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Youth Fight Tests
Of Nuclear Bombs
In Britain, U. S.

by Janet Downs
(special to the YOUNG SOCIALIST)
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LONDON—Over the last few weeks concern has been
mounting among the British people over the possession of
nuclear weapons by the British Government and the proposed
establishment of American rocket bases in this country.

The depth of this feeling among middle and working class
people was demonstrated recently when several thousand
people marched from London to Aldemaston, a distance of

fifty miles.

Girls in jeans, clerks,
teachers and apprentices marched
side by side. Musicians played
their instruments, Labor members
of Parliament, students and
housewives truged through the
poring rain. Engineers, electrici-
ans, journalists and schoolboys
walked through towns and coun-
try lanes.

What were we doing? This was
a protest march against nuclear
armaments to the Aldermaston
Atomic Research Establishment
organized by several pacifists and
left-wing Labor members of Par-
liament.

Four thousand marchers set off
on Good Friday following a mass
meeting in Trafalgar Square.
During the next two days, the
number of marchers at one time
fell to 500 due to the terrible
weather, but on Easter Monday,
almost four thousand -marched
past the 12-square-mile atomic
warfare centre which is in stark
contrast to the peaceful typical
English village of Aldermaston.

INDUSTRIAL ACTION

The official slogan was ‘“Nuclear
Disarmament,” but many march-
ers went further and infused a
working-class content into the
march. Unofficial posters bobbed
up and down along the line: “Nu-
clear Disarmament by Industrial
Action,” “Black all work on Rock-
et Sites” and “No Work on H-
bombs.” To the English worker
the slogan “Black all work on
Rocket Sites” means to consider
working on such sites as scab-
bing against the organized trade
union movement. This slogan has
gained in popularity among the
workers and many local union and
Labor Party branches have raised
it,

18,000 Students
Strike in Canada;
Ask Federal Aid

by Charles Wright
(The writer of this article is a
Canadian student who played
an active part in the strike
described below).
MONTREAL—An unusual blow
was struck recently by the Uni-
versity students of Quebec in
their struggle with Duplessis, the
premier of this province. On
March 6, 18,000 students boycot-
ted their lectures. This action
was precipitated by Duplessis’ re-
fusal to meet the student repre-
sentatives of six Quebec univer-
sities for a discussion on the prob-
lems of both the universities and
the students. The basic problem
revolves around the financial
needs of the students. Although
the federal government of Can-
ada has appropriated funds for aid
to students, the provincial gov-

(Continued on Page 4)
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[ young socialists were to return.

The march was organized on a
big scale. There were mobile can-
teens and film units; accomoda-
tions were booked at church and
Labor Party halls; large meet-|
ings were held on route. Messages
of support were received from
many organizations
trade union branches. All the way
people waved encouragement from
their doors and thousands crowd-

ed the streets of towns such as|;

Reading to cheer us on our way.

There were two striking things
about these marchers. Firstly,
young people were in the ma-
jority. At least 75 per cent were

including |;
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—San Francisco Chronicle

About 250 Bay Area demonstrators are seen here near the University of California radiation labor-
atory as they protest against nuclear tests. See artiicle on left for a report on this and similar demon-
strations throughout the United States and England.

Michigan Students Rout Red Squad, (ollege;
Defend Young Socialist’s Right to Distribute

by Bob Himmel

DETROIT—Attempts by police
and administration authorities to
halt the distribution of the
YOUNG SOCIALIST on the Uni-
versity of Michigan campus have
met with decisive defeat. A com-
bination of intimidation by police
photographers, threats of arrest
by a university official and an edi-
torial smear in the university
newspaper backfired when a large
number of students repudiated
these tactics and rallied to the
support of the distributors.

When members of the Wayne
Young Socialist Club of Detroit
handed out sample copies of the
YOUNG SOCIALIST on Thurs-
day, March 13, in front of the
Michigan Union, they were sur-
rounded by a group of police pho-
tographers who took pictures of
the young socialists and every
student who received a paper or
stopped for conversation. The
photographers were reliably iden-
tified as members of the Detroit
Police Department’s notorious
“red squad” which has a long his-
tory of intimidating radical gath-
erings and meetings.

An article on this incident in
the Michigan Daily the following
day quoted John Bingley, Assist-
ant Dean of Men, as saying that
he had received prior notice of
the plans by the Wayne club to
distribute and had turned this in-
formation over to the Ann Arbor
police department “as is usual in
a case of this kind.” Bingley stat-
ed that both the city and the uni-
versity had rules against distrib-
utions of this sort and that en-
forcement attempts ‘“might have
been made if the group had been
there longer.” He implied that
this would be the case if the

EDITOR HITS LIBERTIES
A few days later, on Sunday

March 16, the Michigan Daily
ran an editorial, signed by asso-
ciate editorial director Edward
Geruldsen, entitled ‘“Young So-
cialists are Destructive Nuisances.”
In this editorial Geruldsen un-
leashed a hysterical attack against
the YOUNG SOCIALIST and its
supporters and proposed that
they be denied the right to dis-
tribute on the university campus.
“The question,” he wrote, *“of
whether or not a group lke the
Young Socialists should be allow-
ed to press its campaign on cam-

pus must be considered from two
sides—the practical and the the-

oretical.
sides is ‘No.

Geruldsen claimed that ‘“from
the practical point of view” social-
ists should not be allowed to dis-
tribute ‘because there are laws
against their present methods.”
He also opposed it ‘“for the theo-
retical and ethical standpoint ...
we will not be a party to a cam-
paign against the political and
social principles in which we be-
lieve.” -

Indignant letters by students
began pouring into the office of
the Michigan Daily in every case
repudiating the editorial attack

y

ROBERTS RUNS IN CALIFORNIA:

Educator Challenges Two Parties;
They Offer Depression, Death’

by James Robertson

SAN FRANCISCO—“Our shat-
tering crisis in American educa-
tion is moral and economic. A so-
ciety that pays out more every
year for liquor and tobacco than
for education of its children is
travelling down the road to natio-
nal bankruptcy,” states Holland
Roberts, well known Marxist edu-
cator, who is currently running as
an independent candidate for
State Superintendent of Public
Instruction.

“The bi-partisan administration
in Washington is wasting the
substance of the people in prep-
arations to destroy our civiliza-
tion. The 45 billion dollar budget
voted to blow up the world at the
command of the merchants of
death is final proof of the senility
of the Democratic and Republican
parties. They are offering the
people” only depression, death and
destruction,” he charges.

As a socialist who has gained |
support for his candidacy from a !
broad array of socialist forces in'

the state, he declares, “The peo-
ple of the United States will soon
discover that nothing less than a
complete change in our social and
economic system will save our
schools from decay and our civil-
ization from collapse. As they
face the struggle with monopoly
for the education of their chil-
dren, they will find that only a
socialist America will safeguard
their children. Only under social-
ism can we educate all our chil-
dren up to the full development
of their capabilities.”

Many young people, including
the supporters of the YOUNG
SOCIALIST in both the Bay Area
and Los Angeles, are actively sup-
porting Roberts’ campaign. They
hope in this way to bring the ideas
of socialism as they relate to edu-
cation to as many young people in
the state as possible. They also
hope to further the conception of
independent working class political
action in opposition to the two
war parties in the
throughout the country.

state and |

The answer from both,
¢ young

and upholding the rights of the
socialists( this was also
the case at Wayne State Univer-
sity in Detroit when the Daily
Collegian uncritically reprinted
the Geruldsen editorial a few days
later.) The Wayne Young Social-
ist Club publicly announced that
they would return to the Unver-
sity of Michigan campus one week
later, on Thursday, March 20, and
would defy any attempts to har-
rass them or prevent a distribu-
tion. In a letter to the Michigan
Daily the chairman of the Wayne
club urged all “interested stu-
dents to be on hand in the event
the intimidation re-occurs in or-
der to see for themselves.”

STUDENTS RALLY

During the week prior to the
second distribution a number of
students who had been attracted
to the civil liberties issue began
rallying support on the campus.
Letters continued to appear in the
Michigan Daily and it became evi-
dent that substantial student sen-
timent was aroused in favor of the
YOUNG SOCIALIST. One letter,
printed on the day of-the second
distribution, hailed the decision
to challenge a law abridging basie
freedoms. The writer of the letter
asked, “What is a man to do when
faced with a questionable law?
Be safe and obey? Be sneaky and
evade? Be overt and challenge? It
is our national custom to test a
law by breaking it The
only way to test the constitution-
ality of a law is to bring it to
tourt—to make an issue of it
(which the Socialists apparently
are planning to do today.)”

Faced with a growing opposi-
tion the university administration
backed down and a front-page ar-
ticle in the Michigan Daily an-
nounced that “Un.versity officials
indicated they have no plans to
interfere with distribution of

(Continued on Page 3)
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This is YS staff cartoonist George Payne’s conceptiion of the recent decision of the

USSR to stop nu-
clear tests. See below for further dizcussion from our readers (including Payne) on the question of the
USSR and nuclear tests. The discussion began in our April issue with the publication of 2 letter from
a group of Japanese studenis in the peace movement and replies written by Shane Mage and Steve Max.

YOUTH SPEAKS CUT:

More Discussion on Nuclear Tests

Dear Editors:

Because of the Soviet Union’s
generous move in halting further
nuclear tests without waiting for
the West to do so, for the first
time since the crushing of the
Hungarian people’s revolt I am
proud that the USSR includes in
her name the word *“Socialist.”
Although T still deny that there is
a socialist society in the USSR,
since if there was it would be
more democratic than the USA,
I think that the Soviet Union,
granting the power-politics mo-
tives in the gesture, nevertheless
acted in a truly humanitarian, a
truly communist way in ending
the tests.

An amusing aspect of the whole
thing is Steve Max’s comments in
the last YOUNG SOCIALIST on
this very issue. Max defended the
previous Soviet position in the
manner of a blind and faithful
Stalin puppet. Now the USSR has
changed its position, vindicating
Shane Mage’s point of view. Not
until the Khrushchev report came
out of Moscow could one criticize
Stalin according to ‘“the line” at
the time of the 20th Congress.
When the first Soviet troops ceas-
ed their attack in Hungary, the
rebellion was a ‘“popular demo-
cratic revolt.” Then when the
Russians attacked again it was
all the work of “Fascist-inspired
Project,” etc. When will the blind
Russophiles like Max ever learn?
The Kremlin clique itself is more
creative than such robots.

The USSR should follow up the
good impact of its nuclear tests
move by instituting genuine poli-
tical democracy. Then Western
propaganda would be reduced to
laughable nonsense.

George Payne
Dear Editors:

Both contributors to the discus-
sion, “USSR and H-Tests,” agree
that, as Shane Mage put it: “...
Soviet military strength is and
has been a force for peace. If the
Russians did not have atomic
weapons the MacArthurs and oth-
er ‘preventive warriors’ might well
have succeeded long ago in start-
ing World War IIL.” It could be
argued with equal validity that
U. S. military strength and its
possession of atomic weapons is a
force for peace, since they deter-
red the USSR from invading
South Korea, Formosa, West Ger-
many or any other of an infinite
number of real possibilities.

In fact, the possession and test-
ing of nuclear weapons by either

of two great imperialist bloes is the
very opposite of their mutual pre-
tense of being ‘“peace-loving.” Ex-
cept for World War I and the brief
period of the Stalin-Hitler pact,
there is no evidence in the history
of the USSR to indicate that it is
in any way superior to the U. S.
on the issue of a pacific foreign
policy—as on many other issues.
What we may expect, on the con-
trary, seems to be a repetition of
the pattern which was established
already in the 1953 East Berlin up-
risings: a joint effort by the U.S.
and USSR to put down “anarchy”
and “lawlessness” in the colonial
camps of both.

