

































































































































































































































































Much more important was the Essen Conference, which was
attended by representatives of the Communist parties of
Germany, France, Great Britain, Belgium, Italy, Czecho-
Slovakia, and Holland, and by representatives of Young Com-
munist Leagues, of the Red International of Labour unions, of
the C.G.T.U. of France, and of various revolutionary trade
unicns. The question discussed at this conference was the fight
against the Versailles Peace Treaty and its consequences. A
Committee of Action was set up to bring about joint action
between the German and French proletariat against imperialism.

This conference became the centre of attention of the prole-
tariat of Western Europe, and was a splendid demonstration
of the co-ordination of the revolutionary activities of the Com-
munist Parties.  When. Poincaré ordered the arrest of the
participators in the conference, this impression became still
more vivid. ,

The Frankfurt Conference took place from March 17 to 20,
1923. It was attended by 282 delegates from Germany, France,
Italy, Great Britain, Soviet Russia, Holland, Czecho-Slovakia,
Poland, Austria, Bulgaria, India, and Switzerland. Representa-
tives from the Communist International, the Young Communist
International, the Red International of Labour Unions and a
number of workers’ organisations were also present at this con-
ference. Twenty-nine of the delegates were social-democrats or
non-party workers. The main item on the agenda of the con-
ference was the occupation of the Ruhr and the menace of war.
A resolution was drawn up on this question, and an international
committee of action was appointed and instructed to organise
and continue the struggle against imperialism.

IIl.—International Organisations

TaHE YouNe COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

The Young Communist International has made great pro-
gress since the Fourth Congress, and will steadily advance.
Whereas the Second World Congress of the Young Communist
International (held after the Third Congress of the Communist
International) still adhered to the policy of subordinating its
sections—these important vanguard organisations—to the
political control of the parties, and laid down the general
principles for the formation of a young workers’ mass organis-
ation, the Third Congress of the Young Communist International
(held after the Fourth Congress of the Communist International)
adopted a new policy and therefore faced different tasks. The
Congresy gave concrete form to the tasks of the Young Com-
munist Leagues 'in connection with their development into mass
organisations. The conclusions of this Congress were as follows :
it laid down that the new course of the Young Communist
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International, while involving submission to the party, does not
mean abstention from political activities, and demanded an en-
largement of such activities; it emphasised the necessity of the
recrgansiation of the Young Communist Leagues on the basis
of factory nuclei as a pre-requisite to the development of these
leagues into mass organisations; it laid dewn a practical and con-
crete policy for the economic trade union work and the anti-
militarist activities of the Young Communist Leagues. The
progress of the Young Communist International since the Fourth
World Congress is due to the faithfu! cairying cut of these
decistons.

The year 1928 was a year of PrROFOUND REVOLUTIONARY
Crises. Four events of this year are of extreme importance.
The occupation of the RuHRr, the revolutionary struggles for
power and the establishment of white dictatorship in GeErmany,
the Fascist victory over the uprising of the workers and peasants
in BuLcaria led by the Communist Party, and the revolutionary
strike wave in Poranp. In January, 1924, the Conservative
Government in GREAT BRITAIN resigned, and the ‘‘Labour
Government” took its place The conflict of class interests in
FRANCE is becoming more acute, and the struggles between the
workers and peasants in ITaLy are continuing. All these events
made and are making great demands cn the general and political
activity of the Young Communist International and the Young
Communist Leagues. These organisations have shown that they
have cairied out the lines laid down by the Third Congress with
relaticn to increased political activity. The Young Communist
League was most active in the Ruar question, and in the revo-
lutionary struggles in GErRMaNY and in Burearia. The Inter-
national Leagues did excellent work last year in connection with
these important questions of the workers’ Government, and
showed that they are prepared for all eventualities and can cope
with any situation. From the very first day of the occupation
of the Ruhr, the Young Communist International, with the
assistance of the German and French Leagues, initiated propa-
ganda and organisational work on a large scale in the Franco-
Belgian army of occupation and ameng the workers of the occu-
pied territory. In spite of the dangerous nature of this work,
it has been carried on without interruption ever since January
11, 1923, and is meeting with ever growing success. Our propa-
ganda has made a deep impressicn on the army of cccupation
and has caused such disintegration in its ranks that the French
Government, headed by Poincaré and the War Minister, Maginot,
repeatedly made alarmist statements in Parliament concerning
the condition of the troops of occupation. When events in
Germany developed into revolutionary struggles for power, the
Young Communist International concentrated its attention on
Germany and on gaining the support of the workers of other
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countries for the struggle of the German workers. The German
Communist youth increased its activity to the utmost and was
always in the front ranks in all the struggles of the party. In
Bulgaria the Young Communist League was among the fisst to
see the error of the tactics ¢f the Central Committee of the
Bulgarian Communist Party and the scundness of the point of
view of the Communist International. It demanded revo'u-
tionary action to do away with the Fascist dictatorship, and
when the uprising took place in September, it fought in the
frent ranks.  In France and Italy the Young Communist League
also did important political work. The Young Communist League
aleo gave evidence of increased political activity in connection
with a number of extremely important Party QUESTIONS, and
showed that it is inspired with a truly Communist spirit. In
the party crisis in Norway and Sweden the League stood firmly
on the side ¢f the Communist International, and thus maintained
its prestige in those countries. In the Russian Party discus-
sion, the Russian Young Communist League backed the party
majority and the decisions of the Thirteenth Conference of the
Russian Communist Party. In the German question there were,
in the German Young Communist League, only a few supporters
of the Right, but the overwhelming majority of the membess,
as well as the Young Communist International, agreed with the
decisions of the Communist Internaticnal. The same was the
case in France. THE Young CoMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL AS A
WHOLE MAINTAINED AND INCREASED ITs REPUTATION OF BEING
THE MosT FAITHFUL SUPPORTER OF THE COMMUNIST INTER-
NATIONAL.

GREAT PROGRESS was made in connect'on with Mass OrGAN-
1SATION among the working class youth. The main feature of
this work was the estab'ishment of factory nuclei and the
recrganisation of the League on this basis. The trade union
work was centred upon this task of reorganisation. Consider-
able attention was paid to anti-militarist work.

It took considerable time to make the League realise the
necessity of reorganisation on the basis of Factory NUCLEL
But we have overcome all these doubts, and everyone is now
convinced of the correctness of this measure. The Leagues also
tock up the question of carrying cut the decision on the faetory
nucle’, and our larger sections have already achieved CONSIDER-
ABLE REsunTs in this direction. Altheugh not a sing'e League
has as yet been placed completely on the basis of nuclei, we
huve a considerable number of factory nuclei in our German
Leagues which occupy an important place in our crganisation.
There are alsc many such nuclei in the French and Czech
Leagues, and new nuclei sprng up continually. The centre of
gravity of League work is gradually shifting on to the factory
nuclei. A practical beginning has also been made in this respect

87



in America, Great Britain, Sweden, Norway, Italy, and Austria.
Everywhere, the creation of factory nuclei resulted in increased
League activities, and the extension of Communist influence
on the masses of the working class youth.

RESISTANCE TO THE CaPITALIST OFFENSIVE and EcoNoMIc
Trape Unton Work were adopted as our tasks. Unfortunately
this line of action was not carried out with sufficient energy
by some of our Leagues, which concentrated their activity on
other branches of our work. Our French, British, and American
Leagues were most active in this field.

In addition to the intensive woik in the Ruhr, thorough and
effective ANTI-MILITARIST work was carried on, especially by the
French and Scandinavian Sections.

An energetic UNITED FRONT CaMPAIGN was carried on among
the working class youth and among ocur oppoments. The
amalgamation of the Socialist-patrictic and Centrist Youth
Internationals was countered by the Young Communist Inter-
national with the slogan of the united front of the entire working
class youth. This campaign was very successful.

By their indefatigable activities in a'l branches of Communist
work, and by their efforts to carry out the decisions of the
Third Congress, the Ycung Communist International and the
Young Communist Leagues HAVE GIVEN THE YounNe COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL o FrEsH ImPETUs. Since the Third Congress
THE WoORK oF THE LEAGUES HAS STEADILY IMPROVED. THEIR
INFLUENCE OVER THE Masses oF THE WORkING Crass Yourn
HAS INCREASED, AND THEIR MEMBERSHIP HAS GROWN.

Whereas the Young Communist International has developed
and extended its influence, the contrary must be said of the
Social-Democratic Youth Internaticnal. Its decline has been
observed since the end of 1922. As a result of its continual
treachery and its complete inability tc cope with the question
of the everyday demands of the woiking class, its influence on
the non-party working class youth in the most important
countries has been reduced to a minimum, and d’sintegration
has set in in its own ranks. The merging of the two Inter-
nationals in Hamburg has been unable to arrest this disintegra-
tion. On the contrary, this fusion has increased disintegration
in the ranks of the social-democratic youth movement and has
accelerated its collapse. This process of disintegration is pro-
gressing steadily.  There is a steady influx of young social-
democrats into the Young Communist Leagues, and the Right
Wing of the movement is develcping into a wing of Fascism.

