





WORKERS ;P THB WORLD, UNITB

THE COILMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL

ORGAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTHE
OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

APPEARS SIMULTANEOUSLY IN RUSSIAN, ENGLISH, FRENCH AND GERMAN

Ne 3

JULY 1 1919

PUBLISHING OFFICE . -EDITORIAL OFFICE:
PETROGRAD, SMOLNY, 32, Tel. 169-20. PETROGRAD, SMOINY, G. ZINOVIEV'S Office.






Sy

“ . . s .,
e - A
L T "

-

" (\‘““‘k&\\\"” . 1 /////// //,

\‘\\\\\ -l )
NNN . 7A ~:
.. ;y"‘},
) oz

APPEAL

of 1k Excoutive Bomiiica o

o Gonmunst o

klld thluluhl\‘

aiena

to the workers of all countries,

Comrades, the capitalist world, shaken to its foun-
dativn by the five ycars of war, is on the eve of final
collapse. World revolution is on the march, it approaches
with the inevitableness of fate,

Faco to face with this menace, the fnternational bour-
geoisic makes desperute efforts to kcep power in its own
hands, to crush social revolution that threatens its class
supremacy. Its heaviest blows are directed at those coun-
tries where tho working class have already won a vie-
tory: at the soviet republics of Bussia, Hungary, Ukraine,
.ettland, Lithuania, \White Russia.

A savage and moastrous crime Is being committed
before our eyes. The world-rebbers of capitalism are
ready for cvery vileness, for the greatest infamy, if that
will but help them to crush the hateful proletarian power
of tho sovlets,

They sow hatred towanls the nations that have shaken
off the yoke of capitalism, and scatter the most shameless
lies about the policy of the sovie{ ropullics, at the same.
time depriving the workers of thoir countries of the pos-
sitility of sending their representativos to Russia and
ITungary, where they might convince themsclves with
their own eyes, of tho socialistic transformation of those
countries. They shout about the horrors of the Red Terror
from every housotop, but thoy themsolvos employ white
terror — violeace against tho_workers —in its most sav-
age form,

They put up counter-rovolutionary risings, snd sup-
port with all means at their command those embittered
reactionaries who endeavour to reestablish the power of
lsndowners and capitalists, whichis hateful to all nations,

but so dear to the heart of the foyr-national bourgooisie.
They shameolessly refuse the poace ozrrs of the truly popu-
lar soviet govornments, and enteriinto agreemcnts with
the worst countor-revolutionaries—tionerals Kolchak, and
Denlkin in Ruesla, with ‘the declar’d monarchists Counts
Karolyi and \nllmssy in Hungadv. They do mot evea
stop at destroying, Ly tho hands of their sgonts, railway
bridgos and water works, incalculangy asugmeating thereby
the sufferings of the labouring mass-s.

- They mock the pcoples of theg soviet republics, by
crying out at the starvation and r3in of these countries
and laylag the responsibility for theri on the soviet govern-
ment. But thoy do not mention that riin aand starvation sre
the rosults of the world war and castalist managomont,—
that this ruin is onhanced by the cliratical policy of the
imperialists of tho Great Powers, 9ho in league against
the soviet republics, continue thd blockade snd send
their merccnary bhands against Russia and Hupgary.

By bypocriical and lying dexarations fo Parlia-
ment and tho pross they seek -to I\l the wakelulness of
their pooples. Lloyd Georgo and Clamencesu, Wilson and
Scheidomann all with ono voice du:lare that they have
no iotention of making war on the2suviet repubdlics, and
ot tho same time sond ever now.fotes 10 Siberia, Arch-
angel, the Murmaask aud tho Danur:*, continue to provide
the encmies of the soviot republics %ith arms und ammu-
nition, incite the Polish geatry, the Roiranian boyars, Baltic
burons and tho Czekh, Finoish, F“honlan counter-revo-
lutionarics sgainst the peoples of Rus:la, Hungary, Ukraine.

In the struggle ognl_nt soclali='n the bourgeolsie of
the world has frmed a upited battle-fromt. Is it oot
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astonishing how easily tand quickly yesterday's encmies
ure appeasod when i¥ is the struggle against soclalist
revolation that is at ksye. The viotorious Allies have
nit yet concluded peacy with Germany, whom they want
to strip to the last thiead, when the bourgeois socialist
traitor govornment already cagerly plays the hangman-
part at the bidding of wio Allles, crosking the workers’
risings at home and Jending rogular"}roope to occupy
Jattland, Litbusnia and; White Russia.

Tho workers of ail countrics should learn clearly,
- that- it is pot only tho fate of the Russian, Ilun-
garian, Ukrainian so) et republics that hang ia the
balance—it is the fato bf world revolution that is being
decided 'in the Ural and bofore Petrograd, in the Car-
pathians and on the Bsnube. If tho imperialists of all
countries succeed in extinguishing the first hearths of com-
munistic reyolution, theylabour movement of all countries
will be thrust back for tseveral derades. All the welght
of the liquidation of the first great imperinlist war will
be lald on the shoulders of the workers, and this not
only in the dcfeated countries Lut in tho victorious
countries a8 well. And jthe unccasing wrangling about
the division of the boojy roon will lead to new, stiil
moro senseliss and bloody wars, and in the end thv
whole world will be pii.ned into hopoless poverty and
endless slavery.

The only escape, the ¢nly salvation is in universal
social revelution.

The Executive Commitice of the Communist Inter-
national summons the workers of all dountries to the aid
of wniversal social revolution. The Commitice observes

with satisfaction, that the workers of many countrics
have already recogniscd their task and protest loudly
against the criminal Inteutions of thelr governments. It
cordially greets the resolution.of tho Italian, French and
FEnglish socialists on the declaration of & goncral sirlhe
of protest.

The Exccutive Committee of the Communist Interna-
tional invites the workers of ull countries to give expres-
sion 10 their solldarity *ith tho soviet republics by the
organisation of an {nternational demonstration against
the campaign of the Imperialists arainst Russia and
Hungary.

The days of verlLal protest are past, tho time for action
has come.

To the allianco ot the rohlers of ng,-ld caplitalism,
tho workers must oppuso their own alliince, the inter-
national fraternal union of the workers. In the streets
of London and Parie, lierlin and Rome, Vienna and
Prague, Now York and Toklo the air should resound
with the samo shopis: .

Down with tne campaign against the soviet re-
publics!

Down with capitallsm! Down with the power of the
bourgroisto!

Long live the power of the workers!

The Bureau of the Executive Committee
the Communist international,

Q. Zinoviev,
Chairman.
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A NEW FORM OF INTERVENTION!

Té the Workers of England, France, ltaly and America.

The rovernments of Figland aod France dared not
declare open war on the ltussiun Soviet Republic. These
governinents were afraid to send a few millions or even
a fow hundred thousand mun of the regular army sgainst
Soviet Russia. They koow very wall, that the English
and French workmen and soldiers look upon the Russian
workmen as their brothers. It was mot in vain that
Lloyd George declared in xhe louse of Commons, that
to scnd a great English .rmy to Russis meant to trams-
plant bolshevism to England by the shortest possiblo road.

But this docs not incap that the English and French
government have given up the idea of making war on
Soviet Russia. They merely rhose another, less apparent,
fashion of intervening into Russian affairs.

To the English and Fronch workmen they declare:
we have given up imtervention, we do not interfere with
Rusasian aflaim, God forbld; we <onlys help Genorals
Denikin, Yudenich and Koltichak in their struggle sgainst
belshoviem. *

Fuglish, French, Italian and American workers!
Comrades! Imagine tbat a burglar tries to break into
our housc to murder you and your wife and children.
‘on have locked your door and armued yourself in self-
defence. The lLurglar appruaches, but canoot overcome
the locks and bars. \Vith a shot from your ritle you drive
him dway. By this time your neigbbour has hurried to
the lurglar's sid, bringing bim a crowhar, jimmy, a
polroned daguer, has fod and warmed him, given bim
some of his own scrvants 10 help him and sent him
agaiost you, armed hy now to the teeth. The robber,
encouraged and strengthened, attacks you with redoubled
impudence. And your honest neighbour, who supplicd thn
robher with all ho nceded, swears, smirking: By God,
1 am sgainst intérvention imto your internal afisirs, 1
really and truly refuse to interveng in tho most deciged
fashion.

This is the attitode taken up by the Allled govern-
ments with regard to workman snd peassat Rusia.
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Workers of England, France, Italy and Awerica!
Know that the eAllicd» governments have not in the least
given up interferonce in Russian affairs. Thoy bave
merely chosen a more cunning and jesuitlic form of inter-
vention.

Whom do the governments of Lloyd Georgn aid and
abet?

Admiral Kolchak, teneral Denikin, Goneral Krassnov,
ticneral Yudenich,

Theso pencrals are all living Incarnations of the
darkest tzaristic reaction. These generals are hated and
despised by the entire working population of Russia.
Without tho support of the Angzlo-French stock exchange
theso gonerals would be utterly helpless aud could not
«o the soviet rcpublic any considerablo harm. But thoe
¥nglish and French goveroments provide. the tzarist gen-
erals vith money, arms, food, commamding stalf, volun-
teers, spies, incendiaries. —with everything these gentle-
biorn ruflians Beed in their baso strugelo against work-
man and peasant Russia.

* English sind French national wealth is passing into
the hands of Russian whiteguard gencrals to pay for
the costs of stifline tho great Russiaa revolution. English
and Frenech soldiers aro to bo made the butcliers of the
Russian prople.

The Enulish and French bourpeoisic scts bourgeois
Finland, the white guand. of Esthonia, the countor-revo-
Tutidnary bourgcoisie of I'oland and Lithuania agalost
Soviet Russia. Finland, DPoland, Fsthonia aro aswarm
with FEnglish and French - counter-revolutionary officers
and spies. They train, victual, clothe and slice the white
stuard bands  destined for fight against Soviet Russia.
From Finland, Isthonia and Peland Auglo-French agents
organise conspiracies in Russia, burning of grain storcs,
Yolowing-up of bridges, and so forth. The oflicial and semi-
oflicial consulales of kngland, France and Italy in Pee
trograd were the botheds of csplonage and provocation.
‘The represcntatives of tho English and French goveroment
Lribo Russian white guard officers and incite them to
the rilest treason.

The workors of]all countries arv apparently so in-
«lignant at the scherpes of the Allied imperialists, that even

el o 2

Tho cclebration of the last of May is tho only seri-
ous attempt of \he sccond - socialist International to
pass from wonls to deeds and to weld the proletarians
of all countries in common united action of wide import
and impressive force. This attomnpt was not destined to
reap complelo . success, and tho fate of the May cole-
bration was a significant forerunner of the igyominious
failare of tho Second Internutional at the outbreak of
the world war, Still, tho May celcbration has poured
strong currents of rousing, Kkindling life into the masses
of the exploited and oppresscd, currents of a ‘Bew life
that has transformod innumerable hopeless suffercrs into
ardent fighters.

For in it works the might idos of intcrnational soli-
darity that koits the slaving tollers of the whole worid
togethor. And this idea is no alry dream of tho

T'-Ii u hvdnuhnu
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the compromise-«sdcialistes ‘at 4cast. in their spoeches,
protest against inservention.

The comproinise-esocialistss ¥now cndeavour to con-
vince the workers that victoryyhas ulready been won
and tho governmeys of the Alli.s havo given up inter-
vention,

Comrados! This Is a vile lie. Yhis is deliberate deceit.
Your imperialist ;overnments hivco not given up iuter-
vention. Thoy carry on this jutorvention in its most
diszusting form.

Tho Engzlish and French gove 'nments have recogznized
Admiral Kolckak to be the «leg' imates ruler of Kussia.
Is this not the grossest Intecforrnvo into Russian afairy ?
Is this not a challengo to you, ’; well as to the Russian
workors, 2 clullonzo to tho worv~rs of all countrios?

For four and a: half years ¢ o bourgcolsie mado the
workmen and peasants extermbiito each other by the
hundred thousand.. And now 1% bourgcoisia wants to
make you pay .Lo icosts of prodi#tion of this wholesale
slaughter. Besldos 'this, the Al'>) governments want
«thoir» -‘peoples to be 1ho butches of the Russlan work-
men and peasants.

Honour roquircs of the work<:s of England, France,
Ilaly and America that they imre-diately protest againsy
intorvention in this its new jeswtic form. Act 50 that
the robler governmonts of the t.ntente should bo inca-
pable of transporting a singlo #‘wior, a single shell, a
single gun. The saivation of tho:workers of all countries
lics only In the dictatorship oir the prolotariat, in the
establishment of soviot power. The=fate of the prolotarian
movement dcpends most of all on | ;o workers of England,
France, Italy snd america.

Exposo this new deceit. Souni the alarm. Raiso the
bannor of revolt. liorm councils.» Organize the soldiors.
Arm yoursclves! Aud make renjy for the last deci-
sive battle,

The Bureau of the Execiutive Committee of
the Communist Ihternational,

Q. Zinoviev,
Chairman.
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imagination. It is alliving realitA the expression of the
idontical conditions f existorice ti2t the rule o1 Capital
creates all over thei earth for the® overwhelming major-
ity of the enslaved, exploited workors; it is common
knowledge drawh from common fced that must lead W0
common ' will, to common aclion.a Thus the idea of the
murnnlonal brotherhood of tho %vorld prolotariat is sn
essential part of the great idca o liberation, that light
on the way of the enslaved in their :iruggle against capital.
Iike the idea of liberation itself, »tj is at ouce the mo-
tive power and the nim that is 1= be realised in prac-
tice, and, therefore,i It also shac™s its fate: to win
amid struggles, amid sceking sn? groping, amid blun-
derings-land defects - slowly, m:h too slowly, fot the
fiery impatiénce of our hearts thrd Jong for an Intersa-
Uonal that is {0 unite liberated- ponkind.
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Moro than seventy jeors have goue by since the
communist manifcsto surmnned us to turs tho ideca of
the International solidarity of all the exploited into a
powerful act of likcration.

«Workers of the world, unite!s This idea caught at
bearts and called forth wills, and yet it took ncarly two
dncados hefore it found tangible expression in the for-
mation of the International Workmen's Association in
london in 18G4. Dut few vcars of action were granted
to the frst International, but weak were its matorial
resources. Soon after the fall of tho heroic I'aris Com-
mune the organisation collapsed. Yet in tho short span
of its existence it achievcd immortal, Imperishable deeds.
1t made the ides of internatiofal solidarity, the common
property of all workers' aseociations that were desirous
of leading the prolotariat from want and darkoess to
froedom. The forms of the Arst luternational had become
100 parrow for the nascent, growing lifo that was the
soul of the organisation ind that had heen aroused
by it in all countries. §he form passed, tho |life,
the soul remalnod and tootinued to act all over the
world.

And nearly two decaucss were 10 pazs agaln before
this life, this idea of tho idinrnational solidarity of the
world proletariat could becdme embodied in a union of
_fghting workers. In 1859 mha sccond International was
procisimed at the internatitnal socialist and workmen's

congress in P'ariv. No longer 3id it unito merely small, weak

workmen's organisations in ipc first stage of thelr devolop-
mont, It was the proud- Jeaguo of sociulist parties and pro-
feasional organisations, Youig, and vigoronsly pushing ahoad.
It seened to knit together @ life full ‘'of inexhaustible,
tndomitable inner and external force, to give this life a
common direction, & commoh aim, true to tho principles
of iaternaticaal socialism. ! ¥ne international congress
after the other confirmed 1 by Important, enlightening,
unifying discussions, by wiscly vorded, stirring resolu-
tions, by brilliant, overwheIming demonsgrations. It seemed
that the tremendous matcrial and moral power accumu-
Jated in the sccond Intorpational was bound to turn into a
mighty action againat capitblism.

But the second Internatienal confinod itself to remain-
ing 8 mere workshop for the concoction of fine resolu-
tions. Never was the common will, the total power of
the united prolctarians clenched into a mighty fist for
carrying these resolutions hiito being. In spite of its Justre
the Second International did not sven accomplish the
most urgent of cconomic #-forms that ought to have
hecn the corncr-stone of the protection of labour,—the
Jegal eight hours’ workingdy. And although its activity
was deterwoined by fts beltéf ln the high mission of par-
liamentarism, of bourgeois flamocrdcy, in no country had
it brought about even the siablishment of a true, full
political democracy. And 4%ed its power and its worth
were put 1o tho test of wits it failed Ignominivusly.
When tho world war breke out it'shrank from opposing
the golden intermational § thc power-maddened im-
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perlaliste, the red Internatiooal of the proletariat long-
ing for freedom and resolved to fight for it.
The second International could mot even say, with
Francis I: «All is lost, except honours. It lost its
honour first of :m,\ for it was defcated without showing
fight. Loaded with shamo it perisicd on the battle-fields
where German proletarians and French prolctarians
murdered ono another  with the blessing of German
soclal democracy and the united socialist party of France.
Tho grand body of tho Second international, its glit-
tering pompous garments contained but & small, weak
and timorous soul. A soul that over = joy of the carth-
worms of reform had lost its craviog {for the golden
treasures of socialism. A spirit that failed to nnderstand
that the opoch of slow social evolution had heen re-
placed by a period of stormy revolutionary progress.
A will that preferred trading with Lourgeols society for
small conccssions rather than fighting it for a high
stake. Tho splrit, will and activity of the Second Inter-
ational in their main outlines had heen minted by its
Sew cl», German social democracy. Tho decay of German
social democracy, which concedlrd an opportunist bour-
geois policy of reforms with pocialistic phrascs, was
the chiofl cause of the death of the Sccond Iaternational.
No attempts at galvanisation alter the Stockholm. or
Bern patiern can resuscitate it.

But tho idea of international solidarity did nnt
perish with the Sccond International In the fratricidal
war. It lived on in the proud «nos with which the
social demncrats in the Russian Duma and in the Ser-
bian Skuptchina, and later on In the Italian Parliament,
refused to grant the war credits to their governments,
it added wings tn the tenacious peaco agitation of the
British Indcpendent Labour Party. While the patrioti
war songs of the German, French, British and Austrian
social democrata intermingled with the death-ratile of
dying proletarians, with the crics of pain of the wounded,
the idea of solidarity rose again to he the finrer-post of
tho working masses in their struggle onward. It rose,
blecding from the mire, with countenance drawn and
haggard with pain, coverrd with dirt and yet resplendent
with sublime, immortal Jife. At t1be Women's laterna-
tiona} Socialist Conferenco nt Iern in March, 1915, it
pointed out to the soclalists truo gfo, their principles,
to tho prolntarians aroused from their zlpor. tho path they
ought to take. It called out to them: cnough talk, ft is
time to act. U'nited bn your .will, united your arlionl

Like the dawn precirsing tho sanriso did thix
Bern Conference herald thd Third  Socialist Interna-
tional. Tho conferences at Zimmerwald, Kicathal and
Moscow have drawn uwp its birth certificate, but the
strongeat cvidencoe of its existcneo is furnished by the
activity of the now luternational. To be sure, ihis oxis-
tence i8 not yet regulated by rules and statutes. Bt
It is bound by somcthing iofinitely highicr, inflnitoly more
binding: by the principles of International Socialism.
To tern these principles from lip-scrvice into action
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the raison d'étre of the
This it is that distin-

such is tho historical task.
Third Socialist International.
.guiskes it from its predecessor.

The ideca of the faternational solidurity of the pro-
letarians of all countrics that has made the socialists set
themsclves couragcously and self sacrificingly against
the madness of tho fratricidal world war, this idea by
its action has welded together the Third International.
Amid tho storms and flames of the world rovolution it
now binds it together still mdre closcly. moro fusolubly:
Tho disgrace of the unprincipled world war policy of
the second International has to sink Into mnothingness
beforo the glory of the true soclalistic policy of world
revolution upheld by the Third International. By means
of tho world revolution the proletariat must rise onco
more from its deep fall during the world war 10 the
heizhts of conscious fulfillment of its historical mission.
The world revolution is tho touchstone upon which tho
Third International wmust prove its right to existence.
For In deflance of all negators of world rov-lution, of
all sceptics, wo already hear the roaring of the storm of
worll revolution.

For tho revolution heroically begun in Russia has
cstablished and strengthened ftself. Ry mceans of tabo-
tace and ‘white terror the properticd minority and its
intcllectual following tricd to destroy the work of revo-
Iutionary soclalism. With their power concentrited in
ithe sovicts tho prolctarians and landless peasants; broke
]tholr resistance. The Red Army victoriously rapulsed
the forcign troops, which as hirolings of international
imperialism were éxpertcd in unfon with the -ounter
revolutionaries 1o throttle the young socialist republic.
The latter didl mot succumb in the strugele, notwith-
standing its having been robbed of its richest grahi stores
and cul off from the coal and petrolcum districts, (rom
all conncction with the scas. Nay, the «bolshevik savagess
even succerded in  alloviating  the  blackest -misery
of the masses, by means of far-reaching reforms and
social provizion in laying the foundation for o pew
cconomic order and. in particular, as regards public
education, achieving work that, according to civilisation,
the unquestionablo testimony of Maxim Gorki, stands
npm:cdcn{ed in history.

In Giermany the revolution has swept tha trown ofl
tho head of the monster of capital. Now tho struggle
acainst the mopstor itsclf is at its hottest. For the German
proletariat it is no Jonger. a qucstion of more or less politi-
val domocracy and social reform in a capidalistic\state,
The aim of tho struggle is the aonibilation of capitalism
itsclf, ia the realisation of sociulism. With violenco and
bloody lerror the class dictatorship of the c¢xploiter,
exercised by tho <prolotarianss KEbert. Schcidemapn and
Noske opposes this aim. It js a decp iragedy in the
German workere’ struggle for liberation that proletarian
upstartx.  would-ba social democrais with "bombs and
rifles in hand placo themselves before the capitalistic

—_—

order as ils protoctorse. Dut th- handful of political
Jugslers will bo swept away soon. 2nough by tho impetus
of the revolutionary storm. frre: stibly rushing on and
preceded by the foaming billows <4 tho strike movoment.

The triumph of the proleta:at in Hungary speaks
with fiery tongues 10 the slaves of capitalism fn all
countrios. With wonderful spee: the rovolution burst
through the shell of national dirjord and .exhibited jts
real kernol as class strogglo be’ veen the indigent and
epslaved producers and the fdie hloasure-secking ruling
appropriators of social wealth. Ovieight the Social Dem-
ocratic party of Hungary ere-liirneds its lesson and
took its courso to the left, and «n its way to Damascus
it met and joined tho communits whom but a short
time ago conjolutly with th: Lourgeols democrucy
it had fought agxinst and per.ccuted bitterly for the
sako of proserving 'the mational :%1to,

The establishment of tho «<rcialist soviot republic
in Hupgary will fncrease the fe*rs and the rago of the
propertied minorite~ and their v.dvocates in al) couns
trics. More than eter will theyaput their trust in the
trinity of the rilld. tho maxivs gun and the trench
mortar. Yet tho daring action oz the Hungarian proleta-
ricns simultancousiy strengthen# the seif-roliance, the
fighting spirit andi the creativ®® will o1 the sweated
and exploited working masses. It will sumulato - the
courso ‘of the rovdlution in picces where it already
rushes on to the fight against Lourgeois rule. It will help
to unchain revolution in places :where imperfalism be-
licves to have overcome sociali‘.n. In the Allied coun
;rlcs also tho appallingly glorjoustiames of rovolution will
wrst forth out ofi the volcano:of class contradictions.
Already the earthis shaking with mun blows of labour move-
ments that continuously pain i} strongth, clearness of
sim and resolution,

«The day will como!s.

Tho idea of Llio internation.a brotherhood of the
prolctarians of all countries aZworts itsolf victoriously
in the gigantic Istruggle o1 syorld revolution. The
world revolution |is the csseyco and the goal of
the Third Internatiosal. Tbos Second Intornational
had for fts ambition 0 amieve a world mani-
festion of the fighting prolotarictis. The victory of the.
world revolution has to bo thd title of honour of the
Third Internatiovdl. For this wgtory we have to ann
oursclves on the iist of May. four oyes unswervingly
turned towards out goal, our hefris (ull of glowing scll-
sacrifice, our will istrong and d%untless. We lower our
flags in sign of mourning for the hetoic victims aof the
revolution, we flogrish them joﬂmly io tho victorious
hattle, we carry them firmly andt resolulcly ahead io the
Just holy war of the workers. 180 grectings on the oc-
casion of the May| colchrations risounding in all corners
of the world can pnly be: «}lniljto the world revolutjon!
Hall to the Thind|Socialist Interpational !

Clara Zetkin.
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Lakour and the Leagua of Nations,

The League oft Nations Conmnission on International
Labour, appointel by the councll of Ten in Parig, bas
devised o «(harter of Inteynational Labour Legislations,
which I8 is proposcd to \rsier} in the P'eace Treaty. The
Charter bears s striking irsemblance to that wdopted
by the Government Social&ty at Bern. Wo should not
be gurprised by that fact; 4t lis not a chance coincidence,
The approved policy of lSIl(iovernment Soclalists, and
of the weaker reformist Eilerals, is always to find ont
what the Government mehinp 1o give and then to:ask
for it. The Pcace Conferegie Charter contains many
of the out-ol-datc resolurinns of the oldest of ancient
conferences on Labour. Bigst; of the things it offers have
cither been obtained herﬁ hiready or are about to be
obfainad ; the most Zotable .rxycoption being «a reasohable
standard of lifes for the workbrs, and, of course, opinions
differ acutely ss to what i# reasonable! The provisions
include:

Children not to be gainfu)ly employed under 34 years
of ago.

Persons between 14 anil 18 not to do work harmfid
to their physical developm¢nt, and to continue their
education.

Every worker to have a'wage adequato to malntain

reasonable standard of lilo having regard to the civi-
lisation of kis time and country.

Equal pay for equal work. A weekly day of rest.

Forty-eight-hour weecky subject to an exception for
countries where climatic coyditivns, industrial development,
or other circumstances repder the Industrial eficiency o
the workers substantinlly Jdifferent.

(That, we suppose, meprls that Africans, Indians and
others whoso power of orotest is bat fcel-ly developed,
‘will have 10 work lungcr hours).

Forelgn workerr %0 havo the same ircatment as

mationals.

State fnspection of {sdtonies and workshops.

A poor programme,
tions has lo ofier the woikrrs, to prevent them turning
10 Bolshevik' Socialism, :which will make the workers
the rulers of the world d¢nd its destiny. Wilson Harris,
in The Daily News on Narch 21st quoted some person-
age at the I'race {‘onfcrvnce.

«Now’ Bolslwvlsm. waslever may be sald sbout it
is a tremendous idealistic force—unquestionably the
greatest idealistic force, in my opinion, since the birth
of Christ. You may vilify 8. You may spread reports of
it s excesses. You may advocate military measures against
it. But there it remaloN—a tremcndous idealistic force.
There is only one way’to fight an ideal., That is by
opposing another Ideal ¢ §i. And thero is only one prac-
tical ideal in the world \0-day that can oppose Bolshe-
vism—tho League of Nanonss,

put all that the League of Na--

And then the prophet camme tumbling down (rom the
heights and forgot all about idealism, saying: «The first
weapon of the Leaguc must be food.j You must havo
some forcc—police or wilitary--t0 gtard your lines of
transport, hut o loaf in your leN hand is going to by
oore important than a sword in your right.

On Murch 318t this samo [I'aris correspondent states
that an investizator, cmployed by the Britizh Govern-
ment to make inquiries in Germany, has just returned
and has reported that there will be a changr of Govern-
ment in Germany, but that a mere chanxe of Govern¥
ment will not satisfy the country.

«The masses of the peoplo would demand some con-
trol 6ver administration. and this, it is submitted, 'could
bo obtained by the constitution of a national furm ol
workmen's and soldicr's council as tho first Chamber...
1t Is drgued that xuch a compromise between the Soviet
and Parliamentary system is necessary to conciliate the,
masscss,

There is another admission. Firsily, wo arv told that
Bolsherism is the strongest idealistic force since Christ,
and, secondly, It is admitted that the parliamentary
system does not give the masses ol tho people vontrol
over the government, but that the Sovict system does.
The League of Natlons is put forward as the one force
that can stave off Dolshevism! And this is the Charter
which the League of Nations offers to the workers as an
alternative to Socinlism!

The - machinery of the Internationsl Labour Office
which the Council of Ten (emoveds, they say, «by scn-
timents of Juanw and humanitys), are aboul to set up
I+ as unsatisfactory us the Charter. It consists of a ticn-
cral Uonference of four represenfatives from each of
the countrics representcd; 1wo ol these four are to bhe
representatives of the Government, one of employers of
labour, and ono of the workers. Lahour is thus placed
in a safe minority of one to threc' Kach delegato may
be accompanicd by two advisers, and where women's
questions -are concerned <onc at least of the advisers
should bo a womens. This Is to please the middle-class
suffrage socictics. Some of them wili no donbt feel highly
flattered by the idea that the governments have conf
sented to allow the women to appear occasionaily, in the
proportion of one to eicven, and that sex Larriers in the
general League of Nations' machinery are verbally
removed. The workers' and émployers’ delegates arc to
be seclected in agreement with the most represcntativy
body of employers ang work peoplc, aud the Confercoce
by .a two-thirds majority of the votes cast, may refuse
1o admit any delegsle not so appointed—Dolshevik views
can thus easily bo excluded by a vote of the Govern-
ment and employers’ ropresentatives!

The governing body of the International I.abour
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Ofiice is to consist of 24 members: 12 represcptiog the
Governments, 6 representing the cmployers™ delegates to
the Conference, 6 representing the workers' dclegates.
‘Thus Labour is placcd in w minority of one to four!

The International Labour Offico will collect and
djstribute information concerning internutional labour,
and wijll publish a periodical in knglish and French,

If any country fails to fall in with the ngrecments
made voncerniog l.abour, a commission of inquiry shall
be chosen by 1the General Scerctary of tho League of
Nations, from u pancl consisting of three represcatatives
of the Governmnents, three representatives of tho em-
ployers, and three workers' representatives. Any of these’
represontatives, enot decrued to be fully qualifieds, may
he rejected by a two-thirds voto of the govcrning body-
Thus, agsin, the Government and employers’ represen-
atives may together veto any of the workers’ represen-
tatives 10 whom they may object. The offending State
may appeal from the Commission of Inquiry ‘to the
«Permanent Court of International Justices, to be c:latcd
hy the League of Nations, the findings of which will be
final! The offending Stato may have passed npon. #t
«an cconomic sentences. We suppose this means that it
may bhe blockaded and boycotted, and that jts pcople
may be starved. The Timee states that «the Dritich
dominions and India will have tho samo rights and obli-

rations as if they were sgparatg high contracting par-.

tie3, and this will apply to any colony of any signatory
which tho Exccutive C(ouncil of the League of Nations
admits 1o be fully sclf-governings. But how can this he?
India js mot efully sclf-governings.” Sho has not even
a semblance of self-government; the mass of the Indian
people are alisolutely without political rights. We wonder
whom the Dritlsh Government will choose to represent
Indian labour; indced wo can hardly believe that they.
will allow the masscs ‘of tho workers -and peasants (o
hoose their own represcntatives freely though they might
salcly do so, esince Labour jin all countries' is 1o be
placed in a hogeless minority.

Labour in all countrics should refuse 10 Lave any-
thing 10 do with this scheme. It places Labour in on
insulting minority. It bLrings Labour into the foterna-
tional machinery set up by tho capitalist Governments
to fight Socialism. It Is the coping to the national ma-
chinery Ly which the Governments are secking to divert
Jabour from the direct indcpendent action, in which it
is daliy growing more powerful and successfnl. In dircey
hction the wire-pullors and negotiators take sccond place,
and the ronk and filo are the rulers. Dy dircct action
the Russian working-classes, the industrial workers, the
peasants, tho ‘soldicrs and mirlm cstablizhed a govern-
wment and  abolished landlo ) and capitalism. By
dirolt action the miners won the minimum wage and
the eight-hour day; by the threat of direct action they
bhave won the promise of a soven-hour day; by direct
action the Glasgow womon won the Rent Act.

In the political field Labour's gains are inflinitesimal;

- employers’ and kovernments’
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any concersions made to Lalur during the war, and
for ycars beforé that, were wiade fn fear of strikes
outside. The pleadings of Latbur men in l‘arlhmcnl’
fell cn deaf carsi

In the commitce room any,at the conference tablo
Iabour, always carelully placsi: in & minority there, Is
denied that which it is entitlcagyy demand; and what s
more, its spokesmen ure 100 ong, :bamboozled Into uccept-
ing the denial with thanks, ws:ean Installment of jus-
tices, urgiog Whe rank and 3¢ to accept It, in order
to avoid conlict.

In the Intermational Lahowr machinery Labour will
slwayd bp kept in & minority iof one to three, or even
one to four, and the Councll wf Ten, by giving to the
q'presentatives the power
to reject any of the Labour noginces of whom they may
disapprove, will sccure that yAen this representation
ehall consixt of thorouzhly tame and subservient people.
Fvidently there. will bo secxrts to be learnt at the
International Japour Committer with which capitalisim
can’ only trust gelected indivicuals who are warranted
not to tell. Morcover, Labour “wst be held in complete
subjcction on this body, becaus: this is the international
body which is to act as a¥irag on all the Whitley
Councils set up In tho varioid trades; a drag on the
Natlonal Industrial (ounciis & the varlous countries
Yhis Intcrnational Council will bve like the Loeal Cov.
ernment Board, 'which surchardes Poor Law Guardians
who relieve too generously, anaieither refuses to approve
or continually deiays the varidus housing xchemcs and
schemes for minicipal tradird put forward by local
bodies. Evepn on the Whitley Caimncils labour will be in
a minoority, for tioc Chairman, spointed by the Govern-
mcat, can always cast his v<e¢ on tho other side.
Morcover, when it comes to leg Slation, the Governuents
will only adopt the rccommen*ations of these various
councils as, and when, It chases. In the case of the
coal inquiry onn report was sixncd by three employers
representatives, dno by iwo ceiployers’ representatives
and the Chairman, one Ly six tworkers' representatives.
The majority renort wus thei:fore the report of the
workors' represeuiatives; but th Government has chosen
to act ok the regort submitied by the Chairman chosen
by ltself. So, téo, with the Vpternational Industrial
Council. If uny c¢mbination of dircumstances should pro-
duce & majority recommendation objectionable 1o intor-
pational capitalism wo lelicy®> the League of Nations
would stcp in and arrapge ratlers to euit itscll. Bt
such & contigency can scarccly urise since the workers
are placed in 80 small & minordy.

If thé workers were to bo dilerted from teir. struggle
to better their iddustrial cond”lons by the hopo that
this_ network of ' councils wouRl do 'it for them' iheir
emancipation would indeed be ivdeinitely postpored. But
this will not happicn. The toiliniA masses are just waking
1o tho' need for rauk and file cintrol of the. indastrial
machine; they.huve just dﬂlsod\u\d are ‘perfecting the
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organisation of that control; thoy are just begioning to
sce, that by travelling resolutely onward in that direction,
they can tako into their own hands tho entire ma-
chincry of production and can govern socicty fiself. It is
impossible that they should dcave bebind that broad,
inspiring prospoct and reve;t 1o a still greater dependence
upon official lcaders. Above all, it is impossible that the
workers should revert to drependence upon leaders who.
falling to seo thp vision ,of frank and fil¢ cooperation
and the triumph of the wogkets. have cntered into part-
nership with the capitalists by accepting scats upon the
Joint Industrial Councils. IWhen Arthur Ienderson joined
tbe Coalition (overnment l;e gave his support to Con-
scription, the Duefeace of the? Realm Act, and the Munitions
Act, all of which were usel 1o coorce the workers. lo
surrendered his frcedown of judependent protest; he ac-
copted responsibility for thes majority dcecision of the
Cabinot; his lips wore sealed. lle has sinco declared
that there wero doings by the Coalition Government
which in hit view, wero detrimental to the intorests of
the workers whose represcentative he was, and to socioty
as & whole. o has said thug ho could embarrass the
tGiovernment by disclosing thes® matters. But he reveals
them to no onc, berause, l.:\v.'mz joined the tiovernment,
ho holds bimself bound to keed its secrets. Wo strongly
disagreo with this viow; we think it is Honderson's duty
to make these matters public; wo think he should have
dooc 20 as snoo as they camc to bis notice. At tho samo
time we know that every grtifico will o used to induce
the members of the various socalled Labour Councils to
consider themsclves bound 10 help in  enforcing  the
decisions of the Councils. Only thoso Lubour represcntatives
who are preparcd to accept the Ienderson standerd of
bonour will be acceptable to the Governments and the
emplosors as members of these Councils.

The Powors that be are complacently preparing this
notwork of Councils, which will take many months to
arrivo at even the sitnplest decisions, and which on big
controversial matters cannot docido at all. I'erhaps It is
hoped that the workers will tako ycars to discover that
the Councils are incffective.

llenderson and Huysmans, so often publicly spubbed
by the Allied Governments, vyt still playiog tho part of
eagor messenger hoss to them, aro busy in all theso
intrigues. The Daily Herald rveports that llenderson,
Ramsay Macdonald. Stuart Buoning, Renaudel, Longnet
aod Huysmans are conferring in DParis on the Born
resolutions and the organisation:of the Internationul Labour
News Agency; llenderson is alsn conforring with the
British peaco delegation, including Lord Robery Cecil, in
regard 10 theso matiers. Ob, this wire-pulling aud
conferring with the guardians of cppitalism ! Organiscd on
this basis it was no wonder {hat tho Bern Confercoce
. condemned the Bolshevik Revolotion. The International
Lahour News Agency will be oqually saic, cqually usofuj
from the capltalist point of viow. Mr. Hendorson will he
able sincerely to dssure Lord Robert that its cffort will
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e to act as an antidote to Dolshovism. We have the
capitalist press, the Ministry of Propaganda, snd now
we are to have the news hulleting of the Joint Councils
of employers and trade unlon officials, sod the Intcrna-
tional Labour News Agency!

Aud hero is The Herald tclling us a wmost curious
story on the luropean situation :

«President Wilson and his fricnds and Lloyd Gieorge
anl his fricnds are doing what they can . . .

. .. Lord Robert Cccil and Colonel House are whole-
hearted supporters of the Leaguo .. . Mr. Llayd Goerge
and the Amorican delegates havo vainly tried to speed
up tho work of tho Conferenco... Mr. Lloyd lieorgo has
again and again declarcd that tho settlement must be
ono that leaves no bitlerness and that we must not croate
other Alsaces and lorraines by robbing Germany of
sither part of the territory on the Rhine or in West
I'russias.

All the delav, all the mercenary grabbing, all the
cruel starvation of dcfenceless peoples by the blockade,
the intervention in Russia, are all these suppostd “to he
duo to France and Italy? It is absurd to suggest it.
Amcrica and Dritain are more powerful, more ablo to
impose their will, than France and Italy. Morrover, every
day brings further news showing thit Britain and America
are playing an active part in all that is going forward.

Our Goveroment s blockading the starving peoples
of Europe. We aro sonding war equipment to those who
are fichting the Ilolsheviki, boside taking a hand in tho
fighting ourselves. Wo are sliding gradually foto &
great international war. The New Army Annual BRill
authoriscs a military force of 2,650,000 men, exclusive
of those serving in India. It extends tho penalties to
thoso who encourare or assist desorters, 1o those who do
tho samo for abscitces. It provides ponaltics up to two
years' imprisonment for those who sprcad reporis preju-
di¢ial to rocruiting. The Navy is appecaling for voluntecra
for Russia, 1o sign on for nine months, boatswains and
motormen are to get 13 108, & month. A, B's and
firemen 12 pound a month, freo kit or an allowance, and
in addition, eriver transport allowance» of 2.2s. a
week, to start on April 12th. Tho American Government
is asking for 50,000 voluntoers for threo years' scrvice
in Kuropo—for Italy, France, or Russia. The L'rench
Forcign Ministor on March 26th gavo the following
figures of troops in Russia:

Archangel—13,000 Dritish, 4,820 Americans, 2,349
French, 1,340 Italiane, 1,280 Scrbiavs and 11,770 Rus-
sians.

Siberia— Czecho-Slovaks 55,000, Poles 12,000, Ser-
bians 4,000, Italians 2,000, British 1.600, French 76q,
Japanese 28,000, Americans 7,500, Canadians 4,000,
making s total of 118,000 men, to which I'ichon  say»
must bo ndded 92,000 Russian forces.

East Russia—Freuch 140,000, Rumanians 19,0000,
Dritish 140,000, lalians 40,000, Serbians 140,000,
Greeks 200,000,
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It is by no mcans certain that these aro all the
Allicd troops in Russia. Regarding tho military situation
the Allics scem to be loosing ground in the North and
South, whilst Koltchak is said to bo gaining in tho Urals,

1t is uscless to shut our eyes 10 tho fact that strons
forces aro driviug the Allicd countries further and further
into the war agaiost Socialism. It is not only The Morn-
ing Doat which declares: «Dlolshevism must be foughts
and ein Russia . The Daily Chronicle also says: «The
Associated Fowers . . 4 are at war with Russian Bolshe-
vism and- we scc no casy prospect of their making peace
with fts, ,

Now tho IHungarian Bolshevism has joined Russia,
it is important % notice that the (icneral Assembly of
Berlin Workerg' and Soldiers’ Councils, by 1,470 votes
10 20, scot a telegram of congratulation to Soviet Iun-

#ary, pledzing itsell not 1o resa euntil tho flaal victory
of Soclalism s assureds. But a-ihort timo ago the Rer-
lin Workers' and Soldiers’ Cou«il dcclared for Parlia-
mentary Government with @ (walition, and against the
Soviet form of (iovernmeny with immediate Socialisw ;
tho chango is significant and wilg shortly result in action,
Liven official Gearmany is growing more indcpendent in
its attitudo towarda Allicd derdands, and sociog it the
Allics grow less jruculeat. Whisst the workers of Cen-
tral and Easterp Furope wurn zuwards the Soviets, tho
Allies preparoe to fight Iiungary s% well as Russia. Reuter
reports that Foch! has consulted ith the Council of Four
rezarding the military aspect. Leg’opulaire, March 26th,
announces that {wo Diitish mgnitors have arrived in
Budapest.
B. $ylvia Pankhurst.

WORLD REVOLUTICKN

(Chapters from a New Book).

World Revolution is fiievitable, becauso Imperialism
of all nations tho Imperialism of all the world, is cqually
horiible for the mrglctariat.

The Intcrnational proletariat must, therefore, combine,
in order to destroy World Imperialism.

But Tmperialism cannot be destroyed % ithout destroying
Capitalism.

That is why social revolution, a revolution dirccted
toyards the destruction of Imperialism and the organi-
zation of socialism, has hecome at present incvitable.

1L

Thero is no way out of imperialism for capitalism.
Aud for this reason there is no sdlvation for the prule-
tariat in imperialism.

Imperialist capitalism has broken up all tho nations
of the carth into two groups, the aim of which is world
ronquest,

Threo powerful nations, Germany, lkngland and the
Upited States, aro the leaders .in the struggle of thoso
tno groups.

But in the prescot cpoch a peaceful solution of this
conflict is alsolutely unthiokable. All thrce powerful
nations, together with al] the peoples conuected with
them, are striving towards world domination,~the dom-
inativn of one of the nations or groups of nations,

_And there cxists no means of dociding this dispute
cxeept by War.

It is true that tho hourgcoisie and together with It
reformists, soclal-patriote, and would-be Marxists are

secking other solutions, but thescisolutions are visionary,
and serve only to nystify and tossubjugate the prolcta-
riat of the whole world.

Neither a compulsory court of arbitration, nor a
«League of Natjonss ; neither disiymament, nor the rizht
of nations for sclf-dctermination, mor edcwocracys, mor
any of tho other mocans that ar¢ served up to us can
withdraw capitalism from the threewnternal contradictions
with which it has becomeo involves, it caunot free it from
an cnormous accuinulation of sucplus value, and from
the eonsequences of this accumulmion, — it cannot avoid
tho tondency to expansiou, it camuit avoid the conqucsts
which it must maka in war or the:solf destruction which
results dircctly from it.

Capitalism is involved in the igsoluble contradictions
of having to accumtlate surplus vilues and at the samo
timo to destroy themn. The prolejariat no longer can
tolcrato this. It ntust rise in wsvolt in order to (ree
ftsell from the horrors of slavery ynd wholesale munder.

Dut they can cifape Iniperiallsm only by destroying
cupitaliso.

In this manner, their revolt, heir strugelo is cop-
verted into aff Ynevitable revolutios against world capl-
talism, into social irevolution of tho proletariat of the
whole world, into world revolution

And this revolutibn is pussible o® ing to the following
causcs:

Capitalism has -matured for socidlism. ‘

Tho war cieated tho foundation}of socfalism. Capi-
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talism is itself compelled t»v pass over to socialism, of
course t0 «State Socialisms.

Thus, the proletariat actr in the direction of the gen-
era) development of humanity.

Mcanwhile both the mat-rinl and moral conscquences
of war are so horribls for tho proletariat that it is
inevitably impelled towarda revolution.

Tho destruction of human and other productive forces,
sorrow, hatred, hunger, ceascles sanguinary warfare,—
)l impel the proletariat towards Pevolution, — either
during & war or upon fis termination.

The organized international proletariat s strong
enough to realize revolutioy.

According to our opinion, the following programme
must to accopled by the international proletariaf:

Transfcrence of the stutr power into the hands of
the prolctariat.

Transference of the legislalure 0 the proletariat.

\ guaranteed minimum ‘stdndard of existence 10 the
workers.

Translcrence to tbe proleiariat of thd managoment
of all prodrction, trade any transport.

Transference to the proietariat of the distribution of
prodacts.

Compulsory labour for all.

The repudiation bf Statg debts,

ConGscation of war profts.

Taxes to be impozed only on'capital and incomes
ey imposed on capital should be progressive 0 as
to lcad to its conflscation.

Kxpropriation of the b'is.

Expropriation of large industrial onuertakinge.

Socialisation of the land;

Transference of judicial functions to the pruletariat.

Abolition of all custom< and tariffe.

Destruction of militarism. Arming of the proletariat.

On the basis of this pregrammo the international
proletariat can bring over °‘to its sido and unite all the
workers, all the enslaved working classes,

With this programme it! will conquer.

.

The world proletariat hhs sircady an oxample of
fevolution placed before it; itho Russian revolation Is o
radiant symhol for the pmlerariat of the whole world.

It has shown that therh ixist but iwo means to con-
quer: unity of the proletariat| national and international,
and uaity in, revolution.

If there Is no unanimity | with the proletariat of one
country, it remains the slaje of the mational hourgeolsic,

X

If there is no unanimity with the international proleta-
riat, it becomes the slave of the international bourgeoisie.

If the proletariut docs not strugule for s decisive
revolution, for the complete overthrow of capitalism, anid
does not conduct this strugele to n decisive victory, it
will not bring salvation to the proletariat and to other
coslaved classes, and will not carry with It all the
workers and all the enslaved classcs.

The Russian revolution has taught us something more
thap this,

It has found the form in which the proletariat caf
conquer, — workers' soviets in cvery village, province
and country,

Workers' soviets in which the whole economic and
political power is concentrated.

Workers' soviets which destroy capitalism and create
socialism, which expropriate ;:npilulism and transfer all
the power and all the wealth'to socialism: workers' so-
viets which form socialism cconomically and politically.

Workers' soviels which represent tho form and sub-
stance of a new socioty, of & new lumonity.

Workers' soviets which at present embrace only the
fighting prolctariat, only the victorious proletariat, but
which at some time will emibrace the whole of humanity.

Soviets of labour, labour, —and only labour, —
sovicts which some time will becomo the highest and
moat sacred corporations of humanity.

‘Therefore, unity of the proletariat within each
country: unity of the international proletariat combina-
tion, organization of the prolctariat in workers’ soviets:
these arc tho threo great principles which the Russfan
revolution- teaches the preletariat of the wholo world.

When West-Furopean, when North, American and
when the World pruletariat will be onc,—when 4t creates
o mew International, an International of world revolu-
tion, when it will be unanimous in revolution, organizes
itself into workers' soviets, and transfers to them the
whole of the economic and political power, — thea the
Intornational prolotariat will conduct world revolution to
victory.

Already we aco In the pot far distant future, & new
Intoraational which unites the workers' soviets of all
countries. .

Already wo sec, quite close to us, a centrnl workers'
soviot of the whole world. _

Jready we sco In front of us international soviets,
tho forvrunnors of a mow, freo communist humanity.

Herman Horter
(Dutch Communist).
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(sLe Feus, by Henri Barbusge)

In this astonisbingly slinple and mercilessly truthful
bouk it I3 told how_people, belunging to different nations,
but equally scusible, cxterminato each other, destryy tho
century okl fruits of their untiring and spleadid efforts,
turning cnlh}:drnls, palaces, houses into hcaps of dirt,
razing cities, viliaxes, vincyards to the ground, ruined
hundreds of thousands of acres of land, beautifully
cultivated by their forefathers, and now for a long
time encumberod with Jumps of iron and poisonous with
the ‘rotting licsh of innocently slain men.

In tho midst of this senseless work of self-destruction
and anoibilation of civilization, theso men are capable
of roasoning oh everything that irritates their skin and
nerves, trouble their hearis and minds—thoy pray to God,
pray siocercly, and as ono of the herors of the .book
describes, pray esidiotically uniformlys, after which thoy
sgaln begin Ihol{ savage work of suicide just ns eidioti.
cally uniformly.s On puge 239—240 the reader will find
this picture of tho divine worship of thy French and
the Germans, oach' cqually sincercly convinced, that in
this bloody and vile Lusincas of war «God is with uss.

And it is they agaln who say «God spurins uss». And

thoy, tho heroes, the martyrs, the fraternicides, question
each other:

«But still, how dare he, this God, let all people
cqually thiok that be is with thom and pot with
the otherss.

