:

] v Tourty years age. The sentiment
5

for Aghting up-to-date unions and in
dependent politieal action through
geauine Labor Party is rapidly be-
coming e ystaliizved into a Jefinite de-
mand. Soon the corner will be turn.
od where old Totile policies are dis

“leardes and 4 new era of healthy vi-

gorvus life i ushered in

W hen immediately after the great
irdustrial depression in I584-85, the
Federation of Organized Trades and
! Laber Unions, forerunner to the pre.
!wm Amernican Federation of Labor,
uscumesl the leadership in a national
movement for the ewcht-hotir day
beginning May Pirar 1556, and sec
ured the co-opepition of the Kaights

Labor, the Amervican trade anions
lefinitobe. took t1heu place » the
frdnt runks of (e mternational
ui N M I beenime Lhe At
application of the memerul sirike on
a large  seale. ) 40000  organiesd
aorke: tonk dirge part and
powerful was thi movement  that
the Chicago meat packers hurridly
granted the shorter workday to thelr
workers without the need of the lat-
fer resorting to™s s'nke.  The uiens
whined! tremendoy r membership

d during that periodd The KKkn of

| Labor ad about 600000 to r
,.';mk- afl the Trade Uwion Feders-
:'um nereased to abour 250,000,
Likewice the attempts made by the
vorkers to aet politieally as a class,
however small the vesults, showed &
keen understanding of the functions
of trade unions Compare this with
the present disintegruting state of
affairs where the unions are suffer.
ing terrible loss in nembership M
many locals throughout the country
I various industries have been shot
to pueces, while riany of the gains of
the hard struggles of the past have
been taken away and the ever ag-
gresive Enemy. despite the temporary’
lull in the battle, is advancing to
compietely exterminate unionism. The
Insolent attitude of the various law
making hodies and the use of pobi-
tical in-titations, controlled by cap
italism, directly against the workers
to abolish their so-called bill of rights
andt bring them firmly under the ron-
'tmi of the iron heel, only goes fur
ther to show the present stage of de-
gredation czused by a bankrupt. bu-
reaucracy which refuses to keep step
with progres: 2
The militaney of the Americun
workers during the eighties brought
power lo them. Power was~
v thing capitalism respectod at that
tirme,  Power is the only !bil! cap-
italism respects today. The workers'
organized power secured the
hour daye. The lossiof ¢
power s respoasible for the dr
feats suffered. The organized power
of capitalism is dealing blow  after
 blow 1o (he workers. Ton hc' has
been allowed to po unchallenged. Too
long the workers hate permitted

themselves 1o remain n
their impotent eraft ua
and become a prey for capitalist po-
!i:mr».‘ A way has been ted
out through amalgumation of the ex-
isting trade unions and w
pelitical aetion of the workers through
's Labor Party. It remains only for
the workers to line up and bring it
inte aectual life. A v
Means orgameru power W the *
ers. It will mark the beginming of
the end of the “open W“
the musery caustd by long hours and
low wages, and the beginning of the
end of camtalist exploitation.



