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BEN DELLA REAFFIRMS SOCIALIS” ATMS

The fresh natvionalizations in Algerla /"ee last issue of
Uorld Outlook7 touched some sensitive nerves. The loucest
screams ceme from Pierre Petitjean, head of the company that ran
the luxurvy Hotel Aletti. .At.a press conference which he called,
he told sympathetic reporters: . "The soollaulon ‘of which we were
the victims constitutes a wviolation of the Tjv1en agreement and
the vuaLantees that were ‘given Lhe rizhts of French interests.
It's robbery pure and 31mple.- S B ‘

In France the take- ové' of three French-owned newspapers -
becane the theme of the week: for the professional moralists of
the press. An uglier note was the threat issued by Valery
Giscerd @'qualﬂg, Minister of Finance. The French government
is committed to give Algeria one billion francs (about $204 mil-
llon) aid a year until June 30, 1965. But said d'Estaing, noth-

¢ prevents France from Qeductwnq amounts sufficient to "compen-
sate” French citizens for losses in Algeria due to nationaliza-
tions or '"spoliations." :

Displeasure over the course of the Ben Bella "overnment
extended not unexpectedly, to ruling circles in the United
States. The influential New York Times declared editorially
(in the Sept. 25 international edltléuj thet Ben Bella "promises
to leave room for a private economic sector and even invites
French ‘and other business aid. But he makes no secret that this
is only for a time. Such an approach will not encouraﬂe the
lorelgn investments the country 8o desperately needs. B

The Algerian people, however, give no evidence of’beinﬁ
easily seduced by the proffered ccrrots of "foreign invest-
ments." The colony "engoyed" the "benefits" of forelgn invest-
ments for some 130 years. This was & powerful factor in convert-
ing them to socialism. The popular pressure, therefove, is very
strong for continuation of nationalizations.

The mood in Alreria was well rallecteo in the press inter-
view which Ben Della granted SeptemoeL 23 to some 250 journal-
ists who arrived aboard the Soviet ship Litva to hold an inter-
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national conference in Aléiers. Some of the highlights of the
interviewv as published by the Algziers daily Le Feuple:

In his welconing speech, Den Bella declared that Algeria
was "engaged 1rreve¢51blv on the road to socialism."

"The workers,” he said, "run their own plants. The peas-
ants, yesterday still crushed by the colons, are at this moment
gathering the best harvests Algeria has ever known. Today,
throughout the country, the land belongs to those who till it.
Committees of self-management, democratically elected, that
bring the workers fopeuher in conducting the enterprlse, have
been created.

"A particular effort has been made in favor of the youth.

The young people, long disinherited, are dlscoverlng the Jjoy of
living, dignity and the certainty of growing uvp strong., School
has opened its doors to a new generation, the builders of
socialist Algeria., In this connection I want to state once
again our staunch determination to carry through to the end
the establishment of a socialist Algeria, an Alrerla cleansed
of 2ll that remains of colonial rule, an Alﬁerla completely
devoved to the cause of international peace but also resolved
to combine the imperative of peace with unfailing solidarity
with the freedom movements of the coloniel peoples. Peace, in
short means driving back atomic war. DBut it also means peace

ho1es menaced by the colonialist madness in Angola, in so-~
called 'Portuguese' Guinea, in Rhodesia, in Mozambique, in South
Africa, too." -

+ + +

A reporter asked Ben Bella, "How can you reconcile Islam
and socialism?"

"This question," Ben Bella responded, "is an important one.

It can, in effect, seem incomprehensible to you to .speak of
socialism while relating it to the religious factor. is one
nolding responsibility, as secretary of the Pcrxy, we have
weiched this problem. There wes the miracle .of the national
llberatlon strugple, of the revolution. This miracle was due

to the peasant, the laborer, since the economy of Algeria did
not pernit the formation of a revolutionary working class. It
was the peasants who were the vanguard of the armed suruggle.
The peasant didn't fight for a presidential regime, nor for
this or that constitution, nor even for this or that regime.
The essential motive, what the peasants felt, was that the
colonialists were aiming at what was valuable, most sacred to
them -~ Arab Islamic reality.
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"Leave us with our Allah, and we are ready to move faster
in our socialist revolution. Islam ¢id not prevent us from
setting up self-management. Islam likewise did not prevent us
from nationalizing properties, the existence of which was
against our morals. On the contrary it helped us to zZo forward
in our socialist revolution.” , , ST

4+

Asked about the crisis 'in the Caribbean and the threats to
Cuba Ben Bella respondec.: .

"First of all, I must say that we vere the first to applaud

‘the action initiated by Moscow, Jjust as we will applaud any
-solution in favor of peace. S c - - S

"YJe sent uele grams of support that very same evenlnb.

"But I must say that the specter of the atomic bomb has not
prevented statesmen from making war, just as the specter of gun-
powder &id not prevent wars in the past. We don't have that

- much confidence in the nature of men. Peace is indivisible,

You don't sign an agreement in Moscow and maintain tension in

the Caribbean, make threats. Thev sign in Moscow, but men die

in Angola, in iozambique, in Portuguese Guinea, etc."
o+ 4+

On the proposal by Fast Germany to create a denuclearlzed
zone in Central murope. : _

- "We ere for every denuclearized zone. The whole planet
should be denuclearized."