The Young Communist International is Makine PROGRESS
everywhere, as is shewn by the position which its most important
sections (Russia, Germany, France, Czecho-Slovakia, Norway,
America, Italy, and the East) occupy in the working class move-
ment. Another sign of progress is the growing membership of
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the most important Leagues. Since the Fourth Congress of the
Communist International the membership of some of the sections
increased as follows :—

Young Communist League of Russia, from 400,000 to 500,000,

Young Communist League of Germany (before illegality),
from 28,000 to 70,000.

Young Communist League of France, from 4,000 to 7,000.

Young Communist League of America, from 2,000 to 5,000.

Young Communist League of Great Britain, from 600 to 1,500.

As SHOWN BY THESE FicUREs, THE YOouNe COMMUNIST INTER-
NATIONAL AND ITS LEAGUES HAVE LEARNED TO CARRY ON THEIR
WORK IN A STATE OF ILLEGALITY, aND AS Mass ORGANISATIONS.
The following examples graphically Mustrate this fact: the
Communist youth of ITALY is again as well organised, in spite
of the raging Fascist terror, as it was at the time of the Fascist
coup d’état. The establishment of the white dictatorship in
GERMANY has also been unable to destroy the young Communist
movement of Germany (as it intended) and succeeded in
diminishing the membership of the German Young Communist
League only by 85 toc 40 per cent. at the utmost, which did not
interfere in the least with the general activities of the League.
Such is the position to-day, while a few years ago our Jugo-
Slavian, Hungarian, and Rumanian Leagues were entirely
destroyed by the white terror.

The Young Communist International has been extending its
network of organisations throughout the world. A characteristic
feature of the pericd between the Third and Fourth Congiess
of the Young Communist International is the growth of the
young Communist movement in the East (China, Japan, Korea,
and Mongolia) and especially the initiation of a strong Young
Communist movement in AMERIcCA, THE AMERICAN YOUNG
CommunisT LEAGUE (The Young Workers’ League) has made
great progress. The same can be said of the Leagues in CaNaDa,
MEXICO AND ARGENTINE. Young Communist Leagues were
formed in Urueuay, Borivia, anp Caiui, and the League in
Soutn AFrica has also developed. This extension of the Young
Communist movement to Asia, America, and Africa is very
significant.

The Young Communist International is on the eve of its
Fourth Congress. This Congress will be of great importance for
the Young Communist International, and its results will be far
reaching. We consider the present tasks of this Congress and
of the Young Communist International in general to be as
follows :—

(1) Tue PoriricarL AcTiviTIES initiated after the Third Con-
gress must be continued. But we must learn to recognise that
our political activity is not merely a branch of League work,
but rather foundation of all League work, which must always
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be carried on in the closest connection Wit ParTYy LIFE AND
WITH THE AcCTUAL PROBLEMS AND STRUGGLES OF THE WORKING
Crass, to which the League must 1eact promptly and effectively.
Support of the German proletaiiat in its stiuggle for power
must be the main feature of the poltical activity of the Young
Communist International.

The Young Communist International and its sections must
give active support tec the Communist International in all its
attempts to clarify the situation in the various countries, and
to enforce the policy of the Communist International.  The
Young Communist International must be given a thorough train-
ing in Leninism.

2. The Yeung Communist International must continue to
dg its utmost to become a Mass OrcaNisaTioN. We must work
energetically for the formation of factory nuclei and we must see
to it that the CENTRE oF GraviTy of League work be transferred
to these NucLel, and that the Leagues be REORGANISED on a
factory nuclei basis. Everything depends on this; it is the
kernel of the problem confionting the Young Communist Inter-
national.

(8) The Younyg Communist International must extend its
ECONOMIC TRADE UNION WORK, and must do its utmost to increase
its influence in the factories and trade unions.

(4) The Young Communist International must intensify its
practical ANTI-MiLitarist work and its struggle against the
menace of war; it must draw into this work all the Leagues which
have hitherto either neglected this work altogether or have
carried it on very superficially.

(5) It must endeavour to extend young Communist influence
ameng the working class youth of the COUNTRYSIDE, and must
attract the young agricultural labourers and poor peasants to
the Young Communist League.

(6) The Young Communist International must henceforth pay
more attention to the question of the activity of the Young
Communist Leagues during the decisive STRUGGLE FOR POWER
AND THE PERIOD SUBSEQUENT TO IT.

(7) EpucarioNnaL Work must be intensified on a national and
international scale.

(8) The revolutionary Young Communist movement in THE
East axnp v THE CoLoNIES must be encouraged.

The Cemmunist International has supported the Young Com-
munist International in all its activities in a most effective
manner. This applies particularly to the work done by the
Young Communist International in the Ruhr; on the whole, the
Communist International depended a great deal cn the support
of the Young Communist International in its national activities.
On the cceasion of the fusion of the two social democratic Youth
Internationals at Hamburg, the Communist International and the
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Young Communist International together laid down the policy
to be followed. At the meeting of the Enlarged Executive, the
Communist International condemned the opportunist attacks of
the Swedish Communist Party and the Norwegian Workers’
Party on the political activity and organisational independence
of the Youth Leagues, and gave wholehearted support to the
Scandinavian Youth Leagues in their struggle against oppor-
tunism. When the revolutionary situation in Germany became
acute the Communist International was faced with very difficult
tasks, it helped the Young Communist International to master
the difficulties which confronted it. The Communist Inter-
national showed the greatest interest in the development of the
Young Communist International and paid the greatest attention
to all its problems. There have been no serious differences of
opinion between the Communist and the Young Communist
Internationals since the IV Congress. On the contrary, their
collaboration was very harmoniocus. The regular support given
to the Young Communist International was not quite satisfactory
(for instance, it was impossible to settle the question of the
representation of the Communist International in the Executive
Committee of the Young Communist International during the
period under review). In this connection, there is room for
improvement.

Tur ComMiTTEE OF AcTION OF COMINTERN AND THE RED INTER-
NATIONAL OF LaBOUR UNIONS

At the request of the representatives of the C.G.T.U. of
France, the Second Congress of the Red International of Labour
Unicns decided to change its statutes with reference to its rela-
tion to the Communist International, adopted at the First Con-
gress. In accordance with these changes, the interchange of
delegates between the Executive Committees of both inter-
nationals ceased. But the Congress unanimously admitted the
necessity of establishing permanent contact for definite purposes
between the two leading centres of the revolutionary movement.
At the Congress the French delegates themselves emphasised the
importance of such co-operation. Hence the Executive Bureau
of the R.I.LL.U. at its first session, proposed to the Communist
International the formation of a joint committee of action, the
function of which will be to co-ordinate the efforts of the two
organisations in the fight against the capitalist offensive.

The Committee of Action was inaugurated on December 18,
1922. It immediately decided to issue a manifesto to the
workers of the world in which was emphasised the significance
of the international congress which had just concluded. It also
endorsed in principle, the text of a resolution, which was also
intended for the revolutionary proletariat in order to explain
to them the nature and purpose of the Committee of Action. The

91



resolution was adopted in its final form at the meeting of
December 26, it particularly emphasised the importance of con-
centrating all revolutionary efforts on resisting the redoubled
attacks of the bourgeoisie, and defined the role and functions
of this new organisation as follows :(—

(1) For the purpose of bringing joint action between the C.I.
and the R.L.L.U. against the capitalist offensive and for the
defensive and offensive fight of the working class against the
bourgeoisies and its lackeys, a Committee of Action has been
formed called the ‘‘Committee of Action of the Communist
International and the Red International of Labour Unions.”

(2) The Committee of Action is established on the basis of
equal representation of the E.C.C.I. and the R.LL.U., each
sending three representatives to it.

(8) Other Committees of Action, for the purpose of carrying
out particular campaigns, may be formed as well; joint sessions
of the Executive Committee of the C.I. and the Executive
Bureau of the R.I.L.U. or their Presidiums may also be called,
for the purpose of making decisions on important questions
which demand action from both these organisations. These
sessions are held on a basis of equal representation.

(4) The relations between the Communist Parties and the
revolutionary trade unions in each country will be determined
in accordance with the decisions of the Fourth Congress of the
C.1. and the Second Congress of the R.I.L.U. and in accordance
with circumstances prevailing in each country.

The Committee of Action has met twenty times, at the meet-
ings a large number of questions were discussed, the most
important of which were the occupation of the Ruhr, the Inter-
national Conferences (Frankfurt, Transport, Berlin, &ec.); resis-
tance to fascism in Italy and on an international scale, great
strikes (Germany, Poland, &c.); the events in Bulgaria; the
German Revolution; proposal of the United Social Democratic
Party of Germany to the Hamburg and Amsterdam Inter-
nationals for the purpose of supporting the German proletariat;
the military dictatorship in Spain, &c. The experiences of the
work demonstrated that the Committee of Action could not limit
itself merely to laying down the general lines of activity in resist-
ing the attacks of our class enemies, but it must concern itself
with a number of questions, which could be decided only by its
own organisation or by a joint meeting of the Executives of both
internationals.  For this reason, a number of questions were
brought up concerning the problems of organisation and of trade
union tactic in the following countries : Italy, Norway Rumania,
Mexico, Uruguay, Czech-Slovakia, Hungary, Sweden, Jugo-
Slavia, Finland, and Spain. These various problems could be
solved only by the Committee of Action, since they are closely
connected with the activity of the Communist parties in the
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countries in question. Any other proceeding would have drawn
out the discussions of these problems too long. Questions of
special importance, as, for instance, the question of combatting
fascism or the question of the trade union tactic in Germany,
were submitted to both Executives for decision.

