
































necessity owing to the critical position for engaging specialists
of the old school, and the calling up to military service of the
more advanced section of city workmen—all this led to the partial
revival of bureaucracy within the Soviet State.

The Russian Communist Party carrying on a resolute struggle
with bureaucracy suggests the following measures for overcoming
this evil :—

(1) Every member of the Soviet is obliged to perform a
certain duty in State administration.

(2) These duties must change in rotation, so as to gradually
embrace all branches of administrative work.

(8) All the working masses, without exception, must be
gradually induced to take part in the work of State administra-
tion,

The complete realisation of these measures will carry us in
advance of the Paris commune, and the simplification of the work
of administration, together with the raising of the level of culture
of the masses, will eventually lead to the abolition of the State.

NaTioNAL RELATIONS

9. The Russian Communist Party with reference tc the
national question is guided by the following theses :—

(1) The principal aim is to bring into closer connection the
proletarians and semi-proletarians of different nationalities for
the purpose of carrying on a general struggle for the overthrow
of the landlords and the bourgeoisie.

(2) In order to remove mistrust on the part of the working
masses of the oppressed countries towards the proletariat of those
States which formerly oppressed them, it is necessary to abolish
all privileges of any national group, to proclaim the fullest
equality of all nationalities, and to recognise the rights of colonies
and oppressed nations to separation.

(8) For the same purpose, as a temporary measure towards
achieving the unity of nations, the party suggests a federative
combination of all States organised on the Soviet basis.

The Russian Communist Party regards the question as to
which class expresses the desire of a nation for separation from an
historical class point of view, taking into consideration the level
of historic development of the nation, i.e., whether the nation is
passing from medievalism towards bourgecis democracy or from
bourgeois democracy towards Soviet or proletarian democracy,
&e.

In any case, particular care and attention must be exercised
by the proletarian of the oppressing nations towards the pre-
living national feelings of the working masses of the oppressed
nations, or naticns which are limited in their rights. Only by
such a policy is it possible to create favourable conditions for a
voluntary and real unity of different national elements of the
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international proletariat, as has been proved by the combination
of different national Soviet republics with Soviet Russia.

MILITARY AFFAIRS

10. The aims of the party with reference to military matters
can be expressed by the following fundamental theses :—

(1) In the period when imperialism is decaying and civil war
is spreading, it is possible neither to retain the old army nor to
construct a new one on a national and non-class basis. The Red
Army, as the instrument of the proletarian dictatorship, is com-
pelled to have an undisguised class character, i.e., its ranks
must be filled exclusively with proletarians and semi-proletarian
sections of the peasantry. Only with the abolition of classes
will this kind of army be transformed into a national sccialist
militia. :

(2) All proletarians and semi-proletarians must undergo a
course of military training. Military training must be introduced
into schools. )

(8) The work of military training and the education of the
Red Army is conducted on the basis of class solidarity and
socialist education.  Therefore, political-commissaries chosen
from devoted and trustworthy Communists are as necessary as
military officials, and Communist groups must be organised in all
sections of the army in order to establish class conscious
discipline and an intellectual link with the party.

(4) As a counter-balance to the old order of things in the
army, the following changes are necessary : shorter periods of
barrack training, barracks to be nearer to the type of military
and military-political schools, closer connection between military
formations and mills, factories, trade unions, and organisations
of the poorest peasantry.

(5) Only officers corps drawn at first from the lower ranks
and from amongst class-conscious workmen and peasants can
add the necessary organisation and stability to the young revolu-
tionary army. Therefore, one of the principal aims in the con-
struction of the army is the training of the most energetic and
capable soldiers devoted to the cause of Socialism to be able to
perform the duties of commanders.

(6) It is necessary to make use of and adopt on a wide scale
the practical and the technical experience of the last world war.
In connection with this it is necessary to attract mliitary special-
ists who have gone through the training of the old army for the
organisation of the army and for conducting military operations.
At the same time this attraction of military specialists must be
done on condition that political guidance and full control over
military officials is concentrated in the hands of the working
class.
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(7) The demand that the military command should be
elective had great significance with reference to the bourgeois
army where the military command were chosen and trained to
become an instrument of class oppression of soldiers, and
through them of the working masses. This demand has no
significance with reference to the Red Army composed of class-
conscious workmen and peasantry. The possibility of contriv-
ing the election and appointment of the military command of
the revoluticnary class-conscious Red Army is dictated exclu-
sively by practical consideration and depends upon the standard
of organisation attained, the degree of solidarity of the parts
of the army, and the effective force of the command, &ec.

JURISPRUDENCE

11. Proletarian democracy, taking power into its own hands
and finally abolishing the organs of domination of the bourgeoisie
—the former courts of justice—has replaced the formula of bour-
gecis democracy : ‘judges elected by the people,” by the class
watchword : ‘the judges must be elected from the working
masses and only by the working class.’

In order to induce the broad masses of the proletariat and
the peasantry to take part in the administration of justice, a
bench of jury-judges sitting in rotation under the guidance of a
permanent judge is introduced and various labour organisations
and trade unions must impanel their delegates.

The Soviet Government has replaced the former endless
series of courts of justice with their various grades by a very
simplified, uniform system of people’s courts accessible to the
population and devoid of useless delay.

The Soviet Government, abolishing all the laws of the over-
thrown Governments, commissioned the judges elected by the
Soviets to carry out the will of the proletariat in compliance with
its decrees and in cases of absence or incompleteness of decrees
to be guided by Socialist conscience.

Constructed on such a basis, the courts of justice have
already led to a fundamental alteration of the character of
punishment, introducing conditional verdicts on a wide scale,
applying public censure as a form of punishment, replacing
imprisonment by obligatory labour with the retention ‘of free-
dom, reformation in tribunals, institutions and applying the
principle of ‘Comrade Tribunals’ (tribunals selected from an
accused person’s fellow workers).

The Russian Communist Party, in order to assist the further
development of the courts of justice on these lines, will try its
utmost to induce all workmen without exception to perform
judicial duties and finally strive to substitute the system of
punishment by educational measures.
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Pusric EpucatioN

12. The Russian Communist Party in the sphere of education
considers its task to bring to fulfilment the work begun after the
October Revolution, 1917, which consists in transforming the
school from being the instrument of the domination of the bour-
geoisie into an instrument for the abolition of the class division
of society, into an instrument for a Communist regeneration of
society.

In the period of dictatorship of the proletariat, i.e., in the
period when conditions suitable for the realisation of Communism
are created, the school must be not only the conductor of Com-
munist principles, but become the conductor of intellectual,
organisational, and educational influences of the proletariat to
the semi-proletariat and non-proletariat sections of the working
masses, in crder to educate a generation capable of establishing
Ccmmunism. The immediate aim in this direction is at the
present time the further development of the following bhasis of
the school and educational work which was already established
by the Soviet Government.

(1) The introduction of free and compulsory general and
technical education (instruction in the theory and practice of the
principal branches of production) for all children of both sexes
up to the age of 17.

(2) The foundation of a system of pre-school institutions :
créches, kindergartens, homes, &c.  This would improve the
social development of women and assist their emancipation.

(8) Full realisation of principles of a uniform industrial
school with co-education for children of both sexes, free from
religious influence; a school where tuition is closely connected
with socially useful labour and which prepares accomplished
members of a Communist society.

(4) The supply of all pupils with food, clothes, boots, and
school appliances at the cost of the State.

(5) The preparation of a new class of teachers who are
imbued with the ideas of Communism.

(6) To induce the working masses to take an active part in
educational work (the development of ‘councils of public educa-
tion,” mobilisation of educated people, &c.).

(7) General State assistance of self-education and an intel-
lectual develepment of workers and peasants (creation of a
system of institutions for out of school education such as
libraries, adult schiols, people’s palaces, and wuniversities,
courses of lectures, cinemas, studies, &ec.).

(8) Spreading on a large scale of professional education for
persons from the age of 17 in connection with technical know-
ledge.

(9) To make all universities accessible to all desiring study,
particularly for the workman: to attract all people able to
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lecture to become instructors in these universities, to abolish
all artificial barriers standing in the way of young scientists
reaching professional chairs : financial support of students in
order to offer the proletarians and the peasants the fullest
opportunity to take advantage of the universities.

(10) To open and make accessible to the working classes all
the art treasures which were created by the exploitation of
their labour and which were formerly at the exclusive disposal
of the exploiters.

(11) To develop the propaganda of Communist ideas on a
wide scale and for that purpose of taking advantage of the
State means and apparatus.

RELIGION

18. With reference to religion, the Russian Communist Party
does not content itself with the already declared separation
of church from State, i.c., measures which are one of the items

of the programme of bourgeois democracy, which was, however,
never fulfilled owing to many and various ties binding capital
with religious propaganda.

The Russian Communist Party is guided by the conviction
that only the realisation of class conscious and systematic social
and economic activity of the masses will lead to the disappear-
ance of religious prejudices. The aim of the party is finally
to destroy the ties between the exploiting classes and organisa-
tions for religious propaganda, at the same time helping the
working class to actually liberate its mind from religious super-
stitions, and organising on a wide scale secular and anti-
theological propaganda. It is, however, necessary to carefully
avoid offending the religious susceptibilities of believers which
leads only to the strengthening of religious famaticism.

EcoNomMmics

14. (1) Undeviatingly to continue and finally to realise the ex-
propriation of the bourgeocisie which was begun and which has
already largely completed, the transforming of all means of pro-
duction and exchange into the property of the Sowviet Republic,
i.e., the common property of all the working masses.

(2) All possible increase of the productive forces of the
country must be considered the fundamental and principal points
upon which the economic policy of the Soviet Government is
based, in view of the disorganisation of the country, everything
in otheér spheres of life must be subjugated to the practical aim
immediately and at all costs to increase the quantity of products
required by the population. The productivity of labour in every
Soviet institution connected with public economy must be gauged
by the practical results in this direction.
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At the same time it is necessary in the first place to pay
attention to the following :—

(8) The decaying imperialist system of economy left to the
Soviet State an inheritance of chaos in the organisation and
management of production which hampered it in the first period
of construction. The more imperative therefore becomes the
fundamental task of concentrating all the economic activity of
the country according to a general State plan : the greatest con-
centration of production for the purpose of amalgamating it in
the most productive units, and for the purpose of rapidity in
carrying out economic achievements, the most efficient arrange-
ment of the productive apparatus and a rational and economical
utilisation of all material resources of the country.

It is necessary to extend economic co-operation and political
ties with other nations, and try at the same time to establish
a general economic plan with those which have already adopted
the Soviet system of construction.

(4) It is necessary to utilise petty and handicraft industry to
the widest extent by placing Government orders with handi-
craftsmen; to include handicraft and petty industry into the
general scheme of supplying raw materials and fuel, as well as
financial assistance on condition that individual handicraftsmen,
handicraft associations, productive coroperative societies and
small enterprises will amalgamate into large productive and in-
dustrial units; to encourage such amalgamations by offering
them econcmic privileges, which together with other measures
are aimed at defeating the aspirations of the handicraftsmen
to become small manufacturers and thus painlessly replace the
backward forms of production by a higher, large machine industry.

(5) The organising apparatus of socialised industry must first
of all rest upon the trade unions. The latter must free them-
selves from their narrow guild outlook and transform themselves
into large productive combinations, which will unite the majority,
and finally the whole of the workmen of a certain branch of
production.

Trade unions being already, according to the laws of the
Soviet Republic, and established by practice, participants in
all local and central apparatus managing industry, must actually
concentrate in their hands the management of the whole system
of public economy as an economic unit. The trade unions,
_thug securing an indissoluble union between the central
State administration, public system of economy, and the
masses of the workmen, must induce the latter to take
part in the immediate management of production. The partici-
pation of trade unions in the management of production and
the attraction by them of the working masses is, moreover,
the principal means to carry on a struggle against bureaucracy
in the economic apparatus of the Soviet and affords the
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opportunity of establishing a really democratic contrel over the
results of production.

(6) Maximum utilisation of all labour power existing in the
State, its regular distribution and re-distribution among various
territorial regions as well as amongst various branches of produc-
tion is necessary for the systematic development of public
economy and must be the :mmediate aim in the economic policy
of the Soviet Government. This aim can be attained in cloisest
co-operation with the trade unions. For the purpose of per-
forming ceirtain social duties, a general mobilisation of all those
capable of working must be carried cut by the Soviet Govern-
ment, aided by the trade unions cn a much wider scale and more
systematically than has been dene hitherto.

(7) Under circumstances of the complete disorganisation of
the capitalist system of labour, the productive forces of the
country can be restored and developed and a social system of
production strengthened only on the basis of the discipline of
workmen, maximum activity cn their part, responsibility and
stiictest mutual conticl over the productivity of labour.

Persistent systematic effort directed to the education of the
working masses is necessary to attain this aim. This work
is ncw made easier as the masses in reality see the abolition
of capitalists, landowners, and merchants, and from their own
experience draw the conclusion that the standard of their
prosperity depends entirely upon the productivity of their
labour.

The trade unions play the principal part in the work directed
to the establishment of a mew social discipline. The latter
severing with cld connections must put into practice and try
various measures, such as the establishment of control, establish-
ing standard of production, the introduction of responsibility of
the workmen before special labour tribunals, &c., for the
realisation of this aim.

(8) Moreover, for the development of the productive forces
the immediate wide and full utilisation of all specialists in science
and technique left to us by capitalism is necessary in spite of
the fact that the latter are imbued with bourgeois ideas and
habits. The party considers that the pericd of sharp struggle
with this section owing to organised sabotage on their part is
ended as the sabotage is subdued. The party in closest contact
with the trade unions will follow its former line of action, i.e.,
on one band will make no political concessions to this bourgeois
section and mercilessly suppress any counter-revolutionary
attempt on its part, and on the cther hand will carry on a
merciless struggle against the pseudo-radical, but in reality,
ignorant and conceited opinion that the working class can over-
come capitalism and the bourgecis order without the aid of
bourgeois specialists or taking advantage of their knowledge
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without passing together with them through a thorough schcoling
cf hard work.

