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Defend the Heroic Austrlan Workmg Class

GET READY FOR WAR SERVICES! lts Militant Struggle Against Fascism Shows

~ Shoulder arms! Right face! Forward
march! Those are the orders that we
young workers and students are going
‘to receive in a few months. That is the
plan of the Roosevelt government as
dictated by big business interests! You
who have produced wealth for others to
consume, made profits for the bosses and
then threwn on the street, jobless and
homeless, are to be called upon to reply
to the call of the “stars :and stripes”.
“You were told in schools, by your preach-
ers and rabbis, by the daily press, that
the World War of 1914-1918 was fought
to make the world safe for democracy.
Millions were killed and wounded in
that war: the entire world still suffers
as a result.

The ‘capitalists are ready for war for

'Ch’ild Labor Thrives
‘Under N.R.A.

“What are you Reds yelling about,
hasn’t Roosevelt abolished child labor?”
Who has not heard this argument? An-
other myth manufactured by Roosevelt’s
ballynoo machine. The daily newspa-
pers give wide publicity to this nonsénse.
Let us see what the facts are.

Certain codes provide for the abolition
of child labor under the age of 16. TLet
us take the textile industry as an exam-
ple. Between 1920 and 1930 there was a
‘decrease of 59.6 percent in. the number
of children employed in textiles through-
‘out the United States. South Carolina
and Georgia showed an increase in child
labor in the same period of 23.7 and 11.9
percent respectively. The decline in the
employment of child labor was due to
the decrease of the wages of the un-
skilled adult labor used to replace’ it.
Why hire a child when an adult can do
more; efficient work at the same or a
lower pay?

But are the child laborers, eliminated
in textiles? Many of them fake their
ages—for those replaced are not prqhded

fo;‘——and become learners, apprentices
and helpers. The codes do not provide
minimum wages financially far these

worekrs. A typical example of what
happens ‘s given by Courtenay Dinwid-
die, Secretary, National Child Labor
Comtnittee (American Federationist —
January 1934.) :

«A Joint Committee to Investigate
Wages' and Labor Conditions of Children,
appomted last spring by the Pehnsyivania
Legislature, has recently submitked its
report; this Committee interviewed a
16-year old girl who, in April, had been
‘working at the rate of 9 cents am hour,
and in August (when the plant was un-
der the NRA) was working in the same
plant as a learner for three weeks with-
out any pay.”

(Continued on page Eight)

Roosevelt has his NRA
machinery well oiled for war purposes!
How about vou, the young worker who
will be wsed as the cannon-fodder? What
will you do? Axe you going to shoulder
a rifle for the “stars and stripes”? Will
you who have produced profits for the
bosses, who have been thrown on the
streets. into hunger and misery, are you
going to fight for the bosses?

“Nope, I won't fight for the fat-bellied
parasites”, many of you will say. Maybe!
What are you doing now to prepare your-
self for the war? All the means at the
disposal of the bhosses will be used—as
in the last war—to show you that your
place is in the trenthes to fight for dem-
ocragy and freedom. Many, if not most
of you, who now are cocksure that you
will not fight will be made punch-drunk
by this powerful propaganda. How are
you going to avoid it?

There is only one way. KFind out the
causes of war, the fundamental causes
that will lead to the next war, take your
place with those who "are fighting the
war. against war. In your shops, factor-
ies or schools you should gather around
you those who are against bosses’ wars.
Join the organization which is prepar-
ing a war against war. Join the Spar-
tacus Youth Clubs!

more profits!

Bankruptcy of Socialist Reformist Program

With a heroism that is an inspiration
to all militant fighters against capitaiism,
the Austrian workers fought an  avmed
struggie agaiest the reactipnary Duiliuss
government and its Fascist henchmen.
the Heimwehr., Ior sc cral days,
mencing Feb. 12th, the Socialist work-
ors despite all.obstacles conducted a rev-
olutionary defense of .their organizations
and institutions. Provoked by the Heim-
wehr, the Fascist military organization in
Austria financed by Mussolini, they bar-
ricaded themselves in their homes, cel-
lars und public buildings and gave battle
to these barbaric defenders of wage ‘slav-

ery.
Defenseless women and children were
murdered by Dollfuss’ troops. Any

\worker caught with a rifle in his hand

was execyted. Hospitals were bombard-
od. TUncounted thousands - were killed.
All for the preservation of the dog-eat-
dog system of capitalism!

It is ‘under this system that the work-
ory were thrown out of jobs, and forced
into poverty and starvation. “When the
workers' profest assumes a threatening
character, the bosses resort to their most
violent form of government, Fascism.
This they did in Italy in 1922, Germany

YOUTH SUPPORT HOTEL STRIKE

New York. the -militant
strike of the hotel and restaurant work-
ers, various youth organizations organ-
ized a United Youth Tag Day Commit-
tee to raise funds for the general stuke
These organizations include the Yipsels,
Spartacus Youth Clubs, Young Circle
League, Paole Zion Youth, Young Com-
munist League (Opposition) —TLovestone
group—and the Student League for In-
dustrial Democracy.

The general strike was precipitated by ¢
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel management
firing of a member of the Amalgamated
Hotel and Restaurant Workers Union.
The Union issued a call for a general
strike for union recognition, the forty-
eight hour week maximum, minimum
wage of $20 and a scale for different kind
of work. The workers responded in
thousands. For the first time in many
vears these wage slaves challenged the
powerful bankers who control the large
New York hotels. Unionized for the
first txme, the workers enthusiastically
organized their mass picket lines and
strike action. They are determined to
change their’ mirerable w01k1ng condi-
tions.

NRA ACTS AS STRIKEBREAKER.

Recently the NRA board intervened
in the strike and put through an agree-
ment between the Amalgamated and the
hotel association which included provi-

sions for the :eturn of the strikers to be
handled by shop committees, the firing of
scabs and the examination of the work-
ers’ demands by NRA board two weeks
after the agreement. The “Amalgamated
was recognized by the board as the or-
ganization which would present the or-
ganized workers’ demands.

The hotel owners broke their agree-
ment. They refused to deal with the
shop committees or rehire the mass of
strikers. The NRA board, true to its role
as a strike-breaking 'agency of the boss-
es, immediately launched an attack on
the Amalgamated and supported the hotel
owners.

LEFT WING FIGHTS FOR
CLASS STRUGGLE POLICY

The Union replied by reopening the
strike, organizing a, mass demonstra-
tion, and reinforcing the picket lines.
Many of the workers who are support-
ers of Roosevelt and the NRA are now
seeing the real meaning of the ‘“New
Deal”.

The Communist and Left wing elements
in the TUnion, grouped around the Com-
munist League, whe have been and are
active in the strike, are hastening the
process of disillusionment in the ‘“pro-
labor” character of President Roosevelt
and his program. In this way they serve
to strengthen the strike and build a mili-
tant, class struggle union.

tany mass resistance of the workers.

com-’

‘ ions,

in early 1933, and today in Austria!

Hitlerism became victorious without
The
Social Democracy and the Stalinized Com-
munist Party of Germany had made the
workers incapable of fighting. But who
is responsible for the defeat of the Aus-
trian working ‘class?

The Stalinized Communist Party of
Austria had been wiped out by a paper
decree months ago. The Austrian Social
Democratic Party had a powerful organi-
zation, complete control of the trade un-
60% of the voters of Vienna, and
409 of the voters of Austria. How is it
that such a tremendous organiation which
had Dbehind it the decisive section of the
working class could not defeat the onrush
of reaction and Fascism?

This is the question which must be posed
by all true militants in the class strug-

¢le. Upon the understanding of the ans-
wer  depends the entire future of the
world working class movement, even

more, the entire future of humanity. For
if Rascism is victorious throughout the
entire -world it meauns the cultural set-
back of humanity for tens of years, un-
told misery amd degradation.

The problem must he tackled funda-
mentally. All sertimental and emotion-
al considerations must be brushed aside.
The young .Socialist who tries to substi-
tute blind admiration for such leaders as
Bauer and Deutsch, who were in the
midst of the fighting for an examination
of facts and policies, is not doing justice

(Continued on page Iight)

“YOUNG SPARTACUS”
IN DANGER

This is the first issue of YOUNG
SPARTACUS since last November. De-
spite the need and demand for the paper
the financial response of the Spartacus
Youth Clubs and our sympathizers has
bheen extremely poor. Swiftly we are ap-
proaching a war crisis and yet we can-
not get our national voice published re-
gularly. In this time o1 great events,
YOUNG SPARTACUS, should reach thou-

sands of youth who are being taught
loyalty td the system which  oppresses
them. It should appear far more ofter

than once a month. Yet we have been
unable to sustain it as a monthly.

Our paper is the national coordinator
of the activities of tlie Spartacus Youth
Clubs; can become their active spokes-
man and organizer. A real organization is
impossible without a national newspaper.
Organization ik what is needed to meet
the demands of today and in preparation.
for tomorrow.

Are we to have a regular appearing
YOUNG SPARTACUS? The answer de-
pends upon the financial replies of the
readers!
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Students' Activities
Against Reaction

Seven students have been expelled from
(Ohio State University for refusal to take
military training. The University has
tor many years had compulsory military
education regulations, During that per-
jod it was relatively easy for' a student
to claim exemption on religiqus grounds
or as a conscientious objector. This
vear, however, a greater number applied
for exemption than had been the case
previously. Sixteen applications were re-
jected—sixteen who were suspected of be-
ing a bit more radical than the others.
Of the sixteen, seven remained firm in
their refusal to capitulate. Much can be
said in criticism of the stand taken by
the seven, a stand that is distinctly paci-
fist and consequently shows an incompre-
hension of how to fight capitalist militat-
ism.

What ix xignifieant in the above case is
the increaxing emphasis that schools have
been placing upon military education in
the past year. Last year President Rob-
inson of City College of New York expell-
ed twenty-one students for participating
in an anti-R.0.T.C. (Reserve \Oﬁicers
Training Corps) demonstration. None of
these has as Vet been reinstated—nor is
it likely that anyone will. And at about
the same time, Mq_x:ris Oshatz, a student
in New Utrecht High School, was expel-
led for distributing an anti-R.0.T.C. leaf-
let. Oshatz was reinstated after wide
spread student sentiment bad compelled

it.
Militant Student Expelled

Poday. Oshatz is again under attack by
the corrupt school administration. Not
as the result of anti-war work this time.
But the R. 0. T. C. was used tb keep him
out of the school,

¥or many yvears students in New Utr-
echt Iigh School (Brooklyn) have been
complaining of poor food and exorbitant
prices in the school lunchroom. The
profits of this management at the expense
of the students, who are not permitted
to leave the building for their lunch, and
the workers who are paid miserable wages
were, and are, pocketed by private indivi-
duals. After petitions for reform had
been contemptuously rejected by ‘Prin-
cipal Potter, with the aid of sfudent
police, teachers and uniformed policemen,
the students decided upon a boycott of
the . lunchroom.

On Tuesday, Jan. 9, Oshatz, a leader of
the National Student League chapter in
the school, spoke to the students en-
couraging them to continue their fight.
Potter himself superintended the drag-
ging of Oshatz to the office. Oshatz, to-
gether with eight protesting: students, was
suspended. The cight were subsequently
reinstated, but Oshatz was after investi-
gation by the Board of Education trans-
ferred to another school.

The New Utrecht students carried their
fight to Mayor La Guardia who bruskly
ignored the delegation of the students.
However, lunchroom conditions have been
improved—the direct result of student
action. But Oshatz has not yet been
taken back to New Utrecht, though the
students have demonstrated for the pur-
pose.

