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KY'S "ACT OF TREACHERY"

Ky's blitzkrieg attack on Danang May 16 was aimed at stabi-
lizing his own precarious position as dictator. It was a desperate
gamble, however, for it risked setting off new demonstrations. The
Buddhist leaders in Saigon called it an "act of treachery" designed
to block the holding of elections. It could lead to "civil war."

Did Ky's gamble have Johnson's approval? After an emergency
"secret" meeting that included Johnson, Lodge, Rusk, lMcNamara and
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other high officials, the State Department said that Ky acted without
consultation. U.S. officials in Saigon were told, according to the
same source, to do their best to persuade south Vietnam officials to
do their best to "resolve their differences." Thus Johnson sought to
maneuver into position to disclaim any responsibility if Ky failed

or to embrace him if he succeeded.

Ky's promise to the Buddhist leaders to hold elections
embarrassed the Johnson administration. Elections would be an incon-
venient diversion from all-out pursuit of the war. Yet it was diffi-
cult to come out openly against themn.

Lodge and Rusk even felt obliged to cover up for Ky when he
blurted out that he intended to stay in power for at least '"a year"
-- even if elections were held. Rusk said that Ky had been misinter- ..
preted. In Saigon the press on the day following Ky's statement came -
out with white spaces where the censor had pencilled out the reports
which the Americans had found embarra381ng

What the censors cut out in Salgon also appears:--to have been
kept out of the reports in the American press. However, the May 12
New York Post printed the following extract from the verbatim trans-
script of the interview Ky granted to CBS correspondent ‘Ron Nessen::

"Nessen: If in the election of an: assembly the government
seems to be neutralist or Communist and to be moving towards peace
with the Viet Cong, what would you.and your military associates do?

"Ky: We will stand and fight.

"Nessen: You will fight the elected government?

"Ky: If they are Communists,'I don't care if they are elected

or not.
"Nessen: And if they are neutralists?
"Ky: Also. _
" "Nessen: You will fight the government and try to throw them
out?

"Ky: But I am sure it w111 not happen, because I firmly
believe that the majority of our people are antl-Communlst and anti-
neutralist." :

When Ky granted this interview, his plans to attack Danang
were nearing completion. If the attack succeeded, in one blow he
would strengthen his own position and end the embarrassing business
about elections.

‘Would Ky makée such a move without an understanding with his
imperialist masters? It is not very likely. No doubt, however, they
indicated they would have to disclaim responsibility. His under-
standing smile can easily be visualigzed.
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-7AMERICAN'TROOPS&PANICKEDIIN*%AIQQN

- {The Johnson:administration has been very apologetic about
the ”1n¢1dent" May: kO wheh American. troops in Saigon, thinking. they
were underidttack, began:flrlng indiscriminately,: killing and wound-
ing peéopleim the streests. The American press. at first printed the
official story about the troops being under a real attack. They, then
indicated some "mistake" had been made. Next came intimations of a
”tragic error. Flnally the apologies of offigial Washington spokes-
men. And al¥of it ‘given less and less prominence until--the affair .
finally: vanished: under the TUg as Just one of those»”unfortunate"
items OJb@ expected in any war. R P » S g

A H

LFor a more accurate version of what happened, we have trans-
?lated the follow1ng account from the May 11 issue of the Parls daily

The exp1051on of a mine attached by ‘the Vletcongft
near an American barracks in Saigon Tuesday touched off genulne’
panic* SamGAg theJAmerlcan ‘mifitary police, who began- shoot;ng indis-
crlmlﬁately 1n all dlrectlons for forty—flve mlnutes .

o3 iTwo Amerlcan buses were sprayed w1th bullets.;A ;? k Iaadéd
with twenty-fiveoVietnamese Wwas converted into a. target{ o
women were kllled and twentyetwo others wounded

Two hundred meters away, the French hospltal was also takeni
as a target A Vletnamese v181tlng a patlent was killed.

: fﬁTéh Amerlcans, some~ of . whom were on - thelr way to work on.
motorbikes were hit by bullets. R b

iﬁ other parts of the 01ty, Amerlcan sentrles also, began
flrlngg partlcularly at a: Jeep : . T .. _

Altogether there were flve dead and twenty—elght wounded

‘The "American police intervened with; great. brutallty, arrest-
ing passersby: and searching homes long after the mine went off. The
populatlon~1n the surroundlng area appears to have resented: thesei
methods. -l = . Py : .

The American mission recognized its responsibility and has
undertaken measures ito compensate the Vlctlms and their families
nsofar aS‘ls”poss1ble B P e i : :

The affalr has ralsed the questlon of mov;ng the Amerlcan
troops outside ‘the city. A proaect to set up new. camps is under jf
consideration. e S \ .
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CHINA TESTS THERMONUCLEAR MATERIALS

While the protracted and inconclusive disarmament conference
at Geneva has agaln adaourned and U.s. flghter planes fly ever

‘materlals

Among other hypotheses, Amerlcan experts belleve that thls
test 1s a long step toward China's .development of the most powerful
H-bomb;~“the triple-stage "fission-fusion-fission" device, .first -
achieved by the United States about a decade ago and .thereafter
utl%lzed by Sov1et s01ent1sts to produce weapons w1th lOO megaton
fyle ds ’ o : . o

In any case, Amerloan offlclals have obv1ously underestlmated
China's capacity to develop a hydrogen bomb just as they did earlier
with the Soviet Union. After the first Chinese test in October 1964,
they calculated that it would take five years before Chlna would
'have a. thermonuclear dev1ce - C

W1th thls thlrd test Chlna has blasted down,the door to the
exclusive thermonucdleéar club dominated by the United States and -
the Soviet Union. Both of these superpowers did what they could to
exclude China"from" membership. Moscow tore. up its 1957.treaty to
aid Peking's nuclear development: In 1963 Washington and Moscow
concluded a partlal test-ban’ treaty without consulting China and. -
then tried to 1mpose 1ts prov151ons w1thout success upon that coun-

try.”

Since then, both powers, who had already oarrled out adequate
atmospheric experiments arnd now possess an: overklll nuclear arsenal
have continued with underground tests. v i e

"What will Washington do -in the face of China's. progress in
the nuclear arena? The New York Times urges that the People's.
Republlc of China be invited to enter the United Nations and partl-
01pate in the Geneva disdrmament talks when they resume.

At the ‘moment familiar cries are being raised from New Delhi
to WashlngtOn about the increased threat:to peace in Asia issuing
from Chinad's emergence as a thermonuclear power. Two incidents of
the past week show how hollow and hypocritical such anti-Chinese
propaganda 1s,

Premler Chou En-lal stated that, after its .first nuclear
exp1081on in October 1964, China made a specific proposal to the.,
United States in Warsaw, where their representatives havse perlodlo
dlplomatlc contacts, that ‘the two nations pledge that .neither
would be the first to ise atomic weapons against the other The :
United States rejected this proposal. e a8

This was the first that the American public has heard about
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Peking's offer. Suchinews would havé marred the official caricature
~of China as-a Hitleriite ‘aggressor straining to use its prospective
" nuclear arsenal for purposes cf conquest Fos
The State Department has now acknowledged that the Chlnese
‘offer was made and Pejected. on the~formal ground that 1ts terms
dld not prov1de sufflcient safeguard of enforcement B et

-

: : Hewever, the May 12 New York Times reported that "an under-
"lying reason for the rejection, according to .officials, is a reluc-
tance to get the United States into a position;where*it'appearsfgo
foreclose on the use of 2 weapon that is viewed as a deterrent to
Communist aggression." In plain words, the president and the Pentagon
do not intend to scrap their nuclear bombs or glve up their inten-
tion to drop- them when:&nd where they:please. ‘

This pos1t10n was made clear by a State Department spokes-
- man, Robert J. MeCloskey, who:said that the Chinese: want to outlaw
- the use of nuclear weapons, ‘while the United States-'"attitude«is:
“that we should bBanvaggression: in any form and get on with: verddied
disarmament on'a balanced basis and in a manner cons1stent . with:the
securlty 1nterests.of ald countrles " i PO SRR : o
The New York Tlmes correspondent pressed ==;£M¢Closk£gtuto
explain how controls could be devised to enforce a pledge that a
nation would notrbe the first to use: nuclear. weapons: He provided
no explanation. Instead, reading from a:'position paper,' he weng
on to contend that Chlna had shown no. constructlve 1nterest' rb
disarmament steps 1nvolv1ng controls and ver1f10at10n¢‘« e

”For example, he sald the Ohlnese have refused to- 81gn the
treaty forbidding nuclear tests in the air, in space or under~water
Nor, he said, have the Chinese shown any’lnterest in the disarma-

‘ ment dlscuss1ons being held at Geneva. In response to a questlon,
“he acknowledged that Chlna had.not beenvmnv1ted to part1c1pate in
f>that conference." o _ , . :

RN E‘

Thus, Peklng wants to outlaw the- use of -atomic weapons WhlLe
Washington prefers ‘eridless discussions on: gradual -disarmament whlch
as" the futlle proceedlngs at Geneva demonstrate, get nowhere

Ere31dent”Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia correctly stated May lc
that China should not be condemned for testing nuclear devices. when
‘“igtronger nations were 'raining" bombs on Vietnam near her borders
Indeed, the U.S. war hawks appear to be going beyond this to ra more
perllous p01nt

S Accordlng to a spokesman of the Chlnese Mlnlstry of Natijonal
Defense May 13, five United States fighter planes intruded .on China's
airspace over Yunnan Province and shot down one of its mllltary air-
craft with guided missiles. Peking denounced the attack as "an

- “extremely grave incident, a“deliberate; systematlc act of war pro—
voked by the Johnson Administration.” : .

e 3
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The '"clear and present" danger of a conflict which could. -
escalate into’ a nuclear war comes from such: increasingly aggress1ve
acts of the U.S. military machine in Southeast Asia, and not at .all
from the Communlst leadershlp in Peklng

: In an- 1nterv1ew glven to a Paklstanl correspondent in April
and made public after the air atback, Premier Chou En-lai warned
that some U.S. strategists were eager to bomb China, relying on
~their air and naval superiority. He said that "Chlna will . not take
~the initiative’ to provoke-war with the U S. " but that - "once the war
fbreaks out, 1t w1ll have no boundarles. iR e

ERE R S

“JAPANESE TRANSPORT WORKERS WIN WAGE BOOST

: : Two w1despread strlkes in Japan one on April 26 and another
four days latery:won a significant wage increase for the country's
~“transport: workers . The April 26 strike affected 10,160,000, persons
“on railways and: ‘another 10 , 200,000 on buses. The follow-up;strlke
was less paralyzing, since management:-conceded the minimum- WS
demands a few hours after the actlon got under way and the unions
thereupon called off the walkout

e The unlons began by demandlng a monthly 1ncrease of 8 OOO;
yen [562 yent = $X ] to:make up for a 7.4 percent hike in the- costr
of living in 1965.::Mamagement offered only. 2,100 yen.,On ‘the eve

of the strikes, they came up to 3, BOO yen, but the union leaders
held out for 3%,500. It was reported in the press that they would
be "repudiated by the :rank -and file" if they accepted less. The
© o point . was pressed home by the strike and the settlement was. for -

-5 500 yen —-— reeord hlgh flgure : -

: One of the outstandlng features of the strlke was the unlted
actlon taken by the many unions in both the private and- publlc sec-
tors of the industry. In Japan it is illegal for a worker in govern-
*-mént :service to go ‘on strike. However, the members of the govern-

- 'ment<run” rallways disregarded the restrictions written into law.

