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THE INTEHRNAL CHRISIS IN CHINA

{The following ls tho text of a stetoment issued by the United
Secrotariat of tho Fourth Intometional on November 6.)

[1) Tho crisiz that has shaken the Chinose Compunist perty during
rocont monthas 1s undoubtedly tho gravosat ainco the Mao Tas-tung group assumod
leadership of fho party. It has boon marked by profeund diviaions at all
lovola, ineluding the Political Bureau; by battleos smong tondencies in all the
main ficlds, by an cxtremely violont typs of strugzle; by the intervantion of
scartiin asctora of tho massca stimulstod by the ruling group ond by various
efforts to curb this intormaniion.

I% ds diffieult to dolinoate oxactly tho astual devalopmont of tho
erisias, 1ts crigin and thé compoalition of the groups opposing each other
yaatordoy nnd todoy: It is likwise difficult to establisk whother the Meo
group began with an oworall tactical snd stratogic plan from the firat or
whother tho loadors ware largoly tekan by aurprisc in the evwents that enzued
and made succesaive adaptations coarrceponding to tho wicissitugas of the
orisio.

In o general way, tha following phhsas can bo distinguilshed.

(n) & first phnac oxtonding from Novomber 1866 o tha ond of April
1%6 in which the ruling group seomed o be foeling out the ground, provolkirg
soomngly socondary polzmice but et the semo timo putding agross without fan-
fara a rooricntation or rectification in eevtoin basic sactors {earoy, industzy ).

(k) & phase extending from May to the end of July 1966, markod by an
affensive against the Poking group fmd soma aminent intelloctuels; end by tho
firat wave of the "eultural mevolubiont,

(c) & phase oponed by the August plonum of the Central Commitise
invelving now conflicta at the top, the second wave of the "ocultuwrsl revolutionf?
pnd the formation of tho so=-colled Rod Guarce,

Tha third phasc doos not yot soem to hawe endad and the situatien
remoins chorgod with poasibls brusk new flare-ups ond changes.

(2) In tho first two phasea of tho crisis, the dominont thome
advanced by the zuling group was affirmation of the primecy of politica in all
domains, PBoyond the sloganaoring and rituslistie roeferonces to Meo's thooght,
the recl contont lay in the doterminnticn of the porty &nd stato burcancracy
to dofend mnd consolidate its hogomony in relation to othar ssctors of the
bureaucracy nnd t0 any netual or potentisl eentrifugel tondency. The confilet
becams coneroblzed in a coafrontetion of difforent spoclfic poaltiocne on
problems dealing with perapocsive, partly immsdiate, partly intermedlate or
long. Tange,

In the milisory demain an fmportant group = whoso spokaaman waa quits
1ikaly the ohlof of ateff himsolf, Lo Jul Ching - sought fo secura ralatlve
autonomy, stressing tho doclaive aignifiocsnce of technigun in a modorn war.,

This group vory likely also cmphnaizod the nicossity of ro-oatabliashing tho all-
inneo with the Soviet Unicon, tho militery support of widoh wos comalidorod



irreplacesakls in tha ovent of imperiallst asgression agalnst Chios. Tha Maos
Lin Piog gproup upticlds the idos of tho primacy of politilcs over tochnigue in
military mattora. Thoy omphosizZe concrotoly a comcopbicon of tho army more
linksd to tho traditions and expericnces of the civil war snd the =nid-
Jnponagas atrugelo, Those treditions and axperienceos were consldered the oply
valusble ocnes in-the - ovent of & cenventionel typo of woar by imporinlis=n on tha
Asian cantinent.

In the domain of industry, two cmforences hold last epring roe-
affimmed in tho most cmphatie woy tho idae thet tho gulding relo 1n €he plantae
mast boe pleyoed by tho party, that any teclhmoeratle tondency must be extlirpated;
and , 1n genoral, anyono muat be fought who sought to glve primacy to the
spoeinlista and to introduce in oconomic menngomomt eritoria like thosa sprond
during rocont yoors in tho oviot Uiion sand in the other Europoon workers
atatos,

I the T1ald of culture, the ruling group was still mores obvlcusly
intont on blocklsg ony contrifugnl tendemcy, ony "autopnomist! tondoncy whoso
auccess, oven if omly partial, could hawe soriocus implientions cxtonding to
the entirc political nromn, In reviving argumonts sdvenced among athora by
Ehrushchov at the timo of his lnst confrontetion with the intellsctunls, Mro's
partisans continuocusly pointed to tho dapgor that critieal, cppositionist
movamonts in tho cultoral sphere could bocoms tho wohicles of o political opp-
pgition, It wns not by aceident that the adversaries of thoe mling group
wero accused of oporating liko a potontinl oppeoaition party and of wanting to
provole & repetition in €hina of the Hungarien oxperioncea wilth tho Petofi
circla,

If the impertances which such polemies hawve in tha ayas of the Map
group iz to be undorstood, its intorprotation of Soviet dovolopoonta zinca
Stalin's death snd the Twontioth Congrasa havo to be berme ip mind, According
to the Maoista, the wvictory of rovisionism dates from thet f$ime, and the
bresches were oponed step by stop by the promulgation of a wholo now sarios of
critorin rnd concepts, and by tho soddon spposrance of multipla eontrifugal
tendencics within the burenueracy itsslf, The ending of uncontosted and
abaolute cmbrol by the political burosucracy reprossnted omo of the major
eouges of an unfolding process which, 1% must be remembered, to the Chinoso
represants the progrossive restoration of capitaliam.

fceording to tho officinl documamta, forelgzn policy probloms do not
lie =t tha heart of the confliet, It 1is portilcularly symptomatic that thare
iz not the least nllusion to diffarences on th wor in Tiatnem or o tha Oot-
ober 19685 sventa in Indopesia, Newvorthelsss, it ia certain that on intornationsl
gquéstions, the polomics doveloped with porticular shorpress and intsnalty Aand
the increasingly dramntic eourse of tho crisie wes deforminod to n largs degres
by the course of the sitmation in the Irdochina psninsula, particularly follow-
ing tho intensifiention of the csenlation and tha incresaing dangor of imper-
ialiat aprregsion ngnipnst the Chinese republio.

(8} In accordanco with long-standing bureancretic tradition, ths
idens sdvanced by critical olements and oppononts are not dirsctly exprosscd
by thoss inwelwved, but indicetod by tho group that winag cut, The very enormity
of cartain secusations, the ropotition of stercotyped clichos wacd many timos




in other contoxta, tha positions taken in recont yeers by soms of the main
figuros undor firo, suffice to plaecs in doubt the mccurscy of tho worsion
offared by tha Mao group. Lcoording o thom the entire opposition sdvosstod
put-end=-out Khrushehevist orientntions end mnds common couse with foress
sasking the rostoration of capitalism, Thoe real question at 1ssuo is most
certninly not the reastoration of capitaliam, Whot is invelved sssontiaslly

is an intraburccucratic conflict, affecting vorious layors, over shat lime to
adopt in rolation to crucinl issuss of tho prosont atags and to the long-
ronge probloma of parspectlwe confronting the bursagcratic laedership at this
stage. Tho spocific social woight of bourgscois ond restorstionlat forcos in
the dynamies of Chinose socisty is aftar all megligible and any explanation
of the current crisis bnsed on the hypothasia of n dongerous upsurge on their
part ¢an ba diamissed as folso ond tondentious, Moroowmr, if the ruling
group had wished to strike harder at these forces, in portieunlar, by ending
thoir still existing priviloges, thoy could howe done so rather ezaily without
touching off & erisis in tho party.