Wash. Student Conferences

During the Chriztmas vacation several
student groups held national conventions
in Washington, D. C. It is impossible to
obtain a clear picture of what happened
at these conforences from the printed re-
ports. One thing doex however stand out
clearly, and that is the lack of clarity
which characterizes them all—from the
patriotic National Student Federation to
the most radical, the National Student
League. All the groups were to partici-
pate in a united front Student Confer-
ence On Politics which was to plan a pro-
«ram of joint action on student issues.
Nothing came of the latter conference,
cxcept & committec. What appears to be

Take Steps to Unify S.Y.Cs.

Our movement must reach and organize
thé American young workers and stu-
dents. All efforts must be made to con-
sidate our ranks, clarify our members,
educate them in Marxism. In the shops
and factories our comrades should organ-
ize committees to fight for the workers
demands, win the youth for the ‘class
struggle and the Spartacus Youth Clubs.

Today anti-militarist work must im-
mediately be put on the agenda of every

Spartacus Youth Club. The current is-

sue of YOUNG SPARTACUS offers ma-
terial that should help in this work. It
will be supplemented by an internal bul-
letin for Club members on anti-militarist
work. If this task is taken up seriously
the Clubs will become the center of the
militant youth movement.
CLUBS MUST SUPPORT SPARTACUS
To make this possible it is necessary
to have the closest cooperation among the
Clubs. At the present stage this can
be done only through the National Youth
Committee of the Communist League
which has been instrumental in organiz-
ing the Clubs. The committee will func-
tion as the provisional national commit-
tee of the 8. Y. C.'s pending a national
conference.

Th Committee has already sent out
the first internal bulletin—on the Inter-
national Youth Conference—and two cir-
cular letters to the Clubs. Through bul-
letins'and letters, which are intended for
discussion and comments, field organiza-
tions and speakers the committee will aid
the development of a& national Spartacus
Youth League, i

Above all, YOUNG SPARTACUS must
receive greater attention at Club meet-
ings. Each Club has been
elect a committee of three to solicit ar-
ticles for Y. S. We want reports of the
Clabs’ activity, news from the comrades
organizing the yguth in the shops and
schools, articles on- the activities of the
young workers, in the vicinity of the
Clubs. '

The Clubs should seriously discuss all
means of raising funds for YOUNG
SPARTACUS. Ordering bundles of the
paper, and paying for them, getting re-
gular monthly pledges from the members,
holding social affairs for Y. 8. will in-
sure its regular apearance, Once ‘his
is obtained yearly subscriptions—at the
low rate of 25¢ a year—will be easy to
obtain. We await the response of the
Clubs.

NEW CUTS HIT

HIGH SCHOOLS |

Chicago.—Scoring the hypocritical ges-
tures of the Chicago Board of Education,
the student fraction of the Chicago
Spartacus Youth Clubs has recently is-
sued a leaflet containing the demands of
the students. The leatlet exposes the pam-
phlet cof the school board, “The Public
Nchools Must Not Close”. It states that
“....the whole road that the Board is
traveling is leading towards a crash of
the vehicle of public education. The
pamphlet is an attempt to justify the
staggering blows at the Board dealt the
Chicago schools last July".

The board has already eliminated
Crane College, the junior high schools,
all continuation schools except Wash-
burn, reduced the teachers by 25%, re-
duced the schol year to nine months and
curtailed extra-curricular activities. But
these are only first steps, the- leaflet
states. Following the suggestiohs of the
United States Chamber of Commerce,
further restrictions on public education
are expected. Reduction of the high
school course from four to three years
and the grammayr school course from eight
to seven years, abolition of free text

books and tuition charges for high schools
are among the actions expected.

How this retreat in education is caus-
ed by the economic crisis of Amerlcan
capitalism is briefly explained by the
leaflet. It concludes its appeal to 'the
students by stating that:

“The parents’, students’ and workers’

organizations must unite to stop g the
school-wreckers and to struggle for
further progress in .education. It must

be understood that without the support,
collaboration and leading role of -the
working class, no noteworthy gains can

:be made, Fellow Students demand:

1. Against All Cuts in Education!
2. Use of R.O.T.C. (Reserve Officers
Training Corps) Funds for Educa-
tional Purposes!
Free Four-Year City Colleges!
Complete Academic Freedom !
Return of the Junior High Schools!
Adequate Physical Education!
An increase in the School Personal
and Their Wages!
8. Higher Level in School System than
Prior to the Budget Cut!”

SIS sk W@
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the major result of the conference is the
attempt of each participating organiza-
tion to lay-the responsibility for disrup-
tion on the others.

The Student ILeague for Industrial
Democracy and the Natioanl Student
T.eague entered into unity negotiations
upon the initiative of the N. S. L. Fus-

ion was rejected by the S. L. I. D. on the

grounds that while it was a socialist
body, the N, S. L. was Communist (!)
in nature. Instead of immediate fusion
the 8. I. I. D. proposed a period of joint
collaboration after which the matter may
again be, bronght up. Thus far they are
proceeding in that fashion, uniting on
various issues in many schools. (And we
can remember the day when the N. 8. L.
vigorously asserted that it would never
form a united front with the I. L. D. on
anything, those rotten social-Fascists!)
Now there is nothing wrong with un-

ity. If we accept both organizations as
student “unions”, and as necessary, then

we must by all means advocate a merg-
ing of the two. Is, however, such an or-
ganization, or even a Communist student
organization permissible? At this time
we merely pose the question., A discus-
sion on this. very subjeet is now -in pro-
gress in our ranks, We will return to
the principle consideration of this ques-
tion in future issues of YOUNG SPAR-

TACUS. Meanwhile the National Youth
Committee invites you to send it your
opinions. )

All our student readers are urged to
send in reports on what is happening in
their schools, both in reference to actual
school conditions and to the activities
of the student organizations.

S.P. Supported
World War

(A great myth has been establshed
that the Ap.erican Socialist Party had

a militant program against the World
War and American particination in it.

We reprint two gyotatons from a Social-
ist authority, Nathan Fine, the director

of the Rand School Research Department

—¥armer and Labor Parties in the Uni-

ted States.—Eds.)
* k % %

“Within a year of the St. Louis Con-
vention of 1917 the position of important
of New York City, the center of the anti-
war feeling, when they were clected in
the previous_November, came out in
April of 1918 in support of the third

invited to~

Y.P.S.L. Convention
Shows !'f_‘_t Trend

Representing. approximately 1,100 mem-
bers, the city convention of the New
York Young Peoples Socialist League re-
flected the deep going ferment golng om
in the American Socialist movement om
fundamental questions. The easy victory
of Fascism in Germany and the world
shaking events following it have had a
marked effect on the minds, outlook and
moods of the young Socialists.

Most significant of all the resolutions
presented to the convention were two onm
“The Road to Power”. The mere title of
the resolutions ‘are good indications of
the seriousness with which many of -the
young Socialists are beginning to face the
tasks before them. Both resolutions
come out for the “dictatorship of the pro-
letariat”! The extreme Right wing of
the Yipsels has not as yet introduced
its position, though it is expected that
it will do so in the form of amend-
ments when the resolutions come up for
vote at a city-wide membership meeting.

One of thése resolutions poses the
question , very abstractly: the phrase
“dictatorship of the proletariat” may be
interpreted to be synonomous with- what
Socialists usually refer to as the Social-
ist state, The other resolution, though
in sections confused, is far clearer and
expresses the view that only the violent
overthrow of the capitalist class and the
revolutionary dictatorship of the working
class can usher in socialism. The views
of the membership are yet to be recorded.

Two things handicab the development
of the young Socialists towards a full
revolutionary Communist position. First,
is that many of them associate Commun-
ism with Stalinism—they are repelled by
the anti-working class practices and
stupid theories of the Stalinists. Second,
is the absence of a clear-cut Left wing
group in the Yipsels or the Socialist party.
At present the more radical elements are
divided into various groups,
which appears incapable of taking the
lead—due to its own unclarity and or-
ganizational inexperience—to" consolidate
the growing Leftward sentiment in the-
Socialist movement.

These elements did not have due prim-
arily to these reasons, a majority of the
delegates at the city convention. This
was shown by the defeat of an amend-
ment to the resolution on the NRA which
called upon ‘Socialists not to participace
on NRA Mbor boards. ' '

-The united front issue was raised ia
the resolution on the Scottsboro boys at
the first session. It was tabled and wilt

‘come up again at the city membership

meeting of the New York Yipsels which

will take care of all unfinished business
of the convention.

liberty loan. Algernon Lee, the leader of
the aldermanic delegation, explained that
sections of the Soclalist Party, Had
changed. The seven .sccialist aldermenm
the results of the International Socialist
and Labor Conference, the attacks by -
Germany upon Russia which had had
its second revolution and above all, the
support that Wilson gave to the terms
of peace which Socialists in America and
abroad favored, made it unnesessary te
oppose the war as such; that by support-
ing the liberty loan, encouragement
would be given the president to continue
his negotiations for a settlement that the
radicals desired”. Pages 320-321.
* *® )

“In truth then, both as an independent
socialist body, and through the liberal
and pacifist Peoples’ Council which it
sponsored and supported, the Socialist
party did not stand in 1918 where it stood
in April 1917. Whatever the reasons, the
fact remained that by the middle of 1918
important sectioys of the party were ne
longer seriously, if at all, opposéd to the
war. By this time also thef sociallsi'
needle trade unionus came out quite openiv
in favor of the war.” Page 322.

each of <~
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C.C.C. Boys Report their Experiences in the Camps

(We print the articles on the Civil Con-

servation Corps to give to our readers a
picture of the experiences of the boys in
the camps. It is to be expected thiat in
different camps there are slightly different
qonditions, in some the dlsc‘lpline is
stronger than others; there are reports
that some of the camps have drill without
guns, others have no drill—as yet. In
a number of the camps the food is rotten;
in others the food—sometimes because of
protest—is tolerable.
. But one thing is clear—from official
avowals, reports and@ articles which we
print: the aim of the camps is to revive
the faith in bosses’ Americanism, loyalty
and patriotism in the minds of the youth
so as to make them better wage slaves
and ready for war.

All ‘military experts are unanimous in
th‘ view that the important requisites for
a soldier are a:'“high morale”, obedience
and subservience to the commanding offi-
cers. It is this spirit whick is being in-
culcated in the young workers.

It is the task of the Spartacus’ Youth
to counteract this patnotlc nonsense of
the bosses and win the youth for militant
struggle against wage slavery and im-
perialits wars. Ed.)

‘Work in Washington Forests

On June 2, 1933 I enrolled at the
Army post at Fort Slocum, N. Y., This
army business was something none of
us/ liked. +We éeven figured out that it
would have been cheaper for the gov-
ernment had it paid us unemployment in-
surance at $2 a day at home instead of
going to all the trouble of enrolling men,
finding suitable camp sites, getting ex-
perienced workers, providing food, cloth-
ing, shelter and transportation.

Then why the camps? Because the
C.C.C.,camps ave not merely work projects
but at the same time means of restoring
our shaken faith and loyalty, our illusions
and prejudices about American - institu-
tions. Here we were under their im-
medidate control and influence; here could
be developed as- an enormous miiltary
regerve; as a powerful stirke-breaking
force. And it was done.

‘I was sent to a‘camp near Wenatchee,
in the state of Washington. Camp life
was permeated with the military atmos-

phere.. Discipline itself was not very
strict. In fact it was often quite lax

and some attempts were even made by
our officers towards freedom and hbertles
—_but the whole military theory under-
lying the organization precludes any real
.succgss' in this directiox}. We felt the
presence of superior authority; the free-
dom that was offered was not ocmplete,
equal one but rather a condescension, a
concession of the system to attract us.
Thus, while on the one hand wé had no
armed dmll no saluting, no actual mili-
tary training, on the other hand, there
was the complete saturization with the
military spirit: respect for superior offi-
cers, instant obedience. This military
“ideology, coupled with paternalist ration-
ing out of food, clothing, shelter, equip-
ment and amusements tends to create
and develop that peculiar police psychology
of unthinkingness and mental stagnation.

