





WORKERS OF THB WORLD, UNITB!

THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL

/if
N

ORGAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

APPEARS SIMULTANEOUSLY IN RUSSIAN, ENGLISH, FRENCH AND GERMAN

Ne 2

JUNRE 1 1919

PUBLISHING OFFICE EDITORIAL OFFICE: ‘
PETROGRAD, SMOLNY, 33, Tel. 169-20, PETROGRAD, SMOLNY G. ZINOVIEV'S Office.






BN

ik

qu

B

&
-
&

Doun vith the Treaty of Yorsellics!

Long Liva {is Gommenis

{ Ravgiatisa!

To the Workers of the

World.

From the Communist International.

The governments that five years ago, began this war
of robbery, now 1ry to cnd it by g peaco of robbery,
The tnglish, French and American hourgeolsie in Ver-
saiiles has handed the representatives of the German
bourgeoisie what they are pleased ta style the terms of
peace, Versallles Is soon to be a sccond Brest-Litovsk,
Kvery article of the: Versailles trealy iy & nwose for the
neck of ono or unother mativn.

Tho spite and vindictiveness ‘of the victoriqus Allied
bourgeoisio knows no lounds. The Anglo-Freach and
American bour[.eomc that procliims the lLeague of Na-
tions, is in fact duliberately outraging the wishes of all
Europran nations. The Allied bourgeois countries are
attempting to cripple Getmnny Germany is to lgse Jarge
arcas of territory, she is to Lo de priv ed, of bread
and coal, sho to givo up. lwr merchant fleet, and
to pay an, indomnily that staggers . the 'thh t dmagi-
naton. The Allied bhourgeoisie, while cl.nlming to fight
-against the 'anuexations ol forvign territories, .is. now
in réality annexing such in the grossest and mast cyni-
cal .manner. The colonics formerly helongmg to Ger-
many are bought -and sold. like cattle. The Allied impo..
rialists havé armed themselves with a large carviug-koife
and are cuiting Germany up alive.

But the piratical peace jerms diclMo«L to Germany,
from Versailles, are only a link in o long chain of’
violence committed by the imperialists vf tho Eulento. At tho
spme moment, when these imporialists atlempt to maim.
sod smothor Gormany, thoy are leading a murderous
tampaign against the soviet republic of l{ungary,

It is tho English and Fronch bourgevisie, that are tho
chiel instigators of the Roumanian boyars' yhite - guard.

attack; on pur brothors, the lupgarisn. working.-men..

It is tho representatives of the enlightened Frofich and
English edemocracys, who throw theif brutal forces
against red Budapest.

It is they who inspiro tht Russian «Black Iundrodss
of Kolrhak, Denikin, Krassnov, in their blaody ware
against the Rusclan working-men aod peasants, & s they.
ogain, tho Anglo-French bourgeoisie, by whese will the |
German white-guards, led by Ebert, Scheidémann and
Noske, crushed the Bavarian soviet republie. The Alliod
imperialists expressly stipulated, that the Scheidvmann’
goverrment was to put down soviet power in Muni<h.
~ Tho same Anglo-French binkers and gencrals -wre a$
present’ dlsnrmlng tho revolutionary troops of ,}mt,ana
They ugatn wmother tho revolutionary ‘movemenst” it¥the
popular masses' in Serbla and Blavonia. _
 Theso Anglo-Freach and Amerlcan imperialts. whe
pretend 10 represent world: democraey sre ‘mothing but
lnttrﬁmonat gcndarmm

"INusions are dispelled.” The mask Is ‘off. Tliwe: who
lcurn? no lesson from * 1he vndicsx; liortibly !nax-must‘
war, will learn ft from that imperialist peact, with
which mankind js°to Lo -blessed from Versailles.

The governinents, that during over four years ¢f war,
lied to the pcoples they governéd: that they were msking.
war for tho eself-detcrmination of naljonss, for the

tnd ipepdence, of small pationse, for liborty and cultvres,

fog - mdemocracyp —thoso same governmonts are  pow
moaled '88,. butchers, - A% handenod.: merciiess slave-
drivors,

.The fable of thu League qf Nmons sheds 1ta blosroms
before. lhey could. unfold, Aner \ersailles, yery fer wur -
klng.mu will. swallow thqbul. Tha Leaguo of Nations..
whope cradje. is watched 87 (he duwcher. Cldmencenn, has.
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_been oxposed to the whole world as & League of Rod-
bers, whe crucily the toiling miassas. of Europe.

The weight of the Versailles ;peace will fall heaviest on,
the shoulders of the working theaz of Germavy. Should
the Vergallles peace prove to be 1o apy extent durable,
it would mean, that the labouriny class of Germany would be
foroed 1o bear the double yoké of its own bourgeoisie
and of the foreign slave-drivers; It Is & matter of course
that all the sympathies of ibe communist Ivternational,
the_sympaihies of the honest workers of the whole world,
dre with the German labouring class. The worker-com-
munists of all countries will regard the Versailles peace
terms as & blow to the internjtional proletariat, as an
attack that can be beaten bdack only by the united
efforts of the workers of all coyniries.

The present German government, while loudly pro-
testing sgainst the Versailles piace, is in reality helping
the Imnerialists of the Allies t¢ carry out their infernal
plot sgainst the German hboiring class. The butcher
Clémenceau has no more faithfdl servants than Scheide-
mann and Ebert in Germany, Their party, from the very
first moment of the revolution has beex obediontly dan-
cing to the bagpipes of the Allied imperialiats. At the fnsti-
.gation of Clémencesu, Scheideniand and Ebert sent and
-stll] aend tholr white-guard troups againat Soviet Russia.
To make themselves agreable 30 the imperialists of the
Entente, the social democrats, ‘Jed by Ebert and Schei-
demann, killed Karl Licbknecht and Rosa Luxemburg,
and suppress the mighty movement of the Germaan wor-

king class for the realization ot soviet power with fire

and sword. The government of ‘cheidemannm, agent of
the London and Paris stock-exchange, has extermivated
many thousand of workercommunists in Germany. Every
time the waves of the labour movement in Germany rose
particularly high, threatening to wash away the govern-
went of the traitor soclal-democrats, Scheidemann snd
Ebert tried to Intimidate the starving working-men by
‘the threat; of certain stoppage of food supplies by the
Allies, should soviet pawer be satablished in Gormany.

The central commiitee of the ficheidemann party, in
a proclamation dealing with the. Vprsailles tresty, affirms
that (be lesson of Veriillies ewan the best proof of the
soundness of German social-democjas tactics [n the ques-
tion of home defences.

«Socialists of all countries, have you'at last un-
derstood our ocourse of actica during the wars—says
Scheidemann in his sppeal.

Hypocrites aad cysics!

Ia 1914, two thieves sot out ju quest of the same
bogty. Onbe of them proved [ore successful than
the other. He not oaly securedi the booty his rival
. equally pretended to, but even conmirived to pick his
pocket. The latter, making & virtve of necesaily and
assumiag an alr of injurpd jamoceace, now turns to all
Mosest people and cries: ~ Ses, the conduct of my oppo-
sent finally proves the ¢orvectaeds of my tactics; cas't

sou at last understand, that we Scheidemannists are as
white as highland snow...

The Versailles terms have shown all honest workers
something entirely different. The classconscious workers
of the world recognize pegfectly well, that if military
victory had been galned by the German jingoes, they
would have shown as little mercy to the defeated, as
thefr triumphant foe now shows to them. And then
Henderson and Renaudel would po doubt have used
the same bollow pbruses, that are used to-day by Schel-
dvmann and Noske.

The Versailles peace terms prove, that while impe-
rialism exists, be it but In a single country, violence
and international robbery will exist as well. The Ver-
sailles terms show, that the imperialism of both coalitions
was equally bloodthirsty. Whatever «democratics fig-
leaves it may use to cover its nakedness, !t sifll is and
remains the incarnation of sanguinary barbarism.

The Versailles peace terms show, that the social-
patriots of all countries have finally and Tor ever turned
into flunkeys of capitalism. The Versailles terms show,
how pitiful are the day-dreams of the DBorne yeliow
slnternationals (Kautski's and his friends’ in particular)
about edisarmaments while capitalism Is still maintained
and about a virtaous and benign «League of the Nationss
under President Wilson's protecting wing. The Versailles

_peace terms show, that the bourgeoisie itself leaves the

workers of all countries but one way out — the road of
world yevolution, the road across the carcass of capi-
talism.

Workers of France!l Workers of England! Workers
of Americal Workers of Italyl It is to you that the
Communist International sppeals. It is upon you that
the fate of tens of millions of German and Austrian
workers now hangs. You must wrench from the bloody
hands of your governments the murderous knife they 1ift
over the head of the German and Austrian working class,
Yoy must show that the lesson of the five years' war
has not been in vain. You must not for a single moment
forget that the victory of the Allied Imperialists over
the German and Austrian Jabouring class Deans their
victory over — you, victory over the workers of all
countries, victory over soclalism. The fate of international
soclalism is in your hands. The workers of the ‘world
Jook 1o for their salvation. We are sure that you
will do your duty in spite of the advico of your Schei-
demanns.

Workers of Germanyl Workers of Austrial Now
yop see that you have no choice but to overtbrow the
government of traltors, who call themselves social-demo-
crats, but who in reality are the basest agents of the
bourgeoisie. You see now whers the policy of Scheidemann
and Noske bas led you to. You can see that your omly
bope is in the universal proletarian revolution.

But Scheldemann, Noske sod the rest are ende-
avopring to prevent this proletarian revelution with all
their might. Whea Scheldemann and Noske sppeal to the
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international proletariat ia your name, they meet with
nothing but contempt.

The men who have no word of protest against the
smothering of Soviet Hungary, the men who af Libaa
fight on the side of the German barons against the Lettish
working men and rural lahourers, thess men cannot
count upon the support of the international proletariat.
It is not Count Brockdorff von Rantzaa, It is not the
traitor Jandsberg, not the butchers Noske apd Schelde-
mann who ought ta be your spokesmen now. As long as
the present German government retains power, the quar-
rel betweon Berlia and Paris will remain but a dispute
between the bourgeoisie of both coulitions. All power in
your country ought speedily to pass jnto the hands of
workers’ councils, and workmen-communists must speak
ia your name.

Then and only then can you save your couatry, can
yot count on the fullest support of the proletarians of
all countries.

The 1ime for hesitation is past. It is clear to every
one of you 1hat things cannot be worse than they are
sow,—the government of traitars has brought you to the
brink of ruia.

Workers of Germany and Austrial Know ihat the
proletanans of other countries will not trust the German
officlal socfal-democracy, that same social-democracy that
found not a wud o protest when the government of Willlam
Hobensollorn lorced the ‘Breat pease upon Sovie! Rusala.

>

Werkors of Gormany &nd Austrial Kgow that if the
peace of Bress, forced uwpon Rusiia in £918, was s0
short-lived, it was becauae the Rnum workiog men and
poasants overthrew their go\ommon\ of ¢ social-traitors
and took power into their own handi Only thus
couid the Russian workers win the sympsthy sad con-
fidence of ke proletarians of the world. Naly thanks to
this could they alip off the Brest ncoss in comparatively
90 short a time,

Univorsal praistariam revciciion is the only salve-
tion of the oporeesod classes hrvughout d world, °

Dictatorship of the prolctariat aad estabilzhment of
soviet powor,—that {s the oaly posaible condlucion for the
prolctarians of the world sller the Versaill's lesson.

While capitalism exists thore can be no lasting
pesce. Lasting peace will be bullt up on the ruins of
bourgeols order.

I.org live the revelt of tha wo im against
théir opprescors! Cown wilth  thed Vorsailles
poaco, Cawm with {io now Drostl Down with
the government of sccial-traitors!

Lcag live soviet power thrcughout the worldl

The Executive Committee of the Communist
intemational
Q. Zinoview,
May 15-th 1919, Chairman.

remre
A EICUMUZ to

Comrades! The news we receive from the Hunzarian
soviet statesmen All us with joy and triumph. Soviet
power in Huogary is hardly two months old, and yet It
seems that in the matter of organization, tho Hungarian pro-
Jotariat has overtaken us alrcady. This s comprohen-
_ sible, seeing that the general level of culture is much
higher in Hungary, and besides, the proportion of induss
trial workers to the total population Is incalculably greater
(compare the three-million population of Budapest with
the population of eight millions for the whole of Hungary)
and lastly becavse the transition to the soviet system,
fo the dictatorship of ihe proletariat, was incomparably
¢asier and more peaceful in Hungaty.

This last circumatance is particularly jmportant. The
majority of European socialist leaders, social-chauvinists
and Kautskians alike, bad been tainted with petiy-bour-
gools prejudices, acquired during decades of compa-
ratvely «poacefuls capitalistio and bourgecis-parliamen-
tary evolution, to such a degree, that they are no longer
eapable of comprohending soviet power and the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. The proletariat canmot Nifll its

F”v‘!ﬂ""\nﬂﬂ r""?' '-n’.r-—h
NU 'l\buuv..l‘ h-:i

hI wid iuuog saow il

historical mission of wurld-wide emandpa?on without
removing these leadors, without puulng thom out ¢f the
way. These men quite or Lalf belleved the byurgeows lies
about soviet power in Russia and could noj distinguish
the new proletarian democracy, a democracy for the wor-
kers, a soclalist domocracy, incarpated in soviet power,
from bourgeols democracy whick they worsbip slavisbly,
calling it pure domocracys or edomocracy i generals,

These men, blicded by bourgeois prejudices, did not
understand the world-hlstoric reversion from bourgeols to
proletarian democracy, from bourgeols to proftarian dic-
tatorship. They mistook some particular features of Rus-
sian Soviet power, of the history of its evolutiod in Russia,
for Soviet power in its International significadce.

The Hungarisa proletarian revolution makes even the
blind to see. The outer form of the tranaltivn to prole-
tarfan dictatorshbip in Hungary does not in the lcast re-
somble that of Russia: the voluntary sarrender of the
bourgeols government, the immediale reconstitution of the
unity of the prolesariat, socialistic wnity based on the
communist programme. The essence of goviet power
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comes out all the more distinctly: po power bat So-
viet power, non€ but the dirctatorship of the prole-
tariat  supported by the toilers hoaded by the pro-
letariat, 1is possiblo any longer {n any part of the
world.

Thid dictatorship entails the applicstion of stern, swift
and decisive violence for the suppressnon of any resistance
the capitalists, landowners and lhelr retainers might mak
Who does not undorstand this, §3 no’revolutionary and
must be removed from the office of leador or counsol
or 1o the proletariat.

But the essence of prolctarian dictatotship is not in
violence only, not even chiefly in violence. Its chicf
essence is in the organlzallou -and discipline ‘of tho
vanguard and only guido of the toilers tho prolclarm
Is aim tho building up of roc alism, sbolition of the
class division of bociety, the conyerting of all members
of sociely into workers, and the destruction of any possl-
bility of the exploftation -of- menriby- their fellows. This
sim cannot be roalized all at once, it demands a fairly
lengthy period of trfosition from capitalism‘to. sogialism,—
and this becauso the transformausn and reorganization
of uction is a dificuit thlng 4nd because fundamen-
tal changes in all branclies of Yifi' netd time, and tastly
because the trcmendous force ef babit in bourgeols and
petty-bourgeois production can be overcome only after
a long and .obstinate.struggle. This is why Marx apeaks
of ‘an. enlire. period of proletirian dictatorship, as of &
period of transition from capitalism to soclalism.

In tho course of this transition period resistance to
the change wjll consclously be made by the capitalist$
.as well assiy their numcrous retainers among the middle-
class «intelligenizias, and In the main unconsciously by
largo massos of toilers Including peasanis too far buricd
jn petty-bourgeols customs jnd traditions. In these
strata warvering is inevitable. Thn peasant as worker fs
drawn to socialism, prefers the dloulonhlp of the pro-
letagjat to the dictatorship of the Sonrgco'ale. Tho poasant
as w seller of grain Is drawn 10 the Lourgeoisie, to &rce
tndo, that fs, backward to what Is pcustomarys, old;
well-known lo him, to capllali.-

The dictatorship of the projetarjat is necessary. The
power of a sioglo class, the force of its organisation
and dincipline, of its centraldsed might, based on all
the gains of capitalisfjc cultyre, science, techics; its
proletarian proximity to the bsychology of the worker,
its authority before the less developed, less politicaly-
hardened tollers of village and small trade—all this is
needed in ordor to onable the' proletariat to draw afier
it the peasantry and “tho whote petty-hourgeols strhtum
in goneral, Phnsc—mongering nl-ogl edemocracys in gene-
ral, about eunitys, or «the unity of lnboar democracys,
aboat the eequality» of all «tullorss, ‘and so on and so
forth—all this phrasemongering, say we, 8o dear-to. shop-
keeper-souled soclal-chauvinists and Ksutskians, will not
help things along ia the lout. Phruu ouly throw dust In
the eyes, blind the conscleqce, strodgthen thq old dullnens,

passivity, incrtia and routine of capitalism, parllaments-
‘rism and bourgrois democracy.

Tho annihilation of rlasses i3 & matter of long, hard,
defermined class war, that will not disappear (as the
dullards of superannuated socialism and social democracy
Imagine) after the downfall of the power of capital, after
{ho destruction of the bourgeols state, after the sotting-
vp of proletarian dictatorship, but onlv changes form, in
many respects growing more desperate than ever.

The workers mudt-defend its ruloe by the means of
class war against tho resislance of the bourgeoisie,
agaiost thq routine, Inertia, indncision and hesitation of
the petty bourgeoisio. It must reinfoice (s orgnmzlng
influence, achievo tho «ncutralizations of those strala
that are alraid of breaking wuh the Lourgeoisie and
who do not follow afier the proletnriat steadfasily enough.
It-must enforce a new disciplinn, tho brothorly disciplino of
workers, and their firm unity with tho prolotariat. This now
discipline, is the new foundation of social cooperation, that
Is to take the place of the old serf dimplmo of the
middle nges, and of the discipline of ‘hungeg, of efreos,
wage-slavery under capitalism.

To abolish class differenaes & period of dicta-
torship of a single class is needed, more specifically a
dictatorship of that oppressed class which s capable not
only of overthrowing the exploiters, not only of merci-
lessiy conqucrmg “their resistance, but of ﬁnally gotting
tid of - all Lourgeois-democratic ldmlogy. al]l shop-
keeperish phraseniongering about freedom and -equality ia
general (theso phrases in fact mean, as Marx proved
long ago «liberty and equalitys of employer and works
man).

But this is not cnongh. Class can bo abolished only
by the dictatorship of that oppressed class, that has been

‘trained, united, schooled and welded Into ane by do-

cades of political and economic warfare againkt capital.
Only the class that has assimilated all urban industrial
capitalistic culture posscrses tho necessary determination
snd capability of defending it, of preserving and deve-
loping all Its achicvements, of making them accessible
10 tho people as a whole, to all workers; only the class
thay is capable of enduring all the hardships, trials,
rebuffs all the great sacrifices incvitably laid by history
on all who -break with tradition and hew their way tq
s pew future; dnly the class the best of which are full
of haic and contempt towards all narrowmindedness and
philistinism, tbwards ghese qualilies par exvellonce,
flourishing among tho middle class small officials_and
employees and the «intelligontzias; only the class that hoa
passed through «the temporing school of labours can
impress respect for Its ability upon all workerss upon al}
honest men. )
Workers of Hungary! Comrades! You bave sot the
world an cven better example than Soviet Russla, by
immediately uniting all soclalists on a plavform of
genuine proltarian dictatorship. It is your most worthy
and difficalt task to defend it agalast the Allies in & war
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full of Aardships and suffering. Be stuunch. If you . flotice
hesitation in the ranks of the socialists uniting with you
yesterday for the dictatorship of the proletariat or in the
ranks of the petty-bourgeoisie, suppress such wavering
merdilessly. A bdullet is the lawful dole of cowards in
time of war.

You wage the only lawful, just, truly revolutionary
war, the war of 1ho oppressed against their oppressors,

the war of the toilers against their exploiters, the war
for.tke victory of socialiam. All that in hynourable among
the working class of the world is on your side. Each
mwonth brings the world revolution of the proletariad
noarer.
Be staunch. Victory will be yours.
N. Lenin.
237-th of May 1019,

The New World

I.

Four yoars of war bave wrought a decisive change
In the nature of the world, A new world is surmunding
us; though but few of us have as yet realised what it
is that has changed.

The proletarian world revolution has begun. Every-
body is sware of it. The bourgeoisie sees it or gucsses
at it, — panic-strickon, it tries to save what can be
saved and andeavours with all its might fo keep its old
power or to build. it up anow. The vanguard of the
revolution forthwith accepts the challenge, and large
masses Jof working men get ready for the fight, though
not as yet clearly seeing, only instinctively feeling
that the hour is coming. The working men's revolution
has begun and gocs 'ntudily on. Buat the conditions
under which it takes place are ncw and altogether diffe-
rent from thoso before the war. That is where the
former soclal democrats are mistakon, who belleve thoy live
in the old world and thus do not perceive to what extent
the conditions of struggle bave altered. They firmly kecp
to their old tenets and programme; they pride themsclves
upon having remaincd what they were. Thus they lead
the workmen who follow th:m astray. It is therefore
imperative to jospect thoe new world, the scene of the
proletarian revolution more closoly.

‘The war has made the world intermational —
that is its first great result. Capitalism had crcated
national statos, great political unlts of the bourgeoisie,
to all appearance sharply isolated from one another, yet
steadily ever more and more tending to abolish the
contrasts and divergeacies of national character, customs,
fdeas and laws within their own borders. KEach
state was sovereign independent, in relalion to the
others; none admitted intervention of the others into its
internal aflairs; each concluded treatics and alliances
st its own discretion. .As' armed class organisations
of the bourgecisie they stood side by side- or
opposile one another, settling their conflicting interests
by war. In consequence of this, all further buman reiations
were kopt withia the boundaries of the state. Legialation

was an internal affair of the state, Claws-%ar was waged
on & natioual basis, as a struggle between tho bourgeolsio
of p givon country and its proletanat. %hcro were, of
course, subsidiary influences flonding in frvm beyoud the
fronticrs; at international congresses couvsel was taken
snd resolutions’ were adopted.  But thaw was: only one
aspect of the actual case. Each parly was sovercign in
its own country; each working class—auch :5vas the general
opinion—had to get the better of its own bourgooisie.

Imperialism at length led to the forrlation of state
groupings that finally crystallised intp twS great hostile
coalitlons. One of these has been smashell by the war.
The victorious coalition has no more ohponents. The
defeated bave parily dissolved into smaller nations that
in their distress implore the conquerars to'pst an end to
their sufferings; the neutruls had willy-nilly to do the
same. The coalition grew into the League of Nutions, For -
the Wilsonian League is after all bul an extension of
the Entonte, brought about by the annililation of the
remnants of 14he neutral and defeated atuics.

Littie s left in the «Leaguos of the foriner sovereiguty
and Independence of the old states. Even. the leading
countries, Dritain and America, are no louger thoir owa
masters with rogard 1o home politics. Louns and war
contraciing, the political measures taken by the supreme
war councll have left deep traces. ¥rauce and Italy have
become vassale to the <Leagues 10 a slill higher
degree. Theso states can no longer direct their internal
polmé according to their desire. Most of all, however,
does this bold true of the weaker, and df the defoated
countries. Britain, America. Japan can sill keep their
sirong autonomic position, for they are the couquerors,
the rulers of the world. They are evén et liberty to
start & new quarrel among themselves. But all the rost
are independent stales only outwardly. As roon as the
League of Nations will lay down theoreticatly what is
already the case in practice, they will bo sleprived of
their right to make treaties with one shofher, to kecep
pormanent armies. The leading powers wjl not fail W0
geo 10 it that the internal life of thoss states bo carried
on elong the lines prescrived by thea.
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The sharp fsolation of the stated no longer exists,
bot the chasm betwees workmen snd expleilers yauns
none the less wider for that. As ap ioternational unit the
“ourgeoisie of all countries is pitted against the proleta.
riat of all countries. Not only throretically, out of class-
sympathy, but in practice — in dled In 1871 Bismarck
still kept aloof from the struggle batween the Commune
and Versallles and was content o support the latter
mercly indirectly and mcrally. In we year 1918, however,
the armies of the Allled powers invaded Russia in order
fo restore the rule of the bourgeoisie, the generals and the
nobility, In order to deliver uver the people 1o the nagaika.
1l is pot & war of Britaln or France sgainst Russia;
it is a war of the bourgeoisie egslast the revolutionary
proletariat, of capital against soctatism.

He who observes the eventy in his own country only
falls 10 see the most importan® points. The German
prolctariat must keep it ia miod that it is the fate of
German socialism that fs being decided In the far-away
steppes of the Ukraina; just &s the Soviet Republie
of Russia depends for its existenze ow the issus of the
street fights In Berlin and Hamiurg. The revolutionary
proletariat of all countries forme » united mass, o
united army; unless it realizes this and takes active part
in 1he struggle, It will be smashew to pleces and dispersed.
The German proletariat has absolutely nothing to wia
by leolating ftself out of fear les® the help rendered them
by the Russian revolutionaries call down the wrath of
the Entente bourgeoisie ugon them. For if it should
try to free ftsell by its own forcy, it will have to stand
the brunt of the attack as an itolated unit. It has to
remember that there is only one battlefront in the whole
world—that of capital against thb proletariat. Whether it
wishes 10 or not, it stands In [ same line of battle
with the Russian people and by its effurts supports its
comrades everywhere—in Russisa. whore they bave alrea-
¢y liberated themselves, in Great Britain, America and
Frunce where they are only just beginning to.

The International of Capital, the Wiltonian League
of Nations is confronted dy the International of Labour;
communism rallies its forces and gaine strength.

IL

The war has devastated the world dnd thrown it into
utier destitution, into Chaos — that is ils second great
achievement.

For four whole years all productive forces were enlis-
tod in the service of War. Al' raw materials, machi-
sery, means of communication, all hands were wasted,
upproductively. They were turmed into fnstruments of
destruction; they were not used for productive purposes,
but for ovethrowing the ememy. This had to result
fa 8 wotal lack of everything ihat soeiety requires for
‘i ferther existence. Such o state of things counld
continne for o period of four years only by screw-
tag dowa th~ requirements of lhe masses to & minimum.

The articles produced for the purposes of warfare were
80 much deficit tn the primary necessities of the popula-
tion. Bot the waste of war did not stop at that; all
moans of production snd transport were completely
neglected, and, instead of being kept up snd renewed,
were mercly used up. Thus at the end of the war we had to
face a total disorganisation of economic life; there was a
scarcity of means of production, raw materials, as well as of
labour; for mankind was bodily exhausted with long
privation. To this one could, of course, raise the obdjec-
tion that capital had increased and become cuncentrated
to aa enormous extent, But this capital consists mainly
of paper bonds, not of productive capital. It is but a
right of ownership in manufacturing conceras that have
no possibility of immediately repawing production., It is
made up fo the first instance of war loans, as such
demanding exorbitant interest to be paid to the cajpita-
lists In the shape of taxes by the proletariat, the petty
bourgeoisie and the peasanis."The increase of capital deter-
mices the distribution of commodities ; the result Is that
the articles of production are distributed as unfairly as
possible, but no fncrease of production is attained by it.
The great enrichment of the few leads merely to the still
greater jmpoverishment of tho many, for the blood-
suckers with their increased Incomes seize the greater
part of all stored-up commodities for thelr own noeds.
From a purely economic point of view, the world is on
the eve of an unbeard-of bankruptcy, standing bLefore
an empty desert, faced by economic chsos.

This applies more on less to all countries, least of
all to states like Japan and America, most of all to
those of Central Europe, just as it was formerly true of
Russia. Germany bas expended her last resources for
the war. to a greater estent than England has.
Matters would have been different, had the working
classes already begun thelr revolution Ia February of
last year. Now that Germanv has been defeated, she
is being deprived- of the last remuants of her possessions.
Her adversaries want by all means to proevent her
rising ooce more to the position of a great capitalistic
Power. Afer the spceches made by British statesmen
there can be no doubt whatever about It, that Germany
Is to be robbed to the last, stripped of everythiog she
possesses. The gold required to regenerate production
by purchases sbroad, has been seized by the conquerors;
Germany s cut off from foreign raw materials;
foroign markets are closed 10 ber; her most valoable
lron and coal districts, Lorraine, the Saar-district,
Silesis, are 10 be taken from her; of the avallable meann
of transport and engincs a considerable part fs to be
given up—thus there is a complete absence of everything
that ocould revive capitalistic production. Capltal can
0o longer provide a livelibood for its former slaves of
toll; terrible unemployment siares the proletariat in the
face, —for capltal as suck mo longer exisis. The mighty
industrial development usdergone by Germany withia
the last hall-contury has been suddenly cwt short. This
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. war just as three hundred years ago the 30 years’ war,
bas thrown Germany back to a lower stage of economic
development. Like the whole of Central Europe sho is
forced once more to start at the primitive stage of
agricultural life, and it may take de-cades before she
can rise again to a higher level of development. Such

" are the prospects if bourgeols production were to go on,
that is 1o say, if the bourgeoisle were to retain the
conirol of the state.

Sull worse is the outlook for the immediate future.
Food supplics and means of communication are avail-
able in such limited quantitics - that only strictest
execution of th¥-most punctilious regulations made by
8 strong government may keep body and sool of the
population together. As long as the Ebert government
that tries to be on good terms with both partjes,
remains Ia power, Bo such measures will be taken, and
the approaching disaster will merely be the graver.
A government can only be strong if it is & class
government; {t must be eitber a frankly bourgeois one,
possessing sufficient powep to be able, by means of
minimum wages, to lead the proletariat to the brink of
starvation and keep it there (ns the former govercments
did -bofore the war); or a genuinely proletarian one,

relentlessly taking all resources and privileges from the"

bourgenisie and honestly distributing among the masses
everything that is or can be obtained.

Capitalism bas nothing more ‘o offer to the prole-
tariat. Necessity drives the proletarians 1o socialism.

Prior to the war capital was still able to make some
sort of provision for the workmen, to ensure them,
s if not a stable, silll a fairly quiet, if Indigent
existence. Revolution spelt chaos for the workman
disturbing -and paralysing the highly developed process
of production. That is why the prolctarian ma:ses
shrank -from a revolution; they. were content and nursbd
the - lllusion that dverything would for ever remain as
it was, Socialism 10 them meant a leap into darkness,
isto chans,

It is that chaos sad emply darkness. that are now
facipg the world. Capitalism can no langer continue
its qulet existence, its peaceful work. The pedple has
0 choose between leaving world rule in incapable
hands that have brought forth this chaos, — fa the
hands of the bourgeoisioc and the bureaucracy, and
perishing in order (0 enablo - them to rescue
system. of exploitation;  or taking power into
hands and setting production going. In the lore

ppduction will hardly be able to recover,

then
their
their own
mer case

for it Is hampored by waat of capital uk well as by
the interests of gain, and, in fts last desults 1t will
merely be {nstrumeatal to & renascence ¢¢ capital. Ia
the latter case pruduction can be enerydiically takea
up again as a means of sclf-provision fob the whole
working population. Necessity, forces the' ,workmen to
make their choico. Not clear insight, Yor theoretic
calculation of the advantages 1o be derived, but
pressing nced made the workmen stand up for socias
lism.

Fbert«— or was t someone else?—hih eald ibay
this time of pressiog need was not propstious 10 the
realisation of theories. For them socialism as such bas always
been but an abstract theory, while for the work.
men t is & proctical necessity. They drearhi, as many -
do, of an Ideal capitalism with & judicious soclaldemo~
cratic majority in parliament that thanks to0 abundance
of production and geuneral prosperity could bring sboud
a peaceful change. But reality Las proved somewhat
difierent; socialism had to come as a deliverer from dire
distress, aw the only possibility for the masses to save
themselves <rom utter ruin. And {t did cone and did
do the wurk of rescue. But for socialism the people in-
bankrupt Rus:ia would frrevocably have fallen a prey
to starvation wnd ruin. The first steps of soclalism
huve saved the masses of the population jn the hardest
time, have sirengthened them, In spite of all attacks
from within and without, atlacks that most of all
threatened the supply of food. In the sanie way cam
socialism rescue the masses in this acute crisls in Gere
mony and in the other Central European states, by
means of systematic and strict organisation of producuon
and distribuion of food-supplics, simultaneously laying
tho fonndutions for a new form of production; the germ
of & new {recdum.

In 1847 Narx said to the proletarisns: . You bave
nothing but your chains to lose”., Ten yearx agé the
spokesmen of tho workers, in opposition to. Marxism,.
said: ,The workmen have something 10 sose mow,
thereforo — Do revolution”. And, indeed, as long as
times were prosperous and the workmea thought they,
bad somothing to lose, they paid no heed to Marx,
they passed hls ‘sayings by In siioncs. Now 'his words
have como true once more, All that capitalism could
or secemed 10 be able to offer is irretriovsdly gone.
The -workmena kave nothing more to loem Robbed
of everything, lhey stand naked. in a ‘wildesness
before the gates of the future,, They have & ‘world’
to win. )

Anton Pannekoeok.
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The New War..

Wake up! wake up! oh, sleepy British peoplel The
sew.war Is In full blast, and you are called to fight in
it; you cannot escape; you must take part.

Out of the old inter-rapitalist war between the Allies
and the Cenwral Empires, the war, the aciual crude,
cruel ‘fighting between the workers and the capitalists
Nas ‘omorged.

Soldiers who enlisted, or were conscripted, for the old
war have becn quiotly kept on to fight in the new war
which began without any formal declaration. They havo
ol been asked: «Do you approve this war; do you
understand {1?» They have merely becn detained and
will now fight agalnst their comraes.

Officially the British Government is not at war with
Sociallsm In Furopo though in actual fact British and
othor Allied roldiers have been fghting it for & long
time, and Dritish money and munitions are keeping the
soldiers- of other governments In the fleld against it.

Thore has been no. ofliclal)declaration of war, but
the House of Commons, on ril 9-1b, expressed ils
opition in support of the war on Sicialism in general,
and on Russian Soclalism in pamticular. This expression
of opinfon’ the Home Secrotary claims to have been
unmanimous, and certainly when ko challenged Members
to express a ¢ontrary opinfon no voico of dissent was
audible enough to reach the colunms of Hansard or the
press. No Member of Parliament has written to the
newspajers t6 make his protest.

Sonfo “Soclalists tell us tha} the floor of the Houso
of Commons Is = spendid platfrm for propaganda; but
the trouble Is that when they get. into the llouse, their
courage scems o evaporate liker @ child’s soap “bubble.
We have heard of Labour Mcembers of Parliament being
ready to do and say all sorts of heroic things, and to
get thomselves put out of the Houge, to arrest the world's
attcntion dn some appropriate oqcasion. That Is not much
of courso, as compared with rynning tho risk of death
in the borriblic trenches or with being Incarcerated for
years In prison; but bere was an opportunity, if cver
there was one, for Members of Parliument to display
sl thelr pluck. Clem Edwards, the notorious anti-socia-
list, moved tho adjourpment of the House, «<to draw
sttention to a deflnite matter ofturgrnt public importance
namely, tho alicged overtures frym the Bolshevik régime
in Hussla to tho I’caco Conferciico’ in I'uriss.

In the dcbate Drigadier-General Page Croft and
Licut. Col. Guinoess suggested that some Members of
Parliament supported tho Bolsheviki. Did any man cry
out: «Yes, ‘e are proud to stand by our fellow-workers
in .their fight for Sociallsm?> Ne, on the contrary, the
Labour Nembcers broke out in to cries of protest against
tho suggesion that they had any such sympathies. Bot~
tomlcy rewarded them by an assuranco of «the pro-
foundest and most aficctionate nspects. The Home Secre-

hammered in the point, saying tho dcbate had

ed forth «from every quartor of tho House an indig~
pant repudation that the House contained s single Lo}~
shevik sympathisers. lo described the Soviet UGovern-
ment as ea mere gang of bloodthirsty ruffianss, and sai
I would strengthen the hands of the Government to

know there is eno quarters for any Soviet supporters,
«at any rato in the British Houso of Coixmonss.

Even then there was no protest! Where was the lead
to the conntry, and cspecially to the lads who may mista-
kenly enlist in the counter-revolutionary armies, whick
our «leaderss in Parliament might have given? Of what
wero the opponcnta of the resolution afraid? Either they
aro cravens or their opposition to the new war Is of &
very lukewarm character. The real work for the Soclalist
revolution must be dono outside’ Parliament.

On April 10-th, the dny after the House of Commons
bad thus expresscd itself, the first contingent of volun-
tecrs sot sall for Russia.

Kemember what happened in the old war: first the
voluntary system: then compulsion, growing till millions
of men were drawn into the net. Kitchener's first call
in the late war was for 500.000 men, but the Army
estimate of the other day was for 2.500.000. Conscrip-
tion remains, and presentl) we expect to sce class afler
class of men called np. Will they go to the war against
their fellow workers who have set up a worker's govern-
ment?

Tho child, hearing of oiher peoples misfortunes, says,
with a vy haif-regret that his own life will always be
tame @ jog-trot, and yet with a very comfortable sense
ol sccurity: «Things like that do pot happen in our family.»
Death comes and suddenly strikes down his brother;
but afer the first stunning shock which reveals to him
life's instability, he assurce himscl( that his misfortune
js an isolated event, that nothing like it will again
trouble him. So he returns ta his old belief till his fatler
is killed, the bousehuld plunged into ruin, and he him-
sell is thrust out into swiftly-changing and precarious
currentz, So many people remain always like that: cling-
ing, untaught by lifv's cxperiences, 0 the belief thas
there is no change; that ovolution having created this
our time, will carry huanity no further. They do not
belicve that great wars will come, never to their country,
never 1o their households. They do pot believe in the
possibility. of rovolutions, and if such things happen, they
try to dismiss thom as mere temporary upheavaly, cer-
tain to be crushed by the forces of established order,
which never will change, at Jcast never in their country.
A revolution in their country Is unthinkable; they know
it is impossible: the majority of the people are too
slugpish, too ignorant, would not even voto as they did
at tho I'arliamentary clection, would not oven put them
on the Board of Guardians or the Town Councll.

And yet wo in this cquntry are actually in the revo-
lution, although the oyes of most of us are still shut to
the fact. Wo are In the zevolution, as we were in the
war with Germany. The revolutionary war Is no a fight
between country and‘\ cauniry; It cuts scross national
boundarics and DBritish' people are aiready fighting om
both sides.

The Dritish men ‘who are in the army of government
arc fighting against the Worker's Socialist Revolution,
Just as are the men, wha are fighting in the armies of
the capitalist Governmenis of Germany, France, Italy,
Americs, Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, and any other govern-
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ments which are joining In tho atrife. In all these armies
thé truth that they. are fighting Socialism’ has dawned
on somé of the soldiers, and many of theso have deserted
abd joined tho*Red Armies of working-class Socialism.

Many who are not actually .in the fighting ranks have
nevertheless ranged themsolves against the capltalist
grovernments and on the sido of the Sovieta. Phlilips
Price, who is editing.a Bolshevik :newspaper in Russia,
ahd many other ‘British people, aro aiding the Soviets
over there. It this country we can also help by working
with- might and main .to establish the British Soviets,
by telling the soldiers, ‘sailors, and workers."the fssucs
that aro at stake in the International Civil War.

That war has new spread far beyond the boundarics
of Russia. General Smuts has left }lungaz abraptly,
finding that Soviet liongary glood firm for Communism,
Shall we presently sce \ho armics of capitalism marching
on Hungary? The ekvoning Nowass reported that the
Serbs had rofused to obey the order of the Big Four to
send their trcops to attack Iungary, bocause the Allics had
not yet recognised tho kingdom of the Serbs, Croats
and Slovencs. "DBut the Allies will presently sccurs a
capitalist army from™ somewhero to carry on tho fight.
Padcrewskl Is reported 10 have rofusod to send Polish
troops to fight Communism, unless Dantzig and other
territory. is tonceded to Poland. The Allies will bargain
with Paderewski till they, have bought his support or
substituted a Polish ruler who is more amenable.

