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The Champions of the World Proletariat.

by Karl Radek.

*%The Congress of the Amsterdam Trade Union Inter-
natonal adopted a truly heroic resolution at its last session,
it pronounced in favor of a mass strike in case of—a future
war. Such heroism is like a post-dated check--the cheapest
kind of heraism in the world. The Congress did not, however,
mention the fact that not far from Rome where they were
meeting @ bitler conlest was going onm over one important aim
of the proletarian class struggle - the title of society to its
mackinery of production. This ﬁroletarian congress did not
think it mecessary to appeal to the proletariat to support the
Russian Soviet delegation with all means at its disposal. It
did” not do this, although even without being possessed of
special information it should have known that in Genoa a
merciless struggle was being carried on and that any moment
could witness a rupture of the negotiations. The conflict in
Genoa is a book with seven locks to the European trade-union
bureaucracy which formed the International Workers’ Congress
in Rome. Are not Tchitcherin, Krassin and Litvinoff like them-
selves, the Jouhaux, Hendersons, Leiparts and Grassmanns®
Was not Henderson, when His Britannic Majesty’s minister,
compelled to don silk hose and breeches when attending court?
Did not Tchitcherin and Krassin attend the reception given b
the King of Italy? And when the Russian delegates haggle
with world capital over concessions—well they, the Hender-
sons, Jouhaux and Grassmanns, have all their lives done nothing
but make concessions to capital. True, there will be a bit more
noise in Genoa in that , but, all things considered, they,
the exponents of trade-union officialdom really need not Worry
over (jenoa. d

_ Meanwhile Socialism’s right to exist 1s at stake in 0a.
Without mincing words, the Alﬁes uncompromisingly demand in
therr memoraudgum that:

“ The Russian Soviet Government assume reponsi-
tlity for all material and direct losses caused by the
hreaches of contract or in any other manner which the
subjects of other powers have suffered in consequence of
actions or failures to act on the part of the Soviet Go-
ernment, its provincial and local authorities, or its agents.”

The: memorandum goes on to demand that:

“The subjects of foreign powers have the right to
laum  the return of their pm{urly or acknowled*lemem
of their rights and interests. If such property, rights or
‘nterests sfill exist or can be ascertained, they are to be
returned and compensation granted for thein exploitation or
damage. If such property, rights or interests do no longer
exist or cannot be ow , or if their former owners
do not desjre their refurn, h:rhe bSoviet Gover::xﬂ " must
Compengate | parties, eit y giving them similar
property ri o?inh:ut:,- or. by compensation.”
- IT&e‘tﬁmor of" these demands isu ]t»he de;hution of Alied

a capifalism was, is and will be. Private property is
$acred, md:.‘. 40 y u’pduuinnn. if you 3m to follow
of the Russian Revolution! We hold you res-
Pousible for all the ou inflict upon capitalism! And
¥e¢ shall make you suffe drmdl damages to the “tenth

generation. Not only will you have to return all sacred pro-
verty, but if you were to gle of hunger, and if your children
ad neither bread nor milk, neither clothing nor shelter you
will not be allowed to provide for them, but will be forced to make
good the injuries you have done to the bourgeoisie!

World Capital, which arose from the policy of the exrloit-
ation of half the world, beginning with Venice’s piratical
expeditions in the 12th century, with her slave plantations,
through the colonial spoils of the Dutch and the English and
the ransacking of the churches and monasteries 10 the modern
form of exploitation of whole nations by trusts, now stands
up and dgclares:

The rights | have acquired with blood and iron - the
rights and the property built upon mountamns of human
bones and cemented with blood and tears, shall not be
touched henceforth, neither by the sword nor by fire, neither
by the wish of the toiling masses nor by any other means
whatsoever!

And if the ocean should rise from its bed, and if
nature itself should offend against our rights, we shall
punish it as Xerxes did: we shall whip the waves of the
sea. An@ Soviet Russia, if it does not desire to perish of
hunger, " must reinstate Sacred P’rivate Property on its
throme -and worship it.

The memorandum of the Soviet delegation in reply to the
Allies’ memorandum draws a truly heartrending picture of
what will happen if Russia should acknowledge the Alled
debts and if its counter demands were not recognised and it
should within a short time start paying off the Allied debts.

Even if the war debts of the Czarist and the Kerensky
government were annulled, Russia’s debts together with the
accumulated interest (the payment of which the Allies’ memo-
randum demands on November Ist, 1027) would amount to
13 mulliard gold roubles. On that day Russia would have 1o
pay 1,200,000,000 gold roubles partly as interest and parily as
amortisation of 1'25 of the total debt. For the last five vears
before the war the Czarist government paid for the same
purpose approximately 40,000,000 roubles annually. In order
to comply with that demand, Soviet Russia would have to
attain till 1927 not only the pre-war level of production, but
treble that production. Before the war the national annual
income of Russia was estimated at 101 roubles per capita; now,
after the devastation of the war, 1t is only 30 roubles per
capita. It follows that if it desires to start paying off its ts
in 1927, Russia would have ‘to increase its production ninefold.
Nor are war debts 'and cempensation for the revolutions da-
mages included in this estimate! When proclaiming the rights
of ‘sacred bourgeois private property, World Capital is also
proclaiming its title to. the slave labor of 150 mullion people.
Lhus is becomes quite a
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The Social Democrats of all shades together wnth‘ their
spiritual brethren, the Centrists, persist in ting: * What
do we care for Genea, for the Soviet delegation and its struggle;
there are merely Russian state interests at stake, \w_hich to
say that the interests of European labor are not'in danger.
The interests of the Russian State coincide with those of the
Russian working people, and those interests demand war on
the sacred institution of capitalist private property. And the
fact that they are the interests of the Russian working masses
(both of the peasants and of the workers) provydu a pedmck
basis for the Socialist character of Soviet Russia’s policy, not
because the Soviet Government wanis to adhere to its old
slogans and principles, but because it must do so. This is
the ultimate cause of, and the best foundation for, its Socialist

licy which is directed against the domination of World
gpﬂll, a policy which is as far above the compremises and
the combinations of the day as the stars in the sky.

Marx onee called the English workers the champions of
the international labor class. And they were that; not because
their outlook was pwore international than that of other prole-
tarians, but because their situajion compelled them to fight
capital in order to attain the first fundamental rights of labor,
the right of organization and the protection of labor and as
the first phalanx which was forced by the logic of events to
enter upon the struggle destined to last a century.

The Russian Soviet Government, the Russian Red Army,
the Russian working masses were compelled by history to fight
for the principle of common property against international
capital which implies private property; they took up arms for
these general aims of international labor, while bitter hunger
was gnawing at their stomachs. Now they are figh for the
same aims with diplomatic methods, and if the negotiations in
Genoa prove futile, they will, perhaps, once more be obliged to
defend themselves against fresh attacks. And because the
Russian Soviet Republic has been placed in a position where
it must struggle for the general aims of international labor,
against private capital and its alleged right to easlave and
starve whole peoples, us struggle, no matter what its forms,
becomes a fight for the international interests of labor. The
Soviet Government and the weakened, hungry and bleeding
working class Soviet Russia's are the paladins of the inter-
national proletariat. They advanced with weapons in their hands
in 1919, borne by the rising wave of the revolution; they have
now, after a retreat which was dictated by the temporary
quiesence of the revolutionary movement in Europe, occupied
positions which they will defend with their lives but which they
will never abandon.

Anybody hesitang to come to the assistance of this
vanguard of the international Kroleuriat which is fighting for
the interests of international labor —not with diplomatic reso-
lutions and phrase, but by exerting his whole energy and with
a holy enthusiasm betrays the working class, no matter what
his name and no matter what the arguments he advances in
favor of his attitude. History will ge him and it will not
ask for the reasons of his betrayal, but will find him guilty of
betrayal, because he deserted tge Russian working class, the
vanguard of the revolution, in its darkest hour

POLITICS
The Political Prisoners.

by N. Bukharin

** The capitalists have an excellent method of confusing
the workers and keeping them under spiritual mprisonment.
This method consists in putting up slogans that are absolutely
empty of content, and for this very reason they permit their
makers to misuse them in any way they choose. ,

The greatest he of our times, the most despicable shame
that is u to confuse the working-class 1s so-called * Demo-
cracy ", This * Democracy " is based upon ‘' Freedom”. But
the conception of freedom 1s an empty one o 1t does nol expressly
say which class this freedom is meant for. The same 18 true
of all other declogical ‘* fundamemtal conceptions” of the
prostituted capitalist press, bke * Civilazation ”, * Community »
etg. 1n its comlent, this aivilization is the civilization of the rubn,
bourgeoisie;, ‘ Comsuunity ” really means the association o
profiteers and bankers, of landlords and speculators, of priests
and courtisans, of lieutenants and mumsters. Ah, but these words
sound “ nice”. The bourgeoisie therefore takes full advantage
of this. The umited forces of the imperiahist pirates are labelled
“ League of Nations” and the slaves' brains are complotely

dazzled. The freedom of exploitation which is a capitalisi,
liberty is called “ Freedom” in general, and. the exploti&l are
thus deceived. Unfortunately there exists umder the capitalisi
system a fetichism of words. Words dominate the blind, wh,
are incapable of seeing their back-stair meaning. That is the
reason why some of the simplest and clearest facts are as v
not understood by many. ) . )

In the mud-throwing legn against Communism an
Soviet Russia the guestion of the “&?htu:gl risoners " pla,.
a conspicuous part. We are asked, * Wherein lies your liber1,
You are keeping hundreds of prisoners under lock! You air
murderers and hanomen! You are hypocrites when you deman.
of the other governments that tifey grant an amnesty to politics
prisouers, at the same time acting like these governmen:.
yourselves! " e

But calm yourselves, gentlemen! )

It not true that we demand a *‘ general ammesty ” for p.
tical prisoners. To put an example. In Germany, we do not a-:
that tfe murderers of Erzberger be freed. On the coatrary, ou
German comrades demand the arrest of these ‘‘ pohiticul
criminals ”. These murderers are freed not by Communists, b
by the government of M. Horthy.

This small example is typical, and it 1s sufficient to vpen
our eyes as to the real issue in question. The proletariat shoui
effect the liberation of those who for its causes. On ¢
other hand, the proletariat has the right to imprison those
are a menace to the proletarian movement.

Not one of the gentlemen from the 2 and 2’4 Internation.
dares to demand of us that we free the notorious arch-rea:
ionaries, in spite of the fact that the imprisonment of thew
gentlemen also constitutes * an injury of their personal liberty
Why? Simply because such a demand would be a proof that ..
“ humane " prosecutors are on the side of the bourgeoisie, bod
and soul. -

But should these
lady ‘‘ Freedom for A
lose their position.

For it is clear that it is actual class-moments and nul
general platitudinous and empty phrases that are of value to us.

Now we come to the * second stage” of the method of
argument and proof used by our enemries. They tell us: W«
do not grudge you your counter-revolutionary generals. But w
your prisons you also have Socialists! You ave imprisoncd
men who had fouﬂxlt‘ against Czarism for decades!”, etc.

8!

not dare to defend their deu:
without Exception”, they would then

Well, we answer your question, gentlemen. And
is very easy to prove that in this aroument there is a falli.,
and behind this fallacy there is treason.

Just a word or two.

Should the word *‘ Socialist” be decisive for us or nu-
We know that in France, for instance, the leading imperialist.
party calls itself not omly Socialist, ‘but even “ Radical ()
Socialist”. In Austria there are “ Christian Socialists ”. Cour
Keyserling also claims to be a Socialist. Not to mention Lens /
who is a constant collaborator of the Stinnes Press and at the
same time a Social Democrat, or Vandervelde, who is one of the
signers'of the Versailles * Peace " Treaty, or of Noske, Alexinsi
and their like.

And as to the past merits and deserts? Ah, Gentlemen
Do you recall those who are now leading the bourgeoisie?

In France, Bridnd! Briand, the gendarme, who was ou.¢
one of the first apostles of the revolutionary general-strike!

In /taly: Bonomi, was a member of the Socialist Parn
Mussolini, the leader of the Fascisti, the professional murde:c:
of the proletariat, is a former editor of - Avanti”, the centr:
organ of the Socialist Party (!): ‘

In Russia: Bourtzeff and Savinkoff, former anti-Cza: -
terrorist, Alexinsky, the present Wrangelian, was a radical Soc
Democrat.

That suffices perhaps, to show that “* past deeds” are .
argument for present respect. Every Marxst will understa:
that in a phase of development in which the question was o
of i‘ hting against Czarism, many people fought sincerely, '
in of rism they \:}:‘med h‘; bourg«l)‘x: ldibgrmwti .cy.f hc
this does nofat all mean, that t reet t ation of "
proletariat h-,l1 the.,bour eoi.;,:cwhl.txc. For the bourgeoisic °
no mdlpuhrq.'gevom-dut proletanan dictatorship.

Apd now, speaking (o the'points : ‘o

\With:us.ii Russia, the Socialist Revolutionaries are ¢

erms of the ** Radical Socialist” Party a-la France. ‘They ar
in favor of the armed struggle against the Soviet Power; (hey
had a hand in almost all attempts against the Soviet pow<r
(including those of Yudenitch, Koltchak, Denikin, Wrangel and
other generals), they have murdered our best comrades (Vo>

2
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darsky, Uritzky); they have wounded Lenin; they have organized
aitempts. against the lives of Trotzky and Zinoviev.
attempted to murder Lenin in the name of “ Civilization”, of
course! They entered into pacts with the French, the Germans.
the Czecho-Slovaks and Americans; theyy received gold from all
sides. Their present propaganda is chiefly an agitation for the
rebellion of the Vendée against the revolutionary proletariat.

And then we are asked: V/h{ don’t you set the anti-Czarist
highters at liberty? . . . . A

And the Mensheviki? Firstly, they are in league with the
\ocial Revolutionaries. Thz had also fought with arms against
is not only in the Octobér days, but even much laer. It suffices
1 say that the Georgian Mensheviki furnished General Wrangel
with 30,000 officers. Their method is just as cowardly and
Jespicable as that of the S.R. They always have a “division of
labor ”.  The gentle Martoff is radical and “ not responsible "
for the counter-revolution. is fact was effectively demonstrated
at the Berlin International Conference, where Martoff and Dan
sat with the 2%, and ex-minister Tseretelli with the Inter-
national. But these * finé ntances ” corcern us very little.

The International Conference had for its goal the united
ront, which it was to organize up against capital, and in no way
i aid capital to break up Soviet Russia. And it is not only the
right but also the dut{ of the first proletarian state to beat back
every att_emrt at its life with all the force at its disposal. That is
not particularly é)riestly-humane, English-hypocritical, or demo-
cratically-free. * But it is practical and necessary from the point
i view of the struggling proletarian revolution. .

" The Awakening of India.
by Evelyn Roy.

** India, which during the past decade has been stirring
unegsily from its slumbers, has awakened to full consciousness
in_the i&gt two years. One has but to glance through any daily
papér 10’ witness the unusual prominence given to news of events
in India in order to realize that this awakening extends to
('vzry pl’:t.us::l of'l_gltionall existencci' -intellectual, social, economic
and political. The age-long apathy ol patient resignation and
endurance has been bmkenn,zpartly {Jy the opening upgof India 1o
currents of world th t, due to such transcendent events as
the imperialist war and the Russian Revolution, and partly by
the desperate economic condition of the overwhelming mass of
the people, whom centuries of exploitation have reduced to the
last stages of wretchedness. The third and most significant
factor in the awakening of India lies in the rapid industrialization
of the country, which has been going on throughout the last two
decades and which has resuheg in the creation, along with a
native and foreign capitalist class, of an industrial proletariat
numbering about nine millions. It is the growing class-
consciousness of the latter, brought about by the increased exploi-
tahon during the years of reckless war-profiteering, that is
responsible not onl’ for the unparalleled record of strikes, lock-
outs, various manilestations of mass action and the growth ol
irade-unionism within recent years, but also for the incpeasing
intensity of- the nationalist campaign for political independence.

