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Basic biographical data
Name: George Breitman

Other names (by-names, pseud. etc.): Alberts ; G.B. ; Philip Blake ; Drake ; Chester Hofla 
; Anthony Massini ; Albert Parker ; John F. 
Petrone ; Sloan ; G. Sloane

Date and place of birth: February 28, 1916, Newark, NJ (USA)

Date and place of death: April 19, 1986, New York, NY (USA)

Nationality: USA

Occupations, careers, etc.: Writer, editor, printer, historian, party organizer, 
political leader

Time of activity in Trotskyist movement: 1935 - 1986 (lifelong Trotskyist)

Biographical sketch 

Note: This biographical sketch is primarily based on A tribute to George Breitman : writer, organizer, revolutionary / ed. by 
Naomi Allen and Sarah Lovell, New York, NY, 1987 (containing obituaries, reminiscences and appraisals of G. Breitman by  
some 50 individuals and some 14 organizations) and on other items listed below under the heading Selective bibliography: 
books and articles about Breitman.

George Breitman was born on February 28, 1916 at Newark, New Jersey, as son of Benjamin Breit 
man, an iceman, and his wife Pauline (b. Trattler), a houseworker. George Breitman grew up in a Ne 
wark working class neighbourhood together with his brother Samuel and his elder sister Celia, who 
soon joined the ranks of the Young Communist League (YCL), the Communist Party’s youth organiza
tion, and who had a strong influence on George. He began to read voraciously, one of his favourite  
hangouts being the Newark Public Library. In 1932, in midst the Great Depression, he graduated from 
Newark Central High School and like most of his classmates had to join the ranks of the unemployed 
youth.
In 1934 he went to Alabama and found work in the  Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and in the 
Works Progress Administration, launched under Roosevelt’s New Deal. At this time he for the first  
time became aware of The Militant, the main information and propaganda organ of the U.S. Trotsky
ists. 
Breitman soon became active in various socialist groups; thus after his return to Newark in 1935 he 
became a member of the Workers Alliance of America, an organization of the unemployed, and was 
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elected its state secretary for New Jersey only one year later. Charged with inciting local riots he had  
to spent a week in jail. Breitman continued to agitate and to organize the unemployed youth and could  
win over a lot of people to the case of socialism. In 1935 he joined the Spartacus Youth League (SYL), 
the youth organization of the US Trotskyists and later that year he became a member of the Trotskyist 
Workers Party of the U.S. (WPUS); since the U.S. Trotskyists at that time were applying the tactic of 
entrism he simultaneously became a member of the Socialist Party. 
In December 1937 he participated as an elected delegate in the founding convention of the Socialist  
Workers Party (SWP),  the party which should shape American Trotskyism for several decades and 
which for many years became one of the strongest and best organized national sections of the Trotsky
ist Fourth International which was proclaimed in September 1938.
In 1940 Breitman married Dorothea Katz (1914-2004).
He remained one of the most loyal, active, dedicated and distinguished members of the  SWP until 
1984 when he was bureaucratically expelled from its ranks by the Barnes leadership. Thus Breitman 
served the  SWP in many capacities for some 45 years: with only a few short interruptions during 
World War II he was a member of  SWP’s National Committee (NC) from 1939 to 1981 and several 
times a member of its Political Committee (PC), too. Some 10 times he ran as a candidate on the party 
ticket for public office in New Jersey between 1940 and 1954 and he had two terms (1941-1943 and 
1946-1954) as editor-in-chief of The Militant, the party’s weekly paper. He also took several tasks as 
branch organizer, financial manager, recruiter, campaign manager and last but not least as editor, trans
lator and staff writer – no less than 515 articles from his pen appeared in The Militant between 1947 
and 1955. He also was an effective speaker and educator having the ability to explain difficult and 
complex ideas to those uncomfortable with party jargon. He was active in the defence of the party and  
of individual members against victimization by the government, especially during the years of the Mc
Carthyite anti-communist witch-hunt. 
Breitman's active role in the SWP was only interrupted when in 1943 he was drafted and sent to the 
European battlefield. In March 1946 he participated – as a soldier in uniform – in the first international 
Trotskyist conference after the war which took place in Paris. There Breitman was arrested together  
with the other conference participants when French policemen raided the meeting; but being an Amer
ican citizen he quickly was released from jail and allowed to return to the U.S.
There he soon took up service as editor and staff writer of The Militant. In 1954 the Breitmans moved 
to Detroit, Michigan, where they served for some 13 years as successful district organizers and party  
leaders; together with another couple, Sarah and Frank Lovell, they launched the  Friday Night So
cialist Forum which educated and radicalised a whole generation of young Detroites including many 
students from Wayne State University campus. In Detroit Breitman earned his living as a printer and 
proofreader with the  Detroit Free Press (1956-1967) and became an active member of the  Interna
tional Typographical Union. After the 1953 schism in the Fourth International, Breitman was almost 
the only man in the camp of the International Committee of the Fourth International (led by Cannon, 
Healy, Lambert et al.) who maintained the dialogue with the opposite camp, i.e. with the International  
Secretariat of the Fourth International (led by Pablo, Mandel, Frank, Maitan et al.) by a lively corres
pondence with Ernest Mandel1. Both men, Breitman and Mandel, were far beyond blind factionalism 
and thus helped laying ground for the 1963 re-unification of the Fourth International.
During his Detroit years, Breitman became deeply involved, too, in the unfolding struggle of the black 
nationalist movement after he had dealt with the 'Negro question' already in the 1940s, strongly influ
enced by Larry Stuart, another SWP veteran. As a result of his intensive studies on black nationalism 
and particularly on the development of the ideas of Malcolm X (pseud. of Malcolm Little, who later 
adopted the name Hajj Malik el-Shabazz), a series of books, pamphlets and articles appeared, some of 
which were widely distributed and even translated. One might say that through preserving and pub

