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ERNEST MANDEL is editor of the Bel-
gian Socialist weekly LA GAUCHE and
author of the scholarly two-volume
TRAITE d'ECONOMIE MARXISTE ("Trea-
tise on Marxist Economics”) soon to be
published in English. He is a popular
figure among revolutionary students
across Europe and has been acclaimed
by such figures as Rudi Dutschke as the
man who has had the most effect on
radical students in Europe. Mandel has
been a frequently invited speaker at
rallies on the left in Europe such as the
European-wide conference in West Ber-

International Notes

By Joanna Misnik

“We Are All German Jews.” This is how the French students
and young workers answered the charges leveled by the Gaullists
against student leader Cohn-Bendit. And to back themup, students
the world over reacted to the revolutionary events in France
by launching similar struggles on their home ground, giving
standing testimony to the massive and international character
of this heightened student radicalization.

These notes will take a brief survey of the major student actions
throughout the world that followed the French upsurge. These
few examples point dramatically to the new stage in the world
student struggle—a stage marked by the emergence of a genera-
tion of “German Jews,”” an international brotherhood of young
people who more and more turn to the ideas of revolutionary
socialism as the tools for building a new society.

As in the French struggle, students increasingly are seeking
to link up with a powerful ally in that struggle for change: the
workers who have begun to respond to student initiatives.

Thirdly, as this alliance becomes more threatening, the ruling
class around the world lays bare its willingness to use its police
in a most brutal fashion in attempting to squash student move-
ments before that alliance can deepen.

(While students here in the U.S. are more than holding up
their end of the international youth revolt, thisissue of the Young
Socialist is devoted primarily to the actions of our counterparts
throughout the world, and particularly in France. In upcoming
issues we will continue our coverage of the deepening student
radicalization in this country.)

ITALY: A new wave of protest began in Italy when the students
at Rome University occupied their main campus in support of
the French students. This university has beenthescene of periodic
pitched battles between students and policefor nearly eight months
and the Italian movement as a whole has been engaged in a
militant and sustained effort to wrest control over their own
institutions from the Government. Following this take-over, a
march of 3,000 students and workers on the French Embassy
ended in a clash with police as demonstrators attempted to move
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lin in support of the Vietnamese Revo-
lution hosted by the German SDS, Feb-
ruary 17.

THE JEUNESSE COMMUNISTE REVOLU-
TIONNAIRE (JCR) is a socialist student
organization which is in the vanguard
of the revolutionary students in France
today. This young organization published
many leaflets and posters during the
course of the struggle in France. In this
issue of the YS we have translated and
are publishing a few of these historic
documents.

ALAIN KRIVINE is a national leader of
the JCR (Jeunesse Communiste Revolu-
tionnaire—Young Revolutionary Com-
munists). He has been in the forefront
of, and is one of the recognized leaders
of, the students revolt in France.

MARY-ALICE WATERS, National Secre-
tary of the Young Socialist Alliance,
traveled to France as a correspondent
for the YOUNG SOCIALIST and THE
MILITANT during the French crisis. Many
of her articles have already appeared
in THE MILITANT.



RALLY TO THE
DEFENSE OF FRENCH
REVOLUTIONARIES

Statement by Young Socialist
Alliance and Socialist Workers
Party.

June 14 —While de Gaulle welcomes back the
neo-fascists, his government has outlawed all the
militant student and left wing organizations which
have led the mighty mass movement in France.
On June 12, as the three-week general strike of
the workers tapered off and the national pre-election
period began, Premier Pompidou dissolved seven
student groups.

These are the Trotskyist Revolutionary Com-
munist Youth (JCR), the March 22 movement led
by Daniel Cohn-Bendit, Workers Voice, the anarchist
Revolutionary Group, the Maoist Union of Com-
munist Youth (Marxist-Leninist), the Federation of
Revolutionary Students (FER), and the Liaison
Committee of Revolutionary Students.

At the same time it expelled many foreign students
who have been active in struggles against the
government and police, notably members of the
Federation of German Socialist Students (SDS).

The government likewise prohibited all street
demonstrations during the election campaign, which
opened June 10 and extends until the June 30
runoffs.

The next day June 13, Pompidou illegalized four
adult political organizations: the Internationalist
Communist Party (PCI), French section of the
Fourth International; the Lambertiste Internation-
alist Communist Organization (OCI); the Maoist
Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist) and an
anarchist group.