Jhey reason touchingly, like children, these men who
spill each othicrs’ blood. They say:

«If God, the wmerciful and good. existed, it could
not ho 20 colds.

Nut thus clearly reasoning, these greut suflcrors aguin
g0 to kill earh other.

Why? What for?\ Thoy know that too,—they say of
themscives :

«0b, wo are not all of us Lad but a0 wrotched and
miserable. And then we aro stupld, much too stupids.

And vnderstanding this, they cohtinue tho shameful,
criminal work of destruction.

Corpdral Hertrand knows more than tho rest, be speaks
* with ke wdico of tho sago:

«Tho Future'—he cried suddenly with the voice
of & prophet. With what cyes will thoso look on
us who aro to live after us and whose souls at
last will Lo balanced by tho progress which s as
inevitable as destiny. With what eyes will they
look on this slaughtcr, and on our doeds of which
we ourselves who do -them, know not whether to
compare to tho dceds of Plutarch’s or Corncille’s

heroes, or those of thp ‘:ris opaches. And yet,
look. There is one fnwr i figure, looming lang
above the war, shining' e*taally with beauty and
manhood.

— Leaning on mv stich. bending down to him
1 listened and drunk in 11°se words, sounding in
ibo silent night from lips p;arly always mute. Wjth
his clear voice he cried:

~— Liebkoecht!

— e stood up, witlfarms sifll folded. Iiis
handsome face bearing thdsrarnestness of a statue,
was bowed on bhis breastx Bat he soon lifted his
head again and spoke:

— Tho future! Tho Ature! The work of the
Future is to smoothe out wis I'resens, wipe it frum
tho memory of men, as a thir<- shameful and disgusting.
And yot, Uiis present s IncZsponsablo, indispensable.

— Shamo to warlike®glory, shame to armics,
shamo 10 the trade of Sidiers, that turns mcn
into braloless victims, int-s vile butchers!

— Yes! shame! Tbhis Is'ivue,—but it is over true:
truth for etornity, but not ¥ut for us. It will be truth,
when it will bo built betw xt other trutks, that we
can attain only later, wh-n our spirit is cleanscd
We are very far from this-:vct. Now, o the present
moment, this truth is near? an error; and this holy
word a profanation.

«lo laughed a curloussy ringing laugh and then
continued, thoughtful:

— 1 once sald to them, that 1 believe in pro-
phecieg,only to get up the ' courago and make them
go forwards.

But spcaking thus this mauly man, respected by all
the men of kis balf-cowmpany, icads thom to senscless
slaughter and dies on a muddw ficld littored with rotting
corpses.

In all this, brightly, mockin?ly a deadly contradiction
burns that Jowers man 0 9 levol of a blind teol,
some louthsome muchine, maw: Ly an evil and dark
power 0 servo & hellish purpuzo.

Near and dear to tho soul Ire theso luckless heroes,
but, In truth, thoy seem as @pers, carrying in them-
solves the ever irreconcilablo c:htrdiction- of reason snd
will. It scoms as _if their rison wero atrong cnough
%o put & stop to this loathswno war, end the world-
enwrapping crime, but — they Kavo no will, and under-
standing tho wholo bnsencss # killing, denying it In
their souls, — they still go to §ill, destroy, and die in
blood and Slth.
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alsattles are made by our hands, they say. Wo
serve as material for war! It consists onls of the
flesh and soul of simple soldiers. It is we who hoap
the plains with corps;x and fill tho rivers with bleod,
we, although each of jud is invisible and voicoless,
for our number is all tho great. Descrt towns, ruined
willages and hamlets all this is we, and ouly we!

— Yos, this is voo. Tho war is the Qooplv.
and without them tiero would bo nothing, except
perhaps abuse from sfar. But the war is decidod
not by them, bot bvithoss who rule them.

-— The nations Gicht now to get rid of these
rulors. This war i nothing else but the conti-
nuation of the Frouc Revolution.

— In that case, pve are working for the Prus-
sians as well.

— Let us hope | 50, —acquiosced one of tite
suflerers.

~ The peoples afa'nothing, Lut they ought to
be cverything,—said & man looking at me question-
ingly; ho repeated tho century-old historic phrase,
uoknown to him, but*to which he pave, at last, its
great universal meanivz.

— And this misscable man, crooching on all
fours in the mud, liRdl his face, the face of a leper,
and thirstily lookod brward, into infinitys.

\What will he see thore? We believe, that he will sce
his descendants, frre, reascnable and strong of will.

This terrible and jors(d hook wus written Ly Henri
Barbosse, o man who himsel{ exporionced all the horrors
and sensolesspess of war.

This is not tho show-boik of tho gonius Tolstol, who
contcmplates war jn the Jictant past; this is not tho
plaintive tade of Bertha Sultner, «Down With Wars, &
work witton with good jotentions, hut incapablo of
mvlnclnﬁ' or disconvincing anybody of anything,

This is a book, simple s the gospel, fall of prophetic
wrath, this is tho first buok that speaks of the war
simply, sternly, quietly, with the cssentinl force of truth.
There are no pictures hem 10 bring romance into war,
%0 burnish its Qlthly Hoowd borror in all the colours of
the rainbow.
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Barbussa describes the week-davs of war, he showed
war as work, as the heavy and dirty work of mutual
extermination of men, fnnocent of all save stuplidity. In
his book thero are no poetically and heroically’ colonred
fmages of actions, no descriptions of manly deeds of in-
dividual soldicrs—DBarbusse’'s book fs saturated with the
r'ern poetry of truth, it shows the heroism of a nation,
tho heroism of hundreds of thousands, of millions of men,
doomed to death sud annibilation by the great encmy of
the people—Capital,

This Devil, perfectly real, untiringly active emong
us, is the principal hero of Barbusse's book. Blinding
thousands of simpletons by the false Justro of idcas and
teachiogs, futile, to will, poisoning them with the poison
ol greed, envy, sclishness. le drove millions of mcn to
the fruitful ficlds of France, and there, for tho last four
vears they destroy all the fruits of nearly two centurirs
of arduous toil, once mora proving to their own solves,
that the direst cnemy of man is his owa lack of will
and reason,

Barbusso has looked deeper than any before him,
into the essence of war und showed men the abyss of
their error with the voice of the preacher of a new gospel.

Each page of his book is a blow decalt with the iron
hammer of truth to all the mass of lics, hypocrisy, cruolty,
fAlth and blood, that in gencral is called war. His gloomy
book Is awful through its merciless truthfulness, but in
thoe gloom ho pictures the will-o'-the-wisp of & new
koowledge — and this will-o’-the-wisp, wo belleve, will

-soon flaro up Into a world-enveloping’ lame, cleans-

ing tho carth of tho dirt, blood, falschood and hypocrisy
brought Into the wurld by the demon Cupital. The men
of Barbusse already begin to deny the power of God
over man, and this is & truo sign that they soon shall
feol, with shamo and wrath, how criminal and loathsome
is the power of man over his fellows,

We live in tragic days, life Is unbearably hard for
us, but we live on the eve of the resurrection to free
croation and Tabour of all the good forces fn man. This
is truth, and this most console us, strengthan us, give us
courage.

Masim Oeorki.
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On the heels of the offer of 5s. awcek added to
their wages, Mr. Lloyd George throws at the miners a

Commission under Judge Sankoy. Wiliiam Bracoe asked for
the Cominission's report on hours and wages on March 12th,

throe dajs Lefore tho miner’s notice to strike wus up,

lut was satistied with a report on March 20th, five days
after the notico to strike terminates. Mr. Brace, along
with Tom Richards, went to South Wales and urged
the miners to vote against a strike. It may be forgotion
that Mr. Brace was for a time Under Secretary at the
Home Dflice, a position ho occupled at a timo when tho
South Wales miners found it moro than ever necessary to
bo on their guard against the army of agent provocatcurs
ermployed by tho Government in the intorests of the mine
nwgen. One ran readily realiso that Brace's pressure
for' a roport on March 12th was a sham, and that he
was only too anxlous to defer the strike till after March
20th In the hope that {t would not come off.
Government agents havo also got at some of the
uther mincr's leaders and convinced them that Dolshe-
visty are responsiblo for the attitude of the miners, and
that thelr objoct is revolution and not merely a slight
improvement in the miner's lot. These loaders will do
anything to. sinve off a fight. This compromising Com-
mission offers them a means of salvation. These men
wero the most active in inducing the miners to fght for
Dritish azainst German ecapitalism in the Jate war, and
they aro just, as Intcnt on soring the British working
class pay a perpetaal indemnity to the Dritish capltdYist
class in the form of the intcrest on the National Debt
of cight thousand million pounds —an fndcmuity placed
on the workers becauso Lloyd Goorge won tho war.
. The miner's loaders will fail fot fear of Rovolution.
It is thus all tho more necessary! that tho unofficial
movement prepare itscll to carry on the fight indepen-
dently —for the fight must go on. .\s long as Briiish
capitalism activoly trics to crush the triumphant workera
of Russia and the Spartacists of Germany, it is the duty
of the fighting workers horo to keep British capitalism busy.
Readers should stamp it in to their minds that this
proparation for the class war is mot the exclusive busi
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ness of the miners. The miners *are but the vanguard
of the workers, and they rightly eapect that if they accept
the dangcrous front-rank positior other workers will de-
terminediy back them up.

Therefore, all readers of T/$# Call should forco the
place Igside their respective w.@hshops and unions and
sco that their fcllows demand o thirty-hour week maxi-
mum, with a wago having a hixhor purchasing power
than their wages bad in 1914.

I tha present pressure on 2ho capitalists Is 1o be
effective it must not bo the prefsuro of & million miners
but of at leass ten million worlars; in other words, it
must be a full working class pessure. To achieve this
it Is not necessary to havo hd machinery of industrial
upionism; all that is requircd is the class spirit and

\ioity of demand.

Undoubtedly, the majority of the lcaders will help
the capitalists. That will be all 1o the good for tho soonor
they aro discrodited the better for the continuance of
the fight. Win or loze, \the workers must return to the
assault again and again, and "every thno with a stiffor
demond. Wo must not bo afralil of the ery that the
country will bo insolvons, sinco approximately all inter-
est to meet tho National Dobt is taken from the workers
to put Into the pockets of the capitalist parasites. The
national insolvency of which the: capitalist Press speaks
will occur when the workers reioso to work long hours
for low wages to feed the pl.udering capitalists- and
their hangers-on. Equally we nyist spurn the suggestion
that our fight will holp America =n the race for markets.
Wo huver scen the samoe race, between Gormany and
Dritaia lead ob to the world's Lioodicst war,‘and we can
confidently oxpect tho race alrerfiy started to lead on to
confllict with America in shout fve ynars. Wo should be
inspired by tho world-market Ionopoly bogoy to fight
all the moro unitcdly, and florcely, in the sure and certain
hope that the American workers and ourselves will par-
alyse the. cupitalism of both countries, take power, and
with our comrades everywher: rvun the world for the
‘world's workers.

John Maclean.
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The Ecsromic Prarrevime of tho Commonists,

Socialism is no longer merely a watchword for
which tho working class had, and, in countrics with a
bourgcols order, still hastto struggle, in whose name the
prolctariat constructed it¢ orvanizations, illumining their
daily tasks with its light; Socialism now is a practically

realizable tou?l system

Once the dictatorship of tho proletariat is proclaimed,
as it is jn Russia aud Hungary, and apparcntly
will be in the near futuee I other countrics, the trans-
formation on new printipics of the entire social, eco-
nomic ordor becomes unsvollable. All who have dealt
in thoories ¢[ scicntifio scvialism bave written on this *).
The scxpropriation of the rxpropriutors, the reorganiza-
tion of productivn, exclange distribution aud of the
whole intricate system ol ~conomic administration on
new soclalistic lines, all th is the logical conscquenco
of & Soclal revolution.

This wo have scen wherever authority has passed
into the hands of the wotkers.

In Russia, lungary land those parts of Germany
whero the prolctariat has enforced it authority, in all
the ianifestations of tic labour movement in other
countrics, wo scc one cémoon sistem carried out with
rcmarkablo unanimity, proving that what is now going
on is the result not of ausual circumstances, but of a
docp-lying. law of social &:velopment.

Such a situation chipges the very -essence of the
construction of & progtamsme.

In all programmc- sof socialist parties prior to
the soclallstlc revolution yme sco a definito ivision into
maximum- snd minimum-programmes. The maximum-
programmo is soclalism, towards which social devel-
opment is tendiog; it I+ what we must fight for, what
must be attained. Tholininimum programmo is what
is absolutely necessary, 3n tho interest of the struggle
for tho final ohject, to sSchiove within tha bounds of the
bourgeois order. The i#inimum programme had a rcla-
tive value; lts fnportance ‘was determined by the best
conditions of the struggls’ for socialism.

llowever, part of the socialists in bourgeois socicty
(and an excecdingly conkiderable portion in some coun-
tries), exchanged the revolulionary meaning and cssence
of the Socialist programme (remarkably developed al-
ready by the Commuaist Manifesto) for tho pbilistine
bourgeols theory of evolutivnary dovelopment.

. ® Thus for iastance, K. Kautsky, — who, more's the pity,
has forgolten much of the good things he onco wrote, — says:
LIt the proletariat takes phsession of political power, social-

iln will follow of iteell as the result of this". (,A Sketch
of the Problems of Iaternstional Soclalism”, by Keutsky. p. 83).

The rovisionists (especially the Bernsteinisis) advanced
this proposition: «thc aim is nothing; the movemont
is all».  Tho minimum progranuue was giten primary,
exceplional importance. The strugsle for an cight-hour
day, arbitration, universal suffrage and the like becane
the socialists’ epositive policys, while socialism as such
wag put away efor Sundayss and relegated to tho esil-
ver caskets to be taken out only on particularly solemn

occasions; on the stape figured the famous thecory of’

patching and renovating the bourgeols order, of painless
transition to the socialistic order, cte.

This «liberal policys in tho labour movement, pro-
duced by @ whole scrics of objective causes, played, as
wo now know perfectly well, a part pernicious, fatal for
the existence of the entire Sccond International.

A proneness to hé content with small achicvements,
cooperation with the bhourreoisie, parliamentary. cretin-
ism, all this created in the end a definite tendency
o tho activity of the majority of the Second Inter-
national,

The process of decompusition went on inside and
showed up vividly at the moment of capitaliem’s greatest
world crisls, tho imperlalistic war of 1914-17.

Only a comparatively small group of socialists re-
mainod true to the oid flng and did not forget the fund-
amental object of tho strugglo — socialism as such.

When the question: «to he or not to li¢s, was tho
ssue, the upper stratum of tho movemont in the Second
International proved to ho Llind to the problems of the his-
torical moment and to Lo in a slate of such closa co-
hesion, materially and paychologically, with the essence
of the capitalistic order, that it betrayed the interests
of the proletariat of tho world and sided with the bour-
geoisio of all countrics and of cach individual country.

_The maximum programme wai sacrificed, thrown over-

board in favour of the «positives interests of the hour-
seoisie, disguiscd under the denomination of e<nativnal
intercsts.»

Rupture between those who advocated the necessity of
establishing de facto the dictatorship of the proletariat,
and the inevitability, — at tho time of the hourgeoisic's
profound dissolution (and such a time In its essence, was
the war) — of the transition to the now social order,
— and thoso who still clung to the tumbling bourgeois
order and strove to stem tho tido of historical move-
ment, was not to bc avoided. And the rupture took
placo .

It i3 @ charaoteristic fact that those who, at ome
time — like, for instunce, Kautsky, — so wittily with
such tsuc aim, ridiculed Berostein for his revisionistic

i
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enthusiasm, now adopt Lis views Jn their entirety.
For Kautsky and his followers socialisin remained in the
exilver caskets, remains a mere plirase, not a live sys-
~ tem, demanding practical realization.

Tho developmont of social revolution is giving the
Fontest » very definito solution, and to thos+ for whom
the scicntific theory of socidlism is not a dead letter, o
dry, doad, cloudy scheme, but the reflection of something
living and real, a matter of revolutionary practice, this
solution, alrcady sanctioned by centemporary history, Is
perfectly plain.

Socialism, for our time, our epoch, i a practical
thing demanding daily enactment.

But, under these conditions, the disision of the pro-
grammes into maximum and minimum, becomes scnse-
less. DBoth are fused into one harmonious whole.

Practically, the thing was dono, and is dooe, as fol-
lows: from the moment that power passcs Into the hands
of tho proletariat, tho old minimum programme takes
effect, ). e., all the demands concerning the eight-hour day,
Iahour control, the nationalization of Jand, etc., are cur-
ried out.

But, simultaneously with tho transfer ol sutlarity
luto the hands of the proletariat, cnlirely new demands
spring uyp, which bad, and could have mo place in the
old minimum programme, adapted as it was to the con-
ditions of a bourgeqis order of things.

The first to rise are questions of administration,
incvitably hased on principles other than in bourgcois
society.  Then como- the questions of the socialisation
of the means of production, the organization of distri-
bution, the organization of Jabour. This s al-
ready A beginning of the introduction of ihe social-
istic order; it is not yet socialitm In the full mcan-
ing of the word, only the frst step, the first foun-
dation laid. In this respect practice, fmmediate activity
quickly begins to outrun tho former theory of social-
lsm, conpleting it apd making it a concrete thing. The
soclalistic order already bas the history snd the stages
of iis development, its ithprovements will advance, to
all intents, at u moro rapid pace than was the case
in anterior cpochs of soclal life.

Under the socialist order the development of the
couniry’s productive forces, rejecting the old capltalistic

forms, necessitates a system of measures promoting the.

greatest possible, most intonsive augmentation of pros
duction, making the best possiblo use of labor, giving
a harmonicus combination of various activitles in the
economic sphore and a centralized administration. '

One of socia)ism's most fundamental tasks is the or-
gonized satisfaction of sociely’'s requirements. This de-
mands a corresgonding organization of production. The
most scarching minds. did not and could not foresce
what would happen %o the country’s economic lifo
at the moment of the {ransition 10 the pew order
of things. The attention o even. such masters as

Marx and Engels and others afer them,—was entirely

-eentred on tho one idea that 1,0 soclalistic order would

call forth an unprecedented flor scence and sudden devel-
opment of productive forces. Jrstead of whicls, thero lics
between the starting point—(11> end of capitalism) and
tho final establishment of eczialism, o most painfu
transition period, doring whica the capitalistic systex
dissolves and falls to piecd and the new ordes
Is Lut shaping itself, inevitabs; involving a temporan
but profound decay of produc.ion’ and disarray of the

" country’s economic life.

This was not taken into aclount by tho teachers o
Socialism, but bad to be encoZotered in the practical
process, and therefore the mos” important starting point
of the mew programme, is, 1irst of all, the ralsing of
production,

Soviet Russia was the irast country that had to
face tho tremendous difficultiesyjn this particular prov-
ince and to surmount them ».ih the uimost straining
of her strength, jn an atmosp',.re of constant struggle,
not with the Russian bourgoc iie alone, but also, and
especially with tho banditti of y:nternational capitalism.

Aud, nevertheless, in spite’of all the prophecies of
cur enemies Soviet Rursia ticceeded, not merely in
steadying, but, to their great rexation, in some respects
improving the economic situati n. In this respect Suviet
Russia's examplo is most instr..ctive.

If wo now torn to the fun; amental braunches of fn-
dustry, the facts that face us irv the [ollowing: in the
course of the year 1918, ans the first half of 1919,
us many as 2,000 of the n.st imporiant enterprises
have been nationalized, in‘1 other words no less
than 90%, of tLe countr$’s «utire indusiry. It should
hero be noted that the tid.>33 of the alleged na-
tionalization of small trade, wlich the bhourgeolx press is
spreading, are without excopti?jv founded on distortions-
of truth.

Tho majority of these cyterprises has been and
Is working, all the time. An javestigation heid at the
end of 1918 has suown that 1, number of workers had
decreased, on an avernge, by 7P/, and 1hat mostly In
tho demobilized enterpriscs, 01| in the average-sized and
small oncs. In a series of largc vstablishments the nurmber
of workers has increascd, Mordf than that. The Supremc
Council of Public Economy is grganizing new éntefprises :
15 largoe ones are in course of construction. 1o 1919 was
completed tho construction ol §« large engine-contruction
plant, In the city of P'odeleh: wiwo™ new electric power
plants are Uleing built, with 8the help of which it is
planncd to supply electricity 1§ the cntire région around
Moscow. In Saratof the constri-tlon of an immense fuc-
tory for agriculiural machinesjia$ Jjust been begun.

Tho greatest difficulty whigh Soviet Russia has had,
o encounter is the shorfago « fucl, that most essential
Lctor of produciiont and: transicort. Iler enemies, in their
cfforts to undermine her strencih, arc aiming their heav-
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fcst blows In this directim  Fuel used to be supplicd
from tho following locafiiics: . The Don Basin gavo
the largest bulk of coal (up to 1,200 million poodls),
The Baku region exported pytroleum (up to 400 mill. poods
out of & general production §f 614 mill. poods). Theso are
tho very recions which, thtoukh the whalo of 1918, have
boen cut off and separated Hrum Soviet Russia; the Don
Basin was, with the support of the French bourgeolsie,
occupied by Gencral Kriasnof, who assiduously kept
hanging the miners. Baka was taken possession of by the
Foogish and fs still in their hands.

Soviet Russia has bdeen living all 1918 and half of
1919 on a few unconsidcrable remnants of old stores, be-
sides 66 mill. poods of potroleum which it sucreded
in evacuating from Raku; in addition towhich 58 mill.
peods o1 peat were procursd, and tho cval region under
Moscow exploited at the rato of 2 to 8 mill. poods
a month, which made about 30 mill. poods coal for
1918 besides preparing as wuch as 2 mill, cublc sagenes
of wood. Ooly extremo éroﬂomy in the wuse of fuel
made [t possible to keep transport and produclion going
at all.

A3 regards fuel, 1919 promises to bo worse than
1918, since Baku is still in ginglish handg, and the Don
Basin, though now almost entirelv in ours, is a
waste, after tho way Genergl Krasnof has run thinus
thoro. The programme of preduction for 1919 includes
about 60 mill. poods peat, 2% mill. poods coal (exclusivo
of the Don Busin) and abou§ 5 to 6 mlill. cubic sagenes
wood. The Donets will yvield tp to 10 mill. poods of coal.

It is easy to see how rard It is to eincreasvs pro-
duction vader such conditidnss .

[Things have undoubtwlly improved, compared to
1918, as reganls procunpz and supplying raw ma-
terials, though here agsin General Koltchak's raid
in ho Fast has proventod ,the timely arrival of so
fmportant an articlo as co'torf. As much as 5 mill. poods
of cotton has been bougltlin Turkestan for 1919. The
first trains have ulready arrivad; 4 mill. poods of Aax have
becn got together in 19598 so. with the balance on
hand thero are about 5% e hill. poods rcady for use.
3 mill. poods of flax can be freely exported for tho
foreign market. About 2 nuil. poods of wool have
Leen collected in the first half of 1919, the full demand
for the factories being 3 milly poods .for the year; so that
the cloth and woollen twctories will be fully supplicd
with raw material.

Considcrable quantitiex ol leather (hides), furs, hemp,
‘etc., bave been collected part of which might be
exported.

The supply of metals id procceding more or less
normally, although here also the scizure of tho Don and
the Ural has had gricvons &onsequonces. Such are the
conditions under which the ingiustries have recieved their
supply of raw material. The icf of theso—such as metal,
flax, wool. locther—constitigo government monopolies.

Prodaction has proccedcd vory unovonly, for very
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various rcasons: shortago of food stuffs, of fucl, trregular
transport of raw material, etc.

Still In certaln respects, ' production {3 undoubtedly”
improving. The industtial statistics . for 1918 shows that
fully 10°%/ of tho enterprises have raiged thelr production,
as compared to 1017,

Great [ndustries play a dominant part, In Soviet
Russia State trusts have heen formed in all priocipal
branches and aro gathering strength: the immense State
trust jn the motallurgical and machine-huildiag lines,
«Giomzas, «Cuntromeds, «Glavrezines, as many as tweunty
so called «domostic industriess have heen united into
one great textile industry.

. . » The utmost centralization of production in the
scnse of unification of the several branches and groups
of branches and of concentration into the hwesat possible
units of production, with regard to the swift solution ot
economical problemss. So says the programme,

All the measures taken, as well as tho more detailed
demands specified in the programme, are dirccted fowards
the recalization of the above indicated esole all-embra-
cing State plans for the development of production.
This programme has in view not industry alone, lus
also rural economy (first and forcmost the organization
of socialistic farms on a largur scalo) and, indeed, even
the wo-called «domestic indusiriess, {«to provido for tho
painless transition from theso backward forms of pro-
duction to tho higher forms of wholesalo mechanization
of industry»).

We know very woll that small trado and small
farming in town, and particularly in the country, will
live and oxist for a long, & very long time. Tho
process of thelr transition to new Brms will be ex-
tremely slow,

Only by experimenting, by spontaneous admission of
the advantages of anification and mothods of wholesale
production, on no account by vioicnt means, as the pro-
gramme speclally omphazizes, is this process possible.

Tho rcalization of ncw  cconomic tasks demands an
onorinous outlay of encrgy,

Tho ereation of a new administrative machinery in
placo of the old hourgenis apparatus presented such diffi-
cultics as the theorcticians of sncialism nover could lmay-
ino or realize.

To begin with, all the forces of the old order, cugi-
neers, techniclans, heads and managers of institutions,
who were bora and reared In a capitalistic spherc and had
absorbed all its ways and habits,—took up aun cxtremely
hostilo attitudo towards the new order of things, opposed
and still opposc opcn and covert resistance. It {s char-
acteristic, that ovon this resistance was broken afler
they had entered the sorvico of the new labnur govern-
ment, they [roquently by thelr rearing proved little
fit for the construction of new forms of lifo and cco-
nomic activity.

Taken In their bulk, with few exceptions, these men,
after the sacial revolution, did not organize, did not con-
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struct or create. as, owing to thee knowledge, expericnce
and the wide possibilitics before them they might have
done. They only did, as becomes hirelings, what they
were told 10 do (and often did it badly, wickedly rejole-
inz at every failure).

They had eto bo made use ofs, no more. Hency the
enmity and distrust which the working masses paturally
feol towards them. This cowmity is of a complex pature:
in the first placr, it i3 based on the fact that the work-
ers sce In the specialists tho dovotod servants of yester-
day's masters aud in the second place they foel the re-
sistances the often covert ssabotages, with which the
speclalists porform any kind of work.

Still, it fs'clear, that In the twentieth ceatury, industry
cannot do without apecialists. Tho process of changing
people’s naturcs and udapting them to given conditions
is & slow and lengthy ono. Until our own speclalists grow
up, who will lovingly build up soctalist husbandry, wa
have to take what is left us by the hourgeols order,
However, the question of organizers is but ooe aspect of
me gencral questions of the proper construction of the
machinery of economic administration. The most impor-
tant, osential problem is—how 10 bring this machinory
into organic cohesion with the proletarian masses, to rid
it of bureaucratism, to place it s6- that the labouring
masses can control its working and take part therein.
Experienco shows that Soviet drganizations frequently
and easily chango into bureaucratic ones, permcated with
the routine spirit of officialdom, with the latter's habitual
cstrangement from, life, wfth ita red tape and narrow
departinent interests. There is but one way out of this:
to lean on tho workurs' irade unions. It should be
observed thag the majority of the lattcr, even before
the fictober revolution. were animated by tho spirit of
commupism. The first All-Russian Congress of Trade
Unions, which took piace i January, 1918, con-
sisted of rommunists 1n overwelming majority, 373; then
camo 21 sncial-revolutionists, 66 menshoviks, 50 <non
party-mens, maximalists, ctc.

Tho first All-Russian Trade U'nion Congress clearly
and definitely declured: that etho centre of gravity of
tho irado unfons’ work at the present moment wust
bo transferred 1o economic organizativn. The trado
unfons, as proletariun class fnatitutions, constructed on
prodaction  principles, must ‘tuke on themsclves the
main work of the organization of production and the
restoration of the country's greatly impaired productive
forcess.

E

(Sec tho minutes of ,the Pirst All-Russian Congress
of Trade Unions, p. 364

Neverthieless thero wero fiind not a few comrades
and workers in economic orgasizations who opposed this
dircction of tho trudo unions’ w:tivity.

At the prosent timo whis wisputs may be considered
seitled both in practice and he theory. Lifo has entirely
confirmed the judgment of thowr who proposed to baso
cconomical adiinistration ou ¢ professional unions.

The Congross of the Comnwnist Party not only defi-
nitely confirmed the above pryposition, but doepened it.
«Tho machinery of organizaticas, it is said in the pro-
gramme, «of socialized indusjcy must rest in the first
place on the trude unmlous. : Thoy must rid them-
selves more and more of guiid narrowness and turn
thomselvos into Jarge indusiial unlons, embracing the
wajority and, by degrues, the holo of thy workers in a
glvea branch of productions.

And furthor: «... Tho trad? uniops must arrive at the
actual coocentralion in theirsown hands of tho entire
administration of the whole snational economy, a8 »
single dconomic units,

By dcting alung these line4 the organs of our eco-
nomic administration wilf lose ll'.oil pernicious burcaucratic
spirit.

In order to compass our esondomic progress wo have
to keep up a ficrce siriysgle with the oxpiring forces of
the old rapitaiistic order. W § cannot expoct to achleve
brilliant resuits all at cace; b3t we cannot and must not
be discouraged by tem;prary fullires.

Our programine mus<t take. tho facts of the prosent
lime into proper account and wer must rest our liopes on
thoso parts of it whighthave a fyture. Tho sommunists'
tconomic programmo s - nothiug but an acting in-
struction given 10 thos- working: masscs who were the
first to toke the helm of epoiomic manegement into
their hands.

«Our doctrines. wredo Maig, ol a guide 10 actions. -
So 18 tho communists; yrogrunmyme.

The social life of oy umc:.is devcloping with oxtreme
rapidity.

Thore s much 1thgt proves possitle 0 overcome
and 10 roalizo in a comparntisely short time, much Ut
will have to be altored, rejecd, replaced by new thingx.
But there is nothing in «ius w be troudled at. AYhoever
wants to live, must go ahoau.

N. Millutin.
Moscow, May 2jet, 1014
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Economic Revolution in Hungary.

(From Capitalistic to 8Bocialistic Production).

The most important problen), the nucleus of dissent
between communists and social democrats, is the question,
whether conditions arc ripe enough for leaving the basis
of capitalistic and going over to communistic production.
The ways and means of solting this prodlem is in all
countries of the world the tnain point at issue between
the Marxists, standing on the ground of class war and
the Scheidemanniste, who hyve lost themselves in a ~ar-
ren of bourgeois jdeology.

In the carrying into eflelt of the soclalization of produc-
tlon in Hungary we see s elewr and decisive solution of
the question.

Within four weeks all ke mcans of production, that
ia more than 27,000 factories and worke, from the bigjest
to the smallest. all commercjal roncerns and shops equally
from the biggest to the smallest, were not only in theory
but practically withdrawn irua uonder private ownership
and turned into the property awd possession of the proletarint
without such 8 chango causing the slightest interruption
in the continuity of producrva. This furnishes uvs indis-
putable proof of the fact 1\1f the transition to commu-
nistic production is not a .ccnnical problem at all, but
rolely a question of politics. 6f might. Political struggle
must merely looscn the bandy rot law that bound the bour-
geoisie to the means of proguction. The further techoical
and economic round of prouw-tion may remain absolutely
untouched, but all the scienmnc and technical presuppo-
sitions of further communigns change are assured.

The great change, in facy, consists only in the most
rational utilisation, as far us that Is possible, of various
and certain techpical and scientiic possibilities in: the
sphere of production. That is why I never thought an
intermodiary stoge, a transition phaso in the socialization
of production nécessary. Thus everywhere, whero political
resistance is out of the qnestion, socialization can be
carriod into effect without py gradation, in all spheres
of industry at once, from mining works, through works
producing scmi-mapufacturtd goods down to the fac-
tories producing the ready cmmodity.

Io consequcnce of the usnted action of the proletariat,
the boargeoisic fmn llurgary lost all means of economic
power, and groew completely impotent to resist politically
and to disturb tho progres of production. That fact fur-
nishes a clear proof of the.correctness of my supposition.

Immediately sfier putting Into ellect dictatorship, the
places of thé¢ capitalist in cvery work, every mine, even
in every bduilding enterpritt, was takenm by workers'
counclis of the work In qu-stion and as everybody, who

“hrace the enterprises of their resperlive branches.

realiy did work, stayed where he was, proluction nowhere
suflered Interruption.

The complete revolution of the economic basis of 'pro-
duction thus was effected smoothly. The immediate causs
of this smooth revolution lies In the fact, that the ground
for such political change was well preparcd. Further rea-
sons of tho shockless change lle in the aftitude of the
engincers and employeces, who had taken nart in the pro-
cess without resistance or sabotage, and who even had
powerfully helped in the work of preparation. The chlet:
reason however, was that the hourycoisie was complotely
powerlcss against the united advance of the proletariat
and could offer no resistance to socialization.

The prolctariat, united In resolve and action, can
specd along the path of socialization without meeting any
obstacles of a technical quality. The concreto cases we
saw here in Hungary In a very brief pcriod of hardly a
few weeks, unconditivnally corroborate this assertion.

Afer taking over thc materials and instruments of
production, we proceeded at once to the centralized bhuild-
ing-up of production. The exccution of this task
belongs to the P'cople’s Commissariat for Soctal I'ro-
duction, now carrying out the organization of the Kco-
noniie Councils as well. Within the Pecople’s Commis-
sariat wo have crected spcefal sections fur all branches
of Industry, and the majority of these already em-
Not
only o gencral survey has been realised, but the ra-
tional cooperation of the several enterpriscs of the same
branch as well. In this sense centralization has been car-
ried ioto cflect by us in the mill, leather, and timber
industries. In the textile branch, concentration of all work-
ing stock into the best-equipped and ecosomically Lest-
relurning factories has panly bLeen, partly is being,
uchleved. The same is the case in the chemical jndustry.
In the latter we have practically realized the publication
of manufacturing sccrets and gencral mutual exchange
of such between the several superprises. Nationalisation
of the iron and mcial fndustries, as woll as of the con-
ccros manufacturing agricultural machines is procecding.
We bhave begun to organizo joint offices for machine-
building and deeigning, many small works wero liqui-
dated and their working stock turned over to lurge enter
priscs.

Tho entire mining indusiry of the country is vodor
ceniral control. The centralization of all Budapest power
works Is going on and the centre for the production of
¢lectric energy is underguing & change in the sense of
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unition. We have commenccd the proparatory work of

electrifiving several stcam railroads, s measure necessi-
tated by tho colossal difilculties of coal import.

Although wo originaily bad no intention of sociailzing
the small industries, this happcoed, as it were, automa-
tically. ‘Tho small crafsmea and tradcsmen in crowds
offer to deliver their instruments and stock of their freo
will and take work as workmen in the great socialized
workshops. They have, it is true, no other choice, as they
no longer can get working material. Thus we havo consti-
toted — parallel to the socialization of living-houses —
central repairing workshops and offices for houses, which
ubito tho mechanics and crafismen formorly occupled in
house repairs. Tho management of the special scctions
is such that the Supremo Council of Public Economy can
be constituted immediately’ ont of theso scctions. Besides
politically reliable highly skilled rpecialists, the special
scctions contain represcntatives of tho trade unions
and of the largest enterprises. By thus putting the
management of tho special sections into the hands of
those immediately concerned in production, we bave
prevented the formation of & hearsay central bireaucracy.
The specialists we employ aro not paid any special pre-
miums, they earn no more than the uverage well-paid
skilled labourer. — yet they work with grest ambition.

In the individual enterpriscs the central organ of pro-
ductlon is represented by an .Industrial Commissary,
appointed Ly tho Peoplo's Commissariat, whose duty it is
to carry into effect the docrees of the People’s Commis-
sariat, and in general to safeguard the interests of the
prolctariat.  The Industrial Commissary bas to scnd
s vm-klf rrport to tho I'cople’s Commissariat on the con-
ditions of work in his particular factory, on the stock of
rawmateriale, and manufactured produce, and on ail ex-
pericnces that in his opinion may provo nseful for other
enterprises.  In coordination to him is a Workers' Con-
trolling Council, at present consisting of workers of the
same factory. These councils, however, we intend thortiy
10 transform on the Russinn modol, 50 that the majority
of tho members should be delegates of other factories and
of the trade unions respeciively. The economic man-
agement is superintended by Finance Controllers, dele-
gated by the People’s Commissariat for Finance to all
socialiscd factories. Each rocinlised factory is expecied
1o kcep its Looks like any independent concern. The elab-
oration of a unliforth system: of bookkecping is pro-
ceeding.

We began the erection of an organization for taking
stock of and distributing materials. Tho first step in this
direction wus an foventory of all factories and shops in
the country. More than %0 P/o of all concerns scat in their
inventories, all of whick at the present day are gotien
through to tho last.

Twenty-seven thousand Giventories were sent fo by
manuofaclurers; this number.: of course, comprises many
small concerns as well. Twus we got an idea of the
quantity of stock at our dispusjtion, tha: in i's tura en-
abled us to establish 'a ratisnal hushandry of materials.
A central office for the disixibption of materials, consti-
tuted In tho spirit of the sovieiexystem, is being erccted,
Tho materials neceded’ to keew énterprises up cun only ho
furnished on applicaiion to tyis office. The demands (or
matcrials is endorsed by thy respective special sectjon
of the Pcople’s Commissariaty & the demand is deemed
justified. Similarly orders ary rationally divided among
the several fuctories hy & cegiral office.

Foreign trade is concentintod in the Central Office
for Foreign Trade. Tho windung-up of all business obli-
gations contracted with forei¢n firms by private trader
bas heen taken over for settiginent by this office. At pres-
ent only exchange deals cay of course be seitled on &
basis of recompensation.

In the country socialisatiih, of course, procecds atl a
slower pace than in Budapem. Tbe larger enterpriscs
are all included in the sphere of activa~ of our special
sections, but tho organisation of the smalicr ones is yet
jn the making, We sent District Industrial Commis-
sarics into the larger cuuniry towns for the purposc
of carrying socialisation into ®ffect. The constitution of
indusirial councils in the lsyger commubities is pro-
cceding. Theso latter are sy oordinate to the Distriet
Industrial Councils in the laiger towns. The Indus-,
irial, sgriculturul and gencran tupply (‘oumils together
form the so-called communal #nil economic councils. The
congreas of the latter as a Supremo Council of Publie
Fconomy is to bo summoned afwr the first Sovict Congross.

We aro thus on the best way to the realization of
the socialistic system of prodixtion, in the entire terri-
tory of production and ccunoms- life in general. Our mor*
imminent task, however is tha fitting out of our troops
now taking the fleld sguinst tio Allied bourgeolsie with
the necessary ammuni.on snw other fndispensable sup-
plics. We aro unfortunately not in the position by fur—
owing Jo tho great shortage oisraw materials—to supply
all tho proletarian multitudes* who wunt to go to the
front with the greatcst enthuziasm and recadincss, with
the materfals of war. We setwour hopes on tho specdy
assistanco of our Russian comrydes, for if we could ob
tain jmmcdiate connection witlr Ilussia, we counld easily,
by help of importcd raw materfals, it out a mighty pro-
Jotarian army in our factories, at prewent lying still.

We owe our Rustian brot)iers who have signally
lightened and simplificd our task with their plonecr work,
tho greatest homage and gratitgle.

Julius Hevesl.
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in Serbia.

I. BEFORE THB WAR.

As the revolutionary events waking place in Serhia
aro atteacling much attentiong It seems appropriato
to Kive a short account of ihy socialist movemont in
Serhia.

Socfalist ideas have sprcad gnong the Nerbian people
in the sccond hall of the nineieynth centursy, I-nt, owing
1o the cconomic and politicar; conditions o Serbian
society, the movement degencrwyed into petty-bourgeois
radicalism. The Dbest-knowa sysicsmen and politicians
of yosterday and to-day, such ay Pashich, IP'retich, Mile-
tich, Predanovich and others.s in their time called
themselves socialists and revamtionaries.  Later they
became the obedient servantsy of Nicholas 11, &nd
to-duy thoy are the agents of twe Europcan and Amer-
ican bankers, and the most 19.rked reactionaries and
counter-revolutionarics. As to 1yse who remained true
10 their revolutionary and tnerv soclalist fdeal, they
passced tho greater part of then lives §n prison, if they
did not loso them outright,

Owinyg to this experience om onn side and to the
penetration and development of Rapitalism o3 tho other,
the present-day labour movement in Serbia is founded
on 8 solid basis and hearr & clearly defined class
character. .

The' irst trade-union orgnnisations were foundod in
Serbia in 1801 Rut our proktariat could not have
jits legal political party, — tho reactionary and abso-
Jutist régime of tho time furbidding it categorically.
In order to break its chains, our labouring class bhad to
fosort to illegal strupgle. It orgraived into workers' societios,
philanthropic socioties, art soanwaces, choirs; it published
its  periodicals and hooklote itlegally, under various
forms; it held its meetinga . und sittings at  night,
secretly, In dark and damp:atlars. In short, it car-
rird on the strupgle under ¢v\& aonlinarily difficult eir-
cumstances,

This struggle found exyrefsion, on the 25th of
March, 1903, in a great revaintionary demonstration.
Blood ran in the streets o pelgrade. The Serbian
proletariat sufferod losscs 'in jhuman lives bhut tho
absoluist nigime was moralty nbolished. Two months
later, on the 29th of May, 1308, oir bourgeolsie and
the military ¢lique murdered e last Obgenovich and
seized power. The proloturi:at wroftyl by this opportu.
nity to organize itsell politicaliriand econnmirally. Party
organisations and' syndicates worn established in the
whole country. On the 20th « July. 1903, the first
congress of the party shd tne onited syndicates was

summoned in llelgrade. The conzress decided to Institute
the Serbian Social Democrat P'arty and the General
Confederation of Labour,

On a platform of rlass war, rejecting all compromise and
cooperation with the bonrgcvis parties, and disregarding
their democratic finory, — the socialist party and the
trado-unjon organizations always marched side by side
in tho lLattle for tho intcrests of tho working clas\
This accurd goes as far as whea the General Confederation
of Lahour delegated members into tho central committer
of tho party and vico versa. Thauks to the purely
class character of our movement, thasks to a perfect
unity of action in the cconomic and political sphere
and to the socialist education of our small proletariat,
the Serbian working class succeeded, after ten years
of struggie, in aguerzing Important concesglons from thc
bourgeoisie. In 1911 the ruling class was consirained
to pass a law, by virtue of which working hours were
linited to & maximum of ten hours a day. It must be
ohserved, that wp to then, usual hours wero from twelve
to fifteecn o day, and In many cascs even sittern,
eighteen and more. This law guaranteed a weekly rest
of thirty-six-hours for workmen witbout distinction of trade,
forbid night work for women as well as for boys under
eighteen. A serics of similar reforms are further contained
in the same bill.

Such reforn:s in a country whero industrial developmeny
is io its infancy and whero tho labouring claxs had but
tno deputicsin the bourgeois parliament of one hundred and
slxty-six members, must be eeckoned a great success, seeing
that in tho countrics of advanced industrialism and
culture, whero labour deputics could bo counted by the
hundred §n the bourgeois parliamont, social )egislation
was far in the rear of <barbarics Serbin. This of course
was duo neither to, the merits nor to the far-sighted-
ness of our bourgeoisie, which would not hear of con-
cessions and resisted to the last moment. Between
1905 and 1911 it brought beforo Parliament several
Mills  destined to throw dust into the eyes of the
working class. These drafts were mero caricatures of
social legislation. In each case tho Serblan prolotariat
replied by rodoubling tho energy of its strugile and
the force of its attack. It did not follow tho bLonrgevisie
to Parliament. It made the bourgeolsio come ont into
the street to fight on a ground much more dingerous
for it, whero the capitalist ciass felt itscif leaten and
was forced to make concessions. These concessions con-
finned the comviction of onr working class, that class
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war-and revolulionary mcthods wore the best and only
way leading to the cmancipation of tho proletariat. In
this manner we escaped the danczerous discases called
sellow syndicatoes and reformist cocialist parties; even u
they appeared, they could not do much harm. For
when they attempted to pencirate the labour move-
wment, the proletariat encrgetically repulsed them. Where,
in spito of all, undesirable manifestations occurred,
u radical operation was undertahun to savo the rest
of tho organism. Separato individuals and entire groups
were driven out of tho party and the labour movement.

As a result, the reformists and partisans of coalitions
and compromises always returned to whero they had been
scnt from, to their proper place In the ranks of the bour-

. =

geoisie.  Muny were speedily macu minlsters.  But the
prolctariat lost mothing in thes- edelivererss except
had advisers, their loss was rathe:- beneficial to the work-
Ing class, than otherwise,

It must Le admitted, that wgih this conception, we
were pearly always in a state f jsolation within the
Second International. Wo were -pointed out to other
«wiso and far-secings parties as sertarians and hot-hends,
But wo would not turn frem our way. Qur conceplion
of Marxisin and of the struggle for the deliverance of the
proletariat left no other attitude passible. It is with this
concoption that wo were overtancn by the Balkan war
and thon by the generai cataclysm, that has destroyed mil-
lions of human lives and milllard, of public wealth.

JI. THB PROLETARIAT AND THB WAR.

Wien in 1908 the rapacious imperialism of Austria-
Mungary anncxed Bosnia and Ilerzegovina, a country
populated by Serbians, oyr young and ardent bourgeoisie
profited by the opportunity to clothe its capitalistic ambi-
tions in national garments, It declared the country and
the nation in danger. lverything for the army; every-
thing for armament ; everything for national defenco!l

Tho Serbian proletariat answered: Down with the war
botween naticns! Long live the international solidarity
of the workers!

Unfortunatcly, the socialist parties of Austria and
Mungary did nnt do their duty at this moment. Tho voice
of the Serbian proletariat was a cry in thp wilderness.
Neverthicless, we did not cease our activity.

In 1909, at the initiative of our party, the first inter-
Ilalkan sacialist conference was called in Belgrade, with
the aim of uniting "the nations of the DBalkans and
leading the struggle against imperialistic wars to succc.\‘-s‘
the conference demanded the formation of a Federal Bal-
han Republic. Besides this we made tho attitude of the
Austrian and Hungarian comrades the subject of discus-
sion at the International Socialist Congress of Amsterdam
in 1910; but our indictment unfortunately failed to turn
the many other socialist parties from the wrong course.

Nevertheless, when in 1912 Serbia and the other
Bailkan countries declared war on Turkey for the pur-
pose of edelivering our fellow-countrymen, oppressed by
five conturies of Turkish Slaverys, our party remained
true 10 its socializt and internationalist fdeals.! It stood
up arainst the war «ith all its might and veted agninst
war credits, In spite of tho envelope of «Liberativn» in
which tho rulers wrapped it, It procluimed and empha-
sised class struggle and socialist revolutiom as the only,
means leuding to the liberation of the oppressed clusscs
and consequcatly, of the oppressed peoples as well. We
opposed the projects of division and repeated our project
of uniting the Balkans in n Federal Republice Qur asser-
lion, formulated by comrade Lapchovich, that the Balkan

bourgeoisie wages this war witl the aim of conquer-
Ing new territories, in othor wyrds markets, and oot
the deliveranco of any people, — :ihat & would quarrel
over the division of the spoils aud thrust 1ho peoples
into mutual slaughter, was not Jong in being confirmed
by events. After having defeated Turkey, when the
oppressed  Christian  peoples wero  finally  «delivereds,
1ho capitalisis set the cliberatee's about each others’
ears. So it happencd, that in Jun2, 1913, oight months
ufier the declaration of the war of uberations, tho allies
of yesterday went 1o war among taemsclves. In this war
Serbia was attacked. The Bulgawan army attacked the
Serbian army in the night, withoot a formal declaration
ol war. .

Btill, fa spito of the defensive character of the war, our
party once again held up the revolstionary banner of prole-
tarian solidarity. With even more rnergy than in the 1wo
preceding rasos, it fovght againsithe fratricidal war. Weo
exposed tho imperialist characte? oi the war and de-
manded the formation of & Federal Balkan Repulidic.

During and  after the conllict we steadily continued
our revolutiouary and socialist propagunda.  Our repre-
sentations began to win the bLroad arasses of the people.
i'earing un extensive growth of the woclalist party, tho gov-
cernment dared not appoint electimms for the parliament,
although it had two victorious ycurs to its credit. Thus
a yoar passed in procrastination. At last the government
was forced to dismics the discrlited parliament and
appoint Iresh elections.

This was in June, 1914. The ‘onvassing had hurdly
Legan when  Austria-lHungary scid Serbia tho notorious
ulimatum of the 10-23rd July,

When in 1914 "Serbia was nltacked in form, when
this time It was rensonable to tulk of & defensive war--
if this word cculd have any meallug for us within the
capitalist system—our party declardl war against imperial-
i<t war. . It loudly proclaimed, that the Serbian and
Austro-Hungrian prolctariat had no conflicling Interests,
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and that tho bourgeoisic was gudty of tho bloodshed. We
did not hesitate to malntain, tlt the Serbian dourgeoi-
sle playcd tho part of agents 115 the western bankors and
to Czarism. We appealed to 115 solidarity of tho inter-
pational proletariat and to. w3 revolutionary activity,
But on this occaslon again our "“Pice remained practically
jnolated in the Sectond Internaional. For German and
Austro-Hungarian social-demockiicy, whose government
unloosed the world war, na French, Bolgian and
English soclalists, whese rulingi,ass at the last was just as
guilty of the Imperialist war was thoso of the Central
Powers, all summoned the prdlciariat to fight jn defence
of the common «fatherland: Thus we were the only
socialist party of the belligetest countries — with the
exception of the Russian — njat protested against the
jmperialist war in 1914,

It is superfiuous to expat:2o upon the vigour with
which we wero persecuted by le:gamg circles. In the beginning
of the war our organisalions mure deprived of the possi-
bility of action and our prcics was systematically sup-
pressed. Nevertheless, during ¢y first ftcen months of the
European war we carried on most encrgetic struggle
against our own and the Allfed prynrgeoisio. Then i the end
of 1915 came the great cati-wophe of Scrbia and the
occupation of tho country by g:g¢rman, Austro-IHungarian
and Bulgarian troops, an occuostion lasting three ycare.
The losses suffered by tho Spipfan people surpass any
known to history. They aflcct-d the working clasa most
of all. In spite of all these wricfortunes,
not tura (rom its way.