+ o+ o+

. On Israel: "We think that it is an injustice to present
us Arabs with the bill for racism, for Nazism. It is to be

‘noted that Israel is Taklng up all the positions abandoned by

colonialism. The problem is cle“r but so are the rights of
the Arabs. Our position will never change,"

+ + +

- Ben Bella said that legislation is being drewn to linit

.private properuy in land still further. "Thus the area of

leand placed under authority of management conmittees will be

‘brought to 3,000,000 hectares /"ne hectare = about two and a

half acres -, some 2,700,000 hectares belonging te colons and
300,000 to Algerl 1s.” ,
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"The socialist sector," Ben Bella remerked, "will be so
strong by 1964 that it will cuickly absorb what remeins of the
private." : ' a

+ + +

On relations with France: "We are on the side of France
when she wishes to be a respectable and respected country, but
~we have the right to eliminate privileges. ‘I hope that the
- French government understands that. We are for loyal, sincere
co-operation and as equals to equals." .

+ + +

On 00551b1e resumption by Frence of nuclear tests: "I
would. be against it, but I would not make war on France,
Another explosion uould serve to accelerate socialism. We
would put our hands on the rest of the privileges."

+ + +

On the Evian agreement: "The Ev1an agreement constltuues
a bottleneck, but it did not prevent us from placing
Bourgeaud's domaln unéer self-management. :
777 "ATgeria and France have an interest in easing things, in
establishing valuable relations of co-operation., It is of ;
mutual interest to study the agreement and readjust it in the
lizht of Algeria's socialist option.

- "They say that the self-management measures were injurious
~to the Evian agreenment; but it's just the contrary. The self-
' management measures liquidated certain nezative sides.”

+ + +

: On neutralism. "The creation of a bloc would not be
desirable. The neutralism of Algeria is to be neutral even
with the neutrals.”

first role of the press is
e we have suppressed certain
e press from giving informa-
'1
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“for. peace, for those who are being bullled, for those against

.

"We have no confldence that bogies can stop war We are

whom ‘'violence is exercised.,"

IN REELY TO_"S. .;I.v:Aﬁoy.;_@g_,H:'.

- Last week World Outlook published the text of an a+tack
alnst +the Fourth Interngtlonal which appeared in the Septenm-
bér 13 issue of Izvestia. The followlnL is the text of a letter
in reply, addressed to the editor of the Moscow daily by Pierre

‘Prank, a member of the United Secretariat of the Fourth Inter-~
‘natlonal

September 30, 1663

' udltOr

We read with considerable interest an ertlcle in the

”fSeDtember 1% Izvestia devoted to the Fourth International. Ve

appreciated the fact that for the first time in the history of
your newspaper you decided to inform your readers that the

Fourth International, the world party of socialist revolution
founded by Leon Trotsky in 1938, is alive, that it is active in
more than thirty countries, that it holds conferences and world
congresses and discusses the profound political problems and
difficult tactical questions fecing the world working class in
our epoch, Anyone familiar with the history of the international
labor movement, on reading this article carefvlly -~ especially
between the lines, as has been customary in the Soviet Union

since Stalin seized power -~ will see at once that the Fourth

International is a genuine workers' organization cheracterized,

- like many of the past, by a rich internal life and strugzles of

tendencies; i.e., the sometimes painful but irreplaceable method
of proletarian democracy. Such an organization, of course, is

- the complete opposite of those created under Stalin as the offi-

cial Communist movement; i.e., organizations characterized by
monolithism, in which genuine debate or discussion is prohibited

.and in which decisions are reached through deals behind the

scenes., The Fourth Internotional indeed is following the road
blazed by the Communist International in its first years before
Stalin imposed his absolute control on it preliminary to
destroylnﬂ it and flnally dissolving it.

- No dovbt many of your readers will be 1nterested in the
information thus conveyed. However, the article written by
your contributor, the well-known S. Ivanovitch, is in error on
some points. This ney be due to the dlfflculty of finding

‘Trotskyist newspepers end marazines on the newsstands in the
Soviet Union beccuse of the censorship. We therefore request
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that you publish this letter in an early issue so as to prov1de E
your readers with more accurate information about the. Fourth N
Intern tional and its positions.

- First of all, while it is true that the Fourth Inter-
‘national suffered a serious split some ten years ago, as S.
Ivanovitch reports, a reunification of the movement took place
at a World Congress last June. The united organization brought
together the overwhelming majority of Trotskylsts throughout the
world.: Several minor groups which refused to accept the basic .
positions adopted by the Reunification Congress are now con-—

fronted with a crisis of perspective, Some of them may be lost =~ .
completely to the revolutionary-socialist movement; but others, /gﬁi;
perhaps most of them, will eventually find their way to the S
reunited organization. ~ '

The Fourth International is accused by the dlstlngulshed
Iirx. Ivanovitch of being a subversive organization in view of its
ideological differences with Soviet officialdom. He accuses the
organization of carrying on slanderous campaigns. He cites, for
instance, ouvr charge that various Communist parties after World
War II helped maintain the capitalist system in key areas.like ,
ELrope by their policy of blockinz the workers. from tahlng power, -
This is a charge based on facts. If IMr. Ivenovitch, who is
widely known to engov dlvflng in archives, wishes, to Studir
comparison” some’ genulne‘siancers,“ve purgest that he . go ough
back issues of the Soviet press, including your own, especially
for the years 1936-33. Let him note in partlcular what was
published in that period‘of,the'infamous "Moscow frame-up
trials" about Lenin's collaborators in the October Revolution
and in the leadership of the Communist International -- Trotsky,
Zinoviev, Bukharin and thousands of others who were the glory of
-the Ru331an and international worklng—class movement.,

There is not much point debating what the distinguished
Mr.-Ivenovitch chooses to characterize as "arch--reesctionary
conceptions” cf the Fourth International, wuich he holds to be
-inimical to the class-consciousness of tha workers, As an
ex amnle, the impressively alert Mr. Ivanovitch cites the follow-
ing: "The Trotskyists consider armed insurrection to be the only
means to licguidate the rule of *he bourgeoisie, rejecting all
other roads of mass struggle for the socialist transformation of
society." Another example cited by him is the important role ,
which.the Fourth International considers the colonial revolution
to hold inh the g:eat struggle for the emancipation of menkind.

