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APFROACHING A DECISIVE TURKING POINT IR
GREAT BRIT/IN

i (The fallowing statesent on the situntion confriatdng tha Eritish L:b?ur
waveent was issueld by the Unite! decretnrist of the Fourth IntBrnationnl
Decenber 4th, 1986.)

The situstion in Grest Britcin is now spproaching o lecisive turning
print. It is not the erisis of Britdsh crpitrldign, froakly clnitted by all
politienl forees in the country, thet is new but the role ployed by the
lesdership of the Lebour Porty. This new role ciffers froo the previous rale
af saeinl Jecssrsey in which it defended erpltolimn by cranting sicll reforas
to the working class, Todsy the Labour Porty lecdershlp, while ¢ontinuing
to pose ot the reprosentative of the British worldng cloos, gyatantically
andesvours ti apply o glan of modernisation ond cons:licdatdon 3f British
eapitalisa ot the cost of the working clnss itself. Thic io the bagis of
the growing eonflict between the nzas of workers = nbove adl those in the
trealde unione = and Horald "Hlsan's Lebour povernent. The reflections of
thot confliet inside the British Lebour Porty and the working class could
decile the possibilities of o brakthrough towsrds soeislisu in OGrent Britaln
for o lang parisd fto cooe. :

The roots of the chronic crisis of Britein's eopitolist econoay sre well
known and need only brief verntion, Britain's crpit-list closs is paying the
price tadny af hoving been the piineer beneficinries of the first industrinl
revailution. Its present distress steas fron this histerie ddetinetion, Even
before the firast world wor it wins clear that £t had lost its groat odvantag
as world lesder in industrdicl profwctivity. That it could still retain for
a period of thirty yeors the fectures of o anjor icperieliat power wos cue
to its enorncus foreign enpital investoents, occunmloted in the course of &
gentury ond nore. This easbled nnd ensured substnntial profits persdtiding it
to live with o chronieally negative trade beolonce without a real thrent €o
tha stoblility of the pound.

The second world wor serisusly Jepletod thesae foreign hollings in an

' chsolute sense but even Lore 55 in o relotive sense. Britnin's Unvisible!
exports praved less nnl lesa rble in theiselvas to apintein o positive balance
of poyuents, The rel-tive boclwardness of British inlustry -~nd industricl
praodustivity developed with inerensing speed particul-rly Juring the Jecczdes
of the fifties nnd sixties in eouperdison with ite prineipsl coppetitors in
Burope (iWfest OGernsny) and lein {Jrpanl). The lotter's rote of prowth and ed-
ernigntion outstrippad Britain's portieuls-rly since they crrried no great
pilitary and navel burden, This in tuen brought the chrinile bolonee pf pay-
pents erisis and the perdisdie gttenpt to stop thie erisis through gpovernnent
engineere] recessions which coull only ncecentunte the pap between the rote of
growth of both productivity -nd proluetion between Britain rnd its imdn conp=-
etitors.




For nany years now the leading spokespen and indealorues of Eritish_
capitrlien have snlvosented o clear prograie for rotionalizing and streanlin-
ing the capitolist acon ny. Inplieit in this progeamme is o callous stop to
nondnsl woge increnses in order ta raise the rate of profit and capital acc-
wiudntion, Alesa, o vest cdaplnecenent of Iabour froo the so=cnllad backward
ond etpganting industrisnl bronches towrrd the axpanding ones, partlicularly
those tiel to exports. By endinr the corndition of full aployrent which the
British wirking elass hne known for nearly 25 yverrs (excent curing the Tary
engineered recessisn of 1963-64) they could indeed £a a lang woy townrd
"Hotionelizing"” cepitalist industries, The ailil wes the erusling of warking
clnes resistones to capitalist Blupar 3!1]‘1:-11::‘."-5. L b:&r the eraation of =an
industrinl reserve arny, thet would bonr down BBon woyré inerenses ond even
present wnge stondrris, and thus oversuore the nnin ohetnole whiech nrises froo
the workers' stubborn Jofence of their living standarde and soeial services,
which they have won through long nnd suceessful struzgle, This suployers!
stratezy is olso designed to prepare Frit-in's entry into the Conmon Market on
the nsst ~lvantorecus besis.

firect attack by the copitalist clase through o Tory governaent would
have provaked ao generalize] resistance =f the warking olagsa which eould hava
very well led townrds @ vietorious penerzl strike and consgguent sdeinl and
palitierl crisis for British eapitnlier, In the face of this the Tory party
w28 reostroined by various sectors of British capital froo undertaling such an

yffensive, 'With refined politiesl instinct they frvoured a Lobour gavernuent's

undertaldng of this dirty job, partleularly since 1t would ot first enjoy the
god will and loyrlty of the Werwhelning tinjority. of the working elass., They
calculeted carrectly that a Labour gaverntient eould apply the cuployaers!
pragrocuie Dore directly than ooy Tory Zovarntient sfince 1951 ~nd thet thig
would create divisions, confusion, ond denorslisction insite the woricding ¢loss
sufficiently to reduce t3 o rinisme the "soeinl overhead casts™ of the stresr-
lining oneratisn. The prot Yerr's experience shywe thrt they Jid not 1ds-

aal culate.

Through n skilful use of tha traditionnl nsehine of Iransport House and
A no less gkilful apperl to the basie laynlty of the British working elnss to
the Lobour Party, lilscn hzs besn rble & corry through step by step supnort
ta UuSe inperdirlisn's irty wor in Vietnou, with o de facto recognltion of the
white settlers' opartheicd regite in Rhadesin; a1 taeit sbendontent £ smy
extensin of the soecinl services ineluling the procdsed return to o aaunletely
free henlth service: all this eotibined with the hypoerisy of an Yineores
palicy" - o thinly Mamised fara of wage Ireeze. lhen 211 theae ~aosures
proved lnsufficient to rehabilitnte PFrit-in's siek gardtrlist econony he hrne -

with the enthusiastie approvol of the British bourgeoisie rnd the internctisnal

bankers = gone to the point of stopping free woage boargrinirs betwoen undans
ond enployeras suspenling already sipned controets thot colle! for wope inc-
reases, inposing o totel wape freesze nnd threatening punitive nersure.s for
trode unionists who pesist these Censures with industricl aection. s the oost
of livipg continues to rise partially also a8 o result of same of the neasures
token by the "Mlson governnent and ns the Intter speglilically perniite the
ineransed ipdirect toxes to ba pougsed on to the conswiers, thie polley Jeans
in faet o Jownward slide of real wnpes. The strinpert credit restrictizna
linked with this decline of ronl wores enn nly le=i to o reml recession, 1.a.
nnss unenployoent which is alrendy visible in the present wide layoffs.




Mot tmieh tie need be spent on the cynicisn of these gentlonen who were
returned to power by provdising the workdng claoss €2 aliinnta :telitruut 2f:
periodie wnenployrent inherent in the Taries' "atop zo! ?glicy titiel who mow
revive this very scie policy on o still grecter gcola, + Har shzuld oayooe
who hos stulied the lessone of history be astonished that these 'lobowur
1iantencots f copitzl" who drow their strencth by olcdiding to represent the
interests af the worlring clnss eynically betrsy thess intorssts far the sale
benafit of "ration-lizing" Britcin's ccpitalist econouy. This is the sgle
role played by the Soeial Denserntic leacership of iestern Burope, who hnv1?5 1
intesreted theaselves totnlly into the bourgeais stnte, find the:gelves sbligad
to sove thot stote nnd bourpesis society whenever the soeisl eontralictions
{rpose Jtecisione which the working elsss would never nccept if they conte Iron
the lirect representctives 3f the copit=list cloas.

