
















Black Liberation ... 
(continued from page 1) 

politicians such as Clinton, who ran to 
Bush's side immediately after the hurri­
cane hit. want you to believe that the 
government is doing all that can be done 
and that racism has nothing to do with 
the relief efforts. And in regard to the 
destruction of the ports and oil refineries, 
who do you think is profiting off rebuild­
ing them'? You guessed it. the Hallibur­
tons, the Bechtels, etc. 

The death and destitution were pre­
ventable. Just compare how hurricane 
situations are handled by the Cuban 
deformed workers state, where the capi­
talist class was expropriated and where 
collectivized property and a planned econ­
omy exist. Its goyernment can actually 
provide for the safety and security of 
its citizens. even in the face of the long­
standing U.S. economic embargo. The 
Cuban government has repeatedly safely 
e\acuated up to two million people from 
oncoming hurricanes. 

Why didn't the U.S. government pre­
pare to evacuate its poor and black citi­
zens of New Orleans in a similar way'? 

Perhaps a shred of New Orleans history 
may offer a clue. In 1927. there wa, a 
tlood of the Mississippi River that threat­
ened to destroy the land and property of 
the wealthy aristocrats who dwelt in 
southern Louisiana. To divert the damage 
that the tlood might have caused to their 
property. they devised and implemented a 
plan to dynamite the levees surrounding 
the black and poor neighborhoods to take 
pressure off the levees surrounding their 
own. As a result, thousands of black and 
poor Louisiana residents were left home­
less. And those black people who worked 
on the plantations in the region were not 
allowed to leave because the plantation 
owners rightly feared that they would 
never come back to work in slavery-like 
conditions. So they were herded on top of 
the levees under the guns of National 
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Guardsmen, and only those families who 
had members helping repair the levees 
were allowed access to the food provided 
by the Red Cross. The rest were left to 
fend for themselves. 

Does this sound familiar'? The only 
interest that this capitalist government 
serves is the defense of private property 
and the profit system as a whole. The U.S. 
capitalist class has a lengthy history of 
exploiting labor and oppressing minori­
ties. It is futile to appeal to its "con­
science" or ·'morality." Its actions are 
guided by its class interest. which is to 
maximize profits. They're not even both­
ering to count the bodies of many who 
died during the Hurricane Katrina tlood. 
Almost two months later, there are still 
over 500 people "missing" from New 
Orleans Parish Prison, where prisoners 
had been left to drown in their cells. 

For Class War Against 
Capitalist Rulers! 

This reminds me of Iraq, where the 
U.S. imperialists and their allies aren't 
even bothering to count the bodies of Ira­
qis they bombed and murdered under the 
pretext of the "'war on terror," "weapons 
of mass destruction" and "Saddam Hus-
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sein's links to Al Qaeda." Lies, lies ,md 
more lies. Even the lies used to bolster 
patriotic ,upport for the bloody imperial­
ist war in Iraq remind me of the racist 
atrocity in New Orleans. Not even a day 
after the levees broke. the bourgeois 
media was in a frenzy,telling tall tales of 
looting, robbery. murder and mayhem in 
New Orleans. In the face of starvation, 
the media wrote that blacks "stole" food 
and white people "found" it. 

To be sure that this is racist America 
that we're talking about, dusted off was 
the lying slavery-era cry of the black man 
as sexual predator. Thus there was the 
scare over alleged rapes. "Hold on to your 
skirts, Southern belles, we're sending in 
armed federal guards with shoot-to-kill 
orders" was the message and method of 
justification for turning New Orleans into 
a federally occupied military zone. It 
wasn't to help people. They'd also have 
you believe they're helping the Iraqi peo­
ples by bringing "democracy" and "lib­
eration." Even the torture scandals of 
Abu Ghraib hit close to home. The U.S. 
houses nearly two million mostly black 
and Latino men, women and even youth 
in prison hellholes. It is the prisons of 
America that provided the training 
ground for torture like that we hear about 
in Abu Ghraib in Iraq and in Guantanamo. 

The New York Times now reports that 
there was no evidence for the scare sto­
ries about New Orleans. The real crimi­
nals are the government and its army and 
police, a few of whom were recently 
investigated for stealing Cadillacs. And 
just a week ago, a retired elementary 
school teacher, Robert Davis, who is 64 
years old and black. was brutally beaten 
by cops in the French Quarter for merely 
asking about the curfew time. The real 
thugs and looters are the L.S. imperial­
ists and their allies who are exercising 
military might and plundering the world. 

