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YOUTHREBEL AGAINSTPOVERTY

BRAVELY FACE BULLETS IN TEXTILE STRIKE BATTLES

\Help Sustain
“Spartacus”

We were compelled to skip three
months before issuing YOUNG SPARTA-
C'US. On a number of occasions we have
put the matter frankly bfeore our read-
ers. Despite our ridiculously small ex-
penseg -we -have not been able to cover
them.

The New York comrades were, as us-
ual, the first to come across. We were
able to get out a special Columbus Day
anti-Fascist issue for New York. Chicago
sent in a few dollars which helped get
out the present number.

But do we have to continue in this
fashion? You undoubtedly know that the
value of our paper is decreased with such
infrequency, irregular issuance. Our
branches are seriously hindered in their
work. Subscriptions cannot be obtained
wnless 'we can get out the paper each
month,

Many:-problems arise which can be best
handled only by a youth press. Reports
from various cities and groups of youth
confirm our view that YOUNG SPARTA-
CUS i beginning to hit the mark.

Now we are before a big turn in our
movement. The fusion of the Communist
League -and the American Workers Party
into a new revolutionary party means
that we must assume greater tasks, as-
sémble” theé forces for a new revolution-
ary youth league.

The press is an indispensable instru-
ment. ~ Branches have been assigned
monthly. quotas.
regularly. Our readers can help us by
sending in donations, subs or order bun-
dles.

Publishing & youth paper in the midst
of the present povertyl is a great job.
We can ‘da it only if all chip in. Let us
put it across!

Cops Help Fascists

New -York City.— Police’ cooperated
with Italian Fascists last week in bru-
tally dispersing peaceful anti-Fascist
pickets in front of the Academy of Music
on. 14th.:St., where Mussolini’s Blackshirt
Baud was- giving a performance. This
was done by order of Commissioner Val-
entine, Mayor La Guardia’s newest ap-
pointee. Mauv young workers were hurt
by the eops.

Pickets were arrested for disorderly
oonduct. Although none of the Fascists
ran away, and they even gave their
names and addresses openly to reporters,
not a single Fascist was arrested. All
these facts are confirmed by the reporter
of the conservative New York Times.

These should be fulfilled

Young boys and girls were the most
militant fighters in the last textile strike.
They were not textile workers, many of
them have never seen the inside of a mill.
Yet they courageously fought the armed
thugs of the textile operators in one town
after another,

Tear gas bombs, bayonets, rifles did
not frighten them. They knew they were
in the right, unstintingly fought side by
side with their parents, instinctively felt
that only militant struggle could better
their conditions. )

Despierately poverty stricken, they saw
no other road open to them. For years,
able and ready to go into the mills, they
could find no employment. Too much
cotton, too much wool, too much silk was
being weaved, they were told. Yet their
clothes were rags.

No help wanted, they heard week after
week, month after month, year after
year. Yet they wanted help, they wanted
work, they mneeded food, clothing and
shelter. But it was not forthcoming.

Equality for all, they were taught in
the schools, was the rule in democratic
United States. But they saw their fa-
thers and mothers toiling and living in
poverty, while the mill barons and their
children were living in luxury, not work-
ing but enjoying ljfe.

Democracy meant that when their par-
ents went on strike against the intense
speed-up, for union recognition, for high-
er wages and better working conditions,
not only the bosses were their ene-
mies, but the local government with its
police, the state government and its na-
tional guards, the courts and prisons,
were all on the side of the bosses.

“The average girl of this region ex-
pects in normal times to go into the mills
and pass on to matrimony. There is no

work for her, and who among the boys
she knows can afford to marry her, or
even take her to the movies?’, writes
Will Irwin, a feature writer for the
Hearst papers.

These were the feelings of the boys and
girls who fought at Saylesville and
Woonsocket, Rhode Island. Growing sec-
tions of youth throughout the country
are beginning to share in these moods;
things are rotten, something has to be
done, we must fight.

The majority of them, following their
parents, have .looked to Franklin D.
Roosevelt as their saviour. He was to
give them a new deal. But Roosevelt
has been president for two and a half
years, given plenty of promises, promises,
promises.

Has not Roosevelt - abolished child
labor in the textile mills without pro-
viding for the maintenance of the kids
thrown out of work? And when their
parents struck for better living condi-
tions, for more wages so as to provide
the needs of their children were not the
National Guards of the various states
called out to break up the strike? Did
Roosevelt “the friend of labor” interfere?
Yes, but not with the bloody work of the
National Guard, but rather by helping
them break the strike!

Will Roosevelt continue hjs hold over
the youth, over the working class? Al-
ready signs show the declining popularity
of this “saviour”. The recent poll of the
Literary Digest, primarily among middle
class people, indicates that the tide is
turning against him. Other signs will
appear in the coming elections through-
out the country.

The boys and girls who are less tied
by old traditions and habits will demand,
are already beginning to demand as the

FranzBobzienMurdered byNazis

The young militant anti-Fascist fighterSocialist Workers Party of Germany, is

Franz Bobzien is reported to have died

in a Hamburg Nazi prison. Tortured,
starved or shot? There is no official re-
port of the cause of his death. But what-

ever the exact means used it is murder
at the hands of the Fascists.

Torture, suppression, extermination,
these are the instruments of Fascist su-
premacy. All to save the rotten system
of wage slavery!

Comrade Bobzien was one of the four
German youth arrested last February in
Holland. Attending the world youth con-
ference to build a new revolutionary
vouth international, Bobzien and his
comrades were turned over to the Nazis
by the so-called democratic Holland gov-
ernment.

lecently Bobzien was sentenced to
four years imprisonment. But every

Nazi sentence meauns death. This young
militant, who was a member of the So-
cialist Youth League, connected with the

the latest of the long list of victims of
barbarous Fascism.

Nameless tens of thousands linger in
the concentration camps. Others await
gentence; that is, death! Several mem-
bers of the Socialist Workers Party were
recently arrested. Thaelmann is to face
“trial”. The whereabouts of Torgler are
unknown, The lives of Bobzien's com-
rades are in danger.

Are these anti-Iascist fighters to re-
main defenceless? Are we going to per-
mit the Fascists to increase their toll?

Until now our actions in their defense
have been meagre. The memory of young
Franz Bobzien should spur us on. He
gave his life for the frecdom of the world
working class, The struggle of the Ger-
many anti-Fascists is our struggle.

Let us exert all energy to build a4 pow-
erful nnited front movement for the de-
fense of the anti-Fascist prisoners! Let
us multiply our efforts a hundred-fold to
crush Fascism and wage savery!

textile strike shows, improved conditions.
What can the bosses and their govern-
ment offer?

“Thin them out—or find some work for
the idle hands of these boys and girls.
If not—following the old saw—Satan
will. This satan may come brandishing
a red tlag or a swastika,” concludes the
scribbler of the wealthy and chauvinist
Hearst, Will Irwin.

Thin them out—tear them away from
their families, send them into Civilian
Conservation Camps far away from their
homes, or send them to & new war where
they can be “thinned out” with the aid
of machine gung and cannon.

Find work for them—in a country
where millions of adult workers are per-
manently displaced from industry.
Where every year millions of youth
leave the schools and cannot enter the
factories. Where an abundance of wealth
exists but those who produce it do not
own it, but because they have been so
productive, they are thrown out of work.

The swastika of Fascism may grow
among the desperate youth. Italy, Ger-
many, Austria show what Fascism means
for all workers—youth and adult. Noth-
ing but bloody suppression in the inter-
ests of wage slavery!

The red flag of revolution alone can
help the youth. The unorganized, spon-
taneous action of the children in the tex-
tile region should spur the advanced
militant youth to greater action. These
young people are the material for the
new revolutionary youth movement so
badly needed.

The Spartacus Youth TLeague must-
reach out to these youth, participate in
their struggles, utilize their elementary
instinet for militant struggle, educate
and win them for revolutionary struggle
against wage slavery and for real free-
dom and equality, for communism.

On Anti_-l_\l\ilitarism

“We are conscious of the role which
militarism plays under capitalism; amd,
of course, we have not the remotest idea
of setting militarism above capitalism or
on a level with it because it constitutes
only a part of capitalism. It is, more
correctly speaking, a specially pernicious
and dangerous life manifestation of cap-
italism. OQur whole agitation against
capitalism is directed against the life
manifestations of capitalism in which it
assunses conerete shape. We can indicate
the domain of the anti-militarist fight te
a certain extent as something alongside
the trade union struggle or even along-
side the co-operative and educational
struggle, if you will. In other words, we
are anti-militarists as anti-capitalists,”—
Karl Liebkmecht. 1907.
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. §tudent Notes

ntt— Fascism In

ij‘z;/_Ie Schoots

’l‘he HI‘I‘IVJI of 350 \tudents from Fas-
mst ,]taly is a serious warning. In both
It«ll\" and Germany students were among
the ﬁrst to rally under the Fascist ban-
ner.’ The students in these countries, in
'the ‘absence of a revolutionary party
‘that could attract the middle class ele-
“ments by its strength and program to
-the; side" of the working class, succumbed
to- the demngo")c allure of a party that
.oﬂ.‘ered a' “release” from the hopeless
plight of capitalism. Here too the same
process.. is not excluded. That is to say,
it is: not excluded unless we make our
propagdu,da clear enough for them to
realize ~that Fascism is not a solution,
but: rather a dissolution—of life, culture,
and. freedom. Already, various schools
and cities as in Los Angeles, have seen
the’ mgauimrmn of Fascist nuclei. In
Newark the Fascists have marched in
full .dress through the streets. In Los
-, Angeles the Fascists are aided by the il-

“legalization of the militant student

_groups., - -

Foi'tilri.ltély the weight of student sen-
timent i3 at present balanced against
: Wherever the emissaries of
; Mu\.solini went they received two wel-
Jcomes: ue from the school administra-
“tion recelvmg them with open arms:

the other from protesting students, re-
‘fwlving thom with cries of “Abasso il
: I:ascwmu In City College, New York,
" five etudent\ were suspended for their
opposnmn to the unwelcome visitors by
" President .Robinson (he who acquired
) great popularity as the Man with The
. Trmbrella -in' another student demonstra-
. tion,”who may be known as the Man With
“'the ‘Bible and Spinoza), Robinson fol-
lowed this act with the suspension of the
‘Student’ Council and two school papers
that had criticized his action, all, we
take 'it; in the interest of academic free-
: d’o‘m,;q

United Front...

" Robinson's ‘actions are a particularly
“bold challenge that must be met. This
great -liberal has in the past expelled
r‘n'avny o student for daring to espouse the
Y ocause of . academic freedom. His latest
© reactignary ‘measure affords an oppor-
. tunity to, bring the anti-Fascist struggle
e to the foregl ound at the same time that
: tudent Tights are defended. No leeway
‘dire be given to the Fascists. They

mnst be fought every inch of the way;
“ {oday, whei ‘they are yet small, they are

easily beaten. . It ever a student strike

-was in:order this is it. And this time

the strike-must be for more than a day;

@ strike until ~every student is rein-

stated, the Student Council restored, the

papers_ re-issued. officially. In this move
" the students wnll undoubtedly receive the
qupport of all \\orkmg class organiza-
tions wortlu of the name. The Columbus
Day: Tmted Anti-Fascist Committee has
already docided to launch such a strug-
glo.

Sueh 4 cnmpaxgn canmmot be conducted
: hv-am' one:organization, or by student
; groupq -alone. . Now is the time for the
- student:- organizations to unite with the
; workmg clagy vouth organizations and
% th(l Columbus Day’ Committee, and to
v plan 101nt aohon around this gpecific is-
sue. Dml\ as the Fascist menace grows,

S0 (100& th«; Weed: of a united front. A
“Uuniteds front begun in defense of the (ity

College: students. might well develop into
broader  actions, " The Colnmbus Day

dmntmstl.xtmn\ showed the inadequacy of
oA nmtod hont

m('vtmg The Fascists

_ '_’ YOUNG SPARTACUS
"“Published Monthly by the National
Cmﬁmittet‘.‘ :\'-p;u'tncns Youth
i "~ America at
Vol 3, Octaber 1934 No. 5
* Special New: York Columbus Day Issue
Subscription rate: $.25 per year; Can-
ada. and foreign, $0.35. Bundle orders,
single copies, 3 cents.

