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NY Marine Workers Bemg Framed Honor Bolshevd( Leaders

Organizations Rally to the Assistance of Soderberg, Bunker and Trajer

‘On Tuesday, November 17, members of
the New York Independent Tidewater
Boatmen’s . Union were arrested on

" charges that they had plotted the “whole-
sale bombing of barges in the New York
Harbor”, The arrested workers, John
Soderberg, secretary of the I. T. B, W,
T Bunker, William Trajer, William Hoyle
and Reilly (the latter has sgince been re-
leased from the charges) were lodged in
the Tombs Jail and held on the exor-
bitant bail of $100,000.

The defendants, excepting Hoyle, were

viciously beaten by the police in an
effort to force them to “confess”. This
did not prevail upon the defendants who
staunchly maintained their
‘At the first opportunity given in court
the defendants entered their plea of
Not Guilty.

An investigation of the facts by
members of the I, T. B. U. and by others
soon established that another frame-up

. against workers active in the labor move-
ment was being planned by the police.
This was to be another ‘“dynamite plot”,
of which the labor movement has seen
‘many. Further, Hoyle was a confessed
gtool-pigeon, used to aid in the frame-up.

Through the efforts of the Communist
‘League of America (Opposition) in co-
operation with Carlo Tresca of I1 Max-
tello, weekly Italian paper, a defense

- committee was formed, legal defense en-
gaged, and work begun in the develop-
ment of a mass defense movement on
behalf of the frame-up victims.

The Marine Workers Defense Commit-
tee formed, with headquarters at 82
Bast 10th Street, New York, N, Y,, con-
gists of the following members: Carter
Hudson, a leading memper of the I
T. B. U., Chairman; Carlo Tresca, Sec-
retary, James P. Cannon, James Gilday,
Ben Gitlow, Norman Hawking, Sylvan
A. Pollack, Anthony Ribarich, I. Zim-
merman.

Defense Committee Develops Work

This committee has already issued a
statement of the facts in the case in
~ mimeographed and leaflet form and has
called upon all sections of the labor
movement to rally to the support of the
defendants. The statement was printed
in full in The Militant (12-5-31); inter-

innocence.’

ested workers can obtain the statement
by writing to the Defense Committee.
The Committee has been meeting re-
gularly and‘ planning its work.

Among the scandalous and abominable
features of the case have been the ac-
tions of the Daily Worker, official organ
of the Communist Party, Industrial Sol-
indarity, organ of the I. W, W. and the
Young Worker, official organ of the
Young Communist League. All these pa-
pers, the Communist and the rabidly
anti-Communist I. W. W, press, at-
tacked the defendants in the most scur-
rilous manner; by their statements vir-
tually giving direct assistange to the
police and the prosecution, each trying
to clear their skirts of the frame-up
charges against the defendants, pre-
judging these militant workers without
having had a word from them, and for-
getting the elemental duty of workers
and working class papers to rise to the
defense of arrested victims of the capi-
talist.class. The New York rank and file

of the I. W. W. repudiated the action

and story of Solidarity, The Young
\Vorker, by labeling the defendants as

"stool-pigeons lost all semblance of work-

ing clags and revolutionary honor. It
is the duty of the rank and file of the
Y- C. L. to repudiate the actions of its
official organ, and to join in support

‘of the defense,

In this issue of Young Spartacus we
print a letter of one of the defendants
in the case, William Trajer, addressed
to the Marxian Youth Club of New York,
The letter of this young seaman, an
active unionist and former member of
the Y. C. &. speaks for itself. The Marx-
ian Youth Club has already gone on re-
cord in support of Trajer and the other
defendants, and it ig the duty of all class
conscious and militant youth everywhere
to rally behind the arrested workers.

As we go to press, we -hear that ad-
ditional forces are coming to the fronmt
on behalf of the defendants, This is a
heartening sign, and is evidénce that
Soderberg, Trajer and Bunker will not
be lightly given up to the vengeance of
the capitalist class and railroaded to
the penitentiary. Rally behind the Mar-
ine Workers Defense Committee!

—M. A,

The Life of A Y oung Seaman

(A Letter from One of the Defendants)

To the comrades of the
Marxian Youth Club:

Dear Comrades:

Comrade Cannon in his last letter to
me stated that you had expressed your-
selves ag being desirous of obtaining in-
formation as to my past life and experi-
ences. It appears to be a very simple
task, for I might truthfully say that per-
haps millions of young workers have
come into contact with the same condi-
tions, the same experiences, and thou-
sands have reacted in the same manner,
My life in other words, has been the
lifé -of the average class conscious pro-
letarian.

Born amd raised in a proletarian en-
vironment, I have experienced all the
handicaps, the suffering and brutalities
imposed upon those who toil and slave
that the master class may gorge and
wax fat and squander the results of our
prcductivity. After graduating from
one of the public schools of misinforma-

tion, it became imperative that I turn
to the point of exploitation and seek a
master,

A Young Seaman—And His Conditions
of Work

Since 1927 I have been following the
sea and ‘at best acquiring only a most
miserable existence. The seaman, all
though history has been one of the most
terribly exploited of workers. He works
in many instances twelve hours per day.
seven days per week for the princely
sum of $27.50 to $60.00 per month. The
food he receives on the majority of ships,
a fastidious hog would never approach,
His sleeping quarters are merely holes,
sometimes as many as.twelve men sleep-
ing in a forecastle that could only ac-
comodate two with any degree of com-
fort. The mattresses in most cases serve
as a refuge for innumerable vermin of
various descriptions. He is preyed up-
on by parasites of evefy loathsome type
both at sea and ashore. Through vari-

(Continued on Page Two)

Continue the Traditions of Lenin, Liebknecht and Luxemberg

Symbols of the struggle.of the oppres-
sed masses against exploitation, lead-
ers of the revolutionary proletarian fight
for socialism, Lenin, Liebknecht
Luxemburg are the great teachers and
heroes of the international working class
and communist youth. Fearless, cour-
ageous and intrangigeant they serve as
modelg and inspiration for the Commun-
ist youth of today.

