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The Russo-German Trealy.
- by A. Thalkeimer.

I. Introduction.

The following are the important moments in the history
of events that preceded the Russo-German treaty concluded in
Genoa. The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk already included the re-
cognition of the Russian Soviet Government. Thus, while. the
Entente were until now in a treatyless relation towards Soviet
Russia, the German government was bound to it by treaty since
1916. Shortly before the outbreak of the November Revolution
the Kaiser’s” government broke with Soviet Russia, and the
Republican government, the Ebert-Scheidemann-Haase Cabinet
tremblingly followed in the footsteps of the Entente—against
Soviet Russia. The repeated negotiations and the notorious parti-
cipation of the various governments of the German Republic in
. the various White Guard adventures against Soviet Russia, are
only too well known. It is not the fault of the various govern-
ments that displaced one another in the German Republic, that
these disgraceful services were not greater; it was due exclusively
to England’s and France’s distrust of Germany. Both England
and France feared lest the German mercenaries demand too high
a price, and lest they build up for themselves a m.litary base in
Soviet Russia, from which they might operate against the West-
It is the German Social Democrats who bear the full respon-
sibility for this criminal and idiotic policy that has been pursued
against Soviet Russia since 1916. The Independent Socialists
also bear partial guilt for this black past. The Communist Party
of Germany has carried on a persistent and untiring struggle
against the active or passive betrayal of the Russian Revolution
from the very beginning. The Soviet Republic has left no stone

unturned in the attempt to create a modus vivendi with Germany.
All that was accomplished was the institution of business and
trading miss:ons. In spite of the fact that the Entente continually
stepped on Germany’s corns, the various German Republican
governments maintained their toadying relationship with the
Entente up to the very last. At every phase of the German
negotiations, the German Government did not make a step
without humbly informing England and asking for its most
gracious - perm.ssion. Mr. Rathenau, the present Minister of
Foreign Affairs, in particular, has made himself ridiculous and
showed himself bereft of all self-respect in his idiotic courtings
. of Britannia. When Herr Rathenau assures everyone, both those
who want to as well as those who do not want to hear it, that he
most “ loyally ” informed his English masters up to the very last,
it must be taken at its face value as a sad self-recommendation.

. While the negotiations with Soviet Russia were still. going
~on, the German Government had the audacity to perform the

vicious sleight-of-hand trick of signing the well-known agree-
ment drawn up by the Paris Expert Commission. This demand
that Soviet Russia make compensation for the nationalized fac-
tories and that it submit itself to a trusteeship of the Entente.
Even while the Berlin negotiations with the Russian Soviet
delegation were still going on, the German government held on
to this demand with a- tenacity worthy of a better cause. It is
absolutely necessary that it te made clear to the whole inter-
national working-class that until recently, a government in which
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the German Social Democracy played a leading role fought hand
in hand with the imperialist robber states in the attempt to
deprive the Russian Revolution of its most important social and
political conquests, namely, of the possession by the proletarian
state of the most important industries of the country. It must
be indelibly impressed upon the working-class of the whole
world that a so-called “ workers’ party ” has insisted pig-headed-
ly up to the very last that the victorious proletarian revolution
compensate the capitalists for the expropriated factories, mines,
etc. Only under the unbearable pressure of the Entente, only
after it had been excluded from the negotiations between the
Entente and Soviet Russia, only after it was exposed to the
danger of seeing the Entente enter inte an agreement with Soviet
Russia at the expense of Germany, was the German Government
compelled to conclude a treaty with Soviet Russia, a treaty which -
protects it against disadvantages as against other robber states,
but in which it formally renounces nothing in the matter of
compensation for the expropriated factories.

II. The Most Important Stipulations of the Treaty.

1—The renewed de jure recognition of the Soviet Republic
and the resumption of normal diplomatic relat:ons.

2—The mutual waiver of war-reparations.

3—Germany to receive most favored nation treatment in
all trading agreements, tarifi-treaties, etc.,, which are entered

into with other capitalistic states.

4-—The waiver of all damages occasioned by the revolution;
the samz on condition that the Entente states do likewise.

5—The obligation of both governments to promote the
resumption of mutual {rade relations.

Thi significance of this treaty for Soviet Russia is more
of a moral nature than a material one. After the treaty with
Poland and with the Baltic States, this constitutes the second
break in the iron ring formed about Soviet Russia by the united
imperial’stic robber powers. The material significance of this
treaty for the reconstructon of Soviet Russia depends: wholly
upon the ways and means the German Government and the
German industrialis{s adopt in the execution of the treaty.
As for the German Government this is its first hesitating halj-
step towards the recovery of its freedom of action, and towards
the dissolution of the slave-chains which it voluntarily accepted
from the Allies.

