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_ The Federation of Soviet Republics

By /. Stalin.*)

The correspondent of the Inprecorr in Moscow inferviewed
comrade Sialin on the umion of the Soviet republics; comrade
Stalin expressed the folowing opinions:

The alliance of the independeant socialist Soviet republics
wio a unified federative state, consummated at the first Federa-
tive Congress at the end of December 1922, represenis a new

se in ihe development of the movement fowards union, already
gun in 1918,

During the years of civil war and intervention, as the
existence of the Soviet republics was in deadly danger, these
republics: were obliged to form a military alliance in order (o
secure their very existence. This phase of military alliance is
now, at.the end of 1921 and the beginning of 1922, passing mt‘
a new phase of development, for the great capitalist powers ha
lost fa n the of intervention, and are aftempting to
re-esfabish capitalis{ Xm&rky in Russia b{idiploma(ic and not
by milifary methods. At Genoa and at the Hague the diplomatic
united front of the Soviet republics acted as a counter force
to the diplomatic pressure of capitalism. The agreement
of the 8 independent Soviet republics, and the Republic of the
Far East, formed on this basis after the Genoa con erence, must
be designated as a creation of this united front. But later on
the Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic proved insuffi-
cienf; the necessify was felt for a closer alliance.

Among the faciors pressing the Soviet republics to union,
one of th: most important is the internal economic situation of
the republics: the great dearth of resources resulting from the
7 years of war; the insufficient financial means at their disnosal
for proper "utilization and development of the fundamental
branches of production. Another factor is the natural division
of work historically originating in the economies of the republics,
and the uniformity of the traffic netwark covering the whole
federation. {

The alliance was further dictated by the position of the
Soviet republics with regard to other counjries., The danger of
attacks on the part of the capitalist powets demands a wnited
ll’ungl a unifed military front, cspecially now that the Red

,'? Member of - the C.E.C. of the Fedération of Socialist

- Republics, and 's Commissar fof Nationalities.

.
\

,and White Russia.
-~ which are not socialist but people’s republics, are not mcluded

Army is reduced to 600,000 men. Besides being liable to military
attacks, the Soviet republics are exposed to the danger of econo-
mic isolation, of being boycotted by the capitalist great powers,
The events that preceded the conference of Lausanne, and those
of Genoa and The Hague, show the endeavour of the Fntente
to isolate the Soviet republics. Unity with regard to foreign
relations is thus a necessity.

Finally, the formation of a united federation of socialist
Soviet republics is actually dictated by the nature of the Soviet
as opposed to that of any bourgeois government, in that 1t is inter-
national n 11s essence, and brings every pressure upon the
working masses of the separafe nationalities to unite mito one
socialist famuly.

The combination of all these factors has prepared the
soil for the alliance.

The initative towards the alliance has been taken by the
republics themselves. Three or four months ago the republics
of Aserbaidshan, Georgia, and Armenia, brought up the ques-
tion of forming an alliance of republics; the Caucasian republics
were joined by the Ukraine and White Russia .

On December 10, e alliance was decided upou by the
Soviet congress of the Caucasian Federation, on December 13,
by the Soviet congress of the Ukraine; and after this decision
had also been accepted by the last All-Russian Soviet Congress
the First Federativ: Congress of the Soviets was held in Moscow
on December 30, and the Federation of Socialist Soviet Republics
was formed.

This Union was joined by: the R.S.F.S.R. as a uniled
federative body, the Trans-Caucasian Republic, also as a ed-
erated whole (Aserbaidshan, Ccorgia, Armenia), the Ukraige)’
The 2 Soviet republics, Bukhara and Khiva

i the federation. The RSF &L’. forms the grealer part of the
federation.

The fundamental grimnciple of the Federation is that the
republics are voluniarily affiliated, have equal rights, and retain
the right of leaving the federation of republics.

The supreme organs of the Federation of the S.S. repu-
blics are: the Federative Central Lxecutive Commitee, based on
proportional representation, amd th¢ Federative Council of

()
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People’s Commi elected by the former qu ag _its Executive
organ. As reglm mz'm .&% foreign
Arade, army, navy, traffic, and foreign relations, are amalgama-
fed,” 80 that commissariats in the separate ics will
¢ease to exist; ‘on the other hand the commussariats finance,
political economy, local government boards, labor, and inspec-
tion, will be retained in each republic, but in such a manner that
they act in accordance with directions #ssued by the correspon-
ding commissariats of the federative céentre. The remaining
commissaria(s, as those for agriculture, justice, education, inter-
nal affairs, etr_f having special reference to the customs and
habits, cultural level, and to the special forms of land cultivation
and jurisdiction of the various peoples, are left to the indepen-
dent regulation of each of the allied republics. One effect of
this is to secure the freedom of national devel t of the
peoples belonging to the Federation of Soviet R lics,

This is the form of peaceful relations, of fraternal co-
opcration, of more than 50 natienalities, within the limits of a
united state now created on the frontier between Eu and

Asia. This is the solution of the nationality tion which has
becn found by the Soviet republics. What the old and much
praised boufgeois democracy has failed to a ish has been

performed at one blow by the new Soviet democracy. The

ples formerly held ether by Tsarism, with the aid of the
mut, within the limits of a single state, and who strove towards
independence with every fibre of their being, these peoples
kave now united of their own accord to form a umited slate
federation, and to point to the world the way towards the for-
mation of the Socialist World Soviet Republic.

|  POLITICS

. The Communist Successes in the
Norwegian Municipal and Rural
Council Elections
By Alfred Aakermann (Christiania).

The municipal and rural district elections took place in
Norway in October and December. The Communist Party ran
candidales in 58 towns. In all, 560 communists were
electod out of 2,120 membres of mumicipal administrative bodies.

conservatives, including the associations of non-party
the democratic parties 246, right-socialists
254, land owners, ibilionists, and other mon-political -groups
285, The labor parties have a majority in five municipalities,
In five others they have as many seats as the bourgeois bloc,
which in nine tows, including the capital city has only one more
vote {hau the labor parties.

During the next three

ears the communists will be the
strongest party in Bergen, Trondhj and 13 other towns.
The cocialists of the rigr‘gt"tllk! the lead in 13 other towns. With
regard to the bourgeoss parties, there is a purely conservative
majcrity only in four places, principally where the prohibitionists
are unpopular, in the remaining municipalitics have a
relative majority, the decision lying here with the few atic
politicians of the middle class.