While striving towards equal remuneration of labour and to
realise Communism, the Soviet Government does not regard the
immediate realisation of such equality possible at the moment,
when only the first steps are being taken towards replacing
capitalism by Communism. It is, therefore, necessary to
maintain a higher remuneration for specialists in order that they
should work not worse, but better than before and for that
purpose it is not wise to abolish the system of bonuses, for the
most successful, particularly for work cf orgamisation.

To the same degree, it is necessary to place the bourgeois
experts in comradely relations with general labour, working
hand in hand with the masses of average workers led by class
conscious Communists and thus to assist the mutual understand-
ing and unity between physical and intellectual workers formerly
separated by capitalism.

(9) The Scviet Government has already adopted a number of
measures directed to the development of science and for bringing
it into closer contact with production, viz., the creation of a
number cf new scientific institutions, laboratories, stations for
research purposes, experimental production in order to verify
new technical methods, improvements and inventions, taking
stock of and organising al!l scientific forces. The Russian
Cemmunist Party supporting all these measures, strives to attain
their further development and to create more favourable
conditions for scientific work in its connection with the increase
of the preductive forces of the country.

AGRICULTURE. RuUraL EcoNomy

15. The Soviet Government, realising the complete abolition
of private property in land, has already begun to carry out
a series of measures directed to the organisaticn of socialist
agriculture on a wide scale.  The principal measures are as
follows : 1. The establishment of Soviet farms, i.e., large
socialist economies. 2. Assistance to societies as well as friendly
asscciations for social land cultivation. 8. Organisation by the
state of the cultivation of all uncultivated land irrespective of to
whom it belongs. 4. State mobilisation of all agricultural forces
for the purpose of taking most energetic measures to increase
agricultural productivity. 5. The support of agricultural
communes as voluntary associations of agricultural labourers
for the purpcse of conducting a general system of economy on a
large scale.

The Russian Communist Party, considering all these measures
as the only way towards the absolutely indispensable increase
of productivity of agricultural labcur, strives to extend them to
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the more backward regions of the country, and as further steps
in this direction, the Russian Communist Party particularly
supports :—

(1) All possible encouragement by the State of agricultural
co-operative societies engaged in the production of agricultural
preduce.

(2) The introduction of a system of melioration on a wide
scale.

(8) The systematic supply on a wide scale of agricultural
implements through special hiring offices to the poorest and the
middle-class peasantry.

The Russian Communist Party, taking into consideration that
the petty system of agriculture will last for a considerable time
yet, strives to carry out a series ¢f measures directed to the
increase of productivity of agriculture. The measures are : 1. The
regulation of the exploitation of land by the peasants (abolition
of scattered fields, &c.). 2. The supply to the peasantry of
improved seeds and artificial manure. 8. The improvement of
the breed of cattle. 4. The spreading of agricultural science.
5. Agricultural aid to the peasantry. 6. The repair of peasants’
agricultural implements in Sowviet workshops. 7. The establish-
ment of hiring stores, experimental stations, exhibition fields,
&c. 8. The improvement of rural land.

16. The opposition between the town and the village is one
of the chief causes of economic and cultural backwardness of the
village. In periods of serious crisis such as the present, this
opposition places the town and village before the immediate
danger of degeneration and destruction. The Russian
Communist Party sees in the abolition of this opposition one of
the principal tasks of Communist construction, and amongst
other measures considers essential the systematic attraction of
industrial workmen to Communist construction in agriculture,
and greater activity on the part cf the already established
‘Workmen’s Co-operative Committee,” &ec.

17. The Russian Communist Party in its work in the village,
as formerly, looks for support to the proletarian. and semi-
proletarian section of it, and in the first place organises this
section into an independent force, creating party circles in the
village, organisations of the rural poor, special types of trade
unions of village proletarians and semi-proletarians, and so on,
bringing them into closer contact with the urban proletarians,
freeing them from the influence of the rural bourgeoisie and the
interests of small property holders.

The relation of the Russian Communist Party towards the
rural bourgeoisie is one of carrying on a resolute struggle against
their attempts at exploitation, and determination to suppress
their resistance to the Soviet policy.
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The policy of the Russian Communist Party with reference
to the middle-class peasantry consists in gradually and syste-
matically attracting it to the work of Socialistic construction. The
party’s aim is to separate this section from the rural bourgeoisie,
by giving consideration to its needs, to bring it over to the side of
the proletariat, to struggle against its backwardness by means of
education and by no means by suppression, in all cases where the
vital interests of this section are involved to come to an agreement
with it, and making concessions to it on questions referring to
methods of realising Socialist reorganisation.

DisTRIBUTION

18. In the sphere of distribution, the task of the Soviet
Government at the present time is undeviatingly to replace
private trade by a systematic distribution of products on a
national scale. The aim is to organise the population into a
uniform network of consumers’ communes which will be able
with the greatest rapidity, systematically, economically, and
with the least expenditure of labour to distribute all necessary.
produects, strictly centralising the apparatus for distribution.

The already existing general and workmen’s co-operative
societies, which is one of the largest organisations of consumers
and which the development of capitalism has made a most
proficient apparatus for distribution cn a large scale, will become
the basis of the communes of consumers.

The Russian Communist Party, considering more correct on
principle the further development of the Communist co-operative
apparatus and not its abolition, must systematically continue its
policy : to make the work in co-operative societies obligatory
for all members of the party, to conduct them with the aid of
trade unions on a Communist basis, to develop amongst the
workers in co-operative societies initiative and discipline, to strive
towards securing that the whole population belong to co-operative
sccieties, combined into one co-operative embracing all Soviet
Russia, and finally—and most essentially——to securing that the
influence of the proletariat on other sections of the working class
should always prevail, and the introduction of measures
facilitating and realising the transformation of petty bourgeois
co-operatives of the old capitalist type into communes of con-
sumers conducted by the proletariat and semi-proletariat.

FiNaNcE AND BANKING

19. The Russian Soviet Government, avoiding a repetition
of the mistake of the Paris commune, immediately expropriated
the State Bank, then proceeded to the nationalisation of private
and ccmmercial banks, State Treasury, and State Bamk, thus
laying the foundation of a uniform national bank of Soviet
Russia and transforming the banks from an instrument of
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economic domination of financial capital into an organ of power
of the workers and a lever of economic revolution. The Russian
Ccmmunist Party, considering its aim to be the final accomplish-
ment of the work begun by the Soviet Government, regards the
following principles as paramount :—

(1) The moncpolisation of all banking by the Soviet State.

(2) A complete alteration and simplification of bank transac-
tions by transforming the banks into an apparatus for uniform
account and general bock-keeping of Soviet Russia. The
organisation ¢f a systematic public economy will lead to the
abolition of the bank and to the transformation of it into a
central book-keeping department of the Communist society.

20. In the first period of transition of capitalism to
Communism, while Communist production and distribution of
products is not yet organised, it is impossible to abolish money.
Under such conditions, the bourgeois 'sections of society are able
to utilise money which still remains private property for the
purpose of speculation, profiteering, and robbery of the working
classes. The Russian Communist Party strives towards the
adoption of a series of measures which will render it possible to
carry on operations without the aid of money on a wider field,
and which will lead to the abolition of money; compulsory
depositing of money in the public bank; the introduction of
budget books ; the replacing of money by cheques; short term
tickets for procuring products, and so on.

" TAXATION

21. In the pericd commencing with the socialisation of the
means of production expropriated from the capitalists, the State
ceases to be a parasite apparatus ruling the process of produc-
tion : it becomes transformed into an organisation performing
the functions of administrating the economic system of the
" country and to that extent the State Budget becomes the Budget
of public econcmy as a whole.

Under such circumstances the balancing of State revenues
and expenditure can be realised on the condition that State
production and distribution of products is arranged in the most
efficient manner. The Russian Communist Party, with reference
to the covering of immediate State expenditure in the period
of transition, defends the transition from the system of levies
imposed on the capitalists as being historically necessary and
legal in the period of social-revolution to the progressive income
and property tax. In as much as this tax becomes obsolete,
owing to the general expropriation of the propertied class,
State expenditure must be met by the direct conversion of a
part of the income derived from the various State monopolies
into State revenue.
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Howusine

22. The Soviet Government, in trying to solve the housing
problem particularly sharpened during the war, has expropriated
completely all the houses of landlord capitalists and handed
them over to the municipal Soviets; has removed a number of
workmen from the suburbs into bourgecis houses, handed over
the best houses to the workmen’s organisations, undertaking the
maintenance of these at the cost of the State; and has arranged
for the supply of furniture to workmen’s families,

The aim of the Russian Communist Party is to exert the
greatest efforts for the improving of the housing conditions of the
werking masses; the abnlition of overcrowding into insanitary
quarters ; the abolition ¢f improper houses, the rebuilding of old
houses, and the building of new ones which will be in conformity
with the new ccnditions of life of the working masses.

PROTECTION OF LABOUR AND SOCIALL MAINTENANCE

28. The establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat for
the first time created the opportunity enabling the minimum
programme of all Sccialist parties in the sphere of the protection
of lakour to be completely realised.

The Scviet Government, by legislative enactment, has
introduced the ‘Code of Labour Laws,” has ratified as a
maximum an eight hcours’ day for all workmen. For persons
under eighteen and those working in unhealthy branches of
prcduction, and for mimers, six hours a day. All workmen
get forty-two hours uninterrupted rest every week ; the prohibi-
tion of continuous overtime; the prohibition of employment
of young persons under sixteen, the prohibition of employment
of night work, particularly in harmful branches of production,
for all women and males under eighteen; the exemption from
vork of pregrant women eight weeks before and eight weeks
after confinement with the maintenance of full wages together
with free medical assistance and medicine. All nursing women
are permitted not less than half an hour every three hours for .
nursing their babies, and all nursing mothers receive supple-
mentary subsidies ; factory and sanitary inspectors are elected
by the trade union councils.

The Soviet Government by legislative enactment has intro-
duced complete social maintenance of all workmen not exploit-
ing the labour of others in case of their losing capacity for
work, and for the first time in the world introduced insurance
unemployment of workmen at the cost of employers and of
the State, granting complete autocnomy to those who are main-
tained with the participation of trade unions.

Moreover, the Soviet Government in some respects has gone
further than the minimum programme and laid down in the
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same ‘Code of Labour Laws’ the participation of the workmen’s
crganisations in the discussion of questions referring to the
hiring and discharging of workmen; a month’s holiday for all
workmen who worked continually for not less than a year with
the maintenance of wages; the State regulation of wages
accord'ng to rates worked ocut by trade unions; the duty of
certain organs such as the Soviet and trade union departments
for the distribution and regulation of labour power in order
to provide work for unemployed workmen.

The extreme destruction caused by the war and the pressure
of world imperialism have compelled the Soviet Government
to depart from the code in the following instances : to allow over-
time in exclusive cases, but not exceeding fifty days in the
course of one year; to permit youths between fourteen and six-
teen to work, but the length of their working day not to exceed
four hours; temporarily to reduce holidays from a month to
a fortnight; to increase the hours of night work to seven.

The Russian Communist Party must carry on propaganda
for the participation of all workmen in the realisation of all
these measures for the protection of labour, for which purpose
it is necessary :— .

(1) Toi make the work of organisation and extension of
labour inspection more intensive by choosing and preparing
for that purpose active workers from amongst the workmen
and to extend inspection to small and home industry.

(2) To finally abolish boy and girl labour, and further to
decrease the working hours for young persoms.

Besides that, the Russian Communist Party’s task is to
establish :—

(1) With the general increase of productivity of labour
the six hours working day as a maximum without reduction of
wages, but on condition that all workers must devote two
hours overtime without pay to the study of the theory of trade
and industry, to practical training for State administration
and military drill.

" (2) The introduction of the premium bonus system for the
encouragement and increase of labour productivity.

The Russian Communist Party in the sphere of social main-
tenance strives to organise on a large scale the State support
not cnly of the war vietims and victims of various catastrophies,
but the victims of abnormal social relations. The Party also
conduets a struggle against parasitism and idleness.

ProtecTiION OF PuUBLIC HEALTH

24. The task of the Russian Communist Party as the starting
point in its work for protection of public health, considers
the realisation of sanitary measures on a large scale for the
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purpose of preventing the spreading of disease. The dictator-
ship has already created the opportunity for carrying out a
series of measures, the realisation of which was out of the question
in bourgeois society : the nationalisation of drug stores, large
private medical institutions, health resorts, compulsory work
for all medical men and women, and so on.
In conformity with the above the Russian Communist Party
considers its immediate task :—
(1) To carry out in the interests of the working masses
sanitary measures on a large scale, such as :—
(a) Sanitation of inhabited places (guarding of soil, water,
and air).
(b) Setting up communal feeding on a scientific and
hygienic basis,
(¢) The organisation of measures preventing the develop-
ment and spreading of infectious diseases.
(d) The introduction of sanitary legislation.
(2) The struggle with social diseases (consumption, venereal
diseases, alcoholism, &c.).
(8) To make free and qualified medical assistance and
medicine accessible to all.”
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The Programme of the

Communist Party of Germany

(Section of the Communist International)

AN OUTLINE

HE Central Committee of the E.P.D. herewith submit for

discussion by the Party comrades the outline of a pro-

gramme of the E.P.D. This outline will be submitted
firstly to the meeting of the Central Committee on October 14
and 15, secondly to the Fourth Congress of the Communist
International, and finally to the German Party Conference,
which will probably be held at the beginning of January

On the eve of the flood of bourgeocis revolutions, Communism
sounded its mighty call to battle to the proletarians of all
countries. Boldly and menacingly it announced the inevitable
downfall of the capitalist social crder.

It saw the future grave-diggers of capitalism arise within
bourgeois society itself : the working class, which as a result
of the oppression and exploitation of the capitalists was steadily
growing and was becoming a united and well trained body.

After the first revolutionary convulsions the capitalist world
order had a remarkable recovery.

To-day, however, the historic prophecy of Communism is
being fulfilled, and the death sentence which it pronounced on the
old world order is about to be carried out.

The capitalist world is in its death throes. The hour of its
destruction has struck. At last the age long struggle of the
oppressed and exploited masses for emancipation is approaching
its end.

The proletariat of to-day is bringing to an issue the struggle
of the slaves against the slave holders of the medieval serfs
against the feudal landowners of the agrarian village communes
against the eastern despots.

