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MALCOLY X - MARTYR IN THE CAUSE OF FRREDGM

By Joseph Hansan

The assassination of Malcolm X February 21 was a heavy blow to the
: rusdom struggle in the Wnited States and with it the struggle for sonialiam
throughout the world.

The political identity of those who plotted the assassination has not
,." basn established. On February 16, however, Malcolm X charged at a publio
v ebing, reported 1A the February 22 issue of the Amsrican sccialist weekly, The
pilitant, that the bombing of his home two days earlier had been ordered by the
Slock Muslim leadsr Elijah Muhammad. He said that Raymond Sharrieff, supreme
conbain of the Fruit of Islam, the Black Muslim defense guard, had threatened him in
v publiec telegram, He nccu sed the Black Muslims of having friendly relations with
-6 terrorist Ku Klux Klan and Lincoln Roolwell's Nazli organisation. He cited
rcverel atbempts on his lifo and he charged that although the police knew about the
plans to attock him they hed done nothinge Tlain olothes men were in the audicncs
when he was shot down.

Tho most roactionary forces in the United States had reason to seek the
doath or .dalcolm X, He was rapidly moving to the forefront as the most authentic
voice of the freedom-secking Nugro masscs in the United States. +Jhat he represented
was the riss of a new militant consciouzness that is now beginning to challsnge the
.14, conservotive, pacifist-minded leadership. His views wore e¢volving and whils
‘¢ remaincd to be seen how far he would go, he was clearly attracted by revolutionary
coginlism, Coming noress the American Trotskyiat movement, he paid it high rcapeet,
svo-eloped friendly rvlations with some of its members and lcaders, and was beginning

study ita tenets. Recently he became a subscribsr to Yorld Cutlook.

Maleolm X belonged to the genaration that was shaped ideologicelly under
the twin eircumstances of World Var IT and the monstrous betrayals and defaults of
tha Stalinized Communist parties. These circumstances operated with special force
on him a3 a member of an oppressed peopla.

His rcbellion, as ean ofton be the cass, at first tock the wild form of

.. ..usncy. However, after bitter experiences, including a lorg torm in prison, he
sagan to seek the causes for his miserable position in society. “His first steps in
‘Wil process, agnin, were not unusual, The religion given him wos bad, he deeided.

t he did not proceed dircetly toward o scientific outlook. There was no powerful
secinlist or Communist movement in the Unitod States to help him in this step. Ho
wert through a transitional stage of seeking ~ more humane and positive religion.

‘o o time he thought he had found this in the Black Muslim faith., But this, too,
roved inedequate to his inquiring and developing mind. Breaking from Elijah Muhammad,
.2 turned to the orthod ox Muslim sources, He had not completed this phase when he was
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The rise of the Negro movement in the United States, which was fostered
by the consequences of Werld Yar IT and the great postwar revelutionary Upsurge in
the colonial world, bogon to draw Melcolm X out of the shell of religion and into
the active world of politiocal struggle. Talents of a high order cast him for the
role of a leader in this mighty movement, and toulevisicn helped convert him inte
a national figare of gruat prominence in a romarkably short $ims, - Thoro was littlo
doubt that he was markod for a consequontial role in the frocdom struggle in the
United States.

His turn in this direction, roprasontativo of the trond of the most
promiging scctor of the black nationalist movemant, wna high-lightcd by hia forming
a political grouping, the Organizaticn of Afro-Amcricaon Unity.

The principal issue on which he stood, and which gave him his
extroordinary appoal to the Negro messes, was the right of self-dofense and advocaoy
of practiocing it, In this he foreshadowed the next great turn in ths oivil-rights
movemont in the United 3tates.

With infalliblc instinet, his fous singled this ocut for specinl treatment
in commenting on his assassination., Misruprosenting his position ne advocacy of
"viclenoe", they claim that his death reveals the operation of a kind of natural
justice. Thus the New York Times, in a lead editorial (Pebruary 22 internatiocnal
cdition), said thnt "his ruthless and fanatical belief in viclonco not only set him
apart from the responsible leadors of the civil rights movemcnt ..... It also marked
him for fome, and for o violent end.," The oditors even went so far as to sny that .
he "apawned" tho forces that ended in his death. |

Aczording to this logic, tho "prince of peace" spawned tho forcos that
nailed him to 2 eross. The medlern prophet of non-viclence, Mahntan Ghandi, did
likewise, for he dicd nt tho hand of an osaassin. The Rov. Martin Luthor King, an |
Ameriean diseiple of Chandi, is not without a similar propensity, for hc came close |
to death at the handa of a lmifo-wielding fanatic.