There is a war going on here at-henne 
as well. And as the racist New Orleans 
atrocity shows, it's a war against black 
people. poor people and working people. 
Now more than ever. it is clear that the 
workers and oppressed minorities in the 
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U.S. must side with the Iraqi peoples who 
face imperialist onslaught, just as we 
must side with the victims of the U.S. rul­
ers here in the belly of the beast. We must 
demand that the U.S. troops get out of 
Iraq now! Insofar as the forces on the 
ground in Iraq aim their blows against 
the occupiers, we call for their military 
defense against U.S. imperialism. without 
giving one iota of political support to the 
insurgents and while opposing communal 
violence and religious fundamentalism. 

At home it is necessary to wage class 
war to fight against the racist capitalist 
rulers and to fight for workers revolution 
to defeat U.S. imperialism. After the hur­
ricane disaster, we called for trade unions 
to mobilize for the rescue effort and to 
demand a massive rebuilding effort. Pow­
erful unions such as the TWU transit work­
ers and the ILA longshoremen should 
be mobilizing black. white. Latino and 
immigrant workers to organize unions 
in Louisiana. to fight for union jobs 
at good union wages, for public works 
and health care. emergency clothing and 
safety equipment. Such a fight would 
strike a blO\\ against the capitalist bosses 
and the gmernment's attempts to pay 
beIO\\'-prevailing wages on federally fund­
ed construction projects. It is necessary to 
fight for abolishing the capitalist system 
in its entirety. 

Marxism and Black Liberation 
Throughout the history of class soci­

ety, there has been slave and slave mas­
ter. lord and serf. and today there is the 
capitalist class (the bourgeoisie) and the 
working class (the proletariat). In today"s 
society, the bourgeoisie owns all of the 
means of production-the factories, the 
mills. the shops, the plants-along with 
the modes of transportation and all of the 
material resources needed to keep pro­
duction running. The proletariat has its 
labor power, which it must sell to sur­
vive. The bourgeoisie exploits this labor 
power to create profit. 

The state appeared when society first 
divided into classes. The ruling class 
needs a special apparatus of coercion and 
of subjugating the will of others by force. 
Thus in today's society, the working class 
is kept under control by the state. which 
at its core is made up of the cops, the 
military, the courts and prisons, all of 
which exist to uphold the bourgeoisie's 
private property system and keep the 
workers and the rest of the have-nots in 
place. Supplemented ideologically by the 
churches, educational institutions and 
media, the state is used by the ruling class 
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to suppress anger over such conditions as 
the ever-widening gap between the rich 
and the poor. 

In the U.S., key to mobilizing the work­
ing class to smash this system of repres­
sion is the perspective of revolutionary 
integrationism. The Spartacist League's 
program of revolutionary integrationism 
was developed by Richard Fraser when he 
was a membcr of the then-revolutionary 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP). In his 
1953 lectures titled 'The Negro Struggle 
and the Proletarian Revolution" (reprinted 
in Prometheus Research Series No.3, "In 
Memoriam-Richard S. Fraser"), Fraser 
wrote: 

"The racial di\'ision of society was born 
with capitalism and will die" only with 
the death of this last system of exploita­
tion. Before capitalism there was no race 
concept. There was no skin color exploi­
tation, there wa, no race prejudice, there 
was no idea of superiority and inferiority 
based upon physical characteristics. 
"It was the advent of i'Je£ro chattel slav­
ery in the western hemisphere \\ hich first 
divided society into races .... 
"Having he come the imperialist leader of 
the capitalist \\orld, the U.s. exporh race 
prejudice as naturally as it does death 
and destruction to the colonial \\ orld." 

In the years since the civil rights move­
ment of the 1950, and . 60s, the funda­
mental conditions of life for the majority 
of black peoplc. particularly in the key 
areas of employment, housing, wages 
and education, have worsened. Fifty per­
cent of black men are unemployed in 
New York City. There are 9.000 homeless 
black children in the Chicago public 
school system, and many children walk 
out of the metal detectors at their school 
entrances into the metal detectors at the 
entrance of their local and state prisons. In 
cities like Detroit. black ghettos look like 
war zones with dilapidated houses, aban­
doned businesses and armed police 
patrolling the streets looking to kill with 
impunity. For the past 20 years, the "war 
on drugs" has hit black people with a bru­
tal vengeance-a war of police repression 
and imprisonment aimed at the black and 
minority popUlation that has sent almost 
a generation of black men to prison. 
America is as racist today as it ever was. 

In the U.S., black workers have histori­
cally made up a disproportionate percent­
age of the bourgeoisie's reserve army of 

. labor, sought after in times of economic 
boom and war but the first to be laid off 
when times are bad. American black 
workers face pervasive racial oppression 
both on and off the job. And, more and 
more, the black population has become an 

continued on page 10 
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e\ces,. surplus population for the ruling 
class. Will iam Bennett's comment that 
"you could ahort eVl::ry black haby in this 
country. and your crime rate would go 
dov.n" reflech the hourgeoisie's impube 
toward genocide of the black population. 