As to the international significance of the treaty, the
frantic rage of the Entente governments offers sufficient proof.
The phrases of the first day at Genoa, promising a basis of
equality to all participants and an earnest effort to reconstruct
Soviet Russia and world economy in general, have been unmasked
by the reception accorded to the Russo-German Treaty by the
Allied governments. If a treaty which seeks to reestablish a
normal capitalistic relation towards Soviet Russia (and ths to
an unsufficient degree) is characterized as a slap in the face
of the Conference, it must become very clear to every worker that
the Conference thereby openly adm:ts that its actual intentions
towards Soviet Russia are simply those of disgraceful robbers.
Hence they cry, “ German has broken the solidarity of the
robbers; therefore crucify it! Germany has waived all claims
upon the.insane reparitions from Soviet Russia; therefore crucify
it! Germany has had the audacity to forget for a s’ngle moment
that it is an Entente-colony; Crucify!” All of the robber treaties .
of Versailles are until this very day inviolable for the Genoa
Conference. But the treaty between Germany and Soviet Russia
must receive the sanction of the great imperialistic robbers.
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III. The German Parties and the Treaty.

The particular attention of the international working-class
must be called to the fact that of all the German parties, the
Social Democratic Party is the only one which took an outspoken
attitude against the treaty. Its slavish fear of the Entente, its
blind raging hatred of the Russian .Revolution, render it im-
possible for the German Social Democracy to gather at least as
much courage and reason as the bourgeois parties did. The
German Social Democracy fears all contact with the -Soviet
Republic as it fears death, because it knows that a party which
depends upon the support of the workers cannot long continue
to pursue a’ counter-revolutionary course, nor can it successfully
fight against the Communist Party of its own country if it is
to get the support of a workers’ state in its foreign policy. With
a tra%ic heart the bourgeois parties greet the treaty as the first
step by which Germany regains her initiative and freedom of
action; they do not forget to point out, however, that the govern-

ment must therefore proceed against the German Communists

so much the more strictly.” - ~

. We German Communists, however, have not the slightest
faith that the Wirth-Rathenau Government or that any other
bourgeois coalition government will be able to pursue the path
outlined by the Russo-German pact. The history of 3% years
of the foreign policy of the bourgeois republic forbids any such
belief. We shall expose those parts of the treaty which betray
the as yet powerless imperialistic appetites of .the German

Government, to open and ruthless criticism. But to the German

workers we say: it is your duty to see to it that this first half-
Step never be retracted, but that it be followed by other steps
in the direction and alliance with Russia.

IV. The Treaty and the International Working Class.

It is clear that it is the duty of the international working-
class to adopt a reserved and critical attitude towards the
rectitude and constancy of the present German Government in
its relations to Soviet Russia, and to combat as energetically as
possible the hypocritical and vicious attacks directed by their
respective governments against the treaty, and also to demand
that other countries as well renounce their robber reparation
demands and give up their attacks against the sovereignty and
seli-determination of the Russian people. Now is the time
emphatically to demand the calling of a World Proletarian
Congress, to take place as soon as possible. This Congress
should opposé the robber states now at Genoa, with the mass-
pressure of the world proletariat. Should it happen (as it very
well may) that these robber states break up the Genoa Con-
ference then it will ke absolutely necessary to mobilize the
working-masses as quickly and as thoroughly as possible.

. THE LABOR MOVEMENT

Civil War in South Africa.
The Great Rand Strike.
by M. Lopes (Cape Town).

During the last eighteen months the capitalist offensive
in- South Africa met with no serious opposition, but at the
beginning of 1922 the workers on the Witwatersrand, especially
the miners, cried check to the victorious onrush of the exploiters
by means of a strike movement which brought to a standstill the
econontic life of that area.

Since the commencement of the world economic crisis, the
South African workers, in common with the workers of other
countries, hrave shared the post-war blessings of the “new world”
—wides-spread unemployment, part-time employment, retrench-
ment in private and Government employ and a steady attack upon
wages and hours of labour, which latter have in many industr.es
been increased to ten hours per day. Civil servants, railwaymen,
enginners, building workers, etc., accepted the lowering of their
standard of living without protest. The miners’ turn came last,
probably, owing to the fact that their organisations are the most
powerful in South Africa and the miners themselves the most
militant section of the white workers.