In the period prior to 1914 the inter-
national socialist movement, particu-
uarly its leading and most powerful sec-
tion, the German iSocial Democracy, was
the arena of a bitter struggle between
the revolutionary Marxistss and the re-
visionist opportunist wing of the move-
ment. Lenin, Liebknecht and Luxemberg
wete outstanding representatives of the
revolutionary Marxists.

Struggle Against Opportunism

Long before the World War, Rosa
Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht in
Germany, and Lenin in the Russian soc-
jal democracy, fought fearlessly against
both the open revisionists and those who
tried to dull the razor-edged sharpness
of Marxism—Kautsky in Germany and
Plechanov in Russia. Karl and Rosa
put much faith in the ability of the
youth to regenerate the official move-
ment. They fought for the necessity of
separate proletarian youth organizations.
which would educate the young workers,
struggle against militarism and war and
win the youth for socialism. They
played a leading role in the formation
of the socialist youth organization in
Germany and helped found the Socialist
Youth International at Stuttgart in 19(_)7.
Against the ultra-legalistic position of
the ‘old guard’ they supported the nec-
essity for conducting propaganda within
the armed forces.

Rosa, although a young girl, had
earlier played an active and leading role
in” the Polish movement. Participating
in the controversies on the Russian Rev-
olution of 1905, she recognized its inter-
national significance and supported com-
rade Trotsky’s position on the tasks of
the Russian proletariat—the theory of
the permanent revolution. One of the
few original thinkers the revolutionary
movement has produced since Marx and
Bngels, Luxemburg contributed her bril-
liant analyses and Marxist knowledge to
all flelds; economic theory, practical
politics, youth work, anti-militarism. At
timeg she was at logger-heads with Lenin
and the Bolsheviks, but in spite of that
she almost invariably showed a keen un-
derstanding of the situation, “although
she was sometimes wrong in her con-
clusions. When her works and writings
become available to the American com-
munist both her brilliance and her short-
comings will be perceptable; there will
be much to learn from them.

The Spartacus Bund

The World War found social democra-
tic opportunism logically developed into
social patriotism and chauvinism with
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“It is necessary that every member of
the Party should study calmly and with
the greatest objectivity, first the sub-
stance of the differences of opinion, and
then the development of the gtruggles
within the Party. Neither the one nor the
other can be done unless the documents
of both sides are published. He who
takeg somebody’'s word for it is a hope-
less idiot, who can be disposed of with
a simple gesture of the hand.”—Lenin.

and.

‘ure,

‘movement for

. the ‘Kautskian Marxists shouting about

the impossibility of international work-
ing class solidarity, Luxemburg and
Liebknecht with a handful of comrades,
Zetkin, Jogisches, Mehring, etc., formed
the Spartacus Bund, unfurled the ban-
ner of revolutionary Marxism and pro-
claimed a struggle against the war and
the social democratic betrayors of the
golidarity of the workers and gocialism.

At the same time Lenin proclaimed the
death of the Second International and
the need of a new, a third International,
He issued his famous theoretical broch-
“Imperialism—the Latest Stage of
Capitalism” and later the penetrating
analysis of the State from a Marxist
viewpoint, “The State and Revolution”.
During the period of the War the Bol-
sheviks and the Spartacans collaborated
at the various Left wing conferences
called to establish d4nternational prole-
tarian golidarity and unity in struggle.

In Germany, Liebknecht used the
Reichstag for anti-militarist propaganda;
worked in the army; participated in
huge demonstrations, Rose Luxmeburg,
while incarcerqted by the Kaiser’s gov-

(Continued on Page Four)

Marxian Youth Club
Develops Activities

The Marxian Youth Club in New York
hag started off very well, and the com-
rades have great hopes for its expansion.
It already has about thirty-five mem-
bers. After the discussion and adoption
of a constitutfon and the election of
officers, the club got under way with its
educational work.

An interesting program of discussion
wag outlined for the month by the ex-
ecutive committee, At the first educa-
tional meeting, comrade Stone led the
discussion on the teachings of Karl Marx.
At subsequent meetings discussions took
place on Democracy vs. Dictatorship,
History of the Revolutionary Youth
Movement, and Militarism.

Not forgetting the fact that it is a
youth club and should have social life
along with educational, a hike was pre-
pared for, but on account of the weather
it was turned into an indoor social. The
comrades were treated to a concert over
the radio, and those of livelier disposi-
tion danced in another room.

When the question df "the defense -of
the arrested marine workers was brought.
before the members through a letter from
'William Tajer, one of the defendants,
the club unanimously endorsed the Mar-
ine Workers’ Defense Committee, and
elected a committee of three to conduct
the necessary work and offer our aid.
The committec sent a letter to the De-
fense Committee and to comrade Trajer
declaring our solidarity with them and
pledging the Clib’s help to build a mass
them. Collection lists
were ‘given to the members.

An outline for the future activities of
the club—educational and §ocial—is be-
ing prepared. Outside speakers, debates,
discussions on current events, hikes and
socials will be some of the features. A
committee is looking for club rooms,
but for the time being meetings are held
at the Stuyvesant Casino, 9th St.,, and
2nd Ave, every Sunday at 8 P. M.
Anyone wishing further information can
get in touch with the secretary, Lillian
Bord, 754 Coster Street, Bronx, N. Y.
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Students and the Revolutionary Movement
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We have received a document from
comrade I. Link, a reader of our press,
entitled, “Is the Studying Youth Becom-
ing Revolutionary?’. Comrade Link
answers this question in the affirmative,
and advances a viewpoint as to the role
the students can play in the revolution-

ary movement which in our opinion is
erron - 1s. Comrade Link, in his zeal
for + -imunist work among students,

permits himself to ascribe to the students
a part in the revolutionary movement
which they are incapable of fulfilling.

