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DESERTIONSGON THE RISE IN SOUTH VIETNAM

\ American officials in Saigon are planning on a war that will

" last from "three to6 seven years," according to a February 25 dis-
,patch from Seymour Topping, special correspondent of the New York
Times. In addition they are beginning to talk more openly about
widening the war, particularly in the direction of Cambodia.
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Meanwhile in the United States, White House and Pentagon
circles are stepping up intimations that another 200,000 to 400,000
troops will be required in Southeast Asia. Hanson W. Baldwin, mili-
tary expert of the New York Times and one of the Pentagon's well-
known voices, shifted from his pseudo objective reporting about the
war in Vietnam to open advocacy of a policy of calculated "escala-
tion." Writing in the February 27 New York Times Magazine, the mili-
tary pundit declarec that "there is, in my opinion, nothing else for
President Johnson to do" except deliberately escalate the war.

In his articie, entitled "The Case for Escalation," Baldwin
said: "Given the vrresent situation in Vietnam and our other commit-
ments throughout Zhe world, it is high time -- more than time --
that Congress declare a state of national emergency, that there be
a limited mobilization of reserves, the appropriation of more bil=
lions ‘for war, a major increase of United States strength in South
Vletnam, and 1nten31f1cat10n of the bomblng of North Vletnam "

ThlS pollcy, it should be noted dovetalls.neatly with John—
son's February 23 speéch in- which the pres1dent declared that hlS
administration would undertake nor, "bllnd" escalatlon. o

While the clamor of the warmongers thus rose in’ the Unlted
States, and- Johnsen moved. toward further escalation of U.S. involve-
ment in the civil-war in Vietnam, a very- informative report from:
Saigon was filed February 23 by Neil- Sheehan, another special cor-
respondent of- the New York Times. About 96,000 men deserted from
the armed forces -of: the Saigon government 1ast year, he declared.
Officials in the Ky regime gave even higher figures,. said Sheehan,
but they did not take into account the number of deserters who 1ater
re—enllsted - . . B _ : _

Accordlng to offlclal flgures 113 OOO deserted in 1965. Of
these, 47,000 were from the regular. armed forces, 17, OOO from the
reglonal forces, and 49 000 from the local militia.

; "Desertions from the regular armed forces nearly doubled dur-
1ng the last year," Sheehan said, "reaching 14 per cent of the
forces total strength. Desertlons from the 270 000-man army, which
‘forms the great bulk of the regular armed forces, ‘showed a gradual
increase during the year. They ran near 18 per cent of total strength
in December.

"The armed forces discharged 48,000 men for various reasons
in 1965 and suffered 13,000 killed, 23,000 wounded and 6,000 missing
in action or captured.",A

' The Ky government olalms that some. ll OOO deserted from "the
Vletcong" durlng 1965 and came: over: to -the government They offered
no estimate on thée number of Ky's: troops that went over to the side
of the freedom fighters;  contending that most. of the deserters do
not follow that course but simply return to their homes, go into
hiding, or drift into the cities looking for Jjobs.

Nevertheless Saigon officials estimated that the National
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Liberation Front ‘increased its: ‘fighting forces from:103,000 at the ..
beginning of 1965 to 230,000 by the end of December. Of these, about .,
20,000 "were North Vletnamese regulars who had 1nf11trated the south
31nce last w1nter B . LT : ,

It would seem- dlfflcult to escape the conclu31on in - the llght
of the evidence that a high proportion of deserters from Ky's forces-
flnd thelr way to the 81de of the freedom flghters. »

The Salgon offlclals ‘Wwho . gave Sheehan these flgures were un-.
able to offer- any reason for the high rate of desertions except the
"intensification of the flghtlng and a general war weariness that
has overtaken the country." : : i -

A more spec1f1c reason mlght well be that the blg 1nflux of )
American troops is reveallng in a still more pltlless light the pup-
pet nature of the Ky regime and:the- imperialist aims of the. -invader.
If it'is 1mpos51ble to avoid fighting, many in Ky's:army may reason,
then it should be - done for a cause that 1s worthwh;le.- n e

. CIA HAND‘IN GHANA COUP D‘ETAT?

" The’ coupd.etat in Ghana that unseated Kwame Nkrumah Febru—
ary 24 while the African ledder was on a trip to Peking and Hanoi
seeking a role as mediator in‘the Vietnamese war may weill have been
_ 1nsp1red by the Central Intelllgenee Agency. It is hard to escape: ..

any other conclusion in view:'0f the boasts of Khow Amihyia, former»;
zhlef of Ghana's intelligence service who was living in exile in
ondon.

.~ Amihyia told’ the press on' the day of the coup d état- that it
had been plotted in’ London by the "Ghana Revolutlonary Counc 1.in
Exile." : b _

"We have been plannlng thls coup- for months," he sald "but
it went off ahead 6f schedule. It was not supposed to. have taken
place untll August "

The group of plotters in London malntalned contact wlth other
plotters in ‘Accra through a radio relay in "a European country." . .
From there messages were telephoned to London.

"Mr. Amihyia says he was trained by the United States Central
Intelllgence Agency," a February 24 UPI dlspatch reported .

~ The overturn, it is to be noted, oaused llttle surprise. in
the U.S. State Départment. It "was greeted with a neticeable lack
of regret by the Administration today," said Richard Eder, Washing-
ton correspondent of the New York Times in a February 24 dispatch.

G.- “Méhnen Wllllams, A531stant Secretary of State for Afrlca,
at once called a press conference dn which he stated that the U.S.
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could have "good and favorable”relatlons" w1th the Ghanaian mllltary
chlefs - . S 20 :

The State Department explained officially that this was "not
intended to imply recognition" of the new regime. But this was said
only in order to av01d the conolu31on that Williams' statement had
been "premature." QUL e E .

Unnamed OfflClalS in the State Department indiCated that re-
lations with Nkrumah had been Mchilly." They pointed to a book re-
cently publlshed by the Ghanalan leader attacklng U.s. 1mper1allsm

"There was also a tendency," accordlng to Eder,i”to compare )
the situation w1th the overthrow 1ast year of Ahmed Ben Bella of
Algerla.? ' L - ,
The State Department posture of waltlng a "decent 1nterval”
before recognizing the military. takeover may quickly shift. When
Kwame Nkrumah announced PFebruary 25 in- Peking that he intended to -
return to Accra, the State Department leaked the news that recogni--
tion of the plotters may come early in order "to stabilize the situ-
ation."

"With deliberate speed scarcely concealing its pleasure, the
United States was mov1ng today toward diplomatic recognition of the
new military regime in Ghana," said: a special dispatch-to the New
York Times from Washington February 25. "The department had 1ntended
to let a discreet ‘diplomatic. period elapse before endorsing the new
regime. The timetable may now be speeded up in view of Mr. Nkrumah's
threat in Peking today to return to Ghana ‘seon: ‘to reassert his author—
ity as head of the government." 5 . : : ao

- In trying to find more fundamental reasons for the ease w1th
whlch Nkrumah fell victim to a military plot, most observers pointed
to the megalomania- which led him to great excesses such as build-
ing a cult of his own personality. He had statues erected of himself
everywhere, called himself "the Redeemer" and similar extravagant
terms. Iike many other leaders in underdeveloped countries he was
also given to conspicuous and very costly displays of all klnds

He was also intolerant of any political opp031tlon, ran
everythlng in dictatorial style and established a one-party. system.
Naturaily Nkrumah became the target of - underground polltlcal OppOSl—
tion. _ , D

None of this would have bothered imperialist.circles;- this is
the normal' type in their retinue. Their hatred for Nkrumah. stemmed
from his. outspoken opposition to 1mper1allsm, from his friendly "
attitude toward the Soviet Union and China, the socialistic colora-
tion he sought to’ glve hlS government and.h;s;slogan calling for a
united Afrlca. ' o alsgal s f e

Nkrumah tried to woo investments and eVenvaskedeor'finan01-
al aid from Washington. But the imperialists desired a. regime that
offered greater future security for investments. Thus Washlngton S
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;pdliéjiﬁas‘tp seek to undermine Nkrumah's government, a policy that
- Nkrumah greatly facilitated by separating himself more and more from
the populace and their aspirations.-: : o ' o ‘

2 ~ What was decisive in Nkrumah's standing in Ghana, however,
was the price of cocoa.. This is the commodity on which the country
depends for most “of its foreign exchange. A precipitous decline in

__the price of cocoa 6n the world market was countered for a time by

government subsidies to the growers. o :

It finally became no‘lbnger economiéally feasible for the
governmént to continue this course and in recent - speeches Nkrumah
sounded the call for a retreat and for the need to make "sacrifices.”

In the long run, Nkrumah hoped to get out-of Ghana's depen-
dency on a single crop by diversification, above all by developing
the country's huge potential in aluminum production. This was the

5fmain;purp08e of the Volta dam and of Nkrumah's dealings with the

Kaiser aluminum intePests. That possibility of improving the economic
situation could not be speeded up, however, and Nkrumah fell victim
~to this .impasse. N

| SUKAENO SUCCEEDS IN SPLITTING GENERALS

PN

The deep instability of the Indonesian situation-received
dramatic confirmation with Sukarno's success February 21 in removing
' General Nasution from a position of central authority to which even
Sukarno himself had been forced to bow since October 1.

- Nasution launched the anti-Communist witch-hunt: in which the
number of victims slaughtered, according to an admission by Sukarno,
reached 87,000. Others have put the figure at 350,000.. There are
stories of rivers choked with bodies; the : London Economist reported
400,000 children had been orphaned in the bloody purge.

- It appeared that Nasution was firmly in the saddle; that
Sukarno :was being retained as a figurehead; and that the generals
-would proceed -along the reactionary course they had begun, eventu-
ally bringing Indonesia fully into the orbit of U.S. imperialism.

_ Njono, one of the top leaders of the Indonesian Communist
party and head of the country's huge trade-union federation, had
‘been-placed in the stellar role in a show trial complete with a false
confession wrung from him under duress. In fact he was condemned to
death by the military court on the very same day that Sukarno re-
-moved General Nasution and reshuffled his cabinet, strengthening the
-position of Subandrio. R S ' '

= Reactionary sectors of the students who had spearheaded the
drive to physically liquidate all the key figures in the Indonesian
Communist party, staged demonstrations on behalf of Nasution. A
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crowd’ of “some hundreds marched on the presidential palace February 24,
but instead of: recelvnng support- from:.the army, as on previous oc¢ca-
sions, troops fired in their direction; killing three of the partici-
pants. Some were wounded by bayonets

On the follow1ng day, the reactlonary Indone31an Student Action
Front organized'a "funeral march" of some 10,000 participants. The
demonstration protested the kllllng of the- three students the day
before, shouted against Sukarno's "new Communist: cabinet,!” and called
for the relnstatement of General Nasutlon. '

- The army dld not JOln in the demonstratlon. Instead troops
‘kept machlne guns trained on the erowd,. .- . : I

‘Sukarno followed up by bannlng the student.organlzatlon and
orderlng a curfew 1n»DJakarta. : , ,

It was clear that the Indone51an pres1dent“had retrleved some
of his former authorlty and was seeklng to establlsh & new nolltlcal
equilibrium.: o ; v :

Two factors account for this abrupt alteration in'the relative
positions of Nasution and Sukarno.

The first is.that:no: _improvement of even the most ephemeral
kind occurred in the steadily worsening economic situation in Indo-
nesia after the generals seized the helm on October 1. Inflation,
for example, has contlnued .to slash deeply into the standard of
511v1ng.; : e ; : O

Nasution and hlS entourage had no program whatsoever offerlng
even a plausible way out. Their program consisted of nothing but the
grossest -kind of anti-Communism accompanied. by a fearful b100d purge.
There was::nothing attractdve about this. Thus ‘the. generals represen-
ted only:harrow class forces and failed to advance a demagoglc plau
form that- mlght have w1dened thelr appeal."“ S ‘

The second factor was a spllt among the generals. This is
clearly: evident.in Nasution's incapacity to counter Sykarno's latest
moves by a military coup d'état, for example. Part of the officer
- caste, for:whatever reasons, cooled off on_General Nasution an&
swung behind Sukarno, enabling him to: strengthen his hand somevhat.