This trecchersus behnvisur of the Lobour lec’ers hos aroused widespreod
opposition emd inizantion noonp odldtent workers, But it hos olready crented
widespre~! exnfusion nnd (isillusionnent misng the great tess of Iobour
susporters. For then it still ressins unthinlcoble thot their paliticjl porty
which they built through peneratisms »f strugzls and dnnusernble sacrifices,
so a8 to defen! their interests cgminst espitzlisn, should now turn, at least
in its top loyers, iunto nn instrunent for the Jefence of coplitnrl ngrinat labour
Thera is & very rec~l longer thrtwidle oppoaiti:a to 'flsen will slowly nod
gonstontly grow dinsile the Lobour ond imside the TUC, =nd whils these lnrge
bodies will slowly swing to the left, sctusl ndlitont renctlons to Wllsan's
snti-working ¢less policies will rencin episoadic, frogaented and lorgely
iecl=ted fron the zrest nase of the workers. ihile able to cchieve acne porg-
inl recults as the Joorien's strike d4d, they woull be uncsble to prevent the
nain gonls of theeuployers'! policy - 2 cut in resl woges far the hose of wark-
ers ond the recppecrance of o pernianent boly of wpennloyel = fron beling achieved

The Host odvonoed pilitants of the Gritishl working elcsge fugt be very
conscious of this donzer. It is true that the Irifieh workers todoy have a
trenendous eonfidetce in their orgrnized strength. It is rlso true that they
have never experienced sm loportont defect in open bottle for sn entire pene-
eration, They hove experiancet 25 yerrs of undnterruptzl full acplijuent.

J1 this expl-oins the snger and violence of the wirkers! recotiosme to ilson's
botroynls It exolnins why o new nnss left wing will sertainly nrise in the
Lobour Party. This tine, in contrast to the experience of Bevanisn >f the
195018 it is besed nninly on the uwnionised industrisl workers, 411 these gon-
elderaticons are fundooentrl In smesessing the inerecsing 2ifffeul ties wrlth
which Hlson's covernsent will be freed, and in expressing cunfilsnce thot

the British working choss will not perait ite stendrrd of liwing to be cut

==

down without putting up o viporous struselae accicet the efiplayers' offensives

But for 211 this it neverthless ren-ius true thet the cffensive hos
overnll gonls, in every sector of the eccnomy, which contot ba preavented by
Ifraphented recotions of lsolatwd seectors of fthe working ploas. U(nly A gefer=
alise! strugzle by all the nadn sectiong of thot eleoss, for penersl objectlves
and with =i clternotive s-lution onl alternctive lenlership elearly apheardng
before the nsss a»f the working elazs, could recdly cnd Jdecisively lefa-t the
etployers! plen ond "Wlsan's nensures, In the sbsenoe of such a generslised
struggle the nost probable varinnt is thet these plong ot Dapsures will
pucceed with only portizl c.uncessions won froo the povernnent by the avet 0dli-
tant Boctiocns of the working oloss.




Obvisusly the need of the hour is the preparction of a genernl coul=
tor sffensive of the working elass, to defend its pnst gonsuests =nd prasent
gtondred of livipe, =nd to inpsse ~n alternative, truly soecirlist, solution
to the crisis of the British ecsnony ond society. Ta ba oble t@ prepars
and netuclly rezlime such o genernl notion it is necesasry to faoroulote n
elenr progroue >f -etion ond tn schieve the wilest possible unity af action
insile the trode unions gnd the Labour Party for the nobilis-tion of the
workers around this prograie.

4 tejer void that inpedes a wide working class nobilisation is the
absenoe of an clternntive leadership recognizes by the uass of warkars thepe
selves, .s revolutionsry Herxists we ore fully conscious of the neal to -
bPullce 4n Britain = revolutisncry saeinlist orgonisation which, etbolying all
the lessans :f pest nnd present experiences of the British rnd internotional
working closs, could becuone an effective instrusent for lecling the British
workers toweord overtirswing espitslies, But we also cre fully avore of the
f.ct th=ot the osverwhelnimg usjority of the British working alrss is not yet
resdy to f£5llow such on orgonisation nnl thot it will not rea’ily cbandon 1ts
histaries1l nllegicnce towsrds the Lobour Party.

For that reason to restriet -neself to deeclenstory colls for the bulld-
ing of a revolutionary party inastead 2f proposing eancrete steps for carmon
sction to 211 those uniznista and workers, particulsrly within the Lobour
Party ond in the large foctories who =re arousec over Wilson's betrroyal,
~e-ns in renlity to obendon the perspectives of o real struzgls in the ioad-
icte future for the pipe dresns of sectarion self-indulgence, In reality,

a revolutinary orgonisation with = real pass following will be built preciso-
1y through constant and patient efforts by the vongunrd 2 porticipate in a
constructive way in counon activity with the brood asss of the class conscizus
warkers.

Up to now, no repl alternstive lecdlership to the lilson-2rown teon hos
appescre] on the scene inslde the Lsbour Farty, ant no initintive froa the cut-
gide con substitute for such a lenlership. But all slveoneaed working eloas
nilitants snd gonscious socinlists eould ond shoulld undert=le an irediste
effort to regroup rll those sectiona >f the worldng clrss willing t> fight
tha saployers' poalicy aad Wlesan's naasuras around g Girian pooiEhallile . Zuch
a unitg in sction expressed in greot inss neetinge and detrmstrations cnd
widesprea! Iniustrinl netion could becoue in itself o poweriul lever for
orgrnizing -nd strengthening the left forces insile the Laobour Porty =nd put
stronr pressure behind those union lenders who sre preprred to chollenge tha.
enployers ~nd ‘filson, This nlone will pose the innedizcy of an slternntive
aneizlist progroome.

The United Secretoriat of the Fourth Internntionrl is of the opindion that
such a progroiie constituting on smeswer nat only to the ennloyers! offencive
and to the neasures of 'lson but nlso to the overnll erisis of Britdsh
econony and ssclety should be built around tha following central lines:

1. - Imericteedssotiom of-Eho wns Pocinme —nt proctaeotioan T Sull
Proct 11 of Ber Eistl o fop Bheotrolis nuni How



2. Inuediste repesl of =11 snti-union legislation and withirswel of
a1l thre-ts =f lessl pennities agninst unionists defencing the naterinl
intereats of wnion zesbers.

3. Introcuction of = universsl sliling socle of wnges {os, for ex¢1ple
attained in neony fueriesn infustries snd in Belgiun) cutocotically drsuring
cormensurate wage increrses after ench rise in the cost of Mving cnd thereby
=t lenst ‘sofeguar’ing the purchneing power of woges zpoinst the worst erasicn
resulting froo perocnent infleotion. Inmedinte dntroluction of the L0=hour
weelk without refuction of weekly woges, in orlor to estrblish full enploynent

4, Badiesl redustion of ndlit-ry expendituras, zn en’ to the "enst of
Suez” expénse nnd on end to the expense »f the nuglenr lstorrents.

