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BELGIAN GENERAL STRIKE

After the strike in Borinage in February, rose, and after the strike of 2gth June last, the
Belgian working class has, recently, once more given proof of its astonishing mihitancy. Un
apth January it responded to the appeal for the general strike, lapnched by the Socialist trade
anion, FGT.

One vear apo, under conditions of full recession, the leaders of the same trade union had not
dared to extend the strike of the Borinage miners to other imdustrial sectors, a strike which was
directed against the closing of conl mines and against unemployment. Even the leaders of
the " Renardist ¥ Left wing trade unions had hesitated o throw their forces into the hattle,
thus in practice betraving the magnificent struggle of the Borains. The Left wing
trade unjons tried to correct themselves and to again take control of the most advanced lavers of
the proletariat by organmising the strike far half a day on 20th June, which was a big success in
Licge and in the Walloons in general, but which wes sabotaged by the Right wing trade unions
i the Flanders.

Since then the recession finished, but unem
ployment continues : 300,000 unemployed out
of two-and-a-hall million salaned people; that

represents a very high percentage outside a TROTSKYISTS OPPOSE
4 H = 1 e ] oy g o
period of reccession Industrial production has
fact reached the same level as hefore the reces- ~ EISENHOWER VISIT
sion in the mast important sectors of the Helgian I'he Central Committec of the Communist

aconomy, but thanks to an increased produc- Party has made known in a communiqué its
tivity and reorganisation, Lhis production is now ‘ welcome ' to Eisenhower, whilst expressing

pbtained with roo,po0 workers less! its conhdence that his trip constitotes a ' mis-
In the face of this situation the FGT and the | sion of pesce and friendship " in Latin-America.
Helgian S.P. demand a planning of mvestments, This declaration constitutes a new nnd flagrant

and some natiopalisation, But these were not the break of the Communist Porty with the whaole
principal slogans of the strike of the 2gth Janu- | tradition of Communism of the times of Lemm,
and towards imperialism, capitalism and their
i TRPETRD dtie grvernors and representabives.
EMPLOYERS” REFUSAL The tripy of Eizenhower to varions countries of
In 1o55 an economic and social conference | Latin-America forms part of the preparation of
took place in which the employers, the trade | the counter-revolutionary war against the USSE,
unions, and the government participated. An | China, the other Workers' States and the colonial
agreement provided for another conference of | and world revolotion. It forms part of the plans
this type in 1939, which would have examined | of imperialism to beat the struggles of the Latin-
the progress of the productivity and decided | American peoples for their national and socal
npon o few redivision hetween vworkers and em- | liberation. It integrates itself within the cam-

Ary.
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HELP THE ALGERIAN PRISONERS IN FRANCE

FORM A COMMITTEE FOR THEIR AID IN YOUR COUNTRY

SEND MONEY, FOOD, MEN’S CLOTHING, MEDICINE & DRUGS

To: Comite D'Aide Aux Detenus Algeriens,
18 Rue Saint-Ferdinand, Paris (17me), France




DOCUMENTATION

SECOND ALL-AFRICA PEOPLE'S CONFERENCE DECISIONS

ECONOMIC RESOLUTION

CONSIDERING the under-developed state of
the African cconomies which is a resalt of the
colonial system and forcign domination;

CONEIDERING the tendency of the colonial-
ist countries to substitute economic for political
domination and thus rob the newly-won inde.
pendence of African States of its true content;

CONSIDERING also the departmentalisation
and lack of harmony existing in the African
economies and the inadequacy of technical cadres
and finance;

CONSIDERING that economic growth and
development constitute the surest guarantees of
the freedom of the African Continent;

CONSIDERING that foreign powers somse-
times use their economic aid as a means of en-
deavouring to divide the African territories and
isolate the Independent States from territories
that are still under colonial rule;

AFFIRMS that independence js g pre-requisite
to all economic development

DECLARES that the Peoples of Africa are de-
termined to work for the economic development
and hiberation of Africa, for the benefit and
nnder the control of the masses.

RECOMMENDS to the Independent African
States ;

ir] The intensification of their efforts to wrest
their respective countries from economic de-

{:e‘nrjtnr:f; on the imperialist countries.

ke refusal to enter into any undertaking
with foreign powers which may either
directly or imthirectly prejudice the move.
ment for the liberation and unity of the
African Continent.

