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L. The Menace of Imperialist War.

1. Ten years aiter the world war, the big imperialist
powers solemnly conclude a pact for outlawing war: they
talk about disarmament; they seek, with the support of the
leaders of international Social Democracy, to delude the wor-
kers and toiling masses into the belief that the rule of mono-
poly capitalism assures peace to the world.

The VI. World Congress of the Communist International
condemns all these manoeuvres as vile deception of the wor-
king masses. It recalls to the minds of the international prole-
tariat, of the toilers and oppressed peoples of the world, the
experiences of recent years, the small wars of plunder conti-
nuously waged against the colonial peoples, and the events of last
year: intervention agaiitst the Chinese revolution, the sharpening
conilict between the powers for a new division of China, the
mobilisation of troops in Poland, the immediate menace to the
independence of Lithuania — and in connection therewith, the
constantly .growing menace of war against the Soviet Union by

an imperialist bloc under the leadership of Great Britain; it
recalls all these facts as illustrating the criminal war policy
of the imperialists, which may suddenly burst into a terrible
world conilagration.

The VI. World Congress has already analysed the political
and economic driving forces of the coming war,

The changes in the world situation since the V. World
Congress are characterised by a tremendous intensification of
all the contradictions of capitalism, by the great economic and
political strengthening of the Soviet Union, by the rapid growth
of the national revolutionary movements in the colonies and
semi-colonial countries, — above all in China — and by the
infensification of the class struggle between the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat in the capitalist countries.

The antagonisms between the imperialist . powers in the
struggle for markets are more and more sharply expressed. But
still more strongly than the antagonisms between the impe-
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. qe . .
rialist powers is growing the principal «ntagonism that is
dividing the world into -two camps: on the one hand the
whole of the capitalist world, and on the other hand the
U. 8. 8. R, around which the international proletariat and
the oppressed peoples of the colonies are grouping.

_ The fight for the destruction of the Soviet system and the
Chinese ' revolution, for unrestricted domination over China
and for the possesssion of the emormous reservoirs of raw
materials and the markets in these countries, is.a matter of
extreme importance for international capital and the basis for
the imminent danger of a new imperialist war that is threate-
ning at the present time.

2. The coming imperialist world war will not only be
a mechanised war with a tremendous use of material, but si-
multaneously it will be a war that will seize upon vast millions,
indeed upon the majority of the population of the warring
countries, The boundary between battle-front and, rear will
tend more and more to become obliterated.

The Congress points to the tremendous increase in arma-
ments, to the great improvements in the field of war technique,
and to the measures for the militarisation of the masses and
of industry taken in all capitalist countries; the milifarisation
in Fascist Italy; the military reform in France; the reactionary
army laws in Czechoslovakia; the growing military prepara-
tions in Poland and Roumania under the direction of the Ge-
neral Staffs of the big imperialist powers; the preparations in
Germany for the re-building of the old militarism in new
forms; the mass militarisation in America; the military prepa-
rations in Great Britain, in the Dominions and particularly in
India, etc. The naval rivarly between America znd England
opens up a new world armament race. A most significant new
factor in the present mass militarisation is -intensified militari-
sation of the youth and that this militarisation actually, and
in some places even officially, extends to women (France, Po-
land, Bulgaria, etc.).

3. Side by side with the armaments and war preparations
of ‘the imperialists against foreign rivals, there proceeds an
intensification of reaction at home. Without a ‘“quiet” hinier-
land it is impossible for the imperialists to wage war. The
bourgeoisie is taking measures {0 prevent the workers from
putting up any kind of organised resistance to their war
policy.
'lxhis “covering of the rear” by the bourgeoisie is served
by such measures as the Trade Union Laws in Great Britain
and Norway, the arbitration system in Germany, the Mond
plan for collaboration in the chemical enterprises, the “indu-
strial peace” campaigns, the non-political trade unions (Spen-
cerism in Great Britain), the ‘“company unions” in America,
the creation of Fascist State unions in [taly and the law mili-
tarising the trade unions in case of war in France. These are
measures to assure the military suppression of every working
class movement immediately war is declared.

On the other hand, the unofficial armies of the type of
the “Stahlhelm” in Germany, the “Schutzkorps” in Finland,
the “Strelzy” in Poland, and the “Heimwehr” in Austria pur-
sue the aim of strike-breaking and forcible suppression of the
workers — not only in time of war, but also in the period of
war preparations. In this must be included also the military
or semi-military women’s organisations established in a num-
ber of countries. The big imperialist powers support Fascism
in South Eastern Euvrope and in Poland and Roumania as an
important instrument in the preparation for and conduct of
the imperialist war especially against the U.S.S.R.

The persecution and measures of suppression against the
Communist Parties are being systematically intensified and the
Comintern Sections in all imperialist countries are immediately
confronted with the danger of being driven “underground”,
into complete illegality.

4, In this situation of increased armaments and extensive
preparations for imperialist wars, the bourgeoisie and the
petty bourgeois pacifists seek, by means of hypocritical spee-
ches, to deceive the toiling masses as to the real facts of the
situation, and under the cloak of pacifism, and “peace” policy,
systematically strive to turn them in favour of the struggle
against the Soviet Union. The battly-cry of the coming war
against the Soviet Union will be: “The war for peace! Down
with Bolshevism, the destroyer of civilisation!”

The speeches of the bourgeoisie and their Social Democra-
tic and petty bourgeois pacifist accomplices, about disarmament,

s?curltt.y, afbitrii_tion courts, outlawry of war as an instrument
of national policy, etc., are examples of the worst h risy.
. The League of Nations, founded nine years ago agp:]f in)ll-
perialist alliance in defence of the robber ‘“peace” of Versailles,
and for the suppression of the revolutionary movemeut of the
world, is itself more and more becoming a direct instrument
for the preparation and carrying through of war against the
Soviet Union. The alliances and pacts created under the pro-
tectorate of the Leagu_e of Nations are direct means for camou-
flaging war preparations, and are themselves instruments for
{ljje' preparations for war, especially war against the Soviet
nion.

5. The imperialists are only able to carry on their war
policy thanks to the active collaboration of intérnational Social
Democracy. The reformists were exposed as social patriots
and chauvinists already by the world war of 1914—1918. Since
then, the policy of Social Democracy has ripened into open
social imperialism. In all decisive questions, the leaders of So-
cial Democracy and of the Amsterdam trade unions have not
only become the defenders, but the active champions of impe-
rialism. They have developed their greatest activity in support
of the imperialist war preparations against the Soviet Union.

The course adopted by the reformist leaders towards dee-
pening the split in the camp of the labour movement by a
sharpened offensive against the Communist movement and by
their active splitting tactics in the trade unions and proleta-
rian mass organisations (Germany, Great Britain), serves, like
their defeatist strategy in big economic struggles, to strengthen
the bourgeoisie, to weaken the battle-positions for the prole--
tariat, and, in this way, to prepare the conditions in which
the bourgeoisie may embark on a new imperialist war. The
proletariat must closely study the methods by which Social
Democracy is preparing ideologically for the war against the
Soviet Union. Some of these methods are: a) dissemination of
lies about “Red imperialism” and “Red militarism”, about the
“identity of Fascism and Bolshevism”, etc.; b) the claim that
the dictatorship of the proletariat is the cause of war, or one
of the causes of war; ¢) the hypocritical attitude that “We
are for the support of the Soviets, but against the Communists
and the Comintern”; d) propagation of defeatism: towards the
Soviet Government under a “Left” mask. The war danger du-
ring the last year has provided several examples of these me-
thods; especially in the work of the German Social Democrats.
These examples were no less clearly expressed by the allies of
Social Democracy, the Trotskyists, e. g. in their phrases about
“Thermidor”, “kulakisation”, etc.

The so-called Left leaders of Social Democracy were cha-
racterised by the VIII. Plenum as the most dangerous enemies
in the labour movement. This characterisaticn has been com-
pletely confirmed by their treacherous policy during the past
year and by their behaviour at the Brussels Congress of the
II. International. It is precisely they who, under “Left” phrases,
seek to save both the bourgeoisie and Right reformist leaders
in critical situations, by describing the Soviet regime and the
Communist world movement as enemies of the proletarian uni-
ted front, as enemies of “world peace”, as “allies of reaction”,
in order thereby to mislead and confuse the workers and to
assist the bourgeoisie in carrying out its war policy.

6. Events of recent years have shown that the main front
in the policy of all imperialist powers is directed more and
more openly against the Soviet Union and the Chinese .revo-
lution. But in view of the sharpening antagonisms between the
imperialist powers themselves, a clash between the imperialist
groups of powers in the struggle for world supremacy is pos-
sible even before this war breaks out.

Just as the world war of 1914—1918 led directly to the
victorious proletarian revolution in the former Tsarist Empire,
to the development of the liberation movement in the colonies
and to uprisings and revolutionary mass movements among the
European proletariat, so a new war will rouse a mighty revo-
lutionary movement that will embrace the industrial workers
of America, the broad masses of peasants in agrarian coumn-
tries and the millions of oppressed peoples of the colonies. Ho-
wever, the crisis of capitalism — the sharpest expression of
which is war — may give rise to broad revolutionary mass
movements, even before the open conilict breaks out. In such
a movement, as in the daily struggles, the Communists must
strive to rally, organise and lead the masses, with the aim of
fighting, by means of revolutionary action, for the conquest
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of power, for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the esta-
blishment of a proletarian dictatorship.

Even if the Communisis in the European countries do not
succeed in sharpening the daily struggle for the most urgent
demands of the workers to the point of an open struggle for

power, for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie — and only
through the overthrow of the bourgeoisie in the most impor-
tant countries can imperialist wars be prevented — neverthe-

less, the constant combining of this struggle with the fight
against imperialism will eonsiderably augment the activity of
the workers, and will make it considerably more difficult for
the bourgeoisie to prepare for or embark on war. It is clear
that a postponement of the imperialist war measures by the

mass actions of the proletariat will create conditions that will
considerably facilitate the transformation of -this war into civil
war and the overthrow of the imperialists. In any case, the
growing Leftward development among the proletariat and the
toiling masses generally and the powerful development of the

" national revolutionary movement in the colonial and semi-colo-

nial countries, provides a broad foundation for the growing
influence of the Comintern and for the intensified struggle of
the Communists against the whole policy of the world bour-
geoisie — a policy which leads to increased exploitation and
oppression as well as to the greatest sharpening of war con-
flicts.

IX. Attitude of the Proletariat Towards QWar.

7. War is inseparable from capitalism. The struggle against
war, above all, calls for a clear insight into its nature, causes,
etc. As against the reactionary excuse that war is a natural
phenomenon, and the no less reactionary utopian schemes for
its abolition by means of phrases or pacts, the revolutionary
proletariat advances the rational theory of Marxism-Leninism,
as the only scientific basis for a real struggle against war.

The cause of ‘war as an historic phenomenon is not the
“evil nature” of mankind, not the “bad” policies of govern-
ments, but the division of society into classes, inio exploiters
and exploited. Capitalism is the cause of the wars in modern
history. These wars are not exceptional phenomena; they do
not contradict the principles of capitalism, of private ownership
in the means of production, of competition and exploitation,
but are rather their direct consequence.

Imperialism, the monopolist stage of capitalism, sharpens
all the contradictions of capitalism to such an extent that
“peace” becomes but a breathing spell for new wars, The
surface of the earth and its economic wealth (with the excep-
tion of that part that is ruled by the proletarian dictatorship)
is almost completely monopolised by a few big powers. The
uneven economic and political development of the various
countries, however, again and again creates the necessity for
a new division of the world. In the last analysis, this cannot
take place except through wars waged by the decisive impe-
rialist countries against one another. At the same time, however,
the exploitation of the hundreds of millions of proletarians and
colonial slaves can be maintained only by bloody wars of
oppression.

War is inseparable from capitalism. From this it follows
that the “abolition” of war is possible only through the aboli-
tion of capitalism, i. e. through the overthrow of the bourgeois
class of exploiters, through the proletarian dictatorship, the
building of Socialism, and the elimination of classes. All other
theories and proposals, however “realistic” they may claim
to be, are nothing but a deception calculated to perpetuate ex-
ploitation and war. ‘

For this reason, Leninism combats all pacifist theories con-
cerning the abolition of war and points out to the masses of
the workers and to all the exploited people the only way
leading to this goal: the overthrow of capitalism.

8. But the overthrow of capitalism is impossible without
force, without armed uprising and proletarian wars against
the bourgeoisie. In the present epoch of imperialist wars and
world revolution, as Lenin has stated, proletarian civil wars
against the bourgeoisie, wars of the proletarian dictatorship
against bourgeois states and against world capitalism, and
national ‘revolutionary wars of the oppressed peoples against
imperialism, are inevitable and revolutionary. Therefore, the
revolutionary proletariat, precisely because it is fighting for
Socialism and for the abolition of war, cannot be against
every war.

