


























Black Liberation...

{continued from page 9)

excess. surplus population for the ruling
class. William Bennett's comment that
“vou could abort every black baby in this
country. and your crime rate would go
down™ reflects the bourgeoisie’s impulse
toward genocide of the black population.

However. black workers play a stra-
tegic role in the American economy and
are represented in union jobs at a higher
rate than white workers. For the struggle
for black freedom to succeed requires
struggle by the working class as a whole
to abolish capitalism and establish in its
place an egalitarian socialist society. Our
program of revolutionary integrationism
is premised upon mobilizing the working
class to take up the fight for black lib-
eration—a class-struggle fight to uproot
the source of black oppression, which is
capitalism.

But the struggle of black people in this
country for freedom, while part of the
struggle of the working class as a whole,
is also more than that struggle. Black
people are an oppressed race-color caste.
And while there are other racial and eth-
nic minorities, mainly immigrants, who
also face oppression because of the inher-
ently racist nature of U.S. capitalist soci-
ety, the histories of non-white groups of
people in this country are not all the
same.

The liberal “people of color” rhetoric
that you hear actually erases the distinct
history of each racial minority group and
liquidates the unique aspect of black
oppression rooted in U.S. history—Iike
slavery. like Iynching and the Klan, like
the degradation and humiliation of riding
in the back of the bus, sitting in the back
of a restaurant and not being allowed to
travel or buy a home where you want.
Dividing the working class along race
lines is key to maintaining capitalist rule
in the U.S. Conscious of the social power
that the proletariat would attain through

unified struggle, the American bourgeoisie
applies “divide and conquer™ strategies.
In racist capitalist America, the right to
abortion is under attack, and the fastest-
growing component of rising incarcera-
tion rates is young black and Latina
women, who are also getting the HIV
virus and AIDS at a higher rate than
the rest of the population. Black women
workers face triple oppression. They
are oppressed as part of a race-color
caste, oppressed as women and oppressed
as workers. In the: U.S. and all over
the world, we fight for full equality for
women and their complete integration
into the workforce. We call for equal pay
for equal work and for free. safe abortion
on demand as part of a free, quality health
care system. The struggles against exploi-
tation, againgt women's Oppression. aguinst
racial oppression will advance together or
fall back separately. The working class
cannot be free unless it fights for black
re :dom, and you cannot have a workers
revolution without black freedom at the
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center of your program. The question of
black oppression in the United States is
strategic to the revolutionary task of the
working class.

We Are the Party of the
Russian Revolution

- We base our program on the lessons
of the Russian Revolution of 1917. The
October Revolution, led by the Bolshevik
Party under V. I. Lenin and Leon Trotsky.
is the only successful workers revolution
in history. where the working class over-
threw the rule of its capitalist exploiters
and took power. The October Revolution
created a workers state based on workers
councils, or soviets, and forged a Red
Army that triumphed in war against coun-
terrevolutionary forces backed up by
world imperialism.

The early Soviet government expropri-
ated the holdings of the capitalists and
cancelled the debt owed to the imperial-

_ists. It proclaimed the right of working
people to jobs, health, housing and educa-
tion. and took the first steps toward build-
ing a socialist society. The revolutionary
government gave land to the peasants and
self-determination to the many oppressed
nations of the former tsarist empire. The
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Canal Street, a central thoroughfare in New Orleans, remains devastated
nearly three months after Hurricane Katrina hit the Guif Coast.

regime separated church and state and,
significantly, funded secular education and
science, promoting a thoroughly mate-
rialist worldview. It eliminated all laws
discriminating against national and eth-
nic minorities, women and gays. And it
decreed that abortion be free and legal.
What made the Russian Revolution suc-
cessful was the leadership of the Bolshe-
vik Party. which fought not only for the
freedom of those oppressed by capitalist
rule in Russia but for the emancipation of
the international proletariat and for a world
socialist order.