—— e

our party did

During the three years of occupation it unfortunately
could undertoke nothing of importance, for thc remnang
of ocr proletariat was scattered to tho four winds; some
In occupied Serbia, some In Bulgaria, Auvstria-llungary
and Germany as prisoners of war or interned; some
under arms on the Saloniki front, others in various Entente
or neutral countrics as fugitives.

Thus collective action was out of the question for
our party. Ouly isolated individuals could lit up their
voice In the name of the Serbian proletariat, and this voice
was valid only if i8 corresponded to the attitude of our
party and of the Nerbian proletariat. It is thus that the
attitudes of our comrades Katzlerovich and Popovich
ought 1o bo apprcciated. When Comrade Kutzlerovicle
apoke in the nanio of the Serbian proletariat in Kicnthal, he
was right ja doing so, for his atlitude corresponded to
that of our proletariat. Dut when comrades Katzlero-
vich and D'opovich went to Stockholmand deposed their
mcmorandum at the Dutch-Scandinavian Committee, they
had no right to spcak in the name .of our parly and cur
labouring class for the simple rcascn that neither the
onc nor the other had ever placed themselves on the
point of view of those who they pretended 1o represent.
And when I, well knowing our proletariat, aflirmed thix
first In Switzerland and later here in Russia, some com-
rades hesitated to believe me. But the confirmation of
my words was not long in the coming. As soon as opr
party found a possibility of speaking collectively, this
was done and thcir words left nothing to wish for.

III. THB SERE{AN PROLETARIAT AND SOCIAL REVOLUTION.

We will nuw examino wik gicr tho Scrbian goclalist
party or rathcr the Scrhian xgoletariat has changed s
views during the three yeard of occupation and sinte
the union of the Serbian peedle. This question may
without fear of contradiction ' ¢ apswered: no.

For if our wourking cliks could firmly stand oy
the ground of intcrnational svelctarfan class war when
all other soctallst parties, gré:y ynd small, placed them:
sclves on the ground of matigria: defence and coopera-
tion with the bourgeolsic; wh Ahere was neither Zim-
merwald nor Kicnthal, nor Ruisian revolution, nor Ger-
man re\olullon. nor. Austro-1{ugrzarian revolution; when
oné could talk of the creation vf socialist republics and of
the dlcmonhlp of the prolctarigt as of a distant drcam.—
how then could tho Serbian groletariat act otherwise
to-day, when social-patriotisus socinl-opportunisin  and
social-imperialism have sufferea complete fuflure and our
jdeal, 8o far distant yesterd:gv, has become a tangible
reality?

No it could pot and has At changed its attitade.

We quote some facts touchpig this subject: the Ser-
biaa secialist party is almost thjonly party which not only

ut no time condemned or combatied bolshevism and the
Russian proletarfan revolution, but is one of the fiw
partics that never mado reservations on this subject.

In the Leginning of this year, when the united hing-
lom of Scrbians, Croatians, and Slovencs came into being
our party wuas invited to cooperate. T refused. More
than that, when one of the members of the Croatian
socjalist party accepted a seat in the government, the
Serblan sociallst party censured him and declared that
a4 socialist minister in a bourgenis cabinet was no better
than a capilalist minister fn the eyes of the party, and
that ho would bo opposed just as amy other bourgeoix
minister,

When the Austro-liungarian and Bulgarian troops,
in the cnd of 1918 began {o evacuate Serbian territory,
our workmen and’ peasants began to create their soviets,
When the «Liberatorss, that is, the Allied troops arrived,
these soviets were mercilessly suppressed. The Serblan
and Allied soldiery committed the most atrocious crimes
In the struggio sgainst bolshevism. According to Infor
mation reccived, all persons suspected of revolutionary
and bolshevik sentiments were shot on the spot or deliv-
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ercd into the hands of the notorious komitadjis, for exe-
cution. )

But by suppressing the soviets and murdering the
revolutionarics, neither the Allies nor the Serbian govern-
ment succecded in diminiehing want, starvation and gei-
eral discontent. On the contrary all thix grew from day to day.

Our party did not take part in the Ilern conference,
tho conference of the Yellow International. Its absten-
tion was not a mattéy of chance, for if the delegates of
the Allies could go to the conference, the delegates
of tho vas<al states of tho Allics might bave cqually been
permitied to go.  But our comrades prefered mnot to go,
desiring thus publicly to manifest thelr non-volidarity with
thosc who betrayed the cauvse of the proletariat and of
socialism. The reason why they did not go to Dern s
clearly shown by the letter despatched in January to the
bureau of tho first comnunist congress in the name of
oy panty by comrades Lapchevich and Filippovich. In
this letter our comrades declare their solidarity with the
hervic Russian proletariat and with the interpational
revolutionary prolctariat. They also wrote tho following;

«The recent invitation of the social-traitors to
send our delegates to lsl:rn was refused by our
party for wo do not wich 1o have anything to do
with 1he betrayers of socialism... The Serbian
gocial-democratic party as well as the social-demo-
cratic party of Bosnia-Herzegovina place themsclves
on the comnnmist platform. The best part of tho
workers of Croatia and Slavonia are convinced as,
we are, that thq road to rxocialism Jeads through
tho dictatorship of the proictariat and that the form
of this dictatorship is expressed in soviet powers,

Is not this declaratiou clcar and withdit equivocation?

Finally, telegrams arrive daily to show us tbat our
party has not changed its attitudo and that on the con-

trary, it has entered upon the final struggle, the decisive

strugele for the Jiberation of the proletariat and the
cstablishment of communisw.
We quote some of these telegrama.

«The meeting of Xerdblan workers that took place
on March 26th in Delgrade cnthusiastically grects
the dictatorehip of the Magyar proletariat and de-
clares ltself ready to support its Hungarian brothers
with all its forco till the complote victory of world
revolution. Signed: Filippovichs. ‘

This solidarity showed itsclf in deeds, for a Stockholm
telcgram, dxted April 2d, says:

" 41t is reported from Vienna, that the Serbian

rayal government applied 1o the Allies for military

aid 10 smmother the Hubgasrian revvlution. The
Jabour organisations repliee by the proclamation
of a gencral strike in Belgrade and other townss,

Some days later, on the 12th’of April, s Budapest
wireless reports:
eAccording o fnformation received from Serbia,
proletarian revolution I8 avproaching, The Serbian
ariy occupying lungary Jocks with envy on their
brothers on the other side of 1po demarcation lioe,
tho Hungarian proletarians. Ia the region of the
old line of denfarcation, 1he Serbians threw down
their arms and f{raternised with our romrades. To-
day, at four o'clock In tho citeynoon, French soldicrs,
coming from Segedina occupidd New-Segedina and
the bridge Lehind the Serbians. In order to smother
jmmineat rovolt, the Serbian military authoritics
arrested on Thur«day several tnmrades carrying con-
munist proclamations. The borracks are turned into
prisons and are filled with jwisonerss.

Two days later, on the 14tb «f April a French tele-
gram from J.yons says:

«In consequenco of theiresignation of several
wembers of the Serbiun cubinet Mr. I'retich Is
vngaged in tho formation oft» new inistry. All
partics sfive the social-demgcratic party are to be
ropresented in the new cabiaéts,

Since then we have no furthed informatioh of what
fs going on in Serbia ond the otli'r Yugaala¥ countrics.

According to the preceding, whe Scrhian proletariat
and fts_political representative, the socialist party, in the
past as fn the present, always.hoil high the red banuer
of ‘international working-class liberation.

T am convinced that fn the ‘futlure our proletariat
will fulfill with honour the histori¢ task imposed opon it
by present snd coming evente.

The Russian proletariat and the labouring class of
tho world may bo ceriain of slways fading in the Ser-
Man proictariat loyal and sincire comrales ia the
cstablishment of the communist fntornational. The heroes
of tho Russian revolution, whoee superhuman eflorts
have evoked the adiuiration, sympathy and solidurity of
the worhers of the ent:re world, miay be sure that ihe.
Scrljan peasants and workmen will not be the last to
hold out 10 them s brotherly hand, evea if at the
present moment circumstances prevent them from being
among 'the frst.

Ilya Milkioch.

Moscow, April 80, 1919.
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Regzarded from the ¢eanrnic standpoint tiny Latvia
presented before the war it aspect of the most devel-
oped part of Russia. Not eifiy such §mportant industrial
ceotres a8 Riga and Eilan, but also the villages
showed of the hixhly eapitagsil- development of the country.
In the villages, the percegtie of purely hired labourers
or landless population coupifrably exceeded the mumber
of «'andeds peasants. Tn gnig respect Latvia presented
an exceptional picture, evels @t comparison with the West,
The war brought great chinges In the life of the country.
Not only was it materially syayaged, not less than Belginm
or Poland, but also depuzwated, and to a much higher
degree than the rest of Rysija. In Riga the inhabitants
hicfore the war numbered #25.000 and the census taken
in January, 1919, showed ghe number reduced to 212,000,
of whom the aged formed 23%/0. For every hundred men
there gre now 1RO wémedn: before, as in all industrial
centres, it was the young giasculine generation that pre-
dominated. A hundred thzasand Industrial proletarians
together with their familiss were removed, ia the year
1915, at the time of the evyrifiuting of factorfer and mills,
and dispersed in diﬂernnun;vns of Russia, where they
remain until the present dly, Things havo also changed
in the villages. The village proletarian is cliher in his
soldier uniform on the fic}d of batlle, or has become s
small farmer. or balf-partact, or day-labourer, or some
other dissimulated form of Lind slavory.

Under such conditions & pNovember, 1918, when the
idea of Soviet Latvia arowr, the question of Kautzky
clearly stood Lefore us:_ «f3 it possiblo on these ruins
of thoe war, where nothint: (® Jeft to socialize—to create
a socialistic order of thinuy, lIn our Manifesto on the
construction of the Socinigt Soviet Lettish  Republic
we unhesitatingly answered, wt tho afMrmative. elInstead
of helping the capitalist ¢3i5¢ to reconstruct on these
ruing the fortress of capita 14 bondage — the prolctariat
of Latvia, will sct to worl,githo® delay to ercet its
own tcmple of Labours. o Scviet Government of
Latvia, formed by ornder ¢ tho central Committee of
the Social Democracy (at puesent ﬁm Communist P'arty)
of Latvia which existed dibegally in \Riga, published
their Manlfesto in Decembey 47th, 1918, regarding the
abolition of the scenic Bourgk 43 I'ryvisional Government.
In virtue of the occupatinizdl réxime of that time, this
Manlfosto could only Licginite circulate in Rixa on De-
cember 25th, when tho Sovi-t! Government had already
entered the territory of tutvia mnd  had taken the
town of Valk. .Simultancously with the signing of the
Manifcsjo the P'residium  of; the Siviet Government of
Latvia, whose members meg ut thag moment in Mos-

onths of Sgvict Latvia,

cow (Stouchka, Danishevsky, Lenzman and Peterson
fixed the day and place, January 13th at noon in th
House of the Kuirhts in Riga, for tho convocation of the
Assembly of the Workers', Feasants’ (landless) and Sol-
diers” Deputies of united Latvia. When jo Decemiwr
13th I handed over, simultaneously with the cominu-
nication on the construction of the Soviet (rovernment of
Latvla, an Invitation t our Assembly, to the Ilate
I. M. Sverdloff, Presideat of the All Russian Central
Fxecutive Committee, he snmiled andesaid: «Are jou npot
fixing your Assembly too soon, Comrade Stouchka. when
you have not yet got a span of land? DBut I shall cer-
tainly attend the Assemblys, I replied, that we should
try to keep onr word. And, in eflect, on January 4th
we were able to telegraph to Comrade Sverdloff from Riga
that the appointment of January 13th for the meeting
of tha Assembly remained in full force and that we
cxpected him, Comrade Sverdlofl, on his part, was true
to his word, and arrived,

On what did we base our assurance when with such
confidence wo fixed tho day for the Assembly? First of
all, on our faith in the prolctariat of Riga, in spite of
its accupation. Secoudly, on our confidence in the fottish
proletariat, in the Lettish rifleman, who had fought in
the ranks.of the Red Army of tho Russian Soviet Feder-
alive Socialist Republic, and who, when scat into the
rear of the Army for rest, instead of rosting, hurried
joyfully home in order to liberate their proletarian na-
tive country. For, we invariably, in our Manifesto, as
well as afterwards, confidently said that there can exist
in Latvia only a proletarian, that is, a Soviet power—
or the feudalist-Junker regime of the barons. An
only thc malicious calumny of the German social
traitors could ronfound the returning homo of the Lettish
rilemen with the so-calied Imperialist intentions of
the R. S F. 8. I

The victorious march of the Proletarian Revolution
was amazing. Thoso of tho Kaiser's troops, which had
remained — the  decomposed parts as well as the iron
divisions — yiclded directly to the attack of the not yet
numerous, but fearless dctachments of the fcttish Red
Army regiments, which had alrecady becn often under
tire. Fverywhere, on the approach of our soldicrs, the
lecal proletariat rose and inevitably conquercd. So It was
in Valk, in Wolniar, in Wenden, on Jan. 3rd in Riga,
then in Mitan and Tukkum. Aad ouly in Windau a sccond
tfort Awas made in order to bring success, Dut quite
without precedent was the rising of the Riga proletariat,
who in epite of the part playod by Germnan troops in the
strect-fighting and of the presence of Knglish cruisers in



29

330

the Dwina, conquered in one day, without any cxternal
help, although the Lottish regiments wero yet at a
distance of 10 10 20 versts and wero not in time \o fire
vie helping shot. At 3 a. m. on Jan. 3rd I and my
comrades entercd the town ia a German armoured train,
whichi had been captured by tho workmen, whilst the
retiring  German troops sot fire to the theutre and ele-
vator. Another week or two, and Libaa would also have
been io our hands, after which Germany (by the order
of the Allies), or the Allics themselves, would have been
nbliged to mnke us an open declaration of war — that
fs, if the mood of the labuuring masses of tho West
would bhave allowed such a thing. But at this moment
appeared  bowrgeois Finland, which attacked Lithuania
with ite forces from the sida of Ksthonia; and the Ger-
many of Schridemann sent against us fresh, newly formedd
regiments of eSocialist Germanys, with Hindenburg at
their head. Of all the siameful pages of the régime of
Scheidemann  (and they are mot fow!) one of the most
scandatlous, is the upholding of the forces of the brutal and
antiquated feudalistic régimé of the Daltic baron-land-
owners by the troops of the German «Sycialist-Republics.

Noske Is frank and he openly refules all the reporty
that it was tho Allies who furced (ﬁmn:xn)‘ to lecave her
troops in Latvia. «We ar¢ not engaged to do this by
the Trealy, but Courland. is German grounds. And
Fet on this «Germans pground, according to the statistics
of the Germang themeelves, there are only 4%/ of Ger-
mang, including the population of the towus. What must
ono say, then, of Danzig?

Our task in Laula was an excecdingly ™ difilcult
one. We had to struggle against the external encmy on
threa fronts:
Fsthonian Armys was not in a state to resist the attnck
of bourgeois Esthonia together with her auxiliary forces; on
the South-Western Front, where in Courland the not pumer-
ous forees of tho Lettixh bLourgeolsle, bLut the numer-
ous regular German iroops and volunieers, attracted by
ten marks a day and by coplous nourishment (at the
Entonte’s cost) from Germany, Denmark, Sweden and so
on, and under the daring leadership of experienced cap-
tains frem amongst Baitic barons, furmed an enemy of
superior strength, technique and enterprising spirit. At lnst,
after the fall of Vilna, on the P'olish-Lithuanian Front,
where wo had to send consccutively five of our regi-
ments, we had not one man left in our reserve. Thanks
tn a mobilization which reached its maximum our tronps
increased In mumber, but certainly did not present the
samo former homogenenus Red Army, which we poswessed
in December,

Wo saw ahedd a tureatening picture of imminent col-
Japso of the Army, but were helpless 10 proveat it. At tho
samo time at the base, we had 1o perform important
structural work. It Is absurd and childish to suy that
all this work should have been postpuned. We could
not, for one day, dispense with the solving of the food
question, in the first place for the Army. It was also
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absolutely pecessary to have fuactories. working (if evea of
the smallest dimension) in order tui supply the Army,
becauso there wus not a sullicient suxply of boots, cquip-
nient, etc.,, in the centre. If only w% had been.able to
recall to Riga even.n small parv of tho evacuated
vnemployed proletariat, and a supply of factory appurte-
ualices, which since 1918 lay uscless: n wagons cr storo-
houses, wo should have obtained wore help for our
front fiom 3 thousand or two consrivatious proletarians,
returnod 10 Riga, than from an add;vunal thousand ¢mo-
hilized soldiers or & dozen communis;g sent out for agi-
tation. It is 1lio good fortune of tl:4 Hungarian Soviet
Republic that 4P/o of her Red Army-jonsisis of workmen.

The food shortnge was awful. In ‘{pril, an average of
ninctecn people dicd from hunger in orq day. Under pretext
of the Armistice, the German Commujding Stafl tried to
carry off all that had been plundegdl fn this country
under ppotagco of contribution or wiypoils (rumember
that evem Kaytzky looks upon war—lu&o}y as _upon legal
property). In tbat way maay trains gnd ships leRt Riga
laden with bread and othor food stulig bLeforo wo occu-
pied it, thus leaving tho population at.the morey of fate.
Ouar Western Front; to which our Army was attached, was
not in a state to supply dnd did noy sipply our Army
with victuals in a sufficicnt guantity, nod all that shoull
have been distributed amengst the civil population went
to tho Army. For months the workmon of Riga dld
not receive ono single ponnd of bpead.  We  cannot
but odmiro the selfdenlal of thé Riga prolctarind
who, without the slightest murmur, suffered so bravely
the torments of hunzer, The only thing the Soviet Giov-

cernment could do for them, wus lo gjve tuem scanty

dioners, consisting of soup. At the time of the German
occupation — 80,000 such -portions wero distributed; our
government increased the quantity ofd enloric contawned
in cach portion, and distributed J&OPXN) portions daNy
amongst o population of 212,000 peojge. The ingrodieats
of buch a portion gave /us of the foad necessary for o
healthy person; but at thy time of th¢ Giorman ocecupa-
tion tho pecople reccived only Y111, Ly the month of
May tho supply apparatus’was put Iin kight working or-
der.  Thauks to tho Ukruiaa, wo coulq pt last begin the
distribution of Lread to the civil pepuption alzo, In the
following categories.

First category—%s of a pound; seednd category—!a a
pound and third category<—*/s of a pound. The distribution
was cven provided for 14 days ahead. This insignificant
storo of provisions fell fnto the hands of the German truops,
who (according to received information) -vld them off 1o
spoculators.

We had yet to arrange the means olidistributing the
food stufls. The communists in Riga lad at thelr dis-
posal well-drveloped worknien's co-operatives. Wo trans-
formed them into Government organs ef distribution,
and introduced into them as oblijutory: nfembers ali the
clectors of the Soviets, that is, -all the. l:ihources; at the
same lime we abolished all share-holdars ducs. A month
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afler the introductioa of catuzoric food cards we intendod
to realize the registration od all labourers st the corres-
ponding local cenires of disdibption. But the taking of
Rica by the Germans inotergipwed tils work, which was
hot haif finished. '

Latvia is, principally, an ugricultural rountfy; but
the rural cconomy had auypady In the sixties of the
last * ccotury taken @ pivcly  monctary form. Tho
number of landleas peasanes oxceeded the landowning
oncs by four times. Such avas the picture before the
war. Duriog the war the csumber of farmers who were
employing Jay labourers @njiderably diminished, and
paft of the hired lahour &0k another unrccognizable,
patoral form. But the sutctince of capitalist economy
remainod. We at onco n:mioitalized without indemnifi-
cation all the large cstatew (of over a 100 deslatines),
bot could begin cultivatiniy them at the costs of the
Republic only in proportic to the inventory that was
at our disposal. We institiied 230 Soviet farms, well
stocked and satisfactorily clitivated. It was more diffi-
cult to dispore of the otherhrural properties, It I not
an easy thing to unite the intirests of the «grey haronss,—
the farmers—wlith those of e landless day labourers. In
congequence of a sometimes inexpert realization of our
policy In this sphere, that is to say in the rural districts,
our agricultural policy led 1o many misuncerstandings.
But all these dirscnsions, which had accentnated them-
seives at the heginniog of The summer scason, were of
short duration, and when wet were forced, by the military
strength of Germany, to retire from Latvia we were
followed by thonsands of daz-Inboarer fugitives and the
rame discontented clements &ho dld‘ not wish to remain
in tho Latvia of the barogs. RBecause of the default
of fnventory and of the deficitney of s sufficiently im-
portant apparatus of agricplturists, we were obliged,
in order to avoid famine, W leavo in foree the leasing
of land which did ‘mot constitute Soviet farms and to
givo licenso to the peasant - firmers 1o employ hired
Iabour, insieting anly .on thy ohservation of all tho laws
of labour-protection. The xyrking day in the rural
distrirts was to average In 1o yYear eight hours a day,
Temfporarily we were forcell to mako this concession,
We detidodly opposed the distribution of land amongst
tbe landiess peasants. Tho Soviet Republic Is, In a
considcrable degree, a Republic of propaganda, but of
vropaganda  principally by metion,: und not by words
We wore olliged to pursue our bgitation by decrees
and by actual renovation oy the economic life of the
country. Wo were forced to rcopeny, ome after the
other, tho Industrial establisgments, whoso work had
peen suspendod or had been destroyed. Wo did this
tegardiess of thy enemy, whq xtood at 20 to 30 versts
from Riga. The organisation «f production was realized
en a purely Soviet ltahnlardL The management
belonged to a delegate, chosén by the Soviet or by the
Soviet government, but with' the participation and under
the rcntrol of deputles of indusiifal (formerly trade
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unions). The trade unions, hdaving lost their significance
as organs of class-struggle, ftransformed themselves into
organs of power, with the abolition of all re-imbursements
of members and with the obligatory participation in
them of oll workers. According to the information gath-
ered by an investigation hell in Riga in the month of
April, the average productivity of labour had but
slightly diminished; but there were also cases of increase
of prmlucthny of labour. As a reason for the decrcase
of ptoductlvntv famine and deficiency of materials hax
already beon indicated. Our proletarian Jdisciplinoe was
strict and gave good results. Everywhere minimum output
of work way intrmduced; a:transferenco futo a higher
or lower catogory of payment was admitted, in depend-
ence upon the actual finished work. Our communistic
fraction of the trade uniuns opposcs payment, according
to agreement. The Soviet Government of [atvia was
purely communistic.  Wo did not conceal from any one
that we were the government of one [larty, but
thoe only Party, who had tho right 1o the name of
s veritable Soviet P'arty. All our endeavours tended
towards making the administrntive spparatus simple,
pot overcrowded and cheap, and that tho same piece of
work should not be duplicated. That is why we acceptnd
as law that the Central Coinmittec of fho Communist
Party and its Jocal comniittce must correspond in per-
sonnel 10 the Government and the board of the local-
Exeentive Committees. The government, on the other
hand is at the same time the Presidium of the Central
Exccutive Committce. Instead of ' arrunging Mfctitious
voling for the passing of ol)igatory regulations of the
Central Commitiee of the Party, we decided all questions:
simultancously in the Central Committee and in the’
Government. Accordingly, we had not simultuncously a
Soviet propaganda with a propaganda of the I'arty, or an
organ of the Party with an organ of the Lmlrnl Execn-
tive Committen; agitation, written .und verhal, was
crcirely the function of the I'arty. The cdilor of our
£arty publications was, in virtue of his position o the
Yarty, a member of the Goverument. But this did not
mean in any way that we had given up party agitation,
‘but rather that we had rvinforced it. (The organ of our
P'arty appearcd in six languages: Lettlsh, Russian, Ger-
man, Jewish, Lithuanian and lsthonian).

Our government had tho full rizht to call jtself a
workers' government: for not only more than hall its
tonstituents were really workmen, but aiso all the stan-
dards of paymenmd for all categories of labour were
cqual — from 400 to 800 roubles (from May 1st GOO to
900 roubles). As a general rule wo atcepted that the
specinlists wcre attached to the commlssulns aod not
the commissarics to the specialist (kxcepting only the

‘military departmeat where, arcording to the gencral law

of the R.S.F.S. R. there exists tho opposite rogulation).

All tho cconomic departments, for the ' purpose of
simplification called commissariats, were looked upon us
sections of a unique Council of Public Economy, which
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by us was differently organized from that of the R. N,
F. S. R. Our Council of Public E¢onomy, under the
presidency of the President of ile Soviet Government,
decided finnlly all questions of au cconomic character
which had not evoked dissonance. This Council broke
wp into two (production and exchunge or distribution)
and eight sections or commissariats (industry, agriculture,
lalkour, public huilding, ways and mcans of communi-
cation, food, finance and foreign cxchange). In such a
way we hoped to prevent the disunion of the different
departments and mutual friction and parallelism, . inevi-
tabic under another system, _

The central material administration and ceniral book-
kecping, Snstitated In the Council of Public Economy,
wore 1o serve as the principal moans of unification of
all tho cconomic life of the country, and where in future,
the budget of production and consumption of the country,
was to be worked out. Tho Cauncil of Public JFconomy
aud ita material administration and central bookkeeping
were formed as scctions or subsections of a future
single complete body, of o more or less cxtensive
International, with the object of attaining & real and
rational eentralisation.

On the question of our «Internationals situation we
to0k from tlhe very first, a firm position, declaring our-
xelves eforoignerse only as regards the non Soviet
states. With all the Soviet states we are the most
natural and close allics. In the first place, of course,
with the R. S. F. & R, with whose proletariat
we ars wclded together Ly many ycars of common
struggle.  All~ attempts to infuse dissension amongst
our comrades in this respect wero fruitless. We
always cmphasised only s true union and not a
union on paper. And we stood up in defence of the
natural independency of amy Soviet assimilation, espe-
cially so under our economic conditions, which differ from
those of other parts of Russia. This question—of uniting
centralisation with local Soviet-indcpondence Is doubtless
tho most diflicult question to solve. Ilut expericnco has
shown that in practice this problem was nearing its
tolition. From January 8rd until May 22nd, that is

g

for less than five months, our power exisicd in Riga.
It was too much 16 expect great resuld in such a short
lapse of time. Dut yet, Il in January ho represcntative
of the «socjal democrats» Yinning, the G+rman ambassador
in Riza assured me that eunder was viliidle in our midsts
and that jt was clcar to him, that onl¢ we, and not the
bourgeois democrats had the right to bate the power in
Latvia, — all the mor¢ comprchensible is the -calumny
about tho horrors we were perpotratins in Riga, which
this samo Vinning and his partisans st Wiloat Jater on.
Wo wero oblized to bo merciless, hiyving to-doal with
an unheard of régime of medioval Junkers who ruled
hero before, ond in the first, not yet ¢ompleted, quarter
of the XX century, undertook two punitive expcditions
in this country (In 190G in Russian,” and in 1918 in
German attiro). In answer to tho third: idvasfon of these
avenging Junkers, this time under tho. firm of the so-
cial democrats Scheidemann and Noska. who brutally
destroyed evorything that Yeminded tucin of the odious
comimunists, not spiring even women un® children — we
were obliged o take recourse to severd ‘measures, even
to the shooting of the Losjages, consis;ing of barons and
bourgeois, principally. the former. We tad to punish the
avengers of 1906 and 1917 themselvgs. But whoever
knows the local conditions of Latvia will agrve that
we limited ourselves in this respoct to sthe swallest min-
imum possible. At the prescut meament, thanks to
Scheidemann, Riga I8 under the etcwmporarys rule ol
General von dor Holz, the commatder of Ilindcaburg's.
troops. And if the rest of the Kalsit's troops, when
leaviog Riga in January, set fire to-ltho theatre and
to tho food siores, tho troops of Scheiemann have im-
mortulised their coming by destroyiog Lo monument of
Marx, by destroying the tombs of tly) communars and
Ly shooting hundreds of communisis and other workme
in Riga and the rest of Latvia.

But tho German troops will go togitber with Schei-
demann, the truth will bo once more junfirmed that In
Lettland can rule only the feudal bardis, or the Soviet
powor.

P. Stoutohka.
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\itas of tho Rovciation in Fraee,

A year ago the revolntienary movemeh' in France
algeady assumed such considerable dimensions that the
couniry’ was on the eve of & revolutionary outbreak. In
the sprige of 1918, mutinicp qcurred in many regiments.
snd, bere such a decided ¢haracter that thero was a
mieut wheyt- the Command of tho French Army was
doubtful of §ta abllity to restrain this movcment. In
the summer & wave of strik; s and demonstrations surged
throughout Frunce, and im fpany places soldiers who
wero ordered out agminst tie demontrators refused 10
obey (as in Lyons). But ewpetially significant was the
political ‘lrlke, begun by the petal workers, who brought —
forward only ona demand, —: the immediate revelation of
the truo alms of the war, Thin striko spread also into
the provinces. In Paris alope several hundred thousand
workmen ceased work, and this strike, which had been
organisod by factory dcleiites, might have attained
sowvihing yot more granwore, if the whole enter-

prise had not miscarried in |the hands of the Syndical’

centres, with Merheim at th2ir head, who thus proved
himself & traltor to tho trvolution. In one word,
France wax ready for Revdlution last year, but the
courso of military events havyng hastened the development
of the Revolution in Germany, suspended it for a time.
During the first months initer the Armistice, there
was & lull in France. The Frunch workmen were under
le fllusion that tho Pceacor:ed Wilson's «league of
Nations» would beal thelr wdunde and givo vitality to
their aspirations, But, little - tittle, as the demobilized
soldiers returned from the Frint, and the Incapacity of
the Conforence became more apy.erent, this illusion faded: —
it was clear that the Peace Conirrcnce would Icad to nothing.
At the prescnt moment, wr Arain observe amongst tho
French Workers, & long unheard of outburst of the Rev-
olutionary spirit. Worn out by five years of war, the
siaves of French Imperialisyy are beginning to present
their «bill of enstas; and thete costs arn heavy — ono
million and a half killed, as wuny more maimed for life,
industry destroyed; about a 1hillion of unemployed (this
figure was given in March wirn the demobilization was
not half accomplished); an fmpending financial crisis.
Day by ey, the workmen gce more und more clearly
that they lavo only themsclves to rely upon; that the
only way vut of the presemn complicated situation is
through Soclalism. Xympathyy and solidarity with the
Rutsian Revolution, with the toviets, with Communism,
with its leaders lcnin and Trotzky and faith in the
possibillity of rcalizing the vitJity of the Soviets, Is In-
crcasing.. There is scarcoly wme workers’ meeting in
France at present that docs 1got puss @ resolution of
sywpathy with Soviet Russia; orw1 protest against Interven-
tion In the aflalm of nativnsf struggling for Socialism.
At the Jaurés' domonttration:in I'arie, in which 300,000

prrsona took part, the predominant cry, which drowncd
all others was: .— «The Sovietss, «tho Sovietss, «the
soviets!s «long live Lenin and Trotzky!'s This demon-
stration, which has not been equalled im Franco for a
long time, and which by its grandeur and enthusinem
surpnssed all the expectations of tho French Sociallsts,
was not only a manifestation of the Inerensing strength
und unity of the I'arisian workmen but a revelation of
thefr growing revolutionary spirit and readiness for fight.
The Bourgcoisic was amazed, and directly after the de-
morstration, horriedly passed through Parliament the

. for tho elicht-hours working days; thus hoping to
calm the workmen, and, by the way, to provent the
demonstration of the First of May. But this last object
was, apparently, nct attained, inasmuch as (according
to the pre<<) the sirects of Paris became the sceno, not
only of demonstrations, but also barricades and armed
collisions. Never before had the eclebration of the First
of May heen preparcd with such assiduity as this year.
Tho most extensive preliminary campaign was carricd
through. 1In cvery corner of France, tho organizations
of the Party and of the Syndicater arranged workers'
mectings which unanimously passed resolutions for the
«Fizht hours working day: for participation in the cele-
bration of the First of May; for the abolition of the tax
on wages, In most cases these resolutions were accom-
panied by grectings 1o the Soviet Republics, and by a
protest against Intervention in Russian affairs. A% many
meetinus such decizions as the following were voted:
«To eontinun to aim at the realization of Communism in
stho Communist Internationals.  «To summon all the
Lalour Organizations 10 commence an immediate struggle
agalust the rézimo of crime and injustice; against the
dictatorship of the Bourgeoisio and ruling classes,s Amd
<10 rouse the [Prolctariat to the final contest for the
extermination of «class distinctionss and for the institution
of a rollectivist or Communist soclety,» etc.

In tie provinces, the First of May probably passed
in & not lcss revolutionary manaer than In I'aris, and
this fact must bo cspeclally taken Into consideration, that,
at the present moment the provioces are not only not

Jichind, but even surpass Paris in rewolutionary spirit.

At the same time we observo a consfderable development
of the Fiench Labour vrgasizations, and also an cxtraor-
dinary (for France) afllux of inembers to the Syndicates.

The Confidiration Général du Travail counts more
than a million regularly paying members. Even tho clerks
have orpanized themselves ard joined tho Labour-Exchange.
The number of uncinployed, fn the montlr of March, had
rcached nearly a milllon. Tho cost of living 13 tontinu-
ally Increasing in the provinces. The wages pald out
constitute only three-8fths of real wages. Tho working-
day is still very long. Kconomic strikes are comtin-
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ually breaking omt in one branch of Industry or
another.

Qf spccial interest was tho demonstrational strike of
the railway workers, in tho courso of which, at a given
time, all railway work throughout France stood still for
a quarter of an hour. The same experiment was tried
by tho postaffice officials. In the army also, things do
not stand well; the soldicrs aro worn out, and In ono
voico with the workmon cluiin an immediate demobiliza-
tlon. Meanwhilo the demotilization has reached the 1906
class. Tho rest of the soldiers are still under arms, as tho
Allics want troops for the occupation of Germany and
other countries. Discontent and insubordination are grow-
ing amongst the Frinch soldiers.

Tho prisons are all overcrowded with goldiers. The
number of these arrcsted amounls to 60,000, and many
of them are confined fur having refused to fight against
Russia. More than once, the French Imperalists havo
Yad 1o remove from Russia diflercot detachments, which
Jeclined to use their arms sgzainst the Russian Soviets.
On board the «Austrias the erew and fhoe soldiers refused
to go to, Russla amd mutinied, during e course of which
all the officers wore arresicd and the General who was
sent on board to calm tho soldicrs and sailors, declared
that their claim to be immediately disembarked on arriv-
ing at Marscilles, would be granted and that the police
would not interfere with them.

The working muasses are so much against inter-
ventivn that not a single meeting is held without a reso-
lution, embodying this priaciple, being passed. Marcol
Callicn, from the DParliamentary tribune, implored the
soldicrs 1o refusc to go 10 Russia.  Muleras, to enforce
the same principle, inclted tliem even to rebellion.

Io the Sovirt Party aned in the Syndicates, just as in
the masses the Influcnco of the Russian aud German re-
volution, together with that of the Third Iotcenational,
is growing, and amongst the advance-guard of the French
working-class thero exsits already an important commu-
nistic nucleus; but ncitber in the Party nor in the Syn-
dicates Is thero, as yet, any dissension. DPericat stals
near to Jebeux, Loriot, and Somone; Iaul Faure and
Frossart still associatoe with Renaudel, Compere-Morel
and Allert Thomas. The Sccialist fractions are, at pres-
ent, completely compromised In the eyes of the masses,
At the mectings they aro not allowed to speak, and it
is cnough for Jehoux aud Renaudel to make their appear-
ance on the platform, (or furious crics to break out.
There have been rases even of open fight. Tho speakers
on the «Rights were expelled and the tribune taken pos-
scssion of by thoso on the «Lofts, wlhose names are not
even mentioned in the lists. The Social-traitors continue
tr warm up their doctrine of «civil-pcaces but with a
diffcrent sauce. Jehcux, Wcber, and Compoére-Morel as-
sert that the economic conditions are not yct ripe for
Socialism, and that thorefore, in order to find tho best
way oot of the present intricate condition of imminent
rufn, It is necessary for masters™ and workmen to unite

it f mm et s e

in friendly unlon. Joheux, who % simply a safcllite
of Loucker (tho Minister of Comme’se), proposcs to form
a «National Economic Councils, in¥which representatives
of the caterpriscs of tha workmen :%)d of the Government
would take part. In the «Leagu? of Nationss thero
oxists an organ of Labour, which, wcording to the designs
of its proraoters, must’ reznlate alyl labour questions on
an international scale and which mist also comprise rep-
rescnlatives of tho governmont, emjoyers, and workmen,
By tho way, Jehicux and Vandervelde fako part in this organ,

All these things taken together are rapidly and un-
restrainably destroyiog the last vestiges of copfidenve
and authority which theso persoi:3 still enfoyed. The
former minority of tho party has a.rcady become its ma~
Jority and hold In thefr hands the #apers and the «cen-
tres» of the party. Tho elcments :tho Right have lost
their influence to such a degree that ;a. tho last Congucss
of tho parly they had not the co.srago evea to brinyg
forvard their resolutions. At the Federation of Gard
Compire-Morel, who, once upon. s iime was » god and
a king, was Joft In such u minority that he was obliged
to withdraw his resolution. _

The masscs arv irresistibly forcidg their leadors niypro
and fore to tho LeR. Tho circuiition of the central
orzan of the French Soclalist party  L'Humanitd, which
in the course of the war, when s paper was in tho
hands of majority socialists, feil to r.a insignificant num-
ber, ran np to a 100,000 as soon 23 {L was taken over
by the minority and the Right had cedied its colluboration.

Populaire, which Is not read'. throughout France,
but only in Paris and the Departmcut of tho Seine, has
attained u circulation of 15,000 cuj,.ca. BBat tho number
of the Ivwpuwlaire which was deve ~d to Soviet-Russia
reached the high numbier of 56,000 coples. At present
all tho elefts papers scll mpidly for instunco — La
Vague, a small very popularly eduniled weekly, edited
by Drison, circulates B8 60,000 cuyvies. The Interna-
tional, a weekly, odited by Perlcai; which openly pro-
clainted Itsolf a Bolshevist organ, 1.3 already, from its
seventh number, s sale of 15.000 cspics. In the Party,
the struggle hetween tho LoR and -3hee Right elemenis
is emphasizing Isoll. The question, of the Lussian
Rovolution; of the Dictatorship of {ho P'roletariat, and
of the Third Internatiopal, give rist to heated debates,
and the orators of tho Right cannog speak on the sub-
jects of Dolshevism, the October sievolution, and the
proletarian Dictatorship, without foatiing meuths, ‘

The so-called eminoritietss (som thing like the Rus-
rian menshevists), who at the preeni moment compose
the majority of the party, uniting =1~ mnost varied ele-
ments, from Paul Faure aod Fros :rt, to Longuot and
Murcel Callien, cling at all costs to ’he idoa of unity und
will not consent to expell the Right »om the parly, trying
to smooth off all angles and reconcii: what s frreconci-
Jablo. Thanks to such a cvursc of sction, L’'Humanitd
for instance, is completely eolourlel-g or such curious in-
stances occur, as' with the Franchry Bill. In order to
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create a level on which all Qic currents would unite
the minoritista, or at any rate, gh{ir LeR cloments, modi-
fied thelr position, and insistes that this scheme nlso
should de brought forward at ke Cougress in the quality
of a resolution on the current momcnt. This pruject was
signed Loth by the Social-patriots:aud by the Minoritists;
but two of our comrades, loriyt and Somone, opposed
to this plan ome of their own mbich had been worked
wut by e«The Socialist Section of the Committce for
Repewing Intersational Relatichss. After a very goud
preface, which speaks of the incypacity of the Bourgeoisio
to repair the general havoc caiked by the war; und of
the necessity of revolution apdi proletarian dictatorship
our comrades proposed the folio¢iog programme:

1, Seizure of power by tho groletariat;

2, iostitution of olligatory insvour;

3, the socialization of all iyeans of production and
exchange, of the lond, of commirce, of transport, under
the immediato administration ofy peasants and workmien;

4, the distribution of all producy,, by means of cooperative
end municipal shops under tho cc;:1rol of labour socleties;

5, tho municipalization of dwc.ung-houses, hotols, etc.;

G, the abolition of the bureag:racy, and the transfer
of the management of all their jfairs to the hands of
the employces;

7, General disarmament, as  result of the union of
all ‘prolctarian republics in the «socialist Internationals.

Not only In the working-clas<'s but a'so in the midst
of the socialist party, in the advqoce-guard of tho prole-
tariat and in the assemblies of the ¢ cderation of the Social*
istic Party, the voting proved clearly that great is already
Le influence of Communism In Fronce. The Interoational
Congress of the Third Internationsl and the formation of
the Bureau gave a strong incentivd 1o self-criticism in tha
party and showed the necossity of an explicit answer to
the question as to whither they yero trending, and what
path they ought to pursue: eithenn with the Communists
in the Third International or stay with Scheidemann in
tho Second Intornational. Jt way this* that forced the
French minoritista to raisy tho qyecstion fn the order of
the day as to what their standaru would be.

This question had been put previously, at the mectings
of the Federation. Only two points of view were brought
forward — that of the minoritisis ehd thet of the Commu-
-niste, The Right elements, {omprse-Morcl, Renaudel and
others, besitatod to propose thekr special resolution as
they felt helpless. The minoritiss 2oint of view was the
following. For tho present we d¢ not definitely decide
0. join the Third International, Lut at the Congross of
the Second International, which wijl be held in the sum-
amer, we shall form the Opposition,having previously tried
to induce the Dolshevists likewisu 10 bc presont. We
shall expel the cxireme Right and undesirable elcments
and thus transform and improve thwiS:cond International.
Should we not succeed in dolag uhls, we shall forsake
the Second Imternational and defipitely join the Third
laternatioas!,

Tho Communlsls. on the contrary, propused to join
the Third international immediately. The voting on these
two djMercot standpoints {3 interesting. At the Congress
of the Ycderation of the Seine, on the question of gen-
cral politics, tho resolution of the minoritlats obtuined
3,51 votes; the resolution of Joriot 2,563; the resolas
tion of Bluhme (a little more Right than the first)
1,298: on the question of the International, the minor-
itists obtained 3,999 votes: Loriot obtained 2,214,
and Bluhme 1,305, For the [ranchise bill, the programme
proposed by the ininoritists received 2,351 votes and that
of foriot 2,015. The first steps towards the creation of
a eccnires are already leing taken, and at the end of
last April was to appear the frst pumber of The Work-
man'y Life. On the cditorial staff, we find on one side
the Socialists Loriot, Somone and Roris Suvorine; aad
on the other the qmdlc.'lhssls Rosener and Monar. 1'nfor-
tunately P'ericnt docs not collaborate tn the work of this
organ but separately edits ‘the paper /International.
However, we hope that in the near future our French
comrades wjll comprchend the necessity of a breach with
the Social-patriots and completo hannony amonyst the
revolulionary elements of the Labour movement in France
in their common struggle for the Third International.
All the conditions necessary for the Revolution are appar-
ent. France is passing through a grave economic and
financial crisis. Ier principal centres of industry are
destroyed; hundreds of towns and villages laid waste;
'Ihe blast-furnaces are extinguished; the mines aro flooded ;
the transport is in confusion. The Rourgeoisic can find
no way of cscape from financial ruin. The victory
has proved a P'serhus victory. Tho French bourgeoisie is
desperately struggling to extricate itsell, in some way or
other, from a rituation in which it is thrcatened with
destruction, but it is trying to arrive at this cnd by the
boldest, barefaced dictatorship. The role of Parliament
Is, in a way evident to everyone, reductd to a nonentity,
The entire Bourgeois press stands openly for the govern-
ment.  Milltarism, with state of sicgze and wmartial law,
are predominant in France. The lalour organizaiions are
persccuted, thu press miyreflessly curtailed. The French
Bourgeolsic is flourishing the sword and trylog to force
its dictatorship on to all Furope. Paris has become
the centre of universal reaction. But all these attempts
only reveal, more clcarly, to the cycs of the proleturiat
in Franco and In other nations, that-the Bourgcoisle is
helpless, and that the only way out of this situatibn e
through Revolution and Socialism.

At the same time, the idea of Communism, which
until so recently exercised only an Insignificant influcnce,
is now growing and apreading. (ne of the last ramparts
of Imperialism is rapidly falling to pieces. \Wo cannot
predict exactly to a day, or tc a month, when the Itevo-
lution will break out, but tiat France is now on the
eve of Revolution can be asscried with conflidonco.
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Democracy and Eclshevism.

The Bern conferenvo Lias hrought to light that the
hatred towards bolshevism, i. i towards tho social
revolution, has brought forth a fairly strong counter-
revolutionary current, not in  the working masses
whose sympathies are instinctively as well as rationally
with the (fighting proletariat, but in & considerable
part of the trade-union and soclalistic headquarters.
This current must W6 prevented i possible from doing
harm.

I, under cover of theoretical speculations, which
Ly the way, have very little, mostly pothing to do
with geauine socialist principles, wo ceusure, openly or
biding under clever formulas, the mighty struggle of
Saviet Kussia,--thon we, whether we wish it or no,
serve Interaational reaction and support It in 13 crimi-
nal enterprise against the first peoplo that victoriously
proclaimed the rule of labour and shown the firm
intention of rreating a new social order. And if at the
same time we weigh the respective merits of democraey
and dictatorship by help of an obsolete  phraseology,
do wo not understand that we thereby enconrage the
reactionary iasolence of the so-called democratic govern-
ments, which like the French republie, bhave berome
the hotbed of all anti-labour movement and the strong-
hold of capitalistic defence? We thus contribute to
*forter, in the ‘public opinion; already poi<oned by shane-
less press campaixng, a feeling of enmity towards the
pations slni;:gling for revolution. This in turm  facll-
itates all those mueasures 10 which the sense of dan-
ger drives the jet ruling middle classes of other
rountrivs,

The adulators of so-called Jemocratic principles and
despisers of the Inevitable dictatorship of tho prole-
turiat thus Joad the guns of Murmansk, Archange
and (hlrssa, just as they help to rreate tho atmosphere
in which this vilest of I alwminutivna, this greatest
of all crimca, is made possible. A France, putting itsclf
at tho head of an international rall, that the war
against  the Russia of the peavanta and workmen
represents, such are the palpable fruits of their policy.
Against it we must protest amd fight with all our
strength,

It jndecd requires a cortain amount of impudenco
to bandy words about tho advantages and drawharks
of the Russian revolution ut @ moment when that same
in attacked on alf sides Ly tho enemies of soclaliam,
and when we have not Ueen ablo finally, neither in
Englaad nor in France, 1o force our eapitalistic govern-
ments 10 recall our troops and raiso the criminal
blockade intrnded to starve more twn & - hondred

million men, or to withdraw the assistan®: given 10 the
adveatures of Koltchak and Denikin, wh:e vodisguised
ajm s the reestablishment of Tzaris. yad yet we ave
supposed to bo in parliamentary oppositto, that oven
gocs a3 far 83 obstruction. Where' the:s are the pro-
tests of the trads unions, that in udi~en with us
aim at a poweriul mass ‘action? I thej French prole-
tariat rests contentegd with what is qwing done, it
will find it diflicult 10 shake off tha?! responsibility

for this crimioal expedition, undertaketd by s mas-
thiy

ters, when called 10 account befure trilunal of
history.
Furthor, it must be ruid that we’ are ceither

politically mor mworally anthorized to prsc as moral-
ists and critivs of .thosu who since Moyember, 1917,
have taken up tho overwhelming burard of dirceting
tho first victorious sucial revolution. J#f us frst save
that revolution, let us prevent the Allidd imperialists
from smothering i1, let us force 'our baukers, manu-
facturers and government lickspitties to ¢0d this ruthiess
war, this crusade of reartion. After that.€but only alter
that, wo muay take up our discourscs 9w the question
of methods again, If & member of our fandly ia atiacked
by highwaymen in a wood, it is not f# friends and
relations _to start a discus-ion as to whethdr Qe unfortunate
was right or wrong in going-_into the wi»«l unarmed,
but to hasten to his ald as quickly as po:tible,

Tho Russian socialists, who are at &dids with the
bolsheviks, have at last underxtood 1133 elementary
truth. At present completo woanimity rei:ns among all
socialistic and laboup circles in the matter of all and
any kind of forcicn intervention, that radld and can
only serve 1hé interests of countervevolu§on In ull its
shapes and forms., That woves to hape, WRat vhe hand-
ful of socialists Yyho have cmigrated fromt Ruseiz and
Kive vent to thelr passionato uccusailond against the
bolshoviks In our capitals (without suceess by the »ay,
except  with the bourgeolsic and the cakinct social-
Ist3) will soon give vp this enterprise. !Shonld they
not do 30, they would oppose the entire tevolutionary
Russia that has just erccted a united iront ngaios
its inner and outer enrmice. We will hope that the
Russian examplo of revolutionary concord will be imi-
tated here und that those comrades, Whose edemo-
cratice spirit Is otfended by the soviet system, will
spare. thoir critivism for another time, fir tho timo
when they will have forced Fronch «democracys to give
up 8 policy that reminds all too vividly of th¢f worst period
of German imprrialism.