Howe\er. hlack \vorkers play a stra­
tegic role in thc American economy and 
are represented in union jobs at a higher 
rate than white workers. For the struggle 
for hlack freedom to succeed requires 
struggle by the \\orking class as a \\ hole 
to abolish capitalism and establish in its 

Place an e£alitarian socialist society. Our 
~ ~ 

program of revolutionary integration ism 
is premised upon mobilizing the working 
class to take lip the fight for black lib­
eration-a class-struggle fight to uproot 
the source of black oppression, which is 
capitalism. 

But the struggle of black people in this 
country for freedom, while part of the 
struggle of the working class as a whole. 
is also more than that struggle. Black 
people are an oppressed race-color caste. 
And while there are other racial and eth­
nic minorities. mainly immigrants. who 
also face oppression because of the inher­
ently racist nature of U.S. capitalist soci­
ety, the histories of non-white groups of 
people in this country are not all the 
same. 

The liberal "people of color" rhetoric 
that you hear actually erases the distinct 
history of each racial minority group and 
liquidates the unique aspect of black 
oppression rooted in U.S. history-like 
slavery. like lynching and the Klan. like 
the degradation and humiliation of riding 
in the back of the bus. sitting in the b3ck 
of a restaurant and not being allowed to 
travel or buy a home where you want. 
Dividing the working class along race 
lines is key to maintaining capitalist rule 
in the U.S. Conscious of the social power 
that the proletariat would attain through 
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center of your program. The question of 
black oppression in the United States is 
strategic to the revolutionary task of the 
working class. 

We Are the Party of the 
Russian Revolution 

We base our program on the lessons 
of the Russian Revolution of 1917. The 
October Reyolution. led by the Bolsheyik 
Party under Y. I. Lenin and Leon Trotsky. 
is the only successful workers revolution 
in history. where the working class over­
threw the rule of its capitalist exploiters 
and took power. The October Revolution 
created a workers state based on workers 
councils. or soviets. and ftJrged a Red 
Army that triumphed in war against coun­
terrevolutionary forces backed up by 
world imperialism. 

The early Soviet government expropri­
ated the holdings of the capital ists and 
cancelled the debt owed to the imperial­
ists. It proclaimed the right of working 
people to jobs. health. housing and educa­
tion. and took the first steps toward build­
ing a socialist society. The revolutionary 
government gave land to the peasants and 
self-determination to the many oppressed 
nations of the former tsarist empire. The 
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Canal Street, a central thoroughfare in New Orleans, remains devastated 
nearly three months after Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast. 

unified struggle. the American bourgeoisie 
applies "divide and conquer" strategies. 

In racist capitalist America, the right to 
abortion is under attack. and the fastest­
growing component of rising incarcera­
tion rates is young black and Latina 
women. who are also getting the HIV 
virus and AIDS at a higher rate than 
the rest of the population. Black women 
workers face triple oppression. They 
are oppressed as part of a race-color 
caste. oppressed as women and oppressed 
as workers. In the U.S. and all over 
the world. \\e fight for full equality for 
women and their complete integration 
into the workforce. We call for equal pay 
for equal work and for free. safe abortion 
on demand as part of a free. quality health 
care system. The struggles against exploi­
tation, against women's oppression. against 
racial oppression will advance together or 
fall back separately. Tile working class 
cannot be free unless it fights for black 
.ft ~dom, and you cannot have a workers 
revolution without black freedom at the 
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regime separated church and state and. 
significantly, funded secular education and 
science. promoting a thoroughly mate­
rialist worldview. It eliminated all laws 
discriminating against national and eth­
nic minorities. women and gays. And it 
decreed that abortion be free and legal. 
What made the Russian Revolution suc­
cessful was the leadership of the Bolshe­
vik Party. which fought not only for the 
freedom of those oppressed by capitalist 
rule in Russia but for the emancipation of 
the international proletariat and for a world 
socialist order. 

As re\olutionary internationalists. the 
Bolsheviks uncler Lenin and Trotsky sav. 
that for l' .S. Comlllunists. the fight for 
hlack liberation was a central priority. 
As early as 1920. a main point on the 
agenda of the Second Congress of the 
Communist International was the situa­
tion of black people in America. As James 
Cannon. an early Communist Party (CP) 
leader and later the founder of American 
Trotskyism, wrote in The First Ten Years 

of American ComlllunislII (1962). "The 
main discussions on the Negro question 
took place in Moscow." It was based on 
these discussions and the influence and 
pressure of the Com intern that the Ameri­
can CP of the '20s started to really do 
something to fight black oppression. The 
CP adopted the understanding of the black 
question as a special question of doubly 
exploited second-class citizens. requiring 
a program of special demands as part of 
the overall revolutionary program. 