' ~Already Sukarno has given intimations that he would like %o
restore the -.Communist party as a counterweight to the army. But this

- may not be easy. The party was decimated by the purge. Those who

~ survived are. undoubtedly mulling over the lessons, and one of the
-lessons is not te depend on Sukarno. - o

The s1tuatlon in Indone81a remains hlghly fluid and Sukarno's
new lease on life could prove to be quite temporary The ultrareac-
tionary forces are not exactly out of the running. If Nasution
.. proves incapable of playing the role of mllvtary dlctator there
are other candidates eager to move forward B .
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THE DANIEL AND SINYAVSKY TRIAL .

By Plerre Frank

A " The trlal of the two Sov1et wrlters Yu11 M. Danlel (pen name,
lekolal Arzhak) and Andrei D. ‘Sinyavsky (pen name, .Abram Tertz) and
the severe Sentences imposed.on them [five and seven years at hard
labor respectively] have created an international scandal There has
been w1despread denunciation of the fake character of the public
trial, the way the trial was reported in the -Soviet press, the atti-
tude of the Kremlln S hlrellng "writers' toward-:the trlal, etc._ﬁ_

Some people have wondered how such a trlal could. take place,
‘;how ‘the Sov1et leaders: could commit such an "error."4 S .

Even if the trlal represented an error in judgment on the
part of the Soviet authorltles, the: error has shown that a good many
things have not vanished in the Soviet Union despite the "de-Stalin-
ization." But we do not believe an "error" occurred; the Soviet
authorities could not but know that a trial of this kind, anticipated
and followed everywhere in the world, would stir .up protest One must
conclude that they deliberately decided to disregard the reactlon
abroad because they needed the trlal for domestic purposes.

~ The severlty of the sentences 11kew1se 1ndlcates that the
organizers of the trial had others im mind besides the defendants.
The fact they had published material abroad-under pen names was a
convenient pretext, but only a pretext. Pasternak was harshly .de-
nounced for publishlng Doctor Zhivago abroad, as was Yevtushenko for
- similarly publishing memories of his. chlldhood

v The tip-off that 1t was a calculated move came on the eve of
‘the trial when the. Soviet authorities gave Valery Tarsis permission
to leave the country although he, too, had sent writings abroad for
publication. In contrast to Daniel and Slnyavsky, Tarsis has strong-
ly proclaimed his hostility to the Soviet government. The argument
offered by way of explanation for the favor granted Tarsis would be
comic if the context were not so scandalous. Tarsis, it seems, is
not legally accountable since he is mentally 1rrespon81ble._Under
this pretext he was confined to a mental hospital, enabling him to
“write Ward 7, a book'in which he reveals that some of the. opponents
of the government are locked up in such institutions. Tar31s, as his
book also reveals, is a little psychopathic -- which. does not mean

_ that he ought to be locked up or that: Ward 7 is without interest.
‘But the true explanation for his being permitted to leave the Soviet
‘Union is that the authorities counted on his uttering virulent state-
ments abroad that could be utilized in the Soviet Union to still
further damage the two condemned wrlters and all those almed at
"through them.* : .

*After this article was written, the press reported that the Presid-
Jium of the Supreme Soviet had annulled the Soviet citizenship of the
writer Valery Tarsis, while he was traveling in England, on the
charge that he had committed "acts unworthy of a Soviet citizen."
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The use of pen names was seized on’ ‘only as a pretext. Why
then the prosecution, the trial, the heavy sentences?

The Soviet government cajoles the writers, the artists, assur-
ing them privileged living standards, but only on condition that
they stick to the "line" laid down for them, that they produce the
kind of works needed by the government. Some works, if there is need
for it, will denounce what the government wants denounced —- but no
works that depart from the strlct and narrow’-fa S :

Lol
P

However relatlons between “the 1ntellectuals and the Sov1et
government - ‘Have déteriérated considerably; the intellectuals are
coming more and more to evaluate at their true worth the coarse
bureaucrats at the head of the country; they are asking more and
more questions. The government wants to give them a severe warning,
and it did it by brutally hitting those who violated the law by pub-
lishing material abroad under pen names and who wrote things that
reveal the. hostility of the intellectuals. toward -the bureaucrats in
power.

In this connection’a few words should be said about one of the
most powerful stories Daniel published outside the Soviet Union,
Moscow Calllng * Thls is far from "socialist reallsm," the conven-

tuals. Flrst of all, they have no real relations, only official rela-
tions, very superf1c1al onés, with the masses, the Soviet workers.

In this story, the masses dppear only in the general form of a crowd
in the streets. The writers, the artists...live by themselves with
their own problems. On the one hand, the narratives they spin about
personal problems, and the need to furnlsh on command a production
that corresponds with the requirements of official propaganda, that
abides by the official canons. After all, it is their way of making
a living. On the other hand, some of them feel with. palnful acuteness
the problems of the society in Whlch they 11ve. This is the subject
of Moscow Calllng. ' .

_ In the story, things begln w1th a de0131on of the Supreme
Soviet "Parallel w1th the rise 1n the standard of 11v1ng...and in

PreV1ously, ‘the Sov1et authorltles had explained that in contrast
to Daniel and Slnyavsky, Tarsis could not be brought to trial be-
cause he“had been ruled to be mentally irresponsible. If this argu-
‘ment were” true, if' Tarsis could not be held responsible for what he
did, then the cancellation of his Soviet citizenship could not be
Justlfied elther ~- what was called for was medical treatment not
judiciel or administrative punishment. Lack of the slightest logic
does not ‘embarrass the Soviet authorities; they got rid of Tarsis
abroad. Dlsplaying a pathological anti-Soviet attitude, Tarsis is a
special case among the Soviet intellectuals. But they came down
heavily on Daniel and Sinyavsky, who translated into the partlcular
forms of -their art the problems posed not by the Sov1et reglme, but
by the bureaucratlc rod. - e : _

*Thls does no6t appear to have been publlshed in Engllsh at least in
book form. The French title is Ici Moscou. _ o
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accordance with the wishes of the toiling masses," the Supreme Soviet
decrees a "Day of Public Murder." On this day, according to- the de-~
cree, every citizen is granted the right, within the rules prescribed
by the decrée, to murder any other:citizen he wishes. The.allusion is
more than transparent. How many crimes were committed on. orders from
above, in the name of socialism, and under pretext of fulfilling the
w1shes and furtherlng the well-belng of the t0111ng masses'

Daniel, the author, belongs to the generatlon that was stunned
by Khrushchev's report at the twentieth congress. For him it was a
revelation. In this story, he voices his inner struggle, and also his
rebellion against today's leaders, yesterday Stalin's valets, who are
satisfied with an explanation that explains nothing and who live as
1f there" had been no monstrous crlmes

"Do -they imagine that after having swept their filth onto the
. tomb of Mustachio they are qult? No, no, no. They deserve something -

‘Uﬁdlfferent‘"

-He-. WOnders how the same men who . proved their cqurage thelr
her01sm, during the war can now conduct -themselves in such a 51ckly
way in face of such enormities. "Since the Day of-Public. Mnrder, thls
was the first time I had heard people talking about these events. Up
to then, each time I mentioned the matter, my interlocutors had
looked at me in a queer way and-changed the subJecL...Now,rthat’
over. Now we are going to- celebrate the forty-third annlversay of
the Great Soclallst Revolution of October!" -

And the author explalns "They had been terrorlzed'" Terror—
ized they are, in a different way of course than in Stalin's time,
but terrorized they still:are: Moscow Calllng and the trial that
just took place in Moscow demonstrate that Iiberalization and demo-
cratization are not to be confounded. Liberalization has not changed
things fundamentally. Society must act and think in conformity with
orders from above. In accordance with these orders the intellectuals
must produce works that- of necessity lack life and. aru.

The story by Daniel is not anti- Soviet, but w1thout the least
doubt it is very pessimistic.: Impllcltly, the, author ‘tends to turn:
inwardly, away from "this cursed and marvellous country," writing
for him being a kind of religion, a kind of opium that deadens the
suffering he feels over things. Cut off .from the Soviet masses, who,
moreover,; are not yet expressing themselves anvwhere, stifled by a
bureaucracy that claims to speak in the .name of socialism, the
‘Soviet ‘intellectuals see no way out. The Russ;an intellectuals under
Czarism turned towards the West where the bourgeois. democracy of the
-time was attractive and the workers movement opened inspiring- vistas.
Today in the field of culture, aside from research on forms, the in-
tellectuals cannot be genuinely attracted by the rank—smelllng demo-
cracy of the West, and they lack the social base to give stimulus to
their rebellion.

But despite thls the bureaucracy cannot bear. such wrltlngs
. that reveal its true image. No.more than in Stalin's time, will it
permit itself to be called by 1ts rlght name. The trlal of Danlel g
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and Sinyavsky was a warnlng to the 1ntellectuals not to go beyond
certaln llmlts ' : AL 1 ,

However, there are some changes that must be underlined. The
defendants pleaded "not guilty." And, as was the case with the poet
Brodsky a few years ago, there were youth and a few writers (not
officials like Sholokov and Ehrenburg) who in one way or another
expressed sympathy with the defendants. Thus not only the critical
attitude but also the re81stance 1s grow1ng. And 1t will grow still
more.

:1* %* *,—;_

Some of the reactions in the West are not without interest.
We will leave aside the professional anti-Communists who are elated.
The most sophlstlcated bourgeois circles have expressed surprise that
a regime scoring successes as great as Luna IX should harbor "obscur-
antism" worthy of "intellectually underdeveloped soc1et1es;f’as LeMonge
put it February 16. At the same time, these circles express a kind of
satisfaction over Aragon's declaration on the trial [see World Out-
look February 251, a declaration in which they see a "dlrect and .
frank" critlclsm of a de9181on made by . Moscow.,~r _ : ,

\ Certalnly the contradlctlon is enormous, glgantlc, between ,
the soft ‘landing on the moon -- a product of very high intellectual
level -- and this trial where the judges, prosecution and witnesses -
are worthy of a court of the Middle Ages. But this has been the fun-.
damental contradiction of Soviet society since Stalin crushed the
Bolshevik party and workers democracy. The productive. forces, freed
by the October Revolutlon, have achieved prodigious results in cer-
tain scientific and ‘technical fields; but the specific conditions
that brought the bureaucracy to poWer have 31multaneously spawned
monstrous thlngs.’ . .

The bureaucracy°is trying'to’adapt~Soviet*society.to present;
day conditions, but it cannot overcome its own limits; it can carry .
out a few small-change operations against its privileges, but it can-
not abolish them as a whole ‘and it cannot renounce power of its own
volition. The Daniel and Slnyavsky trial, occurring ten years after
"Khrushchev's report," shows in the most striking way the limit to .
the reforms within the capacity of the bureaucracy. And, as a con= -
sequence, it proves the historic necessity for the Sev1et proletar-
iat to break through these limits and reestablish.workers. democracy
by means of a political revolution. Nowhere in the world, if.is . |
obvious, will the bourgeoisie reach such a conclusion. A: reVOlutlon,
‘lf only a political one and directed against the Soviet bureaucracy,
is: a dangerous example whlch it nelther can nor w1shes to v1sua11ze.

Tk % *_e

The officials of a number of Communist parties have condemned
the trial. The Italian Communist party p01nted to a part of the prob-
lem, pursuant with the line of Togliatti's "testament.' According
to 1'Unitd, the trial poses "the vaster problem of relations between
Soviet society and its intellectuals, between politics and culture."
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To pose the problem like this narrows it, but actually it is.an at-
tempt to put it in' rather general- terms.; .

