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In its own way , imperialist America , the mightiest power on 
earth, t he bastion and principal bulwark of world capitalism, 
observed the .fifteenth annivers ary of the People's Republic of 
China. On Sept ember 29 , two days before China's 700,000,000 inhab
itants celebrated with g iant parades t he mos t important day in the 
history of their country, Secretary of St ate Dean Rus k announced 
that ac c ording to information in his posse ssion China mi ght deton-
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In its own way, imperialist America, the mightiest power on 
earth, the bastion and principal bulwark of world capitalism, 
observed the .fifteenth annive·rsary of the People ts Republic of 
China. On September 29, two days before Chinats 700,000,000 inhab
itants celebrated with giant parades the most important day in the 
history of their country, Secretary of State Dean Rusk announoed 
that acoording to information in his possession China might deton-
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ate its .first nuclear device "in the near future." The spokesman 
of the Johnson administration obviously feared·that it might occur 
as part of the anniversary holiday-making. 

Ruskts aim, o.f course, was to appeal to the world-wide sen
timent against any further testing of nuclear.devices. This feel
ing is a healthy one because it is intimately associated with the 
profound wish o.f the mass or humanity for a world of peace. 

But the appeal of the head of the State Department to this 
emotion could not be more hypocritical. His government wrote the 
darkest page in history when it ushered in the atomic age· by deton
ating nuclear devices over the crowded cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. His government persisted in rouling the earth's atmos
phere year arter year by testing hU.ndreds of fission devices and 
then opening up a new series of tests of the monstrous hydrogen 
fusion weapons. 

Finally, it tested ~ complete new series in which these 
instruments, capable of liquidating all humanitfr, were reduced to 
11 miniature" size so that they could be applied 'tactically" in a 
projected war. It is still continuing underground testing. 

On top or all this, the American government has equipped 
all its armed forces with this "modern,weaponry. 11 

And at this moment, top American government officials are 
hotly disputing whether or not they should extend their war in 
South Vietnam to North Vietnam and ultimately to China. They are 
arguing whether or not field commanders should be give.n authority 
to use nuclear weapons at their own "discretion." 

It is quite clear that even if China should detonate a 
nuclear device, the United States remains the country that oan 
detonate a war that might escalate into a nuclear catastrophe for 
all mankind. 

Despite his intentions, Rusk nevertheless paid real tribute 
to the People's Republic of China. He admitted, in effect, that 
within a bare decade and a half China has· risen from the ashes and 
ruin of Japants imperialist conquest, rrom the fearful years of 
civil war in which butcher Chiang Kai-shek. was backed by the United 
States, from the stagnation and backwardness in which China was 
forcibly retained by its feudal-capitalistic rulers, to become an 
industrial.power now capable of crossing the threshold to atomic 
power. 

The capacity to explode an atomic device also signifies the 
capacity to apply atomic energy to peaceful uses. Success in solv
ing the technological problems involved in this would mean that 
China could move forward industrially at an even faster pace than 
was possible for the Soviet Union which had to play the role of 
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trail blazer. 

Rusk1s implioation that China is simply seeking to join .the 
club .0£. nuolear warmongers'. now h~aded by the United States is not 
worth seri:ous: .consideration. It ia not possible for -China, even 
if:1ahe wished i-t1 to build a stock!>ile of nuclear weapons and :the 
planes, submarines and rockets needed to deliver them •.. To do this 
would require an industrial base comparable to that existing in the 
United States or the Soviet Union. It will still take decades to 
reaoh this level in China. 

The most that China can achieve at the moment is the slow 
laboratory work required to s.olve the nuclear secrets already 
explored by the United States and the Soviet Union. One of the 
by-products·> .of this is the aooumulation o:r suffio·ient materials 
to explode a few devices such as· the United States used at Hiro
shima and Nagasaki and which both Britain and France have since 
detonated. But ·the capacity to do this would·be definitive proof 
that China had achieved the teohnological know-how·of the United 
States in 1945 and the Soviet Union in 1949 •. 

. . 
In making public the State Department's '.fear of China• s . 

achievements. in this field, Dean Rusk was thus testifying to t~e 
power of the Chinese Revolution, to the mighty force lodged in 
economic planning,.a.nd to the breath-taking new potential now 
developing. on the continent of Asia. 

China is rapidly forging to "t;he fore among the world powers •. 
Its rise augurs peace,,. not war. And that is how partisans of 
socialism will view its achievements in the field of atomic energy, 
whatever the form- they may take as China all alone probes the 
secrets which Washington, London~ Paris and. • • Moscow sought ._to 
keep its scientists from solving. 

DUTCH CP PAPER RETRACTS SLANDER OF TROTSKYISTS 

De.Waarheid, official daily newspaper of the Dutch Communist 
pnrty,, issued a retraction August. 21 in relation to a suit fol' .slan
der. brought against it. The text of the retrac·t_:ion is as .follows : 

"On October 14, 1961, we published an article that included 
declarations made· by one Ot·to Frei tag at a pre·s.a conference in East 
Berlin o~noerning -the. activities o:r Mr. Raptis: .. and Mr. Santen. 

11 Mr. Raptis and Mr. Sante·n sent us a letter- lnf~rming us 
that they felt that their good name and honor were injured by this 
article. Thereupon they initiated a lawsuit agains.it De Waarhe:tcl. 

·:"In the letter addressed to our editors ·-- ~hich has been 
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mentioned be.fore in our paper -- S. Santen and -M. Raptis· state 
that they never had any links with Joop Zwart. They both strongly 
objected to the fact that our report could be interpreted as in
ferring that s. Santen as well as· M. Raptis were· in the service 
or the West German secret service, and collaborated with Joop 
Zwart• They also deny that Otto Fr·eitag was a member of· the Fourth 
International •. 

"A.fter meticulous consideration, we deem it necessary to 
state that we regret having published the above-mentioned report·,. 
A statement has been made in opposition to Otto Freitagts declara• 
tion that seriously.disputes part of·its contents. If' the report 
published in our issue of.October 14, ·1961, could have·been ·inter
preted as including accusations involving links with Joop Zwart or 
the West German secret ·service, we wish to dissociate ourselves from 
the accusations denied by the'. persons concerned. A report coming 
from a foreign country should. have been judged.more critically than 
was the case. The· fact- -t·hat the· .foreign news ·_editor in charge (who 
no longer works for u-s} '.failed: to· do this was an error. Had criti
cal judgment been used, parts ;Of ;the above-mentioned report would 
not have been published. Counsel of s. Santen and M. Raptis was 
informed about our point· o.f view. in this.· In response., S. San-Gen 
and M. Raptis withdrew their -1a~su~t ·&gi.i~~t De Waarheid. 11 

. -! . . 

Despite the legal gobbledego.ok and the olumsy e.f.fort to 
evade the issue and to use a .forme-t~:_;_edi'to!a ·as a scapegoat, the 
retraction is important. It is one o.f the few cases up to now in 
which an of.ficial Communiat·pal1ty publibation has retracted a typi
cal Stalinist s-lander o.f. Trots:Jcyist mil"i.tahts. '. 

Michel Raptis and Sal- Santen, int·ernationally known· Trotsky
ist leaders, members o.f the·· International Secretariat of the Fourth 
International, were arrested in 1960 by.-the Dutch police.- They 
were accused o.f helping in the liberation struggle o.f the Algerian 
FLN [Front de Lib~ration Nationale] against French imperialism by 
allegedly forging FFench bank notes, buying and smuggling arms for 
the Algerian underground, an_9- manu.fa<?turing false French identity 
papers. ___ ·--- .-:.~~~~.-------- ~- ...:':...: -~--

The two revolutionis-ts ··denied· the first ch~rge but admitted 
the other two, stating that it was their-duty.to help the caus~ 
o.f an oppressed nation against imperialist exploitation and rule. 

The world Trotskyist movement organized a de.fense campaign 
that attracted wide international:· support. · Among the prominent 
.figures who of~ered help were. Jean~Paul Sartre, Jorge Amado, and 
Bertrand Russell. In Ceylon more than sixty members of parliament 
expressed solidarity with the perseouted Trotskyist figures. 

_ This big campaign as well as the wide publicity given. the 
Amsterdam trial proved to be embarrassing to leaders of European 
Communist parties accustomed to throwingS-talinist slanders at 
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Trotskyists. Some of them sought to maintain a-discreet silenoe. 
Others, however, resorted to their usual praotioe •. This was.especi
ally tru~ of the East German, the French and the Dutch Connnunist _ 
party leaders. The npress conference 11 held by a·certain Otto F:r;lei
tag in East Berlin was part of this Stalinist way of responding to 
the challenge of the Amsterdam trial. Freitag accused Raptis and 
Santen of having connections with the ttwest German seoret service" 
through a notorious Dutoh anti-Communist, Joop Zwart, and thus organ
izing a vast provocation against the FLN. 

The slanders were exposed in the world Trotskyist press. Rap
tis and Santen filed a suit for damages against De Waarhe~. Caught 
with a flagrant lie in its pages, the Dutoh Communist party publica
tion finally deoided to get out of the jam as best it could. 

IffiEM:LIN GRANTS INDIAN BOURGEOISIE HUGE ARMAlVIENTS CRE:p~ 

A recent trip by India's President Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan 
and Defenoe Minister Chavan to Moscow paid off handsomely for the 
Indian bourgeoisie. The Kremlin announced that it had agreed to 
send huge shipments of arms to India, mostly on credit. 

Aooording to the weekly London Economist [September 26], the 
credits amount to around £50,000,000 [£! = $2.so] and n1s likely in 
the end substantially to exceed that figure.tt 

. Moscow had already granted India six MIG-21 fighter planes 
(of which two crashed). The Khrushchev government has now agreed 
to bring India's supersonic fighter strength up to three squadrons, 
a total of forty-nine aircraft. It has also agreed to rush a pro
jected aircraft plant in India itself to produce MIG .fighter planes. 

The Economist ooncludes: 11 Against a China weakened by the 
loss of Sovfet military aid (western experts reckon that its air 
.force in partioular is now short of both planes and petrol, and 
therefore of training), the Indian forces may soon be able to prove 
a far tougher antagonist than the debacle of 1962 would suggest." 

These facts show that the Soviet bureaucracy has taken an
other long step toward lining up wilitarily with the Indian bour
geoisie against the Chinese Revolution and the Chinese workers 
state. The military aid granted by Khrushchev to Nehru in 1962 
against China was one of the main causes that triggered of.f the pub• 
lic break between Peking and Moscow. Undoubtedly this latest be
trayal of the elementary interests of the workers states as a whole 
will in turn further sharpen already tense Sino-Soviet relatlons. 

