




















they pos,ses,sed at the time of bourgeois democracy a.nd 
mentarism, at the same time abolishes all the negative 
featur·es. of parliamentarism especially the of legisla­
tive a.nd executive authorities, the isolation of the government 
iMti,tutionsi from the massets, &c. 

In Soviet Russia,, not a territorial district, but a. 
unit (a factory, mill), forms the electoral unit and the unit of 
the State. The State apparatus is thus connected with the 
masGes. 

The aim of the pa,r,ty oonsists in endeavouring to bring the 
government apparatus into c1oser conta,ct with the masse:3, for 
the purpose of democmcy mor'e fu:lJy and strictly in 
practice by making Government officials responsible to, and 
placing them under the control of, the masses. 

(6) The Soviet Government includes in its organs, the Soviets, 
workmen and soMiers, on a ba,sis of equality a.nd 
unity of interests, whereas bourgeois democracy, in spite of all 
it,s, transformed the army into an instrument of the 
wealthy classes., separated it from the ma,sse!3,, and set it against 
them, destroying or depriving the soldiers of any opportunity 
of exercising political rights. The aim of the party is to 
defend and to this unity of the workmen and soldiers 
in the Soviets, and to strengthen the connection 
between the armed forces and the orga.nisations of the 
ta,riat and semi-pmletariat. 

7. The urban proletariat being the more concentrated, united, 
and educated section of the working class hardened in battle, 
played the part of leader in revolution. This was evidenced 
while the Soviets were being created, as well as in the course of 
development of the Soviets into· organs of authority. Our Soviet 
constitution I'eflects that in certain privileges it confers upon the 
industrial proletaria1t in comparison with the more scattered 
petty bourgeois mass in the village. 

The Russian Communist Party explaining the teinpor,ary 
character of those ptivileges, which are historically connected 
with the difficulties of Socialist organisation of the village, must 
try undeviatingly and systematically to take advantage of the 
position of the industrial pwletariat in order closer to unite the 
backward and the scattered mass,es of the village proletarians 
and semi-proletarians as well as the middle-class peasantry, as a 
counter-balance to the close corporation and narrow craft in­
terests which were fostered by capitalism amongst the workmen. 

8. The pmletarian revo:ution owing to the Soviet organisation 
of the State was able at one stroke fina,!ly to destroy the old 
bourgeois, official, and judicial State apparatus. The compara­
tively low standard of culture of the masses, the absence of 
nee:essary experience in State administration on the part of 
responsible workers who are elected by the masses, the pressing 
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necessity owing to the critical position tor engaging specialists 
of the old school, and the calling up to military service of the 
more advanced section of city workmen-all this led to the partial 
revival of bureaucracy within the Soviet State. 

The Russian COmmunist Party carrying on a resolute struggle 
with bureaucracy suggests the following measures for overcoming 
this evil:-

(1) Every member of the Soviet is obliged! to perform a 
certain duty in State administration. 

(2) These duties must change in rotation, so as to gradually 
embrace all branches of administrative work. 

(3) AU the working masses., without exception, must be 
gradually induced to take part in the work of Sta.te administra­
tion. 

The complete rea.lisation of these measures will carry us in 
advance of the Paris commune, and the simplification of the work 
of administration, together with the raising of the level of culture 
of the masses, will eventually lead to the abolition of the State. 

NATIONAL RELATIONS 

9. The Russian COmmnnist Party with reference to the 
national question is guided by the following theses :-

(1) The principal aim is to bring into closer connection the 
proletarians and semi-prolert.arians of different natiolllalities for 
the purpose of carrying on a general struggle for the overthrow 
of the landlords and the bourgeoisie. 

(2) In order to remove mistrust on the part of the working 
masses of the oppressed countries towards. the proletariat of those 
States which formerly oppressed them, it is necessary to abo.Jish 
all privileges of any national group, to proclaim the flllllest 
equality of all nationalities, and to recognise the rights of colonies 
and oppressed nations to separation. 

(3) For the same purpose, as a temporary measure towards 
a.chieving the unity of nations, the party suggests a federative 
combination of all States organised on the Soviet bas•is. 

The Russian Communist Party regards the question as to 
which class expresses the desire of a nation for separa.tion from an 
historical class point of view, taking into consideration the level 
of historic development of the nation, i.e., wliether the nation is 
passing from medievalism towards bourgeois democracy or from 
bourgeois democracy towards Soviet or proletarian democracy, 
&c. 

In any case, particular care and attention must be exercised 
by the proletarian of the oppressing nations towards the pre­
living national feelings of the working masses of the oppressed 
nations, or nations which are limited in their rights. Only by 
such a policy is it possible to create favourable conditions for a 
voluntary and real unity of different national elements of the 
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international proletariat, as has been proved by the combination 
of different national Soviet republics' with Soviet Russia. 

MILITARY AFFAIRS 

10. The aims of the party with reference to military matters 
can be expressed by the following fundamental theses :-· 

(1) In the period when imperialism is decaying and civil war 
is spreading, it is possible neither to retain the oi!d army nor to 
construct a new one on a national and non-class, basis. The Red 
Army, as the instrument of the proletarian dictatorship, is com­
pelled to have an undi:s:guised class character, i.e., its, ranks 
muSit be filled exclusively with proletarians and semi-proletarian 
sections of the peasantry. Only with the abolition of classes 
will this kind of army be transformed into a national socialist 
militia. 

(2) All proletarians and semi-proletarians must undergo a 
course of military training. Military training must be introduced 
into schools. 

(3) The work of military training and the education of the 
Red Army is conducted on the basis of class, solidarity and 
socialist education. Therefore, political-commissaries chos.en 
from devoted and trustworthy Communists are as neces10a1ry as 
military officials, and Communist groups must be organised in all 
sections· of the army in order to establish class conscious 
lliscipHne and an intellectual link with the party. 

(4) As a counter-balance to. the old order of things in the 
army, the following ·changes are necessary : shorter periods of 
barrack training, barracks to be nearer to the type of military 
and military-political schools, closer connection between military 
formations and mills, facto:ries, trade unions, and organisations 
of the poorest pe:asantry. 

( 5) Only officers corps drawn at first from the lower ranks 
and from amongst class-conscious workmen and peasants can 
add the necessa,ry organisation and stability to the young revolu­
tionary army. Therefore, one of the principal aims in the con­
struction of the army is the training of the most energetic and 
capable soldiers devoted to the cause of Socialism to be ab!e to 
perform the duties of commanders. 

( 6) It is necessary to make use of and adopt on a wide scale 
the practic.al and the technical experience of the last world war. 
In connection with this it is necessary to attract mJiitary special­
ists who have gone through the training of the old army for the 
organis1ation of the army and for conducting military operations,. 
At the same time this attraction of military specialists must be 
done on condition that political guidance and full control over 
military officials is concentrated in the hands of the working 
class. 
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( 7) The demand that the military command should be 
elective had great significance with reference to the bourgeois 
army where the military command were chos.en and trained to 
become an instrument of class oppress :On of soldiers, and 
through them of the working masses. This demand has no 
significance with reference to the Red Army composed of class­
conS'cious workmen and peasantry. The possibility of contriv­
ing the election and appointment of the military command of 
the revolutionary class-consdous Red Army is dicta,ted exclu­
sively by practical consideration and depends upon the standard 
of organis,ation attained, the degree of solidarity of the parts 
of the army, and the .effective force of the command, &c . 

• JURISPRUDENCE 

11. Proletarian democracy, taking power into its own hands 
and finally abolishing the organs of domination of the bourgeoisie 
-the former courts of justice-has replaced the formula of bour­
geo·is democracy : 'judges elected by the people,' by t.he class 
watchword : 'the judges must be elected from the working 
masses and only by the working class.' 

In order to induce the broad masses of the proletariat and 
the peasantry to take part in the administration of justice, a 
bench of jury-judges sitting in rotation under the guidance of a 
permanent judge is introduced and various labour organisations 
and trade unions must impanel their delegates. 

The Soviet Government ha,s replaced the former endless 
series of courts of justice with their various grades by a. very 
simplified, uniform system of people's courts accessible to the 
population and devoid of useless delay. 

The Soviet Government, abolishing all the laws of the over­
thmwn Governments, commiss]oned the judges elected by the 
Soviets to carry out the will of the proletariat in compliance with 
its decrees and in cases of absence or incompleteness of decrees 
to be guided by Socialist conscience. 

Constructed on such a basis, the courts of justice have 
already led to a fundamental altei·ation of the character of 
punishment, introducing conditional verdicts on a wide scale, 
applying public censure as a. form of punishment, replacing 
imprisonment by obligatory labour with the retention 'of free­
dom, reformation in tribunals, institutions and applying the 
principle of 'Comrade TribunaJs' (tribunals selected from an 
accused person's fellow workers). 

The Russian Communist Party, in order to assist the further 
development of the courts of justice on these lines, w~l try its 
utmost to induce all workmen without exception to perform 
judicial duties and finally strive to substitute the system of 
punishment by edueational measures. 
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PUBLIC EDUCATION 

12. The Russian Communist Party in the sphere of education 
considers its task to bring to fulfilment the work hegrm after the 
October Revolution, 1917, which consists in transforming the 
school from being the instrument of the domination of the bour­
geoisie into an instrument for the abolition of the class division 
of society, into an instrument for a Communist regeneration of 
society. 

In the period of dictatorship of the proletariat, i.e., in the 
period when conditions suitable for the realisation of Communi,sm 
are created, the school must be not only the oonducto·r of Com­
munist principles, but become the conductor of intellectual, 
organisational, and educational influences of the proletariat to 
the semi-proletariat and non-proletariat sections of the working 
masses, in order to educate a generation capable of establishing 
Communism. The immediate aim in this directinn is at the 
present time the further development of the following basis of 
the school and educational work which was already established 
by the Soviet Government. 

( 1) The introduction of free and compulsory general and 
technical education (instruction in the theory and practi,ce of the 
principal branches of production) for all children of both sexes 
up to the age of 17. 

(2) The foundation of a system of pre-school institutions : 
creches, kindergartens, homes, &c. This would improve the 
social development of women and assist their emancipation. 

(3) Full realisation of principles of a uniform industrial 
s.chool with co-education for children of both sexes, free from 
religious influence; a school where tuition is closely connected 
with socially useful labour and which prepares accomplished 
members of a Communist society. 

( 4) The supply of all pupHs with food, clothes, boots, and 
school a~ppliances at the cost orf the Stat.e. 

(5) The preparation of a new class of teachers who are 
imbued with the ideas of Communism. 

( 6) To induce the working masses to take an active part in 
educational work (the development of 'councils of public edUiCa­
tion,' mobHisation of educated people, &c.). 

(7) General State assistance of self-education and an intel­
lectual development of workers and peasants (creation of a 
system of institutions for out of school education such as 
libraries, adult schbols, people's palaces:~ and :universit1es, 
courses of lectures, cinemas, .studies, &c.). 

(8) Spreading on a large seale of professional education for 
persons from the age of 17 in eonnection with technical know­
ledge. 

(9) To make all universities accessible to. all desiring study, 
particularly for the workman: to attract all peOJ?le able to 
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lecture to become instructors in these universities, to abolish 
all artificial barriers standing in the· way of young scientists 
reaching professional chairs : financial support of students in 
order to offer the proletarians and the peasants the fullest 
opportunity to take advantage of the universitie'S•. 

(10) To: open and make accessible to· the working c.1asses alJ 
the art trea.sums whic:h were crealted by the exploitation of 
their la;bour and which were formerly a.t the exclUJs·ive dispo!!al 
of the exploiters·. 

( 11) To develop the propaganda of Communist ideas on a 
wide scaJe and for that purpose of taking advanJtage of the 
State means and appa~atuJs .. 

RELIGION 

13. With reference to religion, the Russian CO·:mmunist Party 
dues not content itself with the already declared separation 
of church from State, i.e., measurers which are one· of the items 

·of the programme of b1.mi'geois democracy, which was, however, 
never fuJ.filled owing to many and various ties binding capital 
with religioiUs propaganda. 

The Russ·i.an COmmunist Pa,rty is guided by the· convict:on 
that only the realisation of elMs conscioUJS and systematic social 
and economic a,cti'vity of the masses: wiU lead to the disappear­
ance of religious prejudices.. The a:m of the party is final•ly 
to destroy the ties between the exploiting clas!ses and onganisa­
tions for religiotuJs; propa.ganda, at the same time helping the 
WOTking das,s to actua.Uy liberate its mind from religious super­
st~tion:s, and organising on a wide scaJe secu[ar and anti­
theologicaJ propaganda,. It is, however, neces•sary to carefuJlly 
avoid offending the religious susceptibilities of beHevers which 
leads only :to the strengthening of religious fanaJticiJsm. 

EcoNOMICS 

14. (1) Undeviatingly to continue and finally to realise the ex­
propriation of the boul'geoi•sie which was: begnn and which has 
all'ea.dy largely completed, the transforming of aJl mea.ns• of pro­
ductio>n and exchange into1 the properly of the SOIViet Republic, 
i.e., the commorn property o{ aU the wo,rking mas·sel3. 

(2) A1l possible increase· of the productive forces' of the 
country must be colns[de!'ed the fnndamentaJ and pl'incipal poQnts 
upon which the economic policy of the Soviet Gmoemment i·s 
based, in view of the disorgarnisation of the country, everything 
in other sphere•s of life must be subjugated to the practicaJ aim 
immediately and at all costs to increase the quantity of products 
required by the population. The producthnity of labour in every 
Soviet institution connected with public economy mU!st be gauged 
by the practica~l results in thi's' direction. 
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At the same t~me it is necessary in the first place to pay 
attention to the foUowing :-

(3) The decaying imperialist system of economy left to the 
Soviet State an inheritance of chaos in the ol1gan~s,a.tion and 
management of product:on which hampered it in the first period 
of construction. The more· ·imperative therefore become's' the 
fundamental task of concentrating all the economic activity of 
the country ac·co·ming to a general State plan : the greatest con­
centration of production for the purp01se of amalgamating it in 
the most productive units, and for the purpose of mpidity in 
car:rymg out economic achievementsr, the most efficient arrange­
ment of the productive apparatus and a ra.tional and economical 
utiHs:ation of all ma/terial resources of the corunrbry. 

It is nercessary to extend economic co-operation and political 
ties with other nations, and try at the same time tor esrta,bL:,sh 
a general economic plan with those which have already adopted 
the Soviet system of construction. 

(4) It is neces·s'ary .to utilise petty and handic:raft industry to 
the widest extent by placing Government orderrs with handi­
craftsmen; to indude handicraft and petty industry into the 
general 1sc:heme o:f supplying raw ma,terials and fure1, as weH as 
financial assi·stance on cnndit.ion that individual handicraftsmen, 
hanrucraft associations,, prolductive 001-operative societies and 
small enterprilses, will amalgamate into< large productive and in­
dustrial units; to encourage such amalgamations by offering 
them economic privileges, wlhich together with olther mearsiUires 
are aimed at defeatiDg the aspirations of the handicraftsmen 
to become small manufacturers and thws painlessly replace the 
backward forms of production by a higher, large machine indUJStry. 

(5) The organising apparatus of socialised industry must first 
of all rest upon the trade unions. The latter mllist free rthem­
selves from their na,rrorw guild ourtlook and transform themselves 
into large productive combinations, which will unite the majority, 
and final!ly the whole of the workmen of a certain branch of 
production. 

Trade unions' being ailready, acrcoming to the laws of the 
Soviet RepUJblic, and esrtahlislhed by practice, patrticipants in 
all local and centraJ apparatus managing indUJstry, mUJSt actuaHy 
concentraJte in. their hands the management of the who~e system 
of pubJi:c economy as an economic unit. The trade unions, 

. fhua securing an indissolurble union between the central 
Stalte administration, public system of economy, and the 
mas:ses of the workmen, must induce the latter to take 
part in the immediate management; of production. The partici­
pation of trade nnionsr in the management of prodUiction and 
the wttraction by them of the w:o!rking masse1s is., moreover, 
the principal means to carry on a ,struggle against bureaucracy 
in the economic apparartus of the Soviet and affords th~ 
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opportwnity of establishing a really democratic control over the 
results, of producbon. 

(G) Maximum utilisation o,f all labour power existing in the 
State, its regular distribution and re-distribution among var:ous 
territorial regions as: well as among1;;t various branches of produc­
t~on is necessary 'for the systematic development of pub~'ic 
economy and must be the :mmediate a:im in the economic policy 
of the Sovi~ct Government. This aim can be atta1ined in clols,est 
co-operation with the trade unions,. For the purpose of per­
forming certain wcia;l duties, a general mobilisation of a:H those 
capable of workng must be canied out by the Soviet Govern­
ment, aided by the trade unions on a much wider scale and more 
systematica,Uy than has been done hitherto. 