By breaking the chains of wage slavery, the proletariat
puts an end to the exploitation and the oppression of man
by man.

A few thousand of the more advanced proletarians in some
countries of Central and Western Europe were the first to rally
around the banner of Communism. Seventy-five years of
existence have promoted Communism to a world power.

Millions of proletarians and of poor peasants in all countries
and on all continents, of all nationalities and races, are following
the banner of Communism.

The June rising of the Paris proletariat in 1848 and the
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gloriows Paris commune of 1871 were drowned by the bourgeoisie
in streams of bloed.

To-day the banrer of Communism is floating victoriously
over a territery comprising a sixth part of the globe.

Communism has entered the sphere of the great power and
it has overcome all resistance by armed force.

Communism is not any longer in the dim and distant future.

It is an accomplished fact.

Its reign has already begun.

CHAPTER 1.

THE RISE AND FALL OF CAPITALISM

I. TaE PERIOD OF IMPERIALISM

1. Towards the end of the nineteenth century capitalism
entered into a new phase. This was the beginning of imperialism.
In the dim and smoke of colonial wars which broke out in
America, Asia, and finally also in Europe itself, capitalism grew
to a gigantic size. The paleclithic hunting and fishing tribes
of New Guinea, and patriarchal pastoral tribes of Africa, the
most ancient cultural dominions of Asia, in fact the whole
world, was opened up by capitalism, and in the course of one
generation was put more or less under its dominion. The
colonial conquests of capitalism during the period (from
1884-1914) exceed in magnitude the achievements of the pre-
ceding four hundred years. Boundless prospects were opened
up before capitalism. Its politicians, writers, artists, and
philosophers depicted the greatness cof capitalist domination in
glowing colours. The glamour of imperialism intoxicated not
only the big bourgeoisie but also the petty bourgeoisie,
the Dbourgeois intellectuals and even a section of the
working class. However, the turning point and the descent
began before the highest summit was reached. A period of
national risings and bourgeois revolutions has set in in the
patriarchal and semi-feudal peasant countries of the East in which
European capitalism had begun to get a fcoting (Turkey, Persia,
China, &e.). Finally, the conflagration of the colonial wars had
its repercussion in the European mother countries. Three Ba'kan
wars followed each cther, only to break out into the general
world conflagration—the world war which drew into its orbit
almost the entire world. The downfall of the occident, viz.,
of the Eurcpean capitalism, is drawing near.

2. In the imperialist epoch free competition in the chief in-
dustries, in banking, in commerce, and in transport was sub-
stituted by the capitalist monopolist system, and the individual
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capitalists by the capitalist combines (syndicates, cartels, and
trusts). Whole branches of industry are combined into a few
or into one capitalist combine. Several branches of industry
and several industries of a similar character are amalgamated and
dominate the whole industry. In the chief capitalist countries
the struggle of the individual capitalists among themselves and
against the small industries is superseded by the struggle of the
capitalist. combine against the individual capitalists and by that
of the capitalist combines among each other. The competition
thus engendered results in amalgamations : cartels, associations,
and fusions only to break out subsequently on a larger scale
and to end finally in the formation of gigantic momnopolies.
Monopoly leads to competition between trusts and the com-
petition leads to an enlarged monopoly. The monopoly com-
bines do nct stop short at frontiers. They extend into inter-
national combines which are, however, again interfered with by
the struggles for power of the national combines which make use
of the State Power in order to settle their mivalries. Bank
capital is alto being concentrated into fewer hands, which
facilitates the formation of gigantic banks. Bank capital is
obtaining a footing in the monopolised- industries, and partici-
pates in their control and management. On the other hand,
industrial capital is obtaining a footing in the banking business.
This results in the increasing concentration of industrial and
bank capital, their transformation into finance capital and in the
domination of the economic life of large industrial States by a
small number of the closely connected groups of monopolists.
A few hundred bank and trust kings are ruling over the economic
life of the world.

Under monopolist capitalism free trade is superseded by
high protective tariffs. The high protective tariffs become a
specific means for the highly developed capitalist States to
secure monopolist excess profits, and to render more difficult or
to entirely destroy the competition of imperialist rivals in the
colonial countries.

The preceding capitalist period organised production in single
factories and in single branches of industry. The imperialist-
monopoiist method has put a number of factories of a similar
type, whole branches of industries and whole industries, under a
uniform and systematic management. In times of crisis, when
its existence is at stake, capitalism within great States sometimes
temporarily puts the entire industry, commerce, the transport
system and banking (within certain limits) under a single
management. The imperialist epoch has greatly hastened the
socialisation of the process of production. Thanks to these, world
markets and world economy which were formerly mere
tendencies have become a reality.
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Moreover, it has immensely widened and enriched the social
forces of production. Systematic research and inventions are
no longer restricted to a few inventors, but are the concern
of State research departments and of the large industrial com-
bines of important scientific discoveries and technical inventions,
and a rapid mutual improvement and furthering cof both.
Electricity has begun its victorious career, and oil and
electricity have revolutionised industry and transport. Dirigible
airships, aeroplanes, submarines, wireless telegraphy and tele-
phony have reduced distances to nothing, have increased speed,
and the circumstances of world intercourse and of entire social
life. The steam and water turbines, the petrol motors and the
electrical power have revolutionised the cld methods of pro-
ducing energy, and have created hitherto undreamt of possibilities
of carrying it over wide distances and of distributing it from
a few centres. Chemistry has displaced the old vegetable dyeing
materials, and the chemical preparation of nitrates and other
artificial manures has created new possibilities for the expansion
of agriculture. Applied biology has discovered new methods
for plant and animal breeding. The worker in the modern
industries compelled to follow in the wake of the technical revo-
lution has become a Proteus, and has soon learnt to adapt him-
self to new surroundings and new methods of work. While
less is demanded of his physical strength, more is demanded of
his intelligence and his technical knowledge.  The technical
revolution is continually depreciating the technical knowledge
of the workers, but at the same time it increases their versatility
and their self reliance. It reduced the mumber of thighfly
specialised experts to a minimum while it increases the mobility
and the adaptability of the semi-skilled workers.

Monopolist capitalism does not develop agriculture at the
same rate as the industries. However, a continuous industrial-
isation of the big agricultural concerns and their direct linking
up with the industry is taking place. Agriculture, hampered
as it is by land monopoly and by small peasant proprietorship,
cannot keep pace with the rapid and impetuous expansion of
industry.  The epoch of imperialism is producing a growing
disproportion between industry and agriculture.

3. The productive forces, newly created during the period
of one generation, greatly transcend the achievements of previous
centuriess.

These gigantic productive forces are not produced by capital-
ism for their own sake. They are the unintentional result of the
inevitable means employed by capitalism for increasing its profits,
and are an inseparable adjunct of the growth of capitalism.
This growth in all its phases is bound up with the necessity
of acquiring new marks and of adding non-capitalist regions to
its possessions. Inherent conditions are continually inducive to
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conquer new markets, to open up new sources of raw materials
and to absorb within itself her labour power from all parts of the
world. The enormous growth of capitalist productive forces
during the imperialist epoch and their monopolist amalgamation
were possible only as a resuit of the continuous incorporation of
new regions, colonies, and semi-colonies, and owing to the export
of goods and capital. In its rapid progress throughout the
woild capitalism has not only roused new and hitherto slumbering
forces, opened up new sources of raw materials, enlisted new
human masses into its labour army and carried capitalist means
of producticn into new regions, but it has also destroyed by brute
force entire populations, wiped out whole races, has reduced
millicns of coloured people to the lowest level of existence and
slavery. In fact it acted in a relentless and predatory fashion
wherever it set foot, it has destroyed everywhere the ancient
self-supporting village communes, has robbed them of their
land by methods of viclence or through heavy taxation. By
appropriating the wealth of their soil, it has destroyed their
primitive home industries, and it has made the members of
these communes an easy prey for its exploitation. After
undermining these primitive communes, imperialism with the
aid of its naval guns and its colonial armies forced them to
open their frontiers for ‘its’’ goods.

It has destroyed the small peasant farms, the American and
Transvaal farmers, the Australian squatters, and the farmers
in the colonial countries, partly by means of great economic
pressure and partly by brute force. It has occupied their lands
and has reduced them to political and economic slavery.

After dissolving the self-supporting communes and the
patriarchal peasant farms, imperialism introduced into the
colonial countries the capitalist industries. Thus with its own
hand it executed rivals for itself. By developing industry in the
colonies the capitalist economic system is narrowing the field
of its further existence and is rendering competition more acute
owing to the shrinkage of the non-capitalist markets to an
extent that renders them incapable of absorbing the products of
the growing productive forces.

The highest expansion of capitalism constitutes at the same
time the highest expansion of the exploitation and enslavement
of the working masses of the home countries as well as of the
colonial and semi-colonial countries, which in its turn heightens
the contradict’on and antagonisms within the capitalist world
order and causes the periodical, social, political and economic
crises and catastrophies.

4. Monopolist capitalism has abolished laisser-faire and
anarchy in the various branches of industry only to create worse
anarchy and more intense competition. The systematic manage-
ment of the various trusts, cartels and syndicates is met by the
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capitalist anarchic competition within the various States and
within the world market. During the epoch of imperialism the
werld markets had become the arena for the cont.nuous differ-
ences, tensions and struggies between the -capitalist groups
belonging to the various States. Under monopolist development
the price paid for the concentration of production within the
limits of certain branches or groups of industry is—curtailment
of production and the retarding of technical progress.  The
capitalist monopoly has brought down its home rival with the
weapons of technical progress and low prices, it frequently
begins to hamper technical progress, and endeavours to increase
its total profits not by increased production, but by obtaining
monopolist profits at the expense of the cther industries. The
capitalist exploitation of colonies and semi-colonies by a few
countries is accompanied by the transformation of industrial
capital into financial and usurers’ capita!, and by the transform-
ation of the industrial capitalists themselves into idle rentiers
and parasites.

5. Monopolist capitalism, by concentrating the management
of entire States in the hands of a few capitalist combines and by
restricting capitalist competition, has become the all-powerful,
brutal, and relentless opponent of the working class as a whole.
It has rendered the exploitation of the wide proletarian masses
and of the small bourgeoisie more acute by adding to the ex-
ploitation in the factories an even more acute exploitation in
the world market. It has increased military expenditure to the
utmost, thus putting heavy burdens on the shoulders cf the
working class, of the peasantry, the artisans and small and midd’e
bourgeoisie. It has intensified the process of proletarianisation
of the professional and commercial intellectuals. It has widened
the gulf between the backward small industries and the we!ll
equipped big industries. Thus it has brought into being a middle
section of society consisting of small capitalists, artisans, small
peasants, small rentiers, and traders which is economically ruined
and s vacillating between reaction and revolution. Indignation
and resistance against the increasing oppression and the ever
present menace of war are growing within the working class
which monopolist capitalism is herding together in gigantic in-
dustrial undertakings and in mammoth industrial cities, while
increasingly powerful woerkers’ organisations are rising up to
oppose the organisations cf the capitalists. The isolated strike is
beginning to lose its efficiency. In the face of the gigantic
development of capitalism, the class struggle is making use of a
more powerful weapon : the economic and political mass strike
which brings whole industries and whole industrial districts into
the fray. At the same time monopolist capitalism has
corrupted some sections of the intellectuals, of the petty
bourgeoisie, and even some members of the working class by
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allowing them a share in the momnopolist profits. Imperialism
does not only proletarianise the wide masses of the toilers, it
also corrupts the upper strata of the working class. A section
of the working class, of the intellectuals and of the petty-
bourgeoisie participates in the general predatory policy of
capitalism.  This state of corruption enabled imperialism to
establish a sham democracy. Colonial expansion and competition
in armaments, protective tariffs and excessive taxation are im-
possible without the active support or at least the acquiescence
of the middle classes and also of some sections of the proletariat.
Monopolist capitalism needs ‘‘law and order’’ at home. With the
assistance of the corrupted section of the proletariat and lower
middle class and by means of small gifts, harmless reforms, and
sham democcratic right, it has succeeded in harnessing the wide
masses to its chariot, in exploiting them to the utmost, and in
driving them to the battlefields to which they went unresistingly,
nay, even with ‘“‘enthusiasm.’” This imperialist ‘““democracy”’
is the most refined form of mass domination, for under the mask
of freedom it completely enslaved the masses and systematically
uses the watchword ‘‘the will of the people’ against the people.
Monopolist capitalism dominates the State apparatus by shelter-
ing discreetly behind the backs of ‘“‘democracy’’ and get into its
hands quietly and almost imperceptibly all the institutions of
the bourgeois State. It turns the bourgeois State itself into an
instrument for the achievement of its aims at home (the exploited
working masses) and abroad (competition against cther imperial-
ist States and the exploitation of the population of the colonial
countries). It brings under its sway the parliaments, the
bureaucracy, the diplcmats, the press, the schools, the pulpit,
and literature. It gives short shrift to old Free Trade Liberalism.
It permeates the spheres of the State and of society with the
spirit of violence. It enlists the widest possible masses of the
people (from the earliest youth) for the navies and huge armies
with which it makes its conquests and competes against im-
perialist rivals.

6. Finally, the States which are ruled by monopolist
capitalism met in a powerful collision. They engaged in a life
and death struggle over the division of spheres of exploitation,
of eclonial and semi-colonial countries, and for supremacy.

In the midst of the great world conflagration the imperialist
groups endeavoured to reconcile their inherent contradictions,
to widen their frontiers at the expense of their rivals, to exploit
the productive forces to the utmost, to put the rebellious masses
again into chains, and to postpone the approaching proletarian
revolution.