Kb.rushchev' s decision to take this big new step in helping 
tho Indinn bourgeoisie mi.litarily is all the more scandalous in 



view of the acute food shortage in India, which in some regions 
is nearing famine. A genuine Marxist-Leninist leadership in the 
Soviet Union would have offered India huge credits for food~ 
appealing, if necessary, over the head of the bourgeois govern
ment to the Indian people themselves and pointing out how the 
Congress regime is squandering money in arms needed for feeding 
the people n.nd for developing the economy. 

It would have stressed the direct relation between the huge 
increase in armaments expenditures, the rise in prices and the de
crease in food supplies in India. 

It v1ould have called upon the Indian people to take the 
ro~d of a8rn.rian revolution and sooialist reconstruction, the road 
of the Hussian and Chinese revolutions, not the roo.d of capitalist 
armaments and bourgeois profiteering. 

Instead of acting in this way, as Lenin and Trotsky would 
have when they headed the Soviet Union, fostering the rising mili
tancy now apparent among the Indian masses, the Kremlin has decided 
to bolster the power and prestige of the bourgeois regime, helping 
to arm it against the Chinese Revolution and against the Indian 
masses. In the given context, it is hard to conceive a more ooun
terrevolutionury measure than the one taken by Khrushchev. 

It is true that illMtimed and ill-explained military opera
tions of the Chinese leaders in the past helped to prepare the 
ground psychologically for this latest betrayal by the Kremlin; 
but revolutionists must not permit this to be used as an apology 
f'or ganging up with world capitalism and Indian reaction against 
the Chinese workers state. 

JOHNSON SAYS A KIND WORD FOR PEACE 

Johnson has been cautiously picking up the peace theme in his 
campaign f'or the White House.. At Manchester, New Hampshire i on 
September 28 he said that he didn't want to extend the war in South 
Vietnam to the north. "Before I start dropping bombs around the 
country, I would want to think about the consequences of getting 
American boys into o. war with 700,000,000 Chinese." 

However, Johnson virtually cancelled this out by stating in 
the same breath his intention to continue the war in South Vietnam. 
Let no one charge him with being 11 soft on Connnunism" 1 

Actually Johnson's demagogy on peace is about the palest ever 
uttered by a presidential candidate. Woodrow Wilson promised f'lat
ly to keep America out of World VJar I. Roosevelt promised the 
mothers of America 11 again and again and again" that he would keep 
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Amerioa out of World War II. Eisenhower enjoys the unique distinc
tion of being the only presidential candidate to have carried out a 
peace pro~ise. He took the United States out of the Korean conflict. 

Just how much value can be placed on Johnson's campaign propa
ganda- oan he- judged by remarks made the very next day in Tokyo.-by 
William ·p. Bundy, Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Afl
fairs. This top official in Johnsen's adm.inistration in a p~epared 
address before the Research Institute of Japan made the followins 
belligerent declaration: 

"Expansion of war outside South Vietnam, while not a oourse 
we wo.nt or seek, could be for.cad upon us by the. increased external 
pressures of the Communists, including a rising scale of infiltra-
tion. 0 · 

Bundy developed the State Department's well-known n dorrinon 
theory. According to this, i.f South Vietnam __ " go.e.s _Commlll1.ist.n ___ th~_n.._ 
the rest of Southeast·Asia will go next. This will be followed by 
India, and eventually Australia, Africa a~d Latin America. 

The Soviet Union·also came under attack from Bundy. ttBut we 
doubt that the u~s.s.R. has yet abandoned her Cornraunist expansionist 
aims, n he said, 11 and certainly to the point where in the foreseeable 
future she could be relied upon to play a constructive role in assist
ing other nations to defend themselves against Communist c;riina." 

V~~ile the Johnson administration was speaking out of both 
sides of its mouth on peace, doubletalk was also heard on the 11 rightn 
of American field commanders· to use atactical11 nuclear· viea.pons if 
they see i'it. 

A Time magazine article revealed that Gen. Lauris Norstad, 
former Supreille Commander of NATO [North Atlantic Treaty Organization] 
"never ho.d n:ny doubt about his authority to act in the event of any 
attaok on Vfostern Europe during the Cuba missile crisis of 1962; he 
could use his tactical· atomic weaponry.n 

Norstad denied this in an interview published by the Washing .. 
ton star September 23. From other information appearing in -the Wash
ington press, however, it VlQ.U.ld _upp~a.r tho.t a ques~Jon of semc..ntics 
may be involved. According to the Associated Press [September 23] 
the Supremo Allied Connnander· 0 is reported to be under striot admoni
tion to consult with the president before using any nuclear weapons 
-- if ut all possible." 

Under certain circumstances, however, the commander of all 
American for·ces in Europe would have the "option to act.n 

The Associated Press added· that other "top u.s. oonnnan.ders, 
such as the commander in chief Paci£ic and possibly the head of 
U.S. air defenses, may have s·imila.r authority. 11 · · 
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HALF OF AFRICAN CHILDREN TUBERCULAR 

At a meeting of the South African National Tuberculosis 
Association in Bloemfontein last June, Dr.c.J.H.Brink, direotor of 
hospital services in the Orange Free State, reported that fifty 
per cent of African children are tubercular at the age of ten. The 
reason, he said, is malnutrition. 

ALEXANDER APPEAL MAY BE HEARD IN NOVEMBER 

FRANKFORT, Sept. 22 -- According to defense counsel, an 
appeal in the Dr. Neville Alexander case may be heard in the Court 
of Appeals at Bloemfontein in November. Yesterday's issue of the 
Frankfurter All emeine Zeitun reported this information whioh it 
received from its A rican correspondent. 

Dr.· Alexander is the outstanding South African intellec-tual, 
well lalown in West Germany where he studied, who was sentenced to 
ten years at hard labor for allegedly plotting to commit "sabotage" 
against the Verwoerd government because of its ·racist policies.· 

Rumors have been persistently spread in West Germany that · 
appeal efforts were being dropped. These rumors have been ener
getically scored by defense counsel. 

Difficulties have been encountered in preparing the appeal 
but this is due to obstacles placed in the way by prison authori
ties at Robben Island where Alexander and six other defendants in 
the case were assigned to the infamous stone quarry. The Robben 
Island jailers have blocked counsel from consulting with the prison-
ers in preparing the appeal. · 

The four women defendants, held at Worcester jail (Cape pro
vince), have been permitted to talk with their lawyers, however, 
and allowed to sign papers empowering counsel to file the appeal. 

The Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung reports that the campaign 
to colleot funds for the appeal, launched by former fellow students 
of Dr. Alexander, has met virith considerable success. Contributions 
have been reoeived in particular from Britain, Japan and the United 
States in addition to West Germany. 

Since the case began, a total of DM 44,000 [$111 000] have 
been received. To carry through the appeal, it is estimated that 
DM 36,000 [$9,000] more will be required. Germa~ supporters have 
pledged DM 5,000 [$1,250] of this. 

Contributions can be sent to IVIrs. bonnie Kirkby, 27 Thursley 
House, Holmewood Gardens, London, S.W.2. 
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TWO ALEXANDER WITNESSES HOUNDED IN S.OUTH AFRICA 

Two Coloured witnesses in the case of Dr. Neville Alexander· 
and ten others have been served with banning orders by South Afri
can authorities in Capetown. 

The two are Cyril Wallace Jaoobs 1 2-6, a school teacher, and 
Yusuf Lu~, 2.2, labourer. 

Both men were called by the prosecution as witnesses in. the 
famous Alexander case. Both of them refused to testify. 

The police retaliated by later arresting them and charging 
them with 11 sabotage.n However the charges were withdrawn last May 
and the two Viet~~ were release4'• 

Under the_banni~g orders, which are valid for five years, 
·the two men are prohibited from attending any meetings whatsoever, 
including social gatherings. 

. In addition, Lucas is confined to the magisterial district 
of the Cape and Jacobs to the. magisterial district of Wynberg •. 

Lucas must report to the police at Caledon Square every 
Monday_.. cT~oobs must. report similarly every Monday to the Lans-
downe polioe. · · · · ·· · · · · 

The v:i.riclictiveness of the South Atri.can authorities went .. 
beyond even these reprisals in the case of Jacobs. Last sUll1lner he 
was offered a post as teacher at a Coloured secondary school at 
Bonteheuwel. The Department of q_oloured Affairs refused to allow . 
him to take up the appointment. 

The Alexander case, in which the government sought to force 
the two men to testify against the defendants, began last November. 
The eleven defendants,, all of whom were Coloured, were charged 
with nsabotage.u Their real 11 crime" was political opposition to 
the fasoist-like apartheid policy of the Verwoerd government. 

The trial received sensational treatment in the South '~Afri
can press. Books taken from Dr. Alexander's private.library were 
read into the court record as "evidence. 11 The books included such 
well-known works as Che Guevarats treatise on guerrilla warfare, 
writings by Mao Tse-tung, by Lenin and by Karl Marx. 

The eleven defendants. were found guilty and sentenced last 
April 15 to sentences ranging from ten to five years. Four of the 
defendants were women. All of them were quite youthful. 

The six men were sent to Robben Island, South Africa's ver
sion of a Nazi concentration camp. There they have been subjeoted 
to infamous indignities and manhandled by prison guards. Dr. 
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Alexander, one of' South Af'r~_~a-'_ ~ ... <?_~t-=-~~anding intellectuals, suf'
fered injuries in one of his eardrums when he refused to do the 
11 Ta'.uza dance," a humiliating performance in which prisoners must 
expose their sexual organs on pretext of being s.earched when they 
return from their day's work in the prison's stone quarry. 'C 

An Alexander Def'enoe Committee has·been·organized in England 
to seek f'unds for an appeal and t6 help the faliiilies of the prison
ers. Inquiries about this can be sent to Mrs. Connie Kirkby, · · 
27 Thursley House, Holmewood Gardens, London, S.W.2. 

KIDNAP CARS 0 0WNED" BY VERWOERD MEN 

A South Af'rican newspaper, th~ Rand Daily Mail, has reported 
that the two automobiles used in kidnapping Dennis Higgs were origin
ally bought by the Verwoerd government. 

. . ~ 

Higgs was kidnapped from his home in Busaka1 Northern Rho
desia,. by three white men on August 28. The next day he ,was 11 f'oun~" 
by police in Johannesburg bound and blindfolded in one of the oars. 
He had been hea·ten·by his a.bduot·ors: ·They- had hauled· him ·i'rom 
Northern Rhodesia, through Southern Rhodesia.and into South Af'rica, 
a total of l,.,OQO .miles and across two borders without any inter
f'erence from authorities. [See September 18 World Outlook for on
the-scene story from Lusaka.] 