Waghington is a lumber country. Our
work was mainly road construction, in-
volving a good deal of pick and shovel
work, There was no such thing as tree
planting! As a rule we had a 5 day
week and an 8 hour day (including the
lunch hour and traveling time), but the
rule was often set aside. During the
summer months we were put to work on
hours were from 12 to 16 a day, every
day. Once a month or so we were requir-
ed to work on week-ends also, on special
duties -(kitchen work, wood cutting, ete.),
Generally speaking, however, with the
exception of these and similar emergenc-
ies, work conditions and hours were su-
perior to those of the outside world.

Our work gained for the camp the hos-

tility ‘of the Westerners. Lumbering,
road wpork, forest tire fighting are their
main occupations. Yet we in the camps
not only cut their wages (for example,
we received $1 per day while the regular
fire fighting rates are 50c per hour), but
in workng roads deprived them of the
chance to get jobs.

Things were serious when it came to
“mess”. With 36¢c a day per man, the
mess-steward could have arranged half-
decent grub. But the possibilities for graft
were too easy; he. took his rake-off.
We got only the poorest foods. On top
of that, though our cooks were selected
from those of us who had had experi-
ence, I must admit, that our -culinary
level was quite low.

Discontent at times reached the verge
of a strike. Then Commander
would give us a Qpeech tell us we were
not home, couldn't expect pie and cake,
promised to look into the matter—and for
two or three weeks the meals would im-
Dprove. But even this dissatisfaction did
‘not arouse a militant, rebellious spirit.
Our protests were comfined within the
limits of the camp system. We felt that
we wére living the. rough hard life of
the soldier and we secretly rejoiced to
see that we *‘could take it”. To such an
extent did we succumb to our environ-
ment!

We had a radio, (though it broke down),
a few books, ‘magazines and the New
York newspapers. Recently evening
classes in history, civies, English, eton-
omics and certain industrial courses have

Seely -

The chief amusement was
There we had movies,
—K.

been set up.
the trip to town.
dancing, and women.

Expelled From Peckskill

1 joined the Civil Conservation -Corps
because I was hungry and had been un-
employed for a long time. And, also, 1

‘believed what Roosevelt and all the news-

papers were saying about the “pew school
for young manhood” that was being crea-
ted. .
After a short training period at Camp
Dix, I was sent to Peekskill, New York,
where real work was supposed to begin.
The captain, an old army man, welcomed
us with a short talk which was so chock-
full of an atmospehre of order and com-
mand, that I felt immediately that-I was
in for things I hadn’t signed up for.
The following day on a cold welear
mornmg we were lined up and assigned
to dutv +1 got into the camp detail, or

 as the boys called it, the street cleaning

job. My friend was sent into the plumb-
ing detail—bhe soon found out he was a
diteh digger.

Pleasures of camp life were numerous.
The food was sloppy, poorly cooked and
very starchy. The coffee was made in
a large ash can and tasted like it. The
medical treatment was barbarous. One
doctor was assigned three camps, 600 boys.
Illness without a fever was not recognized
and was fined. Colds were cured by pills
and work. Forty bovs slept in a wooden

PREPARE FOR THE COMING WAR

The American boss class is preparing
for war. What are we to do about it?
Are we going to wait until the war breaks
out before we act? Not if we are real
anti-war fighters?

Tirst -and foremost is clarity on the
causes for war. Second and indispens-
ible is the consolidation of the organiza-
tion which teday begins the struggle
against war and prepares itsellf for
action.

How do wars come about?
due to *‘bad politicans”

We International-Communists do not
think so. We understand that wars are
the logical development of class politics.
Capitalist politics have various forms the
essence of which is the same; the con-
tinuation and development of the system
of wage slavery, of exploitation of the
many by the few.

First bosses politics’ aim to suppress
the working class at home. When they
cannot do this by deception and illusions
they employ armed force—this leads to
civil war. In such a struggle the mili-
tant workers cannot reject the use of
arms to defeat the bosses and establish
a workers’ dietatorship.

Second, is the politics of the capitalist
world against the workers’ state, the
Soviet Union. This struggle is nothing
but an extension of the class struggle
between the workers and bosses at home.
Here again the militant workers must
use all meang to aid the Soviet Union in

Are they

its struggle against the imperialist
powers.
Third, the politics of the imperialist

government against the colonial and semi-
colonial people. We see this strikingly
in the history of American politics in
Cuba. If the Cuban people take to arms
against the American masters it is the
duty of American class conscious work-
ers to support the struggle qf the Cubans
for national emancipation, if possible, to
the extent of armed support.

Fourth, the politics which regulate the
relafions between the imperialist powers.
As in all previous cases, if “peaceful”,
diplomatic means cannot insure the de-
mands of the stronger power, it will re-
sort to armed warfare. Such is the
gituation between the U. S. and Japan

today. The war will not be caused by

“accidents”, these “accidents” will be
only the matches which will light the
accumulated conflict which has develop-
ed over years. In such a war the work-
ers can gain nothing by the victory of
either power. They must fight to defeat
their own governmenf so that working
class victory can really be the outcome
of the war. The workers- in the other
countries should do likewise. Only in
this way the workers can really gain by
that barbaric method, war, which ultim-
ately is the only way disputes can be
settled under capitalism.

By strikes and damonstrations, frater-
nization with the “enemy” on the war
front, the militant workers’ movement
can grow until it is in a position, with
the majority of toilers behind it, to turn
the imperialist -war into a civil war and
establish a workers’ dictatorship which
will suppress the former master’s class.
and lead the way for a classless society.

But this is not so simple. It requires
intelligent, and courageous forces, well
organized and disciplined. For that we
need a workers’ vanguard, a revolution-
ary party. That is why the Communist
League of America considers as its main
task today thé building of this workers’
leadership. In addition is needed a spe-
cial youth organization which can satisfy
the particular needs of the young work-
ers and students. That is the aim of
the Spartacus Youth Clubs.

Facing the facts in the face, we under-
stand that when war breaks out all the
instruments of the master class will be
employed to get the young workers to

fight for the bosses. We must begin
counter-acting their propaganda—which
is well under way—immediately. Tt will

be ten thousand times more difficult when
war is on us. That is why now is the
time to act.

The Spartacig Youth Clubs have a
heavy load to carry. Though small and
isolated they have to carry the message
of communism to the mass of young work-
ers., What is required is greater inner-
consolidation, well-knit national coordin-
ation, greater clarity and more action!
Militant youth, join the Spartacus Youth
Club! “Prepare for war!™

‘from a ecapitalist production?),

tions,

barrack poorly heated by two wood
burning stoves that .demanded constant
attention—on our own time. Hot water
for baths was a rarity. In faet, the
only time I bathed was when I went to
the city. Cqld water there was ¢ o 1d4.

Our athletic equipment consisted of one
football and one basketball (200 boys).
Very few of the boys had any chance to
use them because of the vicious favorite
system practiced. Toadying and squeeling
were encouraged as patriotic actions.
There was a library but it never opened
for circulation. In "need of some kind
of diversion my friend and I organized a
discussion group on the topics of the
day, i. e,—camp conditions, the NRA, etc.

We held one meeting of abBout a dozen
boys. After that the fireworks began.
A week later I was called into the Cap-
tain's ofﬁ(-o, pumped for information as
to whethvr I was connected with any
radical organization in the city and
warned against holding any more dis-
cussion groups. On January 6th I was
called off my job and escorted by the
foreman and sergeant as if 1 were a
dangerous fellow, I was brought to the
office for my trial.

DISCHARGED FOR ORGANIZING
STUDY GROUP

The court was opened by the Captain
who was acting as judge, jury and pros-
ecutor. Two of my friends became my
defense. The chief witness for the prose-
cution was the head foreman of the West-
chester County Park Commission. He
trumped up some sabotaging on the work.
By making use of the fset that snow had
prevented us from working, he phonied
up statistics on production. He stated
that before I came the hoys worked like
inen—he meant dogs or horses. We proved
}lim wrong and also pointed out the fact
that before he came on the scene the
Westchester County Pack County was pay-
ing $5 a day to unemployed men on the
same job.

We were too effective—and T was dis-
honorably discharged. My friénd came
tumbling after with the same dose. I
want to tell you readers of SPARTACUS
that they're bulldozing every living boy
in these camps. Ireedom of speech is a
thing unheard of. Those camps were
put up to keep hundreds of thousands of
homeless and hungry youth from thinking
about their conditions. Rooseyelt and the
system he represents, capitalism, can’t get
away with it by sticking these boys away
off in forest§ and app}ying a dog rule.
If my friend and I were kicked out, there
will be others to raise their voices in
protest against the CCC and against the
vicinos system that makes such things
necessary. H. S.

“FORGOTTEN MEN"

To every Tom, Dick and Harry that
thinks war is glory, we advise a trip to
the movie “Forgotten Men"”. Although
this film does not and cannot explain the
true causes of war (what can one expect
it does
not flinch from showing authentic pie-
tures of what the last world war really
looked like. Instead of roses and carna-
the soldiers were showered with
bullets and shrapnel; instead of clean,
fresh uniforms, there were l'ugs covered
with mud and blood. The sbldiers spent
their rest hours picikng lice off their

bodies and clothing. (Some reaction—
ch, what!) Tt wag great sport. avoiding
bullets (running in betwecen them  as

they fell), fighting gas attacks, and know-
ing that the end would come by being
blown to pieces. Fun it was to trip over
dead bodies, to be spiked to death by
soldiers of the other side, to burn up in
planes or go down in «hips. It was
great—this war was. But we gladly pass
all the joy and happiness on to the boss.
es. Let them fight their own wars! We
rave ours to fight and win,
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Licbknecht’s Anti-Militarist Struggle

~Anti-militavist propaganda  must  be
cast over the whole nation like a wide
net. . The proletavian youth must be sys-
tematically imbued with class-conscious-
ness and with hatred of militarism. This
kind of agitation would warm the hearts
and rouse the youthful enthusiasm of the
voung proletarians. The proletarian youth
belongs tn Social Democracy, to Social
Democrasic anti-militarism. It must,
and will be won over if everyone does
his duty. He who has the youth has the
amy.”

That ix how Karl Liebknecht concluded
hix brilliant pamphlet (originally a speech

mnade in 1906) “Militarism and Anti-Mili-,

tarism'. Substitute the world “Com-
munist” for *“Social Democracy’—since
the Iatter has been cast overboard By
true revolutionaries since the Russian
Revolution of 1917—and it applies to the
hilt today.

EDUCATION OF YOUTH .

Liebknecht devoted the best part of his
life organizing the youth. For he stated
“We must not overlook the question of
the education of the young people, which
js the most essential part of anti-mili-
tarist propaganda’.

In “Militarism and  Anti-Militarism”
Liebknecht shows the various functions
of capitalist’ wilitarism: to suppress the
workers at home, to oppress the colonial
people, and to fight against other capi-
atlivt nations. He cites country after
country where armed {roops were em-
ployed against strikers. The section on
the United States is especially interesting
to those not acqyuainted with the details
of American labor history.

ARMED FORCES AGAINST
AMERICAN WORKERS.

As ecarly as January 1874 New York
policemen attacked a workers' demonstra-
rion-in Tompkins Square, N2w York. The
use of the state militia duridg the rail-
road strike of 1877, the armed forces
employgd against workers in Chicago,
May 1886 (Haymarket riot), the armed
«trugele during the IHomestead strike of
July 1892, the use of federal troops in
the Pullman strike of 1894 are cited as
examples of the aim of the military
forces against the workers.

