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THE INTEHRNAL CHRISIS IN CHINA

{The following ls tho text of a stetoment issued by the United
Secrotariat of tho Fourth Intometional on November 6.)

[1) Tho crisiz that has shaken the Chinose Compunist perty during
rocont monthas 1s undoubtedly tho gravosat ainco the Mao Tas-tung group assumod
leadership of fho party. It has boon marked by profeund diviaions at all
lovola, ineluding the Political Bureau; by battleos smong tondencies in all the
main ficlds, by an cxtremely violont typs of strugzle; by the intervantion of
scartiin asctora of tho massca stimulstod by the ruling group ond by various
efforts to curb this intormaniion.

I% ds diffieult to dolinoate oxactly tho astual devalopmont of tho
erisias, 1ts crigin and thé compoalition of the groups opposing each other
yaatordoy nnd todoy: It is likwise difficult to establisk whother the Meo
group began with an oworall tactical snd stratogic plan from the firat or
whother tho loadors ware largoly tekan by aurprisc in the evwents that enzued
and made succesaive adaptations coarrceponding to tho wicissitugas of the
orisio.

In o general way, tha following phhsas can bo distinguilshed.

(n) & first phnac oxtonding from Novomber 1866 o tha ond of April
1%6 in which the ruling group seomed o be foeling out the ground, provolkirg
soomngly socondary polzmice but et the semo timo putding agross without fan-
fara a rooricntation or rectification in eevtoin basic sactors {earoy, industzy ).

(k) & phase extending from May to the end of July 1966, markod by an
affensive against the Poking group fmd soma aminent intelloctuels; end by tho
firat wave of the "eultural mevolubiont,

(c) & phase oponed by the August plonum of the Central Commitise
invelving now conflicta at the top, the second wave of the "ocultuwrsl revolutionf?
pnd the formation of tho so=-colled Rod Guarce,

Tha third phasc doos not yot soem to hawe endad and the situatien
remoins chorgod with poasibls brusk new flare-ups ond changes.

(2) In tho first two phasea of tho crisis, the dominont thome
advanced by the zuling group was affirmation of the primecy of politica in all
domains, PBoyond the sloganaoring and rituslistie roeferonces to Meo's thooght,
the recl contont lay in the doterminnticn of the porty &nd stato burcancracy
to dofend mnd consolidate its hogomony in relation to othar ssctors of the
bureaucracy nnd t0 any netual or potentisl eentrifugel tondency. The confilet
becams coneroblzed in a coafrontetion of difforent spoclfic poaltiocne on
problems dealing with perapocsive, partly immsdiate, partly intermedlate or
long. Tange,

In the milisory demain an fmportant group = whoso spokaaman waa quits
1ikaly the ohlof of ateff himsolf, Lo Jul Ching - sought fo secura ralatlve
autonomy, stressing tho doclaive aignifiocsnce of technigun in a modorn war.,

This group vory likely also cmphnaizod the nicossity of ro-oatabliashing tho all-
inneo with the Soviet Unicon, tho militery support of widoh wos comalidorod



irreplacesakls in tha ovent of imperiallst asgression agalnst Chios. Tha Maos
Lin Piog gproup upticlds the idos of tho primacy of politilcs over tochnigue in
military mattora. Thoy omphosizZe concrotoly a comcopbicon of tho army more
linksd to tho traditions and expericnces of the civil war snd the =nid-
Jnponagas atrugelo, Those treditions and axperienceos were consldered the oply
valusble ocnes in-the - ovent of & cenventionel typo of woar by imporinlis=n on tha
Asian cantinent.