As revolutionary internationalists, the
Bolsheviks under Lenin and Trotsky saw
that for U.S. Communists, the fight for
black liberation was a central priority.
As early as 1920. a main point on the
agenda of the Second Congress of the
Communist International was the situa-
tion of black people in America. As James
Cannon. an early Communist Party (CP)
leader and later the founder of American
Trotskyism, wrote in The First Ten Years

of American Communism (1962), “The
main discussions on the Negro question
took place in Moscow.” It was based on
these discussions and the influence and
pressure of the Comintern that the Ameri-
can CP of the "20s started to really do
something to fight black oppression. The
CP adopted the understanding of the black
question as a special question of doubly
exploited second-class citizens. requiring
a program of special demands as part of
the overall revolutionary program.

I hope this paints a clear picture as to
why we proudly say. “We are the party
of the Russian Revolution.” We militarily
defended the Soviet Union and its collec-
tivized property system and planned econ-
omy against the imperialists and internal
counterrevolution, in spite of the bureau-
cratic degeneration of the Soviet Union
under Stalin beginning in 1923-24. We
fought for proletarian political revolu-
tion to oust the Stalinist bureaucracy
and for the extension of the revolution
worldwide.

Communism is far from dead. While
the bourgeoisie has been busy perpetu-
ating the lie about the “death of com-
munism” since the counterrevolutionary
destruction of the Soviet Union in 1991-
92, it is also actively dusting off its spe-
cial police “red squads.” The government
has also initiated some of the worst attacks
on democratic rights in recent history.
such as the USA Patriot Act and the deten-
tion of Jose Padilla, whose case repre-
sents the government asserting its “right”
to disappear people. and the recent con-
viction of leftist attorney Lynne Stewart
and new attacks on former Black Panther
Party members. All of these attacks are
ultimately aimed to suppress the working
class. ,

While the U.S. rulers are now grabbing
more of the oil wealth ot the Near East.
their main and ultimate target is the Peo-
ple’s Republic ot China. by far the larg-
est and strongest of the remaining states
where capitalism has been overthrown.
Capitalist restoration in China, a country
of over a billion people. would mean
death and starvation of enormous propor-
tions. China and North Korea are amorig
those states explicitly indicated as poten-
tial targets for a U.S. nuclear first strike.

This makes all the more clear our duty
to fight for the unconditional military
defense of the remaining bureaucrati-
cally deformed workers states of China,
North Korea, Cuba and Vietnam against
the imperialist powers. And that means
defending their collectivized economies
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Far left: Black
Panther leader
Huey Newton.
Left: 1970 police
raid on New

- Orleans Panther
office, part of
murderous
government
vendetta.

and the economic and political expropria-
tion of the capitalist class. It also means
defending the right of North Korea to
develop nuclear weapons. As we did in
the former USSR and the East European
deformed workers states. we also call for
proletarian political revolutions to get rid
of the ruling nationalist bureaucracies,
whose policies undermine and weaken
those states. and install governments based
on workers democracy and revolutionary
internationalism.

Trotskyism vs.
Black Nationalism

The SWP, formerly the Trotskyist party
in the U.S.. capitulated to both the liberal
civil rights leaders and to black national-
ism. They gave up on political combat
against the black misleaders and on recruit-
ing cadre from a generation of black
youth who were radicalized by the civil
rights movement. Many of these youth
became involved with the Black Panther
Party for Self-Defense. The Black Pun-
ther Party represented the best of a gen-
eration of radical black youth. In high
school, when 1 first became politically
engaged, I was immediately drawn toward
learning more about and emulating the
Panthers. But in regard to the contradic-
tory and radical-nationalist Black Pan-
thers, all you hear about nowadays is their
free breakfast programs. It wasn't their
social work that attracted me to them. It
was their militancy.