"If these are "arch-reactionary’ conceptions, the Fourth )
International is in good company. They were held bv such out-—,
standing larxist authorities as Marx, Engels, Lenin and -- with
your permissioh -- Trotsky. But, ir. Ivanovitch and his kind
may. reply, this Jjust repeats old formulas and displays dogmatism.
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Times have changecC. Desides, didn't Marx himself say that
perhaps in IZngland viclience might not be necessary in view of
the absence of militarism and bureaucravism in that land? To
this argument Lenin did not h651tﬂre to reply in 1018, denying
the possibility suggested by Marx, sincs in the meantime both
militarism and bureaucratism had -eve“onoa in England., Have
they disappeared anywhere in the world since 19187 The only
country that-comes to mind where this might be the case is

San lMarino which also enjoys the distinction of being one of

the first countries to sign the nuclear test-ban pact.

. 8. Ivanovitch, whose theoretical gualifications are, of
course, beyond pralse, cites in his ariicle the power of the

"soc¢ialict camp as a new factor irn world politics. We were

pleased to note this, for the coucept is quite familiar to us.
In truth the Fourth Internetional was the very first in the
world to call attention to the change in relationship of forces
in favor of socialism following the victory of the Chinese '
Revolution,

The Fourth International, however, unlike *r, Ivanovitch,

"holds that the imperialists. are_not “ead to recugnize that .

their days are numbered. Nowhere have we 'seen the capitalists
prepared to abandon power to the workers in a peaceful take-
over, desirable as this would be, We think that Fidel Castro

.was comnpletely correct when he observed that the world has not

yet seen a single example of a peaceful transition from capi-
talism to socialisnm.

What Marxist would deny that in a contest limited to
economic competition the victory would inevitably go to
socialism? The historic justification of more than a century
of struggle by the working class against capitalist exploita-
tion resides precisely in this ecconomic superiority of socialism
over capitalica. But the crucial question is whether capital-
ism, with the forces and pcesitiorns still e+ its disposal, has
no alternative but to graciously accept the precdetermined doom
of its system in a pzzceful econcnmic race., Amervican imperial-
ism in particuler -- which we think Ve, Ivanoviich will agree
is a "paper tiger" izt has nuclsar teeth —— gscarcely seems to
have accepted the alicrnative of fatalisvic .1?v accepting the
disappearance of the capitalist system and greating the future
to worléd sccialilsn with o;:cc;ul © XV

Imperislists cr lesscr olze
gtrate nore peaceful i : :
the British in Kenya, i
Angola and Mozamb__cue9
add, the whites in thue

~te

5 in the world today want
get it peacefully; but if

Oppresscd and exploizted necp
their Treedom now. They prafer
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peaceful means fail they will not hesitate to resort to more
effective methods. This is one of the outstanding conclusions:
to be drawn from the whole historical period since the end of
the second world war. The Fourth International believes that
revolutionary-socialists should recognize it despite the opln-,‘
ion of the S. Ivanovitchs that the conception is "arch-
reactionary."

It was perhaps inevitable that the world—famous Journallst
S. Ivanovitch should accuse "the most rabid ideologists of the
Fourth Internat10nal? of holding that "a new world war is
inevitable and in conseguence the working class nust determine
what must be undertaken to exploit the armed conflict between
countries that will bLea out in order to seize power.'

”hls accusation is almost as o0ld as Marxism itself. It
was employed before 1C14 against socialists who defended the

antiwar motion of the international congress held at Stuttgart. . .

in 1907. It was habitually used by the Social Democrats against
the Communist International. Finally it was employed by Stalin
to slander Trotsky. The argument has always served the demagogic
aim of diverting consideration from the real means of preventing
- imperialist war,

_Revolutionary . Marxists long ago came to the conclusion
that the only effective way to prevent imperialist war is
through the revolutionary sfruggle of the masses for power. To
tell the masses that they can win disarmament by putting pres-
sure on capitalist governments, that imperialist rulers will
respond to petitions bearing interminable lists of 51gnatures,
sows dangerous illusions. The only disarmament that is won is
the 1deolog1ca1 disarmament of the masses and in the final
analysis the imperialist preparations for war are aided,

We come to the principal theme of the erticle by your star
correspondent. According to S. Ivanovitch the Fourth Inter--
national has formed a bloc with the leaders of the CCP /Chinese
Communist party / ageinst the Twentieth and Twenty-second con-
gresses of the CPSU /Communist party of the Soviet Union 7.

