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gﬂ INTERNATIONALISM

Internatirnalism remains the continming foeus of Warld Politics,
l It i A word emasculated by a rhetorie that can deolsim loud snd
long om the subject and then convendently formet it. It ie the
emall change of every Labour M.P.'s Mey Dey apeach. It is alao,
beyond the trivia, the muscles and sineve of any hope for a
doeialist future - perhaps any future.

L8 nevar before, it i3 ome world. Wever before has 1% been B0
evident that it is the peme enemy thet hnlds Hugn Blaneo in prison
rith roe bend epd deore napelm on Vietnam with the other. It ie
capitaliem that is our eneny when Socttish miners are being put
mut of work and it 48 the same empitalism that threatena the pence
nf the world in South East Lsin.

The capitalists hnve acheived a olass consoi~usnees thet should
Borve a8 an exampld to the working clsse forces and their allles.
here they hove created nn eaviable wnity of purvoee; we rre diB=
united, The wnrld capitalists straddle continents, while Socialiata
hddle comfortably within the nris-n of "thedr very own" netdon stetes,
The Statutes nf the Prurth Intéernational make this very point,"The
jolitiea and the ecrmomy of eapitnlism, its markets, its erisea, its
warg - all have an intermational charncter. Never before has this
been 80 pleain as today, The revolutinnary party that secks to
overtorn capitalism must alss be an intermational . Juet me soclaliem
cannot be realised in one ecuntry without a world revolutlon; eo no
revolutionary natirnal grouring ean develop eompletely without a
wrrld party."”

If 1t ia 'me enemy , then it must be one strugele. Internationals
ism only becomea real when the building of an internati-nal takes
plage, It 18 the internstional that unitea the movement and gives it
n atrategys The Second snd Third Internationsla hewe become irrelevenciea
in sny world strugsle for sccialism. The [ormer hea begome irreversibly
identified as a supporter rather than sn enemy of capitelism, The
latter now hae =me its wetchwords "pepceful cosaxistence” and "ualycentrien' .
FPolyocentriss oan most accuretely be described as a modern wersion of
the centrifugsl tendencies that destroyed the Secnnd International, How
far both heve degenerated cen be judged when thely norma ocre placed
againat the stated abhjectivea of the Fourth International =nd ita

' evalunticon of what an International should be. " It must have s common
international prograsme which the nationel parties adapt to the partic-

. ular problems of their country. Feither the tenporary adherence of the
revalutisnery maases, nor material sower, whother derlved from a memsive
buresucracy or control of a state,nor a dynamlic organisation, nor
intenss activity, nor the most detailed statutory safepunrds con sawve
an international that has seriously deviated from the principlea of
revolutionary Merxiam."

The togk of budlding a real international has to be the major
nreaccupation of all serinue sopcialists, It i the Mourth Internationsal
that is building this interneticnel end it i8 for ua 4o help.




TO THE NATIONAL COMMITTER
OF THE SOCIALIST LABSOUR LEAGUE:

L Cumberland 8t.,
Toronto 5, OIT.
Jarmary 1,1967

Comrades:
We are zstonished to see that you have not responded in any peositive way
to ths appeal issusd by the Socialist Workers Party of the United States,
and which you acknowledge receipt of in the December 3 lssue of your
official organ, The Newsletter. They asked you to place your national
gecretary on trial and that you gxpel from your ranks everyone involved
in the hooligan attack against Ermest Tata outeslde your meeting at
Caxton Hall on November 17-

For our part we do not gquestion for one moment that Comrade Ernest
Pate is telling the truth when he states that he wasz vieiously assaulted
as he was attempting to enocurags thosc attending the meoting to purchass,
g0 they ocould study, a pamphlet ontitled Healy Rcoonstructs the Fourth
Intesnational. As a leader of our movemsnt, the League for Soeiel ist
Action, he informed us that a group of persons known to him =nd othor
witneagea as mezbers of the BLL, and undor the direction of your nation-
al secretary, amsaulted him and gave him such a working over thet ha had
to be hospitalized- It was only by good chmce that he was not killad
and appeara to have suffered no permanent injury-

Tou ses, we know comrade Tate- We know him as a reveluticnary scoisllet,
as a Trotskyist of the higheat integrity and the firmeat dedication to
the causs of the international working olass movement that bears the
nama of Leon Trotaky and numbers within its ranks such fearleas fighters
as Hugo Blaneoo.

Aside from the political and moral eredentlals of the scouser - and they
are impoooable - your political committec publizhed a statement in your
official organ on August 20 that sustains his charpe. T4 18 in fast a
directive to members of your movement to act a8 Tate olaims they did
against him. It deolared publiely in your name that: ""Fe shall not
hesitats to deal appropriately with the handful of United Sesretarlat
agents who hawk it around the eyniecal fake-left in Bngland." S8inoe then
your paper, in its November 12 issus, reported an incident whers a rav-
glutionsry was beaten up and thrown out of = mesting where your national
secretary was the featured spesker because he wanted to defend his
organisation from the sttack and revilement that had been levelled at it
throughout the mesting. Instead of denouncing the assault of thia
revolutionary and his associates, the Newsletter approvsd. It scems
glear to us that these inecidsnts sustain Tate's charges-

Bven should you beliewve that Tate has ecnocoted his story, and. that
others, such az the Voix Quvriere, have consocisd thair stordecs for



reggons unknown to uz, it ias obvious that vou voursalves oust initlate

the action suggested by the 5WP, or some alternmative action whioh will
maks it impossible to mscertain the truth of Tata's charge.

Failure to do so, you must admit, tends strongly to affirmm the truth of
the oharges levelled against your national secretary and certain membars
of your movement.

s not think thet this is = s=all matter, an ineident that will blow
gver or that can be permitted to be overlocked by serious revolutionary
sooinlists committed to the herculean task of building & new socolety. And
do not justify vour failure to act along the lines of the SWP proposal
with any kind of rationslization that to do so would ba & form of eapit-
ulation to the pressure of the SWP, that it would smount to some kipd of
"win" for the SWP, which for many months now you have been abusing in the
columns of your press-

This would truly be epite that amounts to outting off your own nose
to save your faoce.

Even should you feel that the SWP has taken up thls matter, not at sll
in the interests of world Trotskylsm,but for some petty factioral consider-
ation - ard nothing whatscever in our long and elose association with the
SWF permits of such an interpretation - you should seriously ecnsider how
your failure to act will be interpreted by all those serpss the world who
consider themselves to be Trotskyists. Think what it zeans to those
gections of the British left who have alrcady heard or will yet hear of
this accusation. Think what it means to the interral 1life of vour moves-
ment.