When the unions in the private sector downed tools on April 26,

the unions in the public sector joined them. In case they were
hauled into court they were prépareéed to argue that it would have
~been "unsafe" ‘to continue work that day; however, the view not
conly-in management circles but among the unions was:that the action

" violated the law. @ = . : SR , i

~_The real situation, of course, is that the law is nnwork¥
" 'dble. Directed ‘against. the workers it cannot be enforced in face

:?yiof ma831ve res1stance

e The government 1tself reeognlzed realltles by - announ01ngv
~othe: evenlng ‘before the.April 26 :strike that it would adjust .wages,
bearing in mind whatever agreement was reached in the prlvate (o
sector.
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JMZD 107 UES: DRAFT TESTS REMINISCENT-OF HITLER"

heviove! The congeriptbion..of adolescents. for service in the armed
ferees under-highly -undemocratic. regulatlons has been an irritant

to theAmérican people: Since the -practice was 1nst1tuted in 1940 ‘and
then mude ipermanent in-1948. The deferment prov151ons on the ba31s
of scholastlc performance have recently been singled out for special
f'attack; sh FE O T ST o .

A serles of nat10nw1de tests, the flrst on May 14 the others
May 21, June 3% and the end of June, were scheduled by the Selective
Serv1ce Systemcof the U.S. government. The grades made by those tak-
1ng the'tests are to be utilized by draft boards as gne of the ele-
mehts:in' decidding on who goes into the army and who is left free to
continue: school. , : L o

Adam Clayton Powell a Democratlc congressman from Manhattan,
“attacked:ithed tests on lMay. lO as. '"reminiscent of Hitler," as the
foundation: for:.a "racial arlstooracy" and a device to send. a dlspro—
tlonate number of Negrqes to the "Vletnam slaughterhouse e

Powell made his'oomments at a news. conference in the commnttee
room of the House Education and Labor Committee, of which ne' £80L
chalrman ‘His ‘main point was -that the tests penalize unfairly the
poorly schooled ‘Negro, -and thus ”brlng the hlstory of racial dle
orlmlnatlon fullibyole (Y e R : _ '

[u . : . '

“”Flrst we prov1de an 1nferlor educatlon for blaok udents, "
“he continued. '"Next we give them a.series of tests wh;c,.many will
flunk because of an inferior education. Then, we pack ‘these academic
falluresaofﬁuto Vletnam to be. k;;led " :

"'"Imp11c1t 1n,the draft deferment tests," said Powell "1s “the
theory of a race of Aryan supermen and the. bellef that rare great
minds alone are fit to direct the destinies of a nation and to dis-
pose of the lives of its untutored masses.

"Instead of a social democracy where: equality is encouraged
to flourish, these draft deferment tests lay the foundation for a
racial arlstocracy These tests are reminiscent of Hitler's twin
system of eugeénics and. education:-- weed:out the intellectually
deprlved or 8001a11y undes1rables by conscrlptlng them for cannon
fodder DRt e . .

Soorlng the war in Vleunam Powell sald that a “hlgher per—
centage of black.soldiers is a. ready dylng in what is: 1nglor10usly
belng referred to in many areas of the black communities as a "

" whlte man s war' agalnst a brown people M : :

The country's Negroes, Mex1can-Amerlcans and other mlnorlty
groups are "confused!" about U.S. aims in; Vietnam, Powell declared.
He held that the Vietnamese people should be permitted to choose
their own political system through. free.elections as soon as pos-
sible.
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STUDENTS PROTEST UNDEMOCRATIC U.S. DRAFT DEFERMENT TEST

Groups. of students throughout the United States were involved
in protest actions against the undemocratic draft deferment tests
held May 14 under government sponsorship. The main organization
behlnd the actlons was the Students for a Democratlc Soc1ety

Besides picket llnes, sit-ins were staged at some un1vers1t1es?‘
‘and some 400 students occupied the admlnlstratlon bulldlng at the
Unlver31ty of Chlcago . :

" In New York " Tom Hayden one of the leaders of the SDS told
reporters: "These’ tests invite students to escape the draft and
let Negroes, working and poor people who cannot afford college to
go fight tkis war. It invites students to compete with each other
to decide who will study and who will die "

_ In many unlver81t1es, professors have expressed sympathy with
the demonstrators. At Columbia University in New :York, a group of .
professors held a press conference at which they- urged "asgradlcal g
a separation of the activities of the Selective Serv1ce admlnlstra-
tion from the educatlonal enterprlse as pQSSlble x :

"“'Even the New York Tlmes felt COmpelled to: say somethlng about~
the undeémocratic nature of the tests. In an editorial May 14, the
powerful daily declared: "Deferment of college students places most
of the burden of military service on the shoulders of the very poor
or the academically untalented. This smacks of a caste system, in
whloh prolonged educatlon can, readlly turn deferment 1nto exemptlon

Michael Klare, a student antiwar leader at Columbla Un1ver--~
sity, pointed to another side of the reaction to the tests: '"We feel
that each of the students taking  the test 1s protestlng agalnst the
war by trying to get out’' of it ”

‘PACIFISTVWING DECLINES IN-U.8S. ANTIWAR MOVEMENT

An' antlwar march in Washlngton May 15, sponsored by SANE ,
[National Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy] and Women's Strike .
for Peace, was a fiasco compared to the giant parade of 30,000 last
November. Sanford Gottlieb, coordinator of the drive, said on the
eve of the demonstration that maybe 10,000 would participate,
"mostly adults " The" actual turnout was "from 7,000 to 12,000."

The reason for the lack of enthu51asm and the poor re5ponse'aﬁ
was the absence of militancy, which in turn was related to the aim
of the 'sponsors to use the demonstration to advance 'peace" candi-
dates of the Democratlc party in the coming electlons .

(i

One of- the main proaected slogans of the demonstratlon wasv
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~to back ‘such .carididates of the veéry capitalist party that decided
to escalate u. S 1nterventlon in Vletnam 1nto a- Korean-type war.

SRS Sald the Natlonal Guardlan, a progressive. weekly publlshed
in’ New York: "Because of.what [gsome consider the excessive modera—
tion-of “the. peace pledge drive, -gignificant . sections: of the new.
peace movement -- while not: opp031ng it -- are not. supportlng the
‘Washington demonstration. Except for the DuBois clubs, few student

oigroups are-enthusiastic aboubt~the voters protest. Neither do many

twof i the pacifist, ‘radical: left nor 1ndependent antiwar comm%ttees
~actively support the drlve. : c , e

The truth is that the rlslng opp031tlon among the American
= people to Johnson's escalation of the war has. greatly increased the
«ﬁpopularltyuof slogans~and aims much to the left of such staid. paci-

nfist e groups 'as SANE, :with the strong. ties among its 1eadexs to the
Democratic party. The key slogan reflectlng this new mood is "With-
draw U S Troops Now'” , o

If ‘the Washlngton march had- been organlzed around - thls -theme
sor oneielose to it, the demdnstration would undoubtedly have greafly
surpassed last November s march ST - : \

ANTIwAi? SENTIMEI%Q}' %'BEGB\%S To AFFECTUNION ~BUE%EAUCRM‘S IN U.S.

The OfflClal pollcy of the AFL-CIO bureaucracy headed by

George Meany is to stand to the right of the Chamber of Commerce

* and ‘the National  Association of Manufacturers in supportlng Jobnson S
‘Vescalatlon of the war dn Vletnam o {4

L

. ",
- Thls ultrareactlonary attltude in the -face of rlslng O@EOSl—
tion to the war among the American people,has led to restiveness in
a sector of the bureaucracy, according to James A. Wechsler, writ-
ing in the May 11 1ssue of the llberal New York Post.

At a meetlng of ‘some 2OO off1c1als of locals affiliated with

~ %8 international unions, which was held in New York recently, a

i 'motion was passed toestablish a Trade Union Division of the Sane
"~ Nuclear Policy Committee. Informal conferences have been held since

then in- Chicago gnd San: Fran01sco at.whlch Johnson ki belllgerent
forelgn policy was dlscussed. : i :
~"Mcst of the ‘names assoclated w:th the ferment belong to the

- second and third echeldns of the labor movement," said Wechsler;

L "Few "are ‘headline: figures. But this cam hardly be dismissed @8:.a
“tfar-out” expedltlon There 1s reason to believe that its emexngence
“veflects growing ‘restiveness in many labor sectors over the mono-

lithic militancy (or meekness) that hds characterized the AFL-CIO
role in a great national debate.
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© Wechsler -evén detectd a "certain defiance" that is "sympto-
matic of a frustration and 'unrest that many observers detected ~ - .
beneath the surface of the last AFL-CIO convention." No discussion
of forelgn pollcy occurred at that gather;wg In fact efforts.were
made to pass a resolution that would have igone beyond Johnson's
pos1t10n “and - ‘tidentiPied the AFL-CIO. with- the Amerlcan Leglon in.
S '“ifor Iérger mllltary measures SR

) <At thelmoment -the "d1531dents," ‘as Wechsler calls them, doiﬁw

not préjéct-any sharp ‘striggle. They merely seek a free discussion .
and "an end to the silence that is broken only by periodic state--
ments of 1abor 'S fealty to the Pre81dent

'"In the smaf beglnnlng ofﬁ»nsurgence ‘now at hand " Wechsler
comments "there Hay be the glimpsedof:anioverdue debate. The sons ;..
of union men are perlshlng 1n Vlet Nam, along w1th other Amerlcans~1;;

Up to now, the development of the antiwar movement has fol-
lowed a rather olass1c pattern. The first voices of protest and
1nshrgence ‘came from the reVolutlonary—8001allst movement. Then it
was'the turn of intellectual$. The first mass protests appeared on
the campus in the form of teach-ins, rallies and picket lines. These .
broadened into marches involving tens of thousands of people. But
up to this point the working class, headed by an extremely conserva-
tive bureaucracy, has remained quiescent.