In the second section of his  book,
Tiebknecht traces the anti-militarist
work in the various countries. This
gection is in reality a brief history of
the socialist youth organizations up to
1906, The activities of the pioneer youth
organization in the struggle against cap-
_italist militarism, the Belgium “Young
Guards” are discussed at length.

THE NEED FOR SPECIAL
ANTI-MILITARIST WORK.

A speciul chapter is devoted to the
need for special anti-militari<t work. At
that time ax today the Socialist leaders
held that this is unnecessary. It has “dan-
gers”, “we must fight Against capitalism”,
Tichknecht quite corveetly replied:

“We are conscious in the clearest pos-
sible way of the role which militarism
plays under capitalism: and, of course,
we have not the remotest idea of setting
wilitarism above capitalism or on a level
with it because iv constitutes a part of
capitalism, It is more correctly speak-
ing. a specially pernicious and danger-
ous manifestation  of  capitalism. Our
whole agitation against capitalism is
directed againgt the life  manifestations
of capitalixm in which it assumes con-
crete shapt, We can indicate the dom-
ain of the anti-wmititarist fight to a cer-

YOUNG SPARTACUS
Published Monthly hy the National
Youth Committee. Communist League

of America (Opposition) at

126 E. i6th St., N. Y C

VOL. 3, No. 1 (Whole No. 19)
MARCH 1934
Subscription rate: $.25 per year; Can-
ada and foreign, $0.35. Bundle orders,
» cents a copy.: single copies, 3 cents.

tain extent as something apart from the
general politieal struggle. something
alongside the Trade Union struggle or
oven #dlongside the co-operative and edu-
cational struggle, if you will. 1In other
words, we are anti-militarists as anti-
capitalists.”

This does not mean that anti-militarist
work is separated from the other sec-
tions of Communist activity. On the con-
trary it is intimately connected with
trade union work, educational, ete. Other-
wise the work is futile and ipeffective.
LIEBKNECHT PUTS HIS THEORIES

INTO PRACTISE.

Liebknecht put into practise his anti-
militarist teachings. During the World
War he learned at first hand the necessity
of work in the military forces. Xe was
active in the army. While an enlisted
soldier he put on ecivilian clothes and
spoke to a mass demonstration in Berlin
on May 1st, 1916, and raised the slogan:
“War against War”. Clearly understand-
ing the class nature of wars he taught
that the workers must use the arms given
them by the boss class for their own
emancipation.

It was with arms in hand that Lieb-
knecht led the brave Spartacus fighters
in January 1919 in Berlin. An organiz-
cr of the Communist Party of Germany
founded a few weeks earlier, Liebknecht
died at the hands of the henchmen of
the social democrat, Noske

Karl Liebknecht is a model for the
militant youth of today in the struggle

In Defence of the Paris Commune

“When the Commune was et up in
Paris after the war of 1870, we know
what bloody work had to Dbe done by
French soldiers to rescue the capital and
the country from the deadly menace.”
(New York Times editorial—Feb. S,
1034).

Long ago Karl Marx, in his brilliant
defense of the Paris Commune, “Civil
War in France”, already replied to such
infamous slander. All this chorus of
calumny, which the party of order never
fail, in their orgies of blood. to raise
against their victims, only proves that
the bourgeois of our days considers him-
self the legitimate successor to the baron
of old, who thought every weapon in his

own hand fair against the plebian while.

in the hands of the plebian a weapon of
any kind constituted in itself a crime.”

What was the “deadly menace” of the
Paris Commune which called for “bloody
work"”? This also Marx answered in
same pamphlet written a few days after
the fall of the Commune:

- “The Commune, they exclaim, intends
to abolish property, the basis of all civil-
ization! Yes, gentlemen, the Cdmlpuue
intended to abolish that class-property
which makes the labor of the many the
wealth of the few. It aimed at the ex-
propriation of the expropriators. It
wanted to make individual property a
trutlh by tyansforming the means -of pro-
duction, land and capital, now chiefly
the means of enslaving and explqiting
labor, into mere instruments of free and

aguinst wage slavery, cnp'il'alisf militar- asosciated labor. But this is Commun-

ism and its wars, ism, “impossible” Communism! Why,
Spartacus, The Rebel Leader

If one studies the development- of his- took refuge on Mount Vesuvius. Here

tory three stages stand out: these are he became a captain of the Dbrigands,

slavery, feudalism and capitalism (the
last of which still exists).” That which
is common to all three stages is, the
suppression of one class by another: the
slave Dby the slave-holder, the scrf by
the feudal lord, and foday the worker
by the capitalist. From time to time
some leader would arise among the down-
frodden clasg and attempt to lead the
overthrow of the existing order of things.

Many of these revolts were doomed to -

failure in advance, some were even reac-
fioanry in that the movement had as its
aim the turning back of the wheels of
hisory. But from all, the Communist can
wgain inspiration; they represented a re-
volt against a system of oppression,
whether that system was slavery, feudal-
ism or the present capitalist system.

Under the present system of modern
cducation, the real rebels of past and.
present wociety are relegated to a minor
role, because they were outcasts in their
times.  Men who played relatively ipsig-
nificant roles are played up and vecogniz-
ed, becanse they were the respected ones’
of their day.

THE SLAVE SYSTEM

One such rebel, leader of a revolt
against law and order was Spartacus,
the ovgawizer of the slave  pebdllion
against the Roman patriarchal system. '

The particular system with which this
period deals was called slavery, or the
slaves versus the landowning slavehold-
ers, The slaves comvrised a huge part
of the population: they were mostly pris-
eners of war. They were receiving very
cruel treatment and the first great slave
rebellion took place upder the lendership
of Spartacus. Who was Spartacus, whom
did he represent, and fhat is his <igni-
ficance?

Spartacus was the foremost leader of
the slave or Gladiatorial War against
Rome (73—71 B. C.). Ile =erved in the
toman army but seems to have deserted,
for we ave told, he was taken prisoner
aud sold ax a slave, Knowing that he
wis destined for the arena, he organized
a band of “fellow-gladiators”, and broke
onf. of a training school at Capua and

while ‘o hastily collected force of three
thousanyl men .were sent to starve out
the rebels; but the rebels succeeded in
putting the Romans to flight

Swarms of hardy and desperate men
now joined the rebels and another forece
was sent against them. But they again
outwitted the Roman army, and when the
army advanced to storm their lines they
found the rebel lines deserted.
MARCH OF THE REBELS

From Campania the rebels marched into
Lucania, and again they met with much
opposition, but their foes were vanquish-
wd. They succeeded in obtaining pos-
session of nearly, the whole of southern
Italy. The' Senate of Rome, noy fully
afraid for its safety, dispatched
consuls against the rebels. But Spartacus
overthrew them and pressed towards the
Alps.  Many tried to stop him but were
deeated. Ireedom was within sight, but
with *“fatal infatuation”, the slaves re-
fused to abandon Italy. Spartacus led
them against Rome, but they did mnet
heed him, ahd instead of attacking the
capital, they passed on again to T.ucania.

In the next battle Spartacus was de-
feated und he retreated towards the
Straits of Messina, where he intended to
met new hordes of slaves in Sicily, but
the /pirate’s who had agreed to transport
his army proved faithless. In spite of
that, Spartacus forced the lines and once
more Ifaly lay at his feet. Disunion
among the rebels, however, spoiled all.
Spartacus inflicted a severe defeat on
the vanguard of the pursuing army, but
his men refused to retreat further, and
snon afterwards the rebel army was an-
nihilated. Spartacus  died—sword - in

" hand at this battle.

Spartacus was a capable and energetic
leader. He tried very hard to organize
hiy divintegrated bands. Ilis character,
as 1 said before has been misrepresented
by " Roman writers whom hix name in-
spired with terror. This was the first
really organized attempt of the slaves to
revolt against their oppressors, and for
this reason, this event stands out in real

history. —MILDRED GELDMAN.

two.

those members of the ruling classes whe

are intelligent enough to perceive the
impossibility of continuing the preseat
system—and thdy are many—have Dbe-

come the obtrusive and full-mouthed
zipostle.\- of co-operative production. If
co-operative production is not to remaia
a sham and a snare; if it is to supersede
the Capitalist system; if united co-opera-
tive societies are to regulate national pro-
duction upon a common plan, thus mak-
ing it under their own control and put-
ting an emd to the costant anarchy and
periodical convulsions which are the
fatality of capitalist production — what
else, gentlemen, would it be but Com-
munism, *“possible” Communism?”

Thus we see that the deadly menace
was a menace to the system of , wage
slavery and oppression. And the New
York Times editor justifies the bombard-
fng of the city of Paris, thel murder of
tens of thousands of men, women and
children, the barbaric doings of the but-
cher, Gallifet! All these and more are
cssential for the continuation of the cap-
italist system of exploitation! That is
the class position of the Times.” That
is the meaning of the bloody murders of
the Austrian workers by the Dollfuss re-
gime.-

SALUTE THE PARIS COMMUNE

But the militant workers hurl back a
note of defiance to these robbhers and
butchers. On March 18th of each year
they salute the workers’ Commune of
Paris fis a beacon-light in their struggle
for - emancipation. Along the path  of
the Commune, the Russian workers .estahb-
lished their Soviet governmeni. Learning
from hoth events. the American toilers
will establish a workers' state in Amer-
ica!

SOCIALISM AND WAR

Secialists have always condemned the
wars that have occurred between nations
as a barbaric and beastly thing. Never-
theless, our attitude to war is fundament-
ally different from that - of ‘bourgeois
friends of peace (pacifist) and anarch-
ists. From the former we are to be dis-
tinguished in thut we wunderstand the
causal interconnection of wars with the
class  struggle inside the' country, and
understand that the abolition of warg is
impossible without the abolition of class
society and the victory of socialism; we
are further to be distinguished from
them in that we regard civil wars, i. e,
wars of the oppressed classes against the
oppressors, of slaves against slave owners,
of serfs against landowners, of wage-
carners against capitalidts, as lawful,
progressive and necessary. As Marxists,
we are distinguished as much from the
pacifists as from the anarchists in that
we consider necessary an historical anal-
vsis, from the standpoint of Marxist
dialectical-historical method, of each
war in detail. In the course of history
there have been not a few wars which,
in spit_e/ of cruelty, bestiality, suffering
and torture inevitably associated with any
war, were progressive, i, e, they contri-
bhuted o the development of humanity,
inasmuch as they helped to destroy par-
ticularly harinful and reactionary insti-
tutions (for example, absolutism and serf-
dom), the most barbaric despotisms im
Turope (Turkish and Russian).

The socialist must utilize the fight be-
tween the robbers in order to overthrow
them all. With this object, the socialist
must in the first place tell the people the
truth, viz., that his war is in a threefold
sense a war of slave holders for the
strengthening of slavery in the colonies
by a “fairer” division and by a further
more “united” exploitation of them.

The revolutionary class in a reaction-
ary war must desire the defeat of its owmn
government, it must see the connectiom
‘between its failure in the war and the
making easier its overthrow,

—LENIN,
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Discussion Resolution on Tasks of Spartacus Youth

We print below the draft reso-
lution on the tasks of the Spar-
tacus Youth Clubs adopted by ‘the
National Youth Committee 'of the
Communist League, of America.
‘With the publication of this draft
the columns  of the Militant were
opened for contributions on this
question. Comrades are invited to
. send in their contributions. Articles
are not to exceed 750 words.

1. The analysis of the rise and func-

‘tion of the Communist youth move-
ment contained in the theses on the
Youth Question of the 2nd National Con-
ference of the Communist League of
America (see Militant, August 15, 1931),
holds good in all its essentials today.
Particularly is this true of the first three
sections.

