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right to freedom. in, and with the greatest possible emphasis,
she warns the of the whole world to be on guard against
the danger of bloodshed which threatens Europe.
- Peoples of Europe! Peace is in mortal danger. The future of
peace is in your hands. .
Kalinin,
President of the Al-Russwan Central Executive Comumittee.

Savronov,
Secretary.

| POLITICS

Britain — France — Belgium
By J. T. Walton Newbold.

{he situation in the capitalist world is developing from
crisis to crisis with astounding rapidity and assuming a complexity
utferly bewildering in its character.

The French have, by their accupation of the Ruhr, certainly
succeeded in bringing the German Lm)ple and the German state
into something very near to chaos. The mark, oscillatin insolently
in 11s course, plunges down from one level to another. Prices
rise by leaps and bounds and wathin the country there is an in-
creasing instability. The whole population, of all classes and of all

rties, resents bitterly the occupation of the Ruhr. Diflerent
ctions have different ways of expressing their discontent and
different ways of secking to make that discontent effective, but one
thing is obvious "t all feel. v'ii an intense irritabibty, their
&wcrlcssmss i check the advonce of the plunderers of the Paris
urse.

The Freanch, on their side, are not finding that they are
getting or are likely to get anything more by way of Reparations
as a resull of their action. Already loaded down with debt, they have
decided that they will pay the German industrialists for the coal
which they take away to France and even if they assume that they
will ultimately recover this sum from the German Government it
remains an assumption not likely substantially to improve their
credit on the money market. Furtgefmorc they are needing to meet
the immediate cost of moving in and maintaining large ies of
troops. They are Incurring a vy expenditure which will have to
be met either by borrowing or by taxation, processes which in the
present temper of the world will not differ materially in their
economic consequences for France.

The French have, if ther aim is really or even primarily to
alleviate the condition of their national finances, gone to work in a
very foolish manner. They have adopted a course of action which
can only serve still further to avate matters.

gul the opinion is growing outside of France that the

yment of reparations is not the reason for which the French
avernmem has ordered the advance to Dortmund. The “Daily
Chronicle” the official organ of Lloyd George — has gone
80 far as to charge the French with seeking to possess themselves
of the economic resources of the Ruhr, and has gone on to say
that this would result in the same thing that was threatened by
the Germans when they advancad info France.

Other English papers are not so direct and not so obviously
hostile in the note they sound but all make it evident that they dis-
approve and distrust.

The official British attitude would appear to be an ad-
mixture of alarm at the action of France in jeopardizing the
economic and political stahilit;: of Germany and of silent satis-
faction at the spectacle of the French entangling themselves in a
situation from which it will be impossible for thcm to withdraw
with dignity. Probably, the British statesmen take the view that

ilous as is the objective at which the French aim, viz: — the
mging together of the richest orefields, the &st coking-coal,
the best water and railway transport and the biggest metlllurgia‘
and machine plants into one economic whole, such a project is
fantastical. The British steel and coal masters would view with
intense disfavor French efiective annexation of Ruhr resources,
but they view with almost equal approbation the puttingutr)lut of
* business of the German plants at present competing with them.

The British diplomats have always favored the idea of
France turning her attention towards the Rhine rather than seekin
outlets overseas as in Turkey or the East. On the other han
the newer economic powers in Britain, more fully understanding
the importance of coal and iron in the modern world than do the
officials of the Foreign Office are already warning their country-
men that France and Belgium controlling the Ruhr would be as

ve a danger to the British as the Germans coatrolling Belgium,
France und Lorraine.

The banking inferests in Britain realize how insecure are

French finances and, probably, welcome the adoption of a policy

calculated still further to undermine the fundamental stability of the °

French state. .

) At the same time, the British financiérs and great industri-
alists Ily can view with satisfaction a process which results
in an immediate influx of orders for coal and also in a depreciation
of the exchange value of the great workshops at present com-

ing with their own establishmemts. These interests stand to gain

y the liquidation of German capitalism and expect to be able to do
very well for themselves when it comes to a general scramble for
the assets of defaulting Germany.

The British have been to some considerable extent successful
in detaching Poland and Czecho-Slovakia from exclusive d?en’ 1-
dance on France. They have waited their opportunity and have
come in with alternative aid of a financial character. The power
of France upon the Continent has ever since 1914 been much more
apparent than real. She profited by the first enthusiasm of the new
national states but, this over, the support of her armies, more

especially as Bolshevism became a less pressing danger within
:gd without, became a luxury that they were ill inclined to
ord.

France was too evidenfly aiming at suzerainty and at finan-

cial exploitation. Therefore, the new nations prelerred to turn
-towards Britain, traditionafly with internal affairs
of Furope and interested rather to trade fhan to enter and to
exploit.

Besides, to-day, Germany and Ausiria have become so
patently enfeebled that the Succession States no longer fear them
while they do distrust trance.

The best brains of British diplomacy understand too well
how far France has to travel before she can weld her several
elements of economic power into one working system. What they
fail to understand is how dangerous to peace with themselyes is a
state like France whose rulers and whose bankers are conscious
to a degree of the nearness of that time when they must meet theit
innumerable clients, the petty bourgeoisie, with the confession
that no longer can lhg &ay them an{‘inttrut. The da is that
the French banks and .