(7) Under circumstances of the comp~erte disorganisation of 
the capitalist system of labour, the productive forces of the 
country can be restored and developed and a socia!l 1system of 
pwduction strengthemd only on .the basis of the d~scip:line of 
workmen, maximum aetivity en their part, responsibility and 
st1'ictest mutual contml over the productivity of labour. 

Per:3istcnt systematic effort directed to' the educart:on of the 
working masses is neces,sary to attain this aim. 1lhis work 
is now made easier as the ma/sse:s in rca.lity see the aboliit:on 
of capita.lists, landowners, and merchants:, and from their orwn 
cxper,ience draw the conclwsion .that the standard of tJhe~r 
pwsperity depends entire~ly upon the productivity of their 
labour. 

The t~rade unions play the principal part in the work directed 
to the establishment of a new social discip~ine. The latter 
sevn ing wi,th old connecbons mU/st put into practice and try 
various measures, such as the establishment of control, establish­
ing standard of pmductio:n, the introduction of relsrponsibility of 
the workmen before special labour tribunals, &c., for the 
realisation of .this aim. 

(H) Moreover, for the development of the productive forces 
the immediate wide and full utilisation of all specialists in science 
and technique lc,£t to us by capitaBsm is nec~ess'a,ry in spite of 
the fact that the latter are imbued with bourgeo:s ideas and 
habits. The party considers that the period of sharp struggle 
with this section owirrg to. organised sabotage on their part is 
ended as the sabotage is subdued. The party in closest contact 
with the trade unions wiH follow its former l:ne of ae'ition, i.e., 
nn one hand will make no p01litical conc·elssions to t:hi.s1 bourgeoi:s 
section and merei:lessly suppress any counter-revolutionary 
atltempt on its part, and en the other hand will carry on a 
merciless struggLe aga:inst the pseudo-radical, but in reaJity, 
ignorant and conceited opini'On that the working clalss can ovcer­
come capita:lism and the bourgeois order withourt the aid of 
bourgeoi,s specialists or taking advantage of their kno1wledge 
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without passing together with them through a thorough ·srchooling 
of hard w01rk. 

While s'triving towards •equal remuneration of la.bou1r and to 
realise Communism. the So·viet Government does not regard the 
immediate maEsati10n of such equality possibJe at the nwment, 
when only the fir:st steps a11e being taken towards replacing 
capitalism by Communism. It is, therefore, necessary to 
maintain a hi'gher remuneration for specia.li,sts in order that they 
should work nort worse, bUJt better than before and for that 
purpose it is1 not w~e to abolish the system of bonus.es, for the 
most su,ceess.fllll, particularly for worrk of organisatiou. 

To the same deg·J.1ee, it is necessary to place the bou11g•eori·s 
experts in comradely mlartions, with generail labour, worrking 
hand in hand with the masses' of average workers led by c~ass 
conscious ·COmmunists and thus to assist the mutua[ understand­
ing and unity between physical and intellectual workers formerly 
separated by capitalism. 

(9) The Soviet Government has already adopted a number of 
measures direc•ted to the devclopment of srcience and for bringing 
it into closer contact with production, viz., the creation of a 
number of new sde:ntific institutions, laboratories:, stations for 
research purpos.es,, experimenta~ pmduction in orrder to verify 
ne'w technica.l methodsr, improvements and ·inventions, takir:ng 
stock of and organising a.N scientific forcel3. Trhe Russian 
Communist Pa.rty suppD'rting aJl these measures, striversr to attain 
their further development and to create more favourable 
conditions forr scienti.fic WJOrrk in j,tfs eonnec<tiJOn with the increase 
of the productive fo:rces of the country. 

AGRICULTURE. RURAL EcONOMY 

15. The Soviet Government, reaJising the complete abolition 
of pri.vate property in land, has: already begun ito carry out 
a series of measures dir~cted to the organisation of socia[ist 
ag·riculture' on a wide sea:le. The principal measures are as 
fo.11ows : I. The es1tahlishment of Soviet farms, i.e., large 
sociaJist e·coDIOmies. 2. Assistance to socieities as' well as friendly 
as.sociations for socia,l ~and cultivation. 3. Organis,a.tion by the 
state of the cuHivation of all uncultivated. land irre·spect,jye of to 
whom it bclongs. 4. State mobilisation of aH agricultural forces 
for the purpose of taking morst energetic measure~ to illJCrease 
agricu1tural productivity. 5. The support of agricultural} 
communesr as vo]unta,ry associat'10ns of a;gricultUJlraJ labourers 
for the purpose of conducting a general syrsrtem orf econ,omy 001 a 
large S'ca:le. 

The Rurssia,n Communis1t Party, conside~ring a.lJ these measures 
as the only way towards the abso.Lutely indispensable increa,se 
QJf productivity of a.gricultura:llabour, ·stvives to extend them to 
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the more backward regions orf the colJIIltry, and a,s fUJrther steps 
in this, directim, the RUJssian Communist Party particulanly 
supports:-

( 1) AU possible encoUJragement by the State of agrilcultura,l 
co-operrutive societies engaged in the prodUJCtion of agricuJtura.l 
produce. 

(2) The introduction orf a sy;stem of melioration o1n a1 wide 
scale. 

(3) 'I1he sy,stematic supply on a w'.:de scale orf agricultUJral 
implements! through 'special hi:ring offices to the poo~est and the 
middle-cla,s·s peasantry. 

The Russian Communist Party, taking into conSiideration that 
the petty system of agriculture wiM last for a considerable time 
yet, strives1 to carry o111t a' ,Sier.:es orf meaJsUJres directed to the 
increase of productivity of agriculture. The measures are : I. The 
regulation orf the exp!oitation of land by the peasants ( aJbollition 
of scaUer,ed fields, &c.). 2. The supply to the peasantry orf 
improved seeds and artificial maJUure. 3. The improvement of 
the breed of cattle. 4. The spreading of a:gric,ultural s!Cience. 
5. Agricultural aid to the peasantry. 6. The repair of peasants' 
agricultUJral implements in Soviet workshops. 7. The es,tablish­
ment of hiring stnres, experimental s.trutions1, exhibition fields,, 
&c. 8. The improvement of rural land. 

16. The opposition between the town and the villlage is one 
of the chjef cause's' of economic and culturaJ ba,ckwardness of the 
viJ.lage. In periods of S~erilous' crisis' ,sil.lleih as the presen,t, this 
opposition places the town and village before the immediate 
danger orf degeneration and destruction. The RU!Ssian 
COmmunts:t Party ,gees in the abolition of this orppOIS1it:ion one of 
the principal tasks of Communist oons,truction, and amongst 
other measures considers essential the systematic attraction of 
industriaJl workmen to COmmunist construction in agri1cuJture, 
and greater activity on the part orf the aLready established 
'Workmen's Co-operative Committee.' &c. 

17. The Russian Communis:t Party in its work in the \'itlage, 
as formerly, looks for support to1 the proJetarian- and semi­
proJeta,rian section of it, and in the fi·rst place ollgani,ses thi:s 
section into a,n independent force, ereating party c'..Jrcles' in the 
village, organils:ations of the ru:ra1l poor, special types' of trade 
unions of village pmletarian:s, and semi-proletaria1111S', and so on, 
bringing them into closer contact with the urban: proletarians, 
bee.:ng them from the influence of the: rural bou:rgeo[sie and tihe 
intevests of sma:H property holdens. 

The relation of the Russian COmmunist Party to!WardJs, tthe 
r_ural bofUJrgeoisie is one of carrying on a resolu,te stru:ggle against 
their attempts at exploitatiton, and determination to' suprpres:s 
their resistance to the Soviet policy. 
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The poi:,Cy of the Ru~s·ian Communist Pa1rty with reference 
to the middle-class• peasantry consists in gradually and syste­
matically attracting it to the work of SociaHstic construction. The 
party's aim is to separate this section from the rural bourgeoisie, 
by giving consideration to its needs, to bfling it over to the side o:f 
the proletariat, to struggle against its backwardness by means of 
education and by no means by sUippre~s~on, in aM cases where the 
vital interests of this, section are involved to come :to an agreement 
with it, and making conces.sions to1 it on questiollllsl .referring to 
methods of realising Social~st reorganis.ation. 

DISTRIBUTION 

18. In the sphere of distribution, the task of the Soviet 
Government at the present time is undeviatingly to• rep~.ace 
private trade by a 1systematic distrib111tion of products on a 
national scale. The aim £s to organi1s1e the populatwn into a. 
un~form network of consl1Illers' communes which wHl be able 
with the greatest rapidity, systematicaHy, eoonomicrully, and 
with the least expenditu11e of labour to• distriburte aH neceSi.>ary. 
products., strictly centralising the apparatus for distr~bution. 

The already existing general and wo~kmen's co-oper!lltive 
societies, which is one of the largest organisatwns of consumers 
and which the de.velopment of capitrulism has made a, most 
proficient apparatus for distrubutwn on a laT'ge scale, will become 
the bwsis oil' the communes of consumer1s. 

The Russian Communist Parity, considering more correct on 
princip!e t,he further development of the Communist co-operative 
apparatus and not its abolition, must 'systematicaHy continue its 
policy : to• make the work in co-operative societies obligatory 
for rull members of the party, to conduct them with the aid of 
trade unions on a Communist basis, to develOp amorngst the 
wo•rkers in co'-Orpt'Jrative 'societies initialtive and discipline, to strive 
towards securing that the whole population belong to co-operative 
societies, combined into one CO'-Operative embracing all Soviet 
Russia, and finally-and most essentially-to soou:ring that the 
influence o•f the prollet!llriat on other section1s of the working c~ass 
should always prevail, and the introdUICtion of measures 
fa1cil~tating and rea.lis•ing the transforma.tion of petty boru~geois 
co-ope.ratives of the old c!llpital~st type into· communes ·of con­
'SUmei'iS conducted by the proletariat and semi-proletariat. 

FINANCE AND BANKING 

19. The Rus.s~an Soviet Government, avoiding a repetition 
of the mi.stake of the Paris commune, immedia,tely exprolpr:•ated 
the Sta1te Bank, then proceeded to the nationalisation of private 
and commercial banks, State Treasury, and Sta,te Book, thus 
laying the foundation of a uniform national bank of Soviet 
R,us·sia and transforming the banks from an instrument of 
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economic domination of financial capital into an organ of power 
of the workers and a lever of economic revolution. The Russian 
Communist Party, considering its aim w be the final accomplish­
ment of the work begun by the Soviet Government, rega:rds the 
foi:Iowing principJes as paramount :-

(1) The monopolisation of all banking by the Soviet State. 
(2) A comp]e>t·e a:lteration and simplification of bank tra:n:s·ac­

tions by transforming the banks· into an appa.ratus for uniform 
aocount and general book-keeping of Soviet Russia. The 
organisation o{ a. :systematic public economy whll lead to the 
a:bo~ition of the bank and to the transformation of it into a 
central book-keeping department of the Communist society. 

20. In the first period of transition of capitalism to 
Communism, whiie Communis1t production and distribution of 
products is not yet organised, it is impossible to abolish money. 
Under ·such conditions, the bourgeois \sections of society a,re able 
to utilise money which still l'emains private property for the 
purpose of speculation, profiteering, and robbery o{ the working 
cla,sses.. The Rus:s,::an Communist Part.y :strives towards the 
adoption of a series of measures which wiH render it possible to 
carry on operations· without the aid of money on a wider field, 
and which wiH lead to the abolition of money; co!mpulsocy 
dep01siting of money in the public bank; the .iJnt,roduction of 
budget books ; the repla,cing of money by cheques ; short term 
tickets for procuring products, and so on. 

, TAXATION 

21. In the pe~iod commencing with the socialisa,tion of the 
means o£ proiductiorn expropriated from the capitalists', the State 
ceas.es to be a pa.rasite apparatus rui:ng the proces:s of produc­
tion : it becomes trans.formed into an organisation performing 
the funcbons of administrating the economic system of the 

- country and to that extent the State Budget becomes the Budget 
of publ~c e:conomy a,s a whole. 

Under such circumstances the balancing of State revenues 
and expenditure ca:n be rea.Iised on the condit~on that State 
pmduction and distribution of products ist arranged in the most 
efficient manner. The Russian Communist Party, with reference 
to• the covering of immediate State expenditure in the per~od 
of transition, defends the transition from the system nf levies 
imposf:d on the capitaHsts as being historically neces,sa:ry and 
legal in the period of social-revolutinn to the progreslsive income 
and property tax. In as much as this, ta,x becomes obso1ete, 
owing to the general expropriation of the propertied da;ss, 
State expenditure must be met by the direct conver•s,ion of a 
part o•f the income derived from the various State monopo~ies 
into Sta.te revenue. 
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RousiNG 

22. The Soviet Government, in trying to solve the hoUISing 
tnoblem particuJa.rly sharpened during the war, has expropriated 
completely all the houses of landlord capitalists and handed 
them over to the municipal Soviets; has1 removed a number of 
workmen born the suburbs into bourgeois houses, handed over 
the best houses to the workmen's organisations, undertak~ng the 
ma.intenance of these at the cost of the State ; and has arranged 
for the :supply of furniture to workmen's families.. 

The aim of the Russian Communist Pa:rty irs to• exert the 
greatest efforts for the improving of the housing conditions of the 
working masses; the ab)lition of overcrowding into insanita,ry 
qua.rters; the abolition of ~mp:roper hous,es, the rebuilding of old 
houses, and the building of new ones which wiU be in conformity 
with the new conditions of lif·e o1f the working maJsses. 

PROTECTION OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL MAINTENANCE 

23. The eSJtablishment of the dictatorship of the pmletariart for 
the first time created the opportunity enabling the minimum 
programme of aH Socialist parties in the sphere of the protection 
of labour to1 b<) compJ•e•tely real:ised. 

The Soviet Government, by legi:slative enactment, has 
introduced the 'COde of Labour Laws,' has ratified as a 
maximum an eight hours' day for a!J workmen. For persons 
under eighteen and those working in unhealthy branches of 
production, and for m~ners, six hours a day. AU workmen 
get forty-two hours uninterrupted re:st every week; the pmhibi­
tion o1f continuous overtime; the prohibition of employment 
of young persons under sixteen, the prohibition of empJoyment 
of night work, pa.rticula11ly in harmful branches of production, 
for aH women and males under ·e:ghteen; .the exemption from 
'VIO:rk of pregnant women eight weeks before a:nd eight weeks 
after confinement with the maintenance of fuJI wages together 
with bee medical assitstance and medicine. All nmsing women 
are permirbt·ed not less than haM an horur every three hou11s foT -
nursing their babies., and all nursing mothers reeei·ve .,supple­
mentaiy subsidie:s; fa.ctory and sanita:ry ins.pectol'IS are elected 
by the trade union councils. 

The Soviet Government by legislative enac>tment has intro­
duc•ed compJete social maintenance of all workmen not expJoit­
ing the laiboull' of others in case of their losing capacity for 
work, and for the fir,st ,time in the world illltroduc,ed insu1rance 
unemployment of workmen at the cost of employers and of 
the State, granting compJete autonomy to thols~e who are main­
tained with the participation of trade union.,s. 

Moreover, the Soviet Government in some respects has gone 
further than the minimum programme and laid down in the 
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SMne 'Code of Labour Laws, the participation of the workmen,s 
'•rganisations in the discus:sion of questions referring to the 
hiring and dis:charging of workmen; a motnth's holiday for all 
workmen who worked continually for not les1s than a year with 
the maintenance of wages'; the State regulation of wages 
accord~ng to rates worked out by trade unions'; .the duty of 
certain organs' such as the Soviet and trade union depa1rtments 
for the distribution and regulation of labou,r power in order 
to provide work for unemployed workmen. 

The extreme destruction caused by the war and the pres:sure 
of world imperialism have compelled the Soviet Government 
to depart from the rode in the following instances : to allow over­
bne in exclusive cases, but not exceeding fifty days in the 
course of one year; to permit youths between fourteen and six­
teen to wo.rk, but the ·Iength of their working day not to' exceed 
four hours; temporarily to reduce holidays from a month to 
a fortnight; to increase the hours of night work to seven. 

The Russian Oommunist Party must carry on propaganda 
for the par1ticipation of all '\\nrkmen in the r•eaiisation of all 
these meatsuJres for the protection of labour, for which purpose 
it is nece1ssary :-

(1) Toi make the wo:rk of organisation and extension pf 
labour inspection more intensive by choosing and preparing 
for that purpose a,ctive workel's· from amongst the workmen 
and to extend ill!spection to smaH and home industry. 

(2) To finally abo:lish boy and girl labour, and further to 
decrease the working houl's for young persons. 

Besides that, the Rus,Siian Communist Party's trusk is to 
establish :-

( 1) W'ith the general 'increase of productivity of labour 
the six hours working day ats a maximum without reduction of 
wages, but on condition thalt all workers must devote two 
hours overtime without pay to the study of the theory of trade 
and industry, to practical tra,ining for State administra,tion 
and military driH. 