II. Tue WorLp War

7. The world war has destroyed on a large scale the means of
production and has slaughtered millions of workers, the flower
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of the working class. The war was the greatest economic crisis
which the world has ever seen. Everywhere the wide masses
of the people were exploited to the utmost. The destructive
work of the war in itself became a colossal field of exploitation
for capitalism. The war compelled the bourgeoisie in some
Stateis to introduce a minimum of State regulation of capitalist
anarchy.  Thus it will be seen that at the moment when a
supreme effort is required, capitalism must stay the progress of
its own anarchy. The war, especially in the blockaded countries
of Central Europe, brought the differences between the industries
and the agriculture more proncunced. In most of the belligerent
countries the production of the necessaries of life lagged far
behind the enormous unproductive needs cf the armies and of the
civil population. It led temporarily and locally to the introduc-
tion of the system of barter. The vural districts enriched them-
selves at the expense of the towns, and the big landowners and
rich peasants enriched themselves to a comparatively larger
extent than the middle and small peasants. In the districts
experiencing a shortage of the necessaries of life, the State ration-
ing and regulation of prices affected only a small portion of
agricultural products.  The greater the shortage the more un-
scrupulous were the infringements of the State regulation of the
distribution of food. = Food prices on the ‘“‘free market’ rose
encrmously. The rise in the profits of the capitalist monopolists
brought with it a rise in the prices of the ever decreasing food
stuffs. = Moreover, as the share which the propertied classes
appropriated for themselves became larger, the share of the
working class began to dwindle.

In the blockaded countries of Central and Eastern Europe
the war led to a reckless explolitation of the railways, the
factories, and of the mining apparatus. The same disregard was
shown for human labour power. Women, children, and o'd men,
were kept on hunger rations and were at the same time made
to perform heavy work. The barriers which the working class
had succeeded in erecting to protect itself from predatory
capitalism were torn down one by one : the factory laws were
gradually repealed. The same predatory tactics were brought
into play in a number of neutral States. On the other hand,
in some of the West European countries, and especially in the
U.S.A., factories, machinery, mines and means of transport
were greatly developed and extended.

Owing to the disparity between supply and demand on the
world market, and the growing scarcity of goods, and also owing
to the enormous demand for war material which had to be pro-
duced at any price and with the least possible delay, there came
into being an ever-growing parasitical capitalist class which acted
as an intermediary between the industrial and agricultural pro-
ducers and the consumer, either the State or the individual. This
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is the class of the ‘‘war profiteers’> and of the ‘‘nouveaux
riches.””> On the other hand, the war has ruined a large number
of petty-bourgeo’s and small capitalist elements—the ‘‘new
poor.” A savage crowd cf blood suckers battened on the wide
masses of workers and peasants who laid down their lives at
the front for capitalism, and on the men, women, children, and
aged people who worked behind the front supplying it with
food-stuffs. This form cf pillaging was inadequately restricted
and masked by the compulsory State regulations.

The general economic deterioration manifested itself in the
depreciation of clemency. The State absorbed all the available
capital in the form of war loans. It drew all the savings of all
employees, peasants, and small artisans. It even took part of
the wages and put them at the disposal of the war industries.
It made some attempts to get out of its difficulties by increased
taxation. But this was cf no avail. A number of States issued
credit notes on a large scale—fictitious. Gold, real money sold,
was withdrawn fiom home circulation almost in all the States.

Owing to the actual destiuction of values through the war
(be it directly thicugh the wear and tear of guns, rifles,
ammunition, &c., and through the devastation of large tracts
of land, industrial districts, towns, villages, &c., or indirectly
through the unproductive consumption of the armed forces),
the chief part of the fictitious capital the home and foreign
Naticnal Debt grew seriously. Under capitalist conditions
wealth is not destroyed by war. It is turned into national debt,
into State indebtedness to the capitalists, which means that the
latter can draw on the crippled remains of the productive forces.
Dead capital takes possession of the surviving capital.

8. In its home lands capita'ism pressed khe entire adult
pic'etariat and peasantry into the armed forces. The former
standing army isolated from the masses gave way to the citizen
army. Everywhere the war caused the formation of a militia
in which, as a characteristic of capitalist ideology, the wide
masses are subordinated to the officer caste which springs from
the ruling classes of society. In the armies of the world war, class
differences were especially marked. On the one hand there was
the contrast between cfficers and men, between those at the front
and thcse at the rear, between the luxurious living and privileges
of some and the brutalisation, degradation, and privation of
cthers. The shameless exploitation of the masses by the war
profiteers and the slackers behind the front was supplemented
and even enhanced by the abominable exploitation of the common
soldiers by the junker—and the capitalist officers in the army
itself. The war, by compelling the ruling classes to arm wide
masses of workers and poor peasants and to depend on them for
its final issue, has awakened the class consciousness of the latter.
Brutalisation and hopelessness within the army broke the iron
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bond of military discipline. The armed masses rose in open
rebellion and the conscript armies broke up from within.

During the course of the war, war technique was revolu-
tionised. Enormous numbers of guns were brought into play.
Their range, calibre, and explosive capacity, were raised to
an almost fantastic extent. Drum-fire lasting hours, nay days,
hurled a hurricane of shells to a distance of hundreds of kilo-
metres. The soldiers buried themselves into the earth like
moles. Mine throwers of all kinds sent the trenches, together
with their human inhabitants, flying into the air. Ordinary rifle
fire was gradually displaced by machine-gun fire, which mowed
down large sections of men. Machine guns, quick-firing guns,
and armoured cars, culminated in the almost invulnerable tank
which could be even driven over shell holes. War conquered
the air by means of the dirigible airship and the aeroplane.
Aircraft laden with bombs employed their terrible destructive
powers against the civil population of the town, destroying whole
streets. The war made use of chemistry and introduced the
abomination of the poisoned gas. Finally submarines conducted
a murderous war against passenger and merchant ships.

In a word, all the achievements of the highest technique, of
“pure” and applied natural sciences were brought into play.
The highest capitalist ‘‘civilisation’ becomes the most abject
barbarism. The war degenerated into a battle of materials and
industries. What took place on the battlefields was not only a
competition between opposing masses of people, but between
opposing industries, capital, technique, and industrial organisa-
tions.

The war has created a starting point for a new, still more
devastating and barbaric war technique, and also for new forms
of military organisation, tactics, and strategy. It has become
the starting point for increased preparations for war.

9. During war, capitalism tramples under foot the existing
rights of the people. In the name of demccracy, of national
emancipation, it gags the people by proclaiming a state of siege
it muzzles them by the censorship, stifles the voice of public
meetings, floods the countries with armies of secret service men
and dissolves or gags parliaments.

The war has shown that bourgeocis democcracy is nothing but
dictatorship of the bourgecisie.

It has revealed the bourgeois State, and the Labour Parties,
which have become tainted with bourgeois ideology, in their true
colours. :

The war began with the catastrophic collapse of the second
opportunistic International. It exposed with cruel precision the
close connection between the socialist opportunist and the
national imperialist bourgeoisie. The socialist spokesmen of the
labour aristocracy entered openly and directly into the service
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of the monopolist capitalists in the name of the ‘““defence of the
fatherland.”” The alliance of this corrupt ‘‘bourgeois’® labour
aristocracy with their national bourgecisies has torn asunder the
international unity of the working class, the International itself,
and most of the social-democratic parties. The most active and
boldest sections of the proletariat, which had become revolution-
ised during the war, split off and formed tendencies and groups.
Finally some of them began to establish independent parties.
Between the truly revolutionary sections of the proletariat and
the social-imperialists there hover in all the countries groups,
tendencies, or parties, which abominate the war, but at the same
time dread the revolution : they hate militarism and yet have
no confidence in the revolutionary strength of the proletariat—
vacillating figures which (according to circumstances) side some-
times with the revolution and [sometimes with the counter
revolution. These are the beginning of ‘‘centre’’ parties.
Notwithstanding the treachery of the social democratic
parties, the imperialist war resolved itself into an enormous and
complete social and political crisis owing to the inherent con-
tradictions and antagonisms within the social, political, and
eccnomic capitalist system. It has placed the masses in the
vanquished countries (and not them alcne) before the alternative :
revelutionary rising against capitalism or return to barbarism.
10. The imperialist dominating States are ruthlessly draining
the Colonial countries by exacting contributions cf food products,
labour, and cannon fodder. At the same time imperialism is
compelled to let the colonial industries develop unhindered. It
causes the development of industries in hitherto pre-eminently
agrarian, semi-coloured countries. It is compelled to give the
Dominions a decisive voice in the policy of the Motherland,
and to promise to the colonial countries more freedom and a
more liberal form of autonomy. Finally, it finds itself compelled
to arm the colonial population and enroll it in its armies. While
the imperialist States are thus facing each other in a world
struggle for the domination and exploitation of the cclonial
countries, they are, against their will, obliged to strengthen in
the colonial countries the desire for national emancipation and to
provide the latter with the material and spiritual mecans for the
struggle against imperialist exploitation and subjection.

IIT. Tuae IMPERIALIST PEACE TREATIES

11. The imperialist peace treaties of Versailles, St. Germain,
and Sevres are the continuation of the imperialist war by other
means. By their endeavour to adjust the political and imperialist
difficulties of the victors at the expense of the vanquished by
means of solemn agreements, they are only creating incentives
for new imperialist wars. The victors are satisfying their open
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or secret predatory appetites under the pretence of world justice
and the peoples’ right to self-determination.

The imperialist peace treaties are a clear proof that imperialism
is unable to create a new, firm, and lasting world peace.
They have accentuated and perpetuated the disturbance of the
economic equilibrium caused by the war. They are making
this disturbance the starting point of an epoch of still deeper and
wider disturbances. By destroying the economic competitor in
the struggle for the non-capitalist markets, they have only
disorganised the exchange of goods between capitalist States.
Great Britain and France have overthrown their strongest
economic rival on the continent and have attached to themselves
a number of vassal States, but at the same time they have set
up against themselvels a much more powerful rival across the
Atlantic. They have made Germany their debtor, but they are
still more in debt to America.

Neither economic nor political equilibrium has been achieved.
The division and the safeguarding of the war booty—Germany,
Austria, and Turkey—:s bound to divide the victors into hostile
campi. The political results of the victory are inimical to the
criginal aims and purposes of the victors.

Great Britain has destroyed its mightiest continental rival,
Germany, but it has turned France into a still mightier and more
dangerous continental opponent without a rival on the continent
of Europe. :

France in its turn has conquered for itself the almost un-
questioned mastery on the European Continent. However, to
be able to retain its military supericrity, it had to sacrifice its
former financial superiority and is faced with financial ruin. In
order to beat down Prussia, it has Prussianised itself.

In the Far East, Japan is plunging its talons into the helpless
Chinese giant and finds itself face to face with its American rival.

The latter, the U.S.A. colussus, does not desire to extend its
territorial possessions, but has consolidated its position in East
Asia, in the Pacific, in the South Sea, and in many parts of South
America, and it emerges out of the war as the industrial, financial
and political world centre, possessing a navy and mercantile fleet
rivalling those of Great Britain.

In order to render the achievements of the imperialist war
politically secure, the imperialist victors have Balkanised
the former seat of European imperialism, and have made its
economic existence impossible. In order to conquer the world
market they have destroyed the world economic system, and
have created new powerful rivals for themselves. They plunged
the world into war in order to extend the world market, but they
have only succeeded in narrowing it. They plunged the world
into war in order to make their social domination secure, but
they have unchained the social revolution which is more exten-
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sive, intensive and thorough than it has ever been. Every one of
their aims and purposes has turned against them.

IV. Tuae Erocu oF WorLD REVOLUTION

12. The world revolution did not only supersede the war, it
interrupted it in its course. It started by carrying out the
sentence which capitalism had passed on itself during the im-
perialist war. The revolution followed the line of least resistance.
It did not break out originally in the most developed capitalist
country, but in the least developed—Russia, where a weak
bourgeoisie had to contend with a modern and bold proletariat,
allied to a numerous, impoverished, land-hungry peasantry.
By a bold move the revolution in Russia bridged the gulf which
separated it from the bourgecis democracies of the West, and
at the outset outdistanced the capitalist West by adding to the
bourgeois demccracy the organs of proletarian democracy in the
form of workers’ and soldiers’ Soviets. Owing to the class
conscious and beld attitude of the proletarian democracy, the
bourgeois democracy could not make any headway. It was
unable to sclve any of the problems (except in words) raised
by the revolutionary movement of the workers’ and peasants’
masses. Tied to the big bourgeoisie and the big landowners of
its own country, and through them to the Entente Powers, it
was unable either to contnue or conclude the war. It was
unable te organise the disintegrated economic life of the country.
It did not have the courage to give the peasants the land which
they demanded. Unable to establish a new social order, it could
noct stay the disintegration of the army and of its discipline,
and to re-create it on a new class basis, taking account of the
recent revolution in social relations. After the failure of all
its efforts to cope with the distrust and the indignation of the
working class and of the peasantry, it drifted back into the arms
of the old reactionary forces: the big landowners, the big
capitalists, the Tsarist bureaucracy, the generals and the priests.
The newly born bourgeois democracy progressed step by step
towards bourgeois dictatorship. All the reactionary vacillating
and doubtful elements (frem the Tsarist generals and priests
to the formerly petty-bourgeois-revolutionary S.R.’s and the
representatives of the petty bourgecis proletarian minority—the
menshevist social democrats) rallied around the bourgeo’s
democracy  which  was developing into a  bourgeois
dictatorship. By another bcld move the revoluticn strode for-
ward. Led by the working class and its revolutionary party, the
proletarian revolution, supported by overwhelming proletarian
and peasant masses, dethroned the bourgecis democracy, and
smashed to pieces the old, unwieldy State apparatus, set up the
Soviets, the political power of the revolutionary workers and
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peasants, brought the bourgeois revolution to a finish by
inaugurating the social revolution, made a big breach in the war
by bringing it to a conclusion for proletarian Russia and gave
an enormous impetus to the revolutionary development in Central
and Western Europe.

The victorious proletarian revclution in Russia constitutes
a strong bulwark, a central axis and a mighty political, economic
and military reserve position for the progress of the western
social revolution, as well as for the national bourgeois revolution
of the East.

The first victoricus proletarian revolution within the frame-
work of a great power has at last discovered, and is beginning
to construct the political form of the proletarian State during the
transition from the capitalist to the Sccialist social order : the
Soviet Republic.. In all its stages it is a repository of political
strategy, a live source of revolutionary energy and a store-house
of the experiences of Socialist construction.

