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500 at Detroit Labor IBlack Rally 

DETROIT, November IO-A spirited 
rally of 500 unionists, blacks and 
socialists was held in downtown Detroit 
to protest the brutal Ku Klux Klan 
murders in Greensboro, North Carolina 
and show the whole country that the 
Klan won't ride in the Motor City. 
Demonstrators gathered in Kennedy 
Square under a huge banner proclaim­
ing, "Detroit is a Labor! Black 

'Town-Fight Klan Terror." Nearly a 
third of the predominantly black crowd 
was from Detroit area plants. Workers 
came from Ford's River Rouge, Cadil­
la~··t:.."trryslt'r's- 'ioyoci+ Road. Mack 
A venue Stamping, Dodge Truck and 
Dodge Main, as well as nearby steel 
mills. This was something not seen in 
years: a labor/black rally to stop the 
Klan. 

The protest was called in defiance of a 
ban by liberal black mayor Coleman 
Young. In the aftermath of the Greens­
boro killings the Klan announced their 
intention to march in downtown De­
troit, the black industrial heartland of 

II 
America! Young made the obscene and 
outrageous declaration that Klan and 
anti-Klan demonstrators would be 
arrested alike. Just like the press and 
politicians in North Carolina and across 
the country, Young equated the race­
hate killers with their victims and 
targets. 

Insisting that only a mass mobiliza­
tion of blacks and labor can stop the 
Klan, the rally was initiated by workers 
at the giant River Rouge complex and 
endorsed by dozens of Detroit unionists 
and black leaders, including: Jackie 
Jordan,-CWA Local 40)0; Edith i--ox, 
UA W Local 3; Pete Camarata, Team­
sters Local 299; Robert F. Williams, 
veteran civil rights activist and author of 
NeKroes with Guns; Bill Hampton, 
brother of murdered Chicago Black 
Panther leader; the Spartacist League/ 
Spartacus Youth League (SL/SYL); 
and many others. 

The days and hours leading up to the 
rally saw a test of wills between a liberal 
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SYL spokesman, Topaz DuBois at Detroit rally. 

For Mass Labor !Black Action to Smash the KKK! 

Avenge Greensboro! 
Don Davis/Jim Stratford 

Anti-Klan militant leans over body of fallen comrade in Greensboro. 

GREENSBORO, North Carolina-On 
November 3, carloads of Ku Klux 
Klansmen replaced their hooded robes 
with shotguns and semi-automatic rifles 
as they stormed an anti-Klan rally here, 
murdering five demonstrators and 
wounding many others. Over 100 
onlookers watched in horror while the 
Klan carried out an unprecedented 
assassination attack in broad daylight 
on an integrated crowd of anti-racist 
demonstrators. 

They drove their cars into the middle 
of the peaceful rally on their mission of 
death. Dropping their old tactics of 
midnight cross burnings, hooded intimi­
dations and terroristic night-riding, the 
Klan in Greensboro opted for murder­
cold-blooded murder. The killers me­
thodically pulled their guns from the 
trunks of their cars, looking very much 
like a group of deer hunters on a 
weekend outing. But then they opened 
fire, and within minutes, the streets were 
covered with the blood of the anti-Klan 
protesters. Killed were five long-time 
prominent labor and' civil rights activ" , 

ists, supporters of Workers Viewpoint 
Organization (WVO, which recently 
changed its name to the Communist 
Workers Party, USA), the sponsor of 
the rally. The attackers knew what they 
were doing, were well-organized and 
made a bloody declaration to their 
enemies that the KKK is very much alive 
and deadly. 

Two days after the massacre 12 of the 
murderers were arraigned on multiple 
counts. of murder and conspiracy to 
commit murder, and two others were 
charged only with conspiracy. Other 
than two of those charged, who are 
members of a Nazi paramilitary storm­
trooper group, all the assailants are 
reportedly members of one of North 
Carolina's five Klan organizations. As 
they wai{ed for their hearing to begin, 
the fascist triggermen sang "My Coun­
try 'Tis of Thee" and "Onward Christian 
Soldiers," obviously feeling that their 
cold-blooded attack was a victory for 
their forces. So now the Klan killers are 
encouraged by the "successful" shoot~ 
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WSU Demo Hits Recruiters 

FBI: Murder, Inc. 
On November 5. 35-40 students pro­

tested the appearance of FHI recruiters 
at Wayne State University in Detroit. In 
the aftermath of Watergate the FHJ. 
exposed as criminals and gangsters. 
kept a relatively low profile. Hut under 
peanut millionaire President "Human 
Rights" Carter. the (i-men arc sneaking 
back to exploit the campuses as recruit­
ing grounds. The demonstration spon­
sored by the Committee to Keep the FHI 
Off Campus. a united front initiated by 
the Spartacus Youth League (SYI.). 
sci/cd the opportunity to solidari/e with 
the martyred anti-Klan militants mur­
dered November J in Greensboro. 
~orth Carolina. Not accidentally. the 
appearance of FHJ. CIA and military 
recruiters on campus occurs at the same 
time that there has been an escalation of 
fascist terror across America. Partici­
pants in the demonstration. ranging 
from S Y I. student activists to militant 
Rouge workers. spoke out against FHI 
minority recruitment schemes as well as 

Northwestern U. 

the FHI's probable complicity in the 
murders of anti-Klan activists. Speakers 
recalled the FHl's role in the murders of 
Viola I.iullo and other civil rights 
acti\ists. as well as the FHl's active 
participation in the murderous cam­
paign to wipe out the Hlack Panther 
Party. 

An April 12 article in the student 
paper .\·ollth I:illimade it clear why the 
FHI had targeted WSU: "Special agents 
Edward Jenkins and Robert E. Lett 
visited the South /:illl to explain agency 
rClluirements and restore the FHI's 
tarnished image." The FHI needs blacks 
because in deeply racist capitalist 
America the bourgeois state needs a 
black cover. According to the March 2X 
Iktroit-he(' Pr(,.101 FHI director William 
Webster is "alarmed at the agency's lack 
of effectiveness in minority communi­
ties." The FHI's idea of effectiveness was 
powerfully illustrated by their bloody 
ollensi\e against the Hlack Panther 
Party. In 1969. Hlack Panthers Fred 

Hampton and Mark Clark got the full 
blast of FHI "effectiveness" when a 
black FHI agent infiltrated their organi­
/ation and set them up. In the dead of 
night the cops kicked their door down 
and machine-gunned them to death in 
their beds. 

Publicity for the action included a 
screening of the film "The Murder of 
Fred Hampton" and interviews on two 
local radio shows. The united front was 
endorsed by a number of members of 
various minority student organi/ations 
on campus. as well as Prof. David 
Herreshoff. a well-known academic 
Marxist. Hut much of the so-called left 
at WS U didn't sec fit to endorse or show 
up at the united front demonstration. 
Even t hough members of the Young 
Socialist Alliance (YSA) initially 
showed interest in participating. the 
YSA backed down and was nowhere to 
be seen during the demonstration. 
When the SYI. went toa meetingofthc 
Student-Faculty Council (S-FC). it was 

YOUNG SPARTACUS· 

clear that S-FC head Russ Hellant (a 
member of Ken Cockerel's Detroit 
Alliance for a Rational Economy 
[DAREj) had been maneuvering to 
prevent an SYI. presentation on the 
planned action. An SYL spokesman 
pointed out that by undermining sup­
port and pUblicity for this demonstra­
tion. Hellant was paving the way for the 
recruitment of the murderers of the next 
generation of labor and black militants. 
Enraged. this two-bit student bureau­
crat took a vote to expel the SYL from 
the meeting (which he claimed passed). 
The S Y I.ers refused to move. and 
Hellant threatened to call the cops! 

At the demonstration site. a small 
number of supporters of the Maoist 
Revolutionary Communist Party 
(RCP) stood by explicitly refusing to 
march. with the excuse that they had 
more important things to do (like stand 
on the sidelines and watch)! The 
demonstrators pointed out that the class 
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DSOC, "Progressives" Witchhunt SYL 
Anti-communism won the day in the 

Northwestern University Progressi\e 
Student Coaliton (PSC). Hy a vote of 
32-12 the PSC passed a motion to 
exclude the Spartacus Youth League 
(SYL) from its functions. citing our 
"dehumani/ing." "disrespectfuL" and 
"destructive" interventions. The PSC 
motion which carried at the October J I 
meeting also falsely charges that the 
S Y I. "violated the democratic process" 
and "instigated a series of libelous 
personal attacks." Two PSCers walked 
out with the SYl. after the motion was 
voted and several others followed soon 
thereafter. disgusted with the proceed­
ings. The PSC motion was master­
minded by the Democratic Socialist 
Organi/ing Committee (DSOC) c1illue 
in the PSc. Hehind the red-scare' 
verbiage and this McCarthy-style purge 
lies the inability of the aspiring profes­
sional red-baiters of DSOC to defend 
their state-department "socialist" poli­
tics against re\olutionary Marxism. 

The SYI. did indeed make life 
dillicult for DSOC within the PSc. We 
proposed a debate with DSOC which 
generated considerable interest and 
support in the group. When U A W 
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International Rep. Carl Shier. a DSOC 
member. addressed the PSt'. we let it be 
known that the real day-to-day activity 
of this "progressive" bureaucrat consist­
ed of breaking wildcat strikes. ramming 
through the latest sellout auto contract 
and tying the labor movement to the 
racist Democratic Party. Some of the 
members of the PSC agreed with what 
\\e had to say. So DSOC wanted us out. 

DSOC member and PSC honcho 
Michael Loftin-prime mover on behalf 
of the anti-communist purge-struck 
out se\eral times before he succeeded in 
making the PSC "safe for democracy," 
First. he attempted a blanket exclusion 
of all non-~orthwestern students. fa­
culty or stall from the PSc. But that was 
\oted down. Enraged that the SYL was" 
gainiilg a hearing both on the campus 
alld within the PSc. which he ell\i­
sioned as his "own" private political 
sandnox. I.oftin saw his chance when 
the SYL announced plans for a demon­
stration against Navy recruiters on 
campus, Oil he scurried to Associated 
Student (imernillent (ASCi) executive 
\ icc-president "Bubba" GetHge McClel­
lan to complain anout the SYL "outside 
agitators" disrupting the PSC. (Earlier 
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Loftin enlisted the aid of the campus 
newspaper to denounce leftist interven­
tions at a Midwest anti-draft conference 
heavily dominated by DSOC.) 

Vice-president "Hubba" proceeded to 
"freeze" the student status of the Friends 
of the SYL (FOSYL). an accredited 
campus organization. "The catalyst." he 
writes in a letter dated 29 October to the 
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FOSYL. co-sponsored by the SYI.. 
came up." Loftin's claims of SYL 
disruption arc also lluoted (naturally) as 
reasom for the "free/c." Hut even this 
slimy collusion with the administration 
didn't payoff. When confronted by 15 
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Out of the Classrooms, Into the Union Bureaucrag 

YSA: Young Sadlowskis of America 
There's an empty spot on many 

student government ballots today where 
sewer socialism once stood. The Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) has made its 
"turn" to industry and the Young 
Socialist Alliance (YSA) has marched 
into the plants along with them. Replac­
ing YSA "activists" campaigning for 
National Organization for Women 
(NOW) meetings, phony divestment 
schemes and anti-Soviet "dissidents," 
the pages of the infrequently published 
Young Socialist are now filled with naiVe 
on-the-scene accounts of the newly­
industrialized. Why this turn'! Haven't 
the S W P / YSA been notorious for tailing 
every petty-bourgeois movement under 
the sun, from the student-power move­
ment of the I 960s to today's more staid 
sectoralists NOW and the NAACP'! 

Novel as it might be for the petty­
bourgeois tailists of the SWP/YSA, the 
change of arena is simply necessary to 
implement the SWP's program for 
social-democratic influence as the politi­
cal power brokers of the trade-union 
bureaucrats with whom they have tried 
to ally since the antiwar days. Remem­
ber, when the SWP/YSA was doing the 
donkey work for the July 1971 National 
Peace Action Coalition (NPAC) con­
vention, where the featured speakers 
were capitalist politician Vance Hartke 
am/the cold war social-democratic labor 
bureaucrat Victor Reuther, united on the 
platform in classic popular-frontist 
fashion. Later, as the New Left dis­
covered theworkingclassand headed for 
the factories, the SWP began to test the 
waters, joining the Coalition of Labor 
Union Women (CLUW) en masse to 
pressure the "sisters" in the labor 
bureaucracy. The SWP really escalated 
its orientation to the labor skates when 
hundreds of SWPers joined the Sad­
lowski Steelworkers Fightback band­
wagon. Thus the current SWP /YSA 
industrialization turn is the logical 
outcome of the developing efforts of the 
SWP to win a base for their social­
democratic politics in the labor 
movement. 

SWP Platform 1980: Put a Scab in 
the White House and "Save Our 
Children" 

Work in the trade unions is distin­
guished from work in the various petty­
bourgeois milieux by, among other 
things, the accounlabilit.l' of union 
activists. Put another way, the workers 
tend to remember for long years those 
who betrayed and those who led. In 
particular the proletariat remembers 
scabs. So it is an indictment of"proletar­
ianization" SWP-style that their 19HO 
presidential candidate, Andrew Pulley, 
scahhed on the 1978 four-day railway 
strike. When striking members of the 
Brotherhood of Railway and Airlines 
Clerks (BRAC) threw up pickets at the 
Gary, Indiana, U.S. Steel plant, two 
leading supporters of the SWP, Pat 
Grogan and Andrew Pulley, crossed 
those BRAC lines every day to go to 
work! The SWP's "steel worker" candi­
date walked across the same strike lines 
as did steel foremen who directly 
replaced the work ofthe striking railroad 
workers, the same lines on which leanets 
urging steel workers to respect the lines 
were distributed. Pulley has publicly 
defended his scabbing several times with 
the faint-hearted excuse that the lJSWA 
bureaucrats permitted it. 