We take it for granted that you are familiar with the longatanding and
tested policies adhered to by any movememt that calls itaslf Trotalyist
in respeot to the democratic rights of members of this movement, of work-
ing olass opponenta and even of exponents of wviews that can be said to be
potty bourgeois opposition views. Our movémant has always steod for &
full and free discussion of ideas. It hgas alwayas rejected absolutely all
attempts of any kirnd to infringe on, to curtzil, or to supprea2s this
process in any way, not to speak of viclent physical suppresaion. We have
taken this stand, not at all because it has long bean the Trotskylats who
have been denied a hearing, whose rights heve been trempled on, suppressed,
and whose gotivists have been beaten up and even murdered. We have taken
this stapd bocause the movement required to carry out the task that we
have set ourselves cennot ba built on any other prinsiple = because no
characterization of us or our ideas hold any %arror for us, becauss we
have nothing, not amrthing to hida-

If you hawve any doubts in this respect we would refer you to the
conduct of the SWP in collaborstion with Trotsky himself in respest to one
James Burnham. And since the NEW3LETTER on pccesion has ssen 9t in its
porsonal vendettas against leaders of the Unilted Socretariat to dip far
back in the history of such ssctions as the French - we would refer you
to Trotaky'as intervention in the Molinier incidm %.

Instead of responding to the B8WP's very simple and logical requeat
that you face your national seoretary with Tate's chprgea, that you plaee
him on trial, you have allowed your lesdership to go to the courts. Not to
a court of labor and socialist opinion composed of trade unioniasts, soeial-
izta whose aollectivity would assure impartiality and the getertination
of the truth, btut to the bourgsols courts, tke courts of the olazs anemy.



The first result of this violation of elemantary working class prineiple
has slready heaped ignominy on you. What satisfaction there muat be in
knowing that you have succeeded in wringing 21 guineas cut of working olass
papers for having published a letter by Tate protesting the assault on him,
ard in winning the thres of worse should they comment on the Tate incident:

Wa cannot tut help recall to your mind when you were teken o court, and
the capitalist judges handed down awards apgs net you. In the tral itien of
working class sglidarity with vietims of ogpitalist murg injustics, when
you were the victinm we responded to four appeal to the full 1imit of our
resources. We weloomed your natiomal secretary on our platform. We launch-

ed a spesisl finmcial drive through the rankas of our members and sympath-
igera and gave you a wery large sum of money.

Ard now having foreed, with bourgeois court ordars, the working class
press of Britain into silence, your vietorious solicitors have, upon the
advics of Gerry Healy, threatensd our comrade with a court injunetion,
restral ning nim fros siroulating information relevant to his case, including
the contents of this letter, we assume, or suffer the conssguencea. YTou
should know that no single issue in Canads today,not wages, not working
eonditions, but court injunotions unite the ranks of thes working clags
opposition to capitaliszm.

Let us assyre you that we ars as fully behind comrade Tate as we wers
behind you when you were being harassed by the courts. We will not hawve
him silenced and we will aid him in his efforts to the fulleat axtent of
oUr resouraass

What a legaoy of hatred for your mowvemont, what awful precedents are
being set by the eourse that your leadership lmmmched upon you by their
action in front of your meeting just last November at Caxton Hall.: Whers
will you go from here? What was the logic of the course that was set then?
Are you prepared to send comrade Tate to Jail for deflance of a court
injunction? Btop now! Turm back! 4ot on the suggestions of the WP - or
you will be forever lost to the idealogy of which you elaim to be the
sole practitioners.

Comradely,

Boss Dowson;
Executive Seoretary,
League for Socislist Actdion.

RIAT} THE
THIERMATICNAL SCCIALIST REVITW

Just cut: The January-Februery lssus,

single iasue 3/-,

pend tog Fieneer Beek Sarvioe
B, Toynbea Stroet,
Londgn, E,l,



THE MITED FROWT ty Leon Trotalky

The following is a part of the advice that

Leon Trotsky offered to the French Communist Party.

The following extract is of far more than purely

historical interest - his argusments carry weight

today with regard to the problems of today.
1. Tho took »f the Comrmniot Party 1o to leil! the praletirinn
revalution, In rlor t3 su'tion the praloteorist for the Jircet omouect
f power :n to cohiove 4t the Cosumict Purty smst boce itself on the
aoverwhol dng rnnjirity of the working clrss. G5 long o it lses "ot hald
thio najority, tho prrity -wmst fight to win it,

The porty oon smehiceve this only by ro-dning ~n obaxlutely inlepens=
lent srgnnizotiv with o gleir prosrna -n striet intornsl ‘iscipline.
Thot ia the roeceon why tho porty wos bounl to broeck 4 lecologienlly ondl
awrgendizatisn-lly with the rofsrniots on' the eontrists who Do nat strive
for tho pralotoricn rovolution, who prazess nelther the enpreity nor
the Jooire to proprore the nnsocs for rovslutisn, -nl vwhy by thoir entire
oo luet thwnrt thic work.

ny senber 3f the Camnisct Porty who Beoon the plit with tho
contristn in the mroe of Yanity of fareec® or Punity 3 front'! therehy
‘eonasterste that they 1o nst nterat-nt $£Hae ‘BC ¥ Cotmndog it thrt

thoy theiselves boppen o9 be in the Coaomniet Porty anly by ool lont.

2. Jtor cocuring itsalf »f tho o'wiploto in'epon’ense na’ i czligienl
honogonodity of ita ronko, the Comunist Party fighta for influcpes. u¥er
the sinjority +f the working cl-os. Thio struggle con be coeclor-tel ap
rotorle’ lopenfing upoin sbjective circunstsnecs -n’ the oxpe isncey of tho
tnotics enployol.

SJut it dg porfeetly sclf=ovi ‘ont thet the clops 1ife of the praletor-
int is not suspen’ed Jurdng thic poriod prep-rcotory to fthe revilutisn.
Closhis with 4n uwstrinlicts, with tho bourgesicie, with the otito powar,
s the Initictive of ome @ide or the othoer, run tholr Cue ciursc.

In these closhes = Inoofax =8 they involve the vitzl intercsta of
the cntdre worldng elcas, ar it S-jordity, ar this oF that Secfion - the
wurking -irsses sense the meed of undty dn cetdion, »f undity in resisting
the oncliught of eapitoaldiss o unity in tnking the Jfisnsive ~prindt 1E,
ny prrty which mech-nie~1lly counterpaxmion iteclf t>» this neel of the
warking oleez forvnity In -~etion will unfailingly ba eonloons? in thao
minls f the wirkero.

