lnternatioual Press-Correspondence No. 3

were chased back to the villages. The belief in the coming of the
Anti-Christ, which had found a large following, disappeared.

And the seed was actually arriving. It was being unloaded
day and night, in the towns, at the railway stations. Never was
work more willingly done than then. Railway and transport
workers, many far advanced in years, competed with the ed
Guards. Without complaining, half-starving, ra%ged men loaded
millions of poods at the designated situations. Instead of doubt
the infinite patience, the characteristic of the Russian peasant.
again came (o the surface. The corn-piles were carefully watched,
but one did not need to employ one's own guards; the peasanis
are the best watchmen.

fo steal the corn from Mother Earth,—that the peasant cannot
do. The sacrilege would be too great. ‘‘It has been sént for her,
not for us”, says the peasant. And after ! Even if the peop’e
die it does'nt malter ; an empty field is worse than death.

The peasants are bul now beginning to think of themselves,
after the jov of the first seed has passed away, of inevitable
death, of the children who would have been better never borm....
tlowever there is no more {o be seen of the former panic in the
villages of the Volga region. Hunger snatches away the children,
swells the arms and legs of the adulis and causes, the teeth of the
strongest youths to drop. The people are waiting however, calm
and composed, They beliéve Ilelp is coming ! And,4everish and
with burning eyes, tney listen to every report from the fortunate
regions, from the places wlere they eat every day, where the
people do not yet know the tasle of grass, bark and wood-
shavings.

Gifts for Russia’'s Hungry.

The Soviet government has received the following gifts from
foreign governments, organizations and private individuals :
400,000 poods of meal, 20,000 barrels of herring, 128,000 poods
of dried cod-fish, 200 pocds of soap, 136,000 poods of various
food products, 3000 suits and overcoas, one cargo of medical
supplies and in addition medical supplies of a total value of
100,000 Norwegian kronen.

The contributed food is apportioned among the various coun-
iries as follows ? America 122,000 poods and wagon-loads, Eng-
land 54000 poods, Germany 1,600 poods, Norway 120,000 poods
and 20,000 barrels, Poland 60,000 poods, Finland 7,000 poods,
Sweden 300 poods, Esthonia 8,000 poods. The Russian Soviet

~ povernment contributed 50,000 poods, the Norwegian 120,000

roods, the Persian 60,000 poods, the Esthonian 6,600 poods, the
ARA (American Relief Administration) 92,000 poods and 210
wagon-loads, the Lithuanian Red Cross one wagon-load, Swedish
workers and artisans 300 poods and the London League fot
Children’s Relief 30,000 poods.

[he German rclief bureau hias sent a steamer with medicamenls
and medical supplies, the Norwegian government 100,000 kronen
for the purchase of medical supplies and the Nansen Committee
3000 suits and overcoats. Various firms and private individuals
have donated ¥4 cases of shoes. The contributions in money were
as tollows: From English citizens through comrade Krassin,
120,000,000 Soviet roubels; from Esthonia, 5,500,000 Esthonian
marks ; from Finland, 10,000 Fionish marks; from Latvia,
400,000 Lettish marks ; from Lithuania, 40,000 German marks ;
totaling a sum equal to 38,304 gold roubles.
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Otsovism.
By (. Zinoviev.

In the next number of the “Communist International” Comrade
Zinoviev is publishing an essay on “The Tactics of the Commu-
List International, %Ve intend to publish several extracts from
this article in the near future. The present passage is an exFlan-
ation of the term ‘“Otsovism”, to which Comrade Lenin alluded
in his open letter {o the Jena Congress of the German Commu-
nist Party.

What was Otsovism in the Russian labor movement?

The comrades in other countries, who are now very well ac-
quainted with the tendency characterised as Menschevism, should
also get to know the other tendency known as Otsovism. In the
period of the worst counter-revolution in Russia, in 1908, the
group of the extreme “left”, who accused the Bolsheviki of

opportunism and demanded the recall ol the members of the
social-democratic fraction in the Imperial Duma, split away from
the Bolsheviki. (The word “Otsovism” comes from the lussxgn
for recall - “Otsyv".) Even before that the “lefl" communist
group had propagated the boycotl of the clections for the Third
Duma being o! the opinion that participation in ihe elections to
such a Duma meant treason fo the working class. The foreign
“et” comrades sometimes conjecture that the entire import of
Otsovism is boycott. And since these Comrades are not at
present for the boycott of parliamentary institutions, they belieyve
that they have nothing in common with Otsovisi and that we
accuse them without reason when we compare them with the
Otsovists. In reality. however, the miiter is not so .\in_lplc as all
that. The boycott was actually one of the charactenstie features
of the Otsovist tendency but it by no means exhausted the intel-
lectual content of this movement.

Russian Otsovism was born and flourishod just in the vears
of the interval between the two revolutionary waves. In 1906 the
revolutionary wave which had vizen so high in 1905 dially col-
lapsed. In 1911 1912 the new flood, which rose so swifily
after the Lena sirike, Legan. Between 1007 and 1911 lies the
period of the blackest reaction, of decay in the working-class, ol
the growth of the Menshevik (liquidating as we then expressed
it) vagaries of betrayal, of partial defeats, etc. In this period
Czarism and the bourgeoisie tried to destroy Bolshevism once
for all. They gave the Mensheviki a certain monopoly of legality
and persecufed the Bolsheviki in every possible way. They pro-
voked us to premature conflicts in order to drown the Bolshevik
movement in workers' blood and deprive it of all support in the
working-class. There arose a rather comnplicated and fine co-
ordination of forces among Stolypin, the hberal Russian bour-
geoisie (Cadets), the Mensheviki and the Rieht Social Revoluno-
naries, with the design of depriving the Bolsheviki of their basi:
in the workers' mass-movement, of transforming them into 2
ossified sect, of compelling them to sink to the level of incffectual,
impotent shouters It was our duty in this period to femain
in close contact with the working masses cost what it might, and
at the same time to remain true (o our revolutionary flag. We
lad to learn how to enter without shouting, without too umany
phrases, into every legal and illegal working-class organizanon,
even the most banal. We had to expose the treason of the Men-
sheviki at every opportunity. At the same time we did not con
fine ourselves fo phrases but did the inconvinient, everyday work
in the ranks, and worked in the parliamentary Duma fraction,
in the legal und illegal trade-unions, in the co-operalives, the wor-
kers' clubs, the gymnastic and musical societies and in the illegal
working-class press. The Otsovists had many valuable workers,
deeply devoted to the revolution, in their ranks.

Among the leaders of the Otsovists there were many old par-
ty-workers intellectuals and Bolsheviki who later came back o
us. But in the difficult, terrible years, in which the future fate of
the Bolshevik parly was actually decided, the extreme “left” Of-
sovists did very serious injoury to Bolshevism and in reality
aided the Mensheviki. As a result of its revolutionary im-
patience, its rashness, its attempt to spur the party 10
a cup at a time when the masses were not yet ready for a
struggle, its foolish boycott tendency, its revolutionary phrases,
and its senseless theory, that the movement can be *‘activated”
by trying to supplant the large working masses by a small
party—as a resull of all these characteristics Otsovism was
in the above-mentioned period a great danger {o the revo-
lution. The Bolsheviki were compelled to carry on a long and
very violent fight against the “left” Otsovist tendency, a struggle
which led to a sharp split.  After the Otsovists had split away
from the Bolsheviki, as a rcsult of the logic of circumstances
and of the logical consequences of their fundamentally incorrect
position they came to a working agreement with the Mensheviki
agains( the Bolsheviks. The nearer the coming of the revolutio-
nary uprising, the more Otsovismi withered, the more decidedly
the best workers who had previously supported the Otsovisis re-
entered our ranks, the ranks of the Bolsheviki. They realised
that we had maintained our point against the left bombasts. The
convinced themselves that only thanks {o our tactics was contact witl
the masses maintained and our party preserved not a sect of
“left” phrase-mongers, but the leader of the masses. The second
Russian revolution actually began before the outbreak of the war
in 1914. The war only hastened it. The power of the Bolshevik
élite is based on the fact that the party maintained contact with
the masses in the darkest period, a few years later led the entire
working-class in the decisive struggle against the bourgeoisie,
and in October 1017 achieved victory.
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The Tacti¢cs of the Communist
I:]'emational.

By G. Zinoviev.

The decisions of the Third World Congress of the Communist
International are being interpreted in every paossible way. Not
only opponents but even certdin of our l’{ri
understand the significance of the Third Congress. And yet

all Communists must cleagly copgprebend the role and signifitance °

of the'Third Congress and iis position in the fight for' the
emancipation of the world proletariat in order to be able to
intelligently take part in the presemt struggle.

The importance of the work of the Thi;y %ongress lies wm the
fact that the Communist International has adapted its tacties to
a new situation. The Communist International tollows the sanie
general path as before. But it must take into account new
obstacles; where it is necessary, it slackens its pace, avoids the
abysses, to-day retreats in order to better organize the attack
for the morrow, holds back the advance guard wlhere the main
body of the army 18 too far to the rear.

The or(':ganization impulse has, in the two years of the existence
of the Communist International, without any doubt grown
enormously. There is no doubt that the communist parties in
1021 represent a Frealer organized force than in 1919. But the
masses’ impulse of spontaneity in the struggle, the unconquerable,
elemental impetus of exaltation has become weaker i these two
years. The enemy has grown stronger during this period; the
bourgeoisie has consolidated its forces, has organized.