League of

United Front Youth Pact

1. The undersigned organizations
agree to unite their forces to combat the
manifestation of Italian Fascist propa-
ganda in America at the Yankee Stadium
on October 12 when 300 Italian students
of the official Italian university will en-
gage in a field day and pageant.

2. Agreed on this aim, the organiza-
tions sign a pact of common action on the
following basis:

a) For the release of all Socialists,
Communists and other anti-Fascist pris-
oners in Italy, as symbols of the struggle
against Fascist oppression.

bh) Against Italian Fascist propaganda
in America.

¢) An appcal to the students in this
delegation from Italy to combat Fascism
in their own country.

3. This aim will be carried out by a
monster common demonstration at the
place and time of the Fascist demonstra-
tion.

If in the course of the joint action, the
members of any participating organiza-
tion clash with opponents, the members
of the other organizations will be under
obligation to lend them every assistance,
providing their actions have not been
against the instructions of the Arrange-
ments Committee,

4. a) The participating organizations
realize that the aet of entering into a
united front assumes loyalty and sinceri-
ty in carrying it out. They pledge to ac-
commodate their actions and propaganda
to accord with the general atmosphere
of harmonious united action that alone
can assure successful united fronts.

b) At the common demonstration their
representatives will confine themselves
exclugively to the agreed-upon aim of
this action (as outlined in section 2).

¢) Kach organization retains its com-
plete independence for carrying on of its
doctrinal propaganda as limited by (a)
and (b) above.

5. All  publicity

pertaining to the

joint action sent to the capitalist press
shall first be passed upon by the Arrange-

ments Committee.

The committee shall issue joint leaflets,
stickers and other means of publicity.
Each organization may issue its own
publicity of this type only with the ap-
proval of the Arrangements Committee.
Each organization has sole control over
publicity in their own propaganda or-
gans, within the terms of this pact.

6. The participating organizations
promise to condemn any breaking of the
conditions of this pact which may appear
within their own organization.

7. a) An arrangements committee
shall be established consisting of two
delegates from each of the following or-
ganizations: Spartacus Youth League,
Student League for Industrial Demo-
cracy, Communist Youth Opposition and
Young Peoples Socialist League. The
Steering Committee consists of one rep-
resentative of each of the initiating or-
ganizations.

b) Places are left open on the Arrange-
ments Committee and Steering Committee
for the Young Communist League and
the National Students League in case
they decide to enter the united front.

¢) The Arrangements Committee may
accept all other youth organizations of
a  working class, political or student
character.

8. No action shall be decided upon or
taken by the Arrangements Committee or
Steering Committee except with the mu-
tual consent of the participating organ-
izations,

(Signed)

AARON LEVENSTEIN, Young Peo-
ples Socialist League.

HAROLD DRAPER, Student League
for Industrial Democracy.

JOSEPH CARTER, Spartacus Youth
League.

MOE STONE, Communist Youth Op-
position.

were eager for fight, and our forces were
prepared for something more than boos.
It ix high time that we prepared our-
selves for future demonstrations with
workers guards and defense corps. Ev-
erything that advances that possibility
one step must be exhausted.

The Columbus Day demonstration also
revealed the danger of a divided force.
The organizations which injure the anti-
I"ascist struggle by remaining out of the
united front must be pressed into it.

N.S.L. Blocks Action...

Unfortunately, the National Student
[.eague, which displays a considerable
verbal, and actual, militancy, injures the
anti-Fascist cause by acting as a pawn
of the Young Stalinist League. Flaunting
a veneer of non-partisanship, the N.S.L.
nevertheless refused to enter the united
front because the “Trotskyites” were in
it.  True enough, the N.S.L. was in no
position to state its objections to the
S.Y.L. as being principle in nature. In-
stead its seven page document of explan-
ation (is that a sign of dissention in the
ranks? It is when a Stalinist organiza-
tion finds it necessary to “explain” some-
thing to. its membership) resorts to a
slew of dishonest arguments. The Trot-
kyists are against the N.S.L. (Where?
And suppose we are, is not the Y.C.L.
against the Y.P.8.1., and are not the
Yipsels against the N.S.I.? And is not
a united front constituted of organiza-
tions that disagree on all but the imme-
diate ixsues?) Verbally they add that
the “Trotskyites” e¢all the N.S.I.. a Fas-
cist organization. (When? In a falsified
interpretation of a discussion article in
the Militant which does.not in any case
represent  the opinion of the organiza-
tion.

Whatever ihe flimsy reasons of the N.
N, it stands condemned as a pawn of
the v.C.L.  Our comrades, active mem-
hers, were scarcely given the opportunity
to precent our arguments in tfull. Arbi-
travy procedure limited the time for dis-
cassion.. By a vole of 90 to 21 the posi-
tion of the N.N.I1. leades wus sustained.
Most of those present were  Y.(LL.ers
bound by fraction discipline. These same

Y.C.L.ers had asked the most questions

at a membership meeting of the Y.C.L.
two nights before. Non-Y.C.I.. members
in the N.S.L. are sure to ask many ques-
tions. We ask, as did the leaflet we is-
sued jointly with the American Workers
Party student fraction: Is it not clear
that the action of the N.S.L. leadership
is based on the sectarian interest of the
Y.C.L.?

Role of S.Y.L...

Since the very first days of our exist-
ence we have been insistent on the united
front, While we work for the general
united front of working class and radical
student organizations our student com-
rades must be in the forefront of the
school actions, as they have been, fre-
quently. (A detailed account of our
comrades’ work in connection with the
New Haven visit of the Fascist student
appears in the Militant of Oct. 13, The
small force of demonstrators battled a
force of Fascists that outnumbered them
9 to 1.) Where the N.S.L. refuses to
work with us we must, by working with
the Student League for Industrial Demo-
cracy, which has shown greater sincerity
in the united front, compel it to alter its
stand, Many of our comrades were the
early builders of the N.S.L. On many
occasions we have praised the N.S.L.
for its actions. But if now the N.S.L.
continues its support of disunity we can-
not cease castigating publicly, whatever
clse our attitude toward it may be. A
first essential is to organize our student
fractions on a solid basis, so that these
can step out as the representatives of the
communist youth. These are likewise to
send inr regular reports

* * *

We see in the Hunter College paper
that Oakley Johnson spoke at the History
Club on “Trotsky and Lenin”. Come,
come, Oakley, a little modesty! * Don't
vou think you ought to know something
about Trotsky and FLenin before you
speak of their differences? You haven't

~even got comrade Trotsky's age right.

" New York Branches of the Spartacus
Youth League meet every Thursday eve-
ning:

OILganilatlon Neotes.

Spartacus Youth
League Activites

Minneapolis, Chicago and Harlem, New
York have come through in the past per-
iod with one new branch of the S.Y.L.
each.

In Minneapolis the branch was organ-
ized during the last truck drivers strike
in the city. Al Russel was sent from the
national center as field organizer and did
the pioneering work, later helped by sev-
eral comrades from Chicago. The branch
is conducting a class in elementary
Marxism, actlive in the unemployed or-
ganization—from which it recruited many
of its members—and working among the
students.

Chicago, under the able leadership of
Nathan Gould, has the most lively and
best organized branches of our League.
Increased activities all along the line
have resulted in a substantial increase
in members, With the opening of the
school semester the student comrades are
once again playing a leading role in the
student struggle.

Sports teams have been organized and
good socials held. 'The proceeds of a
recent social were sent in for YOUNG
SPARTACUNS.

Newark has launched another study
clags under the guidance of Manny Gar-
rett. Because of the large attendance
and popularity of the class ancther one
is being planned under the same instruc-
tor.

In New Haven our branch has been
active in the unemployed field. among
the students and in the anti-Fascist
struggle.

New York City has started the post-
summer vacation season by electing a
new city committee and officers. Plans
for increased membership and more ac-
tivities are being worked out. Members
in the shippiug clerks are funciioning as
w fraction. Other members are active
in a brush strike,

The newly formed Harlem branch has
had several local united front actions
with the Yipsels against Fascism. Sev-
eral successful open air meetings were
held. (On the city united front see’ other
article in this 1ssue)

Y.C.L. Members
Question Leaders

Critical discussion on the problem of
the united front is taking place in the
Young Communist League in New York.
Many have openly expressed themselves
in their units for an all-inclusive united
front., The view is so general that the
leaders of the Y.C.L. were forced to reply
in the Young Worker (See Sept. 25, 1934
issue). Above all they have to explain
why a united front cannot be made with
the “Trotskyites”.

At the New York district membership
meeting held on October 5, the report ol
the refusal of the Y.C.L. to the other
radical youth organizations in a united
front on Columbus Day met hardly-
veiled hostility. Dozens of members asked_
critical questions and spoke. They were
not satisfied with the report. Nor were
they satisfied with the answers to the
questions.

“How about the Belgian pact with the
young- Socialists and Trotskyites?’ “You
say that the Trotskyites have no honest
rank and file workers, then. why did the
Daily Worker ask the honest Trotskyite
workers not to follow their leaders (into
fusion with the American Workers Par-
ty)?" “Why have.we no literature on
Trotskyism?’  “If we cannot make a
united front with the "rotskyites and
Lovestoneites, how is it that we were
united with them in the American Youth -
Congress?” _

These and similar questions showed
the dissatisfaction of the ranks. The cri-
tical questions and speeches often were
greeted with applause. Some of the re-
plies were met with laughter. No vote -

(Continued on Page 7)
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STRIKE WAVE SHOWS THE NEED FOR A LEFT WING

Month after month, the United States
continues to be wracked by a strike wave
that does not let up for a moment. From
coast’” to coast, from the  Creat Lakes
to’ the Gulf of Mexico, the number of
clas§ battles mounts. Although the NRA
has had  its lease on life extended now
for--over -a year, it not only has not
stoppe@ the causes which make workers
strugglie; but, on the contrary, it has

DO=%

served to increase them.

Thé ‘boss class of the U.S.A. is better
organized than it was a year ago. The
banks, 'big capital, have been consolidat-

‘éd. Under the cloak of the go-called lib-
‘eral “NRA, prices have gone up outrag-

eously. American labor is desperate. It
had thought that the Roosevelt admin-
istration was actually for the working
man. But each passing month has
brought him only additional worries and
burdens” to carry. After five years of
watehful waiting, gaining new hope with
the ushering in of the NRA, the coun-
t¥y’s workmen can stand it no longer.
Even the very organizations that they
formed because the voice of the NRA
~eemed “ shouting -to them to become un-
ionized—even these organizations have
ot been- helped: but have been harmed
Dby.:the NRA.

Driven deep into the brains of num-
berless workers, perhaps unconsciously
in many cases, has been the alarm signal

JugoslavKing'sDeath
Shakes Euiope

With the sudden assassinations of
King Alexander of Jugoslavia and the
French Foreign Minister Barthou, an-
other charge of dynamite was jammed
into the powder keg upon which Europe
<its today. War talk flames throughout
the O0ld World ; threatening moves follow
one upon the other. Whether or not
these events will actually be the starting
of another Sarajevo is the thought run-
ning through millions of minds.

Who are these two ruling figures who
have confirmed the old adage, ‘“‘uneasy
lies the head that wears a crown”? King
Alexander was hoisted into power by the
murder of the Queen of a rival dynasty
back in 1903. Now, in 1934, murder end-
ed his reign. ¥or thirty-one years the
King ruled Jugoslavia with a bloody
fist, eruel and unrelenting in oppressing
hix subjects and squeezing millions out
of them for his own personal benefit. His
deadly reign was cut short by the bullets
from the gun of one of the subjected
Croatians, a people under control of
Jugoslavian government.