This illusion that the USSR has
a monopoly on peaceful inten-
tions at the present stage of thea
world’s power struggles is, how-
ever, only mildly erroneous com-
pared with the position put for-
ward later by Steve Max. This is
the familiar suggestion that the
USSR is a priori immune from
evil. Thus, despite the admitted
“desirability of unilateral cessa-
tion of testing,” Comrade Max
concludes from the USSR’s feel-
ing that it is not “in a position to
do so” that such a hypocritical
“feeling” is not only legitimate
but honorable,

Even ignoring for the moment
the inherent immorality of such a
dual posture, any socialist sees in
this familiar refrain precisely the
line of thought which has brought
the international Communist
movement to a shambles, and has
discredited the socialist movement
throughout the world. Even Com-
munism’s long and unsavory rec-
ord of domestic reformism has not
been as damaging to it as this
quietism and ‘“know-nothingism”
on any question relating to Rus-
sia. The fascination with Russian
national aims has resulted times
untold in the suppression of the
struggles of colonial and oppress-
ed peoples for democratic self-de-
termination. And, indeed, this in-
ternational know-nothingism is
combined with the domestic re-
formism in the proposal that so-
cialism should somehow take a
back seat to the ambiguous aspi-
rations of what Comrade Max
terms “the world peace move-
ment.” Socialism has everything
to lose and nothing to gain from
identification with this hypocrit-
ical “movement.”

Fraternally,
Richard DeHaan

Dear Editors:

to our overseas friends. I hope

this exchange of letters is the be-
ginning of a long and fruitful ex-

.change of ideas. I would like to

comment on the question posed in
Iwasaki Shigeo’s letter to the
YOUNG SCOCIALIST.

The crueial question of today is
not whether the Soviet Union is
morally or militarily correct in
unleashing nuclear explosions.
The crucial question is whether
governments have the right, duty,
and obligation to decide on ques-
tions of life and death or whether
the people as a whole have that
right. The battle to be won is not
the battle to squeeze concessions
from either the U. S. State De-
partment or the bureaucracy of
the USSR. The battle to be won is
the struggle of the majority of
mankind against the oppressive
few who control the basic means
of production, whether that control
is exercised under the name of
capitalism or “communism®.

Let the citizens of each country
vote on the question of war or
peace! Let everyone who must
bear arms or die in agony decide
what shall be done about nuclear
weapons! Let the voice of the
multi-millioned be heard and the
maneuvering statesmen of the few
will be drowned in a mighty shout

of, “No! No war! No nuclear ex-
plosions! No starvation or op-
pression! We vote yes for only

peace and prosperity!”’

It is argued that the nuclear
tests conducted by the USSR have
prevented World War III. I point
to the wholesale revulsion against
imperialist war aims throughout
the world. I point to the upris-
ings in East Germany, in Poland,
in Hungary, and to student strikes
in China. I point to the American
people’s reluctance to support the
U. S. Government’s flirtation with
war. I point to these and I say
that there, there is the explosive
force that the governments (East
and West) fear more than a hun-
dred atom bombs!

Sophisticated political argu-
ments about which atom bombs
help peace and which foster war
can not remove the reality. Hu-
manity can’t afford war or test-
ing for war. The minority in pow-
er, in front of or behind the Iron
Curtain, would rather see the
world destroyed than to lose their
privileged positions in society.
The majority of the world’s popu-
lation must not give them that

Fraternal and warm greetingschance. We need this world, it is
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German Youth: | Oppose Capitalism,

Communism; | Be
Dear Editors:

Thanks a lot for sending me a
copy of the YOUNG SOCIALIST.
I was indeed surprised, getting
such a good paper from the U.S.A.
and seeing that American vouth
stand for Socialism as well. Sure-
ly you know that Germany has a
great Socialist youth movement
and it would grow immediately
when we could act in East Ger-
many as well. But I didn’t know
that there are Socialists in the
U.S.A. too, because generally we
think of American boys that they
don’t care much for politics, and
their main thing seems to be to
drive a heavy car wth great speed,
while the Americans girls are
rock 'n rolling wth Elvis P. and
weeping with Johnny Ray.

Reading the YOUNG SOCIAL-
IST, I could make out that we
have absolutely the same ideas
as you and I was really surpised
about the objective articles on the
Syrian-Turkish crisis, the Hun-
garian revolution and the actual
interview with the woman who

Reader Differs on USSR

Dear Editors:

It seems to me that in our dis-
cussions of communism, social-
and the USSR, too often we seem
to think that because the Soviet
Union has apparently used some
police state methods in the past,
these same evils are therfore in-
herent in any communist govern-
ment. The real issue is suppressed
in favor of denunciations of Rus-
sia.

In my thinking, the communist
governments in the USSR and
China are definite improvements
over their governments before the
socialist revolutions. The common
man under the Czar didn’t have
much to look forward to. Tom
Chamales, in the January 1958 |
True Magazine, p. 87, comments.[
“ ... Mao was running a clean
government, a damn clean gov-
ernment by Chinese standards
... 7 The East European countries
which turned communist after
World War II are much better off
now than they were under the
Nazis.

I am very interested in debates
on Marxism, but I get pretty dis-
gusted at rabid denounciations of
an economic system based on its
peculiarities in specific situations.
I suppose if someone could prove
to me that communism necessari-
ly implied police state methods, I
would be less opposed to this type
of argument; but until that can
be done, let’'s not make such a
point of it.

Dennis Weeks
De Kalb, IIl

. . L] L]
teve in Socialism
took part in the trip to China.
Well, it may be you can read the
same in a French paper, which is
an independent one, but which
stands for a left policy, but I
scarecly believed to hear that from
the U.S.A.

Anyway your paper was a wit-
ness that the Socialist movement
is progressing steadily and that
it has a place between capitalism
and Communism. You see I live in
West Berlin and I have the ex-
perience of capitalism and Com-
munism and I am opposed to both.
I believe in Socialism as the best
form of political life.

Wolfgang Kaiser

‘Let’s All Unite Now
Cn a Socialist Ticket’

Dear Editors,

Are you tired of hearing peovle
say ‘“wait,” “not now,” “the time
isn’t vripe, the people aren’t
ready,” etc., etc. ad nauseum? On
the question of a Socialist Unity
Ticket these cries are heard, along
with cries of joining with the ex-
isting “mass” movements, of peo-
ple from the Left unable to sit
down together and so on.

I believe that the time is now—
right now. The people who “aren’t
ready” will never be ready if they
never see a third choice on the
ballot. They will never think about
Socialism if they never hear
about it.

Many left-thinking people voted
for Truman in 48 as a means of
joining a mass movement, i.e. the
Democratic Party. Well, they got
the Democratic Party with a capi-
tal D and they got loyalty oaths,
the murder of the Rosenbergs
and all the crippling thought con-
trol of the last 10 years. The
voices of a few progressives work-
ing in the big parties be-
nomes nullified and meaningless,
even a small group working on
their own attracts publicity if not
immediate public support: some-
times they can even force changes
in the big parties. The important
role that the A.L.P. played is
testimony to that.

As far as progressives talking
to each other is concerned, it
seems that it is the older social-
ists, scrapping over long-dead
horses who have some difficulty
here. Young socialists care about
peace, civil rights and the future
of American socialism, and a So-
cialist Unity Ticket 1is their
chance to register this belief on
the ballot. They don‘t want that
chance when they’ve been voting
for 20 years. They wan$ it now ...
right now.

Hedda Markowitz

our world,—we are on the verge
of claiming it. But what use to
claim a world smothered by ra-
dio-active dust? The fight today
is to achieve socialism. What use
to argue among ourselves as to
which statesmen are more cor-
rupt? The fight is- to preserve a
world where socialism can be won
and developed. What use to win a
socialist world if our children in-
herit the “Ash of Death”?

gle against all war, against star-
vation, against insecurity! Social-
ists, workers, farmers, students,
women, fight together against op-
pressive governments, wherever
they are! Our choice is not be-
tween lesser evils—between U. S.
imperialism or the Russian bu-
reaucracy. Our choice is: social-
ism or baibarism?
Let the people vote on war!
Evelyn Sell

Socialists,—unite in the strug-

Detroit, Michigan



!

The American Student

I Young Socialist Broadsheet No.

ialism And
- Socialism An
A SCHOLAR ANSWERS:

Was Marx Wrong?

by Dr. Otto Nathan
(Dr. Nathan is a distinguished economist and is executor of
Albert Einstein’s will. Presently he is teaching at New York Uni-
versity. He recently won an important civil liberties case when
the Supreme Court ruled in his favor following the refusal of the
passport divisicn to issue him a passport so that he could go abroad

and execute the will of his good friend Dr. Einstein.)

Even among some of the scho-@
lars, writers and political figures
who heretofore have been inspir-
e€d, consciously or unconsciously,
by the work of Karl Marx, it has
of late become fashionable to em-
phasize those segments of Marx’s
analysis in which he allegedly was
“wrong” and to consider his
thoughts and his theses inap-
plicable to the problems of our
times. The changes in capitalism
are considered to be so profound
that explanations developed un-
der completely different condi-
tions almost a century ago and
the theoretical tools then elabor-
ated are said to be historically
interesting, but of only little
heuristic value in a completely new

major change in recorded history
was considered to have occurred
haphazardly; nor was it assumed
that future significant transfor-
mations would take place for
merely accidental reasons. The
materialist conception of history,
together with the Marxist anal-
vsis of capitalism, enables man to
discover the direction of the his-
torical development in which he
participates regardless of his own
will; and it enables him, if he so
chooses, no-longer to be an un-
conscious tool of history, but to
become its collaborator by de-

(Continued on Page B-4)

social, political, and economic en-
vironment.

These arguments, I suggest, are
based on inadequate acquaintance
with Marx’s work or on misinter-
pretation of his work. Marx was
not only a revolutionary political
leader and an economic theorist

-
Inside:
Socialism and Civil

Liberties ........... ..
Students and the Working
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Socialismi and the Fight

for Peace

of rare and possibly of unequalled
excellence and power; he also
made an enormous contribution
to the philosophy of history. His
expectations about the develop-
ment of human socities are prob-
ably based, as Engels did not tire
of emphasizing, more closely upon
his materialist conception of his-
tory than on the theoretical ana-
lysis of the economic system ex-

OTTO NATHAN

isting in the England of his days.
In dealing with Marx’s signifi-
cance for our own times these va-
rious aspects of his work should
be carefully distinguished.

THE MATERIALIST CONCEPT
OF HISTORY
The materialist conception of

history is the grandiose attempt
to explain the evolution of human
history during many thousands of
years. It assigns to the never-
ceasing technological develop-
ment the crucial role in the for-
mation of succeeding social, po-
litical, and economic institutions.
Man, although producing the in-
stitutional changes in society, is
himself not free to create, but is
a tool of impersonal forces over
which he has no ultimate control.

This conception of history en-
abled Marx not only to anticipate
significant changes in the struc-
ture of capitalism, but to explain
the eventual evolution of capital-
ism into a completely different
form of society, into socialism. No

—Eric Arnold, Michigan Daily

Hands reach out as members of the Wayne Socialist Club distribute copies of the YOUNG SOCIALIST,
America’s only socialist youth paper, at the University of Michigan campus. Questions are thrown at the
young socialists: “Where do you stand on Civil Liberties?”; “Do¢ you advocate what they have over in
Russia?”; “Hasn’t Marx been refuted?” and so on. T his issue is an attempt to answer some of these ques-
tions. The answers do not necessarily reflect the editorial position of the YOUNG SOCIALIST but rather
illustrate the broad range of views found with in the publication.