Tue INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S SECRETARIAT

The development of the Communist women’s movement runs
parallel with the development of the Communist Parties. Hav-
ing this- in view, the International Women’s Secretariat
endeavoured to bring the working women into the service of the
proletarian revolution.

In Germany, where the revolutiocnary ferment has prevailed
among the masses during the past year, the development of the
women’s movement kept pace with the increased strength of the
Communist Party. The economic misery affected the working
women even more than the men. Hence, they took part in the
organisation of the control committees, in the strikes, the demon-
strations, &e., and often took the initiative in these matters.
They.did Red Cross work in the ‘‘hundreds,”” and took an active
part in the Hamburg uprising. They also joined the party
organisation in great numbers. When, after the October defeat
the party lost some of its pdpularity, a similar result was
observed in the women’s movement. But when the great
strikes in the Rhineland and in other parts of Germany set in in
January and February, the women’s movement gained a new
lease of life in spite of its illegal position. The Communist
women’s movement was greatly strengthened as a result of the
activity of the Women’s Secretariat in reaching the working
women in the factories and organising them into factory nuclei.
At the National Women’s Conference, which will take place
shortly before the Fifth Congress of the C.I., the lessons of the
past will be drawn, and the future policy of the Communist
women’s movement in Germany will be determined on the basis
of past experience.

In France the organisation of the Communist women pro-
ceeded very slowly up to the Frossard Crisis, since the party,
following the old social democratic traditions, neglected the
women’s movement. A slight improvement in this respect is
observable since last year, but the proportion of working women
in the party is still very small. Since the autumn of last year
the scope of the work of the Communists among the women has
been greatly enlarged, since the C.G.T.U., the French Section of
the Red International of Labour Unions, entrusted the work of
its Women’s Secretariat to a woman comrade. Thus, our women
comrades have the opportunity of developing their activity
among tens of thousands of organised working women.
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The Communist women’s movement in Poland has made
great progress. After the Party Congress of 1928, the party
developed considerable activity among the working women,
Committees for Agitation among Woemen were set up. In the
most important industrial centres the working women were in-
cluded in the factory nuclei.  Educational Committees were
formed for educational work among the working women thus
organised, and the party now issues a monthly women’s journal,
Rabotniza.

At the last parliamentary election in England, the Commun-
ist Party recognised the value of the energetic and devoted work
of the women comrades. The party called a National Women’s
Conference and thus tock a step forward in organising the work
of the women comrades among the women masses on a unified
systematic basis. !

In Italy, the Communist women’s movement was suppressed
and cutlawed like the party. The weekly Compagna was shut
down. But in proportion as the party adjusted itself to these
new conditions and gained a certain degree of legality, the
women’s movement also revived. Sinece the elections, in which
the Communist Party showed how deeply it has taken root in
the masses, the re-organisation of the women’s movement has
been proceeding satisfactorily.

In Czecho-Slovakia a certain degree of stagnation is observ-
able. In Norway, the weekly paper and the majority of women
comrades joined the opponents of the International when the
split came. But our women comrades in a comparatively short
time have succeeded in calling to life a good, thoroughly prole-
tarian women’s organisation.

In Bulgaria the women naturally took part in all the activi-
ties of the party, even in the armed uprisings, and consequently
shared the fate of the party. The movement is now prohibited
and illegal, bub it suffered Jess as a result of the White Terror
than the party in general, and has recently developed greater
activity.

The International Women’s Secretariat has tightened the
bonds between the women comrades of the various countries.
It has arranged an interchange of Communist Women’s periodi-
cals and other literature. It stimulated and instructed its
sections politically and organisationally, and endeavoured to
unite the activity of the women comrades more closely in every
way with their respective secticns and with the Communist
International, and to carry out the fundamental and tactical
policies of the latter. ~As far as internal activity is concerned,
the Communist women concern themselves with assistance for
Soviet Russia and later with obtaining aid for the suffering Ger-
man proletariat. It called upon the women of Germany and
France to protest strongly against the occupation of the Ruhr,
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To meet an urgent problem that affects women of all capitalist
countries, it supported a campaign for abolishing penalties for
abortion. It displayed great activity and International Women’s
Day last year and this year became imposing demonstrations.

The defects revealed this year in carrying out the programme,
has proved to the International Women’s Secretariat that many
sections of the Communist International have not yet realised
the importance of the work among the proletarian women, in
spite of the fact that the Execut've of the Communist Inter-
national is doing everything possible to do away with this tradi-
tion of the Second International,

A separate report will be given on the splendid development
of the women’s mocvement in the Union of Socialist Soviet
Repubilics.

The women’s movement in the Orient has also kept pace with
the development of the Communist parties there. In view of
the undeveloped economic conditions there, its tasks often
include not only the work of drawing the working women into
the Communist movement, but often with the most elementary
demands for emancipation. Especially great progress is observ-
able in the women’s movement in Southern China, which
developed parallel with the reorganisation that took place in the
ranks of the national-revolutionary Kuomintang Party. A
special task of the Eastern Section of the International Women’s
Secretariat was the education of the women students at the
Communist University of the Toilers of the East, where dozens
of Korean, Chinese, Turkish, and Mongolian women are study-
ing, and who will spread the Communist doctrine upon return-
ing to their homes.

Tue CO-OPERATIVE SECTION OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

The Co-operative section of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International was established in 1920, in accordance
with the decision of the Third Congress of the Communist Inter-
national. The tasks of the co-operative section and of the Com-
munist organisations adhering to it were laid down by the
Third and Fourth Congresses of the Communist International
and by the First International Conference of Communist co-
cperators held in November 1922. The resclutions relating
thereto exposed the anti-proletarian policy of the leaders of
the co-operative movement and laid down the class tasks of
co-operators.  The resolutions suggested the organnsatlonal and
tactical measures which Communists must introduce in the co-
operatives to make an end of the opportunist policy of the co-
operative bureaucrats in order to convert co-cperation into a
weapon for the protection of the interests of the working masses
and to establish the united front of the co-operative and revolu-

95



tionary workers’ organisations for struggle against reaction,
Fascism, the menace of war, &c.

The stubborn struggle waged by Communists in a number of
countries for the realisation of these tasks has already had con-
siderable results. In Germany, Communists are at the head of
a widespread opposition movement embracing the entire con-
sumers’ co-operative movement. There is a Communist majority
in twenty-nine German co-operatives, which have a membership
of over 100,000. The approximate number of our adherents in
the cc-operatives is 600,000. Communists are active as party
members throughout the co-operative movement, from the
central and district committees down to the majority of the
primary coc-operatives.

In the Czecho-Slovakian co-operative movement, which com-
prises over 820,000 workers, Communists are in the majority.
They also exercise considerable influence in some of the branches
of the German Co-operative Society of Czecho-Slovakia.

Before the Fascist cowp d°¢tat, Communists had considerable
influence in & number of Italian co-operatives.  The Turin
“Waorkers’ Union,”” which is the most powerful co-operative
soctety in Italy, was entirely under Communist control, and the
same was the case with the producers’ co-cperatives in Trieste,
the agricultural co-operatives in the Reggia-Emilia Province,
&c.  Of course, the co-operatives suffered a great deal from
Fascist activities. The co-operatives in Trieste were the only
organisations in which Communist influence was maintained.

In France Communists control four co-operatives in Paris,
including ‘“La Bellevilloise,”” the largest workers’ co-operative,
which has a membership of 17,000, and the co-operative ‘“The
New Family,”” which has eleven dining halls in various working
class quarters. In the provinces Communists exercise consider-
able influence in the co-operatives of the Northern Regions,
Seine-et-Oise, Bas-Seine, and the Rhone. - The Coroperative
Commission of the Central Committee of the party has been
very active lately. The party has formed co-operative commis-
sions in forty-five federations’ committees, ten of which are doing
successful work on a large scale.

In Norway Communists exercised considerable influence in a
number of local co-operatives until the party split. At the
Congress of the consumers’ co-operatives in 1923, the Commun’st
resolution received one-third of all the votes cast. The deputy
chairman of the Central co-operative society was a Communist.
In spite of the split, our influence and authority over the masses
are such as to enable us to continue in our efforts to draw the
workers’ co-operative movement into the revolutionary class
struggle. '

In Pcland Communists are only active in the ‘ Society of
Workers’ Co-operatives ’’ which is under the control of the Polish
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Socialist Party, The Communists received a cons’derable num-
ber of votes cast at the Congress of workers’ co-operatives in
19238.