1) Parts of this letter-exchange was made available within the documentary collections International Committee documents 1951-
1954, vol. 1-4, New York, NY, 1974 and  International Secretariat documents 1951-1954, vol. 1-4, New York, NY, 1974, both published 
within SWP’s Education for socialists and Towards a history of the Fourth International series.

© by Wolfgang & Petra Lubitz 2004  —  page 2

http://www.trotskyana.et/Trotskyists/Bio-Bibliographies/bio-bibl_cannon.pdf/
http://www.trotskyana.net/
http://www.trotskyana.net/Trotskyists/Bio-Bibliographies/bio-bibl_maitan.pdf
http://www.trotskyana.net/Trotskyists/Bio-Bibliographies/bio-bibl_frank.pdf
http://www.trotskyana.net/Trotskyists/Ernest_Mandel/ernest_mandel.html
http://www.trotskyana.net/Trotskyists/Bio-Bibliographies/bio-bibl_pablo.pdf
http://www.trotskyana.net/Trotskyists/Bio-Bibliographies/bio-bibl_healy.pdf


Lubitz' TrotskyanaNet George Breitman Bio-Bibliographical Sketch

lishing the speeches of Malcolm X, Breitman had an effect upon hundreds of thousands of people and 
distorted the negative media image of Malcolm X as a race-hating demagogue. In the 1960s Breitman 
tried to synthesize a theory of the new significance of both the black liberation and the women's move
ments and how they related to the more traditional workers' class struggle movement; by the way, it  
was Simone de Beauvoir who had a strong impact on Breitman's views with regard to the women 
question.
Back to New York City in 1967, Breitman began to work at Pathfinder Press (formerly Pioneer Pub
lishers),  SWP’s publishing house, and approached the SWP National Office with the great project of 
collecting, editing and publishing the writings of Leon Trotsky in English language in order to com
municate his thoughts to a new generation of socialists spreading from the youth revolt of the 1960s.  
Breitman established close relations with the  Trotsky Archives at Houghton Library at Cambridge, 
Mass., with Louis  Sinclair, the Scottish Trotsky bibliographer, and with French Trotskyist historian 
Pierre Broué. The work on the Trotsky writings project occupied him for at least 15 years, being the  
most productive years of his life in terms of books and pamphlets edited and published by him and his 
staff to which belonged George Weissman, Evelyn Reed, Naomi Allen, Sarah Lovell et al. Breitman 
with his meticulous concern for detail set an outstanding standard of non-sectarian Trotsky scholar
ship.  Furthermore  Breitman  was  a  devoted  and  outstanding  party  historian  so  that  students  and 
scholars working on SWP’s history and related issues found him to be an archive in his own right and 
a goldmine of information and sources. He gave uncountable lectures and educational courses and his  
archives (see below) are full of never published papers, drafts, notes etc.
During the last period of his life, Breitman became more and more aware of the changing character of 
the SWP under the leadership of Jack Barnes and his confidants. Breitman became the ideological lea
der of a short-lived opposition inside the SWP in 1981 before being expelled early in 1984, charged 
with 'disloyalty'. Together with other renowned long-time members of the  SWP who also were ex
pelled in 1983/84, like for example Sarah and Frank Lovell, J. Tussey, G. Saunders) he launched the 
Fourth Internationalist  Tendency (FIT) and remained contributing editor of  its  journal  Bulletin In 
Defense of Marxism (BIDOM) until his death.
George Breitman who had suffered for several decades from a fragile health (rheumatic diseases, arth 
ritis, cancer) eventually died of a heart attack in a New York hospital on April 19, 1986, leaving behind 
his wife Dorothea.
At the end of this biographical sketch I would like to give some quotations from the obituaries listed 
below:

"Meticulous in method, persevering in endeavour, loyal to his obligations, a willing listener  
and a master executant, courageous to the end, that was George Breitman." (Louis Sinclair)
"An all-round revolutionary, at home in the library as well as on the picket line, a gifted writer  
and an excellent organizer, great at organizing election campaigns and at helping others to de
velop theory, an outstanding editor and a real workers' leader. His qualities as educator and 
popularizer, which stemmed from a rare gift of perceiving the essential and expressing it in a 
clear and simple way so that many can understand it, did not prevent him from being at the 
same time a deep and independent thinker, one of the few in our movement who have made a 
genuine contribution to the development of theory, in his case in the field of Black nationalism, 
and  more  generally  the  nationalism of  the  downtrodden and  oppressed  everywhere  in  the 
world." (Ernest Mandel)
"His devotion to socialism was, I believe, an act of will, not faith, a scientifically derived moral 
response to the otherwise meaningless and ephemeral nature of human existence." (Alan M. 
Wald)
"Though it is as a writer that George will be most remembered, in my opinion the work he 
liked best was organizing." (Dorothea Breitman, b. Katz)