BEHIND THE STUDENT STRUGGLES IN OTHER LANDS:

Cuban, Polish Youth Demand Freedom, Socialism

by Tim Wohlforth

A few weeks ago thousands of Indonesian youth paraded
down the streets of Jakarta carrying placards stating “SEATO
Go To Hell.” A couple of months ago Parisian students dis-
tributed leaflets cailing for a demonstration against the
French government’s suppression of the Algerian Student
Movement. Thousands of students gathered, not at the places
indicated on the leaflet where only police waited to break
up the demonstration, but at another location spread by
word of mouth on the morning of the demonstration. Last
October several thousand Polish youth participated in dem-
onstrations in the streets of Warsaw protesting the banning
of the militant Polish socialist youth paper Po Prostu by
Gomulka who felt it had gone too far in its attacks on Stalin-

ism.
This is just a partial list of im-®—— — = 2 s
s status quo and go into militant
portant actions by students opposition to it? Why is it the

throughout the world over the last

V| sons and daughters of the ruling
few months. We could add to this | capijtalist class in these countries
list reports of actions in Vene-

find themselves pitted against
zuela, Ceylon, England, Canada,

this very same class?
Spain, Japan, and many, many

1; 4 Largely this is because of the
other countries if only we had the | tremendous weakness of the capi-
space to do so. For the weight of

countries. For this reason the
capitalists can offer few possibil-
ities for advancement—rarely
even the comforts of a white col-
lar existence—to the aspiring stu-
dent. Countries like India contain
huge surpluses of educated young
people who find themselves un-
employed, with no prospects for
future development within the
present system in the country, and
therefore with little stake in the
continuation of this system. Con-
sequently these young people fight
that which holds their country
back—that which keeps it from
growing and industrializing—they
fight imperialism imposed from
outside as well as capitalism at
home which cannot free itself from
this imperialism nor really indus-
trialize and build the country.
CUBAN YOUTH FIGHT
U.S. TANKS

For example, let us take a look
at the recent events in Cuba. A

talist class and capitalism in these
vouth in national and interna-

tional politics is on the increase.
In every major progressive strug-

gle over the past few years young
people have played a great and
in some cases decisive role. It is
therefore extremely important to
understand the specific role young
people play in these struggles,
the problems they face, and the
possible lessons to be learned from
their ecxperiences for future dev-
elopments in our own country.

Let us first take a look at youth
in a colonial or underdeveloped
country. It is in these countries
that youth—particularly as stu-
dents—play the greatest role. It is
also in these countries that stu-
dents—almost to a man—find
themselves militantly on the side
of the struggle against imperial-
ism and in many cases on the side
of the struggle for socialism. Why
is it that students—who for the
most part come from the middle
and upper classes—turn from the

Soviet Youth Opposition Program

“The oppositional youth (in the USSR) consider themselves
Marxists, but they feel that the present Soviet social order does not
correspond to Marxist ideals. They seek a genuine Marxism and have
theerfore turned to the pre-Soviet period and to the Twenties. Just as
the political and social opposition of the English Puritans against
Absolutism in the 16th century was founded on quotations from the
Bible, so today the opposition of the Soviet youth against the regime
is reinforced by quotations from the classics of Marxism-Leninism.
They consider the purges of 1937 as an annihilation of the true lead-
ers of the Revolution by Stalin’s bureaucratic clique—as a kind of
Thermidor, They see ‘October’, whose true history is not particularly
well known, as their ideal and demand a return to the original ideals
of that revolution which they believe they recognize in several of the
works of Lenin of the year 1917 (including State and Revolution).
These youth speak of the bureaucratic degeneration of the regime, of
the emergence of a ruling and exploiting bureaucracy, whose interests
the Dictatorship supports against the people. The young people, who
hold the above ideas, incline toward the tradition and radical meth-
ods of the old revolutionary parties and seek possibilities for an ac-
tive struggle . . . attempts to distribute leaflets come out of the
circles of such ‘neo-Bolsheviks’.”

—*“Junge Gemeinschaft”, November, 1957
West German Socialist Youth)

(paper of the

young person in Cuba finds his
country governed by a blood-
thirsty dictator who rules with
many of the same techniques as
Hitler—terror, torture, corruption.
In addition he finds his country
and this dictator dominated by
America and American capital.
For instance the correpondent
for the Wall Street Journal states
in a report from Havana: “There
is no doubt that many American
businessmen here are pro-Batista.
One put it succintly: “You can do
business with Batista.”” He also
reports investments of $800 mil-
lion by U. S. business including
control of 90 per cent of all elec-
tricity and of all telephones in’
Cuba by American business. Fi-
nally, Cuba’s economic system is
completely dependent on the
quota set for sugar imports by the
U. S. Dept. of Agriculture.

Because of this the Cuban stu-
dent finds that America supports
Batista instead of supporting the
democratic opposition to Batista.
The organ of the Cuban Federa-
tiom of University Students charg-
es: “Far from helping its closest’
neighbor to restore democracy,
the United States has been giving
military aid to Dictator Batista.
. . . The airplanes, tanks, guns,.
bombs and bullets with which'
Batista is killing the Cuban youth'
and bombing open cities and vil-
lages are being supplied freely, or
almost freely, by the United Sta-
tes under a Treaty for Defense of
Democracy in the Western Hemi-"
sphere. Batista’s army is being’
trained by U. S. military person-
nel and the strategy and tactics
of the warfare against the Cuban
people are being decided under:
the supervision and advice of U.S.
military instructors . . . ”

It is hecause of this situation—-
this domination of Cuba by Amer-
ican capitalism, this bolstering of

(Continued on Page B-3)
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WHY WE SUPPORT CIVIL LIBERTIES:

Socialism Is the Fulfillment of the Liberal Freedoms

by Richard DeHaan

What do civil liberties have to do with socialism? The concepts of liberty with which
we are familiar today were enunciated in their classic form in the French Revolution. Even
earlier than that, in 1791, the American Bill of Rights gave civil liberties the definitive
character which still today structure, at least in their formal aspect, any movement of
social reform. But these are clearly liberal freedoms, and their promulgation thus primar-
ily a liberal issue. Why do socialists, as revolutionaries totally opposed to liberal, bourgeois
society, interest themselves in the maxims of liberty which that society honors more in
the breach than in the observance?

Socialism is concerned with democracy because socialism is a progressive movement.
Not only does every progressive movement by definition retain what is best in its cultural
tradition, but the retention of these elements of its history is the very condition of its suc-
cess. Indeed, socialism is nothing more than the realization and completion of the ideals of

capitalist society.

Thus the socialist perceives a
fundamental ambiguity in his
confrontation with capitalism. On
the one hand, there are already
forces at work in the society car-
rying it towards socialism. For ex-
ample, the strong sentiment in
this country during and immedi-
ately after World War II for in-
clusion of the right to a job as
one of the citizens “natural
rights” was an indication of the
widespread need to implement the
Declaration of Independence’s ab-
stract guarantee to “Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.”
Yet, as the postwar prosperity
waned, and in response to the
pressures of powerful reactionary
interests, the guarantee was never
adopted.

This brings us to the second as-
pect of the liberal version of civil
liberties: the very structure of
capitalist society is such as to
guarantee the failure of any at-
tempt to realize and complete its
abstract ideals. The great civil
libertarian, Robert M. Hutchins,
remarked in a recent lecture that
the Bill of Rights has come to
have importance only for those
likely to be affected by it. Thus,
newspapermen have defended the
relevant portions of the First
Amendment and nothing else;
Communists, the Fifth Amend-
ment and nothing else; “States
Righters,” the Tenth Amendment
and nothing else, etc.

We can confidently expect from
an atomistic, competitive, plural-
ist society an indifference to any
humanistic goal transcending the
personal welfare of its mutually
hostile members. As Hegel and
Marx put it, in bourgeois society
we find a concern for interest and
right, but never for the good. And
this, as we shall see presently, is
precisely what has occurred in
contemporary capitalism. The vi-
sion of the good society has either
persisted as a mere ideal in lib-
eral society, or it has been degrad-
ed to the level of apology for the
status quo. Capitalism is incapable
of realizing its ideals precisely be-
cause to do so would be to destroy
itself, the form of society which
by its very nature renders impos-
sible a world in which “all men
are created equal.” And precisely
because the bringing of these
ideals to realization would consti-
tute the annihilation of capital-
ism, socialism has a necessary and
intimate relation to these demo-
cratic ideals,

THE DIALECTIC OF
) LIBERALISM

This, then, is the historic char-
acter of liberal capitalism: its dia-
lectic at once carrying it remorse-
lessly towards a more just social
order and with equal remorseless-
ness rendering it incapable of ever
achieving that justice.

Academic freedom, as with
civil liberties in general, is cus-
tomarily reduced in liberal society
to the merely relative, the service
of a particular interest. Consider,
for example, the recent Prince-
ton University case of the Catho-
lic Chaplain who was expelled
from the academic community
without benefit of due process.
Liberal sentiment was shamefully
unanimous in applauding this

H—

open breach of academic freedom.
This habit of mind results from
a society in which no value can
be conceived but in the interest
of some project or group. Liberal
thought has never been able to
grasp the socialist subtlety that

N

OUTLAWED }
freedom for oneself is really no
freedom at all, or, as the great
socialist, Eugene V. Debs., put
it: “While there is a soul in jail,
I am not free.”

The justification for academic
freedom, like that for civil lber-
ties in general, can never be free-
dom’s utility to society or its fruit-
fulness in the attainment of some
extraneous end. What is wrong
with the witch-hunt is not that
it is inutile, since such methods
can serve a variety of legitimate
purposes; what is wrong with it
is that it is bad, that it does not
serve the cause of human free-
dom.

MARX VS. EMPIRICISM

It is precisely the liberal, bour-
geois theory of civil liberties
which has historically dissolved
their absolute import into mere
relativism. These empiricist, posi-
tivist, nominalist and utilitarian
accretions to the Rights of Man
are integrally involved in the
original enunciations of civil lib-
erty by the French Encycloped-
ists. Marx replied to them, and
to the entire classical philosophic
tradition, that the only thing
wrong with their philosophy was
that it was unrealized. Each class
in history, he held, had come to
power on the basis of increasingly
greater, and increasingly real,
claims for the universality of its
ideals. Since the proletariat is the
last class in history, the one nega-
tive factor still standing outside
the ideological ‘“universality” of
bourgeois ideals, its accession to
power can only be on the basis of
true universality. When the
proletariat realizes in actuality
the abstract ideals of bourgeois
philosophy, then for the first time
will the ideal be identical with
the real.

This Marxist ‘‘absolutism” in
civil liberties and morality has un-
fortunately been contaminated by
the liberal ideology against which
it is nominally directed. Self-
styled Marxists now stand second
to no liberal in proclaiming the
relativity of all things. This fash-
ionable pragmatism is felt to be
very, very radical, and it is cus-
tomary to compound the error by
facile references to the theolog-
ical and metaphysical bases of the
Marxist view of human values.
Trotskyism, for example, reduces,
just as does liberalism, the strug-
gle for absolute freedom to the

level of tactics and strategy. The
only value, Trotsky held, is the
furtherance of the interests of the
parochial group known euphemis-
tically as the vanguard party of
proletarian consciousness, From
the indubitable fact that morality
occurs in the class struggle, Trots-
ky -mistakenly infers that it is
therefore nothing but the class
struggle. And precisely as in lib-
eralism, the competing interests
are so monstrous as to place them-
selves beyond the pale of freedom.
Thus the orthodox Trotskyist
party today holds that there
should be no civil liberties for
“fascists,” as McCarthy once held
that there should be none for
“those who would destroy civil
liberties.”