Every war is but a continuation of the politics of certain
classes “by other means”. The proletariat therefore, must care-
fully study the historical and political class meaning of each
given war and give special study to the role of the ruling
classes in all the countries participating in the war from the
viewpoint of the international proletarian revolution.

In the present epoch the following three types of wars are
possible: first, wars between imperialist stafes; second, wars

of imperialist counter-revolution against the proletarian revolu-
tion, or against countries in which Socialism is being built;
third, national revolutionary wars, especially of colonial coun-
tries against imperialism, which are connected with wars of
imperialist suppression.

In the first case, of which the world war of 1914--1918 is
a classical example, both sides wage a reactionary imperialist
war. In the second case, e. g., the wars of intervention against
the Soviet Union (1918—1921), only the imperialists wage re-
actionary war; the proletarian dictatorship, in such a case,
wages a revolutionary war for Socialism in the interests of
the whole world proletariat. In the third case, e. g. the war of
imperialism against the Chinese revolution, again it is only
the imperialist powers that wage a revolutionary robber war.
The war of an oppressed nation against imperialism, however,
is not only just, but revolutionary; it is, in present times, a
part of the proletarian world revolution.

This Marxian analysis of wars serves as the basis upon
which the proletariat determines its position, in principle and
in tactics, towards these various types of wars. The proletariat
fights against the wars between imperialist states with a pro-
gramme of defeatism and the transformation of the war info a
civil war against the bourgeoisie. The same position, in prin-
ciple, is taken by the proletariat in imperialist countries in the
event of a war of oppression waged by the imperialists against
national revolutionary movements, above all against the colo-
nial peoples and in the event of imperialism waging an open-
counter-revolutionary war against the land of {he proletarian
dictatorship. The proletariat however ,supports and conducts
national revolutionary wars and socialist wars against imperia-
lism, and organises lor the defence of national revolutions and
of the countries of the proletarian dictatorship.

. 9. As long as the proletariat has not yet established its
dictatorship, it must determine its tactics in regard to wars
waged by its country in accordance with the results of a tho-
rough examination of the concrete aspect of the war at each
separate stage. National wars may be turned into imperialist
wars, and vice versa.

"'Mere formal tokens, e. g. offensive or delensive war, can-
not serve as a substitute for a concrete fest of the character
of a given war. In an imperialist war like that of 1914 this
criterion is generally senseless, and serves only to deceive the
masses. However, in wars waged by imperialists against revo-
lutionary powers, it is necessary to view this criterion not
in the strategical, but rather in the historico-political sense.
The question primarily, is not, who is ihe aggressor, who is
waging an unjust war, but, who represents reaction, the coun-
ter-revolution and exploitation; who is on the imperialist side,
and against the national proletarian revolution? An example
of the wrong application of the argument of the offensive war
was furnished by the French Socialists in 1925 when they sup-
ported the French war against the insurgents of Morocco, be-
cause the latter was supposed to have “started first”. A similar
attitude was taken by the labour imperialists in England in
regard to intervention in China in 1927 (“protection of British
life and property”).

10. The attitude in principle to a given war determines
also the attitude to the question of war. The proletariat has no
country until it has captured political power and has taken
the means of production from- the exploiters. The expression
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«national defence” is nothing but a catchword, and mostly a
petty-bourgeois catchword to justify war. In wars waged by
the “proletariat itself, or by a proletarian State against impe-
rialism, the proletariat defends its socialist country. In national-
revolutionary wars against imperialism, the proletatiat defends
its country against imperialism. But in imperialist wars the
proletariat absolutely rejects ‘“national defence” as being de-
fence of exploitation and treachery to the cause of Socialism.

A. THE PROLETARIAT FIGF}(TSS AGAINST IMPERIALIST
WARS.

1. The Fight Against Imperialist War Before its Outbreak.

11. The fight the Communists wage against imperialist war
differs essentially from the “fight against war” waged by paci-
fists of various shades. The Corgmunists do not regard the
struggle against such a < being separate ifom_the class

strussle—On the contrary, they regard it as art 1€ eneral
proletarian Struggle for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie. lhey
KiGw imperialis ToaTe tMevitable as long as the bour-

eoisie remain in er. This postulate is sometimes inter-
Ig:;reted to mean thatms useless to carry on a specific struggle
against imperialist war. Indeed, the Social Democrats delibera-
tely charge the Communists with encouraging imperialist wars
in order to accelerate the advent of Revolution. While the ﬁr‘st-
mentioned attitude is a mislaken one, the second is a silly
calumny. L. le of

Although convinced that war 1s inevitable under the rule o
the bourgeoisie, the Comniunists, in the interests of the masses
of the workers and of all the toilers who bear the brunt of the
sacrifice entailed by war, wage a_persistent fight against impe-
rialist war and strive to prevent imperialist war by proletarian
revolution. They strive to rally the masses around their stand-
ard in this struggle, and if unable to prevent the outbreak of
war, they strive to transiorm it into civil war for the over-
throw of the bourgeoisie. ] o

12. The first duty of Communists in the fight against impe-
rialist war is to tear down the screen by which the bourgeoisie
conceal their preparations for war and the real state of affairs
from the masses of the workers. This duty implies above all
a determined political and ideological fight against pacifism. In
this fight the Communists must take careful note of the various
shades of pacifism. The most important of these shades are:

a) Official pacifism, behind which the capitalist governmeuts
mask  their manoeuvres against each other and against -the
Soviet Union (League of Nations, Locarno, Disarmament Con-
ferences, “outlawry of war”, etc.).

b) The pacifism of the Second International (Hilferding,
Paul Boncour, MacDonald), which is but a branch of official
government pacifism, except that it is embellished with Sociali-
stic and even “Marxian” phrases.

¢) “Radical” or “revolutionary” pacifism, advocated by cer-
tain “Left” Socialists who admit the danger of war, but strive
to combat this danger merely by meaningless phrases against
war. These pacifists frequently lay excessive stress upon the
destructiveness of modern weapons of war in order, either to
prove that protracted wars are impossible, or else, to demon-
strate that it is impossible to transform imperialist war into
civil war. :

d) Semi-religious pacifism, which has its basis in the
church movement.

In the struggle against pacifism, however, the Communists
must draw a distinction between the anti-war sentiments of
large masses of the toilers, who are ready to fight against war,
but do not as yet understand that the revolutionary way is the
only proper way ol combating war, and therefore, become a
prey to pacifist swindlers, and the swindlers themselves,
the pacifists of various shades. The masses must be pa-
tiently enlightened as to their error and urged to join the
revolutionary united front in the struggle against war. But the
pacifist swindlers must be relentlessly exposed and combated.

e) A special role is played by so-called “co-operative paci-
fism. This type of pacifism is to be observed to-day chiefly
liance and International Women’s Co-operative Guild in London.
To these must be added Left bourgeois organisations like the
Women’s Internationai League for Peace and Freedom.

13. The closer and more imminent the danger of war be-
comes, the more dangerous becomes so-called “radical” paci-

e

fism, This type of pacifism is to be observed to-day chiefl
among the Left-wing Social Democrats in Germany, the L.L. [y
in England, and the Social-Democrats in the smaller countries
like Holland, Norway, etc. The catchwords and phrases advo-
cated by these pacifists like “No more war”, “Boycott war”,

" “General strike against the declaration of war”, “Military

strike”, etc., are taken up in the utterances of the reformist
leaders for the purpose of deceiving the masses (e. g. the phra-
ses about the general sirike uttered by the Amsterdam Inter-
national). In his instructions to the Russian Trade Union De-
legation to the Hague Peace Conference in December 1922,
Lenin properly laid special stress upon this type of pacifism.
His warning holds good to this day, particularly when we
bear in mind that even in the ranks of the Communist Parties
there are many members who, unconsciously perhaps, betray
inclinations in this direction.

It is therefore necessary:

a) To combat all high-sounding phrases like “we shall never
permit another war”, “no more wars”, etc. The Communists
must not be content merely to “correct” these slogans theoreti-
cally, but must wage an active fight against this kind of pro-
paganda by unmasking those who conduct it, and denounce this
phrasemongering as a screen to conceal the preparations being
made for war. The same thing applies in many cases today of
the slogan: “War against war® that is advanced by the Social
Democrats as a hypocritical means of raising~unfounded expec-
tations among the masses. -

b) To combat the proposals advanced by the “radical”
pacifists for preventing war. Communists cannot content them-
selves merely with exposing these people a phrasemongers, who
would do nothing to carry their radical proposals into effect
(general strike, military strike), but they must also point out
to the masses that, as framed by these pacifists, these slogans
are wrong and childish. They must explain to the masses the
real circumstances under which war breaks out, the impossibility
of limiting the struggle to certain fixed methods and the need
for bringing into action all forms of the class struggle.

c) Energetically to com openly criticise all frivol-
ousness ¢ ranks of_the Com ist Darties concerning the
qeStioT o ComBaTHg. war, This is particularly necesSary af
the present time, in view of the mistakes contained in press
articles and parliamentary speeches. Under no circumstances
should such mistakes be allowed to pass without criticism.

14. In addition to the task of combating pacifism and
frwmww
against _imperialist_war, the 3ii) ists are faced with a
number of ofhier tundamental agitational and educational tasks.
These are:

a) To expose in proper time, the sophistries and catch-
words by which the bourgeoisie and Social-Democracy try to
justify war. The principal slogan advanced by the latter, even
in the present day, is the slogan of “national defence”. The
war against China in 1927 revealed the true significance of
slogans like “Protection of life and property”, “protection of
trade”, “protection of the flag,” etc. In the last imperialist war,
the Allies made use of the slogan “Fight against Prussian
militarism”, while the Central Powers used the slogan “Fight
against Tsarism”; both sides using the respective slogans to
mobilise the masses for the war. In a future war between Italy
and France, or Yugo-Slavia, the same purpose will be served
by the slogan “Fight against reactionary Fascism”, for the
bourgeoisie in the latter countries will take advantage of the
anti-Fascist sentiments of the masses of the people to justify
imperialist war. On the other hand, Fascism justifies its im-
perialist war policies by the catchwords “overpopulation”,
“natural necessity for expansion”, etc. The Communist Parties
have hitherto paid insufficient attention to the duty of refuting
these sophistries. ,

b) “It is essential again and again, and as concretely as
possible, to explain to the masses what the situation was at the
time of the last war, and why that situation was inevitable.”

“It is particularly necessary to explain to the masses the
significance of the fact that the question of ‘national defence’ is
becoming an inevitable question, which the enormous majority
of the foilers will inevitably decide in favour of their own
bourgeoisie.” (Lenin).

“In view of recent experiences of war, we must explain that
on the morrow of the declaration of war, such an enormous
number of theoretical and social questions will arise, that the
overwhelming majority of the men called up for service will
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find it utterly impossible to examine them with a clear head
and with any degree of impartiality.” (Lenin).

“We must tell the masses the real facts about the profound
secrecy in which the governments make their plans for war and
how impotent the ordinary labour organisations, even those that
call themselves revolutionary, are in the face of impending war.”
(Lenin).

The Bolsheviks, having a well set up illegal organisation,
were the only Party able to carry on revolutionary work during
the war. Yet even they could no more prevent the masses from
responding to the bourgeois call for “national defence” than
they could prevent the outbreak of war, notwithstanding the
fact that the proletarian struggle in Russia was at high tide
at that period. In fact, only a few weeks before the outbreak of
war, barricades were erecfed in the streets of St. Petersburg.

Consequently, only by thoroughly explaining to the masses
the tremendous difficulties that have to be overcome in a real
struggle against war can the foundation be laid for the solution
of the tactical problems involved in this struggle.

¢) Finally, it is necessary to explain thoroughly to the
masses the experiences of the last world war of 1914—1918;
the tendencies that prevailed in the labour movement at that time
the struggles the Bolsheviks conducted against war, and the
fundamenfal slogan they advanced by transforming the im-
perialist war into civil war. :

15. This agitational and propagandist activity must be
closely linked up with the revolutionary work of the Party
among the masses.

This is the main task in the struggle against imperialist
war before it breaks out. Stated in detail this task includes the
following:

a) Factory and trade union activity must be concentrated
primarily in the industries which serve the mobilisation 0T
anmn’ducf of war, Tike {he Tnetat industty, the chemical in-
d —and transport. It is particularly importanf fo_apply the
tactics—ot—the prolefarian united iront an WWT_
s@?ﬁ@mn —5i 1is resulfs (establishment of Commuitees
of Action, etc,).