‘Barthou, smooth tongued agent of the
French ruling class, was one of the
squad of diplomats active in roping in
‘allies for the French war monster under

the hypocritical guise of “peace” talk.

Now the oppressed masses within Ju-
goslavia, the subjected Croatians and
Serbs, threaten to revolt against the ty-
rannical governmenf. On the south and
west Fascist Italy  looks with longing
eyes at Croatia! If disturbances break
the-cloak of “restoring peace and order’.
otit in thig ‘tiny land, Mussolini's gangs
await the opportunity to intervene under
While on the north Fascist Austria mobi-
lizes its troops at the border, the Italian
allies of Albania and Bulgaria stand at
attention. = Barthon’s masters, the French
Doss class, mutter their anger and fev-
erishly look for excuses to extend their
greedy tentacles toward the oppressed
land.

Within Jugoslavia itself, the workers
and peasants must look with alarm at
these terrible omens of war. Their solu-
tion lies not with any of the ruling
classes, kings or capitalists, inside or
outside oppressors. Only workers' rule
can lead to freedom.

T. S. FLEET PRACTICES
The United States Fleet has been or-

dered to rush through the Panama Canal
to -the California coast so as to keep it

in trim for any emergencies.

to stop waiting for the Administration to
do something for them. Depend only on
yourself! Get out and fight for your
rights! These slogans have shocked
American labor out of a death-like quiet
that seemed as though it would never
end. Angered at the discriminations
practiced by employers against the fight-
ers who took Section T7a seriously, the
workers of many industries have been
roused into action. It is surprising to
note that many of the strikes, even ma-
jor omes such as Minneapolis, have
brought thousands of workers out on the
issne of discrimination or recognition of
the union. Even though their conditions
have been so horribly lowered in the past
year, wages alone have not been the main
demand in the big majority of the
strikes. Rather the preservation of the
union was demanded and succeeded in
causing many strikes.

The fact that this understanding of
the need for the elementary organization
—the trade union—is something that so
many workers have learned to fight for,

is the really bright feature of the whole
strike wave of the past months, For
exactly this reason, the defeat of nearly
every major strike and many secondary
ones appears puzzling at first glance.
How could the general strike on the west
coast and the great textile strike be so
badly shot to pieces? How could the De-
troit antomobile strike and the threatened
steel strike be xo cruelly wiped out?
Glance through the day to day story of
these strikes a little critically and the
answer thrusts itself forward. In every
oue of these strikes a despicable, coward-
Iy leadership has broken the strike from
within! Not the rank and file, no. But
the leadership of the American Federa-
tion of Labor; -the William Greens, the
Gormans, and their little satellites. In
the auto strike they let the NRA and
Roosevelt ‘walk in and send the workers
back on promises. Mass discriminations
were the result, with the NRA doing
nothing about it. In steel they never
even dared to call the workers out, made
absolutely no preparations against the

Jobless and Strikers Co-operate

The strike of the Minneapolis truck
drivers is now a thing of the past. Yet
the glow of that brilliant struggle still
fills the air. It is one of those immortal
events that ranks with the most glorious
traditions of American labor’s great bat-
tle to free itself from the clutches of
wage slavery. In the record of the Min-
neapolis strike.is written a story that
wil be repeated over and over again in
coming strikes of the workers of this
country: the story of employed and un-
employed standing shoulder to shoulder
against the common enemy, the boss
class.

Two workers laid down their lives in
the courses of that valiant fight. One
was Henry Ness, employed, member of
Local 574; the other was John Belor, un-
employed, member of the Minneapolis
Central Council of Workers, the unem-
ployed organization of Minneapolis. Hen-
ry Ness was still fortunate enough to
have a job: a job that brought him a
miserable wage so low that his family
could barely exist on it. John Belor was
one of the millions of victims of the cap-
italist crisis; one of the millions of
American workers thrown out on the
scrap heap when the boss no longer had
use for them.

Both had been taught the bitter lesson
that every worker leans sooner or later:
the only way to fight the powerful boss-
es’ organizations is to ORGANIZE.
Fighters through and through, symbols
of the best types of workmen, they took
heed of that lesson and became organ-
ized. When the strike broke out, the two
organizations cast their lot together;
there was not to be any scabbing by un-
employed on their class brothers in this
strike. ILabor stood solid in Minneapolis
despite every ftrick used to split the
unity.

Even the federal government of the
United States tried it. Instructions were
sent out in the first week of the strike
to every Emergency Relief Administra-
tion project in the city THAT THE ERA
PROJECTS WERE PART OF THE
FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION — AND
ANYBODY ATTEMPTING TO AGITATE
THE MEN IN FAVOR OF THE STRIKE,
WHO WERE SENT BY THE UNION OR
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS SHOULD

Textile Strike Renewed

Despite Roosevelt’s pleas for industrial
peace textile workers are preparing for
a new strike against the despicable
Roosevelt - Gorman  settlement. 30,000
have already left the mills in and around
Paterson, New Jersey, Workers in other
mills charging discrimination and viola-
tion of the recent “agreement”.

The demands include union recogni-
tion, a thirty-hour week and a minimum
wage of $1 an hour.

BE REPORTED TO THE MILITARY
AUTHORITIES. This dastardly attempt
to keep the relief workers cut off from
supporting the strikers showed to the
thinking workers that the government
was on the side of the bosses—and it
failed.

But this method was mild compared
to what was to come.

Murder was committed on the streets
of Minneapolis. I'orty-five workers fell
wounded beneath bursts of gunfire from
police guns. Eleven of those forty-five
were members of the M.C.C.W. Two of
the wounded were destined to breathe
their last before the strike was ended.
Henry Ness died on his hospital cot as
National Guardsmen launched a new at-
tack against the union. With fury in
their hearts, 574 and the M.C.C.W. re-
taliated with fighting pickets who cleaned
the highways of scab trucks. Unity and
workingclass solidarity had been burned
into their brains by the fire of class war.
The death of John Belor two weeks later
cemented the relations more firmly.

They held a funeral, those workers of
Minneapolis, as the body of Henry Ness
lay cold in death. Taking over the
streets of Minneapolis, thousands upon
thousands of workers of this mid-Western
city marched in silence to the grave of
their fallen comrade. With hats off and
heads bowed, those working people took
possession of the streets which workers’
hands had built; which now were legally
denied them. Not a cop dared to show
hig face along the entire line of march.
Yet perfect discipline reigned through-
out. Only when someone on the sidewalk
refused to take off his hat; and once
when an automobile tried to break
through the procession, was the silence
broken. A hundred men leaped out of
the ranks and went for that car. And
every hat came off ; or was taken off,

The Communist League played an im-
portant role in the truck drivers’ strike
and in the Minneapolis Central Council of
Workers. Its members occupied leading
positions. The trade union program and
“he general class struggle position of the
Internationalist-Communists were tried
and stood the test. A great step towards
a new revolutionary party.

Minneapolis labor was rehearsing, even
though few may have known it. It was
rehearvsing a scene that will one day be
performed by labor everywhere. In hon-
oring their dead, working men and wo-
men had taken over the city that right-
fully belongs to them. Against the united
rule of the bosses, the employed and un-
employed pitted their common, united
struggle. This was to be one of the real
factors to bring the strike to a victorious
conclusion. It will one day play the
same role on a far bigger stage, in a far
bigger drama: when American labor rises
up as one and takes over the whole coun-

try! —{'AP.

gangster-machine  gun  preparations of
the bosses. In Frisco the Ryans and Co.
maneouvred against a battling rank and
file at every stage of the game; refusing
to call sympathetic strikes of other labor
unions, joining in the red-baiting cam-
paign, playing around with the NIRA un-
til they finally broke the back of the
strike. In textiles, where the workers
fought as game a battle as could -be
wanted, Gorman and his crew let them
carry on the struggle for a few weeks,
then herded a bewildered rank and file
back to work on a ‘“settlement” that
stinks to the high heavens.

In every strike these scoundrels have
led, they have harmed the unions. Their
“confidence” game is to get the workers
into the organization, the A. ¥, of L., in
order to get their hard earned pennies in
dues. Once the struggles of the mem-
bership really gets going, they chip in
their lot with the bosses. They are truly
lieutenants of the capitalist class within
the ranks of the workers.

These two angles stand out as the most
important facts as far as the union move-
ment proper is concerned: The militancy
and fighting will of the rank and file and
the treacherous policy of the A. F. of IL.
leadership. That spirit must be organ-
ized in the form of a left wing which
can intelligently combat the ftricks of
the leadership.

N.Y. Regional ¥Youth

Conference P|anned

The continuations committee of the
American Fouth Congress has called for
a New York regional conference for Nov.
4. The committee was elected at the
“First American Youth (‘ongress” which
met August 15, 16 and 17 and includes
the Young Peoples Socialist League, Stu-
dent ILeague for Industrial Democracy,
Young Communist League, National Stu-
dent League and several liberal organiza-
tions.

The purpose of the Congress has al-
ready been reported on in the Militant.
‘We will return to this question in future
issues of our paper.

The real value of the American Youth
Congress is shown by its refusal to join
the Columbus Day United Youth Com-
mittee for the October 12th anti-Fascist
demonstration. When Joe Carter in the
name of the committee presented the in-
vitation the liberals feared that it would
give the Congress a “red” taint and “bad
publicity” while the representative of
the Young Communist League supported
the motion to reject on the grounds that
the American Youth C(ongress should
have initiated the united front!

Mr. Hearst has always stood for Lib-
erty with a capital Y. ¥asn't he?! Com-
munism to his mind is Satan himself
coming to rob all of their liberties and
even Mr. Roosevelt, our friend thinks, is
far from the ideal because he tends to
be a dictator, whereas he, Hearst, is a
“pure” democrat. Sure, Mr. Hearst is
for liberty. He wants all the liberty
possible-—to exploit us as much as pos-
sible. So, being quite up to date on such
questions, he has turned a friendly eye
to fascism.

Mr. Hearst, always aunxious of our
welfare, told us from Germany that:

“If Hitler succeeds in  pointing the
way of peace and order and an ethical
development which has been destroyed
throughout the world by war, he willk
have accomplished a measure of good not
only for his own people but for all hu-
manity, . . .

“This battle, in fact, can only be viewed
as a4 struggle which  all liberty-loving
peoples are bound to follow with under-
standing and sympathy.”

You are not telling us anything new,
Mr. Hearst, we always knew the kind of
liberty that you believed in!
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With the World Militant Youth Movement

International Bureau of
Revolutionary Youth

Since the Luxemburg world youth con-
ference held last February, the Interna-
tional Bureau of Revolutionary Youth
Organizations has regularly communicat-
ed with all the sections. These include,
among others, the Socialist Youth League
of Germany (connected with the Social-
ist Workers Party), the Socialist Youth
League of Holland, the Mot Dag group
of Norway, the United Socialist Youth
League of Rumania and the national
youth sections of the International Com-
munist League (Holland, France, Bel-
gium, Spain, Canada and the United
States).

Because of technical and financial dif-
ficulties only a limited amount of the ma-
terial has been sent to the branches of
the S.Y.L. The infrequent appearance of
YOUNG SPARTACUS has further handi-
capped us in keeping the comrades in-
formed as to the happenings in the Eu-
.ropean young workers' movement.

The International Bureau has conduct-
ed a campaign for the release of the four
German youth arrested at its first con-
gress.  Demonstrations were held in a
number of countries in Furope and the
United States. An appeal to revolution-
ary action was addressed by the Bureau
to the delegates to the Young Socialist
International conference held in Luet-
tich, Belgium on August 3-5.

We hope to be able to give more de-
tailed reports in future issues of YOUNG
SPARTACUS.