But this contamination of so-
cialism by liberalism pales in com-
parison with its perversion by an-
other group of self-styled Marx-
ists, viz. the Communist Party and
its sympathizers. This viewpoint
holds that any violations of rights
which have occured in the USSR
are justified by the tremendous
industrial progress made by the
USSR, and will cease when an
adequate level of “primitive accu-
mulation” has been reached. Fur-
thermore, to hold that socialist
development must everywhere take
the form which it has taken in
the Western liberal democracies
is to force all peoples into a Pro-
crustean bed which may have no
relation to local conditions, etc.

We will leave aside the question
of whether the USSR has attain-
ed a socialist form of economy,
although it should be noted that
even the capitalist US economy
is in many respects more “plan-
ned” than that of the USSR. Yet
the contention is that the exist-

ence of these few real or imagined
technical gimmicks sanctifies any
barbarism which Stalin or Khru-
shchev might perpetrate. I want
to emphasize as strongly as I can
the antithetical relation which
this theory bears to any authen-
tic socialism. The imprisonment
of men by things, by the means of
production, was exactly that
against which Marx directed the
entirety of his work. Far from
justifying the anti-socialist bar-
barism of Stalinism, the sancti-
fication of primitive capitalist ac-
cumulation at the expense of
democracy only compounds the
sins of totalitarianism with the
obscurantism of vulgar Marxism.

As to the contention that such
local ‘“‘variations” on the road to
socialism are justified by local
peculiarities, we should refer to
the perfectly parallel situation of
the denial of civil liberties to Ne-
groes in our own South. Those
who would not for one moment
accede to Jim Crow on the
grounds that it is in conformity
with local idiosyncrasies, do not
even hesitate at using the iden-
tical argument to justify mass vi-
olation of civil liberties in the
USSR.

In the same lecture cited above,
Hutchins delivered a judgment of
American capitalism which social-
ists would apply with equal force
to any bourgeois society: “. . .The
aim of industrialization is to get
rid of men altogether, except as
consumers, and to make them in-
terchangeable parts of the indus-
trial machine. But the inter-
changeable man is not a man.
Since he is not, freedom and jus-
tice are of little importance to
him.” This is an authentic repe-
tition of Marx’s view of the cor-
rupting force of the workers’ al-
ienation by capitalism; that the
USSR prides itself on making a
thing of man indicates its total
rupture with the humanist, rev-
olutionary import of Marxism.

CP AND CIVIL LIBERTIES

Some Communists and sympa-
thizers would maintain that they
have a right to be judged not on
what the USSR does, over which
they have no control, but on what
they do here, over which they do
have control. Fair enough. The
Communist record of defense of
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YOUNG SOCIALIST CLUB LIST

The following is a list of young socialist clubs throughout
the United States and Canada. All these clubs are broad in their
political composition, open to all young socialists, and unaffili-
ated with any political party -or grouping.

New York City: Young Socialist Alliance,

(9 St.; GR 5-7920

Philadelphia: Young Socialist Club,
contact A. Phelps 2708 Sterner St., BA 9-2426

Yellow Springs Ohio: Antioch College Socialist Discussion

Detroit: Wayne Young Socialist Club,

Chicago: Socialist Youth Committee of Chicago,
contact J. Maxim, 1457 E. 54 Place
Madison, Wis.: Wisconsin Socialist Club,

Twin Cities: Independent Political Youth,
5232 Powder-Horn Station, Minn., TA 2-0930

Denver: Young Socialist Club,
contact Hodgett, 368 W. 32nd Ave.
Los Angeles: Conference of Young Socialists,
1930 New England St.,, AN 3-1533
Bay Area: Bay Area Committee for the Young Socialist,

Mark Twain Club,

,San Francisco 1, Calif.

Seattle: New Radical Youth Organization, (name to be
contact. Severn, 3707 W. Cambridge

Montreal: McGill University Socialist Society.
¢/c McGil! Students' Union, 690 Sherbrooke St., ,W.

Toronto: Socialist Youth Forum,

Vancouver: Pioneer Socialist Youth Club,

civil liberties in this country is in
no way preferable to that of the
Soviet government. This plume
meting career reached its nadir
in the fervid applause which the
CP gave, ironically enough, to
passage of the Smith Act and its
first application, against the
Trotskyists, in 1940. Although the
CP has since stated that it has
abandoned the theory of “social
fascism” —the rule of thumb
whereby all non-Communist lefte
ists are dismissed as giving obe
jective assistance to the triumph
of fascism —, its record does not
bear out this contention, In 1949,
for example, Howard Fast de-
nounced the Trotskyists as “ad=
mitted pro-fascists” in the course
of refusing to support the -civil
liberties case of James Kutcher,
the legless veteran who was per=
secuted for his membership in the
Socialist Workers “Party. As re=
cently as last November, the
Daily Worker denounced a social-
ist electoral campaign in New
York City as giving objective as=
sistance to ‘“counter-revolution.”

In each of the cases we have
examined—whether it be the lib=
eral, the dissident Communist or
the Stalinist approach to civil lib=
erties —, we have seen a reduction
of the classical ideals of liberty
to the furtherance of the interests,
of certain parochial groups. These
movements are fundamentally lib~
eral in failing to understand the
historic role of the working class.
Enunciated as apologies for pro=-
letarian hegemony, these theories
are in fact antithetical to any
social order based on justice for
the proletariat, since they fail to
recognize the necessarily univer-
sal character of any working class
social struggle.

Thus we can now answer the
question with which. we began:
Socialism has a necessary and ine
timate relation to civil liberties
and to democracy. Indeed, a sO=-
cialism which is not democratie
is inconceivable, since it would
constitute not a progressive, but a
retrogressive, movement. Social=
ism does not transcend or out=
mode the liberal fredoms, but on
the contrary realizes and come
pletes them. Real freedom can
come only with socialism, but a
socialism without real freedom is
a travesty on a noble tradition.
Socialists, therefore, defend civil
liberties at all times and in all
places, constantly driving, the
contradictions of liberalism to
their conclusion in a society in
which the liberal values are not
only formally observed, but effec-

tively realized. With this transie
tion from the ideal to the real,
and only with it, does man be=-
come a value in himself: it is the
beginning of socialism. With the
coming of total democracy, civie
lization is for the first time a me=
dium in which “the free develop=
ment of each is the condition for
the free development of all.”

If we are to learn from the
tragic history of liberal and lib=-
eral-contaminated reformism, if
we are to avoid future Hungarys
as well as future McCarthys, our
critique of bourgeois society will
have the revolutionary import
which only a full-blooded civil lib~
ertarianism can provide. We must
have the courage to learn from
the failures of the past, to say
with the utopian Malatesta: “If
it is necessary to raise the gallows
in the public square in order to
win, then I prefer to lose.” Not
only must we prefer to lose any
undemocratic struggle, we must
realize that when the gallows is
raised, we have already lost.
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Should Students Support the Workers?

by Evelyn Sell

A while ago I became acquainted with a Wayne University stu-
dent, a history major, who decided to get a factory job one summer.

When he first began working on the assembly line in one of
Detroit’s major plants, he was disgusted with his fellow workers.
They were apathetic to intellectual discussion. They spent their re-
liefs playing cards or pitching pennies or trading dirty jokes. They
didn’t even have any pride in their work and threw nuts or coke
bottles inside door frames in the full knowledge that the prospective
owner would wonder about mysterious clinks and thumps as long

as he drove that car.

They continually complained about their

working conditions and the problem of speed-up or lay-offs without

ever considering

management’s problems.

They weren’t objective

about their conditions; they were too one-sided and that one side

was their side. @

The history major congratu-
lated himself that he wasn’t and
never would be or could be like
the men working beside him. He
brought heavy volumes to work
and read Beard and Toynbee dur-
ing Ilunch periods and breaks. He
hated the monotony and degrada-
tion of a production job as much
as those men who welded in nuts
and coke Dbottles but he had
enough personal pride in his work
to do as good a job as possible.

The summer sped by and the
student gained an education
about some basic facts of capitalist
life. He brought his lunch box to
work but no volumes of history.
He was glad for the diversion af-
forded by pitching pennies. He
was too physically, mentally and
emotionally exhausted after work
to pitch into a brilliant intellec-
tual discussion with school friends.
A STRIKE AND A PROFESSOR

When a strike took place in his
plant he was angered when his
professor stated he couldn’t take
a position on the question until
he’d studied all factors thorough-
ly. “He doesn’t know what it’s
like! Of course, the men must
strike. How else can they change
their working conditions? And
those conditions must be chang-
ed!”

The history student Ilearned
first hand what most students
only read in text books. Books
can be invaluable. They have il-
luminating graphs and pages of
statistics that prove that produc-
tion per man steadily increases
while the workers real wages
steadily decrease; that one third
of our nation is still ill-fed, ill-
clad and ill-housed; that “white
collar” workers are rapidly be-
coming proletarianized as their
work becomes more routinized
and all intellectual and creative
aspects disappear from their daily
tasks; that our economy has
reached a point where prosperity
is dependent upon a cold war in
Korea or a brink-of-war in the
Middle East.

Is there any reason why the
student, the young intellectual,
should identify his interests with
the special interests of the work-
ing class?

The liberal student generally
wishes to see a society in which
democracy flourishes, where in-
tellectual endeavor can be pur-
sued without interference, where
culture can prosper, where peace
exists and where everyone has a
fair break to develop his capaci-
ties.

CULTURE AND PROFIT

What force exists in modern
society which thwarts this goal
—which holds back the develop-
ment of mankind? Let’s take a
quick look at the cultural field.
Today a piece of writing is judged
by one criterion and one alone—
its salability. To get a new piece
of literature ‘published in this
country is extremely difficult.
Very few publishers will touch a
work which steps outside the tried
and true pattern of ‘salable”
novels. It is even more difficult
to get a play on television. Here
the sponsor enters. Any play
which is at all controversial —
which in the least might offend
any section of the public cannot
be shown. Thus a TV script about
the Till Case—the murder of a
Negro boy in the South—becomes
a play about a foreigner in a New

England village. Plays with any
real meaning cannot find an au-
dience and we are subjected to
the puerile material that makes
up 90 per cent of TV live pro-
grams.

Democracy is the word most
often heard on the lips of the
American student. How has de-
mocracy faired under capitalism?
In the first place, for the capi-
talists democracy is a luxury—
not a necessity., When things get
tough for them, when the work-
ing class puts too much pressure
on them, then they resort to fasc-
ism as in Germany and Italy in
the Thirties. Secondly, when we
look at the ‘“democratic” camp,
the “free world,” we find America
bolstering up anti-democratic gov-
ernments—Franco, Batista, Tru-
jillo, Siynman Rhee, to name a

few. There is hardly a reactionary
antidemocratic grouping or gov-
ernment in the world that the
great ‘“democracy”—the U. S.—
does not support. Thirdly, in its
struggle against the Soviet Union
the capitalists have severly lim-
ited democracy here by witch-
hunting all dissenting opinion.
For the working class, democ-
racy is a necessity. It needs de-

mocracy just as living things
need air. When democracy is sti-
fled, as in the Soviet Union, its
power wilts, it is weakened and
socialism cannot exist. The work-
er, being a majority class and not
a minority class, can rule only
through the expression of its dem-
ocratic will.