The reunrkabls blindnesa of the cditews of the Times is shown evcn moro
glaringly by their overleoking tho continual assassinotions in the South of adwooatos
of non-violence, /Mot Jocs thelr victimieation prova?

Moloolm X's positicn on this question MS% be oxamined on its own morita.
Do vietims of violent agsaults have “he right to defond themselves? Tocs an oppressed
group have the pight to organizo an offeotive defcnsc ageinst the viclonce of its
opprossors? The entirc history of mankind, particularly the history of revolutions,
says yes. The truth is that there is no other road to an oventual and to all class
violence and the murderous currcnts it spowns. What the oditors of the Tinos and
those who think 1ike thom renlly objuct to is that an opprossed puoplu, cspeeially
the Negro pecple in tho United Statoes, should defend themselves ngainst viclonoe
coocurring on an erdemic mation-wide scale. If Maleolm X is to be eriticised at all
it should bu boonuse the defenses at his meeting, after reépented threats to his
1ifs, wore not offective cnough.

Tha generntion to which Maloolm X belongs has alrcady produced outstanding
figures - Pidel Castro, Che Guevara, Patrice Lumumba, Thess men found their waey
independently to the rovolutionary strugglec, demonstreting that it is possible to
by-pass Stalinism, There are other: like them developing in rebel movoments
throughout the World. They will beoome the herocs and modols of the younger gon-yrotinn
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now undorgoing ideclogical formation, These two generations are destined to leoad
tha world into its spoialist future.

That world, we may ba sure, will never forget its martyrs, its Pakrice
Lumumbas, its Malcolm X's,

The above article was reprinted from world Outlook, Vel. 3, No. 8.

Copics oan be ordcred from Pionser Book Scrvice, 27 Thursley House, Holmewood Gardona,
London, S.W.2. (2/6d, Post Faid).

The Crisis over Socuth Vietnom

HANDS OFF THE NEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAMI

HANDS OFF THE VISTNAMESE REVOLUTION.

(The following statement on the latest military attocks by Americon
imperialism against the Vietnamese poople was issued by the United Secretariat of
the Fourth International on Fobruary 16).

LERRE RS AR RN

Repeating the pattorn of military aggression last dugust, when it bombad
North Vietnam sites in "reprisal" for alloged attacks on naval craft in the Gulf of
Tenkin, dAmerican imperialism, in combination with its puppet South Vietnam foroes,
launched two air assoults on villages of the Demooratic Republic of Vietnam cn
F’-"hm&r:{ ?—B.

The United Seorctariat of the FourthInternational condemns these
bombings with the deepost indignation as aots of the most barbarcus nggressicn aimed

nt intimidating the Vietnamese pecple in their struggle for freedom and soeial
emancipation. The attempt to intimidate the Vietnamese pecple has nc chancc whatever

to sucoceed. But it threntens to take humanity, through “escalation", over the brink
into a world nuclear holocaust.

The American imperinlist aggression comes ot a time when the
counterrevolutionary forces in Scuth Vietnam are suffering defeat after defeat and
when thoir vegime is in a state of compleote disintegration. Already in contrel of
threo-fourths of the territory of South Vietnam, moving in biggor and bigger
formations, the heroic guerrillas fightors of the National Liberation Front in
South Vietnam have for some months boen directly attacking the amerionn military
bases set up on South Vietnam territory under guisc of centers for military "advisers".
In reality these eentcrs are bases for 23,000 officers and soldiers of the American
sarmed forces, who are involved in a direet and savago way, with the empleyment of
imnense military cquipment, agalnat the guerrilla forees of the Vietnamese peoplcs