While their trade-union turn does not 
include upholding such elemental 
working-class principles as the inviola­
bility of the picket line, it has meant some 
twists and turns in line for the opportun­
ist SWP. Take the question of democrat­
ic rights for homosexuals. Matilde 

Zimmermann, Pulley's running mate, 
co-authored the SWP's scandalous 
position of calling on the bourgeois state 
to enforce itsage-of-consent laws against 
homosexuals. Not long ago, the SWP 
adapted to the lifestylist gay liberation 
movement. But with the turn to the labor 
bureaucracy, the Militanl unceremoni­
ously dumped even the defense of 
democratic rights for gays. This is but the 
most recent of the SWP's accommoda­
tions to the backward social prejudices 
of the trade-union tops-and as they 
cuddle ever c1oserto the Frasers, Millers 
and Sadlowskis, other speci~lIy op-
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1978-the SWP played the shabby role 
of' ha tchet men for bureaucrats who were 
underthegunfromtheranks. When even 
the Alameda County Central Labor 
Council felt pressured by militant Bay 
Area unionists into calling for a general 
strike, . the Militanl suggested such 
harmless diversions as a "one-day 
mobilization on a Saturday" instead. 
Moreover, when the proposal for elected 
strike committees began to pick up 
support in an ad hoc meeting of union 
militants (while the bureaucrats watched 
impotently from the back of the room) 
Mililani writer Nat Weinstein came to 

tied "Draft Counter Political Reso­
lution-Against the Workerist Turn" 
(SWP Discussion Bulletin Vol. 36, No. 
19) and a similar document came out of 
the YSA (see "Against the YSA Turn to 
Industry.: Counterreport to the May 
1979 Young Socialist Allianf\e National 
Committee Plenum;' SWP Discussion 
Bulletin Vol. 36, No~ 9). The opposition 
to the turn comes from the right, largely 
as a defense of the SWP's primary 
orientation to petty-bourgeois sectoral­
ist movements. For example, both the 
YSA dissident Horowitz and the 
Miami grouping mourn the forces t 

SWP school of falsification: 1978 miners' strike. Militant photo (left) cuts out anti- M,lIer sign. SWP/YSA tailed 
Miller when mine workers wanted to hang him. 

pressed groups can expect betrayal. No 
thinking militant should vote for the 
SWP's scab-and-bigot slate in 1980! 

Consistent Class Traitors: From 
"Peace Now" to Arnold Miller 

The SWP/YSA has had a number of 
years' training for their brazenly anti­
work ing - class actions. With striking 
Teamsters not ten miles away, defending 
their strike against the owners and scab 
convoys supported by military helicop­
ters, armored cars and National Guards­
men, the SWP blithely convened the 
Cleveland antiwar conference in 1970. 
The conference was officially endorsed 
by Cleveland's mayor Carl Stokes, who 
called for the same units ofthe National 
Guard that later gunned down Kent 
State students to break the Teamsters' 
strike. Other NPAC luminaries as well 
joined to crush the militant Teamster 
wildcat: Teamster leader Harold Gib­
bons and Senator Sax be. Did this bother 
the SWP? Far from it! The conference 
immediately proposed a demonstration 
in downtown Cleveland "against Ag­
new" and voted down an SDS motion­
supported by the Spartacist League and 
Progressive Labor-for a demonstra­
tion in support of the Teamsters and 
against Stokes as well as Agnew. The 
revolutionary Trotskyists of the 1930s 
led the organizing drives of the Team­
sters; the S W P had trekked so far into the 
swamp of social-democratic coalition­
ism by 1970 that it turned its back on the 
union for the "antiwar" Democratic 
strikebreakers. Today when the YSA 
talks about "winning young workers" 
while the SWP runs a scab for president, 
it is to the politics of the 1970 Cleveland 
"peace" conference that they are to be 
won. 

In two key labor battles-the neargen­
eral strike in San Frdncisco in the spring 
of 1976 and tlte great. coalstrik.e of' 

the rescue of the labor officialdom, 
urging instead that there be more "input 
into the official strike committee." 
Perhaps this was the best way the SWP 
could fight for the "modified defeat" 
Weinstein advocated to enable striking 
unions to save face and retreat graceful­
ly! Weinstein "explained" that the call 
for a general strike "served the interests 
of the employers," since the bureaucrats 
were not prepared to lead it! 

During the heroic IIO-day miners' 
strike. the SWP was far to the right of a 
majority of the UMW membership and 
most local leaderships. The miners 
hurned Miller's sell-out contract twice 
before they were finally forced to back 
down and, as sentiment to get rid of 
M iller swept the coalfields, the hated 
labor traitor dared not step foot in 

·mining towns unarmed. The SWP 
remained Miller-loyal to the bitter end, 
calling the sell-out contract a "victory" 
and denouncing as ultra-left our calls for 
hot-cargoing scab coal and strike action 
by other unions in defense of the miners' 
struggle. They even doctored pictures in 
the Militant, cropping a photograph of a 
"Dump Miller" sign held by a striking 
miner. More treacherously, the SWP 
supporters in San Francisco voted 
against a motion put forward by a 
militant transit worker to implement a 
Bay Area-wide protest strike against 
government strikebreaking and sabo­
taged a call by International Longshore­
men's and Warehousemen's Union for a 
24-hour sympathy strike against Carter's 
imposition of Taft-Hartley. 

Opposition to the Turn: 
"Vanguards" in Conflict 

The SWP/YSA's forced march into 
the plants has not been carried out 
without opposition. At the last SWP 
convention a small Miami grouping led 
by Jack Leiberman submitted a docu-· 
ment against the industrialization, enti-

will lose for intervention into the •• no­
nuke" movement. At root, the spat 
between those for and against the turn 
reflects competing appetites over which 
"vanguard" to tail. As thecounterresolu­
tion states: "the real targets of this 
polemic [against "Iifestylism") are the 
'consistent' feminists, nationalists and 
gay militants who are not awed by the 
union movemen~ for understandable 
and healthy reasons." The logic of the 
S W P's polyvanguardism-its support to 
feminism and black nationalism-was to 
adapt to the mOst backward aspects of 
the "my sector first" ideology, even when 
this brought the various "vanguards" 
into conflict. Thus, the SWP's latest 
adaptation to labor backwardness, in 
which special oppression is spat upon, is 
not surprising. 

SWP Rewrites History 
Having successfully beaten down 

sentiment within the SWP for work in 
the trade unionsduringtheearly I 970s­
at the time of the largest strike wave 
by U.S. workers since the post-WWII 
strikes-the SWP had some fancy 
footwork to do in order to push their 
industrialization policy now. Enter S W P 
hack Fred Feldman, author of the 
opening article in the March 1979. 
Education for Socialists, ,- Background 
to 'The Struggle for a Proletarian 
Party'." Grossly dishonest, Feldman's 
article equates the current SWP "turn" 
to industry with the policies of Cannon 
and Trotsky, falsifying as he goes the 
history of the 1940 fight with the 
Shachtman-Abern-Burnham petty­
bourgeois opposition. Feldman also 
omits any mention of the SWP's 
vigorous abstention from work in the 
trade unions in the last two decades and 
the political fights within the SWP 
which took up this question. 

With complete contempt lor the 
SWP's Trotskyist past, Feldman tries to 

continued on page II 



4 YOUNG SPARTACUS 

SYL Speaks Out As ... 

Racist Mobs Rampage 
in Boston 

In the last few months anti-busing 
racist violence in Boston has escalated 
to a point not seen since 1974. At that 
time the anti-busing school boycott, 
centered in South Boston, grew into 
city-wide organized lynch mob terror. 
Ku Klux Klan provocateurs were wildly 
cheered at rallies. Militantly racist 
groups like the paramilitary South 
Boston Marshalls and Louise Day 
Hicks' ROA R mushroomed in Boston's 
white enclaves. 

As a toolfor integration, busing has 
e.fTective(r been killed. "Liberal" politi­
cians and the courts-sensitive to the 
racist backlash-watered down even the 
partial desegration plan original(r 
developed which restricted busing to the 
most poverty-stricken ghettoes-black 
and white. When school opened this 
September the minimal busing that 
survives in Boston provoked an intensi­
fied racist onslaught. 

In the absence of an e.fTective labor / 
black mobilization and thanks to the 
bourgeois politicians andfake-Iefts who 
preached reliance on the cops, troops 
and courtsfor protection, Boston blacks 
have been lefi defenseless. White racist 
youth have for the last few weeks been 
boycotting classes, and while their 
parents organize anti-busing meetings, 
they rove downtown Boston in gangs, 
chasing blacks off Boston Common and 
attacking black delivery men infront of 
City Hall. On September 18 a bus 
carrying black students to South Boston 
High School was stoned by 15 masked 
white punks. This series of racist as­
saults reached its peak on September 28 
in Charlestown, when Darryl Williams, 
a black high schoolfootball player, was 
shot by three white youths claiming they 
were "on(~' shooting at pigeons. " Today 
Williams is paralyzed from the neck 
down while the three white youths are 
out on bail. 

In an interview this month on the 
"Spotlight" program of WTBU, a 
Boston University radio station, the 
S Y L put forward the strategy of a 
lahor / hlack defense. Reprinted helm\' 
are excerpts of the exchange hetween 
WTBU host Renee Marchande and 
S Y L spokesmen John Keller and Liisa 
McCormick. 
WTBU: Do you feel that racism has 
grown a bit more since the dreadful 
shooting of Darryl Williams, or, as the 

,mayor and everyone else is trying to say, 
that it was just a "lucky shot" and that he 
just happened to be in the way while 
many of us feel it was a racist attack. 
What does the S partacus Youth League 
say on that? 
Liisa: Well, we think that the shooting 
of Darryl Williams is really outrageous, 
particularly in light of the connection 
that is being made between the racist 
attacks on the schoolchildren and the 
South Boston Information Center, 
which is connected with the anti-busing 
people from back in '74, and the fact 
that the City Council recently almost 
gave $40,000 to this Information Center 
to be used for a summer youth camp for 
target practice, for this racist organiza­
tion. So we think that the fight against 
racism must be taken not within the City 
'Councihor any, ca.pi.talist,:go"~1ihment', 

\', 1)'.t.\:1 \. t-," ,)'\.\~\' .. ~'I....'~ 

but must be waged by workers and the 
black masses, they must defend 
themselves. 
John: There's obviously a connection 
between the racist mobilizations and the 
shooting of Darryl Williams. But what 
we have seen is, when school started, all 
the city officials were proclaiming how 
peaceful it started, but they completely 
ignored all the fights that were breaking 
out in the schools, incidents where gangs 
of masked white youths stoned a 
busload of black schoolchildren. Later 
on, you had a situation where the anti­
busing forces had meetings to organize a 
boycott of schools, and they met in 
gangs in downtown Boston to drive out 
blacks, So blacks are not even safe in the 
streets. And their rallying cry was 
"reverse racism," and it's very obvious 
that they have been mobilizing. Like the 
incident, for example, where a black 
woman had her car torched, the inci­
dents have continued. There is obvious­
ly a pattern to them. 
WTBU: Some people feel that there is 
outside influence, especially when, in all 
places, like East Boston, which had been 
the most silent place since court-ordered 
busing. Suddenly, that place has be­
come the boiling p')int. And some feel 
that there is an outside influence causing 
that. Do you feel that somebody might 
be pushing these kids, or do you feel that 
it's just the innermost hostility building 
up, especially after the shooting, which 
has now caused, maybe, just '8n over­
reaction to things, instead of being kind 
of rational? 
Liisa: I think that recently all the racist 
attacks that we've seen have shown that 
the racists and the fascists such as the 
Klan and the Nazis are very organized, 
and it's possible that they would go to 
other places and organize violence 
among children. But look at what 
happened in Greensboro yesterday, 
where the Klan just openly fired on this 
organization that was protesting racism. 
It's obvious that these racists mean 
business. And so it's very important that 
the labor movement and the masses of 
blacks are mobilized in defense squads 
to defend themselves. Because it has also 
been shown that the cops are going to 
protect the Nazis and Klan, such as in 
Dallas yesterday, where 300 cops came 
out to protect 50 Klansmen. 
WTBU: Do you feel that it would have 
been different had it happened outside 
the South, had it happened, let's say in 
Pennsylvania or New York,' and the 
Klan walked through and tried some­
thing like they did in Greensboro? What 
would you have thought the result 
would have been? 
John: One thing that is really apparent 
is that the racist mobilization is nation­
wide, that racism is not something just 
simply confined to the South, that you 
had situations, for example in Detroit, 
where you had two foremen coming into 
an auto factory dressed as KKK 
members-they were hooded-so it was 
a very provocative move by them. Last 
year, you had the Nazis organizing their 
headquarters in an area which included 
blacks and many auto workers. So these 
.racist forces are becpming much boider, 
I,; ,'j,!I"\',t ,I,. ~I\,!:;.)~LI~,'J 'J: '.' ;'.;,/l' ;" 
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White racists attack blacks at South Boston High. 

and the main question is, what is the 
strategy necessary to defeat them? . 