It is therefore the profit sys-
tem—what we call capitalism—

Thousands of staudents gather at the October 4 Warsaw Polytechnic

Institute meeting (shown here) in order to protest the banning of

Po Prostu.

that stands in the way of the
goals that students strive after.
The working class is pitted in
daily life against the capitalist
class. The worker owns no proper-
ty and therefore has no stake in
the continuation of the profit sys-
tem. It is in his interests there-
fore to replace a profit-making
system with one in which all of
the citizens, not just the capitale
ist class, benefit.

The worker, then, in struggling
for his own interests, comes up
against the force that holds back
the development of humanity in
general. In other words, the work-
er in emancipating himself, in re-
placing the capitalist, emanci~
pates mankind and frees the pro-
ductive and creative forces in so=
ciety so that they may bound
forward in every area of endea-
vor. Thus the student in striving
for a better world to live in must
align himself with the worker—
even though the worker may pitch
pennies at noon-time instead of
reading Shakespeare. Together
they can build a society where
maybe the worker won't be too
tired after a day on the assembly
line to do anything but watch
TV. And should he wish to watch
TV he will have a chance of see-
ing something better than “If I
Had a Million,” or “The $150,000
Question.”

World Youth Demand Freedom, Socialism .

(Continued from Page B-1)

a tyrannical dictator—that the
vast majority of the Cuban youth
find themselves in opposition to
Batista. Virtually all the opposi-
tion groups are made up almost
entirely of students. The last two
presidents of the National Fed-
eration of TUniversity Students
were murdered by Batista because
of their opposition to him. The
University of Havana has been
closed for a year and a half be-
cause of the opposition of the stu-
dent body to Batista.

In fighting against Batista and
for the simple demand for the
restoration of democracy in the
country the students find them-
selves fighting American imperial-
ism. Thus our previously quoted
Wall Street Journal correspon-
dent states: “The fiery rebellion
in Cuba is singeing the operations
of many U. S. concerns here—and
fomenting an increasing amount
of anti-Americanism.”

However, the Cuban youth by
themselves cannot topple Batista.
It is necessary for them to forge
a link with the most powerful
progressive class in the country—
the one and a half million organiz-
ed workers. So far Castro has of-
fered the workers no social pro-
gram and seems to be resorting
to adventuristic methods instead
of developing a firm basis in the
working class. The recent failure
of Castro general strike call
flows from the attempt to limit
this struggle in composition to
simply middle class students and
not involve the working class.
Homer Bigart of the New York
Times took a tour of the working
class waterfront section of San-
tiago—Castro’s stronghold. This
is what he found: “It is in these
districts, largely Negro, that Senor
Castro has needed much mission-
ary work to convince the laborers
that his revolt is not solely a
middle-class affair. Whether he
has the support of these people
is by no means certain.”

Thus while in underdeveloped
countries like Cuba, students en
masse play an extremely signifi-
cant role in the struggle for real
independence, they cannot succeed
in their struggle without forming
a solid alliance with the working
class. And in order to form this
alliance they need a program—an
anti-capitalist program. It is to

such a socialist program that
many students in colonial coun-
tries are already turning.

Now let us take a look at the
problems faced by young people
living in the one-third of the
world which calls itself socialist.
Here, too, we see students in strug-
gle—here, too, the cry for demo-
cracy is raised. But when we look
a little deeper into the situation
we see that the problems faced
by young people in the Soviet
orbit are quite different from
those faced by the colonial youth.

The most fundamental differ-
ence—the one from which most
others flow—is that in the Soviet
orbit a tremendous progressive
step has been taken—capitalism
has been abolished and a plan-
ned economy has been establish-
ed. Thus the first step which all
peoples must take in order to es-
tablish the basis upon which so-
ciety may really advance has been
taken in c¢ne-third of the world.

SOVIET YOUTH AHEAD

As a result the young per-
son is put in a much different
situation. In the first place he is
educated from childhood in the
most advanced thought of our
times—in Marxism. He is taught
to think in class térms—to dig at
the economic roots of a problem
and to think in terms of the in-
volvement of the masses in the
solutions to problems which are
raised in society. However at the
same time he faces an authori-
tarian regime. He finds that a
privileged bureaucracy has grown
up in his country—a bureaucracy
which lives much better than he
does—which controls the state
and all means of communication
and which holds back the develop-
ment of the country in a truly
democratic socialist direction.
Therefore, when faced with the
frustration in reality of the Marx-
ist ideals he has come to believe
in, he finds he must struggle
against this bureaucracy in order
to achieve fully these ideals.

However, his task is a dual one
—not only must he struggle for
the flowering of workers’ demo-
cracy in his country but he must
struggle against the reinstitution
of capitalist domination over his
country. He must defend the pro-
gressive features of his society
while struggling against the reac-
tionary features.

Let us look at how the revolu-
tionary youth in these countries
express their views on this ques-
tion.

Here is Po Prostu’s view of
what the October revolution in
Poland was all about: “The Oc-
tober movement has aimed at the
omnipotence of the bureaucratic
apparatus in Poland and, by
various means, it tried to abolish
this apparatus. In the revolution-
ary situation this movement was
certainly a manifestation of the
masses’ struggle against the new
social group, a group of ‘adminis-
trators’—an elite ruling the coun-
try.” Po Prostu was accused by
Gomulka at the time of its sup-
pression of raising the ‘“subver-
sive” slogan of “All Power in the
Hands of Council,” i.e. urging the
transference of power from the
bureaucracy in Poland to the
workers organized in workers’
councils. Recently Gomulka has
gone so far as to abolish these
councils and make strikes illegal.

But in the minds of the Polish
student Lenin’s slogan of “All
Power to the Soviets” (Russian
word for council) still stands out
clearly not as a ‘‘subversive” slo-
gan but as the essence of Marx-
ism-Leninism.

(Also see accompanying box for
the program of University youth
in the USSR.) Thus the student
in the Soviet orbit utilizes the
analytic revolutionary method of
Marxism to expose the real nature
of the country he lives in and to
equip himself for the struggle for
workers’ democracy.

Finally we come to youth in the
advanced capitalist countries like
the U.S. Here, capitalism has
fared a little better—certainly bet-
ter than in the one-third of the
world where it has been abolish-
ed. It has been able to stabilize
itself temporarily—partially at the
expense of the rest of the world.

For this reason the student in
Western Europe—and far more so
in the U. S.—is not as active as
in the colonial sections of the
world and the Soviet orbit. How-
ever, the objective need for ac-
tivity is as great if not greater
than in other sections of the
world. The task of young people
in such areas is not simply to ad-
vance the progressive struggles in
their own countries but to pro-
tect the rest of the world from

domination by their own im-
perialist governments. Thus it is
necessary for the French youth
to protest their government’s
domination of Algeria and murder
of the Algerian youth; it is neces-
sary for the English youth to
come to the aid of the Egyptians
when their government invades
Egypt and today to demand that
their government stop poisoning
the air with radioactive particles;
and finally we Americans have so
much to protest that it is difficult
to know where to begin.

It is also our duty to prevent
our governments from interefer-
ing in the affairs of the mnon-
capitalist countries in order to
try to re-establish imperialist
domination over these areas.

Our struggles to protect the rest
of the world from the imperialist
domination of our ruling capitalist
class is of importance to our own
more narrow interests of building
a socialist and humanitarian so-
ciety in our own country. Every
step forward of the colonial revo=-
lution is likewise a forced retreat
for the imperialist powers, thus
weakening their power in the
world. Thus the colonial peoples
and ourselves have the same
enemy—we fight the same force
that is holding back the develop-
ment of the world and threaten-
ing to embroil us in another war.

Once the American youth go
into motion—and with the weak-
nesses showing up in capitalism
not only internationally but ine-
ternally in the form of the reces-
sion, this should not be too far
off —they will be faced with the
same problems that face youth
throughout the world. They will
discover that they cannot advance
their own struggle in isolation.
Their own revolutionary will is
not enough. They will have to
form an alliance with the only
progressive class in our times—
the working class. In order to
form such an alliance they will
have to spell out a joint anti-
capitalist program. The attempt
to form such a program will im=-
mediately pose the question of
socialism. - American youth, too,
will have to face the choice which
faces the rest of the world, young
and old: socialism or barbarism,
We can be confident that they
and all humanity with them
will choose socialism.
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Our Task Today Is to Fight for Peace!

by Steve Max and Gil Turner

The central problem of our time has become, literally, the survival of mankind. Hav-
ing mastered to a large degree the instruments of physical power and destruction man is
now being plunged along the road which has but one destination—mass suicide. The na-
tions of the world seem to be engaged in the greatest gamble in history, a kind of reckless

shooting craps with destiny.

For those who do not wish to sit idly by while their lives and the lives of their offspring
hang on the roll of the dice, the answers to two fundamental questions must be sought:
(1) What are the causes that have given rise to and continue to promote this frightening
state of affairs?, and (2) What, if anything, can be done to resolve the situation in man’s

favor?
as we know it.

First, let it be stated that there® — ;
mentation would bring a threat

is no single panacea for this ur-
gent problem. To those who say
that the solution lies in the policy
of “liberation” of the Soviet bloc
countries in order to make the
“free world” safe we answer: The
safety you offer is the safety of
a world contaminated with the
air of death; the safety of fear
that at any moment some power
crazed captain of the “free world”
may push the button that spells
HELL; in short, you offer the
safety that every page of history
denies—the safety of war. On the
other hand, there are those who
are saying that the only solution
to the problem of survival is So-
cialism. If these few need be an-
swered at all it is to say this: You
have got your agenda confused.
Socialism, a world system of
brotherhood, will come if man
survives the crisis of the nuclear
age. We are not prepared, how-
ever, to close the book of history
simply because a large segment of
the world’s people is not prepared
to demand that to which we are
already committed. That is to say,
although the demand of the peo-
ple is not for socialism, they do
cry out, unanimously, for the
. right to live.

Somewhere between these two
poles lies the resolute desire of
most of the people of the world. It
has been widely referrec to as the
concept of coexistence. Stated in
another way, it simply means that
a realistic appraisal of the world
as it is requires that differing sys-
tems live by side or not at all. To
state otherwise is to demonstrate
a blind and irresponsible devotion
to ends vregardless of conse-
quences. Such an approach is no
more defensible in the name of
socialism than in the name of fi-
nance capital.

THE CAUSES OF WAR

Let us begin our search for the

answer to the first question by
dispelling the notion that the
U.S.S.R. is the unique and male-
volent threat to peace. The his-
tory of man is black with wars.
The practice of war as an integral
part of human existence neither
began nor ended with the October
Revolution and contemporary at-
_ tempts to place the blame there
represent the frustrated groans of
a decaying system seeking self-
justification. The fact is that
most wars of recent times have
grown out of the internal need of
capitalism to expand. Having di-
vided the world among the lead-
ing capitalist nations, the compe-
tition for new markets then dic-
tated the use of force. This de-
velopment is referred to by his-
torians as the period of imperial-
ism,

In addition to expansionist pel-
icies, the peace has been under
constant threat in recent years
because of the hard reluctance of
imperialist powers to release their
satellites from political and eco-
nomic domination. Present ex-
amples of this factor are Suez,
Cyprus and Alegria. It has been
argued by the spokesmen of the
West that the colonial revolution-
ists are the threat to peace since
they are the aggressors. The par-
allel to this logic is in popular use
by those who oppose the struggle
for civil rights in America. They
argue that the just demands of
the Negro people for equality must
be denied because their imple-

- e

Upon adequate answers to these questions may well rest the future of human life

to domestic peace. Eyewash!
There is only one position con-
sistent with even the most ele-
mentary concept of social justice.
That position is—Give these peo-
ple their freedom! If it be argued
that the United States has not
been active in suppressing the
movement for colonial independ-
ence, its undisguised complicity in
the murder of the Algerian people
is a prima facie refutation.