—b) In view of the fact that the peasantry constitutes the
bulk of the army in most countries, special attention must be
paid to anti-war work among the peasants, This work is faci-
liated by the strong anti-war sentiment prevailing among the
peasants in many countries. The bourgeoisie, through the
medium of the big landlords and big farmers and through Ex-
- Service Men’s Leagues, the press, Fascism, pacifism, the churches,

etc., strive to consolidate their influence in the countryside, and
to rouse the “fighting spirit” of the peasantry. Communists must
counter-act this activity by their work to sharpen the class-
struggle in the countryside. The Communists must conduct anti-
war agitation among the peasant masses and in this utilise the
experiences of the world war, and link up this agitation with
the economic demands of the small peasantry. They must explain
to the peasants the proletarian attitude towards war; carry on
fraction work in the reactionary peasant leagues; organise anti-
war conferences of the small peasantry, and give consideration
to the special interests of the peasants in carrying on work in
the army.

¢) The national-revolutionary movements in the Balkans,
Poland, etc.,, play an extremely important part in the struggle
against the imperialist war danger and in_ transforming im-
perialist war into civil war. The struggle against the imperialist
war danger in these countries must be linked up with the fight
against the remnants of feudalism and against national oppres-
sion, _and must be directed towards the development of the
agrarian and national revolutions.

Hence, the establishment and expansion of a revolutionary
bloc of the proletariat, the peasantry and the oppressed nations
against capitalism and against the imperialist war danger is an
(;.)xcete.dmgly important task that now confronts the Communist

arties.

d) A matter of decisive importance is the work among the
youth, especially among the industrial youth. The greatest efforts
must be exerted — not only by the youth organisations, but by
all Communists — in combating bourgeois sport organisations,
fascist organisations, 'rr}ilitary schools, etc., through which the
bourgeoisie are training the youth for imperialist wars.
Furthermore, bourgeois military training of the youth must also
be combated. Where the military training of the youth is com-
pulsory, the Communists should urge the young workers to
accept it, but they must organise work for the political education

of these youmg workers and for the disintegration of the bour-
geois military organisations. Similar work must be carried on in
bourgeois, voluntary military training organisations, For this
purpose, the Communist Party and the Young Communist
League must send members into these organisations, but they
must not urge the young workers to join them. Instead, they
must urge the young workers to join, or form, Labour Defence
Organisations.

¢) Bearing in mind the important part women play in
industry, especially in time of war, work must be carried on
among the industrial working women and workingmen’s wives.
To combat the imperialist influence disseminated among working
women through petty-bourgeois organisations and to organise
the working women in trade unions and other proletarian mass
organisations, are extremely important tasks at the present time
in view of the threatening war danger. In this connection,
special consideration must be given to the plans for the militari-
sation of women and to the increasing influence which bour-
geois pacifist, religious and nationalist organisations are exer-
cising over working class women. Work among the women
must no longer be neglected, and the idea that this work is
solely the affair of the women Communists must be stamped out.

f) Anti-militarist activity; work in the army and navy; work
among the recruits and reservists and in bourgeois defence
organisations, in which the proletarian element is strongly re-
presented, must constitute an inseparable part of the general
revolutionary mass activity of the Party, and must embrace the
whole of the working class.

16. Lenin was of the opinion that “the only possible way
of continuing revolutionary work after the outbreak of war is
the creation of an illegal organisation.” But, an illegal organi-
sation is also necessary in the anti-war struggle before war
breaks out. There is still considerable confusion of mind con-
cerning this important task in the struggle against war, and
serious neglect in its practical fulfilment. In some Communist
Parties the definitely opportunist view prevails that the conduct
of anti-war activity is the business only of the youth, or of
a special organisation, while activity within the army is
regarded as not being absolutely essential. Such views must
be vigorously combated, and the work must be taken up imme-
diately, in the spirit of the instructions given by Lenin. In this
connection, we must:

1). Enlarge the number of Party factory nuclei which, under
given circumstances arising from the persecution of the em-
ployers and the police, must go underground. The preparations
for the transference to underground conditions when the con-
tingency arises, must be undertaken now.

2). Make rreparations for guaranteeing the proper func-
tioning of the leading bodies of the Party, of the communica-
tions apparatus and of the Party press, in the event of the
necessity arising for going strictly underground.

While never for a moment ceasing to utilise all available
legal possibilities, the Communist Parties must already at the
present time, devote the greatest energy and attention to these
tasks. If they fail to do this the persecution that must set in
at the moment of the outbreak of war, — a foretaste of which
we have already in a number of countries to-day — will
inevitably destroy the Party organisation, and with it, the
principal base of ‘the revolutionary struggle against war.

~t7—TTHe Commumst Parties must bend all their work fo
entral task of preparing, winning over and organising the
masses for the struggle against imperialist war. The struggles
of the proletariat and of toilers generally against the inten-
sification of exploitation and oppression — in matters of wages,
the working day, taxes, rent, social services, political disiran-
chisement, victimisation and the intensification of the Fascist
menace — must not be confined to the demands arising out of
these struggles, but must be linked up with the determined J-
ruggle against imperialist lic e T
ffiportant questions of foreign policy, of armaments,

‘of the introduction of new weapons of war, etc., must be brought

before the masses of the workers and utilised for the organisa-
tion of revolutionary mass action. In this struggle, the Com-
murist Party. giving due and sober consideration to its strength,
must march boldly and determinedly at the head of the masses.
It must organise demonstrations and strikes against the war
policy of the imperialist bourgeoisie and, at the proper moment,
put to the masses the question of the general strike and of still
sharper methods of struggle.
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2. The Struggle During Imperialist War.

18. The political programme of the Communists in an
imperialist war is the programme worked out and applied by
the Bolshevik Party under the leadership of Lenin in its heroic
struggle against the last imperialist war. The main points of
this programme may be summarised as follows:

a) The rejection of imperialist “national defence” in this
war, To enlighten the workers and peasants as to its reactionary
character. Strongly to combat all tendencies in the labour
movement which openly, or covertly, justify this war.

b) Defeatism, i. e. to work ior the defeat of the home
imperialist government in this war.

¢) Genuine internationalism, i. e. not “international” phrases
and formal “agreements”, but revolutionary defeatist work to
be carried on by the proletariat in all the belligerent countries,
for the overthrow of their home bourgeoisie.

d) To transform the war between imperialist States into
proletarian civil war against the bourgeoisie, for the purpose
of establishing the dictatorship of the proletariat and Socialism
— this transformation to be achieved by means of revolutionary
mass action in the rear, and fraternisation at the front.

e) A “democratic” or “just” peace cannot result from an
imperialist war without the overthrow of the bourgeoisie and
the seizure of power by the proletariat in the most important
belligerent States. Theretore, “peace” cannot be the central slogan
during imperialist war; the central slogan must be “proletarian
revolution”. It is the bounden duty of Communists strongly to
combat all peace phrasemongering; for a certain moment in the
war, this can be utilised by the bourgeoisie as an extremely
imporiant ideological weapon to prevent the imperialist war
from being transiormed into civil war.

Communists must not confine themselves merely to con-
ducting propaganda in favour of this programme; they must
rouse the masses of the workers to fight for it, by applying the
tactics of the united proletarian front from below.

19. “Transform the imperialist war into civil war” means
primarily, revolutionary mass action. The Communists resolutely
repudiate all so-called “means” ol combating war that hamper
the development of revolutionary mass action. Consequently,
they repudiate individual actions that have no connection with
revolutionary mass actions or that fail to contribute to their
development. Communists combat the propaganda in favour of
the “against the war” prescriptions that are recommended by
the petty-bourgeois elements in the labour movement. Prescrip-
tions like “refusal to bear arms” “refusal to shoot”, etc., are
still circulated widly among the masses to-day, and many
workers seriously believe in their efficacy. As a matter of
fact, these prescriptions are meaningless and harmful. The Com-
munists must tell the workers that the struggle against war is
not a single and simultaneous act, and that revolutionary mass
action on the part of the workers and poor peasants, in the
rear and at the front, for the armed overthrow of the bour-
geoisie, is the only proper means of combating war, to which
all other means must be directed. While combating the above-
mentioned prescriptions for individual action, which can only
hinder mass action, the Communists must at the same time rouse
the workers to display a spirit of revolutionary heroism in the
struggle against imperialist wars.

20. The Communists’ attitude towards the question of the
general strike against war is determined by the same point of
view, viz., the {ransformation of imperialist war into civil war.
Already in 1907, Lenin, in opposing Hervé, repudiated the Ge-
neral Strike slogan as a “panacea” to be applied regardless of
the concrete situation and divorced from the general class struggle
of the proletariat. In 1922, on the basis of experiences in the
world war, he formulated his position still more definitely. In
l;lis in%ructions to the delegation to the Hague Peace Congress,
:, he sai

“It is impossible to ‘reply’ to war with a general strike,
just as it is impessible to reply to war with ‘revolution’, in the
simple and literal sense of the word”.

This holds good to this day. But while Com-
munists repudiate the slogan of “reply to war with a
general strike”, and warn the workers against harbouring
such illusions, which can only injure the real struggle
against war, they do not by any means abandon the weapon of
the general strike in the struggle against war, and sharply con-
demn any suggestion to do so as an opportunist deviation, Side
by side with other revolutionary mass actions (demonstrations,

strikes in munition works, transport strikes, etc.), the general
strike — as the supreme form of the mass strike movement —
is an extremely important weapon, and as a transition to the
armed uprising it constitutes a stage in the transformation of
imperalist war into civil war. This transformation, however, does
not depend upon the will of the Party alone. It presupposes the
existence of a revolutionary situation, the capacity ot the pro-
letariat for mass action, etc. These conditions do not as a rule
prevail at the very beginning of the war; they develop in the
course of the war. But even in war time the general strike does
not come like a bolt from the blues. It comes on the rising tide of
revolutionary mass action (demonstrations, partial strikes, etc.)
and as a result of the persistent preparation, which the Com-
munists must make, and which may entail heavy sacrifices. Of
course, a general strike in war time will lead to revolutionary
results much more rapidly than in peace time; but it is by no
means casier to prepare for and organise it in war time than
in peace time. On the contrary, in war time the bourgeoisie will
take determined counter-measures to prevent it. They will call the
strikers to the colours, militarise the factories, etc. Communists,
therefore, cannot, in war time, confine themselves to abstract
general strike propaganda. As in peace time, they must carry
on daily revolutionary work in the factories and trade unions.
They must champion the economic demands of the workers and
link up these demands with anti-war propaganda; organise re-
volutionary factory councils; capture the subordinate trade union
organisations; eliminate the social-patriotic elements from these
organisations, and, when they have been captured, elect new
executives parallel with the reformist executives, and despite the
will of the latter, organise, lead and extend partial strikes, etc.
The general strike must not be an abstract watchword. It must be
the aim and the outcome of our general practical activity. That
being the case, the revolutionary proletariat must be ready, in
the event of a general strike, firmly to steer a course towards
transforming the strike into an armed rebellion, if conditions are
propitious for that.

21. From the same standpoint of the transformation of im-
perialist war in to civil war, the Communists take their stand
with regard to the slogan of refusal of military service (Boycott of
war) advocated by certain “radical” pacifists andi Left Social
Democrats. The Communists fight against this slogan for the
following reasons:

a) The idea that imperialist war can be rendered
impossible by a call for the refusal of military service, by
calling upon those liable for military service to refuse to answer
the call for mobilisation is as illusory as the idea of “replying
to war with a general strike”. Propaganda in favour of this
prescription merely serves to weaken the genuine revolutionary
struggle against war.

b) Even if a “mass boycott” were at least partially success-
ful, the result would be that the most determined and class-
conscious workers would remain outside the army. Svstematic
revolutionary work in the army, — one of the most vital tasks
in the struggle against war, — would then be impossible.

Lenin was absolutely right, therefore, when in 1922, on the
basis of experience of the world war, he wrote: “Boycott the
war, is a stupid phrase. The Communists must participate in
every reactionary war.” :

But Lenin’s instructions regarding the Communists’ attitude
towards the boycotit (the refusal of militarv service) as a means
of combating war. does not mean that the Communists must urge
the masses of workers to join the bourgeois armies. It means that
the Communists, while strongly combatinrg the harmful and
illusory boycott slogan, must agitate for revolutionary work and
organisation in the bourgeois army, for the arming of the pro-
letariat and for the transformation of imperialist war into
civil war.