The intimate relationship that exists between thésdatio-
nalst struggle for Swaraj or Home Rule, and the labor movement
for beﬁerinﬂdthe economic condition of the workers, is realized
by few outside of India and even fewer inside. Mr. Gandhi, the
saintly leader of the nationalist forces and apostle of non-
resistance, could never have commanded the nation-wide response
of the masse, nor have terrified the British Raj into its present
'renzied rage, had there not been behind his incoherent and
badly-led roovement the ueadxr driving force and spirit
ol the Indiam working-class. The pqwer of organized r has
‘ong made itself felt in England and the countries of Euro
and America, and no sooner did the spectre begin to raise
head in India than the British rulers foresaw wherein lay the réal
danger to capitalistic imperialism. In the growth of trade-
umonism, in the demands of the workers for higher wages,
lewer hours, better living conditions and a share in the 8
ot industry, backed upni '
in prolonged strikes and
Viceroy ob-India- and Bis"
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movement, agitated by nationalist leaders, inevitably drifted into
political channels; it Kmme the willing instrument of politicians
who called Hartals, national strikes and local ones, declared an
economic boycott of British goods, organized their Non-Coo-
peration cann‘;pnfn g:im! the Government and advanced extre-
mist demands for araj, because they were always sure of
being sup?orted in their action by at least on section of the popu-
lation that stood ready to risk life and limb to obtain its de-
mands, namely, the Indian working-class, with nothing to lose
but its chains.

The huge, unwieldy mass of disaffected, discontented
people in India which swells the ranks of the Nationalists, con-
sisting of the rising bourgeoisie, GoCernment servants, pett
traders, ruined artisans, peasants and field and city prolcmril‘{.
are held together by the slenderest thread of unity — the Na-
tionalist Program, which calls for Swaraj or Home Rule; the
righting of the Punjab wrongs of 1919, when several thousand

ple were massacred by machine-guns under the infamous
owlatt Act;, and the revision of the Treaty of Sévres by the
Allies so as to grant complete independence to and the restoration
of Tgrkcy. ‘Upon this exceedingly vague program of conflicting
and impossible demands, all classes were asked to unite and to
hfht the British Indian Government by the non-violent means
ol boycott, civil disobedicnce and non-cooperation. So chaotic a
movement must long ago have fallen apart into its various com-
Riment elements, had it not been for the saving grace of
r. Gandhi's personality, which contained a powerful appeal
for the Indian masses; for the policy of government perse(uguus,
which took definite shape and rt:acheciZ its climax during the
recent visit of the Prince of Wales, and for the awakened mass-
energy of the workers and peasants determined to better their
lot. The national Hartals or general sirikes, which paralyzed
the life of all the great cities visited by the Prince, together with
the bloody conflicts which broke out between the striking wor-
kers and students organized into Volunteer Corps, and the police,
forced the hands of the Governmemt. All the prominent leaders
of the Nationalist movement were arrested and convicted to from
six month to two ycars’ imprisonment, with the exception of
Mr. Gandhi. In addition, about ten thousand Indian Volunteers
lie rotti in jails, the majority of whom are culled from the
ranks of the workers.

The month of December witnessed two significant Con-
Bre;;ses m the history of India, one the Second All-Indian Trade
nion Congress at }Jharria, in which about 20,000 worker-

delegates participated, and the other at Ahmedabad, was the
36th Scssion of the Indian National Congress, the political organ
of the Nafionalists, attended by 6,000 accredited delegates. Both
were closely watched by the Government. Both passed almost
identical demands. The Trade Union Congress, besides advancin
an economic rrogram for the redress of workers’ grievances an
the betterment of their miserable condition, declared that the only
true cure for the workers’ ills lay in the attainment of Swaraj,
and that this would be won through the action of the Indian
working-class within ten years. The National Congress, for-
getting or ignoring the economic grievances of its principdl
mainstay, the Indian workers and peasants - promulgated the
same v political program as before; announced the adoption
of non-violent civil disobedience to Government laws and orders
as the immediate tactics to attain their demands, and elected
Mr. Gandhi supreme arbiter of the national destinies, with
power to name his successor in case of his arrest.

The recently-announced arrest of Mr. Gandhy comes as
no surprise to those watching the current of events in India. The
campaign of Civil Disobedience led quickly to violence, as was to
be expected. The impoverished peasantry refused to pay rent and
taxes; police and militia were promptly called out by the Go-
vernment to enforce collections, and pasgive resistance quickly
transformed itself into sanguinary struggles betwecn the police
and the p:%ple. Gandhi, whose vacillating tactics have more
than once the Congress Party to ridicule and disaster, renoun-
ced the 'policy of Civil Disobedience as premature, and called
u the rioters to repent and offer themselves to justice. His
fropt. came just in time to stop the warrant for his

“lissued ' by the: Goverument—another unfortunate blunder
. factics; since! he laid himeelf open o~ the' charge advanced
agminet the ‘A'i Brothers, of trying' to eave himsell. 'Agaifi, as

-3

witl the Ali Brotliers; to himself of ﬁia'mzﬁlﬁon Candtsi’
swung cagilvoto| the leftr afM rsanctioned igdividual civil disol
bédienve, which' broug the wrdth-of the authorities upéni his |

head and resultediin his incrarceration; The momentt was oppertune.
and had long-een Wwaited:for by :the Goverament, which had given"
the Mahatma a very long rope in' the hope-that he would end by
hanging himmelf. To have arrested him two months egrlier would:
have been to risk an open revolution; coming when it did, the
country chaled and there were minor ﬂm‘hlh every w‘m‘,blﬂ
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beneath its feet before jt gathered into jail the last Indian leader
of -national te, who ranks und y first in actual influence
and popularity among the masses. In spite of his “Himalayan
miﬂhz-”, Gandhi can never be accused of cowardice. His worst
faults are bad judgment and lack of political acumen. He failed
to comprehend the social forces with which he was playing, and
until these are understood, the Indian movement will continue,
as in the past, to be a series of false advances and precipitate
retreats before an enemy too atron_{ and astute for Indian poli-
tical babes-in-the-woods to cope with.

Nevertheless, the arrest of Gandhi marks a temporary set-
back to the progress of the revolution in India. However badly,
inion

he has steered the unwieldy mass of Indian energy and
into one broad channel of ceaseless agitation :fmnq the
existing system during the last two years. If his leadership was
confused, it was because the movement itself was a chaos which
bred confusion; though he has made blunders of first
magnitude, he at the same time ﬁroped a way for the people out
of the blind..alley of political stagnation and government
repression into the roarinfg tide of a national upheaval. The
Indian movement is ready for/a new leader because it is becoming
every day more clarified, its inherent contradictions are becoming
palsnble even to its component parts, but this very clarification
spells disintegration, unless some new leaders are hurled into
he more conservative right wing of moderaie
Indian opinion is growing tired of the political handsprings of
Gandhi and his followers. The extreme left wing, whose body
consists of Indian labor, has seen its forces uselessly spent in a
hopeless political contest with the bureaucracy for a Swaraj con-
stantly postponed. In ever¥ affray with the armed forces of the
Government, it has come off worsted; its best elements lie in jail.
It too, grows tired of political rope-dancing, and will break away,
unless some tangible economic program 1Is advanced by the
Congress leaders to rally labor in earnest to their cause. Like
the Chartist Movement in Enfland. which its Indian prototype
in many ways resembles, what began as a great mass-movement
towards political, social and economic revolution may end as
a mediocre struggle of the disheartened workers to win, within
the bonds of legalized trade-unionism, the right to a full meal
a day and an old-age pension when Capitalism shall throw them
on the scrapheap.

May there soon arise from the ranks of Indian labor, or
from the intellectual proletariat at war with foreign rule, a class-
conscious Ciandhi who will crystallize the itical confusion
that reigns in the Indian movement by formu ating a clear and
definite program based upon the needs and aspirations of the
overwhelming majority of the Indian people; b boldly raising
the standard of the working-class, and by declaring that only
through the energy and lives oi thc Indian pro etariat and
peasantry, can Swasaj ever be attained.

THE LABOR MOVEMENT
‘Tele¢ram

To the Metal Workers' Unions of Wiirttemberg (Stuttgart),
Bavaria (Munich, Augsburg), Baden (Mannheim).
Moscow, Apnl 22nd 1622

** The Central Committee of the All-Russian Metal
Workers' Umion addresses its heartiest greetings to the metal
workers' unions of Southern Germany who have entered a deci-
sive struggle against the capitalists. The Central Committee
hopes that the united front of all workers, based upon unity of
revolutionary class consciousness, will lead our German com-
rades to victory over aggressive capital.

The Central Committee is watching with close attemtion
the developinent of the struggle and is more and more convinced
that only a fight on a broad basis, on a national as well as on

the breach.

.an international scale, will compel the capitalists to limit the -

exploitation of the proletariat for the time which the bourgeois
system is sull to exist. .
In order to render assfstance to our German comrades as
far as our jorces permit, the Central Committee -of the AdlRus-
., sian Metal Waoykers’ Unian insipucied ajl its local orgauigiifions
to tndertake collectiogs Yo the Egrman and the English metal
iparkers. <5 Ey yuL Y Ot D o0 0
The metal workery' Donetz Basin, which
took place some days ago, deuzx 'g'md its greetings to the
militant Clerman metal workers and to undertake collections for
their support.
Long live the international solidarity of the proletariat!
The Executive of the Central Committee of the
All-Russiag Metal Workers’ Union.

Y
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The Fifth All-Russian Congress of
the Metal Workers'. Union:

by N. Jansen (Moscow).

** From the 3rd to the 8th of March of this year the 5
All-Russian Congress of the Metal Workers’ Union took place
in Moscow. In view of the important part which the mewal
dustry plays in the economie life of our country and that of i1
whole world, it seems desipable to acquaint our foreign comru.fes
with the proceedings of the Congress.

There were present at the Congress 318 delegates irm
61 district areas representing 534,628 members. delegares
belonged to the following parties: Communists, 282; Non-Par:,
35; Mensheviks, 1. .
The report on the*activities of the Central Committee .y
pied the limelight in the deliberations of the Congress. |he
newly introduced economic policy required thorough alterations
in the tactics of the union; in what directions.these alteratons
should take place could only be decided after practical e
perience. Up to the present jhis work had only been partly ‘ar
ried out and new methods of activity were being put to a pracical
test. The method of collective provision for labor introduced i
regard to wages resulted in a considerable reduction of the !
of working days lost, while at the same time the position of the
workers aglso improved. In regard to trust formation yres
work had been accomplished, at present there are 27 1"
organized embracing 155 factories.

The speech following the report evoked lively discussiu
At the conclusion of the same a resolution was a F which
approved of the work of the Central Committee and in particilur
emphasized that considerable improvement was to be seen in his
work. This especially showed ifself in the improved connections
with the local branches as well as in the preparatory work which
the Central Committee had done in order to realize in proper ind
practical form the new activities of the union. AP

Further the Congress received reports of the Econ
Organization of the Soviet Government, namely: the Head ( om
mittee for the Metal Industry, the Council for War Industry and
the Head Committee for the Electrical Industry. The resolutions
adopted with regard to these reports emphasized that the mos
important branches of these industries must remain under fhe
control and direction of the State. The Congress also pointed
out the necessity for drawing up and working out a plan for the
adaptation of a part of the metal industry for the purpose of
increasing, where possible, the production of necessary articles
for the general population, ancr in particular for the peiv.n
masses.

With regard to the new tasks of the union, the theses
submitted by the chairman Comrade Lepse were adopted un
animously; the fundamental ideas of which are the follow
ing: The union seeks to bring its activity into perfect har
mony with the activity of the proletarian State. In view of
the setting up of undertakings by concessionaires and prv
Yate capitalists the union transfers its chief aetivity from

“*brganizing production to the organizing of the proletari.t i
er to protect the interests of the workers againsi the
“hostile efforts of the capitalists. In the nationalized u: ler
taking the union has always endeavored to remove the daoger
of strikes In the concessionaire and private capitalist uider
takiggs, however, it would, after every other possibilit: for
settlement of conflict had been exhausted have reggur-c
the last weapon —the strike. In the most extreme 'ca- ‘
strike could take place in the State industries, as a mea: !
defence against unjust and unpardonable conduct or ¢
part of an individual manager, but in this event it ,«wn\fﬁ
not bear the stamp of the class struggle. As the oves«het
ming majority of undertakings in the metal industr. &
mained under the control of the proletarian State, it wis ¢
present duty of the Union to protect the metal industry 1t
every way, hence the necessity for working hand in hand
with the economic bodies of the State which managed 'hest
industries. The transformation in the functions of the 1mo
rendered it necessary to revise the constitution of the oran-
zation. The final end remains the same: to jdate the unmos
as, mych possible and to keep in closest  the v hole
apparatus of the union. , The power of g class

depends upan the spontaneous activily of and 18

the extent to which each individual membe#® conscipus!: pur-

sued the tasks of the umion, It is therefore, ‘among  thef
absolutely necessary to undertake a new registratio®

things,
of tﬁe whole membership wherez the principle of voluntary
ined.

membership has to be mainta
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Besides the queations of organization a ixi
scales of wages ch are dealt wﬁh in their s';?:tlg‘lel, ftl:;nylo:l)f
gress a two m on the Metal Workers' International:
that of the al Secretary of the International Organization
and Propaganda Comntittee of the Revolutionary Metal Workers’
Internagiongl in Luzerne. In the resolutions on these questions
which were carried unanimously the Congress called attention to

the unportant results which had been achieved in the develop- -

ment of revolutionary class consciousness am
metal workers in Europe, and in their solidnriot;'ui:: tthh: f'i‘:h‘t‘fg:
the overthrow of capitalism. The 5th Congress later protested
ﬁmm lhl'mefu conduct of the leaders of the Internationai
Metal Workers’ Federation in regard to the question of the ad-
mnance of the All-Russian Union to the International Metal
Workers’ Congress. The Congress expressed its convi-tion that
the policy of isolating the revolutionary proletariat of Suviet
Russia from the working masses of Furope which is being pur-
sued by the reformist leadérs renders the setting up of the prole-
1anan united front in the struggle against the international capital
impossible, In view of this fact the declared that the
International Organization and Propaganda Committee will and
shall carry on and extend its activity. Finally the Congress ex-
pressed its hope that the delegation of the &ussim Soviet Re-
puhlll(;“ ruiv.itlinh_l've d:;le mosft active support of the international
role s ense i i ki
p«mlutlionlry ~Anisg of the interests of the wovking masses of
n accordance with the motion brought in by, the
st section of the Congress there were elecgled to thye'newcfgl-‘n“lr::!
(ommittee 23 Communists, and 2 non-party workers, one of these
being an engineer. The list was accepted unanimously with the
exception of three abstentions. The whole of the previous Can-
iral Committee was re-elected with the exception of one comrade
who voluntarily resigned. The result of the election is warthy
of notice as achieving a perfectly united front with al] revolu-
nonary non-party comrades and as an expression of that feelin
01 closest solidarity which characterizes the Communist meta
workers as typically disciplined Communists. One must admit the
i.au that during the discussion in the meeting of the Communist
caucus on the well-known declaration of the 22 members of the
Communist Party of Russia to the Executive of the Communist
International a hve'lle debate took place. But the will of the
mz: jority is law for Russian Communists and it is with these
;eha“t‘;lox:: ul.to.our party that we create that revolutionary power
. uanbhl: tcommerush. enemies in the bourgeois states of Europe
gress received a great stimulus from ¢
?ris;:(r)::lr:ndetol‘mmevery which u:ltmth(eSeeume“l time was a trehem;:m'sl
spoudence” Vol. 2, No. 23, March 24, 1?)22). FERSL RS S
The general impression to be gathered from the ress
is that the Russiap Metal Workers’ Union is marchi g
xaageﬂu:l:ui‘:d th:eelfl-‘cccnfideutly forwards on the revolufionary
Wl aleg fooaits ou“rn;hen the metal workers of the West