The significance of the moves reported by Wechsler is that
the workers are becoming disturbed over Johnson's war and are begin-
nlng to put pressure on the bureaucrats. The first to respond ate
minor off1c1a1s, and the response, as expected has been tlmld up
to now. e

However this may portend the gatherlng of m3881ve phalanxesfﬁ
If the Amerlcan working class begins participating in the antiwar
movement, as it will inevitably at one point or another if Johnson
contlnues his warmongering foreign policy, then‘the entire polltlcal
scene will be- shaken —= and rapldly : : R o5

ABEAM FISCHER GIVEN LIFE SENTENCE

South Afrlca S fasc1st government added one more brutal Crlme,
to 1ts long list when it sentenced the 59-year-old Abram Fischer to--
a life sentence Ilay 9 for alleged '"conspiracy to.commit sabotage"
and "furtherlng” the aims of the Communist party. One of South -
Africa's outstanding barrlsters, Fischer's real 'crime" was serv1ng
as attorney for the defense in the famous Rivonia trial in 1964 in
which Nelson lMandela and other freedom fighters were given life
sentences. When he was sentenced, Fischer turned to the packed pub-
lic gallery in the courtroom, smiled broadly and gave the salute
of the banned African National Congress -— a ralsed clenched fist
with thumb pointing upward.
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";DANGER OF A COUP;D'ETAT RISESjIN ARGENTINAﬁ;

[The folloW1ng artlcle ‘has been’ translated by World Outlg k
from the March 28 issue of the Buenos Aires La Verdad, the weekly

R . . . .
[OE -

~newspaper of the Partldo Revolu01onarlo de los Trabagadores (Workers

 Revqut1onary party) ]

e

In the past three wedks, items ini various journals: the .com-

. ments by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on "the sectors that are
fomenting subversion of" our institutions," the declarations of
_Balbin [Ricardo Balbin'of “the UCR -- Unid® Civica Radical' del Pueblo]

'”“*anng the same lines (although intended t& deny the possﬁbllaty of

‘;~;chaﬁ€e in the present admlnlstratlon.“

““trast to the

a coup d'état), and a whole series of incidents and gossip, -H&ave
given substance to the rumors about the perspectlve of an abrupt

We should llke %o go-beyond the rumors aﬁd determlne Just
what the“chances are for such a turn’ cRMG

In our opinion a coup d'état is now belng con51dered In con-
“$ituation two or three months -ago whed We Tast dis-

‘cussed the PbSSlblllty‘and came ‘to the ‘conclusion ‘that itVwas onot

) somewhat

posed in an 1mmed1ate<n§y today an ana1y81s of “fhe situation leads
us ‘to ‘admit that it i podsible, altHough ‘we do not believe it ‘is
the most probable variant. Let us see ifiwéicdan-clear tHings up

S erey er o
e B

*fomIt is not news - that the country is sufféring from ‘& .chroaic
“1nvolv1ng every sphére: from the economlc Tevfel to ;the ‘voliti-

“iioaliE Al 1é social and institutional. 'Thé gc¢onomic¢icrisis has

dragged on slnc ‘¥930. From that tifle up to néw Ho suceess has been
achieved’ 1n’br1ng1ng up the country's basi€ areaof production —-

~Hwﬁagrlculture The figures today stand below those of the years pre-
“ced}ng the - celebrated crisis that initiatéd the 'so-called "infamous

deuade." No-intrease in the number of dattle, 10 'increase rin~the

_‘ﬁ;ﬁprOQuctlon of 'wheat, corn or flax, no 1norease ‘in the sale:of wool,
. .8nd “the’ same’ goes. £or the other branchee ' SESRSEE I

 In the ‘political field, despite the relatlve stablllty of

;the past two years, we must rECognlze ‘that this relative equilib-

nchrium 'is extraordinarily delicaté. The” Very fact that we should have

““to éyaluate the p0581b111ty of}a“eoup a' etat ‘téstifies to this.

A
A

To get an idea of the depth of the social crisis it is only

' neAessary to skim a daily paper ahdinote the number of problems

irritating the country --'from- Tacumén where the newspapers report
soup kitchens to alleviate hunger among the people in San Antonio,
to conflicts initiated by the' transport workers and numerous strikes
involving various unlons, we have a gamut of facts 1nd1cat1ng the

grav1tv of the orlsls
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In the institutional . field the successive divisions within
the different polltical parties, the ‘threats of intervention in
different prov1nces, and the conflicts involving the authorities
that;have- occurred in Jujuy, Santa Cruz, Chubut and. Tucuman consti-
tute aaﬂltlonal 51gns of what we are talking about.

[ aEeY .,; N

Bl

All these phenomena form & background for the permanent : ‘
sibility of a coup in Argentina. But in the past two years the TFela-
tively high business level (due to the price of meat abroad and good
harvests), have attenuated the threat Whenever the economic situa-

of & coup d'atat~has been placed on the agenda in advance “of the g
deepenlngyof the\recess1on that has begun to: be - felt in the economlcf
fleld.ay;ir - . . L e e o o

Any conaunctural event w1thout 1nvolv1ng the structure, can gt
precipitate a coup. And at the present time there is a conjunctural
event --.the 1967%. electlons, which will bring the tensions and con-
tradictions among the various forces at work in the country to a
maximum pitch.

. On this foundatlon of bankruptcy, of permanent CrlSlS which
we have indicated, an 1ncldental occurrence, like the elections,
and ithe differences among the varlous forces or interests at work
in the country, can set off an exp1051on that will completely upset
the unstable ;:equilibrium. .

The various sectors which feel they are not represented by -
the present government, and which constitute a big maJorlty, are
piling up ammunition to. win the government or a greater voice in .
it..And if any.ef.them are issuing.warnings that the possibilities’
are narrowing.or . being blocked, they are or could be elements
inclined to - take a road that is not specifically electoral.

: The Azules [partisans of General Onganla] in their different
varlants the Integrationist sectors; the UCRists whom we noted
earlier; Aramburlsm itself which already sees a decline in the -
electoral following it needs to continue playing the role of arbiter
in national politics; the attitude of the military chiefs, who after
ten years-have again established contacts with Peronism through a
banquetistaged by the Light and Power union. for an army offlcer,

the declaration of the Conservatives accusing the government ol .
having violated the constitution; the attack launched by the 1ndus—tf
trial sector linked to automobile production, alleging that the '
government is constantly injuring its interests; the Colorado oppo-
sition:which also has its plans for a coup d'état; and the refusal
of therarmy and air forces to reestablish a dialogue with Peronism
-- all-constitute elements that have sharpened. current ten51ons and
1ncreased the p0551b111ty of a coup o '

We do not claim that a coup is inevitable. Still more —- weifé
believe that this possibility is not the most probable variant, but
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in'Tontrasts to the situation ofi two: or three months ago, we believe
that the'ten51ons have becom@‘so-great that- 1t &s now posed con~

';<;The dlfference then is that we now belleve _— in contrast tdl
a few months ago =~ that a coup 1svpos51ble} that‘ls, c1roumstances
existsthat. favor it; ;. although, we:repeat, thlsroumcome is not .the .
most probable among others that are also posed -- elections with =
"suarantees" against Peronism, or sectors of it, or a coalition
government that would ;nstltute a ch&nge in course;, economlcally in

a colﬁ.way, etc. > eto

i The statement»ls well known about the bosses 1n thelr opp031—
tion to the workers movement -always hav1ng the poss1blllty of. flndlng
a solution to a crlslsLAﬂoday the various boss .sectors are posing . |
their respective "solutions." Among these solutions, we hold that
two:br Jthree remain posed for an entire stage. In relation with this
we note>fin our anakysis several items involving the poss1blllty of .

a coup; the utilizetion of the elections by various .boss sectors
and - the path indicated at present by Perdn, and, as a corollary, _
what the working class should do in face of the various alternatlves
of a capltallst nature offered up to now. : ey B T e e

The banquet staged last Friday by the nght and Power unlon
for Colonel ILeal was one of the most notorious ;events in the current
scene. For the first time since the downfall of Perdn, the top lead-
ers -of the Vandorist sector and a prominent leader.of the Alonsist
sector, Pepe, sat down together with a deLegatlon of hlgh officials
headed by the general of Alejandro Lanusse!s lelslon ata not very .
proletarian table (from red- salmon and caviar up o~ ten :kinds of
cakes sprinkled with fine w1nes, champagre and whlskey)

The Monday edition oP La Razon trled to plcture thls meetlngw
as a big dinner reestablishing diplomatic. centacts and, nothlng more;
but the maga21ne Primera Plana cast doubt on thls S e

We have our own 1nterpretatlon. Slnce ‘Peronism turnedgovér '

a "new leaf" in the Chamber of Deputies, we have been warning of

the possibility..at the present stage of a reedition of the National
and.: Popular Front headed: by Solano Lima and Begnis. and have dndi-.
cated:the different: variants.that could occur, among others the one
of Onganla running as the maln eandldate for the electlons 1n 1967 '

ol The Frlday dlnner at whloh Vandor, Izzetta Cavalll, Donalres,
Rosendo:Garcia and Niembro were present besides the heads of the
Light andsPower-union,:was-to, us not a mere national get-together.
Independently of:the observations of La Razdn about the army offi-
cers-declaring:that "the-Armed Forces would view with great dis-
favor:the. union movement,,ccnsciously or unconsciously, permlttlng
anyone'to infiltrate it with speculative, ideological or political.
aims," this dinner had a much deeper-significance. It was, the public
launchlng of an ideological and.political front 1ntegrat1ng the . .
trade-unlon leadershlps and sectors of the army. :
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~ No one should be fooled. In politics naivité is usually.costs~
ly.‘To'be on ‘guard concerning the possibility of such a front:is« ..
insurance against being taken in. If Vandorism did not have concrete
plans with regard to the future, it would not adopt a public posi-
tion that is to its dlsadvantage in:the internal struggle for party
control. This dinner, in our opinion, was a giveaway..Vandorism is
"playlng" with the 1dea of a Front W1th the partlclpatlon of the ERE
army . A;;‘ ”-‘ : solo

: Who is g01ng to control thls Front° We are: unable to say, but
we do not doubt that this is what Frondizi and Frigerio are working
for. This does not mean that the Front has already been set up and
ﬁ"that it is dominated by Frigerism. The' Front can be wider than is
ROW env1s1oned and“include sectors without any perspective” 11ke the-

UCRI [Unlon ClVloa’Radlcal Intran81gente] and Udelpa. Foon

But - what must be noted is that Vandorlsm is. leav1ng out the
poss1b111ty of taking the class road in its factional struggle in
the ‘Peronist movement ‘and is deciding to continue the boss politics
followed by the united movement. A National Front with the army and
“the church is not'a road favoring the workers movement. It is a
repetition of attempts already made to remain within the structures
created by the bourgeoisie, by the bosses, in order to prevent the
workers movement from-taking an- sindependent road. The Vandorists
&1d not 51t down ﬁb dlnner Frlday evenlng solely to eat salmon.