Little do you hear about the militancy
of the Panthers. That aspect has becen
whitewashed by Hollywood and the lib-
erals. who'd have vou believe that the
Panthers were the Black Panther Party
for Social Welfare and not the Black
Panther Party for Self-Detense. Little
do vou hear about their offer to send
troops to Vietnam to assist in the fight
against U.S. imperialism. about how they
initially organized independently of the
Democrats and Republicans. or about
how they advocated armed self-defense
against racist attacks. However. the
Panthers rejected mobilizing the revolu-
tionary power of the multiracial prole-
tariat to fight black oppression.

Some of the key leaders and groups,
such as the Black Panthers, that came out
of the Black Power movement became
self-avowed black nationalists. But black
people are not oppressed as a nation. There
1s no economic basis for a separate, inde-
pendent black economy. Black national-
ism is utopian: it’s pseudo-nationalism.
But even such a form of nationalism is
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divisive and interferes with the develop-
ment of class consciousness.

The Panthers were. in fact, confined
by a sectoralist perspective of blacks
liberating blacks. Latinos liberating Lati-
nos, Asians liberating Asians. etc.. and
lucked an internationalist class-struggle
program. Black workers have an excep-
tional role to play in the revolutionary
struggle to smash capitalist wage slav-
ery. Because of their position as both the
most oppressed and the most conscious
layver of the proletariat. biack workers are
slated to be a key factor in the com-
ing American revolution. By rejecting a
working-class perspective. the Panther
leaders cut themselves off from becoming
leaders in the struggle for socialist revo-
lution internationally.

The lack of & working-ctass orienta-
tion also made the Panthers more vul-
nerable to FBI director J. Edgar Hoover's
COINTELPRO, or Counter-Intelligence
Program, which was originally set up in
1956 against the Communist Party but
was revived particularly to murderously
repress and disrupt the Panthers. Some
233 out of the 295 FBI COINTELPRO
actions against black organizations were
against the Panthers. At least 38 Panthers
were murdered by agents of this racist

iotiize abor and Blacks
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capitalist state through the instrument of
COINTELPRO.

Today numecrous former Panthers
remain locked up in prison dungeons. The
remnants of COINTELPRO remain with
the capitalist state’s attempt to execute -
former Panther and innocent death row
prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal. Mumia’s case
is a signature political frame-up spanning
both Bush administrations, the Clinton
administration, back into the Reagan
vears. Today COINTELPRO has been
repackaged. A clear example of this was
the recent FBI killing in Puerto Rico of
Filiberto Ojeda Rios. the Puerto Rican
independence fighter who was gunned
down by agents of the capitalist state and
then feft for 12 hours to bleed to death.

Break with the Democrats!

As outrage over New Orleans and the
bloody occupation of Iraq fuels popular
opposition to the Bush administration, the
Democratic Party hopes to turther its
electoral fortunes. At the reformist-led
September 24 rally against the Iraq occu-
pation in Washington, D.C., and at Louis
Farrukhan™s October 15 D.C. "Millions
More March.” Jesse Jackson proclaimed
the need to take back the White House in
2008. And believe me, he didn't have
the Parliament/Funkadelic conception of
painting the White House black.

The Democratic Party is no friend of
black people and Jabor. Tt was Clinton
who enacted “the end of welfare as we
know 1.7 leaving both black and white
poor familics without access to food and
medical care. Clinton also presided over
a huge increase in incarceration of black
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Claude McKay speaking on racial oppression in U.S. at Cl’s Fourth Gongress, 1922.

and Latino youth. While he pardoned his
capitalist crooks and cronies on his way
out of the office, he made doubly sure that
innocent political prisoner and American
Indian Movement activist Leonard Peltier
was not to be freed. Clinton paved the

Detroit, 1979:
SL-initiated protest
stopped Klan from
celebrating
massacre of civil
rights and labor
activists in
Greensboro, N.C.
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way for Bush's Iraq war through eight
years of regular bombing attacks and
through continuing the starvation em-
bargo that led to the deaths of some
1.5 million Iraqgis. He also helped pave
the way for Bush’s “war on terror” at
home with the Antiterrorism and Etfec-
tive Death Penalty Act of 1996.