N. B. Those Trade Unions who wish to become
'fﬂlf’fr'?‘:ﬂ wﬂhmtilw_wo:l': of the Congress can obtain mf:t::r’m
ommmee.od’auz {J ::l;on. Russian language) fram the Central

The Ausirian Social Deinocrals
Sabotag¢ing the United Front.
by V. Stern (Vienna). -

We call the atiention of all editors te the

:olm 'Artiu;le becafuae the f\l/.uemm International is
in art of camouflaging its t i

towards the united front abro.ﬁ.mg s (rue attifude

ruliugon of an international united front the .Vienna

for action, the joint drawin, ims i
, the ng up of aims in order to i
gny loss of time upon jom( actions for the attainmen ,entetro\;ntlwumt
thome - ;lema As loug as it was merely a question of promises
howevelr uthe of the gentlemen left nothing fo be desired. When
ity s;:romnses are to be put into practice, Adler and Bauer
Baver Cn R, t a retreat. This was already apparent at the
Support :)(1)1 re:lme, when the Vienna International lent its moral
epart & ,.and justified the counter-revolutionary conditions of
- ar(%nntgemgnd S:::):fedlnitneranl(_)m:. The gentlemen from Vienna
il \ Derlin to avoid a complete failure of
ot ference and to bring about joint if modest international
) en, however, it became a question of realizi .
acmns;v(?ﬁe_ picture changed. ‘Althgu h the Vier:n:zm or'kheer?’
w"as ‘(;I beecnded to arrange a joint manifestation in Vienna which
ma oty d:crl:g;za:g l')'ym:i mtnt'hcomm_mee, the Social Democratic
de es e unity; i i i
un te’r a joint appeal and refused to ct(y)unt'ex:‘aexfll::eg l?k:;sn:ft unrlel
Ear lel:'d The al Democrats in the organizatm committee
evealed the true reasons for this attitude, declaring that under
:x;ycnrcumstmoes would they tolerate Communist s king to
hglr workers. However, they were so ashamed to emonstrate
this characteristic cowardice that they declared it would be im-
ﬁ?smhle t(;;reak to s‘t’lch enormous masses “ without endangering
regecp:opo parade ”. They gave no reason whatsoever for the
th" ion of a ijoint proclamation. No less characteristic was
‘helr lamtude towards the Communist nroposals to supplement
e s ogans of the Berlin Conference in consideration of the
‘[j)arucu r Austrian conditions. Our comrades had proposed
emonTtulmg for the fulfilment of the demands of the Austrian
:::ie;t‘\'p oyt:i f\lhlch had been recognised as justified by the trade-
- h: ::lﬂ“'urttelx Iemnm?tel fqrdthe suppoort of the workers
( 3 ‘ cal industries (who are
wo:kli::llgterc l:tsr;xgglse :'g:;lmst t?e er;)hploycrs' offen(aive) bz tlf:i;tgiig
: . ell as for the joint struggle of th ti
Austrian working class against the reducliongtﬁ wa “againg!
é es, agai
:)l;etpnce policy of the government and against the gndln gerirrl:gt
enant protection the Christian Socialists. These slogans
were rejected, although Friedrich Adler who spoke on this point
was not able to find a single excuse for such rejection.

The Communists had further suggested i

:Loae slogans which in Berlin had bagnzdrogpedthe g‘rl?;hbemcaat:.gg g;
agai;e:tmt;:ce”l‘?ia'g:sschov lntg;nl-:ational, that is, demonstrating
d ersailles and St. Germain, si i
é:im l:h;re is no Party belonging to the Second lnter:al:icgnal?
e ch Adler rejected that on the remarkable ground that it is
et :ceasarynlo emonstrate for that because it is understood
g lfeac{i:t. ’afhamls:t these treaties of peace. He claimed that
el "u&g&o e French Communists to demonstrate against

In spite of this unbelievable emasculation of the joi

3 ) o1
g::nt?nstntll(ou which even caused surprise among the Social Dz-m?:
(s l;:m}vor_ ers, the Comm. unists complied with the decisions of
2 jority. Not so with the Social Democrats. Disregarding
e decisions of the Vienna Workers’ Council in which they have
a nuljorlt{y, the Social Democratic Central Commitfee published a
proclamation t’l’ne very next day in which the expression ‘“joint
demonstration ” was carefully avoided and the statement was
made _thlt.the demonstrations on the 20th of April were being
orgu;lzed in the great industrial centres by the Social Democrats
- docal organizations in other cities were either to organize
o e:nomtntnoua on the 20th of April and the Ist o May
T:m.e ves or to have them organized the Workers’ Councils.
Vi;nConunun. ists swallowed this as well and saw to it that in the
o demonstration (which in reality was organized by a
i committee) ifs joint and fighting character should be ex-

pressed outwardly in so far as it lay within their power.

After the joint demonstration in Vienna on the 20th of

April, the Austrian Democrats beli
X eved that
sufficiently demonstrated their affection for the united ft:‘gt :‘:g

began an open sabota

tions ;le :fut‘he wlugho"u t’:m oftrh:::: a::hce
:I::diqint demonsirations was effered.in by the Eg "%"ufg
nof Agr “fobou e R e i
they.mm y terrorized in the rgpliicog
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various cities declared that even in joint demonstrations no Com-
munists were to speak. They were brazen enough to do this
without even declaring, as had been done in Vienna, that for
technical reasons no speeches could be allowed ”. In a city where
the factory councils had decided to hold a joint demonstration
and to have speakers from both parties, the Social Democratic
leader simply broke off the proposed demonstration.

The Vienna Central Committee then went even further and
declared that in Austria the united front was already realized
because the Communists were only insignificant splitters, and the
Social Democratic Party was prot from a split. Further-
more, the Workers’ Councils enabled them to make this united
front even more effective in case of an attack of reaction or a
capitalist offensive. In addition the Communists were only
interested in the entire question of the unted front in so far as
it gave them the opportunity of having their speakers appeal to
the Social Democratic masses. Therefore it was advisable to
organize the May First demonstration in the provinces as In
previous years. In Vienna Neustadt, the most rtant in-
dustrial city, the Social Democratic chairman illuminated this
conception of the united front by declaring that he would be the
first to strike a Communist who dared to speak in the demon-
stration. “ He would have nothing to do with such scoundrels
and dirty éews as the Communist leaders ”. In Neunkirchen the
Workers' Council, in which the Social Democrats have the majo-
rity, decided to hold a joint demonstration and to let one Social
Democrat and one Communist speak. Therepon the Social Demo-
crats galled a functionaries’ meeting and resolved that only a
Social Democrat should speak.

Thus work the Austrian Sotial Democrats for the establish-
ment of the united front, even where it is only a question of de-
monstrating dor this united front and for other joint aims. It
can thus be imagined how the Social Democratic leaders will
act when it comes to the realization of this united froat, to fight
for these aims, although here in Austria in view of the exploita-
tion policy of the government and of the capitalists such a joint
struggle is in the highest degree necessary.

After these experiences we begin to comprehend the action
of the Vienna Social Democratic leaders during the negotiations
of the three Executives which may have appeared to many as
somewhat of a riddle. They were moved by two circumstances to
demonstrate their alleged fove for the united front so hypocriti-
cally in Berlin. They aimed, above all, to deceive the }:nu i
Austrian workers as to their treason in Austria itself and their
avoidance of all struggle by att ing to appear as those who
desire to establish the international battlefront for the establish-
ment of which the Austrian workers are to wait witheut mean-
while beginning to fight themselves. At the same time they had
to take into account the strongly devel sense of international
solidarity of the Austrian working class against which it is
difficult to keep the Austrian workers from a real International
by means of the fraznmlag Two-and-a-Half International.
Tyhey only desired to create a blinding dazzle which was to work
not only upon the Austrian workers but upon the workers of the
whole worﬁ:l They believe they have attained this and therefore
attack all that does not a r to them as absolutely necessar
for this purpose. They will, however, deceive themselves wi
this playing with two cards. They are already showing their
true colors to the Austrian working class and to the entire lnter-
national. And they will not be able to resist the powerful pres-
sure from below and the historical necessity for the establishment
of a real, united battle-front.

Trade Union

Problems in Czecho-Slovakia
by A. K. (Prague).

** The main task of the Communists in the trade-unions
is to win adherents among the masses of workmen anized
in these unions for the revolutionary st le having for its goal
the dictatorship of the proletariaf. ?his task is at the present time
practically identical with the task of representing with unswerving
energy the interests of the working class.

Taken concretely, this task assumes a threefold form.
In the first place it is wmportant to create a derance of
the influence of revolutionary elements over the reformist bureau-
cracy in the trade-unions; secondly, the trade-unions are to be
internationally united; and thirdly, the obsolete form of the
craft-union as such is to be abandoned, where it still exists,
in favor of the sole form adapted to the purpose in view, that
is, the form of industrial and shop organizations.

In the building trades and clothing industry the organiza-
tions suffer especially from being split up into smaller Lodiu.

How great a hindrance this i {o_revolutionary development may
be briefly demonstrated by the question of international uni,
We agitate for the international unity of workmen employed i,
the building trades; we call upon the German members of 1
trade to enter the Prague central union, which is under C(.n
munist leadership. We are however encountered by ‘the diff,
culty that, whilst the separatist German Building Trades Uniog
comprises masons, joiners, painters, etc., the Prague ceniral
union is a masons’ umion, and various Czech unions of joiners,
painters, etc., exist outside of it. Or if we attempt to un.e
the QGerman shoemakers with the Czecho-Slovakian, we find
that the Germans are already organized in a small and powe:

less union of the clothing industry. In these cases internationa
unity ‘will signify retrograde organization for the Germun
workman. evertheless, even here our efforts are directed

towards international unity, for the national schism is decidediv
a much greater obstacle to revolutionary development than e
lack of progress of the Czecho-Slovakian or%t:luﬁon. At the
same time we shall endeavor to overcome the petty obstacies
blocking the way fo amalgamation in large industrial unions
To all appearances we shall soon have tangible success in ihe
building trades and in the clothing industry.

International amalgamation is one of the leading problems
of the trade-union movement in Czecho-Slovakia. e national
prejudices of a section of the working class are encouraged,
artifically and intentionally, by the reformists. Whilst the
German reformist furthers and nurses the aversion felt by 1he
German workmen to the Czecho-Slovakian state, an aversim
based on national sentimeft, and thus lulls to sleep the socil
conscience of the masses, the Czecho-Slovakian reformist on ‘he
other hand misuses the hatred of the Czech working
againgt Old Austria in order to play the Czech wprlunm Wi
the hands of the bourgeoisie and their state. The internatioual
amalgamation of the frade-unions would be a heavy blow
the reformists of both nations. For it would and must signi
abandonment of the policy of the right of self-determinaiion
on the one hand and of state maintenance on the other, and n
place of this, the joint class struggle.

It goes without sa ini that the international alliance of
all unions is the goal of unists. But where the ceniral
unions are in the hands of the Social Democrats, this alliance
cannot become actuality. The Czecho-Slovakian and German
Socialists of the Right have recently been making agreemeuis
among themselves not to accept members from each other’s unious
Mutual fear of the Communists, and of the coming alliance amony
the trade-unions, have already brought the ﬁt in Prague
to a point at which they throw overboard principle of: one
country—one union ”, and adopt in ifs place as sole motto: = “a
Communists among the leaders!” ere the leadership of
the central unions is in the hands of the Communists, g od
progress is however being made in the Qerman membership of
the central unions, and m.e({}xently iood progress towards
unity. This is the case in the Union of Agricultural Laborers
and in the unjons of the chemical, building, and wood workers
trades.

As long as the leadership of the great majority of trile
unions and of their central authorities is in the hands of ihe
Socialists of the Right, it is not possible for a union headed ™

Cld sy

Communists to di from the others except in peint of ihe
education it gives its members; in point the attainmen: of
greater success in its struggles it cannot differ. The great

problem of to-day is the newur& transition from the smal
conflicts, limited to one trade, to fhe great revolutionary mass
actions. An individual Communist union can do more !han
exerise influence towards realization of this transition, it cann’

except under rare and extraordinary circumstan ectuale
the transition. Here the Social Democrats espy a welcome
opportunity of saying to the unenlightened workmen, “ See. the

Communists are doing just the same as we are”. But "¢
Communists would certainly be doing something very differen’ !
they had the control of the trade-unions the Socal

Democrats to-day. However, it may at least be safely maintained
that the members of the Communist unipns have a much firmer
faith in their leaders than is the case in the unions of the R
Socialists, and that an opposition m is practically noo
existent in the Communist unions, whilst the umions of 'x

Right Socialists encounter a constantly increasing. oppositiot
The attityde adopled by the Union of Agricultira
Laborers, the sole union under Communist le which
dominates a vital branch of industry, is already creating 2
among 'hle‘ bwmuet& mlikg e‘tl?e Cuﬂo’sgnhn 8
ising alarms t a )
el e Barian

this union, which differs from the
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Democratic. unjons: of agricultural laborers in
consent o ihe imposition of new slavery hwon,(‘:).r‘n'ng:z
cultural labor.

In accordance with the international decisions of t

the Communists in Czecho-Slovakia have not made it thheeil:‘::lyr;
to create:their own Communist unions, but have directed their
cfforts to the conquest of the trade-unions. This signifies, essenti-
ally, the eduomon of the working classes by means of constant
and energetic enlightement based on every petty every-day events,
and untiring rilla war with greater and lesser trade-union
bureaucrats. 8t the Czecho-Slovakian organisations took
their $tand on “ political neutrality ”, the Germans adopted from
the commencement an attitude of open enmity to the Communists,
although the December strike which broke out against the autho-
nty of the trade-unions found at least as many adherents in the
ranks of the Czecho-Slovakian unions as in the German. In the
lextile Workers’ Union, a German union, the expulsion of the
Communists led fo a split. A split had naturally never been
intended. But when the leaders of the unions began applying
pressure on local officials and functionaries. with a view to
obtainin mjormahon against the Communists, if we had then
prese, silence, we should have defeated our owp aims: we
vhould have lost the confidence of tme workers. We had no
alternative but to permit the expulsion of functionaries who
refused to give explanations under pressure. It was equally
impossible to call upon the workers to desert their lled
representatives. The workers followed the expelled, and the
result was the union of expelled textile workers, now numbering
13,000 members. This union carries out the daily trade union
duties for its members, and continues at the same time a cease-
k'-ss uixmon i :orﬁlthe r?kgrmin::doe :f all excluded members of
the extile wo 8, the amal

national textile workers’ unions in onme. grmation of O two

Expulsions on a large scale have not occurred in a :
trade union. The Textile Workers’ Union has bought exm’ec;
for all, and would doubtless be only too glad if the whole
occurrence could be undone, but fears to lose prestige in acceding
10 the demands of the excluded. Only the pressure of the working
masses will force concession. A small oppositional group in
the llj&on of Czecho-Slovakian Communal \Jorkers has also %een
expe T i
o Diiening l“.hu we:p;!.l;d;ng oup has also held together, and is

It may fhus be seen that the condifions obtaining in the
trade-union movement in Czecho Slovakia are by no means simple.
Ihey are extren_nly complicated by the national conditions, by
the still faulty discipline and experience of the Communist Party
by the great differences in development of various parts of the
country, and in a high degree by the rapid changes taking place
i the economic and social situation, ?he defeat of the trade-
unions in the struggle against wage reductions has awakened the
better part of the working class {o reyolutionary enlightenment
and driven another part to utter loss of aithm whole organi-‘
zanon. Affer such a defeat, it is the duty of the ists to
step into thé breach with the tenets of revolution, and with the
utmost endeavor to maintain the trade-union organization. The

miners’ struggle has greatly increased our influence.