Gmadcuently the auestion of tho unite’ front fs Aot =%t =11, aither
in point 5f sripgin or subotance, n oueoticn of the reedprocol relations
between the Comnmumict porli-lentory froetisn ond thot 3F the Sacinlists,
ar betwoen thie Confral Camittes oI the two parties, or batwosn
1'HBumondite ofid Le Populnire. The problen of the ugited front - decpite
thae fect at o oplit i dpnevitebld in thio epoch between the waricus

1o r gaticne bapi guselves on the working sloss - grows
out of the urgemt need to cecure for the working cluss %he poscibility of




o upited front in the strupgle sgoinet enpitolicon.
Far thase why o nat unlerston? thic tngk, the poriy 1s s0ly o
propogonls ssedety, om nat oo Jrgondeatisn far onea colbian.

b 1 in casus whore the Copmnlst Porty e3ill re..cins on organizotion
of ¢ nunerdeslly inasipnific-nt tdnority, the epuestion of d€s csnluet
5 the iceo=gtrugplo front C:ec nixt hesuwoe o Jeelisive proctie-l conl
srgroiantiannl sidnlfic-pee. In auch eon’itiong; i~a0 cetlona rendn
un’er the lonlership of the 217 srponizotiopr witch by repsmn of their
still piywerful tr-otitions continue £ nloy the lecisiva rolo.

didilorly the problen of the undted fromt 'Jog not crilse in
ceoantriss whors - 8 in BFolgaeia, T3 cxaplo = the Corvmundst Porty is
the aile ler™ng srp-afisctissd of the Tadiling nmcasg,

But wherever the Comvmnist Fhrty -~lron’y capatitutes o blg, orgons
izel, piliticgl frrcey; but mot the ‘ceisive r—panitu'of wWiere¥ar tha
party o brocos argrnizotionslly, let us gny, cne=fourth, onea-thirl, ar
even o lorger prapartian of the orgronize’ praletarica v-ogo-rdl, it is
g.nfrontel with the ~uestion of the unite front in -1l its ceutuness.

If tho p-riy csbrstes smmo=-thir® or smo=helf oF the orolotorirn von-
gusr’, then the regnining h-1f or two=thir's -re orgonlzed by the reforalsts
ar centrista, 1t ia porfectly sbviosus, howewver, thot even thane workers
who atill aupport the rofurdiots om' the centrists cra vt lly dnterestad
in arintoaining the highest torinl st n'nrlo of living ~nd the groctust
posoibloe froe’on for atewggle. We oust consocuently s Jlevise sup trotic
a8 ©o vrevont the Colvunist Rerty, which will wm the oorrow anbfoce the
entire three-thir’s of tha wirking cliso, fron turndng inta - on’ 211 the
nore 83y from peturlly being = on orp-niz-tion-l shetoels in the way of
the current strupslic of the prolot ri- %,

3till nore, the Mrty oust ~ssune the indtistive in acourdng updty
in theae current strupflea. Omly in thia wey will the p-réty Jroe elasar
ta those two=thir’s who i mot o yat fol1low its ler’ership, who Jo nat
ra yet trusct the party beoruse they 21 not undloratrn? 1t. Only 4n this
woy e-n the porty win then Jsver,.
%, If the Courunist Party hal not broken rosticslly =md drrevaiesbly
with tho S53eial Deciiercta, 18 wauld ast have beeissa the prréy of the
praletarisn revolutln, t onl® nat hove token the first corious otepa
om the rood 7 revslutiom. IE wwld hove for evér racined o perli-aont-
exy oafoty=volwve cttnehal ts the bowrgeals stata.

Whoever, “oed Bet unlerst-ad this e nat koo the firet lettor of
tha SBEO oY Caeioanisri.

If the Cornamiat’ Tarty 910 not ook for orgeonizcti-nal -wonues ti-the
anl ER-~t % ovory¥ ziven gouont jalnt, eoor’incte] zeflon botwoan the



Cozmmict ond ths non=Co womict (ineluling the Suelcdd=Degogr tic)

Mirlting noGss yoere -l piaglble, (it woull hawe thereby liic bere 1fs
wn Incqgpocity ta2 win over - n the bogis of rwroa retion = thoe injordity
af the working ¢lzgss. It wmll lepenarcte into o Chtunist prapgopnda
gaeiety but never levalap inta o prrty for the connusst »f powsr.

it

It is nit epasugh €2 pragess the owarl, no nugt give it on o adgod
ig not onough t) pive the oworl mm elge, ne st know how to wleld It.

ftor soprroting the Covundste fron the refurdsots it 4o not
apsiph to fuaeg the Coounicte topether by usps I srgenlesstiancl
pline; it is necesanry that this srennizction shoul! lenrn fow to gulle
1l the eslloctiva cetivities oF the prolaterdct dn 211 spharos- 2 itg
1ivineg obrugrle,

Thie in the secan” letfter f the ~loh=bet af Crwanicn,

. Dyas the unitel front exton’ anly to5 the worlkdog ooocs or lef il
1:30 ineclule the opportinist laor- loroc?

Thoa wory nooing of this puestisn de o profuct of dsonlerntonline,
If we were chle sloply to unita the working i-soes aroun’ sur own bonner
e apount sur proctics] disediste alopsng, dnl ekip over reforndnst orgone-
izctliine, whiether porty sSf troce unidn, thot would sf esuree bs tho heat
thing in tho warl': Iat then- the rvery -westin of the apite’ frat woylld
nat exist in ito preocont Tarss
The cueatiop srisce Iram this, thot evrdsin wwery inportmt sect ong

I the wirking elnes belsng ti refardat orgonis-tians Jr suppart ther.
Their precsont expericénce is still insufficient t3 cnable they £ breck
with the rafirqdast rg-niectiomns n' 40in vz, It ¥ bo progisely c¥tor
engoging in “those mond ~ctivities, whish rre On-the arder 3% the . 's¥y, thot
g uaJar ehoenge will tolke 'plrece in this ¢onnection. That is just whot we
cra atriving Tor, ~ But that iz not how riotters stond ot pregont. To'rcy
the srgrinized portion of the working clegs io broken up inty three fori.
tiune, Ung of then, the Cyuniat, strives foword the pogdzl revelutian
apl pracicely bocruse o this cuppswwis concurreotly avery osvoosent,
however poartinl, of the toilers -g-inet the gipliiters :m? sgninet the
bouprrodls Etrto.

1

Inothor grouping, the raf

L |

ruiigks otrives toworl guaneildcotion with the
bourgesiocic. But in arfer not to lage thed ¥ influsnecs iver the yrarkors

X peingt the inncriost Jefdras T thair wn
lecderay to support the pordinl bovwenents - the oxpliite’ fgoinst the

tL

FInclly, there is o thixd griuping, the centrist, which conctontly
voeilrtos batwoon the sthor twi, and which hu6s ny in'epen’ent sipnific-nce.

The circuist noas thus ole Wailly palsibig joint retisn on - while
owiber 3§ wit=l istues betwecsn £he worsers wnlte in thoeee three rospasctive
wrgradzations cnd tha unsrginies’ (irgsag nlherding £2 thon,




The Civiuntats, =5 heos bosm 8-41d, 'met aot opaase such actions
but m the cintriry ‘ust 2lso assune the initirtive for theu, precisely
for the re-g:n th-t the grenter is the acsas Jrowm ints the cavouant,
the higher ite self-e:nfienee rices, oll the pare sSalf-cnfi’ent will
that nnss navenent be rnd nll the siire resilutoly will it be eoprble of
anrching forw o r', hawever ny»’eat G-y be the initial slogwnos of struggle.
inl this tesns thrt theé growth of the res aspeets o2f the Hovenent
tendse to poeslisd it, an’ erentas oueh nare frvorsble ginYitims for
the =lapans, ethals of steogrle, onl, in generpl, the la-ling role
I the Cotnmni ot PAarty.