Churchill has revealed the fact that Germany is or-
dered as onc uf the peace conditions, to fight Communism,
and that the Germans may buy their way iotd the League
of Nations- by doing this eflicicotly. Indeed, the entire
policy of tho Paris Conlerenco is dominated by the policy
fts members are pursuing in the war between the capita-
lists and the workers. Both' false and foolish are the
stories, so industriously clrculated, that the British und
American politiclans at tho I'caco Conferenco -are the
pacifying mfuencos and that they are working sagainst
a peace of annexation and oppression; whilst the French
sud Italian politicinos are the greedy Jingoes, who, hy
demanding all sorts of advantages for tbemsclves, are
preventing the peace. The plain fact Is that British and
Ametican capifalists have got what they .set out to gain
by the war with the Central Empires and the French
and Italians have not.

The Secret Treatios represent the basis upon which
the Allies entered tho war; the prizes which induced
them to support each other are there adt forth.

British capitalists bave got all, and more than all,
the Treaties promised o them. They havd sccured contro)
of tho German Colonics, Palestine, Mesopotamia, ’ersia,
all that was promised thom in tho Kast. They have
seized Spitzbergen, with.its rich stores of coal and irgn,
which was not mentioned in the Treaties; 1liey have
orushed their trado rival, Germany and their Government
is apparently to retuin for the present the dominfon of
e sons,

The secret arrangements which brought America into
the war werv not disclossd when the Bolsheviki reizeld
the Czar's arcbives, because they were not made until
after that date. Thereforc we cun only .syrmise what
thoy were from tho passing of events and tho disclosures
of politicians. Amcrican capitalists have gained by the
war substantial advantages in China. They have dono
some very romunerativo trading with tho Allies, and
bave lent them much money on exceedingly profitadle
terms. More important still, as will presently bo seen,
American raditalists have induced Dritish capitalists not

to make 8 Tuss when thoy presently untex Metlco' und

fts wonderful oil fields, which tho. Mtxican Governmens
is endcavouring to nationalise. But America is not yed
satisficd. President Wilson. has ordereil his ship; It is
said that he is dissatisfied with tho sldw prozress made
at the Paris Conferonco. Porkaps ho ‘s:. but it Is .also
said that American capitalists dcsired: 30 sell 1o France
and ltaly otor tractors and othe¥,goods aud that
France and haly refused the offer. Sibco then it is sald
tho - Americans "bave .obstructed the licace Conlerence.
Time will show how much there is m the rumour, At
will also. throw light' on the rumour’ that. America is
bringing pressure 10 bear on the Allies by threatening
to soll the rejected .goods to-Soviet Rusma—a siep which
would greatly —ussist her—instead of waiting to frade
with Rusgia till the Soviets aro defeated and capitalism,
re-csiablished. Was not Bottomley referring to this
fumoar in the Houss of Commons on April 9-th, when
be spoke of «somo wild, airy, idealistic element, which,
vnder the guiso of great ideals and aitruism, is keeping
s keon eye all the timd upon material benefit which
will come to those which are farthest away from Eurepes,

British rapitalists have gained all that the Seccret
Treatios promised, but French and Nalian cupitalists
have not. French capitalism wants mure of Germgny's
territory thun "perhaps tho German tioveroment dare
givo, lcst the German people retaliate hy sotting up the
Soviets. French capitalism was promised the Saar busim,
with its coal, and the other Allles have been hesi.aling
wlether ft is safe to force Germany to surrender it
French capitalists were promised Syria by the Scores
Treatios, but Brilish capitalists are loth w Jet tiem
have it

{orcover, It acems that if France is to take part of
the indemn'\y which Germany Is to pay 10 her in the
form of the Saar basin and its coal, ritain miay decide
to take the whole of tho German mer¢antilc fleet as
part of her pound of flesh; and France and Italy would
both jike to have a share of that.

- Ituly's territorial claims come into conflict with the
claitis of the Scuthern Slavs and the §lig Four cannot
offend the Slavs because they neerd them -to fight Bole
shevistn. Itzliao enpitalism has threatened to send sol-
diers to fight her lato Allics to defend the territoires the
soldiers have occupied on tho Adriatic. ltalian capitalists
are not concerned that those territories dre not inhabited
by Itallans; they point out tnat Mcsopotamia and Pale-
stine are not inhabited by British populations.

" British and American capitalism bds got all it can

out of the war with the Kaiser; it is sreparing for the
war against Socialism, in which, » brride crushing a
menace very dangerous to capitalism ltself, they may
ain still furthor extedaive profits. Gicat Britain, as
‘The «Tiim ass puts it, «has mado herse { responsille for
tho railway communications in Poland, e Baltic States,
tho Caucssus, and the Don country, Czncho-Slovakia and
Yugo-Slavia have been alloted to the United Statess,
Who controls tho railways controls the mnation. As
The «Morning Posts has it: «The caot cry of the
tolfdetcrmination of pooples is, wo beliove, 8 German
jnventions. Kversthing Is sald to comd from Germany
now which (s ¢mbarrpssing to Allied capitalism.

France nud?u)y are again unfortunate. Tho «Timess
explains: «frecce, Turkey in Europe, ibe Ukraine and
the Don btasin have been undertaken by Frauce,
though with the evacuation of Odessh, her efforts in
ths last two regions cam Aardly- be effective for the
presents. (The italics arv ours).
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The French leh Odessa, dy the way, for lack of
food—the peasants of the Ukrajne would not serve them;
ﬂny uppulod 10 have it seat .to them from Roumanis,

the request was not grauted; Cinads, by the way,
uum % have something to do with the Roumaanian
railways. French capitalism thinks its Allies have not
ou it very well. c«ltaly 1Is looking after Austria-
Hungarys. Poor [talisn capitalism: it has a set of very
vignrous Bolsheviki too in Hargary; Vienna may set up
tho Soviets agy day; and Italy itsell gives cause for very
serious anxlety.

It is stated mow that Germany Is to py the Allles
botm ten and twelve thousand million pounds and
that the payments will be spread over ANty yoars, during
which the Allies will occupy Germany, we suppose. Evi-

dently it is thooght that ity years will not be too much
for the crushing out of Bolshevism. Moreover, after such
s poriod of occupation history teachos us t anticipate
that the occupying I'owers will consider it inexpedienti
to withdraw, Ireland, kgypt aud India ali stand as
landmarks calling us to this conclusion.

To this pass has eapitalism brought us. KEurope,
neutral and belligerent alike, is siarving: mot a household
fa our country, or say other bat mourns some .of its
members who Jost their lived in the last war; and the
world, jn order to malotaia the capitalist system,
stdnds on the threshold of & time of still more extoasive
war.

British worker% which side are you on in the Iater:

pational Civil W
B. Sylvia Pankhurst.

Two Civilizations.

History always and everywhers trained rural and
frban man as two psychologically entirely different types;
and this difference waxes ever deeper, for the clty rushes
caward with the speed of Achilles, and the village is no
faster than the tortoiss.

The dweller of the village Is a creature preeminently
zoological, a being gaining bread dy toiling like a galley-
tlave from the first days of spring till late automn, In
erder to sell the greater part of that bread and to eat
up the smaller ia the cold, aceursed days of winter.

" No doudt «the living gold pf glorious fields» Is lovely
in summer, — but in autumn,. jhe naked earth, siripped
of its liviag gold, again exacis galley-slave labour, aghin
fruitiessly Svains the strength of man.

This man ia enslaved o thp last, inwardly and oat-
wardly, by the forces of patuge, — he dofs not struggle
against them, bat merely fits Wmgelf to them. The short-
lived results of hls labour do jot and cannot inspire him
with delf-respect, with respec jowards his owa creativo
forco. Of all the -work of his bpnds, earth knows only &
heap of straw, and a dark, clgse, thalch<overed hut.

" The peasant’s work is bard| beyond measurc, and this
harddess together with the fukility of iis resalts, parti-
oularly — and perfectly paturhlly — decpens the dark
iastinet of property in tho peasant’'s soul and makes it

noarly unassailable, This instiodt is nearly unapproachable

%0 the fnfluence of that teachink, which counts property,
acd not the jest of the Dovik and Eve at the oxpense
of dullish Adam to be the origfnal sin of man. .

- When 1 hear of <bourgeows» civilization, I have to
think -of the civilization of . the village, — i ono can
unite the two potions villagq and civilization, mearly
lncomplIblo in their spiritual essence. Civiiization Is the
process of the crpation of idead their incarsation in the
shape of books, mmchings, sclentific instruments, pictures,
beildings; monuments, — Ia the shape of varieus objecls

that, crystallizations of ideas, serve to wake to life others
and Increasing in quantity, spread in concentric circles,
embracing an ever wider sphere, endeavouring to seize
and discover the secret rauscs of all its phenomena.
Such civilization is not brought forth by the village, the
village sets itsel{ monumenis only la the shape of words—
in the shape of tales and wongs, and saylogs. Yes, the
sorrowful songs of the village are very touching, their
wis\ful lyrism would, one should think, move a stone —
and jyet, stomes are not movdd by songs, neither are
men. Doubtlessly there is much 'sad poetry im the village
that oft2n draws us into soptimental mistakes — but the
proso, tho still animalic-epic prose of the village is
in I1s being as well as in its dimensions jmmeasurably,
more significant. The village idyll recedes out of motice
before the drama of every-day pcasant life.

Compared to the passive, hall-dead psychology of the
old Y village the city bourgdoisie fa a certain stage ap-
pears as & most preclous crentive principle, as that strong
acid folly capable of dissolving the apparently yieMing,
in reality iron sounl of the moozhik. The ignorance and
backwardness of the village can be conquered only by

‘science and large scile sociajistic husbandry. A wondrous

number of sgricuitural machines must be manufactured,—
only these can convince the moozhik, that property is a
chain that binds him like a beast; that it iy harmful in
the spirit, that unreasonablo labour is improduciive and
that only reason, disciplined by science add blessed by
art, can be an honoured guide om the road 1o 'Uberty
and happiness.

The townsman's work is wonderfully varied, monu-.
mental, everlasting. Out of tlumps of soil, burmt into
bricks, the townsman builds. palaces and churches, out
of shapoless lumps of irom ¢re he creates machines
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astenishingly intricate. He has already subjected the
forces of nature to his high aims, they serve him, as
the jions of Eastern fairy talis serve the wizard who
entbralled them by the force of his mind. The town-
dweller has created an atmosphere of reason around
himself, he constantly sees his own will incarnated io a
variety of divine things, In thousands of books and
pictures, where by pen and brush the great torments
of his soul bis dreams and hopes, his love and
hate are fixed for ever,— his limitless soul unquenchably
barning with the thirst of new ideas, new doings, new
forms. ‘ _

Even when politically a slave, the townsman Is still
inwardly free —and it is by the force of this ioner
freedom that be destroys and builds up afrosh the forms
of social life.

Man of action, he created for himself a life harro-
wing highwrought, full of vice—but of beauty as well.'
- He Is the fountain of all soclal disease and corruption,
the creator of cruelty, hypocrisy and deceit, but — he
thereby creates the microscope that allows him to seo
with such clearness the lcast movement of his cverlasting
unsatisfied spirit. He has educated in his circle the
wizards of science, art, and technics,—wizards and sages
who untiringly strengtbhen and develop theso foundations
of civilization,

A great sinner before his peighbour and maybe, still
a greater one before his own solf, he /Is {he martyr of
his own aspirations, that, killing their begettor, bear
ever new joys and torments of being.

His spirit is like to accursed Ahasuerus,—he wanders
eover oa.into limiiless futare, somowhere to the heart of the

Cosmos, Into the deserts of the universs that he is called,
maybe, to replete with-the emanatioas of his energy,
creating what is unattainable %o the conceptions of, to-
day's rpason. ’

For the Intelligence the developmunt of civilization
is important ia ftself, witbout respect 12 its. resijta, fog
intelligence in itself is Lefore all an spparition of civills
gation, tho most intricale and mysterions phencmenocn of
pature, the organ of its self-recoguitions )

For the Instincts only the utilitariut resnlts of civili<
zation are of import — only what augments external
well-being, even if it be a humiliating lie. )

For this reason vow, when the roused instinots of
the villago must [nfallibly enter into a struggle with the
intellectual forces of the city, whea town-civilization —
the fruit of centuries-old activity of the intellectual prin-
ciple (that comprises thc factory workor 100) Is in danger
of being destroyed or hindered in its process of develop-
ment, — now, theso intellectual olaments must rovise
their customary stiitude towards the viliage.

A «peoples does mot exist — only classes exist. Tho
working class untijy mow was the crpator of "material
values — it now wants to take active yart in spirftual,
intellectual work. The majority of the ryral masses strive
at all costs to strengthen their porition of ownerson tho
land — they roveal no other aspirations '

One and the same task looms before the intellectuals
of all countries, pf the whole world: to give their cnergy
to that class, that ensures tho further development of the
process of civilization by its psychical qualities, and that:
is fully capable of speeding up the timg of that procesx’

Maiim Oorkl

o boreos of £ Bomo Jiomotiong®

In my article ,The Third Internziional, its Place
in Historn" (vide ,The Communist Intcrnational,®
M 1, of May 1-st 1919) | have drawn asttention to
one of the most prominent phenomena of the
failure of the old, roitca Corne lnternational®. This
bankruptcy of the theorists of reactionary socialism
who are incapable of grasping the idea of proletarian
dictztorship found expression in the proposal of the
Germaa ,Ind:peadent® Social Democrats to combine,
unite, reconcile bourgeois parliamentarism with
soviet power.

The most prominent theorists of the old Inter-
national, Kautscy, Hiiferding, Otto Bauer etc. did
not realise that thcy were proposing to combine
dictatorskip of the bourgeoisie with dictatorship of
the prolcicriat,

hese men who had made a name and won the
sympathies of the workers by preaching class war,.
by expounding its absolute necessity, did aot, ~ in

the crucial moment of the struggle for socialism—
understand that they were givinglup the entire
doctrine of class war root and branch, and were
in fact going over to the bourgeols camp when
attempling to combine bourgeois dlcmorsgip with-
pro'ctarian dictatorship. . :

This sounds improbable, yet it is & fict.

Havirg by good fortune reccived 'a fair quantity-
of forcizgn papers, thouzh not consccutive numbers®
— we are now id a position to reconstruct, if in--
compiuiely, the hixtory of the wvacillitions of the
Sinccpendants® with regard to the principal theoretic
and practical questions of the prezint day.  The
question we c3oak of is that of the relolioaship bes
twecn dictatorship (of the pzolstariit) and «zmo-
cracy (c@ tie bourgeaisle), i. e. betwedn soviet powes
and bourgeols pariiameniariam. . ’

In l:issamp let on the Dictatorslip of the Pro<
letariat® (Vienna, 1918) Mr. Kautsky states that.
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+ the soviet organiiation Is one of the most
important phenomena of opr time. It pramises to play
& prominent role in the garat decisive batile between
., capital and {abour-that we are about to witnecss®
(vide ﬁ 3 of Kautsky’s pauiphlet). He goes on to
say that the bolsheviks have made a mistake in
tracsforming the soviets from a ,fighting organisa-
tlon® of one ,class® into a (state organisation, for
they thus have ,destroyed democracy® (ibid).
1* In my booklet Proletarian Revolution and Rene-
gade Kautsky® (Petrograd and Moscow 1019) | have
examined this argument of Kautsky's in detail and:
have shown that it exhibits :a complete disregard of
the very principles of Marxig} doctrine on the State.
For the state (any state, democratic republics not
excepted) is nothing but a mechanism for the op-
pression of one class by another. To define the
soviets as fighting organisations of one class and
to den.y them the right to become a ,state organi-
sation® means, in fact, to ditavow the very A. B. C.
of socialism, to proclaim on defend the inviolability
of the bourgeols mechanisin for oppressing the
proletariat (i. e. the bourgeois-democratic republic,
the bourgeois government); it means, in fact, to go
over to the camp of the botirgeovisie.

The absurdity of Kautsky's position is so evident,
and the working masses insistent demand for
soviet power so0 strong, lh:} Kautsky and his follo-
wers could but retreat sharhefacedly, for they pro-
ved incapable of honestly avowing their mistake.

On the 9-th of February, 1919 the ,Freiheit®, the
organ of the ,Independent® (independent of Marxism,
but wholly dependent upon perty-bourgcois democracy)
social democrats of Germany published an article
'by Mr. Hilferding who already demands the trans-
formation of the soviets into state organisations, but
along with a bourgeois parlinment. with the National
Assembdly. On the 11-th bf Sebruary the whole
s»independent Party® (in cohsequence, Mr. Kautsky
also, who thus refutes his stalement made in the au-
tumn of 1918) in its appeal to the proletariat of Ger-
mlnﬁ; &dopts this scheme.

is attempt to combine dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie with dictatorship of the proletariat is a
complete renunciation of Marxism and of socialism
as such, complete oblivion }p the experience of the
Russian mensheviks and .SJ{‘;‘.I revolutionaries® who
from the 6-th of ar 1917 tup to the 25-th of Oc-
tober, 1917 (qld style) tried the ,experiment* of
combining the soviets as . statc organisation® with
bourgeois statesmanship — and ignominiously failed
in this experiment. . .

At the party congress of the ,Independents®
early. in March 19i9)" the whole party took up
this scheme of tombining ilc soviets with bour-

is parliamentarism. Hojvever, on April 13-th

919 the Freiheit (N°178, suppleinent) reports the

Independents® td have propgsed the following reso-
utiog at ‘the 2-nd Congress pf Councils:

5 The Second Congress ¢f Councils adopts the plat-

form of the sovied system. jIn accordance with it the

litical ‘and evonomic orpanisation of Germany has

q be based on soviet power. The councils of work-
men's deputies are the acknowledged organs represen-

the labouri lation in -all the
polical and. economle Hew o ¢
Moreover, the same party’ submitted to -the con-

gress a project of., | divectives®- where
Siher Silnga we ready T ere Smork

res of

Al Politlul power belongs to the Corigréss “of
Councils®... .The right to elect and to be elected intq
the councils belongs, without difference of sex, to those
who do Socially necessary and useful work, without
exploiting the labour of others®.., D

Thus we see what pitiful pet‘tjy bourgvois the
sindependent® leaders have proved to be, wholly
dependent upon the philistine prejudices of the most
backward part of the population. In autumn 1918
these leaders, by the mouth of Kautsky, opposed any
transformation of the soviets into state organisations,
In March 1919 they surrendereg this position, ploddin
in the rear of the working masses. In.April 191
they overthrew the decision of their own congress
and unconditionally adopted the position of the com-
munists: ,all power to the soviets .

Such leaders are not worth much. No leaders are
needed to voice the sentiments of the most backward
part of the prolctariat, leaders marching behind
and not at the head of the vanguard. 'Leaders so
lacking in principle, changing their watch-words at
a moment’s notice arp worth very little. We cannot
Kl:cc confidence in them. They will always be a

llast, » negative quantity in Lthe fabour movement.

The most ,radical* of them, one Mr. Daumig,
argued as follows (Freiheit, 9 1ll) 6n the party
congress:

.+ . Daumig declares that nothing separates him from
the demand of the cofmmunists: LAl power to the
councils of workmen’s deputies.® But he has to protest
against the coup-d'état policy carried on by the com-
munist parl{, against the byzantinism they exhibit with
regard to fhe working masscs, instead of educating
them. The tactics of wrath and discord cannot lead to
progress. . .*

~ Coup-d'état policy the Germans call what 50 years

ago the old revolutionaries in Russia used to call’
oflares®, _letting up flares® that is, arranging small
conspiracies, attempts at assassinations, risings and
s0 on.

However, in accising the communists of .riotism
Mr. Daumig only proves his ,byzantinisme®, his sub-
servience to the philistine prejudices of the petty
bourgeoisie. The .radicalism~ of those tike him
who only repeat a ,fashionable® slogan out of cowar-
dice before the masses, without understanding the
revolutionary mass movement, is not worth a
ha'penny.

A mighty wave of strikes is sweeping over Ger-
many with elemental force. Germany is experiencing
an unheard-of widening. of the proletarian otrugg:,es,
evidently surpassing the Russian events of 1905
when the strike movement had attajned "a hitherto
unequalied height. To speak of .flare - popping® in
the face of such a movement means to be a hopex
:;s: platitudinarian and a slave to philistine preju-

ices.

Messrs the Philistines with Daumig at their head
probably dream of a revolution (if ther have any
1dea about revolution in their heads at sll) in-which,
the fully organized masses ‘would nise simultane-

ously.

Syuch revolutions do not exist, nor can they exist.
Capitalism were not capitalism did it not keep.mil-
lions of workers, the great majority of them, in subs
Le:tlon, fear, need and ignorance. Capitalism cannot

overthrown except. by a revolutiop which in the
course of the struggle rouses the hitherto wntouched

masses. Elemental explosions :ate. ineyitable as
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revolution progresses. There never was nor will be
any revolution without it. .

That the communists favour disorganised upheavals
is a lie of the sarhe sort as the one we have heard
so often from the |mensheviks and social revolutio-
naries. The communists do not favour unorganised
tisings, do not stand up ‘for isolated riots. The
communists teach the masses to advance in good
time, in thorough, one-souled ripe organisation. No

hilistine slander of Messrs Daumig, Kautsky and
. can change this fact.

But the philistines are unable to understand that
the communists consider it their duty — and quite
correctly too — to be with the struggling masses
of the oppressed, and not to stand by with the
cowardly onlookers, heroes of the petty bour-
geoisie. When the masses fight, mistakes are una-
voidable. The communists realisc these mistakes,
open the eyes of the masses to them, endeavour to
correct them, unswervingly uphold conscious aclion
against elemental manifestations. And all the time

they remain with the masses. It is better to be.

with the fighting masses gradually freeing themselves
from mistakes as the struggle progresses, than to
be on the side of the so-called intellectuals, the phi-
listines, Kautsky-adherents, wRo stand by and
wait for ,complete victory®. — Such is the truth
Mr. Daumig is incapable of grasping.

All the worse for him and tho<e like him. They
already figure in the history of the proletarian world
revolution as cowards, reactionary- snivellers, yes-
terday Scheidemann'’s licgemen and to-day preachers of
»30cial peace?; and it hardly makes a difference whether
this preaching is hidden under the slogan of a combi-
nation of the National Assembly with the Soviets or
under a profound condemnation of ,riotism

Mr. Kautsky has beaten the record in replacing
Marxism by reactjonary bourgeois snivelling. He
sounds but one cord: he mourns over what is taking
place, complains, weeps, is horrified, preathes re-
congiliation. All his life this Knight of the Woeful
Countenance wrote on class struggle and socialism,
but when it came to the climax of the class struggle,
to- the eve of socialism, our wiseacre lost himself,
burst into weeping and showed himself to be a very
ordinalz tﬁhilistine. In e 98 of the .Arbeiterzeitung
(April 9-th 1919, morning edition), the organ of the
Vienna traitors of socialism, of the Austerlitz’, Renners
and Bauers, for the hundredth, if not for the thou.
sandth time Kautsky sums up his lamentations:

... economic reasoning and economic under
standing — thus he whines — is gone from the brains
of all the classess. ‘... The long war has accustomed
wide layers of the proletariat to a complete disregard of
economic conditions and to firm belief in the omnipotence
of violence...» :

. These are two little items of our ,very learned*
man. Worship of violence and failure of pro-
duction — this is what makes him take recourse o
habitual, traditional, petty-bourgeois snivelling, instead
of analyzing the actsal conditions of class struggle.

sWe expected — he writes — that revolution would .

come as a pesult of proletarian class struggle”...
‘l:rt revolution -has come owing to the military
faifure of the txisting system, in Russia, as well as
in (.Seﬂ:::y

a er words, our wiseacre .expected a
pescatil revolotion!: That is exogllent! .

But Mr. Kautsky has lost himself to suck an
extent as ta forget what he himself wrote when he
was a Marxist, 1. e. that the war wiil .to all likely
hood bring about a revolutign. Yet now, instead of
soberly and fearlessly analyzing which forms . of
revolution are inevitable owingto the war, our .tbey
oretician® mourns over his‘)shattered lexpectations®,

. .. Disregard of the economic cojditiorns by wide
layers of the proletarigt®! )

What pitiful nonsensel How well do we kiow
this petty-bourgeois tune from the menshevik papers
of the Kerensky eral

Kautsky the economist has forgottefi that in &
country destroyed by war and brought to the very
brink of ruin, the chief, fundamental ,econoaunic
condition® is to save the workman. ¥f the working
class will be saved from death by starvation, from
outright ruin, it will be possible to, start on the
restoration of preduction. But in order to rescue the
working class e require dictatorship of the prole.
tariat which is only means to prevent the burden
and consequences of the war being rolled oa to the
shoulders of the workmen. ’ .

Kautsky ‘the economist Has ,forgotten® that the
question of who is‘to bear Jhe burden of defeat is
solved by class struggle;- that class struggle of
necessity changes its forms lin the surroundings of
a totally worn out, wrccl{ed, starved and ruined
countrv. It is a class war ny longer for a fair share
in production, for the management of production
(since production is at a standstill, coal there is
none, the railroads are out of repair, the men out
of hand, the machines wora out and 50 on); it is a
struggle for salvation from 'hunger. Ouly fools — be
they ever so learned® — can under such conditions
.censure® tite ,consumers’ soldiers'$ communism
and superciliously enlighten the workers on the,
importance of production. ' ’

First and foremost the workman has to be saved.
The bourgeoisie wants to keep its privileges, to roll
all the consequences of the war on to the shoalders
of the worker and this spells starving the working
clasg to death. _

" The working masses want to save themselves
from starvation. That is why they' first have to
overthrow the bourgeoisie, to ensur4 consumption
first, if but the very scantiest, for atherwise they
will not be able to drag on their hal{«tarved lives,
to keep body and soul together till the .noment whet
production can once more be reneweg, B

-Think of production!® the wellYed bourgeois
says to the famished workman, weakeried by hunger,
and Kautsky, repcating this refrain of -the capitalists
under cover of ,ePenomic science is but a henchman
of the bourgeoisi. 4 e

The workman savs: let the boyrgeoisie live on
half rations, in orde: that the workers: may recovefy
and not perish. Consumers’' communism® is “the.
only means of rescuing the workman. Nor- can we
stop at any sactifices in order to sava: him! Half a

und to the capitalist, a pound to th* workman —
hat is how we ‘have to get out of theTamine period,
out of destruction. The consumption .= the famished
workman is the basis and condition on;he restocation
of proguction. :

Clara Zetkin quite rightly accused Kautsky of

lippiug dowa te beurgeols politeral ecomonmy.

ni-,u.. ix for man, net man for produstion,..:
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" The same dependence upon the prejudices of the
small bourgeoisie does the independent Mr-Kautsky,
reveal when he mourns over the ,worshig of brute
force®. When as early as 1914 the bolsheviks pointed
out that the imperialistic war would changs into
civil war, Mr. Kautsky kept silent, sitting in the
same party with David and Co who declared this

phecy (and this watch-word) to be ,insanity”.

autsky altogether failed to understand the inevi-

- tableness of the imperialistic war being superseded

by civil war and now he blames both parties to the

civil war for his own lack of understanding! Is

this anything else but a specimen of reactionary
philistine duliness of mind? .

But if in 1914, failure to understand that imperia.
listic war had inevitably to be followed by civil war
was merely dullness, now, in 1919, it is something
far worse: it is” treason to the working class. For
civii war in Russia and Finland and Latvia and
Germany and Hungary is a fact. Hundreds and
hundreds of times has Kautsky in his former writings
acknowledged that there are historical perinds when
class struggle must needs turn into civil war. This
has taken place and Kautsky has been discovered
in the camp of the wavering, cowardly small bour-

geoise. ,

w « » - The spirit animating Spartacus is in the cssence
the spirit of Ludendorft.;. Spartacus will achieve not
only the ruin of its own work, but a strengthening of
the policy of violence on the part of the socialists of
the majority. Noske is the antipode of Spartacus.”

These words of Kautsky (taken from his article
in the Vienna ,Arbeiterzeifung®) are so indescribably
dull, ignoble and irfamouq that it suffices to point
ones finger at them. A party which suffers such
leaders in its midst is & decayipg party. The Berne

Infernational® to which Mr. Kautsky belongs has to
be valued by us at what it is worth, from the point
of view of these words of Kautsky's, as a yellow
International.

—— o

As a curiosity | wish to quote from the argument.

that on the question of the coloni¢s he proposed a
resolution according to which ,the League of Na-
tions, orgamsed according to the project of the Inter-
national ... has for its task, until socialism be
réealised (markl)... to govern the colonies in
the first place in the.interest of the natives and iIn
the second place in the interest of all the nations
united in the League of Nations ... .

Is it not a pearl? Until the realisation of socia-
lism, according to the resolution of that wiseacre
the colonies will be governed not by the bourgeoisie,
but by some kind Mhttle, just little, sweet little
oLeague of Nations|*

Is his argument anything else but the vilest capi-
talistic hypocrisy nicely raintcd up? And these are
the .radical* members of the Berne ,International®...

To enable the reader to better compare the whole
dulness, lowness and vileness of the writings of
Haase, Kautsky and associates with the real state
of affairs in Germany, | wish to add one more short
quotation.

The well-knopvn capitalist Walter Rathenau has
gublished a booklet on .The New State® (Der neue

taat). The booklet is dated March 25-th 1919, Its
theoretic value is nought. But as an observer Walter
Rathenau has to acknowledge the following:
¢. . . We, the nation of poets and thinkers are in
our spare hours. : . philistines.
w + « ldealism now exists only among the extreme
monsrchists and the Spartacists. . .
»e « - The unadorned truth is that we arp on the
;3“:'.5 t: dictatorship, proletar’an or pretorian™ (pp. 29,

This bourgeois evidently deems himself as inde-

ndent of the bourgeoisie, as Messrs. Kautsky and

aase think themselves' independent of the small
bourgeoisie and of philistinism.

Yet Walter Rathenau ranks two heads above
Karl Kautsky, for the latter snivels, and shrinks from
the ,unadorned truth® like a coward, while the for-
mer openly acknowledges it.

of Mr. Hasse on the ,Intérnational in Amsterdam*® K. Lesia.
. (oFreiheit®, 4. V. 1919.) Mr. Haase prides himself 2, V. 1919,
]

Soclal Domacracy as an

The stronger official social democracy is in 8 country,
the worse off ls the proletariat. That can now be consi-
dored a well-established axiom. Ceteris paribus, it fs:
undoubtedly the case.

~ Why is the proletarisa revolulloa in Germany being
born under such tremendous difficulties? WAy must the
proletariat thore wrestle for power inch by inch, at the
price of rivers of workmen's blood? Why are the com-
munists there pressed 50 hard?

‘The answer b cledr. It s chiey because in Geo.many
e old oficial social democrycy, that has now completely

Instruzont of Rogslion,

[}
and entirely gone over to the side of the bourgeoisie,
was particularly strong. :

Tho old official social democracy has become the instru-
ment of bourgeols reaction. This Is no mere polomical
pbrase, no exaggeration, it is the objective, we may say,
the aclentific, truth.

The most farsighted circles of the bourgeoisie recog-
nized it long ago. It has been particularly well under-
stood by the middle classes of Germany, the bourgeoisie
of that country, where class-struggle had gone furthest
during the last period of modern history.

In the very first .months of the war, the German
bourgeoisie had alrendy cloarly, realised that the German
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tocia) democrats were and would continue to be its chief
support. The idevlogisix of the Germian bourgeolsie saw
perfecily well that the jdea. of socialism was conquering
and was bound ta go on conquering ever wider sirata
of the German proletariat. Hence tho leaders of the
Germun bourgeolsie drew the conclusion, that they could
find no-betjer agent than official German sodialdemocracy
which, under the flag of soclalixm, defends the interests
uf the buurgevisie.

As far back a2 April 1915 there appaared in the
periodical el’reussische Jahrbnchers a remarkable article
on «Social Democracy and the World Wars. That journal
is known to be edited by the famous professor Delbrueck,
8 pillar of huurgeois reaction. It i3 the urgan of the
ecnlightencds conservative German hourgeosie. The most
far-seeing ideologists of the German middle-classes ranked
unil still rank among its collaboraturs. And that perio-
dical, as early as April 1915, not only exalied «its owns
social democricy, but went so far out of ifs way as to
quite openly. declare, that social democracy, for the more
sucressful saddling of the workers, had at all costs to
keep up & xhow of radicalism.

«It Is not necessary for uss» — thux the rticle runs
ethat official German social democracy opdnly show up
as it is,.i. . as a party of bourgrois reformism, an anti-
soclalist party. On the contrary, «wes wish German
scialdemocracy. to keep its socialist signboard, for other-
wise it will be unablo to successfully sustijin ity part
a sour agent to the cnls,

— oIt (i. e. German social democracy) his to keep its
character of a labour party with socialist idcpls. For the
day it will cease to do so, a new party will arise
that will take up the programme disowned by the
former and will give it a still mare radical
colour.s Thus wrote the author of the aboye-mentioned
article in Delbrueck’s journal (see pp. 30—idi).

Oficial social democrady has at all costs to main-
tain its radical apprarance, otherwisc a new party will
be formed that will carry the working njasses along.
We, the Delbruechs*of all the countties, need social
democracy 1o serve us a signboard, ar a pait for the
working men. Our agents, our Scheidemanns must by all
means drape themselves in the sociulist's toga, It is only
thus that they will suceced in getling the masses under

the thumb of the middie-classes, Otherwise the workmen .

will not believe them.

Thus rynically and openly was the questipn put by the
Jeaders of the German middie-classes as long ago us 1915,

Many an unweeded garden has run g secd since,
plenty of blood has been spilled. Tho working-class mo-
vement has meanwhile entored upon & different phase
of development. The proletarian revolution ih Russia has
conquered, tho proletarian revolution in Germany fs .on
.the road to victory. One thing only bas remained, and
that is the reactionary role of official Gérman social
democracy. This «Social Democracys has rémained true

el o e b

10 itself, nor has tho atutude of the Iou‘lvm ‘of thd bour-
geoisic towards it undergone an alterution,

In 1915, when the article wo quote o was writiep,
Scheidemann and ks assoclales stood, formally at loast,
in the ranks of the «<non-compromising- opposition in
the German Reichstag. Now, in 1919, the Scheideann
party is at tho helm of the Germun <tato, he himxelf
Is holding the oflice of I’renier, and Gernany is ofiicially
called a esocialistics republic. And yet, the hourgcoisio
is, now as ever, staking all its hopes evin upon Scheide-
mann and his party.

The 24-th of April issuc o1 the cAntral organ of
German  socfal-democracy, the «Vorwiiktss contuing u
remarkable article bearing the litle «\gdeant Consairst
A letter of warning at the eleventh hovirs,. The author
of the article is no common mortal,  buj Freibere Karl
Schenk von Schwelnsberg. ‘It is not an «;'-lin-.lry article—
fv.i8 w manifesto of the’ tierman houggevisie. In this
article we read:

«it we wish W save Germany from 1Be Russian Soviet
system built up on the principle of «adl the power to
the Suvietss, there is one thing Ieft for us 0 do; we oar-
scives have to supply the German workindn with'a rational
suviet system, with a system under \hich the soviets
would be a Second Chamber, side by side ¥ith the National
Assembly, amd would represent the “stcrests of the prole.
triat in all questions. Thus we would sicceed not only in
establi<hing a certain balance of power, but perbaps even
in obtaining a predominance of the ‘honrgeois parties. s

The high-born author concludes -his] manifesto  with
the words:

«Summing up, 1 wish jo say thut _the vnly way for

-us 1o couquer Communism is, fivatly, 19 obtain foud-sup-

plies and raw materials from abroad apd, secomdly, to
set up o purcely socialistic government that will bnmedia-
tely Introduce a soviet system working hand in hand
with the present German National Assembly.»

It is impossible to- bo wmore lucid; By a epurely
socialistics goverment Freiberr Karl Schisik von Schweins-
herg of course means a government i} social domocrats
of the Schicidémann brand, By the meuth of this frank
bourgeois the whole of the Gierman midule-class confisses
that in the Germuny of to-day, aflame with c}\ll war,
they can savo their power only by means “gnd with
the help of & «purely socialistics govéim ment of sorial
democrats,

The surroundings bave changed, the vonditious are
diffcrent, but the German hourgeoitie fuls tho same stake
on official German soclal demecracy nuw as In the years
1914 — 1918, And the bourgpoisio Is qujt¢ right. If unyone
can rescge it from utter oollupse or ever raorely posipone
its ruin, it is the party that _stiD 'enjory the confidence
if only of & small part of backwani workmen. And such
a party is official soclal-democracy.

Tho strugilo against. the old ghvernmental social
democracy under prescnt circumstances meuns struggle

against the bourgeoisie.
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What we have said abowe ulout gocial dcmocracy holds
true not onls of the so-called majority faction. In ita
essence It undoubtedly applics to the leaders of the
«indopendents social-democsats, the so-called socialistic
«centres, Loty German and Freoch, as well.

Lot us cast a glance a1 the pamphlet of one of the
best-known lcaders of the ectntres, Kautsky. The pamphiet
deals with the «l'roblems of the Proletarian Revolutions
and contains several articts Ly that renowned theorist
of tho «indcpendents socialists of all countries. When
perusing the booklet one ‘learly realises that Fretherr
Schenk and his friends gre, quite right in setting all
their hopes on the socialdemocratic party.

In the beginning of Jiunuary Kautsky published an
entire  «I'ogrammo of Socmalistic Transformations. The
procrammo beging as follows:

A «On the 9-th of Noveipber 1918 the proletariat of
tiermany attained to political pomers.

Could anyone imagine # lic more monstrous thar the
une contnined in these few words? I the beginning of
Junuary 1919 none but thd hlind could help sccing that
political power in Germany was actually in the hands of
the Lourgcolsie, leaning for its support upon its agents,
1he official sorial democraty,

Agaln, in the end of Dec¢mber 1918, tho 'same Kaut~ky
writes in another article which he calls the «Intensifica-
tion of the Revolutions:

«Military aristocracy, til{ iow standing in the way of all
plouress, has beon overthruwy, but the old administra-
Jn and governmental mjchinery continues to work
in state and army». (The dtalics are mine).

Kautsky cannot shut bis syes to the fact that all the
vid officials have remained In their places, that the go-
vernment apparatus continmes to be in the hands of the
properticd classes. Dut noti in vain Is Koutsky the valet
of the German bourgeolsice J19 immediately proceeds to
demonstrate «scientificallys-— the necessity of preserving
the old bourgeois hnd bureaucritic mechanism. He writes:

— «\Wo hai to choose veiween destroying that appa-
ratus at one blow and thu: rendering (1) demolilisution,
administrative activity of the Stato and all (I!) social
life impossible, or keoping it and preserving along with
it the foundations of that old regime (the italics nre
mine) that has plunged us ¢nto un abyss, and thus limi-
ting the revolution to a tomporary change of roics. In
this desperate circumstance twe workmens and soldiers’
counclls came to our ald. hunks to whose control the
old statc machinery conld coptihue work without provoking
a counter-revolutions.

The import of this long snd Intricate tirade is obvious:

— The officials and buseapicrats of the middle-class
thust on 0o account be removed. The whole governmen-
tal apparatns has te remais in the old hands; otherwise,
you see, it will be impossille to carry through demobili-
sation, social life will be desorgmaised: why, in fact, the
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track of dooin were near. That Is why «tho foundations
of the old regimes are-left untouched, aud the workmen's
and soldiers’ councils have to serve only as a fig-leaf
the old mechanism.  The working masses of Germany
can be satistied with tho pretence, that the councils
exercise e«controls over ihe old state apparatus. The
workmen can be fed with lying phraces abont the pro-
letariat of Germany alrcads haviog seized political
power on the 9-th of November 191%,

One can go no further in loyalty to the bourgeoisie!