When we have succeeded in establishing and strengtheni
discipline and patient work in our own ranksg, when we co}:l?l;nl:g
unl‘n;lgilg to make clear to the working class the necessity and
mevitability of the revolutionary strqggﬁe, when we have shown
'['}urselves not only capable of protecting the daily interests of
he workers, but also of taking the lead in this revolutionary
‘”jllggl& then no obstacles can prevent the attainment of our
g'; al: the formation of an internakonal revolutionary front among
o ‘!rade-uniops of Czecho-Slovakia. The successes which we
t‘:‘f ﬂlmtd{ obtained, despite many faults and errors, are the

o' guarantee for the realization of this aim.

Comrade”Sapronoff on the Present
Situation of the Russian Trade Union

.. - Movement. ,

At Genoa the correspondent of the Italias. Commiun
o;zq':«mww“m.cu&' ?“P‘Hm !nﬁrvi-i:t;
- “the onwcm' s ol
munigt Pa; Al-Russian Trade
s Mﬁ%&n working class.

In answer to the questions of Comrade Peluso, Comrade

Sapronoff gave a short s of the presen
trnde-uniouz movement. He lared: - t state of the Russian

membe:ou{ trlde-unimlu have at present more than 6 million
mbers. In many unions, as for instance Typogra
Union and the Chemical Workers’ Union, muﬁmmﬁ- ':lﬂaf:!
tained their dominating influence until 1921. At present, however,
the Communists have everywhere gained control and we are now
endenvom_nﬁnto bring our influence to bear upon the non-party
workers. The Social Revolutionaries are at prescnt excluded from
the leadership of the trade-unions and no longer exercise any
influence upon the workers. The same may be said of the
Anarchists who were never very strong in Russia. The Social
_Revolutnonanes, however, were formerly very strong, especially
in the country. Thus they succeeded in huilding up a solid
organization in Siberia. But the latest developments in economic
oci?'l 'I‘t"eolcat‘uud the “I‘I“t:“ to leave them. The power of the
( evolutionaries which was considerable i

disappeared nearly entirely. i LR Sr

“ The trade-unions in- Russia are not under the
the Soviet Government. But as far as Russian Commtfg‘i]s‘trsmag:
at the lead of the trade-umions they are influenced by the Com-
munist Party. At present no worker is compelled to join the
trade-unions. Formerly, it was compulsory for every worker to
pay dues to the trade-unions but this presciption was abolished
some time ago. This has by no means caused a decrease of
membership. On the contrary, thanks to the strenuous activities
of our comrades, who are endeavoring to win over all non-party
workers and adherents of other parties, our membership is
:g:na:el:'g.c It is rlllqthimpossible. however, that on account of
- risis which is at present prevailing i i
numgcr of members will decregsc w PR I8 Ay (he

“In all other countries”, said Comrade Sapronoff, “it is
the present duty of the Communists to remain within the labor
organizations, to start extensive activities there, so as to make
the trade-unions the nuclei of the future society. It is true that
in Russia conditions are some what different and our trade-unions
are at present intending to get rid of various bad elements by~
means of a new registration of the membership.”

_ In answer to Comrade Peluso’s question, “ What is the
opinion of the Russian workers on the Genoa negotiations? ”-
Comrade Sapronoff answered the following:

“ The trade-unions approve these negotiations. Howev
assure the ltalian Communists, and tell thsm that the Ig‘::si:l;l'
Comngurys!s though they are convinced of the necessity of these
negotiations, will never agree to a retreat; we will never
renounce our revolutionary acquisitions. In this moment our
proletarian orianizau’ons fully approve the attitude of the Soviet
Govemmt. verybody knows that the Russian proletariat is
now passing through a very difficult period. The famine has
been cau not only b{ the drought, but it is also a conse-
uence of civil war, the devastations caused the White
luards, the mercea;ries of world capitalism. e will never
forgive the bourgeoisie, which is in reality to blame for this
catastrophe, and the yellow leaders of the Amsterdam Trade
Union International who have betrayed the world proletariat.

“ Despite famine and exhaustion, despite all ifi
and losses of the Russian working class, [l)he Rus's}il:nsa;;:'fl:g:
and peasants declare—and | can the, more energetically affirm
it, as I personally attended many shop and peasants’ meetings
where such decisions were passed rtﬁat they consider Cienoa
a meeting place for the ue'goliations with the capitalists but
pr?]l “w:lll fgo;trfmtl;‘xciﬂiondo any acquisition of the Revolution.

ght to the last drop of their blood i
of the conquests of the Revt;)l‘:ltion. Al S

The Labor Movement jin Luxemburg.

by George Schumann.
O Action in 1921
organizations in Luxep utf': have heenmcotluun
Those March' were carried on against limitation of
work and diss of workers. These struggles were. led by
tmzudpn{au punions. The bourgeoisie took to measures of force.
the Luxemburg military did not seem reliable and as it
ot ulfﬁcmﬁyl; in number, the French milifary came

the proletarian
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inevitable because the fight was carried on with the trade
union weapon only.

The trade-unions had had their boom under the slogan
of “ political neutrality ”. And since in those March days the
litically neutral trade-union movement did not suffice to defeat
m political force of the ruling-class, great disappointment was
felt in the trade-unions. Moreover, a arkr:gn d:fnmat the
Communists was carried on even after the r eat by the
bureaucracy of the trade-unions under the watchword of
“ political neutrality ”.

As a number of comrades, whose names were well-known
among the Luxemburg workers, were among those expelled by
the trade-union bureaucracy, the revolutionary section of the
workers of the workers left the trade-unions with them.

The trade-union movement in Luxcmburgl, just as the
political movement, is still very young. Only small organizations,
such as the Typographical Union, are more than 10 years old.
Under the pressure of the war, in 1916, the greatest Luxemburg
trade-union was founded. The Union of Metal and Mineworkers
in March 1921 had about 18,000 members. The trade-union
organizations had in March a total member: :guof 25,000. The
e ﬁroletnrian " the trade-union paper distributed among the
members, had in March a circulation of 27,000. Today
the trade-union organizations resemble a heap of ruins. The
“ Proletarian ” is restricted to an issue of 6,000. The Esch
industrial trade-union group, that in July still had 5,000 members,
now has only 400 left.

Certainly, this decay has also been brought about by the
victimizing of the Italian, German and French workmen, who
had to emigrate. Nevertheless, there are thousands of Luxemburg
workmen, employed in the mineral-works and mines, who are
still outside any organization. Comrade Bukawak, leader of
the mine-workers and vice-chairman of the Metal and Mine
workers’ Union, who in May 1921 joined C.P.L. has been
expelled from the trade-union together with Comrade Lippert.
The president of the industrial group (Esch), Comrade Schiltz
was as a Communist dismi from his post and exdgded,
from the trade-unions for not standing by ‘‘ political neutrality ”.
The trade-union bureaucracy gave the members of the Esch
local group no .0 ity of forming and making their
opinion count, and these members therefore preferred to turn
their backs on this organization. What the conception of the
bureaucracy as to political neutrality is, is made clear by the
fact that the secretary of the Luxemburg trade-unions is the
Socialist deputy Peter Krier. To be Ezlitieally neutral thus
means to long to no other party but the Social Demo-
cratic Party.

Our comrades are working for the trade-unions in spite
of this. Even the expelled comrades try to induce the workers
to enter the trade-unions. in their workshop meetings. And
some of the trade-union leaders, having seen by now that the
tactics of expelling all the Communists has led their organiza-
tions' ruin, are now trying, aided by our comrades, to restore
the trade-union movement.

An equally catastrophic collapse has been experienced by
the Social Democratic Party of Luxemburg. Whilst it still had
35.000 members i March of last year, the official report of the
Party-Conference of the S.P.L. held on the 24th January 1922,
in Esch, gives the total membership as 950. The reason for
this decline seems to be the altogether undecided conduct of
the S.P.L. It is afraid of the discipline of the Third Interna-
tional. At the same time it objects to bein% cast into the same
“pot” with the Opportunists of the 2nd International. Thus
it does not belong to .any International, only sympathizing with
the 3>+ International.

It i1s equally undecided with regard to national politics.
The S.P.L. has written against and violently objected in
Parliament to the ‘‘ economic agreement with Belgium” which
agitated all of Lux In the decisive session, however,
it abstained from voting' The organization and the parliamentary
roup of the S.P.L. is falling asunder. One of thiir members,
gchanck editor of the “ Armer Teufel”, a one time Socialistic-
freethinking paper that is mow in its 19th year, is now-a-days
in the same camp with the Clericals. Other -members of the
Parliamentary group in the Chamber no lonmnbtlm, é to the
Party, thoug tiey still speak as Socialists. in_Esch, the
principal centre of the industrial districts, Paul Faure and
Grumbach spoke, apart from the demﬂies, only 10 Esch workers
attended from the whole party of the coumtry. This shows that
the S.P.L. has no influence whatever nor any attractive power
among the Luxemburg population.

—

IN SOVIET RUSSIA
The May Demonsiration in Mgscow.

** The May First demonstration in Moscow Was [u.r,
cipated in by the entire tion. In the Red Square Tro: iy
received the oath of allegiance of 40,000 Red Guards i e

ce of representatives of the Communist International 1

ed Trade Union Ildternational, the Central Committee of 'ne
Communist Party of Russid and of Soviet officials. The Red
Army swore to defend Soviet Russia and the World Revoli: o
with the last drops of their blood

It required six hours for the parade of the Moscow pr i
tariat to pass the reviewing stand. Thousands of flags ung
banners were carried in the parade in which 500,000 people 'k
part, Most of the slogans referred to the united fromt of e
world proletariat against the world bourgeoisie.

Twenty airplanes flew over Red Square during the de
monstration.” All Moscow was decorated with red flags. ihe
swearing of the oath of allegiance concluded with salvoc. o
artillery. The impression of this tremendous demonstration ||
be unforgettable for all the participants. O'Grady, who - 4

t in Moscow as representative of the Amsterdam |- .de
Union International and took part in the demonstration, dec!l. e
it to have been the largest demonstration he had experici
in his life.

'IN THE INTERNATIONAL

Declaration of the Delegation of the
Executive Commitiee
of the Communist International.

** At the commencement of the deliberations with rejre
sentatives of the Excutive Committees of the Second Internat ua
and the International Workinﬁ Union of Socialist Pgrtu« e
delegation of the Communist International thinks it incuniven
upon itself to make the following declaration:—

It is the first time since the last session of the | '«
national Socialist Bureau in July 1914 in Brussels which wi:
followed by the world war and the collapse of the Sc.ud
International, that representatives of all sections of the l:ier
national Labour Movement which was omce a homoge:cous
international unit sit down for joint conference. This cinno
be allowed to pass unnoticed without our placing on recrd
before the international proletariat the fact to which the prosen
disunity of the working class in due, viz. that various siriu
of the working class entered into a temporarv communit. of
interests with the imperialist states, a fact which has fxen
expressed in the anti-revolutionary position of many partie- 1nd
organisations of the working class.

Until labour bands together for common stru~~le 1o i
interests against international capital, until labour breaks wih
the policy of coalition with capital, until labour arisc-
fight for political power, there will alwa{s be disunity w o
its ranks, which is one of the principal sources of caj s ®
strength. No lamentations can alter this fact. And beuius
the working class has not yet summoned sufficient energ '/
this struggle, because it has not yet learned in this str :2%
that capitalism can only be overcome when the oreat-wm '
of the proletariat seizes power in revolutiona battle nd
establishes the dictatorship of the working e, we do ot
that the organmic unity of the present international or.ii
sations of the proletariat, differing as to orientation in prin Pl
is entirely utopian and injurious. But- this opinion dee- 1%
prevent us from realising that the whole world gnl...mt,)‘llé
urgently demands that the working class, in spite of u! YA:
profound differences cleaving it, must unite for a defer v
struggle against the offensive of world capital

b, o et
" After the end of the war, as fhe armed and ar sed
working masses returned home, in order o learp tha ”‘;
Democracy and the welfare of the peoples jor aghich the: '
allegedly shed their blood were st~ L
designed to conceal and veil the fact tﬂlm““bk
struggle for the profit interests of C.&':t‘l’ it was then PO
to overwhelm the capitalist world. the indecision o' !

oy
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masses of the workin cluaa t:ln:ddg:cutic ;llluaiﬁns f;hkh
were spread among an * methodica b
the reformist parties, and the open and concealed co{lition o’;
the latter with the roegisie vented the majority of the
working class from follow the glorious example of the
Russian Revolution. Instead of that they helped world
capital to repel the first attack of the proletariat. The workin
masses of the whole world can now feel the effects of this
policy on their own bodies. The international bourceoisie is
mcapable of setting the world in order even upon the basis of
the capitalist system, is incapable of assuring the proletariat
even pre-war standard of living. The capitalist world,
shaken to its deepest foundations, has none the less sufficient
strength left in order to attempt to saddle the proletariat with
the costs of war.

The world bou(:;geoisie has not yet given hope of ob-
raming a large part of the costs of the war increasing the
exploitation the German proletariat by means of reparation
burdens, and of the emtire Russian people by means of the
peaceful penetration of Soviet Russia, which they were not able
10 overthrow by military force, by means of exploitation of
the newly created states which are being employed as tools
of the militarist and imperialist policy of the great powers;
by means of the increased exploitation and suppression of the
colonial and semi-colonial peoples (China, Persia and Turkey).
But even the circles of the international bourgeoisie who have
not realized that it is of no avail to attempt to extort hundreds
ofynilliens from the exhausted masses of the defeated countries
and Soviet Russia and the colonies—even they understand that
even if they would be able to do this -this tremendous pillage
would not be sufficient to obtain the funds necessary for capitalist
reconstruction. Therefore the bourgeoisie is taking up an offen-
sive against the working class all over the world. Therefore
it is attempting to lengthen the working hours of labour in
spite of unemrgryment Therefore it is attempting to cut down
wages. The international working class is to cover all the
costs of the war, and more than that, fyrnish the means for
strengthening the capitalist world system.

This situation plaees the international working class
before. momentous decisions. It will either now unite for the
lefensive struggle against all the attacks of international capital,
i willy either proceed unitedly against the attempts at the
economic pillage of the defeated countries, of Soviet Russia and
the colonies, as well as against the wave of lockouts, it will
either, arise” for the struggle, for the abolition of the Treaty of
\ersailles, for the recognition of Soviet Russia and its economic
reconstruction, for the control of production in all countries, or
n will pay with its blood and health for the costs of the peace
as it had to pay for the war.