As for Aragon's "direct and frank" criticism -- this is a
joke. The declaration does not express sincere indignation. It was. . -
not an immediate reaction, being issued twenty-four hours after the
trial so that it could be formulated in agreement with the leader-
ship of the French Communist party and in terms reflecting their
immediate political preoccupations. Most of Aragon's declaration
aimed at telling the Mitterands, the Mollets, etc., that the sen-
tencing of the two writers must not stand 1n the way of moves for
an alllance in the next elections. : ,

The fact that 1'Humanité featured the declaratlon prominently
has been correctly interpreted almost everywhere-as a sign of the
evolution of the leadershlp of the French Communist party, a public
indication that on occasion it will take its distance from the Krem-
lin. At the same time, independently of the rightist objectives which
the 1eadersh1p aims at, conditions are maturing-that will provide
openings for criticism in a different direction. The opposition '
within the French Communist party must take advantage of this. But
nothing would be worse than to grant any credit whatsoever to Wal-
deck Rochet or Aragon. ‘ :

The part of the declaration referring to Aragon himself is
particularly slimy. Aragon says, without -saying it, that the con-
demned writers are "mediocre," just as he says, without saying it,
that their writings were "injurious to the interests of soc1allsm.
He murmurs something pérsonal about- ‘the -Seviet law, but he does it
in an inaudible way. The~sentences. appear. to him to-be prlmarlly a
blunder, a simple "penalty" would have taken' care. .of things.

- Aragon promises-that in France there will Dbe no trials of
this kind if his party comes to power. We-don't ask him to make any
such promises because we doubt that his party will ever come to
power. Today it utilizes the working class as "small change" in
deals with the left bourgeoisie. To conguer power, the working class
needs a revolutlonary party, not a party of “peaceful roads..A

On the other hand, we are curious to know Aragon' s oplnlon,
about the measures taken by his party against the Communist students.

Naturally Aragon felt no need to say anythlng about the other
Moscow "trials" of the period when he ran out of words howling for
death to the Bolsheviks murdered by Stalin. Aragon's present de- .
claration differs from.those he made then due to the difference in
the situations. (At the time, in its way, the League for the nghts
of Man approved Stalin's crimes.) But Aragon remains the same; at
the most, after engaging in street-walking for decades in literary
and artistic:.circles, he now finds himself a little tired out due
to age and he wishes to take on only easy and less disagreeable
chores._aw;-r

Tlmes have changed and they W111 change still more. But it is
not the -Aragons and the other Stallnist dregs from whoém one can ex-
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pect a frank criticism of the past and hope for the future. No lesson
can be passed on by those who participated in the "days of public ...
murder. "

February 19, 1966

" 'POLISH STUDENTS HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN MODZELEWSKI -

A heavy curtain of silence has been lowered on the fate of
the men who were condemned in Poland last May and this January for
being involved in the writing and distribution of a document of 120
pages, a document constituting a program, from the: llttle that has
leaked out about 1t that was Marx1st and antibureaucratic. :

Two young men Jacek Kuron and Karol'Modzelewskl-(whovis said
to have played an important role at the University of Warsaw during
the Polish October of 1956), and three university teachers,; Romuald -
Smiech, Kasimierz Badowski and Ludwig Haas, were condemned to- long
prison terms. Haas, a member of the Trotskyist Polish organization
before 1939, was deported at the time of the entry of the Soviet
troops and held for seventeen years in the Stalinist labor camps.
Upon finally being released he again openly proclalmed hlmself to
be a Trotskylst upon his return to Poland. : : T

But news about these men, who- represent the future of Poland
and the Communist movement, nevertheless finds its way into the.
press. Upon returning from Poland Neal Ascherson wrote 1n the Lon-
don Observer [February 13]: . :

‘"A few weeks ago three university teachers were sentenced to
three years' imprisonment; they had ‘been mixed up with a young man -
named Karol Modzelewski, a history ‘lecturer who was. last summer
jailed for three and a half years for disseminating papers. Judged
prejudicial to the Statei during the trial he had appeared in court
in handcuffs. Son of a party hero ‘and himself a keen party member,
Modzelewski had defied orders and circulated plans -- based on a
visit to the Italian Communist Party == for freer debate within the
party and for a new economic deal. The students have not forgotten
him, nor hlS 1deas._

The legltlmate 1ndlgnatlon aroused by the sentencing of .
Daniel and Sinyavsky in Moscow should not' be limited to the case of
these two writers. The Pollsh revolutlonlsts must also be- freed from
prlson" . L e

| TRIALS TO BE'SPEEDED FOR WOMEN HOSTAGES IN PERU? '~

According to the February 23 Le Monde, Peruvian military -
authorities have decided to put the wives of six guerrilla flghters
on trial. The women prlsoners went. on a hunger strike demanding a
speedy trial and definite news about the fate of Guillermo Lobatdn. -
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CAN THE SUPER COP SAVE : THE WORLD . FOR WALL STREET7

By George Novack

The “dispute between the Senate and President Johnson which
has ‘commanded public attention in recent weeks is only one facet of
a more :serious problem of-foreign policy confronting the American
ruling class. Is U.S. imperialism, which has undertaken to police
and :save the world for a declining capitalist system, able to carry
out that colossal historical assignment successfully?

‘Such a question might seem easy to answer in _yiew of the im-
mense forces and resources at the disposal .of the richest capitalist
power equipped with-an overkill nuclear arsenal. Nevertheless this
1ssue has moved to the center of the off1c1al debate over Vietnam.

: This is the flrst tlme grave doubts have been w1de1y expres-—
sed on this matter in high circles since General George C. Marshall
sketched out the general strategy of U.S. foreign policy in a report
to the Secretary of War shortly after the close of World War II.
Marshall then called for a massive buildup of military power and
bases to be deployed in a vast. perlmeter around the Soviet Union.

That scheme for the "contalnment of Communlsm," extended tOQQ
Asia after the victory of the Chinese revolution in 1949, has been -
carried forward by successive steps in the twenty years since. The
Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, the Korean war, the Eisenhower
Resolution are so many milestones along that road.

The dlplomatlc concomltant of this m111tary strategy has led
to the signing of "security treaties" with over forty countries.
"The like of such commitments," writes James Reston of the New York
Times from Washington February 19, "no. soverelgn nation ever took
in the hlstory of the world."

"For the-Un1ted~States is committed to oppose Communist
aggression all along the periphery of the Communist nations from
the North Cape of Norway through the heart of Europe to Greece and
Turkey (NATO); along the southern frontier of the Soviet Union in
the Near and Mlddle East (The Eisenhower Resolution); and thence
through Southeast Asia (SEATO). to Australia,. New . Zealand the Phil-
ippines, Japan and Korea. And if you add our. obllgatlons under the
Organization of American States and our obligations under the United
Nations, you take in most of the rest of the world," said Reston.

Secretary of State Rusk asserted in his testimony before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee that to end "Communist aggression"
in Vietnam'and 'insure a lasting world peace the United States was
ready to throw whatever forces were required into Southeast Asia. If
Washington failed to fulfill its obligations in Vietnam, he said, the
credibility of U.S. pledges would be grievously impaired and the
entlre structure of alllances would be unsettled.

For this reason the admlnlstratlon could not compromlse with
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the National Liberation Front or yield to Hanoi but was compelled to
make them surrender, no matter who else was with it and no matter
how much time, treasure and casualties that might take.

- This "Rusk Doctrine"” of unlimited commitment to block the
expan51on of - Communlsm everywhere by force of arms and without
allies if necessary is being resisted by .other elements of the rul-
ing class- ‘represented by the congressional" opposltlon and thelr,top
military &dvisers. They fear that Vietnam is "a baited trap" which.
Johnson is bllndly falllng into by his escalatlon of mllltary opera-~
tions.

- F General ‘Gavin ‘and’ former Ambassador Kennan stressed in their
”testlmony that the decision to send 600,000 men into that theater by
the ‘end aof - 1967 at the risk of bringing China-into- the conflict |
threatens to tilt ‘the U:S. military position "alarmingly out of bal—
ance." It would weaken Washington's capa01ty to meet its obligations
in other and more ‘vital places. That is why they counterpose restric-
ted involvement  in Vietnam and holdlng operations leading toward . a.
negotlated settlement to- the Pentagon's "open—ended" escalatlon.fwn

The issue at stake in the present debate, wrote the New York
Times editors February 20, "is not whether the United States is com-
mitted [1n Vietnam], but whether it is overcommitted." Johnson's
course "would mean a quantum Jump in ‘escalation...a vastly increased
number of American casualtles in“anh over-militarization and over-
Amerlcenlzatlon of what is essentially a Vletnamese polltlcal con-
flict.™" B R

. This warning was followed up next day by a flrst page report
from the Times military expert Hanson Baldwin that the available
U.S. combat forces were already "spread dangerously thin in Vietnam
and elsewhere." Baldwin quoted a recently retired officer concerned
w1th the Army's mobilization base and strategic: reserve who observed:

"we are in a situation of perilous 1nsufflclency" ‘without much capa-
bility "of a graduated response to any serious challenge. " Baldwin
months ago urged that a million troops be trained for duty in South-
east Asia. : - SR

. 'The more astute and farsighted strategists of American imper-
ialism are coming to sense that the incalculable obligations involv-
ed in leading the- international combat against the -forces of -social-
ist revolution on all fronts may be ‘beyond their capacities. The -
burdens of the Pax Americana that Rusk swears to maintain at all
costs may be too great even for the colossus of capitalism to sus-
tain.

Johnson S procapitalist crltlcs are- not the only ones who
. can learn from the Vulnerablllty of an overextended imperialism.
- Their. anti- -imperialist adversaries can also- do so to the advantage
- of” the revoluulonary cause v . :

This point was clearly made by Fldel Castro in-his: 01031ng
speech to the Tricontinental Conference recently held in Havana. There
he projected a revolutionary lime which would-cempel: imperialism to
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dlepefse its forces over many fronts rather than allow them to be
concentrated at a 31ngle place as in: Vletnam or the Dominican Repub-.
lic today. = . CEeainis o an

"In Latin Amerlca," he said, "there should not be Just one,.“i
or two, or three peoples struggllng alone against imperialism. The
correlation: of- forces of the dmperialists. on this- Continent,. the
prox1m1ty\of'1ts metropolltau.terrltony, the zeal with whloh they - ...,
will try to ‘défend their dominions “in this part of the .world,. requlrei
a common strategy on this Continent, more than anywhere else. a com- -
mon and 31multaneous struggle."

The grow1ng 1mbalance Whlch s0 worries the admlnlstratlon
critics als¢ 'shows hHow favorable an opportunity for counteractlon is
being fumbled through the failure of the Soviet and.Chinese govern- . .
ments ‘o combine and coordinate itheir efforts against the 1mper1allst
aggression. A

The mass of Americans, too, are beginning to discern some of
the adverse consequences that the far-reaching counterrevolutionary
objectives of U.S. militarism have in store for them. The interven-
tions in Vietnam and the Dominican Republic have already cost the
United States support from its allies and moral standlng in world
public opinion. In the offing are greater losses. in American lives
and reductions in living standards: through. hlgher prices, more. :
taxes and wage "restraints." Hovering. over-~all is the terrible.in-
security genérated by fear:of ‘war iwith Chlnaﬂand a nuolear showdown.

The issue now up for decision before the natlon and the world
is whether Johnson and the: PEntagon can be ‘made: to draw ‘back before
it 1s too 1ate. ot R : _

THE SITUATION REMAINS TENSE IN SANTO DOMINGO

The situation remains tense;in~Santo Domingo eitﬁbugh a gen-!
eral strike came to an end February 16 after a seven-day action
that shut down virtually all industry in the island's capital.