Tho Mao group, howewar, was up agninst renlly eritical olemonts ond
oppononts of difforent orlentationa, Thers is no doubt that for yeara tend-
encles have existed in Chinn thot could be legltimately charsctorized as
Khrushchovist, in the sense that thoy have eriticized tho concopta and att-
itudes of the present losdership on the basis of a stand enalceous to that of
tho lesdars of the Soviet CP and most of the Communist porties.: But thore
aro alsc somé who eéspecimlly denounce tho bureaucratic methods of tho ruling
group (referring at timea to the battlos of ton yonra ago), its extrems
eactarianism; and thorefors probably nlso cerdain opportunist orientationa on
koy guastions of the intornntional workors movoeont. Tho offiols) documonts
thomsalves have aolluded on ¢ numbcr of oecas-ions o tho cristancs of critical
laeft elemonts [ "loft opportunists, aceording to the woll-kncwn tarminoclesy).
Thoro 1s no doubt oithor that commencing nt given morwsts centrist tendencios
dovolopod cither in relation to "ntermoadiato poalticns adoptod on zoveral
political or tacticel preblams or im relation to a coneiliatory attituds
aimed at blocking = complote rupture betweon the opposing groups and at
aroldine: a falt accompli,

Under the present conditions it is impossibls to evaluate with
certalniy the relative strengzth of the different opposition tendenciss.
But it is elser that the "Krushphewist' tendency can be congidersd the most
dangerous for tha Mao grouwp in the immediste period ahasd, particolarly becsuss
of the pewsrful internatlonal support 1t might have and which a leftizt
tendency, moving toward a revelutlenavy Marxist orlentation, clearly would
nat have,

(4) The strugsle has tummed out to bs probadly much sharper and
moch lepger than the ruling group counted on when it took tha Initiative,
That 18 why it has raisad the temor of 1ts harangues and conducted csmpaipgns
at a frantiec pace, culmineting in the demcmatrations of Aygust-Zapt epber and
the actions of the Red Cuarda, The plenum of the Central Committes, follow-
ing a battle lmating sore months wng held after the eliminntion of Qhiaf
of Staff, of Feng Chen and o whole series of other lsading figures and was
the scens of dramatie conflicts. The Mac group won' by a very closa marsin
after ¢eding somo concesslons, at lenst on paper, perticularly fto the
centrist alements.



The explanatien for this new outbresk of the struggle 1s to be
found in two facts; on the one hand, the first wave of the 'eultural
revolutlon' ran into vigorous resistance; and on the other the isclation of
the Chinesa OF in the imternoticonsl Communist movement boesme groatsr
following the eztrangemsnt of the Nerth FKorsens, the brozkawsy of the
Japanese, and the diffieulties encountered with the Nerth Vietnsmsss. Bat
cnce again it was the eourse of the wer in Vietnam, with #s now phasea of
eacalation andths growing threat of an attack on China, that provoked a
new coenfrontation at the level of the top laecding bodiss themsolves.

(6) The sseond wave of ths 'eultural rovelutien' and the foma-
tion of the Red Guards wers the products of s situstion of this nature
within tho party. In face of resistance and hositatlon of all kindas, the
group Lsssmbled around Mao and Lin Piag decided to mobilize the massos
partially and to gain & new instrument of pressuro capable of boing used
against o part of the apparatus of tho party snd the stato. The dociasion
was to tako o distinectly limited sector - the stodent masses - with which
the Mao group wanted to establish close rolations and which it alsc con=
gidered it could control mnd channalizo more casily, It is navertheloss
gpignificant that maases wara called on to intorvans in intra-burasucratic
confliets and that Mao and Lin Piso, in order to fiobilizo the atudenta,
woro obliged to uso ldsological themos that could have a favoursblo acho
mong more redieslized and politically econselous layors (aco, for oxampla,
in tho l8-point document the affirmation of tho domceratie rights of
minorities and tho reminder of tho democratic rovulutionary tradition of
tho Communo ),

Tha Red Guard movomont thus hed n frctional origin, and its aim
as outlinod in innumerablo toxts, is ossontially to holp tho Mac zroup
fight its advarsaries, including those within the politienl soetor thet was
profoundly split in tho courso of tho struggle, But tho weapon of the Red
Guards proved to be wvory dsngerous and thréatanod to become transformod
into o bocmorsng. As o matter of fact at lonat somo sgetors of tho move-
ront did not limit thamselvos to sinping the preises of Moe, spresding his
workas ond destroying foreign aymbole, Thoy socusht to tronalets into
proctice gertaln current ideclogical slogana., In other words $hoy bogen
to oet not only undor the inspirction of anticapitaliet and vaguely anbi-
conscrvetive sontimonts but wont se far as to attack privilsgoa of tha
biroguprscy ond o bolld a firpo under soma of tho buroauerats, inoluding
those who succoeded tho Pong Chon group in tho Poking 1::41:1:31:'5;:11:. It waas
difficult Tor tho ruling group to donounce the infiltration of tho onemy
into tho party nnd stoto ot every level, and at tho same time to domagoglc-
ally exploit the real equalitarisn aspiratione of tho masssa, without having
tho movamont inspired in this wa hitting nlsp a% the aymbols of bureau-
cratie powor and tnking on tho sottling of eecounta with cortsin offioials
ind rdling bodies of tho party 1taelf., It is of course Aifficult to dile-
tinguish botwoon ths spontenoous movos undertaksn by the Rod Cuards and
1etiona undortaken on decisions from above, But a whels sorica of facka
cnotinting from various sourcca a8 well as a sorics of warnings and offfioial
appeela for order simod, from all the ovidoneco, =2t siowing down and channele
izing tho movement, testify to the fact thet tho stodsnts, to acmo cxtent
at lonst, struck blows ngninst somo roprosentotives of the bursaucraey, toeo,



nnd were ready to unleash actions which. the bursaueracy as s wholo had
good Tengons o halt as gulekly =28 posalblo,

(6) Tha issus remains wido dpor nftor the now wave of thas
"eultural rovolution' ond the ruling group doos not scom to havo besn ahkle
to re-betablish o rel-tively stable oguilibrium within i%s midat. Tho
opposition to its policlios and the roasistsnce t¢ the netions it sponsocra
continues on 8 vost scale, oven thoush 1%t cmonetos from various scctors
ond from differont and ovan oppoesed points of viow. Tramrtie chanpos and
abrupt turns could still oecur in 3 roleatively short tims.

A factor that acoeloérated the ssttling of ececounta, maldng the
orisis so dramatic is, as wo have scon, tho porapoctive of the (Hpesa
loadors, that an imporinlist mggrossion will probably be Isunchod in the
short run. It 1z precisoly with this in mind thet the Mao group sought
to reinforca its positions, to elimipnte all resistance, organizing even
a psychclogical mobilization (this operated pnrtiewlarly in tho formation
of tha Hed Gunrds ond in tho choiee of criteris for their organizZation and
of the ideclogicrl themea)., On their glde, the adworsariea of Mao end Lin
Pieg were drown Into a fight in order bofore it wos too 1nte, to change =sn
oriontation which thay considared falsa, 1If on agprossion setuslly dosa
teka pleco, sll the hypotheses end positlons will rapidly be testod,

It i3 possible novertholesa that thoe Mso group likewiso beliaves
that the porapoetive of war ean ba avoldod, Certain capoeta of its ro'omica
in recont monthe (particularly in tha fialds of industry ond coonomic
dovolopment ) acguire meaning in the light of this hypothaais. If thia
turned out to bo the easo, tho problem would be posod in loss drametic and
urgont torms, tho tonsions would not bo of en oxplosive neture in tho
immedists futuro, Bot the ruling group 18 procecipiod with proparing a
long strugslo egninst tondoneles that today aro at1ll rolstively waak and
with eliminating ot onco sny ineipient evelution iike that in the USSR ot
tha timo of Khrushehow and his succcsaora,

In eny casa, tha Chinase loadership will emarga muoh waakened
from this test. Up to now the massca sow it ap homogoneous and strong,
standing in the tradition of the wvictorious revcluticn. But divisionas
have appoared openly and tha woar and tear hos proved to ba sorious, From
onow on tho losdorshin will be judped by tha cadros =nd actiwitles and aleo
by the brood mossca in a much more eritienl and questioning splrit, This
could froilitate the formation of A now npuard.