Padl Paure.
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Wheit the peace treaty of I¥est- Litovsk was signed
between the representatives of the Ruscfan Soclalist Fed-
eral Sovict Republic and the reprosentatives of the
fierman Fmpire, the bourgecicl press of the Allies, and
particulatly the French, spnrml' no imprecations, caulum-
nies, ahoke and indigoation. 1 100k pleasnro fn show-
ing to tho mosses, intondeated during four year: hy the
polsen of bellicose journallam, socialist Russia on 118
koees Lefore  German imperialism, accepling  without
discuesicn the diaronic conditigns imposed by the Ger-
nman General Siaff and the metal industey of Germany.,
In signtug the Brest treaty, the lolshesiks knew what
they wire alout. Lenin dn pprticalar cherished  high
hopes of the final victery ofsaccialism, and asserted,
that thourh momentarily weakemed, owing to chauvinism,
the German revolution will not n the least ho retarded
hy the fact of a =cparate phace, that linperialism
will end by complete exposure, ‘that the example of the
Rncslan swcialist repablic will tontinue to animate the
sativns of the entire earth, snd that s influence will
he tremendous.  «No Marxists, ®ays lanin in the irre-
futalle theses of his teport om the peace, < no socialist
in zencral could dispute, without denying the fandamental
principles of marxism, that the interests of socialism
are superier to the right of a natien to sclf-determi-
nation,

The Vertailles peace representa one of the consequences
of the peace of Brest. Brest has turned against the Ger-
man imperiblists : soon Versailles, the Brest of the Allies,
will wrn against the Eotente.

Il one rpeads the peace treaty attentively one might
take it for the work of an insidious Iariz jourpalist, of a
subtle joker, a master of irony. One may rocogniso the taluns
of the chicf cditor of the Homme Libre of the sliger.»
One is astonished to miss fn this document an article
stipulating that the most Veautifnl German women be
delivered over to the French Geoceral Staff. Why could
not one alto have stipulated for the emasculation of all
male infants Lora during a period of fifty years afer
the sigoing of the treaty 2 The paragraph of section
Eourtecn relating to the xuaruntees, ond commencing

us: «If Germany (aithfully executer the clauses of the
treaty, a gradual evacuation is intended...» Is of a
savoury frony. And vet the dunditions, bard as they
are, are far from ratisfying the feudal imperialisty und
the military party. Marshal Foch, the very twin brother
of General Hoffinann, has becn complaining bitterly that
the period of evacoation had been fixed at” ffteen years
instead of thitty. And really, ona is astonished at this
relative Indulgence of the Allin| diplomats, for from o

cioot-Litovsk to Vorscillas,

military ;'mint everything is Sustifiable and estrategic
interostss  kuow no hounds. In the manilesto of
the International of the 9th Reptember, 1870, Karl
Marx wrote:  «If it Is military interests thut
are to deterinine pational boundaries, terr(torinl re-
vendications will pever bw ended, for every military
demarcation line nocessarily has some drawback or other
and may be improved by the annexation of adjacent terri-
tory; ou the other hand, frontiers can never be fixed dofin-
ftely und equably, for they are of neceseity impused upon
the defeated by the victor, thus in consequence hearing
within themselves the germs of frech wars.»

In order to hait the masses, the plenipotentiaries of
Vorsailles have invented several points that had been
developed during the war by the press, the social-pa-
triotic or social-pacifistic organs pot excepted. They
concerued the definition of responsibilities, — William 11 fy
indicted for having offended against public merality and
the suered authority of treaties. A demand for extra-
dition has already been addressed to Hollapd and ae-
cepted. And these righteous men, these'inexorable adminis-
tratars of justice are very severe indeed to the nnfortunate
Hohenzollern; but did they ever think of accusing the
murderer Czar of all the Rucsias, whose erimes are count-
1¢83 and whom their political and financial support made
the cuslavement of the Russian proletariat possible,  In
this question of respontibility the documents pnblished
by Ccmrade l'okrovsky and the Manifesto of the .Com-
munist International to the workers of the world give
definite and incontestuble judgment.

Similarly, in the hope of hedging in the r;u-lmlnntry
movement and to facilitate the “work of the social-trait-
ots, the trealy provides for permanent organisation
meant «to ensure physical, moral and intcllectual well-
being of wage lahourers.» What is tha good of such
delusion ? Tho political, territorial, fndustrial, economical,
financial, mililary, acrial, etc... by their very wording.
show up the brutal illimited imperialism of the Allird
Powers. Germany is treated like Persia, and like I'oland
of yore. The watchword of the worst  English and
Freneh jingoes: Delenda Germania, Is strictly applied.
The partition of Germany, het annihllution has been
decided by the international aksoclation of criminals,
that goes by the pompous name of the Lengue of
Natlops.

Auod in the end cnfeebled Germany is brought face
to face with a «Greater Ententa.s The Leaguo of Natlons,
as Comrade Tchitcherin very justly remarked in an later-
view nccotded to the Jsvestin, "I but an ecnlarged
coalition.s A few days before the signing of the treaty,
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thy central commitico of the very bourgeois league
of the Rights of Man itselfl declarcd, that the Leugue
of Natfons threatened to become reduced 10 o League
of the Allies, ruled by the great military Powers
directed by governments net  subject 1o the control of
their peoples.

Here appears in its entirely the criminal <topidity of
the social-traitors, who. since the invention of the for-
mula of the League of Nations, declared themselves its
determined partisans, and made it the supreme weajpon
of their «soclalists propaganda, econemically and politi-
cally.

This [esgue of Nations, which succecded in_enrolling
somio neutral states, who, since the fall of Germany
sold themaolves economically and politically 10 the Kne
tente, (Switzerland, for example) is, a3 the internation.
alist revolutionaries  asseried, constitnted us
furmidable counter - ravelutionary league aw  opposed
to the Universal Soviet Republic, I8 is directed not
only against Germany, but against tho labour movement.
Thus, under cover of «dizarmaments the peace treaty pro-
vides for the orgunisation of white guards, the sole task
of which will cunsist in crushing the revolutionary move-
met of the masses. Demincratic Switzerland, that calls
ftzolf the olidest of republics and democracies, has estab-,
lisbed & white guard corps, the earmy polices, long
before tho treaty of Vernallles,

The Versailles treaty means the viclory of brutal and
cynical fmperialism and the defeat of the moderate and
elegant imperialism incarnated in President Wilson. The
ireaty of Versailles copseeratos the triumph of counters
revolution, ro perfectly symbolised "by the dictator Clo-
menceay, whase work the treaty, in lts maju (ssuoes, is.
France, which chatterbox politiclans, penny dailies und
the roclal-patriots like to represent as the country of
revolution, as the couniry that i« in thk vanguard of prog-
roes, justice and civilizauos, is, on the contrary, the

el e

country of military reaction and the nyst appaling vounter-
revolution, '

Howover gread ‘the temporary vetory of counter-revo-
lution in the West may be, the Lstguc of Nations can
Dot escapa ruin, for it bears withio it own self the antuy-
onfsms and rivalities existing Letweon its various parti-
cipants, which aro ut present lcmpoﬂ‘-rll)" dormant, owing
1o the brutal partition of the Germ:t® «poil. It is precisely
becauso the Versailles treaty jx dindted against the re-
volutionary movement, that it witt remain merely a
piece of paper b,

If the resulta of the Versailles sreaty were such as
the ‘signatories expect, they would ovidently be disastrous
10 the revolutionary amd sovies megement; but fortun-
ately, tho plenipotentiarics, whose spliere- of vision
is limited, have reckoned withont considering history,
which makes men, but s not madd by men. If wen
like Wiison, Lansdowne, Iord Gre  etc., somolimes
kave proofs of & certnin wederation n cortain wisdom,
and il in their epeeches and articless they ullowad thas
tho Society of Nations is 10 be 1K new Charter of
hamanity, it s precisely because th'y foresaw the rd
future and pourished the sccrol hope ©f attenuating the
vivlence of it outburst. The frank -ounter-rovolution-
aries have won tho game at Verruil?s and that is very
Kood, for they in their turn will scon be defeated by
the revolutionurics.

I am firmly convinced that the Vérsailles treaty will
serve as leaven to.the dough of revolstion.

Henti Guilbeaux.

et

) Sore weoks 8go, one of the chidl representatives of
the German capitalist clase, Dr. liass, dltinred ot a meoting
of the Democratic Party at Frankfort: ,liperialism will goa-
yver at the I'vace Conference. fur it is str.nger than Wilson's
will; but Entente hnperislissn will meit atay ao did the Oor-
Baa, and prepare the way bor bolehovism:, '

———a e o
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Franz Mehring.

Frant Mcbring, the patriarchfe! German Communism,
died in Berlin on the 3rd of Fepyuary.

In truth, the rich man loses y»s enemy the poor man
loses bis friend.

Karl Liebknecht and Rosa iysembourg were killed
by scoundrels. who call themschas e«social-democratss,
Franz Mehring was brought to Kih grave by an ilincss.
the fatal issue of which was, ol 5 durse, hastened by the
piratical campaign undertaken by 8¢ , tidemann & Co.,against
the Uerman working class.

Franz Mehring was born in g s40. His age, there-
fore, at present would be 78 ye.,~ Novertholess, up to
quile recent limes, Franz Mehrivg preserved all his good
Kpirits, and his friends, in fact, wgid call him the young-
est of German Communists.

Mehring was born of an 4ndej@nient bourgeoise family
and received quite a bourgoois egication. Tho first years
of his work passed in the ranksjyou the bourgeoisic : for
some years he even conducted ag active struggle against
the thon German social-democracs

In the eightien the opinions & $Franz Mehring had
undergone a radical alteration: §\lehring went over to
the side of the working class.

What scems so characteristic §{ Mchring is that his
relations with German social-derdctucy are formed just
at tho moment whon it is beirg f-ubjected to the most
violent porsecution, both by the §.crman Government and
the German bourgeoisie. It is j{ 5 during tbe years of
tho exceplional law sgainst sociy..ji4! at a time when
all new-comers withdrew from i:man social-demoeracy,
when ail so-called erespectables gniple consider it a duty
to denoonde German social-demc, icy, when the intel-
Jectuals fice from the Labour pagy as from a pest, that
Frans Mehring came to the eonuion that it was his
doty to support the Labour p§riv, oppressed, perse-
cuted and denounced by the hatrzg of the bourgeoisic.

Franz Mehring thus became 3 pnémber of the German
Social-Democratic Party. Not m®:2 ycars passed before
he occupled, together with Bebgi! Wilhelm Lichknecht
and Singer, one of the most piJninent places in jt. A
brilliant publicist, he soon became ;2 icnace to the bourgeois
press. His blows were always to %5 point. His pamphlets
against Stekker (1882) and agaitd$ the celobrated August
Richter (1892) at once won for ha¢ a distinguished place
in German journalism. Every poigi-al pamphlet of Franz
Mehring becomes -an  important guterary and o somo
extent political event. Every aryile of Mchring strikes
hard at his opponent. Every liteig;'v arrow of this distin-
guished fighter goes siraight tow.Kds s target.

Franz Mcbring was also 8 powerful Marxist theore-
tician. In him we find the rare combination of a brilliant
pamphicteer and an incomparable political journalist.
Melring was considered the first journalist in Germany,
a distinguished historian and theorctician and a scholar.
In the sphere of historical research, Franz Mehring gave
us a8 most brilliant example of materialist ronception
of history. The celrbrated work of Mechring, «legond of
Lessinge in, without any doubt, ono of the lcading
works of materialist historical and Marxian literary
eriticism.

Mehring's «History of German Social-Democracys in
particularly well known. This book is not [ree from
errors. For instance, that part of the appreciation given
by Mchring of the position taken by Lasale, which does
not coincide with the position occupied by Marx, has
heen repeatedly and quite correctly subjected 1o criticism.
Mehring would *not sce the extent to which Marx was.
justilied in hisx struggle against certains parts of the
doctrine of Lavale (questions of epatriolisms» and so on).
Notwithstanding this, however, Mchring's work in question
is & valuable one in tho history of the international la-
bour moyement.

In the nincties, at tho heginning of the struegle
between the revisionists and the Marxists, Franz Mcbring,.
without the least hesitation, immediatcly occupied a
position as opponent of the revisionists. Together with
Rosa Luxembourg, Kautsky, and Parvus (Kautsky and
Parvus were at that time still gocialists) Franz Mehring
opened & litcrary campaign against tho compromisers of-
thoso times, tho revisionists. The hlows struck by Mebring
at the revisionists were always fatal to them.

For a long time Franz Mehring edited the newspaper
of the Leipzig workers The Leipzige Volks - Zcitung
These years were the best of Mchring's literary work.
His work put the Leipzig mewspaper on an_ hitherto un-
attained footing. Thanks to him, the organ of the Leiprig
workers orcupies the chief place in the socialist press of
the whole world.

Later on, Franz Mchring hecame one of the editors
and the most distinguished collaborator of the scientific
magazine of German social-democracy, Die Ncue Zecit
The lcading articles ot Mehring in this magatzine, which
he signed by the mark ol an arrow, were always a
model of literary elcgance aud consistency.

During 1900-10 the chief editor of Die Nceue Zeit,
Karl Kautsky, began to turn to the right. Kautsky
endcavoured to form a middle group, «the centre groups.
Kautsky began to, vascilate bhetweon supporters of
Ross Luxembourg and the revisionists — Bera-
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stein, David & Co. For a short time, Mehring occupied
a neutral position in this struzzle. But it was cot
long belore Kranz Mehring  became  convinced that
Kautsky deviated from the position of Marxisin and shame-
fully boirayed Marzian doctrine to the outrazos of bour-
geois  lacyueys, who call themselves social-democrats.
Without the least hesitation, Franz Mehring doclared
war upon his old collaborator, Karl Kautsky. Gradually
the struggle - becamue more and more acute, uatil at
length Franz Mohring broke definitely with the charactor-
less Kautzky and his group.

Even before the war German Bolsheviksa formed a
<left-radicals group, as it is called in Germany. Frans
Mebring, Clara Zetkin and Rosa Luxembourg came
forward as the first resoguised theoresicians of this group.
Not long afterwards this group was joined by Kari Lieb-
knecht, a8 one of ity political leaders.

Then the Imperialist War hroke out.

O)n the 4th of August, 1914, German social-democracy

voted in favour of military ‘credits and in this mannper.

went definitely over to the side of the bourgeoisie. Karl
Kaufsky put all his erudition into the movement in order
hy pseudo-Marxian arguments to justily the abject treason
committed by Scheidemann & Co.” Karl Licbknecht was
the only one to vote against the war credits, and thus
saved the honour of the German working class. Fran:
Mcblring did not hesitate for one scrond; he put himself
at once with Lichknecht aad declared war upon the gocial-
<hauvinists,

At a moment when the debaoch of chauvinism at-
tained its highest point in Germany, when the whole of
COerman social-democracy cringed at the feet of its adored
monarch Wilhelm, when everyone in Germany was in-
tovicated with chauvinism, and when amongst the
working class there was a particularly strong outhurst of
hatred towands the English, Franz Mebring, together
with Clara Zetkin and Rosa Luxembourg, camo forward
with the first manilesto in which ¢xpression of {raternal
feelings towards English workers and to the whole work-

ing International is made. It ix mecessary to recall the

atmosphere of that time, impreguated with goneral hatred,
in omler to upderstand the complete signilicance of the
letter in question. It was tho first swallow of the
Third Interoational.

Franz Mchring was unable to attend the Zimmerwuld
Conference. But he went us & letter, full of friendly
support.  In this letter he stated: estrike not only at
the Scheidemaany, ‘hut expnse the supporters of the
half and hall ecentres, lead by characterless Kautsky.s

Wilkelm's cligne put Franz Mehring into prison. le,
an 6ld man of 50 years, was kept in aimost unbearahle
conditions. But, as we are aware, the. Wilhelm cliquo
did not always act so shawmefully as tho Scheidemann gang
acts now. Franz Mehring was reloased from prison, and
withont delay he again set about bis work in the. ranks
of the German PRolsheviks. He wrote illeral articles,
collahorated in the illegal newspaper Spmrtokue, sent
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correspondonce about the Qerman lahour movemcnt to
the Swisg international press,' kept 4n touch with youn er
comrades, encouraging and ealling ihem on to strugyle.

Licbknecht and Rosa Luxcmbourg in prison, (lara
Zetkin ill, for a time almost (2 wholo intellectual
leadership of tho Spartacus grous was placed on the
shoulders of old Mehrirg. And Meliing manged his task
in the most brilliant mianner,

Right from the very first thund- poals of the Russian
Revolution Mchring was entirely ¢ o the side of the
Bolsheviks. Akselrod, Martolf, and « ,icr menshoviks, whe
for many years had perzonal ties ¥ I all tho loaders of
German social-deinocracy including *ranz Mebring lim-
#elf, endeavourcd by m-:ans of false *‘formation to inspire
Mehring with the idea that the M-ishoviks are ruining
tho Russian Rovolwlion. Dut Mehring : ‘warved the meushe-
vik falsehood and remained wholly ¢« our sido . . .

We recollect tho position of affa’ 3 immodiately after
the conciusion of tho Brest Pence. : Ve were told that
German workers would appreciate €3 '3 peace first of all
as our hetrayal of the German ji.lclariat.. In those
mcmorable, diflicult. mournful days(:: Would have been
difficult to find a® calumny that wa'? not heaped on nur
heads. In the German press the foilr “ers of Scheidemann
and the supporters of Kaut«ky did not; “isdain to repeat tho
scandal which way circulated about : ; in Russia by our
nutacrous enemies.. At this momeut 1 -anz Mebring raised
a voice of pootest. He eame forwas i with a cclebrated
article on the Brest Peace, in wh 't he propletically
forctells the moment when the Bi & Peace will tura
itsell against the German Jmperial « who forcod this
peace on tho exhausted Ruwsian wor. ,r.

Since that time, as often ay |- .ible and as ollca
as his health permitted him, Franz M aring did uot cease
to send us article after article, in’ hich ho associatos
himsell with @y, Communists, in the: ot complete aud
unambhiguous manner.

When the Czacho-Slovak counter: :volutionary revolt
broke out, when the right soclal-reve “itienaries sad the
mensheviks forced us to unsheath out sword and rvsort
to the Hed Terror, the cawp.. ol calumay
against the Bolsheviks aupmented pur.cularly in forvign
countrics. During this time the whole -<uropean bourgeois
and eompromisers’ pross wrote agaios'; us with maddened
hate and unbeliovable eynicism.

Again the agod Frany Mekring “used himself and
in one momorable avticle of that tim s states: eludeod,
were the ho'sheviks ton times vwoi?, 'merciless in thoir
strugyle 'against the enemies of the 'r..:tacian revolution,
historical truth would neverthcless reu \in' oa their side!s
And Mebring adds: «If tho Dolshevib*remain in power,
their exploity will be blessed by the = .7oking clasy of the
whole world, Jut il a united reactiont>ucceeds in over-
throwing them, then tho werkingiclas$ it the whole world
will b thrown back for many docade~

When the Spartacus group changec$its pame into the
Communist I'arty, old Franz Mehrin;» ixis as happy as
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a child. He called hiwmsolf proily by the name of (‘om-
munist and reflccted with plea,ure that he would he able
tr devole the rest of his day to work in the ranks of
this party.

Quite recently we had an » casion to conver~e with
onc of the lcadors of the Your:® Spartacus League. With
what warmnth and tendermess .1 this comrade speak of
the sold man», Franz Mchring,: Ile conveyed .to us the
most cordial and friendly grect s from him.

Now Franz Mehring is deac « Ho died but a few days
alter bis personal fricods K. Lichbknocht and Rosa
Luzembourg bad been brutaly murdered, died at @
moweut when the stiuygle for ,.clmmunism in Germany
entered upon its final stage .

Many workers ol the olde yenoration have turned
their backs on us during I:.:(.} years. We accom-
papied poople like Valian, Alckhanofl te the grave
with feclings of sorrow. Weraere grateful to them
for the colossal work performed by them at a time when
they firmly breached the currer’, of opposition, when they
paved the way to Socialism. (x:: the other hand, we were
indignant’ al the bourgroia pi.icy ¢onducted by .them
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during the latter ycars of their lives and the enormous
harm which they brought to the working elasw eause,

It was with entirely difforent feelings that we ae-
companicd Franz Mehring to the grave. We bent our
beads with respect before the yrave of the old and noble
fixhter.

The reader will remember the figure € the 20-year-
nld youth, the Spartacist, who, after the wuppresion of:
the Spartakns uprising, was compelled under (he threat of
a revolver to shout, «lLong live Scheidemann ' and who,
as he died. shouted elong livo Lichknecht!s This is the
kind of Communist yorfh that Germany possesses. This
figure of a welf-sacrificing youth will remain forever an
ineomparable example of sell-sacrifice and loyaity to the
workern' cause. Together with him, in the Paatheon of
Communism, will ever stand before our eyes the figure
of & mau, bent and gray with age, but inflexible in his
Commiunixin, & man who all hiy life, right up to his last
moment, sknew but oue powoer. but one fiory passions
the styiggle for the victory of werld wide communinrm

0. Zinevieft.

¥7. Volodarsky.

(1891—1918).

On thoe 2204 duy of June E.di Puiruggad unvisled
s monument erccted 10 the begnvdd leader of the city's

workers, the ardent proletarian ¢itune, who a year ayo, .

(June 20, 1918),"foll by the hays of ap assa sin, 8 traitor
1o the Jabouring class.

<Urtil nows, said Comrade ANoviev ui tho umvelling
of Volodursky statne, «we have gpen erccting monumente
tn the fighters of pust opochs. ¢, the courso of the last
two yoars we have crected they, to such eminent wen
as Tchermyehoveky, Kaliayef, dazscs. This day we unvei’
the first monument dedicated i one of our own day-,
to the champion of the proletaciin revolution, Comrade
Volodarskys.

Born in the Government of ) slynls, in the family
of 8 Jew, a tailor- by profesaion, g olodarsky from carliest
youth devoted himself 1o revationnry work, tearing
himgelf therefrom only In ®0 :r as was neccssary. in
order to salisfly his thirst for kixiwledge. Afer working
for a few years in the «DBund~ %) Southern Russia and
geiting s taste of prison life, bi' cmigrated to America
in 1913; there he worked in 3 :.ilpring fartory, entercd
the international tailors’ trade vny\ 1 and jolned the Ameri-
can Socialist Party.

eUp to the day in which[;hc salled for * Russia
(Apri), 1917), says Comrado Vory~f in his reminiscences
of him, ho wag active in party wik, as agitator. prope-

sandist and journalist, working among Jowish, Russiau
and Englizh proletarians, manifesting tho same character-
Istic which had distingufshed him in Petrograd: »tera
asceticism, complete renunciation of personal interest, --
ke reserved not a minute for himsolf, but gave all his Vioe
to the party, t the labouring class.

He had long pined for Russia; the February revo-
lution only hastencd hig departure, and fn May, 1917, he
was in Pctrograd and at once flung himsull inte the
vortex and joincd the ragks of the Jolsheviks.™

This Is how Comrade A. Lunatcharsky depicted him in
a speech delivered at a sitting of the Potrograd Sovicet
two days after his death:

+This man, sprung from a Jewish worker's [amily,
afer pasaing tho ordeal of American emigration, seetnid
to bring from beyond thn ocean a certain metallic clec-
tric quality, a cjpacity for compressing and making the
most of time, sumcthing tharp and cutting foreign 1o the
softer Slavic nature, something reminding one of a well-
tempered blade and really yiclding an efficient -weapon
in & struggle which, a< he used 10 say, can “be scttled
by arins alone. llis speech was always 1o the point und
as deadly as s rapicf. And for this ho was hated.

¢A young man, but recently arrives, he kept in the
background. Thus it was until July, up to the defeat
which our party «wuffered then. Comrade Lenin had 1o
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fiy, Zinoviey was rescued, Trotzky was fmprisoned, the
Bolsheviks were being killed on the streets, our news-
papers wero sappreseed and our organizations dissolved.
At that timo those who stood in the second row had to
move to tho frous, and tha first among these waa (‘-
rade Volodarsky. Ata monment when a nian might easily
have lost his head, he said® «Not one step backs. Ho was
one of those who could inspive with courage hourts
shaken by a firet failure.”

«From that timo Volodarshy occupind daily a move
conspicious place in our party, We felt” that wo could
hardly cxpect to find another an so true, of such iron
strepgth. Wherever a breach was discovered, a weak
apot, there Volodarshy was to be found. \When tho ques-
lion arose, of who should direct the propaganda in Pciro-
grad, we safl: «Volodarskys. When it became neces-
rary to organizo a newspaper which should peactrate into
tho very centre of the working class life, Do thoir very
own, speak their language and express their thoughta,
we sall: gthe editor of such a paper must be Volo-
darskys. And thesn answers given by us, tho leaders of
the rentre, were always grate{ully received by the prole-
tariat. Yes, they felt that this man, who cainn out of

their midst and rcturned to them with much knowledge,.

wilh great scllpossession in tactica, was their own jour-
nalist, their pen, their tribunes,

«And he was feared, rey;arded with jndignation, hissed
at; abuscd; otbers found gentler works; he was rough

of speech, the pervonification of the labouring classes; that.

rlags loves not to wear whito gloves in speaking their
wminds ; they tell things as thoy are. And when in apoak-
g to the Lourgeoisie, you tell things as they are, it
becomes frenzied and revengeful. Dut if it takes off
ity whitegloves, it shows its claws and mercilessly plunges
them into Its adversars’s throat. However, when it
is frightened and quakes with terror, it demands humane
treatment and pcntleness and crics with hawred: «8ce,
of them all, Volodarsky is the most embittered», He was
the most truthful of men, had the most correct compre-
hension of ‘Uhe xight correlations of men and things.
At dificult momenty when we frequently would go.to Volo-
darsky, talk to him a while, listen 10 his metallic voice,
his srdent eloquent spdech, which, as the bourgeois papers
themselves acknowledged, often converted a hostile audi-
ence into friends of cur party, we sald to ourselves:

yes, — such faith as this can rc .adle any ldrch, any
candlo that has becoma temporarily .extingulsheds,

+This assassination surely wax ot accidental. 1 do
not believe it to have been acciden *l. Thoy picked out
the man who appcared to them ... miost dungerous, '
Thy detalls of the conspiracy are-u - known to me, but
there is logic In ft: And, on thejrHccursed Nevshy, n
their papers, -they explain and ji'tity their selection
of Volodar«ky. They hated this @ik ne of the Jahourine
class with particular batred.  But yow  comrades, they
may poseaibly be regretting their se<-t, i€ In directing the
murdering lu'md. they were guided v anything like con-
scinug reasoning. For Comrade Zino%iev was right when
he said that such men do not di¢'; vricy rise from their
graves in fll armour, glants. - -t~Such victims never
stay buried. 1 saw to-day Volodar<: y's hody and 1 did
not produce on me the Imprvssion® o: o corpse. I could
not realizo that he was Jonely, (Mie; that he had gone
from ue. I saw him onveloped th i infinftely radians
atmosphere, ereated by the many 1t surrounded him
the statuelike Red-anny men, fwoovably on  guard,
and all these whispering workingnk'i; animated by such
mixed fecliogs of love and hatred, 3~ and that working
woman who wept over him as 9vi® g gon, — verily
like the sculpturod Madonna of Clri'ilan art mourning
the Christ, the son, mot of her b&d-71! but of her class.
And ] tell you at the mowent wipn' he departed from
this lifc bo acquired lifo eternall You sing thap his
meniory may endure forever: it wi.! and it shall and
it will ot bo & hollow memory lirc the brazen efligies
ou public squares; it Is a memory it will rudiate rovo
Jutionary enerry. He has gone %~ tho slecp of the
immortals, whither have goue 1l !erous of the great
Freoch Revolution and tho victims & the Coiumune, and
somo of the dear comrades “who ~1: ! in our owam rovo-
Intion. And Jio stands in the front r' v of them, teacher
and fizhter. Such men are immortal; C-sy are unkillable..
Thoy givn their whole heart. to & civ o which Is eternal
Volodarsky gave to the canse of t'.:: abouring class his
blood uato tho last drop. And theu~ 'rv shall his mem-
ory endure forever, & memory hero~.jinstrucuve, uplifi-
ing to courage and energy, — n {1 mary before' which
let his enemies tremble and which« Il ever bo our joy
and our prides. '

M,
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7 of Nosa Luxersura ond Leo Jogines.

(From personal reminiscences).

In devoting this article te§the wmemory of comrades
Luxemburg and Jogilies, I con-aino their nawmes not only
becausy they shared the same b «{—a martsr's death at
the hand= of the Vbrutal henchijad of the German social
1Faitors,-- but also  because thewpe two eminent promoters
«f the cause wore closoly bourp in life by a thirty years
fricndship and joint labour in thE ervice of the same ideas.

Rosa bLuxemburg was begs In 1870, in the small
l}»lish town of Zamo~t, in ug:ohco wealthy, but later
hnproverished, Jewish family. 181 the beginning of the
cighties the family moved to ¥ 4;saw and Rosa entered
s girls’ school. She preserveq - gne brightest memories
of her [amily life. licr mother. wus a cultured woman,
Sha Joved to read with hesyepildren tho: creations of
Polish and German pocls, Dy ghe impressionable girl
wrew passionatcly fond of poetry, and under the influence
of these works hersell began «uiwrite verse.
apecially devoted to Mitskewitchfinid in her later literary
work you will wot often find¥u {Polish article whervin
dovs uot oceur some quotationygrvm one or unnother of
his pocms, The family frequédtiv sufored (rom actual
want and often even the beddify gvas pledged for & lew
roubles; but even that did nol gy¢voke,—as such things
1o often du, — bitterness or desgeksion of spirit. 1 re-
member Rosa relatlng how oi3p-{she lit the lamp with
a_scrap of puper, which alerwfr proved to have becn
the Jast money in the house which her father had pro-
curod with great difficulty. Theft!1 man not only did not
punish his daughter, but, afiersterovering from tho first
shock, comforied hor wilh jests awout the oxpensive match.
This sunny moral atmosphere undgnisindly aided the develop-
wment of the Intelicctual gifts of tav¢dom’s (uture champion.

These giRs wero remarkaly: and showed already at
school. Kosa graduated from thezeynnasiom with honours,
and that she did not receive tf« kolden medal was due
wnly to tho fact that the govers:3 wan cucpicious of her
wpolltical bonestys,

Thesce suspicions proved welp tdunded: ns n schoolyirl
xhe ulreads belonged to+a chifict of youthful socialists,
where pamphlets were read, gpyolished by the party
calling itsell «The l‘rol(-tarlal-; agd dremﬁul of poing to
work among the laboaring clasg. $ut the polico were not
nxleep, and, as early ns IHBH,: 18-year-old +conspi-
rators had to seek refuge abrgwd Mer .Aight was ar-
ranced by Cowrade Caspijak, #1 that time the cleverest
conspirator of the party, who sBivpquently ended his life
on’'the gallowa

Luxembutg found hersell 1A Anrich. There ghe lived
in the family of & German emgropi, a saclal-democratic

She wae

journalist, Dr. Karl Lioleck. He was married to a Polish
woman, and Rosa felt at home In that famils. Libeck
was a very clever man of vast knowledge, but desper-
ately ill, a paralytic. The warmest friendship sprang up
betwern him and the young student; under his dictution
she wrote the articles with which he carned his livehood
and talked with him for hours, continuing her studies
under his guidance. Comrade Luvemburg in these brst
years of her studentship uadoubtedly owed much to this
exceptiozable man.

In 1891 Rosa became acquainted with Cowrnde Jogihes,
I pussess no information on his earlier yonth, neither,
s0 far as I know, do uthers who worked with him for
many years. This i3 explained by the fact that Jogihes
disliked to speak of himsell and never confided anybody
with his personal affairs. There may possibly be friends
who know him more jntimately, if so they will tell of his
childhood and early youth.

1 will relate what | succeeded in finding ont: Feo
Samuilovitch Jopihies was born in Vilna in 1567, in ®
vory wealths Jewish family, Ho commenced early to
participate in the revolutionary wovement; and in IRQQ
was arrested by the Vilna police, «for active pl’up'lmmdt
of anti-gevernment ideas among the workmeas. le was
sentenced to four months’ prisonment, then was placed
under police surveillance. Tn 1900 he fled abroad, <o us
o elude military scrvice. Finding himself in Switzerland,
ho entered Into relations with Plehhanoff but soon differcd
with him and Jeft him. It was & time when very ugly
conditions obtained {n Russian social democratic circles,
The movement waz (it just hegioning in Ru~sia; and
Plekhanofl arbitrarily managed the emigration, Whosoever
did not settle matters with him personally, fell fnto dis-
grace, and his right 0 the name of rocial-democrat was
disputed. Comrade Joglhes was not of un accommodating
teniper and would not submit Yo' such & régime. Mo was
soon joined by other members of the emigration and de-
cided to act independently. The niest urgent question
then way thai concerning revolutionary publishing: both
the young emigrunts and the Jabour circles in Rus<ia
steod  fn great pecd of titeratare. Jogiher conld dispote
of considerable means, and. having collected & group
of confributors: (Kritchevsky, Rinzenof, I'arvus), proceaded
to Iscue the oSocial-ddmocratic  Librarys. Here his
capaclty for orwanization at once aseerted itself. Mo did
not write himself, but he proved nn ideal editor, nimost
pedantically accurate; the fssues appeared In excellent
form and the trapsport alsc wus well organized.
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Franz Mehring, 1846—1919,



V. Volodarsky, 1891 1918.




EEN

Inauguration of the monument to V. Volodarsky in Petrograd, on June 22 1919,
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Shnultancously with his editorial work, Jogihes was
engoced in adding to his scientific knowledge. Ie was
remarkably well gified and quickly found his way inte the
most complex questions, possessing a splendid memory
and & vast amount of reading. A

And more: Comrade Grozofsky (which was his pen
namo then) gave wonder{ul advice to the party journalinte,
Ooco dving becomie lnterested (n some particular ques-
tivg, he was able to prepare a most exact and practica]
plan for its elaboration; dut he had difliculty in writing,
though it were but the simplest newspaper article. Ile
was eonscions of this and nothing but absolute necessity
conhl drive iim to his pen. .

Md nod. having become  nequainted  with  Roga
Liuxemburg, rhe grew  interested {n guestions ol Polich
socialism. which agitated her at that time. Me studied
the Polish language, which he bad not known gl then,
and that o thoroughly, that, later on, when he becamo
editor of Palish periodicals, he most zealously extirpated
Rusciciams in the articles of Polish comrades. Soon he
retired entirely frum the Enssinn movement and devoted
all his efforts to the Poli<h social-democratic cause,

Questions of Polish socialism at that time were ex-
ceedingly complicated and fnteresting. The revolutionury
sorialist movement, which found expression in the party,
named «the Proletariats, headed Uy Ludovie Varinsky
and Kunitzky, was passing through a hard crisis in the
late eightins. The party { concentrated all its forces on
terror and was not capable of organizing the lahouring
masses, who, owing to the rapid growth of capitalism in
Poland, instinctively touk np a position on purely crono-
mic grounds. A ¢Labour Lcagues was formed in Warcaw,
whi-h strove to assume control of the strike movement
and, at the same (ime, carry on a Marxist propaganda,
Meanwhile n split touk place in the party «The I'role-
tariat-; under the inflnence of the general outbreak of
nationalist strivings in Kurope, and of tho false cow-
prehension t_)f the principle of Labonr mass movement,
the groups iof emigrants who stood at the heud of the
party became possessed  with a tendency of combin-
ing soclalism with patrintjsm. I'oland, as aflirmed by
the journalist: of thiv tendency, is economically in ad-
vance of Kussia, undgr whose political yoke she lives,
and therefore the first object of the Polish proletariat
mast he the liberation of Poland and the ereation of
an independent Polish state, with a viow 1o paving tho
way towards soclalism. This resulted in the ereation of
the Polich Socjalist Party.

The «Labour Leagues combatted thin current In Poland,
whilo in Zarich, the centre of the Emigrants, was found
& gronp of voung people which strove to oppose it by
the general Marxist theors. To this group Lelonged
Comrade Vesselofsky, who was brutally killed by Polish
«endarmes; it also contained students, who later Jeft the
ranhs of tho revolutionary fighters, but distinguished
themselven in other spheres (nmong these was one of the
moxt eminent poets of modern Polund, Waslaw Berendt)

WU ST BMaL L Wamw.  rtw asr amss

It fell 10 Rosza Luxemlurg to crelte a theorvtical Lasls
for the Polivh social-demacratic movelient, and jo Comrade
Grozofsky #hc found @ capable anasself denying assistant,

The theses, which formed the !bundation of the new
movement are as follows: Capitaism s developing ia
epslaved Poland hand fn hand witld capitalism In Russia,
Germany and Austrin; (he closcst s bomd I8 necesearily
established  betweon the bourgaoisid of the Polish prov-
fnces and the hourgroisie of these i;lominant states; the
class conflict in Poland is becomita sharper and nuhes
a natiopal rising against nationsi ewslavemeny hmpes-
sible.  The task before the Poliss proletariat consists
in combatting the capitalistic ordeg conjolntly with the
Russian, German and Austrino woiders; the conducting
of this strugcle, political and ecoidmical, is imperative
takine dnto uccount the political sonditions existing in
cach of those states,—in view of vaich the closest alli-
unce with the socialistic parties iriall of thom is abso.
lutely necessary; at tho same times of course, aulonomy
must be safeguarded, which makes?it possible to ‘satisly
the Polish proletariats’ cultural int:rests as well.  Ooly
und universal revolution that Will flesiroy the capitalist
order and the universal sovereiz.vy of capltalism, —
only such a revolution will brin,y about the emaaci-
pation of all the peoplirs, fncludingvthe Polish; so long
as tho capitalistic order deminiate:: tho creation of an
independent Polish siate is an impo-, hility. Conseyuently,
tho task of the Polish proletariat i W fizht, — not for
a0 indcpondent capitalistic Poland, sut for the overthrow
of all capitalistic states generaily.

All this to-day appears indisj.«table; but at that
time an fmmense amouat of lubouriwax needd, to pave
the way for these ideas. Hosa lLyxemburg shuwed at
once remarkable journalistic talent «nd brillinat thooret-
ical grifts, and we willingly accopts ¢ her as our theoret-
ical guide. Comrude Jogihcs was hei practical assistant,—
although only the closest (ricnds kn4w of thisat jho time.

Soon the new mnovement ha«: to stand fts first
batjle on » wide arena. In the:i.utumn of 1,91 the

«Labour Ieagnos was destroyed, aid noarly all its Jeand-
ors wore arresied.  Yet, In spite . this, in 1692, - tho
1st of May demoustratlon assumed Ziminenso proportions
and showed that mass action of the workers had becomo
a decjsive factor in the social life ¢i ['oland.

In 1703 it became possible 1} cenew and extend
our revolutionary activily st bome. | amrade Vessdofeky
proved one of the most capable Juanizers. The new
organisation was jolned by workers ¢ the <«Leugue» and
such as were Iclv of the el'roletariat® party. We decided
to call ourselves athe Social Demoicy of the Kingdom
of Polands. This denomination sound strange to many,
owing to the .combination ®f esaciniijzne with «kingdoms,
but it was chosen with n "very uegite ohject:" it indi-
cated that we, consisteat with wvuy theory, were rbn.
structing our organization on specitisl lerritlory, namely
in that part of P'vland where i} proletaringt had te
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carry on the conflict hand @a hand with the prolctariat
of all Russia. It 80 happt~d that in the samo vear,
thn fnternational Socinlist c¢ongress was convohed in
ZArich. We determined to eque forward on this mcasion
before the proletariat of thel whole world. The Waraw
workingmen sent & mandaty to me, the lorvign groups
gave mandaiey to Rosa Lutxcmburg and Comrade Var-
shafsky. The Jeaders of the «llish Socialist P'artye
startod 8 furious campalgn ainst v, and in so doing
resorted to the abominahle exprdicnt,® charging Var<halsky
with the potorfvusly slandepous accusation of being a
«Russian azents. Thero wpre among them men wio
bad long stood in fricndly relations 10 the leaders of
the International—Engels, \Wghelm Lisbknecht: so they
had no difticulty in presenting the matter in such & light
a8 maide us appear a hand pf intriguers, destroying the
unity of Polish socialism. I spite of Rosa Luxcmburg's
brilliant orstion in refutaden of this lie, tho cofigrese
decided to lﬁect the mand.it®s, both Resa's and Var-
achafsky’s. Plekhanof playcd a very shalby puart in all
this prucedurc: he was well acquainted wiik Polish
affairs, and one word {rom. this populur member of the
International would have suiied W unmask the intrigue,
but he profcrred to keep silunt and aficrwards confessed
that it was awkward for hila to eoppose the opinion of
old Kngelss. Such thiogs unfortunately occured later
more than once in the Sccosd International: thing were
often docided there in mccordince with the sympathics
or antipathies of popular leaders. We were defcated,
but still intrrest was awakened §n the International on
questions of P'ulish soclalisng and we were enabled to
explain them in the French and German press.  This
task also fell mainly to the )share of Rosa Luxemburg.
Tho eleboration of queatiins of the Polish labour
movemant kept advancing awd the movement ftseif was
galning streugth. During theso yeary Rusa Luxembury
sttended yniversity lectores: Und, in 1397, wrote a bril-
liant doctor's dissertation m’ the thewe: oThe cronth of
Polish industeys. In tho sewinary she wax distinguished
not only for sound knowlodide, but also for brilliant dia-
lectics, which showed In freqjuent disputes with the pro-
fervor of political aconomy, Jglidn Wall, a vehement adver-
rary of Marxism. Wo simply §r¢aniked amuscront. T woull
potice the respucted profussor yn‘a slippery theme, then we,
clad In the full panoply of Arxism, would demonstrate
o him that be knew nothing of such matters. We must do
justice 1o the Zarich univeysity to adinit that, notwith-
standing our aggressive attiiude, tho furuity placed no
obstacles in the way of our both abtaining the doctor s degroe.

In 1897 Rosa Luxembuge ‘grudnated from the uoni.
versity and decidoa lo go to.GGbrmany ; in order to have
the possibllily of apcn socing activity, she contracted a
fictitioun allianco with one ¢f Dir. Lnbeck’'s xons, and, In
this manner, becamo & Gerndin subject, Nho worked
among the Polish workers Ig Hosnagme and Silesia, snd
at tho same Ume wrote in the German papers in the
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geientific orcan of the party, — the Neuc Zeil, 1 had
&ne to Germany the year before and worked jo Dresden,
in an orzan, the cditor of which was Parvus. But in
1,98 we wero both expelied from Saxony, and Rosa wae
appointed editor of a Dresden paper, where discord forced
her 10 abandon it and sho soon became a contributor s
the Leipiiger Volkazeitung the editor of which was
the then best German journadist Schintang.  After his
death she edited his orzan for wome time.

That was a timo when a erisis began in the German
labour movement: Bernstein came forward and propa-
rated evevisionisme.  Rosa Luvemburg rashed into pee-
lemies, amd her Wellliant articles helped 40 determioe
the tactical line. Questions of tactica soon became vital
for the whole of Furope: there urose questions of particie
pation of socialists In bourgeois governments and gener-
ally a sharp conflict hegan between the refvrmists and
tho revolutionkst currents.  In this conflict Rosa Luxein-
burg's great dialectical and polemical talent manifested
fiself in all its force: she snon became one of the, mest
promiaent ckampions of the revolutionary tendency. The
Polish Soctablemocratic party appointed her a member
of the international burcau, and from that time on, she
carried on an unintorrupted war for revolutionary ideas
on the widest possible arena. Here again Jogihes was
her inseparable fellow worker. The intimate acyuaint-
ances of Rosa Juxemburg will know that she never
sent to press one polemical or programme article without
first submitting it 1o him. Nor dil the two comrades
neelect the work for the Polish movement. Luxemburg »
apartment in Friedenan (a suburb of Berlin), way the
centre to which comrades arriving from Warsaw, were
seut 10 seok counsel on all new questions as they <prany
up; thither also came Comrade Jogihes, in the hands of
whom were the threads uniting the party at home with
the emigrated comrades who worked for it abroaid.

Thus, in constaot fight for tho rovolutionary idea.
passed the yeary from 1897 to 1905, Al through
this strugglo Ro<a Luxemburg rendered the pruletariat
immortal services, diverging oot ome step from  the
dearly traced lino of revolutionary Marvisn, A char-
acteristic feature of her personality was that notwith-
standing the mgpeiless, at times even excessive, kerones<
of hor polemics, her eminent opponents, amony whon
sowctimen were such mon as Jaurts and Bebe), <honwed
her not only respect, bt aflection. A bond of clusest
fricndship united hor to Kautsky, over whom she haud
great influence at the time, urging him on whonever he
gave way lo opportunistic tendencios.

Then came the Russiun  revelution of 1905-1908
and, in that deadly fray the Polish pruletarial proved a
reliable vanguard. Comrade Jogihes hastened to Warsaw,
Rosa Luxemburg also longed to be there, Vainly we all
declared that she must stay in Bicrlin, as we nevded ber
rciontific work. In spite of onr cateunrical declurations
sho arrived in Warsaw onc fine morning with & Get-
man passport.  Tyszka (that wae the aliae under which
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Jdogilies th'n went), was indignant, hut he had to xubmit.

Chosa declired that nuthing would make her leave her

post, and set to work in our paper.

But alas, not for lovg. A few weeks later she fell
into the hands of the police, and her identity was s.on
established.  Fortunately even among the police disinty-
gration had already set in. A threat of dire vengeance
on onc side, and a bribe on tho other succeeded in
getling her freed on bail, anl soon after the comradea
sent per back to Germany. She protesied. bat this timo
we were firm.

Tyszka was tahen along with her, lin had, ali along,
been doing splendid work., Thanks to him our paper
was coming on hoawtifully: He had established the edi-
torial offico in 8 conspirative apartment sitvated in the
centire of the city and kept up the strictest régime, As
uzoal, he did not write bimself; but not vuly each er-
ticlo almost cvery shors item wuas writicn according
to his indications, so that every issne <houid be, from
beginning to end, as ecut out of one piccys,—but not a
line wag printed that was not hefore submitied to bim
He kept his contributors under strict discipline, wimitling
no oxcuses on ‘the plea of either fatigue or disinclinatinn:

You've got to work, — that's all thoro is about it.»
And, seceiug how indefatigably he laboured from moraing
till night, -all willingly entered into this wonderfully or-
ganized work. Nor was his vigilance confined (o the
lterury brotherhood only: he was merciléss on typo-
sraphical or techuical imperfections of any kind: Heaven
belp vs, if another typo was uscd than the one Indi-
raled on the manuscript for this or that short ftem, or
sy issue which did not answer all tho demunds of the.
printer’s art, and any mismanagement jn the transport
departnient, it was an unthinkable crimo. The luckiess
offender would, sonictimes after a month’s interval, he
rcurinded that, at such and such a time, five ropices haid
been late fn reaching their destination. There . was
nothing he did not remembier, nobudy he did net keep
track of, Yet, in addition to his editorial dutics, ho had
un bauncnso amount of organisings wotk to attend to,
Ne thoroughly knew the whole course of pariy work
t» the sinallest dJdetails and marked ull with vawearying
vigilance. But this sedulons attention to trifles did not
Immpair tho wide scopn of his vision, and in all questions
of tactics he wae distinguished by remarkablo bearing
and foresight.

Mo was amrestod in February, 196, together with
Rosa Luxemburg, and sentenced to eight years of prison
with hard Jalwar. In February, 1907, however, the
comrades arranged his. flight from prison. Comrade Ga-
netzky made all the preparations: the guarnds were
bridbed, clothes procansd and the prisoner got away.
1 romewnber how he came w tha ofli'c straight: from
prison, where he had to stay several «days notil a safer
refuge could be provided. Affairs in the offico were not
as succeseful as they bad lween: the contributors were
neariy all in confincment, the- process of printing grew
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more and more difficult, snd our paper had lost piuch
of it neatness. Tyszka jmneolintely asked for a’ nile,
glanced  through . it, ang way horrifind 1 countless mis-
printx. 1 pojuted eut d Lim shat the proof reader fre-
quently bhad o wark in the baserient, sitting under the
omchine. 1@ this did nov conenee him: «l'ronfreadings,
he saild. ercquires a head od hands; so Jong as the
man’s head is on his shoulder  and hiv hand is able o
hold a peucil, it does not mati'r whore he sits». Tndeed,
Tyszka himsell was quite capasie of working under such
conditions,, Then he sat dowi .+ aml drew up & series of
instruetions which appeared ..+ him  necessary  for the
improvement of alfairs. He  as tuken to the frontier,
I re;nieniler, LY 8 rovolutiom.  army officer, and, after
~afely crossing it, he at once et to work direeting the
foreign group’s activity, whicl. was gathering importance
in proportion as the count --revolulion was gainiog
ground in Poland and ali oav . Russha.

I mot Mm spain abroad ¢t the Loadon congress of
the Russian social domocrndisd party 8 the suminer of
197, ‘The struggle was rife'iuxkainst the «niinhnalistes
(Mensheviks), and Tyszk:\x, wh o through all these years:
had not lost touch with th~ Ruxsian comrades, quite
uaturally took the Jead of tie Polish group. He was
familiar with Ruxsian affairs 4+ the minutest details, and
ook the wost active part in Hie complex work which
was required at the conyrexs, where aflains were in o
monstrous tangle, In sanch cas's he beramo a «diplomats,
porsistent and determined fnypursging his ends, nover
for n moment swerving from ustatrictly revolutionary line
ol enuduct. In this regard hev'was, of coursu, anything
hut a favourite with the «meZsleviksy and <Bundistar,
True, it sometimes als) came iv quarrels with our «bul-
shevikes (maxioialist) comrades’s with whom  we diffcre)
ou questions of oreanization. L -, thanks to the balance
preserved by Tyszka, the “relss v between them and the
P'olish group always remained gatlatactary.