The strike was called off by union leaders when President .
Garcia Godoy announced that he would enforce the government plan N
requiring leaders of both the left and the right to go into "volun-
tary" exilé. In the radio speech in which he made the announcement
he also appealed ‘for a return to- work and said that workers who dld
not return would be laid off. - L

The general strlke had been called because the reactlonary ,
rightist leaders had postponed leaving for abroad. Promlnent leftist
leaders’ departed as soon as the plan was announced. :

The goVernment scheme was cooked up primarily. in an effort to
further weaken the revolutionary forces in the Dominican Republlc. '
The capacity of the workers to stage a general strike for 'a strictly
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political demand shows; however, a considerable advance in political
understanding among the masses, and the net result of Garcia.Godoy's
clever plan, which was undoubtedly backed if not inspired by the
American forces occupylng the island, may have oppos1te results than
those 1ntended

Domlnlcan bus1ness c1rcles, frightened by what the general
strike revealed, sent a telegram to President Johnson demandlng an
"immediate inquiry." They said that the Dominican Republlc is on
"the brink of Communism.™ o o

The ultrareactionary generals at the head of the Domlnloan
armed forces,"-who are seeking with the help of Washington to pre-
serve the herltage of the: Trujillo dictatorship, expressed anger .
over' the concession made by Garcia Godoy to the strikers. The Domin-.
ican president, they said in a communiqué, had "broken his promises"
to them.

GIANT ﬁEMONSTRA'I‘ION IN ,A-‘I'H,ENS

The Greek people may be flex1ng thelr muscles for -another
round with the hated monarchy, judging from the  turnout in Athens
February 16 to greet former Premier: Eapandreou. It . was. estlmated to
be the largest popular “‘demonstration yet seen in the :city, -- some
500,000 pourlng 1nto the streets

The - demonstration was organxzed by the*Unlted Center w1th the
active support of the Communist EDA [United Democratic Left].
slogans shouted by the crowd included, "Papandreou!" "Electlons’"
"Democracy!"

The scene-reminded observers of the crisis last summer when
the king dismissed Papandreou. The crowds that then'gammed the
streets demonstrated their readiness again and again to sweep out
the ‘monarchy. But the revolutionary energy of the masses was slowly
d1331pated through the common policy of Papandreou and the EDA lead-
ers in centering action in parliament and playing down street demon-
strations to the utmost. Eventually the reactlonary supporters of
the king managed to win a slim:majority in parliament with the aid
of sectors of Papandreou s forces that went over to the monarchy.

. The government press dlsmlssed the February 16 demonstratlon
as revealing "little enthusiasm.™ Court circles indicated that no
change would be made in the regime's course. Most certainly no con-.
cession would be granted to the popular demand for immediate elec-
tlons. .‘ -

The leftist'press hailed the appearance of the giant crowd,
which exceeded all their expectations. The center newspaper Vima
said, "A popular mobilization without precedent." And Afghi, “the
EDA newspaper, said, "“The people have spoken."
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5fEULOGIO SANCHEZ THREATENED»WITH:DEATH

La Esplga [ear of cora-or wheat] the newspaper of . the Under-
ground Committee of the Flour Workers Union in La. Paz,. has published
a report it received that gunmen of the Bolivian mllltary dictator~
Shlp have been glven orders to assass1nate Euloglo Sanchez Tolava. *

A very popular leader of the unlon, Sanchez ig also a promin-
ent B011v1an Trotskylst leader. During the final-days of the Paz
Estenssoro regime, he was arrested and subaeeted to torture.

The January 31 issue of ILucha Obrera, organ of the PartldOj?«
Obrero Revolucionario, declares: "The flour workers and members of
 the POR warn Castillo, D&vila, Térrez and their circle that we will
punish any ‘attack on Comrade - S&nchez and return blow for blow! Down
with the assassins in the pay of the military boot!"

DEMAND RELEASE OF ISAAC CAMACHO

The January 31 issue of Lucha Obrera, the organ of the Par-
tido Obrero Revolucionario, reports that Isaac Camacho, a leading
Bolivian Trotskyist, is still being held by the Barrientos military
dictatorship as a polltlcal prlsoner.

He has been transferred from the Jungles of Madldl to the
jail at San Pedro.

The POR has launched a campalgn for hlS release. The immedi-
ate goal is to secure declarations from all the parties of the left
in Bolivia demanding freedom for Isaac Camacho and an end to the :
savage persecution of the Bolivian Trotskyist leaders.

PURGES OF THIRTIES CITED IN SINYAVSKY-DANIEL TRIAL

Larissa Daniel, the wife of Yuli Daniel, the Soviet writer
condemned to five years at hard labor for publlshlng fiction abroad,
granted an exclusive 1nterv1ew to Agence France Press after. v131t1ng
her husband February 14. ,

She said that Andrei Sinyavsky, condemned to seven years at hard
labor for the same "crime," had been visited by his wife the same
day. The men were being held in separate cells -at- the Lefortovo
prison awaiting transfer to the Mordovia labor camp on the Volga
south of Gorky.

T Mrs. Daniel sat in the trial for four days and was therefore
in p031t10n to indicate some of the things that occurred in the sup—
posedly "public" trial that was held behind closed doors. )
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Constantine -Paustovsky, one of the best-known and most re-
spected writers in the Soviet Union, had sent a letter to Sinyavsky's
~attorney, she said. The 64-year-old writer took a strong stand in the
letter in favor of the two defendants and against the trial. However,
said Mrs. Danlel the court did not- read the letter aloud as’ part of
the record . o

o Paustovsky wrote ‘that he saw nothing “"anti-Soviet" in the
works published abroad under the pen names. of "Tertz" and "Arzhak."
From an artistic point of view, he did not care for. them, he added,
but their publication was a matter of personal conscience and to :
place the two authors on trial on criminal charges was a grave affair
that would tend to- 1n3ure the prestlge of the Sov1et Union. .

In his own defense Yull Daniel stressed accordlng to his w1fe,
that the “"slanders" of Soviet society which the prosecution saw in
Moscow Calling in particular, were basically a psychological analy-
sis of the period of the cult of the personality of Stalin.

Daniel cited a long list of writers and artists who disappeared
in the vast Stalinist purges. ‘He told his Jjudges that it was to avoid
something like that occurring again that he had sent his writings
abroad. He also accused two delegates of the Writers Union of tearing
quotations out of context in order to destroy him. :

. SINYAVSKY-DANIEL WITNESS FACES PROSECUTION

_ One of the witnesses in the Slnyavsky—Danlel trial, identi-
,fled by the Assoc1ated Press [February 17] as a "Mr. Golumshtok,"
may be placed on tr1a1 hlmSelf. : ‘ A

During h1s testlmony, he admltted that he had read the works
which the two writers had published abroad under pen names. A "*
"friend," he said, had obtained the books for him.

Although he was thréatened with punishment for hlS recalci-
trance, he refused to identify the friend.

i In accordance with legislation maintained by the Stalinist
‘.bureaucracy to preserve its privileged position in Soviet society,
Golumshtok can be sentenced to a labor camp for six months or fined
fifty rubles [$55] for his crime of reading forbidden literature.

NIGERIAN'POLICE;USE TEAR GAS’ON:STRIKERS

. The Nigerian police used tear-gas grenades February 18 to dis-
perse several hundred clothing workers on strike in a Lagos suburb.
The workers, who are demanding a pay increase, said they would con-
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tinue their strike despite the police violence.-

The incident was the first of its kind since the recent mili-
tary coup. Great expectatlons were aroused among the populace by the
overturn of the old regime which was thoroughly hated because of its
scandalous oorruptlon, 1ncompetence, and antilabor policies.

General Aguiyi Iron51, who- heads the new government, has ap- j
pealed for "patience" in face of the widespread hopes for an early
rise in the standard of 11v1ng

LIKE HUNTING FOR AN. H-BOMB IN SPAIN

-“The old analogy has: been modernized. It's no longer like hunt-
ing for a needle in a haystack; it's like hunting for an H-bomb in
Spain. This is the conclusion that emerges from the latest reports’
about the search for the H-bomb, one -of four-that fell from a B-52
after the bomber colllded w1th a tanker plane over the penlnsula

All flshlng in the Medlterranean has been banned by - ‘the Span+
ish authorities for an area extending ten miles offshore from Palo-"
mares. This would ‘indicate. that the two American pocket submarines
are stlll comblng uhe mud and debris on the ocean bottom.

 The ban will- probably not affect the local flshlng 1ndustry )
in view of the fact that it has been virtually impossible to sell
fish from the area since the news first spread about the accident.

The Americans have also intensified their activities ashore
in a continuing effort to-lower the level of radiocactivity in the
area where one of the H-bombs cracked its casing upon landing,
diffusing the deadly plutonium trigger. The troops are pulling up
tomato plants and dumping them, stakes and all, in a crusher. How
the mash -is finally dlsposed of has not been reported in the press.

After harvesting the tomatoes in this thoroughgoing way, the
ground is plowed. The next step is to drench the newly upturned
3011 with water hauled in tanker trucks equipped with sprinklers.

The_most 1nstruct1ve”lesson in all this is the amount of work
required to rid even a small area of radioactive contamination. Per-
haps that American general was not boasting when he said that the
United States now has a stockpile of nuclear weapons of such size .
and deadliness that the entire population of the Soviet Union could
be wiped out by merely dumping the contents over Ru331a w1thout
exploding a. s1ngle bomb! :
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AMERICAN SQURCE OF SUPPLY FOR VIETNAMESE GUERRILLIAS.

— Follow1ng a three-week visit to South Vletnam, Vel BarlSIC,
vice-president of the National Maritime Union, the largest of .the
U.S. organizations covering merchant seamen, reported- that. forty. per
cent of all the PX supplies [consumer goods intended for the armed
forces and thelr famllles] wind up 1n the hands of the guerrllla
fighters. e i o

Barisic, according to the February 17 New York Times, madé )
clear that these figures did not apply to military cargo such as am-
munition. This is handled by the American military authorities at
installations operated by the armed forces. Much: of the PX supplies,
in contrast, are stored in sheds or in the open.

The unlon OfflClal suggested that tamper-proof steel contaln—
ers should be used to cut down on the pilferage SE :

~. The sympathles of ‘this typlcal Amerlcan union bureaucrat
clearly lie on the side of Johnson's war policy. In-fact. he appears,
-like so many of his kind, to be trying to outdo the most reactlonary
bu51ness circles. 1n patrlotlc ferv0r.‘«%s S :

"It is also clear from’ hlS report however, that in Salgon and
the other ports used by the U.S.-in south Vietnam the :isympathies of
the .population are.so strongly on the side of the freedom fighters
that they are. w1lllng to rlsk a great deal to help 'send them sup—

plies.: . CL Ll :

3 HE_AVWEIGHT? CHAI"EPION HASj NOQUARREL :WIT'H".,VIET}\IAMESE

The standlng of Ca351us Clay, world’s heevywelght box1ng
1strat10n flght fans, whlle reachlng a new hlgh among Americans -
opposed to ‘the war in Vietnam, when he refused to back down on his
objection to being given.a 1-A draft. class;flcatlon that would make
it possible to induct-him into. the -army.

o ‘When told about his new draft .status, the famed flghter sald,

“"I'm a’member of the:Black Muslims and we don't go to wars unless
they are dec¢lared by Allah hlmself...kl don't have no personal
quarrel w1th those Vletcong.” ot S

Box1ng off1c1als in IllanlS trled to’ get ‘him to apodlogize
February 25 for his "unpatriotic remarks." Clay turnéd them down,
saying, "Im not here to make a showdown plea or apologize, the way
the press said I would."