At—the municipal elections in 1919 the labor party wog
€30 seats. On the occasion of the split which tock place two
{ears later, a great part of the elected fown councillors joined
he social democrats, and formen special orgamizations, for the
most part in opposition to the old party organization. Affer the
split there was a ofal of 333 followers of y majority and
244 soci secessionists in 47 municipalities. 3501 com-
munisfs and 233 rght socialist have now been elected in these
same fowns,

The number of votes cast is of equally great interest. At
the parliamentary clection last year the social democrats for, the
first time set up their own candidates. In 44 towns they then
received 42,000 votes as compared with 80,000 received y .the
communists. This time the two parties received at the municipal
elections in the same towns, 30,000 and 85000 vofes ively,
The commmists have increased their vote from two thirds of
the total labor vote to three quarters. In Christiania the m
Emed 5000 votes. The increase was from 34500 to 39,

the other towns the increase was frox 44,600 to 45800, As
compared with this, the social dmucrafic vote in Christiania
decreased from 11,500 to 9300, and in the other towns from
30,300 to 21,000. The capitalist parties have at the same #ime
sufiered a serious loss of votes, when comparison is made with
the parliamentary election. The abcolute ﬁ'm of fhe communists
mitations now imposed

sal Press

+dependent on
ctly unfavour-

elections displayed the stme polifical character

the working class.

rural

et those hofz m 1\-&‘ comprise almost
thirds population, a :p'uem a very imporiant
factor of local administration, \s dy 'mﬁm the riiral
elections  took in Oclober. The communists gained an
absolute ‘maj in 27 rural councils. In nine others they
one half of the In 25 other rural®district
councils the combined labor parties have the virtual majority.
In onelfrm the party received almost one half of the total
votes. Here 14 communist district councillors were elected out of
29 councillors, ‘8o that the communists have almost the majority
in the district s of this extemsive district. A total of
1,800 communists and 500 socialists were clected to the rural

councils. ‘At the elections three years ago the labor parties had
only 2,050 seats in all.

The new municipal and rural councils soon will be con-
vened. In corsequence of the election results the -Norwegian
Commnunist Party will receive a large number of chairmar’s
(mayor’s) positions, the importance of which varies according to
circumsiances. The communists have gmed great influence _in
the three most important towns of .Christiania, Bergen, and
Trondhjem, and have created a most advanta situation for
the working class by breaking the power hitherto exercised by
the reactionaries. next s&p taken by the party will be the
formation of a union of municipal and rural councils,
administered by the workers, as an instrument for aiding the
workers to reépresent their common interests in the class war.

ECONOMICS

Oh the Denomlnhﬂon of Paper
Mobpey in Soviet Russia
By E. Preobrashensky.

f F"g: ﬁ:‘%oﬂh e hh.lm‘*h‘;ﬂ
a few naughtt ) paper money, that is, it has
carried ‘out” a‘ denommitiation. That we may be clear as to the
signifiance of this proceeding, let us first ask the question: What
is the difference beétween a detiomination and an actual devalua-
tion or depreciation of a currency.

Devalution means a financial measure by which the state
transforms the depreciated currency of the counfry, according to
the rate of exchange, into new securities of fixed or gold value.
The state actually buys up the old monetary mediums at their
market value, ;p:ging the owner either in gold, or in paper
securities of fi or gold value. The bourgeois state which
undertakes such a devaluation thus declares its bankruptcy, for
bourgeois finaricial law considers the constant issue of fresh
rnper money for its budget requirements as a form of internal
oan. Furthermore, a serious devaluation implies that no further
issue of paper money will be made to cover

and assumes

as a pre- —condifions in the state itself, favorable to a
stable valuta,
Denontination, on the other hand, is purely a measure of

convenience. At the first denomination in Soviet Russia last
year, for instance, 100,000 roubles of the old type were rendered
equal to one new rouble of the 1922 issue; 4 noughts were thus
struck off. At this year’s denomination a new rouble becomes
equal to a million roubles, or to 100 roubles of the 1922;
2 further mauglits are thus struck off. “One rouble”™ is written
and spoken instead of “one million”; the rouble of 1922 is worth
the hundredth part of the new rouble; it is equal to a kopek.

Denomination is tbus simply a reduction of the gold
nominals; it does not alter the purchasing m:ewer in any way,
for this purchasing power is determined by laws lating
traffic in goods and money in the country. The sole .iﬁ:
ficance of a denomination is a sithplification of calculation.
denomination of 1923 has thus sfruck off 6 noughts at one time
from the old 4s it was before 1922. But this was not

~ done until the actual value had béen struck off by the process
of fed“?n'echtlon by the market itself, indeed to a much greater
extent.

Neither does _a denomination by any means signify the
transition to a fixed rafe of exchange,

f _The currency may con-
epreciate. In a couniry which has been to
issue o'lmruper mony for many a rly

1 possible. * Such a yearly denomigation

tinue to
resort to
denontination is very

issue of paper money attendant on the circumstance that, where
the factor of issue outweighs

improvement of

Russia to-day). But neither in the one case nor in the other is there
myomoprxn a part of money capital as a result of the
tion, is ;f more than a very limited resumé

of what has alread happenud. The false idea of denomination

currency (as in

also beafs witness to a prejudice 6f bourgeois financial science.
This science invariably regards state issue of paper money,
accompanying sinking monetary standards, not as a particular
kind of tax, but as a certain form of credit operation at the
expense of the i circulation of the country, t h in
acmalhctthhpmytbemewhminuunmmdemﬂn
interests of traffic, and the rate of exchange is fixed, that is,
under quite different financial conditions. Another naive con-
tion results from this: the expectation that a rovermment
which hae occupied itself for some years with the issue of paper
money could reimburee the ation by raising the rate of
ite a from the fact that
the v uu_demlwbyﬂnimesdon permit of reimburse-
y Goay.

4

ment, it is | “impossible from a financial view point to
replace precisely those values which have been lost by the fall
in the rate of exchange. Let the n or the Fren vern-

make an attempt at sating’ their citizens for the
losses they hlveﬂ::iﬁffmdloince ':E war through the depreciation
anc

y be said of the latest Russian denomination that it
m off quite painlessly. The new rouble has alread
i the old “millit;n”, o‘ri, ni:liinn been t’c':ol!?quully
:;lgme' 4 ; and it not bé long before every
have m accustomed {o this new ngd much more
venierit method of counting money. But as soon as condi-
ions .permit to undertake a real financial reform, that is, conc'i-
tions penll'tﬁngla fixed rate of exchange, the question of outward
form will be of secondary iwnm The attual question is
the liquidation of the budget it.

iF
I
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The Staie Bank of Russia
By A. Chvetzov.

L. Its difficulties and achievements,

The Soviet State Bank recently celebrated its first anni-
versary. In October, 1921, the fourth Pan-Russian Executive
Session of the Soviets voted for the establishment of the state
bank which the new economic situation had made necessary. On
the 16th of November following, the State Bank (Gosbank) began
its operations.

The founding of the bank involved almost insurmountable
dﬂﬁ:’cﬂlhe;‘ n:’et, within a year, one sees ﬁm“t;'na nglzc a gnna‘;
na ng a sy s, 4
firm in fhe ct’m%;l“:n:ce”| og the C.

Other equally serious difficulties have been overcome; for

instance establishment of credit. And in applying the ordinary
rules of credit under the onal ciroumstances following close
on a hrtion, the bank has had no light task. How
fix the, rath) i and the interest on credit with a paper
money depreciating? . It was necessary to proceed

one venture

carefu b fo compensate the losses
by the“’ g'l:i? o(‘ lmg', until practical solutions were arrived
at. The bank issues notes on a gold basis and under favorable
circomstances discoumts commercial drafts. It finances nationali-
zed in , it i fo the revival of agriculture by the

&rmh% of .tmn credits “and enicourages the development

, "~ One :‘homdmmemion I;ere,h among thf1 hu_xli_ll:’s commftma:
Operations, ite participation in the corn trade. The agriculura
Mml:‘; Mtug;h“ldy sufficient for ite task, and the Bank

hw R by the purchase of grest quamtities of

The Bask an important part in the repairing of
m«:buﬂdhz:‘ in city and country. Inﬂﬂumh?nh
tive has largely encouraged and credits freely granmted,
Before reviewing the chief results obtained the State
Bank in Russia, it should be remembered that they fiave had fo
be atlained under the greatest gonible difficulties. The bank has
bad to improvise, to adapt itself to situations both mew and
unforeseen even by the experts; in short, to achieve revolutionary
resals in a period of transition.
Note: the figures ed in the following sections are in
roubles.