The overriding factor in regard
to the peace issue however has
been the cold war against the So-
viet bloc. This phenomenon, if
understood in terms of two fun-
damentally different economic
systems in competition with one
another, must be expected to be
with us for some time to come. It
does not have to carry with it the
constant threat of breaking into a
hot war of global annihilation.
The criteria for judging any for-
eign policy should be: Does the
policy help in relaxing world ten-
sions and diminishing the threat
of war? Such policies must be de-
manded whnen they are found and
supported when they are adopted.
We therefore join with the peo-
ples of the world in welcoming the
Soviet announcement of its in-
tention to test no more nuclear
and thermo-nuclear weapons. We

urge the United States Govern-
ment to do likewise,

An organized peace movement
has been slow in starting in the
United States and it is only re-
cently that any broad formations
have occurred. There are to date
three general groupings: (1) A
liberal grouping organized around
the Committee for g Sane Nuclear
Policy. This movement is growing
rapidly with community and cam-
pus clubs being organized. It has
a three-point program: 1. Imme-
diate cessation of nuclear testing
through TUnited Nations agree-
ment; 2. International control of
missilles and satellites; 3. Support
to all agencies concerned with
supporting the U.N. as an effec-
tive instrument of world law.

Second, there is the liberal
pacifist grouping. It’s most ef-
fective activity to date was seen
in the recent “Walk for Peace”
project, in which people walked
from Philadelphia and New Haven
to U.N. headguarters in New York
to petition against further test-
ing of nuclear weapons. Although
there were relatively few who
made the entire walk, about 700
persons, predominantly students,
joined the project in New York.
The third peace grouping is that
of the nuclear scientists taking
independent action as scientists to

bring to light the facts about
nuclear testing and warfare. In
America, this group has been
spearheaded by Nobel prize-win-
ner Dr. Linus Pauling.

The peace movement has thus
far been directed at the testing of
nuclear weapons and has scarcely
touched the question of disarma-
ment and international relations.
The question of tests is a logical
starting point since it is the sim-
plest and most clearly understood
issue. It is our opinion that in
pressing this demand, its relation
to the peace picture as a whole
will be seen and that the urgent
need for comprehensive disarma-
ment and a policy of peaceful co-
existence will be seen. At the mo-
ment, it is vital that the literature
being provided by these groups be
given the widest possible circula-
tion to counter the effect of gov-
ernment propaganda. Probably
the main reason that the move-
ment has been so restricted in size
is that the dangers of nuclear
testing and the implications of
nuclear war are not widely known.
How many people for example,
are still deceived by the myth of
“civil defense”? How many are
aware of this statement by the
Emergency Committee of Atomic
Scientists, headed by the late Al-
bert Einstein: “There is no de-
fense against atomic bombs and
none is to be expected. Prepared-
ness against atomic warfare is
futile and if attempted will ruin
the structure of the social order.”

An important front on which
the peace forces must be active is
the national elections of 1960,
and it is not too early for their
thinking to be consciously orien-
ted in this direction. The ques-
tion of war and peace and its
atomic ramifications will be a
campaign issue of major impor-

I

tance. Every effort should bhe
made to press the major parties
into competing for votes on the
basis of a program designed for
peace rather than skill gt “brink-
manship.” For this to come about,
however, the people must demon-
strate that they are not apathetic.
Demonstrations like the walk for
peace serve to demonstrate this as
well as to bring pressure on the
present administration. With re-
gard to congressional and sen-
atorial contests, the peace offen-
sive can and should be brought in-
to these local elections, partic-
ularly in areas where peace ac-
tivity is taking place.

Work to bring the peace issue
into the election begins with the
primaries, and people active in
the peace fight should register and
vote to get the most liberal can-
didate on the ballot and thus as=
sure gaining the highest conces-
sions when the Republicans and
Democrats play off for votes in
1960. A great deal of public pres-
sure will be necessary to counter
the lobbying effect of financial
interests which derive profits
from continued war production.
Where public expenditures as a
means of maintaining employ-
ment levels is used as a justifica=
tion for such spending, the de-
mand should be raised that these
funds be used to provide schools.

The work of this period in man’s
history is clear and unambiguous.
The work is peace. Through the
effectively voiced demands of all
segments of the population which
have no vested interest in main-
taining the arms race and the
threat of war can come a new era
—an era in which nations and
peoples may choose their destiny
free from the horrible imminence
of absolute destruction.

(Continued from Page B-1)
liberately serving and promoting
the inevitable tendencies deter-
mining the evolution of society.

The materialist conception of
history is not only grandiose but,
I firmly believe, also a highly suc-

cessful interpretation of man-
kind’s march through time. Its
great significance during the

nineteenth century was to give
the many millions of the indus-
trial and agricultural proletariat
throughout the world the hope
and the certainty of a better fu-
ture. The misery and bleakness of
the present became easier to tole-
rate when it was realized that a
better tomorrow was bound to
evolve, at least for the next or a
future generation; and the inevit-
able struggles of the laboring
masses acquired new meaning
and a definite direction.

The ingenious propaganda of
capitalism seeking to obscure the
enlightening teachings of Marx
has succeeded in suppressing and
almost eliminating Marxism from
our schools, colleges, and univer-
sities. And yet, at hardly any time
could it have been more impor-
tant for a maturing generation to
acquaint itself with Marx’ work
than for the college population of
our own days with its widespread
feeling of insecurity, its depress-
ing hopelessness, and its lack of
a social purpose towards which to
work. Any serious and unpreju-
diced student, no matter what his
particular economic orientation,
cannot fail to appreciate the
enormous light which the Marxist
interpretation of history throws
upon the economic, social, and
political development of the last
century throughout the world, not
necessarily on individual events or
on the inevitable short-term zig-
zag of society’s evolution, but on
the over-all direction in which

Dr. Otto Nathan: Was Marx

the world and its many parts have
been moving. The materialist con-
ception of history, no important
aspect of which, in my opinion,
has been refuted by the century
that has passed since the theory
was originally given to the world,
will not, and is not meant to,
solve the serious and heavy prob-
lems man is faced with today; but
it will help him to understand the
world in which he lives, and to
realize that, while one order of
life is dying, a new one is being
born under infinite pains and
convulsions. It will enable the in-
dividual to find his place on the
side of those forces which strug-
gle towards life.
DAS KAPITAL TODAY

Besides the materialist concep-
tion of history, Marx’s most im-
portant contribution to our un-
derstanding of the world in which
we live in his theoretical analysis
of zavitalism, an economic system

Wrong? . . .

which affects our physical and
emotional life in innumerable

ways. As any theorist, Marx based
his analytical work on a set of
abstract assumptions which neces-
sarily differed from the peculiar
institutions existing in the capi-
talist economy of his own days.
Because capitalism has since un-
dergone great changes—on the
whole in line with the expecta-
tions that a careful reading of
“Das Kapital” would have sug-
gested—the structure of today’s
economy deviates even more from
the institutional economic or-
ganization that provided the ba-
sis upon which Marx elaborated
his theory. This evolution in capi-
talism does not render the work
of Marx less significant; rather,
it makes it mandatory upon a
student using Marxist theories for
the analysis of contemporary de-
velopments, to exercise such care
as a scholar in any field will al-
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ways observe in applying theories
to the real world as it is known in
his time. Marx himself warned his
readers when, in the Preface of
the 1872 German edition of “The
Communist Manifesto” he said,
“ . .. the practical application of
the principles will depend, as the
Manifesto itself, everywhere and
at all times, on the historical
conditions for the time existing
.. . 7. Only those who, disregard
these principles—so obvious to
any real student—will find that
Marx was ‘“wrong.” To realize
that the development during a
whole century differed in certain
details from what might have
been assumed in the light of the
Marxist analysis, does not make
the work of Marx any less fruit-
ful for the examination and un-
derstanding of capitalist evolu=-
tion today. Marx would have been
the last to hold, unqualifiedly to
a given position or an assump-
tion; he would, and did in fact,
study and restudy any problem in
the light of new developments. He
never tired of examining the con-
crete reality as it presented itself
to him.

Marx needs to be protected as
much from those friends who un-
critically and dogmatically repeat
what he allegedly said, as from
his enemies who, as uncritically
and dogmatically, reject his work.
Those who approach him with an
open mind will find his work an
unparalleled rich and exciting
source of intellectual stimulation,
insight and understanding. Our
college youth should study Marx.
As a Marxist I urge them to do so,
if for no other reason than be-
cause no man who wants to un-
derstand and to participate in the
developments of his time can af-
ford to remain unacquainted with
the most powerful social thinker
that the nineteenth century
produced.
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A PERSONAL CASE HISTORY:

How They Made a Delinquent’ Qut of a Promising Boy

by Vincent Rodriguez

With all the hysteria in the
press, radio and TV about juvenile
delinquency and hoodlum terror
in the schools, I feel obliged to
speak out about a tragic case of
someone who is very close to me.
It is not the kind of story that the
sensationalists like to print or
read about. But it goes a long way
toward explaining how some un-
fortunate people are tagged de-
linquents and hoodlums, and how
some innocent lives are broken
and sometimes ruined. It is the
story of my cousin.

Both my cousin Louis and my-
self were raised in a poor working
class neighborhood in New York
City. Louis’ mother was compelled
to work and still take care of a
husband and seven children.
Louis’ father had very little for-
mal education, having worked
from childhood, and was too em-
barrassed even to attempt to help
his children with their school-
work,

A PLAYFUL BOY

Louis was always a playful boy
~ho made friends easily. He had
no particular love for schoolwork.
Except for a scolding and punish-
ment when he brought home a
bad report card, nobody at home
seemed to have the time or ability
to take him in hand. Besides, any
fears were quickly dispelled when
at the end of each term he was
promoted.

This situation continued wuntil
Louis was about to enter the
fourth grade. The 3B teacher
summoned Louis’ mother and in-
formed her that her son was real-
ly the worst pupil she had, though
there were others not very far be-
hind him. She said he did not
know 1A work and that she did
not know how she cculd promote
him and several of the others, but
that she felt sorry for them and
would push them ahead if she had
assurances from the parents that
they would give their sons special
help.

Louis’ mother was both embar-
rassed and afraid. She asked why
her son had been promoted from
the first grade if he did not know
the work. The teacher shook her
head and hinted that her job was
difficult enough and that she was
not paid for leaving pupils back.

THEY CALLED HIM
RETARDED

Louis’ mother took time and

much effort to help her boy learn

three years of elementary school
work in the next few months, but
the battle was too uphill. She
herself had only gone as far as
the sixth grade. The boy was un-
disciplined and his playful spirit
rebelled against so much concen-
trated study. Finally Louis’ moth-
er and several other mothers were
suminoned to the school and told
that their sons were retarded and
that they would be placed in a
special class where they would be
given an opportunity to catch up.
The mothers were very relieved.
at this chance for their sons to
catch up and rejoin their class-
mates.