After -keeping the Brit·i'sh-born teacher in jail f'or three 
days, the Soµth African government, in response to heavy pressure 
from British authorities, released him into their custody. He 
then flew to England with his wife and baby daughter. 

In London September· 18, Dennis Higgs said: nrr the cars 
were South Af'rican govern~ent vehicles than I intend to take legal 
action." 

The South African police did not deny the reve·-1ation made 
by the ~~nd Dail& Mail, bu~ police chief General J.M.Keevy said 
the arti.oie was irrespon·sible • 1~ · 

The Verwoer.d.government is still pressing Britain to return 
Higgs to faoe charges o.f "bomb sabotage." 

NELSON MANDELA.i S LAWYER SEIZED 

Abra.ham Fischer,, Q.C., the· attorney who dared defend Nelson 
Mnndelu, wo.s seized by Johannes.burg police September 23. The like
ly chnrge is. "subversion" under the 0 suppression· of Comrmmism Aot.n 
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WITCH-HUNT CASE IN NIGERIA 

The Balewa government, which was rocked-by a general strike 
in the first two weeks of June [see World Outloo~, September 11, 
for eyewitness account], has responded in its own way to the vast 
working-class movement that swept Nigeria. It has begun a witoh
hunt. 

A nuniber of arrests were made, including leading trade 
unionists, following the strike. Then four of the victims were 
singled out for trial on charges of nsedition." 

Among the f'our was Dr. Victor Leonard Allen, senior lecturer 
in Industrial Science at the University of' Leeds and a specialist 
in trade-union studies, who was in Af'rica collect·ing material and 
interviewing trade-union leaders. Placed on trial with him were 
Sidi Khayam and Jonas KiomasekenaghAbam, both trade unionists, and 
Olushegun Adebayo, a teacher. 

They were accused of nconspiringtt between March 1 and June 10 
of this year to overthrow the Nigerian federal government by subver
sive means, with having drawn up "plansn f'or this purpose, and with 
having in their possession certain seditious publications. 

'11he publications included an alleged "progrannne of the Com
munist Party of Nigeria" and an alleged "Constitution of the Revo
lutionary Socialist Party." 

The Connnunist party document was said to have declared: 
11 Today Nigeria is a semi-independent, feudalist, capitalist society 
in the midst of a national democratic revolution nearly two decades 
old.n 

The Revolutionary Socialist party document was said to have 
declared that- members were "duty bound to understand Marxist theory 
and follow the countryts political trend.-u The aim of the organi
zation was to tlprepare and mobilize the working class and other 
toiling masse f'or the establishment of' a workers-farmers Govern
·ment and for t_e building of a socialist society." 

The trial is still dragging on. Almost half the proseou
tion' s case so fr has been.taken up with arguments and evidence 
relating to the· dmissibility of a statement made to the police by 
Sidi ID1ayam. Th defense has arguad that the statement is not ad
missible "because it was not voluntary." 

In a letter. t a i'riend in England, Allen said: 11 From my 
own observations and xperiences I knew the police were lying yet 
the magistrate went ut of his way to say that he believed as true 
the very things I ew were lies. • • I lost all faith in the 
court and now oxpe t the worst." 
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In another letter three weeks earlier, Allen described a 
visit to the British High Cornntlssioner. n1 put to him details 
concerning bribery -- said there was strong evidence that he [the 
magistrate} had actually accepted a bribe as we.11 as having had 
the government instructions. ~ • said he could do nothing· about 
the matter.n · 

The manner in which the prosecution is seeking 0 evidence 11 

to bolster, its case can be gathered fr.om the following: On Septem
ber 2 the Dai. ly Times of Nigeria reported the protest of counsel 
for the defense that· one of it:s witnes,ses Babu Omojola had been 
arrested by the police. Two days later the Daily Times reported 
that ttall the accused persons now facing sedition·charges ••• 
were rigorously searched in the early hours of yesterday morning 
by a team of CID.n 

Gerry Jones, a mathematics teacher in Ghana, who deoided to 
visit Victor Allen while visiting Nigeria, was seized by the police. 
They apparently thought he might be convinced to serve as a witness 
for the prosecution. Upon returning to Ghana, Jones wrote to a 
friend in Britain, describing his experience: 

"I was taken from the office where I was being questioned at 
1:30 a.m. approx. I was taken to a nearby room, which was a oon
ference room, by three Nigerian officers. When :inside one· asked 
me why I was· wasting their· time; why wasn't I answering their ques
tions. He slapped my face, pushed me against a wall, ·pulled me 
back and slapped me again. Two of them then grabbed a hand eaoh 
and started twisting my thumbs, fingers and wrists. The third was 
behind hitting my elbows with something wooden. Then he hit my 
back, pinching and slapping my faoe and trying to pinch my fingers 
with a bulldog paper clip. · 

nBy this time I found myself half sitting or lying aoross 
one of the benches. The first two still had my hands. The third 
now got hold of my hair -- he was careful to gather in as much as 
he could in one hand. He then pull·eQ. me back so that I was lying 
on the bench, while the other two wero exerting pressure to make 
me rise. The third started banging my·head on the bench and punch
ing me in the throat. All the time they were shouting questions 
and· insults at me. Then they started to knock and punch me towards 
the ·door, the third man punching and pulling at my testicles •. · Upon 
reaching the door I was taken back to the first room for more ques
tioning. I should estimate I was in the room 20 minutes. 

"Bruises and broken bruises on back. 
painful, head bruised, right hand sprained. 

Cut on neck, throat 
11 

• • • 

Allen and his fellow defendants are in need of help, both 
financial and moral. Protests about the cuse should be sent to 
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the Nigerian High Co~~ssioner, 9 Nort~umberland Avenue, London, 
w.c.2. 

Money should be sent directly to Victor Allen, % Barclayts 
Bank, DCO, 40 Marina, Lagos, Nigeria. 

Messages of support should be sent to Victor Allen, % Office 
of United Kingdom High Commissioner, Lagos, Nigeria. 

PUT A STOP TO DANGEROUS SPECULATION1 
. . 

. The eagerne-ss of the strategists of u.s. imperialism to ex
ploit the Sino-Soviet dispute fpr their own renctiono.ry ain1s was 
underlined o-nce again by fresh revelations made in Washington Octo
ber 1. According to Reuters, it was learned "authoritatively" that 
the u.s. government sent out feelers to Kb...rushchev last year "to 
draw up joint· plans to prevent Co:rmnunist China from developing a 
nuclear oapahillty." . 

nThe U.$. bid for Soviet cooperation to thwart China's entry 
into the nuclenr club was made,. personally to Soviet Premier Nikita 
s. Khrushchev by Averell Harriman." The probing operation was on.r
ried out by the Under Secretary of State for Political Af'fairs when 
he was in Moscow to negotiate the partial nuclear-test-ban treaty in 
August 1963. 

Harriman's success in negotiating the test-ban treaty appar~ 
ently encouraged the millionaire diplomat to go further in seeking 
collaboration against the People's Republic of China. · 

Kl1.rushchev, however, did not respond to the overtures. Ho 
"merely stated that ·the Russians had ended their nuclear weapons 
asaistanoe to Peking in 1959-60. 11 

Harriman suggested that the ndevelopment of China's nucloar 
capability might load to grave trouble in Moscow-Peking relations." 
However, Khrushchev "reportedly remained silent11 to these insinua .... 
tions and Harriman did not press the matter. 

VTILy these revelations at this time? Apparently Washingtonts 
strategists are making a new probe as to Moscow's possible attitude 
in the event the u.s.· escalates the war in South Vietnam. Some 
"top u.s. government experts," acoor.ding to Reuters, believe that 
the Soviet leaders 11 might be happy to see China involved in local 
troubles" but would "put aside0 the Sino-Soviet rift "if the 
destruction of the Chinese Conun.unist regime was involved." 

A firm indication from the Soviet government of full support 
to the People's Republic of China in any conflict with imperialism, 
local or otherwise, is needed to put a st-op to dangerous speo.ulation 
of this kind in Washington •.. Let no one there believe they micht got 
away with a gamble to spread the war in S-outh Vietnamt 
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COUNTRYSIDE STIRS IN INDIA 

By Kailas Chandra 

BOMBAY -- A call for 0 Bharat Bandll Hartal" [a voluntary 
stoppage of business throughout the country] on September 25, 
issued by the Samyukta Socialist party [SSP] and its two trade
union wings -- -the Hind Mazdoor Sabha [HMS] and the Hind Mazdoor 
Panohayat [HMP] -- as a· national protest against the food polioy 
of the Congress government proved a total flop in most states. 

The sponsors of the "hartal11 were themselves responsible 
for the fiasoo. In the first place~ the petty-bourgeois leader
ship of the SSP was opposed to any industrial action"; i. e·., a 
general strike by the working class. Its appeal was confined to 
small traders and businessmen to close shop and to students to 
abstain from classes. The response was negligible. 

The SSP rejected a suggestion that all the left pa~ties and 
central trade-union organisations controlled by them should issue 
a joint call for a day's token general strike on a national soale 
September 25. The SSP declared that it would not enter into any 
.~~united front" arrangement with the "Communistsn (with their 
alleged "extra-territorial loyalties")1 

The Lohiaite section of the SSP nevertheless approached Com
munist leader S .A.Dange in his capacity as general secr·etary of the 
All India Trade Union Con$ress, which is controlled by the CPI 
[Communist party of IndiaJ, proposing that he should convene a oon
ference of trade-union leaders to plan an all-India action.by the 
working class on September 25. 

Dange re.fused to respond, ostensibly because there was "no 
su.fficient agreement" among the left parties on the question of a 
general strike. He was content with the "satyagraha" campaign of 
token defiance of the law by CPI members in typical Gandhian style 
in different states. (Dange himsel.f courted arrest and was de
tained by the Bombay police .for a few hours.)' 

Only in West Bengal did all the parties, includin~ the SSP, 
both wings o.f the CPI [pro-Khrushchevist and pro-ChineseJ, the 
RSPI [Hevolutiona.ry Socialist party of India], RCPI [Revolutionary 
Communist party or India], join together to issue a united call 
for a dayt s token general strike on Se.ptember 25 in· that state. 
The response was not up to the expectations o.f th_e sponsors. The 
West Bengal state government moved into retaliatory action and 
arrested inore than 2,500 political workers and trade unionists on 
the eve of the strike. 