But it wasn't just the Clinton-era Demo-
cratic Party that was racist and blood-
thirsty. The Democratic Party oversaw
the Korean War, the Vietnam War and the
Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba. It was the
Congressional Black Caucus that in 1998
voted along with the rest of Congress to
have Assata Shakur extradited from Cuba.
It was black Democratic mayor Wilson
Goode. working with the federal govern-
ment. who ordered that a bomb be dropped
on the MOVE home in Philadelphia in
1985, killing eleven black women, men
and children. And more recently. it was
black Democratic mayor Jack Ford of
Toledo. Ohto. who called black protesters
against the Nazis a violent group of gangs
and unleashed police terror to subdue
them.

A fighting labor movement will not be
forged through impotent appeals to the
Democrats but through sharp struggles to
break with such representatives. of the
capitalist class enemy. That means seeing
that the Democrats are the alternate party

NYC NOTICE ~

The New York Spartacist League’s
public office will not be open on
Saturday, November 26.

of capitalist rule and thus every bit as
much a part of the problem as the Repub-
licans—even more so because there is an
element of trickery in their posture as
friends of labor and the oppressed. What
we need is a revolutionary workers party
that stands up for labor rights, black
rights, immigrant rights, women’s rights
and gay rights.

It is not just that union leaders tie
workers to the Democrats. Tailing them
are reformist so-called socialist groups
like the Workers World Party and their
ANSWER coalition and the International
Socialist Organization. Each of them has
at one time or another given support to
Democratic or other capitalist politicians
like the Greens. Even the ultrarevolutionary-
sounding Progressive Labor Party has
acknowledged in its paper that its sup-
porters have campaigned for Democrats

-Dennis Kucinich and Barack Obama.

The lifework of groups like the Work-
ers World Party/ANSWER is protest poli-
tics within the framework of bourgeois
“democracy.” Fundamentally. they believe
that the capitalist system can be reformed.
Opposed to revolutionary Marxism and
a working-class perspective. such groups
organize massive rallies to pressure what-
ever White House administration is in
office to give money tor food and cducation
not war. If you've ever talked to some of
these activists, they will near-unanimously
tell you that we have to do something now,
and the fight for socialist revolution is
too far down the road. 1 guess by doing
something now they mean pushing for cer-
tain capitalist politicians to get into office
and then begging them for handouts. In
many ways they. too. have bought into
the “death of communism” phenomenon.
Some. such as the ISO. cheered for coun-
terrevolution in the USSR.

That brings me to what to do now.
What has to be done now is to organize
the working class indepgndently of the
capitalist class. This means breaking with
the Democratic Party and fighting for a
workers party that champions the cause of
all the oppressed. In the U.S., it’s neces-
sary to combat anti-black racism in all
spheres, including among immigrants, in
addition to combating the anti-immigrant
chauvinism that exists among black
people. We also have to intervenc into
working-class struggles with the slogan,
“Full citizenship rights for all immi-
grants!” We have to organize the working
class now to defend Mumia Abu-Jamal
from execution by the capitalist state. The
working class must be mobilized, on the
basis of no illusions in the capitalist
courts, to demand that the racist death
penalty be abolished and that Mumia be
freed now!

For revolutionaries. Marxism is a liv-
ing science and a guide to action. Revo-
lutionary situations occur rarely in history.
and we must be theoretically and poliu-
cally prepared. Our object is not simply
to understand the world but to change it.
But to be able to change it requires that we
have a lever to effect revolution. to rip up
this rotten social system that more and
more threatens destruction. if not extinc-
tion. for humankind. That fever is a work-
ers party of the Leninist type, organized
in a democratic-centralist Fourth Interna-
tional. Such a party cannot be simply pro-
claimed but must be forged in struggle.