I hope this paints a clear picture as to 
why we proudly say. "We are the party 
of the Russian Revolution." We militarily 
defended the Soviet Union and its collec­
tivized property system and planned econ­
omy against the imperialists and internal 
counterrevolution. in spite of the bureau­
cratic degeneration of the Soviet Union 
under Stalin beginning in 1923-24. We 
fought for proletarian political revolu­
tion to oust the Stalinist hureaucracy 
and for the extension of the revolution 
worldwide. 

Communism is far from dead. While 
the bourgeoisie has been busy perpetu­
ating the lie about the "death of com­
munism" since the counterrevolutionary 
destruction of the Soviet Union in 1991-
92. it is also actively dusting off its spe­
cial police "red squads." The government 
has also initiated some of the worst attacks 
on democratic rights in recent history. 
such as the USA Patriot Act and the deten­
tion of Jose Padilla. whose case repre­
sents the government asserting its "right" 
to disappear people. and the recent con­
viction of leftist attorney Lynne Stewart 
and new attacks on former B lack Panther 
Party members. All of these attacks are 
ultimately aimed to suppres, the working 
class. 

While the U.S. rulers are nO\\ grabbing 
more of the oil wealth of the Near East. 
their main and ultimate target is the Peo­
ple's Republic of China. by far the larg­
est and strongest of the remaining' states 
where capitalism has been overthrown. 
Capitalist restoration in China. a country 
of over a billion people. would mean 
death and starvation of enormous propor­
tions. China and North Korea are among 
those states explicitly indicated as poten­
tial targets for a U.S. nuclear first strike. 

This makes all the more clear our duty 
to fight for the unconditional military 
defense of the remaining bureaucrati­
cally deformed workers states of China. 
North Korea. Cuba and Vietnam against 
the imperialist powers. And that means 
defending their collectivized economies 
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and the economic and political e:-.propria­
tion of the capitalist class. It also means 
defending the right of :\'orth Korea to 
de\elop nuclear weapons. As we did in 
the former USSR and the East European 
deformed workers state,. we also call for 
proletarian political revolutions to get rid 
of the ruling nationalist hureaucracies. 
whose policies undermine and weaken 
those states. and install governmenh hased 
on workers democracy and re\olutionary 
international ism. 

Trotskyism vs. 
Black Nationalism 

The SWP. formerly the Trotskyist party 
in the U.S .. capitulated to both the liberal 
civil rights leaders and to black national­
ism. They gave up on political combat 
against the black misleaders and on recruit­
ing cadre from a generation of hlack 
youth who were radicalized by the civil 
rights movement. Many of these youth 
became involved with the Black Panther 
Party for Self-Defense. The Black Pan­
ther Party represented the best of a gen­
eration of radical black youth. In high 
schooL when I first became politically 
engaged, I was immediately drawn toward 
learning more about and emulating the 
Panthers. But in regard to the contradic­
tory and radical-nationalist Black Pan­
thers. all you hear about nowadays is their 
free breakfast programs. It wasn't their 
social work that attracted me to them. It 
was their militancy. 

Little do you hear about the militancy 
of the Panther,. That aspect h,h been 
whitewashed hy Hollywood and the lih­
erals. who'd ha\ e you belie\e that the 
Panthers were the Black Panthcr Part) 
for Social Welfare and not the Black 
Panther Party for Self-Defen,e. Little 
do vou hear ahout their llffer to send 
troops to Vietnam to assi,t in the fight 
against U.S. imperialism. ahout how the) 
initially organized independently of the 
Democrats and Republicans. or about 
how they advocated armed self-defense 
against racist attacks. HowC\er. the 
Panthers rejected mobilizing the revolu­
tionary power of the multiracial prole­
tariat to fight black oppression. 

Some of the key leaders Jnd groups. 
such as the Black Panthers. that came out 
of the Black Power movement became 
self-avowed black nationalists. But black 
people are not oppressed as a nation. There 
is no economic basis for a separate. inde­
pendent black economy. Black national­
ism is utopian: it's pseudo-nationalism. 
But even such a form of nationalism is 
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divisive and interferes with the develop­
ment of class consciousness. 