From 1997 un Rosa Luxcburg was drawn wholly
into German affalrs. Wa wer< nearing the fata) pericd
when, outwardly, all seemed vl with the party, while,
in reality, It war decaying ! the root. It seemed as -
thowch the radical current Mid trivmphed; the party
congresses  adoptod  highly ragical resolutions, but they
whose ejes were open, perceraed that this radicalism
was esscntiully worse than any. spportunism: a disgusting
spirit of carecr-humting was Weveloping in the party;
party burcaucracy was growing to menstrous dimensions:
there was the radical phrawg but not the spirit. To
combat theso conditions, .whic% ats last led the party to
the moral catastrophe of the 1¢th of August, 1914, was
very difficult, O the moet intoenglal leadery old Jiebel
had lost shis former revolutidimy sensitivencas: Karl
Kavizky never baving been in smuch with tho life of the
party, now sank ever mdre degply Into bookish degmat-
dsm.  The new men in tho runks of the radiculs, — ail
theso Scheidemanns, Eberis, d{aasts, never bad heen
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revolutidnists at heart, and sas -nothing bevond the end
of thelr own noses: tho reat wyrd.common career hunters.
No wonder, then if in such an Atmosphire, the leaders
succreded in representing Roxa Jf.uxembure, who never
ceased 10 »ound the alarm, :nd her companions as
«captions criticss who disturb Rhe peace of the party
from sheer, elove of bickering. . Fven Kautzky yiclded
to this curreat and his cutiuet in 1712 ended a
long friendship. The "cakmlnz:d bookhnorm  at last
dared to Insuit Rosa and bar sibherents by calling them
«anarcho-syndicalistss.

Notwithstanding tbi~ nerveen'nding conflict, Resa in
these Inst years found timo for thorouch acientific work.
she was appointed tcacher of' political economy in the
party school, and proved not only s first-class pedagogne,
but, la addition, while most v-asciously preparing her
lectures, wrote a splendid coyrse of Marxist economy,
which unfurtunately pever spprared in print. (It {s to
be feared that Noske's haudits: who in the futal January
da)s invadod hee rooms, destru «d this manuscript among
wany others). At that sane. fime another great work
of Rnaa’s was published «The Sccumulalon of Capital-,

At the same time these y prre the most fruitful
years of her activity. The pergecntion of Rosa Luxem-
Yurg by the hends of the pufts had no cfiect on the
masees. In every city, even # the centres of revicion-
ism, the workera loved to heal «our Rosae; and her
captivating oralurial talent ugjed even on thosn wha
were alrcady infccted with otportunism. 1 remember
one man from Mannhelm, 1 belb-ve, telling what extraor-
dinary eflect her wspoeches prouced: how on une occa-
sion the workingmen dceclared ¢ their leadrra they saw
bow thoy wcre being deceivdd, ind demanded that
Luxemburg be engaced for ¥ whele scries of lectures
and disputes on party questedas. Of sueh cases there
wers many.

In 1913, in Frankiurt-on-the-Main, she delivered
specech against militariem, fur twbich she was indicted
and eventually, sentenced t¢ s year in . prison. But,
during the period of bail, befory senteace, shy delivered
anvther speech in” Berlin, wherr she  said, among
other things, thuti!in-the barrodhs «of Germany, the sol-
dicrs wero daily subjected toj inhuman  violence and
outrages. For this a uew idiictment “was fustituted
agaiust ber. The defenco undedook to prove tre truth
of the incriminated statement dnd calied for witnesses
thmuch the papers. In Juae, th13, o few weeks before
the begifning of the world-wars: the trial began; on the
day of the first hearing, sever@ hundred witnesses ap-
pearcd, ready o oonfirm all tilot hod been told of bar-
rack horrorx and Rosa's coun<w) declared that he had
the names of severnl thourands Jnore,

Tho government took alarm:, the trial was adjourned
and never continuedl again.

During thess yiars Comrade Tys/ka worhed in the
PPolish and Ruadan parties. They legan to Issne in
Warsaw a legal wcekly, butall the party writexs having
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been compelled to emigrate, the elditorial work was
catried on ' in Dlerlin and Tyszka, of course, was at {ts
bead. He was then staying at an hotel in Steglitz, s
suburb of Berlin, and Franz Mebring, a great authority
on Prussian history, made the diccovery that this hotel
had once Leen the palace of General Branvel, who put
down the revolution of 18147 Fach time he saw Tyarka,
the old scholar aflirmed that Brangel invarially turned
ronnd in his grave al the thought of such a revolutionist
occupying his apartment. Our editorlal office was estah-
lished in a small room of the hotel, and here again
Tyszka introduced a strict regime, storiving  angrily il
the work were at all unsatisfuctory. And, indeed, ft
was only by the greatest accuracy that the paper could
bhe manazed from Beriin, a thing that the literary crowd
was incapable of doirg, Stiill, oning to Tyszka's encrgy,
things went on, notwithstanding that the paper was
centinually buing suppressed and appcaring again under
new names; for the year that the paper caisted, It
changed it name, if | remaember aright, seven times.
The reason why Trezka had tv work in the Russian
piarty was that he had been. appointed by the Polish

party,—wlhich had bernme a irderative part of the Rus-

sian party, a3 » member of the Central Committee, And,-
being pedantically aconrate in all hig work, he found it
necessary to keep the Board of the Volish party in-
formed with all common affairs; in vicw of the perindical
assembly of the party in Berlin, ho had to do all the
clerical work, and do it alone under intolerable con-
dition; he lived under an assumed name, the police might
be down on him any moment; thereforr the «oflices
was kept in the apartiments of German  comrades,
where the papers wero kept, and {or correspondence he
had the addresses of other Uermans. (Once we totalled
up that Tyszka Imd\ in this way dealines with something
like a dozen difterent apartinents. lle maintained this
system for conspirative reasons; he sail his materials
were distributed In such a way that, even <hould our
place be ransacked, the police would find but a small
partion. of thers, from which they could know abso-
lutely nothing. Ooce I asked: ewhat would happen if
he wern taken suddenly ill, since no one wcald be ca-
puble of carrying on the works, The answer was simple:
«1 am not suppesed to fall §lls. And in fact nothing
but an astonishing rupacity for work ard an iron con-
stitudon made it possiblo for him to gat through with
the mountains of work with which he loaded himself.

Tho war bLroke out. From the very first day Comrade
Luxemburg started s propagamda against war. She
cxpected to succeed,jn gathering together for jeint work
a_welect group of German comrades. The first thing
that appenred necdful to her was a manifesto, aigned, if
only by a small numler of people most popular amooy
the workiog classes. Tyrzka at once decided that nothing
would come of it. Neverthcless Rosa and 1 made an
attempt. Rut in reply to her invitation 1o discuss the
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question, only seven persons asscmbled in her rooms,
and of those only two were at all prominent party
workers: Mebring and Lentsch. The lhtter at first prom-
fsed 1o’ sign, but afterwards went back onm his word.
There was notbing to do except that it should be signed
only by Rosa Luxemburg, Clara Zetkin and Mehring:
this of course, was not to bo thousht of and the project
had to be ahandoned. A reader unfamiiiar with German
affairs will possibly ask: «And what of Liebknecht?s
Unfortunately Liebknecht was still wavering at tha{ time,
and It was only some months Jater that he made up his
mind to enter the strupcle against the war.

We had to decide on conspirative activity; und even
10 this very few agreed. The group which took up tho
work consisted of Comradés Luxemburg, Tyszka, Mcbring,
wife of Dunker, Emst Meyer, Wilhelm Pick, Eberlein,
Lange and my<elf — that, 1 believe, was all. Our assist-
ante in «technical> work wcre Mathilde Jakob and
Yezersky. The position was not cncouraging; we had
neither money nor party machinery, and besides that,
the German comrades had not an inkling of conspirative
work. Still, the thing was begun. Tyszka and Meyer
undertuok to manage tho printing. Ilick, Fberlein and
Lange, with the kelp of their conncctions, offered the
possibility of the diffusion of the literature, but very
soon It was Tyszka again who had to take charge of
both these department. Thus wo were enabled to Issue
a scries of Jeaflets against the war, In addition we de-
cided to take up the publication of & Jegal journal: The Inter-
national, but it was suppressed after tho very first issue.

In Fcbruary, 1915, the sentenco against Rosa Luxem-
burg was confirmed and she was confined in prison for a
year. Slill, she contrived 10 write and smugglo to us, prin-
cipally through the agency of her able and devoted
worshipper, Mathikle Jukob, leaicts and a  pamphlet,
undor the title: «The Critis of Soclal Democracys. She
. Insisted that the pamphiet Le published under her own
name, hut we koew that would mean prison with hard Jabour
and refused. The pamphlct bore the pscudonym of Junius.

The term of fmprisonment expired, Rosa once moroe
sppeared in our rank:. Now Licelknecht was also with
us, and things went on on a larger acale. But already fa
June, 1916, she was again imprisoned, «by administrative
ordors, 1, too, was confined at the time in a «concen-
tration camp», but I know ghal Rosa even then managed
to write leaflets, which appearcd under the title: «Let-
ters of & Spartacists. I also know that the printing and
propagation of these, leaficts was wonderfully provided
for, owing first of ull to Tyezka's incredible energy. Thanks
to his matchless conspirative capacity, tho German au-
thorities never succceded in arresting him, notwithstanding
tho fact that, in consequence vf ncarly al) the capable
workers of the oSpartakuss group having buven eithor
arrcsicd or sent to tho front, ho was forced to work
in pretty wido circles and attend public meetings, Thus
it was well known to the police that some mysterious
forcigaer was ot the kcad of that group. But in the

. the catastropho.
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spring of 1918 Jogihes was ar:°sted afler all. Comrade
Yoffo's cfforts to have hima lil: rated did no{ mect with
success, because Jogihes was 1. Koned as & Swiss citizen
(In fact, as early a3 189G,\ ke . ad acquired the rights of
citizenshlp In one of the tant:.s and for the last years
bhad been using his Swiss passjiort in Derlin),

I was not fated 1o moet Rita Luxembury again. 1
arrived ia Berlin from Moscoyd on. the third day siler
But what 1 vus itidd by the partlcipa-
tors in tho revolutionary strug.so siid bnt confirm what
1 had neVer doubted: she, Jointsv with Karl Liebhuecht,
had been thy leading spirit of I’ Spartacus movement,
‘and her unshrinking fellow wo, ser through all that time
bad bLeen Jogihes. I found hin- ut work. He had been
arrested in the days of the ' apuary rising, bLut had
managed to get free snd wentrio work at once. It was
urgent to concentrate again th: scattered forces, to form
anew a central Committeo of ¥-partacist-communists, in
short tu construct an orgenizat>u. )

Jogihes proved cqual to they occasion. Owing to his
encrgy, the party’'s work was .icnewed almost Immcedi-
ately after the catastrephe. Tlire was a new rising of
tho communisis fn March, duri,; which he finally suc-
cunbed: ha was arrcsted and :;utally Killed in prison.

I am nct in a position justXiow 10 give a review of
Rosa Luxemburg's. scientific aidl political werk. That
would dcmand much historico-ctiical labour, the more so
that her activity during a con- <erable period fecundaied
both the Polish and the Germanz revolutionary movement
and, besides that, reacted on ihig universal movemeni, as
the principal forces of our nevenlo bo forgotten comrade,

ever sinco 1897, were directeq in the struvele against

opportunism ns an internationa »vil.
But I will draw the rcacerV atteniien to the facl

‘that, in her last theoretico-tactetal work, in the pamph-

let entitled «The Crisis of Socianpeniocracys, she left us
valuublo direcuons for future woik: I am speaking about
the «Theses» placed at tho end of that pamphlet and
concerning the International. Jhe pamphiet, as men-
tioned above, was writtca in 1955, in prison. ller thor-
ovgh knowledgo of the Svcond,j internativnal prompicd
her clear ond positive statemensy on the inevitablo disso-
lution of tho Necond Internationig and the absolute neccs-
sity of creating a noew Jnternavgonal on new principles:
Since that time there have Laco ;yeat changos: the revol-
ution in Russia and the actua? realisation of the dic-
tatorship of tho proletariat in ti.t country and in liun-
gary have crcated 8 new situ:ition. But on the whole
Comrade Luxomburg's ldes rem.:{ns true. She asks herscl(
what the new International’ sz,uld be and gives the
following anawer:

«Class war In’ bourgcols siites against the ruling
classes, snd international solitiirity between the prole-
tarians of all countrics, — thesc n.ro two inseparable rules
df tho workers In their univergnl struggle for liberty.
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Thero is no socinlism without the irtermational solidarity
‘uf the proletariat; there is nc sch{alism without elasy
war. The soclalist prolessriat canndt, in time of e¢ither
peace or war, renounce class conflict and intern:tional
solidarity without being suicidally uhirve to itself.

«In the Intoroational lics the centbe of gravity of the
class organization of the proletarian  The lInternational
defines, In time both of pcace and f waz, the tactics of
national sections Ia questions of ndilltarisi, of colomal
policy, of cummercisl treatios, of frst of May celebrations,

and of the general tactics in case of war, The duty of
executing the decizions of the International takes preced-
+nce of all dutles to any other organizatibn, Any na-
tional sections that do nnt submit (o these decisions,
therrby exclude themselves from tho [nternationals.

At present we are still far from the organization of
suchk an International, but, by workiog In this direction,
we fulfiil the behest of the memorable martyr of éur cause.

J. Markhlefsky (Karshy).
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Affillation of the Swedish, Norwegian
and Bulgarian Partics to the Communist
International.

On the 14th of June the Conference of the left wing
of the Swedish Social-Democratic Party by 1R6 votes
against 22 resolved 1o affilinte with the Communist Inter-
national. A proprsal was alwo put (orward on econdi-
tionals affilintion, but this proposal was defeated by
124 against »4., Neither the text of the resolution on
affiliation or the report upon the mectinga of the Con-
ferenco has reached us yet. Wo are informed only of a
resolution moved at the t'ynference, in which the prole-
tariat is warned against edemocrutse and arcformistes,
but it is advised to contlinuo to participate in parliament-
ary work, by using it as & means of propaganda, until
revolution in Sweden will also have entered upon its
last stago: instead of a parliamentary constitution, a so-
viet system must be instituted by aid of proletarian dicta-
torship. This document peads: «The left wing of the
Swedish Social-Democracy regards the socialist world revo-
lution as the only salvation of the working class and of
all humanity from the horrer in which it has been thrown
by a world-war horn of Capitalisms.

The Conference of the Norwegian Social-Democratic
labour Party took place on the sth of June. The Confer.
euce resolved to uffiliato with the Communist Internatiou-l
and accepted a resolution on the Inevitabilfty of sovializt
revolution and proletarian dictatorship. The question of
the Soviet systrm was on principlo decided in tho affirm-
ative: jn adapliug itself to Norwegian conditions, the
Porty proposes to form sovicts of eworkers', peasanty’
and fishermens deputicss by 375 votes against 63 the
Canference Fesolved lo prepare material rolative to the
Soviet system and to present it for final decislon ut the
next Party Conforence. The proposal 10 send greetings
W Comradc Lenih was accepted by the Conferonce with
enthysiastic applause. Tho Cobnfercnce decided to take
part la the clections, to attain electoral reforms and to
make nse of the elaction campuign as a means of
auitation, but authority was given to the I'arty Commit-
e o boycutt the elections and Parllament in event of
circumatances changing.

On the 22nd of Juone tho Conference of the Dulga-
rian Soclalist arty «Tesniaks» declared itself a section
of the Communist 1mtornational.

Tmr:'?
DOCUIITINTSE OF TUR INTEINATIONAL \
COIZILIUNIGT IOV iIZ N T. i

The Itallan Socialist Party and the
Third Interaai.onzl.

The Commiitice of the Italian %oclalist Party at s
meeting of the 19th of March 4n Milan carried aa
extremely inportant resolution ot jbe Party’s resignation
froin the Rrusscls International and 1ty afliliation with the
new Commonist Internatiopal, the centre of which Is in
Soviet Nussia.

Comrades Junnard, Serratti aud Bombacel proposed
the followiny resolution, which wap accepted by 10 votes
against 3 (Lazzari vored agzainst {he resolution):

Tlhe Commitiee of the Italian Socialist I'arty detlares:
1. That the Brussels Intervativnal Socialist Bureau

has been converted into an instrynent of military policy
in tbe hands of a pscudo-democrazic bourgeolsiv, an fo-
strument which serves to deluag the proletariat and
which hinders the restoration of the work of the revolu-
tionary socialist International:

2. That all efforts to arouse t§e energy of the world
prolctariat throuzh the intermediary of the Brussols Soclal-
st Bureau, which has gone over to the Imperialist
bourgeoisic of the couutries of tho KEntente, are in vain:

3. That the alliance concluded:in Bern beiween the
tocial- patriotic tendencies of twa Imperialisms, — the
countries of the Entente and thw Central Powers, —
still huore clearly letrays the redctionary character of
all fractions which have not fulilied the duty of the Inter-
patfonul In relavion to the cupitirijst hourgeoirie, which
drew all the nations into a state of war.

4. That it iy impossible for thise whe have preserved
their faith in the principles of thn International to remain
in one organization with those wjo betrayed them and
who oppose the realisation of Sociallsm.

5. That the Burcau, Instcad & “convening a Confer-
ence of all aliliated partics and rurganizations immedi-
ately upon the conclusion of the »ar preferred the lovp-
hole offered it by the comedy of af Socialiat International
Confcrence — the Nern Coofercoceg

The Party resvlves, therrfore, ® resign from the Inter-
national Bureau and to afliliate lts«$f to the new revolution-
ary Socialist Interpational, founded on the basis and
principies of our Russian commuiist-comrades . . .

- —— ————

¢ Editorial No(e. The text of this resolution has been
takea frem the Bwies nowspaper, .4Volksrecht’’, which bears
bere the mark of the consor. ’
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The American Socialist Party and the
Intesnational.

The American Sorialist Party, whose lcader has ucwly
been sentenced to ten yrars fmprisonment for anti-war
propaganda, and which, havlog joined the Zimmerwald
movement with all its might oppased the participation
of America in tho war, had »ent 3 delegiate to the Bern
conference. But be ndver appeared there, Now the
Advanti throws rorno lipht on the matter: A nunber
of sections violently prote:ted awainst the resolutlon te
take part in tho Dern vonference. Comrade (*Neil, it
belog too late for him v gn 10 Bern, explained In the
party press that be hiel recelved instnictions to first
of all become scquaintedl with the movement In Furope
and get into touch with the European comrades. le
wail that he would net have supported ang  policy
vontradictory to tho dirw tivns of his party.

The reason why the absve explanation had to be given is
10 bo dooked for §n the stragig growth of the - extremists wing
of the party which want to scver all connection with the
Sccond International and o Join the revolutionary third
International. This grop has presented a declaration
of their principles, whiclr I8 10 be sulunitted for exami-
nation 10 the -sections.  'he  declaration demands:  the
revision of the party programme with a8 view to the
abandonment of a refonnet atthude; the education of
tho proletariat exclusiviig in the «pirit of the class
strugzelo and revolution support of the tradn union«
by means of revolutionass propaganda; strictest Party
comrol cver socinlist rmélnees, tho socialist pres: and
other gocialist fnsitutions The immediata demands are:
1, A party conference to bLo calied with a view to the

[T e o2 w3

rcorganization of the party, and tho elaboration of
Instructions, lodispensable for the realication of the
tasks of the party in the present univer<al general crisl<;

2, Non-participation in the Bern conference; 3, Con-
vocation of a Zimmerwaldian confereace; 4, Uncoudi-

tional cxpression of solilarity with the Noviet Govern-
ment and the Spartacist-Union, a< well as of the
other Socfalist groups of Kuropn standing on the same

platform.
(Volkerecht, March 24th, 1919),

On the 18th of February in New York the et
wings of the American Sacialist P'afty was orianised.
It pullished a manifesto censuring the tactics of reform-
ism, putting  forward as the only expcdient tactics
the «mnass action of the waorkerss. Tho munifesto
subjects the Bern confercnce to heen criticism and
summons  all soclalists to rally round the future Third
Intornational, the foundations of which aro ahout to be
Lud by the Russian  bolshoviks and the Gorman spar-
tacists,

This left wing touk root i Michigan, Cleveland, Phila-
delphia, Boston, but particularly in New York, where
it at present publishes a weekly organ. A blter strugyle
is gning on here between the old party and the left
current, groning ever fiercer. .

The old lesders accuse the Jct wivg of perverting
all democratic principlez and summon the memberx
of tho party 1o keep alsof from the emutincers and
scparatistss thouch the influence of tho latter crows
80 fast that the right wine s apprehiensive of party
control going over inta their hands, .

(Svomen Bocialden, A/VIL 1919,

THE BERN CONFERENCE.

From the New French Socialist Revolutionary Paper, La Vague.

During, 1bur and a haifiycars of war, the governments
of the bellivorent statcs tho leaders of tho Socialist
parties, and Trade Union Jrganisatons, each by different
methods, have systematic.2ly opposed all attenipts at an
International Conference,

To-day the storm has passed, the soldiers have «or-
dered armss, the macline cuns bave ceased to mow down
men, and still more men. And our Internationalists who
were sllent while tho gung werc speaking, aro speakiog
now that the guns arn silent.

Read the namee of the nmajority of the delegates who
have come 10 Berne from the four corners of the earth and for

each country you will casily discover, in these representa-
tives tho heroic host of stay-at bome of the working classex
of tho world patriots, of rabid supporters of cndless war.

Workers be on your guard!

You will have to-morrow only o caricature of the
International. just as you kave had since tho beginning
of the war. | was cven on the point of saying, just as
yon have always had but caricatures of Soclalists!,

The Nationalist Soclalists and Trade-Unionists, who but.
yesterday were insultingly throwing tho pames of Lenia
and Trotzky in our tceth: who vilificd the Russlan Re-
volution, who sirove to gloss over their actions by putling
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them under the labol, sthe country’s highest lnlerests.'—
these men have no mandate to reconstitute tho Inter-
national.

And yet these were the men who at the very begin-
ping of the Conference huried accusatious at tho heads
of the German mujority.

Responsibilitics and complicitics! Who, then amongst
the Nationalisis and patriots asscmbled together at Bern
has not had his full share fn them. Ex-Ambussador
Albert Thomas, who embraced the priests and fucited to
war—is he to be the judge, the «J'accuses of the Inter-
national? ‘

A low comedy, indecdl Renaudel, Polsson, Dubreilo,
and Thomas cannot be judges., They themscives are in
the dock!

What are men like Morgarl, Lazzari, Adler, Loriot,
and Ramsay Macdorald doing in this sorry business?

At an bour when everywhere the Rovolution s
growling, swoeping autocraties into the refuso heap,
overturning thrones, and threatening even tho dictating
edemocraticss, tho Confercnee must perforce bo discussing
the Society of Natlons. The Sorioty of Nations which
will emerge from tho Pcace Confcrence at Paris, tho
work of men like Clemenceau, Lloyd George, and even
Wilson, with all the due rospcet to his worshippers, will
serve as @ most powerful weapon against Rovolutions
and the Internmatiomal.
~ It will prove to be a formidable ecousortivm» of
Capitalist states, a cartel of bourgeois governments, an
association to exploit tho pcoples kept in a state of
serfilom. '

This Socioty of Nations, which, of old, uscd to scem

1o me a nccessary step in universal cvolution, appears

to-day only o useless ond even shameful stop in tho
rapid march towards the sctting up of the world-wido
Socialist Republic. It is not a step forward, it is a
bindrance.

It will not be a union of associated peoplcs, but a
coalition of the capitalist and governing classes of cvery
land. By broadening their firld of action, governments
will 1o only the better armed against revolutionists; and
militarisms bound together by a new pact, will senvy
as an fnternationul police charged with protocting the
bourgeois social order.

In face of tho gigantic movoment of tho pcoples in
the throes of revolution, how paltry bnd ridiculous
appear the beggings and prayings of e«patriotics groups
to be admiited to a place round the green lable at the
P'eaco Conforence.

Is it possiblo to link the proletariat—by tho partici-
pation of its delcgates—with labours of the diplomats
who, under cover of the Wilsonian formula, «the right
¢of the peoples to dispose of themselves», will legalise tho
spoliation of the peoples?

No, the International capnot be reborn (rom the
hands of those who have killed it. Gompers, Jouhaux,
Roussanoff, Albert Thomas, cannot be associates of Lenin,
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Trotzky, Fritz Adler, Hayward, Médrgari, Borghd, Lazzari,
of the Bolsheviks and Spartacisis

Thoe names cannot be reunited, these men cannot
coime to sn Entonte, or understaud one another workiog
togetler, they could achiove no useful work. This coupling
of nanmies. is unti-Socialistic. Awiy with you, the Van-
derveldes and Thomases. By leaguing yourselves with war
Kovernments, by placing yourscives pa miaisterial benches,
you have baen put under a ban by Soclalism and the
Intornational..

National antagonisms, findustrial jealousies, colonial
rivalries which bind and chain people to people and race
to race in batred- -all such hideous barbaritics can only
disappear before the persevering offorts of mon, who, in
every land, proudly, voldly and tn face of nationalists,
whother theso latter ara Rojyalisty or Socialists, proclaim
themselves citizens of the world. Tho“only true [nterna-
tionalists are those who are brothers‘to men of ali lands
and ruces, thoso who havo but oho country, Humaaity.
They alono are qualificd 10 set up tho true International.

L'Internationale du 13 Fevepr, 1919, Ne 1.
Raymond Pericat,

Vicus of International Scgl:lists on the Bera
Conference

»Th working clase je elthor
revolunonary, or does aot exist
as a Rlitical hody*®

ol-tt the Bern Counference divert itself with the
discussion of territorial probleits and questions of
responsibility. In rcality there, is only one ques-
tion —revolution. Whether ygp will or not — you
must either be for it, together awith the bolsheviks
and spartacists, or against it} together with the
capitalist bourgeoisie. The iitermediary position
taken up by the Bern Confcyence "has but one
aim—to tvade the responsibility;: of a straight reply.
The proletariat must tear off the mask from the
sycophants of socialism, from, its secrct enemics
from the weak and the irresvlute. The workers
must actively remind those whb spoke at Bern in
their name, that “the working class is cither revo-
lutionary—or it docs not exist as a political body*.

P. Lorjot.

(Member of tie Lelt Wing of the
French Yocialist Party).
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.0ur Aim—a Socialis League of Nations-

oThe revolutionary sociali youth of Burope ahould unite
iato & single strong body for.tpe purpote of firm and resolute
struggle. Bourgeois reforma y, not satisfy us. Our aim s to
cstadblish & European 8ocisli-p p.eague of Natiemn.  Weo refuve
further to serve as mere mauccial in the hands of the generals
and the capitalists. Wo wanst 1o live, we want to live for so-
cialism, which to us mean~:s naw society, ncw and clean
relations belween nations ane men, on the basis of an ero.
momic revolution. We want W live sud fight in the name of
love and humanlty®.

ERNEST TOLLER.

(Mrajtler of the Executive Committee,
of thd Bavarian Council of Workers'
and Soldiers’ Deputics).

-We Want Communism 'Instead of Capitalism*

.The working clas« in ritlfir revolutionary—or it docs not
exist an a political body®, Thy conference ix convened by the
governments of the capitalist porld for the purpose of putting
the revolation to flight, The rg:olutionary proletariat was not
represented -at the Congreas, Yranting, Thomas and Ebent
were (riumphant. The revolugidnary  proletariat of the whole
world should advance along revolutionsry linea Seizure of
political power! Prelotarian dctatorship: TMo arming of the
working class! Disarming and climinatior of the bourgeolsle!
Mass wprisings | —These are outown watchwords. Our hopen arc
pot with Wilson, but with thetclass shruggle. We du ot reck
Justice with the capitalist mogster, - this would be utopisn.
We want Communism instead of Capitalism. , Workers of the
world, unite !*

VALBRINB MARKU.

Delegate of the Rumanian
Bocialist Party).

——— e g— -

The Bern Compromisers and the Emancipation
of Whinen.

What has the Bern Intelnntional Socialist  Conference
done for Women ? Nothing.—absplutely nothing. Mot a singie
quention connected with the iprovement of ofir position was
raised. Nor was It pnssible to wmake any kind of demonsatration
at this asrembly, becauro the Aiifrronco consisted of men who
have abandoncd their post In ¢4 {nternational clann struggle.
These mep arc sgainst us, thty cannot but be-againat us,—
it 1s the result of their stantijoint. Thus our task at the
present moment is to cenvenn in lnternational Women's Con-
feronce, & conferrnce of comipides who are attached to the
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revolutionary class struggle and filled with a determination
st all cos’s to prevent s sccond mad wholesale maseacre of
the prolctariat. Not only the omeu of the warring empires
but also the women of the neuttal countries have unepeakably
xuffered by reason of theso msas executions, and It is now
thwir hounden duty to make avery effort possible to prevent
i« rypetition. Thie can bo schicved only by the most unrelenting
clase atruggle agnalnst the bourgroisle In every ao~called
*fathermnd®.
‘ LUISA MONCH.

The ,,Avanti“ of the Bern Conference,

The bourgeois press cannot hide itz joy at the dedi-
sion of the Conference of jingo sociallsts. Thia so-called In-
ternational enjoys the hearty sympathy of the bourgeolsie.—
of the bourceoisie {t ought to aunihilate, This is casily
1o be understood. At the Bern conferenco the social-
patrints, under cover of the flag of demncracy, took up an
attitude hostile to social revolutlon. The discussion on
the subject of the mighty Russian revolationary move-
ment  proves this clearest of all. v was evident from
the whole course of the conference, that it« participant«
were lound to take up such a position.  The so-called
«Now Interuationale is a8 farce, and like every farce,
must very soon come 10 an cud. It can o on for i
certain timo on strength of the support it wets frum the
Luropean lourgeoisic. But the irreconcilable cannot b:
reconciled : patriotism and tho International are incom-
pgtible untitheses.  To try and achievo 1 compromise
between the two at a moment when preat national prob:
lems are being solved, when tho governments of different
countries are trembling for their fate, and the einter-
Matiopalistss of Dern are bheing Invited into the cabi-
net$— such an attempt is gheer folly.  With such an
eInternationals we have mnothing 10 o nor have our
comrades all over the world who stand under the lan-
ner of-class war. The soclalist proletariat will not be
‘made 8 fool of: it kuows perfectly woll that a wide wulf
liee hetween it and thiz International. '

All must be buiit up afresh, and will be built up
afresh, — the International also, tho first spark of
which was kindled, in a dark amd tragic vime in the
villagn of Zimmerwald, amidst attacks and persccution
of tho bourgeoisic that had turned the whole world lato
an ocean of blood, amidst tho hatred and calomny of
many of thore, who thought yesterday in Bern to play
the part of gusrdians of Socialism.

b
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To the Conference of thic Soclalist Party
in Hungary.

(Radio).
COPY TO BELA-KUHN, BUDAPEST.

Dear Comrades:

The Executive Committee of the Communist In-
ternational sends its hearty greetings to your Party
Conference, which asscmbles at such a respoasible,
historical moment. The whole of the Communist
International is proud of its Hungarian Scction,
which has achieved such gigantic work during a
short space of time.

We are firmly convinged that the foundation of
unity ot the whole of the Hungarian prolciariat, laid
by you in March, 1919, will be unshakable.. Only
apostates, renczades and people who have broxen
with the working class can at present make objecs
tions against Prolctarian Dictatorship. Every honor-
able and class-conscious adherent of the wcrking
class must at present become a Communist.

A month ago our hearts were aching with pain
when we perceived that bands let loose against you
by the Entente were commencing to encircle your
Red Budapest. The heroic energy of the Hungarian
workers caused the bandits to retire from thc Red
Hungarian capital. This month of noble and self-
sacrificing struggle against foreign’ invaders forms
a colden page in the history of Conununism. The
work carricd on by your Parly during this time has
become part of the history of the Third International,
ao?‘ a never to be forgotten chapter in the history
of the liberation of the Prolctariat from the chains
of Capitalism.

Your Parly, not in words. but in dceds, demon-
strated that the working ciass of to-day is capable
not only of overthrowing its own bourgeoisic, but
also of couducting revolutionary warfare against a
foreign bouxgeoisie in the defence of their socialist
fatherland. Your Party was able to steer the ship
of the Proletarisnn Hungarian State midst rocks and
cliffs, and we are convinced that in the future also
you will be equal to your task.

Comrades! You can have no idea what an enor-
mous and beneficial influen-e your work has on the
Communist Party and the Groups of all the world.
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Everyone who is honorable a'nongst the workers of
all the world hates your eigmies and is inspired
with love towards you.

The Proletarian Revolutioq is growing. Be sure
that before lonz the whole of the civilized world
will become Communist. No.ther the brutalities of
bourgeois Goverminents, nerethe treason of social-
chauvinists will save a purid, capitalist society,
which is dragziny out its las. days.

But stern battivs are siill ilicad of us. In order
that we may be fully preparca for them, we must
continue uninterruptedly to form our Red Army. Arm
and organise, organise ard arm. Then organise
again and arm again. The rbst will come of itselt.

Long live the Communist «arty of Hungary!

Long live. the World RevQlution!

President of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Coimnmuist International,

Q. Zinoviev.
f2th of June, 1919.

Greétlng of the Third Internatlional to
the Comimunists of Slovakia.

(Radio)

Bidapest, Bela Kuhn.

Be so kind as to send follpwing greetings to the
Communists of Slovakia in oir name:

- The Communist Internatiqnal is happy to send
its greetings to the ncwly-porn Soviet ~ Republic
of Slovakia. Wec are firmly wunvinced that there is
no force in the world capshle of .turning back
tie wheel of history. Capit.,ism signed its own
deatn  warrant when the i perialist slaughter of
19i4 began. The triumph of v.ie social-traitors, who
obstruct the labour movemcit, will be but short-
lived. The Soviet Power wiic mevitably conquer in
the whole of Europe, and ai‘zrwards in the whole
world. _

To you, leading fighters ¢f a new born Soviet
Republic, we send our hearty greetings.

i President of the Executive Com-
- mittee of the Commur: st International,

Q. Zinoviev.
21h of June, 1919,
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On the Murder of Rosa Luxemburg.

Appeal of the Executive Committee of the Communist International to the Communist Party of Germany.

On the 13th of June you will bury the mortal re-
mains of Rosa Loxembury. On this occasion, class con-
acious workers of all covairks will once again shiare with
you tho sorrow of an ferepyrable loss.

Tho Government of the s.yial-traitor, Scheidemann, has
given an example of what jo-called Democracy is to the
whole world. Bourgeols dy-ocracy, or the democrary
of compromiscrs, is a politi¢al structure under which the
best fighters of tho I'roietariat are murdered and thrown
into the fizst ditch with impunity by agents of the
Government. Under the Government of the esocial-demo-
crats  Scheidemann, Communists Karl Licbknecht and
Rosa Lpxemburg are murdered, whilst General Hoff-
mann and General Hindenburg are crowned with lsurels
fn the name of the «socitlists repubiic. The <dcmo-
cracy» of Scheidemannn disarms the workers and arms
the white guards, landownurs, and the sons of the bour-
geoisie.

People like Rosa Luxcmburg and Karl Liebknecit,
who were the pride of the proletariat of the whole world,

have been killed, whilst the German bourgeoisie, with
the obvious coonivanco of the Scheidemann Government,
arranges an casy ecscape for thelr murdorers from prison
on ad automobile,

Comrades! Your task is difticult but your victory cer-
tain, Tho present plundering régline of soclal traitors
will be substituted by the "dictatorship of tho heroic
German proletariat. It §s as inevitable as night
after day.

Together with the leading prolotariat of the whole
world we bend our heads before the grave of the great
foundress of the Communist Intermational.

Frateroal greetings to the splendid Communist Party
of Germany!

In everlagtiog commemoration of Rosa . L.uxomburg.

President of the Exocutive Commitien
of the Communist International,

G. ZINOVIBY.
12 VL 19,
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Report of Comrade Grube:.

(German Austria).

Dear Comrades:

We, tho delegates from German Austria, 8ro at a loss for
words to express the feelines that overwhelm us in your
midst to-day. After journeying for cightcen days undor
the greatest difficultics we arrived hero an hour ago
and convey to you tho greetings and heartlest congrutu-
Jations of our revolutionary comrades In Gerinan Austria.
We are to welcome all of you, but first and foremost,
vomrades, wo must do honour 1o our Russian comrades.
For tho great revolution they achicved more than a year
ago has given the revolutionary forces in, Austria a
mighty impetus. 1t §s ouly thanks to this that wo have
a large communist party io the whole of German Austria
to-day, and history will raise a monument 10 our Rus-
sian comrades, for they have made @ world revolution
possible.

And now ] wish to report to you on the evenis that
led to the formation of a communist party in German
Austria, and on their development.

Tho prace of Breet - Litovsk was being prepared for.
In Austria raged the famine, combined with the dictatorship
of the governmental and mllitary power. The proletariat
wanted Austria to at Jast withdraw from tho butchery.
The representatives of diplomacy put the proletariat off
by means of promises. 1t wa< told that peace would he
conclnded  shortly.  But this was net the case. The
proletariat saw that it had heen cheated once more.
The conditions of life went from bad to worse. In Ja-
nmuary, 1918, a tremendous movement arose that started
in the indostrial centres sonth of Vienna, and jn n few
hours found ftx way to Viewna itself, The wheels
stopped turning. The representatives of the party In par-
liament were speechless. The proletariat wished to have
nothing to do with the leaders of the trade unions, nor
with those of the party. After the movement had lusted
for two days and had spread over all the industrial
arean, the leadere of tho trade-unlons and the party
cathered their wits and tried to lead the movement
into another channel. Thiv was the causo of the whole
movement coming  to nothing. The comrades, Seity,
Renuwer,  Leuthmer of the party, Comrade Domes of the
trade imions, put themselves at the head of it and
promised to uphold the interests of the working miasses.
However, they declared Austria had no right to withdraw
from the ranks of the belligerent countries, for that
would mean & collapse of the economile existence of the
prolotariat. Again the workmen let themselves be duped

by their parliamentary reptesci*atives, The latter placcd
thomselves betweeir  the govGnment and  the wage-
earners,  They put forth soneademands, received from
the government the declaraticg Wiy desired, and the
wheols had scarvely rested furra wagek when the tolicrs
roturned to their daily work.

What was bound to lmpﬁc'.(. did hdppen. The gov-
ernmont realized that the repr eentatives of the workmen

.wero an exceilent Instrument i« it hands, a»7 gave the

proletariat nothing at all. Lteven forgot Ne promiso
that the leaders of tho mouvei*ent were not 1O suffer.
They wero cither. sent to Wh§ frunt or put into jail.
Their lives were shattered.  Nor wero any of the other
promiiscs kept. The comrades worhing with tho gov-
ermmenat under the namo of xfl radicals were stigmu-
tized Ly the leadors of the p.ty as political offenders;
the leading comrades had to Iave the party.

‘The coliapso at the fronts . Italy and Bulgaria, the
famlne in tho country, the «rcay of the organisating
wachinery for tko distribution os fowl-stufls, the streaminy
of the soldiers back from the sonts,~—all this finally led
1o the destruction of the .\ tro-llungarian monarchy.
In cotrespondence with- their eiincgraphic bascs scverul
republics wero furmed — the Tohokh; Soutb-Slavonic and
the Huogarian republic. Nothit’ vremaioed ol' the former
great Empire but the remnant 5 Gzrman Austrio, with
approximately 9 miliion inhabii..ots. Only ut the cleveath
hour diil the social democrucy M Gorman Austria make
up its mind 10 take the leao rship of the srevolutivis
into its hands. One still conu, ues speaking of a erevo-
lutions in Austriz. As & matt r of fact it was no revo-
lution at all. At the vory mo<ient when the proletariat
vould have seized power withaut a strucgle, the repre-
sentatives of tho social demg-racy placed themselves:
before the proletariat and the "ourgevisio and sail: The
timo for taking over the powe? has not set come. Weo
Iave to cnter into a coslithan with \he  bourucoinie.
A presidium was formed consiiiing of tho most clerial
of clerics, w German nationalijt and a social democrat.
When (his triumvirate took 1t:¢ power lato its hauds,
the bour had como for the ré*ulutionary proletariat ol
Austrin to rise. Not even in St 'rkh's times wus reaction
stronger than yuder the leaderslup of our representatives.
Dr. Reuner become Imperial Ghaneellor, Dr. Bauer, the
former radical, took the offico 3if Secretary of State for
Foreign Affuirs, the army wils cutrusied to Comrade
Deutsch, and all stato offices Jwere ozcupled by social



383

democrats together with representatives of the bour-
geoisle.

In May, 1918, suine sort of reconcllintion came aboat
between the left radicals and the various opposition
groups; a common platform was found. I8 was then that
the plan first urose to form a communist party in Austria,
At that timo we did not know that our Russlan com.
rades would once call: themselves communists, we did
not know that our comrades in Germany, the Spartacists,
would also adopt the name. of communist party. As a
small gronp we formed the idea and wished to carry it
into Iifs and start a new cpoch In the revolutionary
labour moveinent of Ausirin.

Those who began the stirngele were but few.  Many
of our best people wero in jail. Al the force for the
struggle had 15 be derivea from a dozen persons. At
tkat time we Jdecided ol 41grt a perivdical called the
Weekruf, a3 Communist wephly!

The terin ecommunistsy for the first time was written
on our flag. Dut the wevigy was guppressed from its
first w {ts last line. Its cqnfiscation prevented us from
currying out our plan oy distributing the Weekruf
among the working massesi celebrating the 1st of Mary,
However, a new and more secure foundation for com-
munism was laid when citil freedom was restored to
a cerlain extent, owing toimilitary collapse, and when
our valiant comrades werd released from jall after
nine months, imprisonment. yrvovember 3nl, 1918, we eonsti-
tuted ourselves as the oy ommunist Party of German
Austrias with the Weekrief us our central press-organ.

Novembor 12th, 1918 jtjerman Austria was to be
publicly proclaimed s repigrse. We had decided that if
the proletariat by its votiyg| would declare Wself for o
socialistic and not for @ pourgeols republic, we would
‘speak to the people in & gpmpmunist sense, We pow saw
that the sentiments of thp proietariat were thoroughly
revolutionary. Innumeraby|{ md banners bore the inscrip-
tion: oForward with thg ispcialist republics.  Some of
our comrader thenm uscepded the tribune of Parliament
and proclaimed the comsigiet principles. Thercupon we
chose several communists gn)l wanted to enter tho Par-
liament buildings in ordck jth inform the members that
the proletariat desired ¥ isqcialist republic and not a
hourgeois one. The door ¥ap slammed In our faces and
firing began.  Our comradae 1of the Ited Guards battered
at the door with the butt-¢ngls of their rifles in order to
gain entrance for u~. They pegun tbe shooting that you
all have heard of. The nnd Guards and the militin
npl‘lod to tho sbots that tksped from the interior of the
pariiament buildings, and stk kcelcbration of the bourgeois
repullic, which had been s hicely arranged, endod with
the temporary occupation of the I'arliament halls. As a
repressive mcasure the uzfarian delegntes demanded
that the communist ringlenflors he shot, otherwise the
country would ccase sendfng food-supplies tv Vicnna,
Thwe representatives of the soclal Qcmocnu however,
conténded that this was yoing 00 far; yet the evil-doers
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ought to be punished with all severity. And comrades
Steinbardt (Gruber) and Fricdlindor were aclually ar-
rested. In o fortnizht they were released, chiclly, thanks
to the instigation of the militia<councils. A number of
our Russian comrades, 100, were put 1o trial and expelled
from tho country. The social demoeraly of the goveramient
not only gave thefr sanction to It, but were partly erven
Initiators of this disciplinary punishment, The commun-
ist movement was condemned to die. The whole gov-
crnmental power turned azainst us.  The most embit-
tered struggles we had to fAght was with the social de-
mocrats of the government. In Vienna it was guile im-
possible for us to find premises. In some districts we
attempted to hold meectings in our capacity of commun-
Ist party. The premises were tahen from us with the
aim to pur.nl_\-sc'us. [n the provincial tonns the gov-
ernment socfalists enforced their power with still greater
success. At Graz, the centre of the Styrian industry, we
morg unable to hold a meeting for foor weehs, It was
the social democrat Resel who orzanised terror nwainst
the commuaists there. Only after having protested openly
in the strects and assembled in the gquares we ate to-
day in a position to hold our meetings in any hall,
Throughout the whole of Styrn communist erganisations
are in existence now; tho worhinen come to us, discuss
with us and join our platform. To-day no one dares
any longer to hinder our meetings or cheek the devel-
opment of our oruzanisations.

Thus we have carried the day.  But the social dem-
ocratic party will forever stand condemncd by history
for having endeavoured to make the communist movement
Impossible,

In our propaganda we never said that the social
democratic workmen were our enemies, we merely as-
gerted that they had been led astray. What we arc trying
o do is to win the revolutionary elements of the working
classes for our canse.  And, as the facts prove, the left
radicals everywhere join us.

On February 9th wo were at Inst in a position to
hold a review of tie-movement ip the whole of Gierman
Austria, and while for the first conference on November
3rd, 1918, only a very small group of comrades had gath-
cred, on Fecbruary 9th, 1919, the whole of Gennan
Austria was represented by its organisations. We adopted
a clear, sharply formulated communist platform, and
with rogard 1o tho National Assembly we declared that
we wouid have nothing to do with the election for it,
as the National Assembly was an instrument for the
fulsification of the revolution. And just the elections
were the climax of the social democrats’ political life.
We put up against it the idea of prolel an dictatorship,
of scif-government by the proletarinn organications and
domanded the formation of workmen's and soldier's
counctls,

Thus matters stood when we left Austria. We have
now four months of organisation work behind us. We
st no great slore by having & large number of members
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enrolled, bt we lay great stress on their incarnating
the revolutionary wiil, the will 10 act, on the existenco
of a stafl that would stand the test of a crucial issue.

Thus the communist party in German Austria stands
steadfast and ready for tho fray, persecuted by the gov-
ernmont, hated by tho social democrats. We are sorry
to say that Fritz Adler s nwot in our ranks. When ho
killed Premicr Stucrckh, and the workmen of Austria
wianimously and energetically demanded his release, ho
was a revolutionury symbol to us. Fkritz Adicer lolt
prison, but what happened? Those who had been devoted
to him, who had been ready to sacrifico everything for
him, were his friends no longer, for he bad become
their enemy. le placed himsell at the disposal of the
sorial democratic party, the very party that had stigma-
tised him and would have ¢xpelled him had he mot been
the son of his great father. 1o was put up as a can-
didate for the National Assembly and fn confederation
with the reactionary leaders of the workmen ho was a
bait for many toilers 1o vote for the parliament.

Heo declared himsell against all atlempts at splitting
the lahour movement, in jarticular did he oppuse the
activity of the communist party.

Our movement is a movement of the masses. Fre-
quently enough we are told: «RBut you communists havo
nv prominent men; the Russian communists have & Lenin
and Trotzky, a Bukbarin, who have long fought for the
ideas of ¢ommunism, for the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat. You have not a siogle world-known outstanding
leaders, Notwithstanding the  Wworking classes have
treated us seridusly, for they have seen that It is not
the great name that mihakes the thing.

P .

The workmen Iy German Audtria have bLeen told that
destruction, pillage, sabotage wire raging_in Russia and
that tho time was not far off, ahen the whole bolshevik
glory would be a leap of ashes. Yet wo see that this
glory has thoroughly established itself, that to-day the
Russiun communist party has starfed o new vpoch
tbo history of the world. While formerly Moscow was
the centre of reaction It is now the centre of the com-
munist movement, and this can never be destroyed.
That is why tho workmen of lierman Austria cherish
the movement of their Russian comrades, for they know,
that should the régime of tho communists in the IZast be
overthrown thero I8 no chaoce for the erection of a
communist foundation in the West.

The congress of the Second) International in Dern is
the ugony of a dying epoch, while the present cougress
is tho first sitting of the revolutionary prolctariat in
order to organize action.

We therefvre welcome you snd hope that this sitting
will Inaugrato a new cpoch. Flghteen days wo were on
our way from Yienna to Moscow. Like travelling jour-
noymen we covered the wheeo Uistance, on tenders,
engines, buflers, o catilo-trucks, on foot through the
lines of tho Ukrainian robber bdands, at tho risk of our
lives, always with tho longing idea before us: We want
1o g7 to Moscow, we must go 1o Moscow and nothing
is to prevent us from guing tlwre,

We have actually reached our aim. We are among
you, comrades. And our cojmon aim, the Universal
Federal Communist Republic we must and shall also
reach in the not far distant fyture.

Report of Comrade Sadou.

(Frangce)

Comrades.

1 havo to veg your pardon for speaking ncither German,
.he languyse of International Socialism, as comrade
Zivoviev called it yesterday, nor Russian, which is on
the eve of Lecoming the languago of International Com-
munism. The only language I am more or less master
uf is French, which, for the prescnt at least, has unfortu-
natcly to be defined as the language of revolutions, of
the past.

Before I — at, Comrade Lenin’'s request — set out to
give you a picture of the political situation in France I
wish to reply to some of our foreign comrudes who want
to_know what I, as & French oflicer, think of the Red Army.

Cotorades! Some weeks ogo [ had occasion to visit

the Northern front, whither the anxious gaze of the young
bleeding Sovict Republic is ditected.