The working masses of Germany demand the immediate
socinlisatlon of the most important branches of industey.
left to itself, tho bourgeoisio could never have success-
fully opposed thc onslaught of the German working
masses. But what are the «indopendents and dependent
social democrats there for, if not to help the bourgeoisie
in such cmergencies?

Tho leader of| tho eindependents social democrats,
Karl Kautsky, in his pamphiet on the «Programme of
Socialist Transformations, alrcady referred to, advocates
buying ont  the capitalists when soclalising their entor-
prises.  «The expropriation of the socialised enterprises
has tu take place by means of compensation, not of con-
fiscation. Justice demands it (!), for confiscation necessu-
rily affects the individual capitalist and not the class as a
whole: nor does it hit ooly the capitalists, but the small
proprictors as wells,

Really, we do not know what is lo astonish ux more,
Kautsky's unsophisticatedness, or his shamelesiness, As
if he were a little child, not understanding that in some
way or other we can single out the small proprictor and
assure hin oxistence, that is useful to the state. As if
even the most commonplace workman did not see that it
is exactly the capitalist class that is smittea by ton-
fiscation, and not the individual capitalists.

Tt fisten further. Let us suppose that socialisation vn
the principle «f «fair compensatione (remember the «fair
evaluations of the Nussian constitutional derivocrats) has
been carried through, Whom, do yon think, will socialised
industry be managed by Do yon believe, by the workmen?

Nothing of the Kkind! Kaatsky, the leader of the «inde-
pendents socinlisiz, propose« the fullowing programmme:
«The boards of the syndicates have to consist of:
one fourth of representatives of the capitalists, one fourth
of the workinen's councils, one fourth of the organised
consumerr of the| branch of industry in question, I. e. of
manufacturers, If that branch of inddstry produces the
means of production, and of the cooperative socletirs
sod communities, if It produces articles of -consumption.
The fourth has to he formed by the represcotatives of
the Govérnment who would give oxpression te. the inte-
rests of the wholes,

Translating this into plain language, with the presert
distribution of forces in Germany, this would mean that
the management of soclalised indusiry would be, by one
haif at least, porbaps evon by throe fourths, in the hands
not of the working men, but of the bourgeoisie and it
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adalators. Could the German middle-cluss, under the pre-
sent circumstances, have found a better agent than Kautsky?

And thus with regard to cach problem Kautsky
adopts the bm:r:’nmmo of the bourgeoisie, and not that
of the proletariat at all. v

Take, for instance, the annulment of the war loans.
Every Nonest workman understands that, unless the loans
contracted by the ruling class for the purposo of carrying
on sensoless slaughter for five years, are cancelled, he
will be unablo to disentangle himsellf from delt, from
taxes; ho will bo unablo to free himsell from the sharp
claws of hunger. Tho bourgeoisic, of course, is of a dil-
ferent opinivn. They contend that in «dccent soclety» one

always pays ono's debts. They think: what are the work-:

meu for, if not first to perish Ly the millions on
the battle-ficlds for tho interests of the financlers and
later, when the butchiery has come to an und, o 5o on
paying for half a century the debts incurred $A order to
carry on that butchery. What has Kautsky, the principal the-
orist of the «independent» party, to say on this soro point?

— «Tho sume arguments that apply to compensation
hold true with regard to a simple aunulment of the war
louns as well. Begides the demands of justice (1!) wo
have to point out bere that umtil its final socjalisations
capitalistic production will yet have to play an impor-
1ant-part. Furithermore, we are still surrounded by capi-
talistic  countries, we .stand in urgent need "of food
and raw materials, and in the immediate future these can
only be obtained by means of loans. The stability B( credit
is therefore an indispensable condition of our-economic lifes.

Is there anything else the bourgeoisia could™ require
of Kautsky? He has proved tho necessity of sucking the
marrow out of the workmen to the last to pay tho war
loans with: he has demonstruted it wot only escientifi-
«Lllys, but ‘ethically, Uy tho interest of «justices! Sta-
bility of bourgeols credit within & soclallstic republic —
that is what Kautsky is aimiog at...

Xor i3 that all.

The order of the day (or the German® bourpeoisic at
the prescnt moment Is to set the masses of the popula-
tion sgainst the German communists. Tho l\mcr are re-
presented as baodittl, as lawless cut-throats. Thero is no
slander vile enough 1o give the Uourgeoisio pauso In
its persccution of the Gieraun communists. Now that' the
imperialists of thu Allics force upom the German na-
tion so vile and outrngoous a peace, it is natural that
tho batred of the German popular masses is primarily
directed against thu governments of the Allles. To
compare anyone 10 tho governments of the Allies means
to identify him with the worst cnemy of ‘the German
people. And yot Kautsky goes so far in his officiousoess
as 10 compare the German communists ‘to the govern-
ments of the allicd countries.

In his article vn the «Intensification of the: Revolu-
Uuss we have bufore quotod, Kautsky saya.

— «The goveraments of the conquerors are partisans

¢ 2=z P p—

of violrnce in exactly the same way as the Spartucus
group (11). Aud the victory of the lhtter in Germany
would mean renowal of tho war withithe Allied Powers.
lenin has already promised three milllon men and food-
supplios in plenty for this purpuse, tut o omits to say
where those armies and food-supplies art hidden in Russias.

\Whoover roads theso infamous woixs will agree with
us that Kautsky has not only renouiced the ideals of
revolutionary socislism, but has heconw a truo sycophant,
o chaiavd-up watch dog of the bourguoisie. A man who
talks himsol( inte saying such base whnis has dropped
to the lovel Leo Tikhomirev fell to wuen ho forsook the
revolutionaries and took service with orthodoxy and
autocracy.

You will find in Kautsky's writings the usual iricks
In the way of bundreds .f liutle clausts. He will tell you
that «the marxistic centre has simultpurcously to convince
the waveriog ones und draw: vut the trusting oncs to
criticism, while hecping in check the ignorant and inju-
diclous oness. He will unroll before Your cyds an fdyll
of «unitys with & war of idcan carried on within s
party, but o war that edors not breitk through vhe un-
divided proletarian front if it sums up t, the loR wing
stimulating tho right and the right wing restraining
tho left from injudicious stepss.

But all this is empty chattor which ean satisfy anly
the old wemen of -the «independent» party. In the main is-
sues Kautsky is at one with Scheidoipann. In his «[nten-
sification of the Revolutions he frukkly confesses -'that
«in this interpretation of the Intensifidation of revolution
we agree with tho shcialists of tho yajoritys We now
all (is that to say the butcher Noske included?) stand dn
the same marxist platforms. - ’

Our congratulations to Mr. Keotsky..,

* *
*

Tho «indepcudent» social democrats Lave now some-
what shifted -their position, They preteud to have hocomo
more radical. However, 10 trust Kauisky and his friends
would mean to trust Asev and Tikhomirov. And wo are
glad to say that our German commuoist frionds have for-
mod exactly tho same eslimate of the situation that we.
have. A fow days ago we rcad in an articlo of ono of
the most icfluontial German communists, comrado Hart-
mann, that the Gorman communists arc fully prepared
to stand up in armns if necossary, against any possiblo
rule of the «indepondents paurty. That is to say, tho Ger-
man workmen are fully aware of their duty...

"Offictal social democracy in all countrien and In all
its ramificutions, including the «indepeudents, has become
the instrumcnt of bourgcois reaction. We must wrest this
its last weapon from tho hands of ae bourgcoiste, ww
must break, wo mast anpihilate it. Yher that, the Jast
assault against the strongholds of tho . hourgeolsie will
not be so difficult after all...

A Zineviev.
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The International of Action.

The second International wax struck with apoplexy
and died in Augus( 1014, when the world war began,
It had long been leading a: *purions life. had become
weak wnd tottering. owing 4 the di~sintegrating tnberen-
lar tacillas of reformism. Extermally it was of imposing
stature, it counted many millions of proletarians among
ft« followers. Internally, howeier. beart, lung< and hlood —
evervthing that might have Went it strength and vigour
wie already affected and beginning to de-ay. Of the orlyi-
nal revolntionary sockalism ipthing bt a gemblance was
lef; nothing but hollow words resolutions, decisions fatedd
for vver to remain on paperl And from hehind this empty
semblance, the whole futilty of reformiam and social-
prtriotism sturedl one tn the <fuee,

The unprecedente < havships brought about by the
war made the xecond Interngtional crumble and moulder
uway. But very few of the social-democrntic parties —
the Wolsheviks of Russia in #he first instance — remained
true to their -ideals and foaght with all thefe micht
again<t the world war and for the destruction of the
sinful capitalistic axstem that had brought about the war,
The others, the majority, hegrayed everything timt they
had hitherto held saerd anacensidered hinding for them-
selvex, - The right wing of thy ~ocialista of Germany and
Austria sold themselves to $ie Kaiser, those of Franee
to Clémencesn. thdse of Engtand 10 Lloyd George, those
of America to Wilson. It wast only & <mall minority that
in those countries pleaded the cause of the proletariat,
Noclalists fought agninst soclnjists. workmen aguinst work-
men, murdering ono anothep whh patriotic
at the command “of their musiers, tho copitalistal The
leaders of the right soclalist swing proclaimed that alo-
fninable slanghter 1o he the kacred duty of the soclaliate!
And when the re\olnuonml xoclalists in Zimmerwald
unfurled- the banncr of revols against war.and capitalism.
they were ontlawed by the henchmen of capital and
by the hourgrois governments that had commonly pledied

cnthusiasm,

themselves by to deceive and  suldae the

proletariat,

Thus the second 'Internatiopal was killed hy its own
leaders, Il died in shame and disgrace the doath of the
coward and traitor. ¥acé to face with ine ipient world -
revolution the social-patriots, at the Berne eonferrnce
hastened to amnesty vne another and to try and’ breathe
interpational life into their own political corpse. They
feared o lose their power over the masses that now be-
can to go their own way — the way of revolution -— with-
out consulting their treacherons leaders,  But the yellow
internatlonal s deomed to failure, for it ix milt up
on the rotten amd unsound hasis of the past, of eciviv
praces and of patriotism, Their eall to rally once more
round the old bapner = answered by the verdict of
Wistory: «the Lord has judged yous.

Out of the ashes of the world war, out of the ruins
of the old international arises the new army of the fizh-
ting revolutionary working-class, the Third International.
The communist world-vongress in Moseow in the beginning
of March, with the partiipation of 1% socialist parties,
procliimed the Communist Internpitonal. which revived in
its main features the Zimmerwdld orientation. that had
but a temporary character. It chief tenets as well as
fts progranume av-% in close harmony with the. idcas and
principles that a5 upheld by the dommuniat parties in
Russia and Gernindy — those admirdble pioneers of revo-
Igtinnur_\‘ sorinlism.

The congress in Moscow was w historleal ovent, It
wives the starting-point for the tevolutionary proletariat
of the world, pathering for the great final strugyle
against capitalist * wage-siavery and moral bondage.
The class-conscious workmen all over the carth. ought
Josfully to welcome this event as the beginning of. a new
crs, of the golden age. of Jabour, right and liborty. The
International of Actign.is to-lead us there..

Z. Hoeglund® (Swedon).

pacred oath

sntantetxammmseelt
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The Swiss Party Programme

The Swiss Party Congress of December 1918 appolnted
a committeo that was to work out a new programme.
‘The committee received no instructions as 1o the mauner
in which the programme was to be revisod. Thero are
now two diverging points of view on tho matter. Tho
one domands ‘a completo revisal of the party-programme,
while the other upholds the opinion that only the sccond
part of it, the so called tcorking programme has to be
revised.

The Iatter point of view is supported chiefly by
comrado Robert Grimm in his pamphlet on the .Rovo-
lution and Mass Action“. He says: .Thus the laying
down of a new programme, as decided by the last
party congress, will be not 20 much a casc of altering
the present party programme, as of supplving it with
a commentary that would point out wchich demands had
to be placed forcmost in propaganda and practical
struggle“. In the suinmary to his pamphlet wo read
~While the previous, so called historical, partics were
consunied by the fivo of the world-war, the labour
“movement’ of Switzerland, since August 1914, has wit-
nessed aa unpruocedented development. Inteliect and
mctbods of combat have alike contributed towards its
progress. It weeds wo change in ils orienlation. lts
orientation Is that of the programme of the social demo-
cratic party, is Socialism as such®,

We cannot sharo his opinion. The world-war con-
flagration haa devourcd not only historical partier, f{t

bas also desiroyed tho Sccond Workmen's International.’

The fuct of the great social democratic parties of Ger-
many, France, Austria-Hungary and so forth havirg
in August 1914 ignored tho resolutions of ‘tho inter-
national socialist congresscs, voled war credits and
supported the world-war, has droused great disappoint-
ment among wido la{en of the population, The social
democrats of Switzerland were & party to this collapse.
Qur group In the Nutional Council not on)i voted for
money to ho granted for the mobilieation, but unani-
mously consented to the Federal Council being vested
with discretionnl powers, Such far-reachig support
offered by social democracy to the bourgeoisie has never
as yet becn witnessed -in any parliament.. Moreover, in
autunin 1914 the party agreed 10 make peace with
the bourgeoisie. The trazody of it is, that for a con-
siderablo linio we werc not even aware of our principles
baving bean thus ignominiously betrayed. We porceived
the mote in the eyes of our brethren abroad, but falled
10 notice the beam in our own.

We cannot pass this occurrence over without atten-
tion. The cavses of its having come .about must by
lavestigated. They are not to be 'sought in tho
persons, who weré: active at that time, nor in the
~peculior circumstances® of our country, ‘80 frequently
referred to, The collapse was an jnternational onc,
the cavscs wero tho same evorywlere. Tho excellonce
of our party. programmo couwld not save us from @
break-down. Hence it follows .that there was some-
thing wrong, that the orieniation was sn .errome-
ous One.

Io tho belligereot countrics dissension arose within
the organiscd proletariat, that Jed }o a 3plit from
the state-soclalists and called forth further splits into
factions. Soviet Hungary proves that jtLe road to usity
of prolctarian action sometimes lies above disscnsion
An investigation of the causes of the Jplits ‘shows that
it is not only & matter of diffierence of tactics. 7Those
who keep up with litezature and discugsions will obsegrve
that tliere oxist profound diversities of: aim,

Duriug the long period of peacoful jdevolopment that
lies behind ws, the pure socialist ilcackings as st
forth by Karl Marx and Friedrich Fkogols wore
adulteraied. Those polnte only of the! socialist docirine
wero continually being emphasized, which uppeared
acceplable 10 the bourgcoisie, Thus the rovolutionary
oscence, tho revolutionary soul of socialism was belug
more and more pushed to thy background and forgotien,
Socialist litcrature befure the war cnotains chiefly u
watery, Uleached socfalism that now makes It ro
very difficult for us to understand thp Jcssons of tke
prescat day. .

This international plhenomenon did aot pass Switzee-
land by. With us too the principles of soclalism were
boing .ndapted® to the circumstancls. Every siogle
pago of our party programme shows ,obvious ftraces of
adaptation 19 our .democratic insututions. The party
programme as @ whole breathes the &pirit of opportu-
nism; it is tho outgrowik of the erroncous concoption
that a slow but steady and calm growih juto the soclal
state was poscible. As a matter of course the programme
places class-struggle to the fore. DBut 1be practical
means suggested for carrying \hrough the elass-struggle
Erove that the suthor, coinrade (Xio Larg, was guidod

y the idea tbat soclalism could be introduced by
the prolotariat wicrely laking over tho old government.
institutions. )

Scclion 8 of tho party programme, dealing with
~Tho roud to socialism“, gives drastic expression to
this conception in the following passage: ,It is in this
direction that it (tho sccial democratic party) tries to
widen tho functiona of the Federation, the cantons and
4 boroughs*. And, furthicer: It demands increafed
participation In “tho leglslature and in wll branches of

‘administration in - order to develop the corresponding

fnstitutions on democratic lines and wake them subser-

‘vient -to the ends of progressing socialisation*. By these

words the author suggesis tho cooperalion of the soclal-
democrats with the bourgeoisio in the insiitutions ereated
by the Jutter for the proteciion of jta own clars-
intorests. Qur presont parly programme has for its aim
10 mcad the bourgools state, to patch it up. Yea, such
a masterpleco is this patching to be, that the ,.majority
of the people** will readily eatrust the master-menders
with the management of the bourgeois atute machine,
with governmental’ power. Thus i socidlism to be
realized, '

While in Switzerland Uis alm of the social demo-
crals as yet finds expression in tbeir programme only,
the  German ' majority’ socialists prolepaing” the mme
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Jleology, have suited thefaction to the word. They did  vrism. 1o this critieal essay he marks as the main
come into power afler the  thtober revolution, they did  feature of  bolsheviam, as contrasted 0 socialistic

tako over the bourgeois state with the whale biady of
administrative institmtions and oficiils of Wilhelm  the
Second’'s monarchy. They  avall  themse'ves of  that
bourgenis state mochinisme ang, like true  henchmen of
the hourzeoisie, they carey an the latter's business to
the detriment of the working, clagses. We have under-
stood long since, that this was a vrave mistake on the
part of the German majorily socjalists,  Azain, as in
1914, we see the mistahes of others, bat fail o
acknowledge our own wroiz loinze, for, you =er, we o
mot require Any new oricntation,

There i« na other ¥ay bt 1o go lack to what
NMarx and Engels wrote ¢n th's subject, In the preface
1o .the Commnnist Manifedtn we read as fllows: . Above
all the Commune has|pgpoved. that the working class
cannot almply take posseskion of an »xisting state machine
and set it guing for fts pwn purpo-e:. Tyis Important
correction to the Manifas'e In the curreamt conception
of marzian sacialism aas been expounded 1o mean
that Karl Marx was bherewith emphasizing the fea of
wradual cvolution as cxpressed in our prozamme, in
apposition to tho prolejarint's seizure of pocer.  This
in merely onc of the puuncrons adulicrationg of the
soclalist doctrine. The real interpretatiw  that Karl
Marx wishnd this rentenée t9 be givon appears from his
fetter o Kogelmann ofj April 13-th 1871, where he
writés: It you will loph up the last echapter of my
w1R-th Brumalre® you wjil see that I declare: the gt
attenpt of the Frenchirerolution will con:ist not in
a transfer of tho burnauciatic mechanism from one pair
of hands to another, as tv hitherto did, sbut in breaking
wp the machine (the Halle< arc by Marx), this being
an indisponsable condition for every meal prople’s revo-
lution®, The words to break up the borcaueratic and
military state inochani<m® mars one of thy chinf stages
in the dovelopment towarls the so-falistic end. The
commanists of Russia and tlungary have followed the
words of Marx, and thicy have been able to gstablish
prdletarian rule. The adherents of adulterated sicia-
“lismt bave caused the dowafall ol the Second Inter-
national. .Germany shows the frult such _socialism®! hears.

In thy ,,Wiener Arbeiterzeltung Dr. Max Adler
_putlishes 8 eritical analysfe of bolshevism and qommu-

communiam, owly the idea of proletarinn  dictatorship,
ot only with an abnezation of demacracy, but with
Steriorism® emphasized on principle. It seems 1o ue
that an accidental,  secondary  attribute of  balshevisin
has here becin mistahen for its decisive feature.  For
did not tho mast characteristic, really momentons trit
of  balshevism consist in Lenwin’s  breaking up® the
Russian  Wourgeois staty  apparatus and bailding up on
its ruins the proleturian rorict system, \he hitherto wn-
Enven new organ of  state power? That iz the  great
historieal deed of the bolshevike, A criti-al analysis of
lolshevism that  fails to mention this chiel pont is not -
only incomplete, but is bound 1o lead to false conclu-
sions.  That explains how  comrade  Dr. Adles who, by
the way, by the last part of his artivle proves himself
1 he an adfierent of Kantshy, a member of the central
party, can say that the only thing that diviles the
eamnunists  (holghevihiv  from the seclal demoerats s
Jbut a eomplex of tactical problems*. That would  hold
true only in ease §0 befors the appearance of the bhl-
shoviks in Russia  theg revolntionary social domoerat*
had not hisdden his eommunist fd-al* uader the bushel,
If the independents of Germaoy and  Austria and pnr
comrades of the contre of hindred mind now exclaim
for fear of bolghevism: [ \\We oo are commumsts, it is
only questions of taciics that stand between us*, no one
helieves them any more.

We stand face to face with the rulns of e Second
International. Before ne can take part In the vountruc.
tion of the new, Third International, we have to free
oursclves from the errors of tho one that has collapsed.
Thowe are crrors net only tactical, but tonching  the
very  esseace of the thing.  Never again  should
we  goclal  demorrats  renounce  our  principies and
support the middie-classes fn their struggle apainst the
interests of the workmen.

When working out the new programme -- which for
us can only ho a complete revical — these guestions
ko to be disenzsed, The soclal demoeratic party has to
alupl & e orientation. The teriets of the THirg Inter-
national are to he #1s basis.

Bugen Mucnch (Sxitzerlabd).

A Soviet Republic in Bavaria.

The firct question thM presents itsclf if one sets about
analpaing the chances fiir the development of the Soviet
Repuldic prociaimed at Junich in the beginning of April
Is, how do matters stand as to the arganisation of the
soviets In Bavaria. Fa, clearly, the proclamation of
Soviet government fn the capital of a country Is wea-
sonahlo only if local on-ans that can and will be insiru-
mental 1o the proletariat taking over the power in the
wheln country exiet everywhere.  That s to say. a Diet,
Ity meaibers, electoral districts and voters can be elimi-
mated oply if a capable soviet corgress and a whole

mechanism of dixteict, patish and factory councils can he
put in thelr placo. Illow. about this in Bavariia?

A clear unswer to th?s question I8 fyruisked by, the
first attempt to esfinblish a Soviet govermment In Ivaria
made at Munich aner the aseassination of Eisaner at the
end of February, as well a: by the form-in which this
event ok place. ‘Tho revolutionary provisional Central
Council, formed in the Arst days out of the s\roncly
radicalized  Munich councils, finmediately sammoned ®
weneral congress of the eounclls that was to invesy
the Central Councll with & mandate, thereby constituting
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ltscll as the supreme povernmental power. But the think, if only they wero Just a lillloimiolutinuuy-mlndod
councils’ congress abstaloed from this act, pronouncing and, above all, if only they .had agiilea of the organl-

ftsell not authorized to it (it us eay i-capable), and
re-summoned the Diet. _

The chief supporters of this resolution were, ol course-
the Kaiscr-socialisis represcnted ut the congress. ‘Their
oppurlunist arguments breught forth in defence of their
allitude, were, however, based on diffcrent motives than
thoso of, for instance, the North-Gierman Sc heidemannists
on the subject of the National Assembly, The true
representatives of edemocratics ideology among the
Bavariun social dewucruts were at that time excluded or
temporarily sct asido (\uer, the former ministor, Iloff-
miann, und Timm  n consequence - of the dissolution of
the diét, Franz Schmidt, the Jeader of the Munich trade-
unions, owing to his very disreputable attitnde at the
last negotiations - with the Munich workmen's council).
The remaining majority menmibers of the councils congress
were on principle wimost unanimously in favour of intro-
ducing the scviel system as state organisation (this being
the result of the working masses slowly, but surely becom-
ing more and more radical). The only thing thaf
prevented them voting for it was the point of view of
«Realpolitiks on the peculiar cconomic and soclal struc-
ture of Davaria, a country which, in their opinion, was
ill-adapted for the setting up of w soviet government,
This epinivp, for a considerablo prriod of time shared by
the independents, can not be denied seme actual foun-
dalivn. Bavaria is paramountly an agrarian country
and, as distinguished from agrariun North-East-Germany,
w country of widdle sized peasant holdings.  Large
vstates with ser(lybourers attached to them and cottagers
dving statute labour, as is tho cuse in- Russia, ure as
little known there,  as poverty-siricken dwarf holdings.
As regards industry, Munich, for instance, the largest
city, Iras but 6 or 7 works none of which, quantitatively,
comes up 10 the smaller works of the North-German
industrial districts. Morcover, the migrution of the indus-
trial labourers to and from the country is greater, probubly,
than in any other city of Germany, the formation of a
permancat sedentary proletariat being thus mude impos-
sible. 1t Is only with rcgard 1o Nurembery, Furth and
Augsburg and several smaller country towns, that une
can speak of a pronounced mujority of the industrial
proletariat, From the social point of virw, that primarily
means an exlrrnally weaker, less. percepiidly marked
accentuation of class-contrasts and, as a result, the absenco
of direct motives for a struggle. Theso actual peculi-
arities of the econamic und social structure of DBavaria
ure pot 10 be overlvohed. Thoy make the attituge of
the Bavarian mijority more dangerous than that of their
North-German colleagues, for the lalter’s oppurtunist
zrimaces arc gainsaid by the plain fact of the existence
of a sullering, poverty-stricken prolctariat in the large
citios and indigent duy-labourers in the coumry.

Notwithstanding, there is a hitch in the train of tought
ol the Bavarian majority-sipporters. 1f- only they could

sation’ principle put forlh by the sodai revolution df our
epoch, of the saviets, they would see i for themsclves,

For, as a matter of fact, the less marked charactee
of the class-coutrasts i3 Lut secemingy nay, more, class-
strupgle fo this veiled form is parli-!nhrl,\' dangerous 1o
tho workmen, since I8 makes the triulnph of tho bour-
keolsie anchor fast among the very masses of the oppressel
and ‘gives riso tv tho dauger of it beconting permancot.

.Under these conditions s it t1§ particulur, duty of
the adherents of class-struggie to Incre.~e class-conscious-
ness, by all available means of vprbal and 'praéllcal
propagandu, to rouse the will to Azbt for power in the
masses and to furnish to the battle-fngit ‘means of polivical
expression In tho societs, e latten hiving to bo orga-
nisations of the purcly proictarian sgat: of tho popula-
tion with agy and all other tendencigs khut out..

The lwsllulmg majority at the cooneil congress would
havo bLeen right bhad . thoy said: «Ve are against the
immediate introduction of » soviet-tppublic  because we
have no councils that would form 1l necessary basis for
t».. For, as a matter of fact, comncils conscious of their
actual 5Iuty ‘never did exist in Bavaria, - < that duty
being 0 organise the’ purely proletyriun  strta of the
population with'a view (o preparing. and achieving the
taking vver of the power by the proftariat loto councils
of corresponding composition amd epyritys.  Single revo-
lutionary «l. e. not elawfuily eclectdds) workmen and
soldiers’ councils during the firt November days having
coneentrated the organisition of the rovolutionary manss-
movemnent in Bavaria and thus helped the Eisner-govern-
ment into power, thelr example everywhere culled forth
an ag yrt half-consclous impulse 10 form «soviels accor-
ding to the Russian patterns. Unfrtunately one had
not the slightest idea of what that «Russian patterns

“was like angd therefore soon fell back into the old grovves

of democratic representation of interestz. In tho middie
of December w decre signed by “the Kaiser-socialist
Auer ordercd a «Jawfules re-election of all councils. The
electoral law hq Issued definitely aunihilated the political
amt combatant character of the councils.  Next to
srepreschtativess  of munufacturing  concerns there sat
delegates from merchant-organisations and cven bourgruis
profesors ak yeprexonting the sintellectual workerss, The
only revolutionary elements in the city rovucils wero the
rempamis of the above-mentioned n\ululionury Jabour
councils whom it had proved inqmssllnh +tu-shut out from
cooperation. The culy functions left ip, thore esovicls»
were the exorcise of vu sham contrul pver the orguns
of communul wdministration us well as oo trade-union
functions. In splte of five months having. - puscd
thero has nowhere tahen plavo u re-cld-tion of the coun-
cils which, it s clear, consisted chiefly bt.old trade-unlon
employeos and, in e contry, admid: trative olﬁtlula,
and the like. While cluss-consciousness. and the will to
struggle were steadily growing. thanks to the economic
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opprossion of the masses a1 d the effective propaganda
of the communist party in Germuany makiog <low but
suro headway, — the lack of dolitical functions and the
went of clearncss an to thhiy exccutive powers mude
the councils lose all lotcrest 5nSheir work. They fnished
by becoming exacily the same\ghattering assemblies as
parliaments were before thein.

It thos becomcs obvious thet the representatives of
such councils could by no mcins expect themselves to
be tho buarers of a soviet goternment, that is to 81y,
to realiso the dictatorship of the proletariat. 1By this
we “also may form an Idea of, whut the first proclamation
issued by the Bavariun Soviet Government the 7-th April
is worth. Fur we have 1o hear fu mind that tho same
porsons who pow voled for the intruduction of the soviet-
system had violeutly opposcd It but a fuw weeks before.
That .this could come about i8 1o be expluined af
filows: The February sovieq congress had, out of oppor-
Nunistic motives, declded to He-summon tho diet. Yet the
congress was revolutionarys enough to adopt a motivn

for summoning the dict fot a short session only, with’

the solo function of sanctioning & ministry proposed by
the congrese. But, as oveol doveloped the dlet remon-
sirated against its eliminatian and, trustiog to the impo-
tence of and disharmony within tho cungress, decided 1o
meot Ly its own prerogative in order %o appoint & diffe-
renat cabinet. This stop of the diet made It clear even
to the adhorents of the soclalist congress majority that
nothing but the introduction of a esoviot republics could
sill save the «gains of the revolutions. The dict
wag prevented from assembdiing and Bavaria was pro-
claimed a «Soviet Ropubdlics. ‘Frum s purely formal point of
view this stop n’ of great mport, the more 8o that the
support of the counclls all over the country could bo
counted upon,—those vory councils whose official represen-
watives had carried the resolytion. In reality, however,
#t was null and void. The cummunist leaders of Munich
eaw it and therefore vefused thoir assistance. But they
aleo saw farther than that. They koew that, while the

development of the soviets was at & standstill, the masses
were becoming wore and more radical owing to the
lncreasing pressure of the disintcgrated, - disorganised
capltalistic system.  Thus they could venture (o iscue
their watch-word for the introduction of a real soviet
system, wnd tho conceniration of the whole power in the
hands of the proletariat only. It appcars thas, having
passcd over the e«councilss that had long ceased 1o Lo
represcatative of the proletarian masses, the comownbist
leaders of Munich have actually succecded in getting
into direct contact with the proletariat aud thus acquiring
real power. After what we have said before it way to
bo foresecn that the communists could not meet with a
liko success all over tho country, the morc so that the
organisation of the curmmunist party was not sufficicptly
advanced in order to— and that they might have coue
with impunity — sct up capable sovicts wherever pussible.
We slall witness this much-promising attempt of the
esocialists Hoffmann government being overthrown ton;
perhaps, even with the support of tho vory comrades
that, April i-th, voted for the «soviel governments. We
hope that the communists will, nutwithstanding, be able
10 rescue thelr oryanisation and keep it cBective, so that
the expericncy of these days of struggle may be profited
Uy and possibility may remain above all to continup the
further building up of the soviets,— the cardinal puinis
of future development.

To carry on untiring propaganda; to work out and
put befure all the prolctarian and scmi-proletarian strata
of population the most important items of their programume;
to arouse the consciousness of thu masscs o and enbance
the cluss contrasts: to prumotc the will to struggle and,
last Lut mob least, by mcans of ali this 80 to preparc
the mument for the proletariat’s tuking over the state.
rulo that nothing on carth xhould Lo ablc to wrench
the power out of the hands of the hard-tricd working
classes -- such is: tho turk that cven in Bavaria. with ite
«pcculiar  economic and coclal structures is bound to
lead 1o victory.

Victor Roebig (Havaris).

Ths Ccursa of the Roveition in Hungary,

_Tu the Ead of Octuber the ghns on the Italian front stop-
ped ‘Ir!ng:hthe troops in the gasrisons refused to obey thoir
oficers. This result was the guin of the agrarian-financial
“dlock, which reigned in Hungary, supported by bayo-
mets and by the unconditienal subordination of the
soldiers.

A pew soclal-democratic government of the small
bourgeoisie was formed. Its programme was: lo cresio
a capitalistic democracy ana to restore production on
capitalistio principles. But ho reckoning was made
without the host. Since the very first revolutionary
oytbursta, Boviels had been formed i all branches

of industry which scized tho factorics, where they had
acquired ah excoptional influcnce, and began to put forth
their demands on a broud scale. Although the govera-
ment attempted ta ecountcract theso achievements, ils
altfempts were fruitlcss, not beiog backed by armed
force. “The ‘army was disorganized and In spite of all
offorts the government did not succecd in creating new
reliable cadres. Thoe Allics achioved the weakening of
the bourgooisie by their tactics.

They occupied wide areas of tho country, especially
those providing raw materials to the Indwrlel.r{'be attempis
of the bourgeoisie to ruin the new system hy sabotage nlLl
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forth the declded resistance of the workmen and ended
In complete digaster of the bourgeoinie,

Hungary is a chisfly ogricultural country—a fact thin
ut frst sicht seemed pmpitious to the new political
formation. The government began by tracing an anrarian
reform, which was meant to increase and strengthen the
cxistent small Jand-owners and at the same time create
a ncw ¢lass of small lan:l-owners, in other words—partisaus
of the petty bourgeois capitalistic system. But this atiempt
was thwarted by the opposition of the rural labourers and
poorcr pcasapts. Hungary posscsscs large cstates, with &
comparatively good supply of inplements. The plan was to
divido them into small paris and distributo thom for moderute
sum among the rural Jabourers, but it proved icposaible
1o pruvide tho whole newly arisco class of small pea-
santry with cattle and agricultural jmplements. Such
scrapfarming without ‘farin  buildings, without agricul-
tural implements and acquirel at high prico—called
forth the protests of tho workmen and poorest pea-
gants. In many places they scized largo estates for
public use and continued their exploitation on the prin-
ciplo of copartyership. With such a politico-econonyical
situation comnmnistic agitation developed a severely feverish
activity: durlug 15 weeks the party spread a larger
quantity of agitation literature than tho social demo-
cratic party during 15 years. The party delly and the
scicatific orran atlainod a high number of ropies and
were very popular among the workmen. $uch cco-
nomical measupy tho government took was criti-
cized, tho correct one was qpposed to ecach fulse
step. The government of the small Lourgeoisie cruelly

increased the number of thalr partisans.
situation at the bezisring of March. 17¢parations for the
olections for tho Nailonal Asscrably: swero made: The
expericnce of Germany and Germiny Austeia left no
doubis,

porsecutcd the comumunists, bul 1fé%e - measures ouly
Such was ths

that » social democratic miiority would ot
bo formed. At the same time, the sarkmen wege not
Inclined to give way to tho bouru-vls majority. The

socfal democratic party openly declnarpd that they would

recoznise tho result of the eicciions only in caso of sn-
jssue favourable to thum, Thoy thgentened to dissoite

the assembly by armed force.

This was openly takiug the field agaiost’ bourgeois

democracy. Une aflor another tho bourzcdis radical parties

withdrew from the clcctions and #n tho mcantime
counter-revolution openly preparod 10 fight. To this
difdcult positdon of the government was.added tho aggrus

‘vation of the situation in forcign poliye~. The pretensions
of the Entcute grew dally. In the 1irst days of March

sho claimed the surrender of tho Danubo 'fcet and
wharvos to the Czecho-Slowaks and on the 19-1b the
notorious Do Joblt note was handcd over to the govern-
ment. By this timo it was clear that the guvernmont
would not be able to kuep its ppsition—it came to this
conclusion and retired. - ‘

Marx bad already reinurked in his youth thut a
capitalistic-democratic ‘revolution waj not possidlo oven
in & Jand whoro capitalism is ooly partly developed.
Aud if the workmcn get the power igto their hands, they
usc it to the defenco of their own ifterests, The events-
1o Hungury are a classical proofl of this thesis.

Puliue Alpéri.

Communist Hungary.

Only six weeks ago nho outsider would have believed
it pessible that Hungarr could ever become & sovict
ropublic. Tho Hungariun prolotariat was divided into two
parts. The one, incomparably superior in numbers, belon-
ged to the sorial democratic party. The other, numeri-
caly much smalior, but in politics acting much more
resolutely adhered to \he commusnist party. An acute
struggle seemed to gv on betwcen the two camps. The
leadors of tho communist pafly wero evon put under
arrest and that by order of a' governmont counting four
social domocrat ministers. Shortly aftor the arrest had
takon place, the x:oletarlat of Hungury took over the
wholo power ju the country. The proictariat started from
the principles of o soviet systein and procialmed the dicta
torship of the prolctariat. And now tho leaders of tho
former social democrat party aro working in full har-
mony with the communists at strengthening this dictator-
ship. Among the peoil:‘n commissaries are iwo former
ministers who at the timn had given their consefit
to the arrest of tho leaders of tho communist party.
To-day completo harmony rejgns within the Hungarian
proletariat. When the union came about only throe of the
former leaders of the socisl democrat party dissociated
themselves. They were: Garami, intellecioal socfalist,
formerly minister of commerce; Buchinger, secretary to
the party and Peldl, minister without portfolio. They were
»ot (nclined te adopt the platiorm of dictatorship.

This peculiar change in tho relatibus of tlie two par-
ties was possible only bocause the lmingarian social de-
mocratic party was fncomparably meye radical than the
Western parties. The Hungarian socialslcmocrats had kept
thomselves aloof from all social patgotism (somo small
transgressions cxcepied). No «civil peaces wag estabdli-
shed in Hungary during the war, tlo class struggle of
thy proletariat continued and frequently acquired an acute
form even during the war. This fusoished the gencral
possibility for paseing from the social democratic basis
to communist policy. :

Howoever, tho chief inducement e the marxistically
tchooled leaders of the social democrat party and, in
particular, for the writer of these lings, to chango their
political principles lay in their rcalisitg that production
could not be bullt up anow on s sapitalistic basis in
Hungary, nor, 1o all intents and pur,«scs, in any of U
other countries. Militarisy was so 'thqroughly eradicated
by the first Ifungarian revolution thas he ruling classes
wero no longer able to use armed fc2'e ayainst Who pro-
lotariat. Thus disappeared une of the sost indispensadle
props of all capitalistic production, s~med power which,
in cases of mecossity, could forse the yroletariat to wiek,
No intact mili apits remafued thuy might have served
as nucleus 1 all kinds of counter-re oluticnary orgaal-
sations, as was the case in Germa:y. Whatever now
military organisations were formed aPor the irss révole-



A 08

THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

204

ere I v

tisn were much more intirgately connected with. the pro-
Jariat, -than with the bouggunisie. 1t was therofure quite
wut of the question to uscracainst thé proletariat those
new military units that hal their own soldiers’ counciis
and; delegates.

Undee such conditions lthe capitalists had' no clmice
hut 49 grant the economics demands ‘of the proletariat,
for otherwise- the workmen® would have used force apa-
inst.the capitalists and tlheir officinls. However, high
wages making production in unremunerative husiness,
Ahe ;eapitalist withdrew fron€ it and the whole capitalistic
srstem came 1o 8 deadlockd-\s a matter of courso prices
Jadt 40 be raised in accordabice with tho higher cconomie
demands of the workmen. * Thus production as a whule
mag moving- in a circdde, and: it was clear that the de-
mands  of sthe worhmen, noi lnnger to be hept down by
intact militarism, could not e granted within a capita-
Histic system, the more thaty the productive mechanism of
Pungary  had greatly suffa'el throuzh the war, Thus
cvery rcasonablo marxist hyd. 1o recocnise that the pre-
scrvation of the capitalistic #vstem spelt abeelute ¢cono-
mic ruin W the country; that a rcorganisation of pro-
duction would bo possible ongy if all capitalistic obstacles
were renaeved from cconomic. development at one blow
and the whoie ceonomic life!suhjected to the diciatorship
of the proletariat. .