In the domain of industry, two cmforences hold last epring roe-
affimmed in tho most cmphatie woy tho idae thet tho gulding relo 1n €he plantae
mast boe pleyoed by tho party, that any teclhmoeratle tondency must be extlirpated;
and , 1n genoral, anyono muat be fought who sought to glve primacy to the
spoeinlista and to introduce in oconomic menngomomt eritoria like thosa sprond
during rocont yoors in tho oviot Uiion sand in the other Europoon workers
atatos,

I the T1ald of culture, the ruling group was still mores obvlcusly
intont on blocklsg ony contrifugnl tendemcy, ony "autopnomist! tondoncy whoso
auccess, oven if omly partial, could hawe soriocus implientions cxtonding to
the entirc political nromn, In reviving argumonts sdvenced among athora by
Ehrushchov at the timo of his lnst confrontetion with the intellsctunls, Mro's
partisans continuocusly pointed to tho dapgor that critieal, cppositionist
movamonts in tho cultoral sphere could bocoms tho wohicles of o political opp-
pgition, It wns not by aceident that the adversaries of thoe mling group
wero accused of oporating liko a potontinl oppeoaition party and of wanting to
provole & repetition in €hina of the Hungarien oxperioncea wilth tho Petofi
circla,

If the impertances which such polemies hawve in tha ayas of the Map
group iz to be undorstood, its intorprotation of Soviet dovolopoonta zinca
Stalin's death snd the Twontioth Congrasa havo to be berme ip mind, According
to the Maoista, the wvictory of rovisionism dates from thet f$ime, and the
bresches were oponed step by stop by the promulgation of a wholo now sarios of
critorin rnd concepts, and by tho soddon spposrance of multipla eontrifugal
tendencics within the burenueracy itsslf, The ending of uncontosted and
abaolute cmbrol by the political burosucracy reprossnted omo of the major
eouges of an unfolding process which, 1% must be remembered, to the Chinoso
represants the progrossive restoration of capitaliam.

fceording to tho officinl documamta, forelgzn policy probloms do not
lie =t tha heart of the confliet, It 1is portilcularly symptomatic that thare
iz not the least nllusion to diffarences on th wor in Tiatnem or o tha Oot-
ober 19685 sventa in Indopesia, Newvorthelsss, it ia certain that on intornationsl
gquéstions, the polomics doveloped with porticular shorpress and intsnalty Aand
the increasingly dramntic eourse of tho crisie wes deforminod to n largs degres
by the course of the sitmation in the Irdochina psninsula, particularly follow-
ing tho intensifiention of the csenlation and tha incresaing dangor of imper-
ialiat aprregsion ngnipnst the Chinese republio.

(8} In accordanco with long-standing bureancretic tradition, ths
idens sdvanced by critical olements and oppononts are not dirsctly exprosscd
by thoss inwelwved, but indicetod by tho group that winag cut, The very enormity
of cartain secusations, the ropotition of stercotyped clichos wacd many timos




in other contoxta, tha positions taken in recont yeers by soms of the main
figuros undor firo, suffice to plaecs in doubt the mccurscy of tho worsion
offared by tha Mao group. Lcoording o thom the entire opposition sdvosstod
put-end=-out Khrushehevist orientntions end mnds common couse with foress
sasking the rostoration of capitalism, Thoe real question at 1ssuo is most
certninly not the reastoration of capitaliam, Whot is invelved sssontiaslly

is an intraburccucratic conflict, affecting vorious layors, over shat lime to
adopt in rolation to crucinl issuss of tho prosont atags and to the long-
ronge probloma of parspectlwe confronting the bursagcratic laedership at this
stage. Tho spocific social woight of bourgscois ond restorstionlat forcos in
the dynamies of Chinose socisty is aftar all megligible and any explanation
of the current crisis bnsed on the hypothasia of n dongerous upsurge on their
part ¢an ba diamissed as folso ond tondentious, Moroowmr, if the ruling
group had wished to strike harder at these forces, in portieunlar, by ending
thoir still existing priviloges, thoy could howe done so rather ezaily without
touching off & erisis in tho party.