The refiridsts drend the revilotioncry patenti-l of the ricss naves=
nent; thedr belivel -remn is the parlisnentury tribune, the tr:ole-union
burcnus, the rcrbitrotian boords, the ninistericl rote-chritbers.

On the controry, we nre, cpart fron oll other consilerctions,inter-
estal in drcpping the refortdists fra thelr csyluns end plocling then
alongpoide surselves befare the eves of the strupgling actaes. Hth o
carrect tootie we aton' only to gain from this. [ Comunist why foubw@or
fears this reserbhles o swiiier who hos approve’ the theses o tho best
pathal of sawi-rdng bmt Tnres not plunge inta the wnter,

6. Uoity of front esnsequently wresupposes our reo iness, within

certsdn 1inite onl om specliic dzsucs, to eorrelote dn proctice our metlong
with those of refir:ist srgenizatine, ta the extent to waich the l-tter
6till exprass tolicy the will of icportopt cections -F tho asbettled
irdlaterict,

Bat oiter pll,; 4idn*Yt we aplit with EhHen? Tag, bBeccuse we Jleagrees
wity then on fun.'mientnl suestions >f the working=-cliss ravenant. ol
yet we Sank orreciiont wlth thes? Tes, in =11 thico crsen whese the
inades thot fallow then nre ready t: cigoge in joint struggle together
with tho (izgsce thet INM1low us cod when they, the refirdate, e ta o
leszer af grecster Jegred eanpellel o becowwe ci dnstrulent -f thils struggle.

gt won't they sy that ofter splitting with thel, we atill necd thena??
Yag, 'their blobboriaiths ooy 5oy thie: Here ond #there preboly in our
win Foake ooy tocke Iright =€ 3%, But =3 rogar a the Brood worlkklng Opssce =
a¥on those who li nat fi]low ue mml wha OO0 pat #a yet wnderstond aur
gaile but wha o S22 twr ir thies 1-bour urgnanizotisne lociing o pornllel
oxistonce - thece inoges will cdrow fron our con'ugt this ernclusian,
thint leapite the split we ore o3ibnr averthings in our power b3 froeiliteots
ooity in =métiin for the ebesn.

7 . palicy ocdnel to secure the undte’ fromt lisce no% of course contain
cutamntie gu-rontees that undty dn cetion will rcetuclly be rttndped in
oll imetrnocs. on'the contropy, 4n oony e-dos ond perh:pe evan the
anjordity of cnses, srgondizotisns]l npgroenents will be only holf-rttsined
o perinps Bzt % 5ll. But 1t d8 necesocry thot the stvuprlling aoEses
shoull alwrys be given the opportunity of coavinging theiwmelves that the
non=n¢hleverient of unity dn setisn w-8 not e £ our foriclictie
irrecsncilobility but to the lock 3f ranl will 3 atruggle oo the port of
tha refircista,.




In entering int: ogroecents with othuer orgoadeationa, we nsturclly
sblignte ourceolves ta = gertsin Jiseipline in =etisp. But this
Yecipline connat be -bsolute in cheracter. Inm the avent thot the
refirnists begin putting brejes on the struggle to the sbvius Jetrisent
+f the faverent -n' ~et crunter to the zituntizn and the maals >f the
1n88e8, we re ra in’'gpenlemt orgopimntisn clwoys reserve the right €0
lerd the strusple ta the amd, #al thins withsut our teoporary seni--lliea

This acy give rise t3» o new sharpeoning >f the sbrupgrle betwecn us
~nd the roef raists, Put it will no longer invalyve oo sinple Pepetition
2f ane ~nd tha &-..0 sot 3f i'ers within n shut-in eirele but will sigrify-
provides! our toctie is earreet - the extensisn 2f cur dafluence aver
new, fresh groupe of the pralztarict.

8. It is nossible t2 see in this =nalicy - r-opro-chacent with the
pafuraists anly froe the stealpaint of £ journolist whi beileves thot he
ri’s hinself of refordsa by rituc-listic-lly eriticiming 1t without over
lecving his elitori=l office but who is ferrful of cl shing #ith the
refirdiots befare the eyes af the wirking vrsses ond glving the lotter on
sppartunity to aomradse the Comrmnist -ond the rafarioist oo the esusl
plone of the 'nea struggle. Behin! this scening revolutiunary ferr of
“peanpreaschenent” there reslly lurks o politien]l prsaivity which Secks ©3
perpatunte -n Jrler of things wheroin the Coorundsts sinl rofsrndats ench
rot~dn their mwm pigilly Jecrente! sphercea o»f influenca, thelr ounm
suliences ot neetinga, thedr swn préss, rnd rll thig trgether ecroctod on
11 ued o of serlsus =alitier) strursle,

9. W& broke with the peéfrr-dsts ~nl ceatrists in sr'er t5 abtcin com-
slate fresdsn in eriticizing perfily, botr-y 1, inlecisiin :ml the hclf-
wriy sprit in the lcbour novenent. For this recson rny sart 1 vrnhniec=
tion:l spreevent which restricts our frecw: »f eritdcion -n’ cgitotion
is ~boslutely unnccoptrble £2 us. We piortieln-te in o upitel front but
13 nat for o single miament begone 'lesalvel in it. Vo Tuncticn in the
apited front -8 .n inepenient Yetseheont., It is nrcedsely in the course
sf struspgle thot broad a-sses nmet lecrpa fro exporisnce thot 'we fight
batter thon the others, th-t we sec nore eleurly thom the athars, taot we
ar@ more rudccisus ol resylute. In this wry, we shodl bring closer the
hour »f the united revilutisnney front under the unlicpute!l Ciiiunist
lealership:




BOOK REVIEW
SUHPLIS GCAPITAL AND
HEALIZATION OF 3URPLUS VALUS
EY ERNVEST MAlllEL

MOMOPOLY CAPITALISH by Paul k- .HIEEEJ and the late Fsul A. Baran ia an
interesting and isportant book. It reproasenta an attempt to explaln the
contemporary functioning of the capitalist syatem in the Undited Statea with
the Marxist tools of analysis. But it resolutely breaks with the sterco-
type repetition of the Hilferding-Lenin analysie whioh is, after all, wmors
than half a century old, and tries to apply tho toole in an independent way
to the reality of to-day.

Monopoly Capitalism is more than that. It is sn attempt to explain
all the typical aspects of American ageisty tedday = its forelgn polioy and
the rise of mental illnesa; the crisis of the educaticnal system and the
militant upsurge of the Negro movesant - by the seoio-sconomie roots of that
soglety whioh the authore are convinecsd they have discovered. Muoh of that
analysis iz stimulating and soma of it is n coursgeous advance compared with
the positions which Bwesgy defended in The Thegry OFf Capditaliat Dovelopmant
and The Fressnt A8 History.