© by Wolfgang & Petra Lubitz 2004  —  page 3

http://www.trotskyana.net/
http://www.trotskyana.net/Trotskyists/Bio-Bibliographies/bio-bibl_lovell_f.pdf
http://www.trotskyana.net/Trotskyists/Bio-Bibliographies/bio-bibl_lovell_s.pdf
http://www.trotskyana.net/Trotskyists/Bio-Bibliographies/bio-bibl_lovell_s.pdf
http://www.trotskyana.net/Trotskyists/Bio-Bibliographies/bio-bibl_reed.pdf
http://www.trotskyana.net/Trotskyists/Pierre_Broue/pierre_broue.html
http://www.trotskyana.net/Trotskyists/Louis_Sinclair/sinclair.htm
http://www.trotskyana.net/Research_facilities/PublicArchives_America/publicarchives_america.html#houghton


Lubitz' TrotskyanaNet George Breitman Bio-Bibliographical Sketch

Selective bibliography 2

• Selective Bibliography: Books/pamphlets (co-)authored  by Breitman

Anti-Negro prejudice : when it began, when it will end. - New York, NY : Pioneer Publ., 1960. - 10 pp.  [Repr. 
from Fourth International (New York, NY), 1954 (Spring). Later ed. publ. in 1964]

The  assassination  of  Malcolm X  /  George  Breitman  ;  Herman  Porter  ;  Baxter  Smith.  -  New  York,  NY :  
Pathfinder Pr., 1976. - 190 pp.

Black nationalism and socialism. - New York, NY : Merit Publ., 1968. - 31 pp.
Defend the Negro sailors on the U.S.S. Philadelphia / Albert Parker [i.e. George Breitman]. - New York : Pioneer 

Publ., 1940. - 15 pp.
The fight against Hagueism. - 1938
How a minority can change society : the real potential of the negro struggle. - New York, NY : Young Socialist  

Forum, [1964]. - 27 pp.
Jim Crow murder of Mr. & Mrs. Harry T. Moore. - New York, NY : Pioneer Publ., 1952. - 31 pp.
The last year of Malcolm X : the evolution of a revolutionary. - New York, NY : Merit Publ., [1967]. - 169 pp.  

[Later ed., publ. by Schocken Books, New York, NY and by Pathfinder Pr., New York, NY]
Malcolm X : l'uomo e le idee ; con testi di Malcolm X. - Roma : Erre Emme, 1992. - 128 pp. - (Controcorrente ;  

14)
Malcolm X : the man and his ideas. - New York, NY : Pioneer Publ., 1965. - 22 pp. [Later ed., publ. by Merit Publ. 

and Pathfinder Pr.]
Malcolm X and the Third American revolution : the writings of George Breitman / ed. by Anthony Marcus. - 

Amherst, NY : Humanity Books, 2005. - 412 pp. - (Revolutionary studies) [Containing more than a dozen 
of  Breitman's  writings:  Anti-negro  prejudice  ;  How a  minority  can  change  society ;  Marxism and  the  negro 
struggle ; Malcolm X - the man and his ideas ; The national question and the black liberation struggle in the United  
States ; The Trenton siege by the army of unoccupation ; Wartime crimes of big business ; Should progressives  
work in the Democratic Party? - Is it wrong for revolutionaries to fight for reforms? - The liberating influence of  
the Transitional program ; The rocky road to the Fourth International, 1933-38 + writings about Breitman]

The march on Washington one year after / Albert Parker [i.e. George Breitman]. - New York, NY : Pioneer Publ., 
1942.

Marxism and the Negro struggle / articles by Harold Cruse, George Breitman, Clifton De Berry. - New York, NY 
: Pioneer Publ., 1965. - 48 pp. [Later ed., publ. by Merit Publ.]

Myths about Malcolm X : two views (Albert Cleage and George Breitman). - New York, NY : Merit Publ., 1968.  
- 30 pp. [Later ed. publ. by Pathfinder Pr.]

The Negro march on Washington. - 1941. [No details available]
Negroes in the post-war world / Albert Parker [i.e. George Breitman]. - [New York, NY] : Pioneer Publ., [1943].  

- 14 pp.
New Jersey in the 1940 elections / [George Breitman]. [Newark, NJ: Socialist Workers Party], 1940. - [16] pp.
The rocky road to the Fourth International, 1933-38. - New York, NY : Pathfinder Pr., 1979. - 21 pp. - (Education 

for Socialists) [re-publ. in various collections, etc.]
The rocky road to the Fourth International, 1933-38. - New York, NY : Fourth Internationalist Tendency, [ca. 

1988]. - 21 pp. [Reprint]
The struggle for Negro equality / Albert Parker [i.e. George Breitman] and John Saunders. - New York, NY : Pi

oneer Publ., 1943. - 30 pp.
The Trenton siege by the army of unoccupation / introd. by John Spain, Jr. - [Trenton, NJ] : Workers Alliance of 

America, [1936]. - 32 pp.
The Trenton siege by the army of unoccupation / introd. by Frank Lovell. - New York, NY : Fourth International

ist Tendency, 1986. - 38 pp.
Vote against Jim Crow. - 1940. [No details available]
Wartime crimes of big business. - New York, NY : Pioneer Publ., 1943. - 14 pp.
The Workers Alliance vs. Mr. Mudd and the F.A.C. - 1937. [No details available]

2) TSB item numbers (e.g. <TSB 0716>) refer to Lubitz’ Trotskyist Serials Bibliography, München [etc.] : Saur, 1993, which is 
out of print but  available as PDF file within the framework of the  Lubitz' TrotskyanaNet. In TSB you can find detailed descriptions con
cerning the respective Trotskyist journals, newsletters, bulletins and the like.