Comrade Link clings to the opinion
“that the college students will in the
future become the real vanguard of the
revolutionary movement”. Not imme-
diately, but after a process of revolu-
tionary development. Further, he says,
the student “can be as fruitful and use-
ful for the advancement of the revolu-
tionary cause as the manual laborer.”
In defense of his contentions, comrade
Link cites the increased interest among
gstudents in radical literature and books
on Russia; and also the growth of radi-
cal clubg in the colleges. Undeniable as
these facts are, they do not prove that
the students can play a speeial role in
the revolutionary movement, but merely
that under the influence of economic and
social crisis, many of them become radi-
cal and more susceptible to Communist
ideas.

The Proletariat Ledds the Revolutionary
Movement

The idea that the students can lead
the revelutionary movement is contra-
dictory ‘to one of the most fundamental
principles of Marxism, which teaches
that society can be liberated from the
outlived capitalist system only through
the leadership of the proletariat. Such
is the historic mission of the proletariat
which is prepared by the economic
structure of capitalism itself for its
task. It is true that individual stu-
dents, just as in general individual in-
tellectuals who assimilate the revolu-
tionary ideas of the proletariat, can par-
ticipate in the revolutionary movement,
often as leading figures; but they can-
not accomplish this as a group. Marx-
ism determines. the historical role of
any group in society by examining its
aconomic basis, that is, its class posi-
tion. All sections of the population
which suffer under capitalism can follow
the proletariat in its struggle for eman-
cipation, but -only the proletariat can
lead.

Comrade Link himself- admits that the
“gtudents are in the main representatives
of the bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie’.
To this we can add that even when
college students come from working
class families, their aspiration as stu-
dents, to rise out of their class, com-
pels them to think as petty-bourgeoisie.

In order to prove the potential revolu-
tionary character of the students de-
spite their class composition, comrade
Link says: “But it is the petty-bourge-
oisis, with all “their bourgeois expecta-
tions that were shattered to pieces dur-
ing the crisis, that are losing most. It
is they who are most discontented”.
This argument is not true. No matter
what hardships the petty-bourgeoisie
undergo during the economic erisis, in
no way is it comparable to the gquffering
of the workers. For the petty-bourge-
oisie, so long as they remain within the
sphere of their class, the crisis means
a lowering of the standard of living
‘to which they have been accustomed; for
the workers it 'means not only that but
starvation, utter want, desperation, and
misery.

The Student and the Communist
Movement

The petty-hourgeois does not immedi-
ately relinquish Jis expectatioms. Ile
still cherishes the hope of regaining his
formey position. If the petty-bourgeois

family is forced into the ranks of the
proletariat, then the sons and daughters
are compelled to seek work,
course  ends

which of

their careers as students.

~oneman strike?

Marx and Engels epitomized in classic
form the whole question of the revolu-
tionary character of the proletariat in
contrast to all other classes in modern
times, when they said in' the Communist
Manifesto; the workers have nothing to
lose but their chainsg and a world to
gain!

It is not by telling the students that
they have a great mission to perform
in society that the -cause of communism
can be furthered. The students mukt
be taught the historic role of the pro-
letariat and its party. The more far-
sighted, the less individualistic, and the
more courageous among them will cast
in their lot with that class which has
gigantic historic tasks to perform.

—GEORGE RAY.

ORGANIZE !

Fellow-workers, have we learned the
lesson of unity, of organization? Have
we discovered that the many grouped
together are stronger than the many in
as many units? The working class un-
ited and determined saved the life of
Toem DMooney; the working class " dis-
banded and bickering left him to await
the mercies of Mayor Walker. DMilitant-
ly organized, the solid ranks of the work-
ers squeezed the eight hour ' day from
the alarmed bourgeoisie. With forces
scattered and dispersed, the workers
suffer wage cut after wage cut and can-
not resist.

Lvery day the bosses deepen their at-
tack on our existence. We must be ready
to fight back, or give up our means of
living. DBut can we pigture a successful
Now especially, with
the prospect before us of continued un-
employment, wage cuts, speed-up—now
especially must we consolidate our
strength in every field, to give blow for
blow and a little extra, If you're.not
in a trade union, get into one.

One of the fundamental principles of
every Communist, as well as of every
class-conscious worker is that organiza-
tion is essential to the success of the
working class. Yet there is around the
Communist movement, both official and
oppositional, a certain variety of people
—and a good number of them are young
folks—who. claim to be Communists but
who cannot find their place in the ranks
as active militants. They will argue
for hours over points important or non-
sensical; they will give their opinions
on various subjects and people with a
very learned air; they are to be found
at all sorts of weorkers” gatherings,
forums, etc., always ready, to take up
the battle of words. But in deeds they
are strangely lacking. It is even easier
to look for this group of “Communist in-
tellectuals” at parties, grown drunk ivith
their own speech and with something
more potent, than to-.find them where
struggles are really being fought.

Fellow-comrades, do you thing you will
make a revolution, or advance the cause
of the working class one inch, by such
“spitoon philosopher” methods? A sin-
cere Communist does not balk at the
digeipline an organization imposes. He
enters the active, living army of labor,
and contributes his bit of knowledge,
and effort to strengthen the working
class and its vanguard.

—LILLIAN BORD.

YOUNG SPARTACUS
Published monthly by the National
Youth Committee,
Communist League of America (Op-
position) at 84 East 10th Street
New York, N. Y.
H. Stone, Business Muanager
Editerial Committee:
Martin Abern Joseph (arter
George Ray
Vol. No. 2
JANUARY 1932
Subseription rate: $0.50 per year; Can-
ada and Foreign—$0.65. Five cents
.per copy. Dundle rates, 3 cents
per copy.