Workers” and Soldiers’ Councils—these were also the first
faltering words of the German, as well as of the other revolutions
in Central and Eastern Europe. However, in these parts the
Scwviets were but an episode, because of a better organised
bourgeoisie, and because of the lack of leadership by a strong
and revolutionary workers’ party. Led by the social democracy,
the German bourgeocisie overthrew the Soviets and the revclu-
tionary vanguard of the working class with much bloodshed.
The revolutionary wave is ebbing back. At the cutset the
revolutionary stage was occupied by the bourgecis democracy.
The latter gradually came under the sway of reaction, and like
the Russian bourgeois democracy it is unable to solve any of the
problems which the conclusion of the war and the capitalist
crisis have brought forward. Under its domination the economic
disintegraticn has continued. It endeavoured to put a stop to
it at the expense of the woiking class, and of the middle sections
of society. More and more fell under the yoke of the monopolist
capital, and became alienated from all the exploited classes.
Neither is it able to solve the problem of foreign policy. Its
submission to the dictatorship of the Entente, instead of re-
lieving, made the conditions of life in the bourgecis republc
only more difficult.

The Western revolutions which were a direct outcome of the
military cocllapse, were a repetition (in their aspect but not in
their tempo) of the first proletarian revolution, but under
advanced economic conditions.

The epoch of the world revolution has assumed the same
menacing character also in the colonial and semi-colonial
countries.

After successfully weathering the first assault of the Western
proletariat, the werld bourgeoisie has been able to secure anew
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its political power, thanks to its recent experiences. It has
drawn from its consolidation new reserves from the petty-
bourgeoisie and even from the working class. However, during
the last few years after the conclusion of the war, it has shown
itself incapable of reconstructing the disintegrated capitalist social
order and even of securing the existence of its proletarian slaves
within the capitalist slave State.

V. TuEe CaritaList CRrIsis

18. The world war has not by any means re-established the
harmony between the productive forces and the capitalist con-
ditions of production by the enormous destruction of the
material means of production and of human labour power. On
the contrary, the war has shown that the capitalist conditions
of production are hampering more and more the productive forces.
It has made the economic chacs and the crisis a permanent
phenomenon of the decaying capitalist economic system.

14. The destruction of the productive forces through the
world war was not by any means uniform. While East and
Central Europe were reduced to famine, the productive apparatus
of Great Britain and of the countries outside of Europe has
greatly extended. The centre of gravity cf capitalism was trans-
ferred to America. The normal economic equilibrium of the
world was destroyed. While in Central and Eastern Europe
preduction decreased owing to the lack of capital (raw materials,
fuel, machinery) and owing to the underfeeding of the working
class, the production of the districts with an unimpaired pro-
ductive apparatus are hampered by the absence of markets. In
the former we witness full employment accompanied by starv-
ation wages, and in the latter permanent unemployment. In
both districts the proletariat is being reduced to penury.

The visible sign of this decay is the rapid progress of the
depreciation of the currency in the impoverished territories.
The world market, which is based on the exchange of goods
and is kept together by the fact that gold is the world money,
consists of sections with differing economic and social conditions.
The lack of a permanent standard makes the amount of the profits
obtained during the process of production dependent on the fiuctu-
ations in currency. That pcrtion of capital which is not yet
trustified withdraws from production, and becomes in a higher
degree commercial and speculation capital. The continued de-
preciation of the currency in the impoverished and decaying
districts is destroying the credit system and reduces thrift to
economic madness. All this has a disintegrating effect on the
process of production.

The connection between the industry and agriculture has
become weaker, and agriculture has deteriorated. For example,
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in the countries which were blockaded during the world war,
where owing to lack of means of production (cattle, artificial
manure, &c.), and the fact that the excessively high prices of
agricultural products enabled the peasants to satisfy all their
needs even under diminished production. In countries with a
high valuta, which usually export foodstuffs, agriculture is
declining because the products do not find purchasers at profit-
able prices.

The struggle for the acquisition of the diminished world pro-
duction is continuing in a more acute form in separate countries
as well as on a world scale. The concentration of capital and of
economic power in the hands of a few people has made great
strides during the war and post-war period. In the impoverished
districts large sections of the population have become proletarian-
ised : rentiers with fixed incomes (owing to the depreciation of
the currency), artisans (owing to the enormous increase in prices
which makes it impossible to carry on their business), all Govern-
ment officials (who have been reduced to the proletarian level
owing to the depreciation of currency), which is an incentive to
bribery and corruption. In all countries the peasants as a class
are in strong opposition to monopolist capital. A split has taken
place within the peasantry : the big peasants who have grown
rich are strongly opposed to the small peasants who depend on
their labour for a living. The conditions of life of the old as well
as of the new middle class have become worse. The permanent
crisis—within the Parliaments and bourgeois Governments—is a
visible sign of the ever-growing acuteness of the class struggle
and of the decay of capitalist society. There is no firm Parlia-
mentary Government party in any of the countries. Changing
party groupings and the continuous sequence of Government
changes are a characteristic of the crisis through which capitalist
society is passing.

But the decisive struggle is being fought out between the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat. Capitalism is endeavouring to
weather the crisis through an increased exploitation of the pro-
letariat. It brings into play all the methods of increased ex-
ploitation. The achievements of the revolutionary demobilisation
period, the eight-hour day, is to be abolished, and longer working
hours are to be the order of the day. At the same time work
and exploitation are to be intensified : capitalism is crying out
for increased productivity. It intends to decrease the capitalist
cost of production by a diminution of real wages far below the
level of the pre-war period.

However, the proletariat is offering a stubborn revolutionary
resistance.  The treachercus trade union leaders and social
patricts are endeavouring to compel the proletariat to submit
peacefully to increase exploitation in the interest of the continued
existence of capitalism. But the proletariat has developed class
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consciousness during the long years of the war, and of the present
revolutionary period. It has become familiar with the use of
arms. It would rather fight with arms in its hand than submit
to the dictatorship of the capitalists. Ever growing sections of
the proletariat are losing faith in the stability of the capitalist
social order. The example of Soviet Russia, where a proletarian
power has been in existence for the last five years, inspires the
revolutionary vanguard with courage and determination. The
proletariat resists most energetically all the attempts of the
capitalist to weather the crisis at its expense. Protracted and
frequent strikes are hampering production.  Political mass
strikes and armed risings are interfering with the capitalist
production. In some countries civil wair has become a permanent
feature. Capitalism cannot any longer depend on the State for
the protection of its interests. It is obliged to form class troops
consisting of members of the ruling class itself. A large part of
profits is absorbed by the upkeep of class domination.
Capitalism is powerless in the face of this decay. The
conquered and impoverished countries go under without
resistance. Their capitalists seek protection against the pro-
letariat by allying themselves with the capitalists of the victorious
countries.  The capitalists of the four great Powers which
emerged from the war: U.S.A., Great Britain, France, and
Japan, are endeavouring to weather the crisis by transforming
all the remaining parts of the world into cclonies for themselves.
The whole of Europe east of the Rhine up to the frontier of
Soviet Russia is partitioned into economically dependent,
enslaved colonial countries.  Although the smaller countries
which remained neutral during the war, have retained a semblance
of political independence they must follow economically in the
wake of the imperialist Powers.  (Belgium is the satellite of
France, and Holland that of Great Britain.) All the others
have become the prey of the Entente capitalists. Their means
of production are rapidly becoming the property of the French
and British capitalists. Their economic policy is dictated by
British and French capitalists. While Germany, their only rival,
has been disarmed, the others are ruining themselves by mutual
armaments which are dictated by the interests of French and
British capitalism. In spite of the League of Nations the Pact
of Peace, the Washington Conference, and the disarmament of
Germany, the world bourgeoisie spends a larger part of the pro-
duced wealth for military expenditure than before the world war.
The four rivals contending for world domination confront each
other armed to the teeth. Their policy hovers between
assurances of allied faithfulness and threats of war. A struggle
is being waged for every corner of the earth which has not yet
become definitely drawn into the orbit of one of the Great
Powers. Each of them is endeavouring to acquire a monopoly
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of the largest part of the world market. They are inevitably
drifting towards a new world war. In the meantime the struggle
for liberation of the chief colonial peoples is assuming more
acute forms. The British Dominions have emancipated them-
selves peacefully from the dom:ination of the Motherland. The
colonial peoples which have been dragged into the war have
grasped the fundamental reason of the supremacy of the im-
perialist white peoples—superiority in war technique. They do
no longer believe in the stability of foreign white domination.
The struggles of the cclenial peoples to throw off the
alien yoke is extending. This undermines the basis of the
econsmic supremacy of the imperialist Great Powers.

While the disparity between the productive forces and the
capitalist conditions of production is becoming more acute, the
newly created economic system of Soviet Russia is becoming more
consolidated. The process is a long one, and is rendered more
difficult by the state of crisis prevailing in the capitalist world.
Nevertheless, everything tends tc show that the ascent of the
Russian econcmic system will in the future outdistance the descent
of the economic system of the neighbouring countries. Once the
development will have reached that stage the struggle for a
change in the conditions of production in the surrounding
countries will receive a strong impetus. The world struggle of
the proletariat and of the oppressed peoples must adopt itself
to the economic and political conditions of the respective
countries.  The approaching world revolution and the world
crisis have affected the various States and territories in various
ways, either making their respective conditions more similar or
more diverse. Although the chief aims of the working class of
the capitalist countries on the one hand, and of the oppressed
peoples on the other hand, are identical, the diverse points of
departure necessitate a diversity of methed during the ensuing
phases until the conquest cf power by the proletariat and poor
peasantry will have been achieved.

The most important premises for the world revolution are :
(1) the degree of the economic stability and self-sufficiency of a
capitalist country or group of countries; (2) the distribution of
power among the most important classes and social sections of
the country (the degree to which the bourgeois State power has
been shaken); (8) the degree of development of the bourgeois
State.

According to these premises the various countries may be
divided into the following groups :—

(1) Capitalist countries which the war has enriched and which
have, in their own territories and in those which are under their
political influence, possibilities for further capitalist expansion
where bourgeois democratic institutions still prevail. To this
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category belongs : U.S.A., the South African Union, and
Australia.

(2) Capitalist countries, also enriched by the war, but having
a semi-absolutist constitution : Japan.

(8) Capitalist countries, the economic system of which has not
been affected by the war, and which have large colonial pos-
sessions with democratically organised forms cof Government :
Great Britain, Canada. ~

(4) Capitalst countries which, although victorious in the world
war, have suffered severely, financally, and economically, having
democratically organised form of Government which, however,
is subject to more or less severe convulsions : France, Italy.

(5) The ruined countries east of the Rhine either with newly
established inadequately organised bourgeois forms of Govern-
ment, or forms of Government which are already exposed to
violent 1evolutionary convulsions : Germany, Austria, Hungary,
Poland, the Balkan countries, &c.

(6) The colonial and semi-colonial countries.

(a) India, Persia, Turkey, Corea (where big landowner-
ship is prevalent).

(7) Countries in which the proletariat is in power: Soviet
Russia with its federated Republics, and the Far Eastern
Republic.

CHAPTER II
THE CONQUEST OF POLITICAL POWER

I. THE PROLETARIAT AS THE ACTIVE POWER AND THE LEADING
Crass OF THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

16. Capitalist economy has landed in a cul de sac. From a
mighty lever for the development of the social forces of produc-
tion and of national wealth, it has been turned into fetters, which
throttle the productive forces, and into a destroyer of social
wealth. In its ascent it evolved a world economy, and in its
descent it is destroying world economy. The temporary crises,
viz., the destruction ¢f the means of production and of produce
were for the capitalist economy periodical means for the creation
of a new revival of production. Now the crisis has become per-
manent. The paralysation and destruction of the means of
production, of human labour power and of produce are the normal
state of decaying capitalism. Pricr to the world war and the
revolution the capitalist form of economy prevailed. It removed
the obstacles which impeded it, and made great strides forward.
The war, on the contrary, for capitalist economy was a terrible
weapon of self-destruction. It aims at periodical repetition on a
large scale. Capitalism during the period of its ascent made
deeper the social gulf between capital and labour. Periodically
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it ruthlessly condemned whole sections of workers to destruction,
to physical deterioration. It was always accompanied by the
degradation of the lower strata cf the working class which was
made to swell the ranks of the ¢ lumpen *’ proletariat. How-
ever, capitalism could only continue its existence by affording
to the bulk of the working class a normal existence, the upkeep
of its physical strength and the possibility to bring up its
progeny—and capitalism did this by allowing some sections of
the proletariat to participate in its ascent. Decayng capitalism
however is sapping the rocts of the physical existence of the
working class.  For the bulk of the working class it trans-
forms the present relative impoverishment into absolute
impoverishment and social degradation into physical de-
gradation. It brutally prevents the cultural elevation of
the working class. It mows down the proletarian pro-
geny wholesale. It is endeavouring to maintain its existence
at the expense of the normal existence and propagation of the
working class, of the class of cffice employees, and even of the
lower and middle grade government employees. The capitalist
economic system has reached a stage when it is beginning to
destroy and dissolve its own achievements and the fcundations
of its existence—the accumulated means of production, the accu-
mulated national wealth, the human labour power. Nor is this
all. In its relentless struggle for sccial privileges bourgeois
society sacrifices in cold blood the justification of its rights to
power of bourgeoise civilisation. It starves its artists, its
scientists, and its writers. It throws overboard art, literature
and science as mere ballast. Bourgeois civilisation is dissolving
in lust, refined profligacy, in drug taking (both stimulating and
sedative), and in obscurantism in all forms.

The capitalist economic system and capitalist civilisation are
rapidly dissolving.

Only a new economic social order can stay the process of dis-
solution, and decay of the economic system, build it up anew
from the debris, make the existence of the workers secure, re-
novate the decaying bourgeois civilisation, and restore the
economy of the world dislocated by capitalism.

The capitalist economic system has created by its own
mechanism all the material pre-requisites for this higher
economic and social order—for the conscious, systematic and
uniform management of the economic life of the world by society
for the direct satisfaction of all the needs of society—for
Socialism.

It has created technical means by the systematic use of which
a decent existence can be secured for all the members of
society, and even surplus wealth can be produced. It has itself
socialised production to a high degree.

It has become an inevitable and compelling necessity to break
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the bonds of capitalist ownership, and the realisation of the
socialisation of the means of production has been brought within
the reach of possibility.