Chief Minister P.C.Sen b6asted in the West Bengal legisla
tive assembly on September 25: "If the :May 20 general strike was 
fifty per cent successful, today's strike was only twelve per cent 
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successfulln 

Sents statement was of doubtful accuracy. On September 25 
industrial activity in Calcutta came to a virtual standstill al~ 
though the strike was not as demonstrative as the May 20 strike 
called by the left parties. (Likewise to protest the government's 
food policy.) 

There is.no doubt that the September 25 nhartaltt looked like 
an anticlimax to the growing militancy of the masses all over the 
country in recent months, The bourgeois press was gleeful over the 
nleftist fiasoo.n The Free Press Journal, a liberal bourgeois news
paper of Bombay, commented September 28: "The waning popular attrac
tion to repetitive tbandhs' [closures] in many urban areas, as re
flected in the response to the 'Bharat Band.hi organised by the left
ist parties to spotlight attention on foodgrain shortage and spiral
ling prices, is quite understandable. Carried to the extremes the 
unvarying pattern of such agitation can scarcely be expected to 
become the spice of life. It tends to lose novelty and to blunt 
the edge of emotional excitement ••• 11 

The newspaper was certainly wrong in "accusing" the tradi
tional lef't parties of carrying the struggle to "extremes.n On 
the contrary, the SSP and the CPI were half-hearted about the whole 
affair. There is, however, some truth in the contention that the 
masses are losing interest in the ritualistic 11 bandhn calls. IJ.1his 
is not beoause they tend "to lose novelty," etc. They have not 
been eff'ective in chanellising the growing popular discontent. The 
leadership is lagging behind. The masses are seeking higher forms 
of strugsle. An all-India general strike, with adequate organisa
tional preparations, would certainly have given new energy to the 
movement (or "emotional excitementn for the petty bourgeoisie). 
The reformist leadership of the SSP and the opportunist Dange 
leadership of the CPI combined to betray the possibility. Perhaps 
both of them knew that a national general strike would unleash 
forces which they were not confident of "controlling" 01, which 
might have shattered the ref'ormist and class-collaborationist illu
sions they have fostered. 

But the Free Press Journal knows better. It warned the rul
ing class and its state that "to criticise such agitation and its 
organisers is not to deny.that popular dissatisfaction and discon
tent over the slow and inadequate progress on the food front con
tinue to simmer and sizzle. Official complacency can thus be woe
fully misconceived. • • When the gilt is taken off the gingerbread, 
the stark fact may stare an impartial observer in the faoe that 
noisy ~d explosive discontent, long confined to politicall.Y oon-. 
soious cities is slowl erha s im erceptibl see in through 
mofussil smallest towns and the remote hinterlands of the oountr ." 
LEmpho.sis ·added. 

The Journal draws the attention of the government to the 



sporadic outbursts, in the form of food riots and looting of 'shops;, 
that occurred in many parts of the country, significantly enough 
on September 25. It points out: "Friday's happenings in some 
parts· of Mysore, Bihar, Maharashtra, Andhra, Assam and Cooch-Behar 
are calculated to give such an impression [of explosive discontent] 
though some of the volcanic violence which.attended them in some · 
places will be deplored and denounced. How far breaking of the 
godowns [warehouses] and indulgence of violence are due to politi
cal instigation, to exploitation by hooligan elements, or to the 
extremity of popular distress, is hard to determine. But it is 
imprudent to soft-pedal the existence of distress.n 

The n existence of distre-s·s·1r .(cfcsp°ite Union Food 
Minister Subramaniam-'s assertion in parliament that the food situa
tion in the country had improved in r8cent weeks) caused sporadic· 
and unorganised demonstrations in most states, not in the politi
cally ~scious cities but in the remote towns. 

Newspaper headlines on September 25 and subsequent days 
offer eloquent testimony to the "extremity of popular distress." 
Here are a few of the "incidents" reported in the daily press: 

• "one person was killed and one injured when the police 
opened :fire [September 25] at two places in Bellapy [Mysore state] 
even as the looting of foodgrains godowns continued well past mid
night. Mobs roamed the market areas which remained closed in 
response to the 'Bharat Bandh' call by the SSP and the CPI. 11 

· • 11 Two persons were killed in a police firing on a mob or 
demonstrators at Kishangang in Purnea district [Bihar] ••• Near
ly 25 persons and 11 policemen and officers were also injured in a 
clash between the demonstrators and the police at the Kishangang 
Sub-Divisional Of:ficer's Court, following the arrest of Lakhan Lal 
Kapur, joint secretary of the SS~ in connection with the 'Ghera 
Dalot [literal meaning: surround government offices] agitation 
launched all over the State on Sept. 25." 

~ nAn unruly mob of over 2,000 led by SSP workers was 
alleged to have attempted to enter the Malhargang grain market 
[in Indora, Madhya Pradesh]. They were also said to have looted 
some vegetable vendors. The District Magistrate has promulgated 
a ban on assembly o:t: more than :Cive persons. 11 

o "Seven persons were injured, two.of them seriously at 
Marakpur, 60 miles from Kurnool LAndhra Pradesh] when police opened 
fire to quell a riotous mob in a·prooession taken out Sept. 25 morn
ing. Acoo.r¢i.i;ng to the police, the crowd indulged in lpq:PJ.ng o_:r 
grain shops. n . . .. . . . .. . ...... . 

Such "incidents 11 continued to occur in subsequent days·, again 
in the rural areas and small towns and not in metropolitan areas 
like Bombay, Calcutta, Madras and Delhi: 
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e nThree persons were killed and four injured when the 
police opened fire at two places in Guntakal [Andhra Pradesh] to 
disperse mobs looting foodgrain godowns and shops, according to 
an official report." 

• nNineteen persons were arrested on the charge of looting 
foodgrains from three shops in Baldevgang Mandi [Agara, Uttar Pra
deshJ. n 

• nThe police fired shots in the air to disperse a mob 
which attempted to raid foodgraln godowns in Akkalkot town [Mahar
ashtra] on Sept. 29. Sixty persons have been taken to custody. 
The mob later went to the local mamlatdarts office where it demand
ed jowar [local coarse grain]." 

There are too many "incidentsn of this type, of hungry people 
acting on their own in a sporadic manner, without any organised 
leadership, all over the country1 

This ls indeed not a very happy situation. No one would 
idolise unorganised mass violence of this kind, not the revolution
a:ry Marxists at any rate, ·of .looting of foodgrain shops and godowns. 
But they are symptomatic of what is happening in the country. VIl~ile 
the masses are acting thus, the Congress governments, despite their 
protestations of 1•social.ism," are acting in di.fferent states in. the 
most trigger-happy and ruthless manner in relation to the masses, 
and not against the foodgrain hoarders and the bankers who cover 
them. 

Indeed farces are being enacted in some states like Mahar
ashtra and Uttar Pradesh where a few traders have been arrested 
(and promptly released on bail) for not declaring their foodgrain 
stocks; and some god.owns have be~n raided by the police to seize 
hoarded grain stocks. 

Despite the complacent claims made by New Delhi that there 
has been ttimprovement" (Union Food Minister Subramaniam has gone to 
the absurd extent of accusing the left parties of creating a "men
tality of food scarcity" in the oountryl), the food situation is 
becoming more and more acute; contributing to unbridled inflation 
and shooting up of prices of essential commodities. 

The only way the Shastri government hopes to solve th.is 
problem is to import additional foodgrains from the United States. 
New Delhi signed a new contract September 30 to import 4,380,000 
tons of u.s. food during 1964-65 under Public Law 480 at an estim
ated cost of Rs. 1,900,000,000 [one rupee = $.21]. (Thi.s brings 
the total aid received by India from the u.s. tmder Public Law 480 
since 1956 to Rs. 13,700,000,000, sufficient to give u.s. imperial
ism a stranglehold over the Indian economy.) 

An equally complacent attitude has been adopted by the tra-
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di tiona1 left parties in face of the gro.w_ing mass unrest.. The 
policy is one_ of. inaction at a time wl1en the working class in the 
major cities, the.white-collar wage earners, the students and the 
rural poor are being dravm into the vortex of gigantic struggles. 
The working-class parties find themselves virtually paralysed and 
incapable of initiative. 

The ultra reactionaries are moving forward in this situa
tion. 1rhe Madhya Pradesh police recently opened fire on an assembly 
of mineworkers, who were staging a rn.lly in support of their trade
union demands, and killed three workers. Even an atrocity like this 
has gone unnoticed by the organised trade-union.mov$3-ment in the 
country. The Congr.ess governments in the states continue their 
trigger-happy policy in relation to the masses without even serious 
protest from the left. 

The present situation in India has great revolutionary 
potentialities. But if the energies of the masses are sapped by 
futile and chaotic outbursts instead of being co-ordinated into a 
national upsurge to sweep away the capitalist society which has 
outlived itself, only the better or-ganised reaction would take 

. advantage of the situation. The working-class parties must seize 
the initiative by organising united action of the working class on 
a national scale for immediate economic demands linked with wide 
political demands. 

11he Indian bourgeoisie cannot possibly solve the basic 
problems presented by the masses, either on the economic or po~iti
cal fronts. Every mass movement today poses the problem of politi
cal power. The bourgeoisie in India is entering a new phase of 
continuous political crises. It is resourceful enough to meet them 
by resorting to military dictatorial means sooner or later, with. 
the help of u.s. imperialism, unless the working class intervenes 
effectively and in time. 

This poses a now challenge to the working class parties, 
who are still suffering from refo~mist parliamentary illusions. 
They can faoe this challenge only througll· united action of the 
masses, not by their present manoeuv~es for electoral alliance: _as 
in Kerala. The working class must be educated to create a new 
leadership on the basis of workers• councils in factories and work
shops to be co-ordinated on a regional and national basis. Trade 
unions must build workers'·guards before the reaction gets ready to 
strike. 

The first requisite is a strong revolutionary vanguard with 
a correct perspec.tive.. This is sure to emerge in the course of 
the coming upsurge of t~e masses. 
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Fort B;ragg in the Spotliggt 

THE PUZZLING DEFEAT IN SOUTH VIETNAM 

By Joseph Hansen 

Why isntt the u.s. winning in South Vietnam? The White 
House, the State Department, the Central Intelligence Agency and 
the Pentagon have no answer. They avoid admitting this, however, 
by forecasting, if not victory, at least ultimate attainment of a 
position of strength from which to negotiate. 

The mystery 9f America's incapacity to win was pointed up 
again by the uprising of the Montagnards, the.primitives in the 
hills whom American Special Forces teams have been training for 
the past two years in the modern techniques of fighting Communism. 

On September 20, these tribes suddenly .revqli:i.ed •.. Armed .. 
with bows and arrows, according to a Saigon report, they arrested 
their American advisers and seized the Ban Me Thuot radio station. 