The Fourth International has expressed without reserve
exactly what it thinks about the dispute between the governments
and parties of China and the Soviet Union, particularly our
opinion that the Chinese vosition is more progressive than the
Khrushchev line on the colonial revolution and the road to
socialism. But the Fourth International has also made clear on
what points it considers the Chinese positions to be gravely
erroneous, o

While speaking about the Fourth International in relation
to the Twentieth and Twenty-second congresses, S. Ivanovitch
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did not bring up two rather important questions, "peaceful and
parliamentary roads to socialism’ and "de~Stalinization." VWas
this impudence, or simply an oversight? It was already a little
heavy to make out that the Chinese are both Stalinists and - :
Trotskyists at one and the same time, but to imply through this
omission that the Fourth International, the Trotskylsts, are
onposed to de-Stalinizetion -- that tnev seek to defend the
memory of Stalin -- is really laying it or with a trowel,

The Fourth International could not but applaud in the most
enthusiastic way the denunciations made at the Twentieth and
Twenty-second congresses of the crimes of Stalin against the
revolutionary militants who held the highest posts in the
Soviet Union and the Communist International and who were
1iqu16ated because they were opponents or potential opponents
of Stalln or because in some cases they 81mply knew too nmuch

- ebout these terrible purges.

The FoUrth International likewise applauded the denuncia-~
tion of the concentration camps, the lies, the frameup trials,
and similar thinzs under Stalin's rule that 1n3ured the first
‘workers state and the cause of communwsm.

The Fourth Internailonal expressed 1ts exultatlon over
the rehabilitetion of Stalin's victims, the liguidation of the
arbitrdry regiiie, the re-establishment of a certaln number of
elenmentary legal norms.

Yes, the Fourth International applauded everything in the
Pwentieth and Twenty-second congresses that justified the -
- strugple which Trotsky anc¢ the Left Opposition carried on
against Stalin and the Soviet bureaucracy beginning in 1923.

But the Fourth International also stated that the denun~
ciation of the "cult of the personality" did not go far enough.
The cult was not the cause of Stalinism but one of its manifes~
tations. In moving from Stalin to Khrushchev, from the regime
of the grossest lies to the regime of half lies, the working
class won some big and much-appreciated concessions dbut did
not regain the rights it enjoyed in the first years of the
Revolution in Lenin's time -~ workers' democracy was not re-
established, political power still remains today in the hands
of a privileged and conservative bureaucracy, hostile to the
international proletarian revolution.

The Twentieth and Twenty-second congresses, so important
in the domestic politics of the Soviet Union, did not take up
Stalin's international policies, which for immediate gains
that most often proved illusory, sacrificed numerous workers
movements, led to the crushing of tle second Chinese Revolution
(1925-27) through the policy of the bloc of four classes,
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helped Hitler come to power through the concept of ‘social
fascism," and led the SpanlSﬂ Revolution into & blind alley ..
through the Popular Front. Stalin's ill-fated foreign policy,
carried out under the banner of "building socialism in one
country" in opposition to going forward in the struggle for
worla 3001allsm destroyed the Communist International,

And this brlngs us to our last point: The senerous S.
Ivanovitch credits the Fourth International with profiting
from the dispute between lloscow anc FPelking, We would suggest
that this expert in the politics of Trotskyism is really
incapable of distinguishing between the objective causes of
the dispute between lioscow and Peking and the causes for the
growth of the Fourth International under present conditions,
The period of Stalin's rvle was not only a cruel one for the
Soviet people but one of grievous defeats for the international
workers' movement in many countries, These defeats were a :
powerful objective factor in consolioac1uc the Stalinist regime.
Things are different today. The migh 1ty upsurge of revolution-
ary forces after the second world war is incompatible with main-
tenance of bureaucratic domination. Neither the Yugoslav Revo-
lution, the Chinese Revolution, nor the Cuban Revolution of
today ~~ none of these victorious revolutions could submit to
the yoke of the loscow bureaucracy.,  These winning struggles,
which shook the Communist world more and more powerfully, posed
the- problem of creating @ new revolutionary leadership. .-But it
is the Fourth International, hich through sections and groups
in thirty countries, through its "dirty little papers," through
the activities of thousands of devoted members, has kept high
and firm the banner of revolutionary larxism in the face of
Stalinist degeneration. '
_ Despite himself, the distinguished S. Ivanovitch, whom we
thank again for his article about us, provided sufficient indi-
cation of the real role of the Fourth Internetional to attract
attention and even svmpathy from many independent-minded Sovietb
Communists for  Trotskyism. We venture to predict that his
article will be gratefully remembered by many when the TFourth
International becomes the rallying point for all those who wish
to definitively licuidate what is left of Stallnlsm in favor of
the -restoration of Leninism,

Pierre Frank

MEMORABLE SCENES: DEEPARTIENT

JAKARTA, Sept. 1€ -~ Thousands of cdemonstrators stormed the

British unbassv in Jakarta today. Stones were.thrown through
the windows. ©Slogans denouncing the new Federation of. Malaysia
filled the air., The police fired tear gas. Through it all
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Major Roderlck (”?ed Rory") Walker, the assistant Military
Attacbe, went on Dlaylnr the babnlpes.

"He mJched up anc down outside while stones whizzed past
his head. ' The police chief and the leader of the demonstrators
both begzed him .to stop. A policeman tried to orag him oeblnd

a pillar,. uut lie broke away and went on piping

- His éesture ellghtea British diplomatists when they heard

'of 1t in Singapore. One sdid: "At leest we have come out of

~‘all this nonsense with dignity."

IRDIAN VORKS?S PROT ;ST INFLATION

NDJ DALFI —— More thah 100,000 demonstrators, carrying red
banners, narched to the Pcrllament House on September 15 to -

protest . azeinst antipeoples policies of the Nehru Government.