The entering of the Huntuwrian prolctariat into poli-
tical power was facllitatcd-t by the Allicd Imperiafists
dictating to Hungary condifions of peace which the
coalition government, consisting of bourgcois and social
auibocrats, would not accept. nor had the couraze to
rcfuse. Tho coalition cabinet chose the only way out and
resigned, handing vver entite wovernment power to the
prolctariat. The bourgceolsie thbupht that they  were trans-
ferring tho power 10 the speial democratic party and
were rerlalur;, rather disagyrcably suprised when they
becamo aware that they hait really paved the way for
prolctarian - dictatorship. The pesignation of the bourgevis
rovernment cnabled the projetariat 1o take the whole
putitical power of the country into their hands at anee,
withoiit any bloodshed whatsapver.

The  union of the two partics having been accompli-
shed snd prolctarian  dictatgrship proctaimed, unthing
activity immediately began swith o view to carrying
through the socialisation of iproduction in the shoriest

- possible period. The very fikst day of tho new govern-
ment leing in power all banks were proclaimed state
properly, the deposite, sccuriiles and safes ol the bour-
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geolsie were confiscated and the furmer owners permitted
to draw not more than 2400 ¢crwns a month,

All the enterprises having over 20 workwen, mere
monopulised by the state without comprnsatfon # the
owners, All real estate excceding in size whe plece of
land that could lLe werked by a single farmecr and his
family was tasen from the owners and assigned for
cultivation 1o the landiess agricultural Iabourers. The
lund ftsclf is state properiy: the tillers are pald labourers
of the atate oruanised on a cooperative basis, Culliva.
lion on the larce cstales takes place under the control
und guidanee of truined agricultural oMcials; there is no
dislding into lots at all. In the same way “all houses
neither acquired nor vuilt, but merely inhabited by prole.
tarians went over to the state without compensation to
the owner.

Order Is rapldly returning In : conemic life,

A central oflice s now being established for all raw
materials and  hal-manufactured goods. The whole pro.
duction of the most important branches of industry, such as
coal. wood, Iron, surar, machinery ete. I8 being concen-
traled in a eentral government oflice; thé production of
all tha works - is lwing reported to this office wechly.
All tho data on production flow into this central oflice.
A superior council decides on the principles of distri-
bution and further production. Mgreover, an office for
foreign trade has been formed that supervises and regu-
lutes tha whole foreign trade, export as well as import.
We thus see that the work of reconstruetion s pro-
gressing much faster in Huongary than in Russia. The
reasons for it are thal for a whole month there was no
counter-revolutionary  movement, nor war in flungary,
that the country is small. which makes work much more
casy than in a large country: aml. Iastly. that tili now
we had no sabotage of intellectuale. On the comtrary,
engiveers,  chemists,  state  and  privito  oflicials  hinvg
placed  themselves unconditivnally at the dispocal of the
sovict government,

A scvere fmpodiment to praceful work has arsen in
the attack of the Rumanfan boyars, In order to offer
them effective resistance regnlar work had to be interrup-
ted and the whole force of the proletariat turned tuwards
the defence of the country., We earnesily hope 10 bo able
to repel the attack and to soon succecsfully finish the
workh we have begun.

Bugene Varga.

Peoplo’s .Commissary of SBocial Productiva
of tho luagarian Boviet Ropublie.

In Defence of Rosa Luxemburg

The arlicle writtea Ly cémrade. Louvisa Kautsky in
commentorsiion of Rosa Luxcmburg (soc the «Freiheits
of January 20-th, M 36) chalidnges to, encrgetic upposi-
tion aft those who Intimately kacw tho greatness of soul
of our so foully assassinated comrade. It poes against
wy 4oclivation 1o dispute aboud the deceased a3 it were
bofore her open grave. Yet truth aud ([riendship prompt
me to refute somo of the axsertions made I lLouisa
Kautskr. I believe 1 owe it not only to the departed,
bat slro to the living to prevent tho carricature of Rosa
jazemborg, ss drawn and swroad by her numercus

enemles, from being any further coarsenod and distorted
by ill-drawn lines from the hand of a friend.

Louvisa Kauieky Is right whon sho says of Ilosa
Luxemburg ar a fighter that «she did not spare even
her Lest frionds, on ‘the contrary». Yet as a friond
thoroughly understadding the deccased, comrade L. Kautsky
ought to have laid stress on some other points besides.
The tepacious, thoughtful patience with which she fought
for the soul of her oldest friends before sctling out to
combnt them! Tho ‘aincerity of bher grief when she had
to toke arms against a (ormer confederatn, the bitterness
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of her disappointment when his way of fighting and
wielding arms made her reCognize that he did not come
up to the hixh idcal she had formed of him. To be sure
Resa Laxembur did not spare even her oldest friend 11
she was h#nvsll_\ convinced that be: was detrimenal o
and wronzing the proletarian clug-strugzle.  The canse
in her eyes always stood: alm\'ctlhe person.
considered it her duty 1o eembat even her dearest friend
she did so with all the weapons at her disposal.  With
the - heavy artillery of serious scholarly incthods and
mature theorctle training. with the weighty hlonws of
brilliant dialectics, the dainty foil of irony, wit and
derision. Yet at no time did she make use of unchivalrous
methods. Here was a thorvughly poble characier, incapable
of rotaliating wpon anyene, of wiclding the weapons of
baseness, even iF such were used against herself.

Inuisa Kamtshy i therefore in the wrong when sho
characterizes Rosa Luxemburg thus: <l am sorry .10 say
that in such cascs sho acted like Lenin, much adiired
by her, who hawing ouce bern bromght up  bLefore
a party-tribunal for libelliig o parts-comrade declared:
«\ political opponcent, in particular if he Le of our own
socialist camp, ought 1o be fought with poisvned weapons,
Iy seching to arouse thes worst possible guspicion against
hims. By the way, I strongly doubt whetier the above-
mentioned utterance ought really to be tuken as charac-
teristic of the great bolshevih leader. 1 know (rom the
bistory of the Russinn revolutivn as also from wmy own
expericoce what a relentless and fear - Inspiring dpponent
comrade lenin was. Yeu libel I did not find anjong his
weapons. Ilefore granting conclusive force to that alleged
statement of his | ought to hnow all the details of the
context and the rlrrumemms in which U is said to have
been made,

According 10 my Kknowledge and ferlings Louisa
Kautsky ought (o have guarded against passing ot the
end of her commemoriition essay, from the purely perso-
nal ground to the political one and there insinuating a
change—incomprehensible to her—in the kleas and atii-
tido of Resa Luxemborg. I fully and with heartiest
ssmpathy appreciate what Louisa Kautshy is cndeavouring
to do for socialism within the limits of her circle aud
her nature. I3y no means do 1 question her right to hold
her own opinion on the cvents and phenomena that occur
in ke camp of international socialism. 1ut all this docs
not alter the fact that in tho struggle for socialism she
only partakes of whe expericnee of others bLut has no
experience of her opn. In consequence, notwithstanding
her striving afler objectivity, she luchs the true jpde-
pendent altitude towaids those phenomena. She regards
them (rom the point of view of her entourage, of & wife
trying to understand, closely taking part in the struggle
of ber hushand, Lut herself not standing in the midst of
tho fray. Rosa Loxemburg, on the other hand, was in the
thickost of the fxbtipg and kept a sharp Jookout from
the high utch-towd the had crected for- herself,

Thus it ‘is easily understood, that whilo tho one,
«rulinizing and weighing, fought for the bistoricul ap-

preciation of the Rus<ian revolution, the other In - lofy,

self-confileace ‘gl -in preconceived judgment upon the
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ebolshevik heresicse which, econtrard to all reason have
so dazsled and deluded the clear milld of Rosa Luxem-
bure that she desired to repeat in @'rmany the experi-
ment that had migcarried in Ruszis®  No need for me
to further pursue this crushing verdat, for | am cerlain
that the acrperimenty. that piscartied o Russias will
still Jave 8 -defealive role as-igned’ to them in futnre
histor¥ ‘whén what the socialist comris:pisers have writlen
arainst them will no lunger be :8ie to harm evon o
mouse.  Rousa Luxemburg's tattitude 8 wards the Russian
Novembier revolution was ennsistent ‘® 1 cjear, 14 has net
10 be judged by fucideutsa) utteruie & about -per.ons and
events, utterances that are pardon2 -« with high-spirited
persons of a subtly differentinted un & bich-strune «onsi-
tvencss, influenced 1 fmpregsionsw-nd  things, Rosa
Luxemburg valued bolshevism ps o encle by-its promie
pent historical fmpoirtance, aud she &N rot fail to-critis
cize those details of the bolshevik astivily that in bor
opinion stoud in need of criticism. ~or political, iacli
nations  and - her tact forbade her®é act 2y Louisa
‘Rauisky's. demand for consisteney - political. action
ubvivusly seems 1o have required. 1 H& means, 10 unéarth.
old fouds and untiguated judgnicut w0 at .the moment
when the spies and hangmen of Kbt and Noske were
dogging the footsteps of Rudek.

I do woy desire to argue within™he limits of thew
lines with Louisa Kautshy on the quétion as to which
1eally are. the <bolshevih methods 1h:® Rosa Luxeniburg
not vnly vonfeseed bit, unfortunately, ev8u began to praetice
herselfs. AL I wish ™ xay is that ‘thase «methodse. do pot
vorrespond 1o te tigure that, for thesbenctit of tho na-
principled and faint-bearted policy ol the right wingof the
Independent Soclalist arty i belug driwn on the wall,—a
counterfeit that comes ver) close to we «bolsheviks and
eSpartacuss horey of she gosernment &uclvliste. Howeter,
Jet us mention the <bolshovih meth-Siss po more, Whir
this catchword to oxpl.\ln the miscariape of the Junwmry
revolt of llerlin is just as foolish s to attribute the
failure of ilw Iuris Connnune 0 its awving anticipated”
tho «bolshgvik heresicss and «methodse. Rosa Luxembury
did not tnhe her methods of comlut D'om the Russian
conditions, _ She ratber deduced them py ;menns of -deep
research- of and iosight into internawonal development.
P'or Germany xhe based. them on Gergimil conditions, vel
not on llu‘lrondilmns of the past.perica of siack evolution,
bt on those of the stormy chaptertof: revolution thmt
bepan afiee the rise and unfolding of umperinlism. -

My fricnd, Lovisa Kautsky, will nbt be offended. if |
tay what 1 lhlnk i. . that the . commicmoration, article
was begun by |hc grateful fricnd of Rasa Lnxcmbu{g and
flnished by the -wife of Kurl Kautsky Rosa- luximborg
would have been Uie last person to rdproach her for it:
Out of her conscivusness of her own wecdom there grew
up a lenieney towards the inner costr:ant and dependence
of othots. t s, not the patronuge tf Louixa Kautshy

Ahut will have spoken the ‘lnst wore on Rosn Luscm.

burg's edclusions and ebolshevik methodss,, The fdul
word will be uttered Ly hintory, \\o 31} who tahe paidn
in having wen Rosa Luxcmburk’s’ frinds and comirades
in arms culmly awwit this verdict.

Clara Zetkln (termany).
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Tke Proescnt situation in France.

(Observations anu Impressions).

There are three Linls of symptoms, which must be
cousiderod when characterizing 1he revolationary situ-
stion of & countey in o .state of ferment. First, the
decay ofthe ruling classes wnil thelr Incapacity to grapple
with the problems of the gliay; second, intense general
disconteat in lurge circles:of 1ho population; third and
Jast, the formulation anc espreacion of this state of
fermsnt, by the most nctsve and sensibie part of the
proletariat, personified by ihe revolutionary commanist
parly. In this article, 1 will touch principally on the
first two factors of objective character, and will hegin
by the question sorest and ‘most diflicult for us, the ques-
tioa of fotervention. One «:an look upon the question of
Jmwediate military Intervegtion into Russian aflairz as
being finally liquidated in rrance. The policy, which was
being pursued by the ruliog classes of Franco regur-
ding Russia, after the corclusion of the Brest-Litovsk
DPeace, suffered a total defeat. Two different causes help-
od to bring about the faflure of this policy. Not dwell-
jng on the fact, tuat, afer the German revolution the
question of military intervontion lost its former charac-
ter in tha eyea of a consiyorablo part of the population,
i$ must be acknowledgod lhat oar astounding success in
the South, proved a decirire factor in the liquidation of
the Wea of immediate intetventiop. The French bourgrols

which up t0 that mouents bad represented the
tusalan army as a confuscu collection of sdventurers, han-
dits, plunderers cowards, :and deserters, was forced to
alter its tonc. The Red Annyoblained un open acknow-
Jedgment of its military! toess and technical ability
from the flercest enemies of the Russian workers revo-
lution. Articles began to uppear in the Fronch press, to
the eloct thut the Russlan: army wus fighting with groat
enthusinsm; that It knew: how to move in excecdingly
complicaied stratogical suryuundings: that from the tech-
nical poiat of view §t wyn well armed and equipped,
and, moreover, disposcd & a poworful mechanism in the
form of propaganda, whier. exercised a decisive jafluence
on all foreign. soldiers w:th whom It come in contact.
In a secret raport, preparcd by one of the eminent offl-
cers of the Stafl of the }‘m}:'h roope, stationed near
Tiraspol, all these qualies of the Russian Red Army
Pecoive duo appreciation. . ,

Anolber imniediate canse, -which brought discredit on
the idea of intervention, jwe: its extreme unpopularity
in Jarge circles of 1he fpopulation. Socialistic papers

ted o sorics of letiers from soldiern, as well as
rom their relatives, beloyging to diffierent groups of the
population ; and all thes: letters, beginning with the
small rentier's and ending with the French soldicr'sand
workman-e, nnnlmousl{ coindent o military expodition
Into Russia, as a_useless expenditnre of the forces of
Frauce. Jiven certain Lusiness circles, intercsted in the
renawal of commercial trsuvactions with Russia, opposed
the policy of intervention At the ssme time, among the
French Wroope o8 the Easlern froat, cases of open insu-
berdination to superiors mdy be observed. A report from

the directing military circles of tho Fastern front was
presented to the Parltamentary Commission for Foreign
AMairs, In which cases of open mutiny of soldiers, deman-
ding 10 be sent back to their native land, wern brought
forward. In ()dessa, for instance, tho French troops were
completely demoralized already before the approach of
the Ukrainion army. At the same time, the report poin-
ted out the fart, that the population, on whose support
the French authoritics lad rrlied, looked on tho newcomers
as on foreign occupational forces, and everywhere, and
particularly in Odessi, proved very hostile. Things touk
sich o turn, that, on the fagship <La Provinces
the mutinous sallors Mamourcd to he semt back imme-
diately to Franca ana vxacied the cessation of further
hostilities against Suviet Russia. An analogical incident
took place among the soldicrs who had been on lenve
in France, and were returning on the vessel «Austrias.
About five thousand soldiers clamoured to be demobilized;
they disarmed and arrested their officers, declaring, that
they would be set frce only on tho arrival of tho vesscl
in a French port, and on the condition that the soldicrs
should ho allowed to disperse frecly to return to tboir
homes. A Frerch General was scnt on to the vessel, W
lring thoe soldiers to reason by threats and promiscs;
but finally the Goneral himsell way.arrested, and was
obliged to dispatch 8 telegram to tha French Government
with the proposition of making roncyssions te the Insur-
rectionists.

Two torpedn boats refuscd to go ynto action against
tho soldicrs, At last the French Government agroed to
make concessions, and the soldiers were allowed to
disembark In France and return to their homes,

Such a state of mind undeniably proved an ex-
ceodinzly favourable ground for the propaganda of the
international wing of tho French socialistc party, which.
after the July congress of Jast year acquired a majority,
At the head of this agitation stood Vala. the Socialist
Deputy, and Marcel Cachin, who afier tho German Rovolu-
tion forsook the right wing and attached himself to the left.

The fundamental point of this propaganda was the
Interpollation in Parllament, set on foot by the Socialist
frnction, ‘which im this case showed its unanimity,
In the course of the following debates, Murcel Cachin,
Mayeras and Lafont subjected the interventional politics
of Pichon to such merciless criticism, that the Govern-
nicnt was obliged to state, once and for all, that it
ahandoned the idea of immediate military intervention.
This change of mood was best of all manifested in the,
specches of the Socialist doputice, which contained notes
Litherto unbeard by thc members of the French Pariia.
ment. Narcel (Cachin {rom tho parliamentary tribune,
regardless of general Indignilion, complimented the
insurrection ‘of thes French soldiers, and Mayeras, after
quoting the text of the Constitution of 1793, Anished
his speech with a summons to revolt.

But altkovgh the idea of direct military intervention
esperienced complete defeat—nevertheless the European
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imperialists and, in particular, France become the ram-
part of Kuropean reaction, by no means gave up the idea
of attacking Russis in an underhand way, by finciting
the smaller nations against Soviet Russia. Tho drcad of
bolshevism penetrating from the east into the west, which
daily pives rise to dozens of articles in the French press;
vpreading fear and trembling among the French bour-

geoisie, oblired France to come forward with the project.

of ecreating a chuin of amall bufler-governments fn the
form of iwo lines of trenches. The first lino of these
trenches, whose object was the preservation of Europe
irom the invasion of bolshevism into'the west wus to be
formed by:|Finland, Fathovia, Latvia and Ukrania, The
second lina was represented by: Poland, Bohemia, Hune
gary, Roumania and Serbia. This plan of the French
reaction had a double aim: firsily, in the event of this
plan succecding, revolutionary Russia and revolutionary
Germany would be separated, and the possibility for- the
most revolutionary countrics forming a united front
against  French reaclion, would be avoided. Se-
condly the euvccess of this schemy would offer the pos-
sibility of pursuing, with recard to Soviet Russia, the
same policy with yét greater cynicism that had been
pursued Ny German imperialism after tho DBrest.
Livovsk peare. We are speaking of the balkanisation,
not only of Kastern but of the whole of Central Kurope.
Unc of the heaviest blows which befell this scheme and
which causcd a violent panic amongst th¢ Kuropean im-
perialista, was the Hungarian revolution. Thu Hungarian
revolution brought Russia out of her isolated position on 1§
the path of international politics, on the one side opening
tho way to the llalkans, and on the othcr—to the west.
The unlooked-for occurrence of these gvents produced a
stupifying offect in France. The most influential French
paper «Le Tempss wrote, alter the Hungarian revelu-
tion, that the policy of the Allics had received a hiow
from which Furopean diplomacy would not soon recover.
«The palicy of I'mnkipo» —writes «1.o Tempse «has hecome
ohsolete.™ For, when we invited Lenin to Prinkipo we
wanted to speak to him, ns to a vanquished opponent;
now after the evacuation of Odessa, and after tho Hun-
yarian revolution, wo should have to apecak to him as
10 a conquerors, -

While those victories of the revolution In Central
Furopo dealt such heavy blows to the policy of the
Allies the utter swrility of the I’cace Conference showed
up over clearer and clenrer. The Russian revolutionary
communists justly appreciated the complete inability of
contemporary imperialism 3o solve the problems of the
day; but this estimation,  in consequence of our jsolation
from Western Europe, bore an alistract character; in the
work of the Peace Confercnco it daily mceived a brilliant
confimuation, If the Allies aller an exceedingly long and
hard struggle, succeeded, in spite of Wilson's opposition,
10 concoct the Versailles treaty of peace, which regu-
Jated the relations of Germany to the countries of the
Eotenie, on the other hand, & wholo series of most
wrgent questions, Lave not, up to tha present moment
received any practical solution. The Conference bhas
proved incapable of controlling tho unbridied appetiles
of the smaller nationalities, whose ‘struggle for territorial
fronticrs is taking the form of armid conflicts. If we
Jook on the recently matured contests in the Kast, the
first thing that attracts our notice is the conflict hetween
Greater Poland and Germany on account of the Dantzig
corridor. The Allles, wishing to pay a tribute to [oland,
intended to disembark in Dantzig the two Iolish volun-
feer divisions ¢f General Haller, up 10 then fighting on
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the Western Front. West Gennany shored such persistent
opposition, that, notwithstanding their: victory, the Allies
were forced to retreat and give up the idea. Another
conflict Is impending at the present mpment, hetween the
Crechs and the Poles on account of ®ie mines of lipper
Silesia. Matters came to un open colliston and terminated
by a geucral bLloody fight hetween the Czech and Polish
national troops. Further trouble is brewing between
Roumanians and Nerbiane about th llanate, and the
Roumanian_ oligarchy vainly appealy for help to the
Allies in view of the mobilization of Serbian troops on .
the territery adjacent to the Bapate.

But the sorest question is the #ontest about the
Adriatic coast on account of Fiuind, even leading, as is
known, to the departure from the Coaference of the Ia-
itan delegates. All the attempts of :h# FPeace Confercnce
to straighten matters by mutual agrrment were unsuc-
cessful. 'Things even took such a turnihat, in one of thy
contested  districts, the Nerbisns awrested the [talian
mission, and escorted it beyond# the “froutier. ‘To
further. illustrate the impotenco of 1 Conference, need
wo spcak about the Lémberg incidentdhetween Poles and
Ukrainians, or bring forward exani~les from Beiglan-
Dutch territorial conflicts, in order < prove how heavy
with impending storm is the ‘utmospicre of Kurope, on
whose live ‘body the European imperialists are tracing
new territorial furrows. Fiacing this dewly ripening war,
und reeing the compleie inability ox the Conference to
prevent fresh and juevitable conflicts? the - French press
is taking a deeply pessimistic tone &vith regard to the
work of the P’eace Conference. Discaitent is universal.
Fspecially displeased are the Amergcans, with Wilson
at their head whose celebrated 1x points so comp-
Jetely fell through at Versallles. No@css dissatisfied are
the most reactionary military aNd fwlusirial circles, ax
well as the averapge Frenchmen, the centier, the peisant
and the workman. In this respect 0id can say, without
exagrerating, that tho I'eace Conferpnce in working in
un atmosphere of ahsolute isolation. tits -terility gruws
atill more evident wheo we analyzef the conflicts which
are rendlng It on tho questioas rregarding  the
Great Powcrs themselves. There is nit s single problem
that obialos an adequate solution 13 the work of o
Peace Conference: for instance: on Bho question of the
German navy tho difference of ojnlon hotween the
Fronch and English Is very great. s {x well known,
the losses of the knglish navy in this war : were greater
than those of any other country. Ih# the Knglish were
able 10 compensate these losses by ¥he building of new
vessols and 8o increased theira naval forcos by
500 unita. At the same time Fraucs. on whom fell all
the wuight of the Jaud-war, was forred 1o suspend her
naval constructions. The division ol¥ the’ German navy
according to the proportion of lorses}is excecdingly pro-
fitable for England, and thervfore =aturally upheld by
her. In order t. paralyse the navdl reinforcement of
England, the French advocate divisiaa of the navy ac-
cording t0 the principle of gcnerar burdens that fell
to the lot of the belligerent countrics In answer 10 this
proposition the English formed .the jgoject of completely
destroying the German navy. An cyeedingly hot press
campaign followed, which witnessed sio the fuct hat all’
was not well in the camp of the cozquerors. In fact up
to tle prescot moment the question »f the (ierman navy
bas not heen setiled.

The question of Asis Minor, a%d in° particular, of
Syria, causes another confiict, In which the Interests of
France and England do not coincide. 3n onder 1o conserve
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a certain influcnce in Asia Minor, whero the knglish aro
very firmly rooted (a whole serics of states, liko. Armenia
und Jewish Polestine etand undor tho protectorate of
England), the French claln: quite exceptional rights in
Syria. Only afler long and 3tormy debates, in the (onfe-
rence itself, as well as in the press, did the Anglo-
French diplomacy find a limo comprowmi~e, in handing
over the Syrian problem to an international commission.
Small wondoer if in this geseral struggle of small and
great nations, all Wilson’s diopes of limiting armaments
proved such a failure. Dixa ming revolutionary Germany
on one hand, rcducing her army to the proportion of a
merccnary police force, tho Allies, on the other hand are
themsolves strenuousiy dewsioping  projects of further
armament. According to Haifour's statement the Fnglish
army, in order to preserve peace in Kurope, will have 1
number no less than a $nillion men! It goes without
sa)ing that after the roccn %Hloody catastrophe none of
the French dirccting militzry circies think of turning
their swords into ploughshyres. The French press de-
fending the right of Frayce t incrcased armamont,
refcrs not only to the Engliih, Lut also to the Amcricans,
whoso naval programme fox 1920 is only a further lo-
gical development of growirg militarksm in Kurope.

The demobilisation, to mhich the masses were so
hopefully Jooking ‘furward after the conclusion of the
I'eace Treatly is advancing nt tho pace of 8 tortvise and
this tardiness I8 causing iucreasiog jrritation in large
circles of the population. If:out of 8 mi]lions mobilized
jn France we deduct militury losses to tho amount of
one and a half milliva killed, two and a hall millions
sick, woundcd and invalid, only & million and a half of
mcn are demobdilized at thy present moment. Out pf the
Amcrican troops, numberini 1wo million men, only about
NOO.OO0 are demobilized. "Phe percentago of demobilized
:ts tho same in kngland. The detention ot soldiers at the
front, regardless of peace .egntiations, has given rise
to sinister ferment thfoughout the country, of which
the syndicalist revolutionary circles aro very energetically
taking advantage. Ingmediyte demobilization is the
general cry of the entire pobulation, worn out by the
war: and it Is bevond doutit ghat if the. Confcrence proves
iheapablc of liquidating tne guertion of demobilization
in the shortest time, seriqu- riotx among tho soldiers
may be expected.

I will now puss over toght internal position of France
The most menacing probleip of the duy is the financial
question. The immediato cyptnses of the war in France
amount to 200 milliard frygirs. When we have added to
this sum the indispensable *xpenscs incurred by giving
nccessary help to those provinces which havo suffered
most from the war, healine the wounds that the French
bave received .from the (orman heavy artillery — the
general losses of Frunce w.l mount up to between 270—
300 milliards. The French paper «le Matios even esti-
mates them at 316 milliary francs. The snancial position
of France is perhaps still eotter shown by the increaso
of the budget. Before the tar the French budget attained
the sum of i milliard frants. Now It excecds 22 milliard
francx. In the present year; owing to tho payment of
sulwidies to the’ demobiliex] men and assistance given
‘to the population of the MNorthern regions, the French
government needs 20 millixrds more. Tho French bour-
geolaie which enriched Hsea exclusively by war contrac-
ting, asget xeeps up the tligsion in wide circles of the po-
pulatiou that all the war exjq'nses will be paid by Germany
Rat I, on one hand, we sake Into cousideration, that

- Germany .was put in the cqurse of the war to an expense.
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of 150 milliurd marks, and, on the other hand, that
Germany’s entiva national wealth=—hy the caleulation of
tho Dresden Bauk - cquals the sum of 100 milllard marks
only; and if we udd o this the enormous industrial ruin
causcd by tho blockade — it will hecome clear that all
hopes of ticrmany's healing the wounds inflicted +n the
French population by the war, are absolutely vain,

As o Austria-Hunzary —as a debtor, ~he must be
lelv out of calculation. On the contrary, even the inde-
pendent states built up on the ruins of the Hab-lure
mooarchy are themselves playing the rolo of parasites
to the, Furopean financial world.

In order to present the inevitable financial bankruptey
of France, the French minister: Klotz hrought forwani
the project of distributing all war expenses among the
members of tho future feagne of Nations. DBt it is very
doubtful whether the members of the League of Natiogs
will be able, without a radical breaking up of cuntem-
porary capitalistic organization, 1o escape out of the aby s
into Which the war has thrown them. The position. of
Italy, whose cxpenses amount to GO milliards, while ber
national wealth equals 80 millinnls  presents & clear
picture of the incapacity of the present masters -of the
day 20 solve the financial crisis. The only possible  pal-

‘lative within tho limits of the existing capitalistic organi-

zation Is an income-tax, ARhich hag bLeen realized in
America and Eugland; but the French . bourgeoisie mast
encrietically repudiates this measurcs The author of the
project of income-tax, Caillaux, wha was Minister of
Finance on the eve of the war and ~vio atlempted to tax
the bourgcoisic with a certain minimam contribution, has
been thrown into prison and his project lies dormant at
the Senate. '

The French Parliament is  incapable of carrying
out & single reformsand, at a momett when political
passions flare up all round and Furope is a scethiuz
cauldron, at such a moment the old furgotton project ot
proportional representation turns up afresh. And when
the most able und farsceing representants of the bour-
geoisie altempt-'to chingo the course of French politics
jn the sense of meeting the growing neeys of the working
masses—they weet  with violent opposition frum  the
present lords of the situation,

If the financial position of France maKes her a vieto-
rious country without a victory, her reactlonary pditirs
make her a vepublic without republicans. All radical
and republican elements ol the French lourgevisie are
living in & state of oppression. Clericalism and nationa--
listic rcaction are dominant, In the political sphere it
is Clemenceau who is aictator; in the military sphere
it is Foch and his pilitary party who actually conduct
tbo politics of Frante. The mothods of (jerman imperia-
lism, against which the Freoch republican and socialistic
press had formerly protested, — imethods which consisted:
fn tho interveolion of military authority in the home
and foreign politics of Giermany, — are now belug appiied
to their full extent in France. (refieral Foch and the
clerical party surrounding him, representdd by Maliter—
these are the real masters of the day. Aund in their cyes
not only antimilitarism but an fosuffiicientls strong warlike
apirit is a crime. Caillaux's case is very eloquent in Lhis
respect. Cuillaux is accused of pacifst policy on the
ove of the war; he is further accused of having, after
tho criebrated Agadir incident, rigned tho agreement
with Germany and averied the war in 1911; and lastly
he is accused of baving, whilo holding tho olfice of
minister of finance, allowed the Turldsh loans to be
quoted on the rrench stock-exchange before the war..
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The parliamentary paper eAction Francalses with g
relebrated editor Daudet, who has speclalized In hunting
duwn noclalistic and ropublican workers, continually
arcusing them of high treason, plays the vole of an
oficial organ of the government.

This course of national politics is felt expecially acu-
telyin Alsuce. The unfortunate -population of Alsace, who
went through all the horrors of the German occupation
in 16870, ix now, in 1919, oblijged to bend under the
heary hand of French militariam. Executions have assu-
mel a wholesale character. Thg population is divided
into cafegorics and fyll licensedis allowed awainst those
whose ancestors are oarennnn oriuin, Alsace-Lorraine
is literally writhing under the heel, of the military. On
the other hand we see such ulcers revealed in the pre-
sent parliamentary regime which only a P'anama scandal
can rival. At a time when French soldiers, who for four
scars have heen fooled by high-sounding patrintic phrases,
dream of at last retnrning to praceful life. at a time when
such terrible gacrifices were made by them, the wildest
hachanalia was taking place iR the rear of the army—an
awful pleturc. which is only now, little by little, being
revealed.

Two law-suits, which unveil tue venality, and eorrup-
tion of the present Freach bouryeoigie, are ecausing the
decpest  indignation  in the ranks of the population.
} speah of the vase of the Senator Charles Ilumbert andy
the aflair of the Brieux basin. ‘The main point of the
process of Humbhert is very simple. This senator, vice-
president of the military commission  (whose president
was Clemenceau himself) who playel an exceedingly im-
portant role in national defence, whom the parliamen-
tary circles repeatedly destined for the nmiost responsible
posts in tbe republic, this senator. whose revelations
reanding the insuflicieney of the French navy made so
much noise even before the war—this patriotie senator
is now being accused of having hought the largest
French paper <Lo Journals. with Geruan money and of
having on two dilfevent occasions reccived (rom eminent
Gerinan agents the sum of 20 milliona! It is not enly
the fizore of thix patriotic senator that Is interesting, no
Jess Interesting are the detsils brought to lizht by this
ease, which prove that a whole set of public men
were mixed up in dealing with persons of doubtful repu-
tation. This rase revealed the fact that the—now exe-
cuted—German agent llolo, -who belonged to the lest
French sociely, was more than once received by Poincars
himselfl at the same tinie that he was under accusation
of high treason and the enquity was being pursued.
There were vet other piquant details in the affair of
Charles Humbert. Among the papers of one of the accu-
sed cheques n the name of the son of Clémencesu were
fonnd. The whole defence of Charles Humbert was bulit
hy Nis counsel on the argument that this patriotic sens-
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tor, who waa bribiog the French pyess with Gotuan
nioney, was ncithar beiter nor worse ghan a whole sepies
of other politicians, who were effocling. the same doubtful
operations, only with more guod lurky and without ti
risk of landing in the dock. C . S

The other caso concerns the Mettllurgical Trum, at
the head of which stands the presens minister of muni-
Aions, Louchez. This affair is as followr: at the begianing
of the war the basin of Brieux, wRich pos<ossed 1ho
rirhest seams necessary for metallurge:al industry, wero
surrcndered to the Germnans without bigating. Aflerwards,
when the Germans began - exploiting wilv basin, and ie-
sofar increased their chances of contizuing the war, the
French Staff, who had decided to aspime the offensive
in this region in order to recover tng basin of Bricy,
met with a firm opposition Irom busgiese and financjal
circles.  The daily ele Tempss stepjd forward with a
xcries of articles which spoke of thegcertain failure of
this. operation and the aviators whoex>cuted an air-raid
over the Lasin and threw down bombx gicurred the blame.
of the ruling military authorities. It nog appears that the
proprictors  of the DBriey basin, Franco-Germin
company, werc Interested in its beind kept intact, and
that while the French soldiers wers dying by then-
sands in the trenches, the French nxiness circles (like
Louchez) by mutual agreement with 1eir German colle-
acues openly handed over the factoriss for exploitation
1o & German rompany. '

Small wonder that among this devos the revolutionary
state of mind of the masses increases sout by hour and
sechs an outlet. This outlet for the lwris workmen can
be but one:—out into the streets. Thy strect manifesta-
tionx, organized in Paris for the last =onthe, are a phe
nomenoiY of such Importance, {hat ode must speak oi'.,
them separately (See the eLetter frons Frauces on next
page). Coming out into the street tg* Fronch proieta-
riat has once wore proved 10 all thosworld its hatred
of the bourgeoix order of things, its 1@volutionary spiril
and ioternationalism.

Sach i3, in brief, the position in §runce. Need weo
say how great the prestige of the : wrssian revolution
and of the Russian Soviels is in the: mes of the Fronch
proletariat? Necd we say that after uit‘Yonelusion of tha
aristico yvery sitempt of the majority socialists to al-
tack the Russian revolution at theiryhoetings encoun-
tered such resistanco, that they do nug tlare show them-
selves any miore at the workmens asscrpulios? The French
rovolution is not far off, it wilf como like the
_Hungarian revolution, - rally In the 4ign of solidarity
with tho Russian proletariat and wing sweep away the
houv of caris, Which has heen erected with s0 much
art by ‘the diplomats of Versailles.

D. Manoulisky.
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Letter from France.

It is an unquestionalfe fact that the working class
of Fraoce, as regards ik revolutionary spirit, has by
far outriripped the partiys und syndicates that professed
to lead it.

In ALis letter T only munt to bring before you some
important fucts of the French workmen's movement,
leaving o decper xtndy = French political life for some
other time.

The bolshevik revoliiion has aroused the greatest
possible  enthusiasm in France. Unfortunately, at the
time it took place, the Focialist parties and syndicates
did not even dare to express their sympathies with it;
they had to confino theigselves to refuting the monstrous
calumpies of the lourgenis prese. But scarcely hod
hostilities ceased, vight @ays after the proclumation of
ampesty, s large numbes of meetings were organised in
I'agis and In the whole bf France. At all thoso gathe-
rings tho slightest reference to the Octoler revolution
arouscd profoundest swnpathy, finding expression In
shouts of «liurrah for the Soviets! Hurrab for Lenin and
Trotzkyls

It suficed for & par]y leader, cven the most popular
onc, 10 criticizo the sligpitest detail of sovict government
to make 1ho working men's andirnce threateningly
impose silence upon hin). And these meetings sometimes
evrn finished by brawis,

At the dozen or so gieeiing’s organised in Paris not
onc of the old muynlty-men could make himscll
heard. While the worklpg masses, grouping themsclves
round. the syndicaligta manifested such vivid sympathy
for Soviet Nussia, sugh fraternal solidarity with the
younz republic, the socialist” deputics, even of the
extremo left wing,s but varcly dared to speak favonrably
of it. They restricted tlpmselves 1o carrying on @ cam-
paign against the interyention of the Allies into Russian
aflairs. To be sure, they campaign was energetic, some-
times even passionate, nut it was basrd on arguments
of an essenVinlly formal character or of a peneral kind
directed against interierence Into the internal life of
another country; or it ook the form of patriotic protests
acpinst ekrench blood being shed an the fey plains
of Russia,

We canndt hido thay fact, however xad it be, that
the brilliant compaign #f mectings begun directly after
amnesty had becn graifted was stopped by the party
and the syndicates not w0 much because of the interfe-
rence of the polico, as v reasqn of diplomatic conside-
rations inside the parte

The demonstration wganiscd the day cf Wilson's arri-
val in Paris furnishes a istill more remarhable illustration
of this fact. v

The emajoritys socquists (of the right wing) had do-
cided to orpanise a degionstration il honour of Wilson
in order to protest, if enly in this mild form, against
Clemencesu’s cynical pgicy, his policy of conquest. Tho
centre of the ugited soutalist party,” with Longuet, Cachin
and Mistral as leaders, desired the demonstration to toke
place as an opportunity to proclaim what they called
the. esucialists progranpne of peace, The proletarians

awaited it with fmpaticnce. # order 1o oxpress their
protest, restrained so long, and to regain their right of

demonstration in the streets. But when e socialist -

deputies understoud that the demenstration would assume
a character more revolutionary thaun thoy desired it 1o
have. they profited of Clemencesn's cynical prohibitioa
in order to call it off altogether. The demonstration tcok
place none the less; though unorganised, broken up toto
groups of 2 10 3 thousand persons cach, the workmon

marched along with red flags, singing the International .

shouting out their protests against the interference Into
Russian affairs. This demonstration was undoubtedly the
starting point for all other manifestations of  the Paris
prolctariat after the war.,

In the provinces demonstrations took place every-
where. with red banners unfurled. Most of them came
off pcaceably hut amidst the greatest cnthusiasm.

In Paris the government bad prohibited all demon-
sirbtious; the city was occupied by military forces. At the
rallying point fixed by the Upion of the Syndicates of
the Seine, the Place de la Concorde and tho ad-
Joining streets, troops of all arms wrre disposed on
an area of several kilometres, In the Tuileries., not
far from the Place de la Concorde, a whole miljtary
snd police  General  Staff  was established. Notwith-
standing this display of forces, from noon the square
and the udjoining strecls were fiooded hy demonstratoi.
According to the instructions of the Syndicates’ Union
the manifestation was 1o start from the Place de la
Concorde and to iollow all the main arteries of traffic
up to the I'lace do la République. About 2 p. m. colli-
slons between workmen aud police began. Officlal reports
have it that the manitestants broke all the military and
polico rorduns and in columns counting from ten to
thirty thousand persons continued along the marked-out
routo.

The demonstration against the acquittal of thy murderer
of Jauréx which, came off three months later bore a quite
different character. Altngether peaceful as It was, it
attained such tremendous dimensions as to produce dvep
emotion in syndicalist circles and seriously frighten the
bourgroisie and tho government.