5. NHetioncliz-tisn without eooponsctios of "the biz five banke", the
big insur-nce coupcnios, the aut.iobile, ~drernft rnl cheuienl industries os
well na steel, rll unler workers' econtrol. Siote control over iaporss onc
axports and oversess investoents as n trensitioncl stoge to the establishient
a3f n state nonspsly of foreipn trmde. Gystecatic expomsisn of trede relotions
with the workers' states -n) the countries newly est-blished in the wzke of the
caloninl revolution.

6s Truecizte elaborctisn by the tra’e wnisns of o genernl plam of devels
oprient of the British econany under eoir:in ownership cnil workers! control,
perral to a steep rise of sacisl expenses in favour of the cost disimherdted
parts of the British people, to incrensing collnborcotion wlth the countries
having & snedslismed econony snd with the countries gaing through edlonial rqve
slutions. Such a plan should be designed to free the Dritieh econony and the
har! won socis) prins fro the lietntes of the City nnd of the internctional
bankers, ond to nodarnize tha British econony without inmpoaing the burden on
the warldng clcss,

i Opendng of the books of £l esmployers ond supsression of the ool
ercizl ~nl benking sccrate in orler to expose before the whole counctry the
recl truth pbout the relatliona between the totrl-soount of woges, the tateol
paount of enpitelist profit ~nd the wisme in productivity. Introluction of
cantral by elected slop steuvards over 21l proiuctive gperations in z11 factories
privote o8 well as public. Cmntrol af prices in rebtesil trode by bDousewives"
cormnitteas.

8. Imaeliste return to o conpletely free henlth service, Iranel:d
olousgas to inplenant lows ocorinet roepicl Siserindacstion; vertioulsely 1o eaploys=
pefnt nnd whpe Bccles, Dimedi=te introfuetin of & 215 nstizpnal ndndswn waslkly
wags -for Wworkers; opplicable sxpecially fo woieke: ITooediste socgeleratlon of - a
low sost housias progreocs with o oeblzons) torpet of 250,000 house® a yoars
Drrnatie ecsures to inplenent conprebensive aduertion.

9. TIuneldiate break with Wilson's shrneful support to U.5. duperd=lisn's
acfiresasion in Vietnan. Suprart to the revolutionary freelon fighters of the

South Viet Non INetdonsdl Liberption Front. Hthidrsw recapnition af the rotten
egipon puppet reglae; Bisp naterdsl oesistokice Lo pErreasisn in relaoyeda and

g -

Lrog. HRecagnise the Detisoratie epublic of Vietnon,



10. A eall to all trade unions and orgoaizations spesiing in the
nane of the worlting elnas in Western Europe, to convaie o Enropenn Congress
of Lobour whieh would work out conerete plans for a Socoialist United States
of Burcpe in place of the caopitnlist Cermon Market.

Around these and similar proposals, all left groups ond tondancics
spauldfga quickly ns posaible nchieve n large degree sf gonsensus onoblincg
then td prepore coonmon actim. They should aet in common to hove syalenatic
ally electud trade union delegntes who pledge thenselves to a rulentlese .
strugzle for the inmplenentation of that programue. They sh nld nobilize
thoensolvea to support and extend ol industrial netion of the wirking elzz=a
ip lafeneca 5T their standard of living ond of their oJemenbory righte. They-"
should undert-ks the ntoast effsrts to co-ordinate thelr =“ctizna 20 o reglona
and notisnal basis in order to prepare the grent general wove of the warking
class counteroffensive which will Jefent the employers! policles nnd erizis.

HICH COURT REFUSES TC HEVIEY MITCEELL 'NUREMBERG' CASE

The Supreme Court has ducked the lagal questicns raised by the T{etnem wAE

by declining to hesr the sppeal of Devid Mitchell, who has refused to report Tor
induction on the grounds that the wmar e $1legal. Hitchell has been aenteomced o
& five-year prison e .. He basas hiz defence on the precedent set at the
Nuremberg trisls of Mazl war eriminale, which held that individuzel soldiera are
responsible 1f they commit wer erimes, even 1f they do se under orfdera, Mitchell
charges that the Vietnam war ig a war of aggression, =nd fer hitm te par icipate
i it would meke him & war criminsl. In s dissenting opinion, Justice William
. Douglas declsred that "there is o conelderable body of cpinion that our
antions in Vietnam conatitute the wasing of mn aggressive wart,  According to

the 'Wew York Times!, Douglss sgreed with Witehell's contenslon that he should
have been allowed in his trial for dreft evasion to offer proof that the T fead
“tnten wap violating the NWuremberg Charter, Tougles =sid that since troeties

are g part of U.3. law, an ageuged "droft evader" ahould be pereitted to ralss

in his defence guesticns of the war's legality, whether it wiclates the
Furemberg Charter, whether the Huremberg Charter iz part of TG, law; stether the
war is aggressive, =ic.

At Mitchell's trial, Judge T. Bmet Clarie barred Crom evidence eny testimony
as to the legality of the war or tegtimony on T.8, atrocities in Vietnam,




FIDEL CASTRO QN THE ROLE OF WOMEN
1N BEVOLUTIOUARY CUBA- |from The kilitant.)

Ona -f the principsl gains of the Cuban Revclution 15 the changes it
haa achievad in the status of women in that country. The impressive degres
of equality achisved by Cubsn women since the Hevolution was most recently
teatified to by Georgle Anne Geyer, correspondent for the Chicaro Deily
Hews, in a special report from Cuba last Sept.o-

The systesatic efforts to integrate tha women into Cuba's productive
process, and the benefiodal effect this has had in ezancipating thes from
their previous status was discussed by #idel Csatro in two speeches. T
was his May Day 1956 speech- The other was an address leat December 3 to
the Fifth National Plenary sessiom of tha l'ederation of Cuban Women meeting
in Sants Clara. The follewing are extracts from these apeeches.

s Rkt
From The May Day fpaach:

If there's sor - ing thet really catrhes the attention in these Kay
Day parades, and espeoially in this one, . 73 the prooess of integrat-
ion of women inte the labour foroe.

In the past the possibilities of work for women were axtremely limited.-
In this sense, discriminatlon ceztainly existed. Pubt s2ide from this, it
was logical thet 4n a country where there ware hundreda of thouzands of
men without work there would be little or no work opportunitles for women.
Progatitution.-

We alrealy know what kind of work was ressrved for wemen in the asaplt-
alist sppiety. We know how pre¥alent was the custom among the bourgeolsis
v’ hiring working class women, presaed by neceasity, to work in amsementa
in bars, ss just one more kind of commercisl attraction.

We know of the oconsiderabls numbers of women in our country who were
forced into that most lszentable form of survival that is prostitution.
We know that our bourgscisie had established many trothels in thiz eound-
rv; brothels in every Cuban oity, brothels for the Yankee tourists, for
the Yankes marines, In Havans, in Guantans=o.

Wa know also that the bourgecisie of the regior of Guantanamo were 50
ingratiating that they not only supplied the Kardines with brothsls but
also, on many occasicona, with their own daughters. Ir Guantenamo many
stories are known sbout the parsies that went on at tha nawval bese. Kany
of thase pecple sent their daughters to those partiea. In any event, it
can ba concluded that this type of work is ona of the typea that ocapitalist
society = all capitalist societies - reserves for womem.