“1. Capltalism draws the youth of the
proletarian families into the produetive
process. The cheapness of their labor
pdwer, their physical and intellectual im-
maturity, their lack of trade union or-
ganization make them particularly profi-
table objeets for exploitation. These
same, characteristics and the needs grow-
ing dut of them-—need for physical and
4ntellectual development, for play, ‘“social
life,"—were left ,almost wholly unsatis-
fied. Trom a position of helpers and
apprentices the youth were absorbed ever
more into the general industries and pro-
cess of capitalism. .

92 The Y. C. L. was founded in No-
vember 1919 out of the need for an or-
ganization which would attract the
working youth towards Communism, win,
organize and train it for the Communist
parties. The need for a special organi-
zation is called forth by the psychologi-
cal peculiarities of youth—its immaturity
and impulsiveness, its special activities—
$ports, “social” affairs—and its physical
and intellectnal requirements. These can
be satisfied only by particular methods,
.activities and organization.

“Phe Y. C. L.s are broad educational
organizations of youth. Communist train-
ing and education requires the intimate
linking up of the theoretical with the
practical, the study group with the field
.of the class struggle. The Y. C. L. is in
:the forefront of the struggles of the work-
4ng youth; leads and organizes it for im-
mediate economic and cultural heeds and
.demands ; struggles inside and outside the
armed forces against capitalist militarism ;
.'develops' jtself in the struggle aguinst
the bourgeois. and petty  bourgeois (es-
-pecially reformist) organizations and in-
fluence, as the cultural center and poli-
tical leader of the youth.

LEAGUE SUBORDINATE TO PARTY

“The League which aspires to be the
leader of a section of the working class,
the youth, is politically subordinate to
the Communist party, the vanguard of the
proletariat as a whole. The strategy and
tajetics of the party are the strategy
and tactics of the League. This .poli-
tical subordination is accompanied by the
organizational autonomy of the League,
i.e., its right to elect its own committees
.and officers, and regulate the League’s
inner policies and life. Political subor-
.dination is maintained by a capable party
‘cadre inside the League, which directs
and leads it, exchange of representatives
.on committees, and a sound Marxian
pblicy in the class struggle which. the
Leaguers will readily follow. A thorough
discussion of the party question affecting
the League should take place during the
latter’'s pre-convention discussion.

The restatement of these elementary
and fundamental principles of the Com-
munist youth, laid down by the first three
Qongresses of the Y. C. I. is made im-
perative by their revigion in theory and
practice, by the present leaders of the
Comintern and Y. C. L.

«g. Timited experience with Communist
vouth work requires that youth tactics,
demands, slogans and special organiza-
tional forms should be put forwdid not

as dogmas or finished products which have
mniversal validity, but rather with a view
of testing them in practice, examining
the results, and thereby laying the ground
for more effective tactics, slogans, etc.
The Comintern under Zinoviev and later
Bucharin and Stalin converted the Y.C.L.s
into factional pawns. Youth policies were
completely - subordinated to the factional
requrements of the moment.

2. The election of a national youth com-
mittee and the establishment of “YOUNG
SPARTACUS” were two decisive steps
which facilitated first, the organization
of the youth in the Left Opposition, and
second, the establishment of a number
of youth clubs. A large percentage of
the members of these clubs are for the
first time in a working class organization.

3. The action of the National Youth
Committee in suggesting to the Spartacus
Youth Clubs a uniform constitution which
provided for the political subordination of

. the Clubs to the ILeft Opposition while

organizationally autonomous and making
the National Youth Committee the pro-
visional national committee of the Spar-
tacus Youth Clubs was a further step
forward in our youth work.

4. Our efforts have been progressively
in the direction of a national Spartacus
Youth League which would function as
the Communist Youth Xeague in the
United States. This League will undertake
the tasks and assume. the form outlined
in the first three sections of our 2nd Na-
tional Conference Youth theses (quoted
above).

5. This does not exclude the possibi-
lity of forming or cooperating with youth
groups which are not Spartacus Youth
Clubs, but steps in this direction, in cer-
tain localities where a S. Y. C. cannot
immediately be forced. <« Under these

execeptional circumstances the groups
should :bear other names than “Spartacus
Youth” and have the character of dis-
cussion groups or study classes. Our
comrades form fractions within them and
attempt to convert them into sections of
our national organization. They should
be ‘considered as temporary organizations.
POSITION TOWARDS EXISTING
YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS

6. Our attitude toward the Young
Communist League is that it is a Stalinist
organization incapable of effectively edu-
cating the youth to Communism or leading
them in struggle. We continue our work
within the Y. C. L. in order to win its
members to our ranks. In all fields of
activity our organization will appear as
a riyal to the Stalinist Y. C. L., while at
the ¥ame time proposing to it and parti-
cipating with it in united fronts.

7. The ferment in the American YPSL
requires that we pay attention to winning
the young Socialists to Communism and
the Spartacus Youth groups. We should
endeavor to build a Communist fraction
within the Yipsels through which we can
carry on our propaganda work in that
organization. ,Around this fraction we
should build a broader Left wing on the
basis of concrete class struggle issues
confronting the young Socialists. On de-
finite class struggle issues we will attempt
toform united fronts with the Y. P. S. L.

8. It is essential that in the educa-
tional and propaganda work of the Spar.
Youth Clubs and YOUNG SPARTACUS,
Americdn revolutionary traditions, bour-
geois and working class, play a predom-
inant role. The revolutionary lessons of
the American Revolution of 1776, the
Civil War, the early American labor
movement, biographical sketches of out-
stunding revolutionary leaders, ete., should

BOOK REVEIW

Ten Years of Struggle For Marxism

“Ten Years” by Max Shachtman: Pioneer
Publishers—79 Pages, 10c

The recent appéarance of the pamphlet,
TEN YEARS, written just one year ago,
has fulfilled a long-flelt need in and
around the ,LeftJ Opposition movement.
The major part of the historical docu-
ments of the Left Opposition remains
even today scattered and strewn through
dozens of books, references and publica-
tions. FHitherto there has not appeared
a single book or pamphlet which tells in
concise form the story of the 'Left: Opposi-
tion. Comrade Shachtman’s pamphlet ful-
filly this task admirably well.

TEN YEARS is especially valuable to
the Spartacus Youth because it supplies
it with the ammunition of facts about
the Cbmmunist movement. it explains and
applies some of the fuhdamentals teach-
ings of our leaders. Starting with the
problem of the organization of the Party,
the problem of democracy and freedom
of thought and expression inside the or-
ganization, the Left Opposition has taken
a position on every important working
class problem since 1923. What this
stand was, what the Opposition had to
contend with, what the actual cvents were
—all this is contained in the publication.
The chapter on “The Lessons of October”
explains and illustrates with a tragic
example. the need for a firm leadership,
especaally when the working class is
preparing to deal its final blow to capi-
talism. In every case, the Left Opposi-
tion, under the leadership of Leon Trot-
sky, put forth a (ommunist program in
contradistinetion to the policy of the
Qtalinist faction which swung  dizzily
from one position to another. TFrom 1926
when a united front wad made with
anyone, with the betrayers of the English
working class and in 1625-27 with the
butcher of the Chinese masses, the Stal-

inist faction swung to a position where
no united front was ‘made except with
itself. In each case, it was the working
class who paid the heavy price. First
the British General Strike and the de-
feated Chinese revolution, then the Ger-
man catastrophe of 1933. Just what the
facts surrounding these events are, are
found and explained in TEN YEARS.

The pamphlet is written interestingly
and simply so that it is of use to the
youth workers in our movement as well
as to workers not yet in-the ranks of the
Communist movement. The problems of
the Left Opposition are of importance and
interest not only to Communists, but to
all class-conscious workers. It is not
merely a question of who was right and
who was wrong—an “I told you so' ques-
tion. What is to be decided is the fate
of the leader of the working class and
theretfore the fate of the working class
itself. “Communism—the ideal revived
by the Russian Bolshevik revolution—
was and remains the hope of the op-
presed and exploited. But if the party
of Communism is incapable of success-
fully leading the struggle for emancipa-
tion, no other force will ever unseat the
rule of capital. This is why the condi-
tion and development of the Communist
International vitaly affects all workers
Our internal disputes and struggles are
not, therefere, a private affair. They
concern the whole working class.” The
mistakes of the Stalinist wing of - the
movement must now place all revolution-
ary workers on the path toward the new
Party wand International. TEN YIARS
serves to relate and explain all that has
gone before. all that has led to the break
with the old and the creation of the new
Party. TEN YEBARS should serve as a
text book for the Spartacus Youth in its
study of the history of the Left Opposi-
tion. —R. C.

be stressed as an essential part of the
education of the class of conscious youth.
For this purpose, popular pamphlets
should be issued by Pioneer Publishers
under the imprint of the Provisional Na-
tional Committee of the Spartacus Youth
Clubs (or National Committee of the
Spartacus Youth League of America).

9. A pamphlet under similar imprint
should be issued as soon as feasible on,
“Who are the Spartacus Youth?’; thig
to be the first of a series of uniform
pamphlets on the problems of the Ameri-
can workeérs—covering youth and indus-
try, youth and the school, unemployment
and the youth, etc. Another series of
uniform pamphlets on the biographies of
outstanding international revolutionary
leaders, should also be begun under youth
auspices.

10. The Spartacus Youth Clubs (and
League) should be extremely careful to
avoid the mistake of the Y. C. L. in be-
coming a “youth party’,; that is, assume
the same organizational forms, tasks,
activities and methods of work as the
adult Communist organization. This is
inevitable in the first stage of the organi-
zation when the initial cadres are being
assembled. The Spartacus Youth Clubs
should attract into their ranks wyouth
coming to Communism rather than full-
fledged Communists whose place is in the
adult organization. The youth. organi-
zation should contain youth whose average
age is 17. Older comrades should be
drawn into the adult ofganization and
gradually drop their membership in the
youth groups. When the Spartacus Youth
League is organized the age limits should
be 15 to 23. Comrades: over the age of
21 who have been in the Spartacus Youth
groups for more than six months should
join the adult organization.

11. To avoid becoming a “youth party”
two dangers must be avoided: First, the
danger of separating the economic work
of the youth from the adult organization.
‘Wherever possible the industrial fractions
of the youth should collaborate with
those of the adult organization. In this
field especially, the youth groups are po-
litically subordinateto the adult organi-
zation.

Secondly, the danger of narrowing down.
the Spartacus Youth Clubs to advanced
or conscious Communists by the formation
of permanent periphery organizations,
The youth theses of the Second National
Conference (of the Communist League)
correctly stated that one of the reasons
for the conversion of the American Y.C.I.
into a ‘youth party” was precisely its
policy of forming youth sections of every
auxiliary of the Communist party, youth
clubs, and groups of a permanent nature
which duplicated the essential educational,
and sometimes propoganda work of the
Y.C.I.. The formation of sports teams,
dramatie groups and the conducting of
social activities should be an important
part of the work of the Spatracus Youth
Clubs, which will make them the cultural
centers of the youth.

12, Our aim should be to convert
“Young Spartacus” into a live and ag-
gressive Communist propoganda and agi-
tation paper which will attract the youth
to communism and the Spartacus Youth

groups. We should strive to make it an
eight page semi-monthly tabloid size

paper which can actually reflect the prob-
lems and needs of the young workers,
educate them in Marxism, and play an
active role in the class struggle.

13. We propose that the coming na-
tional conference of ‘the Communist Lea-
gue (Oppositon) empower the National
Youth Committee to call at an early date
a mnational convention of the Spartacus
Youth Clubs and all other youth groups
which are sympathetic to communism (as
embodied in the program of the Left Op-
position) and agree with the essence of
our youth platformy to organize a Spar-
tacus  Youth ILeague along the lines
proposed above.