Therefore, when the question of joining the bourgeois
army or refusal of military service (boycott) is raised., the
Communists must advise the workers and poor peasants to
reiect the refusal of the military service slogan. to avail them-
selves of the opportunitv to learn the use of arms, to carry on
revolutionary work in the army and, at the proper moment, to
turn their weanons against the bourgeoisie.

In the event of a big mass movement arising at the moment
of the outbreak of war in favour of refusing military service,
the Communists must join that movement to give it a revo-
lutionary character: they must put forward concrete demands
and slogans of action in the -direction of revolutionary mass
action against imperialist war and utilise the movement as
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much as possible for the purpose ol revolutionising the masses.
But even in such an event, the Communists must combat the
boycott ideology and the pacifist boycott slogan. They must
speak out quite frankly about the Inadequacy of refusal of
military service as a means of combating war, and make it
clear to the masses that the only correct way of combating the
imperialist war is to transform it into civil war. Strenuous
propaganda must be conducted urging the necessity for carrying
on revolutionary work in the bourgeois armies.

If the general situation is favourable for it, Communists
must utilise such mass movements for the formation of guerilla
Yorces, and for the immediate development of civil war. This
applies especially to countries where strong national-revolu-
tionary movements exist. In such countries the Communists, on
the declaration of war, — especially war against the Soviet
‘Union — or in the course of the war, if the situation is favour-
able, must issue the slogan of national-revolutionary rebellion
against the imperialistst and for the immediate formation of
national-revolutionary guerilla forces.

29. In countries wher the system of compulsory military
service_does not exist, the government, at the beginning of the
war, will launch a wide recruiting campaign for volunteers, and
if it deems it necessary, will introduce compulsory military
service. In such countries also, the Communist Parties must set
themselves the aim of transforming the imperialist war into
civil war, But in pursuing this aim the Communists must also
fight against the bourgeois recruiting campaign for volunteers
and against the introduction of compulsory military service.
Under no circumstances, however, must they foster the illusion
that the war can be prevented or stopped by refusing to join
the army or by opposing the introduction of compulsory military
service and that, therefore, revolutionary work in the army is
superiluous. It must be made clear to the masses that the struggle
against conscription is only of secondary importance compared
with the fight against the imperialist war itself. Revolutionary
work in the army must be organised and openly advocated.

23. An extremely important point in the matter of trans-
forming imperialist war into civil war is revolutionary work
at the front. In this, the Communists must not confine themselves
merely to propaganda, but must issue definite slogans of action
corresponding to the concrete situation.

a) In connection with the economic demands and comi-
plaints of the soldiers, collective refusal, or sabotage of service,
and certain forms of soldiers and sailors’ strikes should be
applied.

b) The most important slogan of action at the front is the
slogarr of fraternisation. The purpose of fraternisation is to
unite the worker and peasant soldiers in the opposite lines of
trenches against their officers. Experience in the last world war
has shown that mass fraternisation inevitably leads to class
differentiation in the armies and to armed conflicts between
soldiers and officers. The Communists in the army must organise
fraternisation and give it a clear political colour, particularly
in regard to the question of peace and the organisation of the
revolutionary forces in the army.

3. The Proletarian Civil War Against the Bourgeoisie.

24. The imperialist war of 1914—1928 was, in a number of
countries in Eastern and Central Europe, transformed into
civil war, which, in Russia, ended in the victory of the prole-
tariat. The lessons of the Cctober Revolution are of paramount
importance in determining the attitude of the proletariat to-
wards war, They show: 1) that in their imperialist wars the
bourgeoisie must place weapons in the hands of the workers,
but that in critical military situations, defeats, etc., they lost
command over the mass armies; 2) that a real and sustained
struggle against this war implies that work must be carried
on to revolutionise the masses of the soldiers, i. e. work in
preparation for civil war, and 3) that the ground for civil war
must be thoroughly prepared by the proletariat and the Party.

The civil wars in Germany in 1920 and 1923, in Bulgaria
in 1923, in Esthonia in 1924, and in Vienna in July 1927, prove
that proletarian civil war may not only break out in times of
bourgeois imperialist wars, but also in the present “normal
conditions” of capitalism; for present-day capitalism intensifies
the class struggle to an acute degree and at any moment may
create an immediate revolutionary situation. The proletarian
uprisings in Shanghai in March 1927 and in Canton in De-
cember 1927 contained important lessons for the proletariat,

especially in the nationally oppressed colonial and semi-colonial
countries. Events in Shanghai particularly, show how proletarian
uprisings can be utilised as a weapon in a national war against
imperialism and its lackeys. ’

All this makes it incumbent upon the Communists, primarily
in connection with struggle against imperialist and counter-
revolutionary wars, to put the question of proletarian civil war
openly to the masses and to study the lessons of the above-
mentioned uprisings.

25. These lessons are:

a) In regard to the necessary conditions precedent for
rebellion. A revolutionary situation must prevail, i. e. the
ruling class must be in a state of crisis, for example, as the
result of military defeat. The misery and oppression of the masses
must be intensified to an extraordinary degree, and the masses
must be active and ready to overthrow the government by
revolutionary mass action. A tried and tested Communist Party,
having influence over the decisive masses of the proletariat, must
exist.

b) In regard to the preparations for rebellion. The rebellion
cannot be based solely on the Party; it must be based upon
the broad masses of the working class. Of decisive importance
is the preparatory work in the proletarian mass organisations,
particularly in the trade unions; to secure their active parti-
cipation in the work of preparing for the rebellion, and the
creation of special organisations for rebellion, which shall unite
the masses. The question of rebellion must be put openly to
the masses.

The rebellion must be based on the rising revolutionary
temper of the entire working population, particularly of the
semi-proletarians and poor peasantry.

Persistent and intensified work must be conducted for the
purpose of disintegrating the bourgeois armies, which work.
at the moment of the uprising, will assume the character of
a struggle for the army.

Activities for organising rebellion and military preparation
must both occupy a prominent place in the work among the
proletarian masses and among the toilers in the colonies and
semi-colonies. :

The time for launching the rebellion will be determined
by the state of maturity of the objective and subjective pre-
requisites for it. The time can be fixed definitely only if the
closest contact exists between the Party and the masses of the
revolutionary proletariat.

¢) In regard to carrying out the rebellion. The rule must
be: no playing with rebellion. The rebellion once launched must
be vigorously prosecuted until the enemy is utterly crushed.
Hesitation and lack of determination will cause the utter defeat
of the revolutionary armed uprising. The main forces must
be thrown against the main forces of the enemy. Efforts must
be made to secure the superiority of the proletarian forces at
the decisive moment at the decisive place, and without delay
the rebellion must be carried over the widest possible territory.
There is an art in rebellion; but rebellion is not purely a
military problem, it is primarily a political problem. Only a
trevolutionary Party can lead a rebellion. On the outbreak of
the rebellion the Party must subordinate the whole of its activity
to the requirements of the armed struggle.

B. THE PROLETARIAT DEFENDS THE SOVIET UNION
AGAINST THE IMPERIALISTS.

26. Imperialist war against the Soviet Union is open, bour-
geois, counter-revolutionary, class war against the proletariat.
Its principal aim is to overthrow the proletarian dictatorship
and to introduce a reign of white-guard terror against the
working class and the toilers of all countries. The basis for the
tactics of the proletariat in capitalist countries in the struggle
against such a war is furnished by the Bolshevik programme
of struggle against the imperialist war, i. e. transform the war
into civil war. The methods and tasks of this struggle, prior
to the outbreak of the war and during the war must, however,
be adapted to the concrete conditions under which it was
prepared for, and to its openly class character. The fact that,
in this case, the “enemy” is not an imperialist power, but the
proletarian dictatorship, introduces certain important modifi-
cations in anti-war tactics.



1590

International Press Correspondence

No. 84

27. The propaganda tasks in connection with imperialist
war and the preparations for war against the Soviet Union,
stated concretely, are as follows:

a) Pacilism is being transformed from a mere screen to
conceal war preparations into one of the most important instru-
ments for these preparations. Hence, it is necessary to intensify
the campaign against pacifism and against its specific slogans;
against the Soviet Union in the name of “civilisation”, and
“peace”; against “realistic pacifism”, which regards the Soviet
Union and proletarian and colonial revolutions as a menace to
peace; against “radical” pacifism, which, under the mask of
opposition to “all war”, strives to discourage defence of the
Soviet Union. '

b) Social Democracy is passing to active counter-revolu-
tionary preparation for ‘war against the Soviet Uniomn. Hence,
it 'is necessary to intensify the campaign against the Social
Democratic leaders of the Right as well as of the Left, and also
against their Trotskyist and anarcho-syndicalist hangers-on.
Above all, the slogans with which these will try to justify war
against the Soviet Union such as: “Fight for democracy against
dictatorship”;  “degeneration”; “Kulakisation”; “the Soviet
system is approaching the Thermidor stage”; the legends they
spread about “Red imperialism”; the slogan of “Neutrality”
in the event of war, etc, must be exposed and discredited in
the eyes of the masses,

28. The international working class, and the toilers gene-
rally, look to the Soviet Union as their champion, and their
attitude towards the Soviet Union is one of growing sympathy.
Bearing this in mind, and also that the broad masses of the
workers will understand much better than in 1917 that the
next imperialist war against the Soviet Union will be open class
war; that the masses of the toilers are now wiser from the
experience they had of the first imperialist war and that the
vanguard of the proletariat now has a strong revolutionary
organisation in the shape of the Communist International, it
may be safely asserted that the -opportunities for fighting against
war are far greater now than they were in previous times, and
consequently that there is every reason for adopting bolder
tactics. :

a) The possibilities of preventing war against the Soviet
Union by m%ensﬁyigg class_struggles fo_fhe poinf of Tevolr
tionary, mass _action against the bourgeois governments are

uch greater at the presen ssibilities Yor such
action were in 1914. An example of revolutionary action was
given by the British workers in 1920, when, by forming Coun-
cils of Action, they forced their government fo abandon their
intention of declaring war against the Soviet Union.

b) The conditions favourable for. fransforming a war against
the Soviet Union into civil war against the bourgeoisie will
be much more speedily created for the proletariat than in an
ordinary imperialist war.

¢) Therefore, although the Communists in capitalist coun-
tries must reject the phrasz “Reply to war by general strike”,
and have no illusions whatever about the efficacy of such
phrases, nevertheless, in the event of war against the Sowviet
Union becoming imminent, they must take into consideratioti”
the increased opportunities for employing the weapon of mass

strikes and fhe general strike, prior to {he outbreak of wWar
L2 g

and durmg the MoDHISTiom:

d) In the event of an affack upon the Soviet Union the Com-
munists in oppressed nations, as well as those in imperialist
countries, must exert all their afforts to rouse rebellion or wars
of national liberation among the national minorities in Europe
and in the colonial and semi-colonial countries against the im-
perialist enemies of the Soviet State.

29. In view of the fact that the “ememy” in such a war
is the Soviet Union, i. e. the fatherland of the international
proletariat, the following changes must be made in tactics as
compared with the tactics employed in “purely” imperialist war:

a) The proletariat in the imperialist countries must not
only fight for the defeat of their own governments in this war,
but must actively strive o secure victory for the Soviet State.

b) Therefore, the tactics and the choice of means of figh-
ting will not only be dictated by the interests of the class
struggle at home in each couniry, but also by considerations
for the outcome of the war at the front, which is a bourgeois
class war against the proletarian State.

¢) The Red Army is not an “enemy” army bui the army
of the international proletariat. In the event of a war against

the Soviet Union, the workers in capitalist countries must not
allow themselves to be scared from supporting the Red Army
and from expressing this support by fighting against their own
bourgeoisie, by the charges of treason that the bourgeoisie
may hurl against them,

30. Although the prolefariat in imperialist countries is not
bound by the duty of “national defence”, in the land of the
proletarian dictatorship however, national defence is an un-
failing revolutionary duty. Here, the defenders are the armed
proletariat supported by the poor peasantry. The victory of the
October revolution gave a socialist fatherland ‘o the workers
of the world, viz. the Soviet Union. Defence of the Soviet Union
is a matter of class interest for the infernational proletariat as
well as a debt of honour. In 1919—1921, the Soviet Government
was able to defeat the interventionist forces of fourteen States,
among which were the most powerful imperialist States, be-
cause the international proletariat intervened on behalf of the
proletarian dictatorship in the U. S. S. R. by revolutionary
mass action. A renewed imperialist attack on the Soviet Union
will prove that, in spite of all the preparations made for this
attack and in spite of the counter-revolutionary efforts. of the
Social Democratis, this international proletarian solidarity still
exists.

The proletariat’s allies in the defence of the U. S. S. R. are:
1. the rural poor and the mass of the middle peasants and 2, the
national revolution and to protect the wor kof building up so-
semi-colonies.