We cannoﬁ be sure, we- repeat that such a Front w1ll actu-.”
allyAbe formed ‘Among “other things it can be proscribed, or blocked
by & coup“d*état, but we do not-doubt that the ‘army and the Vandor-
ist leadershlp of ‘Péronism are working toward.this perspective. :.
And just as -we-eritically favored the Vandorist positions. 1nvolv1ng
leadership of the Peronist movement, so today we do not hesitate in
the 'léast in denouﬁc1ng once again what we haveé' already denounced
before.-The policy of integrating the leadership of the Vandorist-
movement with the army i§ not the road réquired.by the workers
movement. This boss pOllthS must be repudlated by the whole work-
ers. movement : A g

A No one doubts that Peron de01ded to provoke the present :
d1v1510n in the Peronist movement. But why did:-he decide to précip-
1tate a rupture at the present moment? We havewalready explained. ..
why The bureaucratic’ trade-=tunion structure 'is now at its weakest;:
thanks to a policy of systematic capitulation. When he was in power
Perbén had his own- apparatus and big Sectors of the bourgeoisie that
served him as a counterweight to the influence’ of the workers move-
ment, which~ was brought into the state at the time through the CGT
LConfederac1on Géneral del Trabajol.: When a bureaucrat like Cipiano
Reyes tried to move ‘out and:follow a more or léss independent policy,
Perdén blocked him. In exile, Perdén today does not have this control
over the movement or' over its leaders and he has lost part of the
support which was formerly: given him by the well-to-do and pro-
industrialist bourgeoisie. As" a consequence, Perdén more than ever.
requires a monolithic movement that can be maneuvered. Vandorism,-
with its independent line, constituted an obstacle to this game.
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Consequently Perdén -utilized the most opportune moment -- the decline
“of“the workers movementj:as ev1denced7by its-bureaycratization -- to
provoke a fissure w1th1n the Peronlst movement and the workers move-
ment as a whole. - _— e
But the questlon that must be asked is whether or not the
split is progressive. Is 1t favorable to the workers movement and
the popular sectors7~ : Gt " o :
Our answer is. no Peron dld not break w1th Vandor 1n order to
give the Peronist and workers movement a further impulsion toward
the left, not to speak of a revolutlonary direction. The split
involves control of the party but in order to continue the politics
of integration with.the regime, of parliamentary opp051tlon and
nothing more -- not to resume the road initiated in 1955 when the
) "Liberation" placed the movement before the alternative of resisting
1o 2or disappearing, or'the decade before that in 1945 when.it faced the
- ?’ent;re ollgarchy bound: up w1th 1mper1allsm under the slogan of Braden
or eron. . _ e

We have said before, various tlmes, partlcularlynln refer-
ence to some sectors of the left who have:.recently. "disgovered"
" Peronism ‘that we seek toravoid drawing conclusions from<personal
impressivns or false sentimentalism; we are guided by the interests
of the workers movement. Those who think that these are identified
with Alonsism, do not see the contradictory character of the phenom-
‘eénon.  Peron dld«DDt split the Peronist movement in order to prevent
i% from ‘falling into popular frontism, since that policy Jbegan with
‘Codke’ and ‘with his complete agreement. And the position of Pexdn
himself favoring Frondizi is well known. -Consequently, pamg}fl as
it may be, it is necessary to call a spade -a spade. Peron's present
policies-similarly do not aid the workers movement. Peronfproposeu
to maintain the Peronist party without 'its being able to- arganize
and retdain for itself, or whomever it designates, the exclusive
privilege of: determlnlng ‘what policies it should follow. That is,
he wants to maintain the policy followed up to now. -- the. leader—
shlp de01des and the masses must obey ‘ : .

‘We are saylng thls not for the flrst tlme Slnce 1955 and
w1th-greater emphasis:'since 1958, when confidence began to be placed
in Frondizi, we have been saying: to measure up to the requirements
of the situation the Peronist movement must change its methods and
deepen 1ts program It ‘has not done this and it is not going to do
it. : . : . :

In our-opinion, there is only one road for the workers and
“that is the independent organization of the working class, a road
which at present necessitates reconquering the unity that has been
lost.

We are’aware of the:difficulties but clarity is required. The
working class must act dindepéndently on the union: front and in the
political field, applying a class program, so. that if today a.step
backward has been ‘taken, provoking a new division, the slogan of
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the workers movement cannot be anything except to regain unity. The
‘w1nn1ng of unity ‘is also the best Way of assuring 1ndependent pOll—:
tical action, whether through opposing the coup d'état, which .can -
be done by preparing a line of action aimed at defeatlng the present
government, or by defeating the varlatlon of a front that seeks to
tie the workers movement to -the army o - :

Let us guarantee the unity of the workers mOVement as’ the-'ﬁ
best way of assuring that the entire worklng olass expresses itself
in an 1ndependent way through 1ts own party ' i

SHIFD IN ATTITUDE OF TH'E&JA:ORP ?T_OWARD BOU»IEDIENNE:.;- P

A perceptlble shlft has reoently occurred in the attltuwe;of
the Algerlan underground opp081t10n movement, the Organisation de -la
Résistance Populaire [People's Resistance Organlzatlon] toward the
Boumedienne government. The Organisation de 1la Re51stance Populaire
was founded immediately after the coup d'état of June 19, 1965,
which overthrew Ben Bella. Its goal was to . organize an underground
struggle Boumedlenne, however;. succeeded in quickly decapitating
it by arresting its most well known leaders, Mohamed Harb1 and -
H001ne Zahouane R : L Sul : : :

mhe ORP_has now dlstrlbuted a declaratlon in Alglers that
1ndlcates ar change in perspeéective. If the . ORP negleoted the 1egal
struggle in the- beglnnlngr—e through the trade unions, the UGTA .
[Union Génér ~ale‘des ‘Travailleurs AlgerlenSJ, for-example «+ its -+
position ig" now quite different. It is beginning to go. overboard in
the opp051te ‘direction. In its communiqué, "How We.Can: Unify ther
Revolutlonary Forces," it approves certain positions:of Pre81dent
Boumedienne for' the firstitime. Far from speaking of fascism:{as: lt
did rather irresponsibly last July), it now says that  "In the: recent
period several declarations by Boumedienne have implicitly taken
account of the class struggle, for the first time, as the ev1tab1e
basis of social progress and the socialist revolution.'" But the
_oommunlque adds carefully, "These declarations deo not constitute
by any means the p051t10n of the entire Revolutlonary Counoll or:
'the government Ao . ; Lﬁ% o , . o

ob o The ORP - proposes therefore; to baSekits*oaloulationsfor:
future activity on the contradictions in the ruling group.

- A documént which ‘it distributed in January in Algiers favor-
ing a "peaceful solution" toi‘the  crisis that began June 19 seemed
to prepare the way for this turn:

Is the turn a result of the change in attitude of the Soviet
government”towards the Algerian regime? This hypothe31s merits con-
sideration since- the turn came after Boumedienne's trip to Moscow
and the 1mprovement of relations -- frankly bad in the beglnnlng~——
between the USSR and Algeria, between the Front National de Livéra-
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tion and the Communist-party’af the Soviet-Unien. On. the other hand,
the relative weight of members of the apparatus of the former Alger-
ian Communist party in the 'ORP-became ‘considerable following the
‘arrest of Harbi and Zahouane. Representatives of the government were
invited to Havana but not the ORP

IR The pretext for the ehange 1n attltude of the ORP Was declar—
ations. made by - Boumedienne - -during.- his trip: torthe "Constantine area -
at therbeginning of March. -Does-ik-involve -declarations, offering . |
something new?’ No,valtheugh ‘Boumedienne said he was for soc1allsm
(as he had said previously)-and-for  "harmony. -and ~coordination ;f‘f'ﬁ
between the government and the'rank and flle“ (never for a. govern-‘{
ment of the rank and’ flle' : G o - » o

i “Does this mean that in-ouyr . opinion there are.no.contradic-
tlons at the top, in the government-and the Revolpx;onary Cqunell?,&
The very. nature. of- stheir.policy 1mp11es .contradictions sinceg. it
attempts to maintain the status quo between: the Alger,_n masses, ... .
imperialist investors, and the different layers of Algerian Society.
Someincline’tovards-concessions-to the masses, others.reject.con-
cessions:iBut-is supporting.one:faction against. another and plaelngl
oneds - hopes in it the best way t0- ‘bring.these conuradlctions. £0:
head for bthe benefit of the masses? -

preylously commltted under Ben Beila by its- founders .
led %o self-criticism in: the- beginning —-.neglectlng wprkﬁ],
rankand- flle for work at the top :

. HARSH DISCIPLINARY MEASURES AT WASEDA

While demonstrations were still continuing at Japan's big
and prestigious Waseda University at the end of April, they were
definitely on the decline. The students leadlng the; actions appar-, .
ently .lacked a solid enough organization.to carry, through their
1ntranslgent 'stand to a full victory and. they refused to accept any.
cdmpromise! whatsoever. from the authorities of- the private school on
the questlon of hlgher tultlon feeswig e

Nlne of them were expelled Aprll 28 .and only 150 studente .
attended a campus rally - the following. -day to protest the expulsiois.
Some 300 turned out for a "Singing Festival" at the auditorium to -
qupport the boycott of classes ST

The unlver81ty authorltles were 1nvolved in further repres—
sive measures. On April 20 Takeshi Fukuda and,, 101ch1ro were indicted
by Tokyo district prosecutors on charges of organlzlng an ' 1llegal"
demonstration eleven days previously.to protest the. ‘term examination
for students of the school of polltlcal economic 861enoe )
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INDIAN GOVERNMENT RELEASES POLITICAL PRISONERS

By Kallas Chandra R

Bombay

During recent weeks the central government and the wvarious
state governments in- India have ordered the release of almost all the
leaders' of ‘the left’ (pro-Peking) Communist party of India, who were
detained without trial under the sé-called DIR [Defence of India .-
Rules}. Some had been held -since -the outbreak:6f the Sino-Indian’.
border conflict in October 1962 and others since the left CPI was-
formally inaugurated’ in September: 1963 following a break W1th the
official pro-Moscow Dangeite leadership of the CPI. :

At present only about 81xty leaders of the left CPI, mostly in
West Bengal -- among them are' leaders like Promode Dasgupta and’ et
Konar, whom' the: government descrlbes as dlehard Peklng supporters -—:fi
are stlll belng held in aall« ~ X

Among those released are’ B I Ranalee, top theoretlclan of
the left CPI, A.K. Gopalan, leader of the Communist group in L
Parliament, E M.S. Namboodiripad' 'and P Sundarayya, general secre--
tary of the party. T

Namboodlrlpad first arrested in- 1962, was released later and
then rearrested in November 1965, follow1ng demonstrations. over the . -
lack of food in Kerala. Sundarayya -was conditionally released on = .. .7
"parole" last year to facilitate a trip to Moscow for an abdominal - -
operation. Now his detention has been formally cancelled.

During his stay in Moscow, Sundarayya, according toc press
reports, held talks with leaders of the Communist party of the
Soviet Union concerning the prospects of "Communist unity" in India.
It was later aenled that such talks were held

The government has ‘also withdrawn warrants of arrest Issued
against some ‘of the left: CPI leaders who went "underground." The
concession is believed to be part of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's
strategy for the elections of February 1967. It is thought that she -
will “make ‘the gesture of "restoring" civil liberties on the eve of
the elections. But the central government has refused to withdraw
the state of emergency and annul the DIR under which it has unlimited
powers .to arrest and detain citizens without trial, since the
government s actlons are beyond the Jurlsdlctlon of law cou ts.