It wes not possible, of course, to aradicats thia evwil from our country
in one day. PBut we can say with pride and with satisfaction that just ae
the Revolution has eradicated other vices, such as gambling, for example,
just as the Revolution has rid the country of beggars, Jjust as there are
no longer poverty-stricken children ros=ing the streeta (ard thers is mo
papitalist socliety in whiech there are no begrars, homaless children,
brothels, pambling, vioe and corruption of all kinda), the Rawoluticn has
aldo eradieated practicelly all prostitution frem our country-

Today & tremendous nuzber of dignified and decent sctivities are ppootas-
ible to Cuban women. Many thousande of fuban womon hawve gone iﬂizphiﬁi%h
work during these years of tha Rewolution. [fany thousands of young women
have bBeocme nurses'aidae, aszsistants in the feld of medicine in genaral.
Thousanda of women work in the echolarahip studentzs' centresa.




Othar thousands of women, tons of thousends, are tasnhing, Today tha
numbar of women whoe go into technological institutes and technologioal
training centres is incomparably grester. The fact that the number of
women studring in the schoel of mediodne almaost aquals the number of men,
will serve to illustrate the ides. Thousande of women =re woricing in day
nurseries and thousands are working not only in thase public service joba,
but also in the production of meaterial goodz. Wemen are marking, for ex-
ample in the planting of seedlings in tree nurseries, or planting ecffes
geadlings.

The whole poultry plan of four million - now we have scmewhet over
four million laying hens, and by the end of this year we will have
5,800,000 hens in order to cover our needs all year round - this entlre
important branch of our natica's food production is panned by women work-
ara. Bundreds of poultry centres are managed by womesn. Women hare Jolnad
agricultural prodweticn in othor activities, such as vegetabls produotion,
the raising of calves, and rabbit bresding. In sum, new Job opportunities
are constantly opening up, in which an extroordinary number of women have
found decent, remunerative and rotisfying emoloyment. For that was the
agonizing worry of the immense 1 (s iy ir peopla. How to get a Job?
How to emn & living? It is really ineredible how men suffer in capitaliast
gociety over this vital question, this slemental matter of how to assure
oneaslf of a job in order to eam = docent living.

Therefors, on a day like todsy, this phenomencn of which I am speak-
ing cmm be understood directly as wa sSes the composition of cur labour
foroe. DBut there 1s something more. The women of cur country ars not
orly entering production work en masse, but Are turning out to be workers
of high sfficiency, and we have heard mmy commentaries in pralss af the
work of cur women, of their sense of responsibility and their lack of
absentesism- For this reascn the Revolution is making efforts to areante
more dey nurseries, more schools, to estdnlish more ssheol eafetaries,to
meke it constmtly easisr for women to work. But when we apesk of mallng
i+ sasler For women to work in producticn, this doss not mean simply that
sgciety wishes to help women, not anly that-

Soediety has a duty to help women, tut at the same time soclety helps
jtself coneidersbly by helping women, becsuss 1t means more ard more handa
joining in ths produstion of goods and gervices for all the peopla. As 1%
ig known, one of the means to make it possible for women to work 1s tha
sreation of day nurserles. The women warkera themsslves pay certain
amounts, in agcordance with their income, far their children's care in the
nursaries. But the women who hawe entsred sgrioultursl preduction have the
sdded benefit thst they do not have to pay for the day nursery- and it i=
the intention of the revclutionary government that by tha end of the jear,
that is %o s=ay by next year, no wozan worker will hese to pey for her
children's day nursery. We believe that this will contribute in encourag=
ing Cuban women to work, and we also balieve that this is just. Sooclety
profits from the work of every woman.

Prom The Santa Clera Speech:

Arriving here this evening, I commented to & comrade that thls phenom-
anon of women's participation in the Revelution wasz a revolution within a
revolution. 4nd if we wers asked what the mest revoluticnery thing is that
the Revelution is doing , we would answer that it is precissly this - the
revolution that is oceurring among the woemen of our country! If we were
asked what things in the Revolution have been cost inatructive for us, we
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would answer that one of the most interesting lessons for revolutionas-
jes iz that being offered by our women. You all know perfectly wall that.
in saying this, we are not uttering given words with intent %o please the
campaneras who are here tonight, but that we say it becauas it is what we
firmly believe and feel.

But why is thiz one of the most interesting lessons? You yoursalves
may azk why. In reality, the most honest answe that we could give - and
I assure you that the person who offers this answer is precisely one who
has always believed himself free from prejudice = the answer is, 1 telieva,
that in reality all of us were prejudiced in regard to woman.-

Castrn Prejudiced?

A7, if anyone had ever asked me if I conaidered myself prejudiced in
ragar: to womem, I would “ave sald absolutely not, because 1 believed my-
self 15 be guite ths opposlte. 1 believed that an enormous potantial
force and extraerdinary humen resources for the Revolution existed in our
women. But what has happened? What has oceurred, or rathsr, what is ope-
urring? We are £i-dins that, in reality, this potential force is superior
to anvthing that the most optimistie of us ever dreamed of. We zay that
perhaps at heart, unconsciously, something oi' biss or underestination
axisted. Por events are deconatrating even now the possibilities of women
and the role that wozmen can play im a revolvtionary process in which soc-
iety is liberating itself, above all, froc axploitatioen, and from prejudio-
es and a whole series »f olroumstances in which women were doubly exploited,
doubly humiliasted.

What have we Pound, for example, in regerd to the work of women? I
have becn talking with seversl comrades, and, following my wigit to the
Banao Plan, I to0ld Comrade Milian: " haye the impression that the women
working in this Plan are core responsible and mors disciplined than the
men. I have the ispressicn that they will dedicate themselves 1o the work
with more enthusissm, more passion, more dedication.”

And Milian - although I certainly don't want to glve this comrade a
bad name with the women of Las Villas - argued with me: "Miell, but really
..+the case of the young men who are in the Juragua Flan of the Toung

Communistae-««"

Enthuslasm- :
T told him that finding a spirit of diaeipline end enthusiasm for worx

in a progras involving selacted Young Communists was not =8 extranrdinary
ag finding the same spirit of discipline and enthuslasz in a4 program carrs-
jed cut by women who had not baen specially chosan for thia program, who
had not been chosen by any organisation, but had aimply voluntesred to

de this work,

What have we found? What is being found everywhere in this rewnlut-
ionary program, as far as shp Cuban women are concaerned? Well, we are
finding a whole series of things, such as those I mentioned before: &
great sense of responsibility, grest geriousness, great discipline and
anthusisss. What have we found right here in the province of Las Villaa?
Well, let us take the Banao Flan, for oxacple; this progras was growlng
and needed a cadre. Onmeade Wilian sought & cadre from the Party; Comrade
Santiags Aoosta, from the Santo Demingo gzone, 1 balieve, snd sent him to the
Banac Plan as administrator.

But one day Comrades Santiago Acosta snd Rems Acosta - the specialiat
on technical matters - had to go abroad- They were the men helding the
positions of grestest responsibility in the plan. Someone had to ba
appointed to take their place and we deoided to appoint Comrade Oscria,
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who wae representing the Pederation nf Buban wozen on the directing board
of the plan. e firmly believe that this sven may some day hawve historic
gignificance, for 1t was the first time that 2 women had been apaigned 4G
such & task, not for political reasons or to limpress anyone, but simply
because she had, objeotively speaking, proved herself capabla of heading
such a program. 4nd from that moment on,we thought it would be reason-
atle and an axcellent thing, indsed, to have & woman directing a plan in-
volving thousands of women workers. MNoreover, when it becams necessary to
organise the work brigades, & number of women who had distingulshed them-
galveg fnr their grest spirit of work were chosen as brigada leaders.