It has recovered from its disintegration of the after-the-war
period, has regrouped its forces and again faces us as a serious,
in certain places, threatening opponent. The social-democrats,
supporters of the Second and the 2): Internationals, have,
durning 1919-1921, done all in their power to make possible the
bourgeoisie’s consolidation. In the period when the the bour-

eoisie was helpless, during the months when the capitalist
eaders were trembling in every limb, when the bourgeois parties
were swaying like reeds in the wind, almost everything was
dependent on the subjective factor, on the degree of the working-
class’ preparedness, on the revolutionary will and decision of
its parties and trade-unions. In these decisive moments the
social-democrats of the Seeond and 2)% Internationals threw all
their weight into the scale-pan of the bourgeoisie. On account
of that we will only be able to attain that which we could have
won in- 1919 with a sinﬁle blow, by the expenditure of enormous
efforts. On, account of that the Third Congress of the Communist
International had to adapt its tacties to the new conditions.

No step must be taken at the present time which permits the
enemy to exercise his influence upon the working masses! Capi-
talism is ruling today with the assistance of the yellow trade-
unions, with the assistance of Amsterdam and of the Second and
2% Internationals. For that reason, if for no other, the trade-
unions must be oon&uered and freed from the influence of the
‘“yellows”. The quicker. the intensification of the general revo-
lutionary crisis, the easier will it be for us to pass to the final
decisive conflict.

_The new tactics of the Communist International are characte-
rised by the follo : :

To the masses ... down into the depths of the proletarian aud
semi-proletarian masses. Participation in the minor daily strugg-
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les, even if carried on for the most insignifi i

' ed he significant improvement of
the standard of lm,ng. Participation in all workers’ grganiutions
frou'u the workers’ councils to the athletic clubs and musical
societies. Persevering propaﬁanda for the ideas of the dictator-

ship of the proletariat in all these organizations. Congquest of
the majority of the working-class for Communism. Systematic,
determined, and percistent preparation of the working masses
for the coming struggles. Careﬁd work in the creation of illegul
organizaltions. Puricnrt, indomitable work for the arming of the
workers. The establiShment of strong, independent communist
parties, purified of -apportynists, centrists and semi-centrists.
Aboyeall; ... Conquegliof the {radc-tigions.

The Thitd Cohgres ',ﬁ' its further development of the decisions
of the*Setond Congre#s of the Communist International wanted
fo Bay this ang onlMis, The Third Congress was able to
draw thé* necessary : pidctical conclusigns from the changed
sifuation and it adapfed the tactics of the comniunists to the new
conditions. It was able to call and prepare the parties for
positive work corresponding to the altered circumstances. That
was its great significance.

Before the Congress, the labor movement of the whole world
was in a very difficult and complicated position. The communist.
must always clearly give themselves account of the complications
in a given situation in order to find news methods of contact with
the masses. Instead of doing this the impatient “left” is acting
in a manner that threatens to destroy the entire built-up or-

anized party apparatus, without through their activities drawing
the masses to them. On the contrary, through this procedure
the danger arises that the masses may eventually be driven into
the camp of the social-patriots and centrists.

The Third Congress of the Communist International was un-
conditionally duty bound to correct these errors and, in so much
as it ‘was unavoidable, to fight the “left" tendency determinedly.
A number of comrades, among them the leaders of the VKPD.
(German United Communist Igarty), have, no doubt, made only
;)}:m ‘;mstalt(e: they f.alse’lly estimated the situation. In so far as

e do not persist in their error and openly give up the fal
“Theory of the Offensive” (and we havget;ﬁ’ ﬁ:e relion in 1}81:
world to maintain that a rather important number of the German
comrades have really disavowed this error), the matter can be
considered as settled and it only remains for the Communist
International to turn to account and draw the lessons from (hese
mistakes. But as long as there are comrades and groups of
comrades in Germany (the group of comrade Maslow) and
probably in other countries who raise these committed errors to
the !eve! of a theory and make of it a pearl of creation, who
persist in this ‘“leftism”, the Communist International will be
constrained fo carry on the most determined struggle against
this tendency, which is very analogous to Russian lgtlovi-n. In
general the international working-class is without doubt at
prresent experiencing a pause between two revolutionary waves.
The elemental mass uprising, which began at the end of the
imperialistic war and shook Europe for two years, has at the

resent time here and there come to a standstill. At all events
it hat taken on new forms. In a number of countries the bour-
geoisie has gone over to the offensive against the workers. Bour-
geois reaction at its worst is now raging. Fascism, the
and similar White Guard bourgeois g":a‘nintiom.n'\viﬂ, o?r 06\;‘.:::
not save capitalism from destruction, but the
dents for the formation and flourishing
were not present previously and have only now when
the a:?engrhened bourgeoisie has put us here and there on the
defensive.
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Of course, this does not mean that the revolution is over, as
Hilferding and Co. think; it does not mean that 1919-1920 was
the highest point of the revolutionary movement and that we
now face a period of quiet, in which the workers must employ
the moderate trade-union, or what amounts to the same thing,
social-democratic tactics. Not at all. In 1908-00 the Stolypin
reaction in Russia reached the climax of its success. The Menslie-
viki predicted that the revolution was over, that, in order to
fight a constitutional monarchy, we should become a moderate,
reliable, stylish, European” social-democratic party. We Bol-
sheviki were fighting the left tendency, but we did not forget for
a moment that the tasks set by the revolution of 1905 were nol
yet liquidated, that new combustible .1naterial was accumulating,
and that social evolution was unavoidably bringing on the new
revolution, which would be much more powerful than that of 1905,

We now see the same process on an international scale. The
German Social-Democracy has issued the draft of a new program
which clearly demonstrates that the German Social-Democracy
has openly transformed itself from a socialist party into a bour-
&ois democratic parly of peaceful reform. The German Social-

mocratic ‘‘leaders”, born blind, carefully avoid even the words
‘‘class-struggle” in the draft of their new program. They fear
the class-struggle as the devil the sign of the cross. The are
firmly convinced that the bourgeoisie has completely overcome
all the difficulties of the after-the-war period, and that the bour-
geois regime will rule for another hundred years and will Le-
come more and more “reformed” and ‘“‘democratic”. The German
Independent Social-Democracy and the entire 2!¢ International,
inspired by it, proceeds from the same standpoint. When Crispien
at the Halle Congress compared the present-day situation wilh
that of Europe in 1840, he desired to say that, as at time, the
revolutionary movement of to-day reached its final conclusion
in 1919. The Italian reformists and Serrati have exactly the same
opinion. The question is here presented in a manner that in
many ways reminds one of the attitude of the Russian Menshe-
viki during the above-mentioned years of reaction. Martov and
Dan at that time put the question, ‘“‘what are we experiencing
1847 or 18492" \Bithout an instant's hesitation they answercd,
1849, of course”. 1847 meant to them the insfant just befoie
the beginning of the revolution; 1849, the end of the revolution.
The Bolsheviki were mistaken in their estimation of the tempo,
as they conjectured that the new revolution would begin much
sooner than in reality it did. No one could know {hat the
counter-revolution in Russia after 1005 would last a complete
decade. The Bolsheviki could not exacily predict if the then
uncertain equilibrium would last 2 or 4 or 10 years. As Marxists,
however, they could foresee, and did foresee that the second
revolution was unavoidable. In this connection they were in the
right when they disavowed the ‘‘Hypothesis of 1849,

We see the same thing now. Since we are no prophets, none
of us can say exactly how many months or years will pass
before the victory of the proletarian revolution in the first of
those important countries which really determine the fate of
the World Revolution. One thing, however, we know exactly, and
the new analysis of Europe's economic situation at the Third
Congress has again completely convineed us of it:

The revolution is not over. We are not very far distani jrom
the period in which new conflicts will begin, which will shake
Europe and the whole world in a much greater degree thun
the sum total o fall previous struggles.

On the basis of the most moderate analysis of all the principal
factors in its development, the Third Congress of the Communist
International came to the unshaken conclusion that the Revo-
lution is not very far off. . . . . .

In the flourishing period of the counter-revolution in Russia,

- during 1907-1011, the Bolsheviki said. “The objective situation is

much more revolutionary. The problems of the revolution are not
yet solved”. Our principal canon, our leading star, upon which
our entire program, all our tactics were based, was the inevila-
bility of a new revolution. At the present time there exists an
uncertain equilibrium. But just because of that, because the new
revolution 1s inevitable, we, the party, we, the advance guard
of the working-class, throw our entire weight in the sca e-pan
of the revolution. Sooner or later, our scale-pan will become
heavier and we will win.

The problem on an international scale was stated in {his
manner by the Third Congress of the Communist International.
Anyone who, even in the slightest degree, renounces the idea
of the new revolution ceases to be a communist. He goes over
to the camp of the Second or 2 International. He is no longer
our comrade. In this sense the struggle against the right still
remains our principal one. But in order not to turn our pre-
paration for the victorious proletarian revolution info a manner
?}l‘es ‘M‘t'x', ‘\;led ::ust t;iant'ryh onB tre same battle of ideas against
againe; the Otsoviczts. at the Bolsheviki in their time carried on

0

This comparison is not a splitting of hairs. lhe air 1s lilleq
with the germs of Otsovism. The Neo-Otsovism fhad to arise in
such a difiicult, painful period as that which the international
labour movemwent iz now passing through,  Only when the mosgy
advanced scction of the communists will be in a position to diaw
the necessary conclusions from the lessons of the past, will we,
as it were, be able to reduce the overhead costs and diminisl,
the interna! conflict in the Communist International,

This, and only this, 1s what the Third Congress of the Con-
munist International meant by its struguie against the so-called
“left”. When comrade lﬂjglund (in the Politiken™, No. 149)
writes that the Executive of the Russian Communist Parly re.
presented a “moderate” tendency at the Third Congress, that the
“main thought of (his tendency is, in short, that the world
revolution will be a long-lasting period of revolutionary struggles
and that our tactics, because of this, will have to be adapted
{o a rather long period and must not be based on the expectation
of a revolution in the immediate future”, he mingles the correct
with the incorrect.  Even before the victory of the Russian
Revolution the communists knew that the world revolution wijll
be a long-lasting period ol revolutionary struggles; the Zimmer-
wald Left had already said that in 1015, As far as (his js
concerned, we do not need o accommodate ourselves all over
again to a longer period. The estimate of this period's lengih
can remain as before.