It is possible that in thoir blind arrogonos, the heads of the Pontagon
raally think it sufficient to bomb North Vietnam territory to convince Hanoi and
Teldng to "put o stop" to the South Vietnamese guerrilla cperations against the
American bases and to leave the Pentagon free to crush the revoluyionary struggle at
ity leisure., Susch a belief merely reveals how little the Americon rulers understand
t4g poal feolings of the anti-imperialist forecs in Southoast fisia and how abysmally
ignorant they are of what has happen2d in South Vietnam.
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It is not A ouestion of a "eonspiracy", the strings of which are
skillfully "manipulated" by the "aggrcssive Communists" of Poking and thoir Hanio
Wmllies', What is involved is & gonuine mess rovelution, In faect, the uprising
of the South Viotnomeso puasants aftur tho Conevn eonforence of 1954 against
the bloody Diem regime and against tho confiscation of poasant land holdings in
fovor of the feudalistic landlords, oecurred beforc the formation of the Hational
Liberation Front. A now stege has now opuncd in the Vietnamese revolution. Thias
is marked by the movemont of the urban massos, Buddhist domonatrations, workers'
strikes, and student aotions. Those began spontancously, bafore the National
Liburation Front launched action slogans in the oitics. Ewvon if the Kremlin and
Feking wanted to sacrifice Scuth Vietnam for the anko of an over-all deal with
Washington, they arc poworless to stop the rovelution.

“l -

Tt is tho popular base of this rowvolution, which includcs the immensoc
majority of the inhabitants of the country, +hat makes the South Vietnameso
yovolution invincible, It is tho militancy and tho rovoluticnary audacity of the
young guerrillas - and not "instructions" from Poking - that is behind the attocks
on the Amorionn military bnses. Against the power of the revolutionary masscs,
American imperialism, inecluding ite military vadviscers” and its bomber pilots,
is impotent. Thoy oan mnssncro thousends of innocont victims in inhuman " renrisanls"
that reeall the Nazi reprisals ngainst Lidico and Oradour; thoy cannot destroy
the revolution, French imperialism found this cut in tho case of Algoria. In
reprianl for Tunisin's aid to the guorrilln fighters, the French bombed Bizerto ond
Sakist, but these bloddy aots of wonguanoo did not stop the Algerion freedom
fightors from winning political freodom for thoir eountry., Ino truth, tho jimerican
beambinga of North Vietnam villagos arc aclf-defoating. The more barbarous and
inhuman the Amorican militarists bocome, the groater the indignation of the mnssca
grows and along with it their support to the revolution.

The bombing of the North Vietnom villagca only oxprosscs the dilemmmfaced
by Americen imperialism in Southenst Asin.

If it "hardons" its positions, “oscalating" the polisy of intorvening
in the civil war into a poliey of waging war cn North Vietnam and oven China, tho
Asian workers stateos will quite understandably increnso their support to the
South Vietnamese rowvolution by more and more radical means, inoluding n massive
build up of voluntoors. Imporinlism will then be econfronted with the perspestive
of an immedintc dofeat on the scene in South Vietnam unloss, in turn, it increnscs
its armed forecs there, including infantry, But this would mean a new "Horoon-
type" war in South Victnoam in which imperialism would bocome more ond mord bogged
down, draining its foroos without the slightest purspoctive of victory. Under
these circumstansos, the .oviet burcouernoy, which up t9 now has maintainod an
attitude of criminal passivity in face of tho imporialist aggrossion - particularly
1ast Jugust - o pnssivity which in faot encouraged imporialisn to do whatever it
folt like nnd to step up its nggrossion, would be obliged on its side to furnish
-diplomatie; cconomic and military support to the Demcarntic Ropublie of Vietnam
and the 3cuth Vietnam rovolution, still further reducing the chancea for an
imperinlist victory in that part of the world,

This "hard" 1line, which is adwvocated by certain influential girclua in
the United States, fits in with the strategy of scoking a military showdown with
China before it oan besgoms o nuolear power of major importance. One of the
objectives would be to bomb tho Chinose nuclear coenter in the Taklamokan descrt,
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That this is suriously unior consideration in White House circles is shown by
the anxiety of the bost-informed /merican newspapers, which, in contrast to the
complagent attitulde of the European pross, particularly in Britain, act as if the
Johnson administration is on the verge of irreparnble docisions,