The official charge against these persecuted or-
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San Francisco demonstration in solidarity with the stu-
dents and workers victimized by the de Gaulle regime,
June 23.
ganizations is that they organized subversive com-
mando squads, a frameup accusation which they
have denied. They are being banned under a
conspiracy law, enacted during the Popular Front
days of 1936, which is the French replica of the
Smith Act in the United States.

It prevents the prohibited organizations from
carrying on any of the normal functions of a
political group "directly or indirectly." Anyone who
in the opinion of the police defies the decree is
liable to be tried and faces six months to two years
in jail plus fines.

Both the PCI and the JCR immediately issued
statements that they refuse to recognize the legality
of the ban and propose to fight it in the courts
and in the streets.

Guy Mollet, leader of the French Socialist Party,
spokesmen for the Federation of the Democratic
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and Socialist Left headed by Alexandre Mitterand,
and other political, labor and student bodies im-
mediately denounced the government's acts as out-
rageous violations of civil liberties. A broad protest
movement will undoubtedly develop in defense of
the vicitimized organizations both on a national
and international scale.

Quite different was the attitude of the French
Communist Party. As other organizations on the
left voiced their opposition, the Stalinist leaders
kept mum.

However, their silence could not conceal their
criminal complicity with the Gaullist reaction in
inflicting these blows upon the vanguard of the
student and mass movements. Under the relation-
ship of forces in the current revolutionary situation
in the country, de Gaulle and his Premier would
not have dared to undertake such repressionsunless
they were sure they could go ahead without serious
objection from the forces controlled by the CGT
and CP bureaucrats.

In fact, the CP leaders have prepared the ground
for the government moves by venomous denun-
ciations of the student rebels as ultra-left "adven-
turers” and their chauvinist attacks on foreigners
such as Cohn-Bendit whom ['Humanite labelled
as the "West German" while the farrightpress added
"Jew."

These slanderous attacks emboldened the Gaul-
lists to make anti-Communism the theme of their
election campaign, permit fascists banned after
the Algerian war to return, and try to incite a
witchhunt hysteria in France. De Gaulle counts
on the CP bureaucrats to restrain the workers while
his cops and right wing groups try to terrorize the
rebel youth and split them from the ranks of labor.
Through this "divide and rule" tactic the reactionaries
hope to gain time, demoralize the worker militants,
and restabilize the shaken supremacy of capitalism.
They hope to get away with all this with tacit com-
pliance from the CP.

The government repressions are all the more
ominous in view of the coalition with the far right
which de Gaulle is hastily cementing to do battle
against the workers and students. In his first tele-
vision campaign speech on June 12 Premier Pom-
pidou appealed for "reconciliation,” with a special
welcome for the ultra-right conspirators who had
opposed de Gaulle's Algerian policy.

Many of the military men who plotted the at-
tempted coup against de Gaulle in April 1961 are
being permitted to return to France or are released
from prison. After secret consultations with the
generals commanding the French forces in West
Germany, the President amnestied the neo-fascist
Georges Bidault, the former premier who has been
living in exile.
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At a June 9 press conference after his return to
France, Bidault was ostentatiously guarded by
a large squad of ex-members of the OAS, the
paramilitary conspirators who sought to impose
a military dictatorship on the country just before
de Gaulle took power in 1958.

In addition to the mobilization of all available
military and police forces, extralegal armed Gaullist
groups under the misnomer of "Committees for the
Defense of the Republic" are springing up under
semi-official protection. They are being readied for
use against insurgent workers, students and
peasants.

These developments expose both the fraud and
the folly of relying upon the pending elections to
settle the life and death issues posed by the present
revolutionary upheaval. The elections are designed
to give the capitalist rulers enough time and cover
to stave off further advances of the socialist revolu-
tion, exhaust the energies of the workers, and, at
the propitious moment, proceed to behead and
smash their offensive.

The intentions of the reactionaries are one thing;
their realization is another. The colossal mobili-
zation of the masses cannot be so easily demobilized
or defeated. Although the majority of strikers have
returned to work, important sectors are holding
out. Some have engaged in bloody battles with the
police who tried to evict them from the plants.