() In the course of the rocent criais, scmo pecople agnin advancod
the theais that China iz undorgeoing 8 Stalinist cyele spalogous to that of
the USSH aftor Leanin's death,

Without roposting all tho arguments advenced by tho moaclution
of our lnst world tongroas, wo gon nota, howowvar thot tho intornoticnal
politienl sriontotions of tho Chinese CF, howovor much we have eriticized
thom, cennct be ogueted to the traditionsl Staliniat linos of policy; and
as for damestie poliey, particulnrly sconomic policy, tho specifie traits
that we have emphaalzod mony timos still exist, In eddition it must not
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who, &8 o rule sppoar to romcin members of tho party and, In ceptain chses,
of the Contrel Committos. Aa for relotions with the masses, tho methods
poculinr to the Maoist loadorship, mors inelingd to burcausrntie patornal-
ism then to measurss of ropressiom, heove not boen abandoned and 1% 1s
particulsrly aignificant that oma of tho most froquent ldoclogical thomas
odvencod by the ruling group is the ono deoaling with goualitarianism which
the Soviot buresucracy hos gondemned sinec the thirtiss as inspired by
potty-bourgeols concapte. But abova all it should be noted that after
Lonin's death the buresucracy rose victoricuely, suceseding in comsolidet-
ing $ta hogomony - if only tomporarily from tho historic polnt of viow -
agninst tho forcos that rosistod it, Tho Chinoso evonta of today however
aro unfolding within tho framework of the world crisls of tho burcsuorntic
systom that oponed up with the broak betwoon Stolin =nd Yugoslavin, oxplod-
inz in tho Polish and Hungarian October 19 1966 and roachinz A now stogo
with the Sino-Soviet conflict of the Bixties nnd =1l ita multlpla ropoxr=-
aueslons,.

{8) The curront crisis hos boon markod up to now much moro by
the intro-burcaueratic conflicts thon by confrontaticons botwoen the masaos
and the buroaueracy ns A wholo, It exprdssca in the fipal analyels tho
l1imits ond eontrndietions in the eoncepts and attitudss which tho Chinoao
lcaders have adoptod since tho porded of 1958-5%9, under tho pressura of
netionnl end intorpatiennl events. It alase roflects the prosgurc of
factors whichare relovant today, bo it only ms gencral tendaneles, and
most strongly thosc which chorngterise tho preacnt internntiomal situntion,
to wit, tho erisis of the cummunist movemont mnd the imporinlist aggrossion
in Tiotnom,

Lo the Fourth Intornational hos strossed from the time when tho
first indientions of tho conflict betwoon Moscow ond Poking bocome mopifest
tha spoeifie chisctive conditions in which it ocourred impellsd the Chinasa
loadership to ndopt more progresaive ovorall positiopms than the concapta of
the CP of the USSR e posturc more likaly to get o favoureble roaponss firom
loft~wing curroents in the intornntionnl workors' movamsnt, But ginea She
Chincee losdorship ramti:ed within tho framework of 2 burcaucratic rogiig,
1ts Telativoly mord progressive peaiticns could not zo boyond cartaln
limits; moroover At A glven moment, thoso prosrossive foatures tandod
incvitably to bocomo dissipatod and thoe Chinoss bureaueracy could not avold
growing difficultios and a gonuine inpRsSa.

In the fisld of intornotionnl policy, it was partieculerly in
rolation to tho erisis in Indonesia =nd tho course of thse wor in Vietnam
that the Chinces posltions undsrwent o sovero test. The maintonanca,
doapito oriticisms lawolled ngainst Khrushehevism, of cut and out cpoor-
tunist oricntaotions with regard to cortoin noticnsl beourgeolsieas of the
eolomizl or ex—coloninl countrias, end the detormination fe subordinate fo
n largo dogres tho nesds of tho antienpitaliat revoluticnary struggle of
the mossss to tho diplomatie noodas of the steto unguwetionably contributod
to thc tragic dofeat of the Indonsaisn CP, tho most faithful slly of the
Chinese CP for n number of yonrs, The rojoction a priori of e wiitod fromk
with th USSR sad tho othor workers' states on tho viotnim wor soricusly




injured the cause of the Notionel Liberation Front and the defenes of

the Democratic Ropublic of Vietnam and, in the final andlysis, of tha
Chinsse Poople's Republic itaclf, threstcasd as 1t likowlse is by imperisl-
ist sgegression, All this - togothor with thoe wiilization of odiogus
mothods of preesurs and sven blnekmeil (for instonecs, on tho matter of

rice for Cubn, and the roprisals mgainst the Japsnose CF) - contributed

in & doolaivo woy to tho growing isclstion or the Ohinsse losdars in the
intortntionnl Commundst movomont, the crgnnizations and grouns theat support
thoem being in nlmost all cases secte without renl irflucnco, headad by
burgaucrats much mors concerned sbout faithfully sehoing the offieial
thosis promulgetod by Poking thon in elaborating a new rovolutionary
crisntation for the workora' movemeont of their countrios,

In thd cconomie fiald, the groat leap forward was rathar ropldly
abandonsd ond even tho communo movement undorwont soricus roetifications,
Bat tho course followed during the past five or siz yoars, while meking
prossible on unquostiomable reorgenisstion end = palpable rocovaery end aved
important gains In soms sciontifiec apd military fialds involved gulte
modest rotcs of growth, insufficicnt to mssurs tho oxpansion neoded by the
Chinose cconomy. The oriontations of tho now plan do not yot scem to bo
fully detorminod; in any casc, without profound changes, multiple diffi-
culties will ariss at wvarious stages,

In tho Tiold of culture, aftor tha rectification following "the
100 Flowara' campaign, the Macist leadership hna cacillstod betwoon o
rolotive ond strietly limited liboraliam and an sbsolutoly rizid control,
Justificd by .Zbdsnov-liko srgumonts, Tho conssquence wos that the loader-
ghip has not boon able to provent eritical concopts from cmorging, within
tho top bodlocs of tho party andths stato os well me olsewhors. In addition
the londership provoked grove tensions when it trisd to £411 in tho brecches
which 1t ecnsidarsd in vorious ways to be vory dangaronz.

All thess emtradictions could not holp but arouso conflicts
within tho leadership itself ss it sought now wavs to got out from undar,
Thosc conflicts and the methods which the Mas group hos applisd in ita
compaien against its adversarieas, prnrtioularly in the nost rocent phame ,
agzgravntad the erisis by furthor stimulating eritical attitudos with regard
to the lomdors among brond masscs of activists and codres, crocating-a
sifustion in which anti-bureaveratic tondeneics nre amergins, owen ig,
only spentanscus and inciplont cnos. This could ba tho proluwde o 8 naw
stago 1n which the tonsicns betwoen the burcaucrscy and the mosseas would
toko precadance ovor the intra-buresucratic confrontaticn.