In Bulgaria the workers’ union ‘‘Ozvoboshdenje,”” which has
72,000 members, had a Communist control Committee and worked
hand in hand with the revolutionary trade unions. At present
this union, as well as the Communist Party and the Red Trade
Unions, are outlawed by the Tsankov Government. The Inter-
national Co-operative Alliance, at the instigation of the Soviet
Co-operative organisations has initiated a campaign to compel
the Bulgarian Fascist Government to put an end to the persecu-
tion of the working class co-cperative movement. In almost
every country Communist Parties are beginning to gain great
influence in the. co-operative movement.

Last year, the Communist co-operatives increased their in-
fluence in the International Co-operative Alliance, which is under
the leadership of Socialist reformists and of petty-bourgeois
ideologists of the co-operativel movement. At the last session
of the Central Committee of the International Co-operative
Alliance held on March 22, in Prague, the Russian Centrosoyus,
which was supported by the delegates of Czecho-Slovakia and
partly by the delegates of Switzerland and France, gained a
victory in the question of the liquidation of the former menshevik
representation of the Georgian co-operatives and in the question
of the protest against the persecution of the revolutionary co-
operative movement in Bulgaria. This steady growth of Com-
munist activity in the co-operative movement leads us to expect
that the revclutionary wing of the International Co-operative
Alliance will obtain a considerable number of votes at the Imter-
national Co-operative Congress to be held in Geneva in
September.

On the first of June, 1924, the Second International con-
ference of Communist co-operators will be held in Moscow.
This conference will consider the results of the work hitherto
accomplished, and will adopt the tactics to be applied in Com-
munist activity in the co-operative movement under the exist-
ing political and economic conditions. The conference will pay
special attention to the co-operative movement of the petty-
bourgeois elements (producers and agricultural coroperatives)
to induce them to join the revolutionary struggle; to the organis-
ation of opposition elements in the co-operative movement; and
to the question of the relations between the trade unions and the
co-operative movement. It will a'so elect the members of the
Co-operative section which hitherto consisted of seventeen dele-
gates from the union of Socialist Soviet Republics, France,
Germany, Italy, Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, Belgium, and the
Scandinavian and Balkan countnies.
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Tur Work or INTERNATIONAL RED AID

The task of MopPr consists in giving moral and material
support to the revolutionary fighters and their families and in
attiawctlng large masses of non-party workers and peasants to
join in this work.

International Red Aid achieved its greatest success in the
Soviet. Union.

During the short period of its existence (16 months) its work
within the Soviet Union has greatly devdoped At present it has
about one and a half million members in the Soviet Un‘on. The
composition of this membership is as follows :—

About
Members of the Russian Communist Party... 250,000
Non-Party people . ... 1,250,000
These are divided as follows -
Workers ... 1,800,000
Peasants e s .es e 200,000

This numerical growth of the crganisaton is accompanied
by a corresponding Inciease in the contributions from the Soviet
Union :—

In 1928 ... About 300,000 gold roub'es

From Jan. 1 to Apnl 1, 1924 About 800,000 gold roubles

The aid given to comrades in capitalist prisons can be ex-
pressed in the f@llrowing figures :—

1923 . ... 85,500 dollars

Jan. 1 to Apnl 1 ]924 ... 87,200 doMars

The growth of the corganisaticn of International Red Aid in
the Soviet Union and the interest which large masses of workers
and peasants take in the activities of International Red Aid
must be attributed chiefly to the growing enlightenment and class
consciousness of the masses. Patronage over prisons contri-
buted greatly to making the idea of Red Aid popular.

Special attention must be paid to this aspect of the work.
Regular correspondence (as far as this is possible) between the
prisoners and their patrons is essential. All obstacles must be
overcome as far as this is concerned.

CARE oF PoLiticarL EMIGRANTS

Of greatest importance is aid to the political emigrants of
Bulgaria and of Hungary. The first grant to Bulgaria amounted
to 5,000 dollars. In additicn, there is regular monthly pay-
ment of 1,000 dollars. At present the task of aiding political
emigrants in Russia is exclusively in the hands of International
Red Aid. For this purpose a special Committee has been ap-
pointed, which deals with all matters concerning political
emigrants. This Committee does not only give direct material
assistance, but also finds work for the emigrants.
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Our ImMEDIATE TASKS

(1) Still greater consolidation of the organisation of Inter-
national Red Aid, especially abroad.

(2) Intensification of the agitational propagandist activities
of the Central Committee and of the activities of the publishing
department.

(8) Organisation and inciease of collections abroad, especially
in Great Bi'tain, America, and in neutral countries.

(4) Efforts for more adequate support of prisoners and their
families.

(5) Systematisation of aid activities to do away with
parallelism in this work.

Work ofF INTERNaTIONAL RED AID 1N EUROPE, Asia, AND
AMERICA

Outside Soviet Russia the activities of International Red Aid
were limited to giving aid to political prisoners. Because of the
activities of another aid organisation it was very difficult in many
countries to establish a section of Red Aid. In other countries,
on the other hand, the political situation was so difficult because
of the persecution of the bourgeois governments that it was
impossible to form any but an illegal organisation.

The great struggles in Germany, Bulgaria, and Poland, as well
as the persecution of workers and peasants in Italy, Roumania,
the Baitic countries, Japan, China, Java, and India made great
demands on our resources. Both financial and legal assistance
had to be provided for about 10,000 workers in Germany,
15,000 workers and peasants in Bulgaria, 8,000 in Italy, 4,000 in
Hungary, 2,500 in Poland, 2,000 in Spain, 1,300 in Finland,
400 in Esthonia, 250 in Latvia, 200 in Lithuania, 3,000 in India,
and 2,000 in Java. Most of the money required was raised in
Soviet Russia.

The repeal of martial law in Germany enabled us to form
a legal organisation. In Austria our section concentrated its
attention om the question of providing transportation for
emigrants and children. The section fu.filled this task very
creditably. In spite of the semi-legal state of the Party in
Ttaly the Italian comrades have done excellent woirk in the Red
Aid section. There are sections in Switzeriand and France, but
because of various difficulties our work has nct yet reached the
desired - standard. In Esthonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Finland,
and Poland our crganisation works well and lcoks after a con-
siderable number cof prisoners, although its activities must be
carried on underground. But in such cases it is very difficult
to ascertain the correct number of prisoners. In Hungary,
Rumania, Jugo-Slavia, Spain, and Turkey, persecution has
made it impossible to crganise any work of this kind. No steps
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have as yet been taken to carry out the tasks of International
Red Aid in Belgium, Holland, Sweden, and Norway. In
Czecho-Slovakia the total absence of red aid activities is due to
the indifference of cur comrades to this work.

There are red aid corgamisations in Egypt and Palestine. It
was extremely difficult to form sections in China and Japan, but
steps are being taken to overcome these difficulties. For the
first time in the history of Java prisoners received aid. A Red
Aid section will be formed in India on the basis of the great
trials taking place there. There are 3,000 prisomers in the
country. In the overseas countries, North and South America,
South Africa, and Australia steps are being taken to form
sections of a special character. These countries, in view of
their comparatively satisfactory economic situation, ought to
provide most of the finances.

Red Aid appointed special days to be devoted to activity on
its behalf in all countries on March 18, May 1, and November 7,
1928, and especially on March 18, 1924, which was called Red
Aid Day. Not only in Soviet Russia, where the results were
splendid, but also abroad, especially in ‘Germany, France, and
Great Britain, comrades carried on energetic campaigns which
will help to strengthen our organisation. May Day, 1924, was
also observed as a propaganda day for Red Aid.

The ever growing demands made on International Red Aid
require active assistance from the international proletariat. We
cannot expect the White Terror to abate in the near future.
On the contrary, in spite of the weakening of fascism as a form
of government, the Capitalist state will do its utmost to sup-
press any rising caused by the growing misery of the working
and peasant classes. Adequate assistance for the struggling
proletariat, and especially for the herocic fighters imprisoned
because of their activities, can be given only if the international
proletariat organises itself for this purpose, and is supported by
the peasantry.

THE EXPERIENCES OF INTERNATIONAL RED AID HAVE MADE ONE
THING CLEAR : IN COUNTRIES WHERE WORKERS AND PEASANTS ARE
RUTHLESSLY PERSECUTED, THEIR SOLIDARITY IS STRONGEST. IN
ALL COUNTRIES WHERE THE WHITE TERROR IS NOT SO STRONGLY
ENTRENCHED, THE WORKERS AND PEASANTS MUST BE DRAWN INTO
THE WORK OF INTERNATIONAL RED AID BY CONTINUOUS PROPA-
GANDA. ONLY 1F THE COMMUNIST PARTIES ENERGETICALLY SUP-
PORT THIS WORK WILL THE FEELING OF INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY
BE STRENGTHENED.