Spain

A few weeks before the recent Spanish
revolt, the Spanish Young Socialist
League was considering a break with the
Labor and Socialist (Second) Interna-
tional and the Young Socialist Interna-
tional. This big step was to be taken at
an international conference of the Span-
ish, French, Belgium, Swiss and Italian
Young Socialist Leagues.

This move shows the real direction in

Boolk IRevie w

Fontamara by Ignazio Silone

FONTAMARA, by lgnazio Silone. pp.
XIX--299. Smith and Haas. $2.50.
“JPontamara” has been praised by all

the bourgeois critics—despite its propa-

ganda. We praise “Fontamara” precise-

Iy because it ix good propaganda at the

same time it is an excellent literary

work. One might read a thousand ar-
ticles about fascism and not gain as clear
an insight into what fascism means for
farmer and worker. And one may read
all the books written by the fascists since

Mussolini’'s march on Rome and not find

a work of art that can approach by the

gmallest degree this great revolutionary

document.

Silone does not speak as an intellectual
looking down at the farmer. Ile resorts
to no tricks of dialect to create a realis-
tic situation. But Silone needs no dialect
to make the speech of the Fontamarans
sound authentic. It sounds so simple, one
can not help hear the peasant talking.
That ix because Silone himself was a
Fontamaran for twenty years, until he
was compelled to leave Italy. He doesn't
tell the story himself. He lets a peas-
ant, his wife and son, who had fled from
the fascists into Switzerland, alternate
in telling the story. Every feature of
their life shows itself. While it is an ac-
count of farmer life it nevertheless makes
it ¢lear that city workers scarcely fare
better. On one occasion this appears
very deliberate. But why be petty?

Fontamara is a village in the southern
Appenines of Italy. Tax after tax grinds
the peasants down. Far removed from
the center of affairs, the city. the Fon-
tamarans fail to understand what has
happened with the government. Nor are
they concerned—except for the fact that
their position is made even more miser-
able than it had been. An alderman is
appointed. He is of great wealth, and
what wealth he lacks he obtains by
cheating the farmers of their land, their
water. They had trusted some city slick-
ers, ‘“friends of the people”, who are
~themselves well to do.  An attempt is
made to divert the stream from the vil-
lage to those of the Promoter, as the al-
derman is known. The villagers pro-
test, and the “friend of the people” draws
up @ compromise which they accept
though they do not understand it-—with
the result that three-quarters goes to the
I'romoter and three guarters of the re-
mainder to Fontamara. When the dupli-
city is learned the same “friend” extracts
a promise from the Promoter that the
water will only be diverted for a limited
period of time—"ten quingquenniads™. Aund
the villagers ponder about the meaning
of “ten (uinguenniads™ while they starve
and their fields burn.

Pt “Fontamara’ is more than a record
of life under the fascist heel. Unlike the
many Italian villages, Fontamara re-

be!led against fascist Rome and became
a rumored by-word in Italy. The Fonta-
marans could not understand what was
the cause of the political upheaval; but
they could understand that their taxes
were grQWing, that their wages when
they hired themselves out, were being
cut. They refused the impositions and
demanded their rights; and these “dumb”
peasants who knew nothing of politics
were labelled dangerous agitators.

More and more these farmers who seek
only an opportunity to work and earn
their bread become the open enemies of
the fascist despots. They already were
the enemies of the rich whom fascism
made richer. To them the fascisti who
came to preserve order in Fontamara—
by raping the women, who labelled each
man anarchist, communist, etc., accord-
ing to the unswer he gave to the unin-
telligible question. Whom are you for?,
were weak scum who, rather than work,
preferred serving the masters for the
right to oppress the poor, cowards who
were bold in gangs at night.

Slowly the Fontamarans learn how to
resist. When they begin, it is enough in
their opinion to burn the house of the
man who exloits them. They are far
from conscious revolutionists, They are
disorganized:; they fight without direc-
tion. However, Berardo Viola, who had
encouraged them in their opposition,
learns and he teaches Raffaelle. Berar-
do. is murdered by his jailers in Rome.
But there are many Rerardos, and when
these are killed there remain the Raf-
faelles. Before he dies, Berardo, who has
learned, speaks:

“Unity. What does that mean?
Tinity! Did I ever hear that word
nsed bhefore? I never heard the word
used in my life before. It's a new word.
Unity. It means solidarity. It means
strength, It means liberty. It ineans
the soil—and the soil without rent to
pay for it. Did I ever hear that word
used before? Such a simple thing as
it will be. Simply to take this word
to Fontamara, If I should die ... if
1 should die, you take this word to
Fontamara with you: Unify. You must
pass it on to all of them. To Raffaelle
Scarpone first of all, and then to the
others, Michelle Zompa., General Bald-
issera, Ponzio Pilate, Antonio Ranoc-
chio, to all of them: Unity. No more
hatred among farmers. No more hatred
between farmers and workmen., We
need just one thing: Unity. All the rest
will come of itself.”

The word ix carried back. The farmers
organize. publish their paper: What must

wo do?  IPascist legions swoop down, sack
the  village, Fontamarans are killed.
Others flee.  What must we do? The
answer is clear, —G.

which the militant youth are moving: a
break with reformism and centrism and
for a new revolutionary international.

The Spanish young Socialsts have
learned rapidly from the German and

Austrian events. They seriously com-
bined the struggle against Fascism with
digcussions on the fundamental problems
of the movement. All supported the slo-
gans for the armed overthrow of capital-
ist rule and the establishment of a work-
ers’ dictatorship. Many endorsed the
slogan for a Fourth International raised
by the International Communist League.

Symptomatic is the name of their the-
oretical magazine, Spartacus. As they
explain it in their first issue, the name
was adopted because they openly aim to
follow in the path of the German Spar-
tacus leaders, Rosa Luxemburg and Karl
Liebknecht.

They made much headway in this
direction but not enough to clearly un-
derstand Marxism. (See editorial in this
issue—“Lessons of Spanish Revolt.’) We
are confident that large sections of the
young Socialists will struggle with the
comrades of the Communist Left for a
new revolutionary party and youth league
in Spain.

France

Our French Leninist Youth League has
joined the Young Socialist League. This
important decision was made at the same

time that the Communist League of
France decided to join the Socialist
party.

The conditions and reasons for these
steps have been explained in detail in
recent issues of the Militant, It should
be clear that the Young Socialist League
must be considered as part of the gen-
eral Socialist movement in France, in
fact, its most militant section.

Before joining the Young Socialist
League, the Leninist Youth issued a gpe-
¢ial number of Le Combat Des dJeunes
(Fight of the Youth) explaining their

action. They clearly state that in enter-
ing the Young Socialist League they are
not giving up a single one of their ideas.
That they will openly defend their Len-
jnist program in the ranks of the young
Socialists. They add that they will re-
spect the discipline of the organization
and accept all the rights and duties of
all members,

Our comrades are already working asg
a group inside the Young Socialist
League. Even before their entrance, the
Seine district of the Y.S.L. supported the
slogan for the Fourth Interantional.
Since their adherence they have made
further gains in winning young Socialists
to our pregram.

Belgiun.

Under the pressure of the Co.amuiist
party (Stalinists), the Young Commu-
nist League broke its united front agree-
ment with the Young Socialist League
and the Leninist Youth League of Bel-
gium. A united front pact has been gigned
by the three organizations on August 18.
(See the Militant of Sept. 8.)

The united front called for common ac-
tion in support of all victims.of Fascism
and reaction, including Thaelmann and
Trotsky, and against all steps leading to
dictatorial measures or the illegalization
of any of the three organizations, etc.

The order to break the agreement wag
made because the Leninist Youth League
was included in the united front and it
called for the defense of Leon Trotsky.

An international campaign against the
“Trotskyists” is being resumed by the
Stalinists in all countries, including the
United States, which by slander aims to
isolate,us from the young Socialists and
the unorganized young workers,

Resistance to this policy is noticeable
among the members of the Young Com-
munist League not only in New York but
2leo in Belgium as the votirg om *hn de-
cision to break the united front there
showed.

Ttalian Intellectuals Under Fascism

ITALIAN INTELLECTUALS TUNDER
FASCISM. Facts and Documents. Col-

lected by the Student League for In-
dustrial Democracy. New York, be.

The Student League for Industrial De-
mocracy has just published this valuable
and timely anti-Fascist pamphlet as an
antidote to the Fascist student propagan-
dists now in the United States, bringing
“good will” from Mussolini. It consti-
tutes a plain, unadorned statement of
what has happened to Italian intellectuals
under Fascism.

The pamphlet could be called a mini-
ature “Black Book of Italian Fascism”.
It is a well-documented expose of Fas-
cist repression and regimentation. It de-
scribes events leading up to the Royal
Decree of August 28, 1931, which ‘“com-
pelled all university professors-to sign an
oath, by which they swore ‘to exercise
the function of teaching and to fulfill all
academic duties with the purpose of
forming active and valiant citizens de-
voted to the country and to the Fascist
regime'.” Since March, 1933, it has been
impossible to achieve a professorship
without belonging to the Fascist party.
Fascist university students have been or-
dered “to present themselves at the final
oxaminations for their degrees wearing
the b'ack shirt”.

Repressive measures which have been
taken toward certain well known intel-
lectuals are described in detail., There
is the case of Piero (Gobetti, a young lib-
eral publisher who was hounded and
beaten until he died of illness caused by
his Fascist attackers. Singnor Ferrero,
Italian historian, was regularly torment-
ed by police terror from 1925 to 1931. The
case of the 65-year-oid musicians, Ar-
turo Toscanini’'s “box on ear” for having
refused to open his concert with the Fas-
cist hymn, at Bologna on May 14, 1931,
is* well known., It will be noticed that
the individuals mentioned are not mili-

tant anti-Fascists but liberal intellectu-
als who oppose Fascist theories.

A severe censorship is placed on pub-
lication of books according to the doc-
trines of the Fascist party and the Cath-
olic Church.

Most significant in connection with the
visit of the Fascist students, is the fol-
lowing description of the duties of Ital-
ians ‘abroad: “Paragraph 5 of the Act of
December 6, 1926, which has. been Para-
graph 269 of the Fascist Penal Code of
July 1, 1931, punishes with imprisonment
of from 5 to 24 years ‘any citizen who,
outside the territory of the State divulges
or communicates in any way whatsoever
rumor or news which are false, exagger-
ated, or misleading, concerning the in-
ternal conditions of the State, in such @
way as to diminish the credit or prestige
of the State abroad, or wha displays in
any way whatsoever activity detrimental
to national interests.”. That makes these
visiting students propagandists by law as
well as by bribery. )

This L.I.D. pamphlet supplies a great
deal of evidence of intellectual repres-
sion in Fascist Italy. However compared
to the scale on which represw.on is con-
ducted in Italy, it can but give examples.
And most unfortunately it makes no or-
ganic criticism of Fascist culture. Fas-
¢ism is anti-intellectual to the core. Its
intellectual Yyepressfons are part of a
cult of ignorance. A Fascist must close
his eyes to history and sack every evi-
dence of intelligence and _objectivity.
Iascists crush not only conscious anti-
Fascists, but humanness itself.

This failure to analyze basically the
Fascist substitution of brutality for in-
telligence all along the line, is unfortun-
ate.  For such an analysis, we refer read-
ers’ to comrade Leon Trotsky's article
“Portrait of National Socialism”. pub-
lished in Yale Review and in the Mili-
tant, —JOHN SHAYS.
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The Lessons of the Spanish Revolt

The Spanish workers who heroically fought against reaction for the time being
have been defeated. We have a two-fold duty to these brave fighters: to understand
their struggle and to defend their comrades who have been imprisoned, to help them
reorganize their fighting ranks.

After the Spanish events what is left of the view of a ‘‘peaceful revolution”?
Did we not read of the Spanish "‘democratic republic” which would show a new road,
different from the Russian Bolshevik path? By peaceful and legal means. we were
told, the Spanish workers would attain their freedom.