Without the leadership of a revolution-
ary party, the working class cannot wrest
power from the bourgeoisie. Thus most
importantly. if youwant to get rid of capi-
talism. join the revolutionary internation-
alist Spartacist League or the Spartacus
Youth Club. our youth auxiliary.®
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NYC Transit: Jobs, Health Care, Pensions on the Line

NEW YORK CITY—With the contract
between Transport Workers Union (TWU)
Local 100 and the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority (MTA) expiring on
December 15, the transit bosses are gun-
ning for major givebacks from the union’s
33,000 subway and bus workers. The
MTA typically tries to conceal enormous
budget surpluses as it works to
squeeze the union for concessions.
But the MTA is only too ready to fat-
ten the pocketbooks of its real estate
buddies, as scen last year when it
oftered to sell property on Manhat-
tan’s West Side worth nearly $1 bil-
lion to developers for $210 million.
With this year’s contract negotiations
proceeding. the MTA has a surplus of
over $1 billion that’s just too big to
hide. Even so, the bosses are demand-
ing major concessions that would
lead directly to fewer jobs and higher
health care costs for workers as well
as an additional tier of workers with
inferior benefits.

The attacks on the TWU are part of
a class war by the capitalist rulers
against working people in the U.S.
and internationally. The same capital-
ist government that launched the
imperialist wars against Afghanistan
and Iraq left masses of black poor and
others to die in New Orleans. Now
many Hurricane Katrina survivors are
threatcned with eviction from the
meager shelter they managed to get
in other areas. while many also still
remain without jobs. With help from
the courts. United and Northwest air-
lines and auto parts maker Delphi have
declared bankruptey in order to annul pen-
sion plans and tear up union contracts.
part of a broad assault on wages and
health care and other benefits. To the para-
sitic capitalists, pensions have become
outmoded and outlandish perks: workers
should simply work like slaves. then die.

It’s time that labor waged some class
struggle against these assaults. Earlier
this month, over 5.000 Philadelphia transit
workers in TWU Local 234 and United
Transportation Union Local 1594 waged
a one-week strike that blocked the bosses’
drive to make workers pay thousands in
health care premiums (see “Philly Transit
Strike Beats Back Bosses™ Assault” WV
No. 858, 11 November). Although some
concessions were made, the strike fended
off the bosses” most onerous demands.
showing that unions have the power to
fight back.

TWU Local 100 must fight the MTA’s
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union-busting multi-tier system. If the
TWU gives in to the MTA’s current
demand, new-hires would be forced to
pay health care premiums for the first
time and would have to work an addi-
tional seven years to qualify for a pension.
The company’s attempt to pit younger
workers against older workers must be

answered with the elementary union prin-
ciple of equal pay for equal work.” rein-
forcing the union solidarity needed to
defend all workers. Sanitation workers.
firefighters and several other NYC public
employee unions have recently negotiated
contracts that stiff new-hires with lower
pay packages in return for long-delayed
wage hikes that barely cover inflation.
The MTA is also reportedly going after
the workers’ right to change job locations.
while demanding an expansion of “broad-
banding.” Under this scheme, workers do
several types of work rather than stick to
what's in their current job title. leading to
a reduced workforce carrying heavier
workloads in more dangerous conditions.

The MTA also wants to reduce the
workforce by introducing new technology
that would supposedly make many work-
ers redundant. The decaying, century-old
subway network does need to be modern-
ized and made safer: 21 workers have died
on the job in the last two decades. But
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16 December
2002: Local 100
president Roger
Toussaint
embracing MTA
chairman Peter
Kalikow after
announcement of
contract sellout.

the MTA’s modernization schemes are
intended only to save them money by
getting rid of workers. simultaneously
making the subways more dangerous for
both workers and passengers. The MTA
wants to remove station agents from the
token booths, which would frequently
leave passengers without assistance, par-
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March 2001 TWU rally to defend health benefits fund.

ticularly for emergencies. The transit
bosses are also aiming to remove con-
ductors from the trains by implementing
the computer-operated One Person Train
Operation system. Under capitalism. the
introduction of new technology. which
should benefit the whole of society. is
inevitably used to eliminate jobs. The labor
movement should counter this by fighting
for a shorter workweek with no loss in
pay, to divide up the work and provide
more jobs,