Il. Loans on Wheat.

The loans on wheat continue to be repaid. A total sum of
10 million gold roubles has been covered as follows:

1. 'sl':kfmvindd branches of the Bank . 3,966,655 or 9.7 %
2 at M e e e ... 2013084, 201 %

3. Sol to State organs (To nationalized
industries and {o co-operatives) 1,772320 ,, 177 %

4. Exch inst merchandise with
nati zed industries . . . . 2768 , 260%

5. Given fto tives and fo state
organs on basis of long term loans 1,000,000 , 100 %

6. Sums turned over fo various com-
missariats in payment of salary arrears 990,261 ,, 9.9 %
10,000,000 or 100 %

Most of the bonds have finally found their way into the
hands of the peasant population, which has received them in one
way or another, from private industry or administration and are
used for the payment of faxes in kind.

80 % of the bo.ds have been exchanged against merchan~
dise or m in ready monev. Thus the object of the loan, whichi
was fo ish the State Bank with resourceg which permit the
restriction of emissions, has been attained.

The loan on wheat has also acoustiomed the masses
especially in the country to appeal with confidence to the credit
facilities of the Stafe.

Ill. Loans for the purchase of Horses.

The lack of horses is one of the worst drawbacks forn
agricultural Russia, 1uined b inzerialis( and civil war and by
famine. Consequently, the State Bank has, since August, placed
important sums at the disposal of the peasants for the purchase
of horses.

Theee credits age at the dis 1 of the Commissariat of
agriculture and of famine relief. loan, bearing 5 % interest,
is to be repaid in two instalinents by the ist of December, 1924.

Preference, in ditributi the loan, is given to those
injured in war and industry and to peasants who have lost their
horses either in the service of the state or as a result of a
public calamity.

' IThe Commission lor the Revival of Cattle Raising
examines all the horses received, so that the population receives
none but healthy animals.

The horses are bought in Kuban, in the Orenbour
region, in Siberia and in the Ukraine. The arrival of the firs
consignment of horses from Kazan, about the 20th of October,
created a great stir among the peasants.

The establishment of loans for the purchase of horses 18
provini, in the rural districts, one of the most fortunate activities
of the State Bank.

IV. The Development of Banking Operations.

The State Bank of Russia, today, possesses 133 branches
(19 banks of deposit, 79 branches, 35 agencies).

On January 1, 1922, its balance was reckoned at 476.4
million roubles; on November Ist it was 71,321 millions.

At the same time the current accounts have increased from
171,800,000 {o 17,549 millions. On May 1, the State Bank
possessed only 35 % of the total sumne issued by the Soviet Re-

lic, on November ist, it retained in its vaults 17 %, which
indicates a remarkable increase of business and a rapid streng-
thening of the nublic confidence.
iscount has undergone a similar development. Beginning
in April, reaching the sum of 123.4 millions of roubles on the
1st of May, it attained the sum of 6,031.7 millions on No-
vember 1st.

In, six months, credit on letters of exchange has increased

45 times. The interest on discount of bills for short terms has



o

B

21st of June, to 2% per month (Up to

has financed nationalized industries,
long term loans, om the

of
D oy
illi on Augus
13?7:38..1:1 m’Odd’er 1st, 11,004.

March, the Bank began its operations in
agricultural credit. The loans nted to agriculture increased
ively from 11 millions ( rnl 1st), to 121 millicns (May
1st); 682 millions (August 1st); 1,136 (October 1st); 1,534 millions
(November 1st). credit was chiefly granted to manufacturers
of farm machinery, to nationalized agricultural improvements, to
model cultivation euterprises, etc. Agricultural credit can hardly
attain any great without the help of
co-operation.

Since November, 1921, the Bank has assumed the trans-

mission of capital 1o and from foreign countries. At first, the

h the Bank were twurned over to the

at th:“nte ?i‘o e_n:lmni gem ailing oa

that day. Afier May 1922 it could be done in gn currency,

at ﬁrs(ynl a rate fixed brv the Bank, later at a rate esiablished by
A special commission. Ii will soon be paid at the rate prevaili
on the money market. Ihe State Bank will deduct a tax of 3

at Moscow amd Petrograd, and of 5 % in the provinces.

Conmmencing in May 1922, the amount of capifal trans-
mitted to ioreignngo‘mh'i«’mmqh the of the State Bank
had increased, by the 1st of November, to a total of 1,242,292
roubles, The Bank ntnxofliromlé:m’dto:'%iﬁrﬁm
operations. At first, this consisted almost enti small sums,
evidently for the persomal use of the recip{cm. But the
remitiances of a commercial character have been npidlg

iplyi some mouths. In September, 930 consignmen
Russia fo foreign countries were registered, of
i ﬂl% In October
,162 consigmments, a fotal of 356, roubles (One baM in
exchange).

To [acilitate this tramsmission of money, the State Bank
is contemplating the direct alliance of its branches at Kiev,
Kharkov, Odessa, Rostov-on-Don, Minsk, Vit quorow!sh
Nikolaev, Ekaterinoslav, Elisavetgrad and H T with foreign
countries. This alliance exists, as yet, only in Petrograd and

SCOW. -

extent agricultural

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

The Revolutionary Trade Union
Movement in 1the Balkans

By G. Dimitrov.

The trade union movement in the Balkan _states (Bulgaria,
avia, Roumanta, Greece, and Turkey) is compara
With the exception of the trade union
within the territory of the one-time Austro-Hungarian state, which
was united to Yugoslavia, the trade unioms of the other Balkan
countries have been formed during the last 20 years.
The trade union movement in the Balkans is developi
in the atmosphere of a violent class war between labor a
capital. The competition anzc:dpnssm of the considerably more
werful and better organi Eurogj.n capitalism has "caused
5; workers to be exploited with a barbarism which ouly finds
comparison in the backward colonial and semi-colonial countries.

Even before the war the trade unions were forced fo carry
on long and difficult s for every trifling improvement in
working conditions, while in many other European countries cer-
tain improvements wete gained by means of peaceful negotiations
between trade unions capitalists,

The trade unions of the Balkan states have had to fight

for the bare right of existence, have had fo defend themselves
against many atlacks involving grcat conflicts and sacrifices.

counfries as is the case in the Europea
has not been able to influence the {heory a
union movement in the direction of ¢
boration between the proletariat and

- . wm “
i »«a.~.»u-3.’.' ey X oh M | voveay pa M

has been even less room for a frade union v
play flunkey to the bourgeocisie. .
Thlsoﬁ.ediwlyuphi-
trade unions did not permit welves fo be
ﬂn:ﬂf!’l u;l:dtbenoelvg “theinpu'hlmw
&Mhmam%mm&m

union centre existi
up r joined the Red centre in Oclober 1 the latter
being affiliated to the R.I.L.U. since its foundation. This effecied
the complete unity of the Bulgarian trade union movement, a unity
entirely revolutionary. : .