However, capitalist ownership does not disappear of its own
acccrd.  Only the disintegration of capitalist society proceeds
blindly, unconsciously and “‘by itself,”” but capitalist ownership
is maintained by the political domination of the bourgeoisie.
Therefore it can only be brought down by the downfall of this
domination, by a political revolution which destroys the political
superstructure of the old capitalist order, and being a mew social
class to the front.

Thus the introduction of Socialism is only possible by the
conscious action and will of the revolutionary class or classes
which will convert the mere possibility of a sccialist transforma-
tion into a reality by means of the political power which will be
concentrated in the hands of those classes.

17. The proletariat is the executor and the leader of the
pelitical revolution and of the Socialist change. It can only
cease to be the exploited class by abolishing the antithesis—
capitalism and the social order which was built up on the
antagonism between those who possessed the means of production
and those who did not. It can only emancipate itself as a class
by freeing scciety of all classes. It can cnly make its existence
secure by taking the means of production into its own hands.
It can only do this by socialising these means of production. It
can only satisfy its industrial needs by making social needs the
basis of production. It can only abolish idlers and parasites by
making everyone a worker for the community. It can omly
abolish the lack of system by subjecting the whole economic life
to its own system. The basic features of the future society are
already a foreshadowed capitalist society. Production is already
socialised, but capitalism robs it of the fruits of socialisation.
On the cther hand, the exploiting function of the capitalists has
become more and more separated from the function of the
management of production. With the growth of the socialisa-
tion of production capitalism has to an increasing degree placed
the technical, commercial and organisational management into
the hands of the employees, and has limited or reduced the sub-
sistence of the bulk of its employees to the level of mere skilled
workers. Thus, technical and organisational capacities for the
management of production are already to be found among the
proletariat.

In the course of the many years of economic and political
class struggles the proletariat has created its own organisational
cadres, and has developed its class consciousness.  Wherever
capitalism reached a higher degree of unification and concentra-
tion the proletariat has established big economic and political
organisations.

(44)



Capitalism is endeavouring to put on the shoulders of the
proletariat all the burdens and misery entailed by its decay—
the burdens of war as well as the burdens of capitalist reconstruc-
tion. Physical destruction or the overthrow of capitalist domina-
tion ; misery through inaction or salvation by action—such is the
problem which the proletariat has to solve.

With the exception of the capitalist class, the big landowners
and big peasantry, all other classes and sections of society are
suffering as a result of the decay of capitalism; the small pro-
prietors who depend on their own work—the artisans, the small
traders, the small and poor peasantry, the lower and middle
grade Government officials. Owing to the war and to the crisis,
capitalism has created an ever-growing section of people from all
classes who, as it were, have lost their political bearings. All
these sections and classes are wavering between capitalism and
the working class, between reaction and revolution. The sections
and classes interested with small ownership cannot play an inde-
pendent revolutionary role, they become mere adjuncts either
to the bourgeoisie or to the proletariat. The proletariat must
endeavour to detach them from the bourgeoisie, to lead them
into the struggle against the latter, or at least to neutralise them.
The leadership of the revolution can only be in the hands of
a class which, owing to its social role, is able resclutely to
bring about the severance of these classes from the bourgeoisie.

In its struggle for emancipation the proletariat grouping
around itself all the classes, sections and forces which are
opposed to bourgeois class domination—i.e., the revolutionary
sections of the petty bourgeoisie, of the intellectuals, and of the
small peasantry. It even joins the nationalist-bourgeois revolu-
tionaries who, in the colonial and semi-colonial countries, are
carrying on the struggle against imperialist domination.

The proletariat must see to it, however, that in all these
movements its own revolutionary interest should have the pre-
dominance.  While proletarian interest demands the most
radical solution—-the overthrow of the bourgeois order—it there-
fore embraces also the solution of the temporary conflicts of
other social sections and classes.

The victory of the proletarian revolution cannot be guaran-
teed secure by the mere fact that the working class has larger
forces at its disposal.

It is essential that the working class know how to make use
of their superior forces at the decisive moment and at the most
important points, in order tc bring their struggle to a satisfac-
tory conclusion.

II.—THe Rore oF THE CoMMUNIST PARTY AND OTHER

PROLETARIAN ORGANISATIONS

18. In its first stages of development the proletariat was in

habit and mentality not united as a class. It was only in the
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course of its struggles against the capitalist employers against
the bourgeoisie, and especially in the course of its struggle for
power, that it became united.

The modern proletariat arose during the early period of capi-
talism from the ranks of the landless peasants and artisan classes,
and was practically and ideologically tied to the bourgeoisie.
Unlimited exploitation drove the proletariat to revolt against
the new capitalist for production. In its early days it fought
against it with the means and methods of the bourgeois revolu-
tion, and by attacks on the most positive feature of capitalism—
the use of technique. This elemental struggle, carried on by
false metheds (sporadic revolts, destruction of machinery), was
no remedy against the rapid impoverishment of the proletariat.
After heavy defeats and after long groping in the dark the pro-
letariat discovered the best weapon for safeguarding the interests
of the proletariat—solidarity in the refusal to work.

The spontaneous strikes of the worker in a particular industry
against the individual employer during the period of the most
primitive competitive struggle between the unorganised em-
ployers hit the capitalists in their most vulnerable spot—the
accumulation of profits. The individual unorganised employer,
whose workers were on strike, lost customers and orders through
the competition of the employers whose workers were not on
strike.

The necessity to pay interest on capital, the damage to mate-
rial and machinery, and financial liabilities, forced the employers
to give in. Owing to competition the strikers found work else-
where. This did not only lessen the pressure on the workers, but
even created a new peril for the employers, whose skilled and
trained workers went over to their rivals. In the early days of
Capitalism this was tantamount to destruction, especially in the
event of manufacturing secrets being delivered to rival manu-
facturers, together with the trained workers.

From the strike of the operatives of one industrial concern
against the individual employer the struggle developed into the
strike of the operatives of a branch of industry against the
employers in that branch, in a particular locality, industrial
district, a country, or several countries. The workers resorted
te this extensicn of the economic struggles in order to make it
aifficult for the employers to carry on their industries with the
assistance of blockades; and the employer adopted the same
racthods (industrial organisation) in order to prevent competition,
financial difficulties and loss of trade during strikes. Moreover,
the concentration of the industrial enterprises, the absorption of
the small and middle concerns by the big and financially strong
cartels and trusts is automatically widening the area of the strike.
The concentration of capital brought with it mass strikes and
mass lockouts.  The fighting front of the workers assumed
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laxge~ dimensions ; but the power of resistance of the employers
also increased. The strikes of the workers of one factory against
the individual employer, which did not affect society as a whole,
developed into mass strikes which became social events that
sheke industry and the political power of the bourgeoisie to their
very foundations. The mass strikes grew into gigantic struggles
which spread beyond national frontiers. They taxed the
resources of international class front te the utmost by their force
and magnitude, drove the classes into two great hostile camps,
and developed from economic and trade union struggles for safe-
guarding the existence of the workers within the capitalist order,
into political revolutionary struggles for power.

19. The economic struggles led to the establishment of
economic organisations. The spontaneous strike received financial
support by spontaneous collections. The sporadic struggles and
the elementary methods of defence led to the formation of craft
and local organisations. Later spontaneous collections were
replaced by regular contributions, crganisaticns were formed with
the object of collective purchases of cheap food, and which led
to the establishment of consumers’ societies and the co-opera-
tive movement. The magnitude and mass character of the
struggles led to the establishment of trade union organisations,
from local craft unions they developed into central craft and
industrial unions, which later federated on national and inter-
nat’onal lines, and subsequently developed into national and
international central organisations.

The manifold character of the trade union struggle resulted
in the elaboration of a complicated strategy and administration.
Up to 1914 the real substance and meaning of these organised
class struggles consisted in safeguarding and improving the pro-
letarian conditions of life within the capitalist economic system
and within the bourgeois State.

With the development of capitalism these struggles gained in
magnitude, and the proletariat began to understand their real
significance. This aroused an increased proletarian class con-
sciousness, and resulted in strengthening and consolidating the
power of the proletarian organisations.

20. Parallel with the building up of the economic organisa-
tions and with the economic struggles, we witness the political
struggle and the construction and elaboration of the political
organisation. Even the economic strike of the operatives of one
factory against the individual employer is in reality a political
struggle. In the early period of capitalism the bourgeoisie was
unable to suppress the isolated strike with the assistance of the
State, and it was able to do so in the cases when the workers
endeavoured to contest exploitation by riots and by the destruc-
tion of machinery. While the proletariat remained for several
decades in political dependence upon the bourgeoisie it was
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already putting up a violent and victorious struggle against the
bourgeoisie on the economic field. In this respect the political
significance of these struggles is important.

In Great Britain the process of the political emancipation of
the proletariat from the bourgeoisie had not as yet resulted in
the formation of an independent proletarian party. The British
proletariat indirectly took advantage of the rivalry between the
two bourgeois parties which were competing for political power,
and alternately supported the party which promised to fulfil the
immediate labour demands brought into the foreground by the
direct economic struggle. Thus, by supporting the Liberals, they
succeeded in securing the abolition of the Corn Laws, thus
obtaining cheap bread, and obtained shorter working hours (the
twelve, and subsequently the ten, hour bill) and other factory
legislation—by supporting the Tories.

In the Latin countries we witness ancther type of labour
movement. Owing to the numerical weakness of the proletariat
and its strictly limited role in the economic life of these coun-
tries, the election promises of the bourgeois parliamentarians
(who had received the support of the workers) remained unful-
filled after the election. The workers, disappointed in parliamen-
tary action, neglected the battlefield of bourgecis parliamen-
tarism, and restrict their actions to the trade union struggle
(syndicalism), without however increasing the power of the
proletariat.

The third form of the Labour movement, the synthesis of
the first two, is the German form, which gradually established
side by side with an independent political party a trade unicn
and co-operative movement working jointly with the party for
the interests of the proletariat within the capitalist order, and
raaking use of all the opportunities offered by the capitalist
economic system and the bourgeois State.

The fourth type is the Russian form of the Labour move-
ment. The political and economic condition in Russia made
legal activity within the then existing order impossible. Through
a stubborn and heroic struggle (which claimed many victims) an
illegal, revolutionary party was formed which aimed at the over-
throw of the political system. The enormous difficulty of the
struggle created an elite of the bravest and most capable
fighters of the revolutionary party who were capable of
thinking out plans and to put them into practice.  This party
succeeded at the right moment in securing the leadership of the
masses, to overthrow the old Power, and to establish and vie-
toriously defend the preletarian State.

21. To-day all attempts to safeguard the existence of the
working class brings the proletariat into collision with the political
power of the bourgeoisie. Within the existing political condi-
tions it is no longer possible to make the existence of the pro-
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letariat secure. Hence the necessity to establish a leading organ
of the proletarian class in the form of the C.P., which, as in
Russia, should be able to organise and to guide the revolutionary
struggle for power. Contrary to the wavering consciousness and
determination of the bulk of the working class, the Communist
Party is the embodiment of spiritual and actual class unity.
It unifies within its ranks-the most advanced, clear thinking,
and bravest elements of the working class. The Communist
Party organises the proletariat into a class conscious body.

The Communists ‘¢ have no other interests than those of
the entire proletariat.”’

During the period of decaying capitalist world order only
centralised international guidance and the observance of the
strictest revolutionary discipline can bring the revolutionary
struggle of the working class to a victorious issue.

The Ccmmunist Party is a united international party.

The Communist Party does not aim at assuming power as
a small minority of the proletariat. It aims at winning over the
large majority of the working class (and of the oppressed
masses which are exploited by capitalism) to the aims and prin-
ciples of communism. It aims at making the wide mass of the
proletariat into class-conscious determined fighters in the class
struggle against the bourgeoisie. In these struggles the
Communist Party identifies itself entirely with the masses and
becomes their leader.

It is only as the leader of the working class that the Com-
munist Party will assume power.  The victory is not at the
beginning, but at the end of the revolution.

The relations of the Communist Party with the existing re-
formist parties and trade unions are conditicned by the follow-
ing :—

By clinging tc the absclute forms of the pre-war Labour
movement the reformist and centrist parties are rendering lackey
service to the bourgeoisie. It is no longer possible to safeguard
the existence of the proletariat under a capitalist economic
system and under capitalist domination. In their attempt to
“ reconstruct * the capitalist world order the reformist and
centrist parties are sacrificing the interests of the working class,
and the class itself. During the struggle for power they become
a shield and an active auxiliary force of the bourgeoisie. After
the conquest of power they become the centres of counter-revolu-
tionary propaganda, organisation, and action—the rallying point
of all the classes and sections of society which are opposed to
the proletarian State.

Therrfore the attitude of the Communist Party towards re-
formist parties may be characterised as struggle until they are
completely overcome.

Like the centrist and reformist parties, the reformist trade
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unions into which the proletarian masses are organised are the
camp of the bourgeoisie. Fearing the revolutionary struggle for
power they continuously betray the interests of the working
class by siding with the bourgeoisie in the interests of capitalist
¢ reconstruction,’” even in such questions as wages and working
hours. It behoves us to conquer these mass organisations of the
proletariat, to rid them of the reformist leadership, and to re-
place their rigid bureaucratic apparatus by factory and work-
shop committees—the live trade union organs which are becom-
ing more and more prominent in the revolutionary struggles.

In taking over the leadership in this revolutionary struggle
the Communist Party establishes, in the form of Workers’ Com-
mittees, specific proletarian class organs in which the entire pro-
letariat is organised irrespective of the sphere in which they are
engaged. Under the leadership of the C.P. the workers’ com-
mittees schooled in the ideological struggle, as well as in the
struggle for power, become the working-class crgan of the pro-
letarian dictatorship. Steeled by the ordeal of civil war and the
hard, self-sacrificing struggle for the construction of a Communist
s001ety, the pmlctarlat overcomes the relics of bourgeois action
and ideology, becomes communistic, overcomes its class enemies,
and creates (Yo the extent that it succeeds in destroying the
bourgeois class), the society which knows no classes, and in
which exploitation and oppression are impossible. A classless
society of free human beings will replace the bourgeois world
order, and in the squalor and blood which the latter entailed
will disappear.