Starting with the Coal Mines, the strike rapidly spread
until it embraced the workers on the Gold Mines and such mem-
bers of the following Unions as were connected with the mines:—
Amalgamated Engineering Union, Amagamated Woodworkers’
‘Union, Building Workers’ Industrial Union, S.A. Ironmoulders’
Society, together with the workers of the Victoria Falls Power
Company.

7

The dispute with the Victoria Falls Power Company arose
out of an ultimatum served by the Coal Owners, notifying that
wages would ke cut by 5/—per shift at the end of the year. The
excuse given by the owners for this cut was the necessity of
lowering production costs in order to meet foreign competition,
i.e. the tremendous fall in the price of English coal.

The position on the Gold Mines is more complicated, and,
in order that it may be understood, it is necssary to explain that
certain underground operations which involve possible danger to
life may, under the Mining Regulations, be carried out only by
skilled men who must be white men. This is what is referred to
as the “colour bar” on the mines. There are, in addition, certain
semi-skilled or border-line occupations which in some mines have
been carried out by whites only and in other mines by natives,
such as drill-sharpening, waster-packing, rough-timbering and
other odd jobs. In regard to these latter occupations, what is
known as the “Status Quo” agreement has existed between the
Chamber of Mines and the Mine Workers’ Union since 1918, the
arrangement being that the then existing state of affairs on the
various mines, namely the use of a definite proportion of natives
to white men, should be maintained. Whilst, during 1919-1920
the price of gold rose from the normal 84/11d per ounce to

127/4d during the past few months, it has now dropped to 98/4d. . .

This, together with the rise in the cost of production has, accor-
ding to the Chamber of Mines, placed what are known as the
““low-grade mines ” nearly on the non-payable line, and, in conse-
quence thereof, at the beginning of this year an ultimatum was
issued to the miners giving one month’s -notice of the intention
to abolish the “Status Quo” agreement. This would give the
Chamber of Mines the opportunity to utilise the services of semi-
skilled natives to do certain work then performed by whites and
at less than twenty per cent of their wages, thus effecting a con-
siderable economy in working-costs. The position of the workers
was stated as follows by the president of the South African In-
dustrial Federation:—“A progressive lowering of the standard
of living has been forced on us ever since the outbreak of the
Great War, and now, on the plea of saving the low-grade mines,
which are low-grade by reason of the course followed by the
owners, you are being asked to eliminate one-fifth of the white
workers with more to follow, since the low-grade mines, as an
excuse for attacks on Labour, are eternal.”.

By a strike ballot of ten to one, the miners showed that they
still stand in the vanguard of the organised workers in South
Afxiica, and, on January 10th. about 22,000 workers had downed
tools. i

“The entire handling of the strike by the Executive of the
Industrial Federation was characterised by indecision and a
stupid consideration for ‘“public opinion”. In the matter of so- .
called “‘essential services”, the ‘“‘officials” were allowed to work
without molestationr, thus the mine-pumps and electric power-.
stations were kept going. In spite of the fact that the remaining
Unions in Johannesburg were in favour of an immediate sym-
pathetic strike, no attempt was made to take advantage of it at
that time. Every effort was, however, made to obtain Govern-
ment intervention to bring pressure to bear on the employers to
withdraw their ultimatum, but, beyond postponing the opening
of Parliament and flooding the Reef with armed policemen, the
Government “refused to intervene”. It must also be mentioned -
that no effort was made by the Industrial Federation to bring the
Native workers out on strike. This was suicidal in view of the
fact that on the mines there are approximately ten native workers
to every white worker. On some of the coal mines at Witbank,
although the white miners were on strike, the natives, with the

" help of the mine officials, succeeded in producing almost as much

coal as before the strike.

Whilst the masters met blow with blow, the Executive of
the Federation went cap in hand seeking conferences. Thus, on
January 11th, it handed the Chamber of Mines certain terms on
which it was prepared to call off the strike. The Chamber replied
refusing these terms, also stating that all strikers not at work
the following Monday would be dismissed. Later, however, it
agreed to a conference with the Industrial Federation, a con-
ference ‘‘untrammelled by any conditions”, which, of course,
meant the non-withdrawal of the ultimatum. This conference
took place and proved entirely abortive, except that it helped the
mine-owners in their game of playing for time, as they well knew
that every day brought the men nearer to starvation in addition
to sapping their spirit of solidarity and their determination to win.