The Italian Socialist Congress.
by 7. Terracini.

The predictions wich the lalian Communists had made con-
cerning the results of the Milan Congress, came true witl
admirable precision: no expulsion, no split, an enormous majori
for 1he Serrati group, for (he unify-maximalists, an actual
triumph for the avowed reformists. The evolution of the Italian
Sacialist parly towards the right is proceeding in accelerating
tempo, while the working masses, after having crossed the border
of deepest depression, are beginning 1o reorganize their ranks
in order to find their bearings.

Let us establish this characteristic fact: until very recently e
Socialist Party was incapable of giving direction {0 and leading
the proletariat; it was always towed by the masses whose spon-
taneity alone was the deciding factor in every situatio.

To-day, when conditions in general have fundamentally changed,
and the revolutionary flame is almosi extinguished, to-day the
Socialist Party actually begins to function as a political paris
in that it assumes the initative to action. But ifs action al
present {ends completely toward the creation of a situation
which would favor a coalition with the bourgeois parties. The
spokesman of the unity-maximalists in Milan was the deput
Baratonos, who, shortly before the Third Congress of Moscow.
withdrew from the parly executive, because his proposal (o ex-
clude the leaders of the right wing was rejected. [n Milan he
sponsored the unity of all factions, and absolutely declined
consider the possibility of excluding the reformists, whom he
considered necessary for the party.

On their argumenis he and the other Maximalists took gienl
pains not to repel or insult the “Rights”, who succeeded in
making the Left give up its revolutionary program, by con-
stantly threatening to secede and form its own political group.

The reformists, on the other hand, found in Milan that frec-
dom of self-expression, which for ten years was denied them,
that is, since 1912, when the Socialist party, in Reggio Emilia,
made a complete break with the coalitionists. So it happenal
that in Bologna, Turali had to break off his speech when one of
his witty allusions to the Russian revolution, fired the delegates
with indignation. lu Livorno, he alluded with ironic glee to
the fall of the Maxmalists, his audience remaining quiet and
silent.  In Milan, Turati was unanimously appointed leader of
the entire party, accompanied by storms of applause and
enthusiastic embraces.

The main topic under discussion was collaboration with the
bourgeoisie. While the Maximalists theoretically rejected i1,
although they recognized the necessily for concessions and
compromises, the coalition found spirited advocates in the refor-
mist group. Deputy Modigliani, for instance, a very clever and
polished speaker, took up a whole session of the congress, in
developing the plan for a possible alliance with the most com-
pliant bourgeois parties. This he did so precisely, that his
weech may be taken as the beginning of a definite decisio:.

hen Serrati, however, fearing that he had miscalculated, attemp-
ted to erase the deep impression which Modigliani had made,
with a garrulous spreech of his, Turati tore the Maximalists to
shreds with his biting irony, amid jokes and laugther.

The centrists whose only” program was Unity at any price,
swung to the right, and supported the coalitionists with all their
speakers, as soon as they saw that, due to the convulsive fears
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which hovercd over both of the extreme wings lest a split take
place, unitf' was no longer endangered.

he small band which returned from Moscow, Maffi, Lazzari
and Riboldi, who bitterly fought for joining the Third Inter-
national, proved an easy target for all sides, since its members
who only a few months before were fighting in the centrist
ranks, lacked all knowledge of Communist doctrines. .

The Milan Congress was of a wholly anti-communistic cha-
racter; the delegates of foreign communist parties were received
with deafening shouts and their speeches with the most dis.
varceful insults.  Unworthy interruptions continually met Klara
/ctkin’s words, and the most shameful disturbances interrupted
the delegate of the Third International, Valetzki, against
whom the same scandal was brought into play as against
Kabachieff in Livorno. ’

Friedrich Adler, the president of the 2': International, on (he
other hand, was a guest of honor, received with enthusiasm and
vegarded with admiration, except by a small radical group. The
Maximalists, Centrists and Reformists came unanimously 1o his
defence. ’

At the end of six long sessions, after the voting over the
yarious  resolutions had taken place, and with the other
questions that come before it still hanging fire, the Milan Con-
gress adjourned; a Maximalist victory and withdrawal from the
Ihird International.

These two results are absolutely contradictory to each other.
I'he Maximalist movement had obtained its great influence w
the past only because it had acted as the siandard-bearer of tie
I'hird International, and because it represented the latter's Theses
and Resolutions.

The break with Moscow thus discloses the deception of
revolutionary gestures which were to hide Reformist reality.

I'he Maximalist victory has this significance: that the daly

counter-revolutionary activities of the Italian Socialist Pary
will be continued behind a barrage of demagogy and intrau-
sigence; that open collaboration with the bourgeoisie and
entrance into the government will be postponed for a few
months. Besides, the Reformists, in their resolution, had not
asked for an immediate forming of a cabinet in which Socialists
would be represenfed. Scenting such a possibility in the near
future, however, they wished the congress to give the Parlia-
mentary group a free hand. The fact that the Reformist resolution
was voted down does not necéssarily mean that the party has
thus HBlocked this scheme. Besides, at the very time that the
majority of the Socialist Congress decided for intransigence
the union leaders, in full accord with the party leaders, took
a friendly attitude toward coalition in the question of wage-
reductions.  The union leadership proposed the appointment of
committees, which the employvers, the workers and the govern-
ment would be represented. These commitlees, avoiding all
conflicts would fix (he conditions in a particular industry, and
order wage-reductions where the emplover's income warranted
such action. )
As is clearly 1o be seen. it is the triumph of the idea of recon-
struction of the ruined econontic situation, in fullest accord
with the capitalist class. That idea has been advocated by
Turati since 1018, when at the end of the war the workers'
parties were confronted with the question: Capitalist or Com-
munist Reconstruction?
e Italian Socialist party is definitely lost 1o the revolu
tionary cause and the Third International; neither can the
lazzari-Maffi group, which remains in-the party, be trusted.
Without really differing from the Maximalists as far as their
program is concerned, they feel their ties with (he party (oo
strongly, for them to take a clear, militant stand.

l'o have heard the disgraceful insults which were thrown ai
Constantin  Lazzari during the sessions of the congress (tic
ildest one being: ** Old fool! "), all because of his demand for
the exclusion of the reformists, and then, a few days after ihe
tdjournment of the same Congress to have read the announce-
nent in ““ Avanti ' of a meeting which was to celebrate the
ity of the party, and then {o have seen Constantin Lazzar
ppear as the official speaker of the party, to know this episode
s 10 appreciate the value of the Left Opposition in (he Socialist
pariy,

Due to the numerical victory of the Maximalisis, the entrance
f the Socialist party into the government will be postponed for
onte time to come. It was thus shown that the Socialist party still
esitates {o play its new réle on, the political stage. However,
he Maximalists were unable fo meet Turati’s and Modigliani’s
rogram of action with anything but a rejection which is devoid
f any practical value. Since the present situation demands oi
very political party clear decision, and not passivity and irre-
olution, it is certain that the entire Socialist movement will fall
nder the direction of the Reformists.

A note of interest: Paul Levi arrived in Italy at the beginning
the Milan Congress.

The Fight againsi Communism
in Poland.

By L. Georges (Warsow).

[he recent election-results of the Polish Communist party, and
the numerous workers' demonstrations, which led to an over-
whelming victory of the Communist speakers over the Socialist
members of parliament, were such a surprise to the Polish bour-
geoisie, that the entire yellow press suddenly raised a cry for
special laws and extraordinary precautions against the Commu-
nists.  The national-democratic land and factory-owners, the
representatives of the rich peasantry, and the petty-bourgeois
P.P.S. leaders, found themselves suddenly confronted by the
small peasaniry and working masses, and without hesitating,
lheJ' Jjoined forces in order to ward off the Red danger by legal
and illegal means. At once a secret memorandum was sent oy
the Minister of Justice to all public-prosecutors and judges, who
were directed to alter the method of fighting communist propa-
ganda by treating the latter not as a revolutionary philosopﬁ:,
but as a common-law crime, against which the paragraphs of
the Czarist code must be strictly applied. On the 19th Oktober,
the legal commission of the Sejm (Parliament) decided to present
the following motion to the house:

“ The Sejm recommends fo the government that it order
its public authorities and public-prosecutors, to prosecute any
and all communist propaganda directed against the state in
a most energitic manner, and to severely punish same on the

round of the existing RUSSIAN, PRUSSIAN and

AUSTRIAN laws. ~

The government was asked therein why it had not proceeded
against the Communist members of Parliament, Dombal and
Lawzuski, who in the public eye were guilty of high-treason; the
government's indulgence was causing great unrest.

The-anti-communistic persecutions which had been raging
without inferruption since 1918, broke out with redoubled enerﬂy.
I'he Socialist dlood-hounds became the best assistants to the
political police. The first victims were the comrades whé lately
left the P. P. S, and joined the K. P.P. It is against these that
the P.P.S. leaders are particularly enraged.