(Continued on page Seven)
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What the Heck
Is Television?

Qrdinarily, I don’t listen to the foot-
ball games on Saturday aftermoon, since
I have no radio. One afternoon how-
ever, I was sitting in a restaurant eating.
(A radio was going full blast.)

Columbia had the ball on Pittsburgh’s
forty yard.line; it was the last quarter,
the score being 0-0. Columbia lined up
for a forward pass formation. The ball
began the rounds—the people in the rest-
aurant were very calmly munching away
at their liverwurst sandwiches, and sip-
ping the tea in a glass.

Suddenly a shout went up. The radio
roared, corned-beef was dropped, tea
spilled. We all waited in suspense to
find out what had happened. Had Col-
umbia made the touchown? Ten seconds
went by. twenty, forty and yet the voice
of the announcer could not be heard be-
cause of the noise of the cheering spec-
tators at the game. It was full fifty-
five seconds before we discovered that
Columbia had fumbled the fall, it had
been caught by Carter of Pittsburgh and
carried to Columbia’s ten yard .line in
what the announcer described as “a most
spectacular dash.”

From the point of view of the mathem-
aticians of the life insurance companies
those fifty-five seconds cost the people of
this country several hundreds or even
thousands of years. The killing suspense
of those, five seconds less than one min-
ute, surély shortened the life span of all
listening in.

Yet what most people did not know,
and will not know until they read YOUNG
SPARTACUS, is that the years lost to
society because of those fifty-five seconds,
was absolutely unnecessary.

They should have shown the game by
television.

A fact which is unkown to all except
a few is that the satisfactory transmis-
sion of a moving scene or picture by
means of television is now an accom-
plished and reproducible fact. Even such
difficult scenes as baseball games or foot-
pball games can now be successfully sent
out and received in perfect shape by
means of radio-television. The products
of research and development along these
lines have been in the ‘‘commercial
stage” for the past few years, but have
not been put on the market or*sold to
the public because of the fear that not
enough people have the money to buy
these sets to make the whole venture com-
mercialy feasible. In the meantime the
information remains locked in the vaults
of the large radio companies of the
country, partiuclarly the Radio Corpora-
tion of America.

In order to send a picture of a moving
scene, (man walking across the room)
what must be done first is that a series
of pictures of the walking man must
be taken, exactly as is done in the movies.
Each picture must be transmitted or sent

YOUTH RESOLUTION

(Countinued from page 5)

International Affiliations and Tasks

14. The task of building a Fourth In-
ternational assumed by the International
Left Opposition (now International Com-
munist League) raises the necessity of
constructing a new Communist Youth In-
ternational. The Spartacus Youth League
of America—when organized—will be the
American =scdtion of this youth linter-
national. It is our task to hasten the
formation of this world union of youth
which can give active support to the
Fourth International, and be politically
subordinate to it. The Americdan’ Com-
munist League is the only section of the
Left Opposition which has behind it such
a powerful nucleus for a revolutionary
youth organization. Yherefore, a heavy
part of the work in the building of a new
Communist Youth International falls upon
our shoulders,

Science Notes N P/totograp/ly

With this the second issue of the
Science Column, we are continuing with
something that has brought down more
comment, both praise and criticism, than
any other single feature in the Young
Spartacus as a whole. We know that
we have not yet succeeded in striking
that happy medium that will please
everyone. And what between articles
submitted containing nothing but six
syllable words, and letters criticizing the
whole idea of a science page, it appears
as though our troubles are but beginning.
We thought of the idea of running “Our
Own Dr. Luttinger”, but in taking it up
at the committee meeting it was decided
that the mdiling list would very quickly
drop to nothing if the subscribers had to
wait a full month (we hope it is going to
be only one month) to find out what ailed
them.

One brief word in answer to that type
of ecriticism that looks upon a stufly of

the sciences as just that much waste of
time for the .revolutionist. The idea is
completely false. The use of the term
»Scientific Socialism” implies the ap-
plication of the principles and the meth-
ods used in the physical sciences to the
field of socialism, Marx and FEngels
made a study of the science of their
day. We should attempt to learn from
them and study the science of today—as
much as we can.

Although much more could be said,
consider the following.  In the recent up-
rising in Austria the socialists in many
instances used home made hand-grenades
(chemistry). They used short-wayve radio
to communicate between different sec-
tiong of the eity that had been cut off
from each other by the goverﬁment forces.

Don’t be so hasty to sneer at. the school
book appearance of the sciences; at
times the knowledge may be put to use
with a bang.

HOW Human Gumca PlgS AfC Made

Typical of a certain type of book,
%100,000,000 Guinea Pigs”, product of the
liberal mind, in attempting to uncover
and correct one of the evils of capitalism,
merely exposes the capitalist system as
a whole. Like the poor innocent victim,
who in attempting to correct a minor
ailment, produces a severe infection, so
the authors of this book in attempting
to clear up one of the evils of capitalism
completely lay bare the entire cruelty of
our system, of production for profit, and
death and sickness for the consumer
(working class).

This publication, the joint product of
two members of the Consumers’ 'Re-
search, attempts to throw the spotlight
of the laboratory upon the product of
quack medicine makers, advertising spe-
cialists, and the “filthy and putrid” food,

repared for the ‘can opener kitchen, by
the respectable and legitimate business
man of the cqmmunity.

The authors have arrayed a mass of

facts sufficient to have caused any num-
ber of Congressional Committees to be
formed to “investigate.’” Yet the book
created but a tiny ripple on the American
secene. TFacts have been gathered from
official government reports, from those of
recognized private and public authorities,

out on the-air before the mnext picture
is taken. In order to transmit a com-
plete picture satisfactorily it is necessary
to break the picture up into a great many
squares and transmit information re-
garding each of these in turn. Formerly
the method of accomplishipg this was by
means of a S0 called - scanning disc (a
rapidly rotating scanning dise that made
television so poor and distorted). Today,
there has been developed a method of
“scanning” (breaking the picture wup
into the tiny squares) that completely
eliminates all moving parts.

“The analysis of the picture into its
component elements and its subsequent
synthesis into the corresponding image

on a screen are now done by purely elec- .

trical methods. All mechanically moving
parts with the subsequent possibilities of
mechanical failure as actually existed in
previous systems have been completely
eliminated. Perfection has by no means
been attained, but television today ig far
beyond the stage at which radio repro-
duction was when it was placed before
the public.”

Why then is so little heard about.these
latest developments except in the formy
of Tumor? The capitalists who have sub-
sidized the work realize that the wages
of the workers has been so depressed that
they: cannot purchase an article such as
this, whose cost at present (unless mass
production could be introduced—which
would require masses to buy the sets)
would amount to several hundred dollars.
Just another of the contradictions of cap-
italism.

and from the numerous files of Consuni-
ers’ Research, an organization which has
as its purpose the scientific analysis of
all products widely advertised, in order
to determine the truth of the claims.

In the mere presentation of the ma-
terial, the booR has its value. The above,

coupled with a well written style, ex-
plains a well deserved popularity. Ob-
viously written for the layman by the

scientist, it has succeeded in being what
is not very often accomplished, a book,
written forsall, yet scientific in its ap-
proach and method.

‘The varjous chapters. are devoted to
the subjects of food, :drugs, cosmetics,
atc. Under the various headings are
discussed a series of important misrepre-
sentations pertaining to the fields. Some-
timeg, as in the case of All-Bran the mis-
representation exists in, that although’ at
times it may act as a laxative, more often
than not it serves the function of a keg
of nails being forced through the intes-
tinal tract, Or perhaps you listen to
Amos and Andy and as a consequence use
Pepsodent toothpaste. The authors bring
sufficient proof that this tooth paste acts
like none other, in scratching the enamel
off the teeth you prize so highly.

But, whereas there are no laws that
can prohibit these concerns from adver-
tising and selling their product, there
are some laws demanding the removal of
the lead and arsenic (two deadly poisons,
if taken in sufficient quantity) spray
from fresh fruits, and the sulphur fumes
from dried fruit. Only—the government
after gpending much money in determin-
ing the ill effects of these. poisons, pro-
ceeds to close its eyes to their continual
appearance on the fruit as it comes to
market. At times Congress has passed
some minor and major legislation under
various pure food and drug acts, only to
have them nullified because of protest of
the Apple Growers of New York or the
Peach Growers Association of California.

The most flagrant violators are the
makers of drugs, quack medicines and
contain deadly poisons, the beauty lotions
In  many cases the drugs leave
blotchy scars and the Mmedicines .do
nothing but make one sick. Yet nothing
is dome, except when the quack prescrip-
tion has immediate and glaringly harm-
ful effects, so obvious that even the most
stupid of judges canndt fail to think of
his dear daughter being duped into pur-
chasing this freckle remover. When this
happens, the shipment in question is con-
fiscated and the costly fine of $100 may
be imposed upon the producer. As for
the- honest and wupright citizen manu-
facturer experimenting with the Ameri-
can people—guinea pig, he remains an
honest, upright, citizen manufacturer,
changes the name of his product, remov-
es the lead, substitutes some mercury
and starts all over again.

The book is a damning indictment of
the system that permits these practiges

Aids War Dep’t

“Scientist Discovers Method of Taking:
Pictures in Total Darkness.” This inter-
esting piece of news, describing the- re-
sults of research in the field of infra-red
photography succeeded in getting about.
two or three inches on some back page..
“Method Developed to Locate Enemy Bat-
tleships Hidden by Smoke Screen”. Two-
column headt on the front page of the
newspapers of this country for the above-
gives us an idea as to what the bour-
geoisie thinks important today.

The infra-red method of photography
recently developed uses heat waves for-
producing a chemical change on the un-
developed film, exactly in a similar man-
ner in which ordinary photography em--
ploys light, waves for this purpose.

The process had innumerable ‘uses, but
that which appealed most to the capital-
ists today was its usefulness as an in-
strument of war. Airplanes flying over
enemy territory at night  could come-
down very low and photograph the posi-
tion of enemy guns. War ships hidden
by smoke screens can easily be detected
by the use of this infra-red photograph—
ing machiue )

This is only one of the instances in:
which the War Departinent is showing.
its interest in every latest scientific: de-
velopment, and in whether or not the:
new proecss can be converted into a war:
machine. The government is rushing
along at break-neck speed, making alt
preparations possible for the coming war.

LENIN ON PACIFISM

.The pacifist mood of the masses fre--
quently denotes the beginning of protest

revolt and consciousness that the war fis

a reactionary one, To utilize this mood
is the.duty of all social democrats. They
will most cordially partcipate in every
movement and every demonstration on
this basis, they will, however, not de-
ceive the people by asserting the idea
that without a reyolutionary movement
it is possible to obtain a peace without
annexations, without oppression of small
nations, without plunder, without seeds
of new wars between the present Gov-
ernments and ruling ‘classés. Such a de-
ception of the people could only assist
the secret diplomacy and the counter-
revolutionary. plans of the Warr‘ing Gov-
ernmetns. Whoever is for a lasting and
democratic peace, must be for civil war
against governments:and the bourgeoisie..

—

to continue.

What should be done? Here the au-
thors . display their typical liberal make-
up. More laws, they say, more laws,
honest officials, check up schemes, snoop
agencies and last but not least, an in-
dignant American public. (All they
failed to call -for was a constitutional

arendment—perhaps rewrite the eigh-

teenth). .
In these conclusions the book falls.

down miserably. The adthors should

.read pages fourteen and :fifteen of their

own work. Production is for profit, not
for use. What matters it if Mrs. Mur-
phy’s baby has rickets and will be de-
formed the rest of its life; the manufac-
turers of a poor grade of cod liver oil

‘have declared a healthy dividend. Laws

have been passed'; yet the protests of the
thege laws ignored. And the ' authors

- call for more laws!