The Panthers were. in fact, confined 
by a sectoralist perspective of blacks 
liberating blacks. Latinos liherating Lati­
nos, A~ians liberating Asians. etc .. and 
lacked an internationalist class-struggle 
program. Black workers have an excep­
tional role to play in the re\olutionary 
stnlggle to smash capitalist \\age slav­
er). Becaw .. e of their po~ition as both the 
1110st oppressed and the Illost eonsciow, 
la) er of the prnletariat. biac k workers are 
slated to be a key factor in the COIll­
ing American re\·olution. B) rejecting a 
\\ orki ng-c1ass perspecti ve. the Panther 
leaders cut themseln:s olT from becoming 
leaders in the ,tnIggle for socialist re\()­
iution internationally. 

V K. Bulla Wide World 

The lack of ~l \\orking-class orienta­
tiun also made the Panthers more \ul­
nerable to FBI director 1. Edgar Hoover's 
COINTELPRO, or Counter-Intelligence 
Program, which was originally set up in 
1956 against the Communist Party but 
was revived particularly to murderously 
repress and disrupt the Panthers. Some 
233 out of the 295 FBI COINTELPRO 
actions against black organizations were 
against the Panthers. At least 38 Panthers 
were murdered by agents of this racist 

, Left: Bolshevik leader V.1. Lenin addreSSing Second Congress of Communist International, 1920. Right: Black poet 
Claude McKay speaking on racial oppression in U.S. at Cl's Fourth Congress, 1922. 

and Latino youth. While he pardoned his 
capitalist crooks and cronies on his way 
out of the office. he made doubly sure that 
innocent political prisoner and American 
Indian Movement activist Leonard Peltier 
was not to be freed. Clinton paved the 
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e<lpitalist state through the inqrument of 
COINTELPRO. 

Today numerous former Panthers 
remain locked up in prison dungeons. The 
remnants of COINTELPRO remain with 
the capitalist state's attempt to execute 
fonner Panther and innocent death row 
prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal. Mumia's case 
is a signature political frame-up spanning 
both Bush administrations, the Clinton 
administration. back into the Reagan 
years. Today COINTELPRO has been 
repackaged. A clear example of this was 
the recent FBI killing in Puerto Rico of 
Filibcrto Ojeda Rlos. the Puerto Rican 
i ndepemknce fighter who was gunned 
down by agents of the capitalist state and 
then left for 12 hours to hleed to death. 

Break with the Democrats! 
As uutrage 0\ er Ne\\ Orleans and the 

blood) occupation of Iraq fuels popular 
opposition t(l the Bush administration. the 
Democratic Party hopes to further its 
electoral fortunes. /\t the refllrmiq-Ied 
Septemher 24 rail;, against the Iraq occu­
pation in \Vashington. D.C .. and at Louis 
FarraJ...han·s October 15 D.C. "Millions 
More March." Jes,e Jackson proclaimed 
the need to taKe back the White House in 
2008. And be I ieve me, he didn't have 
the Parliament/Funkadclic conception of 
painting the White HOllse black. 

The Democratic Party is no friend of 
black people and labor. It \\as Clinton 
\\ ho enacted .. the end of \\elfare as we 
know it:' leaving hoth blacK and white 
poor families \\ithout access to food and 
medical care. Clinton abo presided O\er 
a huge increase in incarceration of black 
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way for Bush's Iraq war through eight 
years of regular bombing attacks and 
through continuing the stanation em­
bargo that led to the deaths of some 
1.5 million Iraqis. He also helped pave 
the way for Bush's "war on terror" at 
home with the Antiterrorism and Effec­
tive Death Penalty Act of 1996. 

But it wasn't just the Clinton-era Demo­
cratic Party that was racist and blood­
thirsty. The Democratic Party oversaw 
the Korean War, the Vietnam War and the 
Bay of Pigs imasion of Cuba. It was the 
Congressional Black Caucus that in 1998 
voted along with the rest of Congress to 
have A ,sata Shakur extradited from Cuba. 
It was black Democratic mayor Wilson 
Goode, \vorking with the federal govern­
ment. who ordered that a bomb be dropped 
on the MOVE home in Philadelphia in 
1985. killing eleven black women. men 
and children. And more recently, it was 
blaCK Democratic mayor .lack Ford of 
Toledo. Ohio. \\ho called black protesters 
against the Nazis a violent group of gangs 
and llnleashed police terror to subdue 
them. 

A fighting labor movement will not be 
forged through impotent appeals to the 
Democrats but through sharp struggles to 
break with such representatives of the 
capitalist clas;. enemy. That means seeing 
that the Democrats are the alternate party 

NYC NOTICE 
The New York Spartacist League's 
public office will not be open on 
Saturday, November 26. 

of capitalist rule and thus ewry bit as 
much a part of the problem as the Repub­
licans-even more so because there is an 
element of trickery in their posture as 
friends of labor and the oppressed. What 
we need is a revolutionary workers party 
that stands up for labor rights, black 
rights. immigrant rights. women's rights 
and gay rights. 