Over 300.000 persuns— according 10 official vstimates—
marched past the statue of Jaurcs in perfect order, car-
ryng their red banners. And the cries that were heard
most frequently were those of: «lurrah for Lenin! Hurrah
for Trotzky! Hurrah for ZinoviefM» The number of soldicrs
and sallors in uniform who took part in the demonstration
ercated u sepsation. We have to note an incident that
took place there. (ine of the soldiers. passing the bust
of Jaurds, took: off his war cross and citached it to the
statue. Numerous other soldiers immediately followed his
example and soon the bust was covered with 82 wap
crorsen and a number of other military decorations,

This manifestation that the government saw itsel(
forced to permit parsed in un almost cntirely peacable
fashivn. There were no armed forces and very few police
officers and the demonstration kept very quiet. But fis
dimentions Its grand charscter produced so sirong as
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impression on parlismentary cifcies that throe days later
the government brought an 8 hours working day bill
foto tho Chamber, the very bill ibat but 8 days before
tho minister of industry loucheur had declared could
never be realised jo France. And—an unpreccdented ‘fact
in French parliamentary history —this bill of surpassing
social importance in & bourgeois country passed the
Chamber and the Sensto and was promulgated into law In
§ days.

The 1-st of May demonstration marks an epoch in
the revolutionary strugglo that has begun.

Nelther the leaders of the socialist party nor ‘those
of the syndicates had desired it. Tho commitiee of the
C. G. T. (General Confederation of l.abour) pronounced
ltself decfvively against tho very principle of such a
dlemonstration. And when thoy saw it was Inevitablo they
took all possible measures in order to giro it the cha-
racter of a pracable proceseion elaiming “nothing hut an
R hours’ working day.

And vet tho events of tho 1-st of ‘May took such
threatening proportions that they will no doubt be men-
tioncd. in the history of the revolutionary movement in
France. On tho 1-st of May the whole of l'aris and the
whole of France were on strike. Work had stupped every
where. Theatres, restaurants, cafés. markets—everything
was closéd. Arcconding to  offcial dats the murket
«tho belly of I'ariss, that daily devour produce coming
from tho whole world received nothing bhut lwo baskets
of salad that day!

We lcarn from -police reporis that in some places
encounters developed into real battles. Thus near the
Opera House a solid mass of about 50.000 demonstrators
resisted the police and dragoons for a whole hour. The
same thing occurred in the Lloulevard Magenta. Dut the
most serious encounter where barricades were taken
recourse to took place near the Gare de VEst and
lasted more than two hours. - The demonstrators pulied
down the railings of the station and the neighhouring
houses, demolished the telephoni and electric posts and
used lhem for building barricades. Over-3000 dragoons
had 10 bo sent oul sgainst them. There was a conside-

rable number of victims on both sideA Near the Renals-
sance theatre @ reinfurcement of s ahousand dragoons
was required to establish order. It ewas not far from
thero that the secretary of the C. G. T. Joubaux —
majority syndicalist of the right — was wounded in the
eye. Mis eye-sizht is in danger. Not far from there
the majority deputy Poncet received four serious wounds;
another majority deputy, Laval, was wounded when alout
to render his comrade sssistance. At the Place de la
Républiquo the struggle between thes dragoons and the
demonstrators, the latier cqualling about ten thousands in
number, lasted from 2 p. m. till 11 . m., the workmen
being incessantly supported by fresh reinjorcements. Official
reports admit to 430 wounded dragoons and police ofi-
cers. The government had even to apply for assistance
to the Amcrican soldicrs stationed in Paris, fn order to’
crush the movement. But the most threatening evont of
tho day for tho French bLourgeoisie was the refusal of
the troops to fntervene against tho manifestants. Out of
100.000 soldiers present fn Paris that day it was only
several thousand dragoons that consciiod to fight against
the werkmen. Ail the other troops oithep calogortully
refused or remained neutral,

The political, economic and financl:f position of France
has boecome so complicated afler tho war that it were
venluring too far to foretell the finil Mevelopment of the
revolutionary movement in France. Juw this letter. written
rather in a hurry I will confine myseif-mercly to marking
some principal points:

1) The refolutionary movement in Franco is develo-
ping with 1ho fnevitabloncss of the Jaws of pature.

2) In this revolutionary movemocnt the leaders of the
old United Soclalist I'arty and the Geu-ral Confederation
of Labour sre not only the most re.\ctionary eloments
bot, in a number of cases, its real adversaries.

3) The progress of the Russian revolution has had
and still has & decisive foflucnce on fhe development of
tho revolution in France or, to bo mory precise: the fate
of the revolution in France dcpends adtogether upon the
fato and success of the Republic of Soviets.

'A. . Yh'.fo

Public Ecucation in Soviet Russia,

Alming at the systematization of every and all state
functions,
compelence and character of the government organ that
wnder the old regimo Lore the name of «Ministry of
I'wblic Educations. _

1) This ministry formerly confined its activity chicBy
to achools. A whole scries of highly important cultural
institutions were beyond its reach, ovon though they were
purely state institutions. Thus the statle theatres were
snder the management of the Court Ministry, tho the-
atrical high-school of the Academy of Arts. Tho Musical

Depariment was managed by the jmperial Musical Society

that, strangely enough, was under the control of the mi-

pistry of Internidl Afflairs. Thus the ariistic education of

the growing geaeration and, ia genorsl, the regulation

the Fovict has fundamentally chsnged tho

of tho rclations holween the stute and the world. of art
did not come withig the sphero of the} ministry of Publie
instruction. _

In Soviel Russis thess lusks are fart of the sctivity
of the Commissuriat of Public FKduchion; 10 which is
attached & special art section.

2) The steadily growing iasks ofiibe state, as woll
as the difficulties that private, publict and, lastly, state
publishing business in Russia meots w.th at prescnt, has
induced the Soviet to creats a speAal organ which
would regulate the whole flood of lRoratare, would in
view of the shoripess of paper choose “the most necessary
books among thoso Intended for publination, superintond
the very process of publishing and; fnally, regulate
the distribution- of printed matier ovis socialistic basis,
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According to the plan adypled-dy all the state insti4
tutions concerned and lai? for approval beforo the:
All-Russian Central Executivej Commitiee, the apove men-
Uoned organ is to form an inygral part of the Commissa-
rist of Public Education.

Such an erxtension of the §dea of public instruction to
art and the publishing of lityature will greatly enlarge
and systematize the educationh! tasks of the government.
But yot another great differen:y exists botween the Com-
missariat of Fducation and u:e} former ministry.

8) By its very spirit theiTsar's Ministry. of Public
Instruction was not 80 much'ooncerned about the pro-
motion of education in Russix, as to try to hamper it by
all possible m in order snat this stream  fodispen-
sable though it was to the fhen government, (much to
its regret), should wot ovorflaw its banks. Yet the mili-
tary and economic development of Russia sternly put
forth the moet impcrative dejnand for & supply of edu-
eated men. Therefore, undeg the pretext of founding
special schouls, s number ofiguvérnment offices formed
their own little ‘ministries o1 public Instruction where
life was sometimes more plcatant thsn under tho heavy
fist of the Tsar's ministors. Tdc Ministries of Financo, of
Commeree and Industry and of, Agriculture harboured a
great number of schouis of sn cssentiully higher type
than the mormal ministerial enrs. The war Ministry did
the same. And however strhnze it may seem, even
under the auspices of the Hoiy Synod some units of
educational interast grew up, pofwithstanding the despica-
bleness of the whole - net of. su-called clerico-parochial
achools; the normal type of cferical school, the parochial
girl's school and other Institu}ions for crippling children.

The necossity for such spocialisation completely drops
out in Soviet Russia. By decrvwe of the Council of F'cople’s
Commirsaries all the little migistries of public instruction
in the other commissariats Nave to be liquidated, and
tho affairs of public cducationr in its most general and
widest scnse are gradually g«,lng over to the Commisss-
riat of Public Education.

4) In the Russis of compyomises, in the epoch bet-
ween February aud Oclober: there was a tendency to
hand over all the schools tMat had no exclusive state
importance to the loca! govegnment organs.

For even in Tearist Ruyssia, under the (requently
unbearable supervision of the sninistry, the municipalities,
jo particular the/county coupcils, were burdened with
8 large' part of the primary public education and wore
already procedding to organisy their own higher educa-
tion. This tendency was cut ghort by t&¥ October revo-
lution. The schools are, of ciurse, under the im:zediate
management of the local couycils, 1. e. the district, pro-
visce and town departments of ‘public education, bat
they are developing within tpe' compass of the general
regulations as drawa up by thy Commissariat. The schools
in Russia are not municipal, 57: patlonsl ones, just as
the soviets In Russis are no organs of eelf-gorernment
a8 contrasted with the centr’’ governmental power, but

parts of that power which in its whole realiscs the self-
government of the working penple.

5) Tho abolition of all school fees has made private
schools fn, Russia an impossibility. Not that the Commis-
sarfat of Public education is interested la cramping pri-
vate finitiative and cutting down all schools to one general
pattern; but diverrity of school life has henoeforth 10 be
attained within the state schools, since, tho fees being
abolished, the government alone is able to keep up schools.

Thus, nowhers in the world has the Commissariat of
Public Education so great s task and so wide a compe-
tence in Questions of cultural structure as in Russia. -

At the close of this chapter that is meant to give a
genera) idea of1the mechanism regulating the state function
of public education, I wish to enumorate the chiof dopart-
ments, the sum total of which form the Cummissariat.

Al the head of tho Commissariat stand the People's
Commissary and assistant Commissar. They,are both mem-
bers of the board of cleven at whose sittings all questions
of any importance ary decided. According to a recent
doclision of the board tho most importunt matters are
discussed . by an extcnded body,* representatives of the
Petrograd District Board participatiog with right of vote.
This decision has been brought about as a resdit of re-
cognizing the particular importance of a centre like
Pctrograd from the point of view of cultural development.

Lastly, questions of principle previous to being sanc-
tioned by tho highest legislative body are discussed by
the so-called State Committee for public instruction with
the participation of repregentatives from various state
fastitutions dircctly or indirectly interested in the work
of cducation.

The whole wide sphere of activity of the Commissa-
riat is divided into soveral scctions: education, scicoce,
art. But rome departments do not come within the com-
petence o1 any of these scctions.

The scction for education comprises in the first in-
stance onn hugo departmont of uniform schools that con-
sumes the greater part of the wlole budget. Theorotic
questions connected with ono or the other school-reform
are decided by the department for school roform. Further
there belong to the section the departments of technical
schoois, of pre-school education, of out of-school education
and the dcpartment for the training of teachers,

The Scionce section consists of the department of
sclence manuging the sclentific societies, the department
of higher educational institutions and the library depart-
ment.

The Art-section is composed of the departments of fine
arts, of the protection of monumonts, the musical, theat-
rical, state publications and kinemotographic departments.

The financial, building, stores school equipment and
the «and managemont departments of the Commissariats
stand outside of the se sections.

The work of the Commissariat is enlivened by conu-
nual conferences. The most important ones that have takon
place til mow are: the All-Russian Congress of Represen-
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tatives of the Public Education Departments, i.e. of the
Province and District ISducation Boards; the chief task
of the Congress was to definitcly establish tho principles
of & uniforth typo of proloturian schoole. The All-Russian
Conference on, the Training of Teachers. Two conferences
of teachers-jnternationalists. The conferenco of represcn-
tatives of Province Departmonts. The All-Russian Confe-
rence of Reorcsantatives of the Sub-departmonts on Out of-
school Education. The All-Russian Conference of Nuseum
Workors (in Petrograd). Two Ali-Russian Conferencos on
tho Reform of High-Schools. At the present momont an
All-Russian Congress on Prc-school Education is smlng‘ in
Moscow. Fortho fith of May un All-Russian Congress'on
Out of-School Education has been summoned, for May
15-th an All-Russian Congress on the question of theatros
for peasants aod workmon. Besides theso there are
hundreds of provinclal and district conferences, cal-
led Ia" Moscow, Petrograd and other centres of Soviet
Russia.

The Commissariat of Publit education has a great
many various subsidiary commissions and committees of
experts. The most imporiant of them fs the State Educa-
tion Council that has been entrusted by the. Central
Executive Commitice with the reform of colleges and
universilles in Russia. The Council counsists of 5 members
appointed by the All-Russfan Central Exccutive Commitice
and 5 appointed by the Con:missariat of kiducasfon. The

People's Commissary of Public Fd{cation acts as chair-
man of the Council. _

In view of the acute food cri:ds experionced by this
country, it becamne an urgent' nckessity for the Soviet
to do the utmost towards saving %o children. For this
purpose the Council of Péuple’s ‘Commissaries formed’
s special Councjl for tho ProtoctiZn of Children compo-
sed of responsible representatives of the Commissariats
of Social Insursnce, of Labour, of &lealth and of Food-
Supplics and with the Poople’s Lommissary for Edu-
cation as chairman.') One of 4ho functions of the
Council for the Protectivn of Chilken is to remone the
children from famine districts to casiant colonies, i.e. in
the Ukraina, on the river Volga aad so forth. '

Such is the construction of the Sommissariat of Publie
Fducation in its general outline.

In the following U wish to poins out the fundamental
characteristics of tho reforms, or.trather, revolutionary
changes the Commissariat is carryg through in varicus
spheres of its activity.

(To be continged).

. Al Lunatcharsky.
Petrograd, end of April 19i%

1) A decree bas néw been Issues and is being earried
through that provides for the. feedinm of all childron in the
Russiaa Republio up to the nge of 14 Bt the oost of the Biate.
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Letter fromm Comrade Bela Khun to Comrade Lenin.

Dear Comrade g enin,

That s single revolutipnary act is worth more than
» dozen programmes. | marned from Marx but, without
wishing 1Q flatler you 1 Dust say thal yoa have tavght
mo the real value of theso words.

Enclosed 1 am sendhig you a historical document
oa the proletarian pevhlution In Hungary, s letter
adressed by me 1o & conirade of the left socialist wing
vpon bis requesting me; to draw up a platform that
could bdbring sbout couciliation between us. It is 2’
bolshevik programme, g§od our actions are not less
bolshevik.

Io the first instance have 1o point out that the
proletarian revolution o1 the commuuists would have
taken place even wihwout the well known mote of
Commander Vix, but & bolieve it would have been
foolish mot to have taken advantage of the opportunity
it offered. Commonplace bourgeoisie thinkers, grasping
merely st the form pl the marxist method, and
pol at s epirit, Sog it difficult to understand
how It could have couwip about that the change in
Hungary was seeminglysso painless, after the bloody
October revolution in Bhssia®). But the radical break
wih capitslism shows dlearly that our revolution was
really a communist ode. No doudbt, blood will yct
be shed in the Hunsariana revolution too, plenty
of blood. Counter-revigation it about to raise its
kead, but belore it can do so, we will chop off that
head.

To retarn to what I styrted from, 1 have not sent you &
programme, only & few on the situation, the impor-
tant being most the Ijungarian Sovlet- Republic sent
the irst greeting of proletarian dictatorship in Hungary to
its elder sister-republic. Nor am I sending you any pro-
grammes now. The fupther progress of international
revolution will shox tbh Importance that attaches wo
our proletarian revolution. Our position Is 8 critical
one. DBut come what way, all our steps are guided
by the interests of the wqrld-revolution. Not for & moment
does It oocur 10 us to sicrifice the interesis of the world-

*) R Is characteristic fdr the Scheidemannists, that it was
precicely this fact that they disliked and thet made them see
setionalistic biufl is our spvulution.

revolution to the iuterests of merely one part of inter-
nativnal revolution. Even should a Brest peace await
us, we will conclude 1t, knowing that you carried your
point when eigning it agsinst my own will, against the
will of the lef. communists, 1 was pot ashamed at the
time to confess that your polity regarding the Brost
pcace was right and the point of view of those wheo
asserled the contrary, was neither historical, nor marx-
fst. But the interpretation of those who judge our
revolution merely by tho peculiar circumstances of its
origin Is not more bistorical. | hate sent you our docrees,
from time to time but I should have liked the events of the
last days to pass befure your eyes as on s film, s0 that
you should seo that we not only proclaim dictatorship,
but actually practice it. What you say on the necessity
of dictatorship’ in your book sgainst Kautsky we have
taken for our guldance in cxercising it. I do mnot
belicve thero is oven s single action or enactment
based.on principle that you could ruise objection to.
The diiculties are much groster with us than they
were with you in Russis. Our prescnt situation in
forcign politics is worse by far than that of Rus-
sia. Yet I bolicvo po objections can be made to
our actions even from the polot of view of pure
principlo. The concilistion brought aboat on the basis
of this programme Is doubtioss ome of principle and
factics, that is 1o say, s rcal ubity. The members of
(o extreme right buve been pushed out of the party,
and the old trade-union burcaucracy is gradually beiog
sifed out. 1 know very well that not I, but the prole-
tariat ftself will decldo its own fate, but I beg you to
keep your confidence in mo. I will never go to the
right, but & JeR communism is impossible wih us
bocdusqa we are standing 80 much 10 the JoRt that a
further move to the leNt is out of the question.

I am scnding you some srticles of my oollaborators
who have fought together with me and have deen active
fn tho {ront rank of the revolution.

With hcarticst grostings from we snd my dear
ovmradys end fricnds

1 am your sincere adberent

Bela Khun.
Budapest, April 82-nd 1019,

4
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Letter from Comrade Bela Khun to Comrade Igpatius Bogar.

Dead wWo Bogar.

When you came to sce me in prison you requested
me 10 dcline a platform that could unite both scctions
of the Hungarian workmen's movement. 1 should like
1o add that this is a question that concerns not only
the Hungarian working class, but the whole international
proletariat. :

Bot I bave to say beforchand that we will not
negotiate while in prison. I think it superfluovs to
explain wby.

As rcgards my opinion on the unity of the La-
bour movemcat, I L.\lleve that only & resl, not a sham
union can briog about tho liberation of the proletariat.
I think it requires no further cxplanation that a union
of tho Labour movement as proclaimed by the .Neps-
zava~ in ts issue of March 9-th would furco the
greutest part of the{ working masscs into the cainp of
the Sclividemanns and would thus be merely harmful
and objectionable. The only advantageous prolotarian
union I3 a harmonjous organisation of the Labour
movement rooled.in tho ground of a unity of vi.cory
aud principle and proclaiming not tho cooperation of
tbe classes, but class war. Sacrifices of principlo wre
oquivalcot to relinquishing one's principles— there is no
doudt about that. ' o

1 only wish to remind yypu of Marx's opinion on tho
onity artificialy created by the Gotha programme, which,
in its turm, sprang- from a compromise letweon tho
Fisenach aod the Lassallé adherents. In his lotter
sddressed to Bracke, Marx says in connection with his
crilicism of the Gotha programmo:

~We know to what extent tho. mere fact of the
union gratifics the workmen, but you would be greatly
mistaken did you belicve that the temporary result was
achieved at a cheap price. )

I hasten to explain to those oclectics who decry
evory refercnce to Marx as dogmatism, as biblo-marxism
and authority-woship (whereas they wish to put their
own insignificant seives o place of Marx) that the words
I quote nre truo mot bccause Marx said them. Facts
prove 1hem to be so.

The kistory of the labour movement would, I beliove,
have been much poorer Yn' glorius revolutionary eveats
and, more particularly, In achicvements, had not the
Russian bolshoviks (as Lenin states) put an end to
tactical operations within the party itscil as oarly as
1907; bad not Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Liobknecht and
Franz Mebring and even the most harmless Independent
soclalists squarcd accounts with tho sham unity of tie
German labour movercnt already during the war; lad
not the Italian socialisis done tho samo during the
Tripolitan war, and had they mot thus gained frecdem
of aclion and by means of their indepcndent organi-
sation created the possivility of propaganda for them-
selves. Poasidly fratricidal war, the war of one part of
the prolotariat against the other, would not have been
carried on ®0 opcnz,“ but—to say the least—it is
questionable whether open struggle has not spared
the proletariat a much grester pumber of victims that
each yoar of capitalist rule exacted.. I furtber ask you:

is the collislon of the workmcen (¥ganised in trade-unions
with the proletarians standing ojlside them mot just as
much a fratricidal war?

There are {nevitable, so-calltl necessary evils. Such,
a one is ‘my having to stake m3t head now and perhaps
also later on. 1It.was bad for ne, but in the end good
for the labour movement Othirs ought to be able to
place thomseives on this historinl, objective standpoint
10 less than I,

The unity on the Jalour ‘movements must come

‘about. Dut ia order to rendsr this onion possible,

they have to be separated firt. This is no play on
words, but the expression of a cfalectic law.

Do it before or after the vikory of the proletarian
rcvolution, the labour movemnen' will be united under
any circumstauces. Not that Iifcel more akin to the
Hoogarian prolctariat thun —dlet us say — to the
proletariat «f America, Russia or Pbhemia. Yet subjectively
I shouid still fcel happy if the Kungarian Labour move.
ment by its unity gained s vicicxry for the proletariat
and onitedly took up the worl, for the tansition to
socialism.

I caonot help locking scricwhat sceptically into
the future. The - pesition of 1S international labour
movement forces me to it. A~d yet I believe that
the unity of the .pure, {. e. 130 revolutiopary labeur
movemert will be realised in the wbot distant future,

The platform yjou demand ofS me would lave to be
s summary ol our own crystalkscd opinion and that
of our honest opponents, and ¢may bo druwn up as
follows: _ '

1) No support of the so callc§ People’s Government.
No participation in tho governcrnt of the bourgeois
state. Cessatlon of all class conpctation. Transformation
of the workirg class organisationg into Workmen's Sol-
diers’ and Pcasants’ Councils.

a21) Abandonment of the polity of so-called terri-
torial or, as it is now stylci. national fotegrity.
Jacrgetio opposition to so-calley .revelutionary hume
defence®, an outgrowth of classpcooperation. Preven-
tion at all costs of & new wai; ogainst the Tchecbs,
Roumanians or Serbians, sceinn? that & proletarian
pmymun consent 10 a revolutioniry war only on condi-
tion that

8) all power has actoally aril defenithy passed W0
the industrial and agricuitural prdictariat
b) all identity with capitalisticy interests has actually

¢) full guarantce (s oficred ol the war will mot
croato now national oppression.

.8) It can bo allcged that the xevolution In Hungary
is now in o transition stage from:iia so-called generally
national phase to an epoch of puvely proletarian revo-
lution, of socicl revolution. The *Hungarian revolution
is ». masifestation of the revolu:ionary energy of the
intornational proletariat, twrned cuctive as a result of
the general fallure of capiwalistic ‘roduction. Hence the
activity of the Fungarian proletarat has to develop oo
the following : :
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8) No parliamentary reiulfic, but —as a transition

stage—a centralized repubfic “f Councils of Workmen's
and Peasants' Deputies;
v b) Abolition of tho stmdfig army and tho speclal
armed forces (police, gentartiery, fronticr-guard and
so on) and their replacomeps 5y tho clasg army of the
prolotariat; the disarmamemv &7 the bourgroisio.

¢) Complete aballiiyn Df -bureaucracy, self-govern-
ment of the proletarian masses: the councils of work-
men’s and pcasants’ dowous ucting not only as
Iegislative, but also as exscutive and Judiciary organs.
All offices are to be ersctive, the term of office
Is to be short, and the ofjcials are to be dismissable.
The rénuneration of tho officials is not to cxceed
that of the skilled workme:, ‘Higher remuneration — as
Russian experience teaches;— can be granted only to
specialists. :

A political -constitution »f this kind would ensure
the carrying through of mesures for the transition to
soclalism and tho suppressiop of all counter-revolutionary
efforts of the bourgeoisie.

4) Even beforv taking knmediate measures towards
transition to socialisin an® before taking over state
-power, centralized control jof the workmen's couhcils
and docentralized control op the workmen's controlling
councils has without delay tb le realized over industrial
and sgricultural production sind the distribution of .pro-
ducts (partly as a substitute for the factory committees).
At the same time detailed pjock of all productive forces,
raw materials and food supplies bas tu be taken by the
workmen's and peasants councils.

The transition measures leading up to socialism
would roughly shape as follyws:

5) Confiscation of all rral estate in favour of the
proletarian-state, prohibition pf wage labour for the benefit
of privato people in private ‘stablishmonts. All land is to
be proclaimed state propert. and every acre of soll, in
so far as it is not tildd by its” owner or his
family, is to be cultivatewn by the state tlirough the
councils of village _?oor. JXuoergetic opposition . to
the division of land.) A provisionsl measure for a
short period of transition may in this respect be the

" formation of cooperative ‘socleties for agricultural pro-
duction. - _
. 6). Socialisation of banks, cenfiscation of all investments
and deposits, )

7) Soclalisatlon of indusiry and transport (in the
first place, of cvurse, large ihdustry and iheir concentra-
tion trough tho proletarian stite. Management of industry
and transport by the warkers. (The management
boards to connst, for instance, of '/s of employocs
of the works In questioy, /4 represcotatives of
the collective organisations- vf tho given Industrial
branch 1/, represcntatives cf consumers’ organisations,
1/s representalives of the yupreme Council of Public
Economy).

8) Immediate monopolizatin -of foreign and large home
trade. Monopoly of all the .nore Important food stufls.
Their distribution only to workers upon presentation
of workmen's certificates wusvugh cooperative stores
or correspondjog departmerys of the Workmen's and
Peasants’ Councils (the puachase department of the
factories may alfo serve as sases of distributlon), with
a view to actual realization pof - the toiler's income, to
the transition to payment of sages in Kind. .

9) Immediate carrying Wrough of all the demands
for the protection of labouy put forth i the so-calied

transition programmne of the Social Democrat party, and on
the other bhand, introduction of labour discipline.

10) State propaganda of socialism. Immediate separa-
tion of church and state. The schools are to be pmployed

.n educating the children to socialism,

Such Is the platform which, in my opinion, wifl
shortly unite the revolutionary wing and finally the
whole of the Jabour movement.

The expericnces they have made with democracy or,
to be moro exact, with bourgeois democracy have, 1
believe, sobercrd many people in Hungary too. Not only
is the failure of tho policy of land distribution a certainty
to-day; but the hopes set on the so-called reformation
of bureaucracy and on the National Assemhiy have alrcady
proved vain as well. The mendacity of the principle of
equuluﬁ as proclaimed by bourgeois democracy — tho
latter being falsely represented as general democracy—,
the lncapuicity of democracy for realizing the nieasures
of transition te socialism become cvident as soon as weo
try to confront tho exploiter and the exploited. Can
the exploiter ever be equal In all respects with the
exploited?

Proletarian democracy, in other words, proletarian
dictatorship, must necessarily occupy the first place in
tho siruggle of all those who earncsily desire the abolition
of exploitation. The revolutivnary elements of the Ja-
bour movement have to agree on this programme. The
socialist partics of ltaly and Switzerland, as well as the
independent social democracy of Germany, and it is said,
cven the Serbian socialist party have accepted it.

No reference to coal shoriage, to capialism lying
low, no catchword like ewe cannot socialize old iroms,
no pointing to the international situation as a bugheur
can keep eéven a single socialist of revolutionary mind
from openly acting in this scnse.

Every reference 10 the intcrnational position openly
scrves lo-day the imperialism of the Allics. Every
conlentior that, the coal shortage hampers the deve-
lopment of the proletarian revolution scrves so-called
revolutionary home defence, or, 1o speak openly, the
principle of territorial integrity. Those who, instead of
standing up for proletarian revolution and the trans-
mission of political power 10 the soviets, preach revolu-
tionary home defence against Roumanians and Czechs so
that the capitalistic enterprises might get coal, will,
in order to achievo this alm readily place the proletariat
of Ilungary at the service of Allled imperialism.

I do not believe that the proletariat of Hungary will
find salvation through American food profitcering, nor
through ccal bought in exchange for ammunition from
Polish and Ukrainian counter-revolutionaires in the pay
of the Entente—this can Lring nothing but enslavement in the
first place. An alliance with the Russian, German, Lettish
sod Ukrainian revolutionary proletariat, alone can
save the Hungarian people. This is the problem of
foreign policy that confronts us a$ the present mo-
ment and this will enable us to immodiately procced
to conjuint action. I am convinced that disiliusiooment
about the dounter-revolutionary clique callcd the <League
of Nations» has already set in everywhore., Those who
proclaimed the League of Nations s salvation from all
evils to-day possibly rely more on the solidarity of the
Italian, French. English and Tchecho-Slovak proletariat.
And these paris of the international proletariat will,
I believe rather throw In their lot with a proletarian
Huogary than with & Hungary standing uader the lea-
dership of Karolyl.
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The internationsl revolution is nor the charlatanism
that the League of Nations ia. As late as Docember —
if I remomber right — the Wilsonists, — trumphantly
polnted to Germany as the coontry where thcre was not the
slightest prospect of & proletarian revolution.—However,
lo-day not oumly the Spartaciste, but the Indepcndent
socialists, yea, even the proletarian clcments of the
majority socialists stand up for & proletarian revolution
in Germany. Would you call what is taking place in
Germany fratricidal war? Perbaps the so-called volunteer
army also consists of ebrotherss? But just ask, dear
comrade, why the governmcent does not permit the pubii-
cation of the radio-telegrams roceived at Csepel a fow
days ago on tho demands of the British workmen's and
soldiers’ councils and the details of the London distur-
bances. If you happen to come across ono of the initiated
government people in a moment of candour he will
perhaps tell you what these radios contain. The bankruptey
of Berne bad to coincide with the .faflure of tho League
of Nations, since the international policy of Berno was
‘but the camp-follower of tho Paris policy. This marks a
progress towards ihe” victory of the revolutionary Inter-
national which Is the sine qua non of every effort at
unity.

Tho concreto measures Jor bringing about the union
are, in my opinion, the following:

1) A conjoint conference ¢f the revolutionary elements
with the object of discussing the platform I proposc.

2) Maximum alteration of the party programme In this
sense and inclusion into it of

a) the valuation of imperialism as a particular stage
of capitalism, the acknowlodgment of the bankruptcy of
cppitulism, the opposition to state-sucialism or slate
capitalism; )

b) tbe relations of the proletariat to the state. We
naturally demand a republic of soviets;

c) tho alteration of the trapsition programme to make
i$ correspond to what we have said above;

3) Uniod with the revolutionary International.

One further remark. .

The so-called purely socialist governmeot is no ap-
proach to the revolutionary dictatorship of the pro-
Jetariat, to proletarian democracy. On the contrary, it
diverts from that direction. A parliamentary form of
government, the very organisation of \he bourgeois state
is an obstacle to the sell-government of the working

cracy‘in a parliamentary regnblic The rule of a socialist
government Do more signifies 1P» rule of proletarian
domocracy, than stato capitalism »~ which characteristi-
cally begins with monopolisation &I the sugar industry
in Hubpgary — signifes socializatio®.

1 write you all this, dear comwsdo, and 1 believe you
have no doubt that I will at il costs fight for this
programme which, in my opinios. 1s the preliminary
condition for the liberation of the wroletariat. I am not
wshamed, nay, 1 am rather proud »f jt that Lenin and—
I wiil reveal the secret to you—ii a German Spartacists
support us in this strugi;le. Nor am = ashamed ol their sup-
port even if expreased 1 roubles andt( am proud of it that
Radek and 1 have won and earnod ficir widest confidgnce.
We will not fail to show ours:lvess worthy of it in" the
future as well.

By whom proleterian dittatorst:!p will be established
fn Hubgary i~ a question very ofica put — Is & matter
of indifference to me. I believeathat the proletarian
masses and not single persons will Lichleve it snd that
those destined for it by their convieilon and, 1 add, their
courago will stand at the head of «the masses. I can
calmly say, from my prison;, th.t I8 is of no im-
port- to me whother or nut I shsil be among the first
when offices are 10 be distributed. werely wish to fight
fn the front rank of the proletan.at in Hungary, as 1
did before in Russia. The test of %3 true revolutionary
Is his actiona. )

‘We who call ourselves communists: must wait in the
prison of tho bourgecois stute for tha verdict that s jury,
consisting of small shopkeocpcers =om Theresicnstadt,
grocers from Leopoldstadt and busgesses from Joseph-
stadt, will pass upon the revoluti-nary sctivity of the
labour movement, for we «s0-callecds communists desire
nothing but to act in this direction.

I koow that this struggle for rhe liberation of the
prolotariat, although not decided up«n by a united labour
party, will yet weld together the workmen's movement
of all countries. After the first stagcs of the struggle the
labour movement will be united, st as in Russia
where — I say it .to prevent poss.ole errors — it was
not the ' bolsheviks who accepted ime standpoint of the
menshoviks.

With communist groetings rom mf:1f and my comrades
Iiremain yours

manses, 10 the transition to socialism. There is no pure _ , 3ela Khun.
soclalist government tha\ could realise proletarian demo- Budapest, March 11, 1919, )
. ]
’ Reypm M [l Qantaliag [a: ha Prrg Bavtonam,
Tea Doiend OF Tog BCtoy Sociotict Dosy fo Tohe Pert In fho Dome Qoaitonce.

Letter of Comrade Morgari to the ,Bemer Tagewacht®

Dear comrades! You have reccmx published @ tele-
gram from Milan, dated February 7-th, with the news,
that the Italian Socialist party bad decided to call back
fis delegatos, Morgari and Casalini, from the Iatcrna-
tioval Congress in Derne, as the Party neither approved
of the mannor in which this Congress had been convoked,
nor of the character of its debates. This communication is
inexact in the following points: 1) The Italian Socialist
party did not, in any way delegate us 1o this Conference;
2) we did not take part in this Conference and 8) we received

no communication from Italy in the :Ai:nse of the pudbli-
shed Milan telegram. For the same zreasons that had
decided the Soclal-Domocrat Party Switzerland to
boycott the International Confercn™ of Berne, the
Executine of our Party sent us W Lerne to take pury
in.all the meetings of the old Interi*ational, summoned
by tbe official plenipotentiaries of 1~’- Internutional, to
which our party yet belongs; we weis charged to uphold
the principles of élmmenuld and Kicothal at these mee-
tings, be they the Sesslons of the Briysels International
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Bareau, or of the Congr(ss summoned by this Burean
or by Its Secretary. At the/same time wo wero instructed
pot to take part in the Corference, if it produced nothing
more than Soclal-Patriotic ‘dlscoarses, or was but a con-
tinuation of the September: Conference of Entente Soci-
alists in London. Such Jirnctions were given to us
because in Rome we did »ot know what awaited us in
Berne. Our press gave viry contradictory information ;
the invitation telograms were wanting in Incidity; some
of them were signed by IR:nderson, others — by Huys-
mans, and Yyet others by <he Secretary of the French
Socialist Party. The censer prevented our asking for
explanations. So we arrived in Berne. But no souner
had the true spirit of the onferenco become clear o us,
than we declared Yo the @urcau of this International
Conference, *hat it must 3ot consider us as delegatos,
Comrade Casalini, having Aoticed his name in tho list
of delcgates, infoymed the DBurcau by letter that his
pame bad been iuscried in the list by mistake. We
remained at the yonferencs in the capacity of journalists
ouly, in order to snform oiy press and our Party on the
proceedings of the Conferen*e and on the opinions hostile
o us.

After our ltalian Comrydes had convihced themselves
of the character of the Conforcnce an energetic campaign
against it began in the <¢Avantis. This papor wrote:
«lt is certainly true that yot all the paiticipants of the
Conference were animated dy such (that is Social-Patri-
olic) sentiments '‘and somo of them held bigh the stan-
dard of our principles; buy we find that the simple fart
of their presence, even in'the quality of an opposition,
might prove of benefit 10 the other side. Their presence

ot the very least gave a stamp of legitimacy to an in

’ missible and arbit ot — tho attidude of the
rnativaal Bureau in le~ving to the judgment of one
group of participants the power to invite or pass over,
esrtals fractions of the Internailonal — according to the

tastes and sympathies of the roling classes, with whom,
properly speaking, the Socialists have nothing in common.—
«The Itnlian Soclalisty, together with the Swiss, Russian,
(English Socialist Labour Party), Americans, Serbians, Bul-
garians (Tesniake) and all who have remained true to
Socialism fn peace time, as well as in the time of war,
most decidedly refused to acknowledge such rights aper-
taining to the Burean. Constantine Lazzari was perfectly
right when recently writing in most decided terms: «The
Italian Socialists can not take part in the meetings of
such parties and groups, that have united their causo
with the cause of the bourgecols goverments, and especi-
ally of those, whose conscience is burdencd with the
double murder of Karl Lichbknecht and of Rosa Luxem-
burg. \We suppase that those of our comrades, who
conndlnglr thought of taking part in the DBerne Confe-
rence, wlil now be convinced that the best thing for
them is w0 keep themsclres aloof (rom people, who only
scek forgetfulness for their past sins and their recent cri-
mes.  Thanks to this forgeifulness, all the adherents
of the wear have managed to unite so fass.

With 'this sort of International we bave nothing in
common; and all our comrades throughout the world
who stand on the basis of class strugglio are with us.
The Socislistic, proletariat will not allow itself 10 be decel-
ved: it sces the abyss yawning beiween these men and
itsell. Everything most and will bo built up afresh.
This conrerns the International also. RBut that new
International wiil be tie International of the proletarian
socialists, the fArst spark of which was struck in gloomy,
tragic days in the small villago of Zimmerwald, amidst
the accusntions and persecution of that bourgeoisie, which
has wrned the world into a sea of blood ; amidst calurany
and aniuiosity from the greater part of thoss, who yes-
terday ut Berne dared to play the role of Defonders of
Soclalism.

Morgari.

Programme

Of The Commitiee For The Estableshment-Of International Relations

Carried at the Socialist Section
Congress of April 20-th, 21-st and 22-nd 1919.

France.

The sociulist party lays it down that sinte August
1914 events have brilliatly justified tho assertions of socia-
lis;a before the war.

In its struggle agwinst the ecatastrophy which it saw
approaching the soclalist Intefnational nover ceased to
denounce the terrible danger (hat throdtened the peace.
of the world through the policy of imperialism, colonja-
lism and armament pursuesi by all the governments.

With daily growing force and clearness it deflned the
capitalistio character of thy conflict, from the awful con-
sequances of which it enlleavoured to rescne mankind.
Is 1912 at Basle it sofmply condemned the policy
of secret treaties and oritninsl inyrigues carricd on by
the mooarchist and republican stage-mansgers that ron-
dered the conflagration inuvitable. ’

The war broke out, copfiriming the apprehensions of
the socialists. In all the. plases of its monsirous develop-

ment it lore witness to its roal character, — carefully
hMidden from tho mnsses — and made evident the res-
ponsibility of the rule of spolistion and violence that
constitute the capitalistic regime for all its horrors.

By farce of secrot sgreoments and conirary to inter-
national law the governmnents of the two belligerent
groups procecded to divide the world anew for their own
profit. Everywhere and always each military siccess
was accompanicd by an intensification of capitalist greed
and by the abuse of brute force.

Germnany, for an instant having become master of
the situation imposed upon Russls the odious treaty of
Brest-Litovsk, Victorious in their turn, the govercments
of the Allicd nations — allicd merely In their common
hatred of socialiem_but at varfunce in their sunexionist
ambitions — give evidence of the same duur:g:rd of
the principles of justice sad right behind w they
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had ensconced themsolves by drawing up & new map
of Europe. Thua, by means of secret treatics thoy ende-
‘avour to tcar Germany to pleccs, to annox or put undor
their own control the left bunk of the Rhino, the Sarre
district, the Fastern coast of tho Adriatie, Asla Mioor,
Syria, Mossnpotamia, Persia, the German colonies...

The daily growing conflicts of the imperialists which
.t the Peaco Cunference sel the small nations at variance
with the great ones and the great nations with one
another, show .but too clearly that the capitaliatic and
political appetite of spoliation and conquest are indepen-
dent of the form of power and that no bourgcols govern-
ment can ever wage n .a war for feslice®,

The Socialist InternationAl counted chiefly upon the
BA"etvu'ln to frustrate tho criminal designs of capitalism,
wrec. the plans of diplomacy and avert slaughtér. The
failuro or impotence of Lourgeois democracy in face
of tho dominating' power of capitalism proved during
the whole course of tho war that this attitude was ju-
stifled. )

The Soclulist International was of course well aware
that the proletariat, systematically kept ia ignorance
uwnd hampered as it was in its eflorts of organisation by
the bourgoolsie in power, could not prevent the conficl.
But it foresaw that the progress and aims of the impe-
rialist war would create a revolutionary, situstion and
at Stuttgart it urged tho socialists to take advantage
of this position in order to shorten tho war and ewijth
all their might to profit by the cconomic and political
crisis for ropsing the masses of tho population and
hasten the dowofall of capitalistic rules.