To appreciate the effect of this news in Washington, you 
need to know something about the training received by the Speoial 
Forces teams. An inside story on this recently appeared in the 
weekly London Observer [August 2]. Written by Andrew Wilson, the 
account begins as follows.: 

Politics ~nd Psychology 

"'This is survival training,' said the colonel, offering 
me a snack of .fox and racoon meat out into small dry cubes. Out
side the gl'ass shelter.the sun shone on a pine wood where there 
were frequent explosions and gunfire. 

"We were visiting.the United States Arrrry Special War.fare 
Centre at Fol't Bragg, North Carolina, which trains specialists in 
counter-subversion and guerrilla tactics for the war in Vietnam..tt 

Fort Bragg, continues Wilson, is concerned primarily with 
Vietnam, 11 though·it could as readily provide counter-subversion 
teams for the Arctic." Among other things, Fort Bragg contains 11 a 
replica of a Vietnamese village for demonstrating Vietcong tactics 
and a classroom where pretty Asian girls .from the Berlitz lan~uage 
school teach basic Vietnamese in six weeks. 0 

The Speoial Forces trainees, who "wear commando-style berets," 
learn every trick in the trade. First comes basic training in ttun
armed combat and underwater demolition." Then specialization in 
"political and psychological war.fare.u 

How thorough Washington is in schooling its men in this kind 
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of warfare can be gathered from the following: 

0 Since political warfare must be waged in the .field, students 
are trained to feel at home· at an tunderdeveloped' level. They 
learn how to kill a inari.with"<:>ne's bare· hands, how to bite off the 
head of a snake, and how to manu.facture propaganda leaflets with 
kits made .from boot polish and jungle berries.n 

With such training in political and psychological warfare, 
the Amerioan.s should be sure winners in Vietnam. Yet no one seems 
to be betting on them. 

"At Fort Bragg, 11 reports Wilson, "one cannot help askine 
why, with all this diligence and -tough training, the war in Viet
nam is going so badly? Officers reply wryly that it's not the 
f'ault of the Special Forces but the unwillingness of the South 
Vietnamese to follow good advice." 

The Special Forces in Ac.ti·on 

Let us now· turn to what happens in the .field. We are 
indebted to three American o.fficers for the latest .facts. In 
Saigon, on September 29, Col. John Freund, an artillery of.ficer, 
Brig. Gen. William E. Denny, assistant chief of staff, and Col. 
Irving Wendt, who was daily ferried with message.~ in and out or 
the camp of the moWltain tribesmen, granted a ·.press conference. 
The three officers made no critic isms, either tt·implied or direot ,n 
of the Special Forces teams. 

"But under questioning," reports Peter Grose, special oor;:·-· 
respondent of the New York Times, 11 f'acts about the rebellion 
emerged showing how littie control or even knowledge the Americans 
living at the oamps can have over crucial political developments 
around them. n 

As extraordinary as this may appear:, in view of the train-
ing they received at Fort Bragg, the full story is even more astound
ing. 

nrt also seemed that the .Special Forces troops were power
less to prevent being used for pro-Communist purposes by the_ Montag
nards .11 -

Here are the .facts as. put together by Grose: 

11 It was disclosed that an American Special Forces captain 
had been disarmed and made to accompany three·. jeeploads of Montug
nard agitators ·into the Darlac province capital of Ban Met Huot to 
distribute mimeographed pamphlets denouncing 'American imperialists' 
and using Communist terminology in putting Montagnard demands for 
autonomy. 
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11 Presumably1 with an American along, Montagnard jeeps would 
not be stopped. 

nsimilarly, it was stated that no warnings or hints of rebel
lion had been reported from any of the five camps that participated 
in the uprising. 

11 Americans were living at each of the camps but were appar
ently .unable· to deteot strangers moving in and out of' the camps to 
coordinate planning in the days or even hours before the revolt." 

What Went Wro~g? 

If there were any extenuating circumstances, these were not 
revealed. For instance, the Special Forces teams may have run out 
of boot polish, a necessary ingredient in putting-out propaganda 
leaflets with jungle berries. This could explain much about the 
unfortunate breakdown in the situation. 

On the other hand, they may have produced an abundance of 
such propaganda leaflets, the effect of which nevertheless turned 
out to. be limited due to an unfor·eseen advance in technology in the 
area •. · If the·New York Times account is accurate, these bow-and~ 
arrow primitives seem to prefer material produced on a mimeograph. 
In fact,- some way or other, they have discovered how to operate a 
mimeocraph themselves, thus outmoding the role of boot polish and 
jungle berries in their politics and psychology. Seemingly they 
have also learned how to drive American jeeps, using them to trans-
port their mimeograph_ec~L pamphlets. On the other hand, the fact 
that display of a Fort Bragg alumnus is held by them to make a 
journey safer shows that they have not completely transcended the 
fetish level. 

It could also be that in carrying out political and psycholog
ical warfare in accordance with what they learned at Fort Brugg, the 
Special Foroes teams failed in the snake decapitation ritual. This 
might not neoessarily be due to any sag in morale. It could be due 
to a sag in the supply of snakes. The low supply of snakes, in 
turn, could be due to natural causes, or it could be an unexpected 
side effect from chemicals used in defoliating the jungle. This 
obviously deserves investigation. 

However, it could be that the source of the trouble does not 
lie in the field at all. It could be that some of the theories at 
Fort Bragg are at fault. Perhaps certain parts of the training 
should be re-examined. In feeding trainees, for instance, is it 
reallYr good practice to supply fox and racoon meat in "small dry 
cubes'? Exactly why should a dehydrated product be put in their 
dishes? The literature offered by manufacturers of other lines of 
dog food might be referred to for valuable suggestions, including 
savings: to the American taxpayers. 
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One item in particular in the Fort Bragg curriculum might 
be made the subject of inquiry -- by a responsible body, of course, 
like the House Un-American Activities Committee. This is the six 
weeks basic Vietnamese taught by "pretty Asian girls.n 

Just what does the nbasic Vietnamese" taught by these 0 pretty 
Asian girls" include? It is understandable, naturally, that young 
men on their way to the swamps and jungles of Southeast Asia, should 
be tttrained to feel at home at an •underdeveloped! level"; but in 
what area are the wily Communists more likely to practice infiltra
than where npretty Asian girlsn are used? Shouldn't Congress make 
it mandatory that basic Vietnamese be taught to unsophisticated 
trainees solely through phonograph records officially checked and 
supervised by the FBI? 

Another alternative, of course, is just to get the hell out 
of' South Vietnam and let the Vietnamese run their own affairs. How
ever, the strategists who conceived the Fort Bragg program appear 
unwilling to draw such a conclusion. Perhaps they are right. To 
become a modern nation, every people at one point or another must 
learn how to throw out intruders. The American Special Forces teams 
appear to be teaching the Vietnamese in the South useful lessons in 
this just as the French troops before them helped teach the Vietnam-
ese in the North. ·· · ·-·;-

FREEDOM NOW PARTY NOMINATES CANDIDATES 

By Evelyn Sell 

The all-Negro Freedom Now party [FNP] has nominated thirty
seven candidates in ·Michigan for state and national posts. 

Tb.ree national offices are being sought by the FNP: a seat 
in the United States Senate and two seats in the u.s.House of' Repre
sentatives. 

'11he party had attempted to get the ex-Muslim leader Malcolm 
X as their candidate for u.s.senate,. Election laws allow nonresi
dents to run for such an office but Malcolm has been in Africa since 
midsun:uner and plans to stay there during the remainder of the elec
tion period. The black nationalist spokesman wants the Af'rican 
nations to bring charges against the United States in the United 
Nations because of the racial oppression in this country. 

The FNP's main strength lies within the Detroit area whioh 
is a part of Wayne County. All of the county posts are being 
sought by FNP candidates but the hottest campaigning will probably 
center around the race for Wayne County prosecutor. The present 
prosecutor Olsen has earned the hatred of the Negro conununity with 
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his refusal to stop police brutality and harassment of minority 
groups. Attorney Henry Cleage, editor of the militant Illustrated 
~, will oppose Olsen. Attorney Cleage received 11,516 votes, 
running eighth in a field .of fourteen, when he appeared on the non
partisan ballot for judge of Recorders Court during the September 
primary election. · 

The nomination:of. these thirty-seven FNP candidates was 
something of a minor.miracle. The Michigan FNP has had to over
come considerable difficulties in order tq arrive ~t. this point. 
First of f+:t}, in order to get on the ballo:t almost.15,000 signa
ture~ are required from areas scattered around the state. The FNP, 
hampered by- organizational inexperience and the .ho~tility of police 
and· state officials, .was able to gather about 22, 000 signatures. 
Once · they secured ·a place, on the ballot, the .FNP was faced with 
critical internal and e~.t.a~p.al problems. Internally, the party had 
to cope with setting up ifri 9rgariizational ~tructure and reaching 
programmatic clarification -- a job which is still unfinished. 
Externally, the FNP was confronted with attacks by Democrats and 
Republicans, the respectable Negro leaders and even left-wing group
ings such as the Conununist party. 

The FNP members were called "racists in rev~rse" because they 
insisted on an all-black organization. They were ac_oused of trying 
to split the Negro vote so that racists could win office. 

Even more formidable than these outright attacks is the 
prevailing pro-Democratic-party sentiment which still pervades the 
Negro oomm.unity. 

11 The Freedom Now party in the state of Michigan is at the 
crossroads, 11 stated Rev. Albert Cleage, FNP candidate for Governor, 
after the party. gained ballot status. 11 We are pointing out a new 
direction for 22,000,000 Negroes ••• People are looking at us to 
see whether or not it will work. Other Negroes in other cities 
are wond€)ring, 'Do Negroes have sense enough to build a black poli
tical p&rty? .Are Negroes dedicated enough to spend th~ time neces
sary- to bn.ild a Freedom Now party? Are Negroes willing to contri
bute the money necessary to build a Freedom Now party? Beoause you 
cannot build a political party and a political campaign on nickles 
and dimes.· The Negro has got to be ready to build in terms of his 
time, o~ his effort and.of his money.n 

FNP members in Michigan well know that their campaign, their 
success in obtaining a significant number of votes in November will 
have profound repercussions within the embryonic Freedom Now groups 
in other areas. When the call for an independent all-black party 
was made in August 1963 a riumber of enthusiastic individuals across 
the United Stat.E3s set up meetings to discuss such a p:raojeot. It 
was only in Mic~igan, however, that the idea became a reality. 