Demonstrators drawvn from all parts of the country carried
placards with such slogans es "Nationalise Banks,” "Nzationalise

01l Comparnies,' ""Netionalise Foreign Trade,” "Increase Dearness

Allowance 25 Per Cent," "Down With Corruption,” -"Change Anti-
People Tax Tolicy," “Scrap Comnulsory Deposit Scheme,' etc.

“The "great nerch " first of its ino simte India achIeve&
1ndevenéence, was 0°vanlsec by the Comnunlst narty of India -
/UPI 7. It proved & success far bevoné the exnectatlcns of the
orgonlsers themselves. On DGhalL of the Larche“s the Communist
‘kP's presented a "great petition" to the Speaker of the House of
the . Ieople 51gnec by more than 10,000,000 01tlzens Urotestlng
against rising prices and demandln; 1nmed1°te relief. A FPraja
Socialist i'F quippred in the House: "Since when one-time revo-
lutionaries heve become petitioners?" ~

Slosans were cCeliberately 6e51gned to conform to the
present CPI line of critical support to the Nehru regime and
to avoid any cdirect criticism of Nehru's basic oolwc1es. But
it was obvious that the "great march" was undertaken by the
CPI's national chairman, S.A. Dan”e, a staunch Khrushchevite,
‘uncer pressure from leftaw1ng and centrist currents within the
party. The success of the cdemonstration must be attributed to
the growing wvopular discontent ogeinst the bourgeois regime
w“103 has cleverly exploited the Sino-Indien border dlspute to.

heap an unbearable tax burden on the workers and peasants,

The military expenditure hes been doubled, taxes on fixed
income groups h~ve been. raised 200 to 300 perxr cenu ané all wage
earners are beins forced to forego 5 to .10 per cent of their
meagre incomes under a scheme called "Compulsorv Deposit Scheme. "
Prlces of essential commodities have shot up 25 to 50 per cent.
dvring the last one year. There have been country-wide strikes
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and demonstrations against the tax policy of thelGovernment.

There was in fact a spectacular general strike of nearly
1,000,000 industrial workers and office employees in Lombay
City on August 20, initially sponsored by the Socialist party
‘but later supported by other opposition parties. The CPI- .
controlled All-India Trade Union Congress equivocated at first
but supported the strike at the last moment when it was obvious
that it was going to be a tremendous success. But the Congress
Government in the State ruthlessly suppressed the strike by
- resorting to mass arrests of leaders and recruiting of blacklegs

/scabs/ to run the transport and municipal services.

In accordance with its policy of critical support to Nehru,
the CPI has held aloof from mass action against the Government,
thus helping the extreme rightists to channelise popular discon-
tent along reactionary lines. VWhen the various opposition
parties in Parliament brought a non-confidence motion against
~the Nehru regime, the CFI group remained neutral during voting.

Prime Minister Nehru recently reshuffled his Central Cabin-
et, ostensibly as a move to permit some of his senior colleagues
to take up responsible party posts. In effect this led to the
exclusion of <¢ertain unpopular rightist figures like Finance -
Minister Desai and Food Minister Petil from the Union Goverhment.
" The Cabinet reshuffle came in the wake of mass demonstrations -
against a Government decision to undertake joint air exercises
with the American and British forces and set up a "Voice of
America" transmission station in Calcutta. An agreement to
this effect is being revised now and micht even be scrapped.

In the circumstances the cabinet reshuffle looked like a
leftward shift. Actually the Nehru regime has moved very close
to Washington since the Sino-Indian border war.

The Soviet press hailed the reshuffle as a triumph for
"progressive forces" and a rout of the reactionaries. The
Khrushchev bureaucracy has offered massive economic and even
military aid to India, including building a new steel plant
turned down by America and financed by the Fourth Five Year
Plan to the tune of Rs. 500 crores /%1,000,000,00Q/. The
Dangeite leadership naturally harps on the same tune and even
claims that it was responsible for the dismissal of the rightist
Ministers from the Cabinet, a fact which is hotly denied by
Nehru himself. - ’

In the face of growing mass discontent, India's new Finance
IMinister Krishnamachari has announced some minor concessions in
the tax policy and also relaxation of an omnibus Gold Control
Order banning the use of gold above lid-carat purity, which has
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rendered jobless more than 2,000,000 goldsmiths all over the
country. There is also a move to pay higher dearness allow-

“ances to public servants.

A1l this helps the CPI to foster illusiocns about the Nehru
regime and its progressive character. Also in view of the fail-
ure of the left wing within the CFI to put forward an alternative
line of militant action, the Dange leadership appears to have
emerged con31cerably stronger after a period of nrolonged faction

'Tstruggle A leftist faction in the West Bengal unit of the CPI -
- has" been defeated in its move to split the party on the basis of

the present Sino-Soviet ideological controversy. The centrist
tendency led by Kerala's E.lM. S- Namboodiripad (former general
secretary now undergoing medical treatment in Moscow) has opposed
the leftist move to split the party. This has given a decisive
najority +t0 the Dange faction within the leadership in the
‘present internal struggle.

“Although Dange toes the general line of the Khrushchev

- bureaucracy in the polemics against the Chinese CP, he is shrewd

enough to understand that an image of complete subservience to
Moscow would undermine his own position in the eyes of the Indian
masses. Of late he has been more vocal in his support to the

wTogllattl line of "polycentrlsm" in the world Communlst movenent.wu

- At a reoent workers' rally in Bombay, he Sald9 "We shall not
be dictated to either by the Soviet varty or by the Chinese
party; we shall pursue our own line in relation to our country
and if we find we are wrong we shall correct ourselves."