It would appear that the central government is under heavy T
pressure from the chief ministers of various states not to 1ift
the emergency 'and™ the | DJR in v1ew of the p0pular movements on
food and other questlons - ‘ U ol

Home Minister Nanda "assured" Parllament Aprll 27 that the
provisions of the DIR would be enforced only in the "border states
like Kashmir, Nagaland and Assam (Mizo district) whereas in the
rest of the country the government would utilize merely the ordinary
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law of the land. < i nios

"All sections of: the press in India and most:of the political
parties' (including a section of the ruling,Comgress party,) have.
critieized the’ government for:continuing,4he emergency and have
demanded scrapping of thec DIR. But thei€ongress. government ev1dently
feels unsafe without these wvicious measures: - -

The Kashmiri leaders Sheikh Abdullah, Mirza Afzal Beg and
Manlana Masoodi are still detained without trial under the DIR. So
are hundreds of leaders of the Naga and Mlzo trlbal people

‘ S ITS 0
With the release of most of thelr leaders, the ranks ‘are now
dlscu331ng the role of the party in the emerglng mass struggles in

dlfferent statesfw

The 1eft QP‘ ls‘far from belng hompgeneous in its oolltlcal_"
perspectives, ‘although in “itssplit: from the parent body, it todk,”
along the most active and militant cadres. In fact, it is known =
that three or four distinct tendencies exist ns1de the party. The
right-wing CPI 1s also d1v1dea 1nto two or three ccnf’lctlng
tendencres"’w 2 0 : ‘

Y

Among the main tendenclesvin31de the left CPI there is & ha g
core of uncritical supporters of Peklng S p031t10ns, 1nclud1ng th_gc

howevery 'séem prepared to makeoa-critical evaluatlon of . the\Chlnece
p051tlons as well as those of the. Sovaet ‘Union -- esPeClely‘ Tter.
the tragic developments in Indone81a S v S

Then there is an 1nfluent1a1 group of centrwsts llke Namboo—
diripad and Jyoti-:Basu (West Bengal), who:support.the Seviet
p081tlons in the:'international Slno—Sov1et dlspute but who go along
with the "left" leadershlp on domestlc 1ssues . o i

A fourth tendency con81sts of younger elements ln“the leader—,
ship who reject the concepts of a "four-class bloc" and a "people's
democratie revolution"i ih alliance with the-national: bourge0151e
and project the slogan ofra&i Ysoeialist revolutlon” in Tpdia. Some
of these elements, including:a few figures;in the jails: of some =
states like Gujarat andiMaharashtra whe have been. labelled”"Trot-
skyists, " have faced disciplinary action in recent- months, s ,

Magan Desai, a prominent leader of the left CPI in Baroia
(Gugarat), who' has' been released from jail, resigned from the
party, openly repudiating the Stalinist organlzaulonal practlces of
the left' CPI.” In his «fdfty-page: letter of resignation (which is
being publlshed by ‘the iGujarat unit of the Socialist Workers party),
Desal upholds the struggle put up by the Trotskylsts and the Fourth

Marx1sm—Len1nlsm oommltted by the Stallnlst CP's

The léaders of the left CPI appear to be aware of their pre-
dicamént ‘and their inability to meet the asplratlons of their
followers. For the present they are engaged in the task of setting
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their own house in order. ' o

- With® the' general elections approaching, a big section of. the
leadershlp appears ‘tobe more . concerned :with-seeking electoral:
~adjustments with other "democratic¢:sforces" to:defeat the Congress
"party at the polls than:with the nece331ty of a revolutionary:.-
socialist perspective in the emerging mass struggles in the
country.

RANADIVE'S VIEWS ON POLITICAL 'SITUATION'IN INDIA

LB I Ranadive, the main theoretlclan of the lef*—w1ng,
pro- -Peking Communist party of India, was recently released from
prison. In ‘Bombay, he was 1nterv1ewed by the Free Press Journal
(May 4 1ssue) The follow1ng is the text of the 1nterv1ew ] -

SET U Lt

Shrl B. T Ranadive, top theoretlclan of the Left Communlst ;-
gParty of Indla on Tuesday 1n Bomoay ruled out the p0851b111ty of

[N ARG

Shrl S A Bange

Dlscountlng newspaper reports about a llkely rapprochement o
between the two CPIs, Shri Ranadive, who was released from jail
last week-end after 5% years of detention under the DIR [Defence ..
of Indla Rules] sald 1n an exclu51ve 1nterv1ew

_ "There is: absolutely no chance of unlty between our party :
and the revisionists - because the :differerices between us are basic.”
"Differences," he elaborated, "relate to the very character of the
present Government, nece551ty of mass struggles, conceptlon of

unlted front and the role ofhthe worklng class."

‘

Shrl Ranad1Ve is leav1ng for Calcutta thls week-end to attend
a policy reviewing" meetlng of the Polit-Bureau, the highest - .
decision-making body of the.Left CPI. He gave an idea of how the
Left Communlsts viewed the contemporary political situation in the
country since their mass arrests in 1962-63. He was replying. to
questlons. N

. ) In a’ strongly worded condemnatlon of hls erstwhile colleagues
of" the’ CPI:Shri Ranadive said that "those who consider that the
fleadershlp of the bourgeoisie is also- necessary for the develop-

' ment' of’ the Indian revolution have nothing in common with us. Those

‘who hold such a view are not a party of the: worklng class but
another division of the capitalist class engaged in corruptlng the
Marxist-Leninist outlook of the working class. :

‘The Left Communists call for the creation of a "four-class
‘bloc" called the "Peoples Democratic Front" under the leadership.:
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of the working class whereas the Right Communists call for the.
creation of a "National Democratic Front" supposedly under the.
leadership of the "national bourgeoisie" in what: is con31dered in
communist jargon as a "democratic struggle agalnst 1mper1allsm,
feudalism and monopoly capltallsm "

Shri Ranadlve denied that there had been any talks between
Shri P. Sundarayya, General Secretary of the Left CPI (while he
was in Moscow recently for an abdominal. operation) with leaders. of
the Soviet Communist Party on the question of Communist unity in
India. Nor was he aware of any move by his comrades to seek L
“recognltlon of the CPSU" for the Left CPI. :

He, however, sald that desplte polltlcal dlfferences, h1s
party would like to keep unity in bodies like the AITUC [All- Indla
Trade Union Congress], the trade-union front of the communists,

unlmpalred on the ba81s of & common policy and a fighting llne

‘ Explalnlng the electlon strategy of his party he said: "It
will be our aim to organise as big and as wide a common.front as
p0831b1e of different:democratic forces to give an electoral defeat'
to the ‘Congress and weaken its monopoly of power. All those partles
which honestly consider the rule of the Congress a menace to.our
economic and political emancipation will have a place in this
front."

While he included the Right CPI, SSP [Samyukta Socialist party]
and other left parties.in the. proposed electoral front, he was not
prepared to consider the rightist parties like the Jan Sangh among
the "democratic forces." About the Muslim League in Kerala he said
the Left CPI sought electoral adjustments and not a "united front"
with it in the last mid-term elections while .at the same time.
fighting it in several constituencies. ‘He-could not say what exact
type of electoral: adjustments would: be sought by his party with the
Musllm League in Kerala in the comlng general elections. ;

Shrl Ranadlve termed the polltwcal 81tuatlon in the country
as "a dangerous one" as the economic policies of the Government
were leading to a VYgrowing penetration of foreign capital, especially
of American influence.'" He strongly criticised the fertiliser deal,
the Indo-American Foundation and” World Bank's "pressure on our
policies." He added: "I am afraid that any day an anti-national
deal ‘might take place.”

~ An eminent Marxist economist himself, Shri Ranadive said that
the "internal economic situation has brought the country to virtual
ruin‘which is expressing in mass movements of unprecedented
dimensions reminiscent of the last days of British rule." -

“About:India's foreign policy he said that "it is only in name
a pollcy of non-alignment, while in fact we are being drawn into
the ‘American'net of containment of communism in Asia." He said that
"unprecedented mass agitations" would have to be resorted to in the
coming period to solve the problems of food and livelihood as well
as "to guard the economic independence of the country."
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Shri Ranadive said that the India-China conflict was a "screen
in which the shift in our policy is taking place": and, therefore,
it was necessary to "make the people aware that peaceful settlement
of our border problems with China is- a ‘condition precedent to a: -
successful struggle against the growing danger of weconomic and
polltlcal Ireedom at the hands of Amerlcan 1mper1a11sts "

_ Among the issues of domestlc and forelgn pOllCleS that must
occupy the attention of the people, he said, "the total w1thdraWa1
of the emergency and of the DIR should occupy = prominent place. "r*
He added: "Fortunately almost all political parties in the: country
and the entire press have demanded the withdrawal of emergency and
criticised the Government's attempts to continue them under false
pretexts. - "If the pressure contlnues, the Government and the clique
of Chief- Mlnlsters w1ll not succeed in contlnulng the draconlan e
leglslatlon AR . ~

Shri Ranadlve decllned to dlscuss his attﬂtude to 1nternatlonal
problems like the Sino-Soviet ideological conflict and .developments
in the USSR since the ouster of Khrushchev on the plea that the
party 1eadersh1p was considering’ these . questlons He, however,
said on some basic issues like peaceful ‘co- ex1s+ence, etc., the
party as a whole was 1n agreement w1th the stand. taken by the
Chinese ‘CP. Foenon T

:";P‘AMlﬁE "7 DTOT‘? IF Y Oﬁ : m’ow-. YOUR SEMANTiés '

Durlng the sprlng, Prlme Mlnlster Indlra Gandhl expressed dls—
pleasure on ‘several occasions over the reports in -the ‘press of other
countries about 1mpend1ng famine in India. The reports were greatly
exaggerated, she said. In any case, the word "famine" was: 51ngular1y
inappropriate since all that is’ ever:involved nowadays.in India'in”
the event of food shortages 1s a plnched dlet but most certalnly
not famlne‘ f, ~ , :

e Last March 13,. for 1nstance, an As3001ated Press dlSpatch
quoted: her as saying: "There' was a time when famine meant people
falllng down "and dying like flies. If this is the meaning, then we-
don't have famine. If it means that there will be a period of con-
siderable hardship, there is one now, and it is 1likely to worsen. ..
1n a couple of months

As & further contrlbutlon to thls 1nterest1ng dlspute over the
meaning of words we call attentlon to the follow1ng May 6 Reuters
dispatch froim New Delhi: - ; Do

"Some ‘members of the opp081t10n stated Thursday in the Indian
Parllament that -in the regions affected by famine, the inhabitants
were eating the bark of trees, leaves and the waste products . fovnd
1n oow dung ‘ . . _—
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"These declarations were made after Mr. Subramaniam, the min--
ister of food and agriculture made public a telegram from the Orissa
government denying an-allegation of the opp031t10n that nineteen
persons had reportedly dled from hunger in that state in the east
of India. o

"A deputy of the opposition then brandished an album of photo-
graphs which he had taken in the state, show1ng hunger-strlcken SRR
people selllng thelr children.

"Another deputy declared that in the state of Uttar Pradesh he
had seen people gathering the kernels to be found in cow dung and -
human excrement. He ‘likewise stated that mothers were in prison for
having killed their hunger-stricken children. He. said -that he knew
of a case where a father had poisoned his wife and three children
1n order not. to see them dle of hunger." -

* k%

Prime Mlnlster Indlra Gandhi's concern about not using a dirty -
word like "famine" to label what is merely a "considerable hardshlp"
stems largely from the unfavorable comparison with China that is ‘
conjured up. Since China joined the noncapitalist world, famine has
become a thing of the past. Although the country does not have
abundance, the worst inequities of the capitalist past have been
ended and the people,are now assured of at least food and clothing.