When it became apparent that decisive action could not be
expected from the Executive of the Federation and that the strike
wolud be prolonged until either the men accepted the owners’
terms, or it collapsed, the politicians of the Nationalist and
Labour parties, who had been keeping discreetly in the back-
ground, came forward to sing their well-known ditty—‘“Serves
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you right for not voting for us”. They cast their bread upon the
troublous waters of the Strike, trusting that at the next General
Election it will return to them buttered on both sides with Parlia-
mentary victories. It was made easy for the Nationalist Party to
support the muners, as the latter had adopted amongst many
other slogans that of a “White South Africa”, which must be
interpreted, not as against the native, but against the aitempt of
the Chamber of Mines to eliminate a large section of the white
workers and fill their places with natives at less than twenty
per cent of their wages. But, this slogan was adroitl%' uszd by
the Nationalist Party as a means of arousing the hostility of the
Dutch against the Government of Smuts and Company, as eighty-
five per cent of the mine-workers are Dutch and are strongly
impregnated with Republican sentiments. Thus, the polit.cal
manoeuvrings of the members of the Nationalist and Labour Par-
‘ties, together with the activities of certain Trades Unionists,
anxious to retrieve in the political field what they had lost in the
industrial, soon culminated in a demand for a South African Re-
public. But, it is the business of politicians to arouse the hatred
and passion of the masses against their political opponents and
then to prevent it expressing itself in action which may go “ too
far”. Thus, when the atmosphere along the Reef was electrical
and alive with revolutionary possibilities, the Republican agi-
tation was dropped, and the politicians who were mostly respon-
sible for it departed South to fight the battles of the workers in
the House of Parliament.
Smuts, the Prime Minister, that the workers had best go back to
work on the best terms they could get, when the Government
would establish an “impartial” Board to investigate the dispute.

Whilst these Nationalist and Labour mountebanks were
prancing behind the political footlights, the authorities were
arresting the militant leaders of the strike movement. Amongst
those arrested (many taken from the picket lines for
molesting scabs, etc.) were Comrades Percy Fisher, Spendiff,
McDermid and Worthingham of the Mine Workers’ Union, Com-
rade Shaw, a prominent member of the Communist Party, and
Comrade W. H. Andrews, General Secretary of the Communist
Party and editor of its weekly organ, “The International”—all
arr]eosteld. on charges of “incitement to violence” and later releaszd
on bail. .

There is an ancient saying to the effect that_out of Africa
always something new emerges and the Rand Strike has proven
this by the creation of ‘“Commandoes” (military units) of the
workers, the rrecursors, in South Africa, of the Red Guards. The
flooding of the Reef with arimed police, combined with.the lessons
of previous strikes in 1913 and 1914 when the workers were shot
 and bludgeoned back to work, credted the necessity of organising
the workers on military lines, appropriating the military forma-
tions and discipline hithertd monopolised by the exploiters. Each
district had its own “ Commando ” which went through the neces-
sary military training under officers elected by the strikers from
among themselves. These ‘‘Commandoes” were useful in fostering

the spirit of comradeship and solidarity and in enabling the
leaders to keep the strikers together, thus reducing scabbing to
a minimum.

Further proofs of the Government’s intention “not to inter-
vene” were forthcoming by the enlistment of special constables
to augment the large armed forces already on the Reef, and by
the Government declaring that it would protect all those who
wished to return to worl
statements in the Press that a large number of strikers had re-
turned to work and that the mnes would resume operations. But
the solidarity of the men remained unbroken and the few who did
return soon felt on their persons the legitimate anger of the
strikers. So effective was this action in preventing scabbing that
Parliament and the Press raised anew the old cry of “the right
to work”, and called for action against “terrorism” and sabotage.

The opening of the eighth week of the strike saw Parlia-
ment endorse the policy of the Government, which all over the
country was known to be the policy of the Chamber of Mines;
saw the Industrial Federation and the South African Labour
Party considering scheme after scheme for ending the dead-lock
in the hope of finding one which would be acceptable alike to the
workers and the exploiters—a task impossible even for the crafty
and subtle mind of Crawford, the Gompers of South Africa; saw
increasing tension between the ‘“Commandoes” and the police;
saw. the columns of the capitalist Press filled with details of
“ mysterious explosions” and of acts of violence and sabotage by
the workers, all calculated to “put the wind up” the middle
class and to arouse “public opinion”, which is usually the preli-
minary to outbreaks of Governmental violence. This came, at
first, in the'form of a collision between strikers and the police,
the latter opening fire upon unarmed men, killing three of them
and wounding many others.