{3) The development of the co-operative system

and the harnessing of the essential resources

of thelr territories in the interests of the
masses, to ensure social justice and raise the
living standard of their peoples.

The promotion of industrialisation, the

direction of effort towards agrarian reform,

angd the modermsation of agriculture in
order to make Africa's economy indepen-
dent.

(3] The enconragement of jomt enterprises and
inter-African companies in order to achieve
the maximum result from the develomment
of the resources of Africa in the interests
of the peoples, and move along the path
of African nmity.

(6] The removal of cnstoms barriers between
the Independent African States,

(7) The progressive liberalisation of com-
mercial exchanges and the conclusion of
multilateral pavments agreements, with a
view to developing economic exchanpes and
the consequent setting-up of an African
Common Market, the formation of an
African Transport Company [Land, Air and

iz]

(4}

Sea) to promote exchanges amoung the
African territories.

(8] Regular mectings Detween Economic and
Finance Ministers with a view Lo co-ordinat-
ing their economic policies.

{g) The setting-up of an African Investment
Bank to promote development projects.

{10) The creation of an Alvican Institute for
Research and T'raining of the various cadres.

{11] The Conference decides that it Secretariat
should edit a popular review on social and
econommc stndies.

1.—RACIALISM

The Second All-African People's Conference

NOTES with indignation the persistence, even
the extension of racialism in certain African
territories, which s often o source of serious
sowial disturhances ;

DENOUNCES the autocratic racial systems
which are being establiched or are tending to be
established in Africa.

AFFIRMS that these social problems cannot
be solved except throungh national independence
and the establishment of 3 democrabic system,

EECOMMENDS thai the Independent African
States should take all apprapriate steps, includ-
ing econamic boyeott to bring immediate and
effective pressure to bear on the States respon-
sihle,
2,—-DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN TRADE

UNIONISM.
The Conference :

{a) DECLARES that the freedom of Trade
Unions, their independence from special inte-
rests and their opposition to influences contrary
to their genuine democratic principles are a
necessary condition for the develapment of the
warking class movement and the achisvement of
social progress and African unity.

_(b) SUPPORTS the desire of African Trade

Umans to unite in an  autonomous Panafrican

Federation with a distinctive African personality,

AFFIRMS that this federation shall be an in-
dependent central organisation,
3.—IMPROVEMENT IN LIVING

CONDITIONS,
The Conference :
RECOMMENDS

African States should ;

(a] work out a system of social security for the
workers

(b) protect the legitimate rights of children,
women and old people,

(c) provide health education for the people,

(d) work out joint campaigns in order to prevent
and fight against scourges and epidemics, and
reduce the high rate of mortality.

fe) initiate a programme of exchange visits by
doctors, and thus enable every country to
profit from the experience of the others,

Continued on page §
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ARGENTINA

Continued from page 1

paign of imperialism against the Latin- American
revolution, in which it tries to consolidate its
alliance with these bourgeoisies against the
Latin-American masses,

Eisenhower is the figurehead, the super-repre-
sentative of world imperialism and  capitalism.
Under his leadership, the most reactiomary im-
perialism of history (to be jodged on a world
scale), American imperialism and its allies are
prepared to fight to death — though they sull
hesitate to Jaunch themselves into o nuclear war
against the revolution and the masses of the
whale world. His trips, especially his tip to
the colonial and semi-calonial countries such as
those of Latin-America, have naothing to do with
** peace "' and ' friendship.’’ They mean serious
steps and means against the masses, they signify
that imperialism before the continuing develap-
ment of the colonial revolution, looks for more
efficient means, stronger alliances, in order to try
to regain control of developments.
GUATEMALA

Eisenhower is the figurehead of the campaign
against Communist China, against the workers'
states, against Communism, against the struggles
for mational and social liberation, and against the
colonial revolutions all ever the world. He pre-
pared and led. throngh his men, the aggression
against Guatemala, the atlacks and plots against
the Bolivian revolution, the imperialist campaign
against the Cuban revolution, lesving aside all
the reactionary adventures of imperialism in the
world, Ffom the sending of troops (o the
Lebanon to the permanent provocation in the
Btraits of Formosa,

The Latin-American masses repudiate and
hate Eisenhower, as they repudiated and attacked
Nixon. Theyr are conscious that hoth repre-
sent the most reactionary and hated power on the
globe : American imperalism.