In jta duration, In its monstrous devoring of kum
an lives and 'in the false wealth ft has created this
war has hy far excoedod all prophcsies.

The Lourgeoisie appears jmpotont to solve tho nume-
rons problems that its blind and bellicose policy has
called up and under the weight of which jt now writhes
and succumbs. Tho considerable discrepancy exis-
ting every where between revenue and expenditure ren-
der it imposaible for capitalism to reestablish the f{inan-
cial ecquilibriom by its own force, to reconstruct the
ruins and renew the harmony between wages and the
cost of living, stcadily continuing 10 go up in spite of all
palliative mcasurcs, and to bring back to their normal
condition the means of production and exchange.

It is because of this situation being general, because
all. the civilised ndtions are to-day plunged into an abyss
of disorganiration and destitution that the capital of one
nation cannot expect to inake somme other weakor or
defeated nation pay. Tho failure of the formula «Ger-
many will pays has already been officially announced,
showing to tho proletariat — which may. bave become
intoxicated with ke illusion of victory, — that all is
not “well with the ruling classes. The latter have no
means of . saving themscives, except by reducing the
workmen and peasants to a state of economic servitude
which they cannot possihly accept.

Thus 1the proletariat is confronted by & greater
crisis, a siivation more revolutionary than the Socialist
International had forescen. Events force it to take
more immediate and greater respoansibilities upon fiself.

Social rovolution has bogun aod the theoretic and
abetract idoa of the gradual change of capitalism into »
socialism 80 longer holds gord.

In Russia all power is in the hands of the proleta~
riat. Ja Germany the workmea adod peasants reject
the would-be democracy bdora of a compromise bdel-

ween social democrat traiters and nlilitary reaction
and, potwithstand!g tho bloody ~cprisals the presont go-
vernmont took recoursq to tho;revolutionary process is
the same as in Ruscsia.’

Hence .the evolutionist docirine no longer cofres-
ponds to the facts of the situanon. The course of his-
tory cannot be arrestedi Every sattempt, be It to dispos-
scss the working class whore :* has come into power,
to hampor tho soaring ofeach pre-eat revolution, or to pa-
ralyse the devclopment of the ture intornational social
ono by means of helping the gosorning classes to solve
within the frame of bourgeois ¢:'mocracy the difMicaltics
that bear them down, chn to diy serve only the purpo-
scs of pure reaction.

The Soclalist Party (urther wshes to point out that
the Intorpational alwnys was reolutionary and that tho
cntire tactics of modorn scientlig socfalism are summed
up in the followlng  expressiox of Karl Marx: «The
workiog class s cither vovolutidaary or does not exist
at alls.

It never wa) the final alm of the Intcrnational to
altain power by universal suffiigo or by the develop-
mont of parlismcniary and deoncratic institutions. If
ln normal times the allst Iernational had & pro-
gramme of reforms, it never rugirded those reforms ss
an end, but merely as & means .- adapted to circam-
stances of time and place — rowards the raising ot
the power of action -of the niisscs for the day of
inevitablo revolution. It koow! that dsmocracy must
necds becomo an impomt;ilny ag soon a8 it reachos &
stago of development wbich mighe codanger thé exisien-
co of the leading capitatist bow=coisle. It knew that
in the face of such a scrious menace the government as
mouthpiece of the bourgzoisie, wtuld without the sligh-
test hesitation sunpress the libert™s and privileges prev-
jously granted.- llls\or{mknon ™ example of a class
fn power letting ltsell Lo ousted py legal measures.

Thus revolulion Is a necessile, and as soon as the
proletariat aitains to power it has to establish its dic-
tatorship until its conquests are safe from all attempts
at capitalistic reaction.

Prior 1o boing put into praciilo by the Soviet Go-
vernment of Russia this ldea was3advocated by the In-
tornational, the latter having nevir admitted the hypo-
thesis of an evolution cnding in pyaceable dispossession
of the unrcsisting bourgeoisie. .

The soclalist party energeticdliy repudiates all at-
temts at ropresenting the revolulira as premature and
the proletariat as insuficiently presared for the exercise
of state power.

The moment for the outhrea} and development ol
soclal revolution ure not exclusive,y’ dcpendent upon the
necessary preparation for it of t¥e.working class, nor

n tho degree of capitalist concadirutiqn; they also
dopend upon the general situation mrfought sbout by the

.bourgeoisie and by the latier’s iqnincnce to find suitabdle -

meany for prolonging iis rule. T&ndprojetariat muy be
forced by necessity to make revolu:ian and take power.
It. Lkas to answer the call eveitkough its stage of
preparation may seem insufficient.

From tho abovo facts, i. e.-ube disintegration of
bourgeois socicty on the one hand sud the rpality of the
rovolution on the other it follows iuat the world prole-
tariat is placed beforo tho slternsi:ie: either to take the
path of rovolution or to sirengthen ihe capitalisy dour-
geoisie and suffer ke lalter’s dictatseship.

Only the complets possession o3 power by the wor-
king class caa solve the prodlemg o social erganisation,
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Revolution "to-day having tefl the sphere of theory and
become & reality, the stagy of a democratised League of
Nations tending ultimately so evolve towards socialism

outlived its tima. The [dea of such & [.oague under

nt day eonditions Is at once chimerical apd counter-
fevolutionary. The conflictioi e various 1mperialisms
at the Peace Qonfercnch.+ the unchaiing of the same
cupidity In the newly creaied countrics iestify that the
bourgeoisie Is incapble of organising such a League or
of making anything of 1t esxept an instrument for con-
solidating 1ts own power. Morcover, the implacalle an-
tagonism among the capitaliste of the various couptries,
as well as tho necessity ol gpurding agalnst revelutionary
outbursts prevent the bounieoisie from carrying out fts
plans. Thus it is in orger to gain profit and at the
same time to avoid a revolutidn that the Freoch ULour-
geoisie depands indemnitics and territorics.

Being in . a state of tot:t decomposition the bourgeols
class can only cary out i designs if they are backed
up by the prolctariat. But!the latter s not fnterested
in giving such support. On the contrary, it must profit
by the circumstances that,permit ft to scize the power
with & minimum of effort. Fvery adhesion of the prole-
tariat G0 thy policy of Prasident Wilson characterised
by tho Suviet Governmeig as e«the vasal of world
imperialism» — is a denia. of the possibilitics of the
revolutionary situation and an dttempt at reestablishing
& regimo that bas irretrievably failed.

Notking but revolution can bring ahout a speedy and
complete solution of the problems of socinl reorganisa-
tion.  Revolution alone cpn relicve mankind from the
nightmare of war, regenerate rnd liberate work by buil-
ding up .society on productin, and eradicating profitecr-
ing and with §t the high cyat ‘of life.

Revolution alope is capwyble of bringing about joter
pational harmony- that will Justly and without delay
solve sll those national qiesyons which the rule of violence
and arbitrariness now to b. imposed leaves unanswerod
as 30 many. threats of futuge wars.

Only by Immediate and- general abolition of tho pa-
rasitic taxes Imposed ypoa the community By capital
for the greatest part findisz their origin in the public
debt — can reestablish financial balance and find the
mecessary resources for givjug ‘healthy dwellings and the

benefits of science, social assistance and insurance to
the working masses decimated by consumption und other
diseases of poverty.

And, again, only by ackowledging the value of all
profitable labour will it enable woman to take tho place
in society she is entitled to and automatically (the pre-
scot revolutions gives sn example of it) sot up complete
equalitn of tho soxes. )

Onuy by becoming wholly master of its destiny will
the working class be enabled to rebuild the ruins of
the war, 1o proceed to repair the mcans of transport,
the instruments of industrial production sgricultural ma-
chinery, etc. thus ensuring the spcedy regeneration of the
ruined nations.

Whaiever reforms it may concede, the capitalist bor..
geoisiv will pever of its own free will consent to chsaiyge
the general character of education, that most powerful
fnstrument of dominfon. Only victoriour Revolution will
crcate the real system of education, seculur, compulsory
and frce of charge in all fts stages, a system- that will
no longer be conient to teach the ichildren of the people
mercly what everjone should know of, but which will

lace all the children on a footing of complete equa-
ity and thus ensure to every one of them full develop-
ment of its faculties,

Thus the socialist party submits the 'following pro-
gramme to the proletarian masses and summons them
10 carry it into being: .
" 1) Compicte taking over of power by the proleta-

at.

2) Introducticn of compulsory work.

8) Boclalisation of the means of production and
exchange, of land, indusiries, mines, means of transport.
under tbe immediate-manaogement of peasants, workmen
miners, railwaymen, sailors. . .!

4) Dirtribution of products - by means of cooperative
and municipal stores, under the control of the commu-

hiey.

5) Municipalization of houses and of hospitals.

G) Transformation of the bureaucracy under the di-
rect management of the workers.

7) Untversal disarmament as a result of the union
of sl the proletarian republics within the socialist In-
ternational.

Resoluficn propased by Prassard, Paul Faure,

Vereall, and Lerlof af the Borme Ocrtoicnee.

Why did the British delegates from the Labour Party and 1. L. P. oppose thit resolution?

«The International Socialisj Confcrence refuses to hold
s debate which tends to ccndamnn the dictatorship of the
proletariat in the name of dcsiocracy; just as it would
refuso, if the proposition ware put forward, to condemn
domocracy in the name of the dictatorship.

The Couference bas nojmancate, and is even disqua-
liffied (owing to the' absenie of & cprtain number of
nationa) sections) to discuis (he régife‘ established fin
Rursia Ly the Soviet Goverpment. The' Conference consi-
ders that such s debate cwid not arrive st theoretical
and practical conclusions «f say value, 80 long as the
blockadv and the censorshi* in certain couvtiries preveot
the reunion of those able .ty mve information on the re-

gime of the Soviots, and 1o help us in establishing
autboritative opinion. d “
«Above all, the Conference considers the very fact
ol criticising a régime which the capitalist classes of all
countries pursue with an unplacable hatred would help
the designs: of the governments, which, by the economie
blockade and military intervention, dream of annihilating,
in the name of what they call Bolshevism, an effort for
liberty attempted by the Russian workers and .poasants,
The conference considers that the intervention and
blockade menace the very existence of the Russian Re-
volution and the even course of its development, and
affirms that the international proletariat. has the right
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to be impartially informed ‘on the Socialist exbperierice
which is being gained-in thie Soviet Republic.

«The Conforence declares that it is the duty of the
Soclalist Parties to fight with ali their energy to force
the governments to rotire from Russia and to liberate
the troops which aro still fighting there, as weill as to

and International Worker's Commission #hall be charged
with the least possible delay, to go wed procure on the
spot all the facts, which alone can chable the Interna-
tional to bring to bear'an enlightepeq 3,1 definite judg-
ment on the action and the methods inshgurated by the
Russian Revolution and by the Gerwah and Austrian

fhise the blockade, which strangles the Russian peoplo  Revolutlonss.
economically, The Conference decides that a Socialist
.}

Text of ke sgrcement, coacluZad In tho Cudepest pilsea Cotocon the comminist party dnd
the soclal-demosrctio partics of hingan.

The Social-Democratic Party of Hungary and the
Communist Party of Hungary at the conference of party-
leaders on March 21 of the yoar 1919 resolve to unilg
both parties completely.

Tho united party will be named Sociulist Party of
Hungary, until the revolutionary Intesnational gives the
parly snother definite name.

Thbe union was acromplished on tbe agrcemenl that
both former parties were to take part conjointly in the
direction of the new party and that goveromental power
should immediately be taken intq the hands of the party
in the mame of the proletariat. Dictatorship was to be

realized by means of workmens solders and peasants
councils. By force of this the project wf & National As-
sembly complately falls away.

A class army of the proletariat clits must immedia-
toly be organized and is to proceed to dis:irm the bourgeoiale.

For the sake of securing the power; of the proletariat
and resisting Entente imperislism, » kluse military and
spiritual slliance with the Russian Soviet . Republic is
to by concluded.

Signed. The Social-Democrat Jarty of Hungary.
The Communist Party of Hungary.

Graeting of the lrish soclalists fo ife Russian Communist parly and fo ibe congress of the
Comzualst Intcraciional.

In the name of the Irish revolutionary socialist pro-
letarisn movement we send you greeting. Transmit it to
the revolutionsry comrades of the Russian Communist
perty and the Communist Congress.

1 would bave liked to transmit this greeting perso-
slly, and would have doue it, . if this government had

Now-York 20-th March 1919,

not refusdd mo the permission 1o comv 0 you. I take
advantsge of this opponutunity 10 send 3ou groetings. Rest
sssured that your Irish comrades are with you ia
everything you might undertake.
Yours for the revolution and the distatorship of the
proletariat.
Jiw Larkia.



Proceedings of the Central Executive Committee

of the Communist International.
P%

An Appeal from the Bxecutive Com-
mittee ‘of the Communist International.

(by wircless.)
To all, To alll

An uohoard-of crime ig being committed which puts in
the rhade the crimes comibitted by the propertied classes
during the war. The Fondlish and Freoch imperialists
surround the Hungarisn Soviet Republic on all sides
in order 10 drown the Hur%arian Revolution ia the blood
of Hyngarian workmen. Thy Roamanian fendal lords throw
their deluded troops ag:finst Hungary. The Czecho-
Slovak urged on by tie same French imperialists,
wmove upon Hungary from two other directions. The
Soviet Government of IHifigary has expressod its wil-
liogneds 10 wsccept thet very ' hardest conditions of
peace and to satlafly all the unbeard of tlalms of the
Roumanian and Czecbo-shvak reaciionary governments.
The reictionary armies of fhe ahovementioned governments
are none the less rontinyng their advance In Hungary.

The sjguilicance of thése events 4y clear. The Hunga-
rian Soviet Republic didinot and does mot want war.
The Hungarian Soviet (fovernment expresses the will
of all the workers of Huhynry. The Hungarian workmen
have overthrown the power of the capitalists —that {s
their only crime. The adiance of tbe imperialists agalost
Soclalistic Hungary is obvsously going on with the sympathy
and support of the socifl-traitors, who call themsolves
social-democrats. Tho ccuference of the yellow «Interna-
tlonal», which is now bging beld in Amsterdam, did not
by a single word of prottst show disapproval of the brutal
campaign agaiost Soviet' Hungary:

The Executive Commnpitteo of the Communist Interns-
tional addresses jtself té 'tke Roumanian, Caecho-slovak
and Jugoslav workmen‘and soldiers. Comrades, refuse
1o play the part of butchers«of the Hungarian workmen:
lond & friendly hand tp our brothers, the Hungarian
soldiers and workmen! 1he workers of the world will
turs with scort from thise who did not do. their duty
at such a responsible njoment.

Workmen and soldgrs of Francel The bourgeoisie
of your country is moni of all 10 be blamed for the
rovolling campaign agyinst Soviet Hungary. LIt your
volce In protost! Take power from the grasp of the-gres-
test evil-doers that ever oxisted! Strike the knife from
the hands of the would-be murderers of our brothers,
‘the Hungarlan workmen!

~ 'The heroic deeds « the Huagariaa workmem, who:
have Instituted a repuplic of labour, are the pride of
all class conaciows werkinen throughout the werld. Te you,

Hungarian workmen, surrounded on all sides by enemies,
the communist workmen of the world send their most
ardont greeting. The Russian prolctariat in the course
of the year and a half of its dictatorship saw ftsell fin
A Do less dificult position more than once; yet it over-
camo all obstacles and came out victorious. We are
frmly convinced that you will emerge greatly mtrengthe-
ned by this trial,

Down with the international brigands!

Long live the Hungarian Soviet Republicl

Q. Zinoviev.

Chairman of he Executive Committes of the Commu-
aist International.

How the Bourgeoisie Pights against the
Communist International.

(by wireless)

Friedrich Platien, member of the Executive Commiitee
of the Communist International, and citizon of the Swiss
Republic, who was arrested on April 8-ih in Finland as
Y ﬁ:usian hostage, was permitted to return tb tho Rus-
sian (ronticrs on May 14-th and is now ian Petrograd.
Comrado Platten categorcally refused to give his consent
to be exchanged for the Finns arrcsted in Russia; be
refused likowise 10 eexproey. the desires of returning to
Russia. It was only on th& Finnish frootier, that com.
Flatien made, {n order not to prevent the countor-oxchange
of Russian citizens, who had already beon under arrest
for some mouths in Finland, the following declaration:

«0On the 14-th May of 1919 It was announced to me in
Helsinglors Prison that I was 1o bo immediately sent
back to Russia. Putting aside my personal wishes and
counting with circumstances 1 make no more oljections
10 my being returned to Russias. I'latien bad been assured
that his being sent back to Russia had mothing %o do
with the former ideas of exchange.

The case of Platien has been discussdd in the Finnish
Parliament. It is being communicated from an authentic
source that the conduct of the goverment in proclaiming
s Swiss citizen s Russian hostage created a sirong
opposition and members of the government have declared
that the decision of the Parliament may lead to the fall
of the ministry.

The bourgeoisie everywhere opens bhospitable doors
10 the yellow Berne eInternationals. Dut ia their struggle
against the work of the Communist Iaternational ne
means are considered bad enough. The workers of all
countries will judge this conduct of the bourgeoisie accon-
ding to its merit, L

Q. Ziaeviev.

Chairmsi of the Execstive Committes of the Comme-
nist Internaiional.

——————-
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To the congress of the Swedish com-
rades.

Desar Friends.

In the same of the Executive Committos of the

Communistic Internstional, I tender your Congress the
heartiest greetings, The Executive Committee is convinced
that your Party, one of the first 1o raise the bauner of
struggle against Social-Chauvinlum, will now assume
the appellation of Communistic Party, and of course,
fully accept the programme of the Communistic Interna-
tional. The bourgeolsie of the Allled countries has proved
incapable of putting the plan of open intepvention against
Soviet Russia into practice: workmen and soldlers preven-
ted their doing this. At present the ‘Allied imperiulists
are pursuing a system of velled intorvention into Russian
alfairs, by trying to set Finland, Esthonts, Poland, ets
against us. To expose the true character of this fresh
sttack is one of the most important duties of the prole-
tarisa parties of Europe. We are sure that your Party
wil] e in tho first ranks in-the achieving of this task.
The Communist International is growing and gatbering
force from.day to day, all the powers of hell will not
overcomo us. The hour' of complete victory is mear for'
the workers of the world.

0./2]!!0"[0'.

Chairman of the Executive Committes of the Commu-
lllg International.

Petrograd, May 30-th 1019,

To the Organizations of the Proletarian
Youth of the World.

Dear Comradoes,

In the great imperialist slaughter, it is the yousg workers
and massants thet have suffered Lhe heaviest losses. Milllons
and/mlilions of workers in the prime of lite perished in order
{o satisty the greed of & gang of capitalists. The bourgeols
Governments deliberately sent working-class youth to be
massacred, with a double aim: first, fo vanquish their bour-
goole rival, In order 10 Increase their own galas; and, second;

to destroy the most unruly® exacting a:d: revolutionary ele-
moats among thelr owa working class.

It was working youth that suffered wost from the Warof
1914—-1910; and I{ was they who first rhined their voice Ia
protest against the monstrous carnage.

When the official ,Soclalist® and Soclst-Democrat Partics
went over to the side of the bourgeoisis, and began 1o exalt
this predatory war, as & Just® and slibgratiog® war — the
organizations of youth were the first to rjiso up agalnst such
troachery. The Bcheldemasi:ns and Ebers' in Germany; the
Rensudels aad Thomas in France; the Hyadmans and Header-
sons iu Englaad; the Rennors and Aysterlits 1a Austria;
Gompers In Awmerica, and other frauds and traitors ia other
countries, came wp agalnst tiie oppositionif proletarian youth.
Now is the bour to organize the latereatitounal of youth. The
Young werkers of the world, must definiteiy choose thelr path.

The Communist International, foundodsin Moecow, la March
1919 summons all loung organizations ito Join its ranke,
Thk) Commuaists Jook upon the work arongst the youth, as
ome of the most important and preesin* tasks., Karl Lieb-
knecht, the great champion of the Comfuniet [nternational
martyred by the Bocial-traitors, was one of the most ardent
advocates of the Young labour movemeyt as well as one of
ils foremost organizers. The Russian B! rviet Republic places
all its resources, all its strength at the Girvice of the Yousg
workers and peasants.

The Yellow _internstional® has ‘beeg founded I Berne.
The murderers of Karl Lisbknecht. have sere united with the
betrayers of the French workmen. This™ellow Internations}
ls dut & Lool in the hauds of the Imperillists of the Eatents
Kautsky, who defends the ,unity” with ‘sScheidemaan, s, ia
realily a lackey in the service of the Boirgrolale, -

We are sure that working youth wit mot wish {0 have
anything in common with this Imternitional of deception,
falsehood and treason,'but, as, one man, will basten to jeia
the fighting International, the Red ComMmunist International.
The long-expected moment has at last gome — the supreme
moment ol struggie for the power of tde workers; for the
dictatorsbip of the proletariat; for Cemmunism: The working
class its taking its revenge for thd outrage, Inflicted
on ‘the proletariat during five yearrt of war. All over
the world, the workmea will organize Ssviets, realize Bocia.
llem, Against (the black army of the hurgeoisle, we shall
oppose our Red Workers' Army, whose ywuth will fight ea the
foremost barricades, in the name of Hovig Power.

Long live Proletariaa Youth! Leag 3ive the Commuaiet
International of Youtht

Q. Zineviev.

Chairmaa of the Ezecutive Commiitcy of the Communietis
jaternational.

Petrograd, May 19-3; 1918,



Resoluttons of the first Congres of the Communis! Interoational
. -~ "

Report of Comrade Albert.

(Germany.)

Doar comrabdd

“As late as November 8-tii 1018 even the adherents of
the independent social dgmocrats declared it impossiblo
that Russian conditions conld ever arise in Germany. that
is 0 say, that Lhere wowkd over be a revolution in Ger-
many. Yot as early as Nodembor 9-1h the old structure of
the ‘capitalistic regime ecatlapsed. As early as November
9th we had the very thipg in Germany, that up to that
moment had been criticisyd Ao soverely with regard to
" Russis, the thing one had {hought impossible for Germany.

In the beginning it # true, the whole movement in
"Germany appeared to beinothing but a soldiers’ revolt,
an outgrowth of the dischntent of the Boldiery with the
Deaconic severity of theiz commanders, a result of their
aversion to the war. Ye: the Boviet system was intro-

duced overnight; Boviets wqre formed overnight oven in the.
smiall towns. We were this witnessing not merely a sol-

diers’ mutiny brought abqut by discontent with the war.
We were witnesaing the remlisation of the will of the pro-
lotarist to firmly establish the new system it had fought
for so long: v set up & sodialist regime in place of the old
erder of things.

The labour councils that had sprung up overnight
were, of course, very unstevle as yet. The majority socla-
lists and the adherents of Hchoidemann, much béNor orgs-
nised then workmen magaged to sneak into govern-
ment, seize government nosts and gain & fAirm foo-
Ung in the Soviets. The old notion of the workmen
that the new order of th:ngé could be bullt up by me-
rely putting & few social-ddmiotrats in place of the for
mer rulers and ministers, iwak the reason why the inde-
pendents and majority socjalibts were represented in the
government of Germany.

In the first days of fhe revolution the workmen's
oouncils proposed to the adhdronts of the Bpartacus-Union
to take part In the governinent, and comrade Liebknecht
was offered & seat in the ministry. Liebknecht declared he
would go into the cabinet for three days only, in order to
help the oonclusion ef the armistice. The majority-socia-
lists nol agreeing (o this. comrade Libbknecht, and with
him the other members of tho Spartacus Union, refused to
participate in the government. ;We delieved the moment had
not yet come for German)’ to replace the old capitalistic
state by a new social system, and we knew it would not
do to merely drive away § fow lackeys of royalty. The
ohieof thing was to destroy }ho old state machine and
construct our own mechanism of power. The main thing
was to show and teach ihe working masses, that in
the first place & system of soviets bad to be bullt up,
L o that first of all the prolntariat had to take over dicta-
tership. A litlle later measwres ‘! the government were
to prove thai ouwr Munw been quite right in not

ontlering the cabinet. All the first decrees of government
were aimed at depriving the workmen's couucils of execu-
tive power.

Maase, Dittmann, Barth and others were of the govern-
ment too. Both governmental opinions had joined in issulng
the first decrce. Only a few days passed and they tame
into collislon with the Central Council. The government
placed itsclf above the aystem of soviets. The officers that
had beon removed had their commissions returned and
received their old command back again. The powers that
wero thought it premature to introduce socialism and pro-
poscd to postpone it for somo later time. The demands of
the workmeh were refused, because—so they said—it was
impossible to change the existing state mechanism, be-
cause the cnemy was at the gates, because the Allies
would not pernit any changes whatsoever.

But when the protest of the proletariat against these
doings became ever stronger, when .the workmen would
not conscnt to tread the old paths, the government showed
its true face.

It is characteristic of German conditions thaf the very
third day after the nutbreak of the revolution the conser--
vative press drgans declared that the revolution simply did
exist and eould not be no easily explained away. The chief
thing was—so they contendcd—for the government (o tako
care thal democracy should really be carried through in
Germany, that democracy should bé realised in practioe.
What they meant was a democracy of the bourgeolsie, the
calling of a National Assembly. The Spartacus Union imme-
diately pointed out that there was to be no such thing,
that we necded dictatorship of tho proletariat, that had
created its own mechanism ol organisation the spviel ay-
stem, and as it was tho proletariat that had achieved the
revolution fn Germany, it ought to be the only class called
upon (o build up the new state. We demandcd relentless
class-struggle, until final annihilation of the eapitalist
system. But' this was not to the taste of Messrs.
8chcidemann and Ebert. They declared themselves in favour
of & National Assembly. Preparations for the elections
were made with incrediblo speed. This gave the. workmen
their cue. The wholo nation split into two groups. The
representatives of capital, supporting the National Assembly
stood on.the one side, the 8y artacus-Unfon with their de-
mand for & soviel aystem and the dictatcrship of the pro-
letariat on the other. Such was the parole all through the
oontests that yuu know about.

Our, comrades, adherents of the Spartacus Union, had
formerly been organized in the Independent Social Democrat
Party. At the beginning of the war only one soclal democratie
party existed in Germany that was being exalted to the
very skies in the rest of Burope. The fact of the social-
democrats and their leaders hatving gone over (o nationalieny
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st the outbreak of the war and fighting side by side with
the bourgeoisie made it impossible for the. memuvers of the
Spartacus—Union to remain in that organisation any longer.
There was yet another fraction that did not agree to
voling the war oredits this was the fraction of Haase
and Ledebour. But with regard to other questions of home
dofonco they were at one with Scheidemann and Ebert.
After showing open opposition they were ejocted from the
party and proceeded to form the Independent Social Demo-
eratic Party.

The friends of the Spartacus—Union had no possitiilty
of working and developing their activity. The Sparcists
were either thrown into prison or scnt to the trenches.
Only a fow of them could continue work in so far as they
happened to be at liberty. When the Indepondent Social
Democratic Parly was formed at Gotha we were ready to
Join it, but divergoncies, even irroconcilable ones -existed
st the very outsol.  After the outbreak of the revolution the
Independents entered the government, declared themselves
in favour of bourgeols democracy and ondeavoured to sirangle
the soviet systom. Thus we could no longer work with thems
On January 8-rd 1919, at the conference of the Spartacus
Union in Berlin, we inaugurated the Communist Party of
Germany. As s a8 our party had como inlo being the
government, under the leadership of Ebert-Scheidomann,
began a relentless war against the communists. All the
old methods of oppression that had furmerly been practiced
by ths old regime were now ruthlersiy applicd by tho now
government in order to crush the Coininunist Party. The
workmen revoltnd against such policy; the prolotariat took
recourse to strikes to prove that it would not let itsell be
oppresscd by tho old methods. At this the reprcsentatives
‘of Ebert and Scheideman declared merciless war upon the
proletariat and first {iad maxim-guns ‘and cannons wheeled
out into the streets ¢f Berlin against the working masses.’
On December 6-th 1418 maxim-guns and cannons fired on
peacefully demonstryting workmen in the srcets of Berlin,
and a largo number/of our best comrades were kilied or
soverely wounded. Il Is characteristic that persccution was
most relentless against soldiermembers of the communist
party.

What about the German army of to-day? Having spont
four years In the war and on the 9-th of November overthrown
the old regime by revolt the soldiers no longer wish to
evntinue the old game. The old regiments have beon dissol-
ved. After the outbrosk of the revoluti~i they simply cut
and ran without caring whelher it pleaned Scheidemann’
or mot.

The military units in Germany were dinsolved with in
a fow days after the revolution. Whole districts whose
leadors belonged to the gommunist party carried threugh
demobilisation at their own risk. The Rrunswick Republio
sanounced demobHisation for the 28-rd of December. The
QGovernment [mperial protested, but the soldiers had
already becn dismissed. Nomvor. it had but little sense
for the government to keep back'the old soidiers, for they
oould no ‘onsor be of any use for its aims. The old front
regiments refused to fight the extornal enemy. Armistice
or no armistice, they simply ran away, as fast as their
lege could carry them. 1 have to say that Russia ook active
pert in the crumbdiing up of our army. The prisoners of
war arrived from Russia’ Wherever they appeared it
did net take long for all desire for war to vanish.

Some regiments at the fronts ocould not be reashed
by propaganda and oontinued {0 remain under the com-
mand of their offieers, but they- very scon deased to be
R for actien,

Gencral Legius, the military commangur of Berlin, decla-
red in the beginning of January that -6 deys presence
in Borlin would suffice for tho completz domoralisation of
his troops at present still in kept hand4 by thoir officers.
It was only owing to forces returnir~ from the fronts
whore agitation had not yet penctrated ghat weapons were
made use of against the workmen In tug streels of Berlin.
Thys it was on Decomber 6-th 1018 {12t the troops Just
returned from Finland, by order of thes government, shot
down soldlers coraing from s meeting oz the red soldiere
union. When a fow days lator the sailors forming’ the foune
dation and chiof support of tho rovolutiyy (mostly workmen
that beforo too had been party- mombom) “refused to leave
Berlin by order of the government, th. 'latter detailed a
rogiment from the battle —front agaixst them and the
sailors were poited with hand grenadcsé The cabinet mom-
bors Haase, Barth and Ditiman declared Yhat they were not:
prosent at the sittlog Wore it waus accided to fire on
the workmen, and the lndeondenu witadrew from govern-
ment. They wore thrust out, and great wna their lament at it

The Spartacus greap ocould @o longs: work with them.
With such pcople all work was illusory The formation of
s separate Communist Party was impetive, the more so
as within tho cxisting party snlits woke becoming more
and moro numerous. The majorily party works harmoniously,
but within the Indcpen-lant Party somefning is rotton Each
leader represents s scparate point of -iew, each of them
urges the formation- of a different pirty. In particular
Ledeobour and Diumig coveted the Ided-of founding a uni-
versal Gorman party. lad this actuall¥ beco done another
Independent Social Democratic Party pould have arisen,
leaning neither to the right nor to tho -ft, failing to advo-
cate the cause of the oxtreme radicyis, the Spartacus-
Union and tho dictatorship of the prolcvariat. This promp-
{ed us to immediately scparate ourselvis from thes¢ wmen
and thus to counteract the formation of = new hybrid perty.

Tho task of the: communist unioff was not only ‘%
found a now party but, first and foremast, to educate the
masses, Lo prepare them for the introaxction of the soola-
list order of;things where cach singlovnan’s work will be
of account. Evory now and then thevdea takes hold of
the workmen that all thoy have to dogs Lo Teplace some
cabinet ministers by social democrats. 2{t was our task to
point out that the struggie against tng bourgeoisie could
only be carried on by means of masl-action. From the
very outset it was eclear {o us that ties revolution et No-
vember waa nothing but & weak altemiy ot destroying the
old regime, that the roal gevolution in x\Gormany wes yet
to come.

&t became evident in the course of  yew weeks that the
reconstruction of society 08 & now basinywould still demand
bloody fights, that civil war would flaje up with a vas-
sion until now unknown to history, 1The masses have

‘to be shown that their only salvatiorg lies in the goviet

sysicm. All our agitation is directed tywards making this
clear. to the workmen, towards, faducrig: them lo form
their soviets.

How about these soviets? M first cquncils were formed
everywhere. ' In works asd workshops qio workers elected
eouncils with the aim of improviag theiq conditions of work
within their own establishments. Por us:the import of these
councils lles in their having ousted thejzinfluential German
trade-unions which were at one with thp yellow socialists,
whicb prohibited strikes, opposed every oyon movement of the
workers and sttacked them from behind ou every posaidle
occasion. Since the 9-th of November L srade-unions have
ocoased (o play apy role whatsewver. Bijoe the 9-th of No»
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vember all economie movement has been carried Sn with
eut, nay, against the tsade-unions that had not once
suooeeded in pushing thdbugh the economic demands of
the working men. Only fecently did the shop-assistants’
unjon begin an open muvement, the reason being that
members of the communi’t party were among its leaders.

What are the prospects of the future struggle in Ger
many? If one iIs to judge’ by the numerical results of the
eloctions for the National .Auombly the majority soclalists
in Germany have the supjoft of the overwheiming mass of
the population. Tho Scherdemans obtained It million votes,
the fadependent socialists 2 milllons. But closer investi-
gatlon of the movement shows that the workmen do not
st all stand in such serriéd ranks behind the government
as the laiter professes thdy do. On the contrary, it sppears
thet whenever the workers endeavour to gain their own
ouds independently and b spite of the government they
follow the ery of the cominunists. In Rhineland-Westpha.
lia there is a wide-aprexd movement among the miners
A central council was elected and entrusted with tho control
of the coal menes. It was' not only the workmen who took
part in the socialisationsuf the enterprises: the staff of
officials declared themselirs roady to carry through socia-
lisation 'independently of] the former owners and to join
the miners in managing'tha works without sabotage. Of
eourse, it ls Impossible to pyoceed o socialise & single branch
ol Industry in a state, but!it is symptomatie that tho work-
wen understand the only wa) for abolishing the old eco-
aomic order to be the soclalisation of the works. in fact, of
eoconomle life as & whold. The prospects for the future
struggle are favourable bgcause the economic development
In.Germany shows a rapidly descending curve.

It is leas favourable thst the government deals sharply
with the workmen, but tha latler are not easily to be inti-
midated. Wherever comjilications arose in Germany the
seldiers doclared : ,We will nnt fight against the workmen®.
But military forces that &eep neutral are of no use to
the government. The lattdr therefore procecded to organise
white guards out of volunieor regiments, after the Russian
pallern. New regiments wiors formed to defend tho Eastern
frontier, the pretext was tofkecp down the Polish insurgents,
those Poles that were opy refled by the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie and that to-day’ arc maltreated cxactly as before,
On the other hand the mi: Mry forces wero made use of to
beal back the onaet of bolkhlbvik red guards. In Gormany
the red guards werv pictul»d as 3 gang of murdering and
pillaging robbers. Active : ntopaganda Is being carried on
by the government in ordsr to win soldiers for the struggio
against the bolsheviks.

“These soldiers were also made use of 1o fight tho
workmen in the streels of Berlin and to crush the wor-
king men in their ctruggle +vThe first movement arose
in Berlin in January 1919 The govcrnment had dismissed
the prefect of the police and put s majority man In his
.place whose treschery bad . formerly won him the hatred
uf the working men. Thus tho danger arose for the proleta.
riat that the new prefect would proceed against them with
the most brutal measures.! Without waiting for a signal or
Instructions from the partt. least of all for those of the
Spartacus - Unlon,  the wo*kmen on January 19-th occupicd

several printing - offices, in the first place tho office of the .

2Vorwiris® which paper hind long been an eyesore to them.
After several days of strudgle and occupation the majority
men under the leadership bf (he government sent out the
first white guirds to restnse order in Berlin. The atrocious
and brutal wiy I which they prooeeded Is evidenced by
bo faet hat the firel papidmontaires lssuing from the

»Yorwirts® — building with the flag of truce were simply
flogged to death by the soldiers. After having crushed the
movement the white guards proceeded to arrest and imprison-
all those who openly adhered {o the Spartacus Union.
Thus did our best lcaders, Karl Liebknecht and Rosa
Luzemburg fall into the hands of the butchers, who mur-
dered thém In the strect. All the yarns about the attempted
flight of Liehknecht and of the dragging away of comrade
Luxemburg by the workmen is rank fraud. We are slready
in posscssion of evidence proving that Liebknocht was
beaten over the head, with the butt-ends of riflos by soldiers
of the white guard, was carried away ina motor-car sevorly
wounded and thercupon shot dead. As to Rona Luxembury,
she was killed by two blows of the butt and ber corpse
dragged away. The murderers and officgrs are known, the
evidence has been published, but the murdercrs still walk
the strects In liberly. The governmont never thinks of
proceeding agalnsl them.

The fate of Lichknecht and Luzemburg has been shared
by many other Spartacists. They were killed by fanatic
soldiers and officers and their bodies thrust into the earth
without much ado. Our Russian comrade Karl Radek was
arrested, loaded with heavy iron chains and thrown intn a
damp and cold ccliar, a cell, formerly the place of confine-
ment for murderers. So you see that tervor in Berlin is ad ita
height. The struggle of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie
Is no longer carricd on by means of leaflets and pamphlecta.
To-day the proletariat fights with powder and shot. The
panic-stricken bourgenisie has no other course but to nop
the prolctariat down by force. It has no others mogns ot
ite disposal.

The econondic conditions of Germany are hopeless. Works
are bheing closed Ly the dozen; by means of economie
movements and strikes the workmen have won for them-
selves wages which make the enterprises no longer appear
a paying businecss to the capitalist. 5o \he simply closes
shop, because it docs' not yleld a wurplus (big euough for
him. On the other hand the reluctanco of the workmen to
work is steadily growing. It Is not to bo wondered at that
to-day, when they might have the business in their own
hands, the workmen no longer want to fill the pockets of
the. capitalists. Their aversion is becoming greater day by
day. Raw materials are scarce and wherever they are o
be got at all they are being smuggled from hand to hand.
That is why the capitalists closo their enterpriscs. When
1 left Borlin the number of the unémployed was $60.000.
The oconomic collapse of Germany Is approaching
fost.

Communication in Germany Is bad. I was™told 'at home;
oI you go to Russia you will witness thinge!* Comreden,
as compared to Germany, I travelled from the frontior to
Moscow luxuriously. The English and French have taken
our best locomotives. The way from Berlin to Leipale that
formerly used to take two hours now frequently lasts
9 to 10 hours. Where expross-irains used to run every
hour, there are dnly one or two slow irains a day now.
It is evident that the fomer method of management cannot
be continued.