A Seaman Tells of His Life

(Continued from Page One)

ous laws, iron bound discipline is main-
tained at sea and for the slightest in-
fringement upon one of these, he is sub-
ject to the loss of from one to five days
pay. If he purchases tobacco or any
other necessity aboard ship, he usually
pays at least twice the original cost, and
in some instances more. The pittance
he receives does not allow him to main-
tain a home or even to marry, there-
fore he is forced to turn to the brothel
for the gratification of his natural sex-
ual diseases which soon undermine his
health and send him to an early grave.
Various institutions under the cover of
philanthropy rob him and defraud him,
as well as serve tQ keep him apart from
the influence of the union halls. When
he tires of the morbid preachings of
hypocrites who manage these places, he
seeksg solace in wine, women and song.
Very shortly after he lands ashore he
has parted with whatever money he had
and is forced to ship out again or go
into the breadlines. As a result of the
various means in which he is robbed, he
develops a violently suspicious and anti-
social complex. He even regards the un-
ion as merely another methods of making
him part with his earnings.

How I Joined the Union and the Y. C. L.

This, comrades, is the environment I
have been in as part of the past four
years. In the early days of my thrall-
dom I had felt rebellion suming up
within me, but I could find no adequate
channels apparently to divert it to. If
I were dissatisfied with the food aboard
a ship, why it usually meant that the
stewards, just other workers, by the
way, would directly have the food plas-
tered all over his face and I would lose
five days pay as a result.

In the early days of 1929, I happened
to be employed on a ship which was
lying in Brooklyn at the time. One day,
while painting over the side on a stage,
a young woman came strolling down to
the gangway with a bundle of papers
under her arm. Of course a seaman be-
ing continually starved sexually and be-
ing the ready prey of any likeky looking
woman, I entirely misjudged her motive
in coming aboard. I went aft to the
forecastle and there was this young
woman sitting on a bench pointing out
the desirability and need of organiza-
tion- to a group of extremely puzzled
but respectful sailors. It happened that
the young comrade was a member of the
Y. C. L. and had come aboard with the
Daily Worker, Bach of wus-.bought a
copy of the Worker, never intending to
read it, no doubt. That night after sup-
per I lay down. in my bunk and just out
of curiosity I glanced through the Work-
er. T had thought I was perhaps a trifle
abnormal in my rebelliousness, but lo
and behold, Jbage after page of just the
thouhgts that had been harragsing me
were spread before my eyes.

Without stopping to change clothes
even, I dashed over to the Marine Work-
ers League on South St. and took out
a card. This was a turning point in my
life which I have never regeited nor
ever will regret. After the Marine
Workers Industrial Union was launched,

Read !

" my knees never trembled so

I made as much of a study as I possibly
could of the movement and then I be-
came a member of the Y. C. L. I -did
some work for the union after that, and
along the way picked up some experience
at “soap-boxing”

Activities In the Laber Movement-

I was delegated to greet the Conven-
tion of the Communist Party at Madisoh
Square Garden and I confess, comrades,
violentlly
before in my life, as they did when I
faced that mass of people. In midsum-
mer of that year, an opposition had
grown against the tactics pursued by
the leadership of the unfon. I was
delegated to New Orleans for organiza-
tional work. After getting as far as
Buffalo, I suddenly realized that the
policy pursued in New Orleans was hope-
lessly utopian, so I returned to New
York and determined to take a stand
against the leadership. I was expelled
with Morgan and many other orkers
in the fall of 1930. Immediately after
I was expelled from the Y. C. L. I then
co-operated with Morgan and Sizemore
in launching the Marine Workers Solid-
arity League. My activities at that time
were “soap-boxing” and general organi-
zational work.

After the dissolution of the M. W. S.
L. I had no choice but to become a
member of the M. T. W. No. 510 of the
1. W. W. I soap-boxed for the ;Wobbles
and carried on general activities of the
union. I had long before become a
marked man on the waterfront, due to
my bitter attacks against the Seamen’s
Church Institute. Therefore, it is not
surprising that I am now a victim of
this frame-up. I had been active with
comrade Soderberg in lining up workers
on the barges, which no doubt was the
reason for my being included in this
frame-up.

I would like to give you all the de-
tails of the franme-up. In my leisure
moments, I'll write all the details of
the frame-up, which I am sure will prove
very interesting. I'll be very happy to
communicate with any comrade who
wishes to. In return for news of the
outside world, I'll give the comrades my
impressions of this place, bourgeois just-
ice and all the various manipulations
connected with it. It is very dready and
lonesome here, comrades, and you can’t
imagine until you experience it, what a
source of cheer a letter from out there
is. I've written a short appeal to the
workers on this case and I hope it may
be published in The Militant, and for
Young Spartacus.

With best wishes for the success of
the Marxian Youth Club, and revolution-
ary greetings,

Yours fraternally,
(Signed) WILLIAM TRAJER.

“Of all the classes that stand face to
face with the bourgeoisie to-day, the pro-
letariat alone is a really revolutionary
class. The other classes decay and fin-
ally disappear in the face of modern in-
dustry, the proletariat. is its special and
essential product” — Communist Mani-
festo of Marx and Engels.
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MARCH OF THE
'~ HUNGRY MEN

‘In the dreams of your down couches,
. through the shades of your pam-
pered sleep,
Give ear: you can hear it coming, the
tide that is steady and deep—
Givé-ear, for the sound is growing, from
desert and dungeon and den;
The tramp of the marching millions,-
the March of the Hungry Men,

A'g once the lean-limhed Spartans at

Looris’ last ascent, )
-As William'’s Norman legions through
Sussex meadows went,

As Wolfe assailed thé mountain, as
Sherman led the way from Atlanta
to Savannah—

As théy, and more than they.