There they were told by General

This was immediately followed by .

A1l throughout the strike the vacillating and compromising
policy of the Industrial Federation had been in striking contrast
to the implacable and uncomprominsing attitude of the Chamber
of Mines, and a further example of this was seen when the
Chamber, in response to an appeal to re-open negotiations; 7ot
only refused to do so, but also stated that in future it would
not recognise the Federation for any purpose whatoever, as it
no longer represented the bulk of the employees in the coal and
gold mines. 1he Chamber wou.d, however, recognise unions
really representative of those industries provided that they
accept the conditions laid down by the Chamber for such recog-
nition. This, together with persistent pressure from the rank and
file, whose Commandoes gathered outside the Trades Hall, re-
spltéd in the Federation calling -a General Strike throughout the
Union. In Johannesturg, the call met with a great response,
whilst in Pretoria, Bloemfontein and Durban large sections of
the workers responded enthusiastically by downing tools and for-
m'ng Commandoes. But the call was not endorsed by the Council
of the National Union of Railway and Harbour Servants. Thus,
while the railway service around the Reef was stopped by men
going on strike, in the other parts of Soutn Africa it was
unafiected. )

The provocative statement of the Chamber of Mines was a
signal that the last phase had opened—that of civil war, cumi-
nating in the establishment of the White Terror. The decla-
ration of the General Strike was folowed by the shooting of a
number of natives. Obviously, in view of the attitude of the
strike leaders in calling upon the strikers not to molest the
natives, this was done by the agents of the Chamber in order to
arouse “public opinion” against the strikers and to arouse racial
hatred between white and native workers. But, it was also used
as an excurse for another Parliamentary debate, in which the
Government was urged ‘“{o throw away the scabbard and use
all the forces at its disposal to quell these lawless revolutionary
banda—the Commandoes”.

Following on this, twenty strike leaders were arrested, and
the mobilisation of Defence Force units and ‘“loyal” Boer Com-
mandoes was commenced. General Smuts, the Prime Minister,
then left for Johannesburg to assume charge of operations,
covering the distance of 2000 miles in 27 hours by train.

n Fridav. March 10th, Martial Law was proclaimed and
fightig commenced between the Commandoes and the Govern-
ment forces all along the Reef, in the shadow of the Red Flag which
pdoudly fluttered from the mast-head at the Johannesburg Town
Hall. As this was prior to the commandeering of the burghers
i the surrounding districts, the workers’ Commandoes had taken
possession by Saturday night of the whole of the Reef, with the
exception of Boksburg and the centre of Johannesburg—this des-
pite the fact that the strikers possessed, according to the “Cape
Argus”, less than 1000 rifles apart from shot-guns and revolvers,
and a Limited supply of a munition. This journal also stated that
the workers’ Commandoes employed Boer guerilla tactics, carrying
out encircling movements. But, the encircling forces were very
thin and terribly shorts of ammunition.

Apart from the unprecedented concentration of Burgher
and Defence Forcé regiments, the Government employed heavy
artillery, tanks and aeroplanes. Heavy artilery bombardments
were directed against the strikers’ defences whilst - aeroplanes
circled overhead, bombing incessantly and sending down bursts
of machine-gun fire. The Trades Hall at Benoni, defended by
a large number of strikers, who held out against the Government
forces for a day, was blown up from the air by an aerial torpedo
with tremendous loss of life. To justify these bombing operations,
no doubt, the Press began to fill its columns with accounts of
atrocities by the strikers—such as shooting of wounded,
misuse of Red Cross flags, etc, and to term the
strikers ‘“hooligans”, “bandits” and ‘‘desperadces”. In short, the
“Hun” of war-time fame became the striker of 1922. Then Bols-
hevism became the togey, and hints of disclosures of a ¢ Great
Red Plot” to overthrow the Governmient and establish a Soviet
were dropped by Geseral Smuts. On Sunday morning a great
concentration of Government forces had taken place and the civil
war proceeded with increased intensity. Another revolt of the
wage-slaves was being suppressed, but their courage and deter-
mination will be written large in the history of South Africa in
the hot alphabet of war.