This gave us an idea. We had to train a group of technicians for this
type of work and, at first, ten cooredes from the Techmological Institute
had been sent here tn specialiss in this branch of agriculturs. We decided
that 20 additicnal students who ware to be sent here t¢ speclaliee in this
field should be chosen from among the girl students at the Technolegical
Institute. Thus, the workers, tho brigade lesders, and the techmiolana -
that is, the technical and admini trative 2'-ff - is golng to be made up
alecst entirely of women. Yes, .r.msni

This is one of the greds lesascna we spoke about before: ome of the great
lesscns and perhaps one of the grestest victories over prejulices Tthat
have existed, not for decades or centuries, but for thousanda of years. We
refer to the belief that all = woman ocould dc was wash dishes, wash and
iron elothes, cock, keep house and bes children - age-old prejudlces that
placed women in an infericr position in soclety. In effeot, shs did nrt
have s productive place in soclety.

Suoh prejudices are thousands of years old and have survived through
various sncial systema. If we consider capitalisnm, womern - that is,lower-
class women - were doubly exploited or doubly husiliated. a poot ®oman,
part of the working eclass or of a wnrking olass family, was exploited
simply beocauee she was poor, becauss she was & perbar of the working-slass.
dithin Wnrking Class-

But in sdditi~n, altheugh she was a woman of the working class, even
har owh olass looked down on her and under-rated her. Not caly was she
underestimated, exploited and looked down upon by the exploiting classes,
but even within her own class she was the object of numerous prejudices.

85 all these events have been = great lessom to all of us, to every
revolutirnary. NFaturally, a considerable awount of prejudice gtill exiats.
If momen wers to belleve that they have totally fulfilled their rols asg
ravaluticnariss in society, they would be makdng a mistake. It seecs e us
that women muat still fight and exert great gred efforts 1o attaln the
place that they should really hold in scelety. If women in our eountry
were doubly sxploited, doubly humiliated in the pest, then thiz almply
means that women in a soeial revolutlon should be doubly revoluticnary.

And perhaps this is the explanaticn, or at leaet the soolal bagis for
the resolute, snthusiastie, firm and loyal support given by Gubsn women
o this Revolution. This Revolution has really been two ravolutiona for
momen: 4t has meant a double liberation as part of the explclted sector
af the country, and secondly, as women, who wers diacriminated ageinst
not only as workars but also as women, in that soolety of exploitation.

The attitude of the Cuban women toward the Revolution corresponda to
this realdity; it crrresponds to what the revolution has meant to Shem.
ind the support of the popular masses for the Revoluticn 1s directly pro-
portionate to what the Revolution has meant to thez in terms of* thair
liberation.




Thers are two sectors in this country, two sectors of society which,
aside from economic reasons, have had other motives for sympathising and
foeling enthusiassm for the Revolution. These two sectors are the Negro
population of Cuba and the fem ale populaticn. I suppose that you recall
that in Buba's old bourgecis Constitution, there was an article which de-
elared illagal any disericination for reasons of rage or sex.Now ths
protlem of such disoriminaticn has disappeared from our sountry, begaunse
the basis for these two types of discyinmination - which 1s quita simply
the exploitation of man by man - has disappearsd.

Much news reaches us from the United States, for axample, about the
civil-rights strugele for Negroes. Nevertheless, raclal diserimination
in the U.5. will not disappear until capitalist society has disappeared.

* Beed Bevolution.

Discrimination will never be wiped out within the framework of Capit-
alist society. Diserimination with respect 4o race and sex can only be
wiped out through a socialist revolution, which ervadicates the exploitation
of man by man. Now, dosa the disappearsnce of the expleitation of man by
=an mean that sll the conditior: are immed ately created whereby women
may elevate their position in soelety? No. The conditions for the 1ib-
eration of women, for the full development cof women in society, for an
authentls equality of women with man in soeiety, regulre a material base;
they require the material foundations of eocononlo and social development.

I described before the opinion held by many men concerning the funot-
jons of women, and I sald that among the functicns considered to belong
to women was — almost exelusively - that of having children. HNaturselly,
reproduction is one of the most important of women's functions in human
society, in any kind of hurar scolety. But it 1s precisely this funotiloen,
relegated by nature to women, which has enslaved them to a zeries of
chores within the homa-

There is a sign here in front of us, for example, which saya: Porne
million women working in production by 1970." Unfortunately, it will
not be possibla tn have one million working in production by 1570- We
fael that this goal may be resched , perhaps, within tern years, but not
within four- We could propose it es a geal to be reached by 1975 Why
can't this goal be reached in four yesr 87 PEecamse in order to hawve one
million women working in production, we must have thousands of children's
day nurseries, thousands of primary boarding schoola, thousands of school
dining halls, thousands of workers' dining halls; thousands of centres of
soclal services of this type must be set up. Tor if not, who iz polng to
cock for the second or third grade child when he ocomes home for luneh?

. Who is going to care for unwesned infants, or babkiess of two,three and
four years of aze? Who ia going te prepare dinner for the nan when hs
comeas home from work? Who 1s going to wash, clean, all those things?

In other words, in order to reach the soclal goal of liberating woman
from all thess activities that enslave her and izpede her from full ineor-
poration into work outside the home and all thease activities shs can
engage in in soolety, it ia necessary to ereate the neocessary material
base, to attain the necessary social developuent.

It is imposaible to construet the required thousands of children's day
nureeries, school dining halle, laundriea, workers' dining halls, bearding
gchogle in four years. In feet, merely to meet present needs, graat
affort is necessary on all fronta. ULEyerywhere women are working, it has
been necesgary to make a special effort to establish day nurseries, set
up boarding achools and all the necassary institutions, so that these women



could he free to work..-At this stage of scaroity of cement, machinery and
constructlion equipment, the problam can be solved only through maximum
afforts on all fronts: scmetimes at a regional lawel, other times at & nat-
iond or a provincial lewvel, using the rescurces we have at hayid. Hor cen
we expeat the day nurseries to be parfect, that the constructions will be
perfect, or the service- They must be as good as possible, but they csn=-
not be perfect-

These problems will have to be golved in many areas of the country,
1ittle by little. One million women cannot be employed in one day. 4
whole series of ecomomic steps must be taken, and agrioultural plans sat
in metion.

Statistical Study-

1t would be interesting to know how many women have already started to
work in the production of consumers' goods as well as in services szince
the triumph of the Hevolution; low many are working as nurses' aides, tech-
nicians, industrial and agrioculturdl workera. If a statlietical atudy were
made as to how many wosen have begun to work gince the triumph of the Rev-
olution, the number would proba®ly be closa fo 150,000, and certainly no
less than that! This figure, ¢! courss, ir not based on exact gtatistics,
and 1+ seems to us that a study should be zade in order to learn precisely
how may women have found work in newly created joba, in jobe created by
ths Revolution.