Addressing the "great march" in New Delhi on September 13,
he said, ”If wve do not zet our demands by peaceful means we shall
use force

This might sound demogogic but it also reflects the rela-
tlonshlp of forces within the CPI. In face of the witch-hunt
by the right reactionaries there is a tendency among the party
ranks to close'ranks. Also the CPI made a demonstrative move
by publishing all the documents in connection with the Sino-
Soviet controversy, including all the Chinese documents. A
serious (iscussion has been initiated. This is indeed a healthy
sign.

Another significant development is that most of the CP
leaders arrested for their alleged pro-China views last November

~have been released in all States except Bengal and lMaharashtra.
. Some leaders of the Revolutionary Comrmunist Darty(l) in Bengal

and a few 8001allst trade unionists in Bombay are still detained.

— i e R

(1) Kanai Pal, an RCP member of the Bengal Legislative Assembly,
is still under detention. He is a Trotskyist.
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- STRIKERS TORTURED IN SPAIN

On September 26 the Kennedy administration and the fascist ‘:45
‘regime of dictator Franco issued a Jjoint declaration announcing ’
- the renewal of American military bases in Spain for another five

Among other items in the declaration:

" "The United States Government reaffirms its recognition of
the importance of Spain to the security, well~being and develop-
ment of the Atlantic and llediterranean areas. The two Govern-
nents recognize that the security and integrity of both Spain
_and the United States are necessary for the common security."

The document provides for "appropriate" action in case of
a "threat to either country." The "two Governnments" state that
they have "reaffirmed their friendship and mutual trust, and
their determination to establish a close co-operation in order
" to strengthen the common defense. . . They have reaffirmed their
recognition of the common dangers, and their determination to
maintain a close working relationship on all matters affecting
their common interests and security.”

'~ The blood with whic¢h this pact of mutual understanding and
friendship was signed was provided by the long-suffering Spanish
workers. An indication of conditions in Spain can be gathered
from the report published below. The source of the report, in
underground circles in the fascist-ruled country, asks that it
be given the widest possible publicity. It deals with the
repression in Asturias where the miners are on strike.

+ + +

The principal head of the repression is a captain of the
Civil Guard, Fernando Caro, 28, a native of Melilla /Morocco/,
son of an army colonel, who until recently was a captain of the
Civil Guard in Malaga. It was because of his talent as a
torturer that he was transferred to Asturias. One of his
assistants, well-known for his cruelty, is Corporal Perez, a
Galician.

On September 3 at four o'clock in the afternoon, a miner,
Rafael Gonzalez, 36, died at police headquarters in Sama de
Langreo following torture. :

The same day at the same place another miner, Silvino
Zapico, 34, was castrated (presumably by the system in general
use of burning the hair and skin in the zenital area). He is
in a hospital in grave condition. This miner was accused of
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- being a "Communist." His w1fe, similarly. accused, was submitted
to having her head shaved

Still another miner whose name we have not yet learned, is
also in the hospital in: grave condition from burns in the '
genital area.. '

- - - s 9 - . ) } >
- A riner, likewise unidentified, was sent to a mental hospi-
tal, suffering-from a nervousvbreakdown'due to'torture°

Vlcente baragana ho llves in the Ladsa, a cuarter of
Langreo, was reduced to sexual 1mpotency by burning of the
testicles during a torture session. (This may refer to the -
unidentified miner mentioned above.) : SRR

Alfonso X., a former weatchman at the Fondon nine, retired
because of silicosis, who is at present a cashier in an insur-
ance cormpany, Previsora Dilbaino, was.savagely beaten during the
o strikes last. year. This year after his arrest he was tied up -
77f37"*§hdxﬁheﬂ?beatei by'bo§§oﬂél Pérez INTINEe predence of hisTwiTe. ™"~ T

The wife was 1ncapab1e of enaurlng the 81ght. She attacked
the corporal.

- Leaving the unconscious husband, the corporal beat the
woman brutally. ©She is at present 1n prison in Ov1eoo, her
head shaved like many other wives of riiners.

he“ busband was releesed later in tbe day to a cextain
Senén in bad condition. After f taking the victim home, Senén, a
fellow worker, called a doctor. The tortured body of the worker
was in such shape that the doctor said he scarcely knew where
to begin.

Antonio Zapico of Lada was brutally manhandled. His cheek-
bone was broken and his mouth torn open during torture. He is
in the ‘hospital.

Jeronimo ~ernandez Terente, merried and father of a son,
and Jesus Ramo Teva, together with ten other miners are now in
"the Carabanchel prlson at Madrid after having been brutally
mistreated.

Bverardo Castra, married and the father of three boys, is
in La Cadellada, a prov1nolal mental hospital, following the
ferocious torture inflicted on him. (This may be the person un-
identified apove.) He had climbed up the rainspouts of the Duro
Felzuera Company to palnt the slogan, "The people w111 avenge

L AAER N e 'w"‘mm%elzﬁs’”'ﬁrgncoh mqerer"ﬁw‘ Oaquﬂ w-vfwé** we e coe TR T Iy e g R W
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Surpised by the ClVll Guard while he was doing this, he was
‘ordered to climb down. ‘The miner had the coolness to reply,
"Wait until I finish." He was terribly beaten.