Nevertheless, the leadership of the Communist
Party does not hesitate to * welcome *' this per-
son, thus completely turning its back oo the pro-
foundly anti-imperialist desire and will of the
working masses, and sowing confusion in the
camp of the warkers and their own Communist
militants,

The Partido Obrero (Trotskyvist] condemns
this capitulatory activity of the leadership of the
Communist Parly, which only expresses the
interests of the intermational palicy of the
hureaucracy of the Kremlin., Such a policy
cannot but confuse the workers, and will facili-
tate the ends and objectives of the trip of Eisen-
hower, of war preparation and repression against
the masses.

The Partido Obrero (Trotskyist) appeals to the
whole working class movement to demonstrate
the total rejection by the whele working people
of the visit of Eisenhower. It appeals to the
Communist militants to participate in =ach a

mobilisation, and to demand an open discussion
on this problem within their party, and a change
in the policy of their party in accordance with
the interests of the Latin-American masses, fight.
ing for national and social liberation.
The Political Bureau of the Paritde Obriro
{ Trelskist), February §, tafo

SUCCESSFUL. CAMPAIGN FOR
AFFILIATION IN CORDOBA

The Regional Committee of the Partido Obrero
{Trotskyist) informs us that on January 18th,
the campmign for son affiliates was concluded
with success, Such a number of affilistes is, ac-
cording to the law on political parties, necessary
in order to be allowed to participate in the regi-
onil elections,

Cordoba is the fifth electoral district in which
the Partido Obrero obtained more than soo affi-
liates, and in which it prepares for participation
i the #-vming electons.

FIRST ELECTION MEETING
IN BUENOS AIRES

Chp January 2gth, the Partide Obrero launched
its electoral campaign in Buenos Aires. The first
meetling took place, then, on Plaza Constitucion
in which 1300 person= took part. The spenkers
were Eugenio Luis Bercherneci, representing the
Regional Committee of Santa Fe; Salvador Levy,
of the Regional Committes of Tuenman; Carlos
de YVebra, representing the Regional Committee
of Avellaneda of the Province of Buencs Alres,
Dora Coledesky, of the Federal Capital and Jose
Lungarzo and Angel Fanjul of the National
Leadership of the Party.

POLICE BAN ELECTION PROPAGANDA
IN TUCUMAN AND SANTA FE

The police of the provinees of Tucuman and
Santa Fe has forbidden public meetings of the
Partide Obrero, Moreover, the Party has been
excluded from (elevision and radio broadeasts,
for not being a "National Party''. Having ob-
tained soo affiliates in varions provinces however
the Partido Oihrero was recopnized as a National
Party on June 3rd, 1050, so that its exclusion
from broadeasting is illegal,
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NEGROES REVOLT INSIDE AFL-CIO

In Detroit, on May 25th, the foundation of
Negro American Labor Council will take place,
writes Joel Seldin in the N.Y. Hemll Tribune
{ Paris) of February 15th. According to Seldin,
there is ''a widespread dissatisfaction among the
federation’s (AFL-CIO) nearly 1,500,000 Negro
members with the general treatment of Negroes
in unions'’, Seventy years old A. Philips Rand-
olph, head of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters, one of those who took the initiative to
hold regional conferences in preparation of the
founding conference of May 28th, called the
effort “‘an authentic, basie, fundamental reve-
Tation, bound to shake up the unions and the
AFL-CI0 as a whole™.

*“The complaints of the dissatished Negroes
are many'’, says Seldin in his article. "The
nrimary one is segregation and discrimination
which either keeps them out of some unjons
and hence, some jobs, or else restricts them to
nnskilled, low-payving jobs.  Ancother is that
they are barred from apprenticeship pro-
gramimes that would lead to higher-paving
jobs,

“A third complaint is that, despite such
exceptions as Mr. Randelph, negroes are
barred from positions of policy-making leader-
ship within the nnions s well as in the federa-
tan, This criticizm is directed as much at the
industrial unions stemming from the CTO as at
the craft nmions that came out of the AFL.

e movement, according to Mr. Randolph
is ‘spreading like a prairie fire'. He said chap-
ters have been set up in New YVork, Chicago,
Detroit, Voungstown and Cleveland, Ohio,

Giary, Ind. and St. Louis. Other chaplers are
in the process of organisation in Philadelphia,
Washington and along the West Coast.