Attorney General William C. Clark thereupon stated that
Clay's next bout, scheduled to be held in Chicago March 29, would
be "illegal" under the circumstances.
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’ CASTRO S INTERVENTION IN THE GUATEMALAN DISPUTE

By L1v1o Maltan

Fldel Castro s closing speech at the Trlcontlnental Conference
has. drawn the attention of workers and revolutionists on an interna-
tional scale to the difficulties and divisions experlenced by the
guerrilla movement in Guatemala now for some time. Moreover, the
Cuban leader, in repeating, at least in part, what others wrote,(1l)
deemed it advisable to employ violent terms against the Fourth Inuer—
national, which he holds responsible for having led Comandante Yon
Sosa and his forces astray. ‘

- Unfortunately, we are not able to check up on all the details
that should be considered. It is difficult, for example, to estimate
the exact degree to which the -guerrilla forces have become rooted at
this stage, particularly with respect to the various fronts and-
movements. We are likewise unable to ascertain the facts about such
episodes as the Galvin affair, mentioned.in a document by ILuis A
Turcios, and the story about the bu51nessman, ‘who, according to-
Castro, was put in charge -of the "political side" of the MR-13 [Novem—
ber 13 Movement](2). Nevertheless, -these gaps, however regrettable,
cannot prevent us from statlng where we stand on_.a whole serles of
burning questions. . : . S

‘It goes without saying that we feel under no obligation to
reply ‘in this article to the arguments. concernlng our alleged char-
acteristic of being "agents of imperialism™ -- we_ have already re-
plied to Castro.on this. (3) We shall limit ourseIVes,(by way of be-
ginning, to stressing the following three p01nts

(1) Fidel deliberately made amalgams; in particular, with
respect to Guatemala, he made out that he was in ignorance of the

(1) Besides the documents of the Communist PGT [Partido Guatemalteca
del Trabajo -- Guatemalan Labor party] and the declarations of ILuis
A. Turcios, we have in mind the article by A. Tzul which appeared in
the International Review of the Communist parties (April 1965 Italian
edition) where the differences are attributed to the influence of
"Trotskyist provocateurs " Also see’ the December 1964 issue of the
same publlcatlon.. iy .

(2) According to Turclos, Galvan, after belng arrested, "was’ freed
by the Guatemalan dictatorship..." For our part we llkew1se recall
that .the PGT :leader Carlos .Alvarado Jerez was freed in 1964. (See
the.article by Tzul-in the .September 1964 issue of the ‘International
Review of thé Communist parties.) Galvén, a member of the Posadista
tendency =< if it is actually the same person -—‘1eft the Féurth
International in:1961. As-for the businessman mentioned by Castro,
thé leadership of the Fourth Internatlonal knows nothing about hlm

(3) See the "Open Letter to Comandante Fidel Castro" sent by the

“United Secretariat of the Fourth. International [in World Outlook
February 18] and the statements made by the organs of the various
sections. :
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fact that the Posadas group has nothing to do:with the Fourth Inter-
national. However, Luis A. Turcios wrote in a document that Fidel
certainly is aware of(#) that in Mexico -- the country where the
"Trotskyists" involved in the Guatemalan affair came from -- "two
Trotskyist groups: exist that do not want to have anything to do with
each other: the Liga Obrera Marxista [Marxist Workers League] and
the Partldo Obrero Revolucionario [Revelutlonafy Workers Party] The
Trotskyists. of the MR-13% belong to the second group.“ ‘It ‘is thus
natural to.conclude that all the main protagonists in the polemic
Jnow. the: truth perfectly well and are aware of the completely antag-.
onistic. p051tidn of the Fourth International with respect to the >
Posadista grouping. Everythlng is’ crammed into ‘the same sack for
factlonal purposes and in the interest of ideological terrorism.

, (2) By engaglng dlrectly and completely in the polemic in the
way he did, Fidel is responsible for utterly distorting a political
debate whlch is without the least doubt of capital importance and
of -substituting a witch-hunt in the classical Stalinist style for

& theoretical and polltlcal confrontation based on 11v1ng-exper1-
ence. -This attitude is all the more reprehen31ble since it is a

: questlon of men fighting, arms in hand, and who, because of that
fact alone, have the right to expect solldarlty w1thout ‘reservation
from every revolutionist, a solidarity that does not mean withhold-
ing all political crltlclsm, but which does mean that criticism must
be aimed at helping, and not destroying then.

(3) The arbitrariness of the attempt to convert the Trotsky-
ists into scapegoats for all the difficulties of the Guatemalan
movement can be ascertained from certain statements made by Turcios
himself. He explicitly admits that the divisions existed before the
alleged "Trotskyists" intervened in the situation.

But let.us turn to more substantial questions.

Luis Tur01os Crltlclsm

Luis A. Turcios, who was the second in command in the: MR-15
before breaking with Yon Sosa, has played a role of prime importance
in the whole affair and was recognlzed by the Tricontinental Confer-
ence as the head of the Guatemalan delegation. He declared where he
stands particularly in his letter of resignation from the MR-13, and
it is restated more briefly in the interview published in January of
this year in the Cuban press. It is to be noted that while repeating
the o0ld arguments against Trotskyism and its alleged failure, Tur-
cios, at least in these two documents, keeps the polemic essentially
on a political level. Fundamentally he accuses Yon Sosa of having
permitted his movement to fall under the political influence of a
cell of Trotskyists who came from Mexico and whose activities.
methods and concepts made any collaboration impossible. Among other
things, he states that his signature was arbitrarily affixed to the

(4) The document is one we shall refer to agaln, i.e., Turcios' let-
ter of resignation from the MR-13, published in the No. 13 (1965)
issue of Correo de Guatemala which is printed in Havana. -
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Declara01on de la Sierra de las Minas which was published in Revolu-
01on Soc1allsta the organ of the MR—IB

- Let us note that if it is true that adherents of the Mexican
Posadista POR [Partido Obrero Revolucionario] did collaborate with
the MR-1%, it is difficult to believe that members of an organiza-
tion whose influence, according to Turcios himself, is infinitesimal
in their own country could impose themselves on a movement in another
country that is unquestionably rooted among the masses. Analysis of
a series of documents points to the conclusion that the Posadistas
quite probably participated in publishing some issues of Revolucibn
Socialista, but this could not possibly have occurred if the MR-13
itself did not have a certain line, if only an approximate one,
opposing in particular the opportunism and ambiguities of the PGT.
Getting down to cases, what are Iuis Tur01os' criticisms? Essential-
ly they are as follows:

The Trotskyists interpret the situation in Guatemala in a
subjective way, ignoring the necessity for a prolonged war. and talk-
ing about a general insurrection in the near future, thus risking
fostering adventurist actions and useless massacres. They are op-
posed to preparing and organlzlng a genuine people's war, and they
follow the "international line of Trotskyism oriented toward an
urban insurrection, by means of special committees, as the form of
gaining power in no matter what country and under no matter what
conditions." They idealize mass action and underestimate the need to
create a revolutlonary army, without which the mass movement is in-
evitably crushed. They launch islogans without taking into account
specific situations.” For example, they agitate for the building of
special mass committees, forgetting that it is impossible to build.
them unless you confine yourself to legal activities. They act in
such a way as to make unity impossible and they exaggerate the
leadershlp role of the MR-13 by deliberately ignoring the role of
other leadershlps in the Guatemalan guerrllla movement. ,

“Similar arguments are advanced in another document qulte
likely written in collaboration with Turcios; namely; a declaration
of the Provisional Center-of the Revolutionary Leadership,. whlch
criticizes in particular‘' the téndency "to attribute a socialist’
character to every mass movement" and to exaggerate the level of
s001allst consciousness achieved by the masses.(5) :

- We repeat once more: when Turcios and his friends talk about
'Trotskylsm they systematically mix up the Trotskyist movement,
organized in its overwhelming majority in the Fourth International,
and ‘the tendency represented by the small Posadista grouping. While
it is evident to us that the documents of the MR-13 are influenced
by Posadista ideas, it is difficult to draw a clear line between
these documents and other documents where this influence is not
manifest. Therefore we can form a judgment only on the

basis of the documents at hand, including the Primera Declaracidbén de
la Sierra de las Minas, a May Day (1965) appeal, a few issues of
Revolucidbn Socialista, some interviews with Yon Sosa and Francisco

(5) See the previously cited Correo de Guatemala.
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Amado.

There is no doubt that some of Turcios' criticisms are quite
pertinent. Moreover they correspond, by and large, to the criticisms
developed by the leadership of the Fourth International itself in
the- polemlcs of 1960-62. In the documents attributed to the MR-13,
we recognize in particular a tendency to idealize the masses and
“their level of socialist consciousness, a sometimes grotesque exag-
geration of objective situations, a highly simplistic concept of
the revolutionary process in the world, a methodology that consists
of "always assembling all the slogans, puttlng them all in the same
sack and forgetting or minimizing the questions of perspective and
rhythm, a tendency to grossly deform reality through the subjective
methods of tendentious propaganda. For example, in the May Day ap-
peal, 'we ‘read that "the revolution in the capitalist countries is
developlng in a constant and 1ndefat1gable intermittent struggle of
the European proletariat," that "there is preoccupation, there is
constant political 1ife among the North American masses" and that
“the proletariat has begun strike actions that reveal its decision
as a class to face Yankee imperialism," that "there is a world anti-
capitalist revolution constantly on the rise." Anyone who knows the
analytical documents of our movement can see that insofar as one can
speak of Trotskyism here, it is a parody of the real thing.

In the same May Day document, we encounter in addition an-~
other characteristic expression of Posadism; namely, the curious
concept of atomic war equating "to the world revolution, tumultuous
and uncontainable." Permit us to recall that the "theoretical"
lucubrations of Posadas on nuclear war were at the center of the
polemic accompanying his departure from our movement.(6)

With regard to the situation dealing more closely with
Guatemala, while it is difficult for us to offer an accurate Jjudg-
ment on the basis of incomplete evidence, in our opinion the per-
spective of a generalized guerrilla war, peasant militia and organs
of dual power on a national scale "mallana -~ en un corte plazo"
["tomorrow -- in a short time"] is correctly criticized as fanci-
ful(7) and that certain appeals to the workers and students -- for
example, in the declaration of the Sierra de las Minas -- disregard
the real situation. In the best of cases, at least in the documents,
propagandistic formulas are erroneously placed on the same level as
immediate slogans. It is difficult to say whether this is due to the
Guatemalan authors or whether it represents the intrusion of Posa-
dista fantasies. Finally, for examples of a platform in which every-
thing is placed on the same level, certain passages could be cited
from the May Day appeal or the document celebrating the fifth anni-

(6 Nevertheless the Guatemalan documents do not contain the wildest

formulations of Posadas calling for preventive nuclear war by the
USSR.

(7) See the May Day appeal, previously cited.
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'versary of November 13.(8)"

- A word on the methods used in the dlspute. We have long known
the methods employed by the leaders of the Communist partles ‘when.
they discover the presence of "Trotskyists," whether it is a ques--
tion of real or imaginary Trotskyists. The PGT has continued to
employ the olass1c epithets against Trotskyism and we cannot take
their word for it when they profess to uphold unity.- Nevertheless
with regard to the Posadistas, it is true that they are given to
‘sectarian methods and rabid factionalism and even resort to ouurlght
swindles.(9) In addition, we consider it more generally to be wrong.
for a quite smdll team, coming from the outside, to attempt by -arti-
ficial means to impose almost all their ideas and slogans on -a new.
’“movement that is developing in a difficult and contradlctory 31tuar
tlon on the bas1s of 1ts own - experlences. - C e

The Concepts of the MR—lB and the PGT

A1l this hav1ng been said, we must turn to the heart of the-
differences. Independently of the role of this or that flgure, of .
the intervention of a few Posadistas, etc., the divisions in the
Guatemalan movement are determined by the existence of different
concepts on the capital question of the nature of the revolution in
Guatemala and its motor forces. On this the concepts of Comandante .
Yon Sosa and his team are opposed  to the concepts of the. PGT. Tur=--
cios, it appears, does not identify himself with either .side.(10)"

The 'line of the MR-<1% is stated in a series of documents and
summarized in the interviews granted by Yon Sosa. "The MR-13;" Yon.
Sosa says, "is conv1nced that- condltlons ‘do not ex1st for a national

(8) My reference is the translatlon appearlng in- the January 9, 1966
issue of Mondo Nuovo, the weekly of the PSIUP: [Italian Socialist.
Party of Proletarian Unity]. In a -May 1965 document dealing w1th.the
American landing in Santo Domingo,- we: encounter another slogan that
is continually advanced by the Posadistas in a-way devoid of meaning:
"An unlimited general strike." It goes without saying that the slo-
gan in and of itself is not bad -—-we cr1t1c1ze applylng it as. a
caricature. 4

(9) The main ‘swindle clearly is to continue to proclaim .themselves
to be the "Fourth International," etc., when they left the organlza—
tion after-‘they saw that they would never be able to w1n even a..
small seotor of the movement to thelr 1deas .