(3) The Fourth Internationsl meintaina that the erisis in recont
months hos confirmed 1%a ostimate that the Chincao loadershin, despito the
poaifive role It played in criticizing ths loesdarship of tho CPUSSR end the
rjerity of the Communist partios, remeins o bureaucratiec loedarship, Tho
struggle for proletarian democrney againat such a loadership cannoft bring
abous a gualitetive chengo in tho politiesl rogime cxoept by mesrcs of =
profound mobilization of the mnssos papabla of braakineg $iroush tho frama-
work of the bureansratie ayastam, and by the setlon of a new Marriat
rovelutlonary wanguard able o orient tho masa movement townrpds aatablishing
a domoerntie prolatarian powsr,



it the prosont stago, the Fourth Intornational reaffirma the
nood to égtablish 2 united front of sll the workors' states mnd partics on
g pletfom of conalstont strugzls ngainat Amoricen aggrossion in Vietnam.
whils the Fourth Intornstionsl maintaina its sevors eriticlam of e majer
rosponsibility of the Sovist burenucracy; while we hold that the distrust
on the part of Chinn ean bo oxpl-inod by a whola sories of poaitiona by
Moséow [axtanding from its pnssivo attitudo in Vietnam to 1ts oguivoeal
poliey in Buropo ond from militery =id $o the roseticnary Hindu bourgocialo
to tho loan pragted the mlitarist govoramont of Brezil); whilo we bollovo
that o Soviot loaderahip mossuring up to itz duties would renffirm ita
allinnec with China in tho houwr of dnngor and makc clear to imporialism
vithout any poasibility of misundorstonding that a war againat Chinn would
be considored sn abtack mgainst the Sovist Union, it likowise condemns $ho
cutright rojection by Mno-Lin Pino of o united front and joint ocotion.

Az for tho occonemie probloms, whils the Fourth International
re jocts any Liberman-type technocratlic sclut lon, involving in roality o
strengthoning of varioas perticulsr layors of tho burcaucracy and an
secontustion of insdmisaible social inoquality in o workors' astete, wo
1{¥nwise hold that = balsneod econamic growth in China 1s not possible
sxcept by instituting workers managoment by, supplylng tha mathods of
danperatic eentralized planning, and by the domocratic go-ordlnatiom af & ho
workera' stotos eonomic plonning,

Tha Fourth International mrintsins that a workers' atste muat
adhore to sgualitarian conecpts - in the conereto historie sensge outlinod
by Marx and Lenin - mmd sbolish all forma of privilege. With rogerd 1o
tho eurrent propagonds of the Chipeac CP, wo donounco first of all tho
gap betwoan ideologicnl oxpressiona and reality ond call attention nocct
to tho faet that in tho finel nnnlysis resl communist oguality camnot bs
satablishod excopt on the basis of a vory high lowel of tho product ire
forcos, nnd to the faot that in tho tronsiticnal poricd the only moans
to opproach thia aim is by fighting against any form of buresucrrtic
domifintion ond lendorship and for the widost internal domoeracy in the
party, in ths unions, in the mass organizntions, in the nctivitiss of the
atata nnd in tho administration at all levela.

In the fiold of eulture, the Fourth Intarnational while rejocting
tho dofomaticn of the pesitions of Trotsky and the Trotskylsts by the
officinl organs of ths Soviet buresurcracy rasffirms thet sho stugglo
agninst the ideclogy of the pnst and agrinst tho possible distortions
amonating £ram tho influence of the clnes geomy cAnnad ba conductod
affoetively throush administrative monsurcs and tho imposition of atoroo=-
typsd alogans or ossified nerms., It must be won on tha besis of the
sutonomous dovelopmont of the potontinlitics of the new soolsty, from
an oxpansion of the ganiuncly eritieal spirit ond the froe confrantation
af yorying oriontntions cnd congopta, In particulnr the practica of a
londerstip ocult carried to its mest grotesguo oxpreasicon, must be ocn-
iommed in the most emphatic way, since this proctics thyemtens tc stiflo
nny spirit of indopendent judgment, %o eripple any ecilective tenmwork,
thoroby moldng impossible n renlly democratic 1ife in tho lnbour meroment
ond 1o the atato,




With regnrd to the probloms of the intemational workers' movoe
ment, the Fourth Intornationnl holds that o whole serles of rocont
oxporiendea = in the first plsaco tho eatastrophe in Tndonesla - must %o
eritienlly probed to the bottom. Those responsible for the poliey which
lod to the dianstrous dofoat muat bo moreilessly donounecod, The renowvntion
of the world Communiat movoment In n mow moss intornaticonal to tho formn-=
tion of which the Fourth Intornntionnl hns mrdo end will continue to male
fan indisponaible contribution is not poasiblo without the moat complata
internal demoerncy and roeal equelity nmong nll sectors of the moverent,
without the rejectlon of nny direct or indiroct impoasition of wolght by
the most powerful workers' stotos., Only alonz thla »ond will it bo poasible
to develop o stratopic and tngtienl line corresponding to the burniog
ngcessities of our timea nnd to assura enthusinstic singlo-minded diascipline
in netich. - bty

LR R R E LR R R AR Y R EN RN ERD ]

INTERNATIONAL SOCTALTST REVIEW Contents of Januery-February, 1967 Issue.

1, In Defense of Black Powsr by Ceorge Breitman,
An arswer to some opponents of Hlack Power, Breltman is the editor of Maloolm X

Bpenks, and he has written extensively on Blaok Nationeliem and the Afro-imerican
gtrugesle,

2. Progresme of Follsh Opposition by Jacek Furon and Karol Modzewski.

A trenslation of part of the Open letter which caused ite euthore' current impris-
onment in Poland, The full text is due for publication in New York. This part,
chapter 10 of the dooument outlines a program of working oless opposition ‘4o the
entrenched bureaucracy,

Js  Tugoslavia at the Orossroads,
A first-hand ancoount of political mnd economic forces which are shaking Tito's re-
gime, The article is based on notea of recent visitore to Tugoslavie and it inelud-
e8 an almoat verbatim report of & progrem for revolutionary change,

rall Inflation by Ddck Hoberte,
fn analysis of ourrent price trends in dAmerica snd their relatiomship %o the egeals
&tlon of the war in Vietnam, Hoberts is mansging editor of the Intermational ZSoo-
ianlist Heview,

2» Monoply Capital by Trnest Mandel,
fin artiels length review of Baran and Sweesy's controveraial enalysis of comtecpory
gaplialism, MNandel is a prominent Buropean Marxist , 'and the author af a nmumber
of books snd aerticles on economica, 1

Order your copy from: &, Toynbee Street, London E,1, Cash with all orders, 2/4
plue 64 post. M.C.s should be made out to Plonesr Bookservice.
Subgoription for ona year: 15f5 for aix iseusa, HMake M,C.e out same e above,




STALIN AND THE MAZIT AGGFESSION AGATNST THE SOVIST THICK .

( Im its first issus, the new Italian politieal magazine La Binistra (The

' Left) published the mimutes of a discussion held at the Institute of Karxism-
Leninism between higtorizns snd membters of the Genersl Btaff of the army. The
discussion, which was held behind clesed doors, concernsd & bock entitled simply
June 22,1941 | the dsy Hitler launched his invesion of the Soviet Union.)