31. The international policy of the U. S. S. R. is a peace
policy, which conforms to the  inferests of the ruling class in
Soviet Russia, viz. the proletariat, and to the interests of the
international proletariat. This policy rallies all the allies of
the proletarian dictatorship around its bainer and provides the
best basis for taking advantage of the antagonisms amwong the
imperialist States. The aim of this policy is to guard the infer-
national revolution and to protect the work of building up so-
cialism — the progress of which is revolutionising the world.
It strives to put off the conflict with imperialism for as long as
possible. In regard to the capitalist States, to their mutual
relationships and to their relationships with their colonies, this
policy implies: opposition to imperialist war, to predatory
colonial campaigns, and to pacifism, which camouflages these
campaigns.

The peace policy of the proletarian State certainly does not
imply that the Soviet State has become reconciled with capita-
lism, as the Social Democratic and their Trotskyist allies declare
in order to discredit the Soviet State in the eyes of the inter-
national proletariat. This policy is the Leninist policy of the
proletarian dictatorship. It is merely another — and under Dre-
sent conditions — a more advantageous form of fighting capi-
talism; a form which the U. S. S. R. has consistently emplo—yEH
since the October revolution.

32. The proletariat in the Soviet Union harbours no illu-
sions as to the possibility of a durable peace with the imperia-
lists. The proletariat' knows that the imperialist attack against
the Soviet Union is inevitable; that in the process of a prole-
tarian world revolution wars between proletarian and bour-
geois States, wars for the emancipation of the world from ca-
pitalism, will necessarily and inevitably arise. Therefore, th.e
primary duty of the proletariat, as the fighter for socialism, is
to make all the necessary political, economic and military pre-
parations for these wars, to strengihen its Red Army — that
mighty weapon of the proletariat — and fo train the masses
of the toilers in the art of war. There is a glaring contradic-
tion between the imperialists’ policy of piling up armaments
and their hypocritical talk about peace There is no such con-
tradiction, however, between the Soviet government’s prepa-
rations for defence and for revolutionary war and a consistent
peace policy. Revolutionary war of the proletarian dictatorship
is but a continuation of revolutionary peace policy “by other
means”.

C. THE PROLETARIAT SUPPORTS AND CONDUCTS RE-
VOLUTKONARY WARS OF OPPRESSED PEOPLES
AGAINST IMPERIALISM,

33. In the course of the last two years national revolutionary
wars of the oppressed colonies and semi-colonies, which Lenin
predicted in 1916, have changed from a theoretical postulate
into a world historical fact. Exemples of such wars are: the
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war in Morocco against French and Spanish imperialism; the
rebellion in Syria; the wars in Mexico and Nicaragua against
United States imperialism; the revolutionary Canton war
against Hong Kong in 1925 finally, the Chinese Northern Ex-
pedition in 1926—27. National revolutionary wars will play
an important role in the present epoch of world revolution.
The proletariat must therefore devote the closest study tg the
experiences and lessons of these wars, especially of the Chinese
Northern Expedition of 1926—27.

In that campaign the Chinese proletariat rightly supported
the South against the Northern militarists and the imperialists
who backed them — notwithstanding the fact that the Southern
forces were commanded by the bourgeoisie. The Chinese pro-
letariat not only desired and worked for the defeat of the
counter-revolutionary government of North China, but also
fought against the wavering and hesitation of the bourgeoisie
in the South, against the latter’s compromising policy and sub-
sequent treachery and fought for a revolutionary leadership
of the campaign and for the hegemony of the proletariat in
the war. This general line, which was proposed to the Chinese
Communists by the Comintern, corresponded to the position
taken up by Marx and Engels towards the national wars in the
last century and to the teachings of Lenin.

34. Nevertheless, the Chinese Communist Party committed
a number of grave mistakes, from which the Communists of
all oppressed nations have important lessons to learn. In this
war, the duty of the Communist Party of China was to take
full advantage of the revolutionary situation prevailing at the
time to establish its own proletarian class army, and to extend
the military organisation and training of the workers and pea-
sants in order to pave the way for the proletariat’s struggle
for the leadership of the revolution. Although the objective con-
ditions at the time of the Northern Expedition were favourable
for the Communist Party, the latter refrained from utilising the
military and political apparatus of the Kuomintang for the
purpose of conducting its work in the army, and made no
attempt to create its own armed forces, The Communist Party
devoted itself entirely to manoeuvring with the higher Kuo-
mintang command and failed to concentrate on the work of
propaganda and organisation among the masses of the soldiers,
or on mass recruiting of workers and peasants for the army
for the purpose of changing its character. It failed to recognise
the revolutionary signilicance of arming the workers and
peasants and did not devote sufficient attemtion to the work of
preparing for and leading peasant guerilla warfare.

35. While supporting a national-revolutionary war, the pro-
letariat determines its tactics on the basis of a concrete analysis
of each given national war, the role of the various classes in
it, etc. Thus, Marx’ tactics in -1848, when he issued the slogan
of a war against Tsarism, differed from his tactics in 1870,
in the Prussian war against Napoleon III. During the Northern
campaign, the Chinese Communists rightly entered into a
temporary alliance with the national bourgeoisie, as long as
they fought against imperialism and as long as the Commu-
nists were able to carry on their work of exposure in the
rational-revolutionary camp. The tactics of the German Com-
munists in 1923, when they were conironted by the problem
of national defence against the invasion of French imperialism,
were necessarily different. The German Communists had to
combine national defence with a struggle for the overthrow
of the German bourgeoisie, which was incapable of playing
a revolutionary role. This is the attitude the Chinese Commu-
nists must now take up towards the national struggle against
Japanese intervention. They must combine revolutionary natjonal
defence with the struggle to overthrow Chang Kai-shek and the
Kuomintang bourgeoisie, and to establish the revolutionary
dictatorship of the workers and peasants.

It must be stated, however, that the national wars in which
the proletariat in the fight against imperialism may enter into
temporary alliance with the bourgeoisie, are becoming more
and more rare, because, out of fear of the workers’ and pea-
sants’ revolution, the bourgeoisie in the oppressed countries is
becoming reactionary and is accepting the bribes of the im-
perialists. A new type of national war, in which the prole-
tariat alone can play the leading role, is coming more and more
to the front. This applies also to the national wars of the
Latin American countries against United States’ imperialism.
The tendency for nationmal wars and rebellions to become
transformed into proletarian wars and rebellions, or wars and

rebellions led by the proletariat, — a tendency which Lenin
predicted already in 1916 — has notably increased.

36. In view of the numerous oppressed nationalities and
national minorities existing in a number of the States in
Europe, set up by the Versailles Treaty, the question of
national revolutionary war will conme up prominently also
in Europe, particularly in relation to the task of transforming
imperialist war into civil war. Poland and Roumania cruelly
oppress with a bloody hand the White Russian, Ukrainian and
Bessarabian populations in their territories, who look longingly
towards their Soviet fatherland. In Czechoslovakia and in the
Balkan countries, in Italy, in France, Spain, Belgium, and
Great Britain (Ireland) there are also oppressed nationalities.
The Communist Parties must support the liberation movement
of the oppressed nations and national minorities in all these
countries, lead them in the revolutionary struggle against im-
perialism and unreservedly champion their right to self-deter-
mination, which must include the right to complete separation.
In the event of an imperialist war, or an anti-Soviet war being
declared, the Communists, in the course of carrying out this
policy, must prepare themselves, and the nationally oppressed
masses, for national revolutionary rebellions, or wars, against
the imperialist bourgeoisie.

37. The teachings of Marx and Lenin and the experience
of national wars in recent years, indicate the following tasks
and tactics for the proletariat in wars of national liberation.

a) The support the proletariat renders. in these wars and
the temporary alliance which — in certain cases — it enters
into with the bourgeoisie, must under no circumstances imply
the abandonment of the class war. Even when the bourgeoisie,
for a time, fights side by side with the proletariat against the
imperialists, it still remains the enemy and strives to utilise
the proletariat for its own aims.

b) Therefore, the proletariat must not simply accept the
policies and slogans of the bourgeoisie, but must act indepen-
dently, advance its own political programme and slogans and
set up its own revolutionary organisations (Party, trade unions,
workers’ militia, proletarian military movements). The Com-
munists must prepare the masses for the inevitable treachery of
the bourgeoisie, take the strongest measures to retain the pro-
letarian positions, do everything possible to hinder the bour-
geoisie in its efforts to achieve its own class aims and to
prepare for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie.

¢) In national wars in which the bourgeoisie, or the
bourgeois government, plays a counter-revolutionary role (as
is the case in the struggle which the Chinese workers and
peasants are now carrying on fo prevent the imperialists’ dis-
memberment of China), the Communists must work for {he

overthrow of the bourgeois government under the slogan of
national defence.

38. The question of national wars in countries where class
differentiations are undeveloped, i. e. in Morocco, the Druses,
Syria, and Arabia, must be similarly formulated. Among such
people, the patriarchal and feudal chiefs and rulers play a role
similar fo that played by the bourgeoisie in the more advanced
colonial countries.” Temporary co-operation with these chiefs
and rulers is permissible in revolutionary struggles against
imperialism, but there is always the danger that they will
be bought over by the imperialists, or that they will sub-
ordinate the struggle for liberation to their own caste interests,
The national wars of these peoples must therefore be linked
up with the struggle against feudalism, or against the feudal
rulers, and for the overthrow of feudalism.

39. The tasks of the international proletariat in connection
with wars of liberation of oppressed peoples, and with im-
perialist expeditions for the suppression of the national revo-
lutionary movements and revolutions — with a few concrete
exceptions — are the same as in imperialist wars against the
Soviet Union, viz. a) to fight against wars of oppression by
intensifying the class antagonisms with a view fo trans-
forming this war into civil war against the imperialist bour-
geoisie. b) Consistent application of defeatist tactics towards the
imperialist country and its armies; to fight for the victory of
the oppressed nation and to support its armies. c) To resist,
primarily by means of revolutionary mass action, the des-
patch of warships and munition iransports to the colonies by
the imperialists; to oppose the extension of the period of mili-
tary service for soldiers fighting in wars against the colonies,
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etc.; to oppose increases in war budgets and the granting of
loans by the imperialists to the counter-revolutionary govern-
ments and militarists in the colonies; to fight against impe-
rialist war preparations in concession territories and on rail-
ways and inland waterways in the eolonies. d) To take measures
to counter-act the butcheries perpetrated by the imperialists in
the colonies and the support which they render to the native
counter-revolutionary - governments in suppressing the masses
of the toilers.

40. The tactics to be adopted in the present struggle against
intervention in China differ from the tactics adopted in the
struggle against intervention at the time when a section of the
Chinese bourgeoisie, and of the Kuomintang, still played a re-
volutionary role. The internecine wars of the various native
military rulers, in the main, are an expression of the conilicts
that prevail among the various imperialist powers over the

partition of China. All the warring classes, which represent
various factions of the bourgeoisie and the landlords, are
counter-revolutionary. In view of the present situation in China,
the international proletariat must combine its active struggles
in defence of the Chinese workers and peasants with exposing
the counter-revolutionary role all bourgeois governments and
militarists play in China as the tools of imperialism. Support
in the struggle against imperialism must be .given only to the
Chinese workers’ and peasants’ revolution. The slogan of going
over to the side of the oppressed nation cannot be applied, at
the present time, to the Chinese bourgeois armies. Despite this
change in tactics, the struggle against intervention must under
no circumstances be allowed to subside. The majority of the
Communist Parties came to the conclusion that the change in
tactics meant a weakening of the struggle against intervention,
and in this they committed a grave error.

IIK. The Proletariat’s Attitude Towards the Army.

41. One of the. most serious mistakes the Communist
Parties have committed hitherto, is that they regarded the war
question from the abstract, purely propagandist and agitational
point of view, and that they did not devote sufficient attention
to the army, which is the decisive factor in all wars. Unless
the significance of the revolutionary policy in the war question
is explained to the broad masses, and unless work is carried
on in the army, the struggle against imperialist war and
attempts to prepare for revolutionary wars will never reach
beyond the stage of theory.