It is not just that union leaders tie 
workers to the Democrats. Tailing them 
are reformist so-called socialist groups 
like the Workers World Party and their 
ANSWER coalition and the International 
Socialist Organization. Each of them has 
at one time or another given support to 
Democratic or other capitalist politicians 
like the Greens. Even the ultrarevolutionary­
sounding Progressive Labor Party has 
acknowledged in its paper that its sup­
porters have campaigned for Democrats 
Dennis Kucinich and Barack Obama. 

The lifework of groups like the Work­
ers World Party/ANSWER is protest poli­
tics within the framework of bourgeois 
··democracy." Fundamentally. they believe 
that the capitalist system can be reformed. 
Opposed to revolutionary Marxism and 
a working-class perspective. such groups 
organize ma~si\'e rallies to pre~sure what­
ever White House administration is in 
office to give money for food and education 
not war. If you've ever talKed to some of 
these activists. they will near-unanimously 
tell you that we ha\'e to do something now, 
and the fight for socialist revolution is 
too far down the road. I guess by doing 
something now they mean pushing for cer­
tain capitalist politicians to get into office 
and then begging them for handouts. In 
many ways they. too. have bought into 
the "death of communism" phenomenon. 
Some. such as the ISO. cheered for coun­
terrevolution in the USSR. 

That brings me to what to do now. 
What has to be done now is to organize 
the working class indeps;ndently of the 
capitalist class. This means breaking with 
the Democratic Party and fighting for a 
workers party that champions the cause of 
all the oppressed. In the U.S .. it's neces­
sary to combat anti-black racism in all 
spheres, including among immigrants. in 
addition to combating the anti-immigrant 
chauvinism that exists among black 
people. We also have to intervene into 
working-class struggles with the slogan, 
"Full citizenship rights for all immi­
grants!" We have to organize the working 
class now to defend Mumia Abu-Jamal 
from execution by the capitalist state. The 
working class must be mobilized, on the 
basis of no illusions in the capitalist 
courts, to demand that the raciq death 
penalty be abolished and that Mumia be 
freed now! 

For revolutionaries. Marxism is a liv­
ing science and a guide to action. Revo­
lutionary situations occur rarely in history. 
and we must he theoretically and politi­
cally prepared. Our object is not simply 
to understand the world but to change it. 
But to be able to change it requires that we 
haw a le\er to effect revolution. to rip up 
this rotten social system that more and 
more threatens destruction. if not extinc­
tion. for humankind. That lever is a work­
ers party of the Leninist type, organized 
in a democratic-centralist Fourth Interna­
tional. Such a party cannot be simply pro­
claimed but must be forged in struggle. 

Without the leadership of a re\olution­
ary party. the wor).;ing class cannot wrest 
power from the bourgeoisie. Thus most 
importantly. if you want to get rid of capi­
talism. join the reyolutionary internation­
alist Spartacist League or the Spartacus 
Youth Club. our youth auxiliary .• 

--- SPARTACIST LEAGUE/U.S. --­
Local Directory. and Public Offices 

Web site: www.icl-fi.org • E-mail address:vanguard@tiac.net 
National Office: Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116 (212) 732·7860 

Boston 
Box 390840, Central Sta. 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
(617) 666·9453 
bostonsyc@yahoo.com 

Chicago 
Box 6441, Main PO 
Chicago, IL 60680 
(312) 563-0441 
chicagospartacist@ 
sbcglobal.net 

Public Office: 

Los Angeles 
Box 29574. Los Feliz Sta. 
Los Angeles, CA 90029 
(213) 380-8239 
slsycla@sbcglobal.net 
Public Office: Sat. 2-5 p.m. 
3806 Beverly Blvd., Room 215 

New York 
Box 3381, Church St. Sta. 
New York, NY 10008 
(212) 267-1025 
nysl@compuserve.com 

Oakland 
Box 29497 
Oakland, CA 94604 
(510) 839·0851 
slbayarea@ 
sbcglobal.net 

Public Office: 
Sat. 1-5 p.m. 
1634 Telegraph 
3rd Floor 

San Francisco 
Box 77494 

Sat. 2-5 p.m. 
222 S. Morgan 
(Buzzer 23) 

Public Office: 
Sat. 1-4 p.m. 
299 Broadway. Suite 318 

San Francisco. CA 94107 
slbayarea@ 
sbcglobal.net 

TROTSKYIST LEAGUE OF CANADA/LiGUE TROTSKYSTE DU CANADA 

Toronto 
Box 7198. Station A 
Toronto, ON M5W 1 X8 
(416) 593·4138 
spartcan@on.aibn.com 