The communist worEers were listed by name in the Socialist
press, in order that they fall prey to the police. Then it was
proclaimed that the workers had driven out the bolshevik mer-
cenaries, and had come back to the P.P.S. Numerous arrests
were made: in the coal-mine district Dombrowa Chrzanow,
in the industirial center Rodom, where the railroad
and metal-workers were brutally treated, in Krakow, in the
Galician cities Przemysl, Krasno and Jaslo, in Lodz, Lublin and
Posen. In Warsaw the union head quarters were shut, every-
where the radical unions are broken up and their leaders
arrested. Hundreds of comrades are again feeling the Russian,
Austrian and Prussian lash, and when no sufficient evidence
can be gathered against them, they must nevertheless spend
months and years in prison without trial.

All this however does not satisfy the capitalist press. The
archieactionary  sheet “Rzeczpospolita” of the 13th Oktober
writes in its correspondence from Sosnowitz the following:

“Unfortunately one is not arrested in Poland because of

one's communisi activities. It is natural therefore, that as a

result of the inactivity of the authorities, and a highly developed

Communist Propaganda, an occurrence as terrible as that

of  the sick-benefit elections was made possible. The

communist **Jazecki” (nuclei) exist not only in every mine,
factory and foundry, but also in every small undertaking,
however small, in every institution, almost in every house.”

Still more unrelenting persecutions and extraordinary laws
are awaiting us. In 1ts blind rage, the Polish bourgeoisie
seeks (o torture the communist movement out of existence through
persecuiion and imprisonement. )

The Polish bourgeoisie seems to think that the best way to
strangle the communist movement is to gag the communist
and revolutionary press, to arrest its editors, and to confiscaie
every revolutionary book which is printed without the legal
stamp “P.P.S.". " All this however will be of no avail. In
place of the arrested comrades new champions arise, in place
ol every confiscated newspaper two new ones appear, which
reach out into the farthest factories and line up the workers
in the Revolutionary Front of Communism.

ECONOMICS
The World Shipping-Crisis.

by E. Ludwig (Berlin).

A statistics-table in the London ‘“Economist” on the evolution
of freight-rates gives some indication of the acuteness of the
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world shiqpinq-criail in which the world-crisis in general is
most clearly reflected. This table gives information concerning
the weekly freight-rates for corn, meat and fat-prodycts, cotton,
cotton-seed and wheat flour shipped from Atlantic ports of the
United States to rts of Great Britain, France, Holland,
Belgium, the Scandinavian countries and ports of the Mediter-
ranean. Setting January 1920 at 100 the shipping of freight
appears to take the following course.

From Atlantic Ports of the United States to:

QGreat Netherlands Medi- Entire
1920 Britain France aod Belgium Skindin via terrane n Europe
January 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
April 90.2 87.2 78.9 82.7 2.2 83.5
July 060 856 821 820 753 863
October 94.9 68.9 70.9 15.3 69.6 75.4
1921
anuary 60.1 30.2 34.1 429 43.2 43.3
ebruary 54.7 2711 29.2 30.9 438 38.5
March 49.3 24.6 28.3 30.8 42,2 35.9
April 50.1 32.6 36.6 29.4 35,7 39.0
May 506 350 382 313 346  40.1
June 427 WM.7 38.3 1.3 340 37.6

Except for a few fluctuations partly caused by the English
miner’s strike, the freight-rates have fallen steadily. It appears
that this set-back has continued in August and September. The
Hamburg “Industriec und Handelszeitung” for September 26
givee the information that the world freight-market is as
epressed .as ever and that the suP;l)_Iy of ship-space exceeds the
demand by far. The London ‘' Times” recently announced
that in view of the depressed commercial situation the English
shipping-firms had decided to lower the rates on freight
bound gor South America, by 10 shillings a ton for ordinary
freight, and 20 shillings a ton for more valuable freight.

Tf\e causes of this crisis are on the one hand the
general world economic crisis—the dullness of the market
and the lessening of production which naturally lessens world-
trafficc. On the other hand, adding to the acuteness of the first
cause and to thé intensity of the world-crisis, there is the
development and the impetus given by the War to the merchani-
fleets of single capitalist countries. The United States stq;red
into the Ehoe left vacant by the destruction of the German fleet
during the War. The submarine-war and America’s superior
economic, political, and finally military position, has, as a result
of the increasingly violent governmental demand for cargo-space,
directed the capitalist productive forces of the United States
towards shipbuilding, and has made it the greatest ship-
buildingI country in the world. From 1917 to 1920 the United
States has built no less than 10,500,000 tons of shipping.

The following summary gives information concerning the size
of the merchant fleets of the most important sea-powers, in
1914, 1920 and 1921:

1914 1920 1921
Greal Britain 18,892,089 135,111,000, 149,320,003
United States (ocean ships) 2,069,637 12,406,000 13,511,142
Ppan . .o LTOR6R 2,006,000 3,354 806
rance . . . . . . . 1922256 2,963,000 3,298,792
Germany 5,135,000 419,000 B34,40T

The position of Germany which has dropped from second
to thirteenth place, has been taken by the United States, whose
share of the world’s merchant marine is 23 % instead of 4%
as before the War. As a result of the growth of the American
marine England’s/portion of the world’s merchant marine has
dropped from 42 % in 1916 to 34 % in 1921.

he world's total tonnage in July 1921 amounted to 54,000,000
tons, that is, 11,000,000 tons more than in 1914,
_ The fall in freight-rates is the immediate result of the
increasing supFly_ of cargo-space at a time of world-crisis.
Instead of a fireight-market expanded through the War, the
increased productive forces of the world’s shipping-industry
have met with a market reduced and wasted by tgle \g’ar. The
result is an oversupply of cargo-space and a reduction in freight
on the one hand, and the lessening of shipbuilding on the other.
The decrease in freight, which very often is so great that the
coal necessary for the voyage is scarcely earned, has led to the
tying up of a large percentage of the world’s shipping. About
8 to 11 million tons of cargo-space, that is, an amount equal
the increase since 1914, have been withdrawn from traffic as
unprofitable.

he set-back in ship-building is shown by the lengthening of
the time necessary to build a ship. Whereas in 1913 about 23 %
of the topnag%)begun was completed, the proportion had fallen
to 13 % in 1920 and to 8 % for the first half of 1921. This set-
back is seen more clearly in the reduction of building-orders.
According to Lloyds’, in the second quarter of 1921, 1640 ships

with a total tonnage of 6,190,000 were being built, as against
1905 ships with a tonnage of 7,086,000 in the first quarter of
1921. In the U.S. 1155 ships with a tonnage of 4,185,000 were
built up to March 31, 1919; and up to June 30, 1921 only 102
more ships with a total tonnage of 717,644 were constructed.
In England, however, though the increase has also been insigni-
ficant, shipbulding has nevertheless grnwn in this same period
from 657 ships, with a tonnage of 2,200,000 to 789 ships with
a tonnage of 3,500,(00. In this connection it should be remem-
bered, however, that unlike the United States which is hindered
by the high exchange value of the dollar, England builds in
consider degree for other countries, as for instande, in the
second quarter of 1921, 207 ships with a tonnage of 978,752.

In Germany the world shipping-crisis has assumed one of
these general phenomena in a minor form, demonstrating
thereby the queer influence which the world-crisis has on the

unique conditions of existence of German capital. Nowhere is
the ruin, the destruction of capital so clearly seen as in the
German shipping-indusiry. But nowhere else can one so
clearly observe the ability of (GGérman capital to profit from its
own ruin, and to become serious competitor in the Wworld
freight market, which is in the grip of a crisis.

With the Treaty of Versailles the German merchant-fleet
ceased to exist—all big ships over 1600 tons had to be surren-
dered. Of the 500,000 tons remaining to Germany only 100,000
tons are suitable for the oceangoing trade.

Shipping traffic in German ports rose with the end of the
blockade; in the port of Hamburg the amount of traffic has
nearly attained the pre-war level. But German ships are much
less in evidence than in 1914.

The two biggest shipping-firms—the Hamburg-American Line
and the North-German Lloyd—have changed from independent
ship-companies into dependencies and agents of the greal
American shipping-trusts. The Hamburg-American Line is
controlled by the Harriman Trust and the North-German Lloyd
until a short time ago was connected with the United States Mail
Steamship Co. which collapsed as a result of the shipping crisis,
and whose place been taken by the United States American Line,
likewise working with the Harriman Group. This linking of
the German shipping interests with those of America, by which
the former gave up their independence, was nevertheless the first
step in the attempt to establish new relations with world-capital.
The German shipping industry has brought to the American
shipping groups not only its apparatus of organization, bu
chiefly the cheap labour of German workmen, and with_ghat, ihe
opportunity for higher profits.

The second step towards the building-up of the German
merchant marine was the subsidies given by the government (o
shipping firms. The Ebert republic has given shipping-interesis
12,000,000 Marks, payable in five years, under the pretext of
indemnification for the losses inflicted by the terms of the Ver-
sames Treaty. With this money the German ship companies
have begun to give ourders to the ship-yards. In 1920, up to the
end of August, 54 ships with a total tonnage of 275,00 were
launched.

Then there is Stinnes who is creating his own merchant fleet,
independent of government-aid and shipping capital. At a time
of depression in the world's ship-construction he has until now
built five steamers, each of 12,000 tons, for the South American
trade. ;

Finally, German capitalists have recently been buying back
more and more of the ships surrendered to the Entente. In
this respect the shipping-crisis has turned oul entirely favourable
to German capital. As a result of the crisis the value of ships
fell to such an extent that the Entente set the value of the
surrendered ships at only 745,000,000 gold marks, instead of
the eight milliards claimed by the German government. This
low price which works to the German government’s disadvan-
tage becomes an advantage to the shipping firms; in spite of the
depreciation in the value of German money they can now buy
back their ships cheaper than if they had built them in Germany
and with thesc ships they can sucessfully compete against
Entente shipping lines. By the beginning of September 1921,
36 ships with a tonnage of 147,000 %ave gone back in this way
to German operators. The North German-Lloyd announces now
that with these ships it will start new lines to the United States
and South America.