. WTBU: So it's all a non-violent type of 
rallying the masses of the average 
person to make them realize what is 
happening and that there are other ways 
to fight this other than going out and 
beating on each others' heads? 
Liisa: No, basically, what we say is that 
the workers and blacks must have 
defense guards. In the Minneapolis 
general strike, the then-Trotskyist So­
cialist Workers Party was organizing 
workers in flying squadrons which at 
one point met with a big group of cops, 
and the cops turned and retreated 
because they realized that they were 
outnumbered and tha,t's what )Ve want 
to see, we want to see the workers and 
blacks fighting racism, having the 
balance of forces, so they can win. We 
do not want just a small group substitut­
ing itself for the whole class, being 
smashed, such as this group yesterday. 
John: A lot of our work involves 
bringing this idea of labor / black defense 
to students, and we do have appetites for 
the labor movement to take up this call. 
We think that the major stumbling 
block to this is the lack of revolutionary 
perspective among those people who 
.want to oppose the racists. Forexample. 
in 1974-75, when there was all this 
opposition to busing, organizations on 
the left. liberals and black Democrats 
called on the government to protect the 
black schoolchildren-they called for 
federal troops. they called for more 
police protection. This is the same thing 
that they're calling for today. We think 
that this is the kind of policy that leads 
to the situations that we have today. The 
police stand on a certain side-the 
police are not a neutral body. This is the 
group -which is responsible for the 
murder of Fred Hampton and the Black 
Panther Party ten years ago. The police 
are the ones who carry out the systemat­
ic violence against black and minority 
communities. The police are the ones 
who go and try to break up the picket 
lines of the workers. They are the ones 
who arrested' the striking workers' at 
I\:~ ":/~I: .. ;t:~"I·~:·~ ~I'.·'l.: t::"~~ I._.I.~ /' 1"~'~j~J-~ 

Boston University. So there is a definite 
side there. Andc we areo'n-tl'teolfPosile 
side . 
WTBU: Do you feel that the police have 
a job, according to the first amendment. 
where people have the right to freedom 
of speech and all that, that maybe some 
of them might side with them, but still. 
it's their job to try to keep everything 
cool? 
Liisa: No. because the fact is. that all 
along. throughout the civil rights 
movement. the only time that federal 
troops came onto the scene was when 
blacks organized to defend themsalves. 
In Little Rock in 1957. the black leaders 
kept calling f-or troops to defend the 
blacks there. But they didn't come. and 
there were racist attacks there and 
killings. The only time they came was 
when the blacks started to organize into 
defense groups. So they're not there to 
defend blacks but to defend the racist 
status quo. That is their job as defenders 
of bourgeois law and order. 
WTBU: Before we go on any furthere on 
the racism issue, I'd like to know your 
opinions on tile firing or dismissal of the 

continued on page f() 
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Jim .Crow Ban Defeated 

Black Trotskyist Speaks to 
Pan Africanists 

CHICAGO-In 1966 when Stokely 
Carmichael was elected head of SNCC 
on a "black power" program he immedi­
ately became the most prominent 
militant nationalist in the country. A 
few years later. with his marriage to 
African folksinger Miriam Makeba. he 
became the very personification of black 
radical chic. What's Stokely Carmichael 
up to today'! He is now the central figure 
in the All-African People's Revolution­
ary Party (AAPRP). a small petty­
bourgeois organization of Pan­
Africanists. Since the AAPRP has 
endured for some time a rathers\agnant 
existence on the campuses. this virulent­
ly anti-white race-baiting outfit felt 
compelled to invite representatives of 
the "European" left to its recent confer­
ence on "The Historical Development of 
the Peoples' Freedom Movement" held 
at the (J niversity of Chicago October 
19-20. 

Despite the Stokelyites' efforts to 
build this pretentious academic sympo­
sium. the conference drew no more than 
60 participants at its height. Among the 
organizations that addressed the confer­
ence were the New American Movement 
(NAM). the Revolutionary Communist 
Party (Rep). the Eritrean People's 
Liberation Front and the Revolutionary 
Student Brigade (RSB). But only the 
Spartacist LeaguejSpartacus Youth 
League (SLjSYL) protested and defeat-

cd the race-color ban on speakers which 
stipulated that leftist organizatio'ns send 
only a white representative to speak. In 
rejecting this undemocratic and reac­
tionary proposal the S LjS Y L stated in 
a leaflet distributed to conference 
participants: 

"The proposal of the.AAPRP suggests 
that black men and women in a racially 
united communist organization are 
mere dupes, front men and unthinking 
automatons for white communists. Or 
perhaps the AAPRP believes that black 
commu.nists are too ignorant to repre­
sent in an articulate fashion the views of 
their organization, We reject the pro­
posal of the AAPRP outright and 

, defend the right of every member, black 
and white, of our organization to 
publicly defend the Trotskyist program 
of revolutionary internationalism." 

Due to the small turnout and the 
vigorous protest of the SLjSYL, the 
AAPRP backed down and rescinded its 
anti-communist "whites only" rule. 

The Class-Struggle Road to 
Black Freedom 

Amid some "oreo-baiting" by a 
couple of aging dashiki-clad national­
ists. Spartacist League Central Commit­
tee member Don Alexander put forth 
the SLjSYL's strategy for black libera­
tion. Alexander explained that the SL 
fights for revolutionary integrationisl/I,' 
seeking to combat capitalism's forced 
segregation of blacks at the lowest levels 

,,'~ , 
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SL spokesman Don Ale~ander: Socialist revolution, not Pan-Africanism, is 
the road to black liberation. 

of American society. Alexander pointed 
out that a real fight against black 
oppression must center on the proletari­
at, which uniquely has the social power 
to bring down the, racist capitalist 
system. Comrade Alexander pointed to 
concrete examples where racially united 
labor defeated racist attacks. Last 
month when two racist foremen at Ford 
Motor Company's giant River Rouge 
assembly plant outside Detroit donned 
KKK hoods as a "joke." militant black 
and white auto workers joined forces to 
drive them out of the plant. 

The SL speaker polemicized against 

Rutgers Blacks Protest 
Racist Attacks 

thc separatist ideology of the black 
nationalist movement of the I 960s 
which wrote off the working class, 
instead basing the struggle on the 
socially powerless ghetto. The experi­
ence of the Black Panthers illustrates the 
impossibility of building a black libera­
tion struggle independent of the rest of 
American society. Unable to take on the 
capitalist state alone, the Panthers were 
forced to oscillate between liberal 
appeals to the, establishment and 
adventurism-and neither tactic paid 
off. The "community control" politics of 
the Panthers (represented by the New­
ton wing of the party) led to administer­
ing poverty programs for the Democrat­
ic Party machine. The urban guerrilla 
component of the Panthers' strategy 
(thc Cleaver wing) also proved 
fruitless-the Panthers picked up the 
gun and were defeated by the vastly 
more powerful capitalist state. 

Thc AAPRP shares the despair of the 
possibility of an integrated struggle for 
black rights common to the nationalists, 
vet it utterly lacks the Panthers' mili­
tant appetite to dcfeat the racist Amcri­
can establishment. Thus the AAPRP 
rcfused to participate in the SYL­
initiated anti-Nazi protest held recently 
in San Francisco. While the Panthers 
did not have even the rudiments of a 
Leninist program or revolutionary 
proletarian perspective, we solidarized 
with their courageous opposition to the 
capitalist state. But we have nothing but 
contempt for the Stokelyites and their 
hot air. At the conference AAPRP 
spokesman Bobby Wright launched 
into an anti-Semitic, sexist diatribe 
worthy of an "All White Peoples' 
Socialist Party." Echoing the male 
chauvinism predominant in the black 
nationalist movement (captured in the 
Panther remark that "the only position 
for women in the movement is prone"), 
Wright sneered, "Two women can screw 
cach other but they can't reprod uce." 
Cavalierly mouthing off in favor of race 
war, Wright proclaimed, "( am a black 
socialist nationalist. Whites can be 
wiped off the face of the earth and ( 
would still be a socialist." Or later, "We 
owe a blood debt to European people, 
not pussy, not money, but a blood 
debt." Talk is cheap but real race war in 
this co.untry could only result in geno­
cidc for black people. 

With a militancy rarely secn since the 
days oil he a nt iwa I' movement. black and 
Spanish-speaking students at Rutgers 
llni\ersity in "lew Brunswick. New 
.Jersey arc enga!!ed in protest against 
campus racism. Organi/ed by the Black 
Student Congress and Blacks United to 
Sa\e Ihemselves (BUST). 500 black and 
Spanish-speaking students staged a 
militant mass protest October 24 to 
denounce "the racial injustices inllicted 
upon the black and Hispanic students 01 
this university" (Wack loice. 30 Octo­
ber). I wo similar protests held in the 
spring 01 last year attracted upwards 01 
I.()()O students each and resulted in the 
issuance 01 a "Minority Concerns Re­
port" by the Rutgers administration 
\\ hich black student leaders IUl\echanlL"­
teri/ed as "totally inadequate." 

Rutgers is a public university in a state 
\\ hose population is 20 percent black. 
Yet blacks comprise only 12 percent 01 
Rutgers' 35.000 undergrad uate studenh. 
Many 01 them arc enrolled on the 
li\i ngston campus. which also has lllallY 
Spanish-speaking students. Ihe so­
called Scholastic Aptitude lest (SA I), a 
standardi/ed e\amination gi\en to high 
school seniors across the country as a 
criterion lor admission to college. has 
heen ta rgeted as one ca use lor the 

,e\elusiol1 olhlacb Irolll Rutgers. loth\..' 
·c.\ f0"tfC1 flflT -t1ie-;';7\'- -rareHs ~rcrl r-;ilid 
necessary \erbal and mathematical 

skills. rather than simply white middle­
class culture (like the infamous "IQ" 
tests). it stands as an indictment of the 
racist. class-biased U.S. educational 
syslcm. Moreover. blacks who do 
manage to get into Rutgers find them­
sehes confronted with a pattern of 
institutional racism that leads many of 
them to L1ui!. In 11)75.400 black students 
were enrolled in Rutgers College's 
I reshman class and in 11}79, only 35 of the 
original 400 graduated (/.iI'illg,I/OII 
\/ec/iuJI/. I X September). Many are 
lorced to leave as a result of the school's 
e\er-escalating tuition and fees. 

Black students and campus workers 
complain 01 harassment by university 
personnel. particularly campus cops 
"harassing us and asking for our II)'sjust 
oecause we're hlack" (Rwgers Farglllll. 
I X September). I n response the adminis­
tration has instituted "sensitivity train­
ingcou rses" for these thugs in blue. Black 
student outrage hasalsoeruptedO\erthe 
case of highly popular black hasketball 

, player Rodney Duncan. who was forced 
to L1uit the team under pressure lrom 
head coach 10m Youngin.fanuary 11}71}. 
Young's allegation that Duncan did not 
cooperate with other memhers 01 the 
team is widely \iewed asa racist's pretext 
lor loreing a talented black athlete out of 
,co III pe,tjtiSll1· , l,hS rre\,~lcn.ce flrn,l,ci~n.l a.l 
',{ uigci's 'is'als;) 'hcltfto'he rc'sp(insible t'or 
the exodus of hlack faculty from the 

university over the past three years. 
(liven an educational system that 

confines most blacks and other minori­
tics to inferior schools. simply mod ifying 
or eliminating the SAT is not enough. 
Ihis is why the Spartacus Youth League 
lights for opell admissiolls. I n addition 
we propose remedial educaliolllll pro­
grams for students who have been 
deprived of a decent cd ucation hy the 
racist puhlic school system. Everyone 
who wants an education should get one. 
and students shouldn't have to ekc out a 
subsistence at some low-payingjoh while 
they arc trying to learn-!Vo luilioll.' For 
ajitflli I 'illg .\/ il'elld prOl'icled hI' I he ,1{(lIe.' 
Campus cops or any cops cannot he 
"trained" to be "sensitive" to hlacks or 
any oppressed group: their function is to 
maintain the status quo-CO!),I ofT 
ClIIII!N/,I,' An administration which per­
petuates and apologi/es for racism 
should h~ abolished-For ,1/1/(/1'111/ 

II 'or!, er/lacu/tr colli rol o(!he ullil'er.lilr.' 
Ihe racist ahuse at Rutgers is not 
isolated: it is hut one aspect 01 a growing 
and often violent wave of racist attacks 
which increase as the capitalist system 
plunges further into the abyss 01 decay 
and reaction. Ihis is why the Spartacus 
Youth I.eague fights for quality educa­
tion for all as part of our broaderstruggle 
to overthrow the capitalist system and 

.n;p.!f~~\? .i! with, ',I" ~(uJ~~'~ . .\!-n"iSI;I1,IllCPI 
l'ommitted to eradicating all forms of 
e\ pl()itation apd. (Jppression .• 

The Myth of African Socialism 

That the Stokelyites can so flippantly 
toy with race war in America reflects the 
Jact, ~tha:ti ~ey. 'n:ject.,,\uy, sQlutiondo 

cOl1linued 011 page II 
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Ann Arbor 
ANN ARBOR-One hundred protesters rallied at the 
University of Michigan diag November 7 in response 
to the SYL's call for a campus-wide protest of the 
North Carolina Klan killings. Small contingents from 
Youth Against War and Fascism (Y A WF) and from 
the miniscule Revolutionary Workers Group partici­
pated as well. The demonstration received coverage in 
the Ann Arbor News and the university student 
government (Michigan Student Assembly) passed a 
motion in favor of the SYL's call for mass labor/black 
action across America to smash the Klan and Nazis 
(see motion reprinted this page). 

Among the speakers at the rally were members of the 
United Auto Workers union who described their 
efforts to drive two KKK-hooded foremen from the 
River Rouge Ford plant and announced plans for the 
November 10 anti-Klan rally in Detroit. Matt Prince, a 
militant from UA W Local 600'at the Rouge plant in 
Dearborn, recounted the anti-Klan victory: 

"About three weeks ago two foremen thought it would 
be a big joke to put on a white hat with the letters KKK 
on it and parade up and down the trim line. In response 
to this six workers walked -off the line in protest with at 
least one going straight to Labor Relations immediately, 
since he was quite familiar with the Klan; his brother 
was killed by the Klan down south and he knew what 
these hoods represented. So after the walkout, which 
lasted about 15-20 minutes, Ford Motor Company got 
the foremen to take the hoods off and began threatening 
discipline against the workers .... Militants in the plant 
very quickly got a petition together and within 48 hours 
got over 1,000 signatures demanding that the two 
foremen be fired and that no disciplinary actions be 
taken against the workers that protested this outrageous 
provocation. Now what happened is that the two 
foremen were removed from the plant. However, they 
were not fired and they were not driven from the auto 
industry. They were transferred to another plant. We are 
pursuing that because we want the unions in those plants 
to get those guys kicked out of the factories. They have 
no place in the industry." 