So comes another army your wit cannot
compute,
THe man at arms self-fashioned, the
man you made the brute,
From farm and sweatshop gathered,
from factory, mine and mill,
With lever and shears and
dibble and drift and drill.
'They bear no sword nor rifle, yet their
ladders are on your walls,
Though the hauberk 1is turned to
jumper, the jamheux to overalls:
"They come from the locomotive, the cab
and the cobbler’s bench:
They are armed with the pick and the
jackplane, the sledge and the ax
and the wrench.

augur,

And some come empty-handed with
fingers gnarled and strong,
And some come dumb with sorrow,
some sway drunk with song,
‘But al) that you thought were buried
are stirring and lithe and quick,
And they carry a brass-bound scepter:
the brass composing-stick.

"Through the depths of the devil’'s dark-
ness, with distant stars for light,
They are coming the while you slum-
ber and they come with the might

of Right;
On a morrow—perhaps to.norrow—you
will waken and see, and then
You will hand the keys of the cities
‘to the ranks of the Hungry Men.

—R. W. K.
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In China

The failuyre of Chiang Kai-Shek to
meet the attacks of Japanese imperial-
ism in Manchuria has resulted in a mass
movement, in which the students play
a big part, against him and Japanese
imperialism, In Nanking - demonstra-
tion of over fifty thousand students, in
Shanghai mass meetings, street fighting,
etc.,, -xgsulted in the change of gov-

ernment of the later city and the resigna-
tion of Chiang Kai-Shek.

At the beginning of a wave of national
revolutionary struggle it is not unusu-
al for the students to appear in the fore-
front. The students in colonial and
semi-colonial countries form the back-
bone of the petty bourgeois intellectual
group which expects to become the
statesmen, part of the ruling apparatus
of the government, and the professionals
of the future. They represent the
ideology of the small business man
striving for democratic conditions.

The movement of the students is a
sign of the process of revolt within the
Chinese masses. It depends upon the
Communist Party and the Young Com-
munist League to utilize this mood for
the rousing of the working class for
revolutionary struggle.

of a

Communist Views On Elections

Because of the early appearance of the
first issue of Young Spartacus, we are

able only at thig ldate date to report the
election of John Bukas, Jr., a member
of the Y. C. L, to the city council of

Yorkville, Ohio—a mining and steel
town. The Young Worker (11-16-31)
mentions the election. We avail our-

selves of this opporturity to discuss
the role of Communists in elections in
a capitalist country. The question of
the class character of the state, the role
played by the Communists in-a bourgeois
government and the differences between
the tactics of the Communists and the
social democrats .(Socialists) should be
understood.

The -Communists recognize the present
day state — whethere it be a re-
public, monarchy, or a Fascist dicta-
torship—as the organ of the capitalist
class for the suppression of the work-
ing clags, The essence of the state pre-
sents itself to us largely as the army,
the navy, the police, the state militia,
the courts, -in short, the coercive forces,
with which the bourgeoisie attempts to
prevent the working class from over-
throwing the existing order of things.

Can, then, a Communist participate in
a bourgecis government in the capacity
director? The answer is: 'No

CARRY OUT LENIN'S WILL

His Last Words to the Party, Still Suppressed by the Stalinists

By the stability of the Central Com-
mittee, of which I spoke before, I mean
measures to prevent a split, so far as
such measures can be taken. TFor, of
course, the White Guard in Russkaya
Mysl (I think it was S. E. Oldenburg)
was right when, in the first place, in
his play against Soviet Russia he banked
on the hope of a split in our party,
and when, in the second place, he banked
for that split on serious disagreements
in our party.

Our party rests upon two classes, and

for that reason itg instability is possi-
ble and if there cannot exist an agree-
ment between those two classes its fall
is inevitable. In such an event it would
be useless to take any measures or in
general to discuss the stability of our
Central Committee. In such an event
no measures would prove capable df
preventing a split. But I trust that is
too remote a future and too improbable
an event, to talk about.
- %] have in mind stability as a guar-
antee against a split in the near future,
and I intend to examine here a serious
of considerations of a purely personal
character,

“I think that the fundamental factor
in the matter of stability—from this
point of view—is such members of the
Central Committee as Stalin and Trot-
sky. The relation between themm con-
stitutes in my opinion, a big half of the
danger of that split, which might be
avoided, and the avoidance of which
might be promoted, in my opinion, by
raising the number of members of the
Central Committee to fifty or one hun-
dred.

“Comrade Stalin, having become Gen-
eral Secretary, has concentrated an en-
ormous power in his hands; and I am
net sure that he always knows how to
use that power with sufficient eaution.
On the other hand comrade Trotsky, as
was proved by his struggle against the
Central Committee in connection with
the question of the People’s Commissar-
iat of Ways of Communications, is dis-
tinguished not only by his exceptional
abilities—personally he is, to be sure,
the most able man in the present Cen-
tral Committee, but also by his far-
reaching self-confidence and a disposition
to be too much attracted by the purely
administrative side of affairs.

“These two qualities of the two most
able leaders of the present Central Com-
mittee might, quite innecently, fead to a
split; if our party does not take meas-

ures to prevent it, a split might arise
unexpectedly.

“I will further characterize the other
members of the Central Committee as
to their personal qualities. I will only
remind you that the October episode
of Zinoviev and Kamenev was not, of
course, accidental, but that it ought as
little to be used against them person-
ally as the non-Bolshevism of Trotsky.

“Of the younger members of the Cen-
tral Committee, I want to say a few
words about Bucharin and Piatakov,
They are, in my opinion, the most able
forces (among the youngest), and in re-
gard to them, it is necessary to Dbear
in mind the following: Bucharin is not
only the most valuable and biggest
theoretician of the party, but also may
legitimately be considered the favorite
of the whole party; but his theoretical
views can only with the very greatest
doubt be regarded as fully Marxist, for
there is something scholastic in him (he
never has learned, and I think never
has fully understood, the dialectic).