(2) The introduction of the premium bonus system for the 
encouragement and increase of Ia,bour product:vity. 

The Russian Communist Party in the srphe·re of socia,l main­
tenance strives to organise on a la,rge :scale the State support 
not only of the war victims and victims of various catasrtrophies, 
but the victims of abnormal so1cial relat:On~S". The Party a1l:so 
conducts a struggle a,gainst parasitism and idleness. 

PROTECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

24. The task of the Russian Communist P'arty a~ the starting 
point in its work for protection o£ public health, oonsliders 
the reaHsation of sanitary measures on a large scale for the 

( 22) 



purpose of preventing the .spreading of disease. The dicta/tor­
ship ha·si already created the opportunity for ca,rrying orut a 
series of measures, the realisation of which was out of the question 
in bourgeois 1society : the na.tionalisation of drug ·stores, Iarge 
private medical institutions, health resorts, compulsory work 
for all medical men and women, and so on. 

In conformity with the above the Russian COmmunist Pa1rty 
cons,ideris· its immediate task :-

(1) To carry out in the interests of the working masses 
&anitary measures on a large scale, such as :-

(a) Sanitation of inhabited places (guarding of so~l, wruter, 
and air). 

(b) Setting up c01mmunal feeding om .a sci.entific and 
hygienic bas,is. 

(e) The organilsa.tion of measures preventing the develop­
ment and spreading of infectious. d~seases. 

(d) The introduction of .sanitary legis·lation. 

(2) The :struggle with social diseases (consumption, venerea.l 
diseases, alcoholism, &c.). 

(B) To make free and qualified medical assistance and 
medic~ne accessible to all." 
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The Programme of the 
Communist Party of Germany 

(Section of the Communist Interna6mal) 

AN OUTLINE 

T HE Central Cbmmittee of the E.P.D. herewith submit for 
dilscussion by the Party comrades' the outline of a pro­
gramme of the E.P.D. This outline wiU be submttted 

firstly to the meeting of the Central Comm~ttee on October 14 
and 15, secondly to the Foru.rth Congress of the Communist 
International, and finally to the German Pa1rty Conference, 
which will probably be held at the beginning of January 

On the eve of the flood of bourgeois revolutions, Communism 
sounded its mighty caU to battle to the pro:etarians of aH 
countries. Boldly and menacingly it announced the inevitahle 
downfaH of the capitalist social order. 

It saw the future grav;e-diggers of capitalism arise within 
bourgeoi·s 1soc~·ety itself : the working class, which as a result 
of the oppression and exploitation of the capitahsts was steadily 
growing and was becoming a, united and well trained body. 

After t1he first revolutio1nary convulsions the capitalilst world 
order had a remarkable recovery. 

To-day, however, the hi,storEc prophecy of Communism is 
being fulfHled, and tire death sentence which it pronounced on the 
old world mder iJs about to be carried out. 

The capitalist world is in i,ts death throes. The hour of its 
destruction has struck. At last the age long struggle of the 
oppres.sed and exploited ma•sses for emancipation is approaching 
its end. 

The proletariat of to-day is bringing to an issue the struggle 
of the s,laves against the s'lave holde11s of the medieval seds 
against the feudal landowners of the agrarian village communes 
against the eastern despots. 

By breaking the chains d wage slavery, the proletariat 
puts an end to the exploita,tion and the oppression of man 
by man. 

A few thousand of the more advanced proletarians in some 
countries of Central and Western Europe were the fir:st to rally 
around the banner of Communism. Seventy-five years of 
exilstence have promoted Communism to a world power. 

Millions of proletarians and of poor peasants in all countries 
and on all continents, of all nationalities and races, are following 
the banner of Communism. 

The June rising of the Paris proletariat in 1848 and the 
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glorioru13 Paris commune o~ 1871 were drowned by the bourgeoisie 
in streams of b~ood. 

To>-day the -banner of Commrmism is floating victorious.ly 
over a, terr~tory comprising a sixth pa11t orf the g~obe. 

Communism has entered the sphere of the .great power and 
it has overcome aH rel31istance by armed force. 

Communism is' not any longer in the dim a:nd distant future. 
It is an ac,complished fa,c,t. 
Its J1eign has already begun. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE RISE AND FALL OF CAPITALISM 

I. THE PERIOD OF IMPERIALISM 

1. Towards the end of the nineteenth century capitalism 
entered into a new phase. Thi/3 was the beg.~nning orf imperialism. 
In the dim and smoke of colonial wars which broke out in 
America, A1sia, and finally also in Europe itse:f, capitalism grew 
to aJ gigantic size. The paleolith~c hunting and fishing tribes 
ol New Guinea, and pat.r 1 archal pastora,l triber3 of Africa, the 
most ancient cultural dominions of Asia., in fa,ct the whole 
world, was opened up by capitalism, and in the course of one 
genera.1iorn was put more or Iess under its. dominiorn. The 
colonial conquel3ts of capitalism during the period (from 
1884-1914) exceed in magnitude the achievements of the pre­
ceding four hundred years. Boundless pmspeets were opened 
up before cap~taEsm. Its poJiticians, writers, ar,t:i.srts, and 
philo3ophers depict,ed the greatness of capitaUst domination in 
glowing coloillrs. The glamour of imperialism intoxica,ted not 
only the big bourgeoisie but also the petty bourgeoisie, 
the bourgeois intel1ectu!ills and even a section of the 
working class. However, the turning point and the descent 
began before the highest summit was reached. A period of 
nationa1l rising\3 and bourgeolis revolutions ha,s set. in in the 
pat.11~archal and semi-feudal peasant countries of the East in which 
European cap~ta.lism had begun to get a footing (Turkey, Persia, 
China, &c.). Finally, the cornflagration o{ the colonial wars had 
its repercussion in the European mother countrim. Three Ba.1kan 
wars foEowed each other, only to break out into· the general 
wo11ld conflagration-the world war which drew into• its orbit 
almost the enti11e world. The doiwnfall of the occident, v~ .• 
of the Emcpcan capitalism, is drawing near. 

2. In the imperialist epoch free competition in the chief in­
dustries, in bankillL~. in comme,l'ce, and in transport was sub­
stituted by the capitailist monopolist system, and the indiv:dual 

( 25) 



capitalists by the capitalist combines (syndicates, carteLs, and 
trusts). Whole branches of industry are combined into a few 
or into one ca.p:1talist combine. Several branches of indlllstry 
and sever$ industrie's of a sim~la.r character are amaJ.gliiiDated and 
dominate •the whole industry. In the chief capitalist coruntries 
the struggle of the individua,l capitalists' among themtselves ~d 
against the small industries is superseded by the struggle of the 
capiltalist combine against the individuaJ. capitalilsts1 and by that 
of the ca,pitailist combines amorng each otllier. The competition 
thlJS engendeJ"ed results in amaigamat:Ons : cartels, as.sociations., 
and fuJsions only to break out subsequenrtly on a larger scale 
and to end finailly in the forma,tion of gigantic Ill(ID()rpolies,. 
Monopoly leads to competition between trusts. and the oom­
pet::tion leads to an enlarged monopoly. The monopoJy com­
bines do not stop short at frontiers. They .extend into inter­
national combines which are, however, again interfered with by 
the Sltrugg,les for power of the national combines which make use 
of the State Power in order to settle their r~valries. Bank 
capital is a,~llo1 bering concentrated \into fewer ha.ndS1, which 
facilitates the formation of gigantic banks. Barnk capital is 
obtaining a footing in the monopolised· .industries,, and pa,rtici­
pates in their control and management. On the other hand, 
industrial capital is obtaining a footing in the banlci.ng businesrs. 
This resU~lts in the increasing concentration of industr~1aJ. and 
bank capital, their transfonnatE.on into finance capita1l and in the 
domination of the economic life of large industrial States by a 
small number of the c.J.osely connecled groil.l!ps of monopolists. 
A few hundred bank and trust kings are ruJing over t:he economic 
life of the wor:ld. 

Under monopolist capitalism free trade is superseded by 
h~gh protective tariffs. The hiigh protective tariffs become a 
specli,fic :means for the highly developed capitailist Sta/tei~ to 
secu11e monopolist excess profits, and to• render more difficult or 
to entirely de~trdy the competition of imperialist rivals in the 
colonli.•al countries,. 

The preceding capitali·st period organised production in .single 
facto,ries and in single bra.nches of industry. Tlhe imperia~ist­
monopo~~st method ha1s put a number of factories, of a ·S~mila.r 
type, whole branches of industries and whole industries, under a 
uniform and systemat:c mana.gement. In times' of crisis,, when 
i'ts· existence i,s at stake, capital~sm withlin great States sometimes 
temporarily puts1 the entire industry, commerce, the transp101rt 
system and banking (within certain limits) under a singlle 
management. ~he imperiaJist epoch ha1s1 greatly haSitened the 
socialisation of the process of production. Thanks to these, world 
markets and world economy which were formerly mere 
tendencies have become a reality. 
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Moreover, it has immensely widened and enriched the social 
forcet3· of production. SystemaJtic research and inventiotns are 
no longer restricted to a few inventors, but are the concern 
of State researoh departments. and of the large industrial com­
bines of important scientific dis,coveries and technical inventions, 
and a rapid mutual improvement and furthering of borth. 
Electricity has begun its victorious career, and oil and 
elect,ricity have r-evolutionilsed industry and transport. Dirigible 
airships, aeroplanes, submarines, wireless telegraphy and tele­
phony have reduced distances to nothing, have increas·ed speed, 
and the circumstances' of world .:,Utercourse and o{ entire social 
life. The steam and water turbines, the petrol motors. and the 
electricaJ power harve re~volutionised the o~d methods, orf pro­
ducing energy, and have created hitherto undreamt of possibilities 
of carrying it over wide distan•ces and of dist11~burting it fmm 
a few centres. Chemistry has displaced the oad vegetable dyeing 
ma,teriaJs, and the chemic•aJ preparation of nitrates and other 
artificial manures has created new poSI3ibi1~ties fo1r the1 expansion 
of agriculture. Applied bioao•gy has discovered new methods 
for plant and animal breeding. The worker in the modern 
industrieS~ compelled to follow in the waJke of the technical revo'" 
lution has become a Proteus., and lras. soon lea,rnt to adapt hE­
rseU to, new surmundings and new methods of work. While 
less is demanded of his· physica(} strel\,oth, more is demanded of 
hi,s intelligence and his technical knowledge. 'Ehe technical 
revolution is continually depreC.:.ating the technical knorwledge 
of the workers, but at the same time it inereal3es their versa,tility 
and their self reliance. It reduced thle lnumbe1r orf ihighllly 
specialised experts to' a minimum while it increases· the mobility 
and the adaptabiliity of the semi-skilled workers. 

MonopoJist capitalilsm does, nort develop. agricu1tur·e at the 
same rate as the industries. However, a continuoiUis industrial­
i'slation of the big a.griculturaJ concerns and their direct linking 
up with the industry is taking place. Agriculture, hampered 
as it is by land monopoly and by small peasant proprieto.rship, 
cannot keep pace with the rapid and impetuoiUiS expansion of 
industry. The epoch of imperialism is producing a gww,ing 
disproportion between industry and agriculture. 

3. The product~ve forces, newly created dU!rin.g the period 
of one generation, great.ly transcend the achievements o;f previou1s 
centuries. 

These gigantic productive forces are not prodUlCed by capitaJ­
ism for their own sake. They a.re the unintentional resu~t orf the 
inevitable means employed by capita1~sm for incre~asing its profits, 
and are an inseparable, adjU!iilCt orf the g.rowth orf capitalism. 
Thit~ grorwth in all its phases is bound up with the neces1sity 
of a.cqui,ri.ng new marks and of. add~ng non-carpita~ist regiorrs, to 
its possessions. Inherent conditions are continually inducive to 
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conquer new markets, to open up new SO'llll'Ces ol raw maJte.rialt3 
and to absorb within itself her lmbour power from an parts olf the 
world. The enormous growth of capita:1~st prodUCJtive forces 
during the imperialist epoch and their motnopoHst amaLgamation 
were possible only as a result of the continuous incorporation of 
new regions, colonies, and semi-colonies, and owing to the export 
of goods and capital. In its rapid progress throughout the 
world capitalism has not only roused new and hitherto s~lumbering 
forces, opened up new sources of raw materials, enHsted new 
human masses into its labour army and ca,rried cap:talist means 
of production into new regio'ns, but it has a1lso destroyed by brute 
force entire popu,lations, wiped out whole races, has reduced 
millions of coJoured people to the lowest level of existence and 
s~avery. In fact irt acted in a relentless and predatory fashion 
wherever it set foot, it has destroyed everywhe,re the ancient 
self-supporting village communes, has robbed them of their 
land by methods of vio:lence or through heavy taxation. By 
appropriating the weailth of their s'Oil, it haJs destro·yed their 
primitive home industries, and it has made the membeTs of 
these communes an easy prey for its exploitation. After 
undermining these pr,:mitive communes, imperiaiism with the 
aid of its naval guns and its coLonial armies forced them to 
open their frontiers for "it,s" goods. 

It has destroyed the small peaJSant farms, the American and 
Transvaal farmers, the Australian squatters, and the farmers 
in the colonial oountries, partly by means of great economic 
pres.sme and partly by brute force. It has occupied their lands 
and has reduced them to political and economic slavery. 

After dissolving the sdf-supporting communes and the 
patriarcha,} peasant farms, imperialism introduced into' the 
colonial countries the capitalist industries·. T'hw3 with its own 
hand it execut.ed rivals for itself. By developing industry in the 
co~onies the capitai:St eoonomic system is narrowing the field 
o-f itJ3 further existence and is rerndering competition more acute 
owing to the shrinkage orf the non-capitaiist markets to' an 
extent that rende~s them incapable of absorbing the products of 
the growing productive forces. 

The highes,t expansion of capitali!sm constitutes at the same 
time the highest expansion of the exploitation and enslavement 
of the working' masses of the home countries as well as of the 
colonial and semi-eoloniaJ countries, which in its turn heightens 
the contradictjon and anta,gonisms within the capita,list world 
order and cause3 the periodical, social, political and economic 
crises and catastrophies. 

4. Monopolist capitalism has abolished laisser-faire and 
anarchy in the various branches of industry only to create worse 
anarchy and more intense competition. The sy,stematic mana,ge­
ment of the various trusts, ca,rteJs and syndica,tes is met by the 
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capita~ist anarehic competition within the various States and 
within the world market. During the epoch of imperiailism the 
world markets had become the arena fo,r the cont~nuous differ­
ences, tensions and strugg<les between the capita:lislt groups 
be!onging to the various States. Under monopoJist development 
the price paid for the concentration of production within the 
limits of certain branches or groups Qf industry is--eurtaament 
of production and the retarding of te,chnical progress'. The 
capitalist monopoly has brought down its home rival with the 
weapons, of technical p:rog11esr3' and lotw pr'ices, it :(lrequently 
bflgins to hamper technjca,l pro-gress, and endeavours to increase 
its total profits not by increased production, but by obtaining 
monopolist profits at the experme of the other industrie,s.. 'Tile 
capita:lis,t exploitation of colonies and semi-co1onies by a few 
countries :,s accompanied by the transformation of industrial 
capital into financial and usur,ers' capita.l, and by the transform­
ation of the i!ndustrial capitalists themselve's into idle rentiers 
and pamsit,es. 