(10) In his letter of re31gnat10n, Tur01os speaks of dlfferences
over "the methods -of work" and the "“theoretical concepts" of. the
PGT, which would lead one to believe that he does mot agree w1th‘

© the 1deas of the PGT on the nature of the Guatemalan revolution. .
(We ‘have' already indicated the axis of his -criticism: of "Trotsky—
'1sm.") Howeéever, in a declaration made in Havana: January 4, he criti-
cizes the perspective "of. immediately making -the 5001allst revolu-
tion" and explains that "it is preferable to make. an antl-lmperlal—
ist and antifeudal revolution, g01ng through the necessary stages.

to create the basis for socialism.
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democratic revolution; that is, to have representatives of the work-
ers and the peasants and the bourgeoisie in the government, because

you can't: put-a cat and a dog in the same kennel...How would such a

government function? Would there be a coalltlon between the workers,
the peasants and the bourge01s1e?"

Consequently the MR-13 speaks of socialist revolutlon and a
workers and peasants government. "Independently of the fact that in
Guatemala you can't find a national bourgeoisie," Francisco Amado
Granados declares, "to conceive of such a bloc as an obJective, sig-
nifies ruling out all the means of revolutionary class struggle
belonging “to the working class. For example, it means ruling out a
revolutlonary general strlke, the occupation of the plants, the arm-
ing of the proletariat -- in short those methods that are revolutlon—
ary and not peaceful, breaking the above-mentioned bloc. They put :
the proletariat into opposition against the bourgeoisie, against the
company management, whether they are Guatemalans or foreigners. And
the ruling out of methods belonging to the working class means to
limit the extent of the struggle and its effectiveness, it means
preparlng 1ts defeat " :

In another 1nterv1ew, Yon Sosa states that he. drew his con-
clu51ons "in fighting, in living with the peasants," for whom, in
addition, "the idea of the socialist revolution is so simple and
logical that they don't want to 1lsten to those who talk about a
different road."(11l) o A ,

B The current concepts of -the PGT, which have been explained
‘many times in the organs of the international Communist movement,
are summarized in a March 1965 resolution of the Central Commlttee.
According to the PGT, "the Guatemalan revolution is, at the present
stage, popular, anti—lmperlallst and agrarian in its content" and
one can therefore seek an alliance not only between the workers and
peasants, but also with the middle layers of the petty bourge0151e
and the so-called national-bourgeoisie. The working class is called
on to play the leading role, which will enable it to deepen the con-
tent of the revolution: "The national democratic revolution and the
socialist revolution are tiwo distinct, indissolubly united stages of
a single revolutionary movement."

(11) The quotations are from Revolucidén Socialista (supplement No.l,
"October 1964), and Mondo Nuovo (issues of June 6 and June 13) re-
spectively. These documents do not-justify the accusation, made in
the declaration of the Provisional- Center of Revolutionary Leader-
ship, previously cited, according to which the socialist character
of the revolution was deduced solely from a revolutionary rise .
throughout the world and not from a concrete analysis of the :speci-
fic nationdl reality. In addition, the authors once again devote
themselves to an arbitrary extrapolation of the Posadista documents,
presenting them as documents of the Trotskyist movement, when they
write: "The Trotskyist schema of the ‘socialist revolutlon emanatlng
from the leadership of the Fourth: International is a general sieve
“through which they want to force the: dlverse and multlple reallty
of every country in the world." ‘
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- With all due deference to the cultivators of the 'new," the
"specific" at-.all costs, and everyone who has joined the cult of -
"national roads," the problems that have brought the Guatemalan ten-
dencies and organlzatlons in opposition to each other today = were
posed, certainly-not ‘in~identical terms, but in analogous ones just
the same, in a-series of countries in recent decades, beglnnlng with,
the Chlnese revolutlon of 1925 27 AU

It ist true that after the capltal experlences of the postwar
perlod ‘and  more particularly with regard to Latin America after.the .
v1ctory of the Cuban Revolution, certain-questions appeared in a. new .
light. First of all, no-one dares to.express himself exactly as . .. .
formerly and even the rightists must pay homage to the revolutlonary
road if they hope to hold any audience whatever. Thus-whiile: talklng
about two stages of the revolution, they at times: stress.its unin- -
terruptéd character and the necessity for the: worklng <class, in. '
alliancé with the peasantry, to play the leading role from.now on.

On the other hand, there are militants who, appealing to the Cuban.
experience’, hold that any possible confused concept cannot 1nter—.kpf
fere with"the dynamics of the revolutionary process. and that there: :
will always be time for the necessary rectlflcatlon prov1ded that a.
real struggle develops v ; .

Democratlc Revolutlon or Permanent Revolut10n9

- In any ‘case it is not a matter: of scholastlc quarrels nour-.
ished by people squabbling over this .ox. ‘that- formula in the books... ;ﬁ
In the final analysis the stake ‘is :a jpractical. one and behind the . .-
formulas’ and nuances are hidden :preciser political implications. ThlS
is all the truer in the case of: Guatemala, which has already: llvedl[g
through tragic experiences in which: certaln organizations have neces-
sarily been Judged and prlmarlly on the basis of thelr past act1v1—g
ties. ot S o . o L

Thus, when the questlon cf the PGT -comes up, it must not be.
forgotten what the consequences were of-its line of democratic rev-
olutlon,'whlch involved collaboration with the national. bourge0181e
in the Arévalo-Arbenz period up to the aggression of 1954. In prac-
tice the PGT gave up any autonomous role and transformed itself into
a pillar of“the réformist bourgeois government, which-at the _crucial
moment capltulated in:'faceé ofi-the forces of the imperialists and the.
indigenocus-teac¢tiocnaries>=It is worth recalling that already: in. 1952
the very JiM.Fortuniswho writes in the International Revmew of the ..
Communist parties made a self-critical report in which he Tegretted”
amotig “dtker” thlngs -that the party had not "brought out with suffi-
cient ¢larity an firmness:the leading role of the proletariat in.
the present stage ofstruggle." The self-criticism rema1ned on paper,
even' 1n the tragic turn;gf June 1954, o ,

It must be recalled agaln that after 1954, the llne of the
Communist ‘party for years was aimed at restoring. "democracy" in
Guatémala; and it was not until 1961 -- under the influence of the
Cuban Revolution -- that a turn toward armed struggle was progected.
Again, it was necessary to wait two years at least before this was
translated into practice. Even after the turn, moreover, the line
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appeared rather eclectic and up until recently was still based on
legal act1v1t1es, at’ least in several reglons of the country (12)

The problem of the nature of the revolutlcn, as we have al-
ready indicated, is concretized around the question of what social
classes are participating in the struggle,  which ones will continue
through to the end and which one must play in actuality -- and not
in the literary proclamations of resolutions -- the leading role.
Trotskyism has never denied a priori that national-bourgeois layers
could become associated in an anti-imperialist revolutionary struggle,:
but it has stressed that if the leadership reverts to these layers,
the struggle will inevitably be slowed down, channelized, detoured,
and will end in the best of cases in the installation of a neocolo-
nial regime in which imperialism substantially maintains its grip and
the masses are robbed of the fruits of their struggle. That is why
it is absolutely imperative to understand and to make it understood
what the dynamics of the process must be, to work out a platform
that leaves no equivocation whatsoever and to assure -- this is
decisive in the final analysis -- the leadership of the working class .
allied with the poor peasants. This by no means signifies confounding
the beginning of a revolution with its final phase, nor launching
from the beginning slogans that can only become concretized at the
culmination of an entire revolutionary process. Nor does it mean re-
rlacing analysis of concrete situations by subjective 1nterpretatlons”
and by an absurd idealization of the masses. Thus what is important
is to grasp the permanent character of the revolution whose deepest
logic is not only antl-lmperlallst and antifeudal, but also anti-
capitalist; to bear clearly in mind that under no condltlon can the
possible convergence at certain stages with petty-bourgeois and
national bourgeois forcées be paid for at the cost of renouncing or
diluting in any way the primary leading role of the proletariat and
the poor peasants; i.e., the only genuine motor forces surging up
from the structures of an economically backward society in the con-
text of the contemporary world. It must be noted well that the touch-
stone for a revolutionary leadership resides in its capacity at each
concrete stage to advance slogans and organize -actions that will.
feed the anticapitalist dynamics of the struggle while starting from
a moblllzatlon for: democratlc obaectlves and national: llberatlon._~

This concept is clearly reflected in a document adopted by
the Reunification Congress of our movement(1l3) which can well be
be recalled here for the information of those who prefer not to
judge Trotskyism on the ba81s of arbltrarlly chosen sources

(12) See the artlcles by J.M. Fortuni and José Milla in the December
1964 issue of the International Review of the Communist parties
(Italian edition), and the article by Tzul already referred to in
the April 1965 issue of the same magazine. Tzul speaks particularly
about comblnlng the use of legal and 1llegal forms of struggle

(13) This document was previously adopted by the seventh congress
and thus is not the document alluded to by the declaration of the
Provisional Center of the Revolutlonary Leadershlp prev1ously cited
several times. c :
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"As in the case of equating the beginning of the colonial rev-
olution (under bourgeois or petty-bourgeois nationalist leadership)
with its victorious conclusion under proletarian leadership, any idea
that this process will roccur automatically or inevitably within a cer-
tain time limit necessarily leads to a distorted estimate of the actu-
al”relatlonshlp ‘of forces and replaces scientific analysis by illu-
sions and wishful thinking. It presupposes that the obgectlve process
will solve by itself a task which can only be solved in struggle
through the subjective effort of the vanguard; i.e., revolutionary-
socialist conquest of the leadership of the mass movement. That this
is possible - in the very process of. the revolutlon, and in a relative-
ly short time, has been adequately demonstrated in. the case of Cuba.
That it is not 1nev1table, and that without it the .revolution is ;"x
certain to suffer serious defeats or be limited at best to inconclu-
sive victories is demonstrated by much in the recent history of other
Latin-American-countries; for-instance, Bolivia,. Argentina and Guate-
mala." ("Dynamics.of World Revolution," International Socialist Re-
view, Fall 1965, p. 117 Also avallable as a pamphlet (Emphasis in
original. i) _ L '

Flnally, there is an obvious 1esson in the fact that the line
oriented on a "national liberation, agrarian, patriotic and democra-
tic, anti-imperialist and antifeudal' revolution, in which the
national bourgeoisie would also be "interested," was advocated in
Cuba by the former -Communist PSP [Partldo 8001allsta Popular] up
until 1961, and it was by rejecting this line through audacious rev-
olutionary practice that the Fidelista leadership assured the social-
ist victory of the revolution. An .analogous lesson can be drawn from
the fact that absolutely false and opportunist ideas .on the nature
of the revolution as well as the role of the national bourgeoisie
greatly facilitated the Brazilian defeat in 1964. The same can be
said for Indonesia where the outlook of collaboration with the
national bourgeoisie, personified by Sukarno, led the Indonesian
Communist party --:despite its affirmations about. the.continuity of
the revolutionary process and the 1ead1ng role of the proletariat --
to a defeat even more tragic ‘than that in Brazil and .to the mas-
sacre of more than 100 000 Communlsts._

The questlons under debate w1th1n the Guatemalan. movement are
thus of absolutely vital importance. That it is occurring among men
engaged in guerrilla warfare under the difficult conditions imposed
on them by the forces of reaction should not be forgotten for an
instant by those outside the country who are partisans of their
struggle. It is grlevous that Fidel Castro should have to be re- -
minded of this. It is in the interest of no one on the side of the
guerrillas to replace reasoned discussion with.epithets and slanders
and to launc¢h a campaign of real ideological terrorism. That is why
the way in which Fidel  Castro intervened, slanderously and arbi-
trarily" striking at’ the Fourth International, far from assuring the
success of the contribution which the leader of the Cuban Revolutlon
could unquestionably  bring, will inevitably havevnegatlve repercus-
sions and make more difficult the clarification that is required
among the Guatemalan vanguard and among Latin-American revolution-
ists in general. :

February 19, 1966
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INDIAN_TROTSKYISTS LAUNCH NEW MAGAZINE

We have recelved the first issue of Marx1st Outlook, the gour—
nal of the Soc1allst Workers ‘party, Indian section of the Fourth In-
ternational. It- is a 44-page, pocket~31ze magaz1ne with an attractlve
two- color cover. . .