After the revoluti trade unions were i

Yugoslavia, tBhe r:lformish voured fo h;;d t;e legal trade uni:

ut although were aided by government
take possession of the bmﬂ'q furnishings, etc. of the
revoluﬁonlx‘mdc unions, sti not succeed in winning
over more than a few dozen deluded workers.

The working masses of South Sfavia utferly scorn fhe
ml;mnish, and mthe ngiq;ermr does not prevent them !rog
uniting in revolutionary tra possessing great powers
resistance. On the other hand, the hmnblelgﬂma of revoiu-
tionary socialism W the trade union movement in the
Balkan sfates from affected by anarcho-syndicalism.

in B ia

. Itis in Bu

Fianks 1o
a position to organize the resistance
italist offensive in ive peace, and are
th ﬁ‘t success. At the t time
a by a united strike movemen
ed trade unions. This unanimous and o zed resis
the working masses against the attack of capital has al
excellent fruit in Bulgaria.

Not only has the eight hour day been retained, and the
main objective of the capitalist offensive thus su
ded, but in some of the most
been possible to 5“- an actu r
the average cost Jf hiving in Bulgaria rose ﬁn A
and October 1922, and ing this mm
influence of the trade unions, in leather,
tobacco ind”uun'(?‘nm in the bu trade, wenh -
35% to 40%. average wage ria is however
40% lower than before the war.)

This energetic - resistance naturally the "industrial
ta.anqulreorgmizingmmd 3 in their works
and factories, led by White Guard Russian:officers. In many
places these bands have ai- aftempted to attack the
and to render strikes impossi It is grati to note that the
hvorabled influence of (})eu‘R:LLU. and olﬁu:; k-is prom:ﬁgg
the id formation o proletarian fighting front o
workr:rls)l of tge Balkans against the capitalist %ﬂ::gn.
Mthemﬁntwemuubledhmvm_hinausi
dumea(ha“helgu e uisites for an organized fi
front must be created in ,
nr::t. The formation of this front is the most important task of
the trade union movement in the Balkan states at the present time.
There is no doubt whatever that the {remendous difficulties
obstructing the develo; of the trade union movgmnt,t_hc
white Terror in Yugoslavia, the violent persecutions in Roumania,
and , and the attacks of armed bourgeois bands in
Bulgania, will be shorily overcome by the zevolutionary .trade
uition movement.

for the trade union move."

The Capitalist Offensive against
the Eight Hour Day in Ausiria
By Erast Haidt (Vienna).

When the National Assembly in 1919, resolved on the forty-
eight bour week for and the forty-lour hour week
for youthful workers and women, the capitalists were still influ-
enced by the ian power. T were anxious (o
show ihe workers a different coumtenance, to make them forget
what they had suffered before and during the war at the hands
of these same capitalists. The resolution of the National Assew-
bly did not proceed from coaviction, it was a ession which
it could not avoid. The Social Democrat Han , as secreiary
of state, also took good care o provide so many exeptional regu-
lations that it was not difficult to pass the bill. Bul after aboul
three months he himself began o pick holes in this shop-window
measure of the Austrian Social ats_and fo reshape it
more in accordance with capitalist desires. 'Ege first thing was
to do away as far as possible, with the 44 héar week, which at
first applied to all women without exception. A decree issued by
Han ordains that the 44 hour week is only valid in umder-
takings in which women are in the majority. The empioyers
gladly accepted this hint. All ofiicials, foremen, etc., were ki!(d
to the number of workmen, so that in most undertakings the
required majority of male workers was found. In the state
tobacco and cigar faclories a Emmem agreement was made
with the workers’ organization three hours weeldy overtime,
80 :m :‘O:l}l: we‘re w?md “week insiead of 44. IT the
wo:l slate railways the ““ necessary irs to plant”
weis put ird by the organization, as a preter;?. for squeezing
10 hours overtime weekly out of (he workers employed. Thus
the first atlempts at lboihiing the eitht hour day, and the 44
hour week for 'women, were njade yﬂuaociafdemocmic
secretary of state and by the leaders of the reformist organizations,

The capitalists were naturally encouraged by this example
and wherever it was possible (he enl'gm hour day was made a
dead letter, for the time at least, I:‘ e introdiction of avertime.
It must be especially noted that this was done wih the conni
vance and even the aid of the reformist trade umion. Even in the
undertakings of the city ol Vienna, the depulies of which are three
quarters Social Democrats, the eight hour day was temporarily
set aside by the demand for overtime.

The slogan chosen the capitalists, the ernment, and
the trade umions for ﬁnbvyvork gp remns(rudig: was “more

. The Social Democrats somewhat shame-facedly inter-
Eded this motto as signifying that the eight hour day was to

used to the fullest extent, that the workers should work as
industriously as possible.

Thus the way had been sufficiently prepared for the capi-
talists by the. trade umion leaders before the actual attack was
made. So long as the markets were favourable, the greater number
of undertakings could do no more than merely wich for longer
working hours. But the scene changed with the beginning of the
crisis, with its attendant wholesale dismissals of workers. Fven
more were di ed than necessary, in order fo exercise
pressure on the “high wages “, and to weaken the resistance of
the workers fo reductions, wages — g0 the capitalis's
argued—will induce the workers to work the ninth and the
tenth hour, to compensate for the shortage of wage.
It is an actual fact that in one mini underiaking, 280 workmen
were dismissed on the of work, and were

h (he{_h.
1

isolated it is especially in small underiakings, standing
sione, that the employers ople,lﬂy‘ approach the workers with the
demand for longer working hours. The plans of the Seipel
government fowards a_“sound basis ’ are obviously drawn
up with the intention of extorting the longest possible worl:kix
S o vt gt vk e S
willing aid fow. worki ours. In the “Engine
Driver”, mcﬁf’m rail yu:egn’s organization, it was
explained that the eight hours only applied fo the time of actual
official duty. Preparatory and s t work were not 10 be
reckoned, go that the pra carrying out of this organization
shift involves at least 10 hours Working hours based
on thic interpreration have actually already been introduced, step
by nt&ol course, 8o that we have no er 10 reckon on an
eight hour day for engine drivers but with a niie hours day.
In private in({uurinl ngs, 60 to 100 % of which are at
ST cpiOrers b o ok 1 i
. worki r8. are
{0 increase the a of unemployed, to
, and fo increase fhe
utilize these in their

ot 9
pi h
empl‘:{.ed, the feading 1
capilalist conferences, ig
ight hour day.

So lar as the reformist trade un
talists will find but few cbsta
have already demonstrated (hat they are no
rate, but are prepared to further, a violat
day.k.Forlum!ely, _?le irs i
working people. To their honor it must be said {hat
resisted every attempt at bri have only mu:mxed to
the extreme pressure of trade union burearcracy. It may thus be
confidently u‘gened that, as soon as all undertakings are running
again, they will defend ves against the united attacks. The
eight hour day law in Ausiria was, in actual practice, only an
ollicial sanction of an already existing state of affairs.
categories of workers had already fought for and won an 8%
hour workin? day. The workers will thus be able, despite the
endeavours of the capitalists, and despite a complacent trade union
bureaucracy, to maintain the eight Eour day and to render all
altacks against it abortive.