In its struggle for liberation the proletariat uses all the
means which circumstances put at the disposal for repelling the
enemy and organising the proletarian struggle itself i.e., from
the economic struggle to the political mass strike, from the public
meeting and the peaceful demonstration to armed rebellion.

ITI. Tur RorkE oF VIOLENCE

22. The bourgeoisie, including its social-democratic lackeys,
is raising a hue and cry about the violent methods of the Com-
munists and about the Communist terror.

The complaint of the bourgeois is sheer hypocrisy.

The bourgeoisie itself came into power only by a series of
blood revolutiens, by wars and civil wars. Its ¢ legal >’ political
power is the outcome of revolution.

Right from the beginning of its career the bourgeoisie has .
used violent means in their most concentrated form to conquer,
extend, and defend its dominions.

During the present imperialist era the bourgeoisie has in-
creased to the extreme the violence of its methods of domination.

The bourgeoisie, which feels the foundations of its rule giving
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way, is supplementing everywhere the legal state power by
illegal viclence.

The bourgeoisie treats with contempt its own legislation
wherever its domination is jeopardised.

The ¢¢ peaceful >’ democracy only exists in times of historical
stagnation, firmly established class relations, and of increasing
capitalist development.

During the period of capitalist decline and of convulsions
affecting class relations ‘“ peaceful democracy >’ is only a mask
disguising the stern features of the bourgeois dictatorship.

¢ No violence > becomes the cry of the bourgeoisie as soon
as the working class acquires and asserts superiority in numbers
and strength, and begins to realise the diversity of its interests
from those of the bourgeoisie.

The bourgecisie itself laughs to scorn the ¢ no violence *’
proposition.

During the proletarian revolution in Soviet Russia it insti-
gated countless civil wars, conspiracies, and rebellions, and time
after time has plunged the country into counter-revolutionary
wars.

At the conclusion of the war it drowned in blood the pro-
letarian risings in Central Furope. It has made terrorism,
political assassirations, and conspiracies its permanent weapons.

It employs all the hellish methods of the world war, from
poisoned gases to bomb-throwing aeroplanes and tanks, against
the budding proletarian revolution.

Bourgeois violence is violence in the interests of the minority
against the interests of the wide masses.

Proletarian violence is the combined violence of wide masses
against the ruling minority.

Bourgeois violence is reactionary while proletanan violence is
revolutionary.

The Communists do not deny that it is only by violence, by
the most acute form cf civil war, that the hitherto ruling classes
will be overthrown.

Proletarian violence is inevitable as long as the bourgeois
violence of the minority keeps the wide masses of the workers
in subjection. ’

It will become superfluous as the bourgeois minority submits
to the proletarian majority and gives up its class privileges.

Bourgeois viclence endeavours to perpetuate the forcible
domination over the masses.

Proletarian violence endeavours to render itself superfluous.

Proletarian violence, as the violence of the majority, acts
openly as a class violence.

Bourgeois violence, as the violence of a small minority, is
aiways compelled to deny its own existence.

23. In order to conquer the majority of the working class, the
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Communist Party must utilise all the possibilities of bourgeois
democracy (parliaments, municipal councils, administrative
boates, ete.). [t must aim at conquest of the mass organisa-
tions of the proletariat (the trade unions and coc-operative
societies) in order to transform them from bearers of mere
reforms into shock troops for the overthrow of bourgeois
domination.

In all struggles the action of the wide masses is the decisive
factor.

Individual terrorism and isclated acts of sabotage are not ap-
prepriate means of the proletarian class struggle.

IV. Bourcrois DEMOCRACY

24. The proletariat cannot conquer and retain political
power by the means and methods of bourgeois democracy. The
latter is the final, most developed form of bourgeois society. It
is the form of government within which the class struggle in the
capitalistically developed countries will be ultimately fought out.

The State apparatus of the bourgeois republic is (like that
cof all the former forms cof government) an apparatus for the
fore ble cppression of the exploited by the exploiting classes.

Formally bourgeois democracy rests on the equality of rights
of all the citizens of the State, but the economic domination of
the capitalists and big landowners transforms the equality of
rights into actual inequality.

All the citizens are presumed to have equal privileges. In
reality only the possessing classes are given an opportunity to
wake a full use of demceratic rights. The non-possessing classes
can only make use of them cn a limited scale, or not at all.

The right of assembly! But the capitalists alone have the
leisure, the assembly halls, and an army of eloquent, intellectual,
and pclitical agents.

The freedom of the Press ! But the capitalists are the owners
of the printing works and paper mills, and engage the most
skilled writers and clerical staffs.

Equal justice! But the judges themselves are of the bour-
gecis.

The right to knowledge is the privilege of the possessing
classes, and therefore it is bourgeois class knowledge.

Equality of electoral rights! But the bourgeoisie secures
predominance by its command over the Press, the school, the
Church, and by a thousand means, with the help of which it
achieves supremacy.

The bourgeoisie rules Parliament by putting, openly and
secretly, its economic weapons into play.

However, Parliament is only one part of the Govern-
ment machine.
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The actual State administration is in the hands of the Civil
Service.

The most important posts of the Civil Service are filled by
members of the ruling classes. These bureaucrats are segregated
from the masses of the population, and are imperious to the in-
fluence of the lattcr, but on the other hand, they are under the
decisive influence of the bourgeocisie.

The actual instruments of power in the possession of bour-
geois democracy are the police and military forces.

Bourgecis democracy merely extends the State machinery,
it inherits {rom the ruling class that preceded it by adding to
it sections of the subordinate classes, but in doing so it only
enlarges the instrument of oppression.

Bourgeois democracy, as the final, most developed form of
bourgeois class rule, affords the proletarian class struggles a
wider field than the absolutist-monarchic-feudalist government.

Bourgeois democracy is a step forward as compared with
absolutism and feudalism.

The working class must fight for bourgeois democracy against
absolutism and feudalism.

It must oppnse with the utmost energy every attempt to sub-
stitute bourgeois democracy by absolutist domination.

However, in order to establish and exercise its own class
domination the proletariat must break up the bourgecis State
apparatus, and hence the bourgeois State, and must erect the
preletarian State.

V. PRrROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP.

25. The immediate aim of the proletarian dictatorship con-
sists in forcibly holding down the hitherto ruling capitalist
minority by the organised proletarian majority, in regulating
public Ife through the proletariat, in taking all the economic
means of power out of the hands of the bourgeoisie, and in
building up the Socialist economic system.  The proletarian
dictatorship replaces the bureaucratic-militarist domination over
the masses by the autonomous administration of workers’
councils (and peasants’ councils) in the commune, the district,
the province, and the State.

The workers’ councils are not parliamentarian but active
working-class bodies. They have under the management legis-
lation, administration, control, justice, and have also executive
powers.

Just as the workers’ councils cannot assume power without
the leadership of the revolutionary party of the proletariat—the
Communists, it is only under Communist leadership that they
will be able to retain it against all attacks.
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The workers’ councils are not elected on a territorial, but
on the vocational and economic basis, members of the councils
can be recalled any time.

The proletarian State power rests on the armed proletariat,
the active parts of which are—the red guards and the Red
Army, and the reserve—the militia.  The proletarian State
power introduces proletarian courts of justice—revolutionary
tribunals in order to accelerate legal proceedings against its
opponents, and to punish breaches of revolutionary discipline. It
establishes permanent proletarian courts for other forms of
litigation.

The proletarian State power deprives the bourgeoisie of the
press, the assembly halls, and the schools. It introduces social
education of all without any sex distinction.

In the schools of the proletarian State the training in manual
work goes together with that in mental work. Thus the per-
formance of productive work is accompanied by theoretic
training.

The proletarian State achieves the separation of the Church
.rom the State and of the Church from the scheool. It leaves the
upkeep of the Church and its priests to the believers.

The proletarian State gives full freedom to all hitherto op-
pressed nationalities and parts of nationalities to form inde-
pendent federations.

By abolishing bourgeois domination and the bourgeois pro-
perty system the proletarian State abolishes the social basis for
domination ¢f man over man. It establishes complete equality
of both sexes, and puts the right valuation on motherhood. It
overthrows the old form of the family which rested on the ex-
ploitation and slavery of the woman, and transforms the family
into a free, moral entity.

The Communists consider the federation of the Soviet Re-
publics, with a commocn management of military and the
economic system and of foreign policy, as the first step towards
the unification of the naticnal Soviet Republics.

The Communists aim at the centralisation of the economic
system of the Soviet Republics.

In Germany the Communists aim at a United Socialist Soviet
Republic. The Communists demand the abolition of the system
of separate States and of the division of the Republic into coun-
tries, and insist on the division of the Republic into economic
territories.

The German Socialist Soviet Republic will allow the popula-
tion of the German-speaking districts outside the present
Germany themselves to decide whether those districts should be
incorporated into the German Republic.
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V1. THE TraNSITION MEASURES FOR THE CONQUEST OF POLITICAL
Powegr

26. Workers’ councils and parliaments, proletarian and
bourgeois dictatcrship, cannct for any length of time exist to-
gether in a big State during the period of the revolutionary
transition from the Capitalist to the Socialist order.

The workers® councils destroy the parliaments or vice versa.

The overthrow of bourgeois democracy and the destruction of
the bourgeois State apparatus is an isolated, violent act.

However, the establishment of the workers’ councils and their
development into organs capable of overthrowing and replacing
the bourgeois democracy cannot be an isolated act.

The workers’ councils must have their beginning from within
the bourgeois democracy itself. Regardless of their titles, their
forms, or their original aims, they will come into being as the
organs which enable the working class to get the best of its organi-
sational cleavage in order to be able to conduct a united struggle
as a d.ass.

It is only through hard and stubborn class struggles that the
workers’ councils will be able to transform the organisational
unity of the working class into an ideological unity, which is a
pre-requisite of its ultimate victory over bourgeois democracy.

Thus, between the bourgeois democracy and the Soviet Re-
public there will necessarily be a period during which the workers’
councils and the bourgeois State will exist side by side struggling
for political power. (Dual government.)

The birth and revolutionary development of the workers’
councils are unparallel with the growth of the proletarian class
struggle, and with the progressive awakening of proletarian class
consciousness. ,

The workers’ councils give expression to the estrangement,
severance, and opposition of the proletarian masses to the bour-
geoisie, and at the same time to their former political leaders
who are closely connected with the bourgeoisie.

The bourgeois-socialist coalition government presents a stage
of the class struggle in which the bourgeoisie is already unable to
dominate directly over the ideology of the proletarian masses,
and in which it is obliged to make use of the Social-Reformists
and Centrists in order to achieve this aim.

During the initial stages of the capitalist crisis the period of
the bourgeois-socialist coalition government seems to be an
inevitable means to arrest the progress of the working class, but
also to disassociate it (by its own experience) from the bourgeois-
democratic illusions.

In connection with this, it is the task of the Communists to
accelerate the establishment of a united proletarian militant front
against the bourgeoisie by continuous criticism of the political
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and social experiences of the masses (gained during the
struggles).

The necessary premise for this is—full freedom of criticism
and propaganda and the unconditional organisational independ-
ence of the C.P.

The Party must only conduct common action with the other
labour parties and organisations as long as this is not detrimental
to the interests of the struggle. The Party must also work for
those partial aims which are in the interests of the wide masses
and are not beyond their present mental development.

During the period in which the independent mass movement
of the proletariat has assumed definite dimensions, and its opposi-
tion to the bourgeoisie and to the labour leaders, allied with the
latter, has become more intense, but in which the majority of
it is not yet ready to break down the framework of the bourgeois,
democratic order, the ‘¢ labour government >> watchword is the
most appropriate means to bring about a new phase of the
emancipation of the proletarian masses from the bourgeoisie,
and to create a new and higher aim for its movement in
the direction of proletarian dictatorship.

The demand for a Labour Government dves not only com-
prise the demand for the severance of the leaders of the Reformist
Labour movement from the bourgeoisie, but above all the
creation of new points d’appui for the proletarian power within
and through the masses themselves, and the destruction of the
powerful points d’appui of the bourgeoisie. The armed pro-
letariat must be a decisive and powerful point d’appui of the
labour movement, and the workers’ (including small peasantry)
and industrial councils must be the chief political foundation of
the latter.

With the support of the armed workers and of the workers’
councils, the Labour Government disarms the bourgeoisie, des-
troys its organisational connections and removes the bourgeois
elements from the State apparatus.

The Labour Government phase corresponds with a series of
economic and financial revolutionary transition measures which
will have to be adapted to the various countries according to
the conditions prevailing in them.

These transition measures formally still correspond to the
bourgeois system of property and production, and with the
bourgeois financial system. In reality, however, they consti-
tute an interference into State affairs by the proletarian State
power in the guise of the Labour Government which limits
the right of disposal of the capitalists over their property and
the capitalists’ profits in the interest and for the advantage of
the proletariat and of the wide working masses.

For Germany and a number of other countries the following
eeonomic transition measures must be taken into consideration :—

(56)



(1) The participation of the State in all capitalists’ big in-
dustries (confiscation of real values) and the application of the
excess profits accruing to the State, in the first instance for the
abolition of the taxation of the wide masses (indirect, travel, and
wages taxes).

(2) The trustificaticn or the syndicalisation of capitalists’
enterprises in which the State is participating, under the active
participation (control) of the economic organs of the workers
and employees (factory committees, trade umions).

ConTrROL OF PRODUCTION

(3) In connection with the above—abolition of bank, manu-
facturing, and business secrets.

(4) State monopoly of food and rationing—also with the
active and decisive participation of the workers’, employees’, and
small peasants’ organs.

(5) State monopoly of foreign trade and banking-—again
under workers’ and employees’ control.

All these transition measures (aithough formally within the
framework of the bourgeocis ownership system) are actually in
strong opposition to the capitalist class interests. Their applica-
tion will require an acute and comprehensive struggle against the
bourgeoisie.  The bitter and systematic resistance of the
bourgeoisie will naturally compel the Labour Government to
transcend in the long run these contradictory half measures,
to replace the partial appropriation of bourgeois property and
the restriction of the capitalist right to dispose of it by the com-
plete abolition of bourgeois ownership of the means of production
(raw material, &c.), and right of disposal.