This is not a history of the military operations, but I take
the folowing account from “De Burger”, a Nationalist organ,

_ “Sunday, 5.05 pm.: The six aeroplanes which
went - back to Pretoria today to fetch more bombs,
appeared again over the Town -at the end of .an hour and
made a renewed attack on the great Vrededorp Commando, which
had taken up a posit'on in the hills to the left of Aukland Park.
A big Police Force had concentrated at the bottom of the hills and

- to convey an idea of the fighting:—
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waited till the aeroplanes had bombed the hills for about an hour
and a half with tombs and machine-guns. Then the aeroplanes
disappeared, because a couple of big guns from the Parktown
hill had begun to shell the position and made it dangerous for the
aeroplanes to fly low. Under the protection of the big guns the
Government troops began an attack on the ridges and a bloody
fight developed. For more than an hour rifle fire clattered like
a heavy hailstorm on galvanised iron, and the thunder of the
big guns and machine-guns made the hellish row complete. When
. it began, the red bombs burst on the ridges and all thougt that it
could not last for ten minutes. But the strikers defended their
_position with the utmost fury. For the whole of the hour the
rifle fire was like an unbroken, uninterrupted shower. Then the
strikers began to fall back step by step before the force which was
trying to surround them with a circuit of motor lonies. While
they were running and retiring, bomks sometimes burst among
them. The rifle fire became more intermittent, and when the
strikers were over the ridge, the gunfire ceased. Repeated shots
from rifles and machine-guns showed the direction in which the
strikers were retiring, pursued by troops who then took possession
of the ridges. The slaughter must have been great, though no
official returns are to be had. It is said on good authority that
more than a thousand strikers were captured in the retreat.”

By Monday night, the Government forces had captured
the Eastern and Western suburbs with the exception of Fordsburg,
which was held by the Irish Commando under the leadership of
Comrades Fisher and Spendiff (members of the Council of Action).
The rounding up of strike-leaders, prominent men in the Trade
Union movement, particularly Communist leaders, proceeded with-
out interruption. The offices of the Communist Party were
occupied by the military who ransacked the place and smashed
the printing plant. The atlack on Fordsburg, the last citadel of
the “Reds”, commenced on Tuesday morning, Johannesburg rever-
berating to the sound of artillery, machine-gun and rifle fire, with
aeroplanes co-operating. After a heav
75 minutes, Fordsturg surrendered, and this brought the civil
war practically to a close, although fighting took place in the
outlying districts till Thursday evening. The two heroes of
Fordsturg, Comrades Fisher and Spendiff, were first stated to
have been killed by shrapnel fire and later on to have “committed
suicide”. This appears to be a new version of the old lie—‘“shot
while trying to espace”. The end of the fighting was followed by

- a hovse-to-house search for “suspects”, which was accompanied
by deeds of wanton destruction. At time of writing, over 10,000
prisoners await exam'nation and “combing-out”.

With the permision of the military authorities and in the
shadow of Martial Law, the Strike Executive met and decided
to take a bal'ot on -the question of a resumption of work. The
Press, commenting on this, stated—*“There has been a conflici
between the m'litant and moderate elements in the Executive, and
the bal'ot resolution indicates that the moderates, under Mr. A.
Crawford’s influence, are now dom'nating the situation”. The
Press forgot to mention that those militants who had not already
laid down their lives for the cause of organised Labour were in
the concentration camps or jails of Capitalism. Fisher and
Sgpendiff are dead, therefore Crawford reigns unchallenged!

The ballot was not taken, the various Unions calling the
strike off, and the men returned to work on the terms of the
Chamtber of Mines. Not a single casualty list of the strikers has
so far been published, and one cannot guess at the terrible toll of
life that has again been laid on the altar of profit. .

The Chamber of Mines hat donated £20000 towards the
relief of distress upon the Rand: It may think its victory cheap
at this price, but, in reality, it has not yet begun to pay. This
struggle has brought increased emphasis to the Class War in
South Africa and its lessons will teach the white workers that
without the help of the native and coloured workers they can
never be free. Out of the conflict will arise those organisations
of white and native workers that will encompass the death of
Capitalism. Then will the Chamber of Mines pay in full for the
slaughter of Johannesburg workers in March 1922, whose
courage and heroism have added yet another glorious page to
the history of the proletariat. :

bombardment lasting -

Naturally, the Communist Party, the South African Section of

the Communist International, not yet a year in existence, has
suffered very heavily. True to its policy of leadership oi the
masses, the Communists, right from the commencement of the
stike, were to be seen in the forefront of the battle. This example
will make the Communist Party, in the near future, the
Party of the mass of the South African Workers, which will
again lead them in an assault on the battlements of Capitalism,
ultimately with victory. Today, those members of our Party
who were not killed in the fighting, are languishing in the jails
of Capitalism awai