“And then, Piatakov—a man undoubt-
edly distinguished in will and ability,
but too much given over to administra-
tiowr and the administrative side of
things to be relied on in a serious poli-
tical question.

“Of course, both these remarks are
made by me merely with a view to the
present time, or supposing that these
two able and loyal workers may not find
an occasion to supplement their know-
ledge and correct their one-sidedness.

Dec. 25, 1922

“Postscript: Stalin is too rude, and
this fault, entirely supportable in re-
lations among us Communists, becomes
insupportable in the office of General
Secretary, Therefore, I propose to the
comrades to find a way to remove Stalin
from that position and appoint to it an-
other man who in all respects differs
from Stalin only in superiority—namely,
more patient, more leyal, mere polite,
and more attentive to comrades, less cap-
ricious, ete. This circumstance may
seem an insignificant trifle, but I think
that from the point ¢ view of preventing
a split and from the 9oint of view of
the’ relation between Stalin and Trotsky
which I discussed above, it is not a trifle,
or it is such a trifle as may acquire a
decisive significance.

—l.enin,

Jan. 4, 1923

.would benefit the workers.

-Participating in the work of the govern-.

ment, i. e, taking a seat in the ministry
or cabinet, medans only one thing—to aid
in the suppression of the working class,

.This the Communist cannot do.

The Socialists In Aection

It is in the tactics pursued in this
respect that the bourgeois character of
the social-democratic parties retveals it-
self most vividly. The Socialist Mac-
Donald with his “Socialist Government”,
(as the Nov. 1st issue of Free Youth
(Y. P." 8. L) so proudly called it),
used the armed forces of the British
bourgeoisie to suppress the Indian mass-
es. Likewise in Germany the socialist
ministers and the socialist police chief
revealed their class affiliation by using
the police to shoot down the workers
during the May Day demonstration of
1929,

The workers do not recognize the pol-
ice as their alies. The policeman’s club
and soldier’s bayonet, whether used to
s ‘oress g strike of the food workers in
New York, the copper miners in Colorado
or the masses of Nicaragua, are re-
cognized as the weapons of the enemy
dlass. The directors of these weapons
—the capitalist state—receive and de-
serve the hatred of the class conscious
workers,

The conclusions are clear. The social
democracy, having the viewpoint and
outlook of the petit bourgeois, often takes
an active part in a capitalist government.
The Communists, representing the work-
ing class, cannot do so.

The Communist Methods

“But”, objects the newcomer to the
Communist movement, “I have geen the
Communist party on the ballot, and have
heard of the election of Communists to
the German and French legislators..
‘Would not this indicate at least a desire
to participate in a bourgeois govern-
ment?’ The answer is No. The pur-
pose of the Communist is to use the elec-
tions, and the wide publicity given to
the doings of the legislature, as a
means of making known the demands of
the revolutionary vanguard to the work-
ing class as a whole. When the Com-
munist addresses the “honorable” minis-
ters, he is availing himself of the op-
portunity to reach, not the ministers,
but the great masses of workers whom
the Communist party otherwise does not
reach. Of course the Communists will
struggle against reactionary measures
and for such social legislation which
They will
bring the dernands of the workers to the
attention of everyone. expose the class
character of the state, present the need
of a workers’ state and the path to Com-
munism. These were the tactics em-
ployed by Bebel, the elder and younger
Liebknecht, and the Russian Bolsheviks.
These are the tactics of thé revolution-
ary Communist as against the petty
bourgeois socialist.

John Bukas, Jr., has
thrust upon his ghoulders. Progressive
social legislation tending to alleviate
the sufferings of the workers of York-
ville should be advocated by him, not
merely in the chambers of the city coun-
cil, but also wherever the workers gath-
er, in the streets, in the workers’ halls,
etc. But never should he foster the ‘il-
lusion that through elections the work-
ers will be able to permanently better
their conditions. On the contrary, he
should expose the sham of capitalist de-
mocracy and stress the necessity of soc-
ial revolution as the way out.

In conclusion, the present stat: being
the organ of suppression of the prole-
tariat by the bourgeoisie, the Communists
should do all in his power to lay bare
its workings, and to work for its over-
throw and elimination. The elections
and the participation in the capitalist
legislative bodies are means through
which the Communist party attempts to
influence the widest ranks of the work-
ers and win them for its program,

—H. S.

such a tasx
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Thesis On Youth
“Question

¢

(We reprint below additional sections
from the thesis on the Youth Question
adopted at the second nationmal confer-
ence of the Communist League of Am-
erica (Opposition), held in New York
city from Sept. 24-27, 1931 Additional
sections will be printed in forthcoming
isswes of Young Spartacus.—Ed.)

THE EFFECTS OF THE CRISIS

The working youth is especially hard
hit by the present economic crises. The
miserable wages previously received by
the young workers made it impossible
for them to save any money. Unem-
ployment which has resulted in the
throwing of over two million youth out
of industry, reduces them to poverty, in-
creases their misery. The conditions of
the employed youth are being worsened
by wage-cuts, and speed-up. The absence
of trade union protection or social
legislation makes their position extreme-
ly difficult.

The crisis has the effect of driving
many working class students out of the
schools. It helps shatter their illusions
about the simplicity of getting out of
their proletarian condition.

The plight of the young workers today
is the best refutation of the much glori-
fied American democracy, “fair play”,
and “equal opportunity for all” which
the poweérful bourgeols agencies, schools,
press, church and youth organizations
have hammered into their heads. The
youth are beginning to see thig. It fur-
nishes the best objective conditions yet
known in this country for the winning
of large sections of youth away from
bourgeois ideology, the Y. M. C. A, the
Y. W. H. A, the Boy Scouts, etc, and
for the Young Communist League. To
accomplish this requires correct tactics
in the class struggle, realistic youth de-
mands and activities, a courageous, cap-
able Marxist leadership in the Y. C. L.