For the most part, this mistake is due to the bad legacy
inherited from the II. International, which, while never ceasing
to declaim against imperialist wars,
work in the armies. Indeed, it described Karl Liebknecht as
an “anarchist” because he demanded that such work be carried
on.  Instead of: carrying out a revolutionary war policy, and
instead of working in the armies, the II. International advo-
cated the “abolition of standing armies” and their substitution
by a “national militia”. The slogan: “national militia”, which
was suitable for the period in which national States were
struggling into existence in Europe, had some revolutionary
significance in connection with the demand for the abolition of
standing 'armies, so long as Tsarism and Absolutism re-
presented a menace to revolution (up to the end of the 19th
century).” But with the growth of imperialism, this slogan
became inadequate and finally became a chauvinistic slogan
(Hyndman in 1912). The resuscitated II. International abandoned
the demand for a “national militia” only in order to sub-
.ordinate itself entirely to the political interests of the bour-
geoisie in the various States, In France, under the guise of
supporting the old slogan of a “national militia”, the IL Inter-
national is advocating an imperialist “national army”; in
Germany and in Great Britain, on the pretext of advocating
disarmament, it is supporting mercenary volunteer armies. The
principle proclaimed by the IL International of “freedom for
each nation to select the form of military organisation it desires”
is tantamount to freedom to repeat the events of August 4th.
Meanwhile, the Social Democratic flunkeys of the bourgeoisie
are conducting a.campaign of slander against the Red Army
and the dictatorship of the proletariat in the U. 8. S. R. and
are spreading legends about “Red militarism”.

42, As ‘against’ this counter-revolutionary military policy,
which serves the interests of the bourgeoisie, the Communists
advance a revolutionary military policy, which serves the inte-
rests of international proletarian revolution. Of course, no hard
and fast rules can be laid down as to the position to be adopted
in regard to all armies in general. The proletariat must deter-
mine its attitude towards the army in accordance with the class
and the policy the particular army serves. It is not the military
system, or the form of organisation of the army in any given
State that matters so much as, the political roie that army plays,
i. e, imperialistic, nationalist or proletarian. The Communist
Parties must follow the precepts of Marx and Engels who, in
the epoch of great national wars, opposed the petty bourgeois
democratic utopia of militia and advocated universal military
service, the democratisation of existing armies and their con-

never carried on any

version into revolutionary armies. After the Paris Commune,
Marx and Engels advocated the destruction of the bourgeois
State that matters so much as, the political role that army plays,
of standing bourgeois armies and their substitution by the armed
nation, — these they regarded as the most important lessons
to be learned from the Paris Commune from the standpoint
of the proletarian revolution. The II. International distorted
these precepts, but Lenin restored and developed them and
drafted a military programme of the proletarian revolution.

A. THE PROLETARIAT'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS ARMIES
IN IMPERIALIST STATES.

43. In imperialist States the -attitude of the proletariat
towards armies is determined by the following:

No matter what their form of organisation may be, armies
are a constituent part of the bourgeois State apparatus, which
the proletariat, in the course of its revolution, must not demo-
cratise, but break up.

In the light of this task, the organisational difference between
standing armies and militia, between conscript armies and
volunteer armies, etc., disappears. The slogan: “Not a man,
not a penny for the army”, i. e. relentless struggle against
bourgeois militarism, against its armies of whatever form,
voting against war budgets, etc., holds good.

This attitude must be maintained equally towards standing
armies and democratic militia, for both these forms of military
organisation represent the armed forces of the bourgeoisie held
against. the proletariat. Democratic partial demands, which the
proletariat must under no circumstances abandon, assume an
altogether different character from those advanced during demio-
cratic revolutions: their purpose must be not to democratise
armies but to disintegrate them.

The adoption of a uniform attitude towards the army in
principle, does not mean that the important differences in the
systems of defence and military organisation in the respective
States must be ignored, for these differences are extremely im-
portant from the point of view of practical work.

44, Although imperialist armies are a part of the bourgeois
State apparatus, nevertheless, owing to mutual rivalries and
wars among the capitalist States, modern armies are tending
more and more, directly or indirectly, to embrace the whole
nation and to militarise it (“the armed nation”, the militarisation
of women, military training of the youth, etc)). This tendency
subsided temporarily at the end of the world war; but at the
present time, on the eve of a new war, it is manifesting itself
again very strongly (United States, France, Poland). The
immediate results of this tendency are, however, that the class
antagonisms between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat —
between the exploiters and the exploited — are being reflected in
the armies, between the officer-class and the ‘common people”.
In the words of Engels, mass militarisation results in the
disintegration .of all armies from within. Hence, Communists
must not “boycott” bourgeois armies, but must join them and
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take revolutionary control of this objective process of internal
disintegration,

The bourgeoisie is exerting every effort to create a reliable
army by drilling, stern discipline, by isolating the soldiers from
the “ordinary population, by prohibiting the soldiers from
taking part in politics, and, in certain cases, even by giving
them a privileged social position.

In recent years, particularly in those countries where for-
merly conscription prevailed, and even where it is still in vogue,
the bourgeoisie have been adopting the system of recruiting
mercenary armies from certain selected elements (Germany,
France). But this does not relieve the bourgeoisie of the neces-
sity to militarise the masses. It can succeed in this only by
combining the mercenary troops with the “national armies” or
else by establishing a militia type of military organisation. It
cannof stop the process of disintegration in the bourgeois
armies; it can only retard this process and place severe
obstacles in the way of revolutionary work in the army. For
these reasons, the Communists are confronted with the impor-
tant task of studying carefully the conditions created as a result
of the measures adopted by the bourgeoisie and to counteract
these measures by new methods of revolutionary work.

45, The proletariat’s attitude towards imperialist armies
is closely linked up with its attitude towards imperialist war.
For that reason, defeatism, and the slogan of transforming
the imperialist war into civil war indicate the manner in which
the partial problems of the system of defence and military
crganisation should be approached.

Bourgeois militia, universal military service, the military
training of the youth, etc., were all at one time advocated by
revolutionary democracy. At the present time, however, they
.serve as ordinary reactionary instruments for oppressing the
masses and- for preparing for imperialist wars. Consequently,
they must be combated as strenuously as possible. This applies
also to those countries where the bourgeoisie has abolished
conscription and adopted the voluntary system (for example in
Germany). Although universal military service would facilitate
revolutionary work and would provide the workers with oppor-
tunities for learning the use of arms, the Communists in
imperialist countries must not demand the introduction of the
system; they must oppose conscript armies in the same way as
they oppose volunteer armies. The slogan: transform imperialist
war into civil war indicates how the Communists must fight
against measures for mass militarisation (introduction of con-
scription), By militarising the workers and training them in the
use of arms, imperialism creates the pre-requisites for the vic-
tory of the proletariat in the civil war. Hence, the revolutionary
proletariat must not combat mass militarisation with the argu-
ments -advanced by the pacifists. In conducting the struggle for
revolution and for Socialism, we do not refuse to bear arms.
The aim of our struggle is to expose the militarisation the
imperialists introduce for the benefit of the bourgeoisie.

As against this sort of militarisation we advance the slogan:
Arm the proletariat. Simultaneously, the Communists must
advance and give support to the partial demands of the soldiers
which, in a concrete situation, stimulate the class struggle in
the armies and strengthen the alliance between the proletarian
and peasant soldiers and the workers outside the ranks of the
army.

46. The partial demands are approximately as follows:

1. Demands in Connection with the System of Defence:

Dissolution of mercenary forces; dissolution of standing and
principal military units;

Disarming and dissolution of the gendarmerie, police and
other special armed forces for civil war;

Disarming and dissolution .of Fascist Leagues;

Concrete demands for the reduction of period of military
service; _

Introduction of the territorial system of military service;

Abolition of compulsory residence in barracks; soldiers’
comumittees;

The right of labour organisations to train their members
in the use of arms, with the right to the free selection of
instructors.

The fact that the reduction of the period of military service
in some countries is being planned and carried out by the
capitalist governments themselves, has given rise to doubts as

to whether we should put forward such a demand. But the
reduction of the period of military service, taken by itself, under
certain circumstances, means not the strengthening but the
weakening of the military system. Consequently, this demand
can be put forward as a general partial demand in relation to
conscript armies under the following circumstances:

1) That a distinct defeatist line is maintained; 2) complete
dissociation from analogous partial demands advanced by the
Social Democrats; 3) that the illusion that this is a step towards
the abolition of militarism is combated. It goes without saying
that partial demands must always be concrete, i. e., that they
must be put’ forward in such a form and at such a time that
the masses will understand them and suppert them, and that
they will help to revolutionise the masses. In those cases where
a reduction of the period of military service is being planned
by the capitalist governments, or is demanded by the Social
Democrats, a fight must be put up against the measures that
are usually adopted simultaneously with this for the purpose of
strengthening the bourgeois system (militarisation of the whole
population, the organisation of strong cadres of professional
soldiers, etc.). The pseudo-democratic programme of reducing
the period of military service must be countered by a defeatist
programme of partial demands.

In the case of volunteer, mercenary armies, the demand
should not be for the reduction of the period of military service,
but for the right to leave the service whenever the soldier
desires.

2. Demands in Connection with the Legal Rights and Economic
Position of the Soldiers.

Increased pay for soldiers;

Improved maintenance;

The establishment of stores committees composed of soldiers’
representatives;

Abolition of disciplinary punishments;

Abolition of compulsory saluting;

Severe penalties for officers and non-commissioned officers
inflicting corporal punishment on private soldiers;

The right to wear mufti when off duty;

the right to be absent from barracks every day;

Furlough, and extra pay while on furlough;

The right to marry;

Maintenance for soldiers’ families;

The right to subscribe to newspapers;

The right to organise in trade unions;

The right to vote; the right to attend political meetings.

The fact that in numerous imperialist countries a con-
siderable percentage ol the armies are recruited from among
oppressed national minorities, whereas the officers either entirely
or for the greater part belong to the oppressing nation, provides
very favourable ground for revolutionary work in the army.
Consequently, among the partial demands we advance in the
interests of the masses of the soldiers should be included
demands corresponding to the needs of these oppressed natio-
nalities (for example: military service in their home district;
the use of the native language in drilling and instruction, etc.).

47. The demands of both the above-mentioned categories
(only a few of which have been enumerated) must not only
be put forward in the army but also outside of it — in Par-
liament, at mass meetings, etc. Propaganda in support of these
demands will be successful only if they bear a concrete cha-
racter. In order that they may do so it is necessary:

1. To have a close acquaintance with the army, with the
conditions of service, with the needs and demands of the
soldiers, etc., which can only be acquired by maintaining close
personal contact with the army.

2. To give consideration to the system of defence in the
given States and to the situation in regard to the military
question at the given moment.

3. To take into consideration the morale of the army and
the political situation in the couniry at the given moment. For
example, the demand for the election of officers, as a rule,
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can be advanced only when the army has reached an advanced
stage of disintegration.

4. To link up closely partial demands with the principal
slogans of the Communist Party — arming the proletariat,
proletarian militia, etc.

These demands will have revolutionary significance only
if they are linked up with a distinct political programme for
revolutionising the bourgeois army.

. Special attention must be paid to organising the soldiers
for the protection of their interests, in alliance with the revo-
lutionary proletariat, prior to their being called up for service
(recruits’ leagues, mutual aid clubs), during the period of
military service (soldiers’ councils) and also after the con-
clusion of military service (revolutionary ex-servicemen’s
leagues). It must be the special task of the trade unions to
maintain contact with their members in the army and to
help them to form the above-mentioned organisations.

48. The conditions for revolutionary work in volunteer
armies differ from the conditions for such work in conscript
armies. In volunteer armies it is usually much more difficuit
to carry on agitation in support of partial demands like those
mentioned above. Nevertheless, the work must be undertaken.
The fact that in a majority of cases volunteer armies are
recruited from among the proletariat (the unemployed) and
from among the poor peasants, provides a social base for
mass work among the soldiers. The forms of this work must
be carefully adapted to the social composition and the special
features of the troops. Strenuous agitation must be carried on
among the masses against the special forces the bourgeoisie
organise for class struggle against the proletariat (gendarmes
and police) and especially against their volunteer forces (the
Fascists). The reformists who talk loudly about the “public”
utility” of these forces, about the “national police” and about
Fascist “equality” must be relentlessly combated with particular
energy, and every effort must be made to rouse a passionate
hatred among the people towards these forces and to expose
their real character. But every effort must be made to sti-
mulate social differentiation even among these forces and to
win over the proletarian elements in them. :

49. Revolutionary work in the army must be linked up
with the general revolutionary movement of the masses of
the proletariat and poor peasantry. If an immediate revolu-
tionary situation prevails, and if the industrial proletariat is
beginning to establish Soviets, the slogan: establish soldiers’
councils, assumes immediate practical importance and facilitates
the work of uniting the masses of the soldiers with the prole-
tariat and the poor peasantry in their struggle for power.

Wherever circumstances permit, the Communists must iry
to organise the masses of the soldiers in volunteer armies under
the slogan of soldiers’ councils, and mobilise them for the fight
against the officers and the bourgeoisie. Where the social
composition of certain units do not permit of this being done,
the Communists must demand the immediate disarming and dis-
solution of such military units.