The auto workers at Renault and Peugeot have
been in the forefront of the struggle. The principal
unions, including the CGT, were compelled to call
an hour-long general strike on June 12 to protest
the deaths by shooting of two strikers who had
fought the cops at the Peugeot plant at Souchaux.

The Socialist Workers Party and Young Socialist
Alliance express solidarity with all the victims of
repression and especially with our comrades in
the PCI and JCR who have been conducting an
uncompromising struggle against Gaullism and for
socialism.

We add our voices to the spokesmen of those
French political, labor and student organizations
which immediately denounced these violations of
the most elementary democratic rights of free speech
and organization.

The dissolution of so many political and student
groups in a national pre-election period demon-
strates what a mockery de Gaulle's electoral machin-
ations really are.

The SWP and YSA appeal to all student, political
and other democratic-minded groups and individ-
uals in this country concerned with civil liberties
to make known their opposition to these punitive
measures and rally to the defense of all the per-
secuted organizations and any of their members
who may suffer prosecution.



Ernest Mandel speaking at German
SDS sponsored conference, Berlin,
Feb. 18, 1968.

FROM REVOLT AGAINST BOURGEOIS
UNIVERSITY TO REVOLT
AGAINST CAPITALIST SOCIETY

By Ernest Mandel

The following speech by Ernest
Mandel was given at a meeting of
the Jeunesse Communiste Revolu-
tionnaire (JCR) in the great hall of
the Mutualite in Paris on May 9,
the eve of the night of the barricades.
The meeting was attended by be-
tween five and six thousand student
militants and revolutionary youth.

Ernest Mandelis the editor of the Bel-
gian socialist weekly LA GAUCHE
and author of the scholarly two-
volume TRAITE D'ECONOMIE
MARXISTE ("Treatise on Marxist
Economics”) soon to be published
in English. The transcript is from

May 29th demonstration in Paris

a tape recording, and has been edited
for minor corrections in style. The
translation is by INTERCON-
TINENTAL PRESS.

Any analysis of the student revolt
must start from one basic conside-
ration: the university explosion. A new
social grouping has emerged from the
very vitals of neocapitalism, from all
that it considers its essential "achieve-
ment": the higher standard of living,
the advances in technology and the
mass media, and the requirements of
automation. There are four million

Photo by Hermes
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university students in the United
States, two and a half in West Eu-
rope, and over a million in Japan.
And it proved impossible to integrate
this grouping into the neocapitalist
system as it functions in West Eu-
rope, the United States, or Japan.

The students have not found the
necessary material facilities for their
studies in the universities. They have
not found the kind of education they
were looking for. And above allwhen
they leave the universities it is get-
ting harder and harder for them to
find the kind of jobs they rightly
expected when they started their uni-
versity education.

Here I must reply to a certain per-
son claiming to be a representative
of the Jeunesse Socialiste SFIO (The
SFIO Young Socialists—the youth

group of the right-wing Social Demo-
cratic Party). This individual wrote
the other day in a column in the
"Libres Opinions" section of Le Monde
(this is a guest feature column for the
expression of differing viewpoints
which appears regularly in this Paris
daily) describing "our” society as a
"society of abundance,” a society in
which "everyone" is now guaranteed
full employment and a steady rise
in his standard of living.

He did not put his glasses on when
he read the West European unem-
ployment statistics. He did not see
that in the last two winters there were
three million unemployed in Western
Europe. He did not see that the num-
ber of unemployed in France itself
topped a half million—and this in
the midst of a government-proclaimed
economic expansion. He did not
notice the large number of young
people in this mass of unemployed —
to say nothing of the still larger num-
ber which the statistics don't include.
He did not see that the unemploy-
ment rate among the youth in the
black ghettos of the United States
exceeds 20 percent— which explains
a lot of things.

In brief, what he, like innumerable
devotees of neocapitalism, failed to
see is that this system, far from sol-
ving all economic and social prob-
lems, has not even remedied the basic
evils of nineteenth-century capitalism,
while it has added a series of new
contraditions that have proved more
and more insoluble.

This neocapitalism confronts the
student youth with insoluble contra-
dictions not only in the university
but also in the economy and in bour-
geois society, which is in permanent
crisis. (Applause.)

Some people have talked about the
inadequacy of the universities and,
like good reformists, called for uni-
versity reform. Therefore, when the
students turned their backs on this
reform of the bourgeois university,
they accuse them of rejecting dialogue.
But what the students in revolt rejected
was in fact dialogue within the pre-
established and supposedly immu-
table framework of the bourgeois
state, of the bourgeois governments
in West Europe and Japan.