THE AMERICAN LEAGUE

“Even in this period of splendid oppor-
tunities for Communist youth work, the
American League is not only a mere
ghadow of the party (claiming 2,000
members) but has lost more than fifty
percent of its membership since the last
convention two years ago. The ecrisis
which has been gripping the internation-
al Communist and revolutionary move-
ment for the last few years is especially
acute in the Y. C. L. in this country.
The reign of Stalinism in the Comintern,
its false strategy and tactics, ity incom-
petent leadership, internationally as well
as nationally, combined with false youth
tactics, are responsible for the present
condition in the American Communist
youth movement,

There is not a single field of its activ-
ities in which the League can show
substantial accomplishments, No real
educational activity is carried on inside
“the League; discussions on youth tac-
tics, on trade union policies, ete,, are
a thing of the distant past. The so-
called leaders, appointed by the party

bureaucrats, are incompetents whose
chief trait is their subservience and
obedience,

In its most important function, that
of educating the youth for Communism,
the Y. C. 4. has completely failed. This
is best exemplified by the fact that the
rapid and constant turnovers of member-
ship in its ranks means, not that the
party is recruiting from the League, but
rather that the youth are turning away
from the revolutionary movement. This
is the major and most serious weakness
of the League.

The youth leagues which in the early
days of the Communist movement were
in the forefront of the struggle against
opportunism in the revolutionary move-
ment are today blinded to the growing
dangers of the compete degeneration of
the Communist party. The real strug-
gles and difficulties of the Russian Com-

Honor the Memory of Bolshevik Leaders

For Spartacus means fire and spirit,
means soul and heart, means will and
action of the proletarian revolution;
means all the sufferings and longing for
happiness, all the determination of the
class-conscious proletariat to struggle.
For Spartacus Zeans socialism and world

(Continued from Page One)
ernment issued the now famous “Junius
Pamphlet—The Crisis in the German
Social Democracy”. Here she ° proves
the complete degeneration of the official
movement, analyses the causes of the

war, its effects on the working class

movement and the road that the revolu- revolution”.

tionists should tread. On the day of her murder Luxemburg
wrote:

The Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution, led by the
Bolsheviks under Lenin and Trotsky,
found staunch support among the Spar-
tacans. (This in spite of certain tem-
porary differences based on incomplete
information)., When in 1918 the dem-
ocratic revolution released Liebknecht
and Luxemburg from prison, they imme-
diately assembled their forces to follow
the example of their Russian comrades
and establish a Soviet Germany. On Dec-
ember 81, 1918 they founded the German
Communist Party (Spartacus Bund).

Rosa, in her inaugural address, again
investigated the new problems brought
forth by the conditions of the war and
post-war period. She re-examined the
teachings of Marx and- Engels on the
questions of armed insurrection, guer-
rila warfare, force and violence, and
concluded that history had once again
placed on the agenda the tactics advo-
cated by Marx and Engels in the Com-
munist Manifesto in 1847-8, but later
proclaimed by Bngels as out-lived. (In-
troduction to the Class Struggles in
Franco-Marx). From the point of view
of theory, the disruption of the organic
stability of capitalism, the bourgeols
negation of democracy, the intensify of
the class struggle, in a word, the devel-
opment of industrial capitalism to capi-
talist imperialism, as well as from prac-
tical experience—the guerrila warfare in
Berlin even at the time of her gpeech
and the Russian Revolution—she con-
cluded that armed insurrection, the nec-
esgity of illegal organization and ac-
tivity, etc, had once again become the
correct tactics for the revolutionists. In
this speech Rosa Luxemburg shows her
almost incomparable ability to apply the
Marxian dialectic method.

Murder of Liebknecht and Luxemburg

The soclal democratic government
feared the Spartacans. In December
1918 and January 1919 when the masses
of Berlin spontaneously arose, the Spar-
tacans put themselves at the head of the
movement, On January 15th, Liebknecht
and Luxemburg were arrested and mur-
dered in the most shameful fashion by
the treacherous secial democrats.

A day prevolusly when the movement
had experienced a temporary set-back,
Liebknecht wrote in the Rote Fahne:

“Spartacus smashed! not so fast! We
have not fled, we are not defeated and
if they fetter us, we are there, and we
remain there and victory will be ours.

« «order is establighed in Berlin!’ You
fools! Your ‘order’ is built on gand!
Tomorrow the revolution will arigse again
majestic and to Yyour terror announce
with & volce of thunder—'I was, Iam, I
am to be' ",

Early Days of Communist International

This unconquerable faith and devotion
inspired the early days of the Young
Communist International. With the guid-
ing hands of Lenin and Trotsky the
Communist youth movement had taken
the first steps in teaching the young
workers to follow in the path of Lux-
emburg and Liebknecht. Lenin- emphas-
ized time and again the need of con-
ducting Communist youth education.
Bducation through struggle, anti-militar-
ist activity, work in the shops, in order
to win the youth for’ Communism—this
the Y. C. L. in its early days promised
to fulfill.