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

The Strugg¢le of the Soviel Republic
against the Counier-Revolution
By Ashmarin.

(On the occasion of the fifjth anniversary of the Tcheka.)

. The *All-Russian Extraordinary Commission for combate
h:g counter-revolution and profiteering (the Tcheka) was foun-
ded on the 20th of December, 1917, in rograd. During the
first period of its adivit{, the technical apparatus of the com-
mission was uoctedlnzl{ imited; it was composed of a collegium
of 10 and of 120 employés. The development of the struggle
with the counter-revolution obliged the commission to grlduxﬁly
enla its apparatus, until it became a mi hty organization
extending over the whole country. We shal try to trace in
broad outline what the Tcheka has brought to light from out of
the subterranean darkness of counter-revolutionary conspiracy,
and to ‘give a slight idea of all this extraordinary organ has
been able to accomplish towards saving the workers' and npea-
sants’ state.

The Soviet Republic inherited many mighty bourgeois
organizations from the Kerensky government; these had gradu-
ally deserted Kerensky, and being disappointed with the revolu.
tion, longed to return to the past. 1her§‘l?ssian bourgeoisie, and
the liberal democratic classes closely related to it, gathered
together in Moscow in July 1917, after the Cadets had withdrawn
from the Coalition Government, and attempted to mobilize all
non-socialist elements in the country from this centre. In the
middle of October the National Political Council was form
which worked towards the restoration of the monarchy, an
opened up connection with the counter-revolutionists Koltchak
and Denikin, then abroad.

The Trade and Industrial Comittee united the big bLour-
geoisie of Moscow, which had no faith in the rrovisional govern-
ment, and greatly feared the threatened proletarian revolution.
The activity of {he Commission in the period 1918—19 shows the
hidden side of-the struggle of the big bourgeoisie against the
Soviet power. The representatives of the Committee requently
visited the German assy in Moscow, at the same time keep-
ing up relations with the Allies. The agents of the Commitice
succeeded in penetrating into various Soviet organs. The Com-
mittee lived solely on the hope of the overthrow of the Soviet
power, made active preparations for reconquering the natio-
nalized factories should counter-revolution be victorious, and
financed the bourgeois counter-revolutionary organizations,

Weé now pass to the organizations which were founded
after the NovemE:r Revolution.

The Right Centre was founded in March, 1919, by the
representatives of the National Council, the Cadets, and other
counter-revolutionary organizations. Ifs main object was the
resumption of the Eastern front against Germany, and for this
purpose it jved the instructions of fhe Enfente, and was -
supported by the S.R’s. In fhe autumn of 1918, the Right
Cepnit’:e collapsed, as most of its leading functionaries went south.

The stma and the role of the Lea&:e of Rebirth have been
made sufficienily clear by the. trial of Right Social Revolu-
tionaries.

The "Leagae of Rebirth occupied a common platform
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Rebi
Whi uard Geweral Alexeyev, with the repre-
sentatives of the Entente, and unmited in a bloc with the Asso-
ciation of Socialist Parties maintaining the Idea of the State ana
the League of Rebirth. Tts agents endeavoured fo disorganize
the army, its Petrograd organizations performed the work of
spies for Yudenich.

In May 1918 the Tcheka discovered a great
revolutionary conspiracy of the Association for the Defense of
Fatherland and Liberty, headed by Savinkov. The members of
this organization, one-time officers, enlisted in the Red Army
withouf mentioning their 8:1. The aim of the organization was
to umite the officers, on comumon ground of patriotism and

hate against the Soviet power. The risings in Moscow and
azan were ented by the Tcheka, but the centre of the
association and set to work energetically to reconstitute the
organizations and to make fresh plans. Risings in various dis-
tricts of Russia were projected in connection with the
landing of the Allies in Archangel,
nuclei everywhere. The planned uprisings were discovered in
time, and the White Ongd- received proper punish

In the summer 1918, the Entente missions were
exceedingly active. These were headed b{l the English representa-
tive Loc The Tcheka discovered the whole netwogk of the

of the Enfente agents; the material found in the possession
of these, showed that the agents of the Entente had not only to
act as spies, but were also concerned in the disorganization of
the Red Army, the blowing up of bridges, etc. Lockhart,
Lavergne (French agent), and Pool (American agent), were
exchanged for the eviki retained in the concemtration camps
of England and France. Their agents had however to answer
:o. 1:1_5- Supreme Revolutionary Tribunal, in the famous “Lockhart

ria

The Tactical Centre, which was composed of monarchists,
Cadets, Social Revolutionaries, Mensheviki, and other Tou
stood for the recognition of the Koltchak government, .5:1
showed great activity in the cause of overthrowing the Soviet
power; it is solely due fo the watchfulness of the Tcheka that this
most dangérous organization was rendered harmless in time.

The first collapse of the Association for the ense of
Fatherland and Liberty took place after the famous Yaroslav
rising, when the White Guards were successful in seizing rover
Aﬂh: the rising in Yaroslav had been suppressed, and after
ot atlempts at mutiny had been preven the association
ceased to cxgl, but came to life again in lm‘d'h:is organization
was finally crushed by the Tcheka in 1921.

We make only brief mention of the provocations of the
central committee of the Left Social Revolutionaries, which
mspired the murder of the German ambassador Mirbach, and
attempted a rising for seizing power in Moscow. We only draw
attention to the fact that at the moment of the rising, half of the
collegium of the Tcheka was composed of left 1 revolutio-
naries; the deputy chairman and the majority of the troops were
also from the ranks of the Social Revolutionaries. This is the
sole explanation of their km?on.ry success. Our rapid and
energetic action was successful in arresting the fraction of the
Left Social Revolutionaries at the Soviet congress, and to put an
end to these futile attem .

Everyone will still remember the murderous act
trated against the Moscow committee of our party in Leoniev
St., where many of our party comrades were killed and wounded.
The Tcheka speedily dPl:covered the culprits, and arrested all
the “subterranean anarchists” concerned in the affair. This
organization, though “left” in phraseology, maintained relations
with the White Guards of the Ukraine and of the Don .district.

In Petrograd the Tcheka had no light task. Here the
conspiracies one-time officers were frustrated, and in
November 1919 a conspiracy organized by an English spy was
discovered. In the summer of 1921, the Tcheka discovered’a
huge conspiracy which seriously threatened the republic. The
Tcheka crushed the great milifary and terrorist organizations
connected with the Mencheviki and the S.R.’s,

The Tcheka played an important role in the unceasin
struggle with the right social revolutionaries. The activity o‘
the right S.R’s was revealed in its true light before the prole-
tariat of Russia and of the whole world at the public S.R. trial
keld in Moscow during the summer of this year.

It is solely due fo the energy of the TFcheka -that the
Russian peasantry has been finally freed from the bamditism

ruthlessly the T ceased to piay & grest
we were able to proceed with peaceful construclive work.

The Tcheka, now dissolved, was
adapted to peaceful conditions, the M%WAM .
tion (G.P.U.)