Presenting a sorry picture of sectarian abstention 
from the anti-Klan protest were the Revolutionary 
Communist Youth Brigade (RCYB) and the Young 
Socialist Alliance (YSA), both of which milled around 
the sidelines, refusing to join the rally. The opportun­
ism of the RCYB has led the organization through wild 
gyrations. I n Boston in 1974-75 it led them to bloc with 
the anti-busing racists. At the outset of the violent 
racist mobilizations Revplution, the paper of the 
RCYB's parent organization, trumpeted the infamous 
banner headline "People Must Unite to Smash the 
Busing Plan." At the Ann Arbor anti-Klan rally their 
sectarianism got the better of them and they stood on 
the fringes of the demonstration shuffling their feet. 
But not wanting to miss out on the action altogether a 
small band of supporters of the RCYB/RCP showed 
up to leech off the recent "Trotskyite"-organized 
demonstration against Klan terror in downtown 
Detroit which drew hundreds of blacks, autoworkers 
and socialist militants. The ACLU "socialists" of the 
YSA, which defends democratic "rights" of fascists to 
organize, preferred to boycott the protest rather than 
plead the case for the Klan's "civil liberties" in front of 
100 outraged and predominantly black students. 

The Greensboro murders prove once again that the 
Klan and the Nazis are race-hating, right-wing 
paramilitary organizations mobilized for action. 
Bleeding-heart appeals for the "rights" of these fascist 
scum to a platform are suicidal: the KKK and Nazis are 
not in business to "discuss" their program of genocide 
and terror. When they speak it is to organize the next 
lynching, the next firebombing, the next Greensboro. 

The YSA also opposes the strategy put forward by 
rally participants to deal with racist terror: the fight for 
a labor/black mobilization. When anti-busing mobs 
were stoning schoolbuses filled with black children the 
YSA pleaded for "police protection" and called for 
federal troops to be sent to Boston to "defend" black 
people. Brian Mendis, black UAW memberwhospoke 
at the rally, condemned such illusions in the capitalist 
state: 

- ..... Right here in Romulus, Michigan, where you had a 
black family moving in ... what happened? The racist 
nightriders were coming around bombing his house, 
trying to set fire to his house, and what did he do'! He 
gets out his shotgun one night and shoots one of them; 
he shoots one of those racists who's leaning out of the 
back of a pickup truck and throwing a firebomb out. He 
shoots him and what do the cops do? The cops come and 
they arrest this black man for defending his family and 
for defending his house. That's what they did. That's 
what the cops are all about in this society. The cops are 
not going to protect minorities-that's why the SYL 
thinks that it's necessary to organize a labor/black 
mobilization against the Klan." 

A planning meetmg to discuss building support for 
'the anti-Klan rally in Detroit was held -following the 
, rally. The protesters sent a telegram to U A W Local 600 
executive board (printed in this issue) signed by several 
U of M student and minority organizations urging the 
union to take the lead in calling for mass labor/black 
mobilizations to smash the Klan and the Nazis,. 
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TELEGRAM TO UAW LOCAL 600 
FOR MASS LABOR/BLACK MOBILIZATION 

TO SMASH THE KLAN AND NAZIS 
The racist vermin of the Ku Klux Klan murdered 

five anti-Klan demonstrators, and wounded ten others 
in Greensboro, North Carolina on Saturday, Novem­
ber 3. Klan night-riding, cross burnings, bombing and 
murder are part of the heritage of racist, capitalist 
America. But an armed, murderous assault by these 
terrorists in broad daylight on a public demonstration 
is unprecedented. These attacks must not go unan­
swered! The following isa telegram sent to UA W Local 
600 from University of Michigan groups: 

We hail the Rouge workers' victory in ,driving 
the two KKK hooded foremen out of the 
Dearborn Assembly Plant. A large successful 
demonstration, initiated by the Spartacus Youth 
League, against Klan terror, was held in Ann 
Arbor today, November 7. The demonstration was 
in response to the murder of the 5 anti-K K K 
demonstrators in Greensboro, N.C. on Saturday, 
November 3. 

We recognize that it is only mass action on the 
part of the labor movement and black organiza­
tions that can stop Klan terror. 

The KKK has threatened that it will march in 
downtown Detroit, Friday, November 9 at I p.m. 
This is an outrage and deserves to be met by mass 
action. 

We the undersigned organizations urge the 
U A W Local 600 to take the lead to call for mass 
labor/black mobilizations to smash the Klan and 
Nazis. 

We commit ourselves and organizations to build 
support for the rally and bring contingents of 
students to demonstrate against Klan terror in 
Detroit. 

ENDORSED BY: 

Black Student Union 
Black Dental Students 
Larry B. Thompson 
Minority Peer Advocate of Alice Lloyd Hall/ 

Pilot Program U. of M. 
Anthony T. Chambers, President, 

Alice Lloyd Minority Council 
Richard D. Garland, Black Representative of 

Minority Student Services* 
Margarita Torres, Hispanic Representative of 

Minority Student Services* 
Dorothy Goeman, Native American 

Student Association* 
Patricia Yeghessian, Teaching Assistant, U. of M. 
Carol A. Cassidy, Librarian, U. of M. 
Jack Hall, Michigan Student -

Assembly Representative* 
Carol Brown, Vice President, Tenants Union 
Joseph Z. Graves, Department of Ecology and 

Evolution, U. of M. 
Spartacus Youth League 

*For identification purposes only. 

Berkeley 
BERKELEY-Gathering at University of California's 
Sproul Plaza to hear SYL spokesmen and trade 
unionists present a strategy of labor/black mobiliza­
tions across America to smash the Nazis and the Klan, 
some 200 students rallied here on November 6. Before 
the rally could begin, however, participants were 
subjected to a disruption by CWP supporters, intent 
on launching a physical attack on SYLers and 
supporters. Although the rally was held to protest the 
Klan massacre of their comrades, these crazed Maoists 
decided to try to break it up! After heated argument, 
they began a brawl with SYL supporters. (One of our 
comrades was bitten by a particularly rabid CWPer!) 
The CWP attack was quickly repelled and the rally 
proceeded. In language appropriate to a deranged 
four-year-old a CWP spokesman pouted, "These 
Trotskyite scum want to pimp off this" (Dai~1' 
Cal(fornian, 7 Nc"vember). 

As SYL supporters at the rally pointed out, the 
Greensboro Klan murders represent an attack on the 
entire workers movement. Left unanswered, this 
brazen act of colJJ-blooded murder would give the 
fascist filth a signal to escalate their actions from New 
Jersey to California. The KKK went gunning for the 
CWP in Greensboro because they happened to be the 
visible, integrated left group of labor organizers and 
anti-racist militants in town. The Klan's vicious assault 
could have just as easily been directed at any pro­
union, anti-racist or self-proclaimed revolutionary 
organization. For this reason, 500-predominately 
black and working class-rallied in Detroit November 
10 against renewed Klan activity there as well as in 
outrage over the Greensboro killings. While 200 
students remained to participate in the SYL-initiated 

The massacre of jive anti-Klan protesters in 
Greensboro. North Carolina was an unprecedented act 
or KK K terror and must not go unanswered! This is the 
first time that these fascist scum appeared in bro({d 
daylight to pump a barrage of bullets into a public 
ral(l'. As soon as word of the brutal Klan killings 
reached us. the Spartacus Youth League issued a 
statement of protest and took the lead in organizing 
demonstrations on campuses across the country. 
Hundreds or students. black and white. turned out 
from Berkeley to Ann Arbor to the University or 
Chicago to raise their voices against the hooded racist 
murderers. 

cncouraged by their "victory" at Greensboro, racist 
forces are now rearing their ug~l' heads ever more 
hold~l': cross hurnings have been reported in New York 
and Los Angeles and the Klan is planning marches in 
several parts of California. The S Y L is aware that the 
guns of the Klan are trained on every black person. 
union organizer and lejiist in the country. The 
Communist Workers Party(CWP-:former~1' Workers 
Viewpoint Organization) whose members were shot to 
death in Greensboro, however-farfrom realizing the 
nec'essity for massive anti-Klan mobilizations­
responded to several of the protest rallies with 
criminal, peltl' sectarianism and rabidll' hostile 
attempts to break them up! The CWPwas un~uccessful 
in the,\'e wrecking actions and the protests occurred as 
planned. We reprint below highlights of the campus 
demonstrations. 

rally, the CWPers crept off to another part of the 
campus to hold their "own" protest with 15 people. 

As the rally got underway, Stan Gow, a 
longshoreman on the Executive Board of Local 10 and 
member of the Militant Caucus of the I L WU, pointed 
out the key role of the labor movement in the defeat of 
fascist movements. Gow explained, " ... it's up to the 
labor movement and it's up to the left-wing students to 
get together and to stop them." The California labor 
movement should not forget that the KKK played a 
prominent role in the growers' violent attempts to 
break the militant farm workers strike last year. With 
threats of Klan mobilizations in Fresno and the recent 
Nazi rally in Walnut Creek, California-now is the 
time for a labor-centered mobilization to crush the 
fascists' movement in the egg. 

SYL spokesman Lonnie Grey took the mike to 
explain the importance of our slogan "U phold the right 
of armed self-defense" and contrast it to the liberals' 
policy of gun control which leaves unarmed blacks and 
workers at the mercy of the well-armed fascists: 

"In North Carolina, there is more thanjust a tradition of 
racist terror by the Ku Klux Klan. North Carolina is also 
the home of Robert F. Williams, who in 1957 was the 
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first to organize black self-defense in Monroe, Nortn 
Carolina. He organized an armed black group to go out 
and defend the community, to defend a black doctor's 
house that was under attack by the Ku Klux Klan. And 
this ended up running the Klan {)ut of Monroe-they 
have not been able to mobilize! When you show you 
have militant self-defense-militant armed self­
defense-then the Klan wiII not rise up. But this militant 
self-defense must be taken one step further and linked to 
the labor movement, which has the power to haIt the 
forces of p.roduction, the power to change the world!". 

Chicago 
CHICAGO-At the University of Chicago on Tues­
day, November 6, 40-50 people demonstrated and 
heard speakers from several left groups and unions, 
including the Spartacist League/Spartacus Youth 
League, the Communist Workers Party (CWP), the 
Trade Union Action League (TUAL), the Committee 
to Form a U.S.-Albania Friendship Assodation, the 
U of (' Progressive Student Union, the I.iberation 
League (Black organization of the Communist Party 
USA-Marxist Leninist [CPUSA-ML]), Operation 
PUSH. Amalgamated Transit Union Local 241 and 
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United Steelworkers of America (USWA) Locals 65 
and 10 10. The Revolutionary Communist Youth 
Brigade (RCYB) showed up, originally intending to 
speak, but they backed out and slunk to the sidelines. 
Conforming to their pattern of frenzied attacks around 
the country, the CWP attempted to obstruct the rally. 

The demonstration received coverage in the Chicago 
Tribune, the Chicago Defender and the UC Chicago 
Maroon. 

Rena Delano, a member of Amalgamated 
Transit Local 241, related how the racist climate that 
has fostered the rise orfascist activity affects the lives of 
the men and women in her union. Both black and white 
workers have refused to drive the 79th Street bus past 
Western Avenue into Marquette Park ~scene of Na7.i 
demonstrations) in protest of the haras.sment of bus 
drivers there. Delano raised a motion in her union 
meeting that Local 241 immediatelY call on the 
Chicago Federation of Labor to organize a mass 
labor/black demonstration in downtown Chicago to 
protest the Greensboro Klan murders. While ruled out 
of order, her proposal pointed the way forward for 
workers and the oppressed who must rely on their own 
strength to crush the fascist threat. 

A representative of the Chicago black establishment 
addressed the rally: Nathaniel Clay, director of 
communications for Operation PUSH, read a press 
release from PUSH leader Jesse Jackson. While 
expressing outrage at the Klan murders, PUSH raised 
the timeworn and impotent liberal call for Congress to 
investigate the Klan and suggested that the FBI use its 
methods of surveillance to prevent the Klan from 
repeating such acts of criminal terror. However, the 
best example of the FBI's "surveillance" of fascist 
organizations is the case of Gary Rowe-an FBI 
infiltrator in the KKK who assisted in the murder of 
civil rights activist Viola Liuzzo. 

Liberation League representative Lee RQse stated 
that the Klan should not have the right to "spew their 
racist, fascist filth" and called for the right of armed 
self-defense for the working class and minorities. There 
is a contradiction between these militant positi6ns, 
however, and the demand raised in the CPUSA-ML's 
leaflet to outla ..... the Klan and Nazis, prohibiting them 
from using public parks and buildings. This demand 
does not differ significantly from Jackson's appeals to 
Congress. Marxists oppose calls on the capitalist state 
to ban the fascists: in the first place, the capitalist 
government Illore onen than-not uses"~nti-eJl.tremist" 
raws against the leli. More Importantly, the capitalist' 
rulers cannot be relied on to deal with the fascist gangs. 
In times of social crisis the bourgeoisie is willing to use 
a fascist paramilitary movement to curb or crush the 
working class. The frequent overlap between the 
membership of the Klan and the cops reflects the true 
nature of the bourgeois state as "legalized" racist 
terror. 

Speaking for the SL, Tweet Carter pointed out that 
the evident collusion between the Greensboro cops and 
the KKK killers is the norm in Klan-infested areas. 
Reared in a small Southern town herself. Carter 
explained: "The cops go home at night, take off their 
blue uniforms arid put on white sheets." Only the 
independent mobilization of organized labor in 
alliance with the black community can stop the fascist 
threat dead in its tracks .• 

Cleveland 
CLEVE LAN D-'rhirty-five spirited picketers, black 
and white, rallied to the SYL's call to protest the 
Greensboro massacre at Cleveland State University 
(CSU) November H. At one point, over 100 watched 
the demonstration and listened to speakers from the 
Spartacist League/SYL. The demonstration was 
significant in racially polarized Cleveland, the scene of 
many- right-wing, racist attacks on black rights. Not 
only the campus pn;ss, but the major bourgeois daily­
the . C/('I'('lal1d Plaill Dealer-as well as several 
television stations and the black radio station W A8Q 
were on hand for the rally. 