5. Monopolist capitalism, by concentrating the management 
of ent~re Statf;s, in the hands of a few capitali,st combines< and by 
restricting capitalist competition, has become the aU-powerful, 
brutal, and relentless opponent of the working class as a, whole. 
It has rende11ed the exploitation of the wide proletarian masses 
and of the 1smal1 bour'geoisie more acute by adding to the ex­
ploitartion in the factor:es an even more acute explo~tation in 
the wo111d market. It has increased mHita,ry expenditure to the 
utmost, thus putting heavy burdens on the shoulders of the 
working clas's', of the peas.an,try, the artisanJ3, and small and midd~e 
bomgeoisie. It has intensified the p110cess of prol,etarianis·atEon 
of the professional and commercial intellectuals. It has widened 
the gulf between the backward ,small industries and the w:eH 
equipped big industries. Thus it ha,s brought into being a middlle 
section of society consisting of small capitalist,s, artis1ans, sma:ll 
peasants, small rentiers, and traders· which is eoonomically ruined 
and ·~s· vacillating between rea!Ction and revolution. Indi1gnat.ion 
and resistance a,gainst the incre,asing oppres,sion and the ever 
p1'es1ent mena,ce of war are growing within the working c,la,ss 
which monopolist capitalism is herding together in gigantic in­
dustrial undertakings and in mammoth industrial cities, while 
increa,s,:ngly powerful workers' organisations a11e ri!slillfg up to 
oppose the organisations of the capitalists. The iso~ated strike is 
beginning to lose its effic[,ency. In the face of the gigantic 
development of capitalism, the class: st,rugg~e is mak,jug us,e oif a 
mo1r1e powerful Wiea:pon : the economic and political mass strike 
which brings whole industries and whole industrial districts into 
the fra.y. At the same time monopolist capitalism has 
coErupted some .sections of the inte.Jilectuals, of the petty 
bourgeoisie, and even some members of the' working cla,s,s by 
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aJlowing them a sha~re in the m01nopolist profit,sl. ImperiaJi,sm 
doeiS· not only pro1etariap.ise the wide masses, of the toilers, It 
also corrupts the t~~pper strata of the wo~king dasrs.. A sect:On 
of the wot'king class·, of the inte:llectuaJs and of the petty­
bomgeoisie p111rticipates in the general predatory poJicy of 
capitalism. This state of corruption enabled imperialism to 
establish a sham democracy. Co~on~al expansion and competition 
in armlllffients, protective tariffs a'nd excessive taxation are im­
pos,sible without the aetive support or at least the anquiescence 
of the middle ·crlass,es and also of some sections of the proJetariat. 
Monopolist capitallism needs "~IIIW and order" at home. With the 
ass.isrtance of the corrupted section of the proletariat and lower 
middle class and by means of small gifts, harmles,s reforms, ood 
sham democratic right, it ha,s. succeeded in harnes,sing the wide 
masses to its chariot, in exp1o:.ting them to the utmost, and in 
driving them to the battlefields to which they went unresistingiy, 
nay, even with "enthusiasm." This imperialist "democracy" 
is the most refined form of ma.ss domination, for under the mask 
of freedom 1t completely enslaved the masses and SI)'Stematically 
uses the watchword "the wiLl of the peop·le" against the people. 
Monopolist capitaHsm dominates the State appa.ra,tus by ·slhe1ter­
ing disereetly behind the backs of "democracy" arid get into its 
hands quietly and almost imperceptibly all the institutions' of 
the bourge01js State. It turns the bourgeois State itseM into an 
instrument for the achievement of its aims at home (the exp~oited 
working ma.s,ses) and abroad (eompetition agaioot other imperiaJ­
ist States and the exploitation of the population of the colonial 
countries). It brings under its ·s,way the parliaments, the 
bureaucracy, the dipLomats, the press, the .schooLs, the pclpit, 
and literature. It gives short shrift to oJd Fr:ee Trade Liberalism. 
It permeates: the spheres of the State and of ·society with the 
spirit of violence. It enlists. the widest possible masses of the 
people (from the earliest youth) for the navies and huge armies 
with which it makes its conquests· and competes against im­
perialJist rivals. 

6. FinaHy, the Sta.tes' which are ruled by monopo1l:ist 
cap~talism met in a powerful collis,ion. They engaged in a 1ife 
and death struggle over the division of spheres, of expl<irtation, 
of c!oJonial and semi-colonial countries, and for supremacy. 

In the midst of the great world conflagration the: imperialist 
groups endeavoured to reconcile their inherent contradictions, 
to w:den their frontie11s1 at the expens•e of thei·r ·rivals1, to exploit 
the productive forces. to the utmost, to prut the rebe1lious masses 
again into chains, and to postpone the approaching proletarian 
revolution. 

II. THE WoRLD WAR 

7. The wor:ld wa~r has• destroyed on a large ·scale the means of 
production and hals· slaughtered milhlons of workers, the flower 
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of the working class. The war was the g.reatest economic crisis 
w;hich the world has. ever seen. Everywhere the wide m!llsses 
of the people were exploited to the utmost. The destructive 
work of. the war in itself became a co~ossal fieJd of exploitation 
for capitalism. The war compelled the bowgeoisie in some 
Statets. to introduce a minimum of Sta,te regulat:On of capitalist 
anarehy. Thus it will be seen that at the moment Wlhen a 
supreme effort is requil'ed, capitalism must stay the progl'ess of 
its own anal'chy. The war, especiailily in the blockaded countries 
of Central Europe, bmught the diffel'ences between the industries 
and the agriculture more pronounced. In most of the belligerent 
countries the production of the necessaries· of life la,gged far 
behind the enormOIU:s rmproductive needs of the armies am.d of the 
civ:il population. It 1ed temporarily and locaLly to the introduc­
tion of the system of ba1rter. The rural districts enriched them­
selves at the expense of the towns, and the b:g landowners and 
rich peasants enriched themselves to a colmpatra,tiv{jly :larger 
extent than the middle and small peasants. In the districts 
experiencing a shortage of the necessariet> of life, the State ration­
ing and l'egulation of prices affected only a ·small portion of 
agricultural products. The greater the shoirtage t:he more un­
scrupulous were the infringements of the State .regulation of the 
distribution of food. Food prices on the "fre~e market" ro\se 
enormoUJsly. The rise in the profits of the capitalisrt mornopq~ists 
brought wit.h it a rise in t:he prices of the ever decreasing food 
stuffs. Moreover, as the share which the propertied classes 
appropriated for themselves became larger, the share of the 
working class began to dwindle. 

In the b!ockaded countdes of Central and Easrtern Europe 
the. war led to a .J1eckJe,ss exp1d1tation of the .railwa.ys•, the 
factories, and of the mining apparatus. The s1ame disrega1rd was 
shown for human labour power. Women, ch:.Idren, and oi)d men, 
were kept on hunger rations and were at the s.ame time made 
to perform heavy work. The barriers Wlhich the working cla.s.s 
had succeeded in erecting to protect itself from preda.tory 
capitalism were torn down one by one : the factory laws were 
graduatl.ly repealed. The •Sialllle predatory tactics were brought 
into play in a number of neutral States. On the other hand, 
in some of the West European OOIUntries, and especially in the 
U.S.A., factories, machinery, mines• and means of transport 
were greatly developed and e'xtended. 

Owing to the disparity between ·SiUppJy and demand on the 
world market, and the growing scareity of goods, and also owing 
to the enormous demand for war materi,aJl which had to be pro'­
duced at any price and with the least po•s:sible delay, there came 
into· being an evcer-gl'owing pa,ra.s.itic•al capita:list elas,s which acted 
as an intermediary between the industria,} and a.gricultural pro­
ducers and the consumer, either the State oT the individual. This 
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is the class of the "war profiteers" and of the "nouveaux 
riches." On the other hand, the war has ruined a large number 
of petty-bourgeo's and ,smahl capitalist dements~the "new 
poor." A savage cwwd of blood suckers battened on the wide 
masses of workers and peasants who laid down their lives at 
the front for capitalism, and o:n the men, women, children, and 
aged people who worked behind the front supplying it with 
food-stuffs. This form of pillaging was inadequately restricted 
and masked by the comp!Ksory State regulat~ons. 

The general economic deterioration manifested ~ts'f~ilf in the 
depreciation of clemency. The State absorbed aU the available 
capital in the form of war loans. It drew all the savings of all 
employees, peasants, and small a1rtisans. It even took part of 
the wages. and put them at the disposal of the war industries. 
It made some attempts to get out of :ts difficulties by inmeased 
taxation. But this wa131 of no' avail. A number of States issued 
credit notes on a large scale-fictitious. Gold, real money sold, 
was withdmwn from home cir,culation a'most in all the States. 

Owing to the actua1l dest,ruction of values through the war 
(be it d:rectly thmugh the wear and tear of guns, rifles, 
ammunition, &c., and through the devastation of la,rge t.racts 
0 1f land, industrial districts, towns, villages, &c., OT indirectly 
through the unpmductive consumption of the armed forces), 
the chief part of the fictitious capital the home and foreign 
National Debt grew seriously. Under capitalist conditions 
weatlth is not destroyed by war. It is turned into nationaJ debt, 
into State indebtednes's to the capital:sts, whieh means that the 
latter can dra:w on the crippled remains of the productive forces. 
Dead capital takes possession of the surviving capita.l. 

8. In its: home lands capita1'ism pressed ~he entire adult 
pm1etar~at and pe,asantry into the armed forces. The fmmer 
standing army imlated bum the mas1;;es, gave way to the citizen 
atmy. Eve,rywhere the wa,r caused the formation of a militia 
in which, as a characteristic of capitalist ideoJ1ogy, the wide 
mas,ses are subordina,ted to the offic,er caste which springs from 
the ruling classes of society. In the armies of the world war, clas's 
differences were especia~ly marked. On the one hand there was 
the contrast between officerS' and men, between those at the front 
and those at the rear, between the luxurious living and privileges 
of some and the brutaH:sation, degradation, and privation of 
others. The shameless exploitation of the mas,s1es by the war 
pmfiteers and the slackers behind the front was supplemented 
and even enhanced by the abominable exploitation of the common 
EIC)lldiers by the junker-and the capitalist officers in the army 
itself. The war, by compelling the ruJing classes to a,rm wide 
masses of workers and poor peasants; and to depend on them for 
i1ts final issue, has awakened the cla,ss consciousness of the latter. 
:Srutalisation and hopelessnes,s; within the army broike the iron 
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bond of military discipline. The armed masses rose in open 
rebellion and the conscript armies broke up from within. 

During the course of the war, war technique was revolu­
t~onised. Enormous numbers of guns were brought into pJay. 
Their range, calibre, and explos~ve capacity, were raised to 
an almost fantastic extent. Drum-fire ,lasting hours, nay days, 
hurled a hurricane of shelJs to a distance of hundreds of ki,Jo­
metres. The soldiers buried themselves into the earth like 
moles. Mine throwe1·s of aH kinds sent the trenches, together 
with their human inhabitants, flying into the air. Ordina,ry rifle 
fire was gradually displaced by machine-gun fir,e, which mowed 
down large sections, of men. Mach~ne guns, quick-firing guns, 
and armoured cars, culminated in the almost invulnerable tank 
which could be even driven over shell ho,les. War conquered 
the air by means of the dirigible airship and the aeroplane. 
Aircraft laden with bombs employed their terrible destructive 
powers against the civil population of the town, de'sil:roying whole 
streets. The war made use of chemistry and introduced the 
abomination of the poisoned gas. Finally submarines conducted 
a murderous war against passenger and merchant ships. 

In a word, aH the achievements of the highest technique, of 
"pure" and applied natural sciences were brought into play. 
The highest capitalist "civ]isation" becomes the most abject 
barbarism. The war degenerated into a battle of mater'ial<s and 
industries. What took place on the battlefields was not only a 
competition between opposing masses of people, but between 
opposing industries, capita;], techn::que, and industria:! organisa­
tions. 

The war has created a, starting point for a new, still more 
devastating and barbaric war technique, and also for new forms 
of milita1y organisation, tad~cs, and strategy. It has become 
the starLng pnint for inereased preparations for war. 

9. During war, capitalism tramples under foot the existing 
rights of t,he people. In the name of democracy, of nationa:l 
emancipation, it gags the people by proclaiming a state of 'Siiege; 
it muzzles them by the censorship, stifle!s the vo:ce of public 
meetings, floods the countries with armies of secret service men 
and disso~lves or gags parliaments. 

The war has shown that bourgeois democracy is nothing hut 
didatorship of the bourgeois:e. 

It has revealed the bourgeois State, and the Labour Parties, 
whirh have become tainted wiU1 bourgeois ideology, in their true 
eolour1s. 

The war began with the catastrophic collapse of the second 
opportunistic International. It exposed with cruel pr,ecision the 
close connection between the socialist opportunist and the 
national imperialist bourgeoisie. The socialist spokesmen of the 
labour aristocracy entered openly and d:,rectly into the :service 
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of the monopolist capitalists in the name of the "defence of the 
fatherland." The a1liance of this corrupt "bourgeois" la1bour 
aristocracy with their national bourgeoisies has torn asunder the 
international un:ty of the working cla:ss, the International itself, 
and most of the social-democratic parties. The most active and 
boldest ~sect~ons of the proletariat, which had become revolution­
ised during the war, split off and formed tendencies and groups. 
Finally some of them began to establish independent parties. 
Between the truly revolutionary sections of the pro~etariat and 
the social-imperialists there hover in all the countries groups, 
tendencies, or parties, which abominate the war, but at the same 
time dread the revolution : they hate militarism and yet have 
no confidence in the revolutionary strength of the proletariat­
vaciillating figures which (according to circums1tances) side some­
times with the revolution and [sometimes ,with the counte1r 
revolution. These are the beginning of "centre" parties,. 

Notwithstanding the treachery of the socia,l democmt:c 
part,ies, the imperia1list war resolved itself into an enormous and 
complete social and political crisis owing to the inherent con­
tradictions' and antagoni,sms within the soeia,l, political, and 
economic capitalist system. It ha,s placed the mas'ses in the 
vanquished countries (and not them alone) before the alternative: 
revolutionary rising against capitaHsm or return to bmba,rism. 

10. The imperial]st dominating States are ruthlessly draining 
the Co,1onial countries by exacting contributions of food products, 
labour, and cannon fodder. At the same time imperialism is 
compelled to let the colonial industries develop unhindered. It 
causes the development of industr:e's in hitherto pre-eminently 
agrarian, semi-coloured countries. It. is compelled to give the 
Dominions a decisive voice in the policy of the Motherland, 
and to promise to the colonial countr:es more fr,eedom and a 
more liberal form of autonomy. Finally, it finds itself compelled 
to arm the colonial population and enroll it in its armies. While 
the imperialist States are thus facing each other in a world 
struggle for the domination and exploitation of the colonial 
countries, they are, against their will, obliged to strengthen in 
the colonial countries the desire for national emancipation and to 
provide the latter with the material and spiritual means for the 
struggle against imperialist exploitation and subjection. 

III. THE IMPERIALIST PEACE TREATIES 

11. The imper,:a,list peace tr,eaties of Versailles, St. Germain, 
and Sevres are the continuation of the imperia1li!st war by other 
means. By their endeavour to adjust the political and imperia~ist 
difficulties of the victors at the expense of the vanquished by 
means of solemn agreements, they are only creating incentives 
for new imperialist wars. The victors are satisfying their open 
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or secret predatory appetites under the pretence of world justice 
and the peoples' right to self-determination. 

The imperialist peace treaties are a clear proof that imperia.lism 
is unable to create a new, firm, and lasting world peace. 
They have aceentuated and perpetuated the disturbance of the 
economic equilibrium caused by the war. They are making 
this di'Sturbance the starting point of an epoch of still deeper and 
wider disturbances. By destroying the economic compeLtor in 
the struggle for the non-capitali,st ma,rkets, they have only 
disorganised the exchange of goods between capitalist States. 
Gr1eat Britain and France have overthrown their strongest 
economic rival on the cont:nent and have attached to themselves 
a number of vassa:l States, but at the same time they have set 
up against themselvels a much more powerful rival across, the 
Atlantic. They have made Germany their debtor, but they are 
still more in debt to America. 

Neither economic nor politica1l equilibrium has been achieved. 
The division and the safeguarding of the war booty-Germany, 
Austria, and Tmkey-:s bound to divide the victors into hostile 
campls. The political results of the victory a11e inimicaJ to the 
original aims and purposes of the victors. 

Great Britain has destroyed its mightiest continental rival, 
Germany, but it has turned France into a still mightier and more 
dangeroUJs, continental opponent without a riva:l on the continent 
of Europe. 

France in its turn has conquered for itself the almost un­
questioned mastery on the European Continent. However, to 
be able to retain itJs, military superiority, it had to sacrifice its 
f01rmer financial 1superiority and is faced w:th financial ruin. In 
order to beat down Prussia, it has Prussianised itself. 

In the Far East, Japan i1s' plunging its talollis into the helpless 
Chinese giant and finds itself face to face with it,s American rivaL 

The latter, the U.S.A. colussus, dom not desire to extend itrs 
territorial possessions, but has consolidated its position in East 
Asia, in the Pacific, in the South Sea, and in many parts of South 
America, and it emerges out of the war as the industria~, financial 
and political world centre, pos,sessing a navy and mercantile fleet 
rivalling those of Great Britain. 

In order to render the achievements of the imper~~alist war 
politically secure, the imperialist victors have Balkanised 
the former seat of European imperialism, and have made its 
economie exi,stence impossible. In order to, conquer the world 
market they have destroyed the wol'ld economic 'system, and 
have created new powerful rivals for themselves. They plunged 
the world into war in order to extend the world market, but they 
have only succeeded in narrowing it. They plunged the world 
into war in order to make their soc:al domination secure, but 
they have unchained the social revoilution which is more exten-
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sive, intensive and thorough than it has ever been. Every one of 
their aims and purposes has turned against them. 