The new economic policy, , which represents a medium fo
the economic revival of a coun by’.imperhl né
civil war, leaves a loophole through whi , an istic

fight against the enemies of
the trlmtos &: the economic fiel mdrkmmdbe p
s _80cial traitors, wh wo : i
and stopped—thegse are the future fasks of m?ﬁp.u.
e Ti?i:‘ work was I::rried on by O.P.U&" ke
with an en no means inferior to shown
heroic Extnordine?r; &n-nhdon 4

FASCISM
The Reig¢n of Terror in Iialy

By Umberto Terraccini

All the Halian mewspapers, Fascis 0-Fascist, neutral,
and anti-Fascist, publish long% on &e%ﬁnl carnage in
Tmriﬂ hrl‘;t'"im-ha m;th; ulla.!!odl.dind ihd
cowardly s ere ca rih confusion and
disgust.. The baz chronicle of events

: suffices,
ous. It may be h t i the unbridled
renciin, ebing. it Thess avsrde mee A s6il ot enough to

e Bharsh ropati oF parkionrts el s o S o
give a ca of
terror, fa these the ‘owgwloequnn nevnpapcry.l.a
“. ... The kilking of the tramway worker Chislero
was a most dramatic episode. He was dﬁh‘:ﬂn with his
wife and child, when a knock was heard at the ‘door. He}gt :

opened the door, and asked: ‘“Whom are y lootﬂz ng for?
tramway worker Matteo Chilero.” ] ’II:' 8
n:g:dltﬂveumun?mtlur?hrot%ﬂ:«e rd. Wife an
chi and ca or help, man
fell; a'gxl‘ﬁ I‘:rd gone through an artery . ...”

“. .. . The shoe-maker Mafio Probo, now lying severely
wounded in hospital, met a troop of Fascists, who placed h
a.lorry and drove him away ‘from Polefer, Here two shots were
fired at him, and he was thrown into the water. The scene had
been observed by some citizens, who, after fhe Fascisti had gone
away, pulled him out of the water and took him to the hospital . . "

“. ... Karl Berruti was conducted outside of the town in a
motorcarby4or5ﬁsdsti;i:ewathmnddmwithiheorder
to run. A number of shots put,an.end to his life . . .”

“. ... The tramway X¥sigant Luxw i Barolo met a Fascist
patrol. He was asked: “A¥e you Barolo?” “Yes”, wat 4
and a shot stretched the unhappy man to {

“ ...InBo .
a rcntla'orh:ag:,iyin‘wﬂhhi‘hudhl of blood,
the breath rattled in his throat. He'was taken fo the hospital

Chiomo and he is well known in Turin. The 2
him and a' friend of his in fhe affernoon, and aftérwards
released the friend; some witnesses maintain the Fascist
dragged Chiomo: through the town' the whole'ever b 2 i
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. % .. . -Shortly after midnight, a maaufaciurer who was
going aloag the Corso noticed a man lying in the street and
groaning. He had a large shot wound in the forehead, his face
was covered with blood. The man was discovered to be Pietro
Fer secretary to the Turin metal workers’ section; he was
ve | known, having always had to carry out the negotiations
wil;i the l\iﬂionﬂee and manufacturers during trade union con-
flicts

“. ... During an expedition a Fascist patrol entered the
tavern of a certain Leone Mazzola. All that is known up to now
is that the ueighbours heard a tremendous noise, and several
shols. When the security officials appeared shorfly afterwards,
they found Mazzela dead in his bed. A dagger stab-had wounded
him in the body, a shof from a revolver hagiit him in the temple.
It is assumed that the Iascisti had found the sign of the hammer
and_sickle when searching the house . . .”

‘. ... About 2 o' lock last night the Fascisti set fire to the
Labor Headquarters, which they had occupied in the morning.
The signal for the fire was given by a loud exp osion, a shell wiih
a fuse having been placed for the purpose at the high:st point of
the building, the tower. lrom here the flames syread with the
greafest rapidity to the lower s'ories. The {lam:s darted from
all the windows, spreading with enormous speed, being fed by
benzine purposely poured on the fioors . .. ”

This incendiary act had been carefully prepared in every
detail. Fascisti with whom we have conversed have told us this
themselves. It was intended to completely destroy the whole
building. And the fire did actually reach ({e interm>diate siory
and the ground floor prem'ses within a very short time. I'rom
time to time the defonations of percussion caps were heard,
inlerxjrsed with the more violent explosions of bombs and mines
inten to spread the fire as rapidly as possible.

The half open door presentl ¥ell a prey to the flames; a
dark figure had poured in an inflammable liquid causing it to
take iire. - A

The, Fascisti formed a complete chain of tr around the
buildi The unmoving figures in their black shiris contrasted
sarangely to the purple background of flames. When the fire
was at 1ts height, the Fascist song * Giorinezza " was sung, ac-
companied by the music of a band. A large rol! of paper was
brought out of the Labor Chamber, which served to kindle bon-
fires here and there.

Numierous Fascisti and small groups -of _soldiers of the
royal guard ﬁpolice troops) remained near the burning building.
Some few police constables also put in apperance, but these
were ented from doing anylhmf; by A&c molute determina-
tion of the Fascisti to have the tuilding completely ruined. This
determination was confirmed by the fact when the fire brigade
received news of the fire, and hastened to the spot to extinguish
the fire, the Fascisti forbade the fire brigade to even approach
the burntg building . . .”

‘. . . The dead bodies of two men, apparently workmen,
were found in a ravine near the Barriera di Casale. Near one
of them a piece of paper was found with the inscription: * You
have paid for it, canaille!” . . .”

The frightful list of dead is not concluded; every day
brings fresh names of unfortunate victims, new details of tragedy.
The Fascisti are absolutely determined to break the las| resistance
of the red city.

On the evening of the day of horror, in, the midst of the
raging terror, the followin commun.iTré was placarded by the
mi ihr’ command of the Turin Fascisti:

‘ The citizens are herewith called upon {o raise the na-
tional ﬂag;ednped with crape, as a sign of mourning for the
death of young Fascist Dresdal”

THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

The “Women’'s Question”
at the 1V. World Congress.
By Else Baum.

The women’s question was one of the items on the agenda
of the IV World Congress of the Communist International. It
was. necessary to have this question discussed at the congress,
for it is one of the most burning questions which confront the
proletariat today and imperatively demands solution.

Capital is attacking all along the lne, and the proletariat
is completely lost if it not defend itselt {ooth and nmail
Unifed and unanimous the proletariat must take up its position
of defense, must, oppose the front of the exploited to the front
of capital. But fhis front will be incomplete, will contain gaps,

if women do not take their place.in it. The women who are ex-
ploited in the factories and who receive smaller wa
than the men for the same work, or who work for untold hours
in the Houschatd for r~ payment whatever; these women who
to-day still form for the most dpart-n compact reactionary mass,
may lo-morrow be the comrades in arms of the revolutiona )
class-conscious, fighting workmen, if the communists sucmcdrz:
winning their confidence.