The vicious KKK attack in North Carolina is no 
abstract matter to many CSU students. Last summer a 
black family who had recently moved into the white 
Garfield Heights neighborhood were the victims of 
firebombing. In October, black students bused into 
white west side public schools were attacked'by racists 
at random and a KKK-style cross burning took place 
at John Marshall High school. In neighboring 
Columbus. Ohio, the American White Nationalist 
Party plotted to bomb an integrated elementary 
school. The Klan is known to be active in the large 
Brookpark Ford plant and the Nazi United White 
Pcople's Party has openly mobililcd against the 
Cleveland busing plan. These Nazi swine still maintain 
a "bookstore" in the heavily Hispanic near west side of 
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the city-a continuing threat to trade unionists, blacks, 
Jews and other minorities. 

The SYL speakers called for the powerful Cleveland 
labor movemenf to throw its weight behind the fight 
against the terrorist attacks on blacks that have swept -
the city: for a labor/black mobilization against the 
Nazis and the Klan!. 

Los Angeles 
LOS ANGELES-Over 80 people gathered in Bruin 
Walk at UCLA November 7 to listen to speeches by 
supporters of the SL/SYL protesting the bloody Klan 
assault in Greensboro. Joining the picket line were two 
supporters of the Revolutionary Communist Youth 
8rigade (RCYB). Two members of the CWP showed 
up at the rally looking for trouble but were unable to 
disrupt the anti-Klan protest. 

SY L spokesman Jose Silva addressed the protesters, 
warning that fascist activity is not restricted to 
Southern night-riders: 

"The reactionary offensive against the working class, 
minorities and women has created a political climate 
that allows the fascist gangs to take center stage. They 
are marching, holding rallies and seeking respectability. 
This past Saturday the Klan marched in Dallas for the 
first time in 60 years. Several weeks ago the Nazis held a 
rally in Walnut Creek. And this week a cross was burned 
on the lawn of a Jewish lawyer's home in North 
Hollywood. The Klan has announced that it will stage a 
march in Fresno this weekend. In all their provocative 
marches and rallies, the fascist scum have been 
protected by armies of cops in full riot gear. In 
Greensboro, the cops arrived moments after the bloody 
assault-and proceeded to arrest the demonstrators! 
We demand that the charges against the anti-Klan 
protesters be dropped!" 

About 75 students remained after the conclusion of 
the ralty to engage in a heated debate over the question 
of "free speech" for the fascist scum. SYL members 
pointed out that the "program" of groups like the Nazis 
and KKK is murder and genocide, that they are 
organized for a('tioll, not an exchange of ideas. The 
fascists score their "debating points" with clubs, the 
lynch rope and bullets. A number of students, 
following this open-air debate, attended the SYL's 
forum, "What Is Fascism and How to Fight It," held 
that afternoon. On November 16, the UCLA SYL will 
be showing the film Night allcl Fog-a graphic account 
of the Nazi'concentration camps and dramatic rebuttal 
to those who would extend this racist filth the right to 
organile .• 

San Francisco 
SAN FRANCISCO-The 150 protesters who turned 
out for the SYL-called anti-Klan demonstration here 
on November 7 received a crash course in the 
difference between proletarian and pacifist methods of 
fighting fascism. The rally was addressed by speakers 
from the SYL, La Ra7.a Unida Party (LRUP) and 
trade unionists from the Communications Workers of 
America, the I nternational Longshoremen's and Ware­
housemen's Union (lL WU) and the United Steelwork­
ers of America. During the speeches a debate broke out 
bet ween L R UPstate representative Tony Gonzales 
and Bob Mandel. an executive board member of 
I LWU Local 6 and a member of the Militant Caucus, a 
class-struggle opposition politically supported by the 
SL Should workers and the oppressed rely on their 
own strength and organization, including the right to 
armed self-defense, or use "non-violent" protest 
instead? 

Gonzales laid out th'e LR U P strategy: "We're into 
non-violent movements, we are into political move­
ments, and it's hard to stay in line when situations like 
this occur. But two wrongs don't make a right." The 
Klan has announced plans to march in Fresno County 
November II and to stage a cross burning in Madiera 
on November 25. About this bra7.enly racist provoca­
tion against the Chicano and black popUlation, 
Gonzales had this to say: "I don't know what your 
feelings are about these types of activities. But on 
behalf of the Partido La Raza U nida we say to hold the 
lines and continue in a non-violent fashion." 

Responding to such suicidal "turn-the-other-cheek" 
pacifism, Mandel counterposed the necessity for labor 
and the oppressed to take militant action in their 
defense: 

"As far as non-violence and its effectiveness, tell it to the 
millions of Vietnamese who were bombed with napalm 
that they should have been non-violent against U.S. 
imperiahsm .... Tell it to the 25,()()() workers in Chile 
who were executed by the junta and the army because 
their leadership misled them into believing that they 

cOlllillued 011 page 10 



.' 

8 

Smash the 
Klan ... 
(continuedfrom page /) 
Democratic mayor and the demonstra­
tion organizers. Initially the Detroit 
press blacked out any mention of the 
rally. On Thursday, November S, I.J PI 
reported that mayoral aide James 
Graham had quoted Young as saying 
people who rally without a permit will 
be arrested. The next afternoon a 
delegation of protesters confronted the 
mayor's mouthpiece and vowed, "We 
will march," permit or no permit. 

That same afternoon demonstration 
organizers fired off telegrams asking for 
U.S. Justice Department observers in 
view of this violation of their civil rights, 
and went to federal court seeking an 
injunction to restrain city officials from 
denying them the right to peaceably 
assemble. As thousands of leaflets 
announcing the rally hit the streets, 
telegrams from prominent individuals 
across the country came pouring in to 
the offices of Detroit city officials and 
the federal government, protesting 
Young's attempt to prohibit the rally 
and threat to arrest any demonstrators. 
Friday evening the Civil Rights Division 
agreed to send observers and the city 
capitulated, agreeing before Federal 
Judge Feiken that there would be no 
arrests. 

At the rally Frank Hicks, a skilled 
tradesman at Ford's River Rouge and a 
spokesman for the protest organizers, 
described the confrontation in the 
mayor's office: 

"We went with a delegation to the city 
council building yesterday and talked to 
Mayor Young's mouthpiece, Jim Gra­
ham. He said the mayor has a policy. 
And that policy was· that the KKK 
killers and the people that want to 
protest against the Kllm would be 
treated the same in this city. The mayor 
said we would be arrested if we 
demonstrated here today, and we said if 
you do that you're going to pay .... We 
told the mayor that if he arrested five 
hundred, a thousand who wanted to 
rally against the Klan in this city, then 
go ahead but he could kiss off ever being 
elected again in this city ... and he 
backed down.. .. It was the auto 
workers' response in this city that forced 
Mayor Young to back down, not the 
courts, not the constitution, it was you 
that forced the mayor to back down." 

The rally, organized in less than three 
days' time, was met with enthusiastic 
support in the plants and the neighbor­
hoods of Detroit. 85,000 leaflets were 
distributed at factories, shopping cen­
ters, bus stops and bars in the city. 

Silent' as the 
Graves 

by Alexander Cockburn 

Sound trucks announcing the rally 
combed through the streets. At Cadillac 
Assembly on Detroit's west side, a 
worker leaned out a plant emergency 
exit and asked for leaflets saying, "Givf: 
me more. Give me more. I'm going to 
give them to everyone I know." At the 
bus depots drivers snatched piles of 
leaflets to hand out to their passengers. 
Young people at area supermarkets and 
hospitals clamored for leaflets to take 
back to their neighborhoods. In Cadil­
lac Square, downtown Detroit, black 
youth grabbed stacks of leaflets and 
started handing them out to people 
getting off the buses. 

On Saturday, the rally opened with a 
speech by Hicks, one of several mem­
bers of United Auto Workers Local 600 
.vho organized a petition drive, last· 
month that succeeded in driving out of 
the Rouge plant two foremen who had 
paraded inside the factory in KK K garb. 
M ore than 1,000 workers signed a 
demand that the foremen who commit­
ted this racist provocation be fired. 
Hicks recounted the story of that 
victory. 

The U A W officialdom refused to 
mobilize the union to stop the Klan. On 
Wednesday the Local 600 executive 
board rejected the demand for a 
Saturday demonstration. Instead, the 
bureaucracy sent a letter to Carter to 
protest against all violence against 
Americans of any creed or color! Hicks 
lambasted the do-nothing union tops: 

"Why aren't there 20,000, 30,000 auto 
workers, phone workers, teamsters out 
at this rally? How come these racist 
scum in the Klan can even think about 
showing up in a town that's a black and 
labor city?.. It's because the union 
officials sat on their ass rather than 
mobilize against the Klan terror in· 
Detroit." 

Hicks denounced those who defend 
the right of free speech for fascists and 
counsel the masses to rely on the cops, 
courts and troops to defend them 
against racist reaction:,., 

~Bl'others 'and sisters, the Nazis and (he lt; 
Klan mean business, against working 
people, against blacks, against leftists, 
against anybody who struggles against 
this racist system the bosses have .... We 
better in the labor movement, in the 
black community be ready to stop 
them. . .. Some liberals have told me, 
'Well, the fascists, they have under the 
constitution the right to free speech.' 
This is a giant lie. They're not a 
discussion club; they're terrorists out to 
murder us. They act in the night. ... The 
same liberals, the ones who think these 
killers have free speech will also tell you 
that you should rely on the government 
to protect your rights.... But that's 
where the run-around starts. The 
government won't do anything until the 

The murder of five communist Union, and another. Cesar Cauce, was 
demonstrators by Klan and Nazi trying to organize Duke Medical 
gangsters has been greeted circum- Center workers into the Federation of 
spectly by what passes for the Ameri- State. County and Municipal Employ­
can left. Though the spectacle of ees at the time of his murder. Their 
fascism running wild ought to evoke political views were antagonistic to 
unhappy memories among liberals, those of the unions' leaders-who 
most remain unseen and unheard. incidentally call themselves 
They are content to let consensus socialists-which may be why the 
reign. in this case the notion (suggest- labor statesmen haven't bothered to 
ed by Anthony Lewis in a disgraceful excoriate the killers or those who let 
column) that the Communist Workers the slaughter be done. l 

Party brought the hail of bullets down Dignity would at least have required 
upon itself by its "provocative" behav-, labor and its liberal allies to issue some 
iour. This leads to a gruesome state of proclamation of grief, some demand 
affairs: the Times mildly chastises the for justice if not revenge. Courage 
Greensboro police for lack af vigi- would demand issuance of a call for 
lance, while those same cops whisper anti-fascist demonstrations in every 
that the commies really fired the first major city-like the one sponsored by 
shot. hentual acquittal of the guilty the Spartacists in Detroit. But our 
men seems likely, which will naturally liberals are too busy with Teddy. and 
encourage other white supremacist labor is getting ready to elevate tane 
murderers. cross-burners and their Kirkland as Meany's successor. Ac­
kind. - tion against native fascism is left in the 
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"Klan won't ride in the Motor City." 

Klan has murdered and bombed. It's 
like the police in Greensboro who told 
demonstrators they couldn't interfere 
with the Klansmen's so-called rights, 
~usetbe, Klil~ hadn't broken any 
laws. The Kllm hadn't broken any laws 
until five brothers and sisters lay dead in 
the street. After you're murdered the 
government will defend your civil 
rights. Thanks a lot, we don't need it." 

Bill Hampton later echoed the same 
sentiments about the "rights" of the 
Klan: 

"How can they come in the black 
community and tell you give them 
freedom of speech? In the '60s they 
didn't give our black leaders the 
freedom of speech. So how can we say 
we're going to give the Ku Klux Klan, 
who's against us all, who ride in the 
night, who do the same things these 
days only in a more sophisticated way, 

, that right? .. Let's wipe away the Klan 
once and for all." 

The 500-strong rally was a victory for 
all those who deeply want to smash the 
KKK. The demonstration showed that 
it can be done, even though it was a long 
way from the mobilization of tens of 
thousands which is urgently needed. 
Hicks insisted that only mass actions by 
the labor movement and blacks could 
stop the Klan: 

"There are some people in the left and 
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labor movement who think that a 
handful of individuals can substitute for 
the labor movement. That a handful of 
people can take the place of militant 
struggles on the part of auto workers 
and others .... They usually end up in 
some type of confrontation when the 
leftists are outnumbered by the police 
and not a blow is struck against the 
fascists .... There is no substitute for the 
labor movement mobilizing by the tens 
of thousands to stop the Klan." 

Don Alexander, speaking for the 
. executive committee of the Detroit 

Spartacist League, pointed to the need 
for a complete break with the capitalist 
parties: 

"So it ought to be ABC. We say the 
bosses' political parties, the Democrats 
and the RepUblicans, can't defend the 
working people. We need a workers 
party.- Pretty simple, but it sounds like 
heresy in this town where people tell us 
to vote for "progressive" Democrats 
like Coleman Young, Ken Cockerel and 
the rest. 
"This is a racist country. There's never 
going to be any change in America, any 
revolutionary change, that does not 
deal with this fundamental fact. That is 
the bottom line of Greensboro. The 
KKK shoots down their enemies in the 
clear light of day like they were going on 
a deer hunt. And their enemies are the 
blacks, the "commies," the labor organ­
izers who fight for black rights. Their 

Detroit Area SYL Forums 

"Detroit is a Labor/Black Town!" 

Fight Klan Terror! 
Ann Arbor 
November 22 

Guest Speaker: 
FRANK HICKS 
Member UAW Local 600 

Speaker: 
TOPAZ DUBOIS 
SYL National Committee 

University of Michigan 
12 Noon 

Oakland University 
November 29 
Guest Speaker: . 