"My, Randolph would not give the names of
other leaders, because, he said, many have al-
ready been warned by their labor-leader em-
plovers that their jobs in unions will be in
jeopardy if they become active in the NALC.
But he said thev are in the unions with large
Negro memberships, and mentioned the stecl
and auto unions, the building trades and the
hotel and restanrant anions.

The function of the NALC. Mr., Randolph
said, will be to disseminate educational and
propaganda material among Negro unionists
and to provide trained orgenisers to help
Negroes fight for “first class citizenship’ with-
in unions.

“The praspect of NALC organizers leading
fights against established union leaders', Le
against the white labor bureaueracy, ''has not
heen looked on kindly within the AFL-CIO
Already the movement has been charged with
Yrgeism,'” “dual unionism’' and a  variety of
other epithets,' according to Seldin.

He concludes:

“Myr. Randolph, however, looks on the NA
LC not enly as the one cure for existing
wrongs, but as the only safeguard against o
serions, growing threat, Automation he pointed
out, finds its first victime among the Negroes,
who are doubly vulnerable

“In the first place, he said, Negroes are
lurgely emploved in kinds of work that auto-
mation 15 most likely to eliminate. In the sec-
ond, becan=e Negroes are barred from appren-
tice training, those displaced by automation
have no other jobs to go ho.

“Tar ns.** he said, “this is a life-and-death
struggle — a question of survival. Nothing
can stop it

Cairo, Febroary 11th {Hsinhua)—The Algerian
Vice-Premier and Foreign  Mimster Krim
Belkacem said at a Press Conference here today
that "*The Algerian people want complete free-
dom to determine their destiny, they will never
accept the 'self-determination’, to be implemen-
ted nnder the supervision of French troops, nor
will thev aceept the partition of Algeria.

Belkacem, whe is concurrently head of the
three-man Algerian Ministerial Defence Body,
said that the Algerian Military capabilities and
fishting techmigme had greatly developed and
that the nomber of Algerian casnalties had been
reduced as against those of last year.

The Vice-Premier, said that at the All-African
People's Conference, recently held in Tunis, the
Algerian prohlem was given prominence be-
cause the Africon peoples were aware of the im-
portance of the Algerian strmggle.

DETERMINATION TO WIN COMPLETE FREEDOM

Asked whether the recent Fascist mutiny in
the French eccupied part of Algeria had affected
the Algerian revolution, the Vice-Premier said
that such events called for the people’s vigilence
but the stand of the Algerian people remained
unchanged and the Algerian people wounld stick
to the principles made clear in the Algerian
provisional government's statements of Septem-
ber z8th end November zoth last year.

Replyving to aoother questiom, he said, “The
Algerian Liberation Army would accept foreign
valnnteers to fight in its ranks"’.

Belkacem said that the Headquarters of the
Algerian Liberation Army had already been set
up in Algeria proper and the name of the Com-
mander-in-Chief wonld be announced in due
time.

Belkacem also stated that he would stay in
Cairo to carry out his function as Foreign Mimi-
ster.



PERU

FEDERATION OF BANK EMPLOYEES (FEB) CHOOSES
MORE LEFT WING LEADERSHIP

Recenily eleciions wove held for a mew
leadership of the Federacitn de Empicadas Ban-
carigs (FEB). One of ihe lists of candidales,
headed by Damonte, was supporied by a umied
fromt of lhe left wing (C.P., The Trolskyisl
P.OR. and Lejl wing nalionalist), and declarcd
itself for a class Hue and for joining the Con-
federation of Perwvian Trade Unions (C.T.P.).
One of the candidates on fus let qeas the
Trolshyist comrade Manue! Zegarva,

By a series of marocuvres, especially by the
Stalinists, Cde. Zegarra svas removed fram the
list, with the excuse that he @5 " very young
and very exiremist” Nevertheless, Cde.
Zemarra weas an indiufdaal candidate for the post
of international s¢cretary af the trade wnion, and
oblained 560 veter, representing 11 per cent. of
the tolal,

I the general elections for the leadershif, the
Damiente H3l abtmined 2,033 wvoles, the list

retary of the FEB) 1,308, The vole Jor Damonie
ir a clear indication in favour of lrade union
unily. The Peruvian P.O.R. is conslantly fighi-
ing for the re-cstablishment af such a unity.