Tho Mao group, howewar, was up agninst renlly eritical olemonts ond
oppononts of difforent orlentationa, Thers is no doubt that for yeara tend-
encles have existed in Chinn thot could be legltimately charsctorized as
Khrushchovist, in the sense that thoy have eriticized tho concopta and att-
itudes of the present losdership on the basis of a stand enalceous to that of
tho lesdars of the Soviet CP and most of the Communist porties.: But thore
aro alsc somé who eéspecimlly denounce tho bureaucratic methods of tho ruling
group (referring at timea to the battlos of ton yonra ago), its extrems
eactarianism; and thorefors probably nlso cerdain opportunist orientationa on
koy guastions of the intornntional workors movoeont. Tho offiols) documonts
thomsalves have aolluded on ¢ numbcr of oecas-ions o tho cristancs of critical
laeft elemonts [ "loft opportunists, aceording to the woll-kncwn tarminoclesy).
Thoro 1s no doubt oithor that commencing nt given morwsts centrist tendencios
dovolopod cither in relation to "ntermoadiato poalticns adoptod on zoveral
political or tacticel preblams or im relation to a coneiliatory attituds
aimed at blocking = complote rupture betweon the opposing groups and at
aroldine: a falt accompli,

Under the present conditions it is impossibls to evaluate with
certalniy the relative strengzth of the different opposition tendenciss.
But it is elser that the "Krushphewist' tendency can be congidersd the most
dangerous for tha Mao grouwp in the immediste period ahasd, particolarly becsuss
of the pewsrful internatlonal support 1t might have and which a leftizt
tendency, moving toward a revelutlenavy Marxist orlentation, clearly would
nat have,

(4) The strugsle has tummed out to bs probadly much sharper and
moch lepger than the ruling group counted on when it took tha Initiative,
That 18 why it has raisad the temor of 1ts harangues and conducted csmpaipgns
at a frantiec pace, culmineting in the demcmatrations of Aygust-Zapt epber and
the actions of the Red Cuarda, The plenum of the Central Committes, follow-
ing a battle lmating sore months wng held after the eliminntion of Qhiaf
of Staff, of Feng Chen and o whole series of other lsading figures and was
the scens of dramatie conflicts. The Mac group won' by a very closa marsin
after ¢eding somo concesslons, at lenst on paper, perticularly fto the
centrist alements.



The explanatien for this new outbresk of the struggle 1s to be
found in two facts; on the one hand, the first wave of the 'eultural
revolutlon' ran into vigorous resistance; and on the other the isclation of
the Chinesa OF in the imternoticonsl Communist movement boesme groatsr
following the eztrangemsnt of the Nerth FKorsens, the brozkawsy of the
Japanese, and the diffieulties encountered with the Nerth Vietnsmsss. Bat
cnce again it was the eourse of the wer in Vietnam, with #s now phasea of
eacalation andths growing threat of an attack on China, that provoked a
new coenfrontation at the level of the top laecding bodiss themsolves.

(6) The sseond wave of ths 'eultural rovelutien' and the foma-
tion of the Red Guards wers the products of s situstion of this nature
within tho party. In face of resistance and hositatlon of all kindas, the
group Lsssmbled around Mao and Lin Piag decided to mobilize the massos
partially and to gain & new instrument of pressuro capable of boing used
against o part of the apparatus of tho party snd the stato. The dociasion
was to tako o distinectly limited sector - the stodent masses - with which
the Mao group wanted to establish close rolations and which it alsc con=
gidered it could control mnd channalizo more casily, It is navertheloss
gpignificant that maases wara called on to intorvans in intra-burasucratic
confliets and that Mao and Lin Piso, in order to fiobilizo the atudenta,
woro obliged to uso ldsological themos that could have a favoursblo acho
mong more redieslized and politically econselous layors (aco, for oxampla,
in tho l8-point document the affirmation of tho domceratie rights of
minorities and tho reminder of tho democratic rovulutionary tradition of
tho Communo ),