This we see the strange situatron, that while the shippin
of the mighty, victorious, imperialistic powers is at a standstill,
the shipping tirms of Germany are doing such good business that
they expand from day to day. The reason for this is the low
level of German wages and the shameless exploitation of German
worlt(ers through the alliance of the contractors with the govern-
ment.
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COMMUNIST
RECRUITING WEEK

The Aims of Recruiting-Week.
by Fritz Hechert,

With the motto “Go to the Masses”, the Communist Inter-
petional summons all its members fo agitate during the weck
ol November 3rd -10th among the great masses of the urban
and rural proletariat, "as yet unresponsive to Communism, and
to touse them to the struggle for freedom. The Communist
International is undertaking for the first time a gemeral mobili-
zation throughout the world, wherever proletarians are groaning
under the heel of the oppressor. The workers are hecomin;}
more and more disillusioned concerning the ‘‘glorious times”
promised to them in the large capitalist countries in retura
for their participation if the \%orld- ar adventure. The polic,
of the capitalist class has resulted in an overwhelming wave ol
unemployment, a staggering rise in the cost of living and an
imperilling of the worker’s existence. 1f the workers try {o
resist,, if they try to organize in seli-defense, if they attempi
use the strike as a weapon, if they gather in demonstrations, the
bestial bourgeoisie uses every means to strike them down, and
calls this assassination ‘““Protection of Rights” and “Fstablish-
ment of Order”. Influential labour-leaders have not only
supporfed these measures of the bourgeoisie, but in many
countries they alone have made them possible. During our
Recruiting-Week we must demonstrate 1o the workers that th-
continuation of capitalism which they have tolerated until now
can only result in the ruin of the working-class and of the
coonomic life of the world.

Our Recruiting-Week, therefore, cannot be likened to the Re-
cruitng-Weeks ot the Social Democratic Parties which are only
orgamzed to win party-members or readers for their organs. We
will also do everything possible to gain new wembers for the
Communist partis and to increasc the number ol subscribers 1o
the Communist periodicals, A party-organization strong
members and a widely-spread communist press are necessary for
the victory of the proletariat.  The increasing of  the
membership tannot create, however, what the Recruiting-
Week should bring about. The composition of the Communist
Party must be altogether different in quality from that of the
Sacialist Parties,. The Communist Parties are parties of action
Their members mus{ at all hours be ready to make the great:s;
cacrifice for  the cause of the proletariat. . .o
We can say therefore, that our Recruiting-Week depend:
especially on the spiritual comact of the Party with the large
proletarian masses and also on the convincing of the workers
remaining outside of the Party that the Communist International
is their true leader.

Keeping in mind the principal aim of Commuuism, our propa-
candists must come in close contact with the masses, and in
connection with the daily struggles and uneeds of the workers
show them the way leading out of capitalist slavery into freedom.
The struggle for the final aim of Communism is cnly organized
during the general struggle against life’s dailv troubles. Tue
sriritually backward proletarian is unable to realize that the
struggle to free himself from these troubles leads (o 1he over-
throw of capitalism and the setting up of the dictatorship of
the proletariat. To the ordinary workers reared in the oppressive
capitalist system and lacking political opinious, the Communist
aim seems so enormous that he canuot grasp it, and considers
il unattainable and therefore utopian. The workcr will learn
to fight implacably for the Communist aim only when he realizes
fhat,"in the struggle for his existence, minor reforms cannot free
him, and that he must give a larger form (o the struggle for
the freeing of the workers, and must use more effective means.
The purpose of the Communist Party is to lead the workers in
these unavoidable struggles in such a way that they will more
¢asily tind their way and suffer less defeat. In the Recruiting-
Week when we speak at meetings, when we speak with our

colleagyies, when we go from house to agitale. when we write”

in the periodicals, we will tell our suffering and oppressed
clags-comrades what to do to succeed in the struggle against the
troubles and needs of every day. This is not difficult. In the
!85t few weeks the world economic crisis has become more acule
in all countries, and has brought untold suffering to the working-
class, The world economic crisis appears under various aspects
in different countries. In one country it has b.een an mcrease of
unemployment, in another the tremendous rise in the cost of
hving,‘ or both. The capitalist are trying to throw the burden
of this world-crisis on the workingmen. [t is easy 1o make this
Cicar to the workers.

Wham capitalist production does uot bring sufficient profit, the
capitalist uses every means to guard himself against loss. He
(hrows the workers pitilessly out into the street. He raises
the cost of living. He beats down salaries, and for this purpose
lie creates lock-outs, mobilizes strike-breakers and organizes
White-Ciuard bands whom he permits (o murder workingmen and
1o destroy workers’ enterprises in order to intimidate the
workers. The capitalist seeks to increase the hours of work or
the efhiciency of labor, in case wages remain the same. Protection
for the workers 1s made impossible. The most indispensable
articles are aised in price.  The production of goods which do
not bring big profits is stopped. e see this best in the failure
to relieve the shortage in dwellings. Housing-accomodations
for the lower classes are neglected. Hospitals and nurseries are
closed. luvalids, pensioners, and cripples are abandoned. Through
the most subtle systems of taxation a considerable part of the work-
man’s income is stolen. In order to carry this out more easily
the capitalist buys the periodicals, the newspapers, controls
literary production and employs thousands of agitators to influence
the workers in a manner favourable 1o his own interests. The
capitalist strives to demoralize and to destroy the workers’
organizations, especially the labor-unions, With a subtle system
ot swindle and lies capitalism tries (o eliminate these organi-
zations from the struggle against it.  When it does not succeed
in this, it tries to destroy them by means of force. Labor-leaders
are bought by the capitalist, an army of spies is suborned among
the working-class. Through special favours to single working-
men or groups of workers it is sought to split up the working
masses. Those who are working are incited against the
unemployed and vice versa. Ail these things can serve well in
teaching the workmen., The majority of our class-comrades do
not understand the relation between  these things. The live
through the troubles of their time, helpless; they feel as if they
ave astray in a primeval forest. Their perception is often warped
by the organizations on whose protection they depend. This
docs not necessarily happen becouse of the malice of the leaders
of these organizations. It takes place naturally because most of
the wrions do not grasp the situation or because they are
frightened by the enormity of the task. Our agitators must
bear this situation in mind. They must therefore not try to blame
all these faults of the labor organizations on the criminal
leadership of these organizations. The faith of the workingmeu
in the justice of communism will not be strengthened through an
continual nagging of the workers about their (troubles and
their bad leadership, but rather through our armor-plated argu-
ment, through our good advice, through the intelligent proposals
we suggest to them to help them in their need, in our readness
1o fight at the tead of the workers even in the most insignificant
strufrgles against daily suffering

The Recruiting-Week must also give us a better coneeption
ot the psvchology of the workers, We must learn the ways they
eact to the troubles which press upon them, We must be able

to judge the value of their argnments against our doctrines and
cur tactics. We mmst learn to find the cardinal point m the
warkingman’s soul, and in his understanding, in order to raise

him from his lethargy and to turn him from an unfeeling follower
ov even an enemy ito an active, encrgetic element in the prole-
tarian class-struggle,

The results of our Reciunting Wech need not shor themselves
i an immediate increase i the  party-memc csthpo or of
subscribers of our periodicals. They must show thiemselves

the spirit which animates the workers i their struggles, and their
reaction toward the Communist waich-words and to the directing
oi the struggle by our party. It thee are no  such results
that will prove that our Party has not worked well.  Will that
show the deficiency of the Party itself and not the backwardness
of the masses? The Recruiting-Week will be the acid test of
the ability of our organization, after a unified campaign, on au
pational and international scale, 1o interest the workmen in
Communism and to mobilize them lor the class-struggle. The
deficiencies in the organization which will be noted during the
Recruiting-Week or when the reanits are measured, must be
ranoved,

lvery nember of the Party has wvot only the ofportunity but
also the duly to show during Recruiting-Week that he has fully
varned the title of Communist. Everyone must help according to
his ability, and everyone can help in the great work. In the Re
cruiting-Week not only our own Parly bul the members of other
workers' parties can see whether we differ from the others
enly in revolutionary phrases or in purposeful work. Whoever
impairs the success of Recruiting-Week through idleness or bad
propaganda harms this work not only immediately but perma-
nently, because a failure of Recruiting-Week will be a triumph

.
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to our opponents and will make our approach 1o the masses mor
difficult in the future. The aim of our Recruiting-Week is limited

We must try not only to attain this goal but fo surpass it. Ever,

man to his post.

Enter the Communist Party!
By Withelm Pieck.

The cleansing of its membership which the Russian Commu-
nist Party has undertaken makes it appear as if Levi and his
followers were right ‘when they charged that the Communist
International laid more emphasis on the formation of a small
but unblemished party, a sect, than on_the building of mass
parties. And an article by comrade Lenin in ‘* Pravda " on the
cleansing of the party, which was reprinted in the German
party press, could easily be used to su port this statement, when
the ditference between the Russian Communist Party and the
communist parties of other countries is nof pointed out.