Vancouver 
Box 2717. Main PO. 
Vancouver, Be V6B 3X2 
(604) 687·0353 
tllt@look.ca 
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NYC Transit: Jobs, Health Care, Pensions on the Line 

TWU Must Fight Bosses' Attacks! 
NEW YORK CITY-With the contract 
between Transport Workers Union (TWU) 
Local 100 and the Metropolitan Trans­
portation Authority (MTA) expiring on 
December 15, the transit bosses are gun­
ning for major givebacks from the union's 
33,000 subway and bus workers. The 
j'dTA typically tries to conceal enormous 
budget surpluses as it works to 
squeeze the union for concessions. 
But the MTA is only too ready to fat­
ten the pocketbooks of its real estate 
buddies, as seen last year when it 
offered to sell property on Manhat­
tan's West Side worth nearly $1 bil­
lion to dcvelopers for $21 ° million. 
With this year's contract negotiations 
proceeding, the MTA hilS a surplus of 
O\er $1 billion that's just too big to 
hide. Even so, the bosses are demand­
ing major conce,sions that would 
lead directly to fewer jobs and higher 
health care co,ts for workers as well 
as an additional tier of workers with 
inferior benefits. 

The attacks on the TV/U are part of 
a class war by the capitalist rulers 
against working pcople in the U.S. 
and internationally. The same capital­
ist gO\('rnment that launched the 
imperialist wars against Afghanistan 
and Iraq left masses of black poor and 
others to die in :-Jew Orleans. Now 
man) Hurricane Katrina survivors are 
threatened with e\ iction from the 
meager shelter they managed to get 
in other areas, while many also still 
remain without jobs. With help from 
the courts. United and Northwest air­
line, and auto parts maker Delphi have 
declared bankruptcy in order to annul pen­
sion plans and tear up union contracts. 
part of a broad as,ault on wages and 
health care and other benefits. To the para­
sitic capitalists, pensions have become 
outmoded and outlandish perks: workers 
should simply work like sla\es. then die. 

It's time that labur waged some class 
struggle against these assaults. Earlier 
this month, over 5,000 Philadelphia transit 
workers in TWU Local 234 and United 
Tran<;portation Union Local 1594 \vaged 
a lllle-v.eek strike that blocked the bosse~' 
dri\ e to make worker, pay thou,ands in 
hcalth care prel~UI1l' (<;ee "Philly Transit 
Strike Beats Back Bm,es' Assault," WV 
No. 858, II NO\embcr). Although some 
concessions were made, the strike fended 
off the bosses' most onerous deman(b. 
sho\\ing that unions have the power to 
fight back. 

TWU Local 100 mu,t fight the MTA's 
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union-busting multi-tier system. If the 
TWU gives in to the MTA's current 
demand, new-hires would be forced to 
pay health care premiums for the first 
time and would have to work an addi­
tional seven years to qualify for a pension. 
The company's attempt to pit younger 
w'orkers against older workers must be 

the MTA's modernization schemes are 
intended only to save them money by 
getting rid of workers, simultaneously 
making the subways more dangerous for 
both workers and passengers. The MTA 
wants to remove station agents from the 
token booths, which would frequently 
leave passengers without assistance, par-

March 2001 TWU rally to defend health benefits fund. 

answered with the elementary union prin­
ciple of "equal pay for equal work," rein­
forcing the union solidarity needed to 
defend all workers. Sanitation workers. 
firefighters and several other NYC public 
employee unions ha\'e recently negotiated 
contracts that stiff new-hires v.ith lower 
pay packages in return for long-delayed 
wage hikes that barely cover inflation. 
The !\ITA i~ also reportedly going after 
the workers' right to change job locations. 
while demanding an ex.pamion of "broad­
banding." Under this scheme. worker, do 
se\ eral types of work rather than stick to 
what's in their current job title. leading to 
a reduced workforce carrying heavier 
workloads in 1110re dangerous conditions. 

The MTA also \\ants to reduce the 
workforce by introducing new technology 
that would ,upposedl) make many work­
ers redundant. The decaying. century-old 
subway network dues need to be modern­
ized and mack safer: 21 workers have died 
on the job in the last t\\ 0 decades. But 

16 December 
2002: Local 100 
president Roger 
Toussaint 
embracing MTA 
chairman Peter 
Kalikow after 
announcement of 
contract sellout. 

ticularly for emergencies. The transit 
bosses arc also aiming to remove con­
ductors from the trains by implementing 
the computer-operated One Person Train 
Operation system. L'nder capitalism. the 
introduction of new technology, which 
should benefit the whole of society. is 
inevitably used to eliminate jobs. The labor 
mO\ ement should counter this b) fighting 
for a shorter workweek \Iith no loss in 
pay. to divide up the work and provide 
more johs, 