The Comumunist International appeals to the working
masses to unite for the struggle against the present offensive of
varital and fo carry on that 'strug in the most energetic manner
without' contgiderations as to their differences of opinion upon
the way leading to the final victory and the means of assuming
his way, The ist International has therefore pro-
claimed -the. slogan of the united
~vru€g|e against the bourgeoisie and welcomes the proposal of
the Vienna Working Union for the convocation of an international
labor congress. It considers this 'proposed international labor
congress a means for the uniting of the coming labor struggles.

roletarian front for the

In order to make this congress a success, the Communist
I 'ernational moves the invitation of all proletarian trade-union
vrganisations, The trade-unions contain the majority of the
I'roletariat. They comprise this majority without consideration
vt political differences. They represent the working masses
' their daily mneeds and struggles. If the international labor
tongress is to be no empty demonstration but is to unite the inter-
flational action of the proletariat, the trade-unions must parti-
‘ipate in it. The splitting of the leading organisations of the
ltuletariat and even of ifs mass organisations in various countries
Lonstitutes po” t against, but, on the contrary, for the in-
‘'ation of the trade-unions. Just because the trade-unions are
£rouped around two centres, an agreement as to action is
neq . 'We.move the invitation .of t{ﬁ Amsterdam Trade-

'u"i';“‘l. i Al 2ud the Reﬂ" Trade-Ulliort ‘Internafional as
& , dent S calist organizations, .the -American
Iedﬂlﬁﬁ“l % d v;r;ous‘ko&r M unions.
harties apd “pw ' of the ational organisa-
“(mi.’ h ’ of “m of the m
affiliated fg° - : utives. - In this
the most i are the Anarchist and mmm ;
o, R '.'A - ¢ Y i

tions. They are not great in numbers, but they ise certain
sincere revolutionary proletarian elements who must be enrolled
in the general ba . of the working class. Very sharp
differences separate us from these groups. We hold it to be our
duty to attempt to come fo an agreement with them in questions
of action and at the instant where the situation renders it
necessary to come also te:an understanding with the reformiet
parties whose policy, directed against the interests of the working
class, promotes the errors of left elements. We consider
the convocation of the iternational labor conference absolutely
necessary. The Genoa Conference represents an attempt of
world capital to commence a new partition of the world, a new
capitalist world. order, after their Versailles policy has suffered
shipwreck on the hard rocks of facts. The international
working class was irresolute and incompetent of action during
the Versailles Conference. Only Soviet Russia took up arms
against the attempt of Entente capital to enslave the entire world.

oday, after three years of capitalist chaos, of continuing
capilafist decay, Soviet Russia stands unshaken and victorious
It is, however, the obj of powerful, so-called ‘‘ peaceful”
attacks of world capital. first state which was created by
the first wave of the world revolution, must be aided against
the attempt to coerce its social capitulation. The German
proletariat has become the reduger of the wages of the prole-
tariat of the world owing to the complete capitulation of the
German bourgeoisie before the Entente and in spite of the
workers’ resistance. The struggle against the reparatiods policy
of the Allies is a battle for tge livig standard of the working
masses in the Entente countries and America.

If the international proletariat does not exert all its energy
against the Treaty of Versailles, the attempts at the economic
strangulation of Soviet Russia, Tinst' the exploitation of the
colonies and of the population in the newly created small states,
the elimination of unemgioymeﬂ&,md ofﬁ‘lf world-wide economic
crisis is a thing not to be thought of. international working
class must therefore raise its voice “#véit during the Genoa
Conference. 1t must endeavour to compel that conference whose
task is allegedly the recenstruction of world economy, to deal
with the labour question, with unemployment and the eight hour
day. Not as in Versailles, where tatives of various
labour organisations who were not backed up l? struggling
masses, stood hat in hand before the Entente and asked it to
consider the interests of the proletariat, but supported by fight-
ing masses, the international representatives of .the weorkin
class must demand an account from the spokesmen of worlﬁ
capital assembled in Genoa for their promises broken so
shamelessly. -

The delegation of the Communist lfifernational is ready to
do all in its power for the united strugglé of the international
roletariat without concealing for a moment what separates it
rom the reformist and semi-reformist parties. It can do that
all the more easily because it is convinced that each day of
struggle and each experience will hammer into the proletariat
of all countries that no compromise with capital is able to assure
the world peace and the proletariat a decent existence, but that
the victory of the proletariat is the preliminary condition for
that. It must take the establishment and order of the world in
its strong victorjous hands in order to rebuild it, in accordamce
with the iﬁml' of the overwhelming majority of humanity.

IS S

The o iom. of the Communist lnternational, moved by
all these c tions, ﬁroposa that this international confe-
rence only I with such questions as concern the immediate

practical uni \action of the working masses, questions which
do not divide it\but unite.it. The delegation of the Communist
International therefore pfopeses the following order of business
for the international conference. —
I—Defence against the, capifalist oHensive.
2—Struggle against ﬂlcloﬂ’
3—Preparation of the. fight against new imperialist wars.
4—Assistance in the reconstruction of the Russian Soviet
Republic.
. 5—The.Treaty of Versailles and the reconstruction of the
. «\devastated regjons. : ,
“Berlin, April 2nd, 1922 :
LR The Delegation of the Executive of the
_, Communist International.

-
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The Executive Commiitiee on the
Berlin Conference.

** The Executive Commitiee of the Communist Inter-
national has approved of the following motion submitted by the
Presidium:—

“ After examination of the reports and the minutes of the
session of the Delegation and of the minutes of the Berlin Con-
ference, the Executive of the Communist International ratifies. the
Berlin agreements and appoints Comrades Zetkin, Frossard and
Radek as its delegates in the Organizational Committee for the
Convocation of a Proletarian World Congress while it names
Comrades Bukharin and Heckert as its representatives. The
Presidium proposes that the delegation publish its reports in
French and German and send the reports of the sessions of the
delegation to all National Executive Commitees.”

In carrying out its instructions, the representatives of the
Executive Committee addressed the following letter to the
Executive Committees of the Second and the Viemna Inter-
national: — ‘

“ The Executive Commjttee of the Communist International
has accepted the decisions of the Berlin Conference; it has agreed
to the formation of the Commission of Nine and appointed as its
representatives therein Frossard, Zetkin and Ra Instructed
by our Executive, we propose that the Commission of Nine be
called together immediately in order to define its attitude towards
the situation created in (enoa. The bland refusal to discuss
disarmament, the demand of the Allies that all the social gains
of the Russian Revolution be annulled, the treatment meted out by
the Allies to Germany in connection with the Russo-German
agreement—all these events tend to show how the further post-
ponement of the Proletarian World Congress would imperil

roletarian interests, - The demand for disarmament has not only

raised by the Second and Vienna International but also at
numerous trade-union congresses. The Berlin Conference catled
upon the workers to render aid to the Russian Revolution which
is now being threatened in the fullest sense of the word by

capitalist diplomacy,, Io, lose even a week’s time in a situation

such as this, is commuiting a grave crime against the interests
of the international working class. We ask that this formal
request for the immediate convocation of the Commission of Nine
be answered within 48 hours.”

The Consolidation of the Pariy and
fts New Tasks.

Theses of comrade G. Zinoviev delivered at the 11th Congress
of the Russian Communist Party and confirmed by the Central
Committee of the Russian Communist Party.

| -The last few years’ work of the Party have clearly
shown with what difficulties a proletarian party has to contend
after capturing power, especially in a country the mafonty of
whose population is non-proletanan. In the last 4’4 revolutionary
years the party has done a tremendous amowmt of work and
accomplished heroic deeds in the civil war. At the same time
the Party is now faced with enormous diffieulties with which
it was previously unacquainted

2 Since the party became the government party, there
have begun to creep into it strange careerist elements. (An
upavoidable occurrence.) These elements for the greater part,
consist of those expelled in the last All-Russian Party purification.
In order to guard itself against such sneaking elements in the
future, the party will also in future take similar purifying
measures.

3 At the same time, however, Communists must consider
the iolk'wving circumstances. In order to ensure the victory of
the proletariat, and to maintain is dictatorship duri the
bitterest civil war, the advance guard of the proletariat was
obliged to withdraw the right of organization from all political
groups which were antagonistic to the Soviet governmeot. The
Russian Communist Party became the sole legal political party
of the counyry. This was of course a very adv circum-
stance for the working-class and its party. It has one the other
hand produced other results which greatly complicate the work
of the party. Such bodies and groups who under other conditions
would pot hawe belonged to the Communist Party, but to the
Social Democratic Party or some other variety of pﬁ{-bourgeop
Socialism, naturally entered the anly legal politi

party, 1
order to make use of their strength. These elements w!ncﬁ at

—

times hold a sincere belief in Communism remain in actualiy
-bourfeois and bring their petty-bourgeois psychology and
ideo into the party. .

4—As a result of the trying years of the imperialist ang
civil wars the number of worker:“m Russia became considerat|,
reduced. The hard conditions of the last years or 80 have |wg
to a considerable dilution of the proletarian This is onl,
a femporary phenomenon but it has been reroeptible during 1he
last years. Some of the workers have scattered themselves ..,
the countryside; a part have entered the Red Army. Ma,
previous industrial workers can now hardly maintain Ives
and often change their occupation and residence . .. The Ste
apparatus absorbs many thousands of the best workers who
this way are withdrawn from the factories and workshos
As a result of all these factors the structure of the Party has
of recent years become less homogeneous.

5—Although the Russian Communist Party is a proletarian
party it cannot refuse to accept peasanis and clerks. A cons
derable number of hali- ts and half-workers rly enes
the Party through the Red Army. Nor can the P, refuse en
trance to these e ts. 1t must, however, pay close and continual
regard to its social composition and take every means to ensure
thefexecution of a proletarian policy not merely in words tu:
in ficl.

6—The new economic policy brings many new difficuliies
to the Party. The transition from those conditions which exisied
while Communism was conducting a war to the work umder
the new conditions creates a quite new and varied set of rc.s
tionships. A Workers’ Party realized through the Dictatorsh
of the Proletariat cannot permit the organization of for e
inimical to the proletarian revolution. The fact that the Pary
considers the partial restoration of Capitalism as unavoidatle
makes 1{ .ecessary that it should at the same time take the mosi
active part in oontroll'mt the reldtionships ar therefrom
At the ,ame time two things are required from the members
of the Party: to learn to trade, buy and sell advantageously ‘i
/e state, and also not to lose touch with the masses.” On ‘he
one hand the most active portion of the Party membersh
m st devcte itself to the economic and commercial questions
whick at present are unsolved in the capitalist prob&m. . O
the other hand the same most active s must fight mo«
energetically against the capitalistic conditions, show the mas.es
the rea! way to Socia'ism, and undertake the most self-sacrificing
work for its realization

The work of the Party under the conditions of the new
economic policy produces new and complicated results. A jur
of the “Commumstic” peasants with petty-bourgeois psychol g
begin to leave the Party as the Party hampers them in iler
capacity of small producers The petty-bourgeois wave carries
certain other elements, and even vacillating workers along with
it. Thanks to these secessions the Party will undergo a second

urify 'ng process which will complete the which 1he
Bnny itseli inaugurated. Provided the nucleus of ‘the Parn
adopts the right conduct, the new economic policy becomes o
less homogeneous and proletarian, but on the contrary more
homogeneous and proletarian.

7—Agitation and propaganda were the chiel tasks
the proletarian Party before the attainment of power. One .an
almost say that up to .the October Revolution our whole I':
had the same functions as its present Party Agitation Burcau
Because our Party at present conducts the political and econc
life of the whole country every Party organization is obligal
in some form or other to participate epergetically in the wh i
manifold economic, administrative, educational, and politica! e
of the transition period. In consequence there is a systema't
growth of the Party apparatus which serves the Party orgin-
zation. This npmatus gradually grew, became a little burrav
cratic and absor a tremendous quantity of epergy. To reduce
this portion of the Party apparatus considerably is onme of it
most important tasks of our Party, a task which the Cern ral
Committee and the organizations already have in hand.

8—The conditions of the Party organizations in diffe e
parts of our country vary entirely according to the s 1al
structure of the population and so forth. In uﬂm the inner
condition of the Party one must alwnz; bear in-mind tha: e
position of the party orgamisations, for. example,.in Mos *

Petrograd and Ivanovo-Vosnesensle differ considerably from thsc.

for. instance of Siberia where the peasants possess a tremend us
influence even among the Communists, or in the- Border R‘:
publics, etc. It is one of the tasks of the Party to Clkfﬂl‘»"n
the work and to take into comsideration the betw ce
the organizations in which the industrial city workers prero”
derate and the remainder.

o ‘ cases a year. >
e e s
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9—Such a differentiation of the conditions of the work
of the _Pm&em the _various districts of Russia in no wise
contradicts nciple of centralization. Without the strictest
carrying out of a centralizing process it will not be possible
for the Party to govern an area comprizing almost a sixth of
the Earth’s surface.

10—The first All-Russian Party purging process has in
eneral proceeded satisfactorily. The Party must, however, be
fully aware that a great deal of work is yet necessary in order
1o surmount the dangers which threaten it. The conditions of
the transition period doubtless contain the potential possibility
of the deterioriation of the Party’s social composition and of
its becoming tainted with petty-bourgeois influence. The prole-
rarian nucleus of the Party must always be alive to this danger
and take all the requisite measures against it.

11-—For the next few years the chief aim of the Communist
P'arty of Russia must be not the quantitative increase of its
membership, but its qualitative improvement. The unrelenting
labor of improving the Party membership is the most important
task of the mext year or so. The stormy years of the civil war
made it impossible to pay sufficient attention to the betterment
of the Marxist education and the raising of the culfural level
of the average member. The next few years must be equally
devoted to this most important task. The Party nucleus must
set itself the task of not merely raising the standard of theoretical
know! of the Party members but of helping them to become
qualified in an economic capacity. With this end—the attainment
i economic capability — in view the Party will group its
members in the economic organizations, in the trade-unions and
m the communist Youth organizations. The entire work is to
be so conducted, as to enable the highest possible number of
members materially to improve their allotted activity, to acquire
detailed and special knowledge in thisor that branch and gra-
dually to deepen it. After the conclusion of the mass purging,
which has rid the Party of the careerist and selfish elements, there
will take place a gradual selection of the best members of the
Party according to their capacity for the work of raising the
level of national economy, for fighting bureaucracy, etc.

With a view to the gradual realization of the objects
exposed above, the 11th Congress of the Russian Communist
Party resolves: —

1-=To ratify the Resolution of the All-Russian Party
Conference of 1921 on the question of the consolidation of the
I'arty, with due regard to making best use of the experiences
and the testing of the personnel of the Party.

2—To confirm the resolutions and decisions of the
Conference Of Secretaries of District Committees, the District
Bureaus and Provincial Committees of the Russian Communist
Party from 2Tth to 29th December 1921.

3—The Congress especiallﬁ emphasizes and confirms that
portion of these resolutions, which demand the following:
The organization of Marxist classes of a higher type,
particularly workers’ classes, organization of Marxist Clubs and
Associations for the discussion of current topics and above
all the carrying out of the organization of Party Schools of
the intermediate and highest types, energetic, attentive and
comprehensive work on behalf of the Youth and the organizing
ol classes for self-culture for the benefit of the non-party workers.

~4—To effect a change of conditions for admission to the
Russian Communist Pa;g in order to check the entrance of
not purely proletarian and unpfepared elenments into the Party.
The clause in the Party Statutes dealing with this (Para-
grarh 2, Section 6) is chanEed ag follows: during the year
V22 up to the 12th Party Con, rm workers, sants and
members of the Red Army wi y be admi into the
Communist Party of Russia uﬁ:m the recommendation of three
members of the Party who have belonged to the Party for
4t least three years and with the confirmation.of the Provincial
Committee, Officials, efc.,, will only be admitted to the Party
lor at least five years, apd only with the confirmation of the
Provincial Commitiee.