The Russian Communist Party has become a government pariy
and it is therefore only too natural that a large number of per-
sons have contrived to enter ifs ranks who thought that they
could thereby create ** careers’ or obtain other advantages as
Soviet officials. The same experience befell the German Social-
Democracy, when, through the November revolution, it became
a governing party. Of course it undertook no party-cleansing,
and now its leaders rely in no small degree upon the support of
this infiltration from the pett -bourgeois camp. If the Russian
Communist Party is now un ertaking a cleansing of its ranks,
it does so conscious of the fact that, in spite of the existence of
the dictatorship of the prolefariat, the class-struggle in Russia
has not yet been decided, and that therefore the advance-guard
of the revolutionar: struggle, united in the party, arist be kept
free of any influcnce hosnhle 1o this struggle.  L'hat is all .
more necessary sifice in Russia the non-BoFshevik elements have
forced their way into the communist party and are attempting,
by referring to the Russian economic crisis, to incite the workers
against the party leadership and thereby against the Russian
government. They are seeEing to achieve this by ‘apparently

-placing themselves upon the infellectual level of the communis|
worker and demanding complete democracy within the party,
that is, in order to carr, through their carefully deliberatsd
plans. In Russia, under the Bolshevik government, membership
in the communist party does nol imply political persecution, bu:
especial confidence. does not mean exclusion from all governmznt-
al functions, but appointment to positions of the greatesr
responsibility.  Therefore the cleansing of the Russian party
does not mean a weakening, but rather a strengthening of ihe
worker's government, for the government’s policy s decisively
influenced by the party. 1If the petty-bourgeois and_non-bolshevik
clements should obtain the upper hand in the party, this would
soon be noticed in the change in the policy of {he government,
and its fighting strength against all internal and foreign enemies

of the Russian workers' and peasants’ state would be seriousl
impaired. '

The conditions in other countries where capitalsm and .
bourgeoisie rule unchecked are rather different.  There the com-
munist parties are the organizations in which the workers i
town and country who desire the overthrow of (his rule and (he
establisment of the proletarian dictatorship are united. In th:se
countries membership in the communist party implies persecution
and op;wessuou by the bourgeoisie, means the struggle for libe-
ration from capitalist rule and exploitation and the readiness .o
make any and all sacrifices demanded by the fight. The greater
the membership of the communist party, the stronger the revoii-
tionary ag]vance-%uard. which leads 'the working-class in s
battles, will be. Therefore the communuist parties in the capitalist
countries can and must include a much greater percentage of {l»
working-class than the Russian Communist Party. Thev are
protected against the altempts of career- seekers or petty-bour-
geois elements to crowd into their ranks. Only workingmen, con-
sclous of their class-interests, will cnter the’ party. They w
comparatively easily comprehend the ideas of Communism and
r_evoluhonary.laclics and will in a short while become excellent
tighters. It is iherefore not correct 1o set np difficult require-
ments for workers' enirance into the communist
sense that entrance is made dependent upon the pas
certain amount of communist preparatory knowledge. It is the
task of the party to impart political and’ scientific knowledge (0
the workers by enabling thum to comprehend the communist con-
tepion and tactics. In order 1o do_this the party must take the
fecessary steps therefor, and it will be able to carry on this
@ucalxm better and more uickly within its ranks than withoul, Of
course the party must be ept clean of impure elements, but.. in

the majority of cases these find their way into the parly in spite ¢

was a disabled

lie.  They consigered as a sign of feebleness
of an approaching end, that wﬁ

e of all preventative measures. It would be therefore unwise

iy e L[]
: creale such difficult entrance conditions.

If the limits of the membership of the party are fo be made .,
tatensive, there follows therefrom of course the necessity of i
cducation of a body of capable, trustworthy functionaries who a;¢
to have the leadership of the party in their hands, by influenciy,
the resolutions of {he party in a decisive manner. Oy,
colightened members are to be admitted to this corps. 1.
greatest demands w1 the way of readiness for sacrifice and cony.
munist education are to be made of them and they must stand i,
the fore-front of the conflicts of the working-class.  Furtljer.
more, especial atfention must be paid 1o the maintenance of e
most rigid discipline within the party. According to experiency.
however, breaches of discipline occur - less often among i
workers than among the comrades who are no longer active a5
workers in the factories and have attained a position of leaders!,
in the party. Even if it is not always necessary to proceed agains
such violators of discipline with exclusion from the party, nevey.
theless the especially strict observance of party disciphne mu-
be demanded from such comrades.

When the communist parties increase their membership, i
will have members in every factory, in every workers' organiza.
tion, in every village and city borough, who will have {o ensuyy
the spreading of our ideas there and thus strengthen the .
fluence of the party in the masses. That is urgently necessar,
because the infensification of the political and economic crisis ;.
driving the working-class to struggles in which the communis
party must have the leadership. .

Therefore the international Communist Recruiting Week mus
be made a great campaign for the winning of party-members 4
subscribers to the party press. The slogan, “ Approach to (he
masses ” also means *“Into the Communist Party ". It means
e part's taking rool m the  great working masses. Ol
through 1he Comimunist Party will the proletariat be able .
vanquish the bourgeoisie.

HELP FOR RUSSIA

Famine and Counter-Revolution
by Boris Souvarine, Secretary of the Communist Internationa'.

The famine, which burdens the Russian people with ovei-
whelming privations and suffering, has revived the oft frustraied
hopes of the Russian and international counter-revolutionists,
and has stimulated their secret and open activity against {he
power of the Soviets. There is nothing astonishing in (hal.
It was inevitable, that in the struggle to the death, carried on
by the reactionary world-coalition against the Russian revolution,
the reaction should use all arms, and exploit without hesitation,
scruple or reserve every opportunity that presented itself (o
deal a new blow 1o the Soviet regime. The Moscow government
harbored no illusions in regard to this when it announced to the
world the tragic news describing the situation of the regions
watered by the Volga. 1 was constantly on its guard and i
knew how to ward off the blows aimed against it by the counter-
revolutionists of the interior and exterior,

The Peaples Commissary for Public Health, Semaschko, in an
article in ** Pravda - reprinted by the whole international com-
Mmunist press, has set oH the contrast between the respective
methods employed by the two Russian regimes which had to
lace greai catastrophic famines. Czarism, in 1891, left the
lanine-siricken to perish, ringing them around in a zone of
silence, censoring their despairing appeals and paralyzing all
mitiatives for help.  Sovietism, in Y21, put forth its greates
efforts in aid for the famished, by giving tﬁe maximum of publi-
City to exact information on the drought and all its consequences,
by calling forth, through its frank exposure of the truth, efforts

corresponding to the immense needs of the victims,

for relie
and finally by turning the activity of all its institutions toward

reliel work.

The enemies of the Sovier regime have not understood the
meaning or the import of this method of the Russian com-
munists, of this method which without reserve lays bare the
wounds from which Russia bleeds, in order to strike the imagi-
nation of the masses and obtain from them active solidarity.
They have, according to their custom, judged their adversaries
by their own way of reacting. They believed that the govern-
ment which so foudly proclamed the horrors of the situation

overnment, because, for them, to govern is to
n of and a symptom
ich in reality is a sign o{ power

o1 self confidence, of coniidence in {he creaijve recources of the
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nasses.  Lhey have thought, ‘- The Bolsheviki confess, ther.-

fore they are lo§t", forgetting that the Bolsheviki, during the

our years that they have been directin the Russian proletarian
government, have never stopped “‘confessing”, that is to say,
fooking facts in the face, nor have ever deceived themselves as
{o the obstacles which encumber their road, and have never
issimulated the difficulties of their task.  They believed (hat
he hour of reaction was about to strike and their conspirative,
terroristic and bellicose zeal set to work with redoubled fury.

But cvents have shown once more (o what extent they have
wrongly -estimated the {rue situation, underestimated the vitality
of the Soviet regime, and overestimated their own capacity for
intcrvention.  The Russian People does not dream of making
its government responsible for the clearness of the sky and
the heat of the sun’'s rays. In vain does the white and yellow
press of Europe attribute to Lenin and Trotzky the responsa-
bility for natural calamities, meteorological phenomena and at-
mospheric conditions, just as the French whites, after the Empire,
attributed to Voltaire and 1o Rousseau everything that troubled
their restored ‘' order ”. The peasant of the banks of the Volga
knows that Lenin and Trotzky would be unable, even if they
so desired, 1o dry up the soil on a surface of millions of
dessatines and to cut in the ground gashes which attain an
arshine in depth. The Russsian peasant does not read ihe
“Cause Commune”, nor the ,Populaire” nor the , Journal des
Debats™; this is really a pity because this reading would con-
firm him in his disgust with the * Whites *'. Instead of »Forming
bands of famished millions heading for Moscow™ (sic), a thing
which would not moisten the ground nor revive the burnt graur,
the peasants apply themselves to utilising the seeds sent vy
ihe productive provinces (o the provinces turned into a deseri.
Ihe less courageous, that is (0 say more exactly the most re-
signed, those most inclined towards oriental fatalism, await an
unknown aid, that of Heaven or that of men; but the latler 1s
msufficient, whereas the former intervenes only in the form
of death. Hunger causes open hands to stretch out; it does not
it either clenched fist or menacing arms, regardless of what
the champions of Russian ‘“‘democracy” who 100 often take their
wishes for reality may think or wish,

It is the sirange destiny of the Russian Communists not
1o be able to utter truthful words without the reactionaries finding
therein an occasion for making a mistake as to their meaning;
without finding therein matter for.cousolatmp, for rejoicing, for
deceiving  themselves by false inferpretations, without their
drawing therefrom encouragement to go on with their endeavour
at destruction, their cruel work of war against Russnan\ pro-
gress incarnated in Bolshevism. Every time that the Soviet
;{:rnvernmem. in the course of the wars which haye been _1mposed
upon it during four years, has proposed peace, its enemies have
interpreted that as a sign of disiress instead of the expression
of the Communists’ wish (o arrest a deplorable flow of blood,
futile destruction, the squandering of human forces and material
wealth, and to utilise, instead, Russia’s capacities for work, in
creafive and productive activity. In this manner, through tlpb
peculiar phenomena of repercussion, every peace proposal ~|ssucd‘
by the People’s Commissaries has provoked in the reactionary
camp a recrudesence of the passion for war. In the same wa.):
the appeals to the civilized world for aid to the famished, havcl
awakened the longings for armed intervention, which for some
nonths had been dormant. The counter-revolution, hoping to
introduce, under the banner of the Red Cross, a host of spies
and of allied officials, of all kinds into the beleaguered nalion,
made its preparations for a siege. It has made them in van.