Tho food question Is becoming more and morv compli.
caled. The prices for foodstuffs are oontinually rising, or
else they are not to be obtained atall. The rations are ir-
suffic'ent for keoping alive and'recourse has to be taken, lo
smuggling and illegal food trading. Tho workmen are not
in a position to purchase the necessary food-stuffs. As a
direct result riots take place everywhere. The white guards
are only walting for the moment te advance against the
proletarial. Thus armed colligions are unavoldable.
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Al this and the peace with the Alliés in particular will
show that tho proletariat carries on its sruggle in the firm
hopo of a successful end. The government puts tho work-
mon off frora one day to the next saying: we must not do
anything; peaco with the Allies is a matter of a few days.
But the working masses will no longer be deceived by such
lame excuses. For months we have been told that we
must fight againat Russia in order to win favour in the
eyes of the Entente. But so fur wo have scen no signs of
their favour, nor shall wo ever do so. Tho few tins of
condensed milk have been offered us at a price that capi-
taliaty may bo able to pay, but not workmen. Tho Schei-
demannists who four years ngo sanctioned and supported
the policy of war against the Alliod counlries, are now
crawling on their bollies bofore the Allics and whinlng and
praying for mercy. They are afraid of the peaco. The
German government, tho Scheidomannists and thoir sct
have shown Lhe Allies how peace with a vanquished enemy
in made: England and Franco can point to Brest-Litovsk
and say ,jou have taught us how to make peace”; and If
the conditions of pcace will bo hoavy it is because the
representatives of tho Entente, Wilson, Clémenccau and C°
are but the head tlorks of their reapective capitalistic states
and regard the conclusion of peace as a business deal that

is (6 be made the most of. Not by.the kovernmont's creep-
ing on its belly and whining is anytinng to be got out of
tho Allics, but by the proletariat continiung its revolution
with energy and phasion. The conlidcace of England and
France has to bo won and ‘the struggle for the world —
rovolution carricd on ' fn unfon with thase countries.

This is the opinwn of the Communyt Party, and by our
propaganda we will succoed in winn..g that part of the
German proletariat for our ideag whicl has not yet joined
us. I believe 1 am .not too optimistio 1d 1 say that the Cum-

nist Party of Gormany, as af Russia, ¢)ntinuos its struggle
i’ the hope that thp time is not too fat off when the Ger
man prolotariat wiul sucaced to brin;%its pevolution to »
glorious end: when proletarian dictat«gahip will be estad-
lished in the teoth of all the Nationzi Asseniblies of the
world, jn the tecth of all Scheldemanna and hourgeois na-
tionulism. For thid struggle it is imp.Tative that the pro-
letarians of Gormany tako the field inn:iose union with the
prolotariat of other countries. It is be ;use I am convinced
of this that I have gladly accopted yous invitation, {rusting
that very shortly wo shall fight side U% side with the pro-
letariat of all othon countries, especis:iy that of England
and Prance/ for thp realisation of they revolutionary aims
in Germany. '

Report of Comrade G. Zinoviev.

(Runia).

Comrades.

You will vodorstand that I can only pick out & fow
things at random from the abundance of material At my
disposal. We are now for the Sirst timo in a pasition
to hold an international conference on Russian soil and
Y0 lay before our comrades an immense quantity of
matcrial concerning our moverent. \We are no longer
forced (as once upon A timr) to appear as emigrants and
to voica merely the feeble echocs of tho Russian labour
movemond. . Much of what wo have heard from comrade
Albert abon¢ Germany -wo could repeat in another strain
about our own past. It rominds us of what we had
bere during the ora of Korensky, of what we experjen-
ood fa Russia in August 1917 or thiercabouts.

As vou know, oar party was the only onv to proclaim
prolctanian revolution \n Russia. All the .other- partios
were against the Octobex revolution, and it wes evidont
that the communist vanguard of tho Russian prolotariat
had to take the whole burdeq of the struggle upon itsoll
without any assistance whaisoéver, nay, in spite of ma-
nifold obstacles.

Previous to the Oclober revolution our party counted
about 10.000 members. Now thav 'we are standing
before our. 8-th regular conforence ¢l the Communist
Party we have about 500.000 members. Merhaps ihis
jo not much, but you will updersisnd that we cannot

throw open our doors to all the elongnts that now wish
to entor our parfy. As a matler 0y course, the best
elcments of the working- clasy, thvy best eloments of
working youth jqin our party and 3hoso elements are
heartily welcomed by us. But mow 1:2¢ our parly Is at
the holm of the stale numbers xf carcerisis snd
dublous clements of the small boujscolsie, baturally,
often seek admission into our party. We Luve however
firmly and irrevocably decided to pui sorious obstacles
in the way of thcso clements. Our Costral Committoe has
even resolved to deprive some categorida of party-membors
of the vote for the party confercnce Tlectivns. It scems
rathor strango that we should havo re2,urse to rostricting
suffrage inside the party itself, but IX-epeat, this “reso-
lutlon bas the support of the wholexnarty because we
want jis members 10 bb of one moul§ because we want
only true communists t0 be admiited w» the party, Itis
» question only of the 500.000 memiSrs that- hold the
whole state mechanismi ia thelr higids, fromr top to
bottom. -

The nucleus ‘of thé party are we working men.
Intellectuals  are very scarce  in Tor .raoks. Only
lately has a change been Bnolicéadb®. A number of
intellectuals are now prepared o wors with us in the
soviet institutions, but ndmission %0 ov& party is mot so
vasliy granted,
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The trade unions (urifisk the second form of our
labour organisation. With s the historical evolution of
the trade unions was diffoent (rom that' of Germany.
In the memorable yoars ofdi1404 to 1905 thoy plajed
prominent pait in tho revotution, and now they go on
parallel lines/iwith us in o' struggle for soclalism. The
membership of the Ruasianttrade-unions now amounts to
ahout 3!/3 millions. This » Yhe figure furnished by the
last trede unlon congress. Tho overwhelming majority
of the members stand on tBe platform of our party and
all reenlutions 4re exclusivesy in the spirit of our party.
It is only & very small mltnrny in tho trale unions that
pleads neutrality for the wunicns, that advocates' their
«independences. Tho majdily supports the idea that
they have to work hand iu hand with tho communists.
Therc is & falrly sirong tedency in favour of the pati-
onalization of tho trade unions, i. e. in favour of the
trade unions formally becuming a part of the soviet
government. As:a matter of fuct, the irade unlons act
as a part of our slate machine. Thus with regard to
the question o wage rates the decicions are formally
taken by the Council of Pchple’'s Commissarics, but the
final word in the matter Relongs to tho trade unions.
Tt I8 the same. with regara no ull questions of workmen's
Insuranco and many other Juestions of vital Importance
for the wurkers.

A third - kind of orgapisation are the cooperative
societier. AVp have now twenty-five thousand cooperativo
societics, the workmen's sorictics in the towns counting
two million members and} the rural societics in the
country ‘with ten williona. 4dding to these pumbers the
familics of tho members oidhe cooperative organixations
comprise a membership of dhout ANy milliogs.

However, as everyone kaows, our chiel organisations
are the soviet institutions. 3t in difGeull to' say precisely
how many persons - - workn*en unJd poasanis—are organi-
sed in our soviet institutiods. But ono thing we can say:
after our soviet constitutiont had been drawn up we saw
that wo could gradually cxtend suffrage to a part of
the middle strata of tho population. Thus, for example, the
elections for the Petrograd Workmen's Council offered
the following picture: Petroyrad has about 650.000 voters.
Over two thirds took paat in tho eloctions, and more
than nine u\nlhs of the nopulation bave the right to
vote. 1 belicve the examgjlo furnished by Petrograd fs
fairly typical for our cities,* and I think I can say'that
moro than one hundred millivns of the population possees
and exerciss the right of vute.

As a matter of courso the whole burden of the work
in the soviet-institutions is borne by the common workmen.

is fact is important for our comrades in other countrics
100. We 0o had been Intymidated and oven the work-
mon thomselves belioved we' could not manage so com-
plicated & task with our own forces. No doubt, many
mistakes are still being” made. But the working masses
of Russla, although by far not the most intelligens in
the world, have shown that they are able to solve these

complicated problems if they are given political power
snd have an organised party to lead them.

Until latoly our party was mainly a party of the
urban proletariat. This is natural, for our first mombors
came . from the factories; our organisation was born in
the workers' quarter. But now our party is Lecoming
the party of the working massos in_town and country.
We have not heen working in the country so long as in
the towns, and porhaps with less energy. Bul we can
say that this year of ‘work in the country has bréught
our party numerous ‘now forces and that we have suc-
cceded in ousting all_other partics there. Tho communist
party enjoys grcat and cvor-growing popularity in the
villages. Tho peasant youths, the former soldiers, the
workmen from the towns and chiefly the workmen
from Petrogrdd and Moscow have achieved a great
work ian the country, — tho Petrograd workmen in
patticular, In the course of the last year 280.000
workmen emigrated from Petrograd to tho fronts and
into the country. It was, of course, vory unfortunate for
Petrograd, but all the more fortunate for our revolution
that tho vanguard of Russian workmen left the city and
continued their fruitful activity in the “villages. Within
thege last months the communist revolution has reached
the country. The poor peasantry of Russia is st present
passiog the phase of the October rovolution, and from
this source many ncw forces for the communist revolution
will emanate.

Our party and our proletariat woro tho Arst 1o ho
ablo to carry throught stato propaganda for communism.
And we mado the most of our chance. Wo are only at
the beginning of our work. Muach has becn done, but
still more has yct to be done. Our party has thirty-five
party organs. Over a hundred soviet newspapers appear
in Russia, newspapers for peasants and soidiers. This is
the true freedom of the press. If we are now ablo to publish,
in small country piaces nowspnpers meant for and for
the greater part writton by the peasants themsolves,
this is the best frcqdom of tho press that the working
classes require.

The circuiation of hur newspapers are fairly large. The
contral organ of the soviet govproment, the «Izvestias
sells 400.000 coples, 'the «Krasnaya Gazetas {n
Potrograd — 280.000. It s only owing to the shortage
of paper that the number of copics cannot be increasod.
The ccatral organ of our party, the'«Pravdas sells
150.000 copies but’ would bo ablo to sell much more.
We have established many proletarian and peasant
universities which are working with great succoss, and
are pouring a large number of educational forces into the
country, that sybsequently work for communism in the
villages. Our sovicts in the larger cities have all orga-
pised publishing offices. Thus for example the publishing
ofice of the Petrograd Soviets brought out 11!/s million
pamphlets and books in tho course of the last yvar; our
contral offico in Moscow published a still greater number.
In this respect the Commissariat for Public Education
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has t0 be taken into consideration in the first place.
This rommissgriat Is at present partly doing propakanda
work, and our party now requires it to organize its
work on a comnunistic basis right through, To give
ouly a fow figures: in tho year 1917 Vho oxpenditure
of h* Minisiry of Public Instruction amounted to
300.000.000 roubles, fn 1918 the Commissariat cxpended
3 milliards, while the estimates for the first half year

1919 cqual 4 milliards. This shows. you thy work the
Commissariat has to do. You wIl havo secn in the
bourgruis press of Gormany and l~r.mc$ that even certain
bourgrois authorities  cannot  help  acknowledging  the
astounding achieveinents of Soviet Russia In this rospect.

Much has twen said abroad abiut our cconomic
conditions, Kautsky speaks of & epyverty socialisms» in
Russin. No doubt, the country is poor. We have received
it bleeding from countless wounds, and we really wero and
still are in a dificult position. Yot, in the courso of this
year, wo have managed to achicve something. Weo have the
cconomic oncanisations in our hands, we have a mecha-
nism  worhing more or less satisfar loril} it urgently
requires perfecting, but nevertheless it works.,  For the
Supreme Couneil of Public Jieenomy and other economic
organisations 10 milliarda of roubles are o bé expended
In the comiyu year. This figure will give you an idea of the
greatoess of the task and of how miuch is stitl to bo done,

With regard to the housing question wo have not
set attained everything, but a number of most imporiunt
first -steps have alrcady been taken. In the large centres
of populution, particularly in Peirograd und Moscow, as
well as ic & number of other chiies, the housing problem
is on its way to solution. Theworkine masses, the picked
troops of the proletariat, feel that we have dvne cvery-
thing we could in this quesiion, and that great, though
not exhaustive, inipro\-rmvnts have been attained where-
ver possible.  Wq have exproprinted bourgrofs flats,
have partly distributed them; wo have confiscated the
most nccessary furniture and distributed it nmong the
workmen. There aru whole sireets recently fuorming
bourgeols quarters that now are the quarters of prole-
tarian - communist workmen, for workmen - rommunists
havo sctiled there, werkors of whole faclories, and so on.

I do not wish 10 say much about the Red Army.
It Is & subject by itsclf. | leave it to more competont
omrades, perhaps to comrade Trotzky, to give tinfor-
Fm}lun on this polnt.

Further, we considercd it our furemost duty to render
tho greatest possiblo matorial assistance to tho La-
bour movement In other countries. It is not ia vain
that the boufgevisie of all countrics rages against us,
Wo have done our duty in this respect and shall continue
"to regard it as our duty to support ¢very labour move-
ment sthnding on & communlstic basls.

Never before did our party repcesent 80 harmonious
s unity as now that it is nspdlng before its eighth
party conference. At the beginning of the revolution
there were schisms in the party; passions rose particu-

larly high during tho Brest ncgotiations.” The chief
argnment against us 'was that we giay weuken the inter-
national position of vur German cgnrades by concluding
the Brest poaco, This argument was a very serious one,
More than of anyihing clse wo va'rv afraid of injuring
the position of tha wukmen ingGermany and other
countrles Ly an erruncous step. W-ortunately for all. of
us this was hot the cnse. Tho@working classes: of
all countries undersinod us. Oud meusurce, | hope,
havo not impaired hut improvews the position of the
workers. And were wp once more »» be confronted with
s similar question, as for example.ny conclusion of pence
with the Allfes, 1 beljeve that - or Zirty would this tine
approve the decision of the Cenirag Commiviee and the
Soviet Government unanimously. Ad the workmen of
France, Great, Britain and Anmcngy would understand
us and be in full solidarity with ug

It may be said that cur workn&n arc thirsting. for
international conncctions. This uscd@ formerly to be the
case too: at tho begoning of theSrevelution when the
menzheviks wero in power the awrkinen of Petrograd
and Moscow were glad to sce rwruhn-h men as Messrs
Albert Themas, licndgrson ete. When they came to
I'etregrad, in order to fraternize wih {iecars. Tsoretell,
Kerensky etc., our workmen at firsg tork them serionsly.
But our proletariat has realiscd byanow that these are
but margarine socialiste, and 1ho flaine:t workmad of
Petrograd and Moscow ~knows peig-cily well the threo
chiel directivns existing within the Ins-raational movement.

~ Now a few words on the so-calizd red terror, 1 know
from what our forelgn fricnds havektold us that abroad
the red terror is the chlel point Injbe argument against
us and that sometimes even our friwnds could not agree
with us {u thia matter. )

Yet aficr what we havy witness]d in Germany, afier
we havg scen that civil war ic mudh siercer thero than
with us, ofier we have scen LiGbknecht and  Rosa
Luxemburg murdercd, 1 besicve thy even those of oug
fricnds who have lived in peaceful gurroundings too leng
und cannot understand everything twit is going ob, even
they will comprehiend the reason wyy we had to resort
to the sharp weapon of rc¢ terror. wor will an impartial
soclalist historian censurc us for bag'ng cmployed terrer
too much, but rather for having beun tno magnanimous
at tiwes. Indeed, almnwas all 1he mi:Zsters of Kerensky's
government have been ieleased by Sus, Many escaped
the country and are now wsging war sgainst us. Kono-
valoff, Maklakofl, all the honourabiq gentlemen who are
now fighting uvs from Parls werdd in our power. We
releasod them. The former \War Miistor, Genoral Verk-
bovaky who was sgainst us before,g has been released
and recently offered his services to ws. Even Alexinsky
who .in July -1917 was the chiel ssige manager of tho
whole Dreyfus case against the .comv¢ades Lonln, Trotzky;
Zinovjefl and others, has been reicased by the Moscow
Soviet and, is mow working ia Mizcow. If you will
look into the surroundings more @osely you will fnd
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thal historical necessity forcod the weapon of red terror
into the hands of our party.

As you all know, the partis that called themscives
socialists and took up arms against us have all suffered
bankruptcy and form but & dwinding minority. The
right social rovolutivnarics hato capitulated to us. T have
already quoted the results of the last vlectinns in Potro-
grad. Out of 1500 mombern wo have 8 soclal revolutio-
narics of the left wing, 5 or & of the right wing, about
10 aro menshoviks; all the) othors are communists or
candidates for admission to the communist party, working
on tho same platform. For the createst part the elections
touk placo by sccret poll: no pawer on carth could have
kepi the workmen of the lptiloff works, fyr instance,
from electing members of 4ther parties, if thoy had
wished to. But this was not the case.

There are dissatisfied eleménts among working masscs
because of tho acuteness of (ho fwod crisis, in particular
of the bread question. But when it comes to eloctions
and to votes of confidence, the nucleus of the workers,
the greatest majority of them plices unlimited confidence
in us. This is the best tesimeonial that we have done
our duty towards Russlia, notwithetanding tho tremendous
dificultics in our way. Wo have tried and from tho very
beginning act dursclves the \nak to comprehend the whole
work of the P'arix Commuge, o curry on under new
conditions the work that th [iris workmen of 1471
bave shown o the world. 48 w matter of course we

havo to placo s considerable part of our achievements
to tho credit of former ploneers of the work ng class of
France. Comrades, wo are perhaps already nearing the
turning point. We may breathe more (rcely now, wo
beliove the chances of the Entente bourgeoisie leaving us
alone, of ita boing forced to Icavo us alone are great. Lioyd
George's statement to tho bourgouvis partics that thoy
would not be so persistent in demanding war did they
but know the number of soldiers required to crush
Russia, witnesses to It. That figure, ho whispers into
their ear, cquals ono million or more. So many white
guards are not eas:ly to be found and 1o procced againat
us with worker-soldicrs will be very dificult Indecd.
There was & time when we were surrounded by onemices.
But the pickod troops of Russian communists felt that
the groatest pait of the workmen all over the world
would stand up for us. We have lived to sco the
moment when the best cleorents of the working classes
of all countries consider it ad honour to organize them-

‘selves as voinmunists and \o (read the path we wero the

first to entcr on.

Comrades, we build all our work on the vxperience
inherited from tho heroic Paris Commune of 1871. Our
great master Karl Marx haa taught us to love the
Commune. [Its heritago is sacred to us. To davelop this
heritage further, 10 holp the international working masscs
triumph over tho bourgcoisio — such is' our grestest
adbition.

Report of Comrade Stange.

(Norway).

TheWNorwpgian Labour Pirty is the only socialist party
of Norway, il counta ameng 1's momyors adherents of all the
shades of mncialist opinion. The Norwegian party is a legal
‘organisation, worklag on ag parlismentary basis, yot #t
always remaincd & revolutionsry sucial democratic party.

In winter J916—17 we had great dilficultios with the food
snd fuel supplies for Norway. The workmen were prelty revo-
lutionary-minded. The centfal ‘ecummittee of the party and
the trade-unions declared tha* unicss the government gran-
ted the demands of the workern, they would use sharper
meéans agalost fhe state powir and, that a party and trade-
union congress would immedjatoly be caliell. Neither congress
nor sharper means” howevie were ever realised, much (o the
disgust of the workmen.

The first workmen's and »nidiers’ councils were formed
{n winter 1917—18, and in spring 1918 they called thelr first
congress. The latter lssued s proclamation declaring that
the councils would immediately carry through various mees-
sures, as for example: the Introduction of the eight-hours’
day, and announcing their intention of tazing the whole admi-
sistration of Norway into theyr bands. Meanwhile the variows
party organs and workmen's societies entered upos & heated
controversy as to the positien the party ocught to take wp.

The central committco and the chiol press organ cdifed by
Vidnes decislvely doclared themselves againat the workmon's
and soldiers’ councils, agalast bolshevism as such and all
revolutlonary tendencies In genoral. Thay dssiced no dicta-
torship of the proletariat, but merely further evolution of de-
mocracy. Their views wore oppoeed by a large majority of
various local party papors.

Towards Easter 1018 the revolutionary minority of the
Central Unloa proposed to the party-conlorence to declare tho
party A revolutionary organisation, yet one that would in the
first piace work parliamentarily, at the same time gladly
welcoming the workmen's and soldiers’ councils. This pro-
poeal was accepled by the party-conferrnce with 139 voles
againet 126, Moreover, having formerly belonged to the Inter-
national, the party decided now to join the Zimmerwald Inter-
national. The right wing refusing to enter the central com-
mittee, the whole committoe was composed of members of the
left wing. Under the now leadership thé principal press orgas
«Socialdemocraten” bas taken up the cause of Russiall bolshe-
vism, the Spartacus Union and other left social democratic parties.

As you can ses, the party is & legal and parllamen-
tary one, at the same time taking recourse fo revolutirnary
methods of sruggle. It has not declared itoelf againet domo-
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cratic parliamentarism, nor for the soviet system, although
has acknowledaed the workmen's and soldiers’ counciis a
revolutionary organs 2( struggle. However, the question of
the Constitution Is being di~cussed with groat Interest in ay
the papors and workmen's nocivties. The trade-unions were
lormorly altogether in the haud: of the right wing and all the
‘wore important proposals of the so-called ,prolossional oppo-
sition* wery rejected with a large majority at the trado-ualon
congress of autumn 1917. However, the sympathies of the trade
organisations have grestly changed since that time and in
1918 the groat uniona Arboihmnnsbund“ (the usion of mi-
ners and builders) and the ,lron-and metal-worker's Union”
went over to the left ‘wing.

The revolution ia Germany d{d much towards strengthe-
ping the revolutionary spigit of thé Norwegiau workmen, The
two-wings of the party eould now join in common revolutio-
mary work. The central comimittees of the party and the trade-
unlons have now come 0 an'agreement on the following points:

1) With all possidble means to work for the realisation of
tho social democratie programme,

2) To prepare for the formation of workmen's couneils, but
o sbetain from iatroduciag thom immediately.

Without delay to organize soldiers’ rounclls as a weans
for carrying on propagande in the army3

Cloarly, it is a question of the high<3t imporfanee for the
Norwegian Labour party whelher oW not the party is
to wholly abandon the democratic livsiand to declare itsell
in favour of prolotarian dictatorship, to %10 cxercised through
the soviet system. 1 pe sonally am consinend that the deve-
lopment of tho world revolution will mars the party adopt a
deflnite position on this subject.

8o far, however, the leaders of the ifirty had po opportu-
nity to defino their attitude regarding tins question. Nor had
they received an invitation to this congresd when I lelt Christia-
nia.  For this very reason | rogret to busunadle to take up &
definite position with regard to the noew hmamunist Internatio-
nal without previously consulting wy cnitongues of the central
party committee. 1 will howover, take p:st in-the preparatory
work with the greatest interest and sul (it the resuilts of our
activity to the Norwegian Labuur party. 4 earnestly hope that
the Norwegian party, having hitherto diveloped om revolutio-
pary lines, will be able to actvely Aintribute hvlﬂl the
victory of international revolution.
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of the Revolutionary Movement.

FRANCE. It Is & fact that the control over the revolu.
tionary masses is escaping the hands of the leaders of the
United Socialist Party; yet a now note can bo detected even in
their specches. The Speeial Commission of the United Socia-
list Party has drawn up an ¢jectoral platform’in which we
do not find one bOId demand, the authors contenting them-
nelves wilh repeating the paragraphs of the old programme,
requiring the convocation of the Consatituent Assembly,
direet suffrago for both sexes ete.; still they could not ig-
nore the hew rovolutionary coneeptions. Citizens Thomas,
Renaudel, Froissart, Cachin, Lofguct, Scmbat, united for
onre, signed the following lines: )

-The dictatorship of the prold ahiat represents the tran-
sition from the abholished order to that which is to he
eatablished.

.The new order which the prulctariat is creating, will
he established by one class, but for the benofit and wel-
heing of all men, just as the new law that is to como
preceded and prepared by the Impersonal dictatorship of
the prolotariat. will be realized i the name and interests
of mankind as & whole®.

Other symptoma: at the Socislist congreas of the Seine
district Toriot's proposal to join the Communistic Interna-
tional immedistely, got 2114 votes on the 14-th of April,
and Verfcuil's proposal, which really only delayed their
jnining, got 3090 voles to the . 1% votes of the majority
reprerentatives, which given to the representatives of the
revolutionary currents four fifghs of all mandates.

The growth of revolutionngy fecling in the labouring
masscs froquently causes the ponrgebisic o beot a retreag
and abstain from excessive yeprisals. We mention hero
the acquittal of Contin, Secretnry of the Anarchists Fede-
ration, author of a communistic proclamation, and of tho
printer Fabre, accused of printing Trotsky's and Sadoul's
pamphlets. Both were indictey op the ground of a special
law which the journalist Clempnceau some time had called
an .abominable law®. Hoth wire acquilted after nearly a
year's detention in prison.

Al the time of the recenf 'demonsirations (Sco l.et-
ters on France®), the sympat§ou of the Fronch proletariat
in favour of their brethren in itussia, tlungary and Ger-
many have grown morc and ntore apparent. This explains
tho wretched subterfuges to whieh the Government is dri-
ven while hypocritically ant yveeretly organizing s cam-
paign againxt Soviet Russia.. On the 20-th of March the
Undoer-Secretary of War officiqlly declared in the Chamher
of Deputics that .not another apyt should be aent to Russia®.
Only 15 days in later the Jluhndité® revenled the fact that
‘the soldiers of the 14-th infane) | regimient §n garrison at
Mont-Valerien had beon offictally Invited to take part in
the campaign againat Russia #t a salary of 5 francs a day.
One newspaper remarked on thid oocanion that & Pronch
noldler received only one !rnm{' when dofending his own
country against foreign jnvamipn and now was offcred five
times as much for firing a kex dan socialista. Abrami fe
compelled to call the Prench regimenta appointed to be

sent to Ruasia .Pulish®. Real warfare is of eourse impos-
sible under such conditions. This war with Ruskia amounts
simply to a disgusting political adventure.

Dirgusting as & whele, disgusting In its separato epi-
sodes. The English Socialistic periodicals give an acéount of
the woelul Odyssey of the Russian legion, formed in France
by General Lochvitrky under the auspicies of sundry re-
publican and democratie lengues. This legion took part dn
engagements up to the very armistico, frequently displaying
truo horoism. It lest two thirds of its men. What was to
bo done with the survivors?! They were sent to Marscies,
and there rmbarked on board vessels hound for an unknown
destination, and it was anly in the open sea the legionaries
learnt that they were being sent to reinforee Denikin's
monarchical-antiseinitic forces - or rather, to rpeak more
plainiy. robber gangs. The Ruskinn legionarics mutinied
in open sea, had to he taken hack, and the help of
Senegal blacks had te ho called in to put down the revolt,
150 men wero arrested; what became of them we do not
know; the remainder under pain of being shot, had to join
the white guards. This is not a anlitary case. Even the
bourgeois .leagzue of the Righis of Man® protesta againat
the terrible sjtuation In which the Russians were placed
in France.

GREAT BRITAIN. Great Britain's financial and econo-
mical situation is little better than that of defeated count-
ries. In a specch lately delivered by Lord RRobert Cecil there
are sentences like the folowing: _The entire Christian civil
ization in endangercd. The old forms of production and-
distribution no lInnger arswer modern requirements . ..
The war has disorganiged transport and created famine ...
A bourgeois statesman cannot be suspected of oxaggera-
tion. In lLancashiro and Cheshiro alone there are 275.000
unemplayed. Altogethor thero are more than a million and
the Uovernmenl pays them from 25 to 29 shillings a weck.

The criminal and alisurd blockade of revolutionary Ilurope
reacts heavily on England hersell. The cotton industry
has sulfered, the markets' of Central Europe and Russia
being at present rlosed to her. The flax and linen indus-
trics are passing through a distressing erisis. The ,Labour
[.eader® a paper which is conducting & campaign against
the blockade, emphasizes the fact that England, in her own
ruler's words, is on the brink of bankruptcy leading to &
general economie crisin.

The Labour mavement in England is entering on a new
and significative stage. England's throe most powerful and
influential unions, — .the National Union of Railwaymon®
«Minery' Pederation of Great Britain® and the .Transport
Workers' Federation® have formed the ro-calied . Triple
Alliance®. All threo organizations are pledged to mupport
and asnist one another and always to acl together in tho
struggle. Capitalintic England was literally thunderstruek
when the news appeared in the press of the unification
of the three most powerful labour organizations and the
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formation of the .Triple Alliance®, for it unites about
2,000,0000 men, which, togothor with their families, makes
up one fifth of tho entire population of Great Britain.

In February last, the Triple Allisnce docided to launch
it first attack on capital. Tho Miners Federation put for-
ward demands for & six hour’s day, 80 %, increase in wages,
and the nationalisation of mines. The Railwaymen and
Transport workers demanded a 48 hour's' wook, war wages
to be regarded as pormancnt wages®) & raising of the per-
manont wages of lower grade men, the nationalisation of
railways and share in managoment. A general strike of
the three organisations was threatened in the event of the
demands not being fully conceded. The .great® leaders of
the Alliance, Robert Smilie, J. H. Thomas and liobert Wil-
liams toured the country rallying the forces of labour for
a determined bitlle with capital. They thundered against
the predatoriness of the employing class, the evils of pri-
vato ownorship, and vehemently der.anded the national
ownership of national resources. Preparations were made
for a strike. Tho railwaymen in fact ook a ballot of
mewmbers which rosulted in favour of a strike. Great Bri-
tain seemed on the eve of the greatest conflict in the history
of the labour movement.- A wave of consternation apread
through the ranks of the bourgeoisie, and the press set up
s wail about the impending national ruin. '

But the government knew with whom it had to deal.
It had had dealings with these men all through tho war,
and had found in thom its most energotic holpers in pre-
venting rather than creating strikes. ‘It knew what mcek
lambs were conccaled bencath those torrible lion skins.
The government resorted to its customary dodge—commis-
sion. An inquiry commission was appointed under the
chairmanship of Lord Justice Sankey to Inquire into the
conditions of the mining Industry and moke recommenda-
tions on tho extent of the concessiona the industry could
stand. Joint commissions were appointed for the Railway
and Transport workers. '

The proccedings of the Coal Commission created quite
& sensation. Numerous witneases wore examined. Damning
evidence was brought forward proving the dangerous charac-
ter of the mining industry, the sppalling number of deaths
and injuries through preventable accidents, the bad housing
“conditions (houses in mining districts are usually the pro-
perty of the mine-ownors), tho extortion of royalties and
wayleaves, and the profits of the owners. The minenwners
also gave ovidence of how little’ they gained out of tho
industry: but even the capitalist prosa confessed that they
.made a very poor show.

Eventually the Commission brought forward its report.
It condemnod tho conditions of labour prevailing in the in-
dustry, and justified tho miner's demands for improvement.
It recomended, howaver instead of six-hour day — seven,
instoad of 80% Incrvase—20%, instesd of nationalisation of
mines — further considcrationgthree months hence. For the
transport and railway -workers, the 48 hour week was con-
ceded, but the wage 'demand was rejected, and nationalisa-
tion to be considered.

The raliwaymen rojected the offer ¢f tho commission,
and voted for a strike. Later some concessions were made
on wages. Aftor & meeting of the Executive of the Triple
Alllance, it was decided to urge the workers to accept the
offers made. The whole weight .of the official machine’ was
used to influrnce the workers against a strike, which ultima-
tely weas ‘avoided. The leaders shrank from testing the

¢) Most of tho increase of wages seoured by the wor
kers during the war were ,war wages®, and were regarded
as temporary increases only.

-

tranfendous weapon at their disposal;ind capitalism could
breath again.

Important concessions were of coiyse obtained by the
more potontialitics of the Alliance, ngd the necessity for
using it has by no means beon obviiacd. That the temper
of tho rank and file Is firmer than th2ir lcaders® is proved
by the difficulties which the lattersshad in gotting the
rallwaymen to roverso their strike acision, and that in
spite of the dccision of the miner's c:Ierence not to strike,
strikes did broak out among the min-. a iy Nottinghamshiro
Derbyshire, and South \Wales. TheisTriple Allinnce will

-becomo an effoctive weapion i the cyixs strugglo, in spite

of its leadors.

The British Governmont is_ scckirk & way of securing
perfect harmony- and peaco betweo'w capital , and labour.
A conference of workers and employsra was called at the
ond of February. That Conference apsrinted a joint indus-
trial council, consisting 'of an equal sumbor of employers
and workers, and insiructed tha C.ancil to draw up a
report. The Council mot to eonsidia the causes of the
present unrest, and tho stepa ncces:pry to bost rafeguard
the intercsts of the employers, workxwople and the State,
and espocially to consider (1). Quentsins relating to hour's,
wnges and genoral conditions, (2) L g mployment and its
provention. (3) The beat methods of jgomating co-operation
between capital and labour.

Tho Council prosented & rejort 1y o further conference
of workers and employern in [and:g, at whieh all the
«big lights® of capital and lahour waro present when the
rcport was accepted to the cxtremeg gratification of the
‘capitalistic press. But if cither capitiigsts or labour leaders
believe this .treaty® will bring perment industrigl peace
they are mistaken. The .clasn truco guring the war should
have taught them differently. Tho farg is, that compromi:
sing labour leaders mdy make any kkid of agreoment they
like with the employing class, but a0 .class antagonism
operates just the same. The fight- wijl be carried on by
the masies, who are gradually per{v-cang their own fighting
machine, the Shop Steward’s Commitg cx. There can be no
induetrial peace until eapitalismn is figlly abolishad.

A special feature of the English gialiour movement, —
during nearly the whole period barween Chartisim and
the world, war,— was its non-pohycal character. °
will not touch here on the causes e: this phenomenon
they have more than once beon &scussed in Marxist
literature; the fact is patent, that the y.nglish working man,
while highly trained in economic congict, romained a child

.in politics and was easily entrapped & the most fallacious,

exploiting bourgeois ideology. A sifsht ‘change in this
respect was observable from the penud . of colonial wars
of the end of the XIX-th. cuntury, cut, if, at that time,
only soarcoly perceptible .moods® ccald be spoken of, the
present war and post-bellum crisis vi¢re bound tn and did
call forth a downright revolution in she consciousneps of
the prolctariat.’ A glance at tho laboug press, — the Labour
[eader®, the ,Call‘, .The Worker's D:xadnougil®,—suffices
to convince us of the depth and wido keepo of this intellectual
revolution which is paving the way I the social revojution.
Every line in these substantial andp glowing organs, as
well as every word of the leaders (f all ,lull® currents,.
turns on one fundamental idea: all pysver to the prolotariat!

. To adopt this watchword and enis'ce i, means taking
one’s stand under the banner of the nommunistic Interna-
tional, adopling the system of Soviewgovernment. and the
revolutionary methods of fixhting for chat' system; it means
going over (o (he side of the Bevicl{: republica and decla-



23 B THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL . 264

ring unsompomising war om the bourgeoisio of one's own
countiry, which is organisingya ruffianly invasion of Soviet
Rusaia. And such in fact srd the contents of the lahour
papers.  Recalling' the troops; from Rusasia, raising the
blockade of Rusaia and Germuny, organizing a revolution
after the Ruasian expering:it, unmasking the eynical
policy\of tho English bourgingie, tho lies and ealumniea
of the huurgeois press on ,tpeg Ruasian question® and the
struggle against Bolshevise.q transplinting balshevism
on English soil, — such is Adr: hurden of the English La-
bour pross.

That this press does indeed reflect the feelings of the
masses is aticsted by a long reries of facts. Aa an illus-
tration here is & brief accoyrns of two welr nigh simulta-
neous meetings. One was odnized in London by the no-
torius renogade, former .Markist® since 1914 an adhorent
of ,war to complete victory, 'with &nnexions and contribu-
tions®, H. M. Hyndman, und«gr jhe watchword .Down with
Bolshevik nutragea!” Tho speaccys at this meoting were to be
Hyndman himsell and his twp iclosest assistants, Dan Ir
ving " and Jack Jones. (Therq two gentiemen, alro former
socialista, have, not long sira:y hoen elected to Parliament,
on’the patriotic platfurm. THet could not get into Parlia-
ment as socialista, so they rendunced socialism and got in
as patriots). The meeting mir broken up. Shouls of
-Downt® _Get out there!* ,Hrrfilors!® drowned the orators
specches. Hyndman was nof 1formitted lo speak; no ono
would listen to Jack Jones. ‘they were forced ignominously
(0 leave . their own meetingy.

Very different was the sholshevist meeting® called in
Albert Hall by the British Sacialist Party. It was devoted
to the memory of Carl Liobkmecht and Rosa Luxemburg.
The huge, overcrowded hale was adorned with red flags
and black draperies. The nsugerous crowd enthusiasti-
cally grected Comrade John Mdge Lean. Stormy applauses
faterrupted his fiery, .truly® iblshovist apeech®. Another
orator, Israel Zangwill. — nugy  bolshevik nor cven a so-
clalist, but a friend of Sovl‘l _Runasia, and a sworn foo of
the hypocritical English bourgvoisie, — met with a simi-
larly enthusiastic reception. f'te bourgeois English papers
overflow with articles and lestern, severely blaming Zang-
will, for having .sunk so idw as to appear on the same
platform with Maclean®.

The chairman Balford (Fheffield) openod the yoarly
Congress of the B. 8. P. with a¢specch in which he welcomed
the revolutionary movement 3f tho proletariat, directed to-
wards the conquest of politial power and the establish.
ment of the Soviet system. e epitomized the partx's tac-
tits as foliows: ,We stand for all effective methods; from
ballet box to bombs".

The British Empire restsjorl three historical wrongs,—
not counting hundreds of othgrs —- which constantly threa-

ten its inner and outer ufo}y. sIreland, Rgypt and Indis..

The Westminster Slatasmen; ust be posacsscd of more
than ordinary assurance (o Jalk of ,the rights of natinna-
lities® of .democratical libeizis® while oppressing those
4hree countries.

ia lreland the revolutionagy ¥novement is not abating
in force. The Governmenta. L2rror merely provokes an
answering lerror on tho part of tho Sinn-feiners. The la-
test campaign - undertaken agaidst the English police was
marked by many murderous atldmpls; many police agentia
were killed at Tipperary andilimerick. The Daily Tele-

graph¢ (April 28-th) eetimaten ithe Sinn-feiners’ forces at
120,000 men organised Into 11460 clubs and all ready for
‘armed insurrection. The pafer arrives at the conclusion
that only energetically econdnoted military occupation is
sble e strengthen Bnglish rye. Such proposals still more

T

decidodly impel the popular masses on the road to rovo-
lution. In April, at a meeting held in Dublin the leadern-
Johnson and O'Shannon, after suhjecting to acute eriticism
tho etforts of the yeliow International. proclaimed the soli-
darity of the Irish proletariat with the Russian end Hun-
Rarian Communista and declared that only the dictatorship
of tho proletariat eould savo their country.

In Egypt as in Ireland the national movement combhi-
nes with pure revolutionary propaganda in the socialistic
spirit. There tumults, outhrenks, attempls at assassination
never ccane. In Luxor cight English officers were killed;
in villages and towns crowds raid the shops. During a
rising in Caire the froops had to resort lo arms. Martia]
law and the state of sicge had to he declared. The killed
and wounded were counted by hundrods. In Cairo the offi-
ces of the . Times* were sot on fire. Students marched
at the head of the demonstration; armed motora drove abhout
the city: the fellaheen used sulphuric acid against the

yellows, notwithstanding that this offence waa punishable.

with death. In scveral places thn insurgenta hlew up the
railroad bridges and destroyed the road bed. The causes
of these Insurrcctionn lay very deep. — not in Egypt's
political mituation alone, hut rather, and to a far groator
degreo in the fellaheren's terriblo poverty. Millions of
them had been slaves for centuries, and now, slthough

endowed with the patience and endurance of heasts they:

had arrived at the conviction that war had placed them in
utterly hopeless conditions. Thejr camels and mules, thoir
only valuable posscasions, had pren commandeered; and,
labour heing needed, they theninglves were seized and incor-
porated in the labour army, a corpa of Iabourers subdivided
into squads, according to destination. The proposal to cn-
lirt In this corps for six months not having met with sue-
ccrs, the English recruiting officers travelled all over the
land; surrounded whole villages and simply pressed very
nearly sll of ‘the male population (in exactly the same way
as the Freneh recruit negroes in Senegal). .Volunteera®,
from 17 to 70 years of age, were registered under the lash.
«They died liko flies®, writes the physician, Dr. Haden Gueat
in tha .Lahour Leader®, and sadly reniarks. .There was
nced not of machine guns, but of s little eommon-nense

and human kindness. The Egyptinns are human heings”

like onrdelver®. No, ray we, slaves are not human heings
in their masters’ eyes. Their salvation lies in their own
strength, in their revelutionary conciousness and the vie-
tory of the world wide proletarian revolution.