Witk pleasuro do I take. #ivantage of this opportu-
nity at the first futernational Cvmmunist Congress openly,
before all the world, to exprtss the decp feolings that
agitate every true revolutionar, with regurd to tho great
Russian Communist Party, thiz forco of the world revo-
Jution. The latter in spito of diany notle efforts, has nut
yet gathered strength enougll #» Luild up s0 unquestion-
able a military Gorce as the jled Army in whose ranks
I have the honour of serving.

Many thanks do we owe:the leaders of this army
and, in the first place, to Conjrade Trotzky, whose inde-
fatigable energy counpled with nigh intelligence and true
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genius have succeeded In‘ nding new vitality to the
Russian Army, totally decay4d, though it was, already.

Scarvely six months have clapsed since the Allies in
their disdain and flerce hatrpd of the Russian revolution
declnred that two Czchh (iivislons supported by one
single Rritish-French detact,nwnt would suffice to over-
throw the Sovict Governmeitt:and conquer Russia. In
the first weeks events recmea .10 warrant this opinion of
the Allies, for tho hostile nwyycks in the White Sea dis-
trict and on the Volga developed with lightning speed.
Threatened by such peril of {:ith the revolutionary army
organised with admirable quschness. And now oven the
Allies have to acknowledgqg that the edespicabla» Rexl
Arpiy has grown to soch an extent as to be ablo to
hold its own agairst the hquile troops sent hither with
the most criminal design of xprming the bolshevik citadel,
They have to admit its excqpiency, s organisation, its
uilitary importance. Yes, they simply fear it. The
Allies’ fear of It Is so gr¢gat as to make them abstain
from military intervention, which, they have, In a most
jmpudent fashion, been threatoning the Soviet Govern-
ment with for over a year; thoy refraln from interven-
tion, however, nothwithstai ding their burning  desire,
doubtless though masked by hypocritical manifestationss
to throttle the Russian revolution a8 being a continuous
revolutionary danger ta the whole of Furope; and not-
withstanding their desird to roinstate the political power
of some tsar and 10 astist Jho Dourgeoisie in regaining
economic domination. _

The white guards of FKoltchak, Denikin, Krasnofl,
Petlurs, Mannerholm or Piderewaky ars to achieve in
Russia what the Allics ard unable to do with their
own forcer. .

However, by dragging the;Jicd Army into new struggles
the Allies themselves aro paeparing new victories for it:
for under Petrogrud, as onsthe Volga and in the Ural,
in the South as- in the Wps, the Soviet Troops will
emerge victorious, .

That is why 1 propose tp tho Comununist Conference
10 oxpress its approval to g First International Army
which has frustrated the pugipve expedition planned by
tho Allics and has ensured the welfaro of the Russian
revolution, simultancously hrilishing the West Kuropean
proletarfit with the possilyjity to organise and prepare
for the fight

Comrades, cightcen mofths -and a hall have gone
since I let France. 1 am, tderefore, no eyewitness as to
what ir passing thero now. fliowever, for an active puli-
tical fichter well acquainted Mwith the psychology of his
compatriots it suffices to perksp the French papers atton-
tively In onder to form ia cufrict cstinate of the political
events and, first and foremew. of tho role of twn such
prominent and popular jor:pdisations as the Sorialist
Party and the General Worirben's Confederation. It s
most interesting t9 follow 12 evolution of the feclings of
the French working nasses ’

When I left Paris in Sefftamber, 1917, thal Is to say.
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i faw.weeks before the October Revolution, popular opin-
lon in Franee recarded Uolshevism as a hideous carri-
cature of rocialism. The holshovik Jeuders wern looked
upon as criminals or lunatics. Their army was depicted
88 & hordo consisting of some thousands of fanatics or
criminals.

This was the geoeral opinion in France. 1 am asbhamed
1o say thut ninc-tenths of the majority as well as the
minority socialisty heild the eamc view, As an excuse
for aurselves we have to plead firstly, that we wcre not
inforincd at all oft the events In Russia, serondly, that
our press of all shades of political opinion on the basis
of invented facts and forged documents, tried to prove
the depravity, cruelly and unscrupulousness of the bol-
ghevike,

Tho scizuro of power by this <band of mutinecrs»
madd a terriblo impression, The slander hiding the truo
acspeat of Russian Communism became still worse after
the ¢onclusion of tho Rrest peace. At that time anti-
bolshevik propaganda had reached its climax.

Nevertheless, some impartial reports penetrated to
France after somo time. Some of us hegan to under-
stand that a party which had been alle to remove so
many obstacles could not possibly be based on terror
only, and that, to all likelihood, it was recogmized, loved
and supported by the largest part of the Russian people.

The bourgeois press continucs its vile persecution of
the balsheviks. The social patriotic papers ceased their
abuses but instead atarted wild attacks against the lead-
ers ot .bolshevism whose utopias, accordlog to the opin-
ion ol the social patriots, threatened to destroy the
Russiap révolution and were bound to expose tha world
revoluon. The papers of tho socialist centre (df the
longuqt group) showed less indigoation and disdain.
They even icgan to expose the Intrigues of the bourgeois
governpients. They protesied against armed intervention
though lLasing their tactics net on a feeling of socialist
solidarity, hut on tho right of nations to determine their
own fajc. Theso frreconciiable, wavering and cowardly
orthodrix persons, continued to abstain from all judgment
as to the xqcialist importance of tho bolshevik programme.
Surpristd and alarmed at the radicalisin of the tremen-
dous sqclal reconstruction carried through with firm con-
viction- by the Soviet power, they fllowed this meteoric
revolution without uaderstanding its necessity nor appre-
ciating its power. Yet they did not mako so hold as to
condenn it. Thelr embarrassment resombles that of evory
hotirgegis placed beforo & now ides, for as roclalists they
have sljown complete want of will powor. 1 cannot pro-

‘nounce 'very scvere seatence apainst them, for, not long

ago, I mysell bolonged to their ranks and possibly 1
would Jave remalacd as blind as | was, had I not passed
tho great school of Russian Commuinism here.

The first expression of sympathy, the first sign of
brotherly union — if only of n partial onec — took plage
st the sational conference of the Socialist arty of France
tn Octoder, 191R, In the widdle o} 8 speech by Longaet .
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on anncd intervention, onthusiastic ghouts of «}urrah for
4ho Soviet Rcpublic!s woere heard. Tiecse shouts came
as o surprise to tho Jeaders of hoth the majority and mi-
pority. Even Longuet, whom that conference elected leador
of the Soclalist P'arty, was moved 10 the heart. This was
tho first warning of the wise, though as yet unknown
fighters, to their lcaders.

Hencelorth, thoss latter — to their honour be it
saidd — began to support the revolution towards the lelt
much. more openly and this revolution has slowly lmt
surely intensified theso last six months. Fron that mo-
ment onwards it became clear that tho radicalisation of
tho masses went at a8 much miore rapid pace than that
of their loaders. The immediate intercst of the proleta-
riat fop the msterialistic, the real, tho well developed
political sentimests, the thorough and healthy instinct of
the French people, necessarily lead the proletariat to
scnsiblo conclusions; in other words, although lacking
the scientific basis of socialism, the proletariat will vet
arrive at conclusions In the spirit of communism. We
have no cxact data at our disposal, yet we havo reason
to lelicve that this natural tendency is to a certain
extent influenced by syadicalism. I do not wish to speuk
hero of the official leadgqrs of tho Genvral Workmen's
Confcderation, of Jouhaux, who has started a regular
flirt with the war supporting government, or of Merrheim,
whoso revolutionary activity has greatly declined. I much
prefer speaking of the fightors of syndicalism. They aro
much less known, of course, hut arv also less contaml-
nated by the process of decay, they have beon spared
from the spirit of the numberless parliamentary commissions
and ncrotiations with representatives of the government,
they have still kept the ardent spirit of syndicalism of
yore. Although but poorly fnformed on bolshevik Commun-
ism theso workers yet seem to have grasped its force
and vitality by mero instinet. They are mostly persons
standing ia the hack rows of public life, sometimes of no
prominent educational standard, yet posscasing strong will
power, and they will doubtlessly bo in the first runks
when tho conrso of history will demand of tho Fronch
peeple 1o begin a rcvolution that wlil lead it to
power.

Aud indecd, comrades, at present 1 sco no revolution-
ary loaders of the French Sociallst I'arty. Tlere uro
mostly persons at its head who, as offictals, havo no inner
tic with the wide masses of the population, persons who
have become trivial und slow of thought, owing to bour-
geois parliamentarism. The demoralising influenco of tho
chamber with its polito dcbates on tho one hand and its
socrof machinations on the other is quite peculiar and
tremendous, Such good comrades as Cachin, Lafont and
even Renaudel - - I surcly surprise you by naming him,
100 — fall victims 10 opportunism afier having worked
in tho Chamber for a few months only. Many of thom
will surcly change their minds — would that it were not
too late — nnd with their own hands kindle the flames
of revolution. Many will probably join the revolution
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within 24 hours aftcr its outrcaka but these will not e
able to foresce I3 advent oven 24 hours before, since
their judgment lacks insight ani their actions couraze
and decisiveness. I cannot say Yor suro whether they
will try to prevent the outreak sof the revolution or to
forcibly stem its tide; I cannotPeven assert that such
is their Intention; nor do T wish itito be thu case, for these
elepicnts could prove very valua'le workers if earricd on
by tho prolctarial and placed 1iler {18 control.

Thus wo sce that the Frenfi,revolution Is not in a
posilion 1o supply its own Lenint nor its own Trotzhy,
Nature is not too generous ingfurmishing such titans.
Aud, after all, two such mighre lcaders of the world
revolution aro cnough for the #rolntarfat to sattaio to
power. These lcaders are fully2equal to their mighty
taska. They have ahown us i way, they will also
smooth it for us. And should ithe Freach revolution
ever bo in nced of the Russian idcaders, you will sparn
them to us for a few weeks, Wil you not, comrades?
At present we French aro lacking not only a communist
comander-in-chief, but alse the Brominent revolutionary
genorals that Russia has so murv of and who by their
very charactoristics are true [Iussian phcnomena, out-
growth of tho naturo of the countis of Its erass contrasts
of climate and fis immense arc. true Russian pheno-
icna uhose mighty will have griwn strong like rock in
the Tzarist prisons and fa the leag years of exile, phe-
nemena ready for all possible suierings and sacrifices.

The Icaders of the French jeft soclalists, Longuet
and his fricnds, making compenisstion to reformism and
opportunisa as they dv, are not gapable of rovoluilonary
heroism. By po means do I wisli to say by it that they
will show no valour when the hqur will come, bLut they
will not have the necessary courai to hasten on this hour.

Tho bolshevik leadors are vhat thoy arc in the
highest sensn of tho word. 'I‘Iw) iave known how to lead
the people to revolution and to ine path mapped out by
history; They aro to the worairi masses what a light-
house Is to the marincr, showis him tho way hy its
lights. T am afraid our Frooch &taders will prove mere
disriples of the Russians.

I soppuse the French proletiriat will take the first
stép by fsolf, will hegin its »ost struggle all alune.
We plico all our hopes on the j -oletariat. long cnough
has it rested on the laurels o its glorlous ancestory,
pow it dexins to awaken. It ku/irs tho grand.futuro to
which it I8 predestined. Tts uvuncduth, yet strong hands,
courageously reach out for powey The shout that was
heard at the Uctober Conference ;a8 been resounding all
over France, for the last six 1o .ms.

Lately ‘most of the puhlkc 1ieetings close with tho
new  watchwords:  <Long livo {Lenine!  oHurrah for
Trotzkys! «lfail to the Dictatorgilp of tho P'roletariate!
«Long Hve tho Sovietsel Thesy calls of mecessity jar
upon tho cars of thase in power: and with indignation
do the bourgcols papers record “icm. Unfortunately the
lack of capable Icaders is greatigfeit; there is no united
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organisation and the movement that flares up here and
there is crushed but, too easily by rude force.

Yet, taking it pll in all, tho coursc of events Is
favourable to tho reVolution. : The collapse of the capi-
talistic order of \hings, the lotal locapacity [ this
régime 1o solvc questions o Sther peace or war, its
scnseless desire to rome 1o mere: illusionary compromises,
tho hatred which Is all it has #o sparo for the masscs,
only tend to increase the wratll and exasperation of tho
population. The autiquated kg of coming to an under-
standing with the lourgeoisg appears moro and more
uotenable to the workmen. 1 'he soclal patriots, those
adhercots of the impossiLle ¢ coalition, have long been
rejectod by the working masfs with disdain. Neor can
any ono he rutisfied with the] mmatore decisions of tho
leaders of the centre socinligy whose prolixity falls to
inspire any confidence whatsyer.

At least some light I8 1mrown on the pature of the
Russian eveats. ‘The bonesh und sincere tactles of Ahe
bolshevik party correspond nefch more to the temperament
of the Frenchman than do ti}/ hazy and dull formulae of
the frat (ierman revolution.g:

Yes, Comrades, | am c&:nln that the programme. of
the Russian Communist Paiyly — with a few alteratlons
adapted to Fropch conditioig. in particular as regards
the egrarian question, will fic welcomed by the French
proletariat in the ncarest fuitre.

And there Is vnly one w:d lcading lo R—propagunda
and once again propaganda. There is splendid soll fer
agitation. The fuexcusable postpondment o1 demobili-
sation, the imporialistic cfiui¢s of cupitalist oligarchy In
whose hands the power over:the whole republic is con-
ceotruted, the harsh demeaudor of the Lourgeolsie towards
the Russian and German nmlullons. the decay of the
siate, the economic chaos, lbul unemployment crisis, the
food supply dificulties — ali ithese contribute towards
the collapse of the r('- e L ¢xploitation.

When will the movemcn} I:r liberation Legin® Well,
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who can forctell the trend of events? There may be all
hidds of olistarles to keep back the fnevitable.

Fven before tho capitalists of the Entente organised
their mutual aid, what they strle -eloague of natfonss,
tho French rulipg classes knew how to protect them-
selves Ly special military forces, by eoloured and black
troops, by sencgalese and Indians quartered in all the
industrial dentres and reads to go against tke working
masses.

Last but not least, the government threatens the fu-
ture revolution with an economlc blockade which is to
expose the population of Franco to starvation by stopping
tho import :of American grain to France.

These problems will, of course, have to be well thought
oui. For it iy a tremendous responsibility that we undertake,

And yet|, as sonn as demobilisation will bring back
to France scveral million citizens and will call forth
unemployment and food crisis, I am sure, a proletarian
movement will start that will doubtlessly adopt the
Soviet form and join the communist party

Well then, let us go on with our work and await
tho sacred pour when the holy union of thé German,
French and Russian revolutions will make the social
world revolution invincible. And herewith 1 close. .

P'ermit rde, comrades, to read to you the declarations
of two fighters of the ranks of the left socialists, Ver-
feuil and Ldriot, that clearly illustrate tho psvchology of
the elementy truly fit for life, and so valuable for the
French Socinlist Party. (These declarations have been
published jn M 1 of the Communist International. Ed.).

Comrades, concluding my specch, 1 repeat onco mote:
scarcely six months ago the majority of the French No-
cialist P'arty cried: «Down with the bolshevikss!” Now
they slmat:  Lopg live tho Soviet Republics! Official and
precautious party organs tty to investigate the possibility
of prolctarian dictatorship in France. Do these facts
rcquiro any further comment? And are wo not fully
centitled to bipe that we will not have to wait long now?

Report of Comrade Trotzky.

(Russia)

sComraden Albert has nl-gu Hjat tho Red Army A:rnishcd
sn ample subject for discussisn In Germany, and if I undor-
stand him aright, the fear of en snvasion of Eastorn Prussja
by lhe Red Army even distujurs the] slumbers of Mesars.
Ebert & Scheidemann. Comru‘m Albert may wet the minds
of the present rulers of (ermabdy at rest. Fortunately or
unfortunately, that is pureiy h matter of point of view,
things have not gone so far A<:thal. [n any case, we are
in & much hetter position tn) meet & possible invasion oJ
our country, than we were at tho time of the Brest-Litovak
Peacc. This ix quite cerln|n._'rxl far as the development

ol the Soviey Government and ol the Red Army is con-
cerned, wo wrre, 80 to speak, still in our long clothes. At
that time thei Red Army was truly calied the Red Guard,
but that nowenclaturo has long ceascd to cxist. Tho Red
Guard was tno name given to the first detachmenin of ir-
regulars, the first lmprovired revolutionary groups | of
workmen whd. impelled by the impetus of the revolution,
spread proletarian revolution from Morcow and Petrograd
over the who® territory of Russis. This period lasted till
the first encodnter of the Red Guard with regular German
regimenis and then it became revcaled very clearly that
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theso improvised groups were incapable of aJording the
revolutionary Socialist republic any real protection, when
the work on hand was not only to deleat Russian counter.
resolutionaries, but to drive out a well-disciplined army.
From this point the opinion of the workmen concerning
the army underwent a sudden change, and the methods of
orzanisation were radieally reformeild. Under tho pressure
of the situation we proceeded to the formation of a healthy
army, organiscd on the basis of military science. In our
programme it is pointed out as  National Militia®. To spoak
of a militia, this demand of political democraey, in a country
ruled by the dictatorship of the proletariat is impossible,
for the army is clogely connected with the character of the
ruling power. War, as old Clausewitz snid. is butl the
continuation of politics, only by other means. The army is
the instrument of war and must correspond to tho polities
of the day. The government is proletarian, and the army
must in its social composition correspond to this fact. We
tonk & ecnsus of the composition of our army. In May
19K, wo passed from the volunteer army, the Red Guard
te n conseript ariny, but admit into it enly prolctarians, and
peasants not exploiting the labour of others. Tho impossi.
hility of rpeaking scriously of a militia in Russia is all the
more abvious i we take into account, that we have roveral
hastile elass armics on tho territory of the former Russian
Empire. Wo have a8 monarchistic army led by Cossack
officers and consisting of bourgeois elements and wealthy
Cossack peasantx, in the Don region. Then we had the
avmy ol the Constitutuent Assembly *in the Volga and
Ural region. The latter, the so-called ,peoples army®,
it was in fact called, but this army very squickly went to
piccen and the honourable members of the Constituent had
to leave the Volga region and seek—very much against
their will—the hospitality af our Soviet vepublic. Admiral
Koltchnk simply arrested the government of tho Constituent
Assembly and the .peoples army® was turned into a monar-
chistic army. We thus sce, that in a country where clvil war
iv being earried on, an army can®bo built up only on a
clasy baxis. Thiy is what we have done, with very good
resully,

Tha quostion of the commanding siafl created grave
difficulties for us. It goes without saying, that our
first care was to train red offlcers from among the work-
mcn and the more developed peasants. This work we began
from the very outset, and here, at the doors of this very
hull you may sce many a red cadot, who is soon lo join the
army as red officer. Of these wo have & very considerable
number. | do not wish to quote figurcs, as military sccrets
are military secrets. The figure, | repoat, is {airly high, bot
we could not wait for the red cadots to Llossom into red
generals, as tho enemy did not givo us the necessary breath-
ing space, and weo were forced to take rocourse to the old
commanding staff, and find the men we could use from
among thoem. In this we sucoeeded also. Of course wo did
not choose our officers from among the bdrilliant favourites
of the imperial court, but found perfectly coinpotent men in
sjimpler circles, who ably help us now to fight their former

THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

LTS AL TIITS SMEWEIUSER Y LIS LS WTS.AEFTOCE

394

SEEMITILE D T L Lot RS A mesmRs

time mcssmates. On the one side the best and most honest
elemonts of the old body of commanders, flanked by capable
communists as commisearies, and on tho other side the.
best clements from among the soldiers, workmen and poas-
ants for the subnitern commands; this s how we composed
our commanding stafl.

Our Sovict republie has heen forced to wage war from
the very first moment of its existeney o the present day.
Our front extends over cight thousand kilometres; in the
North and South, in the West and ast, we aro attacked,
weapon in hand, and we ust be on_our Jdefence. Kautsky
evon nccused us of having fostered miiitarism. But it seems
to me, that if wo want to koep powor in the hands of the
wurkers, we must defend ocurselves.

It wo aro to defend oursclves; we must teach the work-
ers to uso the weapona they forgx. \We began with disarmn.
ingg the bourgcoisic and armin, tho workers. If this in
militariam, s0 be it.— wo havo c.vated our own socialist
militarism, and we will keep to t at.

Our military situntion last Av ust was very grave: wo
were not only surrounded, but th noose was drawn pretty
tight round Moscoyy itsclf. From th. time on we lovsened that
noose moro and more and in the la:  six manths the Red army
conquered moro than 700,000 squir ¢ Kilometres of territory
with e population of 42,000,000, 16 .vernmonts with sixtocn
large towns, tho workers of whi o teok and take active
part in our struggle. Fvon to-dav: If you draw a straight
line on the map from Moacow ininny dircction, on overy
front you will find the Russian p.hsant, the Russian work-
man standing in this cold nizhs his rifle in his hand,
guarding the frontier of the Soci**ist Republic. And 1 can
assure you that tho worker-communist who form the nu-
clcus of thisarmy, feel themselve® to bo not only the guar-
dians of the Russian socinlist rerviblic, but the Red Army
of the Third International. And = to-day we are offered
the possibility of being tho hosts oI this socialist conlerence,
and thus thank our West-Europesn brothers for their many
years'of fricndship, we in turn ewe ull this to tho efforts
and sacriflces of the led Army, nn which our best com-
rades of the coromunist worker minicu work as ordinsry sol-
diers, rcd officers or commisscvies, that is, immediate
ropresentatives of our party, of Sirviet poworx who give the
tone, politic and moral, in every regimont, in every divi-
sion = in other words, who by t).air exampie show our red
soldicrs how to fight;and die for ocialivm. And these are
not idle words for our comradi? they sge followed by
action: in this struggle we have ist hundieds, nay, thou-
sandn of our best socialist worke'w. 1 presume, that they
died not only for our Soviet Rejwblic, but for the Third
International as well.

And oven if at prosent wo haviino intention of auscking
Eastern Prussia — we should on «:¢ contrary, be estremely
ploased Il Messrs. Ebert & Schei mann left us in peace—
one thing is certain: .if the houiistrikes and our West.
orn brothers calil upon us fo hel- we ehall answer: ,wo
are hore, we tave learnt to uiv srms, we are ready
to fight and die for, the world revilution®!
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Report of Comrade Platten.

(8witzeriand).

Dear Comrades:

Switzerland is lLut a small; country with a modest
movement. ller reporter is gottin a position to give as
extensive a dclincation of sirpigles as has been fur-
nished by the reports of other tountries. Yot we must
say that wo have tried to dor.what our solidarity with
our Russian comrades demandidd from us. Wo had been
rpared the trials of the war. =we could register better
conditions of life and our lalipug movemont took o course
different from that of the otlu'r countries. lowever, the
political reaction of the war Iiu fts affect on Switzer-
land, too.

QOur. party movement frouy Kio very first declared its
adhercnco to Zimmerwald. 1 wpi only touch briefly npon
the splits that took place, ap:g I wish to point out that
the struggle for Zimmerwald ;igr knocked off the extreme
nationalist vlements, so thi; .¢n folernationalist party
remaincd which developed vicorhusly. Yet in spite of the
inner splitting it was imposs/bje. to eject all the elements
Jeaning towards the right. A}l e comrades remained in
the party becauvse unily had taibe presorved,

Throwing a glance upon thwslvvelopment of the parly.
it suffices to say that alreadty pthile discussing the qucs-
tion of .sonding delegates 10! Zimmerwald ronfcrenre
it bocame apparent tha! eiey Within this clcansed party
pot only iwo, bLut as many s+ three, currcents existed.
Tho right elements, liko Styagr, Greulich, Miiler werc
not included, but Comrade iNaine was, although after
uxhibiting a strong inclination jrowards the right, ho later
on represented the right wins{ The later centre and the
left party wing participateq. sand each voted differently
on all questions. § joined th¢ p.immerwa'd lef.

Grimm voled agalnst the! Itf1, giving for his rcason
that in his capacity as presyient he was forced to keep
up tho connection between i1ge currents by means of &
ncutrnl attitude. Later on lit becamo apparent that his
sttitude was due to decper poytical reasons.

The etrugglo that had uy be carricd oo within the
party after Zimmcerwald, wuy ronducted by the lelt to-
gether with the ceptre of th¢ party. The Grutlians separ-
ated themselves, thus pointig; out the way the party
was 10 take. A rapld develgpment towards tho lent took
place, and If wo want to gite a chardcterisiic of our-
sclver wo have to say that 311 the resolutions adopted at
the- party conferences provdd' us to helong to tho Jeft
wing at the Interpational pid to be rcpresented bhere
with full right. However, 1ur structurc of tho country
leads to a strong clash betw.¢n theory and practice..

Comrade Grimm's missian, to Russia has not failed
to politically influcnce the M &s party movement. When
it was learncd by telegram p1| his attitudo in P'etersburg,

the far-sccing, and In the first place, the Ieft elements
at Zirich recognized at onee that Grimmis attitude towards
and positfon in the International and the Swiss party
could no longer remain the same. At the time many of
our comrades still hoped it had been a personal hlunder
of his. T upheld the view that we ought to publicly cen-
sure his policy, but 1 found no support aweng my com-
rades. Grimm roturncd and first dovoloped a sham-radi-
calism. However, he soon evoked the natural consequences
and we had to fisht hari with him. At the noxt party
conferonce the struggle will be «till more acuts for then
the party will definitely define ftx position. Whether of
not a splitting will take place 1 can mot yet say.

The trade-union movement in Switzerland has the
same defects as in Germany. A stafl of sccrotaries ruled
the movement and the danger existed of it becoming per-
manently ossified. The hardships resulting from the increase
of fund prices farced the workmen to begin the strngzle,
which thoy did without =anction from the central trade
union's committee. The trade unions willy nilly had to
undertake the cadership. The workmen of Switzerland have
speedily recognired that the only way to improve their
material position was to igoore the trade union statutes
and start the fight not under the leadership of tho old
union but with leaders according to their own choice.
A workers' concress and a workers' council were formed
wherc the revolutionary spirit was displayed just as in
the Russian Sovicta at the beginoing ¢f the Russian
revolution. The task of the workmen's council was to
take the whoio power into its hands. The workmen's
congress took place in spito of the opposition of the trado
unions, and‘its very first task was to cxamine the weap-
ons of struggle necessary for & mas3 strike. The later
fights were preparcd for and contrary 1o the wish of the
council of that congress the great struggle broko out that
has brought the Swies workmen fuce o faco with a mighty
task. Tho last rixing has drawn over 400.000 workioen
foto tho strugcie.

Owing to the timorous policy of the Central, again
Zurich had to tako tho lead. Only two days after the
outbreak of the strike at Zupich the Central, in order
to reassert its fading prestice, issncd the slogan for a
general strike, and, thanks to this, it was possible to extend
the strucglo over the whole country. The Swiss proleta-
riat believed itself able to carry on the struggle without
weapons by mere cessation of work, and perscverance.
The struggle lasted five days, and on the fith day, the
Central, much to the dismay of tho workers, ordcred the
strike to cease;” Hero again was treachery to the cause
of thn workmen. Tho commitlce, consisting partly
of officials, proved unequal to tho occasion. As & rcason
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for cutting short the struggle they contended that the con-
tinuation of the strike would Lring about a bloody ejvil
war. leated discussions ensued. Tho defoat was followed
1y lockouts; tho struggle was lost.

However, this strupcle, demanding the greatest courage
of tho workmen—for the military forces were well armed
and about 40,000 men were called out—pavo a clear
insight into the future procedure of struggle. When the
fizht was at an end and the position was being discussed,
tho workmen realized that ir the future the struggle could
not take the same form, but would have to be bloody
uprisinga.

“Terrible reaction sct in after tho defeat. Almost all
the leading comrades, nere brought up for trial and are
now awaiting the verlict. Ilundreds of raiiway men will
ais0 be tried by tho military authorities for having re-
fused to work.

A further important coroliary of the above was the
cxpulsion of the Russian Mission from Switzerland. I cun
fay that the rumoura alono alout the expulsion of the
Russian Mission from the country have contributed greatly
towards fanning the discontent of tho workers. Later
on, however, the strugele became connected with various
demands. We declared that we had started tho ficht
because micasures werg going to be taken against the
Soviet Government that wo considered a provocation. We
felt the expuision of tho Russinn Mission the more so,
for it had done us great service in transmitting infor-
mation from Russia contradicting the false rumours that
were being spread. We have further reason to regret the
expulsion of the Russian Mission,. sinco it has become
much more difficult for us now to spread tho fino revo-
lutionary literature that Russia possvsses. Tho Mission
had firnished us with many works of Lenin and Trotzky,
which not only Influenced the revolutionary spirit of the
pre'etarian masses but also gave a decp fosight Into tho
whole Russian movement and into all the stages of pro-
etarian dictatorship.

When wo had somewhat rccovered from the shock
at tho expulsion of the Russian Mission caused us, we
*gan to print moro works and to distribute the splendid
atcrial as bast possible. 1 am in a position to say that
tcly our own propaganda has greaily increcased. By
yans of loaflcts, pamphlets, meetings, we are trying to
volutionizo the prolctariat and to set our aims clearly
oro them. In particular I havo to montion one group
. which we woro at variance on cortain iquestions.

R L L

To this group we owe the work §f culightening the army.
Wo will have to think seriousiyof attracting the forces
of this group to coojointy wor#, This will Le possible
when the party will have clearly defined its position.

Onc more important point ;4 have to mentiou. We
must beware of losing the presR this mighty weapon of
strugglo. W'o have nothing to [(;r if wo can cnsure the
press. carelylly and uanconditionn y.

‘The party conferonce prece. :ng the workinen's con-
gress was a sarprise conferencoy [ played a rdle there
in 8o far as my position of secrXary to the party coabled
mo to throw my mandate inte. t’» balance. At this con-
ferenco tho right wing made a»rush. With the help of
the centre they succended in trursferring the seat of the
party from Zuvich to Bern. IYdeclared that I had to
oppose any attempt at smuggling tho management of the
party affairs from the hands o:the radicals at Zirich
into those of the DBern comradys. Bern, as seat of the

‘panty offices, was cquivalent th adopting the policy of

the centre. At this confercnce¥omrade Grimm conde-
scended to have himsell olecttdl om tho manazemont
board. Ilo was not elected predident, but the old Zim-
merwald chairman was ready ®* work under the presi-
dency of a social patriot. And, wotwithstanding this, how
proudly did that very same Ainmerwaldian- chairman
declare in Parliament: «f am 5 bolshevik, not even »
Zimmerwaldinae. )

‘The comrades that helped tfs3c crass apportunists to
lake the presideniul scat have t<ne a hase deed towards
our wing and have contributer 3wards discrediting them-
sclves in the eyes of vho masse:. ‘Tho transfecenco of the
seat of the party had not the !-su.ts expected, since the
following pariy conference dis iared the president and,
murcover, proved that two-thibls of our cemrades sup-
portcd the extremo lelt.

The question of sending dclf-;..tcs to the International
social patriotic confercnce of Bela was decided in the fol-
lowing manner: 193 against {4 voted for a resMution
proposed by myself opposing tepresentation at the Bern
confcrence, the latter being & casferen co of treason to tho
interaatyonal proletariat. Our sslidarity with our Russian
party comrades was given oxpfession to. ALl the members
of the centre and tho righ? wing voted agalnst us.
Novertheloss, when the vote w.s finaliy taken wo couild
still register o majority, and” this dccision has created
great excilement iy a country® whore the social patriots
wore accustomed to rule their §onfcrences.
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Report of Comrade A. Rudniansky.

(Hungary).

Owing to the fart that the Hungarian deldgates of the Com-
munist Parly were detained n route and, in consequence of
thin, were unable to take py In the Conference, the present re-
port upon the development of the Communist movement in
Hungary in basod or coa 1unications which were received
from Hungary by the local b reau of the Party up to the 15th
of February, this year. S

Al the end of November. 10 Communist Party of Hungary,
which was composed of C.: munists who had returned from
‘Russia, the extreme ,loft°, nd a small group of left-radicsl
intellectuals, declded to rés tn from the Soclal-Democratic
Party. The first workers ut >n whom the Communists relicd
were iron and other mct | workers, At the moment
when the Communist Party: as founded tho general position
was favorable fur & revoluti iary prolotarian movement.

Oa the 16th of Novemj r & Republic was procialmed in
Hungary, but the power it:: 'l remained in the hands of the
Government, which receive! ita sanction from the Archduke
Josef. The dilforcnce cons 'ted only in that the Minlster-
president, Count Karolyl, anid{ is supporters, caliod themselves
the .People's Goverrment® : ud submitted themselves to the
National Council. (The latte” undertook all the functions that
had formerly beon fulfilled Ly I'arliamenl) This National
Council consisted of 'ndcpeu ents, radicals and social-demo-
erats, and intcnded to functio  until the clections to the Leg-
islative National Arsembly toyk place.

But it was not dilficult: v foresee a further dovelopment
of the revolution right from tae very first weeks. The peas-
ants walted for the shanwy out of the land by the new
-Peoplo’s Government®, the, J-roletariat hoped that it would
be freed from exploitation, . wnilst those of the soldiers who
had returmed home demanded work and compensation for
their sufferings. The Qovetigaest, however, was unable to
earry out all these demandr; w2 tho discontent of the masses
continued to grow.

About this time, Communists who returncd from Russia
hegan to set about active work, The attitude towards the
Commusist movement on tlrs part of the Soclal-democratic
Party was at first one of disdain, as it considercd the former
quite usimportant. It soon tptame convinced, however, that
the interests of the maseen were jolned with those of the
Communists and not with those of the social-democrats.

When the Communists expiained to the Proletariat that

soclal-democrats, in alliance with the bourgeoisie, were not in
& ponition to bring about a radical change, — pointed nut
from ¢py to day that revolutionary® social-democracy was
forced to grfend the rights of private property and to coun-
teract tho interests of the workers, — then there was but one
argument left for tho Social-democratic Party to make use
of it affirmed that the unity of the Hungarian proletariat
would come to an end if the Communists retained a firm
footing in lungary. This kind of counter-agitation did not
enjoy any particular success, but gave the social-democrats
the possibility, in agreement with certain trade union organ-
isations, to persecute the communist movement In the wor«t
possible manner,

The Communist movement found its moxt favourable ground
amongst town workers. Many factory organisations jolned it
as & whole. A atrong Communist fermentation was also to
be noticed amongst the soldiers, particularly amongst apocial
parts of them.

The Communist movement amongat the peasaatry devel-
oped In 8 quite pecullar manner: it was found that Commun-
1st organisationa arose quito independeontly amongst the
village poor. Usually, theso kinds of organisations wero
formed from the prisoncrs who returncd home to the villages
from Russia, after tho proclamation of tho social-demorratic
sirarlan rcform. Theso peasants offpred the Communist Party
thelr aid. Analogical pheoomena wero also to he observed in
the Soviets. In gencral, however, the Soviet movement in
Hungary is weak. Owing to the fact that the town proic-
tariat is placed under the influenee of both the roclal-demo-
crats and the Communiste, a fow soviets of workers depu-
ties which bave heen formed under the lcadership of
the vocial-democrats are nimost entiroly In their hands, and
are of use (0 the Communints only as an arcna of strugeie.

This struggle has already come to an cnd in the sovicts
of Soldiers Deputics, in some soviets the Commuynists already
form the majority. The pcasant sovicts, however, which are
certainly neither very powerful mor very numerttnn. ars en-
tirely (Commuuist.

Thanks to this reinforcement and development of the
Communist Party, as well as to the growing influence of tha
Communists in the Soviets, we are already able to predict
that In Hungary also a decisive role will be played by Com-
wunism.

Report of Comrade O Grimlund.

(Sweden).

The Swedish Left Sociallt Parly was formed about two
yoars ago with the cooperajien and help of tho whole move-
ment of youlhs, ‘as a resui of the old social democratic
party under Braating's leuir_nhlp, deviating more and more
from sociallsm. Also, the 12aiers of the partly and the vari-
ous local parly boards wpte actually terrorising the old
party and the minorily, briitlly suppressing all opposition,
all defence of the party prorrsmme. the party taetics. The
new party dirrctly Joined ofic orcanisation that had heen

gathering the rovolutionary organisations gnd minoritics
round its flag during the war and that had*temaincd truo
to the International, . e.. tho Zimmerwald commission (the
Swedish parly always having belonged to its left wing).
‘The standpoint of the party was a eloarly revolutionary
one. It always, in daily papers and pamphlets, led a relent-
less war against socisl patriotism in general and its Swed-
ish edherents In particylar. The propaganda work of the
party was dirceted primdrily towards rousing the working
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masses into a class struggle and revolutionary action. Nor
has this propaganda proved futile. The mémborstip grows
from month to month, the party alrcady counts two hundred
brancbes, the wholo youth’s organisation stands on“the
revolutionary platform of tho party. Numerous professional
organisations, social patiiotic and reactionary until lately,
sre now Leginning to join our ranks.

When tho party was .formed all it had at its disposal
was one periodical appearing threo timos a week. Now its
chief organ, the . Politiken®, appears daily in eight pages
and is widely spread among tbe workmen. Further, we have
started as many as twolve papers in tho provinces, threo
appearing daily, the rest three times 8 week. The youths’
organisations bave tRoic own widely apread papor, the
SStormklockan®. Sinco the Russian Novoraber revolution the
propaganda and organising branches of the party havo been
put to & hard test. Fully conscious aa the Party was of ils
selfevident duty as a class party, it declared Its solidarity
with the Russian revolution from the very first moment. All
our papers, in particular the ,Politiken=,day in day out carried
on a bard struggle against the cawpsign of lies and libel
consciously and systematically led by the centres of coun-
ter rovolution in Stockholm and Helsinglors. The organ
most ready to servo the strugglo agsinst the revolution is
Branting’s .Social-Demokraten®. It was thus our duty to
cloarly point out to tho workmen the sharp dilference he-
tween tho social patriotic standpoint and our own. We illus.
trated our theoretic work by means of the practical work
of our Russian’ comrades and vice versa; wo proved the
relationship hetween the Swedish social patriots, the Rus-
sisn mensheviks and the German Scheidemanns by means
of numerous examples. Notwithstanding the receney of ita
organisstion and its numerical weakness our party has

== o -

done its best to instil 8 rovoiiiionary spirit in our masses
and to win over the Jalter td‘the side of revoiution. The
tragic ond of the Finnish rove.iution also offcred us an op-
portunity for active propagaids against the bourgeoisie
and the social patriots.

In view of the necessit?’ to unite all revolutionary
forces, the parly bas comoined itscll with the radical pro-
letarinn organisations, as, e..x., the syndicalists and the
anti-parliamentarian Young Sncialists, as well as with the
Workmon's and Soldiers’ t'niAn, an organisation that exter
nally had for its alm the fidternization of the workmon
and roldiers. Conjointly with (the above organisations the
party Issued watch-words a4 proclamations, carried on
propaganda and did the ncqresary preparatory organisa-
tion work.

However, there are elemdcdits in the party whose views
do not coincide with those ofi*he party. Thoy sre elemonts
that joined us bocause they vicre dissatistied with the old
party. But thoy have no firm-pint of viow, as clearly evi-
dencod Ly the fact that throur™ their apokesman Lindhagen
they oppose prole'srian dicta:srship, preuching Jhumanity®
and .pacifism®. Etory party r.omber well understands that
the noxt party conferencyg 17ust make short work of the
aprending of sucli phantastic »ourgeois idcas.

With great pi~asure did dur party board welcome the
fnvitation to joint proclamatiin, of the Third International.
which forms tho logical devé&opment of tho Zimmerwald
movements As regards the chiof fdeas of the Invitation.
our party of course fully agrers to them; it ia only to some
individual practical points that the members of our parly
board object. I have been itstructed to vote for the for-
mation of the Third Internat.wnal, though formally join it
weo can, of course, only sfter The next party conference.

Report of Comrade Sirola.
(Finland).

Comradcs:

A ycar has passed sinco the Finnish Proletariat fought
out its lifc and death struggle with the bulcher bands of
the bourgcoisie. Manly it rosc to defend its liberty and life
and to beat the rflictionary attack of the white guards. In-
udcquately prepared as it was from a political and military
point of view, yet it held its own at the fronts for three
months, simuliancously achieving s considerable amount
of social and cconomic organisation work in the rear. This
first revolution of the Finnish proletariat was guppressed.
The sell-sacrifice and courage of our comrades and the
invaluable help of our Russian brethron wero insufficient
to ward off lho\pnulwght of tho internationa} hords of
white guards led by Finnish, Swodish, German nnd Rus-
sian officers. At the cnd of April, Germany having castits
regular troops into tho balanco as a dccisivo factor, the
whites succceded ig frustrating the planned evacuation into
Russia of the best 'ﬁvlng forces of the revolution.

The barbarian vindictiveness of the white blood-hounds
is known all over the world. For months tho butchers
raged against the proletariat, against men, women and chil-
dren. Along with Finnish proletarians hundreds-of Russian
comredes and red-guard were shot. According to reports
recently published in Finnish papers, the total number of

the murdered excceds 13,000. find additional notices appoar
contiriously, stating that 100 s~ 300 and more proletariana
bave been exccuted in this or jhat parish. To thene victims
we have to add those 15908 who perished of starvation,
diseano and misery in the cogtentration camps.

These bloody figdies, tiy» are hy no means overesti-
matced, ought to xerve as a % arning to all workmen, whe
dream of pcaceful cooperatio’ with the bourgeoisio on the
hasis of democracy. Wo ho*-" tho comrades of the Thind
Intornational will'impress upsh the workmen of their own
countries the experiences &« the Finnish proletariat. In
brief, these oxperiences teacly2iv that the proletariat should
defino ita position towards iy principlos of socialinm ax
xoon as possible and should ¢scparato without delay from
all elements and groups th.» either have already proved
themselves traitors to the Atorking man or leave him in
the lurch at the crucial mvment Democracy or dictator-
ship, this question must be p.t decinively; tho actual reve-
lutionary situstfon is to be -itarly defined. Tho proletariat
ahould not furnish the enem>: an opportunity for taking the
initiative. At an hour chosen{ ny itself as best possiblc it
is (0 lcad the attack and dervroy the power of the bour
geoisio, the state mechine.

For too longa time we 13 were imbued with the ideol-
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ogy of & _united® warker's movemont. It was only after
the revolution thot s paration becamo unavoidable. The
linca wore sharply drawn. In Finland the extreme right
wing of the old so-.£l democracy was granted Jfrecdom®
of organisation and press with the expreased aim of yealm-
ing“ the workmen. Tig'so traitors did their hest to quench
the Finnish prolotaring the last year of tue revolution and
propagate for a peaccuin parliamentarian Inbour movement of
trado unions and coanerative orzanisations. In ceriain bour-
Kgeois eircles they obsagned a hearing and at the political elec-
tlons, within three :ixive, they will ,obtain 8 nuniber of
votes. Bul the masses, priured with imprisonment, starvation
and misery, having tge white terror fresh in their mewo-
ries and the living ec;ammple of proletarian dictatorshin in
Russia before their.¢wes, remain strangers to these warn-
ings of tho scris @ the bourgeoisie. The rovolutionary
proletariat of Finlajig bas nothing in common with the
friends of tho Bchiormanns and Brantings that aro now
st Bern fraternizing. with all social traitors of the world,
the Finnish proletagiat is™wo redder than ever before. Even
the bourgeois papeysiare forced to acknowledge it, and we
have many exampuct of the Flnnish proletariat heartily
welcoming the comyréinist party.

The Finnish eopjuunist party was organised at the end
of August al the .soscow congress by emigrants living
thero in exilo. We: mowever, live in exile of quite a mew
type. in & socialiat .country. We, who had been radicals
or loft radicals hav» bhocome communists on tho basia of
our revolutionary et!ierionces, on the basiy of our acquaint-
ance with tho theortic work of our Russian comrades and
in particular, of the 'living cxample of communist organi-
sation work here top Russian ground. In an open letter
addressed by ourlpnrn to Comrade Lenin we havo laid
down our confessi-q1 ol laith and have minutely reported
ON OUr CAPOricNCCs- -

Originating fréd Petrograd. where our central com-
mittee i3 working. fwu -1avo carried on propaganda amoog
tho Finnish town ang egriculturn] labourers living in Russia.
About 25 commun, , og:anisations have Lieen founded, over
40 pamphlets hary L:en published, one daily paper and
two periodicals, 'J Yitmish and & Swedish, have been
started in Russis. amirmonious work with our Russian com-
rades in the partvy yn soviet Institutions, on economic and
cultursl grounds ras been organiaed.

A matter of ey greaf importance is, of course, the
military preparatiin, Uur military organisation is entrusted
with the training §{jthe Finnish soldicrs into red guards.
About 15 translatigres of military works are ready; courses
for the training o yver 200 young men for commandorship
are being organizid: In Pinland a considorable namber of
secrel communisty orgsnisations aro active in spreading
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lilerature and ncwspapers, carrying on propaganda and,
notwithstanding impritonement, torture and death, prepar-
fng for tho future rising. At the conference which tovk
placo at the end of January, representutives from Finland
participating, scveral theses were adopted on tho nearest
tasks of the revolution in Finland.

We are deoply convinced that wo will soon join our
true comrades in Finland in their struggle. Our conviction
is bared not only on our ardent desire, but on an analj sis
of the Finnish situation. Tho influrnen of imperialistic,
overgrown decaying capilaliam is setting in on Little Finland.
too. The Finnish bourgeoisio has created its littlo world
after that patiern. decay and demoralisation have set in
everywhero. Speculation and fraud are flourishing, death
from starvation is hecoming mora and more frequent. The
state budget has risen from 100 millions 'to o figure by
far exceeding 1 milliand; taxes and national debt have
increased accordingly. Bribery is rampant, civilisation has
becomo prostituted. The army, with its glittering misery of
officcrdom and the dictatorial eourt, has come to life. Rene-
tion is spreading. Examples of the general decay sro fur-
nished by tho separatism of the Swedish speaking popula-
tion. of the Aland isles and in other places, while the pa-
triots dream the dreams of conquerors. As a matter of
courso, the picture is completed by the ;z‘endnrmory. by
violenen oxercined by the bourgeois guards, by the Persecu-
tion of rovolutidnarier, house searches en masse, arrests,
tortures alter the manner of the Spanish Inquisition, tho
shooling down of prisoners suspected of attempts at flight,
and so on.

Buch a system cannot last long. Only the right mo-
ment is wanting which would make the revolutionary situ-
ation explode. And thin moment will romne soon in connec-
tion with tho dovelopment of tho international situation.
After the thorough (lauo of its German adventures the
Finnish bourgcoisie is, of course, on tho side of tho Allics
and the latter expects from its new serf services in the
atruggle of the world imperialism against bolshevirm. The
expeditions to Esthonia and the organieation of tho Ruesian
counter-revolutionary armed troops in Winland, who are
also propared to fight the independence of Finland is witness
to it. Obviously this adventuro must end in failure. This
will be the signal for the struggle to begin and this timo
{t will lead to tho establishment of aniron dictatorship of tho
prolotariat alter tho practical exampie of our true, cour-
ageous forerunners, the Russian proletarist. Wo base our
hopes on the solidarity of the world prolelariat, next to
the Soviet Republic of Russia. The Finnish proletariat too
will fight under the star of the third communist interns-

tional, the world-wide league of proletariar Soviet Repub-
les.
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ENGLAND.

Civil War in Ireland.

The white terror reigns in Ireland. The whole land Is
under martial Jaw. «We need no less than 8 quarter
of 2 million soldicrs to kecp order in Irclands, writcs
the Times. Almost all the Sinn-Fein lcaders Lave been
arrested. Court-martials are rampans, and the prisoas full,

In the middle of April, there was unrest in Limicrick,
which geaeral Shaw head of the punitive expedition,
declarcd to bo in a state of sicge. The town was sur-
rounded by troops: no onc was allowed 10 como or go.
Armed antomobilcs, armed traioss, acroplanes, etc. wcre
sent from London, and were placed at the disposal of
general Shaw,

«All Ireland», writes the correspondont of the Daily
News, «is transformed into s military camp. Limerick
rosembles a besicged town. It is a emall town situ-
ated on the river: Shannon. The bridges are guarded
Ly soldiers, who have orders to allow no one across. .,
The municipalities have boen dismissed, and tho fate of
tho town with {ls 38 thousand inhabitants i3 {n the hunds
of the militarys.

The workers of Limerick answercd the stato of sicge
with a general strike . .. eLimerick is as if it wero deads,
writes tho correspondent of tho ZAfanchesler Quardian.
It secems as if it were Sunday all tho time. All the shops
aro closed with the exccption of thuse trading in articles
of primary necessily, and thcso are only opened for a
few hours @ day... A strango gort of dual-nutliority has
been established. The whole power is concentrated in tho
hands of the military comumand, but on the othor hand,
the suike committco rogulates internc] ordors. The
strike committco has taken over the distributivn of food,
the fight against profitocring, public safety, etc. During
the strike, Limerick was suppiled with food by the
trado unions and workers organisations of the neighbouriog
towns. Tho siriko committeo ostablished public storvs,
and issued estrike moooys, & kind of exchango paper
money which it distributed to tho population. On tLis
papcrmoney from one to t¢n shillings, tbare s an
inscription of: «Gencral striko against English militarism.
Limerick, 1919». Finally, the strike committeo dccided
10 organise a Soviot of Workers Deputlcs and to place
the wholo power in its hands. For a period of ten
days, » soviet authority existed In the besicged town
of Limerick,

.{\._...‘----~-—---../" \\. R !
‘ , . R .