The Soviet government keeps waitch; the Red Army keeps
wulclf‘. lshe 'l'ch%-Ka keeps waté)h ... The inquiry COﬂllmlSSlf):S
oposed by bourgeois, governmental philanthropy, that is to be{l’
the commissions of espionage and sabotage, hare beeh turn g
down with disgust. The conspiracies and machmalltqns
of the Whites are vigorously suppressed.  The pr(;nocav[!}v’s
nenacings of the Poles and of others are calmly answer e e
Soviet Power remains intact, is rather strengthened than essene
by the new misforiunes which hawe overtaken Russia. The counter-
revolution ought to change its tone.

In particular, the dissolution of the Pan-Russian Commission
for Alid to the Famine-Stricken is of a kind io make the \thers
realize the depth of their illusions and the extent of their erro‘.
Becausé the communist government is always ready :gdaggt;g
or even to encourage the collaboration of the conque A trie&
geoisie in work useful to the comlr.lon}vealt.ll, because it I?re -
the experiment of using bourgeois intelligence and cultui ’
social service devoid of amy political character, the eq:nu:fﬁ :n
Bolshevism, in their incurable blindness, have seen in (_! s tion
a first step towards abdication! The Pan-Russian Commi o
seemed to them the real de facto government in Ru:lsud el
Official Power of to-morrow. The newspapers and diffe

ageucies of the Russian counter-revolutionary parties at Paris,
Berlin, London, Riga, Helsingfors and elsewhere have spread
over the world a ‘feluge of false news, of absurities, of infor-
mation sprung from the pure imagination of thel.r slaves of the
peu and possessing nothing in common with reality. The bour-
geois and pelty-bourgeois press of all countries has echoed these
fantasies.

““Are they going towards a reconcialiation of all parties?” wrote
M. André Pievre, - specialist " in Russian affairs in the * Popu-
laire” (what would he have written if he were not a ‘‘specia-
list”?), thus already forcasting the ‘“reconciliation” of exploiters
“nd exploited, that is to say the submission of the latter .lo.lhf
former. And the same (‘“Populaire” of August 10) s st”
had already seen “THE DAY WHEN THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE
WOULD CHASE FROM THE KREMLIN' the present leaders.

In the - Petit Parisien " Madame Louise Weiss presented Kich
hin s speech at Mascow as having sounded like the words uttered
under two other circumsiances, on the eve of the fall of
the Czar and of Kerensky's regime . . . . we quote only the
comments retaining an  appearence of seriousness, negleclm,g
the buffoon.ries of the most enraged counter-revolutionaries. One
move of the “‘phantom of a government” has suificed 10 xje:'lder
the Pan-Russian Conumission merely a memor) and io annihilate
«ll the hopes of the counter-revolutionaries.

The lesson has not discouraged the liars, who have overreached
themselves i order to turn to account the dissolution of the
Pan-Russian Committee as thev alwavs try to turn everything
Lke s to account. Thus, M. Aundré Pievre, already quoted,
has announced in an indignant tone, rather thinly disguised, the
threatening execution of Kichkin, Prokopovitch and Kouskoyna
knowing well that these three plotters are  excellent heahh.
awaiting their appearance before a revolutionary trvlbunal, which
is besides rather lenient. The dirtiest of the White ’s sheets i]avg
decreed in reprisal the condemning to death of twenty millious
of famne-stricken human beings. _

These are but manifestations of powerless rage. The gentle-
men of the counter-revolution will have to reconcile themselves
to this idea ... that the Soviet Republic is alive and unconquered
and that it will celebrate in the near future its fourth anniversary.

Moscow, October 2nd.

IN THE CAMP OF THE ENEMY |

" Fascism ”

by E. Gennari,

A word or two on the development, the causes and the struc-
e of ** Fascism"” in Naly. o ‘
m};lx?ing the war, when the miltary situation 'was.unla\orabk
to Italy, and when the growing economic difficulties gave the
revolutionary spirit of the proletariat new strengh, Fascism
sprang up from all the reactionary and democratic forpesl.‘ in
coalition with the renegades from Socialism and Syndica 1sn;
who had passed over {o interventionism and even {o the camp o
of the revolutionary movement. ' y t o
At first “Fascismo’ limited itself to parliamentary _
and its principal field of activity was at Rome. It was responsixt;lg
however for some acts of violence against men who had ;'en:}:l“
faithful to the internationalist ideal. But the principal a l_my;
of “Fascismo'" consisted in pushing the government to suppressi
of the revolutionary movement.
i8i the verge of
After the War, when the bourgeoisie, on
bm?kfr‘:lrptv, saw itself menaced by the spirit of revolt of .tll:ﬁ
proletarian masses, which like those of Russia. of Hu:;g‘a_ry e
of Bavaria, saw that their only safety lay in the :;evg :;élco:‘ssé e
officers, the petty-bourgeois youth (that is to say, the w %
of the War, who feared demobilization and the resulting =
employment), the ** Arditi ” who had the same chu;‘actelrllg‘éas
and the same tasks as the Fascisti of to -day formed the n
i bourgeois resistance. ' N ‘
’ THEgORGANlSATlON Ot “ARDl:;l(;.—T}}e A{dég';(:’n{;ig
the shock-troops—was comp partly o .
m?n:v :;d partly of demobilized sokre)rs taken in hand and or
a;nized by “ Big Business »/(Mussolini and other renegades).
%‘he tagk of this organizatitz’n was that fOfle:-Lloyhl"lgb eGl‘I?,::(sh t_i':
fense of capitalism by means o A e "
:;’;?:kgde the workers' institutions, set fire to the “ Av:tncu i organ::t
_ed attacks, threw bombs at labor-demonstrations, etc. . . .

afier the 1919 elections, in which the Socialist Party tm;:‘pm,
wWaS

ing of the revolutionary spirit of the
“‘Traiftti:n"!‘ew}::o‘gi.folvcd. Its central nucleys neve

later to constitute the kernel of Fascism.
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The cradle of Fascism was at Triest and Bologna. This is
enough to explain its origin and its plrposes, Triest and the
“Venezia giulia™ having been, even a long time after the end
of the war. under military occupation, and therefore under the
absolute control of militarism and of irregular bands which
followed d'Annunzio in his Fiume adveniure.

Bologna is one of the most important agrarian centers, where
after decades of struggle the agricultural workers have, especially
in 1919, won a complete viclory over the landed proprietors
who were forced to accept claims implying a limitation of the
right of property. Face to face with the gravity of the moment,
in the fear of threatening and more serious defeats, perhaps
cven of expropriation, the proprietors made ready for war, and
organized all their forces for defense and attack.

Thus Fascism, in Italy, apart from its international white
Guard aspect and from its origin Arditism —, is the creation,
the direct product of the banks and of big industry; it carries the
military and agrarian stamp. And mention must also be made of
the great strength which the commercial peity-bourgeoisie
brings it.

Halien Fascism found a favorable cuviroment. In the first
place it was the expression of the international bourgeois reaction
which was raising its head everywhere, but mainly in
Hungary, Bulgaria and Jugoslavia. It is not unworthy of belief
that Fascism in Italy was instigated and sunported by the
allied Powers themselves who were organizing capitalist reaction
in all Europe.

Fascism was also aided by the weariness of the prolefariat
after revolutionary efforts - above all after the occupation of the
factories which collapsed because there was no political pariy
capable of leading the revolution in a word by all the errars
and weaknesses which at the very beginning set up an insufficient
resistance to Fascism, and in this way allowed it 10 develop and
to spread over all Italy.

The worker’s organizations which at that moment should have
directed the action of the proletarian class, failed to do so. [I'he
young Communist Party and the revolutionary proletarians did
not lay down their arms, however.

For the last ten months in Italy the Fascisti (supported by the
police and the army) have been fighting every day against the
workers. The former, well equipped, armed with guns and
bombs, possessing nramy motor trucks, can quickly concentrate
their forces in all parts of Italy and attack cities and villages
according to all the rules of military warfare; the latter are
poorly armed.  The former march 'in military formation or
g)rotected by the police; and if they are repelled, the government
orces intervene provided with armored motor cars and even with
cannon. The workers are disarmed and imprisoued by thousands.

The actions of the Fascisti are now known to all. They
destroy Communist and Socialist locals, printing houses, labour
headquarters, and e¢ven the homes of revolutionary workers.
They sometimes take possession of smgll towns, They break inio
houses at night to inflict the worst kinds of violence on coni-
munists, revolutionaries and their families, sometimes going as
far as to assassinate all this by mandate from the bourgeoisi>
and in full accord with the government.

The most characteristic action of Fascism carries the lie to
the democratic bourgeois States, still defended by Socialisis for
whom universal suffrage remains the means for pacific con-
quests. By menace and’ violence, the Fascisti force, as a malter
of fact, the dissolution of hundreds of municipal governmen(s
conquered by the Socialist Party before the split, in many cases
almost by unanimous vote.