“for the last few years the Comintern
and the Young Communist International
has deviated from the path of Marxism,
from the road laid out by Lenin, Lieb-
knecht and Luxemburg. Since the death
.of Lenin (January 21, 1924) the Rus-
sian and International Communist move-
ment has been dominated by a leadersghip
which ‘strangles its growth and weakens
its influence. Education is allen to
them; anti-militarist work Is practically
non-existent. The youth Leaguers do
‘not understand the Communist position
on war and miltarism; the teachings of
Lenin, Liebknecht and Luxemburg are
either distorted or completely forgotten.
Left Opposition Youth Continues~ Work
of German Spartacans

Today when the world is agaln threat-
ened by world conflagration the working
class standg disarmed. Thé ravaging
of Manchuria by Japanese imperialism
finds the international communist move-
ment and especially the youth unable to
cope with the situation. The Intera-
tional Left Opposition; under the leader-
ship of L. D. Trotsky inherits and con-
tinues the best traditions of revolutionary
Marxism, At this time the Left Opposi-
tion youth unfurls the banner of Lieb-
knecht and Luxemburg, the banner of
Spartacus. Like them we are at present
a handful. But with faith and devotion,
with certainty as to our Marxist posi-
tion, and with determination, we raise
the cry of Lenin: Forward to clarity
and action!

—JOSEPH CARTER.
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a sharp decline in the membership of
the Young Pioneers; g complete absence
of Communist child education in its
ranks.

In the ecuuomic fleld, the League hasg
had. exceptional possibilities for growth.,
An overwhelming majority of the yvouth
are outside of even the legal “jurisdic-
tion” of the A, F. of L. unions. In the
needle trades where most of them do
aufiliary work, the so-called youth sec-
tion of the Industrial Union confines it-
self to several open-air meetings in the
regular market, the distribution of &
few leaflets for several indoor meetings,,
No real or consistent work in the shop
or factory.

munists are unknown to them; they are
taught to put unquestioned faith in the
statements and policies of  the leading
faction in the Comintern and the Rus-
sian party.

In anti-militarist work, the League,
although it has. carried on some work in
the armed forces in New York, has been
extremely negligent.  Little more than
a few cries about the svar danger in the
Young Worker have been the sum and
gsubstance of the anti-militarist cam-
paign. Even its own members are not
taught the fundamentals of Communist
anti-militarist tacties.

The struggle against the withdrawal
of the second class mailing privileges
from the Young Worker was a complete
failure. This was pre-determined by the
weakness of the paper, its inability to
reach large sections of youth its almost
worthless character ag an educator and
“collective organizer” of the young work-
ers and the complete abandonment of
the united front by the League as a
method of winning the youth,

The work of the League among the
children is best judged by the results;

“The Communists disdain to conceal
their views and aims. They openly de-
clare that their own ends can be atbain-
ed only by the forcible overthrow of all
existing conditions. Let the ruling class
tremble at a Communistic revolution.
The proletarians have nothing to lose
but their chains. They have a world to
win, Working men of all countries,
unite I"—Communist Manifesto.

Farewell, Ilich'

L 2K R 4

Lenin is no more. We have lost Lenfn,
The dark laws that govern the worzg of
the arteries have destroyed his ife.
Medicine has proved itself powerless to
accomplish what was passionately hoped
for, what millions of human hearts de-
manded.

How many, unhesitatingly, would have
sacrificed their own blood to the , ‘ast
drop to revive, to renew the work of the
arterles of the great leader, Lenk—
Ilyich, the umique, who cannot be re-
placed, But no miracle occured where
gcience was powerless. And now Lenin
is no more. These words descend upon
our consciousness like gigantic rocks fall-
ing into the sea. Is it credible, can it
be thought of?

The consciousness of the workers of
the whole world cannot grasp this fact;
for the enemy ls still very strong, the
way is long, and the great work, the
greatest of history, is unfnished; for the
working class of the world needed
Lenin as perhaps no one in the history
of the world has yet been needed.

The second attack of iliness,
was more severe than the first,
more than ten months. The arteries
“played” constantly, according to the:
bitter expression of the physiclans. It
was a terrible play with the life of Lenin.
Inlprovement could be expected, almost
complete recovery b,ut also catastrophe.
We all expected recovery, but catas-
trophe happened. The breathing center
of the brain refused to fumction and.
stifled the center of that mind of great
genius,

And now Vladimir Ilyich is no more.
The .party is orphaned. The workmen's
class is orphaned. This was the very
feeling aroused by the news of the death
of our teacher and leader.

How shall we advance, shall we find
the way, shall we not go astray? For
Lenin, comrades, is no lenger with us!

Leninism” Endures

Tenin is no more, but Leninlsm en-
dures. The immortal in Lenin, his doe-
trine, his work, his method, his example,
lives in us, ldves in the party that he
founded, lives in the first workmen’'s
State whose head he was and which he
guided.

Our hearts are now so overcome with
grief, because all of us, thanks to the
great favor of history, were born con-
temporaries of Lenin, worked with him,
and learned from him. Our party is
Leninism in practice, our party is the
collective leader of the workers. In
each of us_lives a small part of Lenin,
which is the best part of each of us.

‘How shall we continue? With the
lamp of Leninism in our hands. Shall
we find the way? With the collective
mind, with the collective will of the
party we shall find it!

And tomorow, and the day after, for
a weék, a month, we shall ask, Is Lenin
really dead? For his death will long
seem to us an improbable, an impossivie,
a terrible arbitrariness of nature.

May the pain we feel, that stabs our
hearts each time we think that Lenin
is no more, before each of us an admoni-
tion, a warning, an appeal: Your respon-
sibility is increased. Be worthy of the
leader who trained you'!

In grief, sorow, and affiliation we bind
our ranks and hearts together; we unite
more closely for new struggles. Com-
rades, brothers, Lenin is no longer with
ws. Farewell, Ilyich! Farewell, Leader!
Tiflls Station, January 22, 1924

—LEON TROTSKY.

which:
lasted

IMPORTANT DATES IN JANUARY

9th—1905. Demonstration before Win-
ter Palace in Petersburg which
led to Revolution of 1905,

15th—1919, TLiebknecht and Luxemberg
shot and murdered by the
hirelings of the social dem-
ocrat Noske in Berlin,

21st—1924. Lenin died.