Tae RED SPORT INTERNATIONAL

In most countries the bourgeoisie has understood how
to win over the sport-loving proletariat into its own ‘¢ politically
neutral >’ sport organisations, or to bind them by means of sport,
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and hold them off from the class struggle. Italian fascism
understood extremely well how to mobilise these ‘¢ neutral *’
sport clubs for its own purposes; in a great number of countries
the sport clubs serve as the bases for the fascists.

The task of the Red Sport International is to wrench these
strongest sections of the proletariat from the bourgeoisie and to
put them at the service of the class struggle.

In Soviet Russia, in France, in Czecho-Slovakia, in Bul-
garia, and in other countries, we already have affiliated sections
with a total membership of 600,000. In Germany and in other
countries we have strong factions in the clubs affiliated to the
reformist Lucerne Workers’ Sports International, which are
developing very well. In a number of countries work is just
beginning. Our propaganda is carried on through the inter-
national periodical, ‘‘ Proletarian Sport.”’

In September of this year the Third Congress of the Red
Sport. International will take place. This Congress will be the
first actual world congress of the R.S.I.

The R.S.I. took an active part in the campaigns fo:r Red
Aid, for the German Famine, and for the First of May.

The Red Sport International based its practical work on
the tactic of the umited front, and is carrying on an energetic
campaign against the reformist bureaucracy which the R.S.I.
has to face in the Lucerne Workers’ Sport International. The
workers’ gymnastic and sport clubs are mass organisations,
which embrace non-party, Syndicalist, Trade Union, Social
Democratic, and Communist workers; therein lies their special
significance for the revolutionary Labour movement.

In April of this year a Congress of the Lucerne Sport Inter-
national took place in Framkfurt-on-the-Main. Through the
membership we endeavoured to compel the International to send
us an invitation. In 1925 the first International Workers’
Olympiad will be held, which is being organised by the reformists.
We are demanding an official invitation and the right to take
part. Thus we are compelling the bureaucracy to take a deﬁmte
stand on the question of the R.S.I.

In a number of countries the workers’ gymnastic and sport
organisations offered important opportunities for legal work
when the Party and Youth organisations had been driven under-
ground.

Some of the Communist parties and youth leagues still main-
tain a passive attitude toward the problem of physical culture.
That must be changed, since the young workers are turning to
gymnastics and sport in ever-increasing numbers. It is the task
of the Red Sport International to win over these masses and
imbue them with revolutionary wspirit.  The influence of the
bourgeois leagues on the members of the proletarian class must
be smashed. To assist in this work is an important task for the
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Communist parties and youth leagues, as well as for the Red
Trade Unions.
THE PEASANT INTERNATIONAL

The Peasant International was formed on the occasion of the
All-Russian Agricultural Exhibition, which was attended by
representatives of peasants from forty nations and nationalities
of the most important countries of Europe, the Americas, and
Asia. It was the time when the overthrow of Stamboulinski, the
Bulgarian peasant leader, clearly showed that an attempt even
of the class-comscious peasants to carry on the struggle against
the bourgeolsie without (or even in opposition to) the industrial
workers, is doomed to failure.  The agricultural exhibit of
Soviet Russia, on the other hand, showed that only in alliance
with the industrial workers can the peasants overthrow their
exploiters, the Capitalists.

The Peasant International is faced with the task of rallying
the exploited peasants in all countries, and to lead them to-
gether with the industrial workers against Capitalism. Conse-
quentiy the International Peasants’ Coumcil, the organisation
of the Peasant International, issued the slogan, ‘“ Peasants and
workers of all countries, unite !>’

The first conference took up the question of the causes of
new wars and the results of past wars. The economic situation
of the peasantry, which is being more intensely exploited and
ruined by capital on an international scale, was also investi-
gated. The conference gave the delegates the copportunity of
acquainting themselves with the situation of the Russian
peasants before and since the revolution. The next question
discussed was the relation between the peasantry and the pro-
letariat and the alliance between the working class and the
peasantry. The question of co-operative life and the organisa-
tional problems of the new organisation were also taken up.

The Conference elected a general secretariat, which has
already established connections with the peasantry of Germany,
France, Russia, Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Italy, Rumania,
Latvia, Bulgaria, Jugo-Slavia, Korea, Central Asia, China, the
United States of North America, Canada, Mexico, Brazil,
Argentine, Arabia, and several colonial countries. No stable
international organisation has as yet been created, but the wide-
spread sympathy with which the peasant masses received the
news guarantees that the Peasant International will quickly
develop. The general secretariat is organising an inter-
national Agrarian institute, issues a central organ, ¢ The
Peasant International,”” and set up an *‘ International Library,”
which has published four brochures, and is preparing others.

The majority of the Communist Parties have not yet grasped
the importance of the Peasant International. One of the tasks
of the Fifth Congress will be to draw the attention of its sections
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to this new organisation. By skilful manipulation it can become
a mighty factor in combining the forces of the industrial worke:is
and the peasants against Capitalism.

The Peasant International has no organisational connection
with the Communist International, but in its fight aga‘nst ex-
p'oitation it must be supported by the sections of the Com-
munist International.

IV.— Apparatus of the E.C.C.I.

EASTERN DEPARTMENT

During the past year the Eastern Department was in con-
tinual touch with the Communist organisations of Japan, China,
Korea, the Dutch Indies, Persia, Turkey, Egypt, and Palestine.

In Japan the Communist Party, under the guidance of the
Comintern, perfected its tactics in connection with the work
among the masses, the Trade Unions, and the formation of the
Woeoirkers’ and Peasants’ Party, which is destined to play a
significant role in the life of the country. The persecutions of
the Communists commenced in the summer, and which reached
a climax after the earthquake, hampered the activity of the
Communist Party to a great degree; even at this date it has not
fully recovered.

In China the Communist Party has made great progress.
Its membership increased, its contact with the workers has be-
come closer, and it took active part in all the more important
Labour movements (Peking-Hankow strike, etc.). The Com-
munist Party adopted a definite stand with regard to the
national movement—the Kuomintang Party—and actively took
part in the re-organisation of the latter.

In Korea the attempts of the Eastern Department to unite
all the groups have thus far been fruitless. At present fresh
attempts are being made to build a unified Communist Party.

In the Dutch Indies the Communist Party has developed into
a definite force. It embraces several thousand workers, and is
at the head of a number of Trade Unions and the strong
national-revolutionary organisation, ‘¢ Sarekat Rajat.””> The
contact between the FEastern Department and the Party has
greatly improved.

In India the Communist movement is in the early stage of
development. The attempt to unite the individual groups mis-
carried as a result of repression. In a number of Trade Unions
our comrades hold influential positions.

In Persia there are Communist parties in only two or three
cities (Teheran, Thauris, etc.). The Party is just beginning to
establish contact with the South-Persian oilfields. It is also
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taking an active part in the national-democratic movement of

the country.

In Turkey the Party was twice dissolved during the past
year. Toward the end of 1923 the resuits of this disruption
were overcome, and the Party began to renew its activities.
The influence of the Party on the radical intelligentzia has con-
siderably increased, but its work in the Trade Unions is not yet
sufficiently intensive, and measures are being taken to
develop it.

In Egypt the Party has revived during the past year. Its
membership increased, it took a definite stand on the natiomal
movement, and it succeeded in capturing the leadership of the
General Confederation of Labour. The Party took a leading
part in the strikes which occurred toward the end of 1923 and
the beginning of 1924. The Party was violently broken up by
the authorities. Seventeen comrades, members of the Central
Committee and leaders of the General Confederation were
arrested, and are now in prison. The provisional illegal com-
mittee has been able to restore some of the wrecked organisa-
tions.

Reference must be made to the feebleness of the activity in
the French colonies in North Africa (Algiers, Tunis, Morocco).
The Eastern Department had no direct contact with these coun-
tries, and the French Communist Party has not conducted suf-
ficient activity there. The colonies are of great importance to
France, and in France there are 700,000 workers who are
natives of these colonies.

In the course of the past year the Eastern Department in-
vited a number of representatives of the Communist parties in
the countries mentioned above (China, Japan, India, Egypt,
Palestine, etc.) to Moscow, with whom the principal questions of
activity in the Party were discussed. The most important ques-
tions were turned over to the Presidium (attitude of the
Japanese Communist Party to the organisations of workers’
and peasants’ party ; tactics of the Chinese Commumist Party
towards the Kuomintang; the Korean question; the Indian
movement, etc.), which arrived at decislons on these questions.

There will be avowed Communist organisations in the most
important Oriental and Colonial countries when the Fifth Con-
gress meets, which will be active under the leadership of the

E.C.C.I.
ProraGaNDA DEPARTMENT

The functions of the Propaganda Department is to furnish
the Labour Press with suitable articles dealing with the activity
of the Communist International, on the class struggle in the

various countries, on the Russian Revolution, and on important
concrete questions, for the purposes of propaganda. It has to
prepare books and brochures and make necessary proposals. A
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still more important function was the improvement of the agita-
tion, propaganda, and educational activity of the Communist
parties.

The activity of the Propaganda Department was very defec-
tive during the period under report, and it was able to fulfil
only a fraction of its program, mostly owing to the fact that the
comrades who were at the head of it were overburdened with
work. The re-organisation of the Propaganda Department for
the purpose cof attaining more effective activity is under way.