In the early days of the republic the Socialist party participated in the national

- government, in the cabinet with capitalist parties. Soon the illusions of “the demo-
'crat‘i’c‘ road” were clear to all. But the Bolshevik alternative was not yet accepted.
E'Ib'he"s_ocialist workers were definitely moving to this program when the open struggle
began.

What caused the struggle?
strength and weaknesses?

The recent conflict broke loose when three Fascists were accepted into the national
government. The Fascist movement in Spain, particularly in its reactionary Catholic

- form, has grown into a strong movement as a result of the wave of reaction which
followed the victory of Fascism in Germany and later in Austria.
THE UNITED FRONT

The lessons oft the German and Austrian events did not fail to affect the Spanish
workers. Local united fronts (Workers’ Alliances) were formed in various parts of
Spain. Daily they were in active conflict with the Fascist bands. They included
the Socialist party, the trade unions, the Anarchists and the Communist Left (“Trot-
skyites”). The Communist party (Stalinists) refused to join until the last days.
Up to the last minute the demand of the Communist Left for a national workerk’
alliance was rejected by the leaders of the Socialist party.

During the armed strnggle it was precisely such sections where workers’ alliances
had worked for some time, as in Catalonia and Asturias, that the workers were best
organized and put up the greatest amount of resistance.

From this we can learn the lesson which was taught by the German events in a
different form: a united front of all workers’ organizations is needed to crukh
Fascism.

Further, the general strike called by the Socialist party was not prepared by
previous struggles. The Spanish Socialicsts had rejected any struggles for partial
economic or political demands. While they openly proclaimed for the dictatorship of
the working class. a workers’ republic which would crush all capitalist resistance to
achieving socialism, they did not lead up to this decisive struggle through fighting
for the most elementary needs of the workers (wages, hours, living conditions, demo-
cratic demands—freedom of press, speech, organization).

The Russian Bolsheviks, the only workers' party which successfully led a revolu-
tion, systematically defended the smallest needs of the workers and peasants, thereby
arousing the most backward sections for revolutionary struggle.

A revolutionary general strike cannot be successful unless it occurs as a culmin-
.ation of a series of mass struggles and strikes; on the basis of partial demands. This
is the lesson taught long ago by Lenin and Luxemburg and once again confirmed by

What were the organizations of the workers, their

the Spanish events.

The struggle between the revolutionary workers and reaction also revealed
weaknesses in work among the peasants and soldiers. Here are two fields in which
the Socialists of all countries have been particularly feeble. We have learned from
the Bolsheviks the importance of winning these sections of the people for the revolu-
tion. Without them a successful Socialist revolution is not possible. Spain has again
confirmed this view.

THE NEED FOR A REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

Above all, what was lacking in Spain was the clear cut Marxist revolutionary
leaderShip which had absorbed the experiences of the Bolsheviks and the struggles of
the workers of the past decade. It is only such a party which could have forged an
effective fighting national united front, conducted partial struggles, won the peasantry
and the soldiers for the revolution,

To build such a party is the main task of the militant Spanish workers. The
Communist Left (‘“Trotskyites”) are in the forefront of the movement for the new
revolutionary party. Their ranks have been seriously affected by arrests and im-
prisonments. All workers’ organizations, particularly the Socialist party, have
suffered from the reaction. Largo Cabellero, leader of the 8. P. and Zancajd, presi-
dent of the Socialist Youth League are in the hands of the Fascist murderers.

ALL POWER TO THE SPANISH WORKERS!

For their defense a mighty united front movement must be built.
seriously énd fundamentally we understand the Spanish events the hetter we will be
able to help our comrades reconstitute their fighting front; the more capable will we
be to fight our struggle in this country.

The Spanish workers have been temporarily defeated.
jnspired by their recent struggle, learning its lessons, more mighty than ever.
power to the hereic Spanish workers!
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The Y.P.S.L. at the Crossroads

The Young Peoples Socialist League is at its orossroads. It has broken from
Socia]isf reformism but has not yet adopted a clear-cut revolutionary program. It is
today groping in the dark.

The increased militancy of the Yipsels, their greater participation in strike
struggles, anti-Fascist actions, and student activities, makes even more necessary a
fundamental program and a clear-cut program of action.

“The pendulum of radicalism in the United States is definitely swinging toward
revolutionary Socialism”, reads an editorial in the official organ of the Y.P.S.L.
(Challenge—October, 1934). But what is this revolutionary Socialism? Is it a definite
agreement with the revolutionary road to power? Is it a raalistic understanding of
the need for a revolutionary party? Unfortunately, not.

The National Committee of the Yipsels as well as the majority of its members
accept the meaningless but radical sounding declaration of principles adopted at the
Detroit Convention of the Socialist Party. In other words, they believe that there is
more than one road to Socialism. Not only can eapitalism be overthrown by forceful
and violent means but it is possible to achieve a classless society peacefully.

Does this “revolutionary Socialism’” mean the reform of the Second International
of Vandervelde, the Belgian king's loyal servant, and Henderson, the British Labor
Party’s chairman of the imperialist “disarmament” conference? Apparently it does.

With what pride do the American Yipsels point to the militant Spanish Young
Socialists. Today these brave comrades are engaged in a life-and-death struggle
against their Spanish exploiters and for the dictatorship of the proletariat. For
months they have been seriously considering the basic problems of the revolution.
At their last national convention a minority openly supported the Fourth Interna-
tional. Only a few weeks before the outbreak of the revolution the Spanish young
Sociaists were planning to call an international conference of the Belgian, Swisk,
Italian, and French Young Socialist Ieagues to consider a break with the Young
Socialist International and the Second International, They uhhesitatingly fought for
the expulsion of the right wing from the Socialist party and for the revolutionary
They combined active struggle against the Fascist bands with serious
Inr a word, they made con-

path to power,
discussions of the needs of thea revolutionary movement.
cious efforts—explicitly expressed—to follow the examples set hy the Russian Bol-
sheviks, Lenin and Trotsky, and the German Spartacans, Liebknecht and Luxembourg.

The American Yipsels today have the choice of traveling along this road with
increased speed or dissipating their militaney into non-revolutionary channels. Ac-
tivity in the class struggle is indispensible but; it must be guided by a Marxist pro-
gram if it is to have progressive and revolutionary effects. The Yipsels have in recent
times been very active in the class struggle, but with what results? Alongside of
their good work they played the game of the conservative American Federation
leaders. For example: the recent great textile strike.

Here they helped organize the workers, formed militant picket lines and gave
spirit to the newly organized, However, when Gorman ard McMahon, supported by
the Socialist Rieve, shamefully called off the strike on the basis of the treacherous
promise of Roosevelt’s Winant Board ‘“to investigate conditions”, the Yipsels—though
they may have been against the capitulation—passively or actively supported it. If
they were going to follow the Socialist party trade union policy they had no other
choice: to help the A. F. of L. leaders refrain from criticizing their actions, or be
condemned as Communists, (In New York, the strike was continued on the grounds
that the textile industry in this city is entirely different from the rest of the country.)

To the textile workers and to the working class as a whole, who tomorrow, if not
today, will recognize the miserable character of the “settlement”, the militant Yipsels
will appear as tools of the Gormans and McMahons. This despite their best intentions.

The coming class conflicts in the United States will pose the problems of a revo-
lutionary organization and a program even more sharply. Trade union problems, the
struggle against Fascism, the struggle against militarism and imperialist wars, all
require definite, unambiguous policies. The Y.P.S.L., not only has not such policies
today but, if it follows the centrist leadership of the Socialist party, it will never
have them,

How long will this floundering continue? One thing is certain, it cannot last

for long. Class struggle events are moving too fast in the United States and abroad.
Only the greatest clarity on the fundamental problems of the revolntion can push the
Yipsels forward in a genuinely revolutionary direction, (larity is obtained by careful
study of the teachings of the revolutionary masters, of the experiences of the
workers’ movements in all countries, and active participation in the daily battles of
the working class,

The growing demand for the expulsion of the traitors to socialism and the Amer-
ican patriots like Waldman, Kahn, Ameringer, and Jasper McLevy, gives witness to
the increasing recognition by young Socialists of the need of a revolutionary party.
The genuinely revolutionary elements in the Yipsels are moving toward the Fourth
The leading young Socialists in Frisco have recently joined the
We have, in spite of our small numbers, already heavily

International.

Spartacus Youth League.
contributed to clarifying some of the problems of the revolution in the minds of
sections of the Y.P.S.L. The Spartacus Youth League has played a leading role in
forging the united front of the radical youth organizations. We have aimed, in spite
of all difficulties, to play an active role in the struggles of the youth, wherever
possible, jointly with the Yipsels.

The great need of the moment is a new revolutionary party and youth league
which will be an integral part of the Fourth International. The militant young
Socialists can contribute a great deal towards the achievement of this aim. We openly
state that the foremost need within the Young Peoples Socialist League is a definitely
organized Left wing group whiclr strives i this direction. The Spartacus Youth have

and will continne to do all that is possible to hasten this movement.
—JOSEPH CARTER.
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Draft Resolution on the Student Problem

1-a. ‘There are today in the United
Qtates <ome 900,000 students . attending
the various colleges and universities. The
total number of high-school students
runs into millions. Both these numbers
add up to a considerable force that the
Spartacus Youth League must take rec-
oguition of. Reactionary movements,
Tascism at present, have always made
a4 bid for this force. in order to direct it
against the working class. The propa-
ganda of the capitalist state concentrates
heavily upon the schools,

b. In their efforts, the reactionaries
have the advantage of the social compo-
sition of the students, particularly in the
colleges where the principal source of
recruitment is the lower middle class
(petty bourgeoisie). The upper classes,
as well as a certain section of the work-
ing class, generally the more highly paid
brackets in the larger cities, contribute
their ~hare to the number of students in
the kigher schools. Even where the stu-
dent. is recruited from the proletariat, he
aims to leave his class by entering an-
other—as a professional or business man.
However, the ravages of the capitalist
crisis work in the favor of revolutionary
propaganda, both for the students of pro-
letarian and middle class origin. Over-
production in the intellectual field, as
well as in the industrial, tends to keep
him in the class from which he stems.
Moreover, along with the small business
men and other representatives of their
class as a whole, many students of non-
proletarian origin are being forced to
enter the ranks of labor, as white collar
slaves, factory workers or jobless.

¢. Particular emphasis must be placed
upon work in the secondary (high)
schools, which has thus far been neglect-
od. Here the percentage of students from
working class families is vastly greater
than in the colleges. More and more,
voung people who previously left school
at an early age, are compelled to stay
in school through the high school age
(eighteen) by an absence of jobs, and
compulsory education laws, despite the
curtailment of educational facilities dur-
ing the crisis. (The same holds true, in
smaller measure, for the colleges.) If
the 8.Y.L. is to win over these youth be-
tween the ages of fifteen and twenty-one
who are poisoned with the patriotic edu-
cation of the schools, serious efforts must
be made to spread its influence in the
high-schools, which should constitute a
major source for the S.Y.L.

2, Revolutionary education becomes
the primary task of the §.Y.L. among the
students. Differences in social composi-
tion make this especially necessary.
Bound. in the main, with classes other
than the working class, there is no last-
ing unity of interests among the stud-
ents as such. Their existence as stu-
dents is but for a few years, after which
they take their place in a class society.
He can only be won over to the side of
the revolutionary working class by ideo-
logical conviction. Education assumes
the character of discussion, literature,
lectnures, and participation with the
workers in certain activities, such as
demonstrations, anti-war movements and
the like, in which he realizes that the
decisive class is the working class.

3-2. Several organizations are at-
tempting to organize the students. Out-
side of the regular capitalist channels,
thege congist in the first instance of the

W AR

The people, your whole ruling class

Have lull'd asleep, shall wake at ast;

T'oo long you've cramp’d and caged apart

"These remnants of the Mountain heart;

Out of your niggard hunger-cure

They pass dejected, dull, demure:

Their best, their bravest blood you tap,

Ncoop out their marrow and their sap,

Pound into spinters every soul,

That should have stood a welded whole—

jut you may live to hear the roar

Of revolution thunder: War!
—HENDRIK IBSEN.