The laws of this country are made by
and for the dividend paying concerns,
not the child bearing mothers. It is
true that a law here or there may suc-
ceed in doing away with the most flag-
rant manifestations of this ‘evil. But
why ignore the forest to save the tree.
For the eradiction of the whole scheme
of human guinea pigs, there is necessary
a transformation from a system of pro-
duﬁctlon for profit, to one of ‘production
for use.
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ON THE

SNOW GANG

by S. L. Solon
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I reached the line in front of the po-
ice station at two in the morning. There
were already about a hundred men wait-
jpg. I did net wear rubbers and the
snow in my shoes was beginning to melt.
It was still snowing faintly and a little
stream of cold water ran down my back.

Somebody was trying to break into the
front part of the line.. I passed him on

.y way to the rear. He was a slight
puilt man and didn’t wear a coat. The
lapels  of his jacket failed to hide his
meck, even though they were raised. A
bare elbow, dirty pointed, stuck out from
a, torn sleeve.

He said: “I
Lemme get in.”

“Like hell you were. Get on the end.”

was here before, Billy.

He was wriggling in among the tightly

packed  men.,

“Come on you son of a biteh,” the man
in back of him said. “Get on the end!”
He shoved him easily. Someone else said
apologetically, “Yeu know we can't let
you get in front; the men in the back
will holler.”

“Y tell you I had to go to the toilet!”-
‘the man said.

“Next time, hold it,” a fellow farther
in the rear said. I didn’t hear anybody
laugh. The man’s bare elbow was still
trying to carve its way in. He was shoved
again. He slipped and fell into the snow.
A couple of men stepped out of line and
picked him up. They brushed off the
Snow.

One of them who was brushing off the
snow said: ‘“Better not start anything,
fella. - We hate like hell to make you go
.back, but jees it's only fair.”

He started walking to the rear. The
omen returned to their places. It was
guiet again.

I caught up to him, We went silently
to the end of the line. The line had
turned around the corner and we were
.open to the full force of the wind. And
we who were standing on the very end
were in a particularly rotten spot.

“I wish some more would come.”

-“'W|hy?"

“S¢ they could cover up our backs. I'm
freezing.”

. “So am I. My ears are like ice.”

He began jumping up and down. A
car swished by with its chains clanking
.against the mudguards. Some drunk stuck
.out his head and yelled, “Yahoooooo.”

“Phe hell with you!” said the man in
front. As the car went on to the front
«of the line the drunk again yelled, “Yahoo.”

By two-thirty many more men had come
-up, our backs were covered. The line
.stretched out, way past the light of the
speakeasy, way past the apartment house
.entrance where a cat was crying like a
lost ‘child. As tightly packed as we were
-the wind managed to come in. I pressed
tightly to the man in front. The man in
‘back kept saying: “It’s cold as hell. It's
cold as hell.”” I wished he would stop,
it gets on one’s nerves after a while.

At three another racket sturted up to-
wards the head of the line. Somebody had
.collapsed. The story quickly flashed back.
‘He had been standing there since mid-
night. The cops were coming up.

The line wheeled around so most of
the men could see. This brought us near
the cops and the man who had fallen,
One of the cops was rubbing snow in the
-man’s face. The difference between the
color of the snow and the man’s face
was in the kind of whiteness. The man’s
face was a bluish white. The snow was
grayish white.

«Phat ain’t the right thing to do,” some-
Dody said. “He needs something hot.”

One of the cops: “Shut up. Carry him
over here.” ‘The man was laid on the
steps of the police station.

Maybe I felt like stretching my legs,
I don’t know. Anyway, I said to the man
in back .that I was going up there-and see
if I could do something.

“Sure,” he said, “I'll watch your place.”

As I went up, a man in line stopped
me by grabbing my coat. “You tell them,”
he said slowly, “you tell them bastards
what that man needs is something to eat.”
He spoke with a slight accent. “And if
they don’t stop rubbing his face with
snow they'll kill him.”

“Why don’t you take him in?” I said
to the cops.

. They didn’t look up.
is coming in 4 minute.” )

“Take him in until it comes.”

This time a cop looked at me. “Who
in the hell are you. Just got out of line,
yeh. Well get the hell back and shut up.”

A few of the men began shouting,
“Carry him in. Go ahead take him in.”

“Shut up, you slobs.” the cop said.
They seemed uncertain of the correct
move. To leave the man laying on the
cold steps was somehow wrong. To carry
him in would leave them open to the
Captain’s annoyance. They left him on
the steps. His lips were nobby, blue and
broken open. Another man and I rubbed
his palms. One of the cops said: “Leave
him alore.” He said this once or- twice
and then stopped.

Then we heard the clang of the ambu-
lance. The .cops said: “Get over you
mugs.” The men moved away. The in-
terne got out swinging the black bag.

“What a goddamned night. Whew.” he
said. He repeated this at short intervals
until he went away.

“Say, you shouldn’t leave a man out
here,” he said to the cops. “Why didn't
you take him inside?”

The cops .didn’t say anything except:
“Get back. Get back you' mugs.”

The man was carrvied to the top of the
stairs where it wasn't so cold. The doc-
tor fussed around. The cops wouldn’t let
us get past the third step. )

“What do you say, doc?” asked one of
the cops. )

The interne was putting on his gloves.
“This fellow is dead,”: he said. “Better
call the morgue. What a goddamned
night.”

.The ambulance clanged away. The cops
put the dead man’s hat over his face.
2 walked back to my place in line.

We waited. There wasn't much talking
going on, now. Once a man who was argu-
ing with another raised his voice and said:
“You know what we should do! Shoot
them. Shoot the whole stinking bunch!”

The hours did not enter into our
thoughts; we counted the minutes. Then
it began to get light. It even got a little
colder than it was before. I thought I
coyldn't move my toes. But this was not
so. When I pidked up my foot I could
feel with my hand the toes wriggling
around.

Then the talking started again. ‘“They
are coming, they said. The men were
arguing about the number of shovelers
they were going fo. take on.

“They'll take on two hundred easy, one
said.

“Like hell, we’re lucky if they take
on a hundred.”

“Naw, they’'ll take on a hundred fifty
That's what.”

The question was.treated from every
angle. The cops were walking up and down
swinging their clubs. ‘“Get against the
wall. Come on, get against the wall.

Then they would walk down the line.
But pretty soon they would be back: “Get
over to the wall! G’'wan move. People
got to pass.”

The line started moving forward. Six
inches. A foot. Yes, quite definitely the
line was moying.

“Get against the wall. People will want
to pass soon.”

“Aren’'t we people,” somebody yelled.

“Come on over to the wall!”

“No, you're not people!” Somebody from
the line was answering. “You're dogs,
that’s what you are. Men who stand in
line become dogs!”

There was silence as the cops passed
his part of the line.

“Thé ambulance

“And when will men always be men?
T’ll tell. you when! When there will be
no more human pigs!” The man was
shouting hystericaly. Some of the men
around him{ quieted him.

We finally moved up to where we could
see the entrance. We noticed too, some
very funny things. Two men walked in
for their work-cards and a half dozen
would walk out! The man in front let
out a despairing moan: “The bastards are
cheating! There friends are getting in
from the back!”

“The filthy graffers!”

The line was surging forward. Men
were beginning to cry out.

“Take the men from the line!
cheating!”

The cops were running up and down:
“If you don’t like it, get the hell out!”

“We'll show you! We’ll wreck the whole
stinking place!”

“Who said that?”

“Come on, clear out before somebody
gets hurt!”

A man came out. He was wearing-a
good overcoat. He wasn’t from the line.
Tlle»cops shouted for silence.

“All men,” began the man in the good
overcoat. The shouting drowned him out.

“No cheating!”

“Pick the men from the line!”

“We waited all night!”

The man in the good overcoat raised
his voice: “All men who are going to
make it difficult for us -will not be given
work, Our task is tiring enough as it
is.”

A loud laugh sounded out from among
the men,

“Were you in the line for six hours,
Mr. Official?” The man’s voice was sharp
and clear. “Or did you have a difficult
time in bed?”

The cops ran to the spot from where
the voice came. A half dozen men were
pulled out.

“Which of you mugs said that?”

Nobody answered. The men were be-
coming angry. There was a struggle as
a couple tried to get back into line.

“Leave them alone!” The cry was taken
up. !

“Leave them alone!”

“LEAVE THEM- ALONR!”

To the German Workers

It is a year, O my dead brothers

since you bathed in the slime of
your graves!

with the eyes and ears—hacked

from 'the tortuous laws of politics.

It is a frozen world, and the iceboxes

open their sensuous wombs of death;

yours are the hodies seen when the
jambs

unfold the doors!

Was it in the Hitler-Fire

that our souls ‘wete burned, our
bodies split apart,

that our lungs of political sequ-
ence—were choked

and the blood-sucked from our

weakened heart?
* * * * *

No

O, my brothers, we burned

in the fires of our own jincitement!

in our indecision that our souls were
nurtured!

In our contempt of Science, for the
bellowing tocsins of

our emotions:

Our battleaxes were muffled, our
death

in dark quiet streets, sudden; our
equipment

in the haze of our eyes!

The fire rages in the Comintern:

the dull brain of the burocrats

demobilize our arms, tear up

like in the Fire of Munich, the Arts
of our Lives.

The candlewax of a man we have;
the usurpers

fear, to bring their fire too close....

—ANON.

The man in the good overcoat welt

ingide. The cops shuffled away. The
men fell back into line.

I got a ticket,

“Get a shovel”, somebody said. I fol-

lowed the man in front. I lifted my
shovel and put it on my shoulder. With
the foreman walking alongside we dragged
our feet to the assigned street.

Some of the men worked feverishly.
They could take no chances on losging the
first work in months, years. But in spite
of this their faces would become a pale
gray and they would be forced to rest on
their shovels.

The foreman we had in the morning
was an old Irishman. He kept saying
under his breath. “Take it easy. No sense
kiling yourself. Just watch out for the
inspector.”

For lunch we had, on the average of
a hamburger and cup of coffee @ach.
Some weren't so lucky. When we came
back we found a new foreman waiting
for us. He started giving us a speech.
It seems that the city has given some of
the snow removal work to contractors.
These were hiring men for thirty cents
an hour and they were doing more work
than we who were getting fifty cents an
hour. He ended by telling us that if we
couldn’t successfully compete with the
contractors, we would all be fired and the
work given to them.

By three my stomach was turning
somersaults and crying for food. Some-
times it would vary its tune by purring
like a Kkitten., .

The inspector came around and said:
“What the hell is thus, a sleighing party?”

We dug into ‘the snow. I was working
by the soft smow. It wasn’t so tiring to
work here. Men who had tried but could
not get tickets hung around and watched.
Some of the men chipped in a dime each
and bought some.rotten alcohol. They
began to throw snow at each other. A
fellow who had not eaten anything for
lunch was drinking this. A huge pile of
snow had been thrown into his collar.’
I wondered how it fglt with the melting
snow dripping down his back and the
fiery poison in his belly.

The sun came out later and it became
a little warmer. The foreman kept run-
ning back and forth shouting: "Leetl pep,
Leetl pep!” Kids came and watched us.
Occasionally a wbman would stop. Then
the afternoon passed and it grew dark.

‘We brought our shovels back. The man
who had* been shoveling by my side turned
around and looked at the dirty snow.
Somebody yelled out: “Who left something
here?”

“I did,” said the man by my side.

“A. rubber?”

MYes‘”

The man threw the rubber. The othes
caught it, swung his arm over his ghoul-
der and hdrled it into the air. The torm
rubber landed on the top of a big, black
car.

“I don't want that on my foot,” he
said to me, “let the guy who owns the
car ride with thé damn thing over his
head.”