2ut interosting as it would bo to oritically analyse mny of these parts
of Monopoly Capitslism, it woulsd distrn st attontion from what should be the
mal n problem posed by tha book: the diseussion of tho problom of "ﬂ.urplas
absorption" and the relitical perspectivas which the suthors kave drewn
frog their economic analysisz.

In The Poldtical Ecunun Of Growth. Paul &A<Baran had shovn the aperative
ngafulness of the notion of "economie aur'p.'i.qn for understanding the economic
problems of the hnderﬂﬂ?elupad oountries. Contrary to the current apolegetic
assumption about the "vicious eircle of poverty" - "wnderdeveloped countries
are poor becauss they invast too littlejand they invest too littls because,
g5 & result of thelr poverty, too small a part of too small an intoma ecan
be invested" - Baran proved that the potential investment fund of thease
couns=~ien [:1..3;the part of tha natione] income not consumed by the produgers)
18 actually a larger part of national income than in the industrialiged
sountries. Thereby he counterposed to a tedious tautolegy (the 'I:lar:.]-:ur.a,rﬂ
countries ere backward because thoy are backward":that's what the "vioious
eirele of poverty" reslly says) en amslyticsl and sceially eritical g explan=
ation: that there is & substantial petentizl investment fund in the baekvard
countries, but this cannot be chamna 1led towards speeded-up econcmic growth
becausa of apeci ific sooial forces!{ the natlive ruling olassez and foreign
imperialism) with whose interesta such a chennelling would claah.

The advantage of the Baran thosis i2 e deuble oro: at one and the zame
time it explains why therc has been no significant economic growth in thoas
gomi-colonial and colonisl countries which have remained imprisoned in their
pld social stristures and in the copitalist world market;, amd why thoss
osountries which, thanks tc s social reyolution have broken those fetters,
actually have experisnced a proosss of economls growth st sometimes breath-
teking speed-

In lh::-"'ll:l]:l{:-l}’ Lapitalism, Sweezy and Baran now try to apply the same
aategory of Taconomio surplua to the most advhnoed industrisliged cepitsl-
iat soclety of today! the United States of jmerics-. Their thesis oould
briefly be summariged as follows:

ot o oertain pbage of capital concentrztlon there cocura s desisive
lfhangs in the way the zarxet operates- Under sonopely capitalism, the |
MOWOPOLY CAPITALISN :an Euﬂeﬁ on the amcrioan Doonomie and Sooisl Ordary by
FPaul A.Baran & Paul M-Bweszy 1366. Monthly Review Prasa,40%pp- % 3.75.




papitalist entreprencurs had to be content. I drew the oonolusion that ad-
ministered prices and high surplus profit,had cut loose the corporations from
control by inveatment banks snd made them finanoially autnnomoua, their main
probles becoming one of dispesal of surplus ecapitel. I dindicated that the
main uses for this surplus capital wers (1)investment in salas sffort and
service industries (which havs the great advantage of enjoring a lower
organie composition of eapital, and sould thereby counteract the tendency to-
wards a declining rate of profit resulting from an lncreasidg orgarle somp-
ceition of capital, (2} inoresse in militery expanditures and (3) foreigm
investments.l Excess espaoity and surplus capital without outiets scamed for
me A8 for Sweegy and Baran the main comtradietory featuresa of monopoly
capitaldsm.

If one ocompares this spalysis with that of Monopoly Capitalisz ane
gould get the impression, at first sight, that the only diffarencas are tari-
inological: where 1 speak about the growth of aurplus capital, Sweegzy and
Baran speak about the growth of "eoonomic surplus”.

It would be sasy 4o =erFesus of ocourss that even that difference is not
simply terminologloal, but strikos at the roots of Merxist sconomic thesory.
Sweezy and Baran define the category "scomomic surplus" as "the difference
betweon what a soolety produces and the cost of producing it"{p*g} in & rary
loose way. If one usas the definition in & literal sense, one oould csonclude
that the problem which they call "surplus absorption" iz just the old problem
af "surplus-value realiszation”.

But the authors do not stiok conaistently to that definition. BSuraly,
deprooclation sosta - shstractions made of exeess sllowsnces which are just
hidden profit, l.e. surplus value = are not part of surplus vaiue but re-
production of constant capital. Equally to take sales oosts eh bloo as part
of the surplus is to indicate that this notion encompamsea somethlng more
than surplua walue. Byidently, ths part of ssles cgsts which is just re-
produoticn of capital invested in the serviece ssetor is not part of agedal
capital. Bo one gets the inprassion that the authors have mixed together
surplus ¢capital and surplus produet, and that they would need at least to
disentangle theas two categorise before they ecould prove convinoingly that
the "numlua"l:anﬂ. the rate of profit) has been eonstantly inoreasing aines
1923.

These are not Just semantic niceties. In o market economy "surplus
product” can be disposed of only through exchange: it assumes the physieal
form of sommodities for whioh there are no customera. "Surplus capital",on
the contrazy, is petential purshasing power whieh, for the moment, finds
nothing to buy. One now sess the logieal inecnsistency of adding surplus
pradust to surplus us%ital. whare indeed an operation of subtraction would
be more to ¢he peoint.

The real problem is a double one: to inveateﬁggf%nl ir such a way as not -
to further reduce the narket for the existing monopolies which slready
operate at leas than full capacity becauss of insufficient markete; to assure
& constant level of capacity utilization for the existing industries,
although the laws of motion of ecapital tend 4o depress this level of capacity-

The answer t2 the Tfirst probles has been 11l now: tha pilitary eatelk-
lishment, the ssrvice industries and espitsl export. The answer to the 2nd
problem has been sasentislly, eredit,i.e. a coloszsal private and publie debt
struoture, and ccnstant inflation (ineidertally, tho gusstion of transfer pay-
mants of the state, of social welfere, and in general of tho budget a3 a
source of incame to realise part of the surplus valus without immedistely
reducing either wages or profits has its place in this chapter.)-

The gqueation of visbility of ths economic system in the long mn carn



dominant corporatione are ao strong that they can practieslly suppress price
competition and price outting. But teshnologicsl innovation continuss st the
same time, and the dominant corpormtioms continue to respond to strong inocent-
ives for sutting production ogsts. Therefors there comes into being a widen-
ing gap between production eosts and selliing pricas, ecs g result of which the
rate of profit tends to inorease sharply: Or, to put 1t in the author's
worde: the econozic surplus tendes $o grow constantoyr.

But ths monopolists must now dispeose of the surplus. And the normal cut- °
lets for surplus absorption seem to Be blocked. Consumption by the cepital-
ists themselves does not grow at an ever inoreased pace (tha authors use
only one indicator to prowve this,i.e. the fect that distributed dividends re-
present a deelining portion of total net corporate profits; but the demonat-
ration secms to us quite gonvineing). Productive investment camnot grow ot
such a paco either, for this would oroate an cven Bigger surplus abeorpllon
problem and would rapidly snowball into a tremendous exesess cepacity. To put
it in other words, the corporations don't invest just bPeoause thoy have funda
avallable; they inwest only if they oan be ressonably sure of salling the
products the newly invested capital will produce.