‘at the beglaning of March

The Manchester Guard.an of April 24th writes:
oIt Is cloar that the soviet: will be broken up. The
soviot acted very absurdly s iietimes, but yoo must give
it its due; workiog under s h dificultios, it was ablo
to manage the town and bec-me masters of tho situation.
During the cleven days of 1i’: soviet régime, there was
oot ono c¢ase of violence, 1.hbery, ete., in the town.
Fconomie forces (ono does 1.0t exactly know which —
cditor) broke up the soviet. *la oncrgotic protest against
English militarism has jefl it traces, has not been fin
vain. The flamo of protest w-il burn in Limerick aod
other Inaa towns for a lon;:"!ime to comes.

Thus Lyntcs a. bourgoois-. eral powspapert

Thd workers of Cork foli 7cd the oxamplo of their
Limerick comrades, and on % pril 16tk doclared a general
strike,

On April 16th thero w2, alsd & conference of Irish
trade unioas fo discuss the vncstion of a general strike
for the whole of Irelazd.. On April 24th, the con-
ference came $o tho decizionlnot to declare the strike
for the present, but to call jether immediately » con-
ferenco of trado unions and.. -orkers’ organisations. This
took place at the begioning  of BMay, but we are still
without news of its decisiun-

Soldics.,” Riot.

On April 161b, in tho  iverpool High Coourt, the
trial was opcned of the ir..tors of the soldiers’ riot
which took place in the Ki- ¢l camp, near Liverpool,
* ue following details of the
riot wore rovealed at tho ' \}:

On March 5t, a soldic! 3 meeting was held In tao
camp. Accordind to the ‘{anchester Guardian, the
meeting bore a D08t excitec and revolutionsry character.
Tho soldiers, amcog whom 1 ¢ majority were Canadians,
domanded immed ate demobl. 'sation. One of the witnesscs
at the trial, giving .evidonce said: «The orators at tho
meeting  called for’ the ex :roination of the officers.
The chiel incitor, Scrgeant wcorge Loreis, waved a red
flag, and yrgod tho soldicrs:-o atop at notbings.

Tho mocting kad hardly: disporscd when a cavalry
division arrived from Livcerp: ol. The rioters met it with
8 hurricane of styoes. The avalry division wuswgiven
the ordor to fire. The rioter:: took up their position in
the surrounling ditchos. «l:.was real trench warfare,
a real cavalry attacks, decired another- witness at the
trial. Two of the leadors of rhe riot were killed after
the first charge. The rioters..vere called on to surrender,
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but this thoy suswered vy a volley, eAnd George Lorett
stood all the time wavijig & red flage.

The most loyal troods were sent to the aasistance
of the cavalry division. tim riotors rushed out of tho
ditches and made a comger-attack. «George lorctt was
at the head with the ra sy in his hands. Tha trench

warfare ended in a hapigsto-hand battle in which the

«loyalistss came out Vv#-Rorious.

After the riot had ‘hicn suppressed, an ordef was
given to the Idenlily a3 many instigalors as possible!
The eimpartlalscourt upirtial was composed of thoso
samo oficers whom thy rioters marked out for ecoxter-
miaations. At the first sit{ings of tho court, & esurpriscs,—
according to tho exprcpsion of the Manchester Guar.
dian, — occurred. It appeared, thal out of six prisoners
five had disappcared wijiout Jeaving any iraco bebind
them: only George Lyt rcmained. Howevor, therv
were’ six soldiors on |li prisoner’s hensh: five, accord-
ing to the same Manchcdler Guardian, were substitutes,
Counsel for the defencd. s Canadian officor, banded in a
petition to suspend thy Irial owing to tho absenco of the
prisonors: tho court detided that tho substitutes emust ovi-
dontly bave taken partiin tho riot, in any case, this would
be clcared up at the orfal .

The scnicuco i3 stdl unknown to us,

Beating th¢ Glasgow Workers.

In the middle of Yiril, trade uanlons in Glasgow
worc Lrought up for srjul for having been beaten by
the police.

There wero great sjrjkes “in Glasgow towards tho
end of Jaouary, the wodivis of sevoral branches of industry
went on strike simultpricously. On Januvary 31si, there
was & epcaceful demqnstrations Scveral thousands of
workers marched in #ho direction of the towa hall.
A delegation was scot sto the mayor, ap the head of
which were Neil Maclan, M. I', and James Kirkwood.
The duicgates hardly mad time to entor tho town-hall,
when mounted polico dsbed Into the squar'e, and the
police started beating' 8.« workers with thelr truncheons.
Here Is a pictere of .this sccne as pulnted by scveral
witnesses at the trial:

Witness Mac Phye I saw ‘a boy of ten whose bead
had been broken by v truncheon. Of course, the boy
.died ‘Instantly. I sub2a policeman dealing blows at a
man Jying in a podl ‘of blood. Tho crowd was. withcut
arms and could not gid’end itself.

Witness Johnstgn; I happencd to bg io' the square
by chance. It I8 quith impnssiblo 17 describo the cruclty
and brutality of tld ;. police. They beat tho wounded,
some of them to deatl} and hit men who were down.

Witness Nursq Miéire. Op the eve of the domonstra-
tion, tho leader of thestrike, Shinwell, warned the work-
ers that an altack was being prepared against them,
that troops had boch calld from Edinburgh, .and ad-
vised he workers <10 behavo prudentlys and cautioned

THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 4

ST SFTEECTI SWS & T.— . ECERSL ST T I T i

B e o ]

them against provocation. I saw how a policeman hoat
s man wounded in tho leg. ¥ was in tho rquare the
whole time, attending to the wounded, and saw how
several policcmen rushed at Macican and Kirkwood
when they came out of the Town Hull, sad beat them
ontil they wero half deads.

Shinwell and Kirkwood, together with other Rrade-
unfonists, were arrested and charged with «inciting tho
crowd to rebellions. and eorganising an attack on the
polices.

The Triple Alliance.

Tho Mincrs’ Federation, by a majority of 693,08 ¢
against 76,992, voted for tho Sunhey Report (seco N 2
«Commuuist Internationals) and e«t0 postpone the strihe
for a more favourable times.

At the Miners' conference on March 26ih, ft was
decided to demand from tho government the following
points:

1. The abholition of conscription.

2. The recall of British trvops from Rysia.

3. Tho raising of tho German blockade.

4. The release from prison of all conscientous objectors.

It was decided «to support these demands by threats
of a general strikes. «For the first time In ¥nglich
historys, writes the AMancheedler Guardian, «the work-
crs are on the eve of declaring a general, political
strikes.

On April 16th a conference took placo of the Execu-
Mive Committce of the Triplo Alliance, where it was
deeided 1o support the demands of the Miners' Federa-
tion and eat tho earliest possiblo dates to call together
» conference of trade-unions to discuss the question of
the general strike.

Tho conscicntioua objectors are gradually being set
freo. At the beginning of April, A. Kenncr-Brockway,
the well-known leader of the Independant Labour Party,
was sct free after having been im prison for 28 months.

Independent Labour Party Conference.

“An L[ L. P. conferenco took place at Muddersfeld
on April 21st. The opcning spcech was delivered by
Phillp Snowdep, from which wo givo s few extracts:

«Socialism is the only-salvation for Kurope and the
whole world. We already see the beginning of the end
of tho capitalist system. The Red Flag is floating over
two-thirds of Europe. The whelo world i answering to
the ¢all of the Russian revolution.

«The lP'aris J'eace Conference proves that the Allics
will do anything to attain their imperialistic aims. All
our apprehonsions with reprard to the plundaring peace
which is incvitable aftet » yilitarist tictory, arc con-
firmed ... In reality there Is no peace, and there cannot
be pcace, because » now war—the class war—has already
bogun. The imperialist peace iresty is & worthiess scrap
of papers,
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At tho first scssion of the conference, a resolution
was carricd to demaad the JiRking of the German blcck-
ade and the recall of British troops from Russia. At the
second session, the question of «soviets and parliament>—
us tho most-preferable form of government—was dis-
cussed. Many dolegates were in favour of tho soviets
and sharply criticised representatives of the Labour Iarty
in Parliament.

The organ of the Liberal Party, the Daily Neiws,
writes of the mass deserlion from tho liberal party to
tho I. L. P. Amongst the desertcrs, is Commander
Wedgowood, who was several months In Siberia as ex-
traordinary plenipotentiary. Ho went to Siberia theroughly
convinced of the necessity to crush the bolsLoviks, and
returned home a confirmed adherent of peace with Soviet
Russia. Now he stands at tho hcad of the campaign
for rocognition of the soviet goyernment, and has Jelt
the liberal party for not working energetically onough
in this direction.

British Socialist Party Conference.

Tho B. S. P. conference was opened at Shefficld on
April 21st. Resolutions were carricd for: the socialisatlon
of land and means of production; for .unillog with
the I. L. P'. and opposition 10 the policy with the I'arlia-
mentary Labour Party. The coofercnce demanded an
Inquiry inlo the Januaty events in Glasgow and the
fmmodiate liberation of Shinwell, Kirkwood and otlers.
A commission is deciding the proposal of breaking with
the eccond International and joining the Communist Inter-
pational. Comrade John Maclcan sharply criticised the
Labour Party and s leadors. aTho papers reports, sald
he, «that Henderson had an audience .with tho king, and
was honoured by an iovitation to dine with his majesty.
The liendersons and Thomuses must go. It is the period
of revolution. Tho next step to be taken is the general
strike. Wo must immediately tako the Jand and mcans
of production into our own handss,

FRANCB.

The words uttered by Clemnenceau, the dictator, upon
tl.e signing of peace: ,1 have waited forty-nine years for
this moment®, are highly characteristic of the psychology
of the linperialist feclings of the Fronch hourgeoisie. In
these words wo find frank cxprossion of its most chorished
hopes and intimate desires as well as an unconcealed
confcusion that for 50 years it has waited with impatience
for a moment to avengo itsell for its dofeat in the Franco-
Prussian war, and to destroy Germany.

The exultation of a certain nection of tho press, accom-
penicd by ringing statements of discontent of ccrtain
Imperialist newspapers on the too .casy® conditions of
peace Is, of course, too obvious to, delude snybody. It
is. of course, impossible to compare the economie posi-
tion of France with the position of Germany: the cost of
living, although the increase in prices has swallowed wp
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the Increase i~ wages, is sli= not ro had. It ix true that
Prench we' cers have not yet f ully understood the meaning

of their victory and a Rectionsof them which has caught

the inflpenet %ol n‘co lourgeoia press give an enthusastic
welrome to the Soldiets w:a pass uuder the Are de

Triomphe, but, n:spite of th. .. the syndicalist movement
becomes ever strunger and :irongor. No ‘eight-hour day
legislation which {has heen i=cepted by Parliament with

reservations, and nuinerous re <. -ictiona ia capable of putting

a stop fo it, and the postpencnent of demobilization, the

campaign egninst' Russia, tin recognition of the eounter-
revolutionary Govirnment ctrKoltshuk and the poliecy of

storn reprisals in France its:<f can only hasten the devel-
opment of the rovolutionary 1.2)vement,

Y It would sppenr that st tiesent the contre of revolu-
tionary forces towanls whicld wo have bhcen aiming for
some months alréady, has s length been formed. Por
instance, tho syudicalist owran, Workers™ Life (La vie
owrriere) which before the wars-as published twice monthliy,
and which durinpi the war <as stopped altogethior, has
again beguan to s;icar. Pierry Monat and Rormayer were
formerly its chie( editors. . =« present Workers' Life in
published as a weokly organ snd. judgin;z from all appear-
ance, promises to become t¥: peal organ of the fighting
prolotariat. It is true that M« dicim haa resigned his work
in the editorial officea of th*: newspaper. unfortunately,
ho forsook @ long timo ago hi: former political friends and
in his vicws, stands nearcs! =+ Touhaux and Longuet, hnt
to compenscle Lthis amongstihe new eollaborators of the
newspaper, we meet with so..0 of the principal represen-
tatives of the Zimmerwald te dency in the left wing of
the French socialist party: 12riot end Somono, as well
as Perdinand Després, former, - collaborator of Syndselist
Strugle and editoy of the I'aeiam, Marcel Martin and
others. Workers' [ife, and. t\a International, founded hy
Pericat, works toy:cther with 10 nowspaper, International
Future, published by André G*rd, and a number of other
purely revolutionary newspap(r.

Symptoms, extremcly intudcsting to the impartial oh-
server, are also to bo noticed. M recent times, in intellectual
circles. The student sociali«/« leaguo the majority of
which consist of adherents @ the Zimmerwald tendeney,
gives evidence at present of burely bolshevik tendencies
and counts romne hundreds of termbers. It s an interesting
fact that amongst the memh@s of the loague there is o
whole group of students froid Soutb Slavonia, and they
are not beliind their othor cosrades either in their revo-
futionary thoroughness nor iny heir dotermination to fight.

It is also, necensary to mint out the growth of the
revolutionary and anti-hourge«is movement In the northern
departmente of France, which 'have been under the occupa-
tion of Germen troops. Tho «ncupstion of these localities,
Inter on by Allied troops govr rise lo great discontent
amongs: the majority of the fepulation, one of the fypieal
racdiuws of tiils feeling was t:0 deputy, Lobat, The brutal
attitudo of the nulitary suthdiitics and the lack of food
supplies resulled in that twauvinism, which formerly
found ferfilo ground in thci3 localitics, has at prosent
slmosat entiroly disappeared, v.aving given way to gencral
hatred towands the governmers of Clemonceau.

The workers of Alsace-L:draine,- who have been for
bidden the right to organize iixmselvos or to form soviets,
who have bcen deprived of tE«z.ight to strike (the princi-
pal blome for this rests on tA.% iraitor Touhaux sent there
by the C. G. T.), hate beconi ronvinced at present that
they have gained absolutely #-thing by becoming French
«itizens, and that the power ({(‘lemencoau, 1. ¢., the domi-
nation of the French bourged.(.e, js in no manner better



411

4 -

THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

412

than the power of Wilheln Hohenzollern, i. o., domination
of the German bourgedide. Kven bourgecis circles in
Alnace are far from being! satisficd with the conduct of
the French suthoritica. Koy instance, somne groups, whose
Jloyalty® it would ncver entor anybody's head to doubt,
have demanded sutonomy fur the Alsaco-Lorraine railways,
affirming, with peason, that since the French occupation,
the raliways have begun-te work much worse than under
German authority. Further thoy sro becoming every day
more convinced that institutions, such as the Post, Tele-
graph, Telcphione, Hospitala and Sanitation have at present
got into the most wrotched condition. let us add further
that the Catholic populirtipn is still more dissatirfied, be-
causo it has had to submit Yo the law on scparation of the
Church from the State, delh tho fact that this law at
present Is applied in a gh-ntly restricted form.

Meanwhile, the Parid bourgeoisio gives way to pleas-
ure and cnjoyment, in ¢his manner completing the last
phase of ita disintegrstion. Tho most farsecoing and the
most temperate amongsal its represeniatives thoroughly
“Justified in their fear of 1he further spread of bolshevism
would have had recourse to President Wilson and his ides
of the League ol Nations had Lhey had their way. But at
present thay also porceive what only a bilnd man would
be incapable of seeing, naruely that Prance, which bas freed
herself of German invasiop. has nevertheicss not restored
ber former indopendence. for, owing lo the quartering of
Koglish-American soldlers, md under the gulu of all kinds
of work, concessinns and tontracts, Anglo-American Impe-
rialism has taken up almast the whole territory of the
country. These bourgeois tijinkers therefore look forwand
to the future with forebodings, Im the obscurily of which
they already see glimmering the red tongues of revolution’s
wmenaeing fire.

Andre Cartini.

The Festival of Intérnational Solidarity.

The First of May in the If'est.

By its magnitude and hlso by its character the Day
of International Labour this year surpasscd the cxpecta-
tions of many. We can,\ »ithont exaggcration say, that
the world had not yet sérh such o grandiose First of
May festival. Throughout! the world this day passed
onder the banver of Sugal-Revolution. In the still fur
from numerous Soviet panudblics in Russia, Hungary,
the Ukraino, and others, ;wherv the proletariat is holding
the power in its hands, ana taking the first steps towards
the realization of Socialisug, the labouring masses solemnly
and jdyously colcbrated iheir ¢riumph. In all the
Capltalist countries, whrq puwer is still jn the hands
of the Bourgeoisie and its gurcer-hunters the social-tfaitors,
the First of May proved n vtay ot general reviow of revo-
Jutionary forcin, a day 4l preparation for the coming
struggle. Cut off from all the world by the blockade of
the.imperialist plundererst isurrounded on all sides by »
tightening circle of enemics, e but rarely recoivo authentic
nows as to the developp¢nt of the Workmen's move-
mént In the West. Onlg how, when two months have
elapeed, have we 1hd positility of reconstructing, more
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or lcas fully the picture of the First May Festival abroad.
In France the cclebration of the First of May assumed
colossal dimensions, notwithstanding the oppoesition of
tho old organizations of the old leaders of ocialism and
Syndicalism now bribed by tho bourgeoisie, an4 became
an open revolutionary demonstration of the sorking-
masres, Tho strike passed brilliantly, not only in
Paris, but also in the 'rovinces; it was a gencral sirike
in tbe full meaning of tho word. In [I'aris, this centre
of universal counter-revolution, the goverpment of Cle-
menceau forbado thoe organization of street demonstra-
tions, but tho demonstrations took place in spito of that
aud led to bloody colliclons with the polico and some mili-
tary dotachments, in the course of which, according to the
communication of the London paper, The Times, there
were amongst the demonstrators 350 wounded and one
killed — a young workman, Charles Lorn; and amongst
the police 250 wounded, of whom 0 mvcrely, The masses
wore in a fighting mood. The de monstralors procecded
singing the «Internationals, and carrying high their
red flag. From amongst the erowd rovolutlonary crics
were cofflinually bursting forth: «Down with Clemen-
ccau's «Down with the bourgcoisicls «Long live the
Socinlist Revolution's eLong live Russials <Long live
the Sovictsl»  According to the comgnication of bour-
geois papers 100,000 workmen took part in the, demon-
stration, but the malcrate-socialistic organ Humanité
aflirms that the nomber of participants reached a milij
Scparate incidents of the demonstration aro “deseribe In
greater dotail in an article in the accond number of the
Communist International, and we will not dwell on them
here. We will only add that as a rcsult of this demon-
stration & new cleft was mado in the so-culled ecivil
peaces or esacred unione (the union betwoen the bour-
geoisio and tho upper stratum of the proletarian organi-
rations). By the docislon of the party the laty socialist
ministers, Compére-Morell and Brissun had to hand in
their resignation, and Touhaux, the secretary of the Gene-
ral Confederation of Labour, was forced to resign his post
a8 member of tho I’cace Conference. This grandioso
demonstration of the French prolotariat docs not form
a singlo isolated act; it Is but one link in a lomg chain
of revolutionary evouts, which can " be obscrved ia con-
temporary France. It was precoded by wide-spread strikes
and imposing manifestutions, and followed by waves of
strike-movements, which, without ccasing for a day, are
surging throughvut the country. All symptoms poiat to
tho fact that the working class of Franco has already
stepped on the path of open rovolutionary struggle.

In England the celebration of the First of May, is,
in general, s new, unusual phewomenon. Jn times pre-
ceding the war only a few socinlist-groups .arranged on
this day small meotings and assemblies, which wero fro-
quentod by a foew dozen, in the most of cases by a fow
hundred members. But this yvar, there also, the day of
tho First of May becamo a festival of tht prolctarian
maeses.
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A sufficieotly imposing demonstration defiled in tho
streets of London. Part of the demonstrators altempted
to penetrato into tho Houscs of Parliament, but tho po-
lice dispersed the crowd and arrcsted the cclebrated
sncialist, Sylvia Pankhurst. According to The Times
100,000 people took part in the mcotings held fo Hyde
Park. In tho large Jndustrial town of Coventry, a gen-
eral strike took pluce. In Lancashiro 40,000 workmen
celebrated tho Iirst of BMay by processions and moetings.
In Scotland, espoclally in Glasgow, the principal centre
of the socialist movement, the geaeral striko passed with
unhcard of success and the meetings and street demonstra-
tions reached grcat proportions. The bourgeols papers
speak with fear of the growth of the bolshevist Toove-
ment in England.

Jo Ireland the proletarian festival was a general
pational festival in the full meaning of the word. Tho
resolution for a general strike, declared by the leading
organs of the trado unions and of tho Labour I'arty, was
accepted by all the country. Not only factories and mills
rame to a standstill, but also railways, tramways, print-
ng-oflices ; the stcamboat commubnication was suspended,
all the shops, theatres, kinematographs wore closed, tho
papcrs did mot appear, the cabdrivers did not ply their
trade. At tho numerous nicetiogs in tho towns and villages,
resolutions with revolutionary and soclalist demands wero
voled..

In Spain large wmcetings and demonstrations took

place, which in Madrid led to serious collisions in which.

20 demonstrators, 7 officers and 23 of the police were
wounded. In Italy the First of May, according to the
ecommunication of the oflicial agency, «passed quicllys.
The general striko embraced not only tho large towns,
but also the provinces. The assemblies, at which revo-
lutionary discourses were held, passcd everywhero awith-
out any incidentss. Evidently the frightened bourgeoisie
expected on thie day o real insurrection 1o take placo.
From Switzerland, Austria and holland wo havo
the samo communication. Everywhere the movement
bore an unheard of grandiose, but, at the same
time, peaceful character. The prolofarfan masses evi-
dently thought that the moment had not yet como for
decisivo action; the bourgcoisie on the other hand evi-
dently feared to provoke the workmen and- avolded stern
repressive measures. .

To Germany, over which s hanging tho threat of
A miserable and shameful peaco and where the workmen’s
movement has not yet recovered s sirength afler the
recent defeats, the celebration of the First of May bore,
10 u certain degree a character of mourning. In many
places (in Hamhurg, Leipzig, Essen and others) the strike
passed with success; tens and hundreds of thousands of
workmen took part-in the mass meetings and demonstra-
tions. In tho spceches and resolutions not only of the
communist Spartaciste, but also of the eindependentss it
was clearly emphasiscd that the time was past when they
could come forward with their former paliatives, such as

the cight hours working day labour legislution, etc.,
that the conquest of power and realisation cf soclalism
form tho most urgent snd fm;»riant task. Groat meet-
ings were also held in the «wos, proclaimed by the
goverument of Nosko to be in a state of seige. Even
in the line of the occupation 1 tho Allics, mectings took
place In mosses (in Achen, Cobicace): in some of the towns
(for instance in Cologue) enovmous crowds of workmen
defiled in miajestic silenco bejire tho eyes of the occu-
pational troops.

As regards America wo ihave, up to the present
moment, oaly scaniy communsations, but which never-
theless show that the celebration of the First of May
there boro a vory stormy chaffactef. In Cleveland seri-
ous collisions with the troops .nd tho polico took pluce,
a8 o result of which thero uvas one killed and over
8 hundred wounded (amongst shom 11 policemen). The
group of «Patriotic Citizens= completely wrecked the
premises of tho local cowmitte of the socialist party.
In order to suppress tho demonstration armoured motors
and tanks were cven brought «nto action. Accordiog to
The Times many arrests woro made. In New York
soldicrs -and sailors disperset many mectings st which
sto0 radical spcechess were Keing made. On Madison
Square, a regular bhattle ensucl botween police and sol-
diers. Concerning Canada, whero economic strikes con-
tinue without ceasing, we bave- only the briel news that
on the First of May scrious tum .its were observed amongst
tho worhmen. From Argentidg It is communicated that
the First of May passed ewjily perfect calms. The strike
was upanimous, ajl except o banks ccased work.
The same communication further says that the Argen-
tino «League of Patriots» which consists of 20,000 «of
the best elemenise firmly decided to provont the possi-
bility of any disturbances on Snnday, which inight arise
in consequenco of micetings, fat were being arranged
by anarchists” In case of meddssity sthe League would
ot bhesitato 1o makn use of i armss. The commuuica-
tion then speaks obscurely of gopes that the rural-econo-
mic strikcs aroe coming to an 2nd.

This brief review provesveloarly that the {interna-
tional union of the working clas:- is advancing rapidly aod
irrepressibly. It Is being realied not so much in loud
resolutions and decisions of the®issemblies and conferences
as in thu persistent and incess:nt struggle, which is being
carried on day by day by thd wi{iking masses of all coun-
trics. The colcbration of Wi First of Mey this year
offers tho surest prool that tyc International movoment
has already attained a high dusrec of development, that
Universal. Revolution Is appro:-bing — or to speak more
correctly, has already come.

I. Bersin (Wiater).
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The Slovak Soviet Republic.

The Russian p:olrtm.n revelution haa not only pro-
clamed tho Soviet form of g g srnment as the very best form
of class ;ule during the arminsitional perimd of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, lnid has practically solved the ques-
tion of the matual life of di¥erent peoples, who, so, far, had
lived under tho oppressiongof nationality. In the place of
scparate small states, orgabized by the hourgeoisio in the
name of national . indepengenge, a federation of Soviet re-
publics must be created: sy decided Soviet Russia sand pro-
posed this decicion for neceptance to the minor popular
bodics united with her. SofUkraina, Latvia, Lithuania and
White Russia wore orgarszed on the Soviet plan. Soviet
Hungary followed suit. Likedwhich, imper{alist Russia used
to oppress various nationt in tho
seven nationalities lived widter perpetual oppression. After
the dcposition of the Haj. frurgs, those seven peoples se-
ceded and procecded to dpzanize their tiny independent
states, of courso on bourgedis lines. The Hungzarian proleta.
riat had to contend with miracisoly the same problem as
the Russian prolotariat, naaiely to convinre the workers of:
all oppresscd pooplos of. she former Hungarian kingdom,
that tho Hungarian prolcindiat had no inlenlinr whatover
of oppressing them, and that their only means of defending
themeclves against foreigr enpitaliam lay in forming one
«ederative Soviel republic ointly with the Hungarian pro-
letariat.

Foliowing along these 'lines, Hupgary formed her first
Ukraina-Boviet Slovakis. w hien the Hungarian Red Army,
sfter expelling the Tcholhs, reached the frontier of the
Slovakian territory, the S#wak peasants and prolotarians,
heostile to tho Tehekh bour-qoisie grected them as libera-
tors and flocked in thousards to form a Slovakian ,rod* di-
vision, which fought alosigside of the Hungarians. The
Tchokhs showod no resir’ance, so the cily of Kasha was
promptly taken from thedr, and there the new Slovakian
government was establinh?d. It took for its watchword:
Slovakia for tho Sloval workers~. It declared that
there was no longer any room in Slovakia for Tchekh
bourgeois and proclaimed # close alliance with Soviet Hun-
xary.

It is not yet cloar, wHat are the boundaries of Soviet
Slovakia. In the former Mungarian kingdom tho Slovak
{ands extended from the Morthwestern and northern fron-
tier of Hungary to the lide of tho cities of I'ojan, Ershe-
kuivar, ' Leva, Loshon, Ranyo, Kasha, Shaporalyanigel.
This area covers 385,000 sqynre kilomaters, where, with the
exception of an inconsidersble numher of Hungarians and
Germans 2,000,000 of Slovlaks are living. But for the pre-
sent aboul hall of Slovakm is occupled by Tchekhs, who,
evidently, are not going (A clear out of it voluntarily; the
other half, with the aboveinamed citien, except Pojan, be-
longs o Soviel Slovakia.

The composition of tse Blovak governmont clearly
shows that there Is no sorf of nationalistio Jingoism about
it and that it fs not dircbted against the Tchekhs. The
president of the peoples con-uisaries, Comrade Janaushek, is
himself & Tchekbh, and so #o the commissary of finances,
Konatchnl. and the eommilsary of justice, llsuen. Janau-
shok is an old party workc? in the Tchokh movement, and
Konetchni used o work in Flusin among the Tchekho-Slovak
communists. Like Soviet-Ru:ia, which eame to tho Ukrainian
Soviet government's assistimce with its organizing forces,
Hungary delegated out of-jts own party workers moveral
capable comrades to the newty organized Slovak gnvernment.
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The following Slovaks are among the peoplo’s eommiasnries:
Mathias Kovatch, eoinmissary of war, an old Slovak social-
jst, who in Russia, under Bela Kahn's guldance, eonducted
the agitation amnang the Slovak prisoncra of war. Comrado
Janosh, people’s coramissary: of agriculture, bonsts a siniilar
carecr in the past. Less well known amidst the Slovak
propie'n rommn’ssnriT are Neumann (Labour) and Mutchany
(ways of eommunication). The Hungarian communists have
two representatives in tho Elovak Soviet goverment: Ernst
Por, people’'s eommirsary of foreign alfairs, and Tibor-Sza-
muely, people’a cominissary of social production in Slovakia.
Comrado I'or haa becn secretary ol the Hungarian commu-
nistic group in Moscow, and previous to his appolntment
In Slovakia was commissary of internationnl propaganda
in Budapest. Comrade Szamuely, former people’s commixsary
of war in Hungary, quite recently visited Moscow, entrusted
with & apecial mission from the Hungarian republic;
wull known as an energelic organize., be is now atriving
to achieve thq socialization of a number of industries in
Slyvakia.
A. Rudnlsnsky

The Growth of the German Revolution,

The peace treaty which the Entente has forced
on Germany is one of the heaviest blows that could
have been dcalt to the Ebert-Scheidemann govern,

‘ment, which had so heartily hoped to be handled

a little more gently in recognition of the many finc
services it has rendered the Entente in Russia; and
now Scheidemann groans in genuine despair: It is
impossible®. But something elsc is possible, namely
that the masses, in their disgust 2t the monstrous
deceit practised upon them, call the government to
account. At this moment it may be of intercst to
trace back the growth of the movement and to
observe the mutual action and reaction of events.

To the accompaniment of the war cri¢s of the bour-
geoisie and their inseparable allies, the social-patriots,
the second International ingloriously expired in the
first days of August, 1914. The few who at that
time ventured to swim against the all-engulifing
current of jingoism were regarded by their own
party as criminals or madmen. [ will recall only
the shameful scene which took place in the Reichis-
tag when Karl Liebknecht, who alone had opposed
a bill for a new war-loan, was abused and ordered
out of the hall, to the approving shouts of the
social-patriots.

Four years elapsed before the question dawned
on a small section of the proletariat: what good
will even a final victory be to us if we starve and
bleed to death before it comes? and, in January,
1918, strikes broke'out all over Germany with the
object of preventing the oftensive planned for the
spring. The principal contingent of strikers was
supplied by the war industry, but it was only in
the cities along the coast and in Bavaria, under the
leadership of Kurt Eisner, who later on was Bava.
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rian prime minister, that the movement assumed
rcal importance; however, as already remarked, it
took hold of only a portion of the labor population,
and soon succumbed everywhere, in places before
the Maxim guns and almost universally before the
sabotage of the trade unions and the flood of pan.
German propaganda,

In the autumn the western front at last broke
down, and a naval war appc:\réd to the supreme
command as the only possible salvation. In the
first days of November the high-sca ficet was or-
dered out, und mutinied. In Bremen, Kicl and Wil-
helmshaven were instituted the first councils (Soviets)
of workmen and sailors.

Curiously enough, the movement now jumped
all Germany, to start again in Munich. On the 6th
of November Kurt Eisner had said to a small party
of friends: .l pledge my head that to-morrow Ba-
varia will be a republic®. On the 7th a great
demonstration took place, of a partly revolutionary,
partly merely pacifist, character, and, while ‘the
masses werc peaceably marching along, about 300
soldiers and sailors arrived from Wilhelmshaven
and cooly seized all the most important buildings.
On the 8th the bourgeoisie were starticd by the
tidings that Bavaria overnight had become a republic.

In Berlin, Liebknecht, two days later, hoisted
the red flag above the imperial palace. With
the exception of a few fights around the palace
and imperial stables, which were held by officers,
the movement here also carried an almost bloodless
tharacter, Wilhelm IL. fled from the imperial head-
quarters straight to Holland, and within a few
days 26 thrones, great and sinall, had become
scrap iron.

That was and remained the only result of the
November revolution. Germany, under the guise
of a socialistic republic, had become a semi-bour-
geois, semi-socialdemocratic state. But only too
soon did the workingmen discover that they had
been balked of the actual fruits of the movement
and that nothing was really changed but the names
of the ministers. ,

At the end of November the Spartacus league
began its agitation, which spread irresistibly over
the whole of Germany the growth of the com-
munist idca. But, simultaneouslv with that the
narrow-mindedness of our social-democratic trade
unions manilested itself in all its monumental
greatness. The Ebert-Scheidemann government

" openly went over to the bourgeoisie, and ghe party

obedienitly started to follow it; thus were formed
two irreconcillably hostile camps, which fought
their battles under the two watchwords: ,The
national assembly®—,The Sovict republic®. We had
not long to wait for the bloody fruits of thie
treason of the socialist® leaders,

On the 24th of Decembir new violent disturb-
ances broke out in Berling in consequence of the,
government’s plaas to disiolve the revolutionary
»hatipnal marine division®.7 which had its seat in
Bcrliﬁ. It resuited in blonly encounters for the
possession of the palace wnd stables, in which
ordnance artillery was us(d for the first time;
yet the result rewmained .dcénbiful, and the matter
ended in an agrecment between the two parties.
This closes the first stage f the revolution, which,
so far, had been an exc.isively military revolit.
A change was nAw comingg the revolution was to
enter on the proietarian staze.

In the beginning of Junuary the government
attempted to dismiss the‘Berlin’ chief of police,
Eichhorn, who h4d sided wWsth the sailors. Eichhorn
entrenched himsel¥ in the pylice building and distri-
buted arms to the commznists, The minister of
wstate-defence® Noske, a ysocialist workingmane,
mobilized white' guards ynder the command of
acting officers and generals find the fight ended with
the heaviest blow that cowid have heen dealt the.
German proletatiat, — the Xcath of Liebknecht and
Rosa Luxemburg, Both wyere treachorously shot
down by soldicrs. evidentljz hired for the purpose;
Rosa was killed with the lwtt-end of a rifle,

From this time on therdq has not been one quict
day in Germany. In Brem¢n and Kocnigsberg the
communists succeeded in tei.porarily seizing power,
and, while Noske sent jip aj ainst them Gerstenberg's
LFlying Division®, a genc:l strike broke out in
central Germany, with the r.sult that the government
and the national asscmbly. p-owing to the partici-
pation in it of the transpart’ officials — were teme
porarily almost entirely cug off from the rest of the
country, Finally, the stnze once more gained
Berlin, and, early in Mar, it resuited in those
famous fights for the piiascssion of the Berlin-
Lichtenberg police -buildis'7, during which the
government troops acfed w:th a brutality unhcard
of in the history of civilize: nations.

I would quote, here onlv a few incidents out of
the events of thuse days.3 Un the grounds of a
statement in some, bourgeoid papers falsely asserting
that the Spartacists had pufito death in Lichtenberg
sixty police officials, the f,mocialist workingman®
Noske ordered every armed tommunist to be shot
down on the spot. A few days later it was ascertained
that those sixty incn had jot. been on. duty at all
on the day in question antd that only threc gen-
darmes altogether had lostt their lives in the fray.
Meantime this bloody cotfmand of Noske's cost
ncarly 200 comrades theist lives.: In this number
unfortunately was Leo Tyjko. His end was almost
exactly like Licbknecht's: B was shot through the

‘head on the stairp of the oabit prison, by one of

the soldiers who escorted;him. This ioss was the
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more sorely felt by us, ®iat bis death left the party
leaderless. ,
An exceedingly impolant chapter in the history
of the German revolution is the movement n the
industrial district of the f.tuhs, the scat of the nu-
merically strongest and nlost class-conscious proleta-
riat. Under Comrade Kat:ke's leadership strikes are
continually going on the.s, partly of an economical,
but mainly of a political rnature, without the gov-
emmment being able to 5-ombat them by anything
except fair words and tncrcased supplies of pro-
visions, as, the momenu troops enter the district

with hostile intent, the inen immediately threaten:

sabotage, — ruining inva.iable and unreplaccable
machinery and whole brynches of production.

Still, the situation hcke, in the Ruhr district, is
precisely the same, on aismaller scale, as it is on
a large scale In the enute country: lack of system
in revolutionary action; und Weimar has, compa-
ratively, an easy time of it to overcome detached
movements with indispytably strong counter-revo-
lutionary troops.

I bave now to speak §f what preceded the latest
events in Bavaria, and, ;m so doing, must go back
a little way. Under Hoimann's purcly minimalist
{menshevist) ministry, rejction gained ground daily
'and at length forced on she now merely seemingly
. revolutionary central Saviet to a parlamentarian
compromise between tBe representatives of the
majority - party and the Independents within the
Soviet, which compromis® led to the proclamation
of the Soviet-Republic cn the 6th of April.’

But how little groums this proclamation held in
the great mass of the rural population is best
proved by a voting w.sch had taken place four
weeks before in the conpre¢ss of Soviets, on which
occasion the proclamatiya of the Bavarian Soviet-
republic was opposcd vy 200 votes against 70.
The communists, led by-she Russian comrades Levi
and Axelmd, refused to take part in this political
farce and formed a secoad central Soviet, so that
Bavaria temporarily h3id two governments: the
Hoffmann cabinet, which wad fled to Bamberg, and,
in Munich, a Mensheviiz and Bolshevist Soviet,
Tbhe communists now surcceded in dissolving this
first central Soviet andito attract the masses to
them, at lcéast temporaniy. But the untenability of
the Boviet rcpublic was proved and sealed when
Hofimann's - governmentjtroops succeeded in pre-
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venting the movement from reaching Namberg and
restoring quict in Augsburg within a very few days.
Even the thorough arming of the workingmen could
not, in view of the utter immaturity of conditions
with regard to the final stage of the class war,
arrest the consummation of the city's fate. And so
this second revolution was and remained limited
to Munich, and thc advancing govermment troops
found 1t comparatively easy to break the resistance

_of the detached armed groups, for, of an organized

red labour army, there could be no question after
these. few days. And again we had to deplore
losses: Comrade Egclhofer, a very clever young
sailor, who had playcd a prominent part already
in the marine revolt, had been shot; alSo the
student Toller, the leader of the Munich Indepen-
dents, who had succeeded in converting to commun-
ism nearly the entire left wing of the party, —
and with these surely perished many others.

Even if this second Bavarian revolution could
not attain a durable succcss, still it has a great
value for the further course of the German move-
mcent, be it by the amount of practical experience
it has brought with a view to the continuation of
the conflict, or simply by proving that the Sovict
idea is sprcading and will spread more.

The situation in Germany is, indecd,- not very
encouraging just at prescnt; the movement, in
Munich as well as in Berlin, is suppressed, the
majority of the leaders are either in prison or have
fled, and in both cities white terror is riie. It may
scem to an outsider that the silence of death lies
over Germany, but inside the ferment is working
unccasingly; slowly but steadily progresses the
decay of the social-patriotic parties, rccognized as
bankrupt in ever widening spheres, and the straying
of their members leftward, to the ranks of the
communists.

The quiet, then, is but apparent and in reality
means—-preparation for the fight.

How long will this condition last? We do not
know. But the storm is drawing near, and with
the storm the squaring of accounts with Ebert-
Scheidemann.

Hans Kennet (Bavaria).

Munich—Moscow.
May 16, 1919.
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Trade Unions and the Co amissariat

n
N~ ane
4 ]

." L
I i/ Vil 0

Until the March Revolution of 1017 Russia had searcely
any t-ado union movement worth speaking of, the trade
unionn wero few in numicr and scarcoly counlod several
dozen membdors. Their activity wos bamporad in every re-
spect. However, the revolution havirg broken down the
external barriers, tho movowment bejan ta develop rajidly.
But the character of their work did not undor;;0 eny ¢aanze.
Just 83 under the old nigime they bed to siruz;lo malniy
for the elomentary conuitions of labour, thus dstraciing
their forces from the nececcary innar orgsnisztion and from
consciously influencing the developzont of incuatry. Nor
did the position of the working cinss and of the tredo union
organisations chango after the Ministry of Labour was
formed in April, 1917, with the social democrat EZobelow ea
minister of state. The Labour Ollice was ciszcizod on the
same burraucratic lines as the other miniiirics it.was
wholly under tho influence of the wholesale rasnufacturers,
who sat in Kerensiy's coaiition eabinet, whereia .hey
played a docisive role. It was wnly, thanis to tho unily of
the workmon organiscd In trade uniors oad tho close con-
tact estabiishod bolwern the unions and the faclory com-
mittees, that & nuben of messurcs which the enterprisers
Intended to carry through could befrustrated, ss e. 3. their,
attompt at wholrsalie dismisscl of .workmen, the with-
drawsl of raw material and eash from the concerns ete.,—
measures for which there was a marked tendency during
the latter part of Kercnsky's rule.

During the October Revolution the trade unions played
an important role in helping the peasants and workmen to
attain power. As early s August, 1017, tho nejslive witi
tude of tho trade unions towards Kerensky's government
found expression at the Moscow State Coogress whoa the
represontativos of the professional organisations protested
against a coalition with the bourgeoisie, thus in a voiled
form d emanding the transferenco of Stato power to the
soviets. On the eve of the political coup d'état of Octobern,
1917, the relations betwecn workmen and employors came
to a critical point. Harmoninus work of their respectivo
ropresontatives on tho soveral committecs and at conler-
ences was no longzer possible. Morcover, feod-stuffs having
risen in price enormousiy, it became impcrative to revise
the old wago tariffs, snd the workmen's ropresentstives
enterod in negotiations with the employers with a view to
drawing up new torifls. As the employers took up an un-
compromising position nothing remained but to struggle
for power and to transfer tho regulations of industry and
wages to the state. Soon aftor Soviet rule had boen estab-
lished the trode unions had to accomrplish a tremendous
task in conneclion with industry and tho demobilisation of
tho army. Tho enterprises wore not yet nationaliscd, the
owners bastencd to dismiss their workmen, and unemploy-
raent threatoned to crush sll the schievements of the Revo-
lution. Conjointly with the Labour Commissariat the trade
unions droew up a decreo, sccording to which the work-
men must be paid three munths in advance ia event of their
dismissal, s0 as Lo enable the uncmployed either to settle
in the country or to look out for othor work without having
to starve moantime. Purther, s decree was issued making
the employers pay €/ of all wages and salaries inte the

unemploymont fund. Thanks to ticese and @ seriesof other
messured unamployment was suqressfully eoped with and
the economie criziz did not tell s 1 secvorely on the working
mas.3s as it would ctherwise ba- o done.

In sddition to the immodiate *rotection of the workers
intorests the trsde mnions, in tho Hrocess of their eonstrue-
tion. had to overcows innumc: olo difficuliies, to pass
through s great divorsity of fo.ms and to sccomplish »
tromondoua amount of creative wrk.

As ccrly as 1005 ‘the Russiar? trade union movement
advoentad the orgunisation of trasm unions on the basis of
production, sll enterpriss of ons given branch uniting in
one or;zanisation. Afier tha Marclo Revolution this grinciple
was coalirmed by the trade-unjons conforsnces, though for
a consil-iable time it rcmainol! a mere declarstion on
paper without being ecrricd into Lfe. Along with the large
trado unfons thero existed jo Klssla a oumber of small
prolessional groupings, Moscow, &. g, counting about 20
dif’srent uniona of employoes. Mor“over, all the unions bore
a local characlor; there was no 7connection betwoon the
orj;anisations. $ach separate unicl existed and acted as an
jadopondant unite. Jt was only to -ards the end of tho Ke-
ronssy Govornment that All-Rus-"in associations first ep-
pearcd, but wore still rare and ha¥ & tomporary character.
The first confercnco of organisc? workmen took place Iin
June. 1917, 1,475,000 workers being «cprosonted in 967 unions.
After the Ociuber Revolution the ormation of AU Russian
sssoclations wernt fast ahosd, and &2 January, 1918, the first
congress of trade unions was ca”.od o4 which 700 unions,
with a mcmbership of 2,200,000 pe’.sons, were represonted.
At the next con-ress in January, )19, slready as many as
8'/a million workcrs were represe-ced in 400 unions. Alonyg
with the conzress of January, 191 & numbeor of lesser con-
ferences of all-Russian azsociatio .s took place, and from
that time onwerds tho trado unic: movement continually
goined In strenzthl The trade uilod councils, from mere
ecntres of information, became ..:ling organs and the
unions began to pay snd to cent:. ii%e. At the present mo-
ment tho trade unions are romer:, .!.e for their ceotralisa-
tion and discipline which are so i{iictive in Lhis respect
a¢ to surpass many a governmen}insitution. The decjsions
of the Central Council of Trade Ut .ons are binding upon all
professional organisations witho,t exception. The trade
unions readily submit to them .ud in all matters of dis-
pute apply to the Coouncil for insi:utlions.

In the course of their worktlhe trade unions came
scross another workmen's organis. -isn—the fastory commit-
tees. The lattor, having sprung  » ;aflcr the March revo-
jution, began to build up sn o1 “anisation of their own,
paraliel with the trade unions. T.c7 even aimed st creat-
ing their own contre and in Decober. 1917, at the eonler-
ence of factory comniittees they Cormod a special unit, &
aub-division of the Central Counci: af Trade-Unions, which
called itsell All-Russian Centre. B -, as far back as February.
1918, the first blow was dealt € this centre at the last
Petrograd confereuce held by thy faoclory committees con-
jointly with the trade unions. Thirpresent siructure of the
trade unions is as follows’ the {:ctory eommiltoes as pri-
mary uaits heve eombiined in sur. divisions; these, in their
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turn, go to form divisions wpich, agsin, are united in one
ccntral organisation. In thetprovinces local trade unions’
councils aro formed out of & legates from the several local
uniuns on a basis of proporf onal representation. The local
councils are mubordinated M the Central Trade Unions'
Council. The FExecutive Bus*d of the Central Council con-
sists of nine members elocted ‘at the congress of trado unions,
which tskes place once a ymr and which is supplemented
by representatives of All-l1Mmwian Associations. The local

" councils are formed on the <nio lines as the Central Coun-
cil, differing from it only in‘lh matter of the number of
representatives. Reprosentatlonf in congresses is conducted
on the proportional basis; theavoting—In contrast to Weetern
Europe where the system o%vuting by mandats prevails,—
i individual. Memberskip ffes amounting to 1% of the
wages earnad and entrancad fcos equaliing hall a day's
wnges go to the respective hninch of the trade union, which
placon one half of the sum Wt the disposal ol the contral
union and 10°.¢ at the dixparcal of the Central Council. The
sub-divisions exist on the bus-ots of the divisions. Whether
or not membership and othar [ees are paid regularly de.
pends, of course, upon the srrength of tho particular organ-
isation. Thus Moscow, ¢. yc.thas over 550 thousand organ-
ised workmen who pay thei® fees with grest accuracy. I
8 worker omits paying for thfcc months he is automatically
oxcluded from the union. The erade union demands obligatory
entrance of the workers irto the organisations, but this
demand meanwhile only sp)tits to workmen newly engaged
in a concern and does not sonly to the old workmen.

From the point of viow iof their representation in the
yarious government {nstitutjons the trade unions form a
powerful organisation; they ysscss over 50°/0 of seatn on the
Board of the Bupreme Council of Public Economy, in the
Labour Commissariat and intthe various branches of these
two institutions. Nearly halfithe members of the Presidium
of the Bup. Coune. of Pub. kronom. consisted of represen-
tatives from trade unions, bdt the lutter had to recall many
of their delcgales, owing (ot & lack of able workers in the
trade-union movement. Furfh.\tmore the Centrs! Committces
managing the various brayahes of productions are also
composed of members of !7qrious unions, according to
their agreement with the t. 4. P, E. The trade unions take
part in the work of public sdncation and in thd quality of
permanent members belong w the School Extention Depart-
ment and the Department fpr Professional Education at-
tached to the Commissariat’ for Public Education, as well
as to the Department for fie,d cultivation of the Commicse-
riat of Agriculture, ete.

Particularly great work fell to the lot of the trade unions
with rezard to the wage prohlem. At first wages were fixed
sccording to local -slandards. whereby not only separate
trade unions, but even ind,¥dual concerns mado their own
tarifis. The local unions vg‘o;ked out their tarifis and sub-
milied them for examinati¢r, to the local Soviets (councils)
and after being confirmed, &1y were carricd into life. With
wages regulated in this fas!iar: ono cun easily imagine the
chaotic condition the questics .was in. The first decroe on
the minimum wage was is;ycd by the Moscow Soviet of
Workers' Deputics. much tZ fhe indignation of the manu-
facturers, who cried out agadst it as being sheer violence.
After that the tariff movem’nd progressed on widor lines.
The Soviets scarcely maun¥ad to exsmino all the tariffs
sent up to thom and the maltlr: desumed the foiluwing forms:
Each union submittod its tafiff to the local council of trade
unions and the lauter, afte; placing its signature to the
dosurnent sent it up to th )abour Commissariat, which
issued a corresponding decre. Approzimite harmony among
the various branches of inddstry was aimed ot, but, never-
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theless, ench town had its own tariff policy. It was only
lowards the second Trade Unlons’ Congress that transition
from local to All Russian tariffs could be effected, the latter
fixing the wages on ono &tandard for the whole of Russia,
with certain varialions in per cent, according to tho locality
where the tarlff was to be introduced. Besides this, a cer-
tain term was fixed for the revisions of the wages tarifes.
Formerly this term had been established by each union at
ita nwn discretion, and when a new tariff was introduced
valid {from a connin%r:sc. the individual unions had de-
manded that corresponding additional payments be mada for
past times,~agt unfrequently for G to 8 months, sometimen
even for & whole year back. Tho Central Trade Unions’
Council siways fought against such demands and now it
has succeednd in establishing one dofinite term for the
revisions of tarif{fs for the wholo of tho country, all addi-
tional payments for past timea being abolished.