We went to get our hamburgers and
coffee,

|
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PACIFICISM AIDS
WAR PLANS

The next session of the disarmament

conference is .soon to meet, When is it
more appropriate for such a “peace” con-
ferenec of robber nations who are arming
to the teeth than immediately before a
new war? The ‘capitalist governments
and their kept press have lost their sense
of humor. One roads of the ‘“possibility”
of the *‘failure” of the conerence. Pos-
sibility ! What hypocritical blabbefs!
* But isn't disarmament a way of pre-
Venting or even abolishing war? If all
means of military fighting were abolish-
ed war would not occur. But can plun-
derers of the workers, the oppressors of
the toilers, the murderers of rebellions
workers disarm and still be able to main-
tain their robber system? Hardly!

Disarmament |llusions

To bring about disarmament is the
task of the militant working class which
fights for socialism. Only under a class
zociety when there is mo exploitation of
man by man can disarmament become a
reality. Today arms are a class weapon
and can be nothing else under a class
gystem: in the hands of the capitalists
thev are used to suppress the workers.
for the workers armaments are the in-
struments with which they will be able
to overthrow the capgitalist class, main-
ain their own dictatorship over all coun-
er-revoluticnary oppositon, until the time
that all classes are abolished.

Whoever asks the capitalist govern-
ments to disarm demands of them to
cease supporting wage slavery! This a
lopeless dream. The bosses and their
government will not give up their par-
asitical positions without a strugglé. Such
a program for disarmament spreads the
illusion of the possibility of abolishing
wars and militarism under capitalism.
It plays into the hands of the bosses’
governments which pretend to be for dis-
armament and peace. It does not dis-
arm the exploiting class; on the contrary,
the working class which needs a true
understanding of military force, is dis-
armed by illusions and false hopes. Lull-
ed by the talk of peace under capitalism
it is unprepared to act at decisive mo-
ments.

Pacifism, whether it be that of liberals,
socialists or Roosevelt. is the best de-
fender in practise of militatism. De-
gpite the good or evil intentions of the
defender of pacifism, treir program can
have no other result. The anti-war pro-
paganda of the militant fighters against
capitalism must clearly explain this real
role of pacifism.

EngineersEnlisted For
Army Reserve

" Young Engineers, get ready! The United

States Army is calling! If you are an
American citizen, under the age of 30,
you can become a Second Lieutenant (no
less!) in the Engineers’ Reserve. All
vou have to do is take an “Army Exten-
sion Course”—which will require a couple
of hours study—and qualify for the job
that under other conditions would require
two years of special training. No extra
charge for the course, everything will
be supplied by the army. Such is the
information sent in letters dated Feb-
ruary Ist, to engineers b_v the Engineer
office of the Second Corps Area, the United
States Army.

What the hell’s their rush? Have you
been sleeping, don’t you know that “we”
are going full speed ahead preparing for
war!

Get subscriptions for YOUNG SPAR-
TACUS: only 25¢ a year. Order a bundle
at the rate of 2¢ per copy.
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Everybody is preparing for war. Six
million men are under arms in capitalist
Europe. This means one in every nine
men between the ages of fifteen and forty-
nine in Europe (outside the Soviet Union).
In the TUnited States prepathtions go
ahead in full blast.

The bosses press is preparing the minds
of the workers for war. The yellow Hearst
newspapers are in the forefront of this
movement. Everything is being done to
create a war psychology.

* * * *

Demands are being made for an increase
of United States military forces. Chief
of Staff of the Army, General Douglass
AMacArthur, calls for an immediate in-
crease of about 33 percent in the enlisted
strength of the Regularﬂ&rmy.” N. Y.
American, Feb. 13, 1934). The American
Legion demands that in addition to the
regular army that the National Guard
have 10,000 men, with an appropriate
number of officers: an Officers’ Reserve
Corps, with 120,000 members and ptovi-
sions for training approximately 30,000
Reserve Officers each year; a  Reserve
Officers Training Corps in the high schools
and colleges “which desire it”; and the
trdaining of at least 50,000 youth each
summer-in the Citizens Military Training
Camps.

Voo S S S

I COVER THE WAR FRONT

The War Department asks for a regular
army of 17,728 officers and 280,000 enlisted
men (as against the present strength of
12,000 officers and 125,165 enlisted men)
as a minimum for—‘“national defense”!
National defense, hooey! What nation is
going to attack the United States?

Roosevelt, the Pacifist

And how abaut Roosevelt the “pacifist”?
What does this gentleman who yells about
peace and disarmament say about a mili-
tary program? Here are a couple of fig-
ures from the navy program which he
proposed to Congress.

Appropriations made to provide for in-
crease of enlisted strength of navy by
2,800 men: increase of enlisted marines
by 1,000. The following naval armaments
are to be built in the next four years
(most of them to be completed in the
coming year):

3 aircraft gunners

7 eight-inch gun cruisers

4 six-inch gun cruisers

6 sumbarines

32 destroyers

2 gunboats

143 new airplanes to be obtained by
the end of this year which would bring
the total of navy plane strength up to

Defend the Heroic Austrian W orking Class

(Continued from page 1)
to thoge brave and self-sacrificing Aus-
trian workers who fought against insup-
erable odds so that the cause of world so-
cialism could go forward.

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY SAVED
AUSTRIAN CAPITALISM.

The Austrian Social Democracy left
the path of revolutionary socialism when
it supperted the capitalist fatherland in
the World War of 1914-1918. It was
none otner than Friedrich Adler (the
present head of the Labor and Socialist
International!) who, gquring the war, de-
<cribed the Central Committee of  his
narty as the center of the counter-revolu-
tionary forces! The Socialist leaders
entered the war cabinet. At the end of
the war they formed a Socialist govern-
ment. Did they try to expropriate the
hosses, begin building a classless society?

No. They introduced a
constitution”! Post-war urope was in
a reyolutionary turmoil. Russia and
Hungary had Soviet governments; in
Germany the revolutionary movement
was growing. A workers' Soviet Austria
would have given a powe}-ful impetus to
the entire movement! But these so-call-
ed Socialists would hear none of this.

In 1922 they resigned from the govern-
ment, giving all power to the Christian
Social Party—the party which today is
controlled by Dollfuss! They became a
“loyal opposition” in national politics and
ran the’city of Vienna.

SUPPORTED DOLLFUSS’
EMERGENCY DEGEEE.

Due to such a program of “legality”
and “constitutionality” Social Democracy
paved the way for the growth of capital-
ist reaction and Fascism. When in 1927
Socialist workers of Vienna demonstrated
militantly in the streets against the free-
dom of Fascist murderers by the courts,
it was the Socialist leaders who force-
fully put down the rebellion. When the
national government limited the democra-
tic rights of the Austrian people, the
Socialist party confined itself to verbal
opposition. The emergency degrees of
Dollfuss received the support of the So-
cialist leaders—in the name of a strug-
gle: against Iitlerism!

These same decrees which prepared
the ground for the recent bloody slaughter
of the Austrian workers were in defense
of “democracy”! In what fundamental

“democratic

way were these policies of the Austrian
Social Democratic leaders different from
those of their German friends under the
emergency decree governments of Von
Papen and Von Schleicher? No real
differences can be found!

This entire course is well-summarized
by the Austrian correspondent of the
New York Times: “The workers gradu-
ally lost their former complete confidence,
seeing the inactivity of their trusted
leaders and unable to comprehend the
reason as one privilege after another was
taken away by Dr. Dollfuss and the
IFascists, yet, always without furnishing
the Socialists with an effective bhattle
cry.” (Feb. 18, 1934).

While Italy, Germany and other im-
perialist powers were mobilizing for in-
tervention in Austria against the Social-
ist workers, the International Federation
of Labor Unions, the socialist trade union
center, appealed to the League of Nations
to “help Austria”. What boundless faith
in the impartiality of the capitalist gov-
ernments! What treacherdus betrayal of
the Austrian workers!

It is the program of social democracy
which s once again condemned by che
Austrian events: the program of gradu-
alism and legality at all costs. It is the
program of revolutionary Marxism, of in-
ternationalist-Communism, the program of
the Russian Bolsheviks which is again
vindicated.

This has nothing in common with the
stupid and impotent “Communist party”,
the Stalinists. Their theories exploded
to the hilt in Germany, are once again
condemned by the recent rebellion in
Austria. For what is the answer of life
itself to their thebdbry of “social Fascism”,
that is, that the Fascists and Social Dem-
ocratic Party are twins and not incom-
patible?

DEFEND THE AUSTRIAN
WORKERS!

The exemplary revolutionary militancy
of the Austrian workers should arouse
in all true fighters for socialism a cour:
ageous spirit of struggle. We. must
pledge ourselves to learn the lessons
from their battles and carry on the work
for which they have died. We must sup-
port the movement for a powerful united
front of all workers’ organizations
in defense of the Austrian working class
against Fascism and capitalist reaction.

1,608. Would it mean anything to you
it I reported that $274,765,924¢ were alle-
cated from public works alone for the
navy departiment to be spent in ship build-
ing in the next four years, over and above
the present appropriations? Or that
$286,445,577 is the additional appropria-
tion for the navy passed recently by Con-
gress? Millions of dollars—they get ug
dizzy !

Japan Prepares “Defence”

The Japanese House of Representatives
has recently accepted a budget in which
449, of the funds are for military pur-
poses. The %272,000,000 are not for war
purposes, oh no! It is for defense!

This largest peace time appropriatiom
for.the miitary forces, $272,000,000, are
not for war purposes—oh no! It is for
“defense™!

Everybody: is preparing for defense!
Roosevelt, Japan, Frauc\e, Germany, Italy,
Great Dritain, all for “defenste’—against
whom? '

But you naive reader will say: “Isn’t
it obvious that Japan is forcefully gobh-
bling up China and threatening the Soviet.
Union?

Here the answer of Japan’s Foreigm
Minister, Koki Hiroti:

“Our national defense is organized in
its very nature for defensive and self-
protection purposes. At the same time
our diplomacy has no claims to put forth,.
save what is legitimate and rational and
consonant with our mnational mission.”

What more do you want tian that
which is “legitimate and r%tional” con-
sonant with its “national mission”! This
means the oppression and exploitation of
the Chine$e people, war against the Soviet
Union, rivalry with American imperialism,
oppression of the Japanese people—well
what of it, it is the “destiny of mankind”!

Hearst Calls For Army
Control of C.W.A.

William Randolph Hearst, the wealthy
jingoist newspaper publisher, is conduct-
ing a campaign to put the CWA under
the control of the United States Army.
Two reasons are given: first, that this
will eliminate political favoritism and
graft, and second, that it will prevent
the "Reds” from capturing the OWA.
This patriotic millionaire very clearly:
implies that the workers’ discontent and
strikes in the CWA should be controlled
by thie bayonet and gun of an Army man,
No doubt a third reason for Hearst’s de-
mand for Army control is to “efficiently”
-employ the CWA as a recruiting basis for
soldiers when war breaks.

Millions of American youth read this-
propaganda without understanding its
real meaning. Is there a need for a
revolutionary youth press?

Child Labor Thrives.
UndeLli..R.A. -

(Continued from page 1)

That is oot all. Thousands of childrem-
are employed as newsboys, more tham
40,000 young girls are employed in dom-
estic services, .more than 100,000 boys
and girls umder 16 years of age are
wage workers in industrialized agricul-
ture such as cultivation of sugar beets
and truck farming, and about g half mil-
lion more children are working on home
farms. The NRA does not touch these
children. And yet we are told that Roos-
evglt aholished child labor in the United
States! .

Read the MILITANT, the official
organ of the American Communis¢
Left Opposition, for weekly news
of the working class movemeit.