5—The institution for Candidates or for sympathizers is
L“mrflwﬂvm attention. By rendmﬁ the eondniog‘::
nirance . .more stringent importance
Candidates” lnlﬁluz"ywﬂlvinm i £ e £ e

The clause ‘of ‘the P! smubdnlum (Para-
Eraph 2, Seckion 7) 18- changed &4 ToBows: mﬁpﬂ

decides ‘that in ‘the case' of workers ‘and ‘gu-s the
of Candidature for Party membership shall be af least 6 _
and in all others 2, Sections 8 and 9,

open general meetings of the Party with a voice but no vote
remains in force,

FE."2

6—The Party groz’npt in factories and workshops must
safeguard the interests of production and at the same time
represent the daily interests of the workers. They must through
the personal behavior and conduct of their members provide
an example of careful and eager attention to general economic
interests. They shall reduce the qommandeering of their members
to a minimum. They shall do their best to ensure that all
members of the group are engaged in actual production and
that in general non-party workers be commandeered. They are
to assist the management of factories and works in cases where
it is actually in the interests of the general welfare. They shall
not allow the masters, etc, to shgter themselves behind the
Party group in the not very rare instances where the management
treats the working men and women according to the ogi pre-
revolutionary methods.

) The Congress agrees in principle with the idea of the
dissolution of the special Party groups in the Soviet institutions
and the transfer of their members to the workers’ organi-
zations. The Congress entrusts the Central Committee with
the carrying out of this decision in accordance with local

c‘mditipns and in collaboration with the various Provincial
Commitiees.

7—The chief activities of the Party shall be devoted to
the working class. We must at all coste put an end to those
conditions where the number of the members of our Party
groups in large factories and important industrial villages is
very small. e data of the All-Russian Census will inform
us of the exact state of affairs. The Central and the Government
Committees shall return a number of Communist workers from
government institutions, etc., to the workshops. The 11th Con-
gress of the Communist Party of Russia categorically charges
the local Organizations and the Cenfra} Committee with the
carrying out at all costs of this decision.

8—The Congress desires a suitable distribution of work
for the most active members of the P rty. They should be
granted the possibility of carefully acqliring a knowledge of
one or another branch of Party, trade-union, Soviet and economic
work. The transfer of Parly workers from one position to
another must be reduced to a minimum. A better training in
business and a more expert specializatibn than has obtained
hitherto are among the most important tasks of our Party.
The Congress insiructs the Central Committee to make the
solution of this problem a special object. The completion of
the All-Russian Party membership census will in a reta-
tively short time contribute toward the soluﬂon of this problem.

1 is necessary to carry out a distribution of work — be
1t in a most crude and elementary form — for the members
of the Provincial Committees and their Executives, and for all
the highest Party and State Organs.

9—Especially hard is the material situation of the average
member of the Party, particularly those active party comrades
who cannot work in the workshops because their work for the
Party keeps them from it. As a result of the new ‘economic
policy these camditions will become untenable. The Congress
instructs the Ceniral Committee to adopt all measures in order
to provide this inner group which undertakes the chief work
of the Party and in the work of the Party plays the same role
as the non-commissioned officers in ‘the I{«F Army. The Party
cannot ask for privileges for its members. It is however its
right and duty to ensure bread and tolerable conditions of life
to those whose energies ate completely absorbed in the hard,
soulweary but very valuable organizing and other work in
the local party organizations, in the cities, provinces, and districts.
It is imperatively necessary that the institution of mutual
help be put on a  more rational basis.

_ The local branches and the’Céittral Committee must demand
3“ mrt"?ueln event of in e 'thobilizations and commandeering
of particular comrades ' groups of members pr
is taken of the families left behind by the mobilizen comrad

at least to a reasonable extent, a on must be
to the 'comrades demobilized froth’ the A;E::‘gwho ﬁermr

return from the front find themselves'in a Very difficult situstion,

“'10—The ' Parfy must be conscious of the '
bound up. wi ',thedynew mm l?.unhould t most
uptﬁﬂyignh@anlmhb-mtbm policy
as 2 'means of planting ty within the Party. The
I‘mmu “::d;‘ B T
this end the #ctivities of the I'and AlLRussian Cootrol
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Comumi should be These Commissions should be

uiou;: experien comrades. Plrth{ u:‘nulo and “ fr}f-
ion- ing ” which ly paralyzes t arty at many points
umm (;ml:emru(hleulypeur:my g yThe Congress instructs the
Central Committee in its light against such * fraction-forming
1o have recourse to the means of Party expulsion.

11—The correct division of work between the Party and
the Soviet institutions, the exact definition of the rights and duties
of this and that, is the most i tant- problem of the Party at
the present time. The 8th Cong of the Russian Communist
Party stated in its resolution on the Organization Problem
(See paragraph “ The mutual relationships between the Party
and Soviets ”) that: )

“ The functions of the Party organs shall be strictly
separated from the functions of t Soviets, which are State
organs. A confusion of functions would have very harmful
results, especially in the military lrhere..... The Party is
endeavoring to direct the activity of the Soviets but not to
replace it. N .

P The 11th Congress of the Russiap Communist P.:rt‘dcon-
firms this declaration and lays especial emphasis upon it. Before
us stands the huge problem of restofing economuc life, which
will require years of unwearied effort. This problem can only be
solved provided there exist proper and healthy relationships
between the Party organizations and the economic organizations.
As the Party in 1910 declared that the confusion of functions
would be harmful for military affairs, so in 1922 it dechru that
such confusion of functions would be harmful in economic affairs.

The Party organizations must never interfere in the daily
current work oy( trhg economic organs. They are obliged to
abstain from making adminigtrative dispositions within the area
of Soviet Work. ‘l{e Party organizations shall direct the acti-
vities of the economic organs but in no way attempt to replace
these or to transform machinery. The lack of strict demar-
cation of functions meddling by incompetent officials have
resulted in the fa of each individual- being strictly and
definitely responsible for the tasks allotted to him. This leads to
an increase of bureay in the Party organs themselves, which
do everything and i@ It hinders the earnest specialization
of the economic worker mastering of problems in all details,
and the acquirement 1 expert knowledge. In one word, it
hinders the proper organisation of work. A

The Party organizations should concern themselves with
the definite guidance of the Soviet and economic organs. I'hey
shall select the leading prominent workers and raise all the
Party members working in these organs. The Party organization
must explain to the working masses the significance o the new
economic policy, especiall S\c img)rtnncc nnd_s.ngmhcanc_e‘of the
commercial operations -{ﬂ(‘h under the conditions obtaining in
Soviet Russia have become a means to scmngh up the Socialist
structure. The Party organizations must glf t against preju-
dices which hinder the proper development of economic activity.

The Party organizations carry on their agitation not in
the abstract but adoot it to the ecomomic problems .of a given
time at a given place. Party organizations shall in no wise
limit them to those stereoty forms of agitation connected
with this or that particular “ Agitation Week ” which ha s to
be gang on. Tmy shall through their members awaken and
dcveﬁop a real and earnest interest for economic problems. The
Party organizations are to select their best 'worigers for the
immediate work in the economic organs. The Party organmiza-
tions themselves will only solve the economic problems when they
actually carry through the principal decisions of. the Party.

An Unanswered Letter to Berkman
from a Former Anarcist.

Dear Berkman:

Before | leave Moscow for good 1 should like to see
you. We can afford to be frank know what 1 want to
discuss. You know that I believe tha¥ you are mistaken in your
appraisal of the values of the Revolution. You know also that 1
know what your eral view is, as I discussed it with you
at a time wgm |¥:d that same general view myself.

1 wrote you from America that | believed that a doe’c study
of Lenin’s views as to the necessity of an armed workers’ dicta-
torship—a State—would convince you that he is right, and that
the inevitable accompaniments of dictatorship—disagreable as they
are—would have to be endured and minimized any true revo-
lutionist. | told you that | believed that the only way a revolu-
tionist can be an effective faxr 'mtythc molutxo:ln : to ?nmu?::
in that dictatorship. That ouly way a revolutionist can gi
his strength to Revolution is as a member of the single

gigantic revolutionary group: the Communist Party, Section, i
the Communist International. ’

I still believe that if you were (o - unbi
mind to this you would be convinced. ether you will give .
clear, unbiased mind to it, is another question. True, for Bers
man fo lose the flexibility of his mind would be a strange thin,
but stranger things than that have hxﬁpmed: Kropotkin o
his. We have to learn to expect such things in the volcano
revolution. Some of the men and women who were best in 1
early days are found in the later days to be side-tracked
the empty name of a philosophy, while the revolution goes pa-
them ynder another name. They cling to the old name and
the personalities of old association, and do not recognize 1.
big, teeming, world-wide bod{mqf the thing they loved and sufi
red for and which is at last born.

What | am afraid of is that you have gotten s0 intimatc
wound about with the personal associations and with conce:
for the tragic personal dangers of those whom you have loves
as revolutiona mnea, that your concern for these close-a:
hand values will d you to the great World Revolution tha:
is marching on without you, and as 1 believe, without them.

I know that you look with horror and disappointment up:«

ive a clear, unbiase

.my comparative unconcern with the fate of the men I knew

the past as revolutionists and who are now threatened wi'i
being crushed by the revolution’s trend which they oppose. You
will not look out and see that a hundred times as many as the
better men then they, die in a single day of the revolution; and
ou will not see that their opposition costs the revolution :
undred times as many lives as theirs. | know that they a:«
sincere. So were the Left S.R’s So was Kerensky; so w.»
Babushka (Breshkovskaya). For the fate of sincere people |
too have regard; but I can only give them a glance or a minu
while the revolution is going on, and when the revolution

threatened | cannot even give them that. 1 know ten times ..
many as they, who are as sincere as t and who are dyuy
day by day in the revolution. The follies of those first mention«!
are costing the lives of the better men—better in the sense th.:
they serve the Revolution better. I am pot moralizing; no 4
is *better” than another in the abstract. One is better tha:
another only for a specific purpose; and during the Revolution
the Revolution is the only purpose that I can value things fir

And the Revolution is “ Bolshevism”. History has writien
it, and you or any man cannot unwrite it. The world is spi
into two divisions now, for battle, for war. In war, dictatorsi
wins and nothing else can win. Dictatorship is bad; so arc

ut-ripping bayonets bad, but dictatorship and bayonets w.:
?or one side or the other, and there are only two sides. From
now on there can only be dictatorship of the bourgeoisie 'r
dictatorship of the proletariat until - the bourgeoisie is exter
minated (as a class). You can call it the “ dictatorship of Com
munist politicians ” if you like, and that won’t alter the case
the least; the Revolution is going to proceed and the dictato:
ship of the proletariat is going to exterminate by brute force.
and with what you may call ‘" injustice”, the property-owning
class as a class, and all that unconsciously serves the proper!:-
owning class by opposing the dictatorship of the proletariat.

When it is all over with, shall you say that you ha¢
not taken part in the great, final strugole because you did o
like the way life decreed that the struggle should ? Or J
you imagine that the Revolution is going to take some other
form than the dictatorship of the proletariat against the dictator
ship of the bourgeoisie?

Very few knew in the past few years that the Re:
lution wot);ld co:eop:ith the rapidg; that l); has. They were
short-sighted and too habituated to the hum-drum of u&t‘:lhl"
to believe that it could be disrupted so soon, and they ca you
and me, when we said in the “Blast” and elswhere that 1"
Revolution wolud burst through the war, wild dreamers. And
now that the Revolution in Kussia has come, the shortsighid
persons a it so far as it has come, and say, “ Ah, the Ru>
sian Revolution has come; that is all there is to it, and, oh, well
we will go on living in a capitalist country . Such “who
see the Russian Revolution only as a revolution in Russia |
can’t blame in the least for not liking the form' that:it has

taken. Russia is an armed camp of desperate ] and
barutal discipline, and those who don’t know; what fhe: is for
can’t be expected to like the camp. who think jt is & plzu:i
for living can point oyt many better for living. And !

it ot cipating and see the terrible con-
they sit on the fence, n :&,ﬂ !c‘;‘noi,i’gd mb"‘“ﬂ“ﬁ
B what the secrifices for?” Some coneessiour
i nnu:lmoct as bad as Brest-Litovek. What are they
They are for the World Revolution.
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No one can fully know what the fight in Russia is for
unless he zttended or gave the whole of his biain to the study
of the Third Cong:u of the Communist International. You
were not there. oreatest event of revolutionary history,
except the October Revolution, took place liere in the city where
you and you did not look upon it. Are you still Berkman?
The most important plans laid men, the vast, the world-wide,
concrete arrangements for overthrowing a world-ful of govern-
ments, were made. Where was! Berkman? The same Berkman
who, more nearly than most men, forecasted these events, immer-
sed in the narrow, individual, personal safetics of a small hand-
ful of comrades whose doglatism has made them run counter
to the fabric of the Revolution—-too immersed in the otherwise
admirable but comparatively petty loyalties to old faction com-
rades, to give himself to this plan for the overthrow of %he
world’s governments. -

I repeat to you what | said before, that it was a crime
for you not to participate in that Congress. Amd | remember
what your answer was. Your answer served like a mirror to show
just what was the matter. You sarcastically replied, in substance,
that it appears that the possession of a piece of cardboard from
a Communist Party makes a man into a revolytionist now, and
nothing else counts, no matter what standing a map has other-
wise as a revolutionist. Nothing could show more clearly than
this remark of yours, what the trouble is. You seem to approach
everything from the intimate-group conception of revolutionary
activities, with persons vouching for persons on the basis of
personal acquaintance, with individual autonomy of action and
with subjective moral integrity as the criterion of trustworthiness.
It would seem as though you had overlooked the fact that the
world is in motion now, with strange millions functioning. No
longer can we be personally acquainted with those with whom
we die; subjective integrity does not count by itself; the little
mtimate groups do not count anymore; and subjective morality
alone isn’t worth a damn - -the thing that counts is whether a man
s functioning within the program. And our rough attempt at
knowing all the strange millions is by giving cards to those that
are functioning within the program . . . . %ut you come with
vour old intimate group conception, as though you thought we
could .rely upon the old basis of verbal c_ougxing, which would
no longer serve even for a medium sized village commune. .
But of course that objection to our technical, card-index way
f rourhly sorting our adherents, is really but a figurative man-
ner of stating your objection to something more fundamen-
tal -our whple policy of centralization and non-rec
any but “the :inﬁle revolutionary organization. . . y should
not So-and-so, the well known and undoubtedly sincere advocate
of revolution, be admitted to participation in the international
mvoluﬁom:z congress? Simply because So-and-so is not going
o accept the discipline of the body formed by the Congress,
does not accept the fundamental principles upon which it is
hased, and is not geing to work with it in clockwork response
o its orders.