(The editors of Le Sinistra explain the ircportance of thia document: R
the months preceding the Twenty-third Congreas of the [PSU, a furious political
struggle developed around an attempt to undertake at least partial rehabilitat-
ion of Stalin. News of the struggle sventually resched the Wesi; =ud a leiier
which a group of Soviet intellectusls sent to the Central Committee of the CRCDU
expressing their concern over the feared rehabllitaiion, received consifderable
publicity. The book by Nekrich, which was published 1n the Spring of 1965, and
which had become & significant olement in the strugele of these tendencies, was
subjected to violent ettack because of ita anti-Btalinist position. It became
the topio of & debate that served as a testing ground in the attempt to move to-
ward a condemnation of the views contained in it, and thereby to a reversal of
the position taken by the 20th.Congress. This attempt at rehabilitetion falled
tecause of the gpposition not only of bread groups of intellectuals but alac of
high-ravking representatives of the army. 48 the reader will zee, the discussion
publizhed below, basides involwing Stalin, touchad on tha peliey of the USBR in
the period of the nonaggression pact with Germany, s3 well as the repressions %o
whioch the Polish Communists fell viotim and the policy of the Fomintern in the so-
palled Third Perlod. This is the firat time we have heard - even by way of rumer-
that Soviet historians wers engaged in reviewing with such breadth gnd daring the
official theses about Soviet policy."

{(The text below was tranalated by Werld Outlook from +he Itallan varsion
in ths October iswue of La Sinistra. The footnotes are thosze supplied by the
gditors of La Einiatra-j

O R B R A I
Agenda: discussion on A-M.Nekrich's book,"June 2. 19:1." Present: Major
General B-A-Baltin,Msjor Genmeral B.3. Telpuckovaky Frefessor G.A.Deboerin and
A.M.Nekrich, academician in the historical sciences. Chairmen: Beoltin.

Deberin: The central question is the research into the causea of our fail-
ures in the Pirst period of the war. In his section, "The Warnings that Were
Msrogarded”, the basis of Nekrich's thesis is incorrect.He reduces everythling to
Stalin's stupld pigheadedness. This iz superficial. This means that with Stalink.
death ths problem ceased to exist. DBut this is not accurate. It wae not only 2
question of Stalin. In one inatance the author bases himself on =2 statemest Dy

Marshal Golokov, who, in those yesrs was the head of ths Intelligence 3arvice of
the Bed Army. (He cites that part of the hock.) Golikev did not inform the Govern-
ment as much as he deceived it. Altogether his reports wers a ocopplete deception.
Thess reports are divided into &wo parts: the firat consists of the reports that
Golikov mnaidered reliable; these include information about the Lerman prepar-
ations to invade EZngland. The second part consists of reports which ha occnsider-
ad unfounded; for sxampla, the repert from H. Sorge orn the dates bracketed for
the German attack on the USE2R. It is necessary to go more deeply into the pritie-
isms of the cult of the personality. There were personz who altered intelligence
reports to please Btalin, to the dissdventage of the truth.

The Tass communiqué of June 14,3541, was a normal diplematic maneuwer. It
wes necessary to test the reaction of the German Fovernment. Sut because of the



situation that had been ereated in our country this was taken to be true.(1)

In evaluating Stalin's behaviour it ie not necessary to baze ourselves
on Krushchey's statements, which are often not objective. Thus, for exampls
it is diffioult to agree with the statement thaet Stelin feared the war. Sinoe
he received incorract intelligence, ha reached imoorrect eonelusionsz. Bealin
placed too much hope in the pact, while the Germans, under cover of the pact,
were preparing to attack. &#nd Stalin's judgment waa conformed by all those
who surrounded him. We cannot blame evarything on Stalin.

There is a saries of errors of fact in Nekrich's book. Among other thincs
LE-millimeter canncon wers usaless against the German tarks apd because of this
the government decldsd €0 atop producing tham.

A& volec in the hall:That's not true! The L5's werc used throughout the
war and worked splendidly egainst tanks. It wae a crime to stop production
of the 45's. We fought the German tanks with our fista. At the begimning
of the war we didn't have any anti-tank weaponz nt all.

Deborin: Besides Rlucher and others kmew that the Tukhachevsky-Takir
Eroup werfe lnnocent and still they condeémned them.

A voleca in the hall: Of course they lmew it.

Deborin: But, comrades, I do not believe that it can be doubted that
Voroshilov and Budienny, whe ware there at the {ime.were men of conasience
=nd honor! (2)

Cutraged wvoicesin the hall: Voroshilov waa not at the trial. What
honor and conscisnce did these persons has? Cowarde and bootlickors!
(Deberin leaves the podium amid tumult in the hall.)

Anfilov, of the Guneral Btaff: First of all, on the honor of Budisnny &
Varoshilov - these persons neither hed nor have any honor. Consideradle
material in our arehives, which is barred for ths time belng from being mada
public, compels ua to draw decidedly negative conolusions concerming their
aotivitiss. I will eits only one minor epiacde. Toward the middle of 1937,
at & very representative pathering, otalin sald: "ind Voroghilow and I
arrived at Tsaritsyn in 1%18 and in a week we unmasiked tha esnemies of the
people.” And he said this about manmy of the ex-officials of the Genaral Btaff
and front-line foroes who served the Boviast government with honor.

Voice in the hall:And he drewnad +hem =211 in the river without a triell

Anfiloy: "While you," Btalin continued,"ars not even sble to urmask your
neighbours." After Stalin, Veroshilov joined 4n, dsclaring ho waa in oompleta

(1] Tha communiqua referrad to was written,according o A.Tasoa (Dus anni di
allganga gormang-sovieticar -The Two Years of the German-Soviet Allianca),by
Jtalin himself. In i1t the British ambassador, who had tried o wam S¢alin
of ths lmminent German attack, is sccused of spresding false rumors, the pro-
product of propagands emsnating from powers hoetils to Germany mmé +he U33R.

{2) The tritunsl which condemned the Tukhacheysky-Yakir group was presided
over by Ulrich and was somposed of Alksnia, Busienny, Sheposhnikor, Belavy,
Dybenkoy, Keshirin, Goryachev and Blucher. Versshilov, whe suppolted Stalin
in the decapitaticn of the Gensral Ztaff, 2id not take part in the tribunsl.
However, it wag he who announced, June 12,1957, that the Boviet generals hed
becn shot on charges of having been in contaot with an enemy power.




egreement with S5talin and ke called on us to denounce our own Priends ard
colleapgues. My hasrt beats with anger when I ses Voroshilov on the mauselaum
during parades. (3)

And now, as regards the beginning of the war. If all our forces had
been prepared for battle, something that depended completely on 3talin, wa
would not hare suffered such a disastrous defeat in the first period of the
war and, in general, the war would not have been so leng, so bloodly or so
costly.

Of course it iz necessary to take into account also the degrae of respon-
aibility of our moat important military lesdsrs. In their speeches,Golikov
and Kugnetsov seemed to be herces. In reslity Golikow passed on to Stalin a
report in which the entire Barbarazsa Flan waa cutlined, writing, however,
that it was a provocetion emanating froz those who wanted to aso us g0 to war
agalnst the Germans. Kusmnetsov writes that when he received the communication
from the naval attache in Berlin,Vorontsov, cn the dates and plans of the
German attack, he immediately referred averythaing to Stalin. Tt is trus.Bdut
in which way did he refer it? You should read his story! Hs writes that
Verontsov's report was & provocation sent us by counter-sspionage.

Stalin fs still the main culprit in the tragedy. #ot long sgo, I spore
with Zhukoy. He told me that Golikov wea dirsotly responsible to Stelin and
did not report at all either to the head of tke General Staff (Hmrshal Zhkow)
or to the Feople's Commisar of Defense(Timosherko) - he doesn't speak with
any of ug.

Zastavenko,from the Institute of Marxism-Leninism: The people around
Stelin did not help to evaluate the situation properly. In +ths beginning of
June (Jume 5,1951) Kalinin gave a speech at the Politiscal- ilitary Academy-

He said: "The Germans are preparing to attack us but we mre ready. 4And the
sooner they do it the betier. We will wrirg their necks."

Voice in the hall: The old windbag!