If American imperinliam does not follow this ccurse, but, on the
gontrary, recognises the impossibility cof eonaslilnting the beachhead it seized
in South Vietnam and utilizes the crisis touched off by its bombings in North
Vietnam as a shield behind which to reach a "peaceful underatanding" on the
Vietnomese gquostion, then fateful consequancas of a differcnt kind onn ococur,
Through the transitional stnge of a "broad national government” and o "noutralist
regimo", the South Victnam rovolutinm ean continue its mnroh toward the complete
destruction of the scmifeudal vestiges and the powor of imperialism and native
copitalism, cpening the way for achicvement of a socinlist Vietnam, In this oonse,
imperialiem would "lose" Lacs and Cambodin in the iomediate futurc. The
anncuncenent that a National Libsration Pront has buen st up in Thailand to
co-prdinnts the sctivities of the guerrillas alroady widoly activc thore is the
handwriting on the wall for imporialism. Just os tho rgvolution in South
Vietnan followed the vietory of the revelution in North Victnanm and the 1954
Genova agreament, 8o tho Thailand rovolution will be touched off by the vietory of
tha revolution in South Vietnam and this will unsettle Malaysia, the last sclid
imperialist positicn in Southeast Asia.

From the point of viee of the interests of the rovolution and of all
humanity, it would be elearly preferable for jmericnn imperialism to choose ns
quickly as possible tho rond of retront and withdrawal, oven if by stages. But it
would be a dolusion and self-dasception to belicve that such a decision 1s aartain,
that "reason" will lead Americen imperialism to back down rather than opt for an
immediate catastrophic outcome. The fact is that the 1ntest imperialist aggressicn
against North Vietnam, like that of last August nnd the imperialist agroussion
againat Cuba in Octobor 1962, shows that the first reagtion of smariean imperialism,
above all the heads of the Fentagon, is to strike without the least regord for
either naticnal or internntional law. Only the vigorous reaction of the
revolutionary masses in the eolonial world, the governmonts of the workors states,
internaticnal publie opinion and popular reaction in the United Statos itsclf can
meke it hesitate and drow bock temporarily.

The lateat imporialist nggression agninst North Vietnam, which could
prove to be the opening move toward direct military confrontation between
imperinlism and tho Poople's Rgpublic of Chinn, and then the US3E, undcrlines the

warning repeatedly made by tho ¥ourth Tntornational: The noed to overturn the power
of imperialism in tho United Stntes, of croating o socialist Americn, has become

2 problem of lifa or death for all of humanity. Js long as imerican imporialism
holds enommous soonomic and technical power, capable of destrcying mankind in a
nuclear holooaust, the throat romains suspendod ovar humanity. The struggle for
the world victory of socinlism is 'not ‘only a struggle for o better sooicty tolumy.
It has become literally a struggle for the physieal survivnl of mankind.

The United Sceretarint of the Fourth Intornational apneals o the
workers of all countries to show in an ensrgetic way, through action, thoir
esndemnation of the imperialist nggression ageinst North Vietnam and their
snlidority with the Democratic Ropublic of Vietnam and the heroio masscs fighting
in the South Vietnsmesa ravolution.
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We appenl to the govermnents of the workars atates to sct up an \

unbréakable United Front ageinst imporialism and for the defense of the Viotnameso

pevolution. Divisiocns in the anti-imporialist front can only encourage and

facilitate the aggressions of the Pentogon.

We mppeal to tho British workors to protest vigorously ngainst the
criminal stand of the 7ilson Linbour government which has booome an necompliee in
the imperinlist nggression against the Victnamess peocple.

We appeal 2 the workers of the United States to orpose the
irresponsible military clique who have deprived cven Congress, the traditional
body of bourgeois demscracy, from deciding the country's foreign policy and whe
are ready, in brezen viclation of the rojoetion of "Goldwnsterisa" in lest clootion,
to precipitate the United States into a nuelonr war, Lot the American people
themsalves dscide whether thoy want war or poace: Let the American pooplo set
up a new political and anvernmental {ramework oapable of earrying out their willl

¥or intormational solidarity with the Vietnamesa revolution ’

For tho world wvictory of socinllami

THE DWNAMICS OF WORLD REVOLUTION TODAY

Major document adopted at the Tth. World Congress of the Fourth International
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