CHARLES DUBOIS 
Member UAW Local 600 

Oakland Center 
12 Noon 
Room Gold C 
Sponsored by Friends of Hie SYL 
For information: (313) 868-9095 

Come hear the organizers of the 
November 10 Detroit anti-Nazi 

Four of those killed were union hands of the Trotskyists and other 
activists. Three had organized workers sectarians. who at least can under­
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enemy is U.I'. But the so-called blaek 
leadership has nothing to say to blacks 
here in the United States. They're busy 
singing pacifist songs and urging every­
one to forget ab'out the Klan. They'll 
lead us to the courts, just like they led 
the civil rights struggle to the courts and 
the Democrats. Well, now we have it. 
The Klan rides over our land, where the 
civil rights struggle was defeated in 
every way. from busing to jobs." 

lopal DuHois. speaking for the 
Spartacus Youth League. portrayed 
how Carter's America holds no future 
for olack youth: 

"Jimmy Carter says there's something 
wrong with Americans. He says we 
don't believe in the future anymore. He 
worries that Americans don't have any 
money in their savings accounts. Well. 
black youths don't have savings; well, 
black youths don't have jobs;_ well. 
black youths don't have a future under 
this system. So there's nothing wrong 
with U.I'. There's something wrong with 
Jimmy Carter. So it is easy to believe in 
a future, a future without~Jimmy 
Carter, a future without the capitalist 
class, and we stand for that future." 

Ihe Spartacus Youth League has 
oeen in the forefront of the fight against 
racist attacks on campuses across the 
country. As ropaz pointed out: 

"The Spartacus Youth League has been 
building demonstrations on the cam­
puses against the Klan. But we know 
that the labor movement must mobilize 
to smash the Klan. We called on the 
labor movement to build this demon­
stration; yet students have a role to play 
and have played that role in building for 
this demonstration. Now, the issue of 
busing in this country: we say that there 
must be more black students in those 
schools. We don't want to stay in those 
black ghetto schools. There's no educa­
tion there. There's nothing for our 
minds in those schools. This racist. 
class-biased system prevents us from 
attaining quality education. It's the 
liberals, like Kennedy, like Carter and 
these other Democrats, that have killed 
busing. They said "yes" to racism, to 
Jim Crow. We demand: extend busing 
to those suburbs. We say not only the 
sons and daughters of the bourgeoisie, 
but black youth, we too need good 
schools." 

Demonstrators responded with chants 
of "Smash the Klan, this is the hour. 
laoor and olaeks have got the power!" 

So America is going down the tubes. 
You can't live in Detroit and not figure 
out that the workers had better take 
over. Hut it's not just Detroit and it's not 
just America. It's an international 
ljuestion. Topaz continued. 

"Let's look at Iran. It was the 
international Spartacist tendency that 
stated to the world that Khomeini 
would be no better than the shah. We 
took a side on that issue. We sided with 
the women, we sided with the Kurds, we 
sided with the national minorities and 
the workers. But Khomeini, in today's 
world, says that if you're Arab, you're 
going to get it; if you're a worker, you're 
going to get it; if you're a homosexual. 
you're gomg to get it; if you're a woman. 
you're going to get it; if you're a drinker. 
you're going to get it. We say, no to 
Khomeini! No to Islamic reaction! 
Workers must rule in Iran! Just as in 
Detroit, and in the U.S. workers must 
rule! 
"So we've got a political program that 
we've laid out here. We know we have a 
world to win. We have to act now to 
shape the future in our favor. So 
students, workers, all of you out there, 
make a choice. Do you want to settle for 
unemployment? Do you want to settle 
for mass layoffs in this city? Do you 
want to settle for Klan terror? Or do you 
want to make a decisive stand so that we 
will have a future? The choice is yours. 
Let's go forward!". 

Price: 
$3.50 

Avenge 
Greensboro ... 
(continued from pOKe I) 

ing,just as they wereemholdened hy the 
. racist mohilizations that defeated ous­
ing in the streets of Hoston. Louisville 
and Chicago. Across the country the 
fascists' appetite for more violence lUIs 
heen whetted. They succeeded in mur­
dering fivc militant anti-racists; now 
they'd love to go after the rest of their 
enemies-the hlacks. the communists. 
the Jews and the lahor movement. 

Uphold the Right of Armed 
Self-Defense! 

This fascist campaign of terror and 
murder has got to he stopped. Socialists 
and militants in the lahor movement 
must call on organized lahor to mohili/e 
its tremendous social power. in alliance 
with hlack and other minority organi/a­
tions and the left, to stop the Klan in its 

Jail the killer Klansmen! 

tracks. A step in this direction was taken 
on Novemher 10 in Detroit where trade­
union militants and the Spartacist 
League/Spartacus Youth League or­
ganized a powerful rally of 500 blacks. 
trade unionists and socialists in a 
militant protest against Klan and Nazi 
attacks (sec article this issue). Only 
massive lahor/hlack action to smash the 
Nazis and the Klan can prevent another 
(ireenshoro massacre! 

Hut it is crystal clear that no union. 
hlack or leftist organization can defend 
itself against a repeat of this outrageous 
and shocking event without the right to 
armed self-defense. The capitalist state 
demands a monopoly on the means of 
violence. It has heen busy passing gun 
control laws. which leave racist murder­
ers unhindered while citizens arc de­
prived of the democratic right to defend 
themselves. Uphold the right to armed 
self-defense! No to gun control! 

The Klan's Escorts-Racists 
in Blue 

Ihe press has portrayed the vicious 
massacre oy the KKK assassins as a 
"shootout" hetween two "fringe" ex­
t remist groups. So anxious to ensure the 
right of "free speech" for the racist 
terrorists. much of the bourgeois press is 
now apologizing sympathetically for the 
Klan. implying that the Klansmen were 
simply standing up to the communists' 
insults. and that the demonstrators "got 
what they deserved." The attitude of the 
oourgeois press makes it even more 
urgent that the laoor movement protest 
the Greensboro cold-hlooded massacre 
and uphold the right of armed selt-
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morc than a hlock away from thc 
demonstration rallying point. It was 
only after the killings that they finally 
arrived at the rally site which oy then 
was oathed in hlood-and arrested 
three of the survivors! The cops have 
olood on their hands: Greensooro police 
chief William Swing admitted at a 
Novemher 4 press conference that there 
was police surveillance of the Klan on 
their way to the demonstration area 
"where oy law they had every right to 
he." Actually. the cops' "surveillance" 
amounted to an escort service for the 
armed convoy as they drove through the 
olack communtty into the rally site! The 
State Secretary of Crime Control 
defended the cops oy stating, 

"They had no authority to stop the 
cars ... until some law was violated. 
Very tragically, in this case, the first law 
that had been violated involved the 
murder." 

-UPI dispatch, 4 November 

One can assume that the Greenshoro 
racists in hlue would have responded 
very differently had they "carefully 
watched" carloads of hlacks load 

automatic weapons into car trunks and 
drive into a demonstration of Klans­
men! The cops have proven time and 
again that they will side with the Klan 
and the Nazis. On the very day of the 
Klan massacre in Greensboro. hundreds 
of cops played the role of defense guards 
for a march of 50 Klansmen through the 
streets of Dallas. The police are paid to 
defend the racist CC' ;talist state-from 
gunning down the Black Panthers and 
Jackson State students to arresting the 
victims of Klan terror in Greenshoro. 

rhe role of the state in defending and 
protecting fascist scum shows the 
dangerous stupidity of the demand to 
"ban the Klan" put forward hy liberals 
and the reformist Communist Party. 
Any anti-"extremist" law will he used to 
attack the left. Even now. the FBI and 
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North Carolina undercover police arc 
investigating the "possibility" that the 
dcmonstrators' civil rights were 
violated-investigations which arc un­
douotedly aimed at increasing the 
harassment of left organizations. And 
when Workers Viewpoint announccd 
that they would hold a funeral march 
through Greensboro on November II. 
the mayor immediately declared a state 
of emergency in the town, calling in 250 
state troopers and 500 National Guard 
riot troops. The troops frisked everyone 
of the 500 protesters at the funeral 
march. They arrested at least 25, mostly 
on charges of transporting weapons, 
and would allow WVO's armed "honor 
guard" into the procession oJ;lly if their 
weapons were unloaded! 

---
Labor Must Smash the Klan! 

Hesides the danger of illusions in cop 
protection, the other lesson made clear 
by the Greensboro massacre is that a 
handful of people cannot successfully 
take on the Klan by holding small 
adventurist demonstrations. WVO is a 
craled and hysterically disoriented 
Stalinist/ Maoist outfit. They may have 
held "Death to the Klan" rallies. but 
they arc eljually capable of holding a 
"Death to the Trots and Down with the 
lJSSR" rally. They hate' the Soviet 
Union. Trotskyists and the Klan-in 
that order. In their politics and social 
attitudes WVO resemhles nothing so 
much as "left-wing" hoat people. A 
recent Workers Viewpoint centerfold 
went so far as to demand the execution 
of Trotskyists in Iran! As one of the 
most viciously sectarian and wildly 
adventurist groups on the left. they 
specialize in virulent thug violence. 
often directed against Trotskyists. And 
now. even after five of their comrades lie 
dead they have taken to attacking the 
S Y I. campus rallies protesting the 
massacre of their coml:'ades! 

Hut the Klan in Greensboro was not 
, out to attack only this particular Maoist 
splinter group. Because of the weakness 
of the left in this country. WVO hap­
pened to he the "reds" in Greensooro. 
Ihese racists were gunning for all the 

"commies." "n----- lovers" and "labor 
agifators." Their guns are still aimed at 
all olacks and minorities, at every trade 
unionist and socialist. at everyone they 
consider to he a social "deviant" in this 
country. 

The Klan and Nazis cannot be 
defeated oy reliance on the state to ban 
them. rdiance on the cops to protect 
anti-racist demonstrators or by small. 
adventurist rallies. The massive social 
power of the labor movement must be 
mohililed in alliance with hlack organi­
lations to smash these fascist scum and 
demand: Drop the charges against the 
anti-K Ian protesters and jail the killer 
Klansmen! No to gun control! Uphold 
the right of armed self-defense! Avenge 
(i reensooro-for massive labor/black 
mooili/ations across America to smash 
the Na/is and the Klan!. 
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Racist Mobs ... 
(continued from page 4) 

tenured professors, among them Mur­
ray Levin and Howard Zinn, t/:le 
political scientists and the most con­
troversial professors there are on this 
campus. Is there going to be any support 
or what action will you be taking to 
prevent this from happening'! 
John: The Spartacus Youth' League 
seeks to mobilize students against the 
attempted firing of these professors, 
which we see as an attack on the rights of 
the workers on the campus. In past 
struggles, we supported the campus 
workers and faculty when they went out 
on strike. We went out on the picket 
lines and we demanded that the picket 
lines must be honored so that they could 
win what they were fighting for. So we 
feel that it is necessary to beat back this 
attack which is an attack on all 
democratic rights, and affects the rights 
of students as well. What is necessary is 
a united front of all the various campus 
organizations. the unions and leftist 
organizations to defeat these attacks. 
There have been other groups. for 
example the Revolutionary Student 
Brigade. which. when there was a strike 
before. they crossed the picket line. We 
saw that one thing that was necessary in 
order for the workers to win. was that 
the university be shut down tight. 
Incidentally. the Revolutionary Student 
Brigade, again linking up to the ques­
tion of raci~m. has had a position of 
being opposed to busing. In fact. what 
their politics at the time. in 1974. were to 
demand "Stop forced busing." They 
allied themselves de facto with the 
facists in Boston. 
Liisa: We see that busing itself is not the 
total solution for ending the oppression 

Protest FBI ... 
(continued from page 2) 

line had been drawn: either the RCP was 
opposed to the FBI's presence on 
campus, in which case they would join 
the demonstration, or they would put 
their sectarian reformism ahead of this 
necessary fight. and abstain from the 
struggle at 'hand. The major~ty of their 
small contingent voted with their feet 
and walked away. but two of their 
sympathizers chose to side with the 
working class and oppressed and joined 
the march. The RCPers who chose the 
sectarian path of abstention went to 
soap box at the Student Center Building 
cafeteria. where they were thrown out 
by the WSU cops. One of the RCP 
supporters is currently being held 
without charges and without bail. 

A highlight of the demonstration was 
a speech by a militant from United Auto 
Workers Local 600 (River Rouge): 

"I want to say that this is a very 
important and necessary protest against 
the FBI and its racist, anti-working 
class role in this capitalist society. At 
Rouge we just had a really important 
victory against racist provocation by 
two foremen. The Ford Motor Com­
pany was forced to remove two fore­
men, including a general foreman: they 
went beyond the usual, day-to-day 
racist harassment that is our daily bread 
at Rouge. They put on K.lan hats and 
paraded around in their work areas. 
Now what the company wanted to do 
was to discipline the six workers who 

On the Move? 
If you want to keep recelvmg 
you r Young Spartacus please let 
us know at least three weeks 
before you move. Send your new 
and old address to: 

Spartacus Youth Pub. Co. 
Box 825. Canal St. Station 

New York. NY 10013 

of blacks in this country, but we think it 
must be defended as a basic democratic 
right that all children should have access 
to a decent education. We said that 
busing should be extended into the 
suburbs. 

John: But what has happened is. in 
effect. that busing has been killed. And 
we have to look and see why busing was 
killed. why after all these years of 
struggles, the small gains that blacks 
and the oppressed have won in the past 
are being eroded. A lot of it was reliance 
on the federal government, reliance on 
the courts and reliance on the cops. 

WTBU: Getting back to labor. now 
there's poor blacks and pllor whites 
going after the same types of jobs .... Do 
you feel there is more a racist mood by 
them toward blacks. or do you feel it's 
just a dog-eat-dog world. everyone 
fighting to survive'! 

Liisa: I"his is a very important point of 
our program that we fight for in the 
trade unions. We want to see revolution­
ary leadership develop there to fight for 
jobs for all. I n the auto plants. in 
I ktroit. workers arc working 60 hours a 
week and killing themselves. and this is 
forced overtime. What we want to see is 
for them to work 30 hours for the same 
amount of pay. we want to see them 
fight for this and for more jobs for all: as 
well as fighting to organl/e the South 
and other areas that are not unioni/ed. 