80 4f normal means of surplus sbsorption become mora and more insuffie-
ient and inadsquate, new means muat be discovered. 4nd tho suthars quote
three mad n forma of surplus sbsorpticon whioch have risen %o phenomonal pro=-
portions sinea tha firat and especislly tha seocond world war,i.s. sines
monopoly capitalism fully developed its nain treitat a steppring up of salea
affort. an cxpansion of the means put at the diaposel of oivllian government;
end an oxpansion of military expenditures. The general t*nJanﬁy, therefars,
13 $t0 contlnuously incresse the irrmaticnaslity of the ayetac. Mare apd pora
poople are tusy producing more and more goods which are aither usaless or
wasteful or outripght hammful. They san't find any satisfaction in this sort
of activity. «nd more and more paople are kept busy trylng to canvines tho
majority of oltigzens that theso uselass, wa::.‘l;_f'l..l ar outright harmPiul thinga
should be bought or paid for by all means. The international Jeplicatione
4f guch an irrational system are cvident: more and mors mggreasiona gbroad-
amcng other things to support the growlng foreign investments of the larga
fmorican corporationa = gvantually leading towards the brick of" tatal
irrationality - nuolear world war and solf-desteuction.

Much of this analysis iz not news Oweezy and Baran drew heoavlily upon
tha most intelligent academic anslysds of contemporary sapitalism, especially
Btpindl and R,-;le_cki.r The theory of the raversal of the tordenay towards
declining profits after the first world war into am apparent tendency fo
inereaging profit has been developed at length by the imerican Marxist sson-
pmist,Joseph Gillmen.” And the same author has also highlichted the tremend-
pus incresss in the sales ecsts since the appearance of monopoly capitaliam,
although he draws from it quite anothexr eonclusicn than Gweczy and Baran.
(For @illman, irn brlef, unproductive expenses auch =2 azles efTort at homs l
and abroad are indispenaable for the realizstion of surplus walus to deter-
mine "pet profit" and thereby the dsoline of the rate of net profit continues-
%o ba walid.) Rosa Luxenburg cetablisked mors than fifty years ago the
importance of zilitary expenditure for surplus value rgalization. snd the
reviewer arrived in the beginning of the sixtisez at a zeries of comeclysicns,
part of which are similar to those which Bweery and Baran drawx today:

I gtresaed the appearanoe of two average ratess of profit in the economy
af monopoly cspitalism: the average rete of surplus profit enjoyed by the
monepslist sorporations; <he lower average rate with whish tha rest of the




only be answered if one examines the contradicticns ariaing in both theee
fislda: the absorption of surplus capital and the shsorption of surping
product. And here we have the key to the basic weakness af the Sweesy-Baren
apalysia. By mixing together surplus capital md purplus product in their
sategory of "economic surplus} and thereby being unable to disentangle
problems of excess capital absorption and excess com=oditiza disposal, they
glur ovsr ths main contradiotions of the aystem which undarzine it asccnomio=

Eili‘ﬂn the one hand, ths U.3. corporations eould only have a guarsntead
growing market for their goods (a guaranteed rate of operation for their
prowing productive ocapacity), if one assumes complete contrel over tochriol-
ogloal innovation and complets dissppearance of priece competition. This
aasumption = which is at least ir parts of Monmopoly Capitalias impliodt in
the suthors' analysia - is urwarranted and in fact contradioted by actual
devalopments-

The monopolist corporaticns are in fiarce coupetitdon with foraign
rivals for shares of the world market, and these shares can fluctuate rather
sherply. They ars challenged in thedlr own home sarket by foreign sompetlitors
and by"new industries". Purthermore,pericdieal dsclines of the industrial
PeserTe Army f&uring and sfter tho second world war, in the sixtios) tend tc
exert upward pressure on wages which oan only be pombatted through stepped-
up automation,which reconstitutes the reserve army and brings downward
pressure to bear upon Wagas.

For theso reasons, notwithstanding a growing cutflow of capital from
productive to non-produetive purposaes (militery production being considered
non-productive in this sontext),thers ias ths distinot threat of a declining
rate of utilization of productive capacity, &4 2 rate of 1lnorease in product-
ivity out-steipping the rate of growth of productiorn, end therefors of
growing unemployment. The "sutomation axploai on" cannot be contalned within
the framework of a stagnsting but self-content sceiety as Sweesy and Baran
depiet it. It poses problems which monopoly ocspltalism cannct solwe within
the framawork of its economic modus cperandi- Ome way osut of course would be
an increasing nusber of "conventional® warz. “nd there is certainly a
relation between the escalation of imperialist aggresslon in Vietnax and
the difficulties of the American socnomy, undle to abeorb four million un-
employed even after the unheard-of peried of five yesrs prosperity

On the other hand, a temporary solwtion of the overoreduction problem
has been possibla only through the srection of = colessal debt sfructure
ard of constant inflation. Bventually this would tend to discrganise any
o 1talist economy - but 1t pould take & very long time to do so -
provided the U3A were insulsted from the outaide world. Pat, oe fourss, 1t
iz nothing of the kind. Inflation inside the USL - &5 a nacessary orop
against recurrent grave crises of overproduction - has worldwide sonsequences
of whioh the internstional capltalist class and its economists are wery well
awares The contradiction between the dollar as =n instrument for anti-
reoession policies on the T.8. market and the dellar as n mesns of payment of
the world market, is rapidly zeaching an explosion peint. #nd the grave
international monetary crisis whiok 18 in the =malking will have ite
sonsequences on the US sconomy $oo.

We cannot thereforse scoept the opnelusion of the authers that there are
no internal forces inside ths econemy of monopely capitaliasm which are
gtrong anough to challenge the system. Ihis conclusion again res=ts on the
jmplicit apsumption thet monopoly eapitalisz om somehow guarzntea the mass
of the wage and salary esrners - the vast ma jority of Americsn soclety -

s constent and slowly rislng living standard.




Otherwise, the thesis of the authors that the "organized corealof ths
Armerican working clasa) in the basio industries hawve to a larege extent bean
integrated into the system as consumsrz and idealogleally conditioned membaors
of tha unninty’(g-jﬁi avon if it 1s fairly sccurete description of the
aitustion today, would by no means ba a velid proposition for the future. If
one assumes that ths dual forces of sutomation and inflation will introduca
growing instabllity into the American sconsxmy, thare is gt lemst a reascnable
agsamption that this instebility will eventuslly undermine the stability of
the union btureauoraoy and the relative cuiesocenca of ths workers. Aotive ¥
oppoaition to monopoly capitaliem whioh is +oday lar gely confined to the
negro movement, the = tiwar protest of tha atudent youth, snd relative milit- ®
aoy of cortain lower-paild wmage and salary sarners, spuld red ily blossom
af&iﬂ into a powerful and unbesatable alliance arpund the industrial working .
2lassg.