The special class was the begin-
ning of my cousin’s future
troubles. It comprised pupils who
were behind their work, those like
my cousin who had never really
learned any work, and those who
were very obviously mentally re-
tarded. However the stigma at-
tached to this class was sufficient
to classify everyone in it as men-
tally retarded.

Tests were given to the pupils
but they received very little drill
in basic reading and writing. My
cousin told me it was like a kin-
dergarten in that everyone spent
most of his time playing games.
Louis and his friends did not ob-
ject too much at first as it was
easy and there was no homework.
But with each succeeding term
spent in what everyone called the
“dummy class,” morale dropped
lower, except for those who were
truly retarded.

Louis’ mother felt very badly

about his not learning anything
basic and made trips to the school.
She was assured by teacher and
principal ihat her son was re-
tarded and incapable of learning
like a nermal child, When she
protesied that he was not being
taught, she was told he was being
trained mentaily to select the
field for which he was best adapt-
ed.

Our whole family, on being con-
vinced that Louis was a retarded
child, ceased trying to help him.
Louis himself became convicted
that he was stupid and could not
learn, and ceased to try. But
this much both Louis and I re-
member: he was never happy in
the class and was very much
ashamed to be considered retard-
ed and stupid.

A ‘SPECIAL’ SCHOOL

At the conclusion of what should
have been his sixth grade, my
cousin was transferred to a spe-
cial school for the older retarded
children. He was now about 12
and was to remain with the other
CRMD (Children With Retarded
Mental Development) students
until they were eligible for dis-
missal, at sixteen.

Here Louis found other boys
from different parts of the city
who were like himself, and who
also felt bitter at being classed
with “idiogs.” Though they all
considered themselves retarded,
they also felt above playing games
and blocks.

They responded in their bitter-
ness and frustration by truancy

copies of the YOUNG SOCIALIST.
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and by forming gangs which

played hooky and roamed the city '

looking for trouble. The school
authorities reacted by geiting
tough. The boys formed tighter
gangs, whose whole purpose seem-
ed to relieve the monotony and
harass the teacher.

Louis coantinued this delinquent
school behavior until he was 16,
when he was released as a full
time delinquent, untrained for
any job, unable to read or write.
He joined the neighborhood gangs
and continued to get in and out
of trouble.

It was when he approached 18
that Louis began to feel the full
efect of his state of existence. Ile
was starting to mature and sought
to mingle with more adult per-
sons, espccially of the opposite
sex. He was very much ashamed
of his inability to read. He tried to
find jobs which most uneducated
persons might fill, but constantly
ran up against a minimum read-
ing requirement. In addition an-
other problem brought further
complications. He found his being
dark and of Spanish origin was
becoming a barrier to meeting
and mingling in the groups he
wanted so much to join.

A change seemed to come over
him around this time. He was no
longer a playful and cheerful boy,
but now avoided his friends and
retreated into solitude. At this
point I made a special effort to
teach him some of the basic rudi-
ments of reading. But it was al-
most a futile effort. His mind was
unaccustomed to concentration
and every difficulty discouraged
him. Having been considered an
idiot for so long, it was not the
easiest thing to suddenly have the
fullest confidence in himself.

THE BULLETS HIT HIS LEGS

An incident occurred at this
time which had the effect of re-
tarding indefinitely any hope for
a quick solution to his difficulties.
Louis was turning more and more
away from the gangs he had
joined. He hated himself when in
their company and longed to be
among nicer people. One day
while walking with two of his
friends, the three were suddenly
confronted by two youths. One
had a gun and shouted obscene-
ties at Louis and his friends, then
proceded to aim the revolver at
them. Louis’ friends fled, shout-
ing for help. Louis leaped at the

. young man and struggled for pos-

session of the gun. He succeeded
in getting it, but was wounded
twice in the legs.

While being carted away in the
ambulance he was questioned by
reporters as to what gang he be-
longed to, and the reason for the
shooting, He explained that he no
longer beionged to any gang and
didn’t know the ycuth who shot
him. In fact he thought he had
been something of a hero and was
proud of himself.

Much to his amazement the
press and radio told a different
story. He was played up as a
young hoodlum leading his gang
into a street fight where he had
been wounded. This was the story
believed by neighbors and friends,
church and school people. All this
because he had gotten in trouble
before.

After this Louis retreated more
and more into himself. He was re-
jected for military service on the
grounds either of having a record
or of failing to pass the mental
examination. He was now at his
lowest point.

It was at this time that I began
to suspect he might not be so re-
tarded. He took a great interest
in the classical and operatic rec-
ords I used to piay. When we
went to the movie he would anal-
vze plots and point out the main
themes in the drama with what
seemed to me an amazing insight
for a retarded boy. Also, he would
show much common sense in
many incidental problems.

I then begun a long hard cam-
paign to discover whether he real-
ly was mentally retarded. I began
first by teaching him simple first
grade reading words and spelling.
At first he bitterly refused to co-
operate as it only brought back
painful memories. But he con-
vinced me, when he could be
forced to concentrate, that with
effort and discipline he cculd
learn to read and spell. However
he absolutely refused to go back
to school because he was afraid
of humiliation.

FULL OF FEARS

It is here that I leave the story
of my cousin. He is now twenty-
one. He can read fairly well but
is still full of fears on that score.
He suffers from a sense of in-
feriority to such an extent that he
fears to apply for jobs lest his dif-

(Continued on Page 4)

Michigan Students Rout ‘Red Squad’, Defend Young Socialist . . .

(Continued from Page 1)

newspapers today by the Young
Socialists of Wayne County.”

When the young socialists ar-
rived at the scene of the distribu-
tion, a short time before the noon
class break, a crowd of about
seventy students were on hand to
greet them. Several reporters were
in the group, crowding around the
distributors for interviews, and at
least twenty of the students (many
of them from the staff of the
Michigan Daily) brought cameras
in order to get a documentary
record if the previous week’s po-
lice harrassment was repeated.
‘“mysterious photographers,”
however, did not reappear. True
to form the “red squad,” aware
that its activities would not stand
the test of large scale public scru-
tiny, were conspiciously absent
from the scene.

When classes adjourned, the
crowd around the distributors in-
creased to more than two hun-
dred and over 500 copies of the
YOUNG SOCIALIST were given
out in the first 15 minutes. Each
of the distributors had a large
cluster of students around him
and there was a lively and friend-
ly discusion of socialism on the
sidewalk for over an hour. The

temper of the crowd was best ex-
pressed by the fact that each
time a photographer would snap
a picture students would crowd
around the subject, holding up
copies of the YOUNG SOCIALIST,
and demanding to be included in
the shot. On one occasion an
Ann Arbor police car pulled up
beside the crowd. When this hap-
pened they were so roundly booed

and hissed that they quickly pull-
ed away and didn’t return. One
student, active in student politics
at the university, told the distrib-
utors that he and a number of hs
friends were prepared to lead a
“march on the police station” if
there was “any trouble with the
cops.” .
The following day a second edi-
torial appeared in the Michigan

| Ann Arbor Student Reads YS: How Can | Help?”

Dear Editors:

In your paper of February,
1958, which I received while sev-
eral of the “Wayne Young Social-
ist Club” members passed them
out here on the U. of M. campus
I noticed your subscription blank,
which I am not enclosing because
it has part of one of the articles
which I want to keep intact on
the reverse.

The above mentioned paper is
the first I've seen on Socialism
and I'm very glad I stopped be-
tween classes to get it. In this
movement I believe I've found
something I can really put my
teeth into. The ‘“dog eat dog”
view of life has for a long time
sickened me because I could see
no reason for things having to be

the way they are. Now perhaps
there can be, through your group,
something I can actively do about
it.

Could you please send me any
pamphlets, ete., you have on the
movement, as well as a reading
list, if you put out one or have
one available, through which I
could find out more about this?

Because of school, and work-
ing, I have very little free time
at present. However, if there is
anything I can activelv do to
help, in this cause that seems,
now more than ever, to be of
prime importance, not only to
this country but to the world, I
should like to very much.

Richard L. Peters
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Daily" (along with a front page
picture and story of the distribu-
tion) entitled “Let a Thousand
Socialists Bloom.” This editorial,
written by editorial director James
Elsman Jr., took a line diametri-
cally opposed to Geruldsen’s. Els-
man congratulated the adminis-
tration for their “prudence yes-
terday in not making an incident
in front of the Union.” He fur-
ther testified that the young so-
cialists “were impressive as they
argued, with considerable prep-
aration, their case; their oppon-
ents, those who were willing to
speak for capitalism, did not seem
as well prepared .7 Elsman
deplored the atmosphere of our
schools that discourages any real
discussion of social questions and
stated that the result was ‘“that
many Americans are not well pre-
pared to defend the existing eco-
nomic system, much less to re-
form it.” In conclusion he pro-
posed that one of the campus
clubs “invite them (the young so-
cialists) to campus so that a de-
bate be held on a legitimate is-
sue, and on an issue that all of
us should be able to speak on
with competence.”

There is no question that the
energetic insistence of YOUNG
SOCIALIST supporters on the

right to freely distribute their 1t-
erature and openly advocate their
ideas was an essential factor in
rallying student support and forc-
ing the administration and police
into an inglorious retreat. Many
students who did not consider
themselves socialists made a point
of expressing their respect for the
courage and the principled stand
taken by the socialists in Ann Ar-
bor and their interest in socialist
ideas. As one letter writer in thé
Daily Collegian stated, “My curi-
osity has been agitated and I am
now anxious to see exactly what
socialism offers.” This type of in-
terest has already developed to
the point that a number of Uni-
versity of Michigan students are
currently organizing a student
Young Socialist Club on the cam-
pus based on the ideas and ap-
proach of the YOUNG SOCIAL-

IST.

ATTENTION!

New Young Socialist
Address:

144 Second Ave.,
N.Y.3, NY.
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2000000 Grads Face
Glutted Labor Market

by James Lambrecht

This June’s high school and
college ‘““class of ’58” will star in
the most painful tragedy produc-
ed thus far by the recession.

With March unemployment at
five and a half million level, ac-
cording to the U, S. Bureau of La-
bor Statistics, there is pain
enough in this country. But the
tragedy of the unemployed stu-
dent will affect more people and
cut deepest because it involves the
murder of the greatest hope gen-
"erated by prosperity.

Prosperity to a majority of the
people meant homes, cars, tele-
vision—and the loss of these
things will be deeply felt. They
were never more, however, than
scattered oases on the dismal, re-
petitious desert that even in pros-
perous times makes up the lives of
working people. No, the real
promise of the boom was that the
children at least, by learning pro-
fessions, could escape once and
for all from the category “work-
ing class” itself. A college diploma
was a way cut, a breakthrough to
the kind of life that the appli-
ences, homes, cars and so on only
symbolized.

YNDUNG WORKERS GO
: TO SCHOOL

Hor this reason the number of
“lower economic group” youth at-
tending universities rose with the
upward curve of the economy,
from the end of World War II till
now when students from this
background make up a near ma-
jority of the total national stu-
dent body. Sons and daughters of
auto workers and miners learning
to be doctors, scientists, engineers!
Long hours of overtime made real
sense when you could plan on a
buy like that.