The answer of India's ruling class to the challenge of revolu-
tionary China is truly ingenious. If the specter of famine cannot
be exorcised, the word can at least be banished from the country's
845 dlfferent languages and dialects. And if there's no such word
as "famine" in all of India, then that blocks the development of a -
revolutlonary movement to put an end to it! : ,

However, these experts in semantics might begln ponderlng the

following question: Haven't '"considerable hardships" been known to
touch off a revolution? : o

WHERE IS THE "TASHKENT SPIRIT"? °

[The following article has been taken from the May issue of
Marxist Outlook, the monthly magazine of the Socialist Workers party
of India. A one-year subscription to Marxist Outlook can be obtained
by sending $4.50 to the business ‘manager at 414 Cleveland Road,
Worli, Bombay 18, India.] .

*x Xk %

All talk of a "Tashkent Splrlt" between India and Pakistan
appears to have suddenly ended and a "new" atmosphere in favour of
military confrontatlon between the two countries is sought to be
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created in the entire subcontinent. No longer do the statesmen in
New Delhi and Rawalpindi refer to ‘the provision about renunciation
of the use of force:and settlement of mutual disputes through nego-

tiations. The bourgeois press both in India and Pakistan is full of ,{3}

reports about border violations, etc., by either side.

What has happened during the last few months to bring about .~

such strained’ relations between the two countries? Perhaps the state .

visit of the Chinese President Liu Shao-chi to Pakistan has.caused "
some alarm to the Indian ruling class about a possible Peking-Pindi
détente agairist New Delhi. The Chinese bureaucracy is playing an.
opportunist géme of wooing the Pakistani bourgeoisie against. the -
Indlan'bourge0131e without the least consideration of the repercus—
sions of 1ts move on the 1nternatlonal worklng—class movement :

Pbrhaps the Sov1et bureaucracy is. trylng unsuccessfully to WOO
the Indian and Pakistani rulers simultaneously.

But a possible Sino-Pak détente is not the only cause for the
present belllgerent~utterances from New Delhi. For it is more than
obvious' that President Ayub Khan is utilising his ”frlendshlp with
Peking to bargaln for more ‘@id from U.S. -~ imperialists. The Indian
bourgeoisie, ‘as much 'as the ruling class  in Pakistan, would like to.
keep the relations between the two counitries strained as far as

possible as a safety valve to channel out internal discontent into e

a Jjingoistic war’of ‘dttrition between the two countries in an emer-
gency. If there are growing mass movements against the Congress
government in Indidy President Ayub Khan 1s not hav1ng a cosy tlme
with his people at the present moment s e o

Kashmlr is 1ndeed “the real source of trouble between Indla and
Pakistan but the capitalist governments of both the countries do not
want to find a rational political ‘solution of the problem, a problem
of their own creation and which has been 1nher1ted from the communal
partltlon of the subcontlnent ’ Panol -

Both governments are playlng an ostrlch llke game of not fac1ng
realities. New Delhi has, for example, refused to release the Kash-
miri leaders like Sheikh Abdullah, Mirza Afzal Beg and Maulana
Masoodi. We endorse the demand made by the Sarvodya leader, Jaya
Prakash Naragaan (while we reject his supraclass humanism in favour
of internationalist humanism of the proletariat) for the release of
Sheikh Abdullah and hlS colleagues

© We aISO*belleve “that-India should take the 1n1t1at1ve to find . .
a mutually ‘acceptable: solution ‘0f ‘the disputes: between the two coun—
tries; but the bourge01s rulers of either country cannot be relied :
upon to preserve peace in the subcontinent. The people of the two
countries, therefore, must be vigilant to ensure that the tragic
events of September 1965 are not repeated once again.

Further,fan‘effectivé Solution of the Kashmir problem and the
Indo-Pak disputes cannot be found unless the Indian government also
takes the initiative to bring-about a settlement of its border dis=
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pute with China. Here again the Congress government cannot be :
"cajoled" into talking peace with China; it has to be compelled to
do so by a powerful and ‘vigilant mass movement in the country.

A LETTER FROM ISAAC CAMACHO

-+ . [The following letter from a prominent Bolivian Trotskyist and
-'mine workers leader, has been translated by World Outlock from the
-iApril- issue of Masas, the La Paz newspaper of the Partido Obrero -
Revoluéionario Unificado (United Revolutionary Workers party).] -

* kX
e To'the eompaﬁeros “miners and students of Potos1

My wife, who is stoically bearing the consequences of my poll—
tical and trade-union activities, has written me that the companeros
of Siglo XX have turned over some money to her by way of material
help and that it came from voluntary contributions from the workers.
Included in it was a part -- certainly small -- of the contribution
~sent by the Student Federation of Potosi to the Miners Union for the
"beneflt of the v1ct1ms of the latest massacres [May and September

;1965]

I mlsh to publicly express my appre01at10n for such an action
‘and consider it my duty to call attention to the fine spirit of
~c¢lass solldarlty which you have demonstrated. It is my duty as a
_member of the POR [Partido Obrero’ Revolucionario --' Revolutionary.
"Workers party] to fight: dlSlnterestedly, shoulder to shoulder with
“the workers, without any hope of reward, without' stopping to con-
sider my personal welfare. Therefore, I felt touched by the fact
that my co-workers considered it necessary to dlSplay solldarlty
w1th a person who is, for the moment 1mprlsoned

. I take the opportunity to - recommend‘malntalnlng your class :
’unlty and putting all your enthusiasm' into making the union a: .~
genuine instrument for the defense and advancement of the struggle
of the exp101ted The rank and file must remain vigilant in every-
thing concerning the leading cadres to keep them from prostituting
themselves or selllng themselves to the government as has. happened

so many times. United and fraternal struggle will enable you to

repel all the excesses of the generals, all of the antilabor mea-

sures 1?sp1red by the hlgher—ups of Comlbol [Corpor301on Mlnera de
Bollv1a

We miners have been put in a difficult 51tuat10n by the native
reaction and American imperialism. Not only have the unions been-
destroyed by armed force, not only have we been crushed by the
military boot, not only have we been forced underground but the
evil- government is trying to denationalize the mines and hand them
over to the big trusts and strangle the revolutionary process once
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and for all. The peasants are being driven from the plots they make
fertile by their labor and the Corporacidén .Boliviana de Fomento -
[Bolivian Development Corporation] has proceeded to- hand over the
enterprises under its direction to private owners. It is against this
tremendous danger that we must fight.

In the mines, fascism has reduced the wages and the number of
workers. A father has no recourse but to wear himself out working
to even get half rations for his desperate family. The well-paid
mllltary call this monstrous state of affairs rehabilitation of the
mining industry.  Our slogan continues to be to fight for the restor-
ation of salary cuts, social benefits, bonuses and working conditions
that were in force up. to:lMay 1965. Yet this conquest will only be -
the first step toward gaining a general wage increase.

Companiero workers and students, I send revolutionary and fra-

ternal greetings. Do not forget that tomorrow will be the day of
our victory over the fascist murderers.

CO—EDS"ON THE INCREASE IN "JAPAN .

: There has been a steady increase in recent years in the - number
of young women in Japan determined to get a college education: As
was to be expected, some of the more backward members of the opposite
seX take a ‘dim v1ew of this. : : _

- For 1nstance, Takeshl Yanaglmoto, pres1dent of Kumamoto Unlver—
sity, told a press conference that he thinks something ought to be
done about it Just what, he is not certain. But he revealed that a
new "enrollment plan'" is to be dlscussed at .an entrance examlnatlon
commlttee meetlng thls ‘fall. :

Out of a total enrollment of l 286 students at Kumamoto, h«:,
reported, %30 or almost 26 percent are co-eds. They account for 74
and 51 percent, respectively, of the registration in the schools of
pnarmacy and education, and more than 20 percent in the colleges of
llberal arts and medlclne _ - : V

The worrled professor was quoted by the May 2 Japan Tlmes as:
admlttlng that "There is nothing wrong with the increase of co- -eds.
In fact it should be "a matter of congratulation from the viewpoint
of the pr1nc1ple of equal- educatlonal opportunltles to all "

But he argued rather lamely, very few co- eds contlnue to the
postgraduate school and then on to faculty staffs. Thus there mlght
»finally be "a drain on our faculty staff." The "dire shortage" of
scholars would in turn serlously affect research programs. .

The unlver61ty pre81dent didn't say whether lack of equal )
opportunity in the postgraduate field and faculty openlngs mlght .
be at the bottom of the possible. "drain." - -
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__BLAS ROCA'S DEFENSE OF THE SLANDERS AGAINST- TROTSKYISM '

[In successive issues, World -Outlook has*Soughtwto-prOVideﬁﬁ' iy
as complete a documentation as possible on the dispute touched off ol
by Fidel Castro in his January 15 speech clos1ng the Tricontin-

ental Conference in which he attacked "Trotskyism" in terms reminis-
cent ~of the frame-up charges in the infamous Moscow trials ‘of- the :
thirties. We published the full text of Castro's speech itself,

plus varlous replies,; including one made by ‘the United Secretarlat ST
of the Fourth Internatlonal ‘and an edltorlal by the Mbnthlv Rev1ew.1i

[(We also published' the only attempted rebuttal we were ‘aware:
of up to the end of April -- one by Gus Hall, the main spokesman
of the American Communist party. This, together w1th a reply by
Joseph Hansen, appeared in our issue of May 6.

[Below we have publlshed another attempted defense of Fldel e
Castro's revival of the old Stalinist slanders. The author of this .o
attempt is .an old hand at ‘this game. He is Blas Roca, ‘the: secre-g¢;>
tary general of the Cuban Communist party in the thirties ‘in ‘the - ‘
heyday of Stalinism and the secretary general of its contlnuatlon SR
in the form of the Partido Socialista Popular. Today Blas Roca i 7 b
a member of the Secretariat of the newly organized Communist party ]
of Cuba. .The title of his article is "The Trotskyist Slanders - :c
Cannot Tarnish the Cuban Revolution" ("Las’ Calumnlas Trotsklstas e
No Pueden Manchar a la Revolucién Cubana'). e

[We do not know, as yet, whether Blas Roca's article was
published in Cuba, although we assume that it was. Sinceé ‘we do not
have at Hand an off1c1a1 Engllsh ver81on, we have prov1ded a
translation from the text published in the May 1 issue of the
Mexico Clty semlmonthly magaz1ne Politica.

[In our. next 1ssue we will publish a reply by Joseph’ Hansen,
the edltor of The Militant and former secretary to Leon Trotsky

* k%

The vigorous and illuminating denunciation of -the anti;Cuban
propaganda of the Trotskyists which Compafero Fidel Castro made in
his speech closing the Trlcontlnental Conference, was 1nd1spensab1e

Not of course because of - any s1gn1f1cance ascrlbable to the o
Trotskylsts in themselves, but because of the relation their
propagandistic campaign has to the action Yankee imperialism is
developing against the Cuban Revolution and because of the damage .:
which, under the circumstances created by the differences 1nvolv1ng
various socialist states in the international Communist movement
their confusionist campaign could cause in some incipient sector
of the- rlSlng revolutlonary movement 1n Latln Amerlca

Trotskylsm is, in itself, in its polltlcs and 1ts theory,
corpse. Extended internationally in opposition’to Leninism and: the



~-28-

Leninist thesis of the possibility of the;triumph of socialism in
one country, historic experieénce defeated all its major theses and
reduced it to small groups isolated from the masses, whose principal
function remained llmlted to combatlng the Soviet Union and the
fgCommunlst partles c

i ThelYankee 1mper1allsts ‘have found in the Trotskylste very
mactlve Buxiliary forces in their efforts to destroy in the eyes of
the Latin-American peoples the prestige of the Cuban Revoluthn by
Sutilizing slkanders and confu51onlst propaganda. These efforts are
part of the. 1mper1a11st campaign against Cuba: they complement the
Tattacks by mllltary means, the actions of infiltrated agents --
sabotage, crime, espionage ~- -the economic. blockade, .the breaking
of: dlplomatlc relatlons by the Latln—Amerlcan countrles etc.