B. THE MILITARY QUESTION DURING THE PROLE-
TARIAN REVOLUTION.

50. The main slogans upon which the democratic partial
demands are based are: disarm the bourgeoisie; arm the prole-
tariat.

The arming of the proletariat assumes various forms at
various stages of the revolution. In the period prior to the
seizure of power, and in the first period after the seizure of
power, it takes the form of a proletarian militia, — a militia
of the toilers, the Red Guard, and also Red Guerilla detach-
ments. The Red Army is the form of military organisation of
the Soviet Government, i. e, it is the army of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat.

The demand for a proletarian militia (a militia consisting
of toilers, a workers’ and peasants’ militia) in an imperialist
country is merely another way of formulating the demand for
arming the proletariat and can be put forward only in the
inevitable transitional stage in the military policy of the pro-

letarian revolution, in the.period prior to the organisation of
the Red Army. Where there is no immediate revolutionary
situation, this slogan can have only a propagandist signi-
ficance. Nevertheless, it may become an immediately practical
slogan in the fight against Fascism.

‘At all events, the demand for a proletarian militia, or for
a militia of the toilers, can only be put in the form of a direct
appeal to the proletariat and not as a demand upon the bour-
geois government. That being the case, this demand should be
made to governments, or to parliaments, only in exceptional
circumstances (for example, where there is a Social Democratic
government, or where there is a Social Democratic majority
in parliament, or among the masses). Under such circumstances,
the demand must be put forward only as a means for exposing
the Social Democratic Party.

The Red Guard is an organ of rebellion. It is the duty
of the Communists to agitate for the establishment of such
a Red Guard and to organise it when an immediate revolu-
tionary situation arises.

_ 51. Under no circumstances must it be forgotten that the
existence of a proletarian militia, or a Red Guard, in imperialist
countries, under a bourgeois State and in a state of “peace”,

is absolutely impossible. ~

The proletarian militia is the armed organisation of the
proletariat fighting for the establishment of the dictatorship of
the proletariat or, an organ of the proletarian dictatorship for
the purpose of suppressing -the exploiters. This distinguishes
our slogan of proletarian militia from the reformist plans for
establishing yellow “workers’ defence corps”, consisting of
specially selected, ignorant, or bribed proletarian elements. The
latter kind of “labour defence corps” was used for the pur-
pose of disrupting and restraining the proletariat in the struggle
in the Ruhr in May 1923, and after the Vienna uprising in
1927. It is the duty of the Communists strenuously to combat
these despicable manoeuvres of the Social Democrats.

52. A distinction must be made between the militant slogan

of workers’ militia, proletarian militia and Red Guard — to
be established prior to the capture of power, and which re-
present the rudiments of the Red Army, — and the forms of

militia which must arise after the dictatorship of the proletariat
has been established and consolidated, in the period when the
State and classes are dying out. In order to protect itself against
imperialism, the proletariat must have a strong, disciplined,
well-armed and efficient Red Army. Under present conditions, this
function can be fulfilled only by a standing army representing
the core of the armed mass of the toiling population. To
demand from the dictatorship of the.proletariat, when it is
surrounded by a capitalist environment, the immediate and
complete transition to the militia system, is petty bourgeois
and counter-revolutionary stupidity. The more or less complete
introduction of the militia principle in its pure form without
any weakening of military power will be possible only when
the productive forces have been completely developed, when
Socialism has been fully established and the masses have been
thoroughly trained in the spirit of Communism. Only when
the proletarian revolution has been victorious in a2 number of
big capitalist States will the proletarian government (as the
VIII. Plenum of the E. C. C. L. has declared) be in a position
to substitute the standing Red Army by a class militia.

At all events, the spirit, discipline and system of organi-
sation of the defence force of the dictatorship of the proletariat
must bear a distinctly class character. Elements belonging to the
exploiting class must not be permitted to serve in the ranks.

C. THE PROLETARIAT'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS ARMIES
IN COLONIAL AND SEMI-COLONIAL COUNTRIES.

53. With the opening of the period of national revolutions
and wars of oppressed nations against imperialism, the mili-
tary question assumed decisive importance in all colonial and
semi-colonial countries. This is true of countries which are,
or have been, in a state of war with imperialism (China, Mo-
rocco, Syria, Nicaragua) as well as of those countries in which
open war is not yet being conducted (India, Egypt, Mexico, the
Philippines, Korea). Clearly, the military question in relation
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to national wars against imperialism must be formulated diffe-
rently from that in relation to imperialist States.

54. It must not be forgotten that two altogether different
types of armies exist in these countries at the present time.
On the one hand we have national armies (which are not
always revolutionary armies) and on the other hand we have
imperialist armies (which are either expeditionary forces
despatched from the home country or armies consisting of
natives of other colonial countries or else armies recruited in
the given colonial country). In China we have both types of
armies and also an example of how national armies become
practicallly converted into imperialist armies. After Chang Kai-
shek’s coup, the Southern national army became transformed
into an army practically serving imperialist aims. Obviously,
the attitude of the proletariat and of the revolutionary toiling
masses towards these two types of armies must be different.
With regard to the national armies, ihe military programme
of Marx and Engels of 1848—1870 i. e., the democra-
tisation of these armies for the purpose of converting them
into revolutionary armies, must be applied with certain modi-
fications. In regard to the imperialist armies, we can apply
only the defeatist programme, i. e., disintegration from within.
In the event of special officer units or bourgeois class military
organisations existing, efforts must be made to isolate and
liquidate them, i. e., the programme which must be applied in
imperialist countries must be applied here. .

From the point of view of tactics there exists a third type
of army in colonial and semi-colonial countries in addition to
the two types already mentioned; i. e, the army commanded
by the imperialists, and in which a struggle is proceeding
between the national movement and the imperialists (India,
Egypt, Indo-China, Syria, Algiers, Tunis, etc.).

In such cases, the elements of both programmes must be
combined according to concrete circumstances, i. e., the de-
featist programme must be applied to the armies, or certain
units of these armies which are under the command of the
imperialists, and at the same time the slogans of the armed
nation (militia) and a national army must be advanced.

The slogan for a national army must be advanced when
the concrete situation is suitable for it and put forward in
such a way as to prevent it being misused by the imperialists
and their flunkeys (complete independence of the army from
the imperialists, organisation of the army on the widest de-
mocratic basis, election of officers, etc.).

The slogan: withdraw the imperialist armies from the
colonies; withdraw the imperialist cadres and officers irom
native armies, must be advanced in colonies as well as in the
home countries.

55. In order to determine the attitude to be taken towards
the military system in colonial and semi-colonial countries, con-
sideration must be given to the political role being played by
the given country at the given moment, in the decisive stages
of the international revolution; i. e., whether it is an ally or a
foe of the Soviet Union, of the Chinese Revolution, etc. On the
whole, the proletariat, and the revolutionary masses among the
oppressed nations, must demand the democratic system of arma-
ments in which all the toilers are able 1o learn the use of
arms; which will improve the defence of the country against
imperialism, secure the influence of the workers and peasants
in the army, and facilitate the struggle for the hegemony of
the proletariat in the democratic revolution.

Unlike the position in regard fo the imperialist States,
the slogans: universal military service, the military trai-
ning of the youth, a democratic militia, a mnational army,
etc, must be included in the revolutionary military

programme - in colonial and semi-colonial countries. In
the present historical epoch, however, the tactics of the
national revolutionary movement must be subordinated ‘o

the inferests of the world proletarian revolution. Revolutionaries
cannot advarnce such a programme in oppressed countries which
are themselves oppressors and act as the vassals of the im-
perialists in a war against proletarian, or national revolutions.
In such countries Communists must unfailingly combine their
propaganda in favour of revolutionary war for the defence of
other revolutionary countries, and their propaganda in favour
of a revolutionary military policy, with a defeatist position in
relation fo the given war or army. Such a position must be

taken up at the present time in those provinces in China which
are under the rule of Kuomintang generals.

56. In laying down the military programme for oppressed
countries, consideration must be given to the stage of economic
and political development of those countries.

1. In those countries in which the democratic revolution
has not yet been accomplished, the slogan of the armed nation
(national militia) must be adopted, particularly in those coun-
tries where the class rupture between the bourgeoisie and the
proletariat is not yet very strongly expressed (Syria, Morocco,
and Egypt). This slogan must be linked up with democratic
demands directed against feudalism and the feudal and bour-
geois officers. In countries in which class differentiation is
strongly expressed, but where the bourgeois revolution has not
yet been accomplished, for example in Latin American countries,
this slogan must bear the class character of a workers’ and
peasants’ militia.

2. In countries passing through the stage of democratic
revolution, the slogan for militia will prove inadequate and must
therefore be expanded into the slogan: organise a revolutionary
army. This, of course, does not prevent the militia slogan from
being advanced at the same time, particularly in preparing for
rebellion. It must be noted, that arming the proletariat does not
contradict the demand for the armed nation; in fact, the armed
proletariat is a fundamental part of the armed nation. While
participating in the general organisations of the armed nation,
it is absolutely essential to set up special, proletarian, armed
units, commanded by officers elected by these units.

3. In countries passing from the stage of democratic re-
volution {fo proletarian revolution, the military programme of
the Communists in imperialist countries may be adopted, with
certain concrete modification.

The slogan proletarian militia (a militia of the toilers, a
workers’ and peasants’ militia) takes the place of the demand
for a democratic militia, When, in the process of the revolution
in_the colonies, the question of the immediate seizure of power
arises, the question of organising a Red Army must be brought
up simultaneously with the organisation of Soviets. The old,
revolutionary, democratic forms of army organisation must be
substituted by class forms, dictated by the proletarian revolution.

57. In the fight against imperialism, for the carrying out
of a national-revolutionary military policy, it is absolutely
necessary to conduct systematic agitational and propagandist
work among the colonial armies. Communists and national re-
volutionaries must therefore carefully study the various types of
colonial armies and to devise efiective methods for working
among the various types. As the case of China shows, work
in badly-disciplined and badly-paid native mercenary troops,
frequently has many chances of success.

In such cases, the partial demands may be somewhat similar
to those enumerated above for imperialist States; but here too,
a careful study must be made of the concrete circumstances
(class composition of the army, morale of the troops, economic
conditions, etc.). Special attention must be paid to the formula-
tion of the demands of the native troops and to combating
illtreatment of the native troops by the white officers,

The character of the work that Communists must carry on
in national armies will differ from that in other types of armies,
but ‘it is extremely important that this work should be done
as the experience of the national war in China in 1926—27 has
shown. In this case, the task of the Communists is to organise
nuclei throughout the whole of the army; to make it a more
conscious instrument in the fight against imperialism; in the
interests of the national revolution to fight against the unreliable
elements among the officers, and where the command is not
yet in the hands of the Communists to subject the command
to the control of the soldiers by the application of wide re-
volutionary democracy. It must always be borne in mind that
the system of electing officers prevailed in the army of the
Convent during the French revolution, and that that army
achieved great victories, whereas the absolutely undemocratic
system of organisation of the Southern armies in China in
1026—27 greatly facilitated the treacherous turn taken by the
bourgeoisie and their generals.
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IV. The Proletariat’s Attitude Towards the Question of Disarmament
and the Fight against Pacifism.

58. Imperialism at the present time encounters serious ob-
stacles in its ideological and organisational preparations for
new imperialist counter-revolutionary wars,, viz., the instinctive
hostility to war aroused among the broad masses of the popu-
lation, particularly among the workers, the peasants and the
working women, since the last world war. For that reason,
imperialism is compelled to make its preparations for war under
the cloak of pacifism. At the same time, pacifism is acquiring
a new objective significance as the ideology and the instrument
in world imperialism’s struggle against the progressing world
revolution and its stronghold, the U.S.S.R. Herein lie the
objective significance and the fundamental aim of the disarma-
ment proposals and conferences initiated by the imperialist
States, and particularly of the “work” of the League of Nations
in this sphere: the discussions on “security”; the proposal to
establish arbitration courts; the pacts for the “outlawry of war”,
etc. The purpose of all these pacifist schemes, treaties, and con-
ferences are: a) to camouflage imperialist armaments; b) to
enable certain Great Powers to manoeuvre against each other
for the purpose of securing, by treaties, a reduction in their
rivals’ armaments, while at the same time to increase their own
military power; c) to enable the Great Powers to reach tem-
porary agreements guaranteeing their domination over the weak
and oppressed countries; d) to carry out ideological and politi-
cal mobilisation against the Soviet Union under the cloak of
pacifist slogans, or direct preparation for war.