Having lost sight of the maln internal contradictions of sontemporary
monopoly eapitelism, Sweesy and Barasn look, dove all,towards world revolution-
ary developments as possible avenues Tor challenging and ocverthrowing
American monopoly capitalism. Taken by itsalf this is & healthy development,
for Marxiesm iz internationslist by its wery nature, =pd we fully agree with
Swaezy and Baran that the main task for the progressive foroes of dAmerloan
gooliety today is 4o 1ink up with forces of world rewolutics which are
challenging the mle of Capital on all continents.

Having discovered world revolution, Swecsy and Baran correotly stross
its permanent charscter,i.e. its tendeney to grow into a spocialist stage.
Here again we can only agree with them. 4nd further, that the growing
involvement of the U.3. miling elass in military um‘f‘lintihg;’_ﬁh world
revolution, will bring about important transformations in’donscicusness of
parts of the Jmeriean population seems also obvious. Thers is s direst link
between the revolt in the Negro ghetto and the African revolution. The
counter-ravolutionary =¢ tiona of the U8 momopolista magainat the Cuban and
tha Vietnam revolutions are the major causes of the new radicalization
among “American students and American intellectuals.

But there still remsing the inescapable ceonclusion that sll these .forces
are today ninority foroes in Jdperican soolety; that evem the conscicus option
in favor of sooialism, as & result of the example of the more efficient and
gore demooratic functioning of the muntries calling themselwas zooialfst,—
some time in the future predicted by Baran and Sweezy,- conld only be & mintir-
ity action, as are sll purely idealogleal options in hiatory. Thia much is
sertain = in the sbsence of powerful socic-sccnomic motives growing from the
basin inu.ta'hilit_.g uf‘ American sgoisty,the haope for & revolutionary overthrow
of monopoly napitalisﬂ “by these Toroes remains lsrgely utopian.

Worse, if the procass of world revolutdon, with its inevitable upa and
downs, continues in the semar of an overall sxpansion, snd if the military
irvolvement of U8 imperdallsm against thls prooess likewisa growaj erd if at
the sams time the majority of the “mericean psople remains passively integratad -
in s spciety whish puarantess at lezat itz basle welfare, than we came to the
terribla comolusion that no objective forcea could in the long run prevent
nuclear world war,i.e. prevant the dmerican tuling classa, when finally in
extreme frustration end isclated in its own part of the world, to dafend the
dast part of its empire by all the means skt itas disposal, including nuelear weapons
waapons. Certain no gutslde foroe could prevent some Amsrican Hitler from
doing 8o

But we cen ses no basic reason to mccept such A pessinistie conclusian,
which flows more or leas logically from the 3weezy and Baran analysis.




Growing world revolutiom will also bring with it growing sconomic diffieult-
iesa for many parts of the international capitalist ayatem, ard inevitebly for
the US coonomy too- Incressed intertwining of the dmerican ard internstional
capitallst econcmy will eventuslly tranaform the erisis of world capitalisc
inte a erisie of #merioan capltalism. The crisis of Auerican capitalise will
Aheke up the pasaivity of the fmerican working olass as it did. in the thirties.

Outside the general line of ressarch of tho problems of sutomation and
inflation - although intimately related to them - thare appeara the supplam=
entary problem of the internetionsl fraguentation of ths oyole of world can-
italism. One of the cein"stabiliszing" factors of world capitalism after
World War 2 has been the shsence of a genaral reocasssion. Bdince 1945, recess—
ions in the US4 (and in a Pew countries intimately linked with US economy),
have eoinclded with a contimuous boom in most of the Western Buropesn capit-
alist courntries and in Japan. énd in the last three vears receszlona which
ocourred successively In four major capitalist countries (Franua,ltaly,Jupgn
and now Britain) coineided with an uninterrupted boo= of tho U3 sconony. The
fragmentary character of thess recezsions, of courss, actod aa a powarful
factor limiting both thedr depth and thedir duration.

But will this fragmentation last? V1ll not a recession in Western Ser-
many have more severs consequences for the whole international systen? Would
not the mext US recession scoineids with & phase of ths oyele in Vastern Burops
where most of the forees generating long-tern growth heve slready spent them-
selves, and thereby cause a genersl recession in +*he whole international cap=
itelist economy? These guestions and many others striks one as . rovelant,
and they should st least be resclved before one accopis the extreme conoclusz-
ions of Nonopoly Capitalism that no basic instability of the systez'will oreate
a powerful spoial ochallenge to 1t from within the TUnited Bkates.

We admit that posing the questlon is not answering i4: XNore time,more
independent anf§ collective ressarch, discuassior and dsbats by ell Marmdats, on
both sides of the Ocean, will eertainly be necegsary, before a defMnitive
angwer will be found %o these guostiona. Oot.1.19566
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L. Bwoezy and Baran deny that foreign investmernts are ar outlet for 4hg
“surplus",because,they say,inflow of profit from foredsn investomta are grost-
er than outflow of private capital im the U3A. They forget,howsver, govern-
ment expenditura in the form of forelgn loans and gifta, in ita double role
aa an outlet for surplus capital dn the T34 and ag additions] purcgaging
power used by the receliving countries to import additional qiantitias and
values of US commodities.

f. That such a subatraction has a very real meaning oan be shown by the
axample of the war economy, under which the surplua produst tskes the
phyeical form of weapons and tha surplus capital is f{ransformsd inte
gorarrment bondd to finance the purchseo of these weapons-
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CARADIAN SOCIALISTS MAKE GAING

Canada's labour party, the New Demooratic Party, has now,
According to the latest Gellup pell, the suppart of 26 of the
electorate - equal tc that of the official capitalist opposition
party, the Progreseive Qomservative Party. But it is continuing
to leave the important srena of mmnicipal palitios to the
practitionera of the Iiberal-Tory ghell game,

In the centre of its atrength in the country, Toronto, 1t
faile to present a slate in the racent elections and it
present®d  only a pertial one in Vaneouver, British Columbis,
where 1t has been the offisial oppoaitlon for decadss,

The Toronto branch of the Lergue for Soeielist flotdon boldly
stepped ints the gmp thers by running 1te orgeniser, Arthur Young,
for the Board of Control. The foung Sooialist Forum, Canada's
most widely resd publication of the student left, entered its
editor John Riddell, in the Board of Edusation Contest in one of
the central wards, Both cendidates were backed by the Yorkers
Vanguard, whieh is edited by Hoss Dowson, the executive sworetary
of the League for Socialist letion,

In Vancouver, Jean rands, snother sditor of the Youngs Socialist
Forum, wes endorsed by the youth magazine and the League for Secialist
iction as a sandidate for mEFOT,

In the Toronto contest, irthur Young polled some 10,000 vates,
this compares with 88,036 votes cast for the hishaat of the four
candidetes who won,

His campaimm streased the danger of the growing eacelation
of the U.5, war of aggresion, and pointed o the hume expenditures
upon it a8 a major cmuse of the spiralling cost of living.