On the one hand dlrectly and in the name of 1ts w1de1y
known agencies, the Yankee imperialists carry out an intense
campaign in Latln America to convince the bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois sectors that, Cuba, and not the United States, constitutes
a danger to the 1ndependence of their countries; that Cuba and not
the United States, is -the interventionist power in the continent;
that Cuba and not the conditions of national humiliation, under-
development, backwardness, unhealthy conditions, lack of culture,
reactionary coups d'état, repression and persecution, conditions
created, reinforced or malntalned through the intervention and
domlnatlon of North American neocolonlallsm, is ‘the cause of the
uprisings, guerrillas, protests and struggles of the Latln—
American peoples.

.. ! On the other hand, through channels that are not easily
identifiable as imperialist and groups that employ a superrevolu-
tionary language, they carry out a campaign to confuse the intellec-
tual, . student, worker and peasant sectors, spreading among them
slanders such as that the Cuban Revolution is a failure, that it
is not socialist, that it is not granting the aid or solidarity due
the Latin-American peoples, that its leaders have been '"purged'" by
tortuous means, that it is being consumed in internal quarrels
between men and factions fighting for power, that Cuba has been
converted into a satellite of the Soviet Union, that Cuba's actions
are determined by Soviet pressure, etc.

Whlle the direct North American. propaganda "austlfles its
intervention in Santo Domlngo with the pretended danger of a coup
by "Communists trained in Cuba,! the indirect propaganda by way of
the Trotskyists accuses Cuba of not having given active solidarity
to the Dominican revolution. While the OAS condemns Cuba "for
sending arms to the Venezuelan guerrillas," supposedly revolutionary
.. propaganda is circulated throughout the continent accusing Cuba of

"turning its back to the Latin-American revolution." :

This is the dual aspect of the propaganda war which the Yankee
imperialists are developing against Cuba. In this war, Johnson, Rusk,
McNamaray; the CIA, the counterrevolutionary groups and grouplets
are given the task, with the help of the AP and the UPI, of
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presenting Cuba as a revolutionary danger to the continent which
must be smashed; while the Trotskyists and other pseudorevolutionary
elements undertake the dirty task of promulgating that the revolu-
tionary power in Cuba is not revolutionary nor undertaking its
duties of solidarity with the peoples, etc.; that is, the task of
promulgating those things that help the imperialists in their effort
to destroy the prestige and authority of the Cuban Revolution.

The firm and unconditional defense of the anti-imperialist and
socialist revolution, triumphant in Cuba, is a duty for every honest
revolutionary, whatever his party affiliation.

This defense must be mounted whether it involves a military
attack, an economic attack or an ideological and political attack
of the enemies of the Revolution. This defense is not only a duty
of solidarity, but in the direct interest of the movement for the
revolution, for the sovereignty and independence of every country,
for progress and socialism.

When Yankee imperialism seeks to destroy the prestige and
authority of the Cuban Revolution in the eyes of the Latin-American
peoples, it does not do so with the sole aim of weakening and
isolating Cuba in preparation for a military attack. It does it also
to weaken the resistance of any Latin-American country to its
claims to domination and imposition of its will in order to weaken
the revolutionary movement for national and social liberation in
all the Latin-American countries, to weaken the faith of their
peoples in revolution, in the final outcome of their combats and
sacrifices.

The Trotskyists and other elements of like stripe, while they
speak an ultrarevolutionary language, instead of conducting a
struggle in honest defense of the revolution, collaborate with
imperialism in the campaign to undermine its prestige and authority
in the eyes of the masses.

All this is one more proof that, as Companero Fidel said,
Trotskyism became a vulgar instrument of imperialism and reaction.
With citations from declarations and writings of Trotskyist indi=-
viduals and publications he showed convincingly that the campaign
they are conducting is that of agents of imperialism.

Well, are the individuals and publications Trotskyist as was
said in the speech of the first secretary of our party before the
delegates of the First Conference of Solidarity of the Peoples
of Asia, Africa and Latin America?

Strange as it may seem, it is necessary to answer this question,
since Trotskyism is a medley of such confusion, of groups and sub-
groups, that some Trotskyists deny that other Trotskyists are
Trotskyists. This, for example, is what The Militant, the newspaper
of the North American Trotskyists does, when it tries to puncture
the denunciation of Trotskyism made by Companero Fidel Castro
through the very simple device of claiming that the Trotskyists
cited by him are not Trotskyists.
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According to this newspaper, neither the review Marcha of
Montevideo, nor 11 Nuovo Mondo of Rome, nor the Monthly Review of
New York are Trotskyist; so that it considers that "the proofs
cited by Castro-to- prove ‘his assertlons (agalnst the Trotskylsts)
are fllmsy " A

The Newsletter, on: the other hand, says that the review Marcha\;:
is an organ of the Posadas group, although 1t con81ders the latter
not -to ‘be:rgenuinely Trotskylst. - : :

Independently of what The Newsletter, organ of the Engllsh '
Trotskylsts, says, ‘the allegation of The Militant is pure sophistry,
81nce, in the flrst place, Companero Fidel did not say that the .
reviews mentioned were Trotskyist, but that. they had published
articles and reports-of known Trotskylsts and, in-the second place, ,
it is more than evident that the .said publlcatlons systematlcally .
diffuse Trotskyist propaganda. v , R

The ‘English Trotskylsts as well as-the North Americans deny
that Felipe Albaguante is Trotskyist. On Ji Posadas, who is the head .
of the Latin-American Bureau of ' the Fourth Internatlonal (Trotskylst),
The - Newsletter says the follow1ng Lol moln, SIS r

"The Posadas group, in partlcular, is 'Trotskylst' only in
name. In Great Britain, its most:prominent leader: when the group e
was founded has openly supported the right-wing witch-hunt against -
Young Socialists and councillors, while calling for: world revolution!
(Such political chameleons, it seems, can only be found in Posadas' _’
menagerie. )" And The Militant itself, although it accuses Posadas
and his groups of holding to stupidities like nuclear war being-
inevitable and that the: atomic. bombing of Moscow will signify the
rebirth of the world proletariat, asserts that to say that they
constitute a vulgar 1nstrument of imperialism and reaction is,
however, a slander. : :

What -the Trotskyist groups -- including those of The Ifilitant
and The Newsletter -- are spreading with respect to the Cuban :
Revolution are - slanders, and very obvious ones. And that these
slanders Serve only the Yankee imperialists in their propaganda war -
against Cuba there is not the slightest doubt. And this labor did -
not begin now, but from the time they became convinced that they
could not 1nf11trate into the Cuban Revolution, as they tried, in
order to carry out ‘from within their work of provocation, confusionism
and conspiracy in favor of the: aggress1ve plans of North Amerlcan
imperialism. : :

-+ In the ‘mimeographed newspaper which was printed in Cuba by an
organized Trotskyist group after the triumph of the Revolution with
the assistance of Posadas and Adolfo Gilly -- the latter was in
Cuba in 1963 adv151ng this Trotskyist group -- the direct and open
attacks on the Cuban Revolution and its leadership became general
beginning in 1963. For example, in number 24 of the said newspaper,
corresponding to the first part of September 1963, in an edltorlal
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entltled ‘Cuba must support the' Chlnese line ‘of world revolution,

it is brazenly asserted: "There is an enormous-‘contradiction between
the critical and alert revolutlonary consciousness of ‘the mésses i
and the ‘'sea wave' which the leadership of the Revolutlonary s
Government has been’ followwng between these pressures, from the i
international to the economic¢ line.

. And in number 43, corresponding to the first part of February
1964, they likewise posed editorially things like this: "In splte
of the conc111atory and counterrevolutionary line of peaceful " i
coexistence with imperialism whlch the Fidel Castro leadership: has
posed, the masses contlnue pressxng agalnst this llne and go much ¥
beyond it " ‘ B

In other words, as befOre, at the same time as the Unlted
Statés was giving a new 1mpu181on to its aggressive policy against:
Cuba, with the piratical action of seizing the four Cuban fishing -
boats -and- detalnlng their crews, the Trotskyists carried out .their
cOunterrevolutlonary mission of trylng, with their slanders,: to~*f
undermlne the prestlge and authorlty of the Cuban Revolutlon

In the’ newspaper Frente Obrero,; organ of the Partldo Obrero.w
Revolucionario” (Trotskista) of" Uruguay, corresponding ‘to September:
11, 1963, in a long, extremely confused and at: times incompréehensible
artlcle or report by J. Posadas entitled The discussions on archi-
tecture in Cuba, based on the development of the present social
struggles and preparation of the atomic war which 1mper1al1sm is
preparlng, systematlc defamatlon of the Cuban Revolutlon is carrled
on.

The artlcle or report refers ‘to” the p081t10n Wthh the Trot-»
skylsts had to take at the Seventh International Congress of '
Architects held in Cuba from September 29 to October 3 in that year
The fundamental point in this position seems to be to object to
constructing homes or to subordinate constructing homes due to the
fact that "when war comes it will destroy them"-as can be seen in-
this confused paragraph Wthh we have transcrlbed as follows

"No congress of archltecture can be posed w1thout posing the
war It is insanity. It is an effort that is going to ask the
Cuban population and the rest of Latin America and the world to-
do something that is going to be knocked down a few years later. -
The position, however, is the least of it. What is important is.
that throughout the whole article or report, slanders are 1nserted
as baseless as this one ‘which, by way of example, we - have trans-w
cribed as follows: ‘ o Coa

"The congresses which they (the Cubans) hold are genulnely
_shameful. For example, many youth are attracted to them with-
promen and dances. It was this way in '60. The meetings are’ 81mply
f;an excuse. They will do the same with the archltects and teachers.
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And as always, these attacks of Trotskyist propaganda coingide
vaw1th the intensification of the attacks of the imperialists, who .
in the month of September 1963 had, with their pirate planes,
dropped bombs on the Brasil sugar m111 and near the city of Santa
Clara, and the month. before, in August, with their pirate 1aunches,
had machine-gunned Puerto de Casilda and the sulfametal plant in .
Santa Lu01a

We could multlply the quotatlons and show, with them how on
the ba51s of slanders and sophistry, the Trotskyists have. oriented
their; propaganda,-from the beginning, to pit. the masses against,
the leadership of our socialist state, to pit Che against Fidel,
to sow division and disunity among the revolutionary forces unlted
firmly in our country under the guidance of Companero Fidel Castro.
This is-the campaign which they are continuing today, to the profit
of ‘imperialism, as vulgar instruments of. 1mper1allsm and reactlon,
since more than ever this expression arouses the .ire of the
Trotskyists of The Militant and The Newsletter. .The Newsletter, .
the organ of the English Trotskyists, which denies that Posadas or
Albaguante are Trotskyists, hurls epithets and slanders against the
Cuban Revolution not less venomous and false than theirs. They go
to the: extreme of brazenly calling for the overthrow of the
revolutionary power -in Cuba. With: the, typlcal phraseology of
. Trotskyism, they. call Companero Fidel Castro '"head of a capltallst
state: machlne” and prlme mlnlster of a- Bonapartlst government "

i "Sa long as the Cuban state," they wrlte, rests on ca; 1tallst
foundations;,our opposition to Castro will: rémain fundamenta -and
implacable. We shall support every attempt, successful or abortive,
to replace the Bonapartist dictatorship of Castro with the power
of the working:class, with democratically elected Soviets 1ed by a
revolutlonary Trotskylst Party " e

ThlS 13 clear The slander of the Revolutlon, the denlal of
the socialist character of the Cuban state, is followed by the
proclamation that they will support every attempt to overturn the
revolutionary government. The bit about ‘replacing it with Soviets
led by a Trotskyist party is a laughable excuse. The whole world
knows.  that-the -only attempts -- frustrated by the heroism and the
will of the Cuban ‘people closely united around their revolutionary
governmeént -- to replace the socialist- -power in. Cubg are those of
the Yankee imperialists. "This does not,!" they add, in any way,
cut across the principled defense .of Cuba from 1mper1allst attack.
On the contrary, the best defence we can provide .to Cuba is to
assist the Cuban workers to defend themselves mllltarlly and |
politically from the attacks of their own ruling class.”