L

_ The table~of contentsﬁ1ncludes?notes¢on important currenta,,;

politlcal ‘events in-'India -- the accession of-India's first woman:

prime minister to power, the Tashkent pact, the mass movement against
hunger .and famine started in Kbrala, and an appeal for the release

of polltlcal prlsoners in Indla., ‘ . :

On the international scene, the editors single out two events
for comment -- theé war in Vietnam and the debacle suffered by the
Communist - party in ‘Indonesia. In the struggle against the: 1mper1al~
ist aggression in Vietnam, the editors find the antiwar movement in:
the United States particularly encouraging. They appeal for the -
organization of an International Brlgade to help the Vietnamese
freedom fighters.

: Ana1y21ng the defeat in Indone81a the edltors find the prlme
cause to lie in the olass-collaboratlonlst policy followed by the
Aidit leadership of the Communist party. "Although the pro-Moscow
CPs have tried to blame the Chinese strategy for the tragic betrayal
of the Indonesian revolution," they say, "it is.well known that the
policy of class collaboration pursued by the PKI for the last twen-
ty years, a policy of 'four-tlass bloc' and subservience to the
national bourge0131e 1s bas1cally respon31ble for the present debacle
in Indonesia." .

In conc1u31on, Marx1st Outlook declareq "Thousands of rank-
and-file ‘members of the PKI have been offered as sacrifice at the
altar of the Stalinist strategy of a 'four-class-blec' in 'under-.
developed' Indonesia. The magnitude.of the tragedy that has taken
place is yet to be evaluated properly. It is only to be hoped that .
the CPs in other countries will draw proper lessons from the colossal
betrayal in Indonesia. That there are not even mass demonstrations
in other Asian countries in sympathy with:the victims -of the Indo-
nesian counterrevolutlon, to the great: delight of world reaction,
should be a. matter of deep concern for +the 1nternatlonal worklng-
class movement : : N

In the first of a series of " artlcles on the subaect Dr. A R.
Desal discusses the public sector in the Indian economy. Hls point .
of departure is. the'“very profound and bitter controversy among the
scholars who are examining the trend of growth: in:the underdeveloped
countrles, where capitalism is‘not destroyed during the phase of
securing 1ndependence." These scholars, who belong to both the pro-
Moscow and pro-Peking tendencies; divide thefunderdeveloped countries
into three categorles those that have taken' the noncapltallst path
as in the case of China -and Cuba; those that remain headed by a re-
actionary bourgeoisie that is profeudsl and pro-imperialist; and a.
supposedly intermediate grouping. ,
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The second category is said to be following the reactionary
"Japanese Pattern." This consists of utilizing the publlc sector of -
the economy, underﬁguldance of the government, to pioneer for prl—
vate monopoly capital. 4An. fields beyond the current capa01ty of prl—
vate enterprise. : S e

The third category is called the "Indian Pattern " In thls
the public sector is alleged to take priority.over the private sec-
tor and to be growing at a.faster rate. The "Indian  Pattern" there-
fore opens, according to this school of thought, the possibility for:
a peaceful transition from a capltallst to a soc1allst economy.

In view of the 1mportance of the Indian experience in testlng
this theory, Dr. Desai proposes to examine the reality of Indian
economic developments, partlcularly the relatlonshlp between the
publlc and private. sectors..The series thus promises to brlng a
genuine-contribution to. thls 1mportant subject.

Other articles in No. 1, Volume 1, of Marxist Outlook include
"Cruelties Equalling Those of Hitler" by Bertrand Russell, "Homage
to Lenin" by C.G.Shah, "Situation in Ceylon" by Edmund Samarakkody,
"Textile Strike and Tarapore Flrlng" by M.D.Parija, and the Social-
ist Workers party declaratlon on the war between India and Paklstan

The- Indlan Trotskylsts are to be congratulated for initiating
this important venture, particularly in view of the extreme financial
difficulties which they face as part of the abysmally low—pald Indian
working class. o . o

A s1ngle copy of the new Indlan maga21ne ‘can be obtalned by
sending forty cents to Marx1st Outlook, 414 Cleveland Road, Worli,
Bombay 18, Indla.: R TI o S

- A one year s subscrlptloncls $4. 50 in the U S. and Canada,
£1/10s in Great Britain.

| APPEAL OF WOMEN HOSTAGES HELD BY BELAUNDE GOVERNMENT ~ -

: [The follow1ng is the text of a letter smuggled out of the
Chorrillos prison in-Lima by seven women held without charges by

the BelaGnde Terry regime as hostages. The seven women are wives of
‘guerrilla leaders fighting in Peru. An eighth hostage, the wife of -
Luis de la Puente Uceda, killed October 23, 1965, was unable to sign
her name. On a hunger strike for a month, she was taken to a pollce
hospital. The letter, dated February 11, 1966 has been translated-
by World Outlook. ] o

* %k %k

_ Only by respecting conscience and recognizing Human Rights
will we continue to make progress and reestablish the values and
ethical principles that are the pillars of a civilization free from
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abuS1ve oppre831on and a. protector of 1na11enab1e rlghts._

For some months in our ¢ountry, under pretext of defendlng an
endangered "démocracy, " excessively repressive measures have halted
the historic process and taken us back toward the darkest period of
the- Middle Ages.. -

;.d”. Abuses w1thout limit" have aroused human feellngs and boundless
.1nd1gnatlon in everyone who has a consc1ence : . .

For a month the news of the dlsappearance, the capture and
-then the death of Guillermo Lobatbén, head of the guerrilla forces of
Tupac Amaru in Centro, has been handled in the most scandalous way
by the Lima’ and prov1n01al press without the Joint Command of the
Armed Forces issuing an official statement publicly confirming or
denying the reports. Various appeals, letters of protest from his’
family, various demonstrations within government spheres themselves
have sought clarification concerning the s1tuat10n of the group in
Centro and their leader.

: Genulne confu51on, a sharp opp051t10n, an attltude of rebel-
,llon, made the army hold to its obstlnate silence still ‘more un-=- =
reasonably. But the problem has much gredter scope -and we feel the
darkest premonitions. What is the truth about Méximo Velando? The
hypothesis of suicide makes us angry and we: protest ‘against the
secret disappearance of men -= vile ‘murders. Is Gaillermo Lobaton
dead? Was Guillermo Lobatén captured° The cas¢ of Maximo Velando
alone arouses all kinds of suspicions, all the more so when the
equivocation continues, fostered and inspired by the mllltary author-
ities who hide behlnd a curtaln of 51lence

It is also an abuse to hold in prlson for seven (7) months
women,.who have ~children, as hostages. It is a crime against 1nd1-
viduals in secret -- genocide, excesses that demand our most cate-
goric opposition. : :

(1) In face of the silence of the Army in regard to the dis-
appearances,: the captures, in face of the deaths of the guerrilla
fighters in the Centro guerrilla ‘area, we demand an immediate deni-
al or official and public conflrmatlon of the death of Guillermo
Lobaton and the other comrades.

(2) In face of the cyn1c1sm of the Army in asking the wife . of
Maximo Velando -- Carmen Castln de Velando --"to present a death.
.certificate. for her husband in response to her request for his mortal
remains and personal belongings -- the request was made more than a
month ago -- we demand that they stop making a mockery of sacred
rights promulgated and defended by the Declaration of the Assembly
of the United Nations. We ask for the truth. If Maximo Velando is
dead, let them issue a communiqué confirming the accuracy of the
news w1th detailed 1nformat10n about the circumstances.

. (3) In face of the detentlon of seven (7) women comrades con-
~fined as hostages :for seven (7) months, we demand: o
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(a) That they state the legal reasons for denying us provi-.
sional freedom -

(b) That they present the proofs of their accusatlon.

(c) That -they stop paralyzing the proceedlngs and st0p puttlng
obstacles in the way of our legal representatlves who up. to now have
not been permltted to read. xhe charges. :

(a) That they at once begln and speed the tr1a1 of each one
of the defendants.

We address the Joint Command of the Armed Forces, the General
Headquarters of the Army, the competent Authorities, the Student
Organizations and Trade ‘Unions, everyone with a conscience and Pub-
lic Opinion. We lodge our energetic -and just protest, in view of the
fact that proceedings that destroy a human belng go agalnst the ele-
mentary principles of the Rights of Man.

To support our protest, we declare a HUNGER STRIKE to begln
at midnight Sunday February 13, 1966 : ,

'~ Those on STRIKE v L ‘
CARMEN GASTAN DE VELANDO- JACQUELINE ELUAU DE LOBATON
NELLY~ARIAS BESCALANTE S GUILLERMINA VIDAL REYES
MERCEDES MORALESCDE?FERNANDEZ CARMEN GALVEZ DE. GADEA
‘The famlly of Gulllermo Lobatén | o '."
[Gulllermo Lobaton S famlly is conductlng a hunger strike in

a classroom of the Faculty of Law at. the Unlver81ty of San Marcos
in Lima. ] . ,

PLATFORM~OF’THE BOLIVIAN DEMOCRATICACOUNCIL OF THE PEOPLE

[The follow1ng is the full text of the platform of the Demo-
cratic Council of the People (CODEP .-- Consejo Democrético del ,
Pueblo).  Dated December ‘31, 1965, it was published in La Paz Janu—
ary 24, 1966. The organlzatlons composing the CODEP include the
Partldo Revolucionario de Izquierda Nacionalista, a dissident wing
of the Movimiento Nacionalista Revolucionario, the pro-Peking Boliv-
ian Communist party and the Bolivian Trotskyist movement. The trans-
lation 1s by World Outlogdk; the subheadlngs are in the- orlglnal text. ]

Sk ok ko

The Democratic Council of the People is an instrument of the
workers, intellectudls.and pooular sectors of the whole country,
“organized to coordinate and strengthen the struggle against the mili-
“tary oppression and with the objective of winning full exercise of
democracy’ on -the basis of respect for human dignity and to gain
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national liberation from thée imperialist yoke.