© by Wolfgang & Petra Lubitz 2004  —  page 4

http://www.trotskyana.net/
http://www.trotskyana.net/LubitzBibliographies/Serials_Bibliography/serials_bibliography.htm#PDF


Lubitz' TrotskyanaNet George Breitman Bio-Bibliographical Sketch

• Selective Bibliography: Books, pamphlets, journals (co-)edited by Breitman

The founding of the Socialist Workers Party : minutes and resolutions, 1928-39 / ed. by George Breitman. - New 
York, NY : Monad Pr., 1982. - 395 pp.

The Militant (New York, NY) [ISSN 0026-3885] <TSB 1026>
Trotsky, Leon: The crisis in the French section (1935-36) / Leon Trotsky. Ed. by Naomi Allen and George Breit

man. - New York, NY : Pathfinder Pr., 1977. - 286 pp.
Trotsky, Leon: Leon Trotsky on black nationalism and self-determination / ed., with introd. notes by George 

Breitman. - New York, NY : Merit Publ., 1967. - 63 pp. [Later ed., publ. by Pathfinder Pr.]
Trotsky, Leon: Marxism in our time / Leon Trotsky. [Ed. with introd.: George Breitman]. - New York, NY :  

Pathfinder Pr., 1970. - 47 pp. - (A Merit pamphlet)
Trotsky, Leon: Military writings / Leon Trotsky. [Ed. with introd.: George Breitman]. - New York, NY : Merit  

Publ., 1969. - 160 pp. [& later ed., publ. by Pathfinder Pr.]
Trotsky, Leon: Portraits, political & personal / Leon Trotsky. Ed. by George Breitman and George Saunders. -  

New York : Pathfinder Pr., 1977. - 237 pp.
Trotsky, Leon: The Spanish revolution (1931-39) / Leon Trotsky. Introd. by Les Evans. Ed. by Naomi Allen and 

George Breitman. - New York, NY : Pathfinder Pr., 1973. - 446 pp. [& later ed.]
Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1929 / ed. by George Breitman and Sarah Lovell. - New York, NY :  

Pathfinder Pr., 1975. - 461 pp.
Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1930 / ed. by George Breitman and Sarah Lovell. - New York, NY :  

Pathfinder Pr., 1975. - 443 pp.
Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1930 - 31 / ed. by George Breitman and Sarah Lovell. - New York, 

NY : Pathfinder Pr., 1973. - 441 pp.
Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1932 / ed. by George Breitman and Sarah Lovell. - New York, NY :  

Pathfinder Pr., 1973. - 415 pp.
Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1932 - 33 / ed. by George Breitman and Sarah Lovell. - New York, 

NY : Pathfinder Pr., 1972. - 365 pp. 
Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1933 - 34 / ed. by George Breitman and Bev Scott. - New York, NY : 

Pathfinder Pr., 1972. - 379 pp. [2. ed. 1975; 2. ed., 2. print. 1979]
Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1934 - 35 / ed. by George Breitman and Bev Scott. - New York, NY : 

Pathfinder Pr., 1971. - 364 pp. [2. ed. 1975]
Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1935 - 36 / ed. by George Breitman and Bev Scott. - New York, NY : 

Pathfinder Pr., 1970. - 152 pp. [2. ed., ed. by Naomi Allen and George Breitman, New York, NY, 1977,  574 pp.]
Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1936 - 37 / ed. by Naomi Allen and George Breitman. - New York, 

NY : Pathfinder Pr., 1970. [2. ed. publ. in 1978, 573 pp.]
Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1937 - 38 / ed. by George Breitman and Evelyn Reed. - New York, 

NY : Merit  Publ., 1970. -  184 pp. -  [2.  ed.,  ed.  by Naomi Allen and George Breitman,  New York,  NY :  
Pathfinder Pr., 1976, 512 pp.; 2. ed., 2. print, 1985]

Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1938 - 39 / ed. by George Breitman and Evelyn Reed. - New York, 
NY : Merit Publ., 1969. - 152 pp. [2. ed., ed. by Naomi Allen and George Breitman, New York, NY : Pathfinder 
Pr., 1974, 430 pp.]

Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1939 - 40 / ed. by George Breitman and Evelyn Reed. - New York, 
NY : Merit Publ., 1969. - 128 pp. [2. ed., ed. by Naomi Allen and George Breitman, New York, NY : Pathfinder 
Pr., 1973, 465 pp.]

Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, supplement (1929 - 33) / ed. by George Breitman. - New York, NY :  
Pathfinder Pr., 1979. - 428 pp.

Trotsky, Leon: Writings of Leon Trotsky, supplement (1934 - 40) / ed. by George Breitman. - New York, NY :  
Pathfinder Pr., 1979. - pp.433-982.