For this reason, to fight against disarmament swindle and
pacifism is one of the fundamental tasks in the struggle against
imperialist war at the present time.

A. THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC DISARMAMENT
PROGRAMME AND LENINISM.

59. The principal instrument in the imperialist disarmament
farce is Social Democracy, which sows among the masses
illusions about the possibility of disarmament and abolishing
war without overthrowing imperialism. Among the Social De-
mocrats there are two tendencies on the question of disarma-
ment, both of which however, are tendencies of bourgeois
pacifism.

One of these tendencies, the herald of which Kautsky be
came already in 1911, “discovers” non- existent objective forces
of capitalism, which are alleged to be operating in the direction
of disarmament and the abolition of war. This tendency repre-
sents the policy of co-operating with the *“Left” bourgeoisie for
the purpose of limiting armaments, concluding international
agreements between the imperialists for preventing, or altogether
“cutlawing”, war, etc. Already in 1916 Lenin described this
tendency as “absolutely bourgeois pacifism”. In 1914—1918 these
views comprised the ideology of the “Centre”; but when the
world war came to an end and the imperialist governments
began to resort to pacifist manoeuvres it became the policy
of the leaders of the II. International. This policy is supported
by the Right Wing as well as by the majority of the “Left”
Social Democrats. It is presented as the policy of “realist”
pacifism, but it in no way differs from the policy of the im-
perialist bourgeoisie.

With this policy is associated the “organised capitalism”
theory, according to which, capitalism, in.the present imperialist
stage, itself develops the objective factors for abolishing war
from the realm of the “civilised world” efc. It is also associated
with the theory of “ultra-imperialism”, of imperialist “alliances”,
“pacts”, and ‘international cartels as a means for removing
imperialist antagonisms. As a matter of fact, imperialism
reveals no tendency whatever towards the abolition of war. On
the contrary, all the facts which the “realist” pacifists enumerate
for the purpose of lulling the masses, are symptoms of the
preparations of imperialist war on the largest possible scale,
of wars in which, not individual States, but whole groups of
allied States, will be involved against each other.

A United States of Europe or a United States of the World
is a utopian dream under the capitalist system. But even if such
could be established, they would inevitably be reactionary,

because they would represent an alliance for the suppression
of the proletarian revolution and of the national liberation
movements of colonial peoples. All the tendencies within this
main tendency (for example the Pan-European movement) are
out and out reactionary.

60. The adherents to the second tendency come out as
“radical”, or. “revolutionary” pacifists, and demand complete
disarmament, not only of the bourgeoisie but also of the prole-
tariat, i. e., they reject the slogan of arming the proletariat. At
the time of the imperialist war, this slogan was adopted by a
number of revolutionary internationalists, who found no other
way of expressing their honest desires to abolish militarism.
It was not a revolutionary slogan, however, for it failed to
take into account, or completely rejected, the necessity for
arming the proletariat and for civil war; objectively,” if was
an expression of the desperation of the petty bourgeoisie. Lenin’s
criticism of this slogan, expressed in 1916, holds good to this
day, and must be employed even more sharply today, not-
withstanding the fact that the number of those who support
this slogan is now extremely insignificant. The October Revo-
Jution has proved to every honest revolutionary the absolute
necessity for arming the proletariat. To substitute the slogan of
disarming the proletariat for .the slogan of arm the proletariaf,
can serve at the present time only as a counter-revolutionary
slogan. For that reason the Communists must take great pains
to explain the true position to those workers who sympathise
with the slogan of disarming, particularly in the smaller coun-
tries, and to fight as strenuously as possible against the “Left”
leaders who advocate it. This applies also to the theory that
international guarantees and “arbitration courts” can abolish
war. Such institutions are merely soap-bubbles, which burst at
the very first serious conilict, or else serve as instruments in
the hands of the more powerful imperialist robbers

There is only one point on which both Social Democratic
tendencies can agree on questions of disarmament and pacifism,
and that is, that the principal obsiacle to disarmament are the
countries where “there is no democracy”, i. e., the dictatorship
of the proletariat in the U.S.S.R.

B. THE SOVIET DISARMAMENT PROPOSALS.

61. Already in the theses of the VIII. Plenum of the E.C.C. L.
emphasis was laid on the point, that the international prole-
tariat must take up an altogether different position in principle
towards the Soviet Union’s point of view on the question of
disarmament from the position it must take up towards the
hypocritical proposals for disarmament advanced by the capi-
talist States. In view of the exceptional importance of this
question in the fight against pacifism, it must be very clearly
presented and explained to the masses.

The proposals for general and complete disarmament sub-
mitted by the Soviet Government to the Preparatory Commis-
sion on Disarmament called by the League of Nations in
November 1927, differ radically in aim, sincerity and objective
significance from the phrases and schemas submitted by the
imperialists and their Social Democratic flunkeys.

The aim of the Soviet proposals is not to spread paciiist
illusions, but to destroy them; not to support capitalism by
ignoring or toning down its shady sides, but to propagate the
fundamental Marxian postulate, that disarmament and the
abolition of war are possible only with the fall of capitalism.

The Soviet Government called upon the imperialists who
talk cynically about disarming, actually to disarm; it tore down
the pacifist masks from their faces. It goes without saying, that
not a single Communist thought for a moment that the im-
perialists would accept the Soviet disarmament proposals.
Nevertheless, the Soviet Government’s proposals were not hypo-
critical, they were made in all sincerity, because they in no
way contradict the domestic and foreign policy of the workers’
government, whereas, imperialist “disarmament” phrase-
mongering contradicts the policy of bourgeois States, — the
policy of plunder and oppression. The Soviet Government
represents the dictatorship of the proletariat in the interests



No. 84

International Press Correspondence

1597

of the majority of the population, who had been exploited for
centuries. The Soviet Government does not conduct a policy
of plunder and oppression; its policy is a peace policy, in the
interests of the international proletariat.

The Soviet Union’s proposals differ from the bourgeois
and Social Democratic proposals also in their objective signifi-
cance. They do not serve as a screen to conceal a policy of
aggression; they do not express the desperation of the petty
bourgeoisie; they express one of the aims of Socialism, which
the revolutionary proletariat will achieve after it has achieved
victory all over the world.

02. In their opposition to the Soviet disarmament pro-
posals, the Social Democrats resorted to the most venomous
means and utilised the slogans supplied to them by Trotskyism.
They tried to discredit the disarmament proposals of the Soviet
Government in the eyes of the masses by declaring them to
be a “revision of Leninism”, a transition to “Thermidor”, etc.
Enough has been stated above to prove that thic is despicable
slander. After the Soviet proposals for complete disarmament
were rejected, the Soviet Delegation, in March 1928, submitted
a second scheme, which provided for partial disarmament and
for a gradual reduction of land and naval forces. This was
not a concession to pacifism. On the contrary, it served to
expose more completely the attitude of the Great Powers to-
wards the small and oppressed nations. The Soviet Govern-
ment’s position on the question of disarmament is a conti-
nuation of Lenin’s policy, and a consistent application of his
precepts.

C. THE PROLETARIAT’S FIGHT AGAINST PACIFISM.

63. The workers in the Soviet Union, having defeated the
bourgeoisie in civil war and having established the dictatorship
of the proletariat in their country, may adopt a new method
in their fight against pacifism — that venomous tool of im-

perialism — mnamely, to propose general disarmament to the
imperialists. But the proletariat which is still fighting for power
in capitalist States, cannot employ such a method. 1t would not
be a revolutionary act for the proletariat in these countries to
propose to, or demand, disarmament from their bourgeoisie
and their flunkeys; it would merely mean the substitution of
the slogan of arm the proletariat for the slogan of disarm the
proletariat; it would mean the rejection of civil war and of
Socialism. Hence, Communists must strenuously combat the
wrong conclusions drawn from the Soviet Government’s dis-
armament proposals, — conclusions which contradict the revo-
lutionary sense of this programme — and must ruthlessly con-
demn such a deviation in their own ranks.

64. The difference between the methods of combating paci-
fism employed by the proletariat in the Soviet Union and those
adopted by the workiing class in capitalist countries does not
mean that there is a contradiction between the two; nor doss
ii follow that Communists in capitalist countries must not make
use of the Soviet Government’s declaration on disarmament in
carrying on agitation among the masses. On the coutrary, the
disarmament policy of the Soviet Government must be utilised
for purposes of agitation much more energetically and to a
wider extent that has been done hitherto. However, they must
not be utilised as a pretext for advancing similar demands in
the capitalist countries, but as a means: 1. for recruiting sym-
pathisers for the Soviet Union — the champion of peace and
Socialism. 2, for utilising the results of the Soviet disarma-
ment policy and its exposure of the imperialists in the effort
to eradicate all pacifist illusions and to carry on propaganda
among the masses in support of the only way towards
disarmament and abolition of war, viz., arming of the pro-
letariat, overthrowing the bourgeoisie and establishing the pro-
letarian dictatorship.

V. Defects in the Work of the Communist Parties, and Their Tasks.

65. The VIII. Plenum of the E. C. C. L. called attention to
a number of errors committed by the Communist Parties and
to the defects in their work, and laid down a mumber of
special and concrete tasks to be fulfilled by all the Sections of
the Comintern in the fight against war.

The opinion expressed by the VIII. Plenum of the E.C. C. L.
still holds good. Since the VIII. Plenum we have gained more
experience, and from this the VI. Congress draws certain con-
clusions in relation to the future activities of the Communist
Parties.

66. The principal defect from which all the Sections of the
Communist International still suffer, is their underestimation of
the danger and inevitability of war. This is clearly seen from
the fact that none of the Sections displays sufficient energy in
carrying out the decisions of the VIII. Plenum. The two greatest
events in recent times — the British Note to Egypt and Japan’s
war in China, passed unocbserved, as if they were minor,
altogether unimportant incidents. In view of the rapid swing
to the Left of the masses, which indicates that the masses sense
the danger of war, — the Communists stand in danger of
trailing behind the working class instead of leading it in the
fight against war. Many Sections of the Comintern are in-
fluenced by the bourgeois and Social Democratic propaganda
for “peace”, “disarmament”, and “international arbitration”;
they are not concerned with the imminence of the war danger
and speak about war as something very remote.

The under-estimation of the danger of war, particularly of
war against the Soviet Union, manifests itself in the failure to
understand concrete facts and events which are symptomatic
of the preparations now being made for  war. When Comrade
Rakovsky was recalled the French comrades failed for a long
time to understand the significance of this incident as a decided
step on the part of France on the road of diplomatic prepara-
tion for war against the Soviet Union. The Party in Yugo-
slavia admits that it did not understand how imminent the
danger of war was in the Italo-Yugoslav conflict. Several of the
Communist Parties in the Baltic countries did not immediately
understand the real significance of the concrete measures that
are being taken for the formation of an anti-Soviet bloc of the
Baltic States (for example the negotiations for a Customs Union

between Esthonia and Latvia). All these mistakes, which were
subsequently admitted and rectified by the respective Parties,
prove how extremely dangerous it is to ignore the measures
being taken for the preparation of war. The Parties must main-
tain constant vigilance and watch the concrete forms which the
war danger is assuming.

67. One of the principal defects in the Parties’ work against
war is their excessively abstract, schematic, and even shallow
attitude to the war question.

Certain of the Sections confine their activities to speeches
in parliament and at public meetings, in which speeches the
question of war is usually left in the background. Our Parties
have not yet learned to combine the parliamentary struggle
against war with work outside of parliament for the purpose
of popularising our demands (the work of the Czechoslovak Com-
munists in connection with the St. Gothard affair and the
despatch of arms to China consisted of mild protests in parlia-
ment and in the columns of the press). International problems
must not be separated from war problems, for both are a part
of the general class struggle and must be linked up with class
conflicts at home, particularly with conilicts in enterprises en-
gaged solely in the production of war material.

The mechanisation of the armed forces and the militarisation
of industry are directly connected with war and call for strenu-
ous activity in these branches of industry as well as in the
trade unions and other labour organisations connected with
them. So far, there is little to show that the Communist Parties
have commenced to take up these elementary tasks seriously.

68. The abstract manner in which the war problem is re-
garded is shown by the failure of the Parties to take up a
definite position on the question of war policy. Sometimes the
Parties either fail altogether to react, or react too late, to the
anti-militarist tricks of the Social Democrats, which frequently
find support among the masses (for example the campaign con-
ducted by the Social Democrats in Germany in which they posed
as being “opponents of war on principle”). Sometimes the Com-
munist Parties try to evade the concrete problems of war po-
litics by employing general phrases and repeating abstract pro-
paganda slogans, instead of taking up practical tasks.


