The students have been told: "The
budget isn'tlarge enough to guarantee
all of you the university buildings,
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professors and assistants, restau-
rants, dormitories, and above all the
high quality education you demand
right away. You have to be satisfied
with gradually changing the existing
situation, which we all agree is un-
satisfactory.” And when the students
are told this, they are a thousand
times right to answer: "Stop this bilge
about the appropriation foreducation
and the resources of the public bodies.
Talk in terms of the economic re-
sources available in this society. Ad-
mit that while there isn't enough
money for the universities, there is
more than enough for advertising
and superfluous gadgets. Admit that
the reason you can't find the billions
needed for a university system fit for
the twentieth century isbecause you're
squandering billions for your 'force
de frappe' (France's nuclear striking
force). Admit that you are stifling
in embryo immense productive, tech-
nological, cultural, and intellectual
forces because you prefer to create
destructive forces." (Long Applause.)

In this sense, and rightly, the stu-
dents "reject dialogue" and reject "uni-
versity reform" in the context of bour-
geois society. For, they have under-
stood the nature of this society. And
this awareness in combination with
their special situation in society has
made them the weakest link in the
neocapitalist chain today, the first
to crack throughout the Western
world.

What the student revolt represents
on a much broader social and histor-
ic scale is the colossal transformation
of the productive forces which Marx
forsaw in his Grundrisse (Outlines
of a Critique of Political Economy):
the reintegration of intellectual labor
into productive labor, men's intellec-
tual capacities becoming the prime
productive force in society.

This is still embryonic and is un-
realizable within the framework of
capitalist society but it is already
powerfully announcing itself. In
speaking of a third industrial revolu-
tion, of a scientific revolution, many
bourgeois, petty bourgeois, or
Marxist sociologists and economists
have had a presentiment of this. But
they have not always drawn the ob-
vious social conclusion about the
place of intellectual workers in society.

When we hear pseudo-Marxists talk-
ing disdainfully about the students
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as "bourgeois youth"and"future bour-
geois" we see a threefold error.

First of all, they fail to understand
the university explosion which has
made these "bourgeois youth" a small
minority today in the student world
(as the children of workers are also
still a tiny minority today). Next,
they do not understand that as a
result of profound changes in intellec-
tual employment the majority of uni-
versity graduates will no longer be
bosses, or professionals, or even di-
rect agents of the bosses with strictly
supervisory functions, but white-
collar employees of the state or in-
dustry, and thus partofthe greatmass
of salaried workers. Finally, they do

not understand the specific character

of the student milieu as a special
social stratum, into which students
from bourgeois backgrounds often
assimilate, breaking their ties with
their family environment without yet
being integrated into the social en-
vironment of their professions to be.

And underlying this threefold er-
ror is their unwillingness to under-
stand, or accept, a fundamentalfact—
that man's chief productive force will
be his creative intellectual power.
(Applause.) This intellectual power is

Renault workers vote to reject first negotiated settlement

only potentially productive today be-
cause capitalist society beats it down
and stamps it out as pitilessly as it
beats down the personality and
creative impulse of the manual
workers.

There is then at the base of the
student revolt a high consciousness
of a new dimension which neocapi-
talism has added to the classical alien-
ation of labor produced by capitalist
society, produced by all societies
based on buying and selling.
(Applause.)

We can say that this intellectual
labor power is doubly revolutionary
and productive today. It is so be-
cause it is conscious of the enormous
wealth it promises, which could lead
us rapidly to a classless society, to
abundance. It is so because it is
conscious of all the contradictions,
injustices, and barbarities of contem-
porary capitalism, and because the
results of its becoming conscious are
profoundly revolutionary.

The development of this conscious-
ness occurred first of all among the
students for a very simple reason:
because the traditional organizations
of the workers' movement are pro-
foundly bureaucratized and long since
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coopted into bourgeois society. When
the workers' movement does not erect
multiple barriers against the pene-
tration of bourgeois ideology into
the working class, most of theworkers
succumb, at least in "normal” condi-
tions, to the preponderant influence
of bourgeois ideas—as Marx and
Lenin never failed to repeat.