ORGANISATIONAL DEPARTMENT

The Organisational Department of the Executive Committee
of the Communist International was formed in December, 1923,
in accordance with a decision of the Presidium. The Organi-
sational Department assumed the task of introducing changes
into the organisational structure of the sections of the Com-
munist International, which had retained the organisational
forms suited to the peaceful development of the Second Inter-
national. It also did its utmost to facilitate the transiticn from
peaceful election-agitation and propaganda forms of crganisa-
tion to a more militant form of organisation capable of assum-
ing the leadership in the struggle for protetarian dictatorship and
of taking over power at the opportune moment.

In order to accomplish its task successfully the Organisational
Department of the Executive Committee of the Communist In-
ternational has :—

(1) Studied the work of organisational development and the
expeniences of the various sections of the Communist Inter-
naticnal, and especially the experiences of the Russian Com-
munist Party.

(2) Encouraged the systematic organisational work of the
sections, from the fundamental factory party nucleus to the
largest party organisation.

(8) Paid special attention to the illegal and semi-legal parties,
to work among soldiers, ete.

The question which mainly concerned the Organisation De-
partment during the past period was the organisation of factory
nuclei. Party organisations must be based on factory nuclei
and -not on groups, circles, or sections organised on a territorial
basis. All Party members must do active party work. These
thcughts were expressed in the resolution framed by the Organi-
sational Department, which was adopted by the Presidium of
the Executive Committee of the Communist International on
January 1, as well as in the instructions given to the represen-
tatives of the various sections who had come to Moscow, and
in the letters addressed to the various sections.

A very animated exchange of opinions took place in the
German Communist Party, which had considerable effect.
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Although even in Germany the reorganisation of the Party on
a factory nucleus basis is far from complete, considerable results
in this direction were achieved.

This cannot be said of the other countries. Nevertheless, a
move in that direction has been made in the largest European
parties (as for instance, in France, Czecho-Slovakia, Poland,
Bulgaria, Norway, not to mention other small countries). In
all these countries this question is discussed in the sessions of
the Central Committees, in the party Press, and at party con-
ferences,

In connection with this re-organisation of the party on a
factory nucleus basis, many mistakes are still committed in the
majority of countries. For instance, nuclei on a territorial basis
are maintained side by side with factory nuclei, the former re-
taining the leadership of the party. But the ball has been
set rolling, and it is obvious that the reorganisation on the
factory nuclei basis will proceed. Many sections of the Com-
munist International have recently shown much interest in this
question. At present the Organisational section receives a con-
siderable amount of material on this question from the various
sections, while at the beginning of its activities it received
hardly anything except from the German Communist Party.

In many sections of the Communist International a keener
interest is here shown on the question of the attitude of Com-
rade Lenin to the structure of the party. The Organisational
Department has, therefore, made arrangements for popularising
Comrade Lenin’s ideas on this question in all the sections.

Special attention was paid to the task of familiarising the
various sections of the Communist International with the
structure cf the Russian Communist Party, and especially with
the work of, its fundamental factory nuclei.

The department has also drawn up instructions for organising
Commaunist factions in non-party workers’ organisations, which
were endorsed by the presidium of the Executive Committee of
the Communist International. These instructions do not demand
a fundamental break with the organisational practices de-
veloped in the course of several decades, and the various
sections of the Communist International thus find it easy to
follow these instructions. But in some sections the fraction and
the nucleus are considered to be identical.

In general, the activities of the Organisational Department
are not developing as rapidly as they should. During the last
five months only eight committee meetings were held.

DEPARTMENT FOR INFORMATION AND STATISTICS.

The Department for Information and Statistics was formed
after the Fourth World Congress. The object of this depart-
ment is ‘‘ to provide the Executive with information on the
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activity and social structure of the parties adhering to the
Communist International, such information to be based as far
as thiy is possible on co-ordinated facts.’’

At first ' the department had to overcome considerable
difficulties within the comintern apparatus itself. The
problem arose of establishing an organisational connec-
tion between the departments which hitherto provided
information independently of each other (the library, the news-
paper section, and the archives), and the department for infor-
mation. This connection is not quite established as yet, but
the department for information is doing its utmost in that
direction, in order to establish a centralised information
service.

The second and far greater difficulty comes from the parties
themselves. All attempt to establish a regular service with the
various party secretariats for the supply of material and informa-
tion have utterly failed. Most of the parties have not even
answered the letters and questionnaires of the Department for
Information. It became evident ithat most parties are still
unable to appreciate the importance of statistical party and
trade union material even for their own political and propa-
gandist needs. How much more difficult is it for such parties to
understand the necessity of supplying the Executive of the
Communist International promptly and regularly with reliable
material.

During the last few months the Department for Information
was busy with compiling a central catalogue necessary for the
political work of the Executive. This catalogue is divided into
two parts : (1) catalogue of books and pamphlets (library); (2)
catalogue of newspapers and periodicals (party reports,
minutes, party statistics, etc.). Whereas the library catalogue
has already been in existence over two years, and is considered
to be one of the best library catalogues in Russia,
the cataloguing of the most important articles contained
in newspapers and periodicals was taken in hand only a few
months ago. The cataloguing of archive material could not be
undertaken because of absence of a properly-trained staff. But
this work is to be begun immediately after the Fifth Congress.

As far as the future of the Department for Information is
concerned, we can say that it. depends largely on the following
conditions :—

(1) Centralisation of all sections supplying political informa-
tion to the Executive under a uniform organisational control.

(2) In THE Various PARTIES : Appointment of a thoroughly
conscientious comrade capable of carrying on such work, whose
duty it will be to keep in close contact with the Department of
Information of the Executive, who will be responsible for sup-
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plying the material required by the Department for Information
and for compiling statistics.

(8) The possibility of organising the Department for Infour-
mation, and especially the archive and the central catalogue, on
an upv—to -date technical basis.

REPORTERS

In accordance with the decision of the Fourth Congress, the
Presidium appointed responsible reporters, one from each of the
most important countries, whose duty it is to compile the work
of the various sections for the Executive Committee of the Com-
munist International and its Presidium. As a rule these re-
porters were members of the Executive. In order to facilitate
the work of the reporters assistants were appointed who were
at the same time collaborators of the Department for Information
and Statistics, and were under the control of the reporters. It
was also the duty of the reporters and their assistants to provide
information to the various departments of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Communist International, as, for instance, the
Department for Agitation and Propaganda, the Budget Com-
mission, the Publication Commission, etc.

The number of reports placed before the Executive Com-
mittee of the Communist International by the reporters and their
assistants is as follows : —

Reports

The German reporter . 128

The French reporter ... 11

The Italian reporter ... 25

The Balkan reporter .. e 29

The reporter for Great Bntam and Brltlsh Co‘omes ..o 42
The reporter for South America (also for Spain and

Portugal) ... 338

8

The reporter for Nombh Amenca

The Scandinavian reporter .. 17
The reporter for Austria, Czecho S‘ovakla and Hungary 10
7

The reporter of the Eastern Section
In the period intervening between the Fourth and Fifth Con-
gresses, the following comrades acted as reporters :—

1. Germany, Holland, and Radek, Hérnle and subsequently

Switzerland. Com. Zetkin (as substitutes,
Morler and subsequently Eisen-
berger).

Czecho-S'ovakia Neurath, subsequently Com.
Zetkin.  (Substitutes : Eisen-
berger, Cicinksy, and Peluso.

2. Austria,
and Hungary.
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3. Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Pruchniak, and Kostcheva;
Esthonia, and Finland. specially for Finland, Kuusinen ;
for Latvia and Lithuania :

Mitzkevitch-Kapsukas.

4. Scandinavia and Iceland. Kobestky, subsequently
Kuusinen.

5. English speaking countries. MacManus, subsequently
Stewart and Amter. (Substi-
tute, in the beginning, Wallenius,

6. South America (with Spain Stirner. (For Span and Por-
and Portugal). tugal : Genari and Gramsci in
the beginning.)

7. Ttaly. - Gennari and Gramsci, subse-
quently Terracini (substitute :
Chiarini).

8. France, Belgium, Luxem- Scuvarine, Levy, and Dunois.

burg.

9. Balkan countries. Kalarovwv. (Substitutes :
Vuyovitz. Badulescu, and
Sapunov.)

10. Eastern Department. Katayama and Safarov.

INTERNATIONAL PRESS CORRESPONDENCE

Dusing the period under review the International Press Cor-
respondence became the best organ of information for the Com-
munist movement. It has a world circulation, and has become
an indispensable auxiliary of the technical staffs of all our
sections. For the illegal Communist Parties or for Parties which
have no daily organ, it is the ocnly source of information on the
development of the International movement.

“ Inprecorr >* has a German editicn which appears three times
a week and also a German weekly edition. In the French and
English languages it is published twice a week.

When last autumn the German bourgeoisie drove the German
Communist Party underground, ‘‘ Inprecorr > was also pro-
hibited. But barely three weeks later the publication appeared
again in Vienna.