.. Ihese women are easily won over, for the capitalist offen-
sive is sowing misery and death in their ranks. The abolifion of
the eight hour day signities more than prolonged working hours
for the proletarian women. It signifies that they will now have
to work day and night to fulful their dutjes as worker, house-
wife, and mother. Ihe wom:n are the first sufierers when the
regulations relating to workwomen, profection of motherhood,
and social insurance, are slackened. The increased exploifation
and starvation signify immediate danger to life for the women
and their children: J;cy are the casiest victims to tuberculosis,
The objective conditions are thus ein 1 for wnning- over the
woni>in for the conflict,

The most imporiant question is o ascertain whal methods
have [roved most efficient in 1afluencing the mentulity of prole-
farian women? What are the resuts of experience? That special
methods must be required to reach this backward s:ction of the
proietariat is clear to everyone who 1s not wilfully blind. But
at the ccm%ress. 1t was stll necessary, {o again draw aitontion to
and specially emphasize the fact, that particular methods must be
emp.oyed for inducing waomen fo take their place i the prole-
tarian fighting front. Comrade Zetkin made this perfectly clear
in her emphatic and unequivocal speech: “We m st not forget
that the broad masses of women live under special social condi-
tions. The exceptional position accorded to the female sex in
human society has been the means of imparting a special psycho-
logy, and as a general rule it appears that women best under-
stand how 1o carry oul communist work amongst women. Ia the
ccuntries ‘where such special organs exist, as for instance in
Bulgaria, Germany, etc, the communist women’s movement has
become a force in the general communist party life. The same
naturally applies 1o Russia.”

It was necessary to emphasize this, for even within the
Commumist International there are comrades who have not suffi-
cient faith in this work. They see specires in broad daylight.
They regard every atiempt at special organization as an attempt
o proiect mere sex rights. Many comrades, especially in England
and Irance, are sull possessed with fear of the undoubtedly
harmful women’s movem>nts which have done so much to weaken
class cousciousness. The fear is without foundation. 1he line
of class antagonism has been drawn with particular cicarness
during the last few years, it has not stopped at (he “wealier sex”,
and an unbridged chasm yawns belween tie worker bees n-
dustriously gnlﬁrrmg trcasure, and the droncs of the le sured
class. Women do not soar ‘n the clouds like Raphael's ma lonna,
they stand with both feet on the hard ground of the capialist
world. The actual expericnce of recent years has demonsirated
that there are no so-called purely feminine interes s bnding all
wom:n fo one another without distinction of class. In every case
where there is a queston of so-called special women's interests,
in questions of protection for working women, mothers, and chil-
dren, of aid during confinement, protest agamst abortion laws,
efc, the women members of Parliament have invariably bowed
obediently under the yoke of their class laws. The “women's
rights” movement has ceased to be a real danger to the class
movcment of the female probetariat.

Comrade Zetkin’s report on the work of the Internat.onal
Women's Secrctariat showed that a start has bcen made in all
countries, that the beginnings of a communist women's movcment
aiready exist. She could even report that excellent resulis have
already been aftained in various countries. Women, especially of
late, have taken more and more active part wn defending thems-
selves against the lowering of their conditions of living, and
against the abolition of the eight hour day. The awakening of the
women of the proletariat was internationally cxsﬁresscd at the
international women’s confcrence, and in the relief action for
Soviet Russia. It coukd also be seen from the report that all the
weaknesses and deficiencies of the party are mirrored in the
women's movement. The firmer and more purposeful in action
a communist party is, the more united its organization, then the
firmer and more concrete is the organization of the masses of
women within this party and under its control. Every error and
confusion within the party kas a paralysing effect on the work of
the women. Thus 11?: strife in the French and IHalian parties,
and the weaknesscs of the English Commumst Party, have :ot
failed to retard th: mobilizaiion of the proletarian women of these
couniries. Petly bourgcois reformist lendencies, retained by some
parties as relics of a social democratic past, are also not without
influence on the work amongst women.
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But the fact must none the less be recogmized that the participa-
tion of the prolefarian women working in factories, warkshops,
ete. will be of more decisive significance, both as regards the
t economic struggles for the improvement of conditions of
ing, and the fight for political power. - The times
omen to enter the proletarian fighting organizations, to
enter the Parly. This weakness of the Party has a fatal effect on
the trade umion movement. The communis{s in the trade unions
have done very little up to now towards uniting and organizing
the working women. This neglect must be made good. The
efficiehcy trade v ion work in factories and workshops, the

establishment of closer relations between the communist n
and the leadership of the Party—these are thé factors upon which
the bringing about of closer connections depend, and these closer
connections must be made between the centrals of political agita-
tive work among the women and the working women organized

in the communist nuclei.

Besides the report from Russia, which showed the steady
:{ﬂemﬂic manner in which women areentering into the commu-
8t sphere of thought, and into the le for communist econo-
mics, there was another most inmua‘g}' , by comrade
Kasparova, on work a the women of the t. Here com-
munist agitative work faMls on a soil already ploughed by capi-

talism.

During the congress there was a special meeting held by
the women delegates from all countries, participated in K
number of male party comrades. This conference re in
many stimulating ideas and practical suggestions for work amon
women being brought forward, and succeeded in bringing abou
that for which wriften intercourse had proved 'madequue:rr-
sorial relations among the comrades, and insight into the condi-
tions of the various parties which is so absolutely necessary if
there is to be mutual comprehension, and if correct judgments on
international conditions are to be formed.

oo With- that which is only found in theCommunist
con, and the conference of women
'discussed all the faults and deficiencies of the various

parfics and their work.

The resolutions passed by the congress will help to render
the parties strong, united infernally, and prepared for battle;
when they are carried out in all seriousness, {hey will, at the
eame time, give a forward impetus fo the proletarian women’s
movement. ‘rhe working class can neither defend itself success-
m{, nor effectually combat the bourgeoisie, if broad masses of

etarian women stand on one side, or even form an actual ob-

stacle in the way. On the other hand, only the united working

class can cmmc:me the working wonmien. - We communist women

join with Klara Zetkin in saying: “We womeén want to take orrt

all the work and struggles of the Communist Parties and of the

International and it is our ambition to stand in the front rank”.
N

APPEALS

To the Working Youth of the World!

" New imperial wars threaten the world:

The war jn the Near East, the conflicts of the imperialist
F’m at the different conferences, fhe constant threats of the
rench bourgecisie with the occupation of the Ruhr valley,*
the enslavement of  Austria, the refusal of the border states to
accept Russia’s plgmah of disarmament—all this shows the
atmosphere to be ;{ged with storm. The standing 'armies
alone, which numbered 6 millions of men before the war, have
today increased to 11 millions. The capitalist states are arming

for fresh wars!

The bourgeois preparations for a new war are closel

connecied with the advences being made by reaction W a
countries. In many states the White Terror rules. In Maly it
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v Comrades, Young Proletarianst -
.. AH this shows with frightful distinctness tha{ ihe capi-
lolist states are working unremittingly in preparation jor a new
war! y
. The. first victims of war have glways been, and alwa L)
Will be, [Pom the ranks of working youth, ﬁey serve as cann&:
fodder and have to bear the most terrible sufferings and
privations. :
The youthiul workers must.therefore be the first to declare
deterniined war agaifrst all new wars. '

Working youth!

Millions of your elder brolhers, of all nations and races,
were phnzhteredm gt:n'ing the Jlast ‘urd‘_in the izurhgmthd the
bour, ie. alltring promises made to you e war
haye all been broken, and all that the working class has gained
from the last war is. blackest misery, alike whether the workers

to the vanquished or the “victorious” capitalist countries,

A peace conference was recently held at The Hague, but
led to no practical result. No real and practical measures
against war were resolved n;;ou. The working youth can wait
no longer. /t muast begin with the propaganda needed to arouse
the working class of the whole wi t is only in this way
that really effectual war against war can be carried on. :

The I congress of the C.Y.IL has commissioned the E.C.
to propose to the wo social democratic youth internationals,
despite all differa:motopinim,tofom.uﬁtedfrm_tiorﬂn
fight against imperialism and reaction, and fo participate in_an
international propaganda week against war; to take place from
March 1118, 1923, y g

' Youthiul working men and women; soldiers and sailors!