Parallcl with the regcuintion of wages went the regula-
tion of Iabour, The first tarill bore a character of plain
enumeration of trades, whilo at the present time we
have & tarifl elahorated for each branch of labour, not
mercly stating the trades, but describing the character
of the work in detafl. Certain standaords of productivity
have been worked out and the nomenclature is carried
through in such a fashion that soon tho so-called ,labour
card” fosued to cach workman will give a clear notion of
the work that can be assigned to him and the pay he
should get when tranaforring from one concorn to another.

Further, the trado unions are doing much work in
raising the educational atandard of the working masses.
Attached to the trade unions are special educational cul-
tural departments which organize clubs, open schools for the
flliterate and, in goneral, do everything in their power to
cducate the workmen. In all the larger factorios and works
courscs are being organiscd for the training of skilled
workmen, and for general complementary knowlodge.
The Central Trade Unlons Council will ehortly open
courses for the training of organisers in the trade union
movement. It must also be noticed that almost every union
in Ruasia has its press-organ in which along with profes-
sional matters questions of general political intorest are
hoing discusacd.

A qucstion arousing passionate debales at trade union
congresscs is that of the tasks of the trade-union move-
ment. The represcntatives of the opposition as, e. g, the
mensheviks, insist upon the old methods of improving the
position of the woskers, upon strikes, colloctive contracty
and 8o forth. As long as hired labour exists, they contend.
there will also oxist exploitation of labour. therefore the
trade unions should struggle against the state power and
protcct the workmen against it, just as formerly thoy pro-
tected them against the private employors. But this argu-
mont now does notl meet with sympathy among the brund
masnacs of workers and at all congressos resolutions are
pasaed with overwholming majoritics in favour of the support
of the Soviet power and the continuation of the trade union
mo\‘omen’ on its present lincs. An unmistakable symptom
of the atlitude of the working men towarnds the actual stato
of things is furnished by the last conference of factory-
works' committecs. At tbe beginning of the conference
thore were 200 non-party members prosent: at the conclu-
sioh one hundred of these had jvined the communist party.

The trade unions are at present devoling much energy
and attention to the development of the movement in the
Ukraine, where a branch offico has boen organised acting
as bureau of the Central Couneil of Trade Unions. The con-
ference of Ukrainian professional workers has shown that
the antagonism betweon the bolsheviks and the menshe-
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viks in the trado-union movement is much less acuto there
than with us. The mensheviks. taught by the oxperienco of
the Skeropadsky rule, are now ready to make all ecmpro-
mises. The Central Council of Trade Unlons generally + peak-
ing aims at uniting the trade union movemont all over
the separalo parts of Russia into one harmonious whole.

Parallcl and in close contact with the activity of the
Trade Unions went the wérk of tho Peopic's Compissariat
of Labour. Alter the October Revolution the Labour Com-
missariat shared the same fate as the other commissariats
(at that time still ,ministries®): all employees forsook their
posts and the premises were shut up. In tho Labour Com-
missariat in particular, 3 porteras and messengers siowed
themsclyes; but nono of the rest of the stafl. From tho
very outset the Lahour Commissarint turned to tho trade
unions, out of whnse representatives a colicginte was
formed. Since then the Labeur Commissanat in all its actions
has rrlied vpon the trade unions, and all the measures
coping with unempleyment, with the introduction of wage
tariffs. cte., are the result of joinl work of the Commmissariat
and the Contral Trade Unions Council. The Collegiate of
the Labour Commissariat consists, to & largo extent, of
representatives of Trade Unions who are confirmed by the
Central Executive Committee of the Foviels; the majority of
tho Commissariat's l)ops‘nmenlﬂ are also composed of repre-
sentalives of trado-union Departments and., in fact, the
activity of these lwo institutions is so closely connected
that at prescnt the question of their complcte amalgame-
tion is being seriously considered.

In the comparatively short period of its existence the
Labour Commissariat has worked out and carried into life

==

3 whola sories of hmportant legYlative acts: as the 8-hour
working day, the prahibition of.-hild lahour up to the age
of 14, the introducticn of the 8-u_,ir wprking day for juniors
from 14 to 18, the prohibition a1 overtimo work as a gen-
eral rulo and its admission or!y :n special casos, the prohi-
bition of night work for juniors;and woumen, the granting
leave to nourishing mothors t¢ Aeed their children every
thrce hours, and so on. Great 1. dportance must be attached
to the law issued by the Comn <sariat for Lahour regard-
ing tho social provision for wy . kivrs, according to which
law workers over the ago of 60 ::re relcased from work and
draw a pension equalling their (ull wages. At the age of
85 to 00 the worker has to subiit to medical examination,
as a result of which he may re-cite his pension even be-
fore tho age of 60. Every workes. h&ving‘ worked for a year,
has a right to one month's holijayl the lattor being at pre-
rent reduced to a fortnight, owit'r to the adverso conditionn
through which the Soviet Repub!“y ix now passing. A further
task of the Labour Commissariatiistbe regulation of wages,
which are drawn ups by tho trao Unigns and decreed by
the Commissarist. The strict “contdol of the carrying
cut of all the regulations of the-'fmmissariat is cntrusted
to inspoctors; beside: this cach ‘rAde union has its gpecial
committee for the protection of:libour. In the provinces
Departments of the Labour Com ..isarist exist everywhere,
built up on the systom of the (.rire

Up to the prescat the Coi, wissarial of Labour was
engaged chiefly in drawing up iafions deerees and now i
is engaged Ip carrying them intc (fe.



LIEBKNECHT'S TRIAL.

In Hanry Barbusse’s amous nével «Under Fires
Corpors! Bertrand uttcrs the followiog prophetic words: —

The futurels With what eyes will those who live
sfter us, and of whom progresy — which comes as sure
as fate — will have at luat steadied tho brains, look
upon these killings and theso exploits which wo, who com-
mit them, dout even know. whether 1o comparo to the
deeds of the beroes of [I'lutarch and Corneille, or
10 the deeds of common myrderers! And for ail that there
is ono face, ono figure whith has raiscd itscll above the
war and which shines witlf the beauty and importance
of its courage . . .

«I listened, supported by my stick, leaning towards
bim, gathering in that voits which came in tho silence
of the twilight from s mouth nearly always mute. He
cricd with a clear voice:

— Lictknecht! —»

The martyr's death of Yie great champion of the causo
still more endearcd bim to:1he workers of the whole world.
Proletarians should grow famillar with their champion’s
thoughts and actions, and iu this respect, a new book
on Liebknecht will be of gxeat assistance to them.

The publishing departgiost of the Petrograd «Sovict
of Workers and Soldiers’ puties,» the best publishing-
house in Russia, has irsued. a remarkable book by Karl
Liebknecht, entitled «My < rials.

This littld book was written in prison by the unfor-
gottablo leader of the German proletarial. The first part
uppcared fn the end of 1916 in Germany, illegally, in
manuscript form. The second part was supplemented not long
before tho auther's rcleaso ¥Yrom prison.

The book consists of leifers and legal documents bear-
ing on the trial; it presdnls tho great leader of the
world proletariat jn formiaL documentary language; but
out of it rises the living intige of the immemorable hero
of the proletarian movemeik for emancipation — as well
as the repoisive feafures of the men representing that bour-
geols world against which J.lebkndcht waged implacable
war.

The fullowisg is the ewifrant for arrests, Issued on the
3rd of May, 1916, whicl &tarted the legal procedings
sgaisst Karl Liebknccht:

Warrant of Arrest.

Private of the labour batialion, Karl Licbknecht, is
to be subjected to preliminary detention, ia view of his
being suspected of having in Berlin on the first of May, 1916,
by incessant action, and by the distribution of written pro-
clamations, publicly, before a crowd, urged disobedience to
tho authorities; further, of baviog shown insubordination tn
tho authorities by refusing to obey a military order and
and by so doing having provoked the danger of scrious
Injury to the army; and, lastly of haviug offered forcible
resistence to an official deputed to carry out ordors and
decrees of the administrative authoritics in tho legitimate
performance of his duties (sco §§ 110, 113, of the penal
code § 92 of the military code and the Imperial ordi-
nance of 31, 7, 14) and on the ground that the srrest is
called for by tho necessity of maintaining military dis-
cipline, (§ 176, 3 of military law procedure).

Signed: President of the Military Court, Bohen.
Bervlin, May 3rd, 1916.

The following is the aspect which the demonstration
of the 1st of May assumes in the enumcration of the
grounds for the sentence :

<0n the cvening of the 1st of May, 1914, the accused,
clad in civilian clothes, took part in the demonstration
in Potsdam Square. A considerable number of porsons,
mainly of youthful age, had gathered there for the pur-
pose of makiog a demonsiration. Owing to the traflic
in Potsdam Square, generally animated wt this time of the
day, thero were frequent jams, and the police repeatediy
drove the crowd foto sido streets. Order was main-
tained by large squads of police, <o that, apart from
occasional phistling and shouting of the crowd no dis-
tarhances occurred; when a number of policemen at-
tempted to disperse tho crowd which had amassed op the
sldewalk before the «Farsipnhol—~ _avl tho accused shouted
in a loud voice from ameng: the crowd which surronnded
him: «Down with the watr' Down with tho Government !»

On the 3rd of Jupe Licbknecht sent his explanation
to the court concerning the indictment which bad been
read sgainst him. He began by poinling out that the
porsecu:lon institated wgainst him was merely un incl-
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dent in tho struggle Letween tho bourgeolsic of the world
and tho revolutionary internationalists,

«Tho indictment is In keeping with French, Austrian,
Italian, Turkish, Russian and Swedish justice, which persc-
cutea thoge who share iny opinion lo nll those countries, as
guilty of bigh treason, and who gained their latest success
in Sweden a few weeks ago by condemning to imprison-
ment my fricnds Heglund, (lelund and Heden for the
highly successful propaganda which tbey carried on against
wars,

And Licbhnecht parries the charge of high treason
brought against him jn @ splendid passaze, which we
reproduce in its entirety: «Iligh treason has always been
s privilego of the ruling classes, — princes and aristo-
crats, — and is ooe of the most sristocratic traditions
of this caste. Those really guilty of biza treason do not
appear beforo the bar; thoy sitin the olices of the great
captains of industry, of tha firms that attend to the
equipment of armies, in great banks, on the ecstales of
the agrarian junkers, they sct at the Moltkelricke, in
Willelmstrasse and Unter den Linden, in the various
mipisterial and princely palaces in the royal castles and
on thrones.

«The real traitors arc the responsible and irrespon-
sitle members of the German Government, tho Bona-
partisis with unclean social cunsciences; tbey are the
Government political and capitalistic hunters after spoils,
the financiers and stock jobbers of every kind who have
most criminally instigated tbis war exclusively for the
sake of their profit, ucder the protection of semi-absolut-
ism and sccret diplomacy. Gulity of high treason are
the men who have precipitated mankind into a chaos of
barbarous violence which is translormning Europe into
a licap of ruins and a wilderness, onveloping her in an
atmosphere of lics and hypocrisy in which truth is blinded
and stifled; and they intend to and will go on with
their infernal machinations, until the Vlceding and
enslaved masses fall helpless®into their grasp.

«They are tho mcen who coin gold and power for
themselves out of the people’s blood, sweat, want and
dcestitution ; those who have a dircct interest in the war
or io its {mperialistic aims; whoso greed and thirst for
domination hide Lobind ranting patriotic zoal. They are
the men who, moro than defeat, dread the success of the
movement for emancipation among their own people, —
who hate the people to be free in other countrics as well,
who are determined onco again to deceive the people’s
hope of frecdom, yet have the barefaced audacity to give
this confllct the namo of & ewar of liberations, and who
8o far, have not yet been made to answer for their
actions, merely beecause the bulk of the people, misled
victiin as it still is of cowardly artifices, to this duy
dors not know the truth.

«Gulity of high trcason are those, who cven in time
of war, "together with their accomplices in enomy coun-
tries, form a sort of separate International with the object
of fighting and defiliog any movement in fuvour eof

'y
prace — those whoso pawer ., ver mo s derived from
the perfdiously contrived war :iad the iniquitous military
dictatorship.» (19).

In his refutation (dated vune 101h), of the indiet-
ment against him «the privaic-of the labour battalions,
Llebknecht, exposes his accuz.. 3" hypocrisy step by step.

Heo sketches a wvivid piciu : of tho cruel class confiet
which scotlins under the dece ive cover of civil peace.

Is the prosecution mct aw..re that in nearly all great
German citica distarbances ari > as the result of famine,
and domc:cstrations aro orgao.-.od in favour of peacy and
as & protest agaiast the slciluge of food? That the
sentencea Imposed oa thoso whoiiave purticipated in these
demonstrations amount to buhdreds of years of im-
prisonmont with bard lubour, :=ad of all prohibition to
publish anything coacerning ;sbem? Of the fact that,
in the Reickstag, the consor. .ip board prevented me
from submitiing an jntorpecllat.on on the subject ? Of the
arrests, made under preience-of public safety, with the
objoct of forcibly bringing dir.ontented citisens to their
scpses ?  Docs not the perscoution Know that all our
restlcss and polltically unreliacio elements are despatched
to the trencics?

«Tho poasibility of eiatergial dissension» sppoars a
mere phantom 1o the prosocution, and the chorchyard quiet
of wilitary dictatorship which stifles tho masscs’ cries
of despair, Is In ila eyes, eun:nimity.»

«The presecuticu oxtols the spirit of the German
troops. \Why are the military prisons and fortresses so
overcrowded, that many thouspnds of sentenced soldiers
have to be transferred to Com.unon civilian prisons?

«Docs not o yrosccution wpow that cases of insub-
ordination and refusal to olvy brders have become so
frequent in ceriain paris of t:: front, that recret army
orders insistently point cut (ae danger of & general
emoral breakdowns, in the ari.v? Dors it not kgow that
the men often bave to be driv.n to battle by their offl-
cers with revolvers ? That pot.nly individuals and small
units, but quite frequently Jargey vedies of \roops refuso any
longer to take part in_1ibis inh:iman slaughter or in thrse
mass attacks, etc.? Thatin the wararea the German soldicr»
very often become 3lmost fricr.3 with the encmy, so that
it becomes necessary to fssuo ¢scclal army orders ngainst
this fraternizing, aad that It s combatted by frequent
transferring of troops from on§ place to another? Docs
the prosecution ‘reatly not sus;.ct how gregt is the num-
Ver of German soldiers whoso sLougbts are .one with my
own?s (28) Liebknecht empieizes tho fact that ho Is
not alone, — and praises the -iew who dare raise the
banner of revolt against tho guporialistic war. Frery
soldier whbo refusesjto tako .t in the slaughtcr started
by the imperialists stands m-:7ally Incomparably above
those who participale in it en: wuslastically.

«This valour, this cothusia 2n of the proletarian sol-
dier, where are their roots? ia the lack of class con-
sciousness ; in false notions as 17 the place they occupy in
the modern social order, supp~tod as these notions arv
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by systematic dscelt and di. ortion of the people’s minds, —
the system which is follo ed by the Governments and
the ruling classes; in tI imperfect comprehension by
tho soldicrs of their histirical ‘mission. Such s the
intellectnal factor. These roots are further grounded
in tho absence of fndey 'ndence, selfroliance artifici-
slly nutturod in the mnigsscs, — fo the intlmnidation
achieved by a draconian u scipline, tho essenco of which,
according to Fricdericks prescription, is as follows:
«The oflicer must be to ®n soldier & greater terror than
the enemys», — which amunts to rousing evalonrs from
cowardice, from dread of Wie slick — us the choico of
lesscr evil. Add to this he constantly fanned hatred
of tho encmy and carefully trained cruclty. This is tho
moral factors. (28),

Yos, this is what tEc, ruling class understand by
emoralss, JBut thoso who tn‘ar tho uilt of all the hlood-
shed strive to achliove thair aims by making use of the
ever increasing longing fof peace amongst the soldiers.

In many men who baro managed all \hings notwith-
standing to rid themselves of these unworthy moral and
Intellectual Influences, bravepy is gencrated by the mis-
taken idca that victory wogld bring us nearer to peace, —
an crror which tho experjunced of this war tends more
and more 0 dispell, In sgiic of the convulsive effurts
at hypnotic suggestion. 1low prophetic sound the following
words which Liebkoecht figs nto tho faco of the trium.
phaat foe:

I know that rapidly growing numbers of proletarians
thiok as 1 do both at the Jront and at home. And, if
the cbancellor recently ann unced that «tho peoplo would
square accounts after w war with thise who stand
around Liobknechts,— 1 hbpo and trust that the prople
will square accounts, in ¥ very differcnt manncr, and
It is to bo hoped ‘that they will do so thoroughly, not
walt till the end of the wirs.

In his letter to the I'wsident of tho Court in Derlin,
dated June 21st, 1916, l,lcbkncch! draws attention to
tho rapld growth of oppas tion protost to the war in Ger-
many:

«The high figarc of sutpuces in the army would be
much higher still, the puiishments still soverer and for
longer terms, were it nov that the offcnces, even tho
gravest ones, arc [requently overloaked, or sctiled
quietly : but this mildacss romes not from tenderhearted-
ness, bul of military recesity, and is & symptom not of
lowered but of hoighteneqt criminality.

«The prisons arc overd~cwded with soldicrs, but there
would ho many more, wcre It not that a vast number
of men under sentence uie ‘sent to the trenches, whero
they may carn thelr pinion, after doing only part of
their term of punishment, or even possibly, none of it
at alls. (36).

From the very begingiog of tho revolution the Ger-
man Governmens strove o make Liebknecht harmless.
In his declaration of Jhuo 26 he writes: «Early in
Fetwroary, 1915, when eniered the army in the 5th
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military district, the district commander informed mo that
1 was fphidden to tako part in revolutionary micetings,
to do any revolutionary propaganda, elfther verbally or
In writting; 1 was also forbidden to wear tho military
uniform and to lcave llerlins,

In the same declaration Liebkoecat gives a detailed
account of the aims he pursues: «To weaken and break
down the rule of the capitalistic governments and domi-
nant classes in Germany as well as in all other countrics
and all spheres of public life, including first and foremost,
thoir military rule, and to substitute for it that of 1he
soclalist proletariat — such i8 tho political aim of inter-
pativnal socialism . .,

«The rocfalist's hizhest object is — to win the entire
prolctariat to the scrvice of theso aims, to participation
in tho conflict; 1o win over the proletarian soldiers, also
who, in spito of their training, the force of discipline
and rules of war, must romain fighters in tho class
strugcle: tho proletarian soldiers must place the dutics
of international solilarity and the class struggie higher
than all military orders.

«Tho socialist's highest obhject I8 — to secure that
in the near future, whether in tho war with forcign
states, or in civil war,—hundreds of thousands of soldiers
should answer thefe officers’ Imperialistic fractricidal
orders with the unanlmous cry: «We will not
shoot».

The soclalist’s highest object is — to do evorything,
in order that tho bulk of tho pcople be imbued with
such sentiment and such eourage, as will cnable them to
reply to the bonapartist cry: «P'lutot la guerrc que
I'insurrcctions  with the socialistia cry: <Plutot )in-
surrection, plutot la revolution que la guerres. And
Liebknecht quotes some words of his own spoken
in the l'rosslam Chamber of Deputies on the 16th v
March:

«Tho spiritual emancipation of the working class can
be sccurcd-by the workers alone, And our mistion is
to rall out to the workers in all countries: <Arise and
acts. Those in tho rear, and those in the trenches must
lay down their arms and turn against the common foc,
who robs them of light and alrs. (39).

Liebknecht flings tho charge of high treason back in
the faco of his encmies. In his lctter of Juno 26th to
the court he says:

«\What I am aiming at is tho enferblement and break
dowa of the German empire’s military power, insofar as
it is the military power of a capitalistic government and
the dominant classes of Germany and serves them to
attain their impcrialistic military cnds, and to encom-
pass the political and economic oppression of tho
masees; I equally aim, of course, at tho enfeeblement and
break down of the military force of all other capitalistic
states. This 1 have repeatcdly declared already» (40).

Llebknecht never tires of unmasking the mendacity
of the imperial government's military ideology.
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«The watchword «agaiost tsarisins suiled th¢ uoscru-
pulous military Leads. Not for nothing did the Govern-
ment employ demagogues that the hoodwinked people,
even wide proletarian circles, would not see the trick
and would become fircd with sacred revolutionary zenl
and would let themselves be enticed into the imperial-
Istic war for conquest,

«Truo «War against tsarisms was in the first placo
wagod against France and Fugidnd and began with the
frruption of Luxemburg and Belgium and the occupation
of the French wmining districts Bricux and Longwy, which
bad fong bLeen coveted Ly the Kerdorps! Krupps, Thys-
sons, Stumms, Rechlengs, cte.s (48).

Further, Licbknecht shows the conscquences of the
detostablo organization for the fabrication of lies about
the war.

«By daily whipping up the nerves of pcoplo to a
frenzy of Lloodibirsly hatred of the cnemy, to & coudi-
tion in which man, absolutely knowing not what ho is
doing, writhes with rage; for it is only in such a stato
of mavia .hat the passion for killing can flourishs. (O1).

In bis reply to the president of the “Jourt in erlin,
who on tho 2Gth of June pronounced the sentence (2'/e
yoars' jmprisonment with hard labour without loss of
civil rights) Licbknecht wroto on the 6th of July, 1916:

«1 have offcred resistance to tho capitalistic govern-
ment 3f Germany in order that an cnd may bo put to
its destructivo campaign against the masses of the pcople.
1 bave revolied against the ruling classes of Germany
in order that the pecople may be saved Ly wrenching it
out of their predatory grasp. I have torn the mask
from the Imperialists, the would-be benefactors of the
people, so the pcople may sce who are their real ene-
mies and free themsclves from them. 1 fight the govern-
ments and ruling classes of all countrics on behalf of
the lahouring classes of all countriex» (57).

On tho 17th of July Liebknecht wrote to the Court
about Rosa Luxemburg: «I hear that on the 10th of
July my friend Roxa Luxemburg was arrested. Tho
agents of tho high military authorities inveigled her by
deceit and placed her in prison, where, helpless at the
tﬁerc_v of her enemles and, ailing a8 sho is, bad air and
fack of oxerciso will causo hur to sicken and pine
away.

«In February, 1915, they thrust her into tho police
van with woman thieves and prostitutes and kept her a
yoar in prison. Now they want to finish her, this woman
in whosoe frail body Jives such a greal ardent spirit,
such @ bold, brilllant mind, and who will have & glo-
rious place in the history of human culture. . .

«But the force which they strive to conquer in Rosa
Luxemburg is mightier than tho brute forco which can
decrco a state of siege: it will break down the prison
walls and triuroph.»

Rosa Luxemburg, who escaped alive out of the im-
perial governiuent's hands, fell together with Liebknecht
at those of the Scheidemanisis.

b 2 e -

At this terrible dmo Liol»necht found his only con-
solation in the German Ia! .uring masses, — the ono
bright spot_in this sorvile (¢, — who, since the end
of Juno by ever increasing »mass demonsirations and,
better still, by mighty «trike?, principally in the works
which manufacture war supjics, — dcalt heavy biows
against tho war and the govsinment.. (63).

Lichknecht, the resoluto fig ster against universal impe-
riallsm, begins, as belits an iiternationalist, by unmask-
ing the imperialiats at home.

oRtut If tho eruthless submrino wars, as the Epgli-h
naval departiuont has good cayso to term it, I8 contrary
10 international law, then incrnational law mu«t allow
tho crews of the submariner: who wage it, to be dealt
with according to tho usanes &{ war.»

«And if the crew of tho «!laralongs on tho 19th of
August did that of which tho ¢3~rman government accuses
them (and which the ISnglisIy government denies), they
mercly acted as the (rermsixiroops acted hnndreds of
times in Belgium. Aad the ¢brder «to tako no pris-
oueiys, ascribod 1o the comrander of the «Raralonge
is simply & copy of Trotba's Lerman ordor, which, in
this particular war has been ‘iractised on tho German
sido with regard to the Cossacss and, especially, to the
Englislis.  (71).

Iiobknecht givos the Royal-Rrussian Soclal-democrats,
the servants of imperialism, Wiir due.

That the social-democrats, wlo recommend «to stand

‘steadfast 10 the cnd», with thwr masked Bothmann pro-

gram ol apnexations (sco the le.sling editorials for August,
1915), — with their way of urrying favour with bo
German governmonts, — with gicir equivocal assurances
of hyperpatriolism and very ugcquivocal oaths of alle-
giunco and scrvices to the Cbaancellor of the «centres,
the cunning jobber of the engderates conquest policy
skilled in fooling simpletons, e~ that theso gentlemen
will go on stcadfastly . pacing ithe floors of ministerial
anterooms, informing against Wl ir comrades and danc-
ing to. tho Chanccllor's fiddle vt their party. congresscs
and the Empiro conferences, --t no one can doubt. It Iy
to bo hoped, howover, that not Gouch moro than one and
a half of Schoidemann's party ¢ill then be left.

«And these ono and a half j-cheidemanns will repre-

.sent — not the German prolc ariat, but — very diffe-

rent from that — the bur wcrary .of the labour
movemont and its in':rests, ‘wi- »ly diverging from those
of tho proletafiat, at the presc: moment on maia points
even opposod Lo thems. (73).

Licbknecht pever tires to lash the hypocritical tactics
of pretonded civil peace, wii.¢h serves to cover tho
desperato class warfare of ik imperialists against tho
proletariat. e says: Germiy4 imperialism fights its
glorious battles at home; but 5.« theso mo papers tell.”

«Its most glorlous battles irc fought at home, against
Germans, sgainst hungry me¢ i thirsting for freedom,
demanding peace. 1t gains [daily victories over the
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uvnarmed, over winico, adolcscents, and old men; victo-
ties — in bonou¢ (S which no bells aro rungo.

«On the 10th} of July it overcame Rosa Luxemburg
by s vigorous attalil At the present moment it is cele-
brating & now triuupb, which wiil be sung by our pos-
terity: by a bold tush It succecded In overcoming and
taking captive 70iyrar old Franz Mchring, boncath whose
tlows Bismarck y:ed 10 quakes.

Avod Liebknecptipives a character sketch full of warm
feeliog of tbe old; Grrman Communist.

«At last the cuicial and semioflicial German world
can breathe more: freely. Franz Mebriog has his deserts,
which have long bcir dues.

«Why did he dbur no incense to the gods of impe-
riallsm. Why di] be remain troo to his altars, — the

altars of socialisof Why, in spite of his advanced years,
did he rush Into te fray for the holy of holies of the
International.

«For, even thHyzh he is a teacher of the German
people he Is not onqéf those that come out of the stables
of Von Trolha —a} Sols. For, even though be is a
luminary of Germsmw sclence, 8 master among German
publicists, & guartlian of German culture, he is not
one of the Holinioilerns’ bodyguard. For he is a
dostroyer of the iI'russian legends, not & court chron-
clor. For he is § «<hampion of the oppressed, not a
bireling of those 1 bower. A man, not a flunkeys.

sAt » Ume whinf the officially approved representa-
tives of German Scicncs become pancgyrists of barbarism
and trade on their. fyse, when only those can preserve
outward liberty whoiibhve accepted bondage and wag a
humble\tail bofore ;military dictatorships — at a time
when social democrass are exuberantly Lappy if permit-
ted to trot alongside the German state carriage and to
pick up the crumbs thist fall from the ministerial board, —
when esocial democrsticals boors are admitted to court
and, graciously sllowdd to sprawl for & few wceks on
palace cushions, — mt & time when apostate esocisl
democratss frecly bask in thp sup, st such a time, —
the place for a Frany Mehring is In prison. For prison
is the only place in.Germany where in theso days a
decent man can fco) frec. And the highest placo of
bonour for 70-year-old Franz Mehring is — prisons.

«But the work is not yet all done. Thore are still in
Germany thousands alid tens of thousands of people, men
and women, who cry

«Down with the (:’vornmont! Down with war!s

Exeedingly Interes ng is the following statement made
by Liebknecht beforc gho royal distrit court in Berlin
on the 23rd of Augnsx 1916:

«The object for wiich I strive In the war consists
in this — that alli the imperialistid states, — thelr
goveraments and rulidg classes, -— be vanquished, —-
vanquished by the niss of thelr ewn peoples. This
object means also, puace, the only durable peace, the
only peace which wi}l.!‘h all countries, secure the wellare
of the great massess (30).
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Hero Licbhneclit appears as supporter of a general deo-
feat, — the defeat of all imperialistic governments fa the
predatory war which they bave brought about; he conge-
quently defends exactly the same position which has
been so brilliantly held by the central committee of tho
Bolsheviks from the beginning of the war.

In a later declaration, dated August 24th, Licbknecht
clearly explains his attitude on this subject: —

«In effect, I dcclared I aim at weakening and break-
Ing down the military might of Germany, {.e., of her cap-
ftalistic government and dominant classes, but also, and
at the same time, that of all other capitalistic statess. (80).

And bhere is the oxplanation given by Licbknecht at
the sitting of the Court on the 2%th of May.

«The government of censorship with martial law and
impure social conscience, the government of usurious
trafficking with food stuffls and of tho «three classcs elec-
toral rightss of eherovs of the fatherlands,—tho govern-
ment which bears the bloody guilt of this most horrible
war of depredation, — this goveroment has reason to
hide In darkness. Militarism, moreover, nover could
stand the light of day. 1 have nothing to conceal, —
neither my actions, for which I am persccuted, nor my
politics. The policy of class warfare and the solidarity
of the labouring classes of all countries dvmands pub-
liclys. (11)). ’

On the 23th of August, 1916, the supreme military
court in Berlin sct aside tho judgment of the military
court of the,.capital Berlin and changed Licbknecht's sen-
tenco to four years and one month prison with hard
labour, with deprivation of eclvil rightss for the period
of six months.

Yery curious are the grounds given for this sentence
with regard to tho prisoncr:

«Even If he feels called to improve the condition of
the labouring. class by means of the union of tho so-
called proletarians of all countries, this does not give him
the legitimate right to use such bhlamable mcaus as the
distribution of pamphlets of this description for the agi-
tation of his ideas. He of sll men having for s0 mapny
years held the position of people’s deputy, should best
know whero it behoves the people to express their wishes
through their representatives.

«Such action, to the prejudice of his own country gnd
the lowecing of its government, whom he at this timo of
war represcnts as the truo ensvmy of the German people,
shows a low moral standard and is, vnwortby of any
hohourable German, — not to speak of a German sol-
dier, whose lofty mission it Is to defend the father-
lands. (127).

The encmics of the prolctariat “could not abstain on
this occasion from distorting the truth and attributed to
Liebknecht things he had ncver said. So they made him
say that he would refuso to carry on in the enemies’
lands a propagands sgainst their respective governments
simllsr to whica he is conducting ia Germany sgainst
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his own government, And Licbknecht procoeds to resworo
the real scnzo of his spocch.

«If 1hd Garmaa op;sitlon were 10 mso s irfiucnce
to go:lab tho movemoud fo favour of poacs in «tho
encmles landss, and, st tho szm0 tlaio, to proach snd
enlrca In Germazy quiot snd sabliivencs, Ca German
governent woiuld bo much ploccod. Tusro have aciuaily
beea, In tho e3slias of 1915, such seercs plaas to uze the
nfluenco of tlo opporitica gbrond, wWhile maLing use
bere at home of tho eComziradess of the srtand fest pers
suaslons, A Rurslan oJicor out at the front sctually
dared 10 drop me a Lint to that edocts (ldetinocht's
sdeclarations In the Berlin distries court on the 1t of
Bepiember).  (130),

Liobkneckt thas dednes his attitude towards 1o the conrt:

«I did not give any esssurancess o tho court; I only
made clear my revolutionary attitude towards tho fostfo
tutions and demands of s class stats, from this attitude
it ulso follows (hat I coldly decline to consider all the
court’s refleciions on tho egricvous censequences of pun-
Ishrcot for mysclf sud my familys, (131).

Ho then spasks of Lonapartism as oo of the eanses
of the war:

«To make uo of the war, on sct of foreign policy,
W divert the attention of the popufation from kome af-
fulrs, L. e., from tho ofins of Intornal policy, i» & trick
comwon to ull even tho oldest states based on clusss, (1 ‘).

Licbkncclit polnts 10 the fuct thnt, §n o war, the
problems of 8 confict with an internal cnemy, possess
Do less Importance in the cyes of 8 capitalistic govern-
ment than imperialistic expansion:

«Victory in the world war, obtalned at the price of
.the wtal loss or consideralie eurtallment of their cluss
dominatlon, wonld mean rolbing them of tielr imperial-
Istlc power, and frora the gapitalistls point of viow,
would Le actually worre than s defeats,

Liebknecht shows that tho dominans classes very fro-
quently sre In favour of s defeat ;

«In this scnse tbe truly Sraltorous watchword: «Bester
dcfeas than revolutions which unites (o partisans of
power by the grace of God with the dclezdors of pover by
the grace of Mammoa in all eountrics, would constifule
the Lighest and most sacred commaadment of espitalistle
and cvery other clasy rocletys. (157).

In the heas of the clvil conCies the spolintora, whils
grappling with ope another, (o}l hack o (he extemnal
unity of their Interests (a she struggle agalnss tha prole-
tarfat,

The odioas biitleery «Iluttt des Jescrts qus, dos
peupies revoltese with wlich German ond  fluzsing
Dasborisss fa close alilance with feudal Franoce,
marched apninst revolutlonasy Fraoce, has not dropped
inte the past. Only when military trinmiph sdvances bapd
in kand whh-the humiliation or defeat of the proletariat,
then, and only thea I8 scems 10 the ruling classes of im--
perialisn that the millenjum is as hands, (158),

s"--furv-;i S cae .- e

For the proletisiat, on . » eonirary, thelr enemy’s
ﬁ:llllary defeat Is of greater ;iisortance.

For «it Is preclacly defes; and uny fullure outside of
politics which strengilion tho wemocratio forcess, (168),

And (bo ruling classes do 51 In thoip power to oon-
Juro iLls terriblo dupger,

«Tio tromendoca danger Waich threatens the raling
elossen, and moat of o)l their #xtremo olemeats, presses
forword 10 (o front with all the: ryrenter forcs, This dangep
Induces those wionm It sirecions to strugsle with (s
tmost cncrzy ezalost an unfivorablo s of the wae,
They ara ready to stako thifr all for tho sake nos
merely of victory, but of o grest, brililang vietory; only
suck 8 wiclry cah. guaruntey them the prescrvation
ofier the war, and even sn higrcase of fhely political
ond soclal power st home, 85, Bt tho some time, the
posibility of taking full udveni:iie of tho snecces obtatned
In tho war, fn fuvour of thefr «.2s9 fnforesiss, (100)

Tho Imperinlirts forco the:snaszes to work aguinsy
themselves. «The musses are ruired to pull the chests
nuls ous of the fire of the wun for the ruling elassos
nod tho imperialinia, and, of the same time to help baild
new walls around the foriress of Kielr own enslavament ~
for the ruling clazses nre maki'z war for tho fncrease
of their wealih, for tho siren;iiening of thefp power
adrosd and at bome, while the ¢irolotarfsn messes fight
for ke locreaso of their own miicry, for tho grester solid~
iy of thelr own fusterss,

The dominans elasses, says Licbknecks, nro aill anothor
method In dealing with the masyes, namely, sham con-
ecssions, decepiive promises:

«True, this method Lolds theilatens danger Inlcrens
10 oll demasozy, I8 genensies sud nourishes oxpoctations,
mevitably dooniod 1o disappolntiwat, so shat sho evif,
temporasily averted, can but up eusily fnereass it In
the futures, (1GV).

Tho war in tho opinion of 11} ruling classcs was 10
bave suved them from the pevoldtion, — snd therefore
shoy welcomed fi:

«German Social demoeracy grovels In the dust Lofore®
tls Ylobenzollerns «sid Joyfully wt thats, This surccess
slopo was worth s world’s wurs, These words of
Le Temps, on the bresk down of ¥rench socialism apply
hera whi double foree,

But tbe furthar course qf she 'war shuownd more and
more olearly $has the revolutiuoary . fire was onything bus
ostiact {a the mazses and tha daovers of demagoygy began:
10 maka tLomselves €. Thy war is becoming to be &
colras] acesmplation of Incrimbieting ‘meterial which,
whea the time comes S i ligidazion, will ef Jatess
€aus8 ke greatess sdrinl. tenston, .

Iers ogais tliere i3 -but one kops 3 view
® great victory with eoprmous eopquests, Ooly such s
victory can make 13 possible to dazzie the masses sfier
the war with splendor and glory, 40 cheat them of the
fulflisicus of the hnopes thas wers tained snd keep them
88 hofore, in the condition of haridjs. Oply vicsory prom-
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ises the domin. j claosses the consolidation of their
power, neoded t- ‘vpel the 1evolutionary currents. De-
foat will almost an an arsured revolution; a compro-
mise peace wou: ‘at the loast mean the probability of
s shifting of pov ! to the side of democracy.

True, tho lot v the war lasts, the greator becomes
the terrible soc. st risk of the rulers, and the more
they Lave’to si., ' everything on tho gameo : va hanque.
Let the nerves z ! physical strength of the masses be
ruinod in the w: 1let them be bled white,—this blood-
letting may pos. ..y save us from tho revolution. And
therclore:

eForward to 4.n great victory!» (161),

The imporiali 1.c governments, however, seck to holp
themsclves by sty.ing up tho revolution 1o tho enemies’
countrics:

eAsfar back af: sliooldon times conquerors have striven
to put out conflagy..: o8 in their own countries by means of
adventuros in forc :n lands, and to light their victorious
torch by the con§:‘:ration raging in other countries.

¢A successful]: (venture abroad strengthens tho adven-
turer’s sway at yue. A defeat may cost him his head.

«But 8 defeay =0 war of a given form of government
brings on the en;i.v's victory only if it also is the deo-
feat of the pooplg g hich has been drawn into the whirl-
poohof war. Bu,, if, ut the time of the catastrophe, the
revolutionary parjy' bas been able to scizo the reins, it
may crcate & ney pirresistible, invincible military power.

«In proportion,:» a country is pregnant with revolution
and the popular Ulrces which are capable of unchain.
ing it, tho more yiyreptive will be the foroign enemy's
hope of using i®-or his own advantages. (163):

These words ¢ I Licbknecht scem prophetic of what
was to come of (k'¢{man Kaiserism's flirting with the Rus-
sian rovolution:

«Caught In W1:# own trap, the men of Bethmann's
type will find thepuiclves faco to face with the success
of the movementsyXuich they were at such pains to pro-
voke by a thoustizt tricks and antics. Don't deceive
yoursclves: it is . playing with revolutions, (165).

Liebknecht fuy (er gives & character sketch of those
who belp the Chu ..llor do his dirty work, — the offi-
o] socialists ; bo,.1ows their social roots:

«For after atk.ttho bureaucracy of the prolgtarian
fnstitutions aad or;.:izations, from which the ranks of its
followers of the pic;~tariat are made up, forms a sep-
arate class by itsily differing widely in its conditions of
existence and 1a yits paychology from the mass of
workers, with whe 1y, as a separate class, it is connected
by functional relat.ins (166); eas regards its intcrests,
&8 & separate cla:;:iu— It is connected with the working
class only In 90 1t} as «guardianships is concerned, also
o preservation ,..d fncreaso of proporty acquired In
bourgeois socloty; 1.3t it diverges from the interests of tho
working class refiocting precisely those things which
alone are of any ynportance for thy revolationary turn
% be taken by t);sprolotarian policys.

The imperial government, on the other haud, seeks to
facilitate tw its servants the task of dsagjving the masses:

«The Chancellor naturaliy spares no pains to help his
political whippers-in to preserve somo infiucnce over the
massos. lo graclously permits them on occssion some
litte sidesteps, such as thundering radical speeches on
the question of food supplies or tho censorship and evea
sundry mendaclous «indiscretionss. As & special treat —
preforably, for better effect, just before s session of the
Reichstag, he comes down hard on some of the «Ultras's
members of the extreme right, or on one of their or-
ganss. (167). :
As carly as tho sumnmier of 1916 Liebknecht demon-
strated the necossity of breaking with the traitors 0
the cause of labour:

«Gorman social domocracy and the industrial move-
ment are disgraced by the presence in their midst of such
leaders sunk in the slough"of capitalistic servility and
ministerial flunkism, they ago rotten to tho core, demo-
ralized, disgraced before the world. Ervery bonest class
fighter, every earnest internationalist, every sincere soclal-
ist turns from them with disgusts. (168).

And this struggle against the socfalists gave an Im-
pctus to the revolution :

«This struggle, however, will neither ctipple nor
weaken the rovolutionary forces of the proletariat. The
forces of the tempestuous elements, once thoy are rid of
the fotishism of discipline, imposcd by organized burean-
cracy, of the stale, tactic traditions, will accelerate the
revolutionary movement, will drive it on to reckless
ruthlessness. - Should the, war accumulate still more
combustible material, still more causes for mass revoit,
this will happen even during the war — or afler the
wars. (168).

And the ruling classes arc calling for victory to
forcstall the revolution . . .

«Only a military trlumph can. save those who are
guilty of Kurope's tragedy from the judgment of
the peoplo’s wraths,

Aud here is where they have need for the patriotic
social democracy.

«But doos the Chancellor want anything short of a
«Frondos. Ho has achioved evon a little more; his train-
ing has turned the social democratic wolfl into the tail
wagging dog of capitalism.

Is not such a success worth a fow rhetorical
phrases. Was it not worth while on rare occasions fami-
liarly to converse with various Scheidemanns and Fried-
richs in a few mioisterial offices or Stata chancellorics?
Would jt not have bcen worth oven a few sham
rcforms and conceshons to & fow Sadckums? If Paris
was cheap at the price of & mass) this is moro
than Paris, for less than & mass. Could the now
orientalism and hoodwinking of the masses be bought
at o cheaper price (169). It is in such a policy that
the bourgcois nature of the German state hecome mani.
fests. The Hohenzollern neo-romantic rule by the grace
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of God with all its foudal ways, is, essentially, a capl-
talistlc bourgecois moparchy with the motto: <«Enrich
yoursolvess, and, 10 achiove its own and fis body guard's
bosoapartist ends, it resorts mot to war alone. In pur-
suit of the same cnds it has to practico the part of
erol des gueuxs (kirg of beggars) in the game at
socialist monarchy. This is especially necessary in time
of war, in order to popularize the war, to facilitate the
eliminating of large masses of the people both from exter-
nal and internal politics, as woll as their economical and
physical undoings (171). The victory of such & force
§s the victory of tho blackest reaction. Should the impe-
rialists really achiove such a victory as they dream
of, it would be- the victory of absolutism of secret diplo-
macy, of the soldiery, of police and e«Junkers rule of
economic swindling aund parllanientary priviieges, of
oxceptional laws, of the ellakatistss, of the encmics of
coalition rights, tho victory of tarifl usury and cxtor-
tionate taxation, canting bigotry and schoolrcaction —
a victory of the furces and tendencics hostiie to the
workers, —in all the provinces —the victory of tsarism,
and, — through violcnco done to other peoples, — the
way preparcd towards another world war, and, taken all
in ail, w fatal thing for the German pecople, a catastropho
for all wankind. And because It is so, the proletariat,
imbued with class consciousness can have onu altitude
towards the war — lrreconcilable opposition, and bLut
onc answer,—strain every fibro not for victory, but for
carrying on the class conflict, the social revolutions (173).
On the 25th of September, 191G, Licbknecht wrote to
the royal district court: «The Zublato{ls and I'otemkins

of the social democratic party, their conference which took -

place under the motto: «War to the bitter ends, adopted
a resolution expressive of -'pympn’;hy- with myself. This
manifestalion of & despicable demogogy might have been
forescen, and 1 reject it with contempt. (174).

In his declaration to the Imperiul military court,
made on the 20th of October, 1916, Liebknecht writes:

«Tho criminality of iny endeavours lies by no means
in tho direction of high treason, as treason to tho sthie,

but entirely in that of an international <high treasons, .

to which in this senso I joyfully accedes.
On tho 29th of October, 191G, he wroto to the Impe-
rial military court at Charlottenbyrg: e«Iligher riscs the

mountaln of gulit which will tnble down on the hcads
of tho rulers. Tho |ast oascs of homanity are trampled
uoder foot. The windows of x}xo prisdns in which the
victims of tho martinl Jaw sit o7p hung with the ccasors'
dense tissucs of lics and the m.tloy flag of patriotism.
Tkons and altars duvoted to 3o idolatrous worship of
the war god conceal tho dunge 38 of the secret service
whorein the henchimen of the'gove~ 3ment torture the forermost
fichters for humanity. The motl.y flags are not yet torn
down, the flaming sliars are net yet overturned. Dut »
kuowledge of what they conceas has at last reachod the
light of day, and it will not ba forgottcns.

Tho Commander-in-chief otltlis Marken, — president
of tho court before which Lislknecht was tried, erefused
oven tho Reichsiag tho right oit publishing the documonts
of my trials,

The military dictatorship s:jly hides even from fts
own faithful followers its own semiblance, — the semblance
of tho grand time.

«That is the official signaturh to the documents of my
fndictment agalast my accusery, under which Friedrich
Adler lLas placed his bloody scal, — that plercing cry
of despafr out of the Austriad kel that shrill cali addressed
to tho proletariat of tho centrst empires which will not
die away unhecards.

Hero Licbknecht rises befido us bodily, the living
man; the Inflexible irreconciilali¥ revolutionist, who knows
of no compromise with tho foys of his class, but pre-
surves his position, pure as crsstal, consistently interna-
lionalist, longiog for nothing 8¢ much as a dofeat.

Jusl‘so heroic, magnanimous and unscifish were those
men of classical antiquity, of ¥hom Plutarch tells , . .

It is plain that such a ) could not exist in the
Gormany of such men as Eberfand Scheldemann, — that
his dcath at the Lands of Usir agonis was not scci-
dental . . .

The book of Liebknecht's tirial must be translated
into all the Janguages; It must becomo s handbook for
every communist; in the utteraces of their great cham-
pion tho class consclous prolet:7ians of the entyo world
will find counsci and comfort,

W. Blstriansky.

René Marchand (Late correspondent of the’ ,Figaro® and
-Petit Parision® In Rusaia) WHY I SIDED WITH THE
SOCIAL REVOLUTION? Published by the Communist
International. Petrogrgd 1919. (In French) Price 2 roubles.

The author of this little brochure, not so many months
ago, was neither a socialist nor a revolutionary. By his
Ales, origin, education, and his position as journalist, namely
as Russian correspondent of two large Paris bourgeols
newspapers, René Marchand belonged, on the contrary, to
the most anti-revolutionary French circles. That the-edi-

tors of the  Figaro® never tamperyd with ,progressive ideas®
is wel] known to every one of . Hut it was just in the
eapacily of bourgeois patriot an-- catholie, mixed up in the
society of tho Prench ambassaddy in Petrograd, M. Noulens,
that René Maichand follo'ved 176 eveonits that took place
from the very first daye ol rewvwiution, as a witness who
was animated with a sincere de''ie to undersiand and to
see all in its propor iight.

In this brochure he relatesgcshat he saw. His indig-
nant protost against the crimtu-i-policy )f the Entente in
Russis, his relstion of his owsy evolution and iranaities
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from the camn «fLollicial® anli-socialinm o revolutionary
fdeslism, form, w ¢ocument of high value. Pollowing upon
Capitain Jacques sadoul, tha attacht to the French mil-
ftary mission, lens Marchand is the second French witness
whose attitude toivards the revolution was an impartial
one and who Lo upon himscll to defend it even at the
cost of breakinyivyith all his past

But Yhe eviuzuce of Iené Marchand is extremely
valuable for yr. raother reason. This evidence will later
on lead to the ¢ Iemnation of a disgracelul policy, con-
sisting of lies nv'ii plots, which will remain in tho history
of the bourgeoly i 1ancial oligarehy of our times as a erime
whose econseque: -8 were of the gravest kind It becomes
cloear from thia ¢ ;ument how ). Noulens, In making use
of bis Inviolabiiiyu as representnlive of s diploruatio mis-
sion, incited a q.Linter-revolutionary uprising in Jaroslavl,
the consequencaisof which wero the almost complete de-
struction of the gtown nnd of hundreda of unnecessary
deaths, — indeen;n worthy occupation for an ambassader,
the representatise of a doinocracy that was conducting
war in the name of right and justice=.

Later on w¢ isce how old Clemanecav, Implieated in
the Panamas and ih shooting workers in Vilnief 5t. George,
erswos his ecanwr by supporting Russian: monarchists.
Belore you pass-s a number of French and Bnglish officers
(meationed by Licir numes), gentiemen of the typs of
Rlley asd Vertwond, entrusted with the mission of organ-

inng a  countor-revolutionsry eonspiracy in an .allicd®
eountry, — exhausted by years of war, — to roeduce Petro-
gral to starvation by blowing up tho rallway lincs, by
which it reccived its food supplies. Diplomats and minfster
provocators, officor spios and murderers blinded by theie
narrow class point of view, commit crime after erime.
What s lot these pcople talkod sbout eonceming right,
even bofore Versailles!. ..

Oftcn dunng the perusal of these documentis one Is
reminded of the Drest-Litovsk poace. One rocalls all the
paltry insults with which tho whole of the official Preach
press overwheimed the leaders of the Russian Revolation.
During this time 18 months of contemporary lListory have
passcdd without thelr heing oven soiled by all thia filth,
and tho filth has fallen upon those who throw it. Bolshe-
visam gave birth to the German revolulion and (o the lieroie
spirit of the Spartakista DBul the Imperialist Entente, the
victors of Versailles, in the faco of the German Revolution,
violito nations and their rights with the same snd even
greater contempt thas was shown by German Imperial-
fsm at Brest-Litowsk. Through the whole of Marchand's
book run the words:

.Seo0 for yoursclf and draw your own eenclusion®.
When the Uime will coms, the Prench peeple will see for
thomselves and draw che correspending csaclusion.

V.8
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