However, in the student milieu, a
larger minority, precisely because
they are in a more privileged social
and intellectual situation than the
workers, can free themselves by in-
dividual thought from the constant
manipulation and mental condition-
ing of the great public-opinion mold-
ing instruments in the service of bour-
geois society and capitalism.
(Applause.)

It is an unquestionable fact that
the revolt against the dirty imperial-
ist war in Vietnam arose from the
students and youth in the United
States. It was these American stu-
dents and young people who set in
motion a powerful movement against
this war, eventually drawing in mas-
ses of adult black workers and now
beginning to affect white workers
also.

Essentially the same process has

continved on p. 30

between union bureaucrats and de Gaulle Government.
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Renault workers vote to reject first negotiated settlement between union bureaucrats and de Gaulle Government.



National Secretary of YSA Speaks to 4,000 at Sorbonne

“FRENCH STUDENTS AND WORKERS

The following is an English transla-
tion of the text of greetings from Mary-
Alice Waters, National Secretary of
the Young Socialist Alliance, to
French students and workers. Mary-
Alice addressed a meeting organized
by the PCI (Parti Communiste Inter-
nationaliste — Internationalist Com-
munist Party) at the Sorbonne,
Friday, June 7, 1968.

The meeting of four thousand stu-
dents that Mary-Alice addressed was
reported in THE OBSERVER, June
16, 1968 (London) as follows: "'Do
not be surprised if barricades spring
up in the black ghettos in the United
States this summer,’ MaryAlice
Waters, National Secretary of Amer-
ica's Young Socialist Alliance, told
a cheering audience in the Sorbonne.
She was one of the scores of young
foreign revolutionary Marxists ~in-
cluding a British contingent— come
to Paris to draw the 'lessons of the
crisis." The Trotskyists played the
most vital part in sparking off the
revolution and provide the most co-
herent analysis of it.""

Comrades: I don't intend to speak
for very long; for, if ever in the
history of the world the center of
the stage belonged to the French
students and workers, it is today.
The impact of the historical events
which have taken place in France
in the last weeks is being felt in every
corner of the globe. 1968 will go
down in history as the year of the
May Revolution in France, and I
want to say just a few words about
the meaning of the events here in
France for the revolutionaries in
the other advanced capitalist coun-
tries of the world, especially
in the United States.

Just as, on the night May 10, all
of France was listening to transistor
radios to follow what was happening
here in the streets of Paris, by the
same means of modern communi-
cation students and workers all over
the world were able to learn of,
and begin to understand, what was
taking place here with amazing

HAVE SHOWN THE WAY?”
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Mary-Alice Waters interviewing Alain Krivine, leader of JCR in Paris

rapidity. All the prophets of doom,
who insisted that the speed of modern
communications worked against the
revolutionary forces and would only
hasten the speed of repression, failed
to comprehend the reverse side of
this process and missed the revolu-
tionary potential of the communi-
cations system for unwittingly mobi-
lizing millions of workers and
students. Today the entire world
knows what has taken placein France
and many of the lessons are being
absorbed.

In the United States our first
reaction as we saw things beginning
to unfold was one of caution. We
were almost afraid to believe it was
really true. But every day as thenews
came in we saw that the struggle
was deepening and spreading with
the spontaneous rapidity that is
characteristic of any revolutionary
situation. It soon became obvious
that, at the outset, the Communist
Party had no control over the move-
ment of the masses, and would not
be able to stop it immediately, and
we realized that the question of the

working class taking power was on
the agenda of the day.

I don't want to go into all the
reasons why the revolution was stop-
ped short— you have more first hand
knowledge of them than I, and are
in a position to understand fully the
implications and results of this latest,
historically enormous, betrayal of
the Communist Party. All the whys
and wherefores will be the main
topic of discussion among you—and
among revolutionaries the world
over—in the the months to come.

I want to concentrate on the positive
side and just briefly enumerate the
implications of a few of the lessons of
the French Revolution of May 1968.

In every country in the world in
recent years we have seen left-wing
intellectuals expound the theory that
the working class of the advanced
capitalist countries is no longer a
revolutionary force. That is part of
the establishment—fat, well satisfied,
and will never again move. This has
been especially true in the United
States where the working class is
probably less politically conscious
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and more quiescent than anywhere
else in the world. But as revolu-
tionaries we have always argued
that capitalism cannot buy off the
workers for an indefinite period of
time, and when the explosion comes
it will be so enormous and so rapid
that everyone will wonder why they
didn't see it coming before. Against
the example of the French workers
in May 1968, few will now be able
to dismiss the power of the working

class in the advanced -capitalist
countries and its revolutionary
potential.