National Student League and the Student
League for Industrial Democracy. Where-
ag the former is controlled by the Young
Communist (Stalinist) League and de-
nies Its ‘ecommunist™ sympathies, the
latter is controlled by the Young Peoples
Socialist League and admity its Socialist
affilintions.  Our attitude to each, and to
the student movement in general, is de-
termined by the same factors. Both are
growing. The N.8.L. claiming some 3,000
members, the S.L.I.D. an older organiz-
ation, claiming some 2,700.

b. An organization which aims to
educate the students in the character of
the class struggle, and the duties which
result from it can only do so on the basis
of a clear program, & communist pro-
gram, Clarity, which is always essential,
is doubly so where different class ele-
ments are involved, That clarity can
only be provided by the S.Y.L. which
conducts systematic activity and educa-
tion among the students. Other organiz-
ations which attempt to teach ‘“commu-
nism” or *“socialism” on the campus con-
flict with the function of the S.Y.L., and
serve only to breed confusion. Where
these groups adopt a half-way “revolu-
tionary” position by trying to slyly inject
revolutionary propaganda so that it will
not be recognized, their evil influences
increase.

Our propaganda must be conducted by
students, organized in the S.Y.L. who for
the purpose of direct agitation in the
schools unite to form a communist stu-
dent group, i.e., a school fraction of
League members, Every communist stu-
dent must join the S.Y.L. or the C.L.A.
and do his work there like any other
member. Separate organizutions of com-
munist students can under no circum-
stances be recognized. Organizations of
that description must be dissolved.

c. But those organizations which, like
the N.S.I., move in the direction of or-
ganizing the students solely on the prob-
lems of the student issues are similarly
intolerable. A left wing group must take
sides for and against each of the classes
that comprise society. A union, and the
N.S.L. contemplates a union, is predi-
cated upon a unity of interests. That
unity does not exist among the students;
tor, they contain representatives of all
classes. Unlike workers, they are not
faced, as a group, with the same essen-
tial problems throughout their lives.
They have not as a group identical social
problems. In addition, precisely because
of his middle class nature, he cannot
play an independent role in society, rev-
olutionary or otherwise—and less so in
an advanced capitalist system than else-
where, His duty is to accept leadership
from the worker. Our duty towards him
is to make him a member of the S.Y.L.,
to break him away from his class moor-
ings if he is not already associatéd with
the working class. The character of the
S.Y.L. is sufficiently broad to make any
recourse to a “wider” organization un-
necessary.

4-a. Our opposition to independent
organizations of the students does not
mean that we are to do no work in them.
Rather it is the duty of each S.Y.L. stu-
dent member to join either one of the
two groups already mentioned (depend-
ing .upon which one offers better oppor-
tunities). At the proper time we state
our opinions, and can propose that the
organizations decentralize their activi-
ties, assume a more educational form,
and transfer their functions to the school
discussion clubs (which we do not op-
pose). We should devote much attention
to the formation of discussion clubs, par-
ticularly in the high-schools where free-
dom of speech is more limited than in
the colleges and where these clubs can
become the center of the radical minded
youth.

b. While we stress the educational
nature of our work, we cannot fail to
recognize the problems that do confront
the students. Our comrades must in all
cases play active, nay leading roles in
the struggles of the students around their
own demands. Academic freedom is be-
ing curtailed: students cannot attend

schools for lack of finances; governmen-
tul appropriations for schools are being

“cut: Fascism is beginning . to worm its

way into the schools; war propaganda
continues. ‘We must lead the students in
demands for student aid, and FERA
jobs under student control; for free edu-
cation: for racial equality, etc. The
«truggle against Fascism and militarism
(R.O.1.C. for example) is part and par-
cel of the general work of the S.Y.L. In
countriex now Fascist students now con-
stitute an important base of the Fascists.
We must unite the students in opposition,
on each campus, and as part of a regular
united front of the working class, against
Fascism and war. These struggles on
the issues of the students will serve as
a wedge for the introduction of our revo-
lutionary agitation by winning the con-
tidence of the students.

5. In every city the S.Y.L. has the
tusk of organizing its fractions on the
campuses of the schools. Stalinism and
Socialism, error after error, treachery
after treachery, have proved incapable of
properly organizing the students against
Fascism, against capitalism. That duty
falls upon us. We must measure up to
the task.

Proposed Amendments to
Student Draft Resolution

(Substitute for “2, 3, 4”)

2. A separate organization for work-
er-students and students coming from
working class families is uunecessary.
These students can be won over directly
to the S.Y.L. through the activities of
its groups on the campus and within the
existing clubs or organizations. The
general methods of work include educa-
tion (study groups, discussions, debates(
symposia) and active leadership in the
struggle for the immediate needs of the
students (lower tuition fees, academic
rights, against the growth of capitalist
reaction, e.g. militarization of the youth,
Fascism).

3-a. However, the mass of students,
middle class in social composition, can-
not be readily won to the struggle against
capitalist reaction or for the Spartacus
Youth League. Whereas in the period
of the comparatively slow development
of class conflict in the TUnited States
local school work and the individual re-
cruitment of middle class students suf-
ficed, today an entirely new situation
prevails. hile the students are a tran-
sitory grouping, they today face the com-
mon problem of a black future. Prepar-
ing themselves as engineers, sclentists,
professionals they see before them large
masses of graduates unable to find em-
ployment. The overdevelopment of Am-
erican economy, on the basis of capitalist
property relations, destroys the possibili-
ty of the students (as a group) satisfy-
ing their professional and economic de-
sires. Their technical training becomes
useless to themselves and society.

b. Under these conditions, the vague
collectivity established by their unity in
the classroom, even if for a few years,
becomes latent with even gredter soli-
darity. In the absence of a revolutionary
workers’ party and youth league, in the
absence of that force which can show the
students the way out of their plight they
tform a great reservoir for Fascism, Al-
ready the beginning of such a movement
is to be observed (Harvard University).

¢. In its general propaganda among
the students the S.Y.L. should stress the
view that the technical training of the
students can be fully utilized and devel-
oped only after the destruction of capi-
tulism through the workers’ revolution.
The meaning of Fascism and the work-
ers’ struggle against it should be con-
nected with the fate of the middle class
in Nazi Germany.

d. But general propaganda will not
suffice. Organization ig necessary. The
ubsence of militant student organization
opens the doors for the development on
a mass scale of Fascist groups on the
campuses.

From this viewpoint we conclude that

a national student organization is not
only possible, but desirous. While its
major task will be the struggle against
capitalist reaction, militarism and Fas-
cism, it will take up the struggles of the
students around student issues and carry
on education work inseparable from its
activist function. The movement should
embrace not only the middle class stu-
dents but also the worker-students and
those coming from workers’ families.
These latter should have the leadership
of the movement, within which the S.Y.T.
would play an active role,

e, However, a strong revolutionary
vouth league which could effectively ini-
tiate and conduct this work does not yet
exist., The S.Y.L. is the basic nucleus
for such an organization. The develop-
ment of a militant mass student move-
ment is directly dependent, and cannot
precede the development of the politieal
vouth organization. Once launched, the
student organization can give ddded im-
petus to the revolutionary youth league.

f. The practical realization of this
program will depend on a number of
ractors which cannot be foreseen or de-
terminea beforehand. It is only on the
basis of further experience in student
work and constant reexamination of our
conditions of work, forces and activities
will we be able to win or neutralize the
mass of students.

4-a. The two existing radical student
organizations, thé National Student
League and the Student League for In-
dustrial Iemocracy are incapable of
winning the youth against capitalist re-
action. Their connections with the Stal-
inixt and Nocialist parties respectively,
their confused conceptions of student
problems, their false programs on com-
batting imperialist war, militarization
and Fascism make them inadequate as
militant student youth organizations.

b. However, both groups have within
them excellent raw material for the new
student movement. The National Stu-
dent League claiming 3,000 members has
by its sporadie activities attracted some
of the most lively elements in various
schools. The Student League for In-
dustrial Democracy, claiming a member-
ship of 2,700, has recently revived its
activities. The Spartacus Youth League
student groups will, depending upon local
conditions, work within these organiza-
tions. The general aim of this work will
be the fusing of these organizations and
others into a militant student organiza-
tion based on a platform against capital-
ist reaction, of anti-militarist, anti-Fas-
cist struggle. Despite inherent difficul-
ties, attempts will be niade to establish
a joint leadership of Socialists, Stalin-
ists, Spartacans, etc. for such an organ-
ization,

5. In schools where neither the N.S.L.
nor S.LID. exist the Y.L, will initiate
the organization, jointly “with other po-
litical youth groups if possible, ‘of local
student groups which would support a
platform, both activist and. educational,
leading to the formation of a national
organization such as outlined above.

ARISE/

(Albert R. Parsons, one of the Hay-
market martyrs, 1886, recited the follow-
ing poem and commented: “That poem
epitomizes the aspirations, the hope, the
need of the workingelass, not alone of

America, but of the civilized world.”—
Ed.)

LR T

Man of labor, up, arise!

Know the might that in thee Hes,
Wheel and shaft are set at rest
At thy powerful arm’s behest,

Thine oppressor's hand recoils

When thou, weary of thy toil,

Shun’st. thy plow; thy task begun
When thou speak’st: Enough is done!

Break this two-fold yoke in twain;
Break thy want’s enslaving chain;
Break the slavery's want and’ dread;
Bread is freedom, freedom bread.
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TWO LETTERS ON THE YOUTH

We reprint below a letter of the Na-
tional Committee of the Spartacus Youth
League to the National Committee of the
Young Peoples Socialist League and the
latter’s reply on the question of the anti-
Fascist united front. Though the letters
were written some time ago they bear
directly on the present needs.

The Youth Committee Against Fascism
has already had several months of sterile
existence. Its failure is graphically dis-
played by the fact that it is not active in
the anti-Fasecist front in any section of
the country. More than that, it is not even
participating in such anti-Fascist actions
as the Columbus Day demonstration on
Oct. 12 in New York. Where is the need
of an anti-Fascist organization which re-
frains from anti-Fascist activity?

The impotence of the Y.C.A.F. is due
in most part and fundamentally to its
false basis. The letter of the Spartacus
Youth League clearly explains the posi-
tion of our organization towards mass
(individual membership) anti-Fascist or-
ganizations.

We believe that the struggle against
Fascism requires a united front of work-
ing class organizations. The May 30th
anti-war, anti-Fascist demonstration
spongored hy the Y.P.8.I. and the Spar-
tacus Youth League was a beginning to-
wards the development of a national
united front of youth. - The Columbus
Day united front of youth organizations
i$ a continuation of this movement. We
strive to convert these local united fronts
into a national action of all working class
youth organizations. —Fditor.

* * *
June 30, 1934
Winston Dancis, Sec.
Young Peoples Socialist League
549 Randolph St. .
Chicago, I1l.
Copy te New York City
Hxecutive Committee Y.P.S.L.
Dear comrade Dancis,

Our agreement to promote united front
anti-war, anti-Fascist demonstrations on
May 30th met with some success in sev-
-eral cities, particularly New York. Owur
Committee is prepared to participate in
further efforts to construct a united front
of youth organizations against war and
Fascism which would include all sections
of the radical, labor and student move-
ment.

Along these lines we were ready to
proceed in New York. Comrade Ben
Fisher informed us that the Y.P.S.L.
was not interested at the present time
in continuing the “United Youth Commit-
tee Against War and Fascism”™ and con-
sidered the “Youth Committee Against
Fascism” as sufficient to carry on the im-
mediate anti-Fascist work.

We are therefore prompted to write to
you on the “Y.C.A.F.”. The questions
and views presented are based on inform-
ation and material supplied by comrade
Fisher.