At first glance it would seem that .Michigan would be th_e 



I 

-24-

last state to launch an independent Negro party because Negroes 
here have b~~n well integrated into the Democratic political maoh
ine. This situation followed from the fact ·that Negroes had become 
integrated within the labor movement which plays an important role 
in Michigan's Democratic politics. Negroes run as candidates, are 
active at the grass-roots level of the party and hold important 
political offices within the state. As an example of their influ~ 
ence and weight within the state•s party structure it can be noted 
that the largest group of Negro delegates attending the Democratic 
national convention came from Michigan. Negroes in Michigan had 
the very best situation in the country within the Democratic party. 
The very.best situation -- and it wasn't good enoughl Militant 
Negroes-like Rav. Albert Cleage and the members of Group on Advanced 
Leadership [GOAL] became convinced that the best that the Democrats 
had to offer was not good enough. In the national party dominating 
influence was wielded by the Southern racists; the acute problems 
of' the Negroes throughout the nation remained unsolved; _and those 
Negroes within the Democratic·party had to accommodate themselves 
to the poli·tical expediencies of' the Democratic party as a w~J.ole. 

Michigan, therefore, was the· logical birthplace of a func
tioning FNP because it was here that Negroes could best learn the 
limitations of working within the Democratic·party. As Rev.· Cleage 
stated, however, building a new party demanded.Negroes who were · 
dedicated, willing to give or their time, ei'fort und money. Al
though the group gathered around Cleage and GOAL was not exception
ally large it did furnish the dedicated workers who were able to 
put the party on the ballot and carry it along.to this point •. It 
was not an easy job and it is not a finished job -- but it is more 
than exists any other place in the country and deserves the support 
of' all people interested in advancing the cause of' the Negro. 

The only other Freedom Now candidate in the country is Paul 
Boutelle who is running for a seat in the New York state senate. 
The district which Boutelle is trying t·o represent lies within 
Harlem, the world's largest Negro ghetto. The latest reports on 
his candidacy, however, indicate that the state officials will rule 
him off' the ballot. The New York City officials have already ham
pered his election worl{ by re.fusing to a.llow him to hold meetings 
within·Harlem. He has been arrested twice for trying to address 
public meetings in Harlem. As Boutelle stated, ttMy two ar:rests 
for trying to exercise my right -of free speech exposes American · 
'demooraoyt as being a damn lie.n 

HONEST GOVERNMENT? 

The U.S.-· government owns 512 lie detectors, worth $420 1 066, 
operated by 639 employees, paid $4,3001 ·000 a year_, who gave 19,122 
tests in 1963. This doesn't include the CIA or National Security 
Agency, who aren't talking. 
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CHILE -- FAILURE OF A POLICY 

[The outcome of the September 4 elections in Chile has be
come the subject of.intensive discussion among left-wing circles 
throughout Latin Amer.le.a. The following contribution- represents 
the views of the Movim.iento Revolucionario Liberal of Colombia. 
It has been translated from No. 26 of the biweekly MRL publication 
Vanguardia which is printed in Begot~.] 

Chile's presidential election correctly aroused the highest 
expectations of the year among Latin-American leftists. This was 
not just a routine electoral event. It was not just another case 
of balloting in the long farce of the "representative democracies" 
of our continent. At stake was· something of keenest interest to 
all the revolutionary movements. In brief what was posed was the 
po~si.bility ·of a candidate of the left comi-ng to power along the 
electoral road, by peaceful and "democratic0 means. That is, 
whether the domestic reactionaries and North American imperialism 
would permit a ·victory in accordance with their rules and using 
their own arms. 

The reformists throughout the world were certain that Sal
vador Allende would win.-. The progr..am ·.of his .go.vernment was- already 
being converted into laws and decrees. The secretary .or the Com
munist party, on the eve of the election, declared that the issue 
was no longer the nationalization of the copper industry but the 
form of expropriating the Gringo companies. In the previous· elec
tion, Allende had been defeated by only 35;000 votes, which w~re 
probably .fraudulent. It was going .to be proved, f.or the first 
time in history, that the sooialis.t ·r.evolution could come to power 
through elections. But Allende was defeated by hal£ a million 
votes. The calculations of the reformists ended in a stunning 
failure. The road was opened for the new .face of the right in the 
continent -- Christian Socialism. 

Only incorrigible idealists could advance the hope that t_he
oligarchy and imperialism would permit themselve's to be defeated 
with pieces of paper. How would the victory have been defended if 
it had been gained? How would the bourgeois state machinery have 
been destroyed in order to construct the machinery of a new state? 
It was fortunate for them they werent t caught in ::tuch a compromis-. 
ing situation. It was a big victory for revolutionists the world 
over to see it con:firmed once again that only by demolishing the 
bourgeois state is it possible to open the road to the new society. 

It would be very interesting for the Colombian reformists 
to say something:. about the illusions they advanced in this respect 
in our country. The possible utilization of elections as a .form 
of agitation cannot be confounded with the false illusion of win
ning a change in the social structure along the electoral road. 
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THE GAINS IN THE CHILEAN ELECTION 

[The following is the conclusion of the text of a speech by 
Fidel Castro begun in last week's World Outlook. In the first part, 
Castro discussed Cuba's record in medical care. In this section he 
takes up a current topic of special interest in Latin America -
the Chilean election -- and then ends up with some words to the 
first generation of doctors formed completely under the Cuban 
Revolution. The speech was delivered September 10 and has been 
translated from the Spanish text published in the September 11 
issue of the Havana daily Revoluci6n.] 

We revolutionists must have a very clear understanding of 
our path and solid confidence in victory. 

We have lived through f·ive and a half years of revolution, 
five years of learning,: five years of doing or trying, five years 
of trying to create and of creating. We have gone through.differ-.. 
ent stages, different situations, some easier,. others more difTi
cult. We do not yet lmow what the future has in ·store for us in 
the way of tests. 

I think tha.t right now the ideological bat,tle between :the 
Cuban Revolution ·and imperialism is reaching its most feverish 
point. They have launched a 'st'.('llggle against us on every level -
econo1nio, political -- following various policies. They have 
employed every kind of means, inGlud,ing.a.rrried action. They have 
employed the whole arsenal of news reports and lies. They have 
employed ideological weapons. All imaginable means. But this 
battle between revolutionary ideas and reactionary ideas is now at 
its most feverish point and is being waged over the length an~ 
brea.dth·-·0:r a whol·e continent. 

They, with all means at their disposal, with an alliance of 
all the reactionary interests, try to look at things through "rose
colored" glasses. But we know that all that is becoming more and 
more 11 rose-colored11 is the ideas of the peoples. 

They work skillfully enough, at times they surpass us in 
their skill, at times they wield cevtain means better, at times 
they appeal to illusions, and at times they even weave false illu" 
sions. 

·It is very interesting.to see all that has taken place 
around the episode of the Chilean elections. The advance of the 
popular. rorces ,. the growth or the revolutionary movement in Chile 
has been so great in the last years that it virtually aroused genu
ine panic among the reactionary circles there and among the imper
ialist circles. The result was that whereas in the last election 
the various political forces were divi4e.d.behind numerous cahdida-
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cies.,· on this.occasion the tremendous rise of the revolutionary 
forces in Chile caused all the r eaotionary sectors -- which are 
still-powerful there-~ to unite, no longer behind a program oi:· 
the extreme right, as at first when there were three candidates; 
that is, a candidate of the revolutionary forces of the le:rt, a 
candidate of the reformist .forces and a candidate of the rightists. 
That division would inevitably have led to a.victory for the revo
lutionists. 

And so t~e elements of the extreme.right swung over to the 
reformists. And all the news media a:ud all the resources of imper
ialism were thrown behind the re.formists to block the triumph o:r· 
the revolutionists. Objectively, the reactionaries lost ground •. 

·The reactionaries had to abandon their extr.eme rightist positions 
in order to support a re.formist candidate and prevent the victory 
of the revolutionists. Blocking the triumph of the revolutionists 
became the fundamental objective of imperialism and reaction; and 
they pressed for the victory of the reformists. 

The president•elect is, ~n revolutionary language,- a re.form
ist. He is a partisan of limited re.forms of a social and economic 
character, whereas the revolutlonists are partisans of radical 
changes. Thus, for example, the reformists proclaim that the oopper 
industry need not be nationalized, while the revolutionists proclaim 
the ·need to nationalize the Nor-th American enterprises which have 
long exploited the oountryts natural resources. 

And thus while some advocate reforms, the others advocate 
radical changes. 

But since the triumph of the Cuban Revolution, continental 
politics as a whole have shown and expressed for certain the influM 
ence which our revolution has had in the continent and on the posi
tions of all the politicians. And thus the· struggle in Chile is no 
longer between the extreme right and the extreme left, between revo
lutionists and reactionaries -- in the most exac·t sense .·of the word 
-- but between re.formists and revolutionists. 

The candidate of the extreme right received a very smali 
vote; all the forces of the right were deployed behind the rerorm
ist candidate. The imperialists ·undoubtedly knew what the outoome· 
of' the elections would be• Nowadays it is not difficult to deter
mine the outcome of some elections in advance. We Cub~ns know this. 
And we Cubans know very well even how many votes can be influenced 
by the administrative apparatus of the state. We Cubans well know 
how the state.apparatus here used to mobilize at least a million 
voters in any election through various means of pressure, through 
various means of control. 

However, they tried to arouse false expectations, a false 
uncertainty, in order to beat the drums afterwards, proclaiming it 
to be a great victory, although in reality what was involved, at 
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bottom, was only a retreat rrom reaotionary ideas, a retreat r~om ·: · 
the positions of the ultrarightists and the need to resort to the 
banners of a rerormist program to blook the triumph or the revolu
tionists. 

And what they are trying. to cover up is the ract that even 
in these oiroumstances, with all the ~es·ouroes in the hands or re
aotion -- the resouroes of the state, the resources or imperialism 
-- the revolutionary forces obtained almost three times more votes 
than in the last eleotion, Thus rrom some 350,000, their vote 
increased to almost a million, a million votes oast in favor 0£ 
the· revolutionary program; a million oonscious votes cast ror it, 
marking an indisputable rise in the revolutionary consoiousness of 
the oontinent; a rise manifested in street actions and in the demon
strations of the Uruguayan students and workers against the break-
ing of relations with Cuba. . . 

The aoid test, the real test now raoing the reformists in 
Chile is the test of reality and the test of deeds. Beoause the 
reforms oan be more or less radical, but any really serious reform, 
any really rar-reaching reform, can only be made in behalf of the 
exploited classes and to the detriment of the exploiting classes. 