IV. THE EPOCH OF wORLD REVOLUTION 

12. The world revolution did not only superls:ede the war, it 
inter,rupted it in its course. It started by ca,rrying out the 
sentence which capitalism had passed on itself during the im­
periaEst wm. The revo:ut~on followed the line of lealst res~stance. 
It did not break out originally in the most developed capitalist 
countr-y, but in the least developed-Russia, where a weak 
bourgeoisie had to contend with a modern and bold proleta,riat, 
allitd to a numerous, impoverished, land-hungry peasantry. 
By a bold move the revolution in Rus'sia bridged the gulf which 
sepamted it from the bomgeois democmcies of the West, and 
at the outset outdistanced the capitali!st West by adding to the 
bourgeois democracy the organs of proletarian democracy in the 
fmm of worker's' and soldiers' Sov~ds. Owing to the cla&s 
conscious and bold attitude of the proleta,rian democracy, the 
bourgeois democracy cou;d not make any headwa,y. It was 
unable to ,solve any of the problems (except in words) rais,ed 
by the revo~utionary movement of the workers' and peasants' 
ma,sses. Tied to the big bourgeoisie and the big landowners of 
its own country, and through them to the Entente Powem, it 
wa,~ unable either to cont:nue or conclude the war. It was 
unable to organise the disintegrated economic life of the country. 
It did not have the courage to give the peasants the land which 
they demanded. Unable to establish a new socia:l order, it could 
not stay the disint,egmtion of the army and of its d~scipJine, 
and to re-create it on a new class basis, taking account of the 
recent revolution in social rehtions. After the failure of all 
its efforts to cope with the distrust and the indignation of the 
working class and of the peasantry, it drifted back into the arms 
O'f the old reactionary forces: the big landowners, the big 
capitalistS', the 'Dsarist bureaucraey, the generals and the priests. 
The newly born bourgeoi!.> democraey progressed step by st,ep 
towards bourgeo~s dictatorship. AH the reactionary vaeillating 
and doubtful element's (from the Tsarist generals and priests 
to the formerly petty-bourgeois-revolutionary S.R.'s and the 
tcpresentatives of the petty bourgeois pmletarian minority-the 
rncnshevist social demo>Nats) rra,lJied around the bourgeo:~~ 
demoeracy whieh was developing into a bourgeois 
dictatorship. By another bcld move the revolution strode for­
ward. Led by the working elass and its revolutionary party, the 
proletarian revolution, rsupported by overwhelming proletarian 
and peasant masses, dethroned the bourgeois democraey, and 
smashed to pieees the old, unwieldy State apparatus,, set up the 
Sov:ets, the political power of the revolutionary workers and 
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pea1sants, brought the' bourgeois revolution to a fini1,;h by 
inaugurating the soc1al revolution, made a big breach in the war 
by bringing it to a conclusion for pmletarian Russia and gave 
an enormous impetus to the revolut:onary development in Central 
and Western Europe. 

The victo1ious proletarian revolution in Russria constitutes 
a strong bulwark, a central axis and a mighty political, economic 
and miEtary reserve position for the progress of the western 
social revolution, as well as for the national bourgeois revolution 
of the East. 

The first victorious pro~etarian revolution within the frame­
work of a great power ha:s at last discovered, and is beginning 
to construct the polit'cal form of the proletarian State during the 
transition from the capitalist to the Socialist so,cial order : the 
Soviet Republic. In a~l its stages it is a repository of politica,] 
strategy, a live source of revolubonary energy and a store-horulse 
of the experiences of Socialist construction. 

Workers' and Soldiers' Councils-these were also the fir1st 
faltering words of the German, as well as of the other revO'lutions 
in Central and Eastern Europe. However, in these pa,rts the 
Soviets were but a:n episode, ibecause of a better organised 
bourgeoisie, and because of the lack of leadership by a strong 
and revolutxmary workers' party. Led by the ,social democra,cy, 
the German bourgeoisie overthrew the Soviets and the revolu­
tionary vanguard of the working class with much bloodshed. 
The revolutionary wave i's' ebbing back. At the outset the 
revolutionary stage was occupied by the bourgeois democracy. 
The latter gradually came under the sway of reacbon, and like 
the Russian bourgeois democmcy ~t is unable to solve any of t1he 
problems which the conclusion of the wa,r and the capitalrst 
crisis have brought forward. Under its domination the economic 
disintegration has continued. It endeavoured to put a stop to 
it at the expense of the working cla1ss, and of the middle s;eetions 
of society. Mor:e and mo11e fell under the yoke of the monopolist 
capital, and became alienated from al:l the exploited classes. 
Neither is it able to solve the problem of fore:gn policy. Its 
submission to the dictatorship of the Entente, instead of re­
lieving, made the conditions of life in the bourgeois repuhJ:c 
only mme difficult. 

The Western revolutions which were a direct outcome of the 
milita,ry collapse, were a repetition (:n their a,spect but not in 
thei'r tempo) of the first prolletarian revolution, but und~r 
advanced economic conditions. 

The epoch of the wo,rld revolution has as,sumed the 'same 
menacing cha,racter a,lso in the colonial and semi-colon',al 
countries. 

After successfully weathering the first as1s'ault of the Western 
proletariat~ the world bourgeoisie has been abie to secure anew 
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its political power, thanks to its recent experience1s:. It has 
drawn from its consol~da:tiun new reserves from the petty­
bourgeoisie and even from the working c,lass. However, during 
the last few years after the condusion of the war, it has shown 
itself incapable of reconstructing the disintegrated capitalist social 
order and even of securing the ex:stence o1' its proJeta,rian slaves 
within the capitalist slave State. 

v. THE CAPITALIST CRISIS 

13. The world war has not by any means re-estahli!Shed the 
harmony between the productive forces and the capita,list con­
ditions of production by the enormous destruction of the 
material means of production and of human labour power. On 
the contrary, the war has shown that the capda1ist conditions 
of prodl1Ction are hampering more and more the productive forces. 
It has made the economi,c chaos and the cr~sis a permanent 
phenomenon uf the decaying capita1ist economic system. 

14. 'Jihe destruction of the productive forces through the 
world war was not by any means uniform. While East and 
Central Europe were redu£ed to famine, the productive apparatus 
of Great Britain and of the countries outside of Europe has 
greatly extended. The centre of gravity of capitalism was trans­
ferred to America. The nmma,l economic equilibrium of the 
world was destroyed. While in Central and Eastern Europe 
production decreased owing to the lack of capital (r'aW mater:~als, 
fuel, machinery) and owing to the underfeeding of the working 
class, the production of the di,stricts with an unimpair1ed pro­
ductive apparatus are hampered by the absence of markets. In 
the former we witness full employment accompanied by starv­
ation wages, and in the latter permanent unemp~oyment. In 
both districts the proletariat is being reduced to penury. 

The visible sign of this decay is the rapid progres'S of the 
depreciation of the currency in tlre impoverished ter,ritocies. 
The world ma;rket, which is based on the exchange of goods 
and iS! kept together by the fact that gold is the world money, 
consists of sec'tions with differing economic and social conditions. 
The lack of a permanent standa:rd makes the amount of the profits 
obtained during the process of production dependent on the fluctu­
ations in currency. That portion of capital which is not yet 
trustified withdraws from pmduction, and becomes in a higher 
degree commercial and speculation capitaL The cont:nued de­
preciation of the currency in the impoverished and deca,ying 
districts is destroying the credit system and reduces thrift to 
economic madness. All this ha;s a disintegrating effect on the 
process of production. 

The connection between the industry and agriculture has 
become weaker, and agriculture has deteriorated. For example, 
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in the countries which were blockaded during the world war, 
where owing to lack of. means of production (cattle, arUicial 
manure, &c.), and the fact that the excessivdy high prices of 
agricultural products enabled the peasants to satisfy all their 
needs, even under diminished production. In countries with a 
h:gh valuta, which usually export foodstuffs, ag~riculture is 
declining because the products do not find purcha.ser;s at pmfit­
able prices. 

The struggle for the a,cquisibon of the dimini1shed world pro­
duction is continuing in a more acute form in separate countries 
as well as on a world scale. The concentration of cap~tal and of 
economic power in the hands of a few people has made great 
str~des, during the wa,r and post-war period. In the impoverished 
districts large sections of the population have become proletarian­
ised : rentiers with fixed incomes (owing to the depreciation of 
the currency), artisans (owing to the enormous increase in pEces 
which makes it impossible to carry on their business), all Govern­
ment officials (who have been reduced to the proletarian level 
owing to the depreciation of curr'ency), which is an incentive to 
br~bery and cor:rupt~on. In all countries the peasants as a, class 
are in strong opposition to monopolist capitaL A split has taken 
place within the peasantry : the big peasants who have grown 
rich are strongly opposed to the smaJl peasants who depend on 
thei.r labour for a living. The conditions of life of the old as well 
as of the new middle class have become worse. The permanent 
crisis-within the Parliaments and bourgeois Governments-is a 
visible sign of the ever-growing acuteness of the cla:s,s struggle 
and of the decay of capitalist society. There is no' firm Parlia­
menta.ry Gove>rnment party in any of the countries. Changing 
party groupings and the continuous sequence of Government 
changes are a c>haraderistic of the crisi,s through which capitali·st 
society is passing. 

But the decisive struggle is being fought out between the 
bourgeoisie and the proletariat. Capitalism is endeavouring to 
weather the crisis through an increased expJoitation of the pro­
letariat. It brings into play an the methods of increased ex­
ploitation. The achievements of the revolutionary demobilisation 
period, the eight-hour day, i,s to be abolished, and longer working 
hours are to be the order of the day. At the same time work 
and explo~tation a.re to be intensified : capitalism is crying out 
for increased productivity. It intends to decrea,se the capitalist 
cost of production by a diminution of real wa,ges fa,r below the 
level of the pre-war period,. 

However, the proletariat is offering a stubborn revolutionary 
r'esistance. The treaeheroru:s trade union leaders and social 
patriots are endeavouring to compel the pro~ebriat to submit 
peacefuHy to increase exploitation in the interest of the continued 
existence of capital:sm. But the proletariat has devdoped clas>s 
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consciousness during the long years of the wa,r, and of the present 
revolutionary period. It has become familiar with the use of 
arms. It would rather fight with arms: in its hand than submit 
to the dictatorship of the capitalists. Ever gro;wing sect:ons of 
the proletariat are losing faith in t,he stability of the capitalist 
social order. The examp1e of Soviet Russia, where a proletarian 
power has been in ex~s,tence for the last five years, inspires the 
revolutionary vanguard with com age and determination. The 
proletariat resists most energetically aH the attempts of the 
capitailist to weather the crisis at its expense. Protracted and 
frequent str~kes are hampering production. Political mas,s 
str:kes and armed risings are interfering with the capitalist 
production. In some countries civil war has become a permanent 
feature. Capitalism cannot any longer depend on the State for 
the pr-otection of its interests. It is obliged to form class troops 
eonsisting of members of the ruling class itself. A large part of 
profits is absorbed by the upkeep of dass domination. 

Cap~tal~sm is powerless in the face of this decay. The 
conquered and impoverished countries go under without 
resistance. Their capitalists seek protection aga,inst the pro-­
letariat by allying themselves with the capita:lists of the victorious 
countries,. The cap:,taEsts of the four great Powers which 
emerged from the war: U.S.A., GreaJt Britain, France, and 
Japan, are endeavouring to weather the crisis by transforming 
aH the remaining parts of the world into colonies for themselves. 
The whole of EUJrope east of the Rhine up to the frontier of 
Soviet Russia is partiboned into economicaUy dependent, 
enslaved colonial countries. Although the :smaller countries 
which remained neutral during the war, have retained a, semb~ance 
of political independence they must follow eeonomicaHy in the 
wake of the imperialist Powers. (Belgium is the sateJ,lite of 
France, and Holland that of Great Britain.) All the others 
have become the prey of the Entente capitalists;. Their means 
of production are rapidly becoming the property of the French 
and British capitali'sits. Their economic policy is d:Ctat,ed by 
British and French capitalists. While Germany, their only rival, 
has been disarmed, the others are ruin:ng themselves by mutual 
armaments which a:re dictated by the interests of French and 
Briti!sh capitalism. In spite of the League of Nations the Pact 
of Peac~e, the Washington Conference, and the disarmament of 
Germany, the world bourgeoisie spends a larger pmt of the pro­
duced wealth for military expenditure than before the world war. 
The four rivals contending for world domination confmnt each 
other armed to the teeth. Their poJicy hover'S between 
assurances of allied faithfulness and threats of war. A struggle 
is being waged for every corner of the earth which ha,s not yet 
become definitely drawn into the orbit of one of the Great 
Powers. Each of them is endeavouving to acquire a monopoly 
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of the largest part of the world market. They are inevitably 
clr~fting towards a new world war. In the meantime the struggle 
for liberation of the chief colonial peopies is assuming more 
acute forms. The British Dominions have emancipa,ted them­
selves peacefully from the domilation of the Motherland. The 
colonial peoples which have been dragged into the war have 
grasped the fundamenta,l reason of t,he supremaey of the im­
perialist white peoples-superiority in wa1r technique. They do 
no longer believe in the stability of foreign wh~1te domination. 
The struggles of the cclonial peoples to throw off the 
alien yoke is extending. This undermines the basis of the 
p,conomjc supremacy of the imperialist Great Powers. 

While t,he disparity between the prudu:ctive forces and the 
capitalist conditions of production is becoming more acute, the 
newly created economic sy,stem of Soviet RUil.sia is becoming more 
consolidated. The proc~ess is a long one, and is rendered more 
difficult by the state of crisis prevailing in the capitalist world. 
Nevertheless, everyth~ng tends to show that ,the ascent of t,he 
Russian economic system will in the future outdistance the descent 
of the economic system of the neighbouring countries. Once the 
deve~opment will have 11eached that stage the struggle for a 
change in the conditions of production in the surrounding 
countries w:;ll receive a strong impetus. The wodd struggle of 
the pmletariat and of the oppressed peoples must adopt itself 
to the economic and political conditions of the respective 
countries. The approaching wor~d revolution and the world 
crisis have affected the various States and territories in var~ous 
ways, either making their respective cond:tionH more ,s,imiJa1r or 
more diverse. Although the chief aims of the working cla:s,s- of 
the capital'st countries on the one hand, and of the oppressed 
peoples on the other hand, are identica,J, the diverse points of 
depnrture necessitate a diversity of method during the ensuing 
pha:s,es until the conquest of power by the proletariat and poor 
peasantry will have been achieved. 

The most important p11emises for the world revolution are : 
( 1) the degree of the economic stability and self-sufficiency of a 
capitalist country or group of countries; (2) the distribution of 
power among the most important classe!s and social sections of 
the country (the degree to which the bourgeois State power has 
been shaken); (3) the degree of development of the bourgeois 
Sta1te. 

According to these premises the various countries may be 
div:ded into the following groups :-

(1) Capitalist countries which the war has enriched and which 
have, in their own territo,ries and in those which are under ,their 
political influence, poss~bi!lities for further capitalist expansion 
where bourgeois democratic institutions still prevail. To' this 
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category belongs : U.S.A., the South African Union and 
Australia. ' 

(2) Capitalist countr~es, also enriched by the war, but having 
a semi-absolutist constitution : Japan. · 

(3) Capitalist countries, the economic system of which has not 
been affected by the war, and which have large colonial pos­
sessions with democratically organised forms of Government : 
Great Britain, Canada. 

( 4) CapitaEst countries which, although victorious in t,he world 
war, hav,~ suffered seve1ely, financ:aHy, and economically, having 
democratically organised form of Government which, however, 
is subject to more or less severe convulsions : Fr'ance, Ita,ly. 

( 5) The ruined countries east of the Rhine either with newly 
established inadequately organised bourgeois forms of Govern­
ment, or forms of Government which are already exposed to 
violent Ievolubonary convulsions : Germany, Austria, Hungary, 
Poland, the Balkan countries, &c. 

( 6) The colonial and semi-colonial countries. 
(a.) India, Persia, Turkey, Corea (where big landowner­

ship is prevalent). 
(7) Countries in which the proletariat is in power : Soviet 

Russia with its federated Republics, and the Fa1r Eastern 
Republic. 