If the MTA insists on hardlining its
giveback demands. then the TWU must
be prepared to resist with all its might.
The union’s power to do so ultimately
resides in its ability to shut the city down
by mobilizing its membership to strike.
Transit workers did this successfully in
1966. and also struck in 1980 before
being sold out by the union misleaders.
But they also know they are saddled with
the state’s Taylor Law. which was created
to shackle unions by outlawing public
employee strikes. The right to strike can
only be won through hard struggle in defi-
ance of anti-labor laws. Key to smashing
the Taylor Law is forging a fighting alli-
ance with all of NYC labor at the head of
the city’s working masses and its ghetto
and barrio poor.

Workers Need
Class-Struggle Leadership

To reverse the decades of attacks on
labor will require the kind of class strug-
gle that built the industrial unions. Labor
nceds a leadership that understands that
the interests of the working class and the
capitalist class are completely counter-
posed. and that labor must be politically
independent from the capitalist Demo-
cratic and Republican parties.

Local 100 president Roger Toussaint,
who won office with phony credentials
as a “militant” alternative to the con-
servative TWU “old guard,” has strength-
ened the chains binding the union to the
exploiters. Toussaint supports Democrats
like Hillary Clinton. who in 1999 explic-
itly supported the use of the Taylor Law
against a possible TWU strike. Last
year the TWU International threw its
support to John Kerry, and the AFL-
CIO tops spent millions in union
dues on his tailed presidential bid.
This year the Local 100 tops hustled
votes in the mayoral election for Fer-
nando Ferrer. a man who declared
that the NYPD committed no crime
by its coldblooded killing of African
immigrant Amadou Diallo.

Pouring union resources into the
cotfers of capitalist politicians—a
clear expression of the labor bureauc-
racy’s acceptance of the entire cap-
italist system—is the antithesis of
what workers need. A class-struggle
labor leadership would break the
unions’ ties to the Democrats and
support the building of a workers
party that fights for a workers govern-
ment. It would also break from the
labor bureaucracy’s criminal support
to the government’s “war on terror.”
which is nothing but a pretext for bru-
tal imperialist war in Afghanistan
and Iraq and for cracking down on
immigrants and opponents of govern-
ment policy at home. The govern-
ment’s repressive measures attack
fundamental democratic rights and are
particularly aimed at suppressing the
black population and regimenting the
entire working class. That the “war on ter-
ror’” takes aim at unions was graphically
demonstrated during the transit contract
struggle in 2002, when the gutter press
terrorist-baited the TWU for threatening
to strike.

Toussaint enthusiastically signed on to
the “anti-terror”™ drive. working to turn
union members into auxiliaries of the
racist cops. Following the criminal Lon-
don transit bombings in Julv. the Local
100 bureaucracy offercd that “transit
workers are in a position to spot suspi-
cious activity in the svstem™ and berated
the MTA for not truining transit workers
to do that (Locad 100 Express, August
2005y, Toussaint provided union funds to
hire Israeli and other “counter-terrorism’™
experts to “train” Local 00 members.

The crackdown on “terror suspects™
following the London bombings brought
nothing but more vicious racist repres-
sion. as cops flooded subwiay stations and
other transit tactlities. In London on July
22, police jumped a worker {rom Brazil.
Jean Charles de Menezes. who was sitting
in a subway car. and executed him witn
seven shots to the head. In NYC on Julv
24 a police SWAT team dragged severul
men from Britain of Pakistant origin off a
tourist bus in Midtown Manhattan. hand-
cuffed them. forced them to kneel und
searched their bags before finally refeus-
ing them.

Toussaint and the labor burcaucracy as
a whole criminally embrace the racist
cops as union brothers. Thus Toussaint
touts Patrick Lvnch of the New York
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association as

continued on page 7
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