It will be compelled to take this further step by the inevitable
fact that the capitalists will make use of the remains of their
right of disposal and of their property in order to conduct a
stubborn, inexorable, and spiteful struggle against the economic
system of the Labour Government with the object of disorganising
and sabotaging it.

The capitalists will also make use of all the bourgeois State
institutions still prevailing within the Labour Government, in
order to conduct with their agsistance a political struggle
against it : Parliament, the Courts of Justice, the Army, the
administration, the press, the schools, and the church, &c.

Therefore, the Labour Government will be compelled in the
course of these struggles to abolish (in the interest of self-
preservation) its twofold and contradictory political form, to
break up (also formally) the bourgeois State apparatus and to
make the workers’ councils the bearers of the entire State power.

The temporary co-existence of the bourgeois parliamentary
democracy and of workers’ councils as bodies carrying on a life
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and cCeath struggle, is an inevitable phase during the transition
from bourgeois democracy to proletarian dictatorship.

It is impossible to foretell whether the Labour Government
wiil censtitute the last mest likely phase before the introduction
of the dictatorship of the councils (Soviets), or whether it will
be omitted. It is just as difficult to foretell whether a measure
of State capitalism in the interests of the working class will
constitute a transition phase of considerable duration.

However, this must not prevent the Communists (as long as
the majority of the working class is not yet ready for the immedi-
ate realisation of the Soviet dictatorship and of Socialism) from
taking into consideration consciously and systematically, these
hypothetical phases preceding Soviet dictatorship and Socialism.

Should these phases be omitted owing to the obstinate
resistance of the bourgecisie and the inertia of its social demo-
cratic lackeys—woe to the bourgeoisie !

CHAPTER 111

THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE CaprtarList Economic SYSTEM
INTO THE SocIiALIST EcoNomic SYSTEM

27. The inter-dependence of the world economic system,
which developed under capitalism, appears tol the capitalist
world, which has forcibly dislocated it, in the shape of the
deterioration of the forces of production.

The capitalist form of appropriation is not any longer in
harmony with the world economic forms of production.

The Socialist economic system alone is able to do away with
this anomaly, and to transform the economic system of the world
into a systematic and harmonious whole. It is self-evident that
a perfect Socialist economic system can be only carried through
on a world scale. i

A Socialist economic system in capitalist surroundings must
bring many sacrifices and must submit to many limitations
owing to these surroundings.

However, it is also self-evident that the proletariat, after
assuming power in one or several capitalist States, cannot wait
with the introduction of Socialist measures until the entire re-
maining part of the world has shaken off the yoke of the
beurgeoisie.

The limits and sacrifices imposed on Socialist construction
by the capitalist surroundings, will grow less as the proletariat
extends the area of its domination and strengthens its forces
of preduction.

However, the proletariat, having obtained political power,
must begin at once to introduce measures leading to the realis-
ation of Socialism.
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It can retain its power in the continuous open or disguised
struggle against the forces of the decaying bourgeoisie by de-
priving the latter immediately and relentlessly of its economic
weapons which are the last and the strongest foundation of its
political power.

It must, in the first instance, take measures for the removal
of the debris which the collapsing capitalist economic system
and the bankrupt financial system of the bourgeois State have
left behind them.

It is absoclutely necessary :—

To repudiate the national debt, as well as the war loans,
with the exception of subscriptions, the amount of which is to
fixed by the State.

Another measure (if it has been omitted by the bourgeois
Republic) is : the confiscation of the fortunes and incomes of the
reigning houses for the benefit of the community.

The proletarian State cannot (on principle) recognise any
debts to foreign countries, war indemnities, &c., of the bourgeois
State, which it has replaced. It must inevitably aim at the
repudiation of all the foreign obligations.

However, the extent in which this aim can be achieved will
depend on the state of the bourgeois and proletarian forces
outside its frontiers.

The first steps which the C.P. demands for the construction
of the Socialist economic order are as follows :—

(1) The expropriation of the land of all the big and medium
estates, the formation of Socialist agricultural co-operative
sccieties and of large agricultural enterprises under a umited
control management within the State, the division of the big
estates on which the work is done by small holders.

The small peasant farms remain in the possession of their
present owners until their voluntary association with the Socialist
co-cperatives.

(2) The expropriation of the mines, foundries, banks and
all big industrial concerns and traffic enterprises. A centralised,
uniform, economic system. State monopoly of foreign trade.

(8) The amalgamation of the small industrial concerns into
autonomous co-operative sccieties.

(4) Universal cbligatory labour.

State maintenance of those unable to work (children, old
people, invalids, &ec.), and of the unemployed. ’

The transformation of the capitalist into a Socialist economic
system necessitates a transformation of working-class morals andg
labour discipline.  Veoluntary Socialist Labour discipline takes
the place of the capitalist compulsory discipline. It becomes
the duty of the workers themselves and of the organs within the
factory and the workers’ qtate elected by themselves, to enforce
this discipline.
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With the disappearance of the capitalist exploiters, and
ithe transference of the factories, mines, big agricultural concerns,
&e., to the workers and to the workers’ State, the former methods
of struggle of the workers against capitalist exploitation (strikes,
passive resistance, &c.), lose their raison d’étre.  Henceforth
these forms of struggle become attacks against the workers’ State
itself. They only retain their significance in the case of those
industries which the Soviet State has still left in the hands of
the capitalist employer. The Soviet State is obliged to interfere
in favour of the workers in all conflicts between workers and
~apitalist employers.,

With the disappearance of the capitalist system, the role of
the trade unions changes completely. From being organs of
cconomic struggle and revolutionary changes they became im-
vortant and prominent executive organs of the Socialist economic
system. With this aim in view, they must transform themselves
from vocational and industrial unions into unions of production.
They must be represented in all the economic organs of the State.

The consumers’ and producers’ co-operative societies are in-
corporated into the Socialist economic system. They become
State organs for distribution and production.

28. As the proletarian dictatorship gradually achieves its
aims, breaks down the resistance of the bourgeoisie, makes
Socialism a reality, and thus abolishes class distinctions, it
renders superfluous its organs of suppression, viz : the proletarian
State which represents the final form of Government.

The State gradually disappears.

Socialist society which was necessarily tainted with the
economic, moral, and spiritual ideas of the old social order, gets
rid of the last vestige of those ideas. It transforms itself into
the Communist social order.

The obsolete State is replaced by social management, the basis
of which is a type of human being with a completely new
mentality.

CHAPTER 1V
INTERNATIONAL TASKS

29. The conquest and maintenance of political power depends
in all their stages largely on the international co-operation of
the working class with the nationalities oppressed by the capitalist
yoke. The united C.P. which has constituted itself into the C.I.,
represents consciously and systematically the international unity
of the proletarian struggle for emancipation. In all the struggles
for emancipation which arise within national frontiers, the C.I.
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stands up for the joint interests of the world proletariat. The
interests of the international revolution transcend those of the
national revelutions. The C.I. is the home of all the exploited
and oppressed classes and nations. The C.P. of Germany is
incorporated into the C.I. as a section of the revolu-
ticnary world power.  The C.I. unites all the revolutionary
forces of the working class and of the oppressed peoples for the
defence of the already existing proletarian States, for the
common class struggle on an international scale, for the con-
quest of the political power of the proletariat in the capitalist
countries, for the liberation of the colonial and semi-colonial
countries from imperialist enslavement and oppression, for the
revolutionary struggle against the imperialist war, and for the
repudiation of the imperialist peace treaties.

The aims of the C.I. is the world federation of Soviet
Republics.

The C.I. will lead oppressed humanity out of the ruln, the
chaci, and the sanguinary barbarism of the collapsing capitalist
world. It is a question of clearing away a world of ruins, of
conquering a world of enemies, and of constructing a new world.

Proletarians and oppressed pecples of all countries unite and
rally around the banner of the Communist International.
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Draft Programme of the
Communist Party of Bulgaria

(SEcTION OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL)

MPERIALISM and the great imperialist war led to a pro-
I found econcmic, social, and political crisis in capitalist society.

They opened the epoch of the proletarian revolution, whose
act was the victorious revolution of the Russian proletariat.

Capitalism is impotent to find a way out of this crisis. The
chaos in production and commerce grows ever more hopeless
and attains utterly unprecedented dimensions. The poverty and
wretchedness of the proletariat and the lower middle class, who
comprise the enormous majority of the population, are increasing
at a terrible rate. The hostility between the great imperialist
States is becoming intensified, so that the danger of a fresh im-
perialist war, involving ever greater dangers to mankind than
the previous one, grows more and more imminent. The class
conflicts, in which larger and larger numbers of the workers
become involved, are being intensified to the pitch of one civil
war. The foundation of capitalism is crumbling. In its fall
the capitalist system threatens to bury the nations beneath its
ruins, to thrust them into barbarism and to dcom them to
degeneration and to death. The only issue for humanity from
the abyss is through the victory of the proletarian world revolu-
tion. Material and social conditions are ripe for this victory.
The task of the C.P.B. of all lands is to organise the workers
and the lower middle class for the struggle to lead them to battle,
in order to prepare, to hasten and to ensure the victory of the
revolution, the overthrow of capitalism, and the realisation of
Communist society.

Tn the Balkans and in Bulgaria, the nationalist policy of
conquest of the Balkan bourgeoisie, co-operating with the
interests and rivalries of the wvarious dynasties, and with the
machinations of the imperialist bourgeoisie of Europe, have led
to wars of which the end has not yet come. Thereby the
Balkan peoples have been almost completely ruined, and have
been subjected to a new economic and political yoke, that of
Entente imperialism. Notwithstanding certain temporary and
apparent successes in some of the Balkan lands, there has ensued
an inevitable bankruptey of the nationalist policy of the Balkan
bourgeoisie, and thereby the basis of their domination has been
underm’ned. The economic, sceial, and cultural development
of the Balkan peoples has been completely arrested by the decay
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of domestic capitalism and by the foreign imperialist hegemony.
The fearful devastation of the country and the poverty of the
masses of the workers, has simultaneously given an impetus to
the struggle of the workers and the lesser peasant. The tide of
the proletarian revolution in the Balkans, the revolution that is
destined to break the chains of the social and national sub-
jugations of the Balkan peoples and the Bulgarian nation, is now
rising.

The general crisis in the capitalist world and in the Balkans,
intensified in Bulgaria, as in all the defeated countries, by the
colossal war indemnities, imposes upon the C.P. of Bulgaria an
immediate task. It is to organise the proletariat and the lower
middle class for the decisive mass struggle against exploitation,
poverty, and degeneration, and to pave the way for the ap-
proaching victory of the proletarian revclution in the Balkans
and in Bulgaria.

The cause of the widespread and intense crisis and of the
decay of capitalism and also the material condtions which will
bring about the victory of the proletarian world revolution, are
intrinsic in capitalist society. The C.P., in determining its
aims, starts with a precise analysis of capitalist production and of
its latest imperialist phase. Capitalism develops by way of the
destruction of petty industry and petty agriculture. The inde-
pendent artisans and the small holders suffer more and more
from capitalist competition until, ruined, they join the ranks of
the C.P. Those amcng them who continue to maintain their
private proprietary rights, become dependent none the less
upon the urban traders or upon the bankers or upon the
village usurers, so that their working conditions grow
continually worse, and greater sacrifices are forced upon them
while the small producers are thus being proletarianised, and
while the poverty of the petty owners in the towns and the
villages is rapidly increasing, fthe means of produgtion are
passing into the hands of an ever small number of capitalists.
The centralisation of capital and the concentration of the means
of production becomes increasingly marked. Large-scale
capitalist production makes inexcrable progress.

The characteristic feature of capitalist production is that the
means of production pass into the hands of a numerically small
class the bourgeoisie. The preponderant masses of society,
consisting of the workers and the semi-proletarian small pro-
ducers, are compelled, in order to secure a livelihood, to sell their
labour power to the capitalists and to submit to exploitation
by the latter. The basis of capitalist production is surplus
value or the unpaid labour of the workers. The aim of capitalist
preduction is profit. The application of machinery to the work
of production, and the various technical advances which increase
the productivity of labour and swell the total of commodities
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to an amazing extent, are of advantage only to the capitalists
and to the poissessing classes. As far as the workers are con-
cerned, these changes merely increase their dependence and
intensify their exploitation by capital.

The development of capitalist production increases the number
of the workers employed in production, involves the women
and children in the task of production, creates a reserve army
of labour, and thereby increases yet further the exploitation
of the proletariat. In times of economic crisis, unemployment
(which is a perpetual accompaniment of capitalist production
and a terrible curse to the workers), assumes vast proportions.

The anarchy of capitalist production, in which everycne pro-
duces without considering the needs of the market, and without
any possibility of considering these needs, the competition between
the capitalists within each country and between the capitalist
groups of various lands, the enormous increase in the amount
of commodities, and the intensified exploitation of the worker
and of the lower middle class—give rise to periodically recurring
econcmic crises which are accompanied by widespread unemploy-
ment and terrible poverty for the working masses. During these
crises, when millions of unemployed workers tramp the streets—
idle because they have produced too much, and because the
capitalist warehouses are gorged with commodities—the insoluble
contradiction of capitalist society grow plain to the most
superficial observer.

In this way, every advance in the evolution of capitalism,
every perfection of machinery, and every achievement of
technical progress, leads, not to an increase in the well-being of
society, but merely to an expansion of the wealth of the
privileged minority which controls the means of production
and distribution.  Simultanecusly, the misery of the great
majority of the population grows ever more intense. The con-
trast between the classes becomes more conspicuous, the gulf
between the bourgecisie and the proletariat, between the possess-
ing class and the working class widens; day by day, unemploy-
ment, uncertainty as to the future, deprivation ameng the masses
of the population, increase with giant strides.

Concurrently with this accentuation of class contrasts, the
civil war between exploiters and exploited, between the bour-
gecisie on the one hand, and the proletariat and semi-proletariat
producers on the other, grows more acute. The number of the
fighting workers increases; their organisation, their discipline,
and their class consciousness are improved. There also ensues
an increase in the number of those belonging to the lower middle
class which are willing to fight under the working class banner.
The strength of those who fight for the aims of the working
class, and the day cf the final overthrow of the capitalist
regime approaches. At the same time, the technique of produc-
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