- This is even clearer...and more repugnant. The ‘principled
"defense" of Cuba against the imperialist, attacks consists in
organizing political and military attacks against the revolutionary
power. This explains the coincidence between the most brazen attacks

of Trotskyist propaganda with the piratical aggressions of the Yankee
imperialists against Cuba. That is, the propaganda attacks against
Cuba is the "defense" of Cuba carried out by the Trotskyists. The
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Yankee 1mper1allsts and thelr mercenaries likewise say that theiri« -
crimes against the people of Cuba have the objective of "freeing:
then" from the Communist tyranny. In- cynlclsm, the Trotskylsts do
not concede an 1nch to the 1mper1a11sts ' o

The Newsletter and The Militant defend Adolfo- Malvagnl Gllly
and are enraged, like him, over what Compafiero Fidel Castro said ...
ooncernlng Yon Sosa and the -lgbor of the Trotskyists in Guatemala;
It seems strange that they 'should defend Gilly, a coreligionist -
and subordlnate of dJ. Posadas,:whlle they denigrate him and his .
group,-considered by The Newsletter to be a "menagerle" and by The:
Militant as upholding "stupidities." But this is in perfect harmony
with the fundamentally confusionist and provocative role of Trotskyism.

Nevertheless ‘The Militant is compelled to confess that: "A
oompllcatlng factor in ‘the Guatemalan situation is the role of :
representatives o6f the Posadas group. This is 'z split-off from:the .
Fourth~ Internatlonal ‘the world party of socialistcrevolution
founded by Leon Trotsky ‘The Posadas group calls itself 'Trotskylst'
and ‘even makes out -that it constitutes ‘the 'Fourth International'.
Posadas ‘Happens to-have a few followers in both Cuba and Guatemala
whose ‘ultraleft: stupldltles ‘do isolate -them from the masses."  -. -
Precisely this is the crime of the Trotskylsts who 1nf11trated the
guerrllla front of Yon Sosa-in’ Guatemala. : o

Wlth ultraleft slogans and calls for the immediate realization
of the socialist revolution, they isolate this movement from the - - .
masses, they cut their road of development With no little frequency
they point to socialist Cubaj; but in 1958 the Rebel Army did not.
proclaim the socialist revolutlon but united the people in the
préotlcal ‘struggle -to overthrow Batlsta s tyranny and-.to destroy -
his merceiiary army which served to support him and which was the
instrument of neocolonialism and-all the reactionary social forces.

The Trotskyists like to say that the measures of socialist
transformation were taken in Cuba under the pressure of the ‘masses;
what they are not even capable of understanding is that the
revolutlonary leadership under the guidance of Companero Fidel.
Castro- prepared each step ‘and" took it in consonance with the- same
state of consciousnéss which:they had created in the masses. In.
1959 the proclamation' of:socialism would have divided the country;
in April ‘1961 the masses tunanimously supported the declaration of -
Compafiero Fidel Castro ‘on the socialist character of our revolu-
tion and carried it to v1ctory, ‘with thelr blood, on the beaches
of Playa Girbdn. : \ .

In Guatemala, on infiltrating 1nto Yon Sosa S movement the
Trotskyist elements, if with regard to program they do somethlng
like put the cart before the horse, politically they promote dis-
unity and antagonlsms among the revolutionary forces and isolate the
guerrilla fighters, imposing the program of the Fourth Internatlonal
on them. : :

-"What the Fourth International thus oommitted,” said Compeﬁero
Fidel, "was a true crime against the revolutionary movement, to
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isolate it from the masses, by corrupting it with stupldltles, the.
discredit and the repugnant and nauseating thing that is Trotskylsm
today within-the field of politics." In the replies attempted by .

the Trotskyists to the denunciation by Companero Fidel of their ;
venomous activity, they once more repeat the slanderous speculatlons
on the absence from Cuba of Companero Ernesto Che Guevara. This is
loglcal if one keeps in mind the interest of the Yankee imperial- .
ists in the questioni. The Yankee imperialists were, naturally, the
first to speculate over the absence of Compafiero Guevara from Cuba.
They, above:all, wanted to know where he was to be found. No sooner
did they kill hlm in Santo Domingo, than they had him traveling Q_
through. Central America, gravely ill in a hospltal bed or they put
~him in the heart of the Peruvian jungles.

At the same time, as was already their custom, they made up and
spread all kinds of macabre stories of their own pure invention: . .
Castro had killed Guevara; Che was a prisoner or proscribed; there
was a division among the Cuban leaders around the Chinese- Sov1et -
differences; the Soviet Union had demanded Guevara's retirement, .
etc., etec. The letter from Companero. Ernesto Che Guevara to Fldel_.,
writtén at the time of his leaving Cuba and read by the latter on -
presenting to the people: the recently constituted Central Committee.
of the Communist party, the first of October last year, was a: crush-,
ing blow to all the tales woven by imperialism. : .

For the genulne revolutionaries, the words that Fidel said on
the subject on that occasion, .and the moving and- profoundly revolu-
tionary letter from Che, were definitive: they explained the absence
of the stout and beloved comandante of our revolutlonary war until
it became necessary and possible - to: explaln it. For the Yankee >
1mper1allsts and for the Trotskyists no. They needed to-continue the
tales about "the mysterious disappearance," in order to contlnue the
campaign to discredit the Cuban Revolution.

It is by no means accidental that the declarations of the
Trotskyist elements and newspapers which Fidel mentioned in his.
speech, were made after the first of October; that is, when the
letter from Che-was fully known throughout the world. The Militant,
in replying now, dwells on the theme and holds that what Castro
ought: to have donevln face of the Trotskyist slanders is send a
message to Che so that he,; in.a letter, might quash the rumor of -
his ‘death. But in view of the facts, of what use would it have
been? If before, with the last letter from Che, read by Fidel him-
self, the slanders and malicious speculations of these elements -
not only did not cease but multiplied, wouldn't they have responded
in the same way to a new letter?

The Newsletter, with greater cynicism, repeats the slanders.
"Guevara," ‘it says; "was killed or incarcerated in a special prison
in Cuba or, and this seems more likely, he was exiled and his wife
and” chlldren held as hostages in case he decided to do something
rash -- like speaking to the press or writing his memoirs. That .
Castro's fear of Guevara is real," it adds, '"was demonstrated
recently when the Cuban government decided to disarm the militia
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-on the flimsy pretext that the guns were not. belng malntalned prop—
1er1y : SRR ‘. _ ;

'The slanders of The Newsletter are repeated by Gllly ~"The
vertlglnous political evolution of the Cuban leadership in recent
months," he writes, "confirms the opinion that it is true that. they
have either: assassinated Guevara or that they are restraining him
by some means or other from expre551ng hlmself polltlcally.V oo

For them the Trlcontlnental Conference was prepared bureau—-
cratically, it was only a rostrum for Cheddi Jagan and Allende- or
it was a failure. In all their slanders against Cuba their innate
hatred for the Sov1et Union stands out.

All the Trotskylst slanders now belng repeated have as one. of
their aims to discover, for the benefit of. the North American -
imperialists, the place where Companero Ernesto Che Guevara is and,
therefore, the concrete revolutionary activities which he is carry-
ing on in accordance with his unshakable revolutionary vocation and
his conviction as an anti-imperialist and socialist combatant. Along
with this is the aim of serving, once more, the imperialist campaign
to discredit the Cuban Revolution. Today this is one of their prin-
cipal tasks inasmuch as Cuba represents the example, stimulous and
support of peoples orienting toward a revolution against imperial-
ism and its lackeys, servants and puppets.

Of course, their slanders will not get very far. Their tricks
and divisionist intrigues can cause damage in countries like Guate-
mala and confuse sectors like those under the command of Marco
Antonio Yon Sosa. But neither will they prosper there for very
long. The practical results of their tricks will show the masses
and honest revolutionaries what they really are.

There is no slander, whether from the imperialists or from
the Trotskyists or anyone else that can change the facts or destroy
the prestige of a Revolution like the one in Cuba, made by dint of
heroism and carried forward to its ultimate and necessary conse-
quences.

The dignity, the firmness and the honesty of the leadership of
the Cuban Revolution stand above any miserable slanderer. Faithful-
ness to proletarian internationalism, unlimited solidarity with the
peoples struggling against imperialism, repeated a thousand and one
times, have been proved by Cuba under all circumstances and before
all the revolutionaries.

National sovereignty, seized in a revolutionary way from the
Yankee neocolonialists who preempted it, has been maintained in a
dignified way by Cuba, as the very reason for its struggle, as a
banner for the peoples still subjugated, as the beginning of rela-
tions in the rising world of the new society without exploiters
or exploited, in which countries, holding equal rights, are related
fraternally with mutual respect and mutual collaboration.
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There is no slander against the reality of our socialist rev-
olution, which stands at the very doors of Yankee imperialism, of
the reality of our successes and advances in the construction of
socialism, of.the reality of the unity of our people around the:
working class' and the unbreakable confidence which it has:in our.
Marxist-Leninist party, in‘its Central Committee and in’its chlef
and guide, Compafiero Fidel Castro. There is no slander that can’
tarnish the: revolutionary call of the Second Declaration of Havana L
nor diminish the revolutionary importance of the resolutions of the
First Conference of- Solldarlty of the P@oples of A81a, Afrlca and
Latin Amerlca. ‘ : :

In one word there is no slander that can extlngulsh in the
eyes of the masses of Latin America the burning flame of the inspir-
ing example of the Cuban Revolution, victorious 1n face of all the
aggre331ons, attacks and dlfflcultles.