MASSES WANT NATIONALISATION OF
LA BREA AND PARINAS

There is much agitation now around e
wiches! off sones of the couniry, La Bres and
Parifigs, which are in the hands of imperialism.
In pariiament and in the bourgeeis press, much
roise 15 being made aboul @, wilh tie clear in-
tention of obleining a higher pay-off frem the
tmperialisl  owners, Within the nalionalis|
canifr, anly the Left wing of the APRA demands
nalionalizalian, but only in o very vayue way.

“ oz Obrera,’’ the organ of the Trotskyisi
POR., demands NATIONA] ISATION
WITHOUT INDEMNIFICATION, AND
I'NDER WORKERS' CONTRQL, of the oil

Arboleda (APRA, bourgeois madionalist) rg40  industry.
and Ugarte (lhe resigning sectarian general sec- MAURG.
IRAQ SPLIT IN CP OF IRAQ

( by owr Teracli Correspondent)

The Communist Party, led hy Zeki al Hakaird
and publishing a daily newspaper Iiihad oah
Shaah (trans. : Unity of the Peopler is faced
now with a rival group, led by Daud al Sayegh,
publishing A1 Mackde (Principle) which ** has
appealed to all Traqi Communists to help eradi-
cate * opportumist elements * from the party and
wphold the international proletariat and Marxist-
Leninist princples." According to the Iragi
Azsaciations Law, promulgated at the New YVear,
political parties have to apply for a licence. Such
applications have to be sigmed by at lcast ten
founding members and fifty supporters.  Both
Communist groups have applied in this form, but
according to [tikad ech Sheab seven of the ten
founding members of al Sayegh's group have
withidrawn and afterwards one more founding
member and fonr supporters withdrew likewise,
At Macbda reports that the Prime Minister
Kassem told al Sayegh on 15th January that there
contld not he more than one Communist Party in
Iraq. Im all, four parties had so far applied for
licence : Two Communist Parties, the ' National
Democratic Party '' and the ** Demaocratic Party
of Kurdistan (Irag)’.

In order to give a clear idea of the completely
pppoertunist, menshevik character of the Iragi
Communist Party, we puhblish below some
extracls from the Introduction to the National
Charter of the Iraql Commuonist Party (Iragi
Review, January 15th, 1uéo):

“ Those are in gemeral the basic lusks of our
ewrren! hivtorical slage, they wre [iberationai-
democratic taskes which arg nol direcled agains?
the capitalist-baurgeats relations of production,
Therefore, the accomplishmenl of these lasks is
nol in the interest of one class aparl from the
olhars, (' iz i fact n the inleresl of all aalional
clazses of the peaple—the workers, Ly poasants,
the petty bourgeoisie (arlisans, professionals,
small favmers and  mielligentsia), the smiddle
bourgeeisie, (.c. lhe onti-imperfalist and anli-
Juedal bowrgeoisie  (the  industrialists,
merclbanls, formers, enlreprenenrs and national
cafritaiists ),

"* The working class—together with all the
totling masses—realise  thal their slandard of
living is bound up with the development of the
economy of the country, That i= why the
workers co-operale with the businessmen and the
peasants with the Governmental bodies and
others for the welfare of the nationel! independ-
ence, the increase af the national weallh and the
reinforcement of the nelional cconomy, The
sama fakes place in parious secliors of produciion.
The leiling masses make in Uhis respect con-
siderable sacrifices which pught Lo mect wilh He
response of busivessmen to the rights aof (he
working cloxs and loilers in increasing  their
wages, improving their working conditions, re-
fraining from making them lo do unpaid over-
fime work, and in applving o jue!  social
securily.”"

prap—




THE ACOMA PARTY AND THE P.K.L

The ACOMA Party angd the Communist Party
of Indonesia (PKI) both call themselves Marx-
ist-Leninist. However there are fudamental dif-
ferences between them.