~No, comrade So-and-so wsists on his right of independent
decision and action. Very well, he automatically shuts himself
out of the single, world-wide revolutionary organization. The
International cannot function in two conflicting ways at once.
It canriot have two plans. Loyalty is measured life-and-death
sbedience to the single plan, once it is agreed upon, right or
wrong. It is not measured by the heart’s willingness to what
the individudl head may think is best for the cause at a given
moment. With individual heads doing this we have no organi-
/ation, no concerted action. You ought to know this. In a
strike, is each individual allowed to decide for himself? No,
he obeys the decisiohs of the strike committee. 1f he does not,
he breaks up the strike; or he gets roughly handled by the
sirikers.  The Russian Revolution is a gigantic strike.  The
‘ ommunist International is the same thing projected into world
dimensions. It is the biggest revolutionary movement in all
history, and it bears fair promise of drawing the fight to a
conclugion with the crushing of the capitalist governments of
the world, It has at last realized the dream of a gigantic,
closely coordinated machine of direct action assault upon the
Capitalist police and tr And you are not in it. You object
10 its dici ‘Yet its discipline is its very co-qrdinated force!
Without its discipline it could not exist—no such 'fofte could

exist,

A goagd rigf ' * revolutiondry ' ‘mdividual 'igitiative ”
s the Kfm@.":l Have given it'a Tittle' widy' ‘since |

nition of

' :‘;; 70;. last: 1 i w'quen?m M% if ‘%’Jomt:&
o ! 4“‘ ¢ M‘t, ('m e Nw in
downhn'uz-euk?mer, There is no doubt that many of
* the participants who called themselves Anarchists and S. R’s
were in their notions. Subjectively lh? were doubtless
highly moral revolutionists. But objecively it was a filthy

v
Al
counter-revolution. I don’t give a damin for the moral values.
The counter-revolutiomr{ officers eame over from Finland
(Krotected by the Finnish gov and 11oined the Anar-
chists and the S.R.’s and the ks. The French navy
lay outside of the frozen area, waitingsfor the ‘‘ Anarchists ”
(who could compromise enough to associafe with Cadet officers)
to hold Kronstadt until the ice would break and let the French
and British battleships fight for “ Soviets without Bolsheviks !
Yes, that is a fine example of free and easy ““ revolution ” without
disciplind The fellows that.did this crazy thing, killed thou-
sands of the best and youngest and bray ‘e the soldiers that
the Revolution had. And yet there are "Who call themselves
‘“ Anarchists ” and ask me to pity the s who were respon-
sible for the Kronstadt affair. Monks that ponder in their cells
on the misfortunes of man in general, can ;g;);. them; | have no ‘
time to pity such men. . y

There are people calling themselves ‘‘ Anarchists ” that
are now saying tHat Kronstadt was ‘‘ the™Feal revolution”. If
such ple were to be allowed to operate with ‘‘ free speech”
and ‘' free demonstration ” within the circle thit is held by the
- bayonets of the Red Arm‘y, the revolution would be dead now, and

NDro———

here wouk ign the ‘' democratic freedom” and roms of
capitalistic” ry, with Wrangel, Seminonoff, Pilsudski, Har-
ding, Briahg’ d George guaranteeing you your ‘* freedom
of revoluti Jnitiative ", .

I have naturally wanted to impress upon you my views
about this, and even went so far.as to try to get into contact with
you across three t d miles of sea. Lenin has said the
thing better than 1, and thefefore | tried to get you to give vour
attention to what he had written. | don’t belhieve that you have

iven any attention to the particular writings that | spoke of. |
now that you said, in a y way, that you read * State
and Revolution . But u said 1t was indicative that
i ine ", that 18, by glancing
ark' confirmed me in my opinion.
than to speak of the explanation
of the revolution’s motives the chief leader of it, as “ onl
books ”?  And then, to speak of * Life as thre better teacher
(in the way that you spoﬁi, i. e. ‘“life” as opposed to givin
any earnest attention to the revolutionary pamphleteers anﬁ
leaders in action) is about the extreme of intellectual poverty.
There is hardly a boulevard dandy in Moscow that has not seen
more of street ‘ life” during the revolution than Lenin has, or
you, or [.

That Berkman st Jetti the Revolution pass by him
without mobilizing his c\fm&uhy to study the intellectual
expression of it, without W what the theory of the gigantic
machine that is runing it y conviction. That is the tragedy.
That you are not giving your Hand to help in this machine, 18
the consequence. :

I am often reminded of a passage of your book of prison
memoirs, in which you describe your psychological experiences
upon emérging from the penitentiary. You were confused,

. bewildered, and desperately depressec{. Then you found out
why. It was because the movement thaf you had known in its
mfant stage, had grown larger, had spread and grown until
you did not readily recognize it, sincg it had none of its former
intimate quality. Now, Berkmard, “fhe "Revolution that you
loved has grown to ten thousand times the size, and again you
do not recognize it. Again ' loo ¢Mts small, intimate
quality, and the intimate quality is nof there. It is no longer

through it; and your négf
What could be more su

a baby at the breast, it 1s a milliof* “giant, which in
theory you wanted it to be, but as which, in fact, you cannot
recognize it. And you turn aside from it, or unconsciously,
unintentionally drive against it. If you fail 1o recognize 1t
if you fail to live with i, in it, figh Wé a part of it, you lose
the only purpose that I know your has. . . . The Revolu-

tion can do without you, but you cannot “do without the Re-

volution. . . .

THE RED TRADE UNION
| INTERNATIONAL
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4+ The folloging is a repart on the courae of the Second

Plenary Session Central Committee W R?T.U.L which

took on the 17th of February in M e ke
34 representatives from various m ing 5
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e Swacits, e Prance: 1
i ia,. A 0- a a rance; the
n:EuropumﬂmemM were North America, Japan,
China, Australia, Dutchy-East, Indies, Korea and the Far Eastern

Republic. < Heyw . )

After a detailed report by the General Secretary, Comrade
Lozovsky, dealing with the activities of the Executive Bureau
during the last six months, and after an exhaustive debate in
which the representatives of the following .countries and organi-
zations took part: Switzerland, Germany (“ Union” and ‘rade
Union ion), - Holland (SJndiclliota). Upper Silesia

Union), India, . Austria (Youth International), Pohnd,
ussia and Czecho®loyakia, several resolutions dealing with the
" past and future activities of the R.T.U.l. wete passed.

In its resolution on the report of the Executive Bureau,
the Central Commitiee voiced its approval of the activity of the
Bureau. The Committee expressed its satisfaction al the fact
that in spite of the many difficulties that had te be overcome, it
su in, approaching its main goal, hamely, that of revolu-
ti g tmmdesunion organizatitns of the whole world and
‘of makin Red Trade Union lnternnion_atﬁg gentral force
in the revolutionary class-struggle of the projetapiat. The Cen-

tral Committee furthermore approved all, the. res taken by
the Executive Bureau for the creation of & proletarian
made by the Executive

fropy. it aleo a ved of the proposals
nguu lo'_the Apgz)erdlm International Trade Union Federation.

The Central Committee lho—'lgplbved of the Executive
Bureau’s policy concerning the enifance of ‘the single revolu-
tionary trade-unions into their respective international trade
and industrial nizations. The tral Committee put the
sections 0f the vatious tountriés'ander the obligation to work for
the RT.UL with still greater e than heretofore at every
step and at every meeting, and to/mamtain the closest connection
with the Executive Bureau in theiriwork. Particular attention s
to be paid to the Fast which 48 very rapidly becoming in-
dustrialized, and where the danger of national division and of
the transformation oft the trade-unions in a reformist-imperia-
listic spirit should be very carefully guarded against. The
measures takem by the Executive Bureau for the creation of a
closer contact between the Red Trade Union International and
the Youth International were also approved. The resolution
deals finally with the question of agitation and propaganda by
the R.T.U.L, in which many suggestions and recommendations
made by the representatives of the Wouth International, the Swiss
Trade Union Opposition and of thé'Union of Hand and Brain
Workers of Germany, were faken into copsideration.

On the second questioy on the order of the day - 7h:
Capitalistic Offensive and the United Proletarian Front theses
were presented by comrades lLozovsky and Brandler, and aiter n
discussion accepted. These theses agree in general with the past
policy of the Fxecutive Bureau on this question.

Comrade Rosmer reported on the Splitting Policy of
Amsterdam. In thesamtroduction to the resolution covering this
question it is pointed out that the reformist trade-union leaders
still attempt to carry on their pre-and post-war policy of coopera-
tion with the bourgeoisie, éven in the present period of the most
acute world-crisis and the general capitalist offensive. They are
not only abandoming 4he revolutionary aims of the proletariat.
but are also opposing -the working-class even in questions which
are wage struggles pure and simple. This throws the reformist
leaders into an ever-growing conflict with the working masses
In order to deaden the influence of the revolutionary vanguard.
i order to prevent'@he obganization of an united defensive fron’
which" tHe workers demaitid against the ever-growing insolence of
the bourgeoisie, ald ir order to be able to maintain their “uvope-
ration with the exploiters. the Amsterdamers quite unscrupulously
resort to splitting and destroying the trade nion mass-organiza.
tions. s doing this they are guilty of the most flagrant viola-
‘ion of the principles of democracy. of which they are the loudest
defenders when the question is one of sharing political pawer
with the bourgeoisie. These lactics of ‘thé Amsterdam jrade

vanon -leadery are prepwant with the most fatal Congequences for
the trade-union nefit. The Central Council of the Red Trade
Union Integnationd|saopeals fo theé dlas: oys merphers of

the tradequsiont in afl- countries. o temfaiy Pd their respective
trade-uniom. oTganizations. fo carry on fhelr’ revolutiapary activi-
ties within them, and to work persistently for ‘thqelﬂ; nsfarmation
of these organizations into actusl fiohtid¢“organs.” ere the

reformist bureaucrats oroceed to expel individual members or to
dissolve seotions, locals or groups, it is the duty of the revolu-
tionary members of all trade-unions to start an immediate pro-

test movement against the splitters. and Gl.g cally demand
the recall of the various expulsions and dissolu

ions. The ex-

pelled members as well as the dissolved locals must seize .oy
all the means at their disposal to effect their 8sion nyq
the main organization. In the meantime the expelled locals are
to fulfill the obligations prescribed for the whole organiziim
If more than one local is expelled from a vnion or more ihay
one union in a country, it is the duty of the R.T.U.L'Wdher,
to unite the expelled locals or unions and to establish the closes:
contact between the groups expelled and those organizations 'hy
ore already part of the Red Trade Union International. [he
sgain, the revolutionary unions of other trades and indusiri
are o admit the expelled 3ectidns and groups into their organ ;.
tion, of colrse at the same time safeguarding*the rightd of ih
old union members. In cases whefe whble unions are exjelied
from the national organization, or where the readmission of ihe
expelled locals by their respective unions cannot be effected 1he
national headquarters should be appealed to. Where the taii
of. Amsterdam have effected splits all along the line, the rev iy
tionary organizations are still not to abandon the struggle for
reunion, but are to carry it on on the t_nm_of_tm discussion and
through proportional representation in all instances. Bu' ihe
broad masses should be ghwn into this struogle for unity 1 the
trade-union Movement, and the Amsterdamers must all the 'ime
be challenged to show their colors. In regard to the slanders
and calumnies spread by Amsterdam, the 'Central Committee of
the R.T.U.l. emphatically declared that the adherents of the Red
Trade Union Intermational within the trade-umion organiza!.ons
will always respect and voice the majority will of the wurk
ing-class, and will never resort to force agamst it.

On the tion of relations between the Revolutionur
Syndicalists am?utfe Red Trade Union International, the Central

ittee, after a discussion by comrades Nin and Andre
ichine, realised that in certain Syndicalistic circles, the resolution
of the First Congress of the R'T.U.L. concerning relations i
the Communis! International has created a misunderstanduiyg
and even caused considerable confusion.

On this point the Central Committee of the Red |-ade
Union International expressly declared that the resolutio.
question in no way means the subordination of the trade-unions
to the Communist Parties or the subordination of the R.T.U 1 v
the Communist International; it means nothing but the concen
tration of all organized forces of the working-class for the
pose of overthrowing the capitalist regime.

As to the fact that the German Syndicalists at their
gress in Dasseldorf, attempted to found a * Syndicalist " !iter
national, the Central Committee of the Red irade Union lier
national was compelled to warn revolutionary organizalins
against such a splitting-step and to protest against this sut:'m‘
the-back to proletarian unity. It furthermore pointed out il

such a sectional international would be doomed to imporence
form the very beginning.

In the conviction that the attempt to lay a sound fou nx-
tion upon which the structure of all revolutionary forces ot The
world can be solidly builj, will meet with success, the Central
Committee adressed an urgent appeal to all revolutionary 'rade
unions, including those which have already declared agans!
joining the Red Trade Union International, to take part i "
Second Congress of the R.T.U.L

RELIEF FOR RUSSIA

500,000,000 Marks Collected by

Foreign Comiitee for the Famine
Striken in Russia.
** Up to the 1st of April, the Workers' Relief Comm e

ffiliated- to the Foreign Committee (Berlin) fo
gl 1\1‘7““" Relief for the Famine Stricken in

Russia

( i ig there 8
llecied 447,787,000 Marks in cash and goods. To this t :
fg be added 150 to 180 million Marks granted by trade-unionh

cbope; .Vt .let“. an ‘riv.(e and ”l’“‘mt‘ry donatt a

mun

e e TG

.< ipy

nion a ]
to the Nansen Committee. All in
to the 1st April last through the i
the Foreign Committee for the starving
in Russia the very respectable sum of over

To this total the various countries have contributed as follows
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Norway - (Workers’  Relief -

(iommillezc)', s e e o« + .« 300,000 Kr. 16,500,000 Mks.
Denmark P. of Denmark) 150,000 Kr. 9,750,000 ,,
France (Workers’ Relief Com-

mittee, C.P. of France and

Syndicalists) . . . . . 1,700,000 Fr. 47,600,000
switzerland (Relief Committee

of the C.P. of Switzerland) 190,000 Fr. 11,020,000 ,,
(recho-Slavokia (Relief Com- | |

mittee of the C.P. after the .

splitting of the Joint Com-

mi"&) « 8 % e 8 & 250.0(1) lS,(Xl).(IX) "
(ermany (Workers’ Relief

Committee) . . . . . . 6,000,000 |,
tngland (Relief Committee of

the P.G-B-) L £°,(m 7,“,(1» »
South Africa (C.P.S.A.) £1,500 1,950,000 ,,
(ireece (C.P. Qreece) . 10,000 Dr 400,000
Sweden (C.P. Sweden) . . 160,000 Kr 12,480,000 ,,
Holland (Workers’ Relief Com-

mittee .+« . . . . 180,000 Fl. 20,700,000 ,,
lialy (Relief Committee) . . 1,600,000 Lire 25,600,000
Bulgaria (C.P.B. .« . . 3,000000deva 6,300,000
Belgium (C.P. ium) . . 200,000 Fr. 5,000,060 ,,
Argentine R ic (C.P.A.) . 40,000 Pes. 4,200,000 ,,
Luxemburg (C.P.L.) . . . . 50,000 ,,
Roumania (Social Rev.) Brasno 14,000 Lei 30,000 ,,
Wood-Workers’ Federation of

Siebenburgen 10,000 Lei 25,000 |,
Brazil (K.P.B. . 9,000 Mil. 360,000 ,,
spain (Trade Unions) . 25,000 Pes. 1,125,000
Communist Party . . . . 2,225 Pes. 100,000 |,
Austria AC.P.A)) . . .. 2,000,000 Kr. 105,000 ,
Poland (Workers’ Relief Com-

mittee) o & & 5 & & 3 370,000 ,,
Confiscated by the Government
America (Friends of Soviet

Russia) . . . . . . . $850,000 255,000,000,
f rom the Japanese Relief Committee in Europe 60,000 ,
from some Korean Students . .o 12,000 ,,
Various Contributions 250,000 ,,

Total 447,787,000 Mks.