And we shall ·see what happens there when any serious rerorm 
is attempted -- if it is attempted -- that affects the interests 
of the oligarchy, that affects the interests of.the landholders, 
that affects the interests of the exploiters, and that affects the 
means by which the exploiters maintain their positions as classes, 
as exploiting classes against exploited classes, 

Beoause_either they intend to undertake some serious re
rorms to sustain.the hopes instilled in the moderate or reformist 
layers of the population, whioh would signify a clash with the 
interests of' the ;:oligarohs and monopolies, or they have sordidly 
defrauded the people. And that will be the decisive test. If 
they attempt to carry out truly serious reforms in Chile, we shall 
see what happens. We shall see whether the oligarchs f'old their 
arms, we shall see whether the "gorillas" [reactionary officer 
caste] do not step into the arena. We shall· see whether a military 
coup dT~tat ·is. not put on the agenda, as has .oocurred in other 
countries in response to measures that came nowhere near being 
serious reforms. And we revolutionists will take our seats and see 
what happens. 

The imperialists are chanting victory and saying that a 
revolution that maintains f'reedom is about to be made, What do 
they mean by a revolution that maintains freedom? A revolution 
that maintains freedom f'or the monopolies, a revolution that main
tains freedom for the exploiters, a revolution that maintains free
dom for the swindlers and deoeivers of' the people. 

For we well know that long bef'ore the word socialism was 

•J 
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uttered here, and long before the word Marxism was used, an agrari
an reform whioh limited landholdings to thirty oaballerias, that.is 
about 400 hectares [one hectare = 2.47 acres], immediately aroused 
a counterrevolution, immediately spurred organiz.ation of the inva
sion at Playa Gir6n, and set in motion all the reactionary forces. 
We would like to know whether it is true that an agrarian reform. 
can be made in Chile limiting landholdings to thirty caballerias 
and whether the oligarchs, the landholders, are going to fo!d their 
arms. We would like to know whether they are going to pass laws 
like those advanced by the Goulart government against the Yankee 
monopolies, against remittances.of profits, against the iniquitous 
exploitation 0£ Brazil; measures advanced to contain inflation, to 
bring the Brazilian people out of the inflationary spiral, and 
which gave rise to the cuartelazo [military coup d•~tat] of the 
"gorillas. 11 We shall see wtiether the landholders in the senate 
vote in favor of such a law, We shall see whether the exploiters 
in congress vote in favor of .laws that seriously injure their O'\m 
interests. Because if they do not seriously injure their inter
ests, they can pass twenty laws opting for a lesser evil. But we 
would like to see the oligarchy oommitting this hara-kiri. We 
would like to see this self-immolation of the oligarchy in the name 
of Christianity, of the most holy doctrines of the Apostolic and 
Roman Churoh. We want ta see what the oligarchs do, and what the 
"gorillasn do, and what the monopolies do. 

For it is clear, there is never any lack of purveyors of 
good advice in the United States ready to write an editorial, say
ing: "Good; he is going to carry out some reforms but he is for 
the West. He is going to do this and that and much more, as some 
people are demanding.n · 

But, what happens when these interests are really injured? 
And we are going to watch how this revolution is made; we are going 
to watch how they liquidate illiteracy. We are going to watoh how 
they carry out a program of medical care -- like.the program of our 
Revolution. We are going to watoh how they attempt to reconoile 
interests of the exploiters and the exploited. We are going to 
watch this beoause it should be very interesting. 

And we are going to see whether the oligarchic, feudal struc
ture of a country can be changed with wishes, with good intentio~s, 
and we are going to see what happens there. For we are very inter
ested and very curious about vd1at happens there, and we must try to 
get the news from there, to see whether with the help of the Alli
ance for Progress, and without any economic blockade, and without 
harassmentj and without maneuvers in the OA.S [Organization of. Ameri
can States , and without military threats, without any of that, they 
oan get tq first base after all.the achievements of the Cuban Revo
lution. [Applause.] 

And if they can do it, we will be very happy, but very happy, 
because it will be the first case of self-immolation conunitted by 
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the exploiters and reactionaries. If they do·it we will ·i'eel happy 
for the Ch:j.;,l_(3an$. If they do it with the·full help of imperialism, 
we would be astonished, for imperialism would really be helping a 
revolution. We would be astonished and we would, say: "What virt·ues 
we-re in this Cuban Revolution to have brought the imperialists to 
carry out in other areas the very same things we did in Cuba and 
whiql). _ won ... us their hostili tyt" 

If they do it, we will be seeing a ·kind of miracle that has 
never been seen before. For there is nothing so elementary and so 
substantial, so certain and so real, as the fact that social classes 
exist, and that the interests of the exploiting classes and the 
interests of the exploited are antagonistic and irreconcilable, and 
that either the interests of the exploiters or the interests of the 
exploited must prevail. And in Chile it will be put to the test: 
if the interests of the exploited prevail, well then, it ·will be 
converted into a genuine revolution. Ahl But then the imperialists 
will not support it. Aht But then the oligarchs and the ."gorillas" 
will stab it in the back. And this will all be seen in time. 

Seemingly the imperialists want to present Chile as·an ex-. 
ample cotm.terposed to our example: seemingly they want to point to 
the Chilean experiment for emulation as against.the Cuban experi
ment. Very goodl We are delighted at such competitionl And even·. 
though we have the imperialists against us, with all their means 
and all their resources and their whole blockade; and even though 
the imperialists are supporting the other experiment vlith all 
their resource's, without interposing. any blockade or obstacle in. 
the way of the other government, we accept the challenge. .We are 
pleased to accept the challenge. Letts see which country will 
advance the most, which experiment will go farthest, which 
will solve the main real problems of the people, and how long it 
takes to solve them. 

Still more -- we Cuban revolutionists feel inspired to 
struggle harder, to work harder, to demonstrate the justice of our 
case and the virtues of our revolutionary path. In face of the 
hostility of all the reactionaries, in face of the hostility of 
the imperialists, the "gorillas, 11 the pen prostitutes; in face of 
the hostility.of the exploiters of this·continent~ what people has 
ever had a more honorable task, what people has ever had.a greater 
cause to defend; what people has ever had a more beautiful history 
to write on this continent than the history that fell to us, -Ghan 
the history that became ours to write? 

There is no doubt that the Cuban people will prove equal to 
the height of this history, to this task. ·that has come their way, 
that has fallen to them to achieve. 

And therefore I said that the ideological battle has reached 
its most feverish point; but this battle will not be won merely 
through.philosophic conviction. It .must be.won with real achieve-

t) 
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ments. It must be won through deeds •. It-must be won in praotioe. 
It must be won day by day, hour by hour, minute by minute, on every 
front in our. work, in each ta-sk each day, overcoming our defioien
cies, improving our methods, bringing ev-er more .effectiveness .and 
creativeness to our revolutionary efforts. . · 

And we must do this without becoming discouraged and with
out measuring the difficulties·and obstacles. For if impatienoe 
is a virtue of revolutionists,~-- confidence in success is another 
virtue of revolutionists. And being·o.ble to say tha-t nothing is 
impossible is another virtue of revolutionists; because for the 
:revolutionist there's no such thing as n I can't." For- the revolu
tionist there is no obstacle that can't be overcome. For the 
revolutionist, there is no. impos.sible social task; and many examples 
teach us this fact, this truth, in many ways. 

' . 
And· thus we can recall when we decided to undertake· the· 

struggle against illiteracy and to liquidate ·illiteracy in. one 
year; when the struggle was .undertaken to raise those who had 
learned how to read and write to higher levels; when the.struggle· 
was undertaken for keeping on; when each and every one of the tasks 
of the Revolution was undertaken. And those who have no faith, 
those who are quick to-.s·a.y 1!I canrtn or "It can't be done," may be 
good people, they may b.e very nice, bµt they will never be revolu--
tionists. · 

And this must be the· spirit of our approach. A revolution
ist does not attempt impossibilities; a revolutionist undertakes 
what is possible. But so,far as determination is concerned, a 
revolutionist never stops at what is. only thought to be possible. 
The question of determination is involved, the question of firm
ness, the question of oonviotion,_the question of confidence. 
People who look at things only f:rom the -rational point of view, 
who do not bring in determination, cannot be revolutionists; they 
are not revolutionist-a. Revolutionists approach things rationally 
and carry them out through determination. And t~is force, this 
stubbornness, this determination is what is characteristic of the 
revolutionist. Because a iaevolutionist is not just someone who 
proclaims himself to be a revolutionist, or someone who understands 
a problem only theoretically, -but someone who is capable of carry
ing things through in a practical way, _in a real way. 

Consequently, a revolutionist develops in a double sense. 
He develops· in understanding, in consciousness;_ he develops in 
experience, in capacity for action. And at each stage -- at eaoh 
new stage- -- new tasks; at each stage, new siogans. Hence the 
importanoe of' individual training,. the training of the people as 
a whole, the training of the youth, technical study, the acquire
ment or teohnioal skill. Without this nothing can be done; beon.us.e 
while there is the problem-of means of production, there is an even 
more oruoial problem: the capacity to use these means, _the oapa
oity._ to apply soience., the oapac:j.ty to apply technology, the oapa-
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city to· apply correct methods. 

· This is the reason for the importance that we place· on the 
training of the· youth,-· the education of the youth, the pre·par.ation 
of the youth. This is the reason for the importance of the univer•· 
sities, the importance of technological institutes, the teaching 
centers. Thi:s is the reason for the identity that exists between 
the student and the Revolut·ion, the close and ever more solid union 
between the people and the Revolution, .. between workers, peasants, 
students and technicians; because, in addition, each day more and 
more university s·tudents and students of all levels -- more and more 
al·l the time - ... will. come from the most humble layers of the people. 

But the Revolution, our Revolution, was forged in this close 
union, was born in this close union. :This was the way the students 
participated in it, the peasants participated in it, the workers 
participated in it and paid their tremendous·quota of sacrifices 
and blood. And this identification was charact.eristic of the Revo .... 
lution, this union that has made .possible the great tasks being 
carried out. How could illit·eracy have been liquidated without 
the students? 

This union that -opens up the future .for our count·ry, the 
promising future in all fields, that gives rise to the emotion fe:·lt 
at graduation exercises like this, made it possible to bring to~ · 
gether in this hall, workers, university students, teachers, gradu
ates, students in various .fields, students of the Nursing Schools. 
It is this union that has made possible the invincible. force, the 
stirring. ruture opening before our country. ·.And we. must do every ... 
thing to strengthen it, working, studying; doing research -- because 
we must labor in the field o.f researoh __ , and in the field of re
search we will soon have resources, themeans, the tools, .for soien
tific. research and medical research. Very soon, at the beginning of 
the coming year, we expect to-have.one o.f the best equipped research 
centers in all o.f Latin America .to .engage in scienti.fic research, 
in medical research. 