1.—The P.E.I. is guite satisfed when the
national bonrgenisie falls in line with the foreign
poliey of the Soviet Union, and in order to ach-
ieve this the P.K.1. does not hesitate to sacrifice
the interests and needs of the mass of Indonesian
workers and peasants, Im line with this palicy
the P,K.1. chose the path of lignidating the revo-
lution of Augnst 1945, with Lingeardiati and
Renville, becanse according to the P.K.IL., at the
time the Soviet Union weas still weak., In the
same context the PKI chose the path of the
Madium revolt, because according to the
PKI, in 10945 the Soviet U'mion was again
strong. Basically the PKI took up its defensive,
and then, offensive position by starting mot fram
the capacities of the mass of the Indopesian
people, but of those of the Soviet Union. Thus in
the years that followed after the August revolu-
tion, the P.K. L., with its position of supporting
Linggardjati-Renville, acted below the capacities
of the mass of the people. In the Madinm affais
the P.K.I. on the contrary acted abeve the capa-
cities of the people. The retreat of the P E.L
cansed damage, while its going forward caused
damage too, The P.K.I. thus only caused damage
in hoth sitnations.

PKI'S MODERATION

2. —At present the P K1, sees the possibility
of a compromise between the Soviet Union and
America. In order not to disturb this compromise
the P.K.I. acts moderately and makes broad com-
cessions to the national bourgenisie, Treading
this defensive path the PLE.L is not averse to
sunpressing the dizsati=faction of its followers,

3—The P.K.I has a completely uncritical
attitnde  towards the  internal  develop-
ments of the workers' states, Whatever Moscow
dictates is law to the P E.T. The P.E.TI, for in-
stance, @ priev fights Trotskyism and Titoism,
hecause that is the standpoint of those in power
in the Soviet Union

The ACOMA Party has to fulfil the task of
changing the bonapartist aational bhourgeois
government for a people’s government without
capitalism, while in this free clioice the ACOMA
Party leads the revolutionary development not
from the viewpoint of the capacities of the Soviet

Union, but from those of the mass of the Indone-
sian people. It acknowledges that the Indonesian
revolution is part of the world revolution, but it
wants it known that the Indonesian revolution
is an important part of the world revolntion.

Our way is to lead this revolution and to
wrench the revolutionary leadership from the
hands of the pational bourgenisie, (f course we
must accept what is good in the political co-ordi-
nation between the workers' states and the nat-
ional bourgeoisies having become the govern-
ment, but this is insufficient to cause us to accept
the bonapartist national bourgecisie placing it-
self as u revolutionary leadership, hecanse as
long as the revolutionary lendership is in the
hands of that bonapartist national bourgeosie,
cur revalution will oot develop quicklv, and
counter revolution cannot be liguidated,

The ACOMA Party stands on the side of the
workers states in the struggle against the pres-
stire and the attacks of capitalism and imperial-
s, In these matters the ACOMA Party goes
together with the PIK.I. But meanwhile the
ACOMA Party has a critical and objective point
of view concerning the developments and inter-
nal contradictions of the workers' states. Here
the ACOMA Party differs from the P.E.IL.

The Ffundamental differences between both
parties cannot, in fact, be overcome by fusing
the twe parties. From our point of view the
national bourgesizie, which cannat overcoms the
fundamental differences of their parties in one
party, so that the national hourgeoisie is con-
pelled to struggle in the organisation of several
parties, hes na right to force a lignidation or
simplifieation of partiez which touches the posi-
tion and the role of the ACOMA Party as a
communist party,

{ Frow the October, rozo thesis ef the Partat

{coma. )

Theoretical Education

The Partai Acoma, Indonesian section of the
Fourth International has published for the theo-
retical education of its members, and the reve-

lutionary vanguard in general:
DIBAWAHN PANJI: MARXISM ALIRAN
LENIN DAN TROTSKY.

One chapter of the booklet of 26 pages is dedi-
cated to the “Fourth International'.



BOLIVIA

Armed Victory of the Workers' Militias

{ By our Bolivian corréspondent)

In April 1958, in the mining centre of Huanuni a jeep was detained, in which was travelling
the general secretary of the Miners’ Trade Union of Catavi, Florentino Calnstro, leader of the

POR (Bolivian section of the Fourth International), and other miners' leaders.