CHAPTER II 

THE CONQUEST OF POLITICAL POWER 

I. THE PROLETARIAT AS THE ACTIVE POWER AND THE LEADING 

CLASS OF THE SociALIST REVOLUTION 

16. Capitalist economy has landed in a cul de sac. From a 
mi,ghty lever for the development of the social forces of produc­
tion and of national wealth, it has been turned into fetters, which 
throttle the productive forces, and into a destroyer of social 
wealth. In its ascent it ,evolved a world economy, and in its 
descent it is destmying world economy. The temporary crises, 
viz., the destruction of the means of product:on and of produce 
were for the capita:1ist economy periodical means1 for the creation 
of a new revival of production. Now the crisis has become per­
manent. The paralysation and destruction of the means of 
production, of human labour power and of produc,e are the normal 
state of decaying capitalism. Prior to the wodd war and the 
revolut:on the capitalist form of economy prevailed. It removed 
the obstacles which impeded it, and made great strides forwa,rd. 
The war, on the contrary, for capita:list economy was a terrible 
weapon of ,s.elf-destruc.tion. It aims at periodic,al repetition on a 
large scale. Capitalism during the period of its ascent made 
deeper the social gulf between cap:tal and labour. Periodically 
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it ruthlessly condemned whole sections of workers to destruction, 
to physical deterioration. It was always accompanied by the 
degradation of. the lower strata of the working e:Ja,ss which was 
made to sweH the ranks of the " lumpen " pro~etariat. How­
ever, capitalism could only continue itis exi~tence by affording 
to the bulk of the working class a normal ex:stence, the upkeep 
of its physical strength and the possibility to bring up its 
progeny-and capitalism did this by allowing some :sections of 
the proletariat to, participate in i~ts ascent. Decay~ng capitalism 
however is sapping the roots of the physical existence of the 
working class. For the bulk of the working class it trans­
forms the present relative impoverishment into absolute 
impoverishment and social degradation into physical de­
gradation. It brutally prevents the cultural elevation of 
the working class. It mows down the proletarian pro­
geny wholeStale. It is endea;vouring to maintain its existence 
at the expense of the normal existence and propagatiorn of the 
working dass, of the class of offic·e emp~oyees, and even of the 
lower and middle grade government emp~oyees. The capitalist 
economic system hatSi reached a stage when it is beg~nning to 
destroy and dissolve its own achievements and the foundations 
of its existence-the aecumulat.ed means of production, the accu­
mulated national wealth, the human labour power. Nor is this 
all. In itts: relent.less struggle for social privileges bourgeois 
soc~ety sacrifices. in cold b~ood the justification of its rights to 
power of bourgeoise civilisation. It ;starves its artists, ~ts 
scientists, and its w,riters. It throws overboard art, literature 
and science a's mere ballast. Bourgeois civilisa,t~on is dissolving 
in lust, refined pmfliga,cy, in drug taking (both stimulating and 
sedative), and in obscurantism in aH fmmlsi. 

The capitalist economic system and capitalist civilisat:on are 
rapidly dissolving. 

Only a new economic soreial order can stay the process of dis­
solution, and decay of the economic s~ystem, build it up anew 
from the debris, make the existence of the workers secure, re­
novate the decaying bourgeois c~vilisation, and restore the 
economy of the world dislocated by capitalism. 

The capitali·st economic system has created by its own 
mechanism all the material pre-requisites for this higher 
economic and social order-for the conscious, systematic and 
un~form management of the economic life of. t,he wmld by society 
for the direct satisfaction of all the needs of society-for 
So,cialism. 

It ha~s created teehnical means by the systematic use of which 
a decent existence can be secured for all the members of 
society, and even ·surplus wealth can be produced. It has itself 
socialised production to a high degree. 

It has become an inevitable and compelling necessity to break 
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the bonds of capitalist ownership, and the !'ea.lisation of the 
S:ocialisation orf the means of production has been brought wi.thin 
the reach of possibility. 

However, capitalist ownership does not d~sappea.r of its own 
accord. On1y the disintegration of capitalist 'society proceeds 
blindly, unoon~5c:ousJy and "by itself," but capitaHst ownership 
is maintained by the political domination of the bourgeo~sie. 
Therdore it can only be brought down by the downfaJI of this 
domina~tion, by a political revolution which destroys the political 
superstructure of the old capitalist order, and being a new social 
class to the front. 

Thus the introduction of Socialism is only po<Ssible by the 
eonscious action and will of the revolutionary class or elas1ses 
which will convert the mere possibiEty of a1 socialist transforma­
tion into a reality by means of the political power which will be 
coneentrated in the hands of those cl~J<~ses. 

17. The proletariat is the executor and the leader of the 
po'itical revolution and of the Socialist change. It can only 
cea:se to he the exploited class by abolishing the antithesis­
capitalism and the social order which was built up on the 
antagonism between those who possessed the means of production 
and those who did nort. It can only emancipate itself as a class 
by freeing society of all dasses. It can only make its existenee 
secure by taking the means of production into its own hands. 
It can only do this by soc:alising these means of production. It 
can only satisfy its industrial needs by making social needs the 
basis of production. It can only abolish idlers and parasites by 
making everyone a worker for the community. It can only 
abolish the lack o{ system by subjecting the whole economic life 
to :ts own system. The basic features of the future society wre 
already a foreshadowed capitalist society. Production is already 
socialised, hut capita,lism robs it of the fruits of socialisation. 
On the other hand, the exploiting function of the capitaEsts has 
become more and more separated from the function of the 
management of production. With the growth of the socialisa­
tioon of production capitalism has to an increasing degree placed 
the technical, commercial and organisat:onal management into 
the hands of the employees, and has limited or reduced the sub­
sistence of the bulk of its employees to the level of mere skilled 
workers. Thus, technical and organisational capacities for the 
management of production are already to be found among the 
pro~etariat. 

In the course of the many years of economic and political 
class struggles the proletar:at has created its own organisational 
cadres, and has developed its class consciousness. Wherever 
capitalism reached a higher degree of unification and concentra­
tion the proletariat has established big economic and political 
organisations. 
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Capitalism is endeavouring to put on the shoulders of the 
proletariat all the burdens and misery entailed by its decay­
the burdens of war as well as the burdens. of capitalist reconstruc­
tion. Physical destruction or the overthrow of capitalist domina­
tion ; misery through inaction or salvaEon by action-such is the 
problem which the proletariat has to solve. 

With the exception of the capitalist class, the big landowners 
and big peasantry, all other classes and sections of society are 
suffering as ru result of the decay of capitaE5m; the smaJl pm­
prietors who depend on the:r own work-the artisans, the small 
traders, the small and poor peasantry, the lower and middle 
grade Government officials·. Owing to the war and to the crisis, 
capitalism has created an ever-growing section of people from all 
classes who, as it were, have lost their political bearings. All 
these sedions and classes are wavering between capitaEsm and 
the working class, between reaction and revolution. The sections 
and classes interest.ed with small ownership cannot play an indt>­
pendent revolutionary role, they become mere adjuncts either 
to the bourgeoisie or to the proletariat. The proJetariat must 
endeavour to detach them from the bourgeoi<S[e, to lead them 
into the rstruggle aga:nst the latter, or at least to neutr·alise them. 
The leadership of the revolution can only be in the hands of 
a elas,s. which, owing to its social role, is able resolutely to 
bring about the severance of these classes from the bourgeoisie. 

In its struggle for emancipation the proletariat grouping 
mound itself all the classes, secLons and forces which are 
opposed to bourgeois class domination-i.e., the revolutionrury 
sections of the petty bourgeoisie, of the intellectuals, and of the 
small peasantry. It even joins the nationali.st-bourgeois revolu­
tionaries who, in the colonial and semi-colonial countries, are 
carrying on the struggle against imperialist domination. 

The proletariat must see to it, however, that in all these 
movements its own revolutiona,ry interest should have the pre­
dominance. "\Vh:Ie proletarian interest demands the most 
radical solution--the overthrow of the bourgeois order-it there­
fore embraoes also the solution of the temporary conflicts of 
other social sections and classes. 

The victory of the pi'oletarian revolution cannot be guaran­
teed secure by the mere fact that the working class has larger 
forces at its dispos1al. 

It is essential that the working class know how to make use 
of their super:or forces at the decisive moment and at the most 
important points, in order to bring their struggle to a satisfac­
tory conclusion. 

II.-THE RoLE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND OTHER 

PROLETARIAN ORGANISATIONS 

IR. In its first starges o·f development the proletariat was in 
habit and mentality .not united a,s a class. It was only in the 
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course of its struggles against the capitalist employers against 
the bourgeoilsie, and especiaHy in the course of its struggle for 
power, that it became united. 

The modern proletariat awse during the early period of capi­
talism from the ranks of the landless peasants and artisan classes, 
and was pmctically and ideologically tied to the bourgeoisie. 
Unlimited exploitation drove the proletariat to revolt against 
the new capitalist for production. In its eady days it fought 
against it with the means and methods of the bourgeoi:s: revolu­
ti-on, and by attacks on the most posit~ve feature of capitalism­
the use of technique. This elemental struggle, carried on by 
false methods (sporadic revolts, destruction of machinery), was 
no remedy against the rapid impoverishment of the proleta.riat. 
After heavy defeats and after long groping in the dark the pro­
leta.riat di·scovered the best weapon for safeguarding the interests 
of the proletariat-solidarity in the refusal to· work. 

The spontaneous strikes of the worker in a particular industry 
against the individual employer during the period of the most 
primitive competitive struggle between the unorganised em­
ployers hit the capitalists in their most vulnerable spot-the 
accumUJlation of profits. The individual unorganis:ed emp~oyer, 
whose workers were on strike, lost Clllstome.rs and orders through 
Lhe competition of the employers whose workers were not on 
strike. 

The necessity to pay interest on capital, the damage to mate­
rial and machinery, and financial liabilities, forced the employers 
to give in. Owing to competition the strikers found work else­
where. This did not only lessen the pressure on the workers, but 
even created a new peril for the employers, whose skilled and 
trained workers went over to their rivals. In the early days of 
Capitalism this was tantamount to destruction, especially in the 
event of manufacturing secrets being delivered to rival manu­
facturers, toge.ther with the trained workers. 

From the strike of the operatives of one industrial concern 
against the individual employer the struggle developed into the 
strike of the operatives of a branch of industry against the 
employel's in that branch, in a particular locaLty, industrial 
district, a country, or s'everal countries. The workers resorted 
tc this extension of the economic struggles in order to make it 
r)ifficult for the employers to carry on their industries with the 
ass:1stance of blockades ; and the employer adopted the same 
methods (industrial organ:sation) in order to prevent competition, 
fiJJ&ncial difficulties and Joss of trade during strikes. Moreover, 
the conctntratiou of the industrial enterprises, the absorption of 
the small and middle concerns by the big and financially strong 
carteJs :md trusts is automatically widening the area of the str:ke. 
The concentration of capital brought with it mass strikes and 
masf lockouts. T'he fighting front of the workers assumed 
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lw ge.,. dimensions ; but the power of resistance of the employers 
also increased. The strikes of the workers of one factory against 
the indiv:dual emp:oyer, which did not affect society as a whole 
Jeyeloped into mass strikes which became social events that 
shrkc industry and the political power of the bourgeoisie to their 
very foundations,, The mass strikes grew into gigantic struggles 
which spread beyond national fwntiers. They taxed the 
resources of international class front to the utmost by their force 
and magnitude, drove the classes into two great ho,stile camps, 
and deve~oped from economic and trade union struggles for safe­
guarding the existence of the wmkers within the capitalist order, 
into political revolutionary struggles for power. 

19. The economic struggles led to the esta.bLshment of 
economic organisations. The spontaneOU'S' strike wceived financial 
support by spontaneous collections. The sporadic struggles and 
the elementary methods of defence led to the formation of craft 
and local organisations. Later spontaneous collections were 
replaced by regular contributions, organisations were formed with 
the object of collective purchases of cheap food, and wh:ch led 
to the establishment of consumers' societies and the co~operac­
tive movement. The magnitude and mas'S' character of the 
strrrggles led to the establis,hment of trade union organisations, 
from local craft unions they developed into central craft and 
industria1l unions, which later federated on national and inter­
nat~onai lines, and subsequently developed into national and 
international central organisations. 

The manifold character of the trade union struggle resulted 
in the elaboration of a complicated strategy and administration, 
Up to 1914 the real substance and meaning of these organised 
class struggles consisted in safeguarding and improving the pro­
letarian conditions of life within the capitalist economic system 
and within the bourgeois State. 

With the development of capitalism these struggles gained in 
magnitude, and the proletaria,t began to undenstand their real 
significance. This aroused an increased proletarian class con­
sciousness, and resulted in strengthening and consolidating the 
power' of the proletarian organ:sations. 

20. Parallel with the building up of the economic organisa­
tions and with the economic struggles, we witness the politieal 
struggle and the construction and elaboration of the political 
organisation. Even the econom:e strike of the operatives of one 
factory against the individual employer is in r~eality a political 
struggle. In the early period of eapitalism the bourgeoisie was 
unable to S\lppress the isolated strike w:,th the assistance of the 
State, and It was ahle to do so in the ca1ses when the workers 
endeavoured to contest exploitation by riots and by the destrue­
tion of machinery. While the proletariat remained for several 
decades in political dependence upon the bourgeoisie it was 
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aJready putting up a violent and victorious struggle against the 
bourgeoisie on the economic field. In this respect the political 
significance of these struggles is important. 

In Great Britain the process of the political emancipation of 
the proletariat from the bourgeois:e had not as yet resulted in 
the formation of an independent proletarian party. The British 
proletariat indirectly took advantage of the rivalry between the 
two bourgeois parties which were competing for politicaJ power, 
and alternately supported the party which promised to fulfil the 
immediate labour demands brought into the foreground by the 
direct economic struggle. Thus, by supporting the Liberals, they 
succeeded in securing the abolition of the Corn Laws, thus 
obtaining cheap bread, and obtained shorter working hours (the 
twelve, and subsequently the ten, hour bill) and other factory 
legislation-by supporting the Tories. 

J n the Latin countries we witness another type of labour 
movement. Owing to the numerical weakness of the proletariat 
and its strictly limited role in the economic life of these coun­
tries, the election pmmises of the bourgeois padiamentarians 
(who had received the support of the workers) remained unfuJ­
filled after the election. The workers, d:sappointed in parliamen­
tary action, neglected the battlefield of bour:geoi.s pa.rliamen­
taris.m, and restrict their actions to the trade union struggle 
(syndica:lism), without however increasing the power of the 
proletariat. 

The third form of the Labour movement, the synthesis of 
the first two, is the German form, which gradua~Jy eBtablished 
side by s:de with an independent political party a trade union 
and co-operative movement working jointly with the party for 
the interests of the proletar:at within the capi.talist order, and 
making use of aU the opportunities offered by the capitalist 
economic s.ystem and the bourgeois State. 

The fourth type is the Russian form of the Labour move­
ment. The political and economic condition in Russia made 
legal activity within the then existing order impossible. Through 
a stubborn and heroic struggle (which claimed many victims) an 
illegal, revolutionary party was formed which aimed at the over­
throw of the political system. The enormous difficulty of the 
struggle created an elite of the bravest and most capable 
fighters of the l'evolutio:na.ry pa1rty who were capable of 
thinking out plans and to put them into practice. This party 
succeeded at the right moment in securing the leadership of the 
masses, to overthrow the old Power, and to establish and vic­
toriously defend the proleta.rian State. 

21. To-day all attempts to safeguard the existence of the 
working class brings the proletariat into collision with the political 
power of the bourgeoisie. ·within the existing political condi­
tions it is no longer possible to make the existence of the pro-
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letariat secure. Hence the necessity to establish a leading organ 
of the proletarian class in the fmm of the C.P., which, as in 
Russia, should be able to organise and to guide the revolutionary 
struggle for power. Contrary to the wavering consciousness and 
determination of the bulk of the working class, the Commun:st 
Party is the embodiment of spiritual and actual class unity. 
It unifies within its ranks· the most advanced, clear thinking, 
and bJavest elements. of the working class. The Communis,[ 
Party organises the proletariat into a class consc:ous body. 

Thf' Communists " have no other interests than those of 
the entire proletariat." 

During the period of decaying capitalist world order only 
centralised international gu:dance and the observance of the 
strictest revolutionary discipline can bring the revolutiona,ry 
struggle of the working class to a victorious issue. 

The Communist Party is a united international party. 
The Communist Party does not aim at assuming power as 

a small minority of the proleturiat. It aims at winning over the 
large majority of the working class (and of the oppressed 
masses which are exploited by capitalism) to the aims and prin­
ciples of communism. It aims at making the wide mass of the 
proletariat into class-conscious determined fighters in the class 
struggle against the bourgeoisie. In these struggles the 
Communist Party :Cdentifies itself entirely with the mrusses and 
becomes their leader. 

It is only as the leader of the working class that the Com-
munist Party will assume power. The victory is not at the 
beginning, but at the end of the revolution. 

The relations of the Communist Party with the existing re­
form~st parties and trade unions are conditioned by the follow­
ing:-

By cling:ng ,to the absolute forms of the pre-war Labour 
movement the reformist and centrist parties are rendering lackey 
service to the bourgeoisie. It is no longer possible to 'safegua,rd 
the existence of the proletariat under a capitalist economie 
system and under capitalist domination. In their attempt to 
" reconstruct " the cap~talist world order the reformist and 
centrist parties are sacrificing the interests of the working class, 
and the class itself. During the struggle for power they beeome 
a shield and an active auxiliary force of the bourgeoisie. After 
the conquest of power they become the centres of counter-revolu­
tionary propaganda, organisation, and action-the rallying point 
of all the classes and sections of society which are opposed to 
the proletarian State. 