1. It is not clear as to precisely what
organizations participated in the forma-
tion of the Y.C.A.F." On what basis were
they selected and is the “National Coun-
cil” open to further affiliations? If you
intend getting further organization af-
filiation, what are the requirements, obli-
gations and rights of these organizations?

2. We note that you aim to recruit in-
dividual adherents for the Y.C.A.F. who
would spread its message “in school,
shop, mill, mine, office, and breadline”.
Are these supporters to be formed into
groups which are federated on a regional
and national scale? Are they to have
the right;, at a future date, to elect their
own regional officers and committees as
well as through a national conference
elect the “National Council”? Comrade
Fisher informed us that no conferences
are being planned and the regional com-
mittees are being appointed by the Na-
tional Council. Is this a temporary mea-
sure or is it intended as a permanent
feature of the Y.C.AF.?

For our part we do not sce the value
of 'a mass individual membership organ-
ization against Fascism. An individual
membership organization can be based on
2 revolutionary program, or a liberal
pacifist program. We <ee no need to huild

a new membci<hip organization against
Fascism on a revolutionary program—we
gelieve that that is the task of our Spar-
racus Youth League. As to a liberal paci-
fist anti-Fascist organization, it is ob-
vious that such « formation would serve
as an obstacle i1ather than an aid to
genuine anti-Iascist work,

3. In our opinion this view is sup-
ported by the present program of the Y.
C.ATF. It aims “to educate youth to un-
derstand the real nature of Fascism, and
to work to eud the conditions which have
brought this reaction in Europe and also
threaten us in America.” Who can ac-
complish this task but a political revo-
lutionary labor organization? Surely not
a4 group on whose advisory committee are
such liberals and pacifists as Franz Boas,
Jerome Idavis, John Dewey and Oswald
sarrison Villard!

While a united front for definite anti-
Fascist action is possible with these ele-
ments, if they represent organizations, a
fundamental program which includes a
basic angiysis of Fascism and a clear
cut position of how to avoid and combat
it, is impossible unless we are to give up
the essence of our own program.

The dangers of an organization such
as the Y.C.A.F. is clearly shown in its
program of “pledge”. The individual ad-
herent is asked to pledge—among other
things—"“To oppose attacks on civil, re-
ligious or radical liberties and to support
erquality and justice for all.”

This pledge cannot be taken by any
genuine anti-Fascist fighter. Is he going
to defend the “civil liberties” of the Fas-
cists? Is he to support “equality and
Justice” for the Fascists and the anti-
Fascists? Arthur Garfield Hays, a liber-
al anti-Fascist, recently defended the civ-
il rights of the Fascists to assemble in
New Jersey. According to the program
of the Y.C.A.F. this action should be
supported. Then what becomes of coun-
ter-demonstrations to Fascist rallies?

In our opinion, it is important that,
today when Fascism in the United States
is still in its infancy as a movement, a
mass movement of all anti-Fascist or-
ganizations and elements be organized to
prevent, by all possible means, the growth
of the murderous Fascist bands. This
has meant and will mean physical clash-
es with the Fascists to prevent them from
assembling and spreading their insidious
program of the destruction of labor or-
ganizations and the denial of civil liber-
ties for all anti-Fascists.

All attempts of Fascist bands to break
up working class meetings must be met
with united front workers’ defense corps.
But this is hardly sufficient. Immediate
action to obstruct their “civil rights” to
assemble forces which can effectively
conduct such destructive activity is also
needed. No true anti-Fascist can reject
or overlook such a task.

‘The same liberal and constitutional
sentence of the pledge is further objec-
tionable to those like ourselves, and sec-
tions of your organization, who hold that
a classless society is possible only through
the medium of a transition period where
the civil liberties, equality and justice of
the present exploiting class, will be lim-
ited or entirely abrogated, that is, a dic-
tatorship of the working class. In our
opinion it is false to pose the demand
for democratic rights today in such a
liberal fashion.

We await an early reply to our ques-
tions and objections.

Fraternally.
(Signed) JOSEPH CARTER,
Secretary

LETTER OF YPSL TO SYL
August 3, 1934
Joe Carter
NSpartacus Youth League
144 Second Avenue
New York City
Dear Comrade Carter.

The National Executive Committee of
the Y.P.S.1I.. considered the letter which
you sent on June 30 in regard to our
anfi-Fascist work and Youth Committee
Against Faseism.

The Y.P.S.L. took a leading part in os-
tablishing the Y.CLA.F. in order -to have

Y.C.L. OFFERS FAKE REASONS
COMMITTEE AGAINST FASCISM FOR REJECTING UNITED FRONT

Why has the Young Communist League
refused to join the common demonstra-
tion with the Columbus Day  United
Committee Against Italian Fascism? Why
have those who have shouted ‘‘united
front”, *“unity of action” spurned genuine
united action?

When the Young Peoples Socialist
T.eague invited the Y.C.L., the National
Student ILeague, the Student League for
Industrinal Democracy, the Communist
Youth Opposition (Lovestoneites) and
the Spartacus Youth I.eague for this
united front, the Y.C.L. (and its factional
pawn, the N.S.L.) stated that the ar-
rangements were unsatisfactory.

“. . . we could not enter into united
front agreement with the renegades from
Communism—the Lovestoneites and Trot-
skyite grouplets—without sacrificing our
revolutionary principles and deceiving
the masses.” (Letter of Y.C.L. to Yip-
sels—Daily Worker, Oct. 6, 1934.)

Does this mean that the Y.C.L. was
never in a united front with the Sparta-
cus Youth League? Let us cite a few
facts. (These refer to New York ac-
tions.)

1. November 25-27, 1932. At the Unit-
ed Youth Conference Against War, con-
(roliled by the pacifists and Socialists,
the Y.C.L., N.S.L., Spartacus Youth and
other groups worked together against the
non-democratic control of the Congress.

2. In March, 1933. The Y.C.L., N.S.L.
and Spartacus Youth were included in
the United Youth Conference Against
Fascism which issued a call—signed by
all sponsoring groups (12)—for a united
front conference for March 24. A rep-
resentatve of the S.Y.L. was among the
speakers at the ensuing demonstration.

3. On National Youth Day, May 30,
1933. The Spartacus Youth participated
in the united front led by the Y.C.L. and
had a member on the arrangements and
steering committee, A Spartacus Youth
speaker was scheduled for the demonstra-
tion. The Y.C.L. violated the arrange-
ments and forbid the speaker.

4. May, 1934. When the Youth Com-
mittee for the May 30th (including the
Yipsels, S.X.L. etec.) approached the Y.
(L. and N.S.L. for a common demonstra-
tion, the question of the participation of
the Spartacus Youth did not enter into
conflict.

5. August, 1034, In preparation for
the First American Youth Congress, the
Spartacus Youth participated with the
Y.C.L., N.S.L., Yipsels, etc. in the “demo-
cratic control” bloc. Despite its desire
to bar the S.Y.I.. from the bhloc and the
Congress, the Y.C.IL.. was compelled to
fight for the inclusion of the Spartacus
Youth in the Congress, as one of the
organizations discriminated against by
the arrangements committee.

Thus we see that the Y.C.L. (and the
N.S.I..) has made united fronts with the
“Trotskyites”. It is true that in all cases
it was against the will of the Y.C.L.
leaders! The facts also show that the
Spartacus Youth League has established
itself as a leading radical youth group
in the city, having actively participated
in the important youth actions in New
York.

More than that. When the Yipsels sent
out invitations to the radical youth or-
ganizations for the Columbus Day dem-
onstration they had before them—as they
state in their letter to the Y.C.L.—the
Belgian united front agreement of the
Young Socialist Guards, the Young Com-
munist League and the Young ILeninists
(sister organization of the S.Y.L.). The

a special organization that would carry
on Anti-Fascist work.

We do not seek the affiliation of the
Spartacus Youth League in this endeavor
and will be active with the other affili-
ated organizations in the Y.C.AF. in or-
der to earry on this line in regard with
our objectives,

I believe that Bob Parker of New York
will be able to give you any further in-
formation which you may wish.

Fraternally yours,
(Signed) WINSTON DANCIS,
National Seeretary

fact that the leaders of the Belgian Y.C.
I.. were since sharply criticized for this
united front does not affect the question.
The sponsoring organization, the Y.P.S.L.,
assumed that the Y.C.I. on an interna-
tional scale was making a genuine turn
in ifs united front policy.

Why all the fury on the part of the
Y.C.L. leaders?

Because while they have been ordered
to form a united front with those who
they yesterday called ‘“social-Fascists”,
they fear the growth of the “Trotskyites”,
the movement for the 4th International.

Because in their ranks there is a grow-
ing discontent with the acrobatic tactics
of the Y.C.L. on the united front.

Because more and more Stalinist youth
are beginning to see that the Spartacus
Youth were correct in their consistent
fight for the united front.

Because the Y.C.L., having itself failed
to make any serious impression on the
Yipsels, fears the growing fraternal re-
lations of the ranks of the Yipsels and
the Spartacus Youth and the loyal com-
mon action of the Y.P.S.L. and the S.Y.L.

The Stalinist leaders are panicky over

the growing influence of the “Trotsky-
ites”. Slander, calumny aund physical
violence have not stopped us. Our pro-

gress cannot be hindered by the Y.C.I.
Their tactics are bringing them more and
more in conflict not only with the non-

Stalinist radical youth but with their
own members and followers.  Despite
their sabotage we will continue our

struggle for the united front. We will
vet compel them, against their will, into
a genuine all-inclusive united front of
struggle.

Y.C.L. Members

Question Leaders

(Continued irom Page 2)

was taken on the action of the Y.C.L.

leaders.

After the district membership meeting
the agit-prop (educational) department
of the Y.C.L. issued a five page bulletin
to the members, dated October 10. ex-
plaining why no united front ensu'd be
made with the renegades.

The old hokum and some new, really
original stories are told. For example,
that Doriot, expelled from the French
Communist Party, was a “henchman"” of
the Communist League who ftried ‘‘to
throw a monkey wrench in the united
front proceedings (apparently between
the C.P. and S.P.) at the last minute.”

What an imagination! For Doriot was
not a “Trotekyite” nor is he one now; he
could not throw a monkey wrench into
proceedings which were not taking place:
he was expelled for proposing a genuine
united front with the Sbeinlist party at
a time when the Stalinists shouted that
such a tactic was ‘“counter revolution-
ary”!

The Y.C.L. bulletin cal's for a voting
in all units on the question of the united
front- with the KS.Y.I.. where Yipsels will
be invited “so as to show the members of
the Y.P.S.L. that the Y.(C.L.. unlike their
organization, there exists no differences
or contradictions between the leadership
and the membership™!

They think they will continue to ter-
rorize the members. Why did they not
take a vote at the district membership

meeting  when  great  discontent  was
shown? Their voting in the units will
be under threat of expulsion, This is

suapposed to be a1 “democratic proceed-
ure’!

All this points to an inereased ques-
tioning in the ranks of the Sfalinist
youth. Slander and calumny against the
“Trotskyites” may becloud the real is-
snes—hbut the healthy movement in the
membership if it continues will find its
way to the real Communists, to the Spac-

tacus Youth Jeague,
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Roosevelt Calls For NEW WORKERS PARTY TO BE FORMED

”lndustrial Peace"

“industrial peace” is the latest slogan
sent out from the White House.  Once
again President Roosevelt speaks for his
master, Wall Street.

A day after this call was broadcast,
the National Association of Manufactur-
ers went on record as backing the Presi-
dent in his efforts to make an armistice
between the workers and the bosses.

Pen days later, Oct. 11, the President
emphasized his belief that prices should
go still higher.

The Dbosses are renewing their drive
for higher and still higher, profits under
the banner of the Blue Bagle. This they
can get by raixing prices and keeping
down wages. The cost of living has risen
steadily ever since the beginning of the
New Deal in March 1933. But not high
enough for Charlie (we're all broke now)
Schwab and J. P. Morgan. Wall Street
is out to squeeze the ldst cent of profit it
possibly can from the American toiling
masses. And F. D. R. clears the way
with one of his fireside chats.