The men of

the military command of the bourgeois nationalist movement in power, the MNR, of Huanuni,’
led by Celestina Gutiérrez, Right wing leader of the MNR and (burenveratically imposed)
general secretary of the Huoanuni trade umion movement, arrested Calustro and brought him

to the headguarters of the military command,

There Gntiérrez said to Calustro : ** Prepare yourself, we are going to hang you."

The

leader of Catavi answered him : ** Well, within half-an-hour they will koow it in Catavi, and

=5 let's see who hangs whom | . .
their prisoner go.

On January 23, 1060, Celesting Gutifrrez was
hanged on a tre¢ in the centre of Huanuni,
punished for his varions crimes by the same
workers of Huannm, who had triumphed over
the military command of the MXR, They won
this victory thanks also to the aid of the militins
of Catavi—Siglio XX, mining district 1
Bolivia, i

The mining proletariat had obtained their
greatest snccess since the victory of the revaoln-
tiom of April 1gs2.

THE TERRORISM OF THE MNR
IN HUANUNI

Sinee the middle of 1057 the MNR government
tiad established in Huanuni (the second biggest
mine of Bolivia, after Catavi-Bigle XX) a cenire
of provocation against the workers' and miners’
movement. Tlis centre was based in the mili-
tary command of the local MNR, with more than
goo government-paid soldiers, armed with the
mnst modern arms, and which controlled the
leadership of the miners' trade union of Hnanomni
hyv = terronist dictatorship

From Huanuni armed gangs were constantly
sent again<t all the important workers' and
miners’ movements: they acted as strike
hreakers and came to the aid of the government
in moments of struggle. They attacked, in Jome
1958, the Miners’ Congress of Colgnini, killing
and wounding various miners, ITn Hoanuni they
jailed the miner leader Antemor Miranda, who
was later shot,

This situation conld have continued for some
vears, as the central trade union bureaucracy,
headed by Lechin, supported on the Right wing
by Gutiérrez, on the Lelt wing by the Stalinists,
made nse of it in order to suppress the working
class rank and file. They even comclnded an
open allinnce in June 1050 at the Miners’ Con-
gress of Telamayn, in order to silence the
workers and to prevent the formation of a new
leadership, among whom were Trotskyist
militants.

THE WORKERS’' INSURRECTION

In December rg5g elections were held in the
trade nmion of Huanuni. In spite of the terror-
ism of the Military Command, the opposition list

" Gutidrrez and his men then changed thelr minds and let

trivmphed, with 1,900 against goo voies,  Hot
the MNE Command continued its terror, and the
MNR-chief Sinani even killed one worker. The
miners went on strike, and expelled Sinani from
Huanuni. But on January 2z the MNE re-
turmed to Huanuni, and, after an arnied
struggle reoconpied the trade unionm head-
quarters,

The next day, in the morning, the miners
from the surrounding villages came to the aid
of the fighting miners, hut they did not have the
means to defeat the modern arms of the MNR
gong. When this became known in other min-
ing districts, immediately a column of trucks
with 500 militia armed with guns, dynamite and
Maolotow cocktails, coming from Catavi-Siglo
XX, surrounded Huwammmi.  Thedr arrival in-
spired the workers and led o g complete apris-
g of all miners of Huanuni.

The MNR mililary command was  defeated,
Gulidrrer hunged, and Hoanuni wes  placed
under the control of the armed miners. A great
vietory had been obtained which will have a pro.
found influence om the course of the Bolivian
revalntion.—La Paz, Jamwary 28, 1o,

UNITED KINGDOM

LONDON COMMITTEE OF AFRICAN
ORGANISATIONS CONDEMNS FRENCH
TEST
Londan, February 15th (Hsinhua)—The Com-
mittee of African Orpanisations m London in
a statement today condemined the French Atomic
Test in Sahara as an ountrageous criminal act
againsi the people of Africa. **It is an act of war
against the continent of Africa to pollute her
soil with the foul leprosy of radiation. Africa will
never forget this hostile act by France," the com-

mittes said,

“General De Gaulle and his Government can
count on nothing from us Africans but impla-
cable hatred and contempt until we drive French
Imperialism from our coasts'”, the committee
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plovars, of the supplementary benefits obtained
thauks to this progress. The emplovers, not
wanting to make new concessions, refused to
take part; the trade umions’ action wns to de-
mand it. The Chnstan [CSC) and Socialist
IFGT) trade nmons bhave nearly reached an
agreement on the actoal demands and the
pressure of the militants of the ranks in favour
of mmited action of the trade unions was very
strong at the January congress of the CSC.