Therr>fore the attitude of the Communist Party torwards re­
formist parties may he eharacterised as struggle until they are 
('Ompletely overcome. 

Like the eent.rist and reformist parbes, the refoTmist. trade 
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unions into which the proletarian masses are organised are the 
camp of the bourgeoisie. Fearing the revolutionary struggle for 
power they continuously betray the interests of the working 
class by siding with the bourgeo:sie in the interests of capitalist 
" reconstruction," even in such questions as wages and working 
hours. It behoves us to conquer these mass organisations of the 
proletariat, to rid them of the reformist leadership, and to re­
place their rigid bureaucratic apparatus by factory and work­
shop committees-the live .tmde union organs which are becom­
ing more and more prominent in the revolutionary struggles. 

In taking over the leadership in this revolutionary struggle 
the Communist Party establishes, in the form of Workers' Com­
mittees, spPcific proletarian class organs in which the entjre pro­
letariat is organised irrespective of the sphere in which they are 
engaged. Under the leadership of the C.P. the workers' com­
mittees schooled in the ideo~ogica,l struggle, ars: well as in the 
struggle for power, become the working-class organ of. the p11o­
letar:Can dictatorship. Steeled by the ordeal of civil war and the 
hard, self-sacrificing struggle for the construction of a; Communist 
society, the proleta,riat overcomes the relics of bourgeois action 
and ideology, becomes communistic, overcomes its class enemies, 
and creates (to the extent that it succeeds in destroying the 
bourgeois class), the society which knows no classes, and in 
which exploitation and oppression are impossible. A classless 
society of free human beings will replace the bourgeois world 
order, and in the squalor and blood which the latter entailed 
will d~sappear. 

In its struggle for liberation the proletariat uses all the 
means which circumstances put at the disposal for repelfng the 
enemy and organising the proletarian ,struggle itself-i.e., from 
the economic struggle to the po;itical mass str:ke, from the public 
meeting and the peaceful demonstration to armed rebellion. 

HI. THE ROLE OF VIOLENCE 

22. The bourg,~oisie, including its social-democratic lackeys, 
is raising a hue and cry a,bmit the violent methods of the Com­
munists and about the Communist terror. 

The complaint of the bourgeois is sheer hypocrisy. 
The bourgeoisie itself came into power only by a s,eries of 

blood revolutions, by wars and civil wars. Its " legal " political 
power is the outcome of revolution. 

Right from the beginning of its career the bourgeoisie has 
used violent means in their most concentrated form to conquer, 
extend, and defend its dominions. 

During the present imperialist era, the bourgeoisie has in­
creru>ed to' the extreme the violence of its methods of domination. 

The bourgeoisie, which feels the foundations of its rule giving 
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wa,y, is supplementing e¥erywhere the lega.l state power by 
illegal violence. 

The bourgeoisie treats with contempt its own legislation 
wherever its domination is jeopardised. 

The " peaceful " democracy only exists, in times of historical 
sta,gnation, firmly established class relaLons, and of increasing 
capitalist development. 

During the period of capita1list decline and of convulsions 
affecting class relations " peaceful democracy " is only a mask 
disguising the stern features of the bourgeois dictatorship. 

" No violence " becomes the cry of the bourgeois:e as soon 
as the working class acquires and asserts ,superiority in numbers 
and strength, and hPgins to r'ealise the diversity of its interests 
from those of the bourgeoisie. 

The bourgeoi~ie itself laughs to scorn the " no violence " 
propos:,tion. 

During the prolEtarian revolution in Soviet Russia it insti­
gated countless civil wars, conspiracies, and rebellions, and time 
after time has plunged the country into counter-revolutionary 
wars. 

At the conclusion of the war it drowned in blood the pro­
letm·ian risings in Central Europe. It has made terrorism, 
political assassinations, and conspiracies its permanent weapons. 

It employs a.ll the hellish methods of the wor~d war, from 
poisoned gases to bomb-throwing aeroplanes and tanks, against 
the budding proletarian revolution. 

Bourgeois violence is violence in the inter,ests of the minor:ty 
against the interests of the wide masses. 

Proletarian violence is the combined violence of wide masses 
against the ruling minority. L 

Bourgeois violence is reactionary while proletarian violence is 
revoh.Jtionary. 

The Communists do not deny that it is only by vio!ence, by 
the most acute form of civil war, that the hitherto ruling classes 
w:J:l be overthrown. 

Proletarian violence is inevitable as long as the bourgeois 
vwlence of the minority keeps the wide masses o1' the wor'kers 
in subjection. 

It will become superfluous as the bourgeois minority submits 
to the proletarian majority and gives up its class privileges. 

Bourgeois violence endeavours to perpetuat,e the forcible 
domination over the masses. 

Proletarian violence endeavours to render itself superfluous. 
Proletarian violence, as the violence of the majority, acts 

openly as a class violence. 
Bourgeois violence, as the violence of a sma]] minor:1ty, is 

always compelled to deny its own existence. 
23. In order to conquer the majority of the working Cila:ss, the 
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Communist Party must utilise all the possibilities of bourgeois 
democracy (parliaments, municipal counc]s, administrative 
huci1es, etc.). 1t must aim at conquest of the ma,ss organisa­
tions of the pmleta,riat (the trade unions and co-operative 
societies) in order to transform them from bearers of mere 
reforms into shock troop.g for the overthrow of bourgeois 
dominat~on. 

In all s,truggles the action of the wide masses is the decisive 
faC"tor. 

Individual terrorism and isolated acts of sahotage are not ap­
pH·yriate means of the proletarian class struggle. 

IV. BouRGEOIS DEMOCRACY 

24. The proletariat cannot conquer and retain political 
power by the means and methods of. bourgeois democracy. The 
latter is the final, most developed form of bourgeois society. It 
is the form of government within which the class struggle in the 
capitalistically developed countr:es. will be ultima,te,ly fought out. 

The State apparatus of the bourgeois republic is (like that 
of all the former forms of government) an apparatus for the 
forc:hle oppression of the exp~oited by .the exploiting classes. 

Formal;y bourgeois democracy rests on the equality of rights 
of all the citizens of the State, but the economic domination of 
the capitalists and big landowners transforms the equality of 
nghts into actual inequality. 

All the citizens are presumed to have equal privileges. In 
reality only the posses,sing classe·s· are given an opportunity to 
make a full use of democratic rights. The non-possessing cla;s.ses 
can only make use of them on a limited sca~e, or not at all. 

The right of assembly ! But the capitalists alone have the 
leisure, the assembly halls, and an army of eloquent, intellectual, 
aHd political agents. 

The freedom of the Press ! But the capitalists are the owners 
of the printing wmks and paper mills, and engage the most 
skilled writers and clerical staffs. 

Equal justice ! But the judges themselves are of the bour­
geois. 

The right to knowledge is the privilege of the pos,s,essing 
classes, and therefore it is bourgeois class knowledge. 

Equality of electoral r~ghts ! But the bourgeoisie secures 
predominance by its command over the Press, the schoo~, t~e 
Church, and by a thousand means, with the help of whiCh tt 
achieves supremacy. 

The bourgeoisie rules Parliament by putting, openly and 
secretly, its economic weapons into play. 

However, Parliament is only one part of the Govern­
mfnt machine. 
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The actual State administration is in the hands of the Civil 
SPrvice. 

The most important posts of the Civil Service are filled by 
members of the ruling elasses. These bureaucrats are segregated 
from the masses of the population, and arc imperious to the in­
fluence of the latter, but on the other hand, they are under the 
decisive :nfluence of the bourgeoisie. 

The actual instmments of power in the possession of bour­
geois democracy are the police and military forces. 

Bourgeois democracy merely extends the State machinery, 
it inherits from the ruling class that preceded it by adding to 
it sections of the subord:nate classes, but in doing so it only 
enlarges the instrument of oppression. 

Bourgeois democracy, as the final, most developed form of 
bourgeois class rule, affords the proletarian class struggles a 
wider field than the absolutist-monat'chic-feudalist government. 

Bourgeois democracy is a step forward as compared with 
absolutism and feudalism. 

The working class must fight for bourgeois democraey against 
absolutism and feudalism. 

It must oppose with the utmost energy every attempt to !iub­
stitute bourgeois democracy by absolutist domination. 

However, in order to establish and exercise its own class 
domination the proletariat must br'eak up the bourgeois State 
apparatus, nnd hence the bourgeois State, and must erect the 
proletarian State. 

V. Pnou•:TARIAN DICTATORSHIP. 

~5. The immediate aim of the proletar~an dictatorship con­
sists in forcibly holding down the hitherto ruling capitalist 
minority by the organised proletarian majority, in regll!lating 
public Efe thmugh the proletariat, in taking all the economic 
means of power out o,f the hands of the bourgeoisie, and in 
building up the SociaJist economic system. The proletarian 
dietatorship replaces the bureaucratic-militarist domination over 
the masses by the autono,mous administration of workers' 
c<runcils (and pea,;ants' councils) in the commune, the district, 
the province, and the State. 

The workers' councils are not parliamentarian but active 
wGrking-class bodies. They have under the management legis­
lation, administration, control, justice, and have also executive 
powers. 

Just a;s the workers' councils cannot assume power without 
the leadership of the revolutionary party of the proletariat-the 
Communists, it is only under Communis't leadership that they 
will be able to retain i,t against all attacks. 
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The workers' councils are not elected on a territorial, but 
on the vocational and economic basis, members of the councils 
can be recalled any time. 

The pro:Ptarian State power rests on the armed proletariat, 
the active parts of which are~-the red guards and the Red 
Army, and the reserve-the militia. The proletarian State 
power introduces proleta,rian courts of justice-revolutionary 
tr:bunals in order to accelerate legal proceedings against its 
opponents, and to punish breaches of revolutionary discipline. It 
establishes permanent pro:darian courts for other forms of 
litigAtion. 

The proletarian State power deprives the bourgeoisie of the 
press, the assembly ha:lls, and the schools. 1t introduces social 
education of all without any sex dist:nction. 

In the schools of the proletarian State the training in manual 
work goes together with that in mental work. Thus the per­
formance of productive work is accompanied by theoretic 
training. 

The proletarian State achieves the separation of the Church 
_rom the State and of the Church from the school. It leaves the 
upkeep of the Church and its pr~ests to the believers. 

The proletarian State gives full freedom to aH hitherto op­
pressed nationaJities and parts of nationalities to form inde­
pendent federations. 

By abolishing bourgeois domination and the bourgeo~s pro­
perty system the proletarian State a:bol~shes the social basis for 
domination of man over man. It establishes comp~ete equaJity 
of both sexes, and puts' the right valua:tion on motherhood. It 
overthrows the old form of the family which rested on the ex­
ploitation and slavery of the woman, and transforms the family 
into a, free, moral entity. 

The Communists consider the federation of the Soviet Re­
publics, w:th a common management of military and the 
economic system and of foreign policy, a:s the first step towa:rds 
the unification of. the na,tiona,l Soviet Republics. 

The Communists aim a,t the centralisation o£ the eeonomic 
system of the Soviet Republics. 

In Germany the Communists aim at a United Soc~alist Soviet 
Republic. The Communists demand the abolition of the system 
of separate States and of the division of the Republic into coun­
tries, and insist on the division of the Republic into economic 
territories. 

The German SociaEst Soviet Republic will allow :the popula­
tion of the German-speaking districts outside the present 
Germany themselves to dec:de whether those districts should be 
incorporated into ,the German Republic. 
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VI. THE TRANSITION MEASUREs FOR THE CoNQUEST OF POLITICAL 

PowER 

26. Workers' councils and parliaments, proletarian and 
bourgeois dictatorship, cannot for any length of time exist to­
gether in a big State during the period of the revolutionary 
transition from the CapitaEst to the SociaJist order. 

The workers' councils destroy the parliaments or vice versa. 
The overthrow of bourgeois democracy and the destruction of 

the bourgeois State apparatus is an isolated, violent ad. 
However, the establishment of the workers' councils and their 

development into organs capable of overthrowing and replacing 
the bourgeois democracy cannot be an isolated act. 

The workers' councils must have their beginning from within 
the bourgeois democracy itself. Regardiess of their titles, their 
forms, or their original aims, they will come into being as the 
organs which enable the working class to get the best of its organi­
sational cleavage in order to he able to conduct a united struggle 
as a d:ass. 

It is only through hard and stubborn class struggles that the 
workers' councils will be able to transform the organisational 
unity of the working class into an ideologicaJ unity, which is a 
pre-requisite of its ultimate victory over bourgeois democracy. 

Thus,, between the bourgeois democracy and the Soviet Re­
public there will necessarily be a period during which the workers' 
councils and the bourgeois State will exi:st side by side struggling 
for political power. (Dual government.) 

The bir1th and revolutionary development of the workers' 
councils are unparallel with the growth of the proletarian cJass 
struggle, and with the progressive awakening of proletarian class 
consciousness. 

The workers' councils: give expr,ession to the estrangement, 
severance, and opposit:on of the proletarian mass~es to the bour­
geoisie, and at the same time to their former politicaJ leaders 
who are closely connected with the bourgeoisie. 

The bourgeois-socialist coalition government presents a stage 
of the class struggle in which the bourgeoisie is aheady unabJe to 
dom:nate directly over the ideology of the proletarian masses, 
and in which it is obliged to make use of the Soc~al-Reformists 
and Centrists in order to achieve this aim. 

During the initial stages of the capitalist eris,:s the period of 
the bourgeois-socialist coalition government seems to be an 
inevitable means to arrest the progress of the working class, but 
also to disassociate it (by its own experience) from the bourgeois­
democratic illusions. 

In connection with this, it is the task of ,the Communists to 
accelerate the establi,shment of a united pro~eta,rian militant front 
against the bourgeo~sie by continuous criticism of the political 
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and social experiences of the masses (gained during the 
struggles). 

The necessa,ry premise for this is ·-full freedom of eriticism 
and propaganda and the unconditional organisational independ­
enoe of the C.P. 

The Party must only conduct eommon action with the other 
labour parties and organ:sations as long as this is not detrimental 
to the interests of the struggle. The Pa,rty must also work for 
those pa~rtial aims which are in the interests of the wide masses 
and are not beyond their present mental development. 

During the period in which the independent ma,s!S movement 
of the proletariat has assumed definite dimensions, and its opposi­
tion to the bourgeoisie and to the labour leaders, allied with the 
latter, has become more intense, but in which the majority of 
it is not yet ready to break down the framework of the bourgeois, 
dernocrtttic order, the " labour government " watchword is t~he 
most appropriate means to bring ahout a new phase of the 
emancipa,tion of the proletarian masses from the bourgeoisie, 
and to create a new and higher aim for its movement in 
the direction of proletarian dictatorship. 

The demand for a Labour Government doe,s not only com­
prise the demand for the severance of the leaders of the Reformist 
Labour movement from the bourgeoisie, but above aH the 
creation of new po'ints d'appui for the proletarian power within 
and through the masses themselves, and the des,truction of the 
powerful points d'app!ti of the bourgeoisie. The armed pro­
letariat must be a decisive and powerful point d'appui of the 
labour movement, and the workers' (inc,luding small peasantry) 
and industrial councils' must be the chief political founda,tion of 
the latter. 

With the support of the armed workers and of the worker's' 
councils, the Labour Government disarms the bourgeoisie, des­
truys its organisational connections, and removes the bourgeois 
elements from the State apparatus. 

The Labour Government phase corresponds with a series of 
economic and financial revolutionary transition measures which 
will have to be adapted to the various countries according to 
the conditions prevailing in them. 

These transition measures formaHy still correspond to the 
bourgeois system of property and production, and with the 
bourgeois financial system. In real!ity, however, they consti­
tute an interference into State affairs by the proletarian State 
power in the guise of the Labour Government whieh limits 
the right of dispo!Sal of the capitalists over thei,r property and 
the capitalists' profits in the interest and for the advantage of 
the proletaria,t and of the wide working masses. 

For Germany and a number of other countries the following 
economic transition measures must be taken into consideration :-
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( 1) The part:cipation Of the State in all capitalists' hig in-· 
dustries (confiscation of teal values) and the application of the 
excess profits accruing to the State, in the first instance for the 
abolition of the taxation of the wide masses (indirect, travel, and 
wages taxes). 

(2) The trus.tification or the syndica,Jisation of capitalists' 
enterprises in which the State is participating, under the active 
participation ( contml) of the economic organs of the workers 
and employees (fac:tory committees, trade unions). 

CONTROL OF PRODUCTION 

( 3) In connection with the ahove~abolition of bank, manu­
facturing, and business secrets. 

(4) State monopoly of food and rationing~also wirth the 
aetive and decisive participation of the workers', employees', and 
small peasants' organs. 

(5) State monopoly of foreign trade and banking-again 
under workers' and employees' control. 