But the bosses are afraid of one thing:
resistance from -the American workers to
this program of hunger and misery. For
the American working class has shown
that it will not take the blows of the
bosses lying down. It has answered the
first attacks of Wall Street with two
giant strike waves for higher wages,
shorter hours and union recognition,
which swept the country in 1933 and
'34. 'These strikes hit not only the bosses
themselves but also the NRA administra-
tion which clearly showed itself as a
strike breaking machine.

And now the bosses dread the answer
of the militant American working class
to their program of a still higher cost
of living. Roosevelt fears that the com-
ing struggles will completely tear away
the mask of the blue eagle and show it
even to the blind as the outright tool of
Wall Street, Above all, these brothers
under the skin—Roosevelt and the bosses
—fear a third strike wave, taking in
more workers than before, more militant
than before, and clashing more violently
and openly with the strike-breaking ma-
chinery of the NRA, rocking it to its
very foundations.

So Roosevelt, speaking for the bosses,
calls for Peace. But by peace he means
submissfon. Submission to higher prices,
lower wages, and company unions.

—H. ROBERTS.

Delegation Protests
Students’ Expulsions

Denying that he had made an appoint-
ment with them, Mayor La Guardia re-
fused to receive a representative delega-
tion of 50 which called at City Hall on
October 20 to protest against the sus-
pension of anti-Tascist students at C.C.
N.Y., and to demand the removal of Pres-
ident F. B. Robinson of that college,

On the insistance of the gdelegation,
however, La Guardia finally agreed to
receive a representative and to make an
appointment for a committee of six to
call on him on the afternoon of October
25 at 4 o’clock. At this time the demands
of the delegation will be laid before him.

The delegation was organized by the
Columbus Day United Anti-Fascist Com-
mittee, a united front body which con-
ducted demonstrations against Musso-
lini’s regime in Columbus Circle and at
Yankee Stadium on Okctober 12, The
S.Y.L. has played an important role in
the activities of this committee.

At first the police tried to chase the
delegation out of City Hall, but the dele-
gation refused to leave. It entered the
Board of Estimate Chamber in a body
while the Board was meeting and eventu-
ally the Mayor agreed to make an ap-
pointment with it.

A mass delegation will accompany the
committee scheduled to call on the Mayor
on October 25. Force the reinstatement
of the anti-Fascist students! Eliminate
the petty-Mussolini, Robinson, from C.C.
N.Y. Down wih Fascism and its friends!

A step of great importance to all mili-
tant workers is the agreement reached
between the Communist League of Amer-
icn and the American Workers Party to
organize a new revolutionary party by
fusing their forces. A Marxian declara-
tion of prineciples and program of action
is being prepared which will form the
basis for the united party. The unity
convention will be held in the near fu-
ture.

A revolutionary Marxist party means
a militant leadership to the working
class in all its struggles. The workers,
divided along various lines, racial and
national, industrial and trade, organized
and unorganized, employed and unem-
ployed, adult and youtl, each having its
own sectional interests, needs a unifying
force, a coordinater of the progressive
group interests, a leadership which can
guide the workers from their.needs as
they understand them to the needs of the
entire class.

This is a revolutionary party. It was
such an organization, the Bolshevik party,
which led the workers and peasants of
Russia to victory. It was the absence of
such a party which is responsible for
the tragic defeats of the workers in Ger-
many and Austria and elsewhere,

Do we need a new workers’ party in
the United States? Are the interests of
the working class ably defended by the
Sociailst party or the Stalinist Commu-
nist party? Look at the trade union
field! ,Look at the lack of organization
of the unemployed! See the menacing
disorganization of the working class in
the face of the bosses’ offensive, Fascism
and the danger of imperialist war!

Only a party which in theory and prac-

tice is revolutionary Marxist, Bolshevik,
which embraces the most intelligent, ex-
perienced, devoted and courageous work-
ers can lead the workers against their
exploiters. The party inherits all  that
is  progressive and revolutionary and
learns from the experience of its fore-
runners.  The construction of such a
force is not a taxk for one day or a year.
It is a process of constant struggle, the
gaining of new experiences and new
forces.

The new party is to be founded by a
fusion of the Communist League and the
American Workers Party. The Commu-
nist League. as part of the world “Trot-
skyites” for many years, has fought for
a revolutionary Marxist program and
party. It struggled against the domina-
tion of Stalinism in the Communist In-
ternational until the victory of TFaseism
in Germany and the capitulation without
a  struggle of the Communist party
showed that the Communist International
is dead as a revolutionary instrument.

The International-Communists then
bodly proclaimed the need of a Fourth
International, a new world party of
Bolshevism. The Communist League of
America struck out on new paths. The
great Minneapolis truck drivers’ strike
are proofs of the valuable preparatory
work of the Communist League of Amer-
ica. These years of struggle educated
and trained revolutionists who will form
the solid core for the new party.

The American Workers Party has pro-
gressively developed from a trade union
grouping (the Conference for Progressive
Labor Action) to a revolutionary poli-
tical group. The A.W.P. has been par-
ticularly active in the unemployed fleld

Spanish Workers Fight Reaction

The Spanish workers of field and fac-
tory have during the past few weeks
fought one of the most heroic revolution-
ary struggles of modern times. It was
a desperate effort to stop the wave of
reaction that, after sweeping over Cen-
tral Europe, had at last reached Spain.

Government Supports Reaction

For many months, the three year old
Spanish republic has been in a state of
political fermentation. The conservative
elements have made constant advance,
taking away from the workers and poor
farmers, one after another of the paltry
advantages they had won in the revolu-
tion of 1931. Workers’ organizations
have been persecuted, their newspapers
suspended, and their leaders thrown into
prison.. The government of the republic
commenced openly to support the old re-
actionary elements of the monarchy; the
Fascists advanced towards the seats of
power. It was clear that a showdown
would have to come sooner or later.

Meanwhile the Spanish workers, who
are divided ideologically into many dif-
ferent - groups — Socialists, Syndicalists,
Anarchists, Stalinists, Trotskyists, ete.
had been discussing and learning the im-
portant lessons of the German events
of 1933. They realized that in Germany,
Hitler had been able to smash the work-
ers’ organizationgs because the workers
were divided. They drew the only pos-
sible conclusions from these events and
set about organizing the Workers Alli-
ances through which they might be able
to present a united victorious struggle
against the common enemy—Fascism,

Only Loeal United Fronts

The leaders of the Socialist party hesi-
tated considerably in the matter of or-
ganizing the National Workers’ Alliance
while allowing their local groups to join
the Alliance in the different localities.
The Stalinists fought against the united
front organization up until a few days
before the outbreak of the civil war,
when they finally joined it. The Anar-
chists have held aloof, together with the
unions that they control. Being largely
individualists they did not want to tie
up with any other groups although many
of them have fought valiantly on the
barricades with their class brothers. Be-

fore the united front organization could
get well established, however, the storm
broke.

A conservative coalition ministry
headed by Samper, was unable to main-
tain {itself between the pressure of the
contending forces. The extreme reac-
tionaries of the Catholic Fascist “Popu-
lar Action” party under the leadership
of Gil Robles were bringing pressure to
bear to have themselves included in .the
new cabinet, and when the new govern-
ment was finally formed under Lerroux,
three members of the Fascist organiza-
tion were included. The working class
organizations took the announcement of
the new government’s composition as the
signal to declare a revolutionary general
strike. The strike was very solid through-
out the country from the first day.
Shortly after its declaration armed
clashes developed in many -provinces and
the country was plunged into a bloody
civil war as the national army and the
Civil Guards attempted to subdue the
workers who had dared rebel against
capitalism and Fascism.

Strangely enough, to those unfamiliar
with recent developments in Spain, it
is the Socialist party that is playing the
leading part in the insurrection under
the slogan of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat,

The insurrection was finally put down
with great loss of life on both gides, We
can say however, in spite of this and the
threatened terror against the militant
workers and their organizations, that
this has not been a decigsive defeat for
the working class in the same sense that
the Austrian events were. The Spunish
workers, while fighting off the terror,
struggling for the democratic rights of
organization, press and assembly, mu:t
now set about reorganizing their forces
for the final definite struggle that cannot
be very far ahead.

‘The errors of the various groups helped
to make victory impossible this time, and
it is on the basis of a real analysis and
criticism of these very mistakes that to-
morrow’s triumph will be prepared. The
new workers’ vanguard party, that is so
necessary for victory, must be created
now while there is yet time. In this lies
the only guarantee for the future.

done some excellent work
in organizing the jobless. It has devel-
oped capable and courageous field or-
ranizers and attracted excellent ilitant
workers.,  In the Toledo strike several
months ago the AMW.P. drove home to
the entire labor movement the importance
and method of connecting tm-‘jnbless
with the striking workers.

The Communist League of America
and the American Workers Party, leaders
of two of the most militant strike strug-
gles in recent labor history, Minneapolis
and Toledo, by their joint decision to
launch the new party give new hope to
the militant workers. After years of
splits, chaos and confusion a strong and
clear voice of revolutionary Marxist uni-
ty will be heard.

The new party will undoubtedly have
tremendons effects on the Left wing
workers in the Socialist movement. It
will be a point of attraction for the
voung Socialists who ave seeking a revo-
lutionary program and organization. It
will act as a magnet for the militant
workers who are becoming disillusioned
with Stalinism.

Above ail it will be the party of those
who for the first time are awakening to
working class consciousness. It will lead
them in struggle. It will have no inter-
ests separate and apart from their's.

The Spartacus Youth warmly greet
this step on the road to a Bolshevik
party. The new party will give added
impetus to the development of a ‘mass
militant youth movement. Our comrades
have been prepared by their past to form
the basic cadre for the new revolutionary
youth leagne. With clarity and action as
our motto we have participated in the
struggles of the youth, and educated
groups of youth in revolutionary Marx-
ism. Now under new forms we will con-
tinue our work, with multiplied efforts:
for the reconstruction of the mevement
of Marx and Engels, Liebknecht and
Luxemburg, Lenin and Trotsky, for the
Fourth International.

United rFront Forged
Againstﬂﬁfk Shirts

As a counter-demonstration to the
pageant given to Mussolini's picked stu-
dents visiting this country, 1,500 New
York workers met at Columbus Circle on
Oct. 12 and twice that number joined
the rally near the Yankee Stadium.

The united front, initiated by the ¥ip-
sels, Student League for Industrial De-
mocracy, Communist Youth Opposition
and the Spartacus Youth League devel-
oped into a common action of all work-
ers’ political organizations with the ex-
ception of the Stalinists, (See page five
for the reasons).

At Columbus Circle the Fascists, who
were holding their own meeting there,
far outnumbered the anti-Fascists. The
militant workers clearly expressed their
hatred for Fascism by shouting slogans.

At Columbus Circle a number of speak-
ers voiced their hatred of Fascism and
emphasized the need for unity in the
common struggle. After a number of
speeches hurled at the Fascists who were
assembled in another section of the Cir-
cle for their own meeting, the demonstra-
tors went to Yankee Stadium where a
pageant for Mussolini’'s students was
taking place,

Marching behind the banner “We Will
Fight Fascism to Death"” they shouted
militant slogans. As they passed the
Stalinist demonstration both sides shout-
ed: long live the united front! let's unite!

The Stalinists were ready to unite . ..
if the “Trotskyites” were excluded. Fin-
ally there was an interchange of speak-
ers. Following the representative of the
Y.C.L. Manny Garret of the Spartacus
Youth League replied. The assembled
workers applauded enthusiastically.

The demonstrators could not get near
the Stadium because imposing protec-
tors, the ‘“democratic” cops blocked the
way, On the subway station overlooking
the Stadium the workers shouted anti-
Fascist \slogans wuntil the cops swung
their clubs, injuring a number.

where it has