Although *‘ Inprecorr’s services are invaluable, many
sections have as yet failed to give it the moral and material sup-
port which it well deserves. The decision of the Executive
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calling u'poh all sections to appoint responsible correspondents
for ‘“‘Inprecorr’” has not been carried out to any great
extent.

THE PrEss BUREAU.

The work of the Press Bureau consists in preparing for pub-
lication everything issued by the Executive Committee of the
Communist International through the publishing department of
the various parties.

The Bureau has a staff of translators, editors, correctors, and
typists, and fulfils work of translating, copying, etc., for its
Departments and other international organisations adhering to
the Comintern.

We give below a table showing the character of the work
accomplished by the Press Bureau in the period between
December 9, 1922, and May 1, 1924.

Translations ‘ Typing
No. of printed sheets : 1,666 No. of pages : 95,790
Translations according to languages :—

Per cent. of Translation Work Per cent. of Translation Work

Into Russian 31.9 From German 42.9
Into German 24.1 From Russian 86.3
Into English 28.2 From English 11.8
Into French 20.8 From French 5.3

From other Languages 8.7

100 100

The main difficulty in the work of the Press Bureau is
securing highly qualified, experienced translators having a
Marxian training.

THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

The organ of the Executive Committee of the Comintern is
published in four languages—Russian, German, English, and
French.  Since the Fourth Congress to April 10, 1924, six
volumes of the magazine have been published, 82 printed
sheets (in the size of the Russian publication) representing
Nos. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 1 (80-31), 2 (32). Nos. 8 and 4
(88-34) are being prepared for the Press.

During this period the magazine contained eleven articles on
general questions of the theory and practice of the international
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workers’ movement. The number of articles concerning the
various countries were as follows :—

,s» Bulgarian ,,

,» Norwegian ,,

,» Hastern sy eee

»» Finnish, Latvian, Lithuanian, and
Esthonian questicns ...

»» Australian questions

On German questions ... 18 articles
,» US.S.R., -, 9
sy British s 9
5, American vy 5 .,
2 French 12 4 ””
», Italian . 3
s» Polish . 3
3
2
7

-
M

Eleven articles and notices were dedicated to Lenin.

Sixteen articles and notices to the anniversary of the Com-
munist International. In addition, there appeared a number of
book reviews, articles, etc.

COMINTERN PUBLICATIONS

The publications of the Executive Committee in the Russian
language are issued through the Publication Department of the
Russian Party (°‘ Krasnaya Nov ”’). This Publication Depant-
ment publish literature on all questions on the international
Labour movement, which is very popular.

The German publishing department continues to do fruitful
work on a large scale, and is concentrating attention on extend-
ing its sale. In this it has the full support of the German Com-
munist Party. The publishing department continued its work
after the October events, in spite of the prohibition and confisca-
tion of Communist publications.

During the period of its existence (four and a-half years) the
Publishing Department issued about 230 books and pamphlets,
in addition to periedicals. It should be stated that the parties
of the German-speaking countries do not devote sufficient atten-
tion to disseminating literature.

Between November 1, 1922, and April 15, 1924, the Publish-
ing Department issued 61 books and pamphlets (total amount of
pages, 11,860; number of copies, 546,550. Twenty-five works
are in the press or in the course of preparation for the press
(total nuinber of pages, 7,200; approximate number of copies,
283,000).

The British publishing department, in addition to the
¢“ Communist International,”” which has a circulation of 2,500,
and is read in all English-speaking countries, has issued a num-
ber of pamphlets and leaflets, as well as the minutes and resolu-
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tions ¢f the Congress and of the Plenum. At present there are
in the press :(—

‘¢ Material on the Comintern Programme.”’

*“ Lessons of the German Events.”

““ Rise or Fall of Capitalism,” by E. Varga, and a number
of cther publications.

The French publishing department, which is not yet fully
organised, in addition to ‘° The Communist International >> and
official veports of the Congress and the Plenum, published a
number of works on the theory and practice of the internaticnal
movement.

Actrvity oF THE LENIN COMMISSION

Immediately after Lenin’s death, the Communist Inter-
paticnal set up an editorial commission, in order to publish
Lenin’s works in the German, French, and English languages,
and later into the other Western and Eastern languages, The
Cemmission is composed of Comrades Kamenev, Kalarov,
Krupskaya, Bela Kun, Kuusinen, Radek, and Varski.

Ax present the Commission is preparing three editions of
selected works of Lenin.

First of all, a large bound edition (about forty printed sheets)
of selected works of Lenin will be prepared. This volume is
intended particularly for such advanced Party members as have
attained a certain grasp of the Marxist teachings and of the
experience of the Labour and Revclutionary Movement. The
volume will be divided as follows :—

(1) Tasks of Sccial Democracy; this contains the most
characteristic writings of Lenin during the period prior to the
formation of the Russian Sccial Democratic Labour Party.

(2) Organisation of the Party and the fight against Oppor-
tunism; the preparation and development of Bolshevism at the
Second Congress of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party ;
this contains selected excerpts from two fundamental works of
Lenin which have appeared hitherto only in the Russian lan-
guage : “What is to be Done?” and ‘“One Step Forwards and
Two Steps Back.”

(8) Two tactics in the Revclution of 1905 : Lenin’s article
dealing with all the principal problems of the revolution of
1605, and particularly the questions on tactics and organisa-
tion ¢f the Revolution.

(4) Parliamentarism and the Tactics of the Bolsheviki:
ditected against Right liquidators and the Left Bolshevists,
written at the time of the retreat and the reaction.

(5) The Imperialist War 1914-1917 ; articles selected from the
volume of Lenin’s and Zinoviev’s joint work ‘‘Against the
Stream.”’
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(6) The Conquest of Power (February-October, 1917) : this
contains the articles which determined the bolshevist tactics
during this period.

(7) Dictatorship of the proletariat and the Communist Inter-
national ; articles and speeches on the policy of the Soviet State
and the Communist International.

The first volume 1s now being printed.

The other editions are being prepared for publication by the
Commission.  The first is a smaller Lenin volume which is in-
tended for the masses cutside the Communist International, or
for those Party members who have not yet attained the proper
grasp of the subject. It will consist of 16-17 printed sheets and
include not only separate articles or excerpts from Lenin’s
work, like the cne described above, but will be a sort of text-
bock of Lenin’s writings which will include everything neces-
sary for preparing Communist Party members for active party
work and {for the general task of educating the great working-
class masses with reference to the general and particular ques-
tions of the Communist Revolution and Bolshevism.

A five-vclume edition, also of Lenin’s selected works, is also
under preparation. The first three volumes contain his
writings on the strategical, tactical, and organisational prcb-
lems of the Russian Revolution and the International Labour
Mcvement (Second and Third Internationals). The fourth
volume contains his writings on Marxist theory, particularly
that pertaining to theoretical economices and philosophy.  The
fifth volume includes writings and speeches on the national and
political-colonial questions and those treating particularly of the
theory of the agrarian question, At present it is planned to
issue these volumes only in the German, French, and English
languages. The purpose of this volume is to furnish the basis
for a deeper study cof the Leninist teachings and to supply the
leading officials of the Communist Parties with a permanent
handbook.

Finally, a 400 page symposium on Lenin will be issued, which
will contain the best articles written about Lenin, and which
throw light on Lenin’s activity from all pcints of view—in a
word, a Handbook for Lenin Propaganda.

CoMMISSION FOR THE STUDY OF IFASCISM

In July, 1923, the Executive set up a Commission for the
tudy of Fascism, which was charged with the duty of gather-
ing material on Fascism (especially cn German Fascism), and to
furnish the Executive and the Sections information on Fascism.
The Commission will publish brochures on Fascism, which will
be prepared with the aid of the Sections. The Commission has
been izsuing the ‘“ Chronicle of Fascism >’ (since August, 1923),

118



which appeared twice a week in Berlin. It was transferred to
Vienna during the state of siege.

The Commission: has gathered copious material on Fascism ;
the ‘“‘Chronicle’” appears in 15,000 copies.

PROLETKINO

In February, 1928, the Russian Trade Unions and Labour
organisations, with the assistance of the Communist Inter-
national and the Red International of Labour Unions, started
an organisation for the development of proletarian moving
pictures. The task of Proletkino is to offer the workers pro-
letarian films in competition with the bourgeois films.

The Proletkino began its work on May 1, 1928. Since this
time it has made and distributed over thirty of its own films of
a total length 15,000 metres. The films treat with themes and
settings in the Red Army, in the factories, among the pro-
letarian youth, &c. In Soviet Russia they were quickly dis-
tributed and became very popular. Besides its own films,
Proletkino distributed various films of an educational and pro-
paganda nature. Up to March 1, 1924, Proletkino distributed
749 programmes with a total length of 985,000 metres. These
programmes find their way into the factories and workers’ clubs.
We furnished the various organisations with programmes as
follows : Textile workers, 136 programmes; railwaymen, 118;
metal workers, 86; the Red Army, 66; Russian Communist
Party, 41; Russian youth, 80, &c. :

Proletkino has set up branches in several of the large cities
of Soviet Russia, and travelling theatres in the provinces. In"
spring, 1924, the ‘‘Society for the Development of Proletarian
Cinematography’” was formed for the support of Proletkino. It
has assumed the task of encouraging workers’ cinematography,
and already has over 50,000 workers as members.