All these trans:tion measures (although formally within the 
framework of the bourgeois ownership system) are a1ctually in 
strong opposition to the capitalist cla,ss interests. Their applica­
tion will require an acute and compr,ehensive struggle against the 
bourgeoisie. The bitter and systematic resisrtance of the 
bourgeoisie will naturaHy compel the Labour Gm,ernment to 
transcend in the long run these contrad~ctory half measures, 
to replace the partial appmpria,bon of bourgeois property and 
the restriction of the capitalist right to dispose of it by the com­
plete abolition of bourgeois ownership of the means of prodUiction 
(raw material, &c.), and right of d~sposaL 

It will be compelled to take this further s.tep by the i.nevitabJe 
fact that the capitalists wilJ make use of the remains of their 
right of disposal and of their property in order to conduct a 
stubborn, inexorable, and spitefUl! struggle against the economic 
system of the Laboua- Government with the object orf disorganising 
and sabotaging it. 

The capitalists. will also make use of aU the bourgeois State 
institutions still prevailing within the Labour Government, in 
order to conduct with their assistance a poJi.tica1l struggle 
against it: Parliament, the Courts of Justice, the Army, the 
administration, the press, the schools, and the church, &c. 

Therefore, the Labour Government will be compelled in the 
course of these struggles to abolish (in the interest of self­
preservation) its twofold and contradictory polit:.ca:l form, to 
break up (also formally) the bourgeois State apparatus and to 
make the workers' councils the bearers of the entire State power. 

The temporary co-existence of the bourgeois parliamentary 
democmcy and of workers' councils: as bodi·es carrying on a Jife 
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anu l~Cath struggle, is an inevitable phase during the transition 
from bourgeois democracy to proletarian dictatorship. 

It is impossible to foretell whether the Labour Government 
wia constitute the last most likely phase befor.e the introduction 
of the dictatorship of the counds (Soviets), or whether it will 
be omitted. It is just as difficult to foretell whether a: measure 
of State capitalism in the interests of the working class will 
constitute a transition phase of considerable duration. 

However, this must not prevent the Communists (as long a,s 
the majority of the working class is not yet ready for the immedi­
ate realisation of the Soviet dictatorship and of Socialism) from 
taking into consideration consciously and systematicaHy, these 
hypothetical phases preceding Soviet dictatorship and Soc:alism. 

Should these phases be omitted owing bt the olbstina1te 
resistance of the bourgeoisie and the inertia of its social demo­
cratic lackeys-woe to the bourgeois:·e ! 

CHAPTER Ill 
THE TRANS.FORli'IATION O.F THE CAPITALIST ECONOMIC SYSTEM 

INTO THE SociALIST EcoNOMIC SYSTEM 

:.J7. The inter-dependence of the world economic system, 
which developed under capitalism, appears tol the capitalist 
world, which has forcibly dislocatEd it, in the shape of the 
deterioration of the forces of produBtion. 

The capitalist f01rm of appropria,tion is not any longer in 
harmony with the world economic forms of production. 

The Socialist economic system a~one is· able to do away with 
this anomaly, and to transform the economic system of the world 
into a systemat:c and harmonious whole. It is self-evident tha.t 
a perfect Socialist economic system can be only ca,rried through 
on a world scale. 

A Soc:aEst economic sy.stem in capitalist surroundings must 
bring many sacrifices and must submit to many limita,t:ons 
owing to these surroundings. 

However, it is also self-evident that the proleta.riat, after 
assuming power in one or several capita:list States, cannot wait 
w:th the introduction of Socialist measures until the entire r'e­
maining part of the world has shaken off the yoke of the 
bourgeoisie. 

The limits and sacrifices imposed on Socialist construction 
by the capitalist surroundings, will grow less as the proletariat 
extends the area of its dominat:nn and strengthens its forces 
of production. 

However, the proletariat, having obtained poEtical power, 
must begin at once to introduce measures leading to the realis­
ation of Socialism. 
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It can retain its power in the continuous open or disguised 
struggle against the forces of the decaying bourgeoisie by de­
IHiving the latter immediately and relentlessly of its economic 
weapons which are the last and the strongest foundation of its 
political power. 

It must, in the first instance, take measures for the removal 
of the debris which the collapsing capitalist economic system 
and the bankrupt financial system of the bourgeois State have 
left behind them. 

It is absolutely necessary :-
To repudiate the national debt, as well as the war loans, 

with the excrption of subscriptions, the amount of which is to 
fixed by the State. 

Another measure (A it has been omitted by the bourgeois 
Republic) is : the confiscation of the fortunes and incomes of the 
reigning houses for the benefit of the community. 

The proletarian State cannot (on principle) recognise any 
debts to foreign countries, war indemnities, &c., of the bourgeois 
State, which it has replaced. It must inevitably aim at the 
repudiation of all the foreign obligations. 

However, the extent in which this aim can be achieved will 
depend on the stat,e of the bourgeois and pro1etarian forces 
outside its frontiers. 

The first steps which the C.P. demands for the construction 
of the Socialist economic order are as follows :-

( 1) The expropriation of the land of all the big and medium 
estates, the formation of Socialist agricultural co-operative 
societies and of large agricultural enterprises under a united 
control management within the State, the division of the big 
estates on which the work is done by small holders. 

The small peasant farms remain in the possession of their 
present owners until their voluntary a1'lsociation with the Socialist 
co-operatives. 

(2) The expropriat:on of the mines, foundries, banks and 
all big industrial concerns and traffic enterprises. A centraEsed, 
uniform, economic system. State monopoly of foreign trade. 

(3) The amalgamation of the small industrial concerns into 
autonomous co-operative societies. 

(4•) Universal obligatory labour. 
State maintenance of those unable to work (children, old 

people, invalids, &c.), and of the unemployed. 
The transformation of the capitalist into a Soeialist economic 

syst,em necessitates a transformation of working-class morals and 
labour disdpline. Voluntary Socialist Labour discipJine takes 
the place of the capitalist compulsory discipline. It becomes 
the duty of the workers themselves and of the organs within the 
factory and the workers' State elected by themselves, to enforce 
this discipline. 
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With the disappearance of the capitalist exploiters, and 
Lite transfer'Pnce of the ffl·ctories, mines, big agricultural concerns, 
&c., to the ~vorkns and to the workers' State, the former methods 
of struggle of the workers against capitalist exploitation (strikes, 
passive resistance, &c.), lose their raison d'etre. Henceforth 
these forms of struggle become attacks against the workms' State 
it~elf. They only r•etain their ,significance in the case of those 
industries which the Soviet State has still left in the hands of 
the capitalist emp~oyer. The Soviet State is obliged to interfere 
in favour of the \Yorkers in all conflicts between workers and 
··upitaEst employers. 

With the disappearance of the capitalist system, the role of 
the trade unions changes completely. From being organs of 
economic stru~gle and r•evolutionary changes they became im­
portant and prominent executive organs of the Socialist economic 
system. With this aim in view, they must transform themselves 
from vocational and industrial unions into unions of production. 
They must be represented in aJl the economic organs' of the State. 

The consumers' and producers' eo-operative societies are in­
eorporat.ed into the Socialist economic system. They become 
State organs for distribution and production. 

:.!8. As the proletarian dictatorship gradually achieves its 
aims, breaks down the resi.stance of the bourgeoisie, makes 
Socialism a, reality, and thus abalishes class dist:nctions, it 
renders superfluous its organs orf suppr•ession, viz : the proletarian 
State which represents the final form of Government. 

The State gradually disappears. 
Socialist society which was necessarily tainted with .the 

economic, moral, and spiritual ideas of the old social order, gets 
rid of the last vestige of those ideas. It transforms itself into 
the CommQnist social order. 

The ob>;olete State is replaced by social management, the basis 
of which is a type of human being with a compLetely new 
mentality. 

CHAPTER. IV 

INTERNATIONAL TASKS 

2U. The conquest and maintenance of polit~ca:l power depends 
in all their stages largely on the internationa,l co-operation of 
the working class with the nationalities oppressed by the eapitaJist 
yoke. The united C.P. which has constituted itse:f into the C.I., 
represents consc:ously and systematically the international unity 
of the proletarian struggle for emancipation. In all the struggles 
fm emancipation whif'h arise within nationa:l frontiers, the C.I. 

(GO) 



st,(!Jnds up for the joint interests of the world proleta.riat. The 
interests of the international revolution transcend those of the 
naLonal revolutions. The C.I. is the home of all the exploited 
and opprPs5ed classes and nations. The C.P. of Germany is 
incorporated into the C.I. as a section of the revolu­
tionary world power. The C.I. unites a.ll the revolutionary 
forces of the working class and of the oppressed peoples for the 
defence of the already existing proletarian Sta1t.es, for the 
common class struggle on an international seale, for the con­
quest of the political power of the proletariat in the capitalist 
countries, for the liberation of the colonial and semi-colonial 
countr:es from imperialist enslavement and oppression, for the 
revolut:onary struggle against the imperialist war, and for the 
repudia.tion of the imperia.list peace treaties. 

The aims 01f the C.I. is the world federation of Soviet 
Repub]ics. 

The C. I. will lead oppressed humanity out of the ru~n, the 
cham, and the sanguinary barbarism of the collapsing capitalist 
world. It is a question of clearing away a world of ruins, of 
conquering a world of enemies, and of constructing a new world. 

Pro~etarians and oppwssed peoples of all countries unite and 
rally around the banner of the Communist InternationaL 
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Draft Programme of the 
Communist Party of Bulgaria 

(SECTION oF THE CoMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL) 

I MPERIALISM and the great imperiaEst wa.r led to a pro­
found economic, social, and political crisils: in capitalist socidy. 
They opened the epoch of the proletarian revolution, whose 

act was the victorious revolution of the Russian proletariat. 
Capitalism is impotent to find a way out of this crisis. The 

chaos in prodqction and commerce grows ever more hopeless 
and attains utterly unprecedented d:mensions.. The poverty and 
wretchednesS' of the proleta,ria.t and the lower middle cla1~s, who 
comprise the enormous majority of the population, are increa.sing 
at a terrible rate. The hostility between the great imperialist 
States is becoming intens::fied, so that the danger of a fresh im­
perialist war, involving ever greater dangers to mankind than 
the previous one, grows more and more imminent. The cJ.w;;s 
conflicts, in which larger and lar:ger numbers of the WoTkers 
become involved, are being intensified to the pitch of one civil 
war. The foundation of capitalism is crumbling. In its fall 
the capitalist system thre:artens to bury the nations beneath its 
ruins, to thrust them into barbarism and to dcom them to 
degeneration and to death. The only issue for human~ty from 
the abyss• is through the victory of the proletarian world revolu­
tion. Material and social conditions are ripe for this victory. 
The task of the C.P.B. of all lands is to organise the workers 
and the lower middle c,lass for the struggle to lead them to battle, 
:n order to prepare, to hasten and to. ensure the victory of the 
revolution, the overthrow of eapit111lism, and the realisatiot1 of 
Communist .society. 

Tn the Balkans and in Bulgaria, the nationalist poli<'y of 
conquest of the Balkan bourgeoisie, co-operating wJ,h the 
interests and rivalries of the various dyna:sties, and with thf' 
machinations of the imperialist bourgeoisie of Europe, have led 
to wars of which the end has not yet come. Thereby the 
Ba,lkan peoples have been almost completely ruined, and have 
been subje-cted to a new economic and po:itica1l yoke, that of 
Entente imperialism. Notw~thstanding certain temporary and 
apparent successes in some of the Balkan lands, there has ensued 
an inevitable bankruptcy of the na,tionalist policy of the Balkan 
bolllrgeoisie, and thereby the basis of their domination has been 
underm'ned. The economic, social, and cultura.l development 
o{ the Balkan peoples has been completely arrested by the decay 
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of domestic capitalism and by the foreign imperialist he1gemony. 
The fearful devastation of the country and the poverty of the 
masses of the workers,, has simult.aneomly given an impetus to 
the struggle of the workers and the lesser peasant. The tide of 
the pmletarian revolution in the Balkans, the revoluLon that is 
destined to break the chains of the social and national sub­
jugationS! of the BaJkan peop~es and the Bulgarian nation, is now 
rising. 

The general crisis in the capitaHst world and in the Balkans, 
intensified in Bulgaria, as in all the defea1t.ed countries, by the 
colossal war indemnities, imposes upon the C.P. of Bulga1ria an 
immediate ta5k. It :s to organise the proletariat and the ,}ower 
middle Cllass for the decisive ma1ss struggle against exploitation, 
poverty, and degeneration, and to pave the way for the ap~ 
proaching victory of the proletarian revolution in the Balkans 
and in Bulgar:a. 

The cause 'of the widespread and intense crisis and of the 
deccay of capitaiism and also the material cond:tions which will 
bring about the v:ctory of the proletarian wor:d r'evolution, are 
intrinsic in capitali's't society. The C.P., in determining its 
aims, !Starts with a1 precise analysis of capitalist production and of 
its latest imperialist phase. Capitalism deve'ops by way of the 
destruction of petty indus,try and petty agricultme. The inde­
pendent artisans and the small ho~ders suffer more and more 
from capitaLst competition until, ruined, they join the rank1s of 
the C.P. Those among them who continue to maintain their 
private proprietary rights, become dependent none the less 
upon the urban traders or upon the bankers or upon the 
village usurers, so that their working conditions grow 
continuaHy worse, and greater sacrifices are forced upon them 
while the small pmducers are thus being proletarian:\sed, and 
while the poverty of the petty owners in the towns and the 
villages is rapidly incret11sing, /the meallJS, of produ~tion 1a1re 
passing into the hands of an ever smaU number of capitalists. 
The centralisation of capita1l and the concentrat:on of the means 
of production becomes increasingly marked. Large-scale 
capitalist production makes inexorable progress. 

The characteristic feature of capita1ist production is that the 
means of production pass ~nto the hands of a numerically small 
class the bourgeoisie. The preponderant masses, of society, 
cons,isting of the workers and the semi-proletarian small pro­
ducers, are compelled, in order to secure a liveiihood, to sell their 
labour power to the capitalists and to submit to exploitation 
by the latter. The bas::s of capitalist production is surplus 
va1lue or the unpaid labour of the workers. The a1im of capita,'ist 
pmduction is profit. The application of machinery to the work 
of p11oduction, and the various technical advances wh;ch increaiSe 
the productivity of labour and sweil the total of commodities 
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to an amazing extent, are of advantage only to the capitalists 
and to the pd3sessing c:lasses. As far as the workers are con­
cerned, these changes merely increase their dependence and 
intensify their exploitation by capitaL 

The development of capitalist production increa1ses the number 
of the workers employed in production, involves the women 
and children in the task of production, creates a reserve rurmy 
of labour, and thereby inc11eases yet further the exploi.ta;tion 
of the pro~etarirut. In times of economic c1isis, unemployment 
(which is a perpetual accompaniment of capitaEst production 
and a terrible cur,se to the workers), russumes vaiSt proportions. 

The anarchy of capitalist production, in which everyone pro­
duces without considering the needs of the market, and without 
any possibility of considering these needs, the competition between 
the capitaEsts within each country and between the capitalist 
groups o,f various lands, the enormous increase in the am-ount 
of commodities, and the intensified exploitabon of the worke:· 
and of the lower middle class-give rise to periodicaHy recurring 
Economic crises: which are a:ccompanied by widespread unemp'oy­
ment and terr~ble poverty for the working masses. During these 
crises, when millions of unemployed workers tramp the streets­
idle because they have pwduced too much, and because the 
capita!ist wa11ehoU1ses are gorged with commodities-the insolub'e 
contradiction of capitalist society grow plain to the most 
superficirul observer. 

In this way, every advance in the evolution o£ capitalism, 
every perfection of machinery, and every a:chievement of 
technical progressr, leads, not to an increase in the well-being of 
society, but merely to an expa,nsion of the wealth of the 
pr~vi:eged minority which c:ontrols the means of p['oduction 
and distribution. Simultruneous<ly, the misery of the great 
majority of the population grows ever more intense. The con­
trast between the classes becomes mol'e conspicuous, the gulf 
between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, between the possess.­
ing class and the working class widens; day by day, unemploy­
ment, uncertar:nty as, to the future, deprivation among· the masses 
of the population, increase with giant strides. 

Concunently with this accentuation of class eontra.~ts, the 
civil war between exploiters and exploited, between the bour­
geoisie on the one hand, and the proletariat and semi-proletariat 
producers on the other, grows more acute. The number of the 
fighting workers increases; their organisation, their diseipl,ine, 
and their elruss consciousness are improved. There also ensues 
an increase in the number of those belonging to the Jower middle 
elass which are willing to fight under the working elarss banner. 
The strength of those who fight for the aims of the working 
class, and the day of the final overtbro'w of the capitalist 
rer~·ime approaches. At thP same time, thP techniqup of prodtw-
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