The working class is not defenceless. United in deter-
mined fighting ranks, it can frustrate all the designs of capi-
talism, can oﬁer an iren resistance against which every attack
is shattered. e Sght agai i ﬁ;ﬂd ‘! .

"+, Join us in the aingt a new rialist war! Eve
meunlu 10 bé-used 16 co it. Revoluﬂa':'ap:y _ lurikemz_
revolution in case of war, For the annulnfent of the peace treaties
of Versetiies, St: Germain, etc., treafies which signify the enslave:
ment of innamerable millions of workers, and are bound {o be the
cause of fresh wars. ‘ ' il

For the prevention of armaments! ; o

For révolutionary propaganda in army, and for
formation of‘m'olufio?nry nu&ei among troops, ially:
among the colonial and semi-colonial troope. .

Againgt the disastrous theory and practice of defence
of the capitalist fatherland. .

Against the false pacifis of the bourgeoisie and petty
bouvxmg: Against ingnaﬁonll reaction, rfgaint Fascism!,
For the complete’ disarmament of reactionary P‘m'

<49

tions and of the bourgeoisie, for the arming of the
Young Social Democratic Workers! -

1t is the sécond time that the C.Y.I, proposés o you, an
our leaders fo join us in the fight against ca and imp

l'ism. Once already your leaders n,glr_ﬂen 0
the united front and you tclerated this. To«ay wé. repe

posal to youthful workers of the whalg

Working youfh! e
st propaganda week against war must be a mighty
n 07 l';zwr ml:gluu fresh iln
against the imperialist” worfd ¥ alréady stained with
Irbloodolm‘l,lldhs. SRR & :

Respond’ to our call: [/
" Down _with: imperialist War!
Down with reaction! :
Long live the nnifed front of the working youth

Long live. the vietory of thé working class!

ecufive, Commitiee. of the Commtunist Yn&h‘a

The

)

war! X
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Open Letter

To the London =nd Vienna Internationals and the
Trade Union International
On the 13th of this month the Executive of the Communist

nternational had addressed the question to you, as fo what you
intend {0 do in order to carry out the decision of the Hague Con-

Amsterdam

that the I'rench militar elements will take advantage of Poin~
caré’s difficuities in order to drive him om towards the Rhine-
3 Secession-Policy, — the policy of dismembering Germany, — it
ence regarding the organization of a general sirike in case of may also wcllcgc that the chauvanistic elemenis in Germany will
war. Executive of the Communist lntcrnalion,al has em- rrccipitate a war, in order to profit by the nationalisfic craze
powered the 'unden'.ﬁlned, together with Marcel Cachin, to enter for the purpose of seizing power gy means of a counter-reve!s+~
nto negotiations with you on the 1:estion of a common fight Arenid ; .
gainst the damger of war. Owing fo the persecutions to wirich ready the governments on either bank of the Rhine do
. C ist- Party of F is_subjected because of its MOt know what the morrow may bring. On the 31st of anuarr
iruggle against the tion of the Ruhr, and owing to his im- the situation wily become more acute, for on that da ermany
pending arres Canrwade Marcel Cachin is unable to participate will not be in a position to pay the sums demanded of her. The
. these tions. The undersigned are awaiti your reply possibility then arises that the seﬁmrate action of the French
> fort' 8 fokant C ittee of Action with you, of taking gover't;lmeatc may turn ;nto a g;:e;'n c(iinh:r-l/‘\llriled uilionl. In that
e . case the German people may aced with the only alternative:
p the struggle against the threatening war. Complete- subjugation and enslavement, — or War. Y

A H the Russian Trade Union delegafion
m . Shtion pro. The. Hague conference has decided that the proletariat

t the
osed- that an strike be called for the ; 1

of January, This have demonsirated to the inter- Wovld fight the danger of war with all means at its disposal, and

¢ : that in case of imm:nent danger a general sirike would be callea.

i determination of the ariat to wage
‘the' dangers of fresh cmn At Hague, the Rus- The danger of war is here. Onll the blind can fail to see
tion that Janua It. It is not only a question of war between France and Ger-.

union d i ry would surely
the occupation the Ruhr. Our warnings at the H many alone. Such a war would set the whole East and South
deaf ears, Those present at the conference were satisfied  Fasf of Europe ablaze. The capture of Memel by Lithuania and
the events on the Roumanian-Hungarian frontier demonstrate

h platonic protests, in the belief that bourgeois diplomacy
clearly the acuteness of the present situation, in which all foives

out. Eut a3 ';l h:lve ;e?:d these last four
cy has_completely fai to create the teud fo render every ceniral Eur n conflict, the startin int
ceful ent of the world. The for a fresh European cntastropl?gea B po
We doubt not but that

plest the pea t
Dec plao:h:f;l':e Rulller tl‘:ml:m' the world wit ha new and un-
precer olesale slaughter. : dam Trade Union International, as well as those of the
The Freach plan aims not only at compelling the Oﬂ'““_" Vienna and London Internationals see the situation in the same
fapitalists to pay over money, but also to force them to admit light as we do. We therefore call upon you to lend reality to the
solemn declarations which you have made at the Hague only a

rench interests to the e::loihﬁon of these Fro ties and therebv
0 add great numbers d’“or vorkers fo the low paid iabor month ago, and to take the preparatory measures for the ="~
layed organization of the mass sirike. r{Ve call upon you to meet

rmy already at the disposal Entente Imperialism.
-But this plan was on the assumption that the French & (v:i‘:hout delay, in order to decide upon the necessary sieps to
en.

cupation authorities' would be able to supervise the Ruhr Valley,
e mducm:g sud, by d.tshlhlﬁng of refaining the coal, The parties of the Communist International and the work
ing masses behind the Red Labor Union International will do

o force -the info submission. But with the
te from Egsen fo Hamburg, their ed(fuly, as our French comrades have sufficiently demon-
strat

pwreck. The French occupafion
.and find it impossible to keep the Ruhr ,
hdustry alive. ¥ makes it more difficult for We propose the 31st of January as the day when the inter-
tﬂ{ out the miners’ wages: - For this reason it is almost  national protest mass-strike is to begin.
that they will reach out beyond the boundaries of the Ruhr The duration of the strike must be decided upon by the
alley in order to tighten their pressure upon the German people. lolm conference of the three polifical and the two trade tmirww
.. Already we hear of war preparafions in Poland. nternationals. We propose that this conference be held on the
21st of fanuary in Berlin. Should you prefer another place, we
have no objection whatever. We only ask you to act immediately,
80 that the undersigned may have ample opportunity to obtain
the necessary visas.

the leaders of the Amster-

Berlin, fanuary 16, 1923.

For the Communist International
Clara Zetkin, Walton Newbold, Karl Rades.

For the Red international of Labor Unions
Heckert.

P. S. The otier delegates, Comrades Dudilieux, Haia and Waikins, coald not be redched unfil now.
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