Tha Red Guard movomont thus hed n frctional origin, and its aim
as outlinod in innumerablo toxts, is ossontially to holp tho Mac zroup
fight its advarsaries, including those within the politienl soetor thet was
profoundly split in tho courso of tho struggle, But tho weapon of the Red
Guards proved to be wvory dsngerous and thréatanod to become transformod
into o bocmorsng. As o matter of fact at lonat somo sgetors of tho move-
ront did not limit thamselvos to sinping the preises of Moe, spresding his
workas ond destroying foreign aymbole, Thoy socusht to tronalets into
proctice gertaln current ideclogical slogana., In other words $hoy bogen
to oet not only undor the inspirction of anticapitaliet and vaguely anbi-
conscrvetive sontimonts but wont se far as to attack privilsgoa of tha
biroguprscy ond o bolld a firpo under soma of tho buroauerats, inoluding
those who succoeded tho Pong Chon group in tho Poking 1::41:1:31:'5;:11:. It waas
difficult Tor tho ruling group to donounce the infiltration of tho onemy
into tho party nnd stoto ot every level, and at tho same time to domagoglc-
ally exploit the real equalitarisn aspiratione of tho masssa, without having
tho movamont inspired in this wa hitting nlsp a% the aymbols of bureau-
cratie powor and tnking on tho sottling of eecounta with cortsin offioials
ind rdling bodies of tho party 1taelf., It is of course Aifficult to dile-
tinguish botwoon ths spontenoous movos undertaksn by the Rod Cuards and
1etiona undortaken on decisions from above, But a whels sorica of facka
cnotinting from various sourcca a8 well as a sorics of warnings and offfioial
appeela for order simod, from all the ovidoneco, =2t siowing down and channele
izing tho movement, testify to the fact thet tho stodsnts, to acmo cxtent
at lonst, struck blows ngninst somo roprosentotives of the bursaucraey, toeo,



nnd were ready to unleash actions which. the bursaueracy as s wholo had
good Tengons o halt as gulekly =28 posalblo,

(6) Tha issus remains wido dpor nftor the now wave of thas
"eultural rovolution' ond the ruling group doos not scom to havo besn ahkle
to re-betablish o rel-tively stable oguilibrium within i%s midat. Tho
opposition to its policlios and the roasistsnce t¢ the netions it sponsocra
continues on 8 vost scale, oven thoush 1%t cmonetos from various scctors
ond from differont and ovan oppoesed points of viow. Tramrtie chanpos and
abrupt turns could still oecur in 3 roleatively short tims.

A factor that acoeloérated the ssttling of ececounta, maldng the
orisis so dramatic is, as wo have scon, tho porapoctive of the (Hpesa
loadors, that an imporinlist mggrossion will probably be Isunchod in the
short run. It 1z precisoly with this in mind thet the Mao group sought
to reinforca its positions, to elimipnte all resistance, organizing even
a psychclogical mobilization (this operated pnrtiewlarly in tho formation
of tha Hed Gunrds ond in tho choiee of criteris for their organizZation and
of the ideclogicrl themea)., On their glde, the adworsariea of Mao end Lin
Pieg were drown Into a fight in order bofore it wos too 1nte, to change =sn
oriontation which thay considared falsa, 1If on agprossion setuslly dosa
teka pleco, sll the hypotheses end positlons will rapidly be testod,

It i3 possible novertholesa that thoe Mso group likewiso beliaves
that the porapoetive of war ean ba avoldod, Certain capoeta of its ro'omica
in recont monthe (particularly in tha fialds of industry ond coonomic
dovolopment ) acguire meaning in the light of this hypothaais. If thia
turned out to bo the easo, tho problem would be posod in loss drametic and
urgont torms, tho tonsions would not bo of en oxplosive neture in tho
immedists futuro, Bot the ruling group 18 procecipiod with proparing a
long strugslo egninst tondoneles that today aro at1ll rolstively waak and
with eliminating ot onco sny ineipient evelution iike that in the USSR ot
tha timo of Khrushehow and his succcsaora,

In eny casa, tha Chinase loadership will emarga muoh waakened
from this test. Up to now the massca sow it ap homogoneous and strong,
standing in the tradition of the wvictorious revcluticn. But divisionas
have appoared openly and tha woar and tear hos proved to ba sorious, From
onow on tho losdorshin will be judped by tha cadros =nd actiwitles and aleo
by the brood mossca in a much more eritienl and questioning splrit, This
could froilitate the formation of A now npuard.