Next year the number of women working will be aonsiderably greater.Why!
Becsuse a whole series of plans will get under way,mainly in agriculturs.
Several thousand women are ta be incorporated into the Banse Flan and when
that plan reaches ita maximum developmant, it will require six or saven
thousand women. In Pinares de Mayari some eight thousand women will be
working by springtime. In the coffee-plant nurserles set up for tha 1967-2
soffes-growing plan, 30,000 women will be neaded and many thousands will
work in the reforestation plans, in vegetable cultivation, ard pthar
thousands ere being incorporsted into Jjobs in the oitiea.

Enormous Effoert.

This means that more than 50,000 women will be involved 1n taska re-
lated to production by next year, and this will require sn snormous and
gimultaneous effort to be made, so that all of the problecs
related to the dining-halls, schools and children's day ruraeries may
bte worked out.

I an pgoing to tell you something. Without the incorporation of
women, the Banao Plan could never have gotten off the ground, nor could
the plans for mioro-climate vegetable cultiwation in fOrients Provinoe
have besn carried out. Without the incorporstion of women, the plana
far poffee-growing could not even have been considered. Nawyr of the
plana that the Revelution is today drawing up and baginning %o carry out
sould not have been conceived until the grest reservolr of human
regources that cur society possessas in its women was plearly seen for
what it wsa.

Thesa plans, which stand for gxctraordinary contributions to the
esonemis development of our country, to the inecreased wall=being of
our people, could not have been conceived without the mass incorpor-
ation of women into work. '

P T T Tt L L L Ll



WHAT IS THE CLAS3 NATURE OF THE SOVIET UNION? (PART 11)

By Barry Sheppard.
(Prom The Eilitant.)

The gquestion remains: What is the mature of the Soviet Union 1f 1%
samnot be correctly defined as cepitaliat?

Al]l those educated in the school of 3talin mntend that a soolalist
soodety was established in Russia under his regimo. The Communist Party
pontinues to maintain that spoialism exists thore, while the Progresalive
Labour Party (PL) now says that the USSR has alid peacefully back to

caplitalism.
In reality, tho Soviet Unifon has gons boyond capitaliam but is stlll
far from having reachod sooiaiism. #ven to approach socialiam, a socloty

would have to posscss greater productive power, higher living and pultural
standards, and more frosdom thei. the most =dvanced capitalist nations-

The Soviet Union, despite all 1tn dmpreasi:c gchiovezonts, has mot yoi
coms near that polnt-

Enormous differsncss remain betwesn city and country; there are twe
major olassca, the workers and the pessganiry; thore la no workera'! domoc-
raoy; and tho level of production and aveilable consumor goods romalna
below that in the U-3. The oxistenco of & parasities bureaveracy 1s bath
a rofutation of the claim that socislisa exists in the Bovlet Undon and
an obstecle on the path to soeialism, which will have to be removed baforo
apoialism ecan be established.

Having gone boyond capitalism but not heving reached socialism, the
USSR 48 a transitionsl eoclal formatien called & workers'! state. This
stato in betweon capitaliam and socialism contains highly @ ntradietory
foatures.

In the previous article I ddscussed why the climination of private
ownership of the means of preduction coupled with the axistence of the
nationalized and planned economy and the moncpoly of foreign trade,
differontiates the Sovict Union from capltaliam and gives it a prolotar-
ian class sharacter. Whils these relations of produetion arc the fund-
amentnl determinants of tho class oharacter of Soviet apoicty, wo must
also cxamine the relations of dlstribution.

Bren o sooialist rovelution in the Us3., the most advancod eapitolism
in the worid, could not immodiately guarentoc ths satlsfaotion of all
human noadss That can only be accomplished through the final victory of
workera'! powor and the ercation of a classlesas socloty on o world scale,
on tha basis of a lovel of productivity muech supsrior fo the presont
leval- PFor a time, o workera' state im the U.53. will bo compellod to
spur production and to usc, with various diangsa and mitig=tiona, the
method of labour payment worked cut by capitalfsm: "To cash accerding to
his work."

As Brgnls cxplaincd in Anti-Dubring: "Each now mede -of production or
form of oxohango is in the inning fottored not only by the old forma
end the politieal inatitutions corrcsponding to thez, but also by the
old mode of distribution. Tt is obliged to engapge in & long strugelo o
obtsin the moda of distribution eorresponding to it."

Tho old metheds of distribution=- the payment of lebour accerding to



work and the selling of sommoditics - are inospapable in tho first atages
of the soelalist revolution. A workors' statc can only gradually roplaoce
the prineiple of payment nccording to the worlk performed with the princ-
iple of socialiat distributicn: g ench according to his noeda." The
more backward the soonomy = workers'and poasants'rovelution inherits

from the past, the harder it will bo to ovoroona tho old insquitable
methods of distributicn.

Herah Conditions.s

The young Soviet republic was orippled by all the beckwerdnass of
Czarlisn. The world war and eivil war depleted alroady sxhsustod resourcas,
shattercd industry and led bo fasine. Undor sush eircusstanses, even aftor
ascnonie conditions improved in tho 19208, iho state had atriotly o an-
force the bourgecis norms of distriiution. ¥rom the boginning the Boviet
S4atn took on a dunl charsgter: soeizlist insofar as it defonded sceizl
property in the meaus oi production; bourgeois insofar =s the dfatribut-
ion of 1ife's goods was parried out under bourgeols norss.

The early Sovieot state was i".;hly demsr—tio in stroctura. It was
based upon the dircot, represcntative democrioy of the sowviaets, or couneils
whish began as agencies of ths workars , solalors and peasants in the
rovolutionary struggle, =nd thon boonmo the organs of the new markers'stata.
Bt under the harsh conditions tho Soviet masses fmoed, the state suffercd
fron what Lenin ealled bursaueratic deformations- &8 +tho arbiters over
distribution, Soviet officials werc able to providoe themaslves with gooda
and privilages whish were not ayailsbls to the massss- Those were scall
priviloges,at first. bBut offios-hoiders began to develep o materdal int-
orogt in d inging to thelr positions. OSince Saviot domoerasy - lmpliod
mass control over burcaucrata, the davoeloping stratur of offico-holdors
rosontod and subverted these represcatative inetitutionsz.

Courkod On Ald.

Tho Bolshowiks sounted on the victory of tho revolution in one or
more of the sdvanced countrics to come to the aid of the boleongueroed and
irpoverished Soviet Union. Such aid would hawe enscd the matorial sit-
uation snd cmunterod the forcos cnhaneing the powar of tha burecaucracy-
Fut rovolutions clsewhere either 411 not matarialize or wore dofeatod
whora they did.

Leonin adwoecstod the strengthoning of workers' demooracy as a sounkar
tc burceuerscy.and spent the last years of kis life attespting to cozbet
its growth. In core favourabls circumstances, and cartainly in eny
industrialized country, st a more advsnood stage of wmorlé rovolution,
workers dsmooracy would be atle to sombain and oventually olizinate
Yureaucraey. But tho working class was s small minority in Sovict soo-
iety and had sosn the best of ita fightors cut down in the elvil war-.
Thesa factors, together with the isclation of the reyolution ard the low
standard of living of the masacs, holped 0 dispirit the werkers and
sidpd the burssuerats in their subvorsion of sovict domoeracy.