X, Malcolm: By any means necessary : speeches, interviews and a letter / ed. by George Breitman. - New York,  
NY : Pathfinder Pr., 1970. - VIII, 184 pp. - (A Merit book)

X, Malcolm: Malcolm X speaks : selected speeches and statements / ed. with prefatory notes by George Breit 
man. - New York, NY : Merit Publ., 1965. - XIII, 242 pp. [Later ed., publ. by various publishing houses]

X, Malcolm: Le pouvoir noir : textes politiques / réunis et prés. par George Breitman. Trad. de l'américain par  
Guillaume Carle. - Paris : Maspero, 1966. - 262 pp. - (Cahiers libres ; 89/90) [Later ed. were  publ. by 
L'Harmattan, Paris and by La Décourte, Paris]
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X, Malcolm: Ultimi discorsi / a cura di George Breitman. Introd. & trad. di Roberto Giammaneo. In app.: L'ul 
timo anno di Malcolm X / George Breitman. - Torino : Einaudi, 1968. - 371 pp. - (Serie Politica ; 3)

• Selective Bibliography:  Books,  collections,  journals,  bulletins to  which Breitman  
contributed

Aspects of socialist election policy. - New York, NY : Nat. Education Dept., Socialist Workers Party, 1971. - 88  
pp. - (Education for socialists)

Bensaïd, Daniel: Les années de formation de la IVème Internationale / Daniel Bensaïd. - Montreuil, 1988. - 47 
pp. - (Cahiers d'étude et de recherche / Institut International de Recherche et de Formation ; 9)

Bensaïd, Daniel: The formative years of the Fourth International (1933-1938) / Daniel Bensaïd. - Montreuil,  
1988. - 47 pp. - (Notebooks for study and research / International Institute for Research and Education ; 
9)

Bulletin du Comité International de la IVe Internationale (Paris) <TSB 0208>
Bulletin in Defense of Marxism (New York, NY) <TSB 0219>
Cahiers Léon Trotsky (Various places) [ISSN 0181-0790] <TSB 0277>
Cannon, James P.: Don't strangle the party : three letters and a talk / James P. Cannon. Introd. by George Breit

man. - New York, NY : Fourth Internationalist Tendency [etc.], 1986. - 23 pp.
Discussion Bulletin / Socialist Workers Party (New York, NY) <TSB 1547>
Fifty years of world revolution : an international symposium / ed. and with an introd. by Ernest Mandel. Transl.  

by Gerald Paul. - New York, NY : Merit Publ., 1968. - 366 pp. [& later print.]
Fighting racism in World War II / C.L.R. James [et al.] Ed. by Fred Stanton. - New York, NY : Monad Pr., 1980.  

- 376 pp. [& later ed.]
Fjärde Internationalen (Uppsala, later: Stockholm, later: Göteborg) [ISSN 0345-3375] <TSB 0518>
Fjärde Internationalen femtio år : 1938-1988. - Stockholm : Bokförl. Röda Rummet, 1988. - 182 pp. - (Fjärde In 

ternationalen ; 20.1988,4=78)
Fourth International (New York, NY, 1940-56) <TSB 0532>
The Fourth International  :  fifty years ;  commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the Fourth International  - 

World Party of Socialist Revolution / ed. by Tom Barrett. Introd. by Steve Bloom and Paul LeBlanc. -  
New York, NY : Fourth Internationalist Tendency, 1990. - 199 pp.

From Mississippi to Boston : the demand for troops to enforce civil rights. - New York, NY : Pathfinder Pr., 
1975. - 32 pp. - (Education for socialists) [Later ed. was publ. in 1999]

Hansen, Joseph: James P. Cannon, the internationalist / Joseph Hansen. Appendices by James P. Cannon. [Notes 
by George Breitman]. - New York, NY : Nat. Education Dept., Socialist Workers Party, 1980. - 38 pp. -  
(Education for socialists)

Healy's big lie : the slander campaign against Joseph Hansen, George Novack, and the Fourth International. -  
New  York,  NY :  Nat.  Education  Dept.,  Socialist  Workers  Party,  1976.  -  87  pp.  -  (Education  for 
socialists)

In Defense of Marxism (New York, NY) <TSB 0616>
Intercontinental Press (New York, NY) [ISSN 0020-5303 ; ISSN 0162-5594] <TSB 0657>
Internal Bulletin / Socialist Workers Party (New York, NY) <TSB 1548>
International Committee documents, 1951-1954 : struggle in the Fourth International / issued by the National 

Education Dept., Socialist Workers Party. - 1-4. - New York, NY, 1974. - 246 pp. - (Towards a history of 
the Fourth International ; 3) (Education for socialists)

International Internal Discussion Bulletin (New York, NY) <TSB 0694>
International Socialist Review (New York, NY) [ISSN 0020-8744] <TSB 0715>
James P. Cannon as we knew him : by thirty-three comrades, friends, and relatives / introd. by Jack Barnes. Ed.  

by Les Evans. - New York, NY : Pathfinder Pr., 1976. - 288 pp. [Collection of obituaries, reminiscences and 
appraisals]

Le Blanc, Paul: Permanent revolution in Nicaragua / Paul Le Blanc. - New York, NY : Fourth Internationalist  
Tendency, 1984. - 38 pp.