() In the course of the rocent criais, scmo pecople agnin advancod
the theais that China iz undorgeoing 8 Stalinist cyele spalogous to that of
the USSH aftor Leanin's death,

Without roposting all tho arguments advenced by tho moaclution
of our lnst world tongroas, wo gon nota, howowvar thot tho intornoticnal
politienl sriontotions of tho Chinese CF, howovor much we have eriticized
thom, cennct be ogueted to the traditionsl Staliniat linos of policy; and
as for damestie poliey, particulnrly sconomic policy, tho specifie traits
that we have emphaalzod mony timos still exist, In eddition it must not
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who, &8 o rule sppoar to romcin members of tho party and, In ceptain chses,
of the Contrel Committos. Aa for relotions with the masses, tho methods
poculinr to the Maoist loadorship, mors inelingd to burcausrntie patornal-
ism then to measurss of ropressiom, heove not boen abandoned and 1% 1s
particulsrly aignificant that oma of tho most froquent ldoclogical thomas
odvencod by the ruling group is the ono deoaling with goualitarianism which
the Soviot buresucracy hos gondemned sinec the thirtiss as inspired by
potty-bourgeols concapte. But abova all it should be noted that after
Lonin's death the buresucracy rose victoricuely, suceseding in comsolidet-
ing $ta hogomony - if only tomporarily from tho historic polnt of viow -
agninst tho forcos that rosistod it, Tho Chinoso evonta of today however
aro unfolding within tho framework of the world crisls of tho burcsuorntic
systom that oponed up with the broak betwoon Stolin =nd Yugoslavin, oxplod-
inz in tho Polish and Hungarian October 19 1966 and roachinz A now stogo
with the Sino-Soviet conflict of the Bixties nnd =1l ita multlpla ropoxr=-
aueslons,.

{8) The curront crisis hos boon markod up to now much moro by
the intro-burcaueratic conflicts thon by confrontaticons botwoen the masaos
and the buroaueracy ns A wholo, It exprdssca in the fipal analyels tho
l1imits ond eontrndietions in the eoncepts and attitudss which tho Chinoao
lcaders have adoptod since tho porded of 1958-5%9, under tho pressura of
netionnl end intorpatiennl events. It alase roflects the prosgurc of
factors whichare relovant today, bo it only ms gencral tendaneles, and
most strongly thosc which chorngterise tho preacnt internntiomal situntion,
to wit, tho erisis of the cummunist movemont mnd the imporinlist aggrossion
in Tiotnom,

Lo the Fourth Intornational hos strossed from the time when tho
first indientions of tho conflict betwoon Moscow ond Poking bocome mopifest
tha spoeifie chisctive conditions in which it ocourred impellsd the Chinasa
loadership to ndopt more progresaive ovorall positiopms than the concapta of
the CP of the USSR e posturc more likaly to get o favoureble roaponss firom
loft~wing curroents in the intornntionnl workors' movamsnt, But ginea She
Chincee losdorship ramti:ed within tho framework of 2 burcaucratic rogiig,
1ts Telativoly mord progressive peaiticns could not zo boyond cartaln
limits; moroover At A glven moment, thoso prosrossive foatures tandod
incvitably to bocomo dissipatod and thoe Chinoss bureaueracy could not avold
growing difficultios and a gonuine inpRsSa.