The turcsucrsoy found its chief spokesmen and leader in the peracn
of 8talin. Given the above objeetivo eonditiona, 8%alin waa éle to lcad
the growing burcaucrasy Lo power, shrough eorrupticn and purges of tha
Bolshevik Party (which, sincs 1t contained the most politically advancoed
woricers, was tho strongast opposition to the turcancracy) and the saviots.
The result of this political countcr-revelution was the asrushing of tha



sovicts and the riss to full power of tha burcaucratic caste. The prine-
iple of "ko cach mocording to his work” 4is inhorontly wnequal, sineo ib
rewsatda amooording to uncqual output. In eddition, the buresudracy, ai
arbitar oyer distribution,could define how much work was warth« Thus
thelr "work" became very valuabls indecd. Having won politiocal auprom-
acy, the burcsucracy was ablas +o amass morc snd moro privileges- The gap
betwsen workors and burcauorats widenod. The burcaucracy developed into
n ogste scparata and apart froo the workers. The axlistence of this para-~
aitic,self-scoking,privilegod caste makes tha Bovict state a far ery from
a hoalthy workers' state = let alone socialism. Te indicate its deformed
nature Marxists call it a turesucratically degenerated workora' stato.

Reactionary Holo.

The buresueracy views all problems from the nerrow standpoint of its
special interests. It 18 a fFundamentally conscrvative formation which
dosires to maintain its position,privileges and pewer and keop things
ganorally as they are. In international ralations it aspires to make
peace with imperialiss, in the +»in heps 4906 the imporialista will lat
the Scviet Union alone- In retarn for a pru:lse of live and let live,the
bureancrats are ready to wse their influence in the world courunist move=
sant ta sell out revoluticns. Having lost all faith in the wordd revolut-
ion, the bursaueracy transformed the wordd’a Comsunist parties into doelle
sppendages of its foreign polley - presaure groupa sacking alliances with
Meood" capitalists. This policy was first projected by Stalin in the
dootrine of "socislism in ons country". The zame peliey is now oalled
"sasooful cosxistence.”

The reacticnary role of the burcaucpacy in defending and axtending in-
oquality and repressing demoeracy within the Soviet Undon end rotarding
and betraying the struggle for world revolution, does nou mean, howewar,
that it is capitalist. The bureaucracy's own privileges flow from ita
position in the nationaliged and planned sconozy whioh it 1s sbliged to
lofend and develop, poorly and in its own wey. To call the Jgviet Union
oapitalist because of the many crimes comnitted by the bureancracy would
be like saying the AFL-CID iz no longer a workers' orgemisetion becauss
{ts lesders uphold capitalism, support the war in Vietna, dentt offer tha
workers proper leadership, and wote themselves enormous salariss. In faot
the unions remain workers' organisations in spite of the buresusrats. The
job ahead of the workers is %o tuild & new,olass strugele leadership
whioh san throw the buresuerats out, democratize the undons and =ake Ghem
effective instruments to combat big businesa.

8inilarly, the job before the Soviet workera is to throw out the
Saviet bureaacrats, re-instituts sovlet demoerscy. and in the process
build a new olass=struggle leadership in the traditicn of Lenirn and Trotaky.
Earx and Lenin.

It is instructive to note that,in detailing the gricas of the Boviet
laaders, Progresaive Labor,which follows 8talin and Keo,does not mentlon
the lack of workesrs democrecys To Marx and Lenin workers democrady wed
the wery life breath and life blood of the sooialist movement,whether it
®as preparing for power or had won it. The re~inatitution of soviet de-
mooTacy,now poasibla on & higher plane than ir the sarly Soviet republic
therks to the suscesses of planned sconozy, will restore ths workers state
in Ruasis to health. The struggle againat bureaneratic domination will
santre around this desand which expresses the deepeat needs and interests
of the Soviet workera.




Progrossive Lobor's analysis,then, defaults on two major aapecta
of the Bnelot Unlon. First, by incorrectly labelling the Soviet Union
sapitalist, it calls into question the necessity of defending tha Tirst
workera' stats from imperlalist sttack. BSecond, Progressive Labor
prasents false and misleading conoeptions on how the Sovliet magses can
return the Soviet Unlon to the path of Lenin.
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ek prOFTTS Contdnued from page 19

At that point he was interrupted by Senator Llark, wha psked: "The cost is -
poing up very fast, is 1t not . fusaell's oryptie reply was: "Yes, the
coat of aircraft ie going up capidly.” hether the two seaatora wera more ¥
concernad sbout prices or demiis in this eollogquy is something mown only to
themselved.
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00K _REVIEW:
Al INTRODUCTICON TO THE LOGIC DF HARXTSH

BY GEORGE HD_EJ’LE_'R
(Herit Publishers,Neow York.

The nine lectures printed in this book were dalivered to a New Tork
avdience in 19L2. This fourth edition, which contdna the leoture on
"The oategories of dialsctical logic", indicstes the increasing demand
for ths book in tho sixties. The growth in this demand is something
that cannot be easily explained by those who maintain that "dialectics
js mysticzl nonsensc that no semsible person can comprehend or apply."
It pan,on the other hand, be sasily understood by those who have grasped
the essertials of dialecticsl logio. In fact, tha history of this boak
might well be used as an illustration of its theme. That 18 to saay,

the incroasing demand is not slrply a rotleotion of ita intrinsic merits
of a rare and 11luminating clarity; it reflects also thoe growlng urgency
of the nesd for ¢ 2coial tranaformation that will eliminate the threat
of annihilation that hmgs over the entire human spacies.

More and more people are bosluning fo usderstand that the required
transformation is contingent upon the = < lutionary abolition of eap-
italism from the whola world. They are reclising, too, that mest of the
professsdly revolutiomary porties have no intention of ever leading =
revolution. Thus, 1f one wishos to know whioh party to join., one muat
begin by equipping oneself with 'a knowledge of the principlsa of dial-
ectical materinlism. Novack's book provides an excellent introduction
to that knowledgs- Henoe the increasing deman 4-

By starting with an examination of the axiome of formsl logic, the
suthor traoces the hilstorical development of the science of logic, point=v«
ing out that human thought develops and changes with human society. The
axioms of formal loglc are wvalid only if we asaume that the uniwverss to
which they apply is static and undvaging. BPut the raal world is always
changing; "complex forma of motion, evolution of tha spacles, ths dav-
elopment of sociasty present formal logle with diffisulties...The un-
questionable universal proocss (of change)forma the materlal foundation
of the theory of dislecticel logie-" Dislecties, then, emerges from s
oritical examination of fermal logloy =pd its limitationa.

Novack glvas us & very olear pioture of the contributlon that Hegel
pmade to the construotion of a logic of changs, and of the radlesl dee-
gelopment from this effscted by Marx when he substituted a materislist
philosophy for Hegel's idealism. "Marxist logic - the disleectlo - tekes
an unambiguous stapd on the relations botween the laws and forms of
thought and the rest of reality. What goea on in the minda of men,bhath
in substance and structurs, is inscparable from what happens in thelr
soclal relations ard the physical world."

"Just aa Marxism denies the eternal reslity of ospitalisz, so does
it deny eternal wvalidity to the forms of thought most charectoristic
of auch olass sooieties as capitalism." Using telling examples taksn
from oontemporary history, both in the leectures and in the prefasce to
the third edition {1963), Wovack wividly illustrates the dialestical
process. "The science of logle®, he writea," has to break through acd
gmash the petrified shell of formal logic." It is diffiocult for us to
rid our =inds of habdts of formal thinking , absorbed from accisty,
but Novack lsaves no doubt about the superlority - and necassity -
for the use of the dialectje in ocur thinking.