With Fascism the bourgeoisie throws off the democratic mask.
Bourgeois reaction and Fascism in ltaly show once miore fhe
proletariat 1o be on the horns of this dilemma —either to sufier
under the terror and the violence of the bourgeoisie, or to
exercise revolutionary violence and to establish class dictator-
ship. These facts show that the struggle cannot be avoided
when the situation is ripe for the conflict; to trv to avoid it is
only to permit a reaction as pitiless as after a defeat. They also
demonstrate that in retarding the proletariat in its struggles, n
making it dream of compromises, of pacific conquests and pacts
with the bourgeoisie, in pretending {hat ephemeral concessions
obtained in a critical hour are reaF and enduring conquests, the
Social-democrats are nothing more nor less than the faithful
allies of the bourgeoisie, of the counter-revolutionaries, and that
they well deserve the epithet — social-traitors.

The revolutionary workers of Italy who keep up their resistance
and who have already written memorable ages in the history
of proletarian struggles, have understoog it, and they are
enlisting in the new fi hting formation, created by the Com-
munists Party — the “ Arditi del popolo "
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—

Against the old “Arditism”, changed now into “‘Fascism" y,
are opposing the new organization of revplutionary workers,

We believe that in spite of the cowardice and treason of tpe
Socialist Party, in spite of the peace-treaty signed with Fascigy
(which has up to now only revived the criminal activity of
Fascisti bands), that in spite even of the approching attempt (o
creale a Socialist Government, a thing which is perhaps ver,
ncar, the Fascisti White Terror will always remain, in laly,
a terrible revolutionary lesson from which the masses will
profit. And we are certain that the Communist Party will be
able fully o accomplish its revolutionary duty.

APPEALS
To the Proletariat of Spain.

Ihe descendants of (he bloody medieval robber barons are
cniploying - the last ounce of their strength in the sanguinary
suppression of the natives of Morotco. For twelve years the
shooting of the natives, the war of pillage, has been going on
in the Moroccan plains al the expense of the labor and blood of
the Spanish proletariat.

The Spanish bourgeoisie is making no mistake when it does
not spare either gold, material or human lives in the suppression
of the revolting slaves. For the Spanish proletariat is supplying

all that is necessary for the carrying on of the war:  Money,
blood and life itsell. King Alphonso and his camarilla - no
matter il Lesallasar is at its head, if the proletarian murderers

in regimentals or civilian clothes are named Cambo, Corello or
Martinez-Alino are extracting out of this war huge profits,
They are exploiting the natives to the bone, they are murdering
them and al the same time by the proclamation of martial law are
repressing the heroic struggle of the the workers with the most
brutal methods of the White Terroi and military dictatorship,
They are assassinating and throwing into jail together with the
natives the élite of the working-class and are chaining the prole
farian press and the economic organizations of the workers.

The defeat which king Alphonso’s stupid generals have
suffered in the Moroccan uprising means a new mobilization,
means that new classes will be called to the colors and sent to
the shambles, that the working-class will be sfill further gagged
and Lurdened with a new yoke.

Workers of Spain!

We are convinced that the Spanish proletariat is not letting
the bloody reaction rule and reign unpunished or the war calmly
continue. The heroic strike in Bilbao has shown that the pro-
letarian masses are ready for the conflict and that they 3083
in large degree the supreme readiness for sacrifice that is
necessary for the overthrow of the rule of militarism. The revolu-
fionary proletariat of Europe is proud of its communist and syn-
dicalist comrades in Spain who are closely united in the struggle.

The old Socialist party and the clique of leaders of the
General Federation of Labor are in spite of their rhetorical
masks supports of the bourgeoisie.

Spanish comrades! The Communist International and the Red
Trade-Union International expect from you, who have so oftes
demonstrated your batile-strength, deeds and not mere protests
against the rapacious, Moroccan colonial war and the White
Terror. In this struggle, all Spanish workers, whether Com-
munists, Syndicalists or still under the traitorous leadership of
the sicial-patriots, must be united. To-day, in the presence ol
the attacks of the brutal and inhwman patriots, capitalists and
military camarilla, close your ranks shoulder to shoulder for
the coming decisive struggles.

Comrades! The situation is the same all over the world. The
sooner the working-class is united, the more compact its national
and infernational organization is, the sooner will it be able
to establish the dictatorship. {oin the unions affiliated with the
Red Trade-Union International! Work together with the Com-
munist Party! Then will the powers that now are sending you to
the African shambles be destroyed through the triumph of the
proletarian revolution.

Cown with the war of rapine against the Moroccans!

Long live the Communist International! -

Long live the revolutionary ur%ity of the Spanish proletariat!

Down with the White Terror!

Long live the Social Revolution! "

The Executive of the Communist lnternation,L
Moscow, October 19th, 1921, ;
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Imporiant Notice.

The English edition of the “International Press Correspon-
dence” is sent free of charge o all labour and communist organs
in England, America, India, South Africa, Australia and Canada.
The editors urgently request that the articles be reprinted in the
labour and communist press with the least possible delay. The
object of the “Correspondence” is to supply the organs of the
working class movements in these countries with reliable infor-
mation and with points of view which are not found in the
capitalist press and news agencies.

It is particulary requested that all editors; 1. print as much
of the contents of the “International Press Correspondence” as
possible; 2. send exchange copies of their respectives news-papers
and journals fo the editors of the “International Press Correspon-
dence”; 3. offer advice and criticism about the “Correspondence”,
and suggest articles on subjects which may be of special interest
to their respective countries. The editors set themselves the task
of acting as a means of information and a connecting link
between the various branches of the international labour move-
ment. All letters, requests and enquiries received will receive
immediate attention. Members of labour and communist parties
are also requested to send the editors of the “International Press
Correspondence” the names and addresses of all their organs, 8o
that copies can be sent to them.
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THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

On the Fourth Anniversary of the

October Revolution.
By N. Lenin.

The fourth anniversary of the 25th of October (Nov. 7th)
is before us.

As we get further and further away from that great
memorable day, we begin better to grasp the meaning ol the
proletarian revolution in Russia, and become more deeply
absorbed in the practical experience of our work as a whole.

This significance and experience can be thus briefly,
though not completely, summarized. '

The direct and immediate task of the Russian revolution
was a_democratic task, namely, to do away with the remains of
the middle ages, to remove them letely, to free Russia of
its barbarism and its diagrace, and to loosen the great drag-
chain which held it back from all culture and oae:‘ int of

And we are justified in our pride thaf, from o
viewo(itcinﬂmm&egmtmwempﬂtﬁdmi
ckanging-fask by far more decisively, more quickly, more boldly,
Mmere deeply, more extensivel with greater success than
dia the French revolution, 125 year age.
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. The Anarchists as well as the petty-bourgeois democrats
(i. e. the Mensheviki and Social Revolutionaries, as Russian
representatives of this.international social type) have said, and
are still saying, many idiotic things on Jle relation of the
bougeois democratic revolution to the socialist (i. e. proletarian)
revolution. In these 4 years we have proven both our compre-
hension of Marxism in this question, and the accuracy with
which we appraised the former revolutions. We have consum-
mated the bourgeois-democratic revolution up to the very end,
as no one else has. Conscious of what we are doin , determined
and full of purpose, we are moving forward, toward the socialist
revolution, knowing full well that the latter is not separated
from the bourgeois-democratic revolution by a Chinese wall,
and that only the struggle will decide how far (in the last
analysis) we shall succeed in advancing, and which part of the
ground won we must fortify. The future will show that. But
even now we can see that great things have been accomplished
in the field of the Socialist tran?mmtion of society—and in a
ruined, weary, backward country ¥ike Russia.

Enofigh of the bourgeois-democratic content of our revo-
lution, Marxisis should understand what that means. Let us
take a few examples as illustrations.

The bourgeois-democratic content in our revolution—that
means ridding the social institutions of the country, of medieval
remains, of serfdom and feudalism.

What were the most important signs and remains of
bondage in Russia in 1917? Monarchy, martial-law, land
ownership and exploitation, the position of women, religion and
race-persecution. No matter which one of these beloved Augean
stables we consider —which, by the way, were never completely
done away with by any of the revolutions which took place in
the most advanced countries 125 and 250 years ago and more
(1649 in England)—no matter which one of these %lessingu we
consider, we see that we got rid of them completely. In only
10 weeks, from the 25th of October (Nov. 7th) to the disso-
lution of the Constituent assembl{‘ (Jan. 5, 1918) we have accom-
plished a thousand times as much in this field as the bourgeois
democrats and liberals (Cadets), the petty-bourgeois democrats
(Menshe’viki and Social-Revolutionaries) had in the 8 months of
their rule. -

These cowards, these gossips, these vain, conceited little
Hamlets and Narcissi, had been brandishinﬁ a sword of card-
board, and did not even begin to away with the Monarchy! As no
one before us, as never before us, we swept awaﬁ the entire
monarchistic garbage. We razed to the ground the structure
of privilege, built up during centuries (the most advanced nations
like England, France and Germany have not yet abolished the
remains of privilege). We have destroyed the deepest roots of
privilege the remainders of feudalism and serfdom in land-
ownership. “It is debatable” (there are sufficient writers, Cadets,
Mensheviki and Social-Revolutionaries abroad who can busy
themselves with the question) what the “final” outcome of the
Agrarian reform of the October revolution will be. We shall
waste no time debating the question, for we shall decide this
dispute, as well as all the other controversies growing out of
it, only thr a st le. One fact is eohblilhes, however, that
for eight months the petty-bourgeois democrats were “negotiating*
with property owners, who still held the traditions ol seridom
high, whereas we lmnway the property owners and their
traditions in a few w .

Let us take religion, or the disiranchisement of women,
or the on and disfranchisement of non-Russian national-
ities. All these are questions of the bourgeoi
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