Tina Martinez,’th lives in the~quarter of La Jocara in
Sama de Langreo, was tortured and her head shaved, Her husband
has been in prison since the strikes last year.

Juan Alberdi of Lada was arrested along with another miner
nicknamed "Chocolatina." To amuse himself Captain Fernando Caro
ordered them to flght each other. ®Since the fight, naturally,
was not carried on in earnest, the torturers of the Civil Guard
took over and completed the beatlng which the two miners had
sought to evade. Later they were brought before Captain Caro
who ironically reproached them, "But what beasts you are to
beat each other like this!"

A woman, whose name has not yet been learned, tried to
escape the ill treatment they were preparing to inflict on her
at police headquarters in Sama de Langreo, by revealing that
she was pregnant. Captain Fernando Caro punched her with all
his force in the stomach, shouting, "One Communist lessi"

It should be added that this captain wears sport clothes
‘%o 'work™ more comfortably during his "interrogations." S

Out of the mihers-who have been arrested, the whereabouts
of more than five hundred is unknown. Some 31xty niners of
Hullera Bspanola in the Aller basin asked for death in order to
end the torture and bad treatment,

On September 10 twenty miners were arrested at the Camocha
mine in Gijon. They were brought to police headquarters where
they were beaten until three of them lost consc1ousness.

Maria del Rosario Garcia, 55, was arrested for lodglng a
miner, her brother-in-law. On being asked where she was being
taken, they replied, "First to police headquarters and then to
Jjeil. ! '

If companies not on strike hire a striker, they are punished
by a first fine of 1,000 pesetas, a second of 6 000. On the third
offense the place is padloc ted. A

Captain Fernando Caro utilizes an "original® system to
select his victims. He calls in the watchmen of ® mine and
orders each one to bring in five men to go to work‘ Since they
generally show up the next day without any recruitg, the captain
asks them whom they went to see. The watchmen report the names
of the miners who did not respond and Captain Caro orders these



Y

S =17-
men to be brought in immediately and then begins the session of
torture.

On Saturday morning September 4 some 50 per cent of the
miners went down into the Camocha mine. Once inside the work-

-ings they decided that rather than come out and expose them-

selves to the police repression they would stay in the nine, but

-without working. Although they had made no preparations for this

tactic, rmost of the miners agreed to accept the collective deci-
sion. They stayed in all day and nizht. The demonstration did
not end until Sunday morning. The pollce reaction to this move
is not yet known. :

"In recent weeks a wave of -violence hes swept the Asturian

‘basin," declares a leaflet signed by “"A group in the trade-union

onposition." An Asturian correspondent'writes, "The people are
both angered and terrorized." ' '

‘Our informants add that the above report barely'indicates

‘what is going on in Asturias.

This is the information that has reached us up to now.
Neturally there is some lack of precision in details in view of
the conditions under which news must be gathered. -All the
reports end with appeals for national and international golidayr-
ity, asking in particular that the whole civilized world denounce
the atrocities being committed in Asturies. :

NEW THREAT FACES ISKINOS AND LAFPS

At the closing session September 24 of a conference of the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources, held in Nairobi, Kenya, Francis Bourliere, president
of the organization, reported on the extreme concern felt by the
world's ecologists over the possible effect of nuclear eX01051ons
on the balance of species.

An early discovery, he said, was that llchens are natural
collectors of fallout material. The poisoning of lichens endan-
gers reindeer that feed on them in Canada and Scandinevia. Rein-
deer were found to have strontium-S0 and cesium in their bones
three or four times the lethal dose for humans.

People who eat such meat, he.said, therefore risk absorbing

'a lethal dose°

Reindeer are not widely eaten in countries that have been
producing nuclear fallout; but they are part of the diet of
BEskimos and Lapps. ‘
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DENNIS BRUTUS TAKEN TO "THE FORT"

Dennis Brutus, president of the South African Non-Racial
Olympic Committee, who was shot twice in the stomach at close
range by South African police, was reported to be convalescing
September 2€.

. The Johannesburg police said that they fired a single shot

at the well-known teacher to stop him after they had chased him
for four blocks as he sought to escape by fleeing. [/See last
issue of Vorld Report./

Although the victim has far from recovered, he was bundled
into a wheel chair at the hospital and security police pushed
him to a waiting ambulance. He was then taken to Johannesburg's
principal jail, "the Fort."

In accordance with the fascist-like laws in force in South
Africa, kHr. Brutus is being held without charge. He is alleged
to have attended a banned meeting. In addition he has sought
to have South Africa barred from the coming Olympic games.

The case continued to reverberate internationally. Dr.

. George lisibi, the prominent Swaziland political figure who was
-seized together with lir. Brutus by Portuguese secret police in
Mozambique, cabled the British Colonial Secretary Duncan Sandys
anc. Harold Wilson, head of the Labour party, demanding a full

inquiry.

Dr. Msibi was badly injured by. the Portuguese police and a
woman companion was beaten.

All three had been cleared by Portuguese officials at the
" border. Mr. Brutus was on his way to Europe. ILater he was
seized by the Portuguese secret police, PIDE. ‘hen Dr. lsibi
‘saw his friend being handcuffed, he demanded an explanation.
The answer he got was a beating and solitary confinement in a
cell.

His condition became worse and a doctor ordered an opera-
tion. Dr. lsibi refused, demanding his own medical kit so that
he could treat himself. This was refused for several days.