John: In that situation. where the 
crumbs are becoming smaller and 
smaller. you have sections of the 
working class becoming lumpeni/ed 
and thrown out of the factories: it opens 
up tho possibility for the racists to 
mobilize. In this society. you only have 
two choices within the framework of 
capitalism. You have the Democrats. 
who propose a policy of inflation. where 
the paycheck of workers shrinks ever-

walk~ off their jobs in protest. not the 
foremen! The foremen continued to 
work. The 'union leaders' response Was 
ho-hum. business as usual, file a 
grievance. we can't do anything, we 
don't have any power. we don't have 
any control over what the company 
hires and fires. But within 48 hours over 
1.000 people that work in that plant 
signed a petition demanding that the 
union call for the firing of these two 
foremen. And guess what-as soon as it 
hit the papers. the next day, these guys 
were off the job. This is just a small 
sample of the power that labor 
has .... We have the power to pull the 
plug on this whole rotten capitalist 
system and all its henchmen, and that 
includes the cops, the courts. and the 
secret police like the CIA and FBI that 
we are demonstrating against today."_ 

" 

PSC 
Exclusion ... 
(colllinuedfrol1l page 2) 

that SYL members fought and it is for 
that fight we were excluded from PSC 
meetings. 

"DSOC has made it clear that raising 
our revolutionary ideas constitutes 
'disruption'; opposing DSOC trade 
union bureaucrats, theeapitalist Demo­
cratic Party and DSOC's current 
darling Teddy K.ennedy violates the 
'democratic process.' Politically charac­
terizing social democracy and Loftin's 
anti-communist actions against the 
SYL constitutes 'libelous personal 
attacks.'" ' 

-SYL letter to Daill' ~ 
Northwestern, 2 November 

Particularly in the United States. the 
foundation of social democracy is anti­
communism. In his own very small way 
Michael Loftin has demonstrated this 
once again. The International Socialist 
Organization (ISO). the left tail of 
DSOC in the PSC offers little that is at 
variance with DSOC's politics­
virulent anti-Sovietism. adulation of the 
trade-union bureaucrats and capitula­
tion to "progressive" Democrats. Above 
all they share implacable hostility to 
revolutionary Marxist politics. 

The PSC promises to degenerate into 

more or you have the policies of the 
RepUblicans. where you have the 
policies of unemployment. But right 
now. you're having both-no matter 
what kind of administration. either the 
Democrat or Republican parties. It 
doesn't make any difference if it's Carter 
or Kennedv or whoever. That's whv we 
say that it 'is necessary for the wor'king 
class and the oppressed to break with its 
class enemies. build its own party and 
fight for its own government. and run 
the country in its own interest. 

WTBU: Do you feel that when there is a 
war. the racist level tends to go down or 
up because peoples' minds are on 
defending mom. apple pie ... ? 

John: Look at the example of WWII 
and what happened. Everything was a 
battle for production so that U.S. 
imperialism could maintain its position 
of power. be the dominant world 
imperialist power. For blacks this meant 
that their democratic rights would have 
to take a back seat. We have to learn 
from history-what the ruling class will 
attempt to do is say. well your enemy's 
not at home. your enemy's not your 
boss. your enemy's not the cop who's 
beating you over the head. your enemy's 
not the racist mob that's attacking you. 
What they're trying·to say is that your 
enemy is the Japanese worker. like you. 
working in a factory. or a British 
worker. or the Russians. We say that the 
main enemy is at home and that is the 
kind of fight that we raise today. 

Liisa: What happened during WWII 
was that Japanese-Americans were put 
in concentration camps. and in Detroit. 
there were riots and blacks were being 
a ttacked by racists ... 

John: Ever since we were kids. we've 
been told that what exists now will 
always be here. and for the oppressed. 
that's not a very pretty picture. We in the 

a campus club for Kennedy's election. 
Those Northwestern students whose 
commitment to social change does not 
center in the racist, strike-breaking, 
war-mongering Democratic Party or 
c1ilJue ties to their campus press agents 
in DSOC should join in the struggle to 
build the Leninist vanguard of proletari­
an revolution-against the rotting 
corpse of social democracy .• 

Iran ... 
(COlllinuedfrom page 12) 

supplying it with guns to shoot down the 
rebel Kurds. 

In all of its imperialist arrogance the 
U.S. ruling class never expected 'that 
allowing the mass murderer and bloody 
torturer who once occupied the Peacock 
Throne to get expensive medical treat­
ment in the U.S. would unleash a storm 
of fury in Iran. The American bourgeoi­
sie cannot understand that Khomeini is 
a man who means what he says when he 
ralks about restoring the moral codes of 
the seventh century Bedouin tribes to 
present-day Iran. The "born-again" 
Baptist in the White House has run up 
against a man like John Knox and John 
Brown who rea/~r heliel·es. But at 
bottom Khomeini is no enemy of U.S. 
imperialism. Even as they attempt to 
take I ran back to the middle ages the 
anti-Communist Persian chauvinist 
mullahs must sell oil· on the world 
imperialist market. The U.S. is having a 
difficult time putting Khomeini on a 
leash. The advantage of the current 
crisis is that it disrupts American 
military support to the clericalist regime 
(a welcome respite for the oppressed of 
Iran). 

The American people have every 
interest in replacing a government that 
props up vicious dictators like Pinochet. 
the shah and Khomeini with a govern­
ment' of the working class. It is the 
policies of U.S. imperialism that 
brought the maniac ayatollah to power. 
H.tte the shah? Hate Khomeini'!-then 
hate U.S. imperialism .• 

YOUNG SPARTACUS 

Spartacus Youth League look at the 
example of the Russian Revolution. 
And we know that it can be done. that 
capitalism can be overthrown. Before 
the revolution. you had a situation 
where different nationalities were being 
pitted against each other. You had 
pogroms. where whole villages of 
Jewish people would be massacred. 
What the Bolsheviks did in carrying out 
the revolution is that they mobilized the 
working class and mobilized them on a 
class basis. By overthrowing that sys­
tem. they were able to eliminate the 
basis for the racism. That's where we 
stand. on the basis of the Russian 
Revolution and see that as the way 
forward. 

WTBU: Getting back to Boston. who. as 
mayor. would you rather see in there­
Timilty or White? 

John: We as Marxists are not in the 
business of choosing the lesser of two 
evils. We are not in the business of 
choosing which group is in a better 
position to oppress us. That's why we 
fight for a workers party. But that's one 
of the fundamental things-we have to 
see who our enemies are. and our 
enemies are both the Mayor Whites and 
the Timiltys. The Democratic Party is 
the party of those people. like Mayor 
White. who bankrolled this racist. 
[.lames] Kelley. and the Democratic 
I>arty is the party of Louise Day Hicks. 
The Democratic Party is the party of 
Gcorge Wallace. 

If students want to change the world. 
if they want a society that is free from 
racism. sexual oppression. and oppres­
sion of classes. it is going to require a 
fight for socialist revolution, it's going 
to require the construction of a revolu­
tionary party and that is why we seek to 
win students to our perspective and seek 
to recruit people to the Spartacus Youth 
League .• 

SF State 
Demo ... 
(continued from page 7) 
should not bt; armed in their own defense. 
Tell it to the people that were shot down 
in the streets by the shah of Iran and tell 
it to the people in Iran right now-the 
women who are being lashed and 
executed fdr taking the veil off. homo­
sexuals. workers who are trying to 
organi7.e in unions, the Kurds, the 
various national minorities who are 
being shot down by that government. 
Tell it to them. Tell them they should 
turn the other cheek. Now we say that 
there's a reality, we don't glorify 
violence. But there has never been a 
ruling class in history that has surren­
dered peacefully when workers or ' 
anybody else has tried to overturn them. 
That's the reality .... Non-violence is a 
nice idea-what it means is that the 
United States Army, the National 
Guard and the local police force will 
come down and shoot you in the street 
at the drop of a hat when they want 
to ... :'. 
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YSA ... 
(continued/rom pOKe 3) 

Proletarian Orientation 
Tendency," SWP Discussion 
Bulletin Vol. 29, No. 19, July 
1971 

The SL's Fight for Class-Struggle 
Trade-Union Politics 

pass otT the 19.N-40 fight as simply a 
struggle against the latter's "refusal to 
decisively turn toward the unions." 
Feldman's piece goes on for five pages The. POT was not the first internal 
but devotes only one line to what was at grouping to advocate an orientation to 
the heart· of Cannon's fight with the the labor movement. since the SWP's 
petty-bourgeois minority: the duty of loss of trade-union fractions in the 
Trotskyists to uphold the unconditional 1950s. As a result of the McCarthyite 
military defense of the Soviet Union witchhunt,theSWPwasdrivenoutofa 
against imperialism: number of unions; after the fight with 

"These items [in the bulletin] do not the liquidationist Cochran-Clarke fac-
~ent.er on th~ theoretical issues that w~re tion in 1953 most of the remaining trade 
10 ~Ispute, like the ~ature of the .Sovlet unionists left the party. Isolated from 
V mon or the necessity of defend 109 the· . 
degenerated workers' states against the working class and led by an agmg 
imperialism." cadre the SWP's process of degenera-

Hardlya "theoretical" issueatthe time of tion came to.a head around the party's 
the Hitler-Stalin Pact when bourgeois a~commodatlOn. to the non-proletarian 
public opinion was virulently anti- ~astro leadership ?f the Cuban re~olu-
Soviet, Sovietdefensismand revolution- tlon. I~ abando~l~g the need for a 
ary defeatism toward the U.S. bourgeoi- ~evolutl??ary Lemmst party and uncrit-
sie were hurning issues. Cannon and ~c~l!y talh.ng the Castro "team:' the S~P 
17 other Trotskyists went to prison a mltlated Its depa.rture from frotskYlst 
year later under the Smith Act for their prog~am and hentage.. . 
refusal to support the entry of their ~t fell to the Revolutl.onary rendency 
"own" bourgeoisie into WWII. Can- (R f) t? struggl~ agamst the party's 
non's The Struggle for a Pr()/etarian plunge. l~tO cen~nsm. The nucleus oft~e 
Party, written to draw the lessons of the R ,I ongma~ed 10 the centr~1 leaders?lp 
1940 fight, puts it plainly: "The discus- of the y~A. The YSA s foundmg 
sion has revealed not a difference of leaders- rim Wohlforth, James Ro-
opinion about the application of the bertson and Shane Mage-having been 
program-such differences frequently r~c~ntly ":on ~o the S~P from the 
occur and usually have a transitory dlsl~teg.ra~mg Shachtmamte Independ-
significance-but an attempttocounter- e~t Soctah~t Leag~e, took the program 
pose one program for another,." they of Trot~kYlsm sen.ously. As part of an 
turn their backs on the Soviet Union and alternative domestic perspective for the 
deny it defense in the struggle against ~WP the ~T pr~posed an intervention-
world imperialism." Feldman's shoddy 1st class onentatlOn to the black ~ove-
falsification is motivated by more than ment" ~ mo~est but real perspective of 
the desire to pass off as Trotskyism colont7:mg mto t~e ~o~th an? the 
Barnes & C6.'s wholesale pursuit of re.creatlOn ~f nucle~ wlthm key mdus-
influence in the labor bureaucracy. The tnes. The ,R ~ submltte~ an amendment 
SWP/YSA have all but in name turned to the ~aJont~ resolutl?n for the 1963 
their backs on defense of the USSR convention which read In part: 
From their refusal to call for military "C) It:t maintaining its orientation to the 
, . worklOg class as a whole, the party must 

~Ict~r~ to ~ort~ Vletna~ an~ ,the s~eadily seek to make or find opportuni-
Stahmst N Lf agamst U.S. Impenahsm ties to recreate Trade Vnion fractions at 
in the Vietnam War to their call on ~electe~ sp~ts across the country in 
Brezhnev to offer to initiate nuclear IOdustrIes Important to the class 
disarmament "asashowofgood fa'tl."t . struggle. Moreover, every {'arty branch 

• " ' " I ,l\.~ ~">.,~develo.p contact with the most 
cntl~al support to Jimmy Carter s antl- Important umons and factories in its 
Soviet "human rights" crusade, the area; for example, through regular, 
SWP/YSA has adapted itself to the ~ong-term press. sales, a~d accompan-
reflex anti-communism of the U.S led, w~ere pOSSible, by direct electoral 

. . . . . campaign approaches." 
bourgeOisie and Its labor lieutenants. -Reprinted in Marxist Bulletin 

Feldman implies that the party crisis No.3, Part ii 
was triggered by the refusal of the Unable to tolerate the RT's challenge, 
minority to carry out the decision to the S W P bureaucratically expelled the 
"devote 90 percent of party effort" to leaders of the tendency in 1963. Ex-
work in the trade unions. Their refusal to pelled RT members began publication 
do this was not due, Feldman tells us, to ofthejournal S"partacist in 1964, leading 
"the existence ofa contrary line orclearly to the formation of the Spartacist 
defined alternate orientation, but by League in 1966. 
reluctance, hesitation and skepticism The SL continued its original fight for 
about taking the next step in building the a proletarian orientation in its 
party ... making our program a realitv regroupment policy. By counterposing 
through turning the party toward the working-class politics to the polyvan-
industrial unions." This outright falsifi- guard ism of the New Left in its 
cation is exposed by the fact that afterthe interventions into SDS, the SL was able 
minority split, the grouping around (.0 win the nucleus of a youth section. 
Shachtman went on toform the Workers I.ater regroupments, particularly the SL 
Party and build industrial fractions in fusion with the ex-Maoist Communist 
auto, steel, maritime and other indus- Working Collective, allowed the SL to 
tries, often directly competing with the lay the basis for a serious industrializa-
S W P for contacts. The Shachtmanites tion perspective by 1971. 
deeply desired respectability in the petty- Since that time SL-supported 
bourgeois intellectual circles. While the \ oppositions have established an im-
opposition was overwhelmingly petty- pressive record of fighting for class-
bourgeois in its social composition, it struggle politics in the unions. Keith 
was not the question of work in the Anwar, a militant steel worker support-
unions but the dramatic escalation of ed by the SL, has gained recognition for 
anti-Sovietism in this milieu with the his refusal to cross the picket lines of 
approach of war that was the real striking workers from lisw A Local 
pressure point for the minority. "Com- XISO. Anwar, a member of USWA 
rade" Barnes-when he was fighting Local 10 10 at I nland Steel's East 
tooth and nail against an industrializa- Chicago mill, was fired from his job last 
tion perspective proposed by the Prole- May for upholding this basic trade-
tarian Orientation Tendency (POT) in union principle. His case has received 
1971-also can be ljuoted against the extensive media coverage and support 
S W P rewrite of history: from steel workers in the Chicago area, 