The International Trade Union Federation which keeps
i1s collections rate from those of the Foreign Committee,
up 1o the 15th January has given receipts for the following

contributions:

Austria . . . . £1,520
Belgium . 6,100
Checko Slovakia 20,780
Denmark . 3,820
I rance 12,230
(erman . 3 7,160
Great Britain . B T 6 < 1]
Holland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5360
laly . . . . . . . .. 33,420
Lettland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160
Luxemburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180
Poland . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 250
Spain . : 1,210
Sweden . . 8,380
Switzerland . « w o bow oW & s s o o= ow o 3830
International Transport Workers’ Federation . 170
Various Qifts . . . e 220
Total £112510

— Mks. 146,265,000

From the collections of the Foreign Committee and its

Organisations alone, 20,000,000 kilograms of provisions and
Malerials were be purchased, the greater part of which has
already arrived in Russia. A part is now en route. This is will

rsle\ ¢ral hundred thousand human beings up to the time of the next

drvest and thus save them from what would have otherwise

" certain death from starvation. This is a proof that help is

ssible from the international working class.  The growing

dmine in Rugsia renders jt the first dyty of eve pfﬂphn:nn
0 car

14 help. its necessary |
ce ai '

31l persisiance and perseverance upt] the:
i LR A o
yse 0 ,,It"%&mlt neither fit-

1 L We have
g on for our starving 'brothers in

The Secretary
Willy Minzenbetg.
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IN THE CAMP OF QR ENEMIES |
—

The Russian Social Revohutionaries
o as Robbers.

** The followin

SISV DR

extracts from the pamphlet ““ Military

Work and Struggle of the Social Revolutionary Party in the
years 1917-18” Semenoyv, the leader of the * fighting sec-
tion” of the Social - Revolutionary, Partyywthrow. a gcﬁrlng
light on the criminal activity of tge Saﬂ%

Semenov writes on page 28 of his pahpblet:

. ‘ The question of expropriations was placed before the
Central Commuttee (C.C.) for discussion. Although the C.C. was
in principle opj to the application of expropriations it dec
lared it admissible to a};\)ply expropriations 1o the organs of the
Soviet Government.'''The C.C. did this ouf 6n ,account of the
situation of the party, that is, the complete rﬂ( of mongy for
further work. The C.C. was, however, of the 'opinion fhdt it
was entirely impossible to carry on the expropridfions in the
name of the party.:  Our * fighlers” were to carry on the ex-
propriafions “4i"8lth a manner that not the slightest connection
should exist befween these and the party. In case of seizure, gur
‘“fighters " weéi¢ to declare themselves to be criminals. '?uhr
military commission supported this view of the C.C. (About
April 1918).

* For technical reagpns, the expropriations proposed by us
were not carried out at first.

‘“ The first expropriation was applied to a rich merchant
in Sesnoye. It was carried on Gvosd, (worker), Kolchovgky
(intellectual), Usov (workeg) and, e fourth man, who pretended
that they were searching the.hougg. | was sick and could net
participate. The result of the #xpropriation was neglig'j;l;
(15,000 20,000 roubles). Lhe gxpropriation created a very
impression upon the ‘* fightegs " that had taken part. The C.C.
knew that we had carried out an expropriation. Because of the
negligible result 1 did not informeit where and by whom it had
taken place. '

1 delivered the money to Rakov, member of the C.C.

“ The second expropriation was carried out as follows:
A member of the Commissariat for Food Suppﬁes, who was a
S.R., informed us that he would ride on a certain day to Saratov
for the purpose of buying food with one million roubles under the
rrotecnon of 4 armed quamds, L Gvosd, Sergeiev, Usov, Se-
eukov and Seslenko got iintp the train. During the night we
threatened the guards witlh, jevolvers, took away the money,
stopped the train by a false signal and fled.

“In Moscow the Eighth Puyty Congress was convening
at that time. [ reported on the intident and delivered the money
to the party funds. The money was very much needed then. The
Party Congress intended to move its field of activities to the
border districts and to organize an insurrection there. It was
intended to send a group of party workers with Volsky at the
head into the Volga district for this purpede, and for that money
was needed. "

On page 42 of his pamphlet Semenov. writes:

‘1 decided to carry on the acts of terror with the aid of
those ‘* fighters ” who were in faxor of continuing them and to
send the rest of the ‘ fighters” to the Whites. For both pur-
poses money was necessary. There were no party funds. We
decided fo carry out some expropriations,

“The C.C. agreed to this. y

* We intended to eﬁ‘)ropriale the, funds of the Food Com-
mittee of the Gubernia. e money was kapt en a fireproof safe.
We decided to come during the night.with an appropriate
apparatus for cutting the lock of the safe. JWe had secured the
torch especially for this purpose from a criminal who had
been recommeénded to us by Pepelyaiev. (Donskoi, member of the
C.C. knew of all this and gave us the money for the'puwhchase of
thq',a(gparatqq.) We had made an agreement with the guard of
fiie dubem‘u Food Committee and with its commander. The
guard was Yo receive two million; roybjes and passports. The com-
miunder led two of uﬁ(ol"";udgmv ! p‘mpot:&uk.. Six
armied  fighters ”, 1, Korolyev,, vy Msov; Konoplesa: and
Ivanova, stood at the epfrance. -We cut,bali through .the ook,
buf Had' to sfop the wqr b.w,‘l?':»(bc supply; ohsuygen:in the
to tlg%:’?”ounte“ ﬂ:)n.p,. ¢ame .of the matter.. (The.guardsswere
arres 5 i b Femabiy. e 20w ba.fe 5 otlh BUETTH o)

b £ v o R 1) IR :
. """From the sage criminal.we found. outrtbat.a rich specu-
lator, who was sy of .money in his

2')

house, lived a Saratovskaya railroad, ~20 ., kerats
from Moscow. 1, Usov, Seleukoy, yaiev and. Fedorov
carried out | tion, We went the night on the

e of § WS IORN. The
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into the house. TWe wiriRant dicd of apoplexy. We took about
that the rest of the money was in

. 1 made no concerning

s were toa amall, money was

vering the expenses of the “ fighing

this expropriation as
kept he :
organization . .. .” ! :

“ Pepelyaiev was informed by the postmaster at the corner
of K Alky and Tverskaya Street that there were about
200,000— 300,000 roubles in the t-office there. | looked over
the post-office and decided that the ex iation was technically
possible. In the ntorning, shortly after operfing of the post-
office. 1, Korolyev, , Subkov and one of the “ fighters ”
from the Nevsko- municipal district appea there.
users and Brownings and had two

m-::.ﬁ In ‘icemm were ds or 9 c'u;.tonnrﬂ;- ?:i.\lrid“
the ials. e closed entrance door, & t a
c g’d the i that the poat-oiﬁg was still douz

e ordered: “ Hands up!” Everyone obeyed the order. We
disarmpd one official who had a revolver. Everyone was
frightened. No-resistance was offered. We took the mone
from “the about 160,000 ‘roubles, and fled through the ba
door. Aceol "Il’ to the agreement with Donskoi we kept this
money for the ‘' fighting or anization ”. (This about
the beginning of August 1018). After these
a furlough to a portion of the ‘fighters” until
transfer to the \l&‘i,te front. )

At that time there was being organized the delivery of a
portion of the money reserves (o Germany in accgi@ance with the
peace treaty of Brest-Litovsk. 1 deci to expropriate this
money and to undertake an attempt upon the train in which the
money was being transported. (I did not recognize the peace
treaty of Brest-Litovsk; the delivery of gold was in my eyes a

undering of the national wealth). The gold was to be sent

the Alexandrovskaya ruilro-d;\kg employee of the management

of the Alexandrovskaya railroad; as a S.R., was to tell me

the day of the ure of the A" (The management had to
know the day&.e investigated the s of the Alexandrovskaya
railroad in the neighborhood of Moscow and found a suitable

place. A chauffeur, who sympathized with the Party and who
worked in some cooperative, was to come with an auto to the
place and carry away the gold.

| also planned an expropriation in the Sugar Central
Office (on the Pokrovsky Boulevard). 1 found out that the
Sugar tral Office was 1o receive ten million roubles. After
looking ovet the offices, it was-clgar {p.me that the expropriation
could not be carried out in the emselves; the guard was
too strong and the public too [}d . | wanted to carry out
the expropriation while the gold’ being transported to the
Sugar Central Office. Thege Jatter plans, however, were uot
carried out ”

THE WHITE TERROR

The White: Terror in the Polish
Prisons.

by L. Domski (Warsaw).

The Polish prispas have of late become a stage where-
on is being enacted a bitter struggle between the defenseless
political gmsonei’s amd the prison authorities. In Lemberg and
Cracow hunger-strikgs. on the part of the imprisoned comrades
are the order of the .day. The bitterest struﬁgk is procccdin%
in the capital (W the prison for those awaiting tna
known as Pawiak, - r-strikes have taken place in the
course of four m

The last h “strike especially funished a revelation of
the terrible condition of the political prisoners in Warsaw (in
the provinces it.is of course still worse, only there the political

risoners do not have recourse to the hunger-strike so often,
Eeczuae they feel their powerlessness much more keenly). This
hunggr-strike lasted for no less than 11 to 12 days, and there took

part.in 1t 4Q .pri s including Deputy  Dombal. All
the hnnger-strikers “we rcibly fed, and with such brutality
that many of considerable injury. uestion

unvolved in this s was that of privileges which poli-
fical pnnom‘*'h ist prisons and which up to
now” the Polish republic had also allow These privilgges
include a others the right of the political prisoners not to
be mixed with ordinary criminals.

It was not until after 11 days of this hunger-strike that the
representatives of the authorities saw fit to come to the prison in

What will happen further, however, and in what way the co
ditions of the political &mpncn will be regulated is a quest.
for the solution to which one must wait for-mdny months.

One hears little of the barbarous t of the politi .

in the simply because can there be more
easily rendered silent. How. very bad ions are is prov.d
from the communication fremythe torture chamber of the Bron
berg Police Detention House. There the prisoners, political au
criminal alike are chained to the wall beaten with clubs
rubber hose in order to extort confessions from them. A
that happens with the connivance of the higher officials auu
without any protest on the of the Parliamentary represe,
tatives of the P.P.S. (Polish Socialist Party) and the Nation.
Labor Party of the Sejm.

Such trifles as the endless detention of political “criny
nals” who are kept waitinﬁ for months for trialy'are in no wi.e
counted. The leader of the Posen Red Trade Union, Porun
kiewiez, agai whom they can bring no charge, has bee
detained for months in Wronke in the Untersuchungsh

ison for those awaiting trial). Although he is ill he is
allowed to have medical treatment even’ at his own expen.
because they obviously hope by this means to get rid of hi
The comrades arrested at the )Lemberg Party ference hi.r
been kept in the trial prison for 5 months under terrible ¢ .
ditions, and it is reported that their sentences cannot be expe: '~
before September. What punishment they ' can “anticipate . .
best be inferred from the fact that only lately a woman studen
in Lodz was condemned to 4 ((our{ years imprisonmen: |
at hard labor, on account of “Communist agitition”.

And the social patriots of the P.P.S. seem to regard fh..
orvics of the White Terror as a matter of course. It is 11
their Warsaw organ “Robotnik” has uttered many a rebuse
acainst the torture of political prisoners. But this attitude
simply due to the temper of the workers of Warsaw which e
socnl{ patriots are obliged to take into account. The provin. .l
organs deport themselves quite differently and the Crac
Party organ quite openly denounces these Communist “creaturc,
The conduct of social patriotic deputies in Paliament gives the lie
1o the “Robotnik’s” simulated defense of the prisoners as the
do not trouble to say hardly a word in Parliament on ‘he

matter.
It becomes therefore the more imperative duty of the i
national proletariat to raise its voice on behalf the suffering

Polish comrades and to expose before all the world the unbridid

dicmorshid) of the policc and the torturer in the Polish [
mocratic Republic”.
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order to emplain to the hunger-strikers that they intended to
regulate their conditions by means of a writisn set of regulations.
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The World Economic Situation
in the First Quarier of 1922.

By Eug¢en Varga.

General World Economic Survey.
Although all the material necessary for the estimation of

the develo t of world economy in the first quarter of 1921
is not at d, the fundamental tendencies of this development
may already be clearly perceived. One thing must be emphasized
in this connection: The economic boom expected by the capitalists
in the first quarter of 1921 has not developed.

The general situation is characterized in the February
report of the National City Bank as follows: -

‘ Society the world over is in a state of disorganisation
and confusion. Millions of workers are without employment
or regular income, and their dependent families are in
distress. In the United States the crops of foodstuffs have
been ample, but the producers are unable to dispose of
them at remunerative _l%nou because the would-be consumers
are unable to h.z. at this state of affairs is deplorable
all are agreed. Nobody desires it to continue, but there is
lack of agreement as fo what may be done to remedy the
situation.

This picture of the situation contradicts the optimistic
hopes expressed by the leaders of the American economic life
last autumn. The following are some of the most important

of these statements, according to the Wirtschaftsdienst of
February 3rd, 1922:—

Coolidge, the Vice-President of the United States, says

In a2 communication to the New York Journal of Commerce:—

. “T}lere nn]many signs that our land.is at the be-

gnning of a greatly increased economic boom. A thorough

deflation in aﬁ markets has taken place and now a 8

to have been concluded. All appearances seem to indicate
that business life has obtained a firm foundation.”

at Hoover, Secretary of Commmerce in the present Cabinet,

66 —

“We have experienced the st t fall of prices in
the history of our country, and are still awaiting {:la cer-
‘ain degree Europe’s reconvalescence, but we are in a better
position than all the others and our”prospect for the future
are relatively better. We have gone through a great
:: 11?122 l'?d are now in a good position to better our situation

William C. Redfield, former Secretary of Commerce,

declares
“ We are out of mud and are now climbing up the
slope. Wcmnotyﬂ?ﬂofﬂnvoodsmdhvetﬁﬂpm
far to go before we arrive at normal conditions. But nome
the less, we must say that our progress is evident. ”

Witchell, President of the New York National City Bank,
g:cludd a speech on the economic situation with thet,!ollln-

FERIIERCC A DB RS ) ETILI0 EIUR,
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‘“ The worst lies behind us. The liquidation of stocks
in various branches of business which took place during
1921 and led to the thawing of frozen credits has gone as
far qs_f_)ossnhle; businellmen must now look around for new
possibilities for profit under the conditions of sharper com-
petition. We cannot speak of complete economic prosperity of
our country until the foreign market is again able to absorb
our products. The return of a balanced foreign trade and
the gradual realization of economic laws require (ime. In
companison with various leading countries which 1 visited
recently we are at the present time in a period of com-
pﬁratnve economic prosperity and are the most favored of
all nations.”

i Charles M. Schwab, President of the Bethlehem Steel
Corporation, says:

“ We appear to be around the corner and are on the
way to a new period of prosperity. We have reason to believe
that the worst period of deflation 1s passed and that
gradually adjusting our business to new conditions we will
soon be back to normal times. The necessary adjustment of
&rlxces and wages may require one or two years or more,

t | believe that we will experience a return to great
prosperity when we realize that all of us must bear
today’s burdens.”

On the other hand we must admut, that the slight tendency
toward the 1mgrovement of the economic situation which was
already noticable in the last quarter of 1921 has centinued
through the first quarter of 1022, This improvement is not
apparent all over the world. It is confined mainly to the capitalist
powers—the United States, England and Japan—while the
situation in Central Europe in general has not improved but has
in various regions grown decisively worse. Among the latter
is ltaly, where unemployment has been growing uninterruptedly
for the last six months and where there are at t 600,000
unemployed, Czecho-Slovakia where in the last few months the
crisis has been greatly intensified, while in Germaay, in the
Succession States of fhe former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy
and in the Balkans the situation can be characterized as bad but
unchanged.

When we investigate the signs of improvement of the
economic situation in the leading capitalist countries, we ascer-
tain th;t this i:n a result of the inherent tendencies of
ment of capitalist economy and has not beet brought about g
conscious polnucr»econom{c innovations. The mou‘aitl important
events in the economy of the last
following: —

Rise in Orain Prices on the World Market. .
The rise is rather important. Wheat which in November
lﬂlcoﬂtl.OlpebuhelinChho.meinthec“;umloe
first quarter of 1922 to $1.48 per and although in the

three months are the

Bt
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