The British consul was not informed of the arrest for five
days. When he protested the delay, Portuguese authorities Jjusti-.
fied their action by alleging that under Portuguese law politi-
cal suspects are denied contact with anyone for five days.

Dr. Msibi and the woman were finally allowed %o return to
Swaziland. Meanwhile Portuguese police had handed lir. Brutus
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- over to South African police alrhouhh he was a political refugee
in Swaziland and came under British passport Jurlsdlctlon

NEXT ISSUE

For the first time: "A Soviet Artist Speaks His
Mind."  Full text of a speech by a leadins Soviet film
artist against those who seek 1o preserve Stalinism.
llade at a meeting in Moscow.

SCHOLAR ARRESTED IN SOUTH AFRICA

The September 2§ issue of The Observer, a London weekly re-
ports another startling cese in South Africa. The account is as
follous:

+ + +

Dr. Neville Alexander, a prominent non-white scholar who
was detained in Cape Town under the 90-day detention clause in
July is to be tried for sabotage. He will appear 'in the Sunrene
Court on November 4.

Dr. Alexander was committed for trial at a brief hearlng 1n

~a magistrates' court. Bail was refused.

~In 1958 Dr. Alexander became the first non-white from South
Africa to be awarded an Alexander von Humbolt bursary for post-

graduate stucdy at a Vest CGerman university. He took a liaster's

degree and in 1961 was awarded a Doctorate of Philosophy for a
thesis on the German dramatist Gerhart Hauptmann.

BITTER STRIKE STRUGGLE IN BOLIVIA

IA PAZ —-- Bolivia's mine workers engaged in a big struggle
for several weeks in August. The international press seems to
have given it little coveroge although it was one of the most
important in years.

The basic reason for the struggle was the so-called "reha-
bilitation” problem; that is, the application of measures
demanded by the- Triang gular Plan (Bolivia, Germany, the United
States) for modernlzlng itlnes faced with economic and technical
Gifficulties which have affected production for some years.
What the management (Comibol) of the nationalized mines wants,
in agreement with the government of Paz Hstenssoro and the
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imperialists, is that the miners should bear the cost of "reha-
‘bilitation" by giving up, anong other things, some of the con-
quests..of the revolution of 1952. :

The struggle began with a work stoppage on the "650 level
of the Siglo XX mine, ordered by the local trade-union leaderchip
. under the influence of the Communist party. Comibol's reply was
- rather violent, the suspension of 1,051 miners, the expulsion of
' two local leaders, Pimentel and Lscobar the modification of a
- systvem of contracts in the mine, the ellmlnatlon of overtime
work, etc.

A special meeting of the general secretaries of the union
at Catavi decided that work should be resumed on the "650 level.
But Comibol &id not withdraw its measures. The strike then
spread by chain reaction.

A congress was called which decided to continue the strike
and to elect a national strike committee. A general mine strike
was the next step. The COB cecicded to supDo"t the action of the
niners by national strike action. This affected Tarija, Tuplxa,
Pot081, Cochabamba, Oruro and¢ La Paz.

The Suruggle was headed by 25,000 miners and developed in a
Verv militant mood. Rather serious conflicts took place followﬁ
ing brutal attempts by the government at repression.

Thus at the beginning of the struggle, the government sent
police a”elts and soldlers in civilian clothes to an area near
Catavi W1th the aim of riobilizing peasants against the miners
through the offices of certain traae—unlon bureaucra 'S at the
heaa of union locals of the peasants.

The militia of the niners at Catavi and Siglo XX mobilized
and opened a real battle against the government forces of repres-
sion. There were deaths on both sides.

The head of the official group was taken prisoner and shot
by the miners in revenge for the death of Octavio Tor“lcos,
secretary of the nmilitia of the union at the Siglo XX mine.

The general strike of the miners lasted fourteen deys.
According to a circular distributed by the Lxecutive Committee
of Revolutionary Workers party (POR), Bolivian Section of the
- Fourth International, the strike suffered several weaknesses.

It was ill prepared and even the beginning was improvised.

There was no genuine organization of the ranks. UWith some
exceptions there were no meetings, no election of strike commit-—
tees nor mass demonstrations.  The national leadership set no
common goals that could unify the miners in their struggle.
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‘ Mao Tse~-tung also appeared briefly at a banquet staged
for 5,000 people in the evening. The mein speech, however,
was ma&de by Chou Bn-lzi. It was mild in tone.

Messages of congratulations were received from. many
countries, including those workers states with which Peklng
is at present in hot dispute.

In hailing the victory of the Chinese Revolution four-
teen years ago, the Central Committee of the Communist party
of the Soviet Union, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet,
-and the Council cof Ilinisters of the USSR in a common messare
paid tribute to the Chinese people. 7

"In the course of the past fourteen vears," the message
said, "the Tecwnle's Republic of China has achieved big suc-
cesses in the construction of socialism. The Chinese people
have displayed a spirit of sacrifice and zenuine heroism in
the task of overcomine the economic backwardness of the coun-
try, in burilding the bases for socialist incdustrialization,
in completing the socialist trensformaticn of agriculture and
accomplishing sreat progress in the field of the cultural
revolution." :

In fourteen years China hag incdeed displayed its enor-
mous potential as & risinc world power. Althoush American
imperialism tries +to banish revelutioneary China by shutting
it from sight, the majority of humanity are keenly aware of
the existence of this young giant and wish i1t maximum success
in the coninz vears. '
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