The majority of the nation, whose popular will has been
silenced by the most brutal repression experienced up to now, are
struggling intransigently for common and vital objectives that trans-
cend the bounds of partisan interests and are being concretized in
the eénergetic revolutionary thrust of the workers and the heroic re- .
sistance of the whole Bolivian people agalnst the fascist measures
employed to maintain in power open enemies of the country, of the
working class, of freedom, dignity and social Justlce -

Against the Mllltary Dictatorship, For Democracy

.. The Mllltary Junta of the government is the polltlcal expres- -
sion of the system of fascist oppre531on applied in an underdeveloped
country like ours and its mission is to ‘destroy the popular and dema—
cratic gains, restore the privileges of the oligarchy and turn over
the national wealth to international finance capltallsm..ur

‘The fascist generals have stamped Bolivian politics with the
seal of extreme barbarism so that no one can criticize, still-less .
try to rectlfy, errors that are 1naur1ng the country. The military
dictatorship is expressed objectively in the content of the so-
called "Law of State Security" ["Ley de Seguridad del Estado"]; in
the rabid’ persecutlon of opponents and workers; in the ex1stenoe of
concentration camps;. in the permanent and. truceless state of siege;
in the physical destruction of the trade unions; in political as-
sassination as a method of rule; in the lack of freedom of speech
for the revolutionary opposition and  the trade-union movement; in
the series of antilabor measures and the abrogation of such con-
quests of the proletarlat as “trade-union legislation, workers con-
trol, the right to organlze unions and to hold democratic trade-union
electlons, finally, in the periodic massacres (May and September), -
and in the military occupation of the mining centers on top of inter-
vention by the state in the headquarters of the trade unions.

- The military government serves as the transmission belt for
the imperialist interests, obeying the dictates of the North Amer-
ican Pentagon ‘This obsequious breaching of our national dignity is
expressed in:a.foreign policy lacking the most elementary. sense of
national soverelgnty, in the sacking of the national wealth by .the .
imperialist monopolies;: 1n the systematic. 11qu1dat10n of -all part1—¥
cipation by, the state and the Bolivian workers in-the: nationalized.
industries.or industries of state origin; in the- official - 1ncapac1ty
to.protect and defend national’ industry from the colonial:policy
applled by. the United States of North America in questions of. 1mports
and alleged "aid" and the lack of solidarity with the- oppressed
peoples —-- displaying instead an unspeakable cynicism in 1dent1fy1ng
themselves with the aggressive and interventionist policy of the
United States.

Agalnst thls antinational and antllabor pollcy,-we stand for
an 1ntran51gent struggle to the end for the establishment of a demo-
cratic, nationalist and popular government, of -the Bolivians and. for
the Bolivians, ‘that obeys no dictates except those emanating from
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the popular will on the basis of the full exercise of natlonal sover-
eignty.

- In the same way, we.defend the revolutionary 1mportance of
the proletarlat as the vanguard in the process of necessary trans- .
formations in the national structure, resolved that its- specific ...
welght in the economy of the country should 31mllarly be expressed
1n natlonal polltlcs. : B

T We demand respect for the mlddle class's desire for polltlcal
self-determination, without compelling it to suffer the humiliations,
aimed at instilling servility, which are inflicted by those who, for.
the moment hold state power.~ S

. It follows: from thls that in the present 01roumstances any
electlon held in -accordarce with the rules of the current: Electoral
Statutes can be: nothing but a.farce and a fraud aimed at perpetuatlng
the military: ‘dictatorship.. The-imposition of official candidates. sup-
ported by the bayonets and -dollars of imperialism, signifies nothlng
less than a defeat for the people and a new frustration of their
aspirations. The .popular forces cannot lend themselves to this game
of the counterrevolutionary dictatorship and they are denouncing
before the people the blg electoral masquerade belng prepared behind
thelr backs.» e

‘We demand, as a patrlotlc and natlonallst rlght the Bolivian-
ization of the Armed Forces of the Nation, emancipating. them from the
subjection exercised by the foreign oppressors and identifying them.
with the aspirations of the Bolivian people for national liberation.
Consequently, our unyielding ‘struggle is against the fascist camaril-
las or lodges which utilize the Bolivian uniform only to bring shame
on it or to stain it with the ‘blood of the Bolivian proletariat. The
people must unite to help: the .soldiers, rated men and young officers
emancipate themselves from the unjust oppression which the agents of
the Pentagon impose upon thelr minds and feellngs as Bollv1ans

There can be no democracy for the Bolivians untll we emanci-
pate Bolivia from foreign tutelage. We do not believe in the salva-
tion of the country through the -help of forelgn exploiters. Exper-
ience itself has: taught us that all that is-gained through alliances
with imperialism is the undermining and suffocation of movements for
national liberation. Thus we advocate a national policy that main-
tains dignity and sovereignty. We jealously defend the right of the
"peoplés: to self-determination, struggling against any intervention’
by a state or international body in the internal affairs of another
state. Colonialism must be swept from the face of the earth and .
particularly from our Latin America. We reject the imperialist pos-:
ture that threatens military intervention and we are sure that if .
it is attempted, our people will defeat them as did the glorious..
guerrilla fighters of our forefathers in the struggle for Indepen-.
dence, who taught us how to win the rlght to our own Country and
leerty s ; : N
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Against Fascism, For Social Justice

. We must conquer, in an all-out struggle in behalf of all,
espe01ally the workers, the right to live free from all fear of re-
pression and hunger. Not only must our daily ‘bread be guaranteed to
every Bolivian, but also the civic and cultural expression of:-every
civilized people: the right.to participate actively in politicsjy to ...
organize in unions; to think and to disseminate ideas without hin-=
drance; to use the communication media without indirect obstacles or
1mp081t10ns of a police nature. The shutting down of workers broad-
castlng stations and the repression of popular newspapers by the .- .
ruling group are not only a scandal but testify to its class char~¢;“
acter. Only the rich, both the new ones and the old ones, enjoy- :
rights and pr1v1leges under the military boot. Women of the vanguard
and courageous proletarian fighters and revolutionary intellectuals,
through daily sacrifice and their example of intransigent: struggle,
are wrenching concessions from the dictatorship. A stop to.the in-
human hunt for trade unionists and revolutionists, respect for human -
beings ‘and human dignity, observance of constitutional guarantees -
and a return to rule by law are not obtained by pleas or as glfts. .;
They are won in combat and they are obtalned through popular pres- :
sure ~and revolutlonary action ' S : o

We are flghtlng so that all Bolivians W1ll have WORK BREAD
AND. A HOME that are guaranteed and inviolable at all times and on
311 occasions. These must not be gracious concessions of officialdom
as a barefaced method for bribing social and political circles col-
1ect1vely and automatlcally‘convertlng them inteo privileged layers.
These are elementary rights of every citizen in any modern state.
We demand the redistribution of the national income and adequate
planning of the economy in’ order to effectlvely combat growing un-
employment and its concomitant misery among the people.: The wages
and social benefits of the mine workers, as of May 1965, must be
restored without postponements or subterfuges and on this- base a
just remuneration must be granted that will enable them to live in
human conditions, working only the eight-hour day established in
theory by the General Labor Law [Ley General de Trabajol. The mining
contracts with the COMIBOL [Corpora01on Minera de Bollv1a] enter-
prises must be readjusted and the mining cooperatives guaranteed
normal productive work w1thout blackllsts or massacres. :

. The mlnlng centers must stop belng converted 1nto concentra-.
tion camps for forced labor. It is not .possible to even conceive the
rehabilitation of the nationalized mines through the criminal- methods
of militaristic fascism. The lead from the rifles fired at the backs
of the mine workers will never increase the quantity and quality of‘
the tin extracted from the mines. Only respect for the popular will
of the trade-union ranks, expressed through workers democracy, can
establish the social pillars for genuine economic rehabilitation of
nationalized 1ndustry The same goes for any other kind of industry
or work where at present even tle o0ld Social laws are no longer up-.
held. The grocery stores have been converted into samples of the.
past and certain streets and plazas into open carnivals of social
distraction. The prices of basic necessities have gone sky-high --
those responsible for this disaster are in the Government Palace.
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Housew1ves, who are the most exploited of the exploited, carry the
heaviest burden of all these social injustices, which does not. pre-
vent them, nonetheless, from going out into the streets to struggle
heroically and in various ways for civil liberties and better. living
standards for the Bolivian people. The publlc health services have.
been abandoned, not to mention the services and loans of the. Natlonal
Chest of 8001a1 Security [Caja Nacional de Seguridad Sociall.

sides, if yesterday we denied.being a "sick people," 31m11arly today
we will not tolerate. belng an enslaved people. Social justice will .
be imposed through the iron revolutlonary will of the t0111ng masses.

Agalnst the Restoratlon, For National leeratlon

We Bolivians are moving toward confronting this inevitable
reality. It is necessary to take a stand: either with the revolution
and for national liberation, or with fa801sm and the counterrevolu—
tlon 1n the serv1ce of 1mper1allsm. o -

' The polltlcal forces comblnlng in the DEMOCRATIC COUNCIL OF
THE PEOPLE stand in the contemporary struggle on the side of the -
march of progress, of the revolution and the people. The people have
nothlng to lose with national liberation, rather they have much to
gain: 11berty, democracy and soc1al Justlce.

The CODEP 1ntran51gently defends the conquests galned up to
now in-all the fields of’ revolutionary life. The nationalization of
the mines must be extended, “overcoming the errors and limitations
of the past. The Bolivian people will not tolerate the crime of mort-
gaging their wealth . to the foreign monopolies, as they are trylng
to do now with the mine dumps, tailings and ore leads; with the oil
and gas; with the iron and tin. No form of as3001at10n with the im-
perialist oppressor must be the norm of conduct. Cutting down the
COMIBOL bureaucracy,: dlver31fy1ng the mining industry, 1nstalllng
smelters under control of the Bolivians; defending the Mlnlng Ban% "
[Banco Minero] as the entlty in charge of fostering private mining -
to commercialize minerals in this sector; cooperating with and fully
backing the mining cooperatives on the basis of their administrative
autonomy —— these constitute the main general lines which we propcse
in this respect to the people as the solution of the mining problem.
Strengthenlng of the YPFB [Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales Boli-
vianos -- the Bolivian state oil company] and revision of the
Petroleum Code and substitution of all the give-away legislation by
a law based on the monoposly of production and trade in hydrocarbons
by the state, rounds out the position of the Democratic Council of
the People on the subject of exploiting extractive raw materials.

The agrarian question, once all vestiges of the big landlords
and political bosses are liquidated, as part of the struggle for
national liberation, must be oriented toward the economic and social
development of the Bolivian people, especially the rural sectors.

It will be necessary to create agro-economic units managed techni-
cally on the basic orientation of building cooperatives in produc-
tion, trade and collective labor. The planning of rural development
must aim at an integral form and with a strictly national criterion;
this means taking advantage of the rich experience going back thous-
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ands of years among our indigenous communities as pilot nuclei for

- communal or collectivist development. The rise in the technical level
will be gradual and adjusted to our incipient development and the
overabundance of peasant labor. The countryside must be converted .
into a market for national 1ndustry before it becomes a consumer of.-

“ commodities of imperialist origin. The protection of industry for
the transformation and its interlocking with the production of .
national raw materials is intimately linked to a consistent and vic-
torious struggle against imperialism. Consequently it is necessary
to also aim simultaneously at establlshlng diplomatic and commerci-
al relations with all countrles in the world, w1thout any discrimin-
ation. : :

On the plane of education and the defense of culture, it will
be necessary to project this nationalist, democratic, popular . and
revolutionary political line, overcoming all the concessions and . :
rightist errors smuggled into the Educational Reform [Reforma Educa~ -
tiva] and which are blocking the integral development of education.
Along these lines, the CODEP advocates a single national, democratic
and scientific school. The liquidation of illiteracy, as well as the
full enforcement and exten51on of unlver81ty autononmy, completes ouri
view on edueatlon v B

The unity of the B011v1an people is a basic condltlon for
achieving these objectives. The CODEP calls on all the democratic
and progressive parties, the organizations of the workers, peasants,
professions, teachers,-students, women,  and. the revolutionary and
patriotic soldiers, rated men:and officers to back:this imperative
struggle and to join its ranks in fighting the ruling despotism that
has brought misery to the workers, until the' dictatorship that
trampled civil liberties under foot and stained democracy with blood
is defeated. We exhort all genuine patriots to oppose all  foreign ‘
intervention in our national problems and to struggle energetically
for the‘defense of our national sovereignty.