This will be of particularimportance
among the black revolutionaries in
the United States, who from their
own experience see only the high
standard of living relative to theirs,
and the racist attitude of most white
workers, and thus dismiss the work-
ing class as an essential—or even
potential — ally in their liberation
struggle. You can be sure that the
lesson of May 1968 will be absorbed
by the black vanguard too.

There is one thing you should look
for too, and that is the lesson of the
barricades. Watch closely this sum-
mer, and if you see barricades going
up in the streets of America's ghettos,
you will know where the inspiration
came from. \

There is another myth of great
importance that has been exploded

by the French workers and students.
That is the myth that the working
class will not move until there is
an economic crisis for the capitalist
system which corresponds in depth
and severity to the one in the early
thirties. The fact that France was
enjoying a period of relative prospe-
rity destroys this idea with a single
stroke.

The French students and workers
have shown the way for the workers
and students of every advanced capi-
talist country in the world. Your
actions have ushered in a period
which will undoubtedly bring in-
creasing instability to all the capi-
talist world. You fired the first shots,
and you will hear them echoed
around the world.

You can be confident that when the
time comes the American workers
and students will follow your
example. But we will have one ad-
vantage. We will not have the
crushing weight of a Stalinist bureau-
cracy to defeat before we can march
to victory. The explosion of the work-
ing class in America will be even
more elemental and more rapid than
here, but will occur with the inspi-
ration of France's example.

For this the socialist youth of Amer-
ica are deeply grateful and we bring
you revolutionary and fraternal
greetings.

APPEAL TO AMERICAN YOUTH

The following is the text of greetings
from the Jeunesse Communiste Revo-
lutionnaire (JCR) to solidarity meet-
ings in the United States. This was
recorded on tape on June 2, 1968
in Paris by Alain Krivine, leader
of the JCR and one of the principal
leaders of the student struggles taking
place in France today.

Comrades and friends, in the name
of the JCR we want to thank you for
organizing this meeting in solidarity
with the struggle of French students.
The struggle we have been engaged
in for almost two weeks now here
in France represents an important
component of the international revo-
lutionary movement.

To all those who thought that the

working class no longer exists in
W estern Europe, to those who thought
that socialissm was a utopia for the
advanced capitalist countries, French
students and workers, through the ex-
emplary struggle they have been en-
gaged in for several weeks, have dem-
onstrated that socialism is possible
and realizable in Western Europe,
particularly in France.

By their combativity in recentdays,
especially during the three famous
nights of the barricades in Paris, the
workers and students demonstrated
that their willingness to fight for so-
cialism is still an extremely powerful
force, and that it is possible to achieve
a socialist revolution in our country.

We have been fighting in France
for several years now to build a
movement in support of the Vietna-

9

mese Revolution; we have organized
numerous demonstrations in solida-
rity with the struggle you are waging
in the United States against American
imperialist aggression in Vietnam.
We believe that the struggle we have
started in France is the same struggle
that the Vietnamese people are
engaged in— a struggle against capi-
talism and imperialism.

In the same manner, the meeting
you have organized today is an im-
portant contribution to our fight and
we thank you for your fraternal help.

The struggle we are now engaged
in is different than the struggle that
the official working class parties, the
Communist Party and the Socialist
Party, have been conducting for many
years. In fact, very large numbers
of students and an important part
of the working class have understood
that to force capitalism to retreat,
and to overthrow capitalism, elections
and pacifist demonstrations alone are
not sufficient, especially in France
where we are faced with a strong state
power directed by de Gaulle.

The actions on the barricades, the
violent demonstrations in Paris which
resemble the direct actions taken by
black Americans in their struggle for
liberation, have given birth to a new
vanguard in Europe, as in the United
States, which understands that by
direct action it is possible to make
capitalism retreat, and even destroy
capitalist society.

Today it is very important for us
to know that our struggle is not
isolated. We have already received
material aid from our English, Ger-
man and Italian comrades which is
very important. But for us it is ex-
tremely symbolic and politically im-
portant to make the struggle of the
French students and workers known
among the American people who are
situated in the citadel of world im-
perialism. That is why we attach
a particular importance to the soli-
darity shown by the American people
for the struggle we are conducting in
France. While your material soli-
darity is important, your political
solidarity is even more essential.