The lesser evil? : the Left debates: the Democratic Party and social change / Michael Harrington [et al.] Ed. by  
Duncan Williams. - New York, NY : Pathfinder Pr., 1977. - 128 pp.

Malcolm X, révolutionnaire noir. - Montreuil : Ed. La Brèche, 1994. - 165 pp.
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The Militant (New York, NY) [ISSN 0026-3885] <TSB 1026>
The Party Builder / Socialist Workers Party (New York, NY) <TSB 1178>
Party Organizer / Socialist Workers Party (New York, NY) <TSB 1183>
Quatrième Internationale (Paris etc., 1936- ) [ISSN 0771-0569 ; ISSN 0765-1740] <TSB 1282>
Revolutionary analysis, strategy and tactics today. - New York, NY : Merit Publ., 1969. - 31 pp.
Revolutionary Marxism Today (Chicago, Ill.)
Revolutionary principles and working-class democracy / ed. by Paul Le Blanc. - New York, NY : Fourth Interna

tionalist Tendency, 1992. - VI, 412 pp. - (In defense of American Trotskyism)
Revolutionary traditions of American Trotskyism / ed. with an introd. by Paul Le Blanc. - New York, NY : 

Fourth Internationalist Tendency, 1988. - 48 pp. - (Materials for a history of Trotskyism in the United  
States)

Socialist Appeal (New York, NY) <TSB 1497>
The Socialist Workers Party : an obituary. - New York, NY : Spartacist Publ. Co., 1984. - 23 pp. - (A Spartacist  

pamphlet)
The struggle inside the Socialist Workers Party 1979-1983 / ed. by Sarah Lovell. - New York, NY : Fourth Inter

nationalist Tendency, 1992. - 329 pp. - (In defense of American Trotskyism)
The struggle to reunify the Fourth International : (1954 - 1963) / National Education Dept., Socialist Workers 

Party. - 1-4. - New York, NY, 1977-78. - [Various pag.] - (Towards a history of the Fourth International ;  
[7]) (Education for socialists)

SWP Discussion Bulletin (New York, NY) <TSB 1684>
Torotsuki-kenkyu = Trotsky Studies (Tokyo) <TSB 1707>
Towards an American socialist revolution : a strategy for the 1970s / Jack Barnes [et al.] - New York, NY : Path

finder Pr., 1971. - 207 pp.
A tribute to George Breitman : writer, organizer, revolutionary / ed. by Naomi Allen and Sarah Lovell. - New 

York, NY : Fourth Internationalist Tendency, 1987. - 163 pp. [Obituaries, reminiscences and appraisals by 
some 50 individuals and some 14 organizations]

Trotsky, Leon: Leon Trotsky on black nationalism and self-determination / ed., with introd. notes by George 
Breitman. - New York, NY : Merit Publ., 1967. - 63 pp. [Later ed., publ. by Pathfinder Pr.]

Trotsky, Leon: Marxism in our time / Leon Trotsky. [Ed. with introd.: George Breitman]. - New York, NY : Path
finder Pr., 1970. - 47 pp. - (A Merit pamphlet)

Trotsky, Leon: Military writings / Leon Trotsky. [Ed. with introd.: George Breitman]. - New York, NY : Merit  
Publ., 1969. - 160 pp. [Later ed. publ. by Pathfinder Pr.]

Trotskyism in the United States : historical essays and reconsiderations / George Breitman, Paul Le Blanc, and 
Alan Wald. - Atlantic Highlands, NJ : Humanities Pr., 1996. - III, 318 S. - (Revolutionary studies)

Trotskyism versus revisionism : a documentary history / ed. by C. Slaughter. - 1-7. - London : New Park Publica
tions, 1974-84. [Vol. 7: Detroit, Mich. : Labor Publications]

X, Malcolm: Malcolm X on Afro-American history. - New York, NY : International Socialist Review Publ. As
soc., 1967. - 48 pp. - (International Socialist Review. 28,2=179).  [Later ed. publ. by Pathfinder Pr., New 
York, NY]

• Selective Bibliography: Books and articles about Breitman

[Anon.]:  Breitman,  George  1916-,  in:  Contemporary authors,  vol.  61/64,  Detroit,  Mich.,  1976,  p.  82.  [Bio
graphical sketch]

[Anon.]: Breitman, George 1916-1986, in:  Contemporary authors,  vol. 119, Detroit, Mich., 1987, pp. 48-49. 
[Biographical sketch]

[Anon.]: Breitman, George 1916-, in: Contemporary authors : New revision series, vol. 7, Detroit, Mich., 1982, 
p. 69. [Biographical sketch]

[Anon.]: Breitman, 50 ans d'activité révolutionnaire, in:  Inprecor : [French edition] <TSB 0647>, 1986 (218). 
[Obituary]

[Anon.]: George Breitman dead : a felt loss, in: Spartacist : English edition <TSB 1640>, 1986 (38/39), pp. 4-5, 
53. [Obituary]

[Anon.]: George Breitman (1916-1986) : more than half a century of revolutionary dedication / ed. board of 
'Bulletin In Defense of Marxism', in: Bulletin In Defense of Marxism <TSB 0219> 1986 (31), pp. 1-3. 
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[Obituary]
[Anon.]: George Breitman (1916-1986) : more than half a century of revolutionary dedication / ed. board of the 

Bulletin In Defense of Marxism, in: International Viewpoint <TSB 0726> 1986 (99),  pp. 22-24. [Obitu
ary]

[Anon.]: George Breitman (1916-1986) : more than half a century of revolutionary dedication / ed. board of 'Bul
letin In Defense of Marxism', in: Revolutionary labor socialist : the life, ideas, and comrades of Frank  
Lovell / ed. by Paul Le Blanc and Thomas Barrett. - Union City, NJ, 2000, pp. 263-267.