It is now three weeks that riots in India appear to
have ceased, hut the rovolutionary feeling, more concon-

‘trated and deopened, assumes an even moro threatening

character. Ramsay Mncdonald exciaima concorning tho
senroless  policy ol reprissia: _English' Imperialism has
gone mad®. ,New India® warns tho Government that it is
proveking a catastropho, that ,bolshevism® is progressing
.and that thoy®, the Government, .will bear tho responsi-
bility beforo God and mankind.® For the restoration of order
tho Vice-regal government relics sololy cn court-martiale
and the ,Disorders Act® ~ a war law, -instituling a whole
eategory, of .suspecta®, whose falo dopends wholly on the
wilitary courts. Hindooa of all ciassea reapond to tnis Ly
taking the oath .Salyagrana®, pledging them to passive
resistance: ,You swear not o0 abwy the law®. But the
oTimes® accuses the dircctors of the movement; Ghandl
and Horniman, of formenting the insurrection, since passi-
vity is an utopla and invariably urges the masses on from
passive insubordination to revolutionary Insurrection. In
the Punjab, the insurgents are ruining tiie railroads, cutting
the telegraph wires, burning the station buildings. The
treasury in Amritsar was rsided and iwo English officlals
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were killed; English wares are boycotted. In Ahmedabad
order was restored, but 500 of the inhabitants were killed
or wounded. In scversl localities English avialors threw
bombs into the crowd. In Dolhi and Lahore arrests are
made and cducated Hindoos arv being expelled. A characte-
ristic pasychological featuro of the presont movement is that
it unites Mohammedans and Buddhists against the common
foe — English imperialism. Indecd hunger eares neithor for
race, nor for religion, — gnd tpo principal cause of the
movement is famine. which, visits enormous arcas. Thou-
sands of lons of wheat have been oxporied from India to
foed the armies in Europe. while the peasants who sowed
and harveeted it literally starved. It is supposed that five
to six millions of human beings have dicd this year, partly
of epidemic discases generated by hunger, partly of hungor
outright The Bombay dlstrict suffered moet all, lack of
textiles being added to the shortage of food stuffs. Such is
the .civilizing® work done by ,democratie® England in the
home of the oldest of cultures.

ta Jobamnesburg. (South Africa) a whole scries of
serious strikes havo broken out The atrike movoment has
taken hold of tho natives also. The workmen and the offi-
cinls of tho municipal electrical power station were the
firut Lo striko. They demanded a raise in wages, shortor
wurs, and participation in the management. Tho union of
nechanies and firemen mado all its members stop working
in the various city concorns. The city was left without
light, tramway traffic was interrupted. The workmon of

the building trades also struck. At tho strikera’ moctings -

and ansemblies, the Engliah papers toll us, ,bolshovism is
openly preached and the Soviets are applauded. In Johan-
nisburg the red flag has been hoisted on ‘the City Hall®,

ITM.V. The Italian Socinlist Party, the only one of the
«big*"socialist parties which remaintd true to internationa-
linm, was the first to join the Communist International; it
reprosents a numerous prolotariat, which, owing to the
war, endured unending hardships, and whose revblutionary
Inatinct could not adapt itsclf to the procrastinating and
hypocritical ways of parliamantary politics. Just now the
revolutionary fermont is at work in ali the principal cities-
The most sorious events took placc in Milan in mid-April.
During the one-day strike it came to conflicts between the
crowd and the troops. There were wounded and killed (two
soldiers). Next day a gencral strike was declared in Turin,
Bologna, ‘Genoa and Fiorence, in token of solidarity with
the Milanese workmen. Bolshevism and anarchism are the
order of the day. The labour manifestations in Milan
simultaneously unfuricd red and black flags; the papers
report that there were cries of .Long live Lenin®. This
labour manifostation collided with a patriotic countermani-
fostation, organized by slafl officors, which raided the offices
of the .Avanti®. Next day, in tokon of prolest against the
«patriots® the printers struck and not one bourgoois paper
oould come out. The Italian Socialist Party and the Labour
Confedoration demand an amnesty for all political and
military offenders, the demobilixation of the army, the
instant withdrawal of Italian troops from Russia, an eight
hour’s working day and the English week. At tho congress
in; Bologna the .Genoral Pederation of Labour® dotormined
to lake overy measure including a general strike, ip order
to obtain the eight hours’ day. It is the prevailing opinion
that .the present moment admits of no compromise with
the government®.

The left socialints have adopled the communist pro-
gramme, which includes the dictatorship of the prolelariat,

in ordor to effect the immediate adrialization of wealth.
The Exocutive Committee of the Soctalist Party. expressed
its disapproval of the parliamentary firoup’s supinoness and
toleration of the governmental policy @vith regard to Russia.
It forbade soclalists collaborating in tthe bourgcois press,
unanimously adopted Lazzari's resolut¢in condemning Italian
imporialism, declaring that the war di.¢ created conditions
favourable to the proletariat and adnilling in principlo
the general revolutionary striko as a sncans of conquering
political powor. Under such external pSrssure the parliamen-
tary groups of the party demanded wie reinatatement of
eivic liborties, the amnesty, the abolitton of censorship and
the withdrawal of the troops from Ruisia. [a tho Chamber
of Deputios Labriola attacked the Len,sue of Nations and
gave a brilliant defence of Russian .ommunism. On the
whole thers is completo aolidarity witis the Russian revolu-
tion. In all large cities there are miynifestalions against
ntorvention.

SWEDEN. +— Here alno,

3 as ovgrywhore, the line
of demarcatibon botween the two

torlds is growing

ever sharper, and deeper, and tho thour of the deci-

sive. conllict approaches noarer and ¢ncarer. It ssems
but yesterday th§t a considerable pition of the Swe-
dish working pcople followed the jmtriot Branting, —
and lo! we now sce the servilo policy® be pursued under
tho auspices of the gentlemen of Vers ylles so thoroughly.
exponcd ‘that even the bourgeois paperryunliciously deride
Branting's faith in .the Allics®, and th e great blessings
which their victory was to have broupgt to all mankind,
particularly to the _amall nationalities®x Among the work-
men Branting’s authority is sinking lowsr every day. Ha-
ving fraternized with tho bourgecisie dwing the war, such
Jnocialists® as Branting or Thorson canryt now tear thom-
sclves away from it. Thus they recentlysdeclared in favour
of & reduction of wagos, which bad n.cn enormously in
tho courso of tho war: the national induitry. in their opi-
nion, cannotl stand so exhorbitant a rato™f wages... Natu-
raliy enough, such a doclaration from ,soprescniatives of
labour unions® called forth a burst of Indignation in the
labquring mnsses.

But it will not do to keop hitting the vabourers alone,—
in ordor to rotain a shred of claim to thee name of ,social-
democrat®, it is neccasary occasionallyy Uf criticize the
bourgeoisie and the coalition governmens 80 during the
discussion of the navy budgot the bill iYtroduced by the
Minlster of the Navy, the social-democrat Buron Palmsehern
for the alloting of 10 millions for & progiimme "of naval
construction was met by vehement criticlyn on the part ol
the social-democratic fraction.

The situation of the cabinct socialista 3» growing from
day to day wore untenablo, since the poix'y? for the sake
of which the socitl-demucrats joined the government
amounts to endless balancing tricks and emlimited grovel-
ling before the Entonte, though it be to she prejudice of
their own country.

Disrupf{ed by the war and the blockadi¢ the economie
life of tho country longs for the restoratioi; of normal con-
ditlons snd rolations with the suppliers os raw materials
and the consuming markets. Economie Syeden urgenily
nceds the ronewal of relations with Russiagin the absence
of which her industry languishes, and e number of
the uncmployed Increascs with appalling srapidity.- This
is thoroughly realized in the bourgeois circu:s as well, and
& renewal of trade with Rus3ia would be tsthe sdvantage
of many groupe of the bourgeoisie. But thy ,bosses” will
nol hear of it they are determined to extirjpte bolshevism
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fa the whole world first, agd only after that will they drop
e few crumbe from (thei} board for their subservient
followers.

The prolotariat is beginiting to understand these cunning
machinations and the watdhword: .atop every assistance,
however indirect, to the caiapaign againat Soviet Russial®
sounds ever louder and moyp innistent at the workingmen'’s
meetings, together with-the domand for the renowal of
economical relations with hor. Another watchword has
become popular of late in ldbour sphores: ,boycott Finland
for the assisiancg she given .0 the Russian white guards”.

All this brings to the fhint the lundamental question
of our time: the relations tg holshevism, its programme and
tactics. This question is Keing hotly debated in labour
circles. On the 2-nd of Magch, — the .red Sunday®, a
resolutiyn was passed atl humerous meetings at the
suggestivn of the executivh .committeo of tho left social-
democratic parly, expressin. .the warmest sympathy and
solidarity with the Russlar proletariat and its stendfnst,
wonderful struggle for lifet frecdom and right®, and .an
energelic prytest against tha boundless liss and calumnies
against the Hussian Revelutisa’ which sre sown broadcast
by tho bqurgeois and righr-nocialist press.. and against
the intervention adventure, usdertaken with the object of
strangling the Russian rewolution in the intercst of the
" capitalista of the Entente and the Russian bourgeoisie. ,The
resolution concludes with msiling on all* genuinecly socia-
listic forces lo unite on thelidcas, progtamme and platform
of .bolshevism® and .spangcism®. — This resolution pro-
duced a great sensation; the ‘parliamentary scction being
asked a point-blank question: answered evasively that .the
party o far, had not adojrod the bolshevist program-".
This declaration called forth tan outbreak of indignation in
the masscs and in the partjtand assisted in making clear
the fundamental essence of vommunism, as well as in its
recognition by all genuinely irqvolutionary elements.

In connection with the jimeass of .relf-determination®
it is interesting to note the wards of Branting's organ ,So-
sialdcotokraten® on the Hquirntion of Zimmerwald: ,This
decision came as a heavy, but sxlutary trial to all the hesi-
tating elements of the internitional socialist movement.
Zimmerwald was the only sefuike for all who stood with
one fool ‘in one camp and #he other foot in tho other...
Where Berne was silent, thore :Moscow spoke: Berme or
Moscow,—there ia no third fsme. It is .With us or against
us!® — _Quile rightl® repliesi the _Folkets Dagblad Politi-
ken®, — but not for the gehuine soclalists of the class
‘eonflict, not for revolutionary minds and hearts, not for
Marxis(s, not for internationnista; they will know how to
choose the right path.., The stiuggle against bolshewism Is

the struggle against the spirft of the time, against life,

against the mighty forcen ol humanity. Therein lies its
condemnation...

IN NORWAY. — The part} i united, but the n’q]orlty
‘I8 secured by the lefts, who ikl their stand on the com-
munistic point of view. The s.zccutive Commiltee of the
party has entered for the imponiing congreas the proposal
to officially join the Communiytic International and is pre-
‘paring 8 series of purely conynénistic resolutions. Curious
that the tht socialista, of the ssme brand as the former
editor of the party organ, Jacrh (Widenes, 8 decided adve-
nary of bolshevism, arc comuriled to have their articles
printed, dither in Branting's Nvqush paper, or else in the
Norvoglm bourgeois papers.

The économie situation of }hd country is suffering from
the same diseases; there is ne pegular import or export,

scarcity of products, unemployment. The strike movement
is unceasing and assumcs tempestuous forms; the bourgool-
sio accuses its organizers of bolsheviem and sydicalism.

Thoro are in Norway very strong soldier organisalions
Thoy already have a history many years old; now they
have assumed the form of ,Sovicts® united into » Federa-
tion of Soviets, and are conducting vigorous agitation of
purely communistic character, calling on the soldiers to
help the workers overthrow bourgeois rule; in particular,
they urge the soldiers to remove the officers.

IN DENNARK the strike movemen{ does not abate. Stri-
kes break oul against tho will of the leaders of the
trade unions and aro assuming a more and more belli-
gerent character; the bourgeois papers call this new phase
of the trade_ t'nion movement by the name.of ,syndicalist-
spartacist”. The .professional opposition®, which makes
up the minority of the _leading® organs, have, for some
time already, cnjoyed groater attention on the part of the
masses than the old leaders.

The bourgeoisie, defeated in strike after atrike, has
recoursed to the courts for ,sell-defence®, — as well to
the civil courts, — (it has already sued the trade
unions for 2,000,000 crowns), — as to the political ones, stri-
ving to get tho moro ardent revolutionaries imprisoned.
Thus the Supreme Court of Appeal recently confirmed the
sentence of the common oourt which condemned the edi-
tors of the . Solidarity®: Christensen, Hansca and Jonmen,
for taking part in a demonstration to imprisonment for 8,
12 and 18 months respectively. For aimilarly partici-
pating in a street demonstration the well known Marie
Nielsen, an active promotor of the movement, is now ser-
ving a sentence in prison.

FINLAND. —- It is difficult o imacine the depression
and demoralization which have acized the bourgeoisio, great
and smail. So many disappointmentsa! After such .lesaons®
to the proletariat as the June days the Paris Commune,
the bourgeoisic got used to rilé long years undisturbed In
the .pacificd® country. And now, after repeating those
bloody massncres in Pinland, the bourgcoisie finds ilself
cheated of the fruits of its prowess. All the methods of
Cavaignac and Qallifet wore resoried to, but history did
not repeat itself this time; conditions are different the world
over, a0 are the proletariat’s attitude and methods... Where
is the whished {or .calm?® where tho .order®, in the name
of which thousands of young lives were uken? Where tho

windependence® so dear to the patriotic heart?

The new government of Finland is, in form, & govern-
ment of the .centre®, in fact a government of reaction,
Terror within, and support of the white-guard campaign
againat Russia — such is ita program, all of it. This sup-
port is now officially acknowledged in the premicr's answer
to the social-democrats’ interpeliation; true, ho added & ti-
morous rescrvation: ,We are not at war with Russia®. But
it is clear to any one what this reservation is, for’ Fin-
land’s ,independence® ia recognized by the Entente, under
cortain conditions, which still have to be published. It fe
supposed that the gist of these conditions is: financial and
economical assistance from the Entente, (Finland's econo-
mical aituation being deplorable in tho absence df relations
with Rusaia), and more accurately defined frontiers to be
established In Paris.

The Allies, it appears, are planning to snip off sundry
bils, which the great — Finns claim. All this impairs
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the bourgeoisie’s peaco of mind: they dreamed of a Greater
Finland; now they are afraid of losing Lhe lesser.

Many instinctively feol thal a war against Soviet Rus-
sia is at the same time a war agsinst Finnish indopen-
dence. Put the petty bourgeoisie from the nature of its
mentatity, is incapable of finding its way among all these
contradictory, mutually involved complieations which at
predent make up our life, and the higher class of bourgeol-
36 has no other way out of it all. The Finnish social-
democrats, who, after all, refioct the state of mind of that
same petty bourgeoisie, are ovidently also wrapped in the
gloom of depression and mental confusion. The Bwedish
papers tell that the party discussed the question whether
they should not leave parliament, laying down the respon-
sibility for the reactionary policy pursued by the bourgeol-
sie and loaving it to unravel the tangle which they had
made of things with tho kind assistance of the so-called
socialists. And what scares them nowys, evidently not tho
reactionary nature of this policy, but ite hopelcasnesss and
the uncertainty of its victory. -

Whether the sncial -democrats do or do not go out of
the parliament, history passés both them and the walis of
the parliament by: history is made way down in the low
places, where men gradually recover from the terribie
wounds decalt them in the battle with the bourgeoisie.
Among the signs of healing we may. note here the uncea-
sing strikes in the labour centres — (Helsingfors, Abo,
Tammerfors), and the pilgrimages (o the tombs of thelr
fallen comrades, which reach imposing dimensions. The
Pinnish revolutionary proletariat is alive, consequectly so
in the proletarian revolution. Iits hour will strike, and
that in the not diatant future.

The United States of America.

.Bolshevism within rifie range*. On the 8-d of Fcb-
ruary s great scandal occured in tho American Senate.
A group of Senators brought in an interpeilation-concerning
» bolshevist mecting which had taken place in Washington
on the preccding day. We are enabled to offer a fow
charactoristic paacnges from the speeches of the senators
who signed the intorpeliation.

Senator Thomas, from Colorade: .I think it my duty to.
. eall the Senate’s attention to an event of the highest impor-
tance which took place ‘yesterday in Washington and is
described in detail in the .Washington Post®. 1 shall read
only tho headlinea and under headlines — .Americd to be
dyed red* — _Bolshevist orators create a stormily enthusi-
astic leeling in the overcrowded ,Polly® theatres.® — ,The
principal .orator Albert Rice Williams, (former Petrogr
and Moscow correspondent of the New York ,Evening Post”)
spoke of the work of the Soviets and bolshevist nropa-
gands in America. — From these headlines alone you can
sco that the bolshevist have bullt themaclves a nost in the
capital of our republic, within rifle range of tho Senate®,

Sonator Myers, from Moatama,—1 most energetically
protest against permiiting meetings in which figure crimi-
nals, assassins and thicves. who take the liberty orally
and in writing, of insulting our Government The main
object of yosterday's mecting was Lo -insuit our Government
and undermine its authority. Tho 8tate Departament must
at once instituto an enquiry; the organizers of tho meeting
mast be made to answer before the law.

Senator BorahNot In America’ alone, but overywhere
positively everywhere, there are adherents and admirers
of the Soviet form of government. They want o interns-

—rrw- AT uwe STTsTTTosTTeme

tionalize Amorica®. More than anylhigg the Senator dreads.
ointernationalization®.

Senator Waish, suggests directingfa eommission of the
Senato to proceed at once o investiguio .all attempts at
propagating the bolshevist doctrine ik the United Staienc.
The suggestion is adopted.

CENSORSHIP. —~ In the same sitting of the Benate the
question of subjetting the periodical gress to a censorskiip
is discussed. Senator Borshproposes aZolishing the censor
ship for the fornign press. The moticqs was rejected by &
majority of 89 against 28.

THE STRIKE MOVERENT. — ThefRussian newspapor
-Workmnan and Peasant®, pubiished in ;tew York, thus briefly
and accurately, characterizos the situion as. it now stands
in America:— .

+At the prescnt time the capitaliats here, in the United
Statos, are earrying on a desperate strugizje agninst labour,
and, principally againat the labour organizations. Economie
conditions do not improve, — on tho corttary, have grown
worse, on-account of the stagnation inyptoduction.

Thoe host of unemployed Increase every day, and
tho prices romain as high. The situatop of the labourers
has grown perceptibly worse®. |

Tho cessation })( the war has brought about an industrial
crisis in America. Hundreds of thousagdy of workingmen
found themselves in the street. .Factovy owners, we read
in .Workmen and Peasant® want to tage advantage of the
erisia and the distress of the unempioked. They want to
exchange the oight hour's day for onc 9 longer duration
and to cut down wages. .The workingmen respond with
striken’.

Early in February four mass atrikes #oko out simultano-
ourly at different points of the United (States. The textile
workers struck in Lawrence { Mas<achnseix, New England, the
centro of the textile industry) The workers of the silk-spinning
and silkweaving mills in Pattersgn. INcw Jerney), the
miners in Butte (Montana), and tho waginen of ‘municipal
‘works in Scattle (State Washington). '

In Lawrence, writes the ,\Wcekly 1"enple® -(the organ
of the Soclalist Labour Party) the toxtile ;rorkers demand the
8 hours day and a raise in wages. Strii*l gatherings are
forbiddon. Mounted police patrol the ¢it¢ One of the police-
men mado use of fire arma. Thore are (imours of regular
troops being kept in readincss, in caso ya emergency.

"JIn Pattorson 23.000 working men ap@t womon are on
strike. Demands: .the eight hour's day ann a raisc in wages.
The leaders of the irade union: wers expelied from
the precincts of Tho ecity. ] '

.In Butto, in connection with the mider's sirike some
kind of .Rod Guard” after thé Rusaian ppuerns was orga-
nized. It includes membern of tho ler gy of the Industrial
Workers of the World and Becialista, awsdnly Finna. Por
the present six battaliona have heen fornjed. A captain is
at the.head of tho Red Guard. Tho ,Axsy, sation of Soldiers
and Sailors® promised the strikers mipyl and material
support. Major Jones, who arrived at thu pcad of & hattalion
of Government troops,-declarcd that lai would stop at
nothing, that his battalion was armed (b the teeth and
had ‘machine guns.

+But what troobles our Government nyint, is the general
strike in Seattle. The bourgeoiy prous reveris that ,Seattle
is on the, eve of & bolshevist rising®. ;Jhofo have been
,disturbances® troops have been csiled oy The, tremway
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traffic has stopped in the city there is no electricity; the
shops, the reataurants, the scym§n aro cloard. 54 Jbolsheviks®
have heen expelied from thegcity. (.,Weekly People:® 15-th
of February.)

At the same time, reporta the ,Workman and Peasant®
+30.000 tailorw have been on irike In New York for the
last thirteon wevks. The fawoby owners roporta tho same
papers are resorting 80 lovkruls Thoe manufacturer of
men s and children’s clotheashave locked out thn workory
whose organizationa count 5¢ 0% members. The same thing
was done wilh the workmen 1 ghe building trades. As many
as 20.000 mon wore removes trom work. Here alro the
organization took up the strugyie against the capitalists
by declaring s strike. The ownera of iron works also resor-
ted 'to lnckouls and the workinen were forced Lo declare
a general strike.

Law proceedings. — The .cqurts aro issuing sontence
after sentence in constantly increasing number. In the
cusaens of Victor Bergen, Aqeiph Harmer, Ludwig Engel,
William Crudde, Irving St. Jana and Tucker, the sontonces
ran as high as 20 years of privon and 10.000 doliar's fine.
hugene Debbas, former sociabat randidate for the Presidency,
Is éondemned to imprisonmeg: ; for 10 years for antimilita-
rist propaganda.

Theso sentences provokeipiotest sirikes in all the great
eontres. The eapitlalistic presy, of course, calls the strikers
Jbolshevika®. It muat be that‘ltusaian communism is really
acquiring numerous*followers 'in America, since the Go-
vernment is at its wit's to kniw what measures to resort to
in the struggle against it. Thy Chamber of Commerco in
Boston has endowed a fund 4f 75,000 dollars for antibolshe-
vistic propaganda. An Anti-Anprchistic League has becn
foanded with a fund of 80.004 dollars. In New York State
Rusesian emigranta are arrcsyq and interned, 37 rovolutio-
naries have already beon oxjeyed. On tho 12:th and 15-th
of March 164 arresta were maue in New-York. Many of the
active soclalists have boldly rovfessed themeselves bolshe-
viks, feariess of expulsion angl ita consequences.

THE RUSSIAN COLONY.-3(In the 6—90-th of January
Jhe second Congress® of m+ Russian Colony of the
United States and Canada tous pince in New York. . (The
first Congress was held in «anuary of last yoar— 101R),
At the Congress were represchyea 40.080 Russian workmen
and peasants, who .take their Tnnd an the ground of class
struggle and (he nocial revdivjion and scknowledgo the
rule of Boviots’. There wero “1evaent 128 delegates, — .of
various parties and currents® -- Order of the day: 1) Greet-
ing to revolutionary Russia::2) The Boviet aystem in
America, 8) Relcase of Russiing from detention in military
camps and prisons; 4) Takitgl up relations with Soviot
Russia, wholesale repatriation pljunmigrants; 5) Intervention
8) Attitude towards the labour movement in America.

The Congreas sont tho foRolving greeling by tolegraph
(0 .lhe regular All-Russian Congress of SBoviets:®

<The ,Becond All-Ruasian wolonial Congress of the
United Plates and Canada! sends warm greetings
strongh Rhoir executive orgine. — the Soviel of Soldiers
and Peasants deputies to the Rilarian revolutionary peaple,
wio are fighting universal imyrialism for the liberation
of the labouring masses from the yoke of bondage.*

With regard to the question of the ,Soviet systom in
Amcrica, it in resolved that .all the Russian Soviets of
Workers Deputies shall be united into one fcderation®.
Rugsian Soviets wero organized in Ameorica as early as
lage year. These are intercity conferences or dolegates
assemblios, uniting in one all the Russian organiza-
tions that stand on the platform of clasa struggle and
support of Soviet power. The object of the Ruawsian
Bovicls, is In overy way to wussisl Soviet Russia 1’
the struggle against countor-revolutionary intrigues, to
carry on agitation and educational work amidat the immi-
grant mnsses, to defend tho Russian colony's interests. In
each given city the ,Russian Soviet* must take the place
of a Russian Consulate, while the Central Executive Com-
mittee of the ,Russian Soviets® residing in New York the
place of the takes (Soviet Rusaia consonting) of Embassy-

As an fllustration of the attitude of the Russian la-
bourers’ and peasants’ colony towards tho Soviets rule
we will quote a few passages from the speech of the chair
man of the Congress, Comrade Aloxander Brailofsky (an
old party worker twice sentenced to death);

«Comrades! | declaro the Congress opened.—long live
the Soviet Republic! (Agpiause). Tho eycs of the workers In
the lahour movement must always be directed towards the
final goal. This goal ia established. 1t is the universal social
revolution (Applause). It is clcar to all of you what barrier -
bars the road (o that goal. It is — intervention. Therofore,
the main task of the moment in—to fight intervention. Let
us bhe active. It ia not blunders that ruin revolutions, but

‘supincnesa. long live the proletarians and peasants of all

countries!® (Applause).

The Congress rcsolved to do all they possibly could to
organize the connection with Soviet Russia (for which pur-
poso four delegates weio to ho sent to Moscow at tho first
possibility), and arrange for sending over io Russia a
numher of immigrants, Ruasia nerds men of scnme, practi-
cal men, abovo all such as can read and write. Therefore
tbe Congress resolved to proceed at once o arrange for
brief tourses of primary instruction, including besides
reading and writing. some knowlcge of politics, of practical
sciences,—tn institute a school for chauffeurr, mechanico,
surveyors, etc., efc.

Tho account of the Congress given in the ,Workman
and Peasant® in glowing with unfeigned, earnest revolutio-
‘nary onthusiasm. Among its resolutions we find the foilowing:

»The Congress hcartily grcets the soldicrs of Canada,
who refused to act against Soviet Russia. Long live the
Canadian soldicrs!®

OUR LITERATURE IN AMERICA.—The following writings
are widely diffused in America: ,Withdraw from Russia,*®
+The Conatitution of the Soviets;®* — ,The actual problems
of the Soviet Guvernmoent,® by lLenin (published by the
«New World*);,—.The International War®* by A. Rakofsky.—
sDeclaration of the rights and duties of labouring huma-
nity® (published by the New York Russian Soviet). The
groeat New York daily ,the World,* Wilson's semiofficial
organ, published in Pebruary s series of articles an Soviet
Russia by Robert Minor, formorly collaborator in the de-
partment of the Central Execcutive Committes for Boviet
propaganda. Minor spent about a year in Moscow and
Russia.
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The social revolution before the courts

Prosecution of the league ,industrial Workers of the World."

la the September (ssue of the .lLiborator* (a. magazine
published in Now York) there Is an exccedingly interosting
_article by Johu Reed, which gives a vivid account of the
proceedings in Chicagg against 112 champlons of poace
(membors of the league ,tho Industrial Workers of the World,*
a purely aacintutle nrafessioual organization, founded in oppo-
sition to Gompors. ,Amorican Foderation of Labour,” which
is eonductod by bonchmen of the eapitalist trusts). It was
after this article bad apprarcd that scatence was passed,
condemaing our comrades to imprisonment, ‘some for such
terms as 20 years. We borrow the f:dlowing pages from Rocd's
doncription.

Judge landis, who conductled tho judicial proccdure, is a;
thoroughly modera Judgu. He woars no rohe, leaves his soat
from time to time and walks nbout tho room, couversing or
listening to the lawyers addrossing tho juiy, (In America,
such cases are tiied by & jury). Tho prisoners are pormiticd
to (ake of their coats, %o perambulate about the rvom and
read the papers.

Personnlly the prisonors presont such a sight as was
never known In bistory. Over a hundred mon: woodeuttors,
ploughmen, mincrs, ncwapapor men, all followers of the doc-
trine that the riches of the earth must bolong to those who
extract them by their labour and that the labourers of the
whole world must take possession of thoir property. Bofore
me lics the charter of their industrial demoucracy: ,One Big
Uniun,*—and there in is their crime. This is why the ] W. W,
stands before the Court. It is just this sort of idca that' will
in the long run undermine and destroy the capitalistic sfruc-
ture. If & way could be found to kill theso pouplo, capitalist
soclety would gladly nelze it, — just as it did to death Frank
Litde, and, before him, Joe Il (lwo wcll known American
revolutlonints). This 1s why the jackal press vogilerates:
»Gorman agontsl Traitora!”—slriving to create grounds for
the lynching of I. W. W. on a grand scalo.

Over a hiundrod strong men, The majority of the members
of the American labour movemont beleng to the sedentary pro-
fenslonn; woavoers, textile workers, compositors. Huch at lcast
is the cano in largo citics.

Miners, motalworkers, workmon of the bunding tradcs,
railwaymon belong to the ,American Federa tivn of Labour®
which holde tn tho capitalistic aystem as strongly as Joha
Plerpon: Morgan himsolf. As lo those hundred prisoners, thoy
are aill reprosenlatives of migratory cralts, - masons, lum-
bormen, roapers, freighters—all fellows living by the hardest
pbysical labour. They are covered with the scars of wounds
doalt them by industry.~industry and socioly's hatred. They
are utterly fearless. Seeing them at work, when constructing
some building, or throwing & bridge >cross a river, the capi-
talist will say: ,That's the kind of labourer our country meeds;
such as know their business and do their work, and do not
idie around and chattor all eorts «f monsense about clsss
confllct.

That s true: they do know their business and do work
Bat, strange o say, they also bel.eve in social revolution.

Hear once again their trumpet call, the famous preambdle
.00 the program of the L. W. W.

«The labouring and the exploiting chns have nothing In
common. Therd can bo no peaco whilo ruere is husger and
want amid the workers and while the ax-wiling class enjoys
all the good things of life. The struggle »1ll inevitably go on
botwecn Lhese two.classes until the work., . becomo orxanized
all over the world, wntil they take the ..ad and the means
of production in to their own hands sn: abulish the wage
nystem.®

The auther tells how over ninoty meiy who have been in

- confinemant over a year (the rest managai o find bail, alt-

hough it was fixed as high as 25.000 d-yiars) march along
tho streets (o the court, and introducers the better known
amoag them: big Blll Haywoqd, la his irrariable black cap,
with & [ace which rominds one of a mounuan side pitted with
holos; rod haired Roddie Doran, with lus. goodnatured sol-
dierly figure and the groen shade ovar bhis eyes; Ralph
Chaplin, resombling Jack London in hh& voung days; Jim
Thomson, tho wellknown orator of the I. . W.— and many
others. On tho first page of the _Daily ;,uefcnce ‘Bulleun,®
ublished by tho Central Committee of theyurganization tnere
s an illustration showing & workman 1w prisoo, wlil the
caption: ,Remember: we are herekin prison lor
you; you are at liberty out trere becavuse
of uer*

Now they are behind the bar of th& courtroom, all of
them togothor;, many without thelr coats:ssome reading the
paporw, others stretched, hall” lylag om s, oonch; wome ls;
some stand.—They are all typical faces of w. . kers and fightorsy
io some you can guess tho orator, the wriw, ; the expreasive,
passionale faces of forcigners stand out fron.,she rest; all bear
the stamp of streogth and enthusiasm; ma.,: [aces are scar-
rod and sad. A hundrod mea better utl:y to stand up for
tbe social revolution could not have becn i-ilected from all
America. The public, on entering the roum,isemarked: ,Why,
this is some sort of moeting: not & trial at 1. Ae (o me, just
arrived from Russia, all this.romindod me g 8 seasion of the
‘Contral Kxccutive Comunitiee of the All-iginsian Congrese
of Boviots in Polrograd. It roally was hare to bellove that
all these mon were being triod. Nouthing -wte dejoction or
timidity was' observible in taem; you saw un them selfsssu-
rance, intcrost in the proceedings, a clear mmprehension of
tho situation. it might have boen a bolshovyt revolutionary
tribunal, For one moment [ nad the impriusion as though
the ceatral committee of the American Boget wero trying
Judge Landis ror... let us say' counter-revolugson.

Later on [ noticed a group of uacouth men, with brutish
faces, ill-sbaped figures, broad. bips and eyee%vhich expressed
crueity with a mixture of servility, like a pulidog's: those
wore detoctives, strikebreakerd and other watundogs guardiag
private property.

Reed further describes how Mr. Nebeker. {iblle prosscutor
(aleo solicitor of & big copper wust), begaa Ins spesch while
the street below rang with agitation In favosr of war. Wardl
you can not scare us with that Are not als these hundred
and odd men veterans of that war to whioch thoy have given
their whole lives, thc Neody war against s piwer possessed
of immeasurable forcds, which ksow 2o peace.mor submits 0
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any lawy for bumane warlar. They are vetorans of the class
war, the old guerilis warrare waged by whole generations of
labourers aghinst thelr masters,—a war which has invaded,
the entire world, - which reo:ns rndless, yat Ia doomed to ong.

The persecution againve the members of tho 1. W. V.
began In Saptember 1917. Bigrn monthn. untll Apti) 1918, they
wero kept ia confinement, aigl. durlog all that time nothidg
was done to investigale thiir caso. Thoy were nccused of
balonging to the 1. W, W. wanication and agitating for the
realization of its prograni Which, to be briel, pursued the
sbolition of wage labour.!Biis Je what they ronlly were in-
dicted for, not for sny pol'tgnl action at all Their ,crime®
consisted, you see, In wishins o overthrow tho governmont
of the United Staten. Thet could not well be imprisoned ,on
80 old a charge, 0 they wd:re incriminsted with obstructing
the government's military bricrom. )

Asd while 112 iuen wory pining In confinement, a wild hunt
ik place all vver the evuatipy; all premises occupied by the I
W . W.were clonred; their mepunygs were furbidden; thoso wh took
part in them wore arrestey, their documents seized; reaction
was rampant as mever bei.ro. True, the attempt to present
the case as nne of _high tr2a an¢ did not succced. It was a put
up chargo, with the sole (gypet of somchow covering up the
roal rcasoa of th porsecutiog. The governinent exports who
ezamined the buoks and aucdunta of all the ,(Jerman agents®
arrived at the conviction,? (hat everything war ol right.®
Among other things, muclt Qinlse was mundo at one period of
the enquiry of a certain ex-joyernor, Tom Campbell of Arizona,
who appeared in Chicago (with & portfulio full of prools that
the 1. W. W. had taken m¢ney from Germany.* Whole wecks
the stood bolore tho juduws’ (abie, and all the timo peoplo
walted for the publication »f) his remarkable documents; but
ono fine day ho doclarod *dai his famous portfulio had beon
stolen by a member of thejl.. W. W. disgulsed as a siceping.
car attendant.

80 as not to give tha p-«roedings a sontimoenial colouring
the prosecution abstained firn9 indicting women, and carefully
avoided implicating such pergons as had been victims or eye-
witnesses of the ruthless, prytal actions of thoe Amcrican ca-
pitalists .with regard to lalyyrers during the last fow years.
But, thanks to tho skill of knn defence, conducted by lawycers
Vnd-vcr and Clesry, the n-ree!:n for the defonco proved to
Yo enumerations of tho bloydy crimes of the great industrial.

agnateg Colur d’'Aléne, S4n DI go, Bverctt, Joachim Valloy,
aterson, Mesaba Range, Itishy, Tools. .

Very. significant (as in, the Ewedish trisl lor high treason
in 1916), were the qunstions put concorning socialism and ro-
volution. Whea the jurymey wero being chosen, the prosecutor
had lots of troudble eliminpting all radial elemen's. Among
the points on which the ,ulymen had to answer, the following
are worth notjeing:—

»D0 you, or do you noy hold, that all children should be
taught respect for other neople’s property?® — Do you or do
you fot hold that the fund,mental laws of the American Con-
stitition were inspired bvi the Lord God? — Karl Marx, the
fathior of this lawless doctrino,’ is the loul' swamp out of which
the roots of the L. W. W. dmw their sap.®—At times the judge
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himsell thought things were going too far. Whon the prose-
cutor sald: A cltizen has no legal right to revolution,®* lLas-
dis iatorrupted him with words: _Yon; but all the question Is,
how many he can draw after him, or, in other . wurde, in how
far he is able to provoko a revolution.®

It was casy for the defence to reply to such speoches.
Here in & sample: .You said, Mr. Nebeker, that you wWnover
read revolutionary lterature. Dil you at any time road in
uchool about the American rovolution of 1776? O of the Freweh
revolution, which dethroned tho king and mad: France a re-
publie? Or of tho Russian rovolution, which put an end to
autocracy and the Taar? Do you know that 2 por cent of Che
people in this country owid 6) por cent of the national wealth
and that two thirds of the peuple own less than five por cent
ol national wealth? Is it knowa to you how the ey~tem of
wago labour influcnces Infant mortality? Do you know that
prostitution has developed chicfly berause wages are Inaufficiont
for ia living? And wh ch sidy starts employiog violence in oon-
flicts with Irhour? Do you consider the interosts of property
as higher than human interesta~?

And 80 on, unendingly a whcie month. What an educa-
tion for the Jury! And what na fastructive Influcnco all thie
would have exerciced on the out ro cuntry, had not the jackal
press Ignored altogether ond utterly distorted the whote story
of the legal procecdiogs against the I. W W. Day after d:y,
all through this summer, witncss after witnesn from the class
war front appoarcd and played their part in the creation
of the groat labrur cpic: strike leadcers, soldiers, plain labou-
rere, agitators, membetra of parliament, policemon detectives...

I heard how Frank Rogers, a youth, whowm lile made
glowing and ‘embitlered, his oycs bLurning with revenge, tuld
in dry, abrupt acconts of & fire in the Speculator mine, whore
hundred of moh burned to doath becauss the Company would
not spend money on doors for the weoden passagos. Ho also
told of the killing of Frank Littlo, who was hanxed by the
volunteer polico in Montana. and how the miners in Bule had
sworn to avengo him; of Oklahama, of the drenching with
pitrh and burning of workmen at Tuols and Evorett, and of
the four graves of Sheriff Mac Races victims on the hills by
Boattlo; he told of the exlle to Arizona; how police plunderers,
armed by the eapitatists took laboufors In eattle ears out inte
the desert and left them there, and they vainly appealed to
parliament and to Wilson, who secms to take more intorest
in justico In other countries than in his own, and did po
answer the courteous request of the viotims, who wished (at
least to kr.ow whother thoy could expect anything from him.

One of the prisoners told in candid and moving terms
how he and others had been seized by the cumpany's private
police.

wYes, thoy beat un And their cbiol asked: ,Are you
members of the ]. W. W.3* | answered: .Yes.*—He asked for
my membership ticket. I gave it bim,—and he tore it up. He
also tore up my companions ticket.*—There is no sense tesring
up tickets, sald my comirade;—_we can always got new ones.®
-May be," eaid the man; .and we can dostroy them.*—

But my comrade retorted: ,You cAnnot lear this out of my
heart.®

e
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