrants .• 

Lynne Stewart Challenges 
Frame-Up Conviction 

Leftist attorney Lynne Stewilrt is de
manding that the U.S. District Court in 
Manhattan declare a mistrial in the politi
cal frame-up that ended in the cOI1\'ic
tion of Stewart, her translator Mohamed 
Yousry and paralegal Ahmed Abdel Sattar 
in February. The three are scheduled to be 
sentenced on October 21 (postponed from 
September 23). The 65-year-old Stewart 
faces decades in prison for her vigorous 
legal defense of Islamic fundamentalist 
cleric Sheik Omar Abdel Rahman. 

Stewart is challenging her conviction 
on the ground that the jury was tainted. 
The basis for her challenge throws a sharp 
light on the hysterical witchhunt atmos
phere that the government has whipped 
up in the post-September 11 period in the 
name of the "war on terror." One juror 
told another that if she did not vote to 
convict, it woUld be her fault if anyone 
died in a terrorist attack. She was further 
frightened on the last day of deliberations 
by someone not even on the jury who 
pointed her out as "the holdout." The 
juror was so bitter and regretful for her 
vote to convict that she sought out the 
defense team after the trial ended. In a 
further example of blatant bias, another 
juror told a prospective juror that anyone 
who was up on charges must have done 
something wrong. 

The irregularities during the course of 
the seven-month trial were rampant, and 
the defense fruitlessly called time after 
time for a mistrial. The judge allowed 
the prosecution to introduce such inflam
matory and irrelevant "evidence" as a 
videotape of Osama bin Laden-shown 
in the week of the anniversary of the 
September 11 attacks !-and prosecutors 

blatantly pandered to anti-Arab preju
dice. Underlining the importance that the 
government placed on this case, early 
this August the Justice Department gave 
its highest award to the prosecutors in 
this frame-up. 

In its attack on fundamental demo
craticrights in the name of the "war on 
terror," the government has unfettered 
prosecutors and attacked the very right 
of individuals to legal representation. In 
an article titled "Corrupted Justice" in 
Human Events Online (19 August), Paul 
Craig Roberts, a conservative economist 
and former Wall Street Journal editor, 
powerfully denounced Stewart's convic
tion: "Last February, prosecutors con
victed New York defense attorney Lynne 
Stewart of violating a letter from the 
Department of Justice (sic) telling her 
the conditions on which she could repre- . 
sent her client! There is no statute or 
regulation behind the letter. How was 
Stewart to know that it was felony to dis
obey a prosecutor's letter? ... Prosecutors 
are in the process of criminalizing the 
safeguards that were put in our legal sys
tem to protect the innocent, such as the 
attorney-client privilege. We have reached 
the point where an attorney who does 
too good of a job defending his client 
can be indicted for aiding and abetting a 
criminal." 

We urge our readers to join protests in 
defense of Stewart, including the upcom
ing united-front rallies initiated by the 
Partisan Defense Committee (see page 
16). To contribute to her defense. send 
donations to: Lynne Stewart Defense 
Committee, 350 Broadway, Suite 700. 
New York, NY 10013 .• 
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The "War on Terror" Targets 

Blacks, Immigrants, Labor and Leftists! 

Fight Government Repression! 
We- rellrillt below an 8 August le(/jlet issued by 

the Partisan Defense Comlllittee to build for the 
upcoming united~ti-mlt rallies. 

The bloodthirsty U.S. government's frontal 
as~ault on democratic rights is being carried out 
under the pretext of the bogus "war on terrorism:' 
Basic rights, \\on through the hard-fought c1a~s 
strugg les of the 1930s union organizing drives and 
the sOL'ial ~truggles of the 1950s through the early 
1970s-in the civil rights movement. the Vietnam 
War protests, for women's and gay rights-are being 
run through the shredder by the Bush administration 
\Vith the full agreement of the Democratic Party. 
Political opponents face being imprisoned with no 
right to an attorney or a trial. The government 
asserts the "right" to disappear and torture its oppo
nents-to lock them up and throwaway the key. From 
courageous anti-slavery fighter John Brown to com
munists during the McCarthy era, to the Black Pan
ther Party and up to the present. the raci~t rulers of 
thi, country hme branded tighters for the oppressed as 
"tcrrori st:' 

To fight against this assault on our righh. the 
Partisan Defense C\lmmittee is calling a rally of 
solidarity for ]\"lumia Abu-Jamal. Assata Shakur and 
Lynne StC\\ art. The~e cases must be rallying points 
for labor. blacks and defenders of ci\i1 libertie,. 
~lumia Abu-Jamal. a death row political prisoner. 
ami Assata ShakuL forced into exile in Cuba. are 
former members of the Black Panther Party. Lynne 
Ste\\ art is a leftist attorney with a decades-long 
resume of defending those targeted by this coun
try's racist rulers. We call on labor. blacks, students 
and defenders of civil liberties to join us in a 
united-front rally to demand: "Fight government 
repression! The 'war on terror' targets blacks, 
immigrants, labor and leftists! Free Mumia Abu
Jamal! Hands off Lynne Stewart! Hands off Assata 
Shakur!" Their fight is a fight for us all. 