The ignorance o.f centuries, the lack o.f technical knowledge, 
the lack o.f knowledge o.f the resources o.f our own country and th:e 
possibilities in our own country, we have to· overcome these through 
study and research. And you will see, as you go out into the world 
-- the comrades who are graduating and those who are going to gradu
ate -- you will see how the various fields link together, how the 
medical field Will link up with the field of economics, the field 
of agriculture and the field of industry -- how Preventive Medicine 
will tie in with the technical level in agricultural production, 
how Preventive Medicine will tie in with the people's standard o.f 
living, how the disease rate will drop in proportion to the rise 
not only in doctors but in the daily intake of protein, minerals 
and vitamins and the improvement in working conditions. And how 
the· decline in ill health will parallel the rise in sanitation in 
the· cities, the number o.f aqueducts, the- number ·o.f d·ecent homes, 
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the means by which every human being will enjoy bet_ter material liv
ing conditions. How Preventive Medicine goes hand in hand with 
general education, general culture, with teaching at all levels. 
How, moreover, Preventive Medicine concerns not .only the doctors, 
not only the)lfj.nistry of' Public Healt~ but also the Ministry of' 
Educ{ltion, J:i#le -.Mass Organizations. How the children must be reared, 
how to t_each .,them,_ how to educate them_:; what habits must be in
stille.d. _-in them, what kind of' developm_ent to foster, the lmowledge 
of' hygiene that must be inculcated,, -h~ they must be taught even 
about foods -- becau~e every child, f'rom the tim~ he learns to read, 
must be taught a whole series of elementary things in school. How 
the f'iel~ of education ties in with the economy in many ways, not 
only in providing skills, but in the formation of' consumer habits, 
because we have many things to learn. 

Many c,on~umer habits among our people_ are completely inade
quate. We must.ch~nge many habits and develop a healtbier diet, of 
better quality, as we emerge f'rom being an underdeveloped country 
and as our productive capacity grows, above all our capacity in the 
production of' foods. 

On occasion we have offered doctors a, book, which happened 
to appeal a lot to us, on agriculture. Some will ask what has 
agric_ulture got to do with medicine? Wel.l, this book. is called 
Soil, Plants, Suga?\ Cane. This SD;ggestive title indicates rather 
forcefully the exis~ence of a relation between food and health, 
between deficiencies in certain essential elements and certain ill
nesses. In view of this, in talking with some comrades, we have 
said that medicine and agriculture will join togethe~ some day in 
biochemistry and the soil, although I know that the word biochemis
try touches off certain conditioned reflexes among our students. 
{Applause.) And when I see their sensitivity over biochemistry, 
their horror over biochemistry, I ask them: "How is this possible 
seeing how interesting, how marvellous and useful biochemistry is?ft 
And it ts hard f-or us to understand their reaction, perhaps because 
we haventt had to pass these examinations in biochemistry. (Laugh
ter.) Well, all right, I'm not going to give that as the reason, 
and I believe that in the future, even if there is no examination, 
and above all when you dontt have to take an examination, you should 
look into biochemistry •. 

And you will see how everything fits together, how every
thing becomes interdependent, and how the realization of' the revo
lutionary destiny of a country demands an advance in all fields, on 
all fronts, and how the task of training technicians has to accom
pany the great tasks of economic development, how education influ
ences production and how production influences education -- this 
interdependence which you will see more and more clearly. 

I dontt want to finish without saying· something that the 
Comrade Minister of Health.asked of me and wh:Lch he will possibly 
criticize me for if' I forget. He wanted me.to speak to the gradu-
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ntes about certain items on which campaigns have to be made. For 
example, how some doctors are remiss intheir work in.polyclinics, 
in outpatient consultations; some are more interested in. speoial 
cases·, i:h hospital work. Many of the· things that patients go to 
the doctor for, he said with much truth, are not serious problems. 
Medical attention is required for small things most of the time. 
And he asked me to.say something to the comrades who are graduating, 
and to the medical students, in favor of concern for these things 
and the development o.f an awareness of the need and importance they 
have .for the people, along with outpatient work. 

This shows how multifaceted the problems of life are, how 
it is not enough ·to have a lot of medical students and a lot of 
medical graduates and a lot o.f revolutionary-minded doctors, for. 
then there also comes the problem of how to distribute them, what 
work each one should do, and how we must constantly seek to over
come the deficiencies in order to meet all the needs. 

I am complying with this comrade's wish, but I believe that 
it's up to the Ministry of Public Health to do the main job in this; 
they oan do better in discussing with doctors and convincing them 
than I can here tonight, 

So then, to the corn.rades who are graduating, we genuinely 
appreciate your .feelings on this occasion, .the iniportanoe tq you 
of this evening, this stage in your life. we-have seen comrades 
in the re-volutionary struggle studying, comrades we knew in the 
Sierra, in revolutionary act·ivities, who, f\fter many years wi:th- .. 
out seeing them we now .find graduat1ng; other comrades who are 
studying, comrades who had very important tasks in the Revolution, 
and who then willingly decided to complete-their studies, under
standing the Revolution's need for doctors. These are re~lly mov
ing things. And such things are important in life, this labor that 
is so often quiet and self-sacrificing and yet which gives greater 
satisfaoti~n than anything else and which has greater merit than 
anything else. And it always makes a big impression on me:-- these 
comrades who return to their studies, because it seems to me th~t. 
they are offering proof of the importance of study, they are demon
strating it by their conduct, how they understand it, and how ,after 
leaving off their studies for years they begin a new stage, :begin a 
new task. And I can see them there in the countryside, there in the 
mountains: the satisfaction that will be theirs, relieving pain and 
anguish, the happiness they will bring to homes and people. in agony, 
the· satisfaction they will feel in the importance of their work,·. 
the generosity of their work, the humanitarian character_ of their 
work; in the places where they are going to serve and where they 
will come- to understand the people still- better, where they are go
ing to teach and to learn, where they are go-ing. to give and to re
ceive • 

. , ·1 know what this change means to any young person, this new 
stage·, this integration into a task, this beginning of a new phase 

') 

··. 
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of life, of generous and fruitful work,.where they will continue to 
learn, where their knowledge· will continue· to· grow, and where they 
will one day understand that work combined with constant study will 
teach them more than all th~y learned in the un:Lver~ity,_:beoau~e 1.n 
another ten years the knowledge of today will be doubled or "t!r~pled; 
within twenty, within thirty years, incalculably more will be kno~: 
than today, beoause there is muon to be known, there is muoh to 
investigate, there is muoh to disoover. And even when medicine has 
advanced extraordinarily, everyone will understand what imraense 
fields were unknown today. What things in life, what things in 
nature, what,things to penetrate, what things to understand bettert 
And never at any time in the past has science advanced with such. 
giant steps as it is advancing in these modern times. 

And a whole world is before us to know, a whole world of 
experiments, a whole world to be learned. And each_atom of lmowl
edge that is aoquired must be of' use for others. 

Thousands upon thousands of p-ersons during your lives will . 
look to you for relief' from pain, will look to you to bring them 
health, will look to you many times for miracles. And more than 
once you will suffer something worse than biochemistry, something 
more fearful than biochemistry, something more painful. These will 
be the times when you feel you cantt do anything to help;. when you 
feel impotent in fq.ce of illness, incapable of ·,meeting someone 1 s 
hope in you. And this of course will not dishearten you but spur 
you to new efforts, to study even more. 

This _is a profession of the highest nobility, a humanit~rian 
work to which the Revolution brings the most noble condirt;ions, the 
healthiest conditions, which the Revolution redeems from.all egotism, 
from everything mercenary; which the Revolution surrounds with re
spect, which the Revolution surrounds with encouragement, which the 
Revolution surrounds wi:th appreciation. And in these conditions, 
you -- the· first generation of doctors -- formed entirely under the 
Revolution, the first generation of doctors, go forth to work bear
ing the seal of a new epoch. 

This is not to depreciate the other generation. This is not 
to depreoiate any doctor. All of us are needed, all of us are use
ful, all of us have to help each other. With the help of your pro
fessors you acquired the knowledge you possess today, and they feel 
proud of your work, of your success. 

And the contingent of doctors will grow bigger and bigger, 
they will become more and more numerous, and we will have more and 
more human and material resources to form them. 

With this, comrade medical graduates, we welcome you. The 
Revolution, the people, duty, receive you with open arms. 

winl] 
Patr,ia o Muerte, Venoeremos 1 .[Country or death, we -will · 
(Ovation.) 



NEW DISPLAY IN PHILIPPINE SHOW WINDOW 

In face of the mighty postwar upsurge. that swept throug.i.11. 
China, Indoahina1 Indonesia and the rest of the .colonial wo!lld, 
the·u.s. government decided to gro.nt the Philippines their long
promised political independence in 1946, nnd Truman recognized the 
republic as a self~governing nation. Not to have done so would 
have risked development of n ·revolution 'str·iking_ out for eoonomio 
independence for the archipelago. · 

. In addition,, the u.s. imperialists wished to present the 
Phillipines as a n show window11 that vrnuld offer f'avorable publioi ty 
for the masters. on the American mainland~ The strategy has ·worked 
fairly well for almost two decades. 

But on October 2 something 'new was seen in the_ n show window. n 
A thousand ymmg Filipinos iri Manila marched down Roxas Boulevard 

'1.\ 

to the Amerionn Embassy demonstrating for more favorable re lat; ions. 
They carried'. signs reading: nParity Is Poverty0

; it Down with Neooolon
ialism0; "Uncle Sam Be Fair. n 

They milled around the heavy Embassy gate. Some tried to 
soale the barrier. ·When guards pµshed them ·back they hurled signs 
and torohes.over the top and set out for:Malacanang Palace where 
President Diosdado·Ma.oapagal resides. Guards using rifle butts 
injured several of them. 

Under the so .. oulled "parity11 clauses forced on the Philip
pines, speoial rights were granted to American investors. These 
were ·publioised at the time as necessary to itstimulate11 American 
investments. · 

A yourig Filipino newspaperman was quoted a.s saying that.many 
people in the Philippines are-"now convinced that these clauses_were 
forced through your Congress by lobbies for big American companies 
who wanted to go on exploiting our markets. 11 

Imp!1imerie: 21 rue d'Aboukir, Paris 2 (imprim~ par les soins de 
Direotelll'--G~rant: Pierre FRANK. . _. , . ... . . · --1' d'diteur). 