The rulers of this country made
use of this hope because it coin-
cided with their own opportunity
for business expansion. The World
War II G.I. Bill, the Korean Vet-
erans’ Bill, both helped create new
reserves of college-trained tech-
nicians necessary for the huge in-
dustrial system developed over the
last ten years. The ruling class
still has a need for them—but
only politically—if one can judge
by the torrent of magazine and
newspaper editorials that follow-
ed the launching of the first So-
viet satellite. ‘

High schools and colleges com-
bined will graduate 2,000,000 stu-|
dents onto the labor market this
spring. It is the worst market for
labor, according to the April 9
New York Times, since the end of
the last depression in early 1941.
The effect graduation will have
on that market:could be duplicat-
ed only by the total demobiliza-
tion of the Army, Navy, Air Force
and Marine Corps—in fact. In
figures, the tragedy is invisible.
Most students have worked only
part time or not at all and con-
sequently will not appear in the
unemployment statistics.

Also invisible will be the tragic
waste to society as a whole. Shut
down factories can be counted,
crops rot in the field for all to
see, the “army of unemployed”
line the streets of America at the
first faint hope of work. But the
‘“unlearning’” process, the degene-
ration of highly specialized skills
that need practice to maintain
themselves, is invisible. In addi-
tion, an economy operating at
half capacity produces neither the
security nor the incentives neces-
sary for a new generation of cap-
able youth to begin its university
training.

STUDENTS STANDS WITH

WORKERS

Thus the long reach of the

frustration is bitter, it will spread
far out through the network of
human relations that make up
the working class. Part of that
network, however, is the “class of
’58” itself. For this reason, in the
class struggles that would be de-
tonated by the deepening of the
slump, a high degree of worker-
student unity can be assumed. No
more will businessmen use the
campus for recruiting strikebreak-
ers, as they did during the Thir-
ties. And more than this, the stu-
dents themselves will be able to
form a firmer social and political
movement now than before, pro-
viding a steadier stream of ar-
ticulate leaders, organizers, of
speakers and journalists so neces-
sary to the workers as they mobil-
ize against recession. Here in the
new student with his close class
ties to the worker, lies the source
of the new hope generated by the
frustration of the old.

As Otlhers See Us . ..
Anti-Pro-Communists

It makes us sad to note that
in this day and age not all
young socialists are willing to
work with each other. The re-
cent Midwest Conference of
Young Socialists, which brought
together representatives of most
of the organized young social-
ists in the country, received an
attack from two quarters pre-
cisely for attempting to get all
young socialists together. One
small group, the Young Social-
ist League, which is looking to-
wards unity with the almost
defunct Socialist Party, char-
acterized the conference as
“pro-communist” and there-
fore refused to participate in
it though invited.

The conference was attack-
ed by people holding a diame-
trcally opposite political point
of view as “anti-Soviet” be-
cause of the inclusion of So-
cialist Workers Party members
among those in attendance.
These people had likewise been
invited.

It is our view that the so-
cialist moyement cannot ad-
vance a single step unless it
learns to work together on
those issues where it agrees.
Luckily the vast majority of
young sociailsts in this coun-
try likewise take a non-sectar-
ian point of vew.

American worker out of his class
has been cut off, and his warmest |
hope frustrated. The taste of this|

Delinquent . . .

(Continued from Page 3)

ficulty in reading be discovered.
At first when he began to realize
that he could learn to read and
write, and that he was not as re-
tarded as everyone thought, he
was happy. But he soon became
bitter again at having lost so
much time and so many opportu-
nities. We tell him it is still not
too late to go to school, but it is
like telling a man who has been in
prison that it is not too late, and
not to think of the lost years.

I my self am amazed at the
change in the boy. It is hard for
me to believe that Louis, my cous-
in, who read the Bible fairly well,
tries to study Shakespeare, reads
poetry, has definite talent in
painting, loves classical music and
is artistically inclined in many
ways, is the sam eboy who was
pushed out of school for being
mentally inferior and was contin-
ually branded a hoodlum and a
juvenile delinquent.

It is for this reason that we
should not join the sensationalist
press in comdemning a young
hoodlum, but rather should probe
into the circumstances that might
have drivenm him to this unhappy
situation.

ting Communism.”

The Life of Albert Smuck — I

(Engineer at Genocide Research’s Podunk, N.Y. Lab)

Albert Smuck is driving to work in his new, 1958 car. Boy! It
sure is raining hard. But, Albert has to drive fast, otherwise he’ll be
Jate for work. A radiation count was made on the rain water and
showed that it had more than 200 times the maximum safe drinking
water standard of radioactivity. What does Albert think about this?
“Oh, I'm not worried about this fall-out stuff. A lot of propaganda,
that’s all. When some guy came up to my place the other day and
asked if I'd sign a petition to halt bomb testing, I told him to get
the hell out. What we need are bigger and better bomb tests so we
can Keep Ahead in the arms race. That’s the American Way of com-

—Richard Kenny

(Continued from Page 1)

under 26. There were large con-
tingents of Labor Party youth,
Young Liberals, University stu-
dents and 16-18-year old school-
children.

Secondly, everyone wanted to
know what further one could do
to prevent another war. “What
can we do after the march?”,
“What else can be done?” were
the questions constantly posed.
There was a terific thirst for dis-
cussion and literature on the
question. Anyone selling pamph-
lets or papers was quickly sur-
rounded by a crowd .

LABOR PARTY ACTS -

The Aldermaston March has
had repercussions. The Labor
Party leadership—afraid it will
miss the boat in this developing
movement—is organizing mass
demonstrations all over the coun-
try with the theme “Stop the
Tests.” Until recently the Party
leadership shied away from any
action over nuclear weapons, try-
ing to allay the fears of the rank
and file with mere statements on
stopping British tests.

Resolutions are passed every
week now by branches of unions,
trades councils, and local Parties
asking for blacking of work on
rocket bases, demanding that the
Party should state its intention
not to use, manufacture or test
the H-Bomb, and urging that a
Labor Government rescind all
agreements with the United States
on rocket bases in this country.

STUDENTS’ REFERENDUM

The threat of nuclear war
hanging over our heads has
aroused almost every university in
the British Isles.

A couple of months ago, the
Oxford University students’ mag-
azine “Isis” organized a referen-
dum among students on nuclear
disarmament. The result showed
a majority in favor of cessation
of British tests, and if necessary
of the unilateral renounciation of
the bomb by Britain. Similar re-
ferendums are being organized in
almost every university.

Aberystwyth, Birmingham, Con-
ventry, Edinburgh, Exeter, and
Nottingham  Universities have
held crowded public meetings.
Southhampton University is or-
ganizing a debate. Leeds Univer-
sity students have sent a deputa-
tion to their M.P. A mass lobby in
favor of nuclear disarmament is
planned for May 22nd when stu-
dents from all over the country
will travel to London to visit their
M.P.s.

The Aldermaston marchers cer-
tainly cannot prevent the Gov-

Youth Fight Tests...

ernment from manufacturing
nuclear weapons—only the British
working class has the strength to
do that. However it may spark a
movement within the British La-
bor Movement that will force the
Labor Party leadership to pledge
that the next Labor Government
will refuse to test, manufacture
or use nuclear weapons and give
support to the American, Russian
and German working class in
their efforts to compel their gov-
ernments to take similar action.

Americans Hit Tests

On Easter Day .demonstrations
were held across the United
States in opposition to the test-
ing of nuclear weapons by this
country. Large numbers of young
people were involved in all the de-
monstrations.

In Berkeley, California, 250
persons deinonstrated in the rain
near the University of California
radiation Laboratory (see the pic-
ture on page one). They carried
signs stating appropriately “Rain,
Rain, Go Away, Come Again
Without Gamma Rays’” and “April
Showers Bring Radioactive Flow-
ers.” The protest was organized
by the Northern California, Com-
mittee for the Abolition of Nu-
clear Weapons Tests.

Close to 200 persons participat-
ed in two poster walks on the
same day organized by the Amer-
ican Friends Service Committee
in Chicago. A large percentage of
the participants were young high-
school and college students.

Over 700 persons lined up in
front of the United Nations in
New York City at the climax of a
“Walk for Peace” during which
a number of people walked from
Philadelphia and New Haven. The
marchers all wore blue armbands
and pledged to continue wearing
them until the tests are stopped.

In Bronx Science High School,
also in New York, these armbands
have been spreading like wildfire
so that it is estimated nearly 300
students are now wearing them to
classes.

Supporters of the YOUNG SO-
CIALIST have been active par-
ticipants in all these demonstra-
tions for peace.

—

AVAILABLE—Copies of the of-
ficial bulletin of the recently held
Midwest Conference are now avail-
able. The bulletin, which contains
the minutes of the conference and
other information, sells for 15c a

copy. Write: J. Maxim, 1457 E,
54th Pl., Chicago 15, IllL
| J

N

Canada . ..

(Continued from Page 1)

ernment of Quebec has refused to
accept the money.

Since numerous statements of
Quebec’s premier had shown that
he was not deeply concerned with
the problems of higher education
in the province, it became neces-
sary to arouse public opinion in
support of the students’ cause.
Duplessis’ final refusal even to
meet, made the one-day voluntary
suspension of lectures necessary.

Reaction to the announcement
of the strike was varied. Both the
trade unions and the Social Demo-
cratic Party (CCF) supported the
move. On the other hand, such
august newspapers as the Gazet-
te and the Montreal Star, being
pro-Duplessis, were anti-strike.
Most of the university principals
made statements against the
walkout, and it was decided by
the governing boards of these uni-
versities that lectures would be
held as usual. Thus the public saw
that this was purely a student ac-
tion, unsupported by any other
group involved in education.

90% OF STUDENTS STRIKE

The walkout was staged success-
fully except at Sherbrooke Uni-
versity. Here, because the profes-
sors applied pressure on them, the
students decided at the last mo-
ment to withdraw from the ac-
tion. This left five universities,
McGill, Sir George Williams, La-
val, Bishop’s, and the University
of Montreal. At all of these uni-
versities except one the students
were able to attend their lectures
if they so desired, but even then
about 90-95 percent did not do so.
The one exception was the Uni-
versity of Montreal where the
picket lines allowed only faculty
members on the campus. Picket
lines were also formed at some
of the other universities, but these
had orders to allow anyone to pass.

At the same time, student vol-
unteers distributed to the public
copies of The Quebec Student, a
bilingual leaflet which had been
printed by the combined staffs of
the university mnewspapers. It
contained a summary of the situa-
tion, and the conclusions of a
brief which had earlier been sub-
mitted to the provincial govern-
ment. This brief recommended
that the principle of annual grants
to the universities be recognized
by statute, and that each student
be given free financial aid by the
government in accordance with
his needs.

Now that the strike is over, we
must wait to see the results. As a
protest it has succeeded admirably
in presenting the problems of
higher education to the Quebec
public; but at present one cannot
tell how the public as a whole will
react to these problems. A large
number of students, especially the
English-speaking ones, did not
really care about the walkout in
the first place; they considered it
only as a day off. Nevertheless
many students were sincere in
their desire for improvements, and
the struggle against Duplessis’ ed-
ucation policies is being continued.

STUDENTS FIGHT ON

The student repersentatives of
the five universities participating
in the boycott have decided to
continue their program of bring-
ing the needs of higher education
to the attention of the Quebec
public. At the same time, three
students from the University of
Montreal have been trying each
day to obtain an interview with
the Premier. So far they have not
succeeded.

How long the present stalemate
will last is uncertain. Soon the
students will be writing their final
examinations, and then all schol-
astic activities will cease for the
summer. But next fall one can ex-
pect further action on the part of
the students because it is highly
unlikely that Duplessis will by that
time have agreed teo a meeting
with their representatives.