BOOK REVIEW: npg (A4STROPHE IN INDONESIA: (Nerit Publishers,USA.50c.)

Oetober,1965, a catastrophic milldary fasoiszt coup in Indonsais, backed by
imperialism, overthrew = Communiat Party(FKI) of three nillion mecbers,
massacred & loesst 125,000 people and jailed 250,000. Subtitled :Three
srtioles ow the fatsl sonseguonces of Communist Party poliey, this pamphlet
bty Beneat Mandel, editor of the Belgian socialist weekly,la Gauohe; the
Undtad Sacretariat of the Fourth International,and T.Boedarso, himsslf a -
young member of the PEI,now in sxile,performs the vitally important task
of snalysing the causes of the disaster and drawing the essential leasond
from it. Too often have the workers snd peasants, strugeling for liber-
ation, been betrayed by false thaorias, compromise end opportunism that
always play into the hards of ferocious counter-revoluiicsd.

In his introduction,Josenh Hansen, editor of The Militant,further
stresses the intermational ccrcoxt of the defest. He mees it s3 o grave
set-back both to the solomisl revolution and to the international workers'
movement: it magnifies the dwmger to the heroic strugele of the Vietnamess;
it has heightensd the politicl “onalon= ir China, which iz revealed as
playing sn opportunistic role [n {ailing, »4 less than the Boviet Unionm,
to oriticise the policies of the FEI in Indonesia -fathered indeed by
Stalinism.

Ernest Mandel underscores the fallure of the PEI lesderahip %o prapara
the workers and peassnta for the take ovar of power by armed struggle,
besing its fatal tectics on a false assesamant of the nature af the stats
in 8 country nominslly independent, but still goonomically strangled for
tho profits of imperialism. Peasanta are still landloes,workess hungry
for employment, becauss the real master is still imperdislism and its local
agonts. These are problems that the workora and pessants must grapple with
in Africa, Latin Americs and Asia. The Statement by the United Secrotariat
of the Fourth International amplifiss the erroncous tactics of the PRI
lendars who boasted about their closs oollaboration with the Indonesian
bourgeoisic and its spokesman, the demagogue, Sukerno. Insida tho facade
of what was falsely desipgnated a "people's state", the recetlonary forces:
the army generals,ths comprador bourgooisie and semi-fieudal lardownars
made their prepamations for unlseashing terrver and repregalon.

T.8pedarsc's analysis of PKI policy is relentlessly forthright; it be-
tokans the determination of the young sector to utilize the lessons of
this grim misdireotion that left the poople ocompletely unprepared.- !The
most fundamental error," he writes, "was that the FEI believed that acoial-
ism could be achieved by peaceful means." Agdn end again they seissd pri-
perty of the foreisn imperislists, or ccoupied plantat ions and factories,
only %o be driven out by the S3ukammo regize, with the help of the srmy.

Yot the PKI leadership restrained this militency with the treachercus
slogans of "agreement through consultation” and "a United National Front"
with the "national® bourgesigie. It was not a revoluticnary front led by
the warkers; it was collaboration,with the initiative ir the haddas of the
enemy. Hepudiation of ths amed struggle of workers ard peasants - he
writas - was a PEI pelicy as flar back as 1945, when, in the newly proclaimed
republic under Bukarno, the pecple's srmed unita were disbanded. Even after
the ocoup of Ootober,1966, the PKI issuod no clear directiwves to the people.
Howevar, "ths revolutionary movement has net been destroyed - it
samnot bo," writes Scedarso. Tha present ocorrupt regime can solvs none
of the countrr's probloms. The workers themszelves ara zounting armed
roslgtonce in Centrsl Jave and other lslands = end they heve learned =

grim lesaon-

=
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1966 A% PROFITS by Ed Smith, from 'The Militant!

Ho matter how you look =t it, =ar is sood business for cacitaliets. Tith initial
reporta in on earnings for most imerican sorporations in 1966, it is evident that
profits in the war ndustries outpoced profits in the rest af the economy by
almost three times. And this is true despite the feet that profits [or the
economy as s vhole reached neow higha in 1966, According to the PFabrusry 4th
'Susiness lieek'!, corporate profits for 196C were roughly 8.1 % higher than
corporate profits for 1965, in America as a whols, Turing the sams pericd,

voges for workers in mamufacturing anfustries inoressed only 4.1 s mnd if you
tare into considerstion risins pricee and higher taxes, the purchasing poweT af
many workers sotuslly declined l=mot year, The scoampenyine table shows the
profit increases and volure of war production for 20 af the 30 prime War

contractors ss ran’ed Ly 'Tusinesg "esk!, December 3rd. These figures Are braad
on preliminary reports which may bo rovised hefore these corporations lssue
final 1966 figures lestar this sprins (I did n-: have comparabls figures for the
other 10 top war contractors inm 'Hocinss et 1+ lieting. Profit figures for

inatance, were available fer Taigar Induetrieg, rvenked 13, and Rariheon H
ranked 163 but I waa unable tn estimate the volume of w=ar contreete in these two
sompaniea. faytheon marked s &7 profit jump las% year, and “adser Tndustries &
Fantagtic 007, )

“yen #o, the pleture emerging from these 20 poreoratiems ia sigmificant. The
averase profit increase was hither than 208, cowpared mith the A, 1% for the
econcoy as & whole. And ~1th two axceptions, the rule was, the more the cantracts,
the hisher the profit rate. The sieaptions vere twa gireralt corporations, United
and Poeing. Both of these glants goturlly recorded sales incresses in 1966,

but their profits “eclined, largely besause ther invested lsrre sums in new

plants and machinery. Tha othar three gorporations in the teble which showed
declinins profits were meinly hit by recessioh of sales of coneumer items

which began late lrat year. loth nemerel -otors and Ferd sold fever cars in

1966 than in 1965, And both soroorations would heve dona o good deal worse

i it hadn't been for their substantisl government armtracte. If you nerrow it
down to cotporations which do owver 5 of thelr fotal buaineas with the governzent,
marked by "A"™ in the disgram, the profit story waa even nore spectacular. Fer
thees ten corporsticns, profit increases averaged 2% in 1966 !

Why do war industries do sc well ¥ ‘The snsver ig gimpler they have a guarenteed
mariet snd guarantasd high prices. Last yeer's s=les wera apurred %o new highe
by the escaletion of the wary and prices were spurrec to new highe by profit
hungry corporations. In one undustry after another the story was the pema
mHartin Farietta Corporation reslised a 21,1 increage in profits laat yaar", the
\Wew York ‘imes'reported, "on & sales inerease of 11.1%." Of course, foctual
detslls on the concrete prices of weapona gnd cuantities sold are nearly
imposeible to et since thew are slapsified by the Tentmpon. In the comime yeaar,
it is apparent that ‘ashington 1is slenrin- 8 large inercase in 1ts budses for
sircraft. Dut it is another matier to determine how cuch of thie reflacte an
ssealation of the war and how much reflects an eacelation ef pricas.

Senator Richard fussell, chairmen of the prmed Serviees Uomzittee, stated in a
Sahate debate on Mebruary 24th: "The value of sireraft loat in fiseal year
1966 ending last June) is estimated to e 900 million dollars., The eatimated
value of sirereft lost in fiscal wvear 1967, some of which, af oo TEE, lleE
shaad, is estimated to be 1.6 billich dollars." Cont'd on poge 16