We want the reasons for our struggle
and the new forms of struggle taken
up by the revolutionary vanguard
in France to be known among the
American people. We hope that they
will serve as an example for all people
who are today struggling for their
freedom and against the capitalist
system.



Who are the Revolutionary
Communist Youth of France?

By Elizabeth Barnes

In its scanty coverage of the revo-
lutionary events in France, the May
26 issue of The Worker picked out
for special attack the revolutionary
student vanguard which has spear-
headed repeated mass demonstrations
in the streets. In particular they single
out student leader Cohn-Bendit
("Danny the Red") and what they
call the "1,000 member organization
of Trotskyite university students.”

Cohn-Bendit and the Trotskyists are
charged with being "dissident ele-
ments” and "provocateurs” who want
to split the movement.

Again in the May 28 issue, The
Worker attacks Cohn-Bendit, this time
quoting from l'Humanite, the French
Communist newspaper. Cohn-Bendit
is called a "rabble-rouser” who not
only has slandered and insulted
the French Communist Party, but
who has among other things, "in-
sulted the French flag!"

Who is this Cohn-Bendit and who
are the 1,000 Trotskyist students to
which the French and American CPs
are so resolutely opposed?

Cohn-Bendit, who has been a lead-
ing participant throughout the pres-
ent upsurge, is head of the March

Revolutionary Commust Youth (JCR) marching in Berlin demonstration

22 Movement, a studentgroup named
after the date of the student revolt
at the Paris University Annex of Nan-
terre which initiated the entire current
wave of student struggles. The stu-
dent actions in Paris which sparked
the general strike originally began as
demonstrations in solidarity with the
students at Nanterre.

The "1,000 member Trotskyist or-
ganization” is the JCR, the Revolu-
tionary Communist Youth (Jeunesse
Communiste Revolutionnaire). The
JCR has been in the forefront of the
student street demonstrations and the
actions in France from theverybegin
ning, and it has helped give po-
litical direction to these actions.

As the May 19 London Observer
put it, "In Paris, scratch any one of
the proliferating Sorbonne student
committees and you will find their
(the J CR's) man. Their directinghand
is at work in the March 22 Move-
ment, the May 3 Movement, and also
in the CAL (Comites d'Action
Lyceen), the secondary school action
committees, which are leading the at-
tack on thebaccalaureat— and which,
if successful, could plunge France
into a crisis even graver than the uni-

of European youth against the war in Vietnam, February 18, 1968.

versity revolution."

By organizing continual mass street
actions around revolutionary slo-
gans, the JCR, working along with
and through other revolutionary
groups, has been decisive in moving
the whole workers' upsurge to theleft,
and for bringing forward the demand
for socialism and workers' power.

Most important, because of the les-
sons being learned in the heat of the
struggle by millions of French work-
ers, students and farmers, the JCR
is in a position to play a key role
in bringing together the forces needed
to lead a revolutionary struggle for
power in France.

Although the JCR is still a small
organization, it has been able to play
a role which most people would con-
sider out of proportion to its present
size. This is due, in part, to the poli-
tical education which its members
have received in a whole series of
struggles over the past years.

The origins of the JCR go back
to the late 1950s when a group of
students within the French Commu-
nist student organization began to or-
ganize underground support for the
Algerian National Liberation Front,
and to build demonstrations within
France against the right-wing French
Secret Army Organization (OAS).

In order to carry out these activities
the students had to go against the
Communist Party bureaucrats' stance
of giving no aid or demonstrations
of support to the Algerians. (In the
1950s the CP went so far as to vote
in the French Assembly in favor of
appropriating war funds to fight
against the Algerians.)

After the Algerian war ended the
left wing within the Communist stu-
dents continued to carry out activities
which went counter to the policies
of the CP leadership. They rallied
to the support of the Cuban Revolu-
tion, and did what they could to aid
revolutionists from Santo Domingo
and other Latin American countries.

When the international antiwar
movement grew up against American
intervention in Vietnam, it was these
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Revolutionary Communist Youth (JCR) marching in Berlin demonstration
of European youth against the war in Vietnam, February 18, 1968.


























































