The Christian trade unions, nevertheless did
not support the strike of 20th January and their
leaders declared that it was a political strike,
directed against the Christian  Socialf Liberal
coalitinn government,

The FGT with its yoo,000 members then de-
cided upon a general strike for a  guarantesd
weekly wage, double pay for holidays, an in-
crease of unemplovment relief, & minimm
hour's wage of 25 Belgian francs on one side
anid against the clesing of workshops and for
the creation of ronoon johs on the ather hand.
Finally the strike was directed against a povern-
ment plamny which redoced the benefits of the
liealth insurance.

The strike was a success, clearly much greater
than expected by its organisers, Some of them,
the Right wing trade nmion leaders, had planned
to orgamise only a one-hoar strike meinly in the
Flemish regions, but eventunallvy they accepied
the slogan of a 24-hour strike:

Being complete in Liege and in the industrial
centres of Hainaut, the strike affected 75 per
cent. of the workers of Brussels and Antwerp
nnd 5o per cent. in Ghent, where however the
CSC dominates : The trains did not run in the
provinces of Liepe and Hainaut, and were
irregular at other places. There were 0o
street cars or buses in Liege, and only a few in
Bryssels and Antwerp.

DEMONSTRATIONS

In these last two cibes two big demonstrations
ook place, processions of strikers, led by the
leaders of the FGT, the SP and the CP. Thesc
two demonstrations showed quite clearly  the
high level of cliss consciotsness of thousands of
workers, whose militancy was shown by the
hreaking of the windowpanes of big shops in
HBrussells. There were serious fights with the
police i Antwerp, of whom maore than 10 were
i ounded.

If the snceess of this general strike has already
given certain employvers something o think
about (increase of the lowest wages of the
workers of F.N, at Herstal-lez-Licze, in several
important factories in the fond sectar, ete.) the
emplavers’ orpanisations have nevertheless not
vet apreed to open general negotiations. There-
fore on February Ath the trade nnionist Renard,
speaking on the radio, clearly said that this
strike was only a waming and wonld be followed

by further actions if the employers continned to
refuse to meet the unions. There is no donbt
that the Right wing of the FGT themselves, sur-
prised Dby the succesa of their movement, will
nse the same language and perhaps even pre-
pare new action.

The problems of the Belgian economy : large
scale unewmployment, insufficiently varied in-
dustrial production, enormouns  distribution
problems and the heavy burden of the petty-
bourgesisie in this sector, are far from being
solved,  They are, on the contrary, exacerhated
by the entry into the Common Market, Under
the pressure of its Left wing the Socialist
workers' movement (FGT and SP) has adopted
an econoinic programme which is putting the
ecortect solutions. The strike of 20th January,
the aims of which were not principally structural
reforms  hut immediate demands of a social
character, will have contributed to the reinforee-
ment of the tendencies, which are most
docidedly in favour of o struggle for basic
economic reforms.

Above all, the spectacular success of this
genernl strike will have perceptably increased
throughout the country, the consciousness which
the Belgian warking class has of its strength and
its coliesion, The year 1960 has begun well for

Prrmaree Vax Dawwe
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BRATIL

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE POR
Al the end of January, the conference of the
P.0.R., Brazilian section of the Fourth Internat-
ional, was held. On the agenda there were the
following points:
I—International situation: reporter Cde Pedro
2—National situation, characterised by the in-
e
in Ero i-
h rﬁ “w:ch mdumdr:nd [ﬂn
warkers’ t class
policy; reporter I:de Clm:lu
J—Resolution of the discussion between the
Marxist groups, reporter Cde. Campos.
Transformation of the P.O.R. inta a Revo-
lutionary Marxist Party
4—Tactics for the construction of the Party;
> Rﬁpotll:rdﬂde Rnuu
Yom iscussions, the important progress
of the Party, sbove all since Augost 1959 Confer-
clear. The Conference was
slogan — LONG LIVE THE
FOURTH INTEENATIONAL.
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(f} et up a common fund to provide help and
assistance to refugees and Afrvican Freedom
Fighters.

(g} admit freedom fighters when wonnded into
their hospitalz, and rehahililate them .