Zavstavenko: That was the way the Politburo judged the situstion; they
underestimefed the power of the Germans. Stalin was not the only ons ragpona-
ible for what happened. (Murmurs in the hall.)

Dashichev, of the General Stafl': Deborin has said gome incorreot thines
concerning the 45 cannons. At the beginning of ths war this cannon shot elpar
through all kinds of German armor. To stop production amounted o ‘dlsareing
the amy, since the other type of cannon (the B2 millimeter) was not et ready
for production. The amy found itself without sntitank artillery and withe-
out ammunition.

As for our sourcee = the worst thing is that the Soviat sources have not
yeét been published. TFor example,to consider ths communmication of the Soviet
attache on the fact that the war would be begur on June 22, it is necessary
to guote from the bock by the English historian.Bricson. When will all the
sourdvas finally be opensd and made available? Borezhlkov records thke mesting
of Ambassador Schulenburg and Molotov in the presence of Favlov when Schulen-
burg batrayed his country by revealing that Cermany would sttask the US3Y an
Juna 22. Schulenburg wept and bagged him 4o mebilise ths Soviet srmed
foroes in the hope that Hitler would ba frightened. But they 414 not want
to believe Schulsnburg. (4)

3} Voreshiloy, who was commander of tha 10tk Army on tha‘faaritsyn front,

wes the chief opponent of ths kind of eilitery organisation projeetad byTrotaky
(L] Schulenburg,German ambassador to Moscow at tha time,later becare involved
in the plot to mssassinate Hitler and wes executed in 194J.



Cn the trials of -our military leadors (the Tukhachevaky-Yakir groun) - the
falss evidance was preparcd by the Gestapo but the idea came from Stalin, who
caused it to ba sugpested to the fascist leaders through Gemnersl Skgblin. Qur
misfortune is that these doouments are inaccessibla. Golikov committed cri=zes,
not only because he doctored intelligence to pleasa Stalin, but bacause he
kad the best agents of cur counter-espicnage abroad arrested-

Voice in tha hall: Inoluding Sorge!

Dashichav! Are the causes of the tragedy of June,l94l, cpmpletely clarif-
fed in this book? It is necessary to explain them atill mere profoundlyr.
8talin wne the one chiefly responsible for this tragedy. He was tho one .who
oreated such a sltuation in our country. OSitalin'e grestest orime was to usurp
power, to dsstroy our best cadres inm the armmy and the party. HNoers of our
leaders, although they understood the international situation, had the
sourage to fight for the measures needsed to defend the country. This is their
terrible guilt before the party and the people. There ars atill people today
who say we muat not apeak 111 of Stalin, that Btalin was not the cnly ens.
This iz wrong. PFfor a driver of a bus, any acoident that happens is his fault.
Btnlin took the responsibility of lesding ths country on himaelf alons: And
his guilt is snormous.

It ia necesaary to defina with more precision the positiona of Churchill,
Sohulenburg, Rder, Halder( the latter two in Hitler's staff were opposed to
a war with the U35B., It is necessary to sxplain the motivea for their sot=-
ions; they were not exactly lovers of our suntry. Hitlar strongly influeneed
the decision of the military. During a meeting at the highest level, Hitlar
said: "The Red Army has beon weakened s never before; this is the fundemental
factor which leals me to make this deecision. Tt iz necessary to go to war to
prevent the formation of the new cadres." Every higtorien must have the
wmurage to apeak the truth-

Roghchin,of the Institute of Marxdism-Leninism: Some hold that we muat
speak only of the victories and that it is better to remain ailent with regard
to defeats, but we muat not do this. Such a procedure damages not only the
science of history but causes snormous harm to our state- It is necessary ta
analyze and to understand the oauses of the defeats in order te prevent mia-
takes in tha future. Stalin was the ome chlefly responsible feor the defeat.
I do not sagree with Deborin with regerd to the Tasz= communiquf - it was not
a diplomatic maneuver but a orime. This communiqué diesarmed the peopls
morally. S%alir and those saround him did sverything to prevent the Seviet
people from readylng themselves for war. When Eusnetsov informed Kalerkov
that escme defensive measursea had bean carried out by the fleat - it wes June
17,1591, Malankor laughed at him and sald: "You ast as if the war was geing
to start tomcrrow-" Zhdanovy was present at this mseting; his attituds was
more Sarious, but sven he did nothing. Ealenkow rowcked all the measures
taken. But even our military leaders cannot avoild responeibility-

Halnikew,of the Institute of History of the Academy of Sciences of ths
UB5E: According to Teberin, it would seem that Fekrich over-rzted the nepg-
ative role of Stalin in hia Pock. Thia ia not true. The role of Eftalin is
ander-rated in-fact.

Let us spesk about a problem that still cannot ba raised to-day because
it iz tabooed; that iz the negotiationz between holotovy and HEitler ip Berlin
in November,1540. Let us examina the situation. The Barbarcssa Flan was

=_Tuaart:--ﬂecapitatai;ﬁﬁ% of 1te comzanders have been liguidated. Tha Red
army has been ... A




nearing completion. the movemant of German troops towards the frontiar of the
U355 waa beginning. The Eitlerite diplomats were stepping up their astivit-
ies in the Balkane and Finland. To hide thase preparationa from the Soviet

+ govermment, Hitler proposed p to-level meeting. The ahajrman of the Counoil
of Pecple's Commissars Molotov, goea to Berlin. Hitler conveys to him a plan
for partitioning a good deal of territory in gemersl. Molotov asks concrete-
ly for the Dardanelles, Bulgaria, fumania and #Finland. Hitler 3id not want
to Inditlate a discussion of this type becauses ha feared that the nawe would
leak out to his future allies. In response to Molotov's req ests he proposed
that the Soviet Union should join the Rome=EBerlin-Tokyo Axisz. (5) This
demonetrates his principles of action.

Vasilenko, of the Institute of Marxism-Leniniam: Deberin's coneern that
the book puts too much emphasis on 3talin's role is without foundation.

Ob Jectively we had every possibility of resfisting the Germans. But Stalin
raimed everything. When it was too late to Justify his shameful dsf'est, he
put forward the comsonplace nmotlon that the sgeressor 1a always better
prepared for war.

Kulish: We are wltnessing ths birth of a "new" understanding of the
causes of the defeat st the beginning of the war, proposed by DPebeorin. Tt
waa not only and not so much Stalin, he seys. This 18 in the line of the
cult of the personality. That Stalin is puilty or not too guilty is a twp-
ical motion of the oult of the personality - it is always Stelin slons. It
is pecessary to study the problem more deeply. Vhy did such a situaticn
develop? How did our government, ruled by Stalin, mile the untry? How did
it defend our people ageinst the danger? Was the governmet fi4 for the
position it ocoupled? No, it was not fit. It is necessary to znalyze the
process that produced Btalin, who waa not £it for his position as head of
the party and the state, with unlinmite? powers.

5+i11 another vary obviowa error: in ell our Rlstorical literature; the
reunification with the westem Ukraine and western Belorussia is alwayse held
to be a factor that improved the defensive capacity of the oountry. Gtill we
know that things were different: Theass aresnz, for a series of well-=krown
reasons, weakened the frontier defensive capacity. Therefore in judging the
reunification of the western regions, 1t is batter to apeak af the libersting
and internationaliat functiona of the Red Army.