In the fisld of intornotionnl policy, it was partieculerly in
rolation to tho erisis in Indonesia =nd tho course of thse wor in Vietnam
that the Chinces posltions undsrwent o sovero test. The maintonanca,
doapito oriticisms lawolled ngainst Khrushehevism, of cut and out cpoor-
tunist oricntaotions with regard to cortoin noticnsl beourgeolsieas of the
eolomizl or ex—coloninl countrias, end the detormination fe subordinate fo
n largo dogres tho nesds of tho antienpitaliat revoluticnary struggle of
the mossss to tho diplomatie noodas of the steto unguwetionably contributod
to thc tragic dofeat of the Indonsaisn CP, tho most faithful slly of the
Chinese CP for n number of yonrs, The rojoction a priori of e wiitod fromk
with th USSR sad tho othor workers' states on tho viotnim wor soricusly




injured the cause of the Notionel Liberation Front and the defenes of

the Democratic Ropublic of Vietnam and, in the final andlysis, of tha
Chinsse Poople's Republic itaclf, threstcasd as 1t likowlse is by imperisl-
ist sgegression, All this - togothor with thoe wiilization of odiogus
mothods of preesurs and sven blnekmeil (for instonecs, on tho matter of

rice for Cubn, and the roprisals mgainst the Japsnose CF) - contributed

in & doolaivo woy to tho growing isclstion or the Ohinsse losdars in the
intortntionnl Commundst movomont, the crgnnizations and grouns theat support
thoem being in nlmost all cases secte without renl irflucnco, headad by
burgaucrats much mors concerned sbout faithfully sehoing the offieial
thosis promulgetod by Poking thon in elaborating a new rovolutionary
crisntation for the workora' movemeont of their countrios,

In thd cconomie fiald, the groat leap forward was rathar ropldly
abandonsd ond even tho communo movement undorwont soricus roetifications,
Bat tho course followed during the past five or siz yoars, while meking
prossible on unquostiomable reorgenisstion end = palpable rocovaery end aved
important gains In soms sciontifiec apd military fialds involved gulte
modest rotcs of growth, insufficicnt to mssurs tho oxpansion neoded by the
Chinose cconomy. The oriontations of tho now plan do not yot scem to bo
fully detorminod; in any casc, without profound changes, multiple diffi-
culties will ariss at wvarious stages,

In tho Tiold of culture, aftor tha rectification following "the
100 Flowara' campaign, the Macist leadership hna cacillstod betwoon o
rolotive ond strietly limited liboraliam and an sbsolutoly rizid control,
Justificd by .Zbdsnov-liko srgumonts, Tho conssquence wos that the loader-
ghip has not boon able to provent eritical concopts from cmorging, within
tho top bodlocs of tho party andths stato os well me olsewhors. In addition
the londership provoked grove tensions when it trisd to £411 in tho brecches
which 1t ecnsidarsd in vorious ways to be vory dangaronz.

All thess emtradictions could not holp but arouso conflicts
within tho leadership itself ss it sought now wavs to got out from undar,
Thosc conflicts and the methods which the Mas group hos applisd in ita
compaien against its adversarieas, prnrtioularly in the nost rocent phame ,
agzgravntad the erisis by furthor stimulating eritical attitudos with regard
to the lomdors among brond masscs of activists and codres, crocating-a
sifustion in which anti-bureaveratic tondeneics nre amergins, owen ig,
only spentanscus and inciplont cnos. This could ba tho proluwde o 8 naw
stago 1n which the tonsicns betwoen the burcaucrscy and the mosseas would
toko precadance ovor the intra-buresucratic confrontaticn.

(3) The Fourth Internationsl meintaina that the erisis in recont
months hos confirmed 1%a ostimate that the Chincao loadershin, despito the
poaifive role It played in criticizing ths loesdarship of tho CPUSSR end the
rjerity of the Communist partios, remeins o bureaucratiec loedarship, Tho
struggle for proletarian democrney againat such a loadership cannoft bring
abous a gualitetive chengo in tho politiesl rogime cxoept by mesrcs of =
profound mobilization of the mnssos papabla of braakineg $iroush tho frama-
work of the bureansratie ayastam, and by the setlon of a new Marriat
rovelutlonary wanguard able o orient tho masa movement townrpds aatablishing
a domoerntie prolatarian powsr,