"The chief characteristic of the petty- including USW A District 31, Local 65 
,bou.rgeoi~ opposition of 1939-40 was its and 1010. Even Ed Sadlowski saw fit to 
capitulatiOn to bo~rg~ois .. : opinion on back Anwar. Yet the "socialist scabs" of 
the eve of the commg ImperIalist war h S W / ., . 
"The Shachtmanites had carried out'~ t e, P YSA have refused to wnte one 
large scale policy of colonization of their word about the struggle of this militant 
members into industry during WWlI. against the steel bosses (see YSp No. 76. 
But the t.est we applied was not their October 1979, for details)! . 
coloOlzatiOn progress. We tested their . '" . 
political line and practice." I he SWP/YSA has also chosen to 

-Barnes and. Sheppard, "The remai~ silent about Jane Margoli~, 
Real Meamng of the executive board member of Communi-

cations Workers of America Local 9410 
and spokesman for the CW A's Militant 
Action Caucus. Last July Margolis, an 
elected delegate to the CW A convention 
in Detroit was seized by Secret Service­
men and dragged off the convention 
floor before she had the chance to 
confront convention "guest" Jimmy 
Carter and denounce his wage-slashing, 
strike-breaking policies. Margolis' op­
position to the Democratic Party, her 
call for a workers party to fight for a 
workers government, stands in stark 
contrast to the SWP's strategy of 
popular-front coalitions with the 
Democrats-a strategy they will contin­
ue in the unions as they vie for influence 
with the bureaucrats who channel labor 
votes into the Democratic Party. 

The S W P / YSA stayed away from the 
recent anti-Klan rally .held by Detroit 
auto workers, blacks and socialists. 
While the SL/SYL built and publicized 
the actions of these militants (see front 
page article this issue), the SWP/YSA 
should logically have opposed such a 
massive demonstration against the "free 
speech for fascists" they advocate. 

So the YSA is making its "turn" to the 
plants. Yet these aspiring water boys for 
the trade-union bureaucracy should not 
expect a ready-made niche where they 
can peddle their social-democratic 
wares. There is an opening for slick 

AAPRP ... 
(continuedfrom page 5) 

black oppression in the U.S., looking 
instead to a black-ruled Pan-African 
homeland. Yet the Stokelyites' idyll of 
black freedom in post-independence 
Africa is a myth, Neo-colonial Africa 
remains under imperialist 
domination~their economies are still 
centered on cheap black labor and 
exportation of raw materials to the 
advanced capitalist countries. Africa is 
still an underdeveloped hellhole for the 
worker and peasant masses. Pan-
Afric~sm never 'chaUenged this; in 
fact, the first Pan-Africanist congresses 
were explicitly designed to work out 
with the imperialist powers a peaceful 
transition from colonialism to neo­
colonialism (see Young Spartaeus No. 
22, March-April 1974, "Pan-Africanism 
or Communism"). 

Pan-Africanism thus originated as, 
and continues to be, an ideology which 
serves the native brokers for imperial­
ism in Africa. The Stokelyites' guru, 
Kwame Nkrumah, while president of 
Ghana crushed the 1971 general strike in 
the name of "African Socialism." In 
p,articular, Pan-Africanism has been 
used to justify the rule of the dominant 
tribe in nations whose boundaries were 
determined by the imperialists precisely 
to divide national and pre-national 
populations. Thus, a fundamental 
principle of the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU) is to maintain the borders 
inherited from colonialism. This kind of 
"African unity" really means unity 
against minority peoples; the logic of the 
OAU's position is to support the 
slaughter of the Biafran Ibos in Nigeria 
and the oppression of the Eritreans and 
Somalis by Ethiopia. Pan-Africanism is 
at bottom hostile to genuine national 
self-determination in Africa. 

The "African Socialist" regimes the 

11 

young labor sellouts; the ossified bu­
reaucracy, more distant and ineffective 
with the ranks, needs to co-opt and 
recruit a new generation to replace itself. 

-Yet generally the labor tops are not as 
far-sighted as the S WP / YSA might 
think, and the SWP will have to face 
other competitors in the field, like 
DSOC. Furthermore, the anti-commu­
nist American labor bureaucracy will 
not turn to the SWP, at least at first, as 
long as the S W P pays lip service to that 
Russian communist revolutionary Leon 
Trotsky. The SWP/YSA ranks, recruit­
ed on the basis of "single-issue" cam­
paigns (to legalize abortion, pass the 
ERA or get the universities to divest, 
etc.) may find their time on the assembly 
line to be a bit more than what they 
bargained for when they checked off the 
box on the Young Socialist coupon 
saying, "Yes! I'd like to join the YSA!" 

It is a good thing that the American 
working class has as yet no effective 
social-democratic misleadership and we 
intend to defeat the YSA in their dirty 
work. The students and young workers 
won to the SYL will carry the revolu­
tionary program to the unions and lead 
the fight to replace the YSA's bureau­
cratic pals with class-struggle leader­
ship. Forward to a genuinely mass 
revolutionary working-class party· to 
fight for a workers -government!. 

Stokelyites uphold perpetuate a frame­
work of tribal bloodletting and barbar­
ism of the likes of Idi Amin and 
Bokassa. Perhaps one of the most 
vicious legacies of the backwardness of 
tribal existence continued by Africa's 
nco-colonial rulers is the brutal chattel 
slavery of women. For example, "pro­
gressive" Kenyan nationalist Jomo 
Kenyatta, one of the founding fathers of 
Pan-Africanism, was an advocate of 
female circumcision (a tribal rite in 
which the female genitals are mutilated 
and the clitoris .removed to ensure 
marital fidelity). In the words of 
Kenyatta: "The abolition of irua (cir­
cumcision) will destroy the tribal sym­
bol which identifies the age groups, and 
prevent Gikuyu from perpetuating the 
spirit of collectivism and national 
solidarity which they have been able to 
maintain from time immemorial" (Fac­
ing Mount Kenya). That Pan­
Africanists can defend such brutality 
speaks volumes about their pretenses to 
liberate the oppressed masses. 

As revolutionary internationalists we 
fight for the liberation of the African 
workers and peasants through socialist 
revolution. At the same time we see that 
the real role of American blacks in 
fighting for their freedom is as a 
vanguard in the American proletarian 
revolution. As the SL/SYL leaflet for 
the conference pointed out: 

"The Spartacist League is guided by the 
strategic aim of assembling together 
black and white, men and women, 
revolutionists within a single racially 
integrated Leninist vanguard party 
which is the tribune of all the oppressed. 
Such a party is crucial in leading the 
working class to the seizure of state 
power and thereby destroying the 
material basis of racial oppression. 
Since- blacks not only represent a 
significantly high proportion of the 
working class, but also face brutal racial 
discrimination, a black communist 
cadre will play the key role in both the 
party and in the class in leading a 
successful proletarian revolution.". 
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YoaDg Sparlacas 
Iranian Students Threatened with Dep'ortations 

Khomeini's Antics Fuel 
U.S. Chauvinist Backlash 

NOVEMBER IS-In the early morning 
hours Sunday, November 4 the U.S. 
Em'bassy in Teheran was seized by pro­
Khomeini students in a well­
orchestrated siege. Holding 62 Ameri­
can staff and Marines hostage, the 

- Islamic fanatics backed by Khomeini 
are demanding the return of the deposed 
butcher shah Riza Pahlavi to Iran for 
trial. 

The U.S. government's initial reac­
tion to the embassy seizure was to play 
down the traditional recourse of "send­
ing in the Marines," but it is certainly 
preparing for the option. On November 
12 Carter cut off I ranian oil shi pments, 
prompting the Iranians to announce an 
oil embargo. On November 14 Carter 
froze all official Iranian assets·. in~ 
American banks, responding to an 
announcement by Khomeini's govern­
ment that its U.S. investments would be 
withdrawn. And Washington is forcing 
all 50,000 Iranian students in the U.S. to 
report to immigration offices, threaten­
ing to deport those found to be 
"illegally" here. 

Chauvinist Backlash in the U.S. 

The ~hreatened police state round-up 
of thousands of Iranian studeilts recalls 
the Palmer Raids against foreign-born 
communists and labor militants and the 
racist persecution of Japanese­
Americans during World War II when 
160,000 of them were incarcerated in 
American concentration camps. While 
one might relish seeing those sons and 
daughters of the "upper crust" of 
I ranian society who hailed the victory of 
Khomeini get a little taste of what life is 
like under the Imam, they are not the 
ones likely to be deported. The Carter 
administration has already asserted that 
the over 200 Iranian military personnel 
undergoing training will not be deport­
ed. No doubt many hapless anti-shah 
Iranians who now have nothing but 
contempt for the fanatical ayatollah are 
the most endangered. If deported they 
would be dealt out harsh- treatment at 
the hands of the new torturers and 
assassins, the Shiite SAVAK, the 
Pasdars or "Revolutionary' Guards." 
Furthermore, such a move would set a 
dangerous precedent for the easy depor­
tation of undocumented workers, for­
eign nationals critical of the U.S. 

Marxists shed no tears for the 
embassy hostages, a motley crew of 
imperialist diplomats, CIA/NSA agents 
and Marine lifers. They took the blood 
money, now they can face the conse­
quences. But anti-imperialist demagogy 
from those who wish to take Iran back 
to the middle ages aside, the hostages -
are primarily held simply because they 
are American (as those enthusiastic 
armchair supporters of the ayatollah on 
the idiot left would soon discover if they 
were in Iran now). The fanatical muslim 

. ,student~. "ould :'ISt as easily have hi-

Mlngam/Gamma/liaison 
;mA% •• ~, 

The embassy seizure has inflamed vicious national 
chauvinism on both sides. Across the U.S., flag waving 
demonstrators (right) singing "God Bless America" and 
chanting "Iran, go to helll" and "Drink your oil and eat 
your sand" have marched in the streets and on the 
campuses. Above, fanatical muslim students parade 
American hostages, blindfolded, around the embassy 
yard. 

jacked a plane load of American tour­
ists. and the American people know it. 

Khomeini's antics could call forth no 
other reaction than the super-patriotic, 
flag-waving protests that have occurred 
on the campuses and in the streets all 
across America. A combination of 
identification with the hostages as 
American nationals and alienation from 
a society where alcohol, pork, movies, 
music, sunbathing, adultery. homosexu­
ality and most things associated with a 
post-medieval lifestyle are forbidden 
has aided in driving Americans into the 
current pro-U.S. reaction. With the 
bottom falling out of the economy and 
the oil cartels threatening to jacW up the 
gasoline prices sky high and reinstitute 
rationing it is alarming that this incident 
has created a national unity not seen 
since the Korean War. Americans of 
every walk of life, every race and class, 
are suddenly "proud to be American." 

The American government has glee­
fully seized on this and sought to 
mobilize popular support for racist 
round-ups and economic trade sanc­
tions against Khomeini's theocratic 
state-channeling the frustration and 
anger of the American people against 
the "foreign devils." Half the American 
popUlation would like to nuke Qom. As 
revolutionists, we oppose any U.S. 
military action against Iran. Against 

U.S. imperialism we would defend Iran 
militarily, even under Khomeini's rule. 

Who Gets the Shah? 

Jimmy Carter is not the only one who 
has been able to stir up national unity in 
the current crisis. The ayatollah Kho­
meini has been able to unite a lot of 
I ranians in their justifiable hatred of the 
U.S. for its support to the shah. As the 
mullahs consolidate their dictatorship 
over the dead bodies of workers, women 
and national minorities, Khomeini must 
bolster his anti-shah credentials, to hide 
the fact that his Islamic state is every bit 
as reactionary as the shah's. The shah's 
jails are still full under the mullahs' rule 
and hundreds have been put to death by 
the "revolutionary tribunals." 

Proletarian revolutionaries demand, 
"No asylum for the butcher shah!" For 
all we care he can be sent to any rotten 
regime that promises to shorten bis few 
remaining days and make them miser­
able. But Khomeini has now become the 
oppressor of the Iranian toiling masses. 
We demand that he too be tried by his 
victims for his crimes, through proletar­
ian revolution and fair trial. 

U.S. Ruling Class Responsible 
for the Shah and Khomeini 

It is a crime that to the extent 
justifiable outrage about the situation in 

New York Times 

Iran exists among the American people, 
it has been channeled into reactionary 
unity with the U.S. bourgeoisie. This 
anger should be turned against the 
American ruling class which is responsi­
ble for the whole mess in Iran. It is U.S. 
imperialism that engineered the coup in 
1953 to oust the bourgeois-nationalist 
M ossadelj and return the shah to power, 
as a bulwark against the Soviet Union. 
And U.S. imperialism trained the shah's 
monstrous torturers and killers in the 
SAV AK, whitewashing its gruesome 
role and supporting the shah despite 
international protest. 

The U.S. will do anything injts power 
to fight the Soviet Union and commu­
nism, cooperating with any despot or 
anti-communist movement that suits its 
purposes. John Foster Dulles, former 
secretary of state, once commented: 
"The religions of the East are deeply 
rooted and have many precious values. 
Their, spiritual beliefs cannot be recon­
ciled with Communist atheism and 
materialism. That creates a common 
bond between us, and our task is to find 
it and develop it" (quoted in The 
Political /:.C'0I10Ill,l' of Growth, Baran). 
So it is no surprise that once the shah 
was deposed the U.S. quickly did 
everything it could to win favor with the 
new regime of mullahs, including 
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