The real terrorists are the U.S. capitalist rulers. 
Today's repressive laws are intended to terrorize any
one who would stand in the way of their relentless 
drive for profits and their bloody imperialist adven
tures, such as the murderous occupation ofIraq. While 
the initial victims of the post-September II reaction 
were immigrants from predominantly Muslim coun
tries, these measures are also directed against leftists, 
antiwar protesters and those fighting against the racist 
oppression of black people that forms the bedrock of 
American capitalism. The "anti-terror" laws will be 
u~ed to outi<m ,trikes and criminalize unions. as other 
laws \\ere Llsed in the earlv 1900s . 

• AmcriC<l', foremost c"lass-war prisoner. "Iumia 
Abu-Jamal is an innocent man. He was a Black Pan
ther Party spnke,man at the age of 15. Thirty-eight 
Panthers were ki lied by the FB I and local cops under 
the FBI's. deadlY Counter-Intelligence Program 
I COINTELPRO I l,t surveillance, disrupt:on. provo
cation and terror against leftists and black acti\ists. 
Hundreds more \\c'fe framed up to rot in prison 
hells. An award-\\ inning journalist, Mumia became 
a supporter of the Philadelphia MOVE organization, 
which was subjected to over a decade of murderous 
state terror. In a politically motivated and blatantly 
racist frame-up, Mumia was convicted on charges of 
killing Philadelphia Police Officer Daniel Faulkner 
on 9 December 1981 and sentenced to death explic
itly for his past membership in the Panthers. Court 
after court has refused to even consider the confes
sion of Arnold Beverly that he, not Mumia, shot and 
killed officer Faulkner. The frame-up of Mumia 
Abu-Jumal symbolizes what the barbaric death 
penalty, a legacy of chattel slavery, is all about. 
From the White House to the courthouse to the 
Wall Street boardrooms, the capitalist rulers want 
Mumia dead because they see in this man known 
as the "voice of the voiceless" a symbol of defiant 

continued on page 15 
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NEW YORK CITY Thursday, September 15, 7 p.m. 

Community Church of New York - 40 East 35th St. (between Madison Ave. & Park Ave. So) 

Speakers include: Lynne Stewart . 
Pam Africa, International Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal 
Don Alexander, New York Labor Black League for Social Defense 

Moderator: 

Charles Ensley, President, SSEU Local 371* 
Cleo Silvers, 119gers for Peace and Justice,* Communist Workers Organization, 

Workers to Free Mumia 
James Webb, President Emeritus, Coalition of Black Trade Unionists* 
Rachel Wolkenstein,' Partisan Defense Committee 

*organization affiliation for identification purposes only For more information: (212) 406-4252 

BAY AREA Saturday, October 1, 2 p.m. 
Berkeley Public Library - 2090 Kittredge St., Berkeley 
Speakers include: Robert R. Bryan, lead counsel for Mumia Abu-Jamal 

Video showing of Lynne Stewart's presentation at New York Rally 
Don Cane, Labor Black League for Social Defense 

Moderator: Valerie West, Partisan Defense Committee 
For more information: (510) 839-0852 or e-mail: pdcbayarea@sbcglobal.net 

CHICAGO Saturday, October 1, 5 p.m. 
University of Chicago Law School, Room 2 -1111 East 60th Street 
Speakers include: Lydia Barashango, sister of Mumia Abu-Jamal 

Moderator: 

Standish E. Willis, Chicago Conference of Black Lawyers 
Mike Elliott, UAW Local 551, Chair, Education Committee* 
Don Alexander, New York Labor Black League for Social Defense 
Fred Redmond, USWA Assistant Director District 7* 
Brian Mendis, Partisan Defense Committee 

*organization affiliation for identification purposes only For more information: (312) 563-0442 

LOS ANGELES Saturday, October 8, 4 p.m. 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church* - 3300 Wilshire Blvd. (at Berendo St., 2 blocks west of 

Vermont/Wilshire Red-line Station) 

Speakers include: Lydia Barashango, sister of Mumia Abu-Jamal 
Don Cane, Labor Black League for Social Defense 

Moderator: Valerie West, Partisan Defense Committee 
*The views expressed by the participants are not necessarily those of the Immanuel Presbyterian Church. 

For more information: (213) 380-8897 
- - - - --

Sponsored by the Partisan Defense Committee. We want to make it very clear that speakers at these rallies do not neces-
sarily agree in any particular with the leaflet statement. 
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