Prcletkino is now preparing several large proletarian films.

Connections abroad were not made until toward the end of
1924. Regular contact has been established only with America,
the Scandinavian countries, and China at present, and only
seven films have been sent abroad.” Correspondence has been
opened with other countries. We have received a great many
orders, which can be only incompletely filled on account of
scarcity of raw material and financial difficulties.

Proletkino has furnished the Communist press of the various
sections with approximately 2,000 photographs of Soviet
Russia. -

Our section will surely appreciate the value of Proletkino
and give it their support, for it offers them the opportunity of
competing with the bourgeoisie on a field where the latter has
always been sole master.
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THE BUDGET COMMISSION

The Budget Commission of the Executive Committee of.the
Communist International was elected by the Presidium, and is
under the direct control of the latter.

The main function of the Budget Commission consists in
dealing with the financial questions connected with the activi-
ties of the various Communist Parties.

The Budget Commission decides what portion of the member-
ship contributions the Communist Parties have to assign to the
Comintern, and distributes the amounts received among the
various parties for their most urgent needs (election campaigns,
publishing activities, central apparatus, &ec.).

The Budget Commission controls the finances for the activi-
ties of the various parties in order to ascertain whether the sums
allotted by the Budget Commission from the amounts contri-
buted by the various Communist parties were expended for the
purpose for which they were intended.

The work of the Budget Commission is under the control of a
special Commission elected at the Congress.

During the period under review, November 5, 1922, to May 9,
1924, the Budget Commission held thirty-four sessions. At
these sessions 172 questions were discussed, 129 of which (75 per
cent.) are concerned with the Comintern sections, and 43 (25 per
cent.) with Comintern institutions.

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS

The activities of this department comprise the organisation
and upkeep of relations with all the sections of the Communist
International, and to provide them with literature.

The Department of International Communications has a Sub-
Section for Literature. The work of the latter consists in
selecting and procuring publications appearing in the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics, which are of interest to the sections
of the Communist International which avail themselves of the
services of the department. On this field preference was given
to fundamental literature dealing with the internal and
economic policy of the Soviet Republic. The Department for
International Communications procures the works of Lenin,
Plekhanov, Zinoviev, Trotsky, &c., from the Sub-Section for
Literature, and sends them to the subscribers. It also supplies
the sections of the Communist International with light literature
reflecting the revolutionary movement,

The Sub-Section for Literature receives foreign publications
from abroad and distributes them on the exchange system
among the respective party and State publication departments.
It also sends them to the library and the respective departments
of the Executive Committee of the Communist International.
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The same applies to the publications of the Communist Inter-
naticnal appearing in the Soviet Union.

On an average, twenty-five to thirty Russian publications
and eight to ten foreign publications are distributed monthly.

The sub-section for literature procured nearly all the publica-
tions bearing on Comrade Lenin’s death and sent them to the
various sections of the Communist International.

TaE LIBRARY

The reference library of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International, which is at the disposal of Comintern
employees and delegates for their work, comprises about 14,000
volumes of which 11,750 are classified and catalogued (from
January 1, 1923, to May 1, 1924, 6,100 volumes). The books
are arranged on the Dewey decimal system, and visitors to the
library have the use of an alphabetical title and contents
catalogue.

A reading room is attached to the Ibrary and is open daily
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. In addition to books, there is a supply
of bound volumes of newspapers and sets of periodicals, in
various languages. From January 1, 1928, to May 1, 1924, 6,720
persons availed themselves of the library and reading room.

A newspaper archive is attached to the library, which supp.ies
the reporters and departments of the Executive Committee of
the Communist International with foreign papers and periodicals
from all countries. The newspaper archive receives about
seventy foreign and ten Russian newspapers, and fifty-three
foreign and twenty-three Russian periodicals, which are also
at the disposal of visitors to the library.

Books are mainly read in the library. They are lent only
in exceptional cases.

The library regularly obtains the most up-to-date publica-
tions {(useful for Comintern work) appearing on the Russian
and the foreign book markets.
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V.—STATISTICS ON THE ACTIVITY OF THE E.C.C.L.

The number of times questions affecting the respective sections were discussed is as follows +—
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Altogether the E.C.,
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EXECUTIVE ABROAD

During the period under review, the Executive sent 31
representatives or delegations to the sections, congresses, con-
ferences, &c. A total number of 65 comrades were delegated
to the following 22 sections : Germany, Russia, France, Italy,
Czecho-Slovakia, England, Norway, Bulgaria, Rumania, Juge-
Slavia, Greece, Holland, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Switzer-
land, Austria, Hungary, Poland, Spain, Portugal, and Korea.
In addition, representatives were sent to the conferences cof the
Balkan Federation and to the Frankfurt Conferences.

MANIFESTOES

The Executive issued the following manifestoes during the
period under review :—

December, 1922. The Amsterdam will again deliver you
defenceless to the beasts of war.

January, 1928. To all the workers. To the agricultural
workers.

January, 1923. For the united front. To all workers, peas-
ants, and soldiers against the war.

January, 1923. Open letter to the Londoners.  The Vienna
International and the Amsterdam Trade Union Inter-
national. Against the war. Against Fascism. To all
sections.

January, 1923. Fight against Italian Fascism.

January, 1928. Manifesto to the Party Congress of the Com-
munist Party of Austria, March 23, 1928.

January, 1928. To the workers and peasants of South America.

February, 1923. Executive Committee of the Communist Inter-
national to the Communist Party of Australia.

February, 1923. Protest against the persecutions of the revolu-
tionary workers and peasants in Europe.

February, 1928. The Fifth Anniversary of the Red Army.

March, 1928. To the fighting proletariat of Hungary.

March, 1928. International Women’s Day.

March, 1928. Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Russian Com-
munist Party.

March, 1928. Protest against sanguinary justice in India.

March, 1923. To the International Conference of Frankfurt-on-
the-Main.

March, 1928. To the I.LW.W. in Chicago.

March, 1928. To the Communist Party of Belgium.

March, 1923. Protests against the shameful law in Czecho-
Slovakia. ’

March, 1928. To the Chinese railwaymen.

April, 1928. The bloody events in Essen.
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April, 1928. Protest against the White Terror in Esthonia. (The
murder of Comrade Kreuks). . )

April, 1928. The First of May manifesto of the Communist
International. '

June, 1923. To the Bulgarian workers and peasants. Against
the Government of the White Coup d’Etat, for the Workers’
and Peasants’ Government, ‘

August, 1923. On the amalgamation of the II and II 1/2 Inter-
nationals.

August, 1928. Against the White Guard Regime in Finland.

August, 1928. The White Terror in Bulgaria. To the workers
of all countries. '

August, 1928. To the Communist Parties of all countries. The
Ninth International Youth Day.

August, 1928. Come to the support of the German proletariat.

September, 1928. To the workers and peasants of the Balkans,
to the peoples of the Balkans. For the Workers’ and Peas-
ants’ Government.

September, 1923. The treacherous attack of the Tzankov Gov-
ernment on the Bulgarian Communists.

October, 1923. To the workers of Japan and the workers of all
countries,

October, 1928. To the workers and peasants of Bulgaria. For
the Workers’ and Peasants’ Government in Bulgaria.

October, 1928. Protest against the conviction of Nikolau and
Mateau. '

October, 1928. To the anti-militarists of all countries.

October, 1923. To the workers’ and peasants’ revolutionary
organisations of the whole world, for solidarity with the
Bulgarian workers and peasants.

November, 1928. To the workers of all countries, on the events
in Cracow, barbarity in Ireland, and murder of political
opponents.

January, 1924. Remember Mateau and Nikolau.

January, 1924. Message from the Executive Committee of the
Communist International to the C.P.F.

January, 1924. To the proletarians of all countries—on the
death of Lenin.

February, 1924. To the British and International proletariat
The Labour Government of England.

February, 1924. To the Central Committee of all sections.
International Women’s Day.

February, 1924. To all Communist Parties. To all prole-
tarians. To all Colonial slaves. The Fifth Anniversary of
the Communist International. -

March, 1924. To the toiling masses in the Greek Republic.

March, 1924. March 18, International Red Aid Day.
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March, 1924. To the defence of the Bulgarian workers and
peasants,

March, 1924. To the Red Army soldiers and the Red Com-
manders. The Sixth Anniversary of the Red Army.

April, 1924. The First of May, 1924. Proletarians of all
countries.

April, 1924. To the toilers of the whole world. Protests against
the White Terror in Poland.

May, 1924. To the workers and peasants of Japan. Protests
against the Japanese militarists and landowners. For the
Workers’ and Peasants’ Government of Japan.

May, 1924. To the workers of Scandinavia. On the labour
struggles in Norway.
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