"The more then #36 million & dny spent on the war repreacnts
money which could have been invested to produce csra, homes,
appliancea, schools, food. Because it is not, there are shortases
of these items in the froe of incroased demends. Thelr prices
shoot up," stated the ocampadan leaflet. Young crlled upon civie
politieisns to use their weishiy office to oppose the murderaus
and inflationary war, snd to aid the shoppers' fight ageinst prieca
gouging,

Jome of the warmest response cams to Toung's attack on the cityls
housing record, s he scored the civie administration for its
[ndlure to build more tham a token nurber of low-cost housing mita,
and to his demand +that the growing tax burdsn be placed on the
wealthy corporations, not on the small homeowner, Hie prosrame
alao ealled for the removal of 211 Tor fares, and the eatablishment
of a medicare and insurance plan, It attacked the numerons eppointad
boards which exercise pewerful ecentrol over the livea of all
Torontonisns without being responaible to them, and demanded that
the boards be reconstituted to reflect the populsr will,

In Vancouver, the campeign waged by 2l-year-old Jean Rends
arcused widespread interest. Her two apponente were both millioneres,

Columist DBud Elaie of the Vanoouver daily Frovinece commented;
"It is odd, perhaps, that she i & better spaaker than either
Meyor Rethle or /lderman Tom Campbell, But it is what she Bays,
not how she saya it, that thay are more likely to remembear.”

The programme advooated by Jean Hands called for the withdrawal
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of \merican troops from Vietnam in order to win the way there, She
was quick to point out over the redis CJOR that Vietnam is a elvie
issue because of the danger of the U.3. govespent implenenting
Eisenhowar's threat to use atomie wespons, and thereby unleash a
nuclear holocaust,

ithile Rathie and Campbell endorsed the use of injunotions against
the trade-umion movement and sgree with the jailing of four logal
trade unionists for ignoring them, Rands ceme out strongly for the
trade unions to strike when, how, =snd as they see fit, She stood
for the immedirte relesss of the four Iimprisoned uniocniste.

fiands demanded the expropriation of sll privately owned land
now being used to gouge the publie of millionsa of dollars every year.
Low cost subsidized houaing snd changes in property tex in favour
of the workers were other mejor planks in her prograome.

In urging a vote for the three youthful candidates, the Legus
for Soclelist fotlon declared in a leaflet, of which 60,000 ccples
were distibuted:"/ oclear identification of the clty administration
with the anti-war movement in Cansde could lead to the end of
Canadisn collusion in this dirty war and strengthen the forces in
the U.3. urging the withdrawal of U.5. trecps [rom Vietnam.

HIE0 BLANDO IV TEMPORARY URLLY from "The Militant!

The international gamrimnm tn save the life of im slenned _easnant
leader Huzy Blanes is having re,ercussirna even amons the Peruwvian
military nuthorities =ho sre t7 dscide the gueation of hie life

nr deathy There iz rerson to believe that the world-wilde outecry
demnnding ~n rnesty for Blanco has succeeded in pRining B res ite
for the frased-up revnluticnary, although the danger to him dis still
sreat. (Blanco wns sentended to 25 years in the prig-n fortress

af W1 Fronton, but the roseoution hna pow demsnded +the denth
prenalty from Peru's hichest militeary ceurt, ~hich is hearing the
arpeal on the case,)} MNector Bejar, himself a nolitical riacner

in Peru, wrate a letter on December 30th which appeared in the
Jamuary igsue of 'la Quatrieme Internationsle!, organ of the French
gectirn of the Pourth Internationnl, in which he rearteds

Mees On Jan. 15th, the tribuncl snes sn vacation until Svril. In
addd tisn, cmny ollitary flsurees, inolwilng some membera ol the
tribunal, are taking their retiresent., It saems that the present
members of the tribunel heve been stnriled by the internati-msl
protest and don't mant to 'have this desth on their eonscience!.
They 1rafer t9 leave the res onaibility 4 theoze vha will reclacae
them becnuse they burned thelr {insers In thls buainess. For thie
reagon I believe they will ;refor 4o drer 1t ot 8o that thelr names
won't be mixed in with sich n desth aentence. Mevertheless it is
necegerry to rem ain very vizil nt, becauee it could be that they
have been waiting all this tine for the comeaim for Home to die
down, for pe~ple to foreet the thin~ A little, snd then they =ill
nffer us a sur rise when larliscent ia not in sesaion end the
Umiversity students ore cn vacntion., [bove nll it must nnt be
forgotten thot g death sentence ie garried cut within 24 honns.

“The anly way to oounter this mancevre ia tn ipteneify the ecampaigm
and to take sdventsme of the time gnined in order tn brosden it."
Cont’d n,18




Hugn Blaneco Contimued

The -~utrame at the threst ¢~ Alonen's life hag reaghed mnas

o -nrtl-ons in Peru iteelf where 15,000 -wen-le filled the Tlaga
San Martin in Idima on December 2nd o desand freedom forp Huon
Blanes, The frllawing eyewitness re ort was ublished by 'la
fmrtrieme Internntionale's

"Priday the meeting took wlace that we hed been re aring for during
the a8t month. "¢ were wery sur;rised that they rermitted us to
use the Flazs 3an lartin, the most favourable place for such n
demenatraticon, Then we thowught thet they had anthorised it to
make us look ridiculous begnuse of the sm=ll number of denmnnstrators
in such a htgs nlece..s but the Fleza was filled to ovarflowling
with neople. The meeting wes enthusiastic, warm, the penile of
Idima were offering us their support end enliderity... Hfter the
meeting the demonetrators... stopped in freont of the government
palace to shout, 'Freedom for Hagn Bleneo'!, mntil the nolice
dig;eraed them."

flmoet & soore of politieal vrisoners in lexles Clty sent &
letter from prison tn the bi-weekly megazine 'Polition!, demrnding
Pthe lmmediste relesss of Humo Bleneo, Pedro Cendels,Hector Sajlar
and other guerillas, workers snd pessants imprisoned in Peru M

4 moving open letter by Jacoueline Iobaton on behdlf of the
Commi ttee for the Defence of the Righta of lan, urged intensifi-
cgetion of the campaipn, She hasa hed -ersonal ex-erience =ith
Peru's notorious prisons hawing been laoced behind bara #a n
hostame while the rovermment hunted down and execated her husband,
who plaged s prominent role as a lesder in the movement launched
by Luig de la Puente Toede in 1965,

"1 sm sepding you warrmest greetings,” she wrote, "in scdte of the
genaarehip... I only want you to share today the comrlete triumph
of the meating which =% held at the Flaza San Mertin Frideyr Dec,
Z2nd. I want to tell you that the -eople, free of fear, resecbled

g anldier reanlutely deferdings the righte that have been $racmled
upderfoot in recent years. Tnjust oersecuticn, bese crices, 1llegel
sentences, hawve sullied cur gountry. But we =re convinoed-
becmuse we are devoted to tasks which mare aweet to fulfil when lifa
ig inwvolved= of the worth =nd bematy of human beinsw... The defenos
of Hugs 18 Tikes & sobhp"