[Anon.]:George Breitman (1916-1986) : more than half a century of revolutionary dedication / ed. board of 'Bul
letin In Defense of Marxism', in:  Trotskyism in the United States : historical essays and reconsidera
tions / George Breitman, Paul Le Blanc, and Alan Wald. - Atlantic Highlands, NJ, 1996, pp. 286-290.

[Anon.]: George Breitman, in: The New York Times, 1986 (Apr. 24), p. D19. [Obituary]
[Anon.]: George Breitman, in: Against the Current <TSB 0014>, n.s. 1.1986 (3),  p. 6. [Obituary]
[Anon.]: George Breitman (1916-1986) / Bureau du Secrétariat Unifié (SU) de la IVe Internationale, in: Inprecor  

: [French edition] <TSB 0647>, 1986 (219), p. 27. [Obituary]
[Anon.]:Nachruf auf George Breitman / Redaktion des Bulletin in Defense of Marxism, in: Inprekorr : interna

tionale Pressekorrespondenz der IV. Internationale <TSB 0654>, 1986 (183/184), p. 63. [Obituary]
Bloom, Steve: George Breitman : great man of American Trotskyism, in: Bulletin In Defense of Marxism <TSB 

0219> 1986 (32), pp. 5-7. [Obituary, text of remarks made to the Breitman memorial meeting, New York, NY,  
June 7, 1986]

Bloom, Steve: George Breitman and the Marxist method, in: Breitman, George : Malcolm X and the Third Amer
ican revolution, Amherst, NY, 2005, pp. 153-160

Bloom, Steve: New York tribute to George Breitman / Stuart Brown [i.e. Steve Bloom], in: Bulletin In Defense  
of Marxism <TSB 0219>, 1986 (32), pp. 1-2. [About the Breitman memorial meeting, New York, NY, June 7, 
1986]

Broué, Pierre: George Breitman (1916-1986) / [Pierre Broué?], in:  Cahiers Léon Trotsky  <TSB 0277>, 1986 
(26), pp. 126-127. [Obituary]

Casciola,  Paolo:  George  Breitman  (1916-1986)  /  Centro  Studi  Pietro  Tresso  [i.e.  Paolo  Casciola],  in:  Il  
Comunista : rivista teorica trotskysta <TSB 0368>, 7.1986 (23/26), pp. 76-77,79. [Obituary]

Foley, Gerry: George Breitman, in: International Viewpoint <TSB 0726>, 1986 (98), p. 27. [Obituary]
International greetings to the George Breitman memorial meeting, in:  Bulletin In Defense of Marxism <TSB 

0219>, 1986 (33), pp. 25-26.
Le Blanc, Paul: Breitman, George (1916-86), in: Encyclopedia of the American Left / ed. by Mari Jo Buhle [et  

al.] - New York, NY [etc.], 1990, pp. 105-106. [Biographical sketch]
Le Blanc, Paul: George Breitman, in: Bulletin In Defense of Marxism <TSB 0219>, 1986 (33), pp. 26-27. [Obitu

ary]
Le Blanc, Paul: La vie et l'héritage de Georges [sic!] Breitman : écrivain, organisateur, révolutionnaire, in:  Le 

marxisme aujourd'hui, 2003 (53), pp. 8-21.
Le Blanc, Paul: Writer, organizer, revolutionary : the life and legacy of George Breitman, in: Breitman, George :  

Malcolm X and the Third American revolution, Amherst, NY, 2005, pp. 355-400.
Lee, Paul: The student as teacher : remembrances of George Breitman, in:  Bulletin In Defense of Marxism  < 

TSB 0219>, 1987 (47), pp. 31-32. [About 'A tribute to George Breitman', New York, NY, 1987]
Lovell, Frank: Speech to George Breitman memorial meeting, in: Revolutionary labor socialist : the life, ideas,  

and comrades of Frank Lovell / ed. by Paul Le Blanc and Thomas Barrett, Union City, NJ, 2000, pp. 
268- 271. [Obituary]

Mandel, Ernest: Forward in the footsteps of Jim Cannon and of George Breitman, in:  Bulletin In Defense of  
Marxism <TSB 0219>, 1986 (32), pp. 3-4. [Obituary, text of greetings to the Breitman memorial meeting, New 
York, NY, June 7, 1986]

Mandel, Ernest: A tribute, in: Trotskyism in the United States : historical essays and reconsiderations / George  
Breitman, Paul Le Blanc, and Alan Wald, Atlantic Highlands, NJ, 1996, pp. 290-292 [Obituary, first publ. 
in: A tribute to George Breitman. New York, NY, 1987]

Marcus, Anthony: George Breitman, Malcolm X, Marxism, and the Third American revolution : introduction, in: 
Breitman, George : Malcolm X and the Third American revolution, Amherst, NY, 2005, pp. 9-19.