If the MTA in,ists on hardlining its 
giveback clemands, then the TWLJ mu,t 
be prepared to re~ist \\ ith all its might. 
The union's power to do so ultimately 
resides in its ability to shut the city down 
by mobilizing its memhership to strike. 
Transi t worker, did this succe,sfully in 
1966. and also struck in 1980 before 
being sold out by the union misleaders. 
But they aho know they are saddled with 
the ~tate's Taylor Law, which was creatcd 
to shackle unions by outlawing public 
employee strikes. The right to strike can 
only be won through hard struggle in defi­
ance of anti-labor laws. Key to smashing 
the Taylor Law is forging a fighting alli­
ance with all of ~YC labor at the head of 
the city's working masses and its ghetto 
and barriu poor. 

Workers Need 
Class-Struggle Leadership 

To re\er,e the decades of attacks on 
labor will require the kind of class strug­
gle that built the industrial unions. Labor 
needs a leadership that understands that 
the interests of the \\ orking class and the 
capitalist class are completely counter­
posed. and that labor must be politically 
independent from the capitalist Demo­
cratic and Repuhlican parties. 

Local 100 president Roger Toussaint, 
who won office with phony credentials 
as a "'militant" alternative to the con­
servative TWU "'old guard," has strength­
ened the chains binding the union to the 
exploiters. Toussaint supports Democrats 
like Hillary Clinton, who in 1999 explic­
itly supported the use of the Taylor Law 

against a possible TWU strike. Last 
year the TWU International threw its 
support to John Kerry, and the AFL­
CIO tops spent millions in union 
dues on his failed presidential bid. 
This year the Local 100 tops hustled 
votes in the mayoral election for Fer­
nando Ferrer. a man who declared 
that the NYPD committed no crime 
by its coldblooded killing of African 
immigrant Amadou Diallo. 

Pouring lInion resources into the 
coffers of capitalist politicians-a 
clear expression of the labor bureauc­
racy's acceptance of the entire cap­
italist system-is the antithesis of 
what workers need. A cla<;s-struggle 
labor leadership v. ould break the 
unions' ties to the Democrats and 
support the building of a \vorkers 
party that fights for a workers govern­
ment. It would also break from the 
labor bureaucracy's criminal sUfJport 
to the gmernment's "war on terror." 
which is nothing but a pretext for bru­
tal imperial ist war in Afghanistan 
and Iraq and for cracking down on 
immigrants and opponents of govern­
ment policy at home. The govern-
ment's repressive measures attack 

fundamental democratic rights and are 
particularly aimed at suppressing the 
black population and regimenting the 
entire working class. That the "war on ter­
ror" takes aim at unions was graphically 
demonstrated during the transit contract 
struggle in 2002, \\hen the gutter press 
terrorist-baited the T\VlT for threatening 
to strike. 

Toussaint enthusiasticall) ,igned on to 
the "anti-terror" dri\e, working to turn 
union memher, into auxiliarie, of the 
racist cops. FolIO\\ing the criminal Lon­
don transit bombings in Jul). 11K' Local 
100 bureaucrac} offered that "transit 
worker, are in a position tu spot ,>uspi­
cious acti\ it\ ill the <;\,tem" ,lnd herated . . 
the \1TA for Ilot training trall,it \1 urkc:rs 
to do that (L(I('ul J ()() Lr/'}'c II. August 
20051. Tou,,,aillt pn)\ ilkd uni(ln fund, to 
hire hraeli and other "countc:r-tcrrnri,m" 
experts to "train" L(ll'al ]O() lllembers. 

Thc crackd\l\\ n un "tcrrt1r su,pect-;" 
following the London bombings hrought 
nothing hut more viciOLI' racist repre,· 
sion, ,\', cops tloockd suhl\ a) ,utions and 
other tran,it Lll'iJitie,. In London on Juh 
22. police jumped a \Iorker from BraLil. 
Jean Charle, de \lcnCles. \1 ho \1 a, sitting 
in a suh\\a\ car. and C\ecuted him \\ it;l 
sewn shOh to the head. In ;\YC un J uh 
24. a police S\\AT team dragged several 
men frolll Britain of Paki,tani origin uff:l 
tourist hus in \lidtO\\n lVIanhatlan. hand­
cuffed them. forced them to kneel and 
searched their bags before finally releas­
ing them. 

Tou"aint and the labor bureaucracy as 
a Vlhole criminally embrace thc raci,t 
cop" as un ion brothers. Thus Tuu-,sai nl 
tout, Patrick Lynch of the 1\'e\\ York 
Patrolmen's Benevolent Association as 
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