Gnedin: It is a good book. I do not want to speak but the discusaion but
the discuseion has forced me to take the platform. For two years I gave
intelligence reports to Stalin and Molotov. 411 thess reports passed through
my hanis. Golikov,of course, was a deceiver, but that is rot ths question.
All the "reliable" parts of the reports wers usuaelly reflected in cne way or
ancther in our official press, but Stelin paid attention fundamentally to the
things considered "dubious". He knew everything and his polioy was to do
nothing. Golikov was responsible for the repressions among the cadres of ths
&FlU, but it ia not his falut that defensive meamires were not taken. In cur
historical literature it is claimed that Stalin became head of the goverrment

15) Molotov remained in Berlin on the 12th &1%th November,1940. Hitler tried
to convince Molotoy that the Soviet Union's natural sphere of interest waa in
Asia, while Molotov asked instead for Burocpean territories.On Hitler's offer
te jein the lxis,Molotov replied, ascording to the testimony of the interpret-
er Schmidt(Statist auf dinlomstischer Buhne 1523-L5)that this mes sceeptable
in general but only on the basis of equality-




on May 5,1941, to prepare the country for defense. But we do not have a
gingle fact to confirz this evaluation. And Stalln, in fact, 4id nething to
gtrengthen the defenszive capacity of the US5H. We have every reason to
believe that Stdlin becasme head of tha government not to prepare the
sountry for war but to make a deal with Hitler. (&)

8legkin, of the Institute of History of tha Academy of Sciences of the
US3R: I was at tha front and when I was 19 years old I participated in the
battlea of the frontier in 1941.

Stalin acted in a way that can easily be described as eriminel. The
gituation of the cult of tha parannalitj = provocatione, repregsione =created
g vicious ecirele. ZSveryone strove to plaase his cwn bosa, giving him only
such information as would please him, or adding a negative commentary on
information whieh would not please him. Everyone tried to mcid expressing
his own ideas. All this brought immeasurable harz to the sountiy . Everyons
is guilty for not having decided to say what they thought. The mors import-
ant the efficials, the higher you go, the greater the responsibility. 4t a
certain level the renuncistion of truth in the name of one's own privileges
ia & crime, and the higher tha leavel, the grester the ordme. Tha ahief
culprit was 3telin. The 1339 pact was perhaps nscessary. It was a orime tﬂ'
base one's hopes on this pact, m & above all to coass, as a result of it, to
fight against fascism( and this was done on orders from Jtelin. )

Yakir, of the Institute of History of the Acadeny of Sciences of the
USSR: (7) The book is vory good. BSome speakers have dealt with the Tukh-
achevaky-Yakir affair. I belisve that the speeches en the fascist provocat-
ion,en the"red fascicle" and the documents contalned in 14 are useless and
even harsful, in that they draw the discussion sway from the central point.
There was no red faseicle st the trial and the red faszcicls was not brought
up: all of the acoused were found goilty on the bagiz of moousstions in-
spired by Stslin which were made te the Wer Council of Jume 1-4,1%3%7, and of
the desire openly sxpresssd by Stalin to be rid of thez. Some among the pre-
ceding speakers have spoken eof Btalin as "Comrade Stalin”. This is improper.
3talin is no ona's comrade -and still less ours.

Stalin impeded the development of our armaments by liquidating many
eminent techniclans, among others the founders of missile scisnce, Deomirow,
Langeman (the inventor of the katusha, a multinple vocket launcher used as
ground artillery), Kurchevsky, Bakaury. It is neoceasary to study the
problem of the concentration campa. tudy it from the economin podint af
view. It waa wartime and in the o noentration ceeps were impriscnsd millions
of healthy men, who were specislists in all sectors of the sconomis aad
military 1ifa of ths country. Furthermore, considerable forzes were requiraed
to guard them.

Telegin: The auther has s moneriticsl attitude fowards foreizn sources,
in particuler toward memoirs which ocomtain few elementa of truth....

Voice from the hall: 4nd in our memoira?
Telegin: In our memoirs,too, there are =my outragecus lies. (Laughter)

(&) Before kay 5,1941, 5talin had no official responsibiiities in the govern-
mant of the US3%. Shortly after,thik Bolgian,Norwegian & Greek diplomets,. Rem=
resenting countrles ocoupled by ths Ger=ans, were expelled from the US3H. 4t
the same time, Bogomolov was zent as avbassador ta the profagi Petain govern-
ment.

{7) The szon of the Yakir mentioned in the procesedings
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It is necessary te resember that there are obvious traces of the exagger-
ationa of the Erushchev period in these memoirs. (Mursurs in the hall.)

Telpukoveky: The political leaders of all countries underestimeted Hitlar.
Hnwa;gg%ngEE;itha fall of France, these evaluations were reconsidered,except
those of 3talin. Stalin relied on the hope that Hitler,if he d4id not break
his neck, would become entangled in ths war in the West. Clearly, when the
war began, Stselin was still making attemptis te aveid the conflict. Otherwise
it is difficult to explain the three separate stratsglie directives of the
high command of the Hed Army in the first daya of the war. BSiaslin ia the
maln oulprit, but there were othars too, each in his cwm sphere.

Petrovsky; of the Institute of Historic Archives: It ia necessary to
keep in mind that fascism smerged whils Lenin was atill aliva. MNussolini
took power in Italy, the Eapp putach,ete. Lenin pointed out that fasoimm
was the main enemy. ©Stalin did not pay any heed to Lenin's warning and
declared that the socigl democracy was the main enemy. This "theory" was
widely disseminated and divided millions of workers throughout tha world-
Stalin is & oriminal.

Boltin: Comrade Potrovaky, in this hall, on this platform, it is
necessary to choose your words. Are you a Communist?

Petrovaky: Yas.

Boltin: I hava not read in amy document, in any directiva of our party,
obligatery for both of uas, that Stalin was & criminal.

Patroveky: The Twenty-third Congress of the party voted to remova
Btalin from the Mauscleum for his crimes zgainst the party. Therefore. ke
is a oriminal.

Snegoy: Nelrich's book is an honest and useful book. When there is
disorder in & military unit, when the breechblocks are in one place and the
guns in another, when the patrels and sentries are aslesp, the unit is
defeated. When headquartsrs orders it, the commander of the detachment of
this kind is shot. And pome of us hes anvthing to laugh about- Stelin was
in the sama position as the commander, tut his detachment was the entire
country. &talin ought to have besn shot and instead they are now trying to
jostify him.

Why is Nekrich's book, where S5falin is attacked, submitted so quiekly to
dipcuseicon end even condemned, while the book of the notorious falslfier of
the history of the party,l.Petrov, whicl. attributes positive acts to Stalin
which he naver did, has awaited discussion for scme vears already? Why did
Deborin attempt to justify Stalin? ‘ihen Hitler was preparing te attack
Foland, Stalin helped him. (8} Ha shot all the Folish Communists in the
USSR and outlawed the FPolish Yommunist Farty. hy £s the fourth partiticn
of Poland defined as a liberating expedition? How can you be s Communist
and spesk calmly about Etalin who betrayed and sold out Commundsts, who
ligquidated alwmost all the delegates to the 17th Uongress and almcat all the
members of the Central Comzdttee elected =t that Congress, who betrayed the
Spanish Republic,Poland, all the Communists in all sountries?

(8) It is evident that it is considered that the existence has been
gonfirmed of the secret August 23 protocol which granted Germany a froe hand
in attacking Poland {the partition ef which was provided in ths protocol)
and which promised to furnish Soviet supplies for tha war agailnat Trarmce
and Englend.




Deborin (in conclusion): I have not created any new theory and I have not
teken on the task of defending or Justifying Stelin. It le neceasary fo
examineg all the aspects of the cult in greater depth: As for 3negov's re-
martics, we have heard what 3negov =said about Poland more than once. And these
claims came from the enemy camp. It 18 strange that Enugnv glas shares thia
point of view. Somrade Bnegov, you must tell us to which camp you belong.

Snegoy: I am from Kolyma. (%)
Daborin: All these thinga have to ba verified.

Voices in the hall: Do you want his telephone number? Like the old
daya? {They do not permit Deberin to continue.)

Nekrigh: Thank you for your obssrvations. There's ne doubt that Deborin
doas not hold the ideas that have been attributed to him. One often
exaggerates in the heat of the discussion. The main one responsible for the
grave defests and the whele {ragedy of the first period in the war is Stalin.
However, one should not give his own chisef 1lncorrect information just to
please him- OStslinism begines with us, with the little people. Stalin
wanted to outwit Hitler and instead decolved himeslf and the whole businesa
ended in a ocatastrophe. He knew better than anyone about the liguidation of
the leading cadres and about the weaknesses of the army.

Snegaov (three minutes on & polnt of personsl privilege): I thought thet
I was participating in a scientific discusaion. Deborin, instead of
sclentific proof's, has introduced "srguments" wintage 1937 But it 18 not
easy to frighten us with concentration camps! Times have changed and the
peet will not return. Eapplauaa.}

Boltin({in conslusion): This meeting has produced many new and interest-
ing things on the entire problem in its complete context. The remarks af
co=rades Snegov and Petrovaky were very impaasioned- I can apree wilith muoh
of Comrade Snegov's remarks but not all. Our country cannot be sscused of
desiring to deprive the Polish state of its independence or of pertitioning
it. This is the point of view of the bourgeois historians and ths White
emigrants. It was up to us to defend the independence of Polend. Some
comrades have described criticism of the eult of the personality sa an
exaggeration of the Krushchev periocd. This iz fundas ientally wrong. The
resolutiona of the twentisth end twenty-seocond comgressea on the oelt of the
personality are not exaggerations of the Erushchev period but are of vital
impﬂﬂange for every horeat Communist. (He thanka the suthor and all those
preasnt.

Tha seasions lasted from 10.15 to 4.Lk5, withk an intermigsion of one hous.

e —

12) Kolyma wasz & famouz concentration camp in the Stalinist paricd.



A Iettar to Tribime by Ernest Tate on ‘th&IEeatj:Lng He Heceived
Outgide The 5.L,L.s Meeting on November 1Tth .

8 Toyobos Stroot;
Lﬂnﬁl'.'ln, Eq.l.

10 Tha Tribung Doeombor 20th, 19866,
Doar BEditor,

Rocontly Francis Flovius roforrad in his column to oy boing
physically nsanulted outaide the 17th Novombor mooting of tho Scelnlist
Lebour Lecgus held, ironienlly enough; to cormemorate the tonth omni-
veraary of tho Hungarian Revolution.

I don't wderastand why Flavius at<ncks me 28 o "seetarion!'
without kmowing my views; I hova novor discussod them with him. Perhaps
ha has his own reasons, But I'm sure if e were to venture outsida tho
genercl nrea of St. John Stroet and make contact with the other currents
in the Left hoe might loorn something from thom andhe might elsc discover
what 'sectorioniam' really menna.

Howevor, having aajd thnt, I think it is good thot the quostion
hea boon mised for discussion in Tribuna. Flavius mokes ths point that he
doesn't %mow what oceurred ocutside tho SLL resting', Laaving naida hie
posaible foar of legal acticn, this would scom to sast somo doubta on the
truthfulnaoss of tho informntien I related to him and which Pence Newa and
Tho Sceinlist Lender couragocusly printed. Many othom have soon oy foilure
to go to the police and moko o complaint agpinst tho attackars na conly
strongthoning those doubts, Havertholoss, I wiash to maintain oy right not
to enll tho polica o8 T feel thot auch offrirs nra mattars botwoen various
sectiona of the working elnss movemomt, and for what are to mo cbvious
roasocna, aot between the atate ond the sceirlist movement or ony sepmont
of it, Sooeong hes yot to rationpelly explain to me what good purpese would
be served in hoving some mistaken andmisguided individuala thrown inte
priscn, The problam ia o political ona, of people ‘having the wromg 1dsas,
tharefore 1t has to bo dealt with oo that level.

Tha day socinlists onll the police to arbitrate thoir rolatione
with othor sccinlists will be m and ono indood, Tt hns basn tho oxperiance
of the worlding clnss movement thet stote intorvention into fta affalra dcss
not solve anything, but ingtond makes things wory compliented, Ve should
ba strong enough, ond meture onough, to settla our own disputes. I a@
gonvinesd thet on indepobdent enguiry into the oventa of £he 1THh Nowoober
will provo thet the statomenta I hove pnda on what took place ara truthful.

When I spoke to Floavias he mentionod that although I, Ermeat Tate,
oy hnve soma seruplos about ealling upon tho stato $o prosocute follow
socinllsts, Gorry Henly would not. MAs 1% now opporrs, Flovius would seem
to ba Droven gorrect. FPeoce Wowg, The Socinliat Loader and myaelf ench
rocaived solicltora' lefters fronm Gorry Honly thErontening legal netlon.
Hather thrn face the prospoct of n long logal fight, Perco News and Tho
occinliat Ieader rewnrded Healy with an apology ond, although they aro not
tha richost journals in BEngland, he took from thon an additional tem
pulpens cach,




The leadors of the Socialist Labour Longus hope to shut me 2
by resorting to the courta, aftor hoving failed by mors brutal mesns on the
17th Novambor. The issus is still froodom of spooch ond fresdom of
discussion within the Left. My reply to the lognl threats has basn to
rapoat my original charges in detnil, informine ths SLL lendoras thet I
rofuse to be intimidated. I have postod my reply, over 1,000 coples, sll
over the country, and to tho addresses of nll the Labour and socialist
journals to whlck I have sccoas, If any Tribune readors wish to heva
coples, write to me at tho abovo nddross onclosing n self-nddrassod
stampad envelopod,

Fratorpeally
gignod

Ernest Tato
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From World Outlook, Deo. 16th,
Text of o Letter from French Trotaloriste on the Tate Csge

( The following letter was made public by Ferrell Tobbe, National
Seoretary of the Spcialiast Workera Farty. The letter referred fto in the
first paragraph appeared in the Degesber 2 World Tutlook together with
releted correspondence. )

LE R R

Dececber 1, 1966
Nationael Committee
Bocinliat Workera Party
New York

Deay Comrades,

We meve taken cognizence of the letter which vou sent to the SLL
(Soeinlist Labour League) of Great Britain Fovember 21 following the asa-
ault on Comrede Ermest Tete during a meeting held by that oxganization.

The Politioal Bureau of the Farti Communiste Internationaliste { French
section of the Fourth International ) joins in your protest against methods
that ere outragsous in the workers movement in general and in the Trotekyist
movement in partioular, i

The employment of these methods is, in the casze in guestion, the reaunlt ¢
of & deliberate policy, aince it i1s not an isolated inecident, Iuring November,
the group that calls itself the " rearization Commmiste Internaticneligta,”

erid which publishes [& Verdte, held & meeting in Parie at wvhich the main
apeaker was (G, Healy, [He devoted most of his speech to ettacking the Fourth
Internetionsl fwhich he clelms to heve unmasked as heving gome over o the
canp of the bourgeoisie) and the Jeunesse [Jommmiste Hevolutionnaire de
France ([ Revolutiocmary Commmist Youth of france), levelling sgainat them
slanders such as he printed in his peper againet the majority of the partic-
ipants in the demonstration in Liege, After this verbal mesault, members of
the JOE who were present in the hall, asked that ane af them be given the
floor, Thia was sufficient for the sergesnts at arms to met upon them with
blowa, Mewbers of the Veix Ouvriere, who cbjected to such methods, were like
wige attacked, We are attaching to this Ietter & copr of en artlele whieh
appeared in Voix Ouvriere tesptifying to the Feete....