Miah, Malik: George Breitman on black liberation and Marxism, in:  Breitman, George : Malcolm X and the  
Third American revolution, Amherst, NY, 2005, pp. 23-32.

Smith, Michael Steven: Remembering George Breitman, in: Smith, Michael Steven: Notebook of a sixties lawyer  
: an unrepentant memoir and selected writings, Brooklyn, NY, 1992,  pp. 207- 210
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A tribute to George Breitman : writer, organizer, revolutionary / ed. by Naomi Allen and Sarah Lovell. - New 
York, NY : Fourth Internationalist Tendency, 1987. - 163 pp.  [Book, containing obituaries, reminiscences 
and appraisals by some 50 individuals and some 14 organizations]

Wald, Alan: Remembering George Breitman, in: Wald, Alan: The responsibility of the intellectuals : selected es
says on Marxist traditions in cultural commitment, Atlantic Highlands, NJ [etc.], pp. 234-239  [Obituary, 
repr. from A tribute to George Breitman, New York, NY, 1987]

Note: Some more information about Breitman is likely to be found in some of the books, pamphlets, university 
works and articles listed in the relevant chapters of the  Lubitz' Leon Trotsky Bibliography [ISSN 2190-0183],  
e.g. in chapter 7.5.18.

• Selective Bibliography: Books dedicated to Breitman

Cannon,  James  P.:  James  P.  Cannon  and the  early years  of  American  communism :  selected  writings  and  
speeches, 1920-1928 / Prometheus Research Library. - New York, NY : Spartacist Publ. Co., 1992. - 
XVI, 624 pp.

Le Blanc, Paul: Lenin and the revolutionary party. - Atlantic Highlands, NJ : Humanities Pr., 1990. - XXXIV,  
399 pp.

Lenin, V.I.: Revolution, democracy, socialism : selected writings / ed. and with an introd. by Paul Le Blanc. -  
London : Pluto Pr., 2008. - VIII, 368 pp.

The struggle inside the Socialist Workers Party 1979-1983 / ed. by Sarah Lovell. - New York, NY : Fourth Inter
nationalist Tendency, 1992. - 329 pp. - (In defense of American Trotskyism)

Wohlforth, Tim: The prophet's children : travels on the American Left. - Atlantic Highlands, NJ : Humanities Pr.,  
1994. - XVIII, 332 pp. - (Historical memories)

Sidelines, notes on archives

— Archival material by and about Breitman can be found in almost all archives in which the heritage of those 
persons is being preserved with whom Breitman corresponded (e.g. the Mandel Archive at IISG, Amsterdam) as 
well as in those archives which preserve rich holdings of SWP and Fourth International material (e.g.  Hoover  
Institution Archives at Stanford, Cal.) However, the main repository is  The Tamiment Library and   Robert F.   
Wagner Labor Archives, 70 Washington Square South, New York, NY 10012, which houses The George Breit    
man Papers 1928-1986. Here's some information about the Breitman collection:
The call phrase is  Tamiment 169. The collection was processed by archivists Peter Filardo, Ellen Kastel and 
Katja Vehlow, and the machine-readable finding aid and container list was created by Brian Stevens. The col
lection consists of 63 boxes (30 linear feet). It is open for research without restrictions. It has been donated by  
Breitman's widow Dorothea in 1992. The collection has been organized into 5 series containing not only the  
personal papers, manuscripts and correspondence of Breitman but also a lot of unpublished material by other 
persons as well as proceedings, minutes, reports, memos etc. of the SWP, FBI files concerning the surveillance of 
the Detroit Friday Night Forum, to mention only a few examples. Each of the 63 boxes contains some 4 to 25  
folders in which the documents are arranged chronologically with some exceptions. Some parts of the Breitman 
collection, however, have been separated to the non-print collection at  Tamiment Library such as for instance 
some 160 audio-cassettes  documenting some of Breitman's oral  presentations.  To give an impression of the 
scope of the Breitman collection it should only be mentioned that there are for example 2 boxes with 15 folders  
containing Breitman's  correspondence  with  Alan  Wald  (ranging  from 1974-86)  or  2  boxes  with  15  folders 
containing his correspondence with Louis Sinclair (1968-86).
— The opening of the George Breitman (and Frank Lovell) papers on April 18, 1999 at The Tamiment Library 
(New York University) was documented on video film:
George Breitman and Frank Lovell papers opening at the Tamiment Library, April 18, 1999 . - New York, NY : 
Tamiment Library, 1999. - 1 video-cassette (VHS), 57 min. [Speakers: Peter Filardo, Dorothea Breitman, Paul 
Le Blanc, Tom Bias, Bryan Palmer]

— Breitman had a great love of movies; as his widow Dorothea Breitman told, his second choice for a career –  
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after he had decided not to become a librarian – was to become a movies critic.

— He was honoured by a memorial meeting held on June 7, 1986 in New York City, sponsored by the  FIT, by 
Solidarity and by Socialist Action, organizations emerging as a result from Jack Barnes' SWP 'cleansing'. Another 
memorial meeting was held on June 1 of the same year at Los Angeles, California.

Note: The photograph on p. 1 has been taken from A tribute to George Breitman - writer, organizer, revolutionary, ed. by  
Naomi Allen and Sarah Lovell, New York, NY, 1987.

Wolfgang and Petra Lubitz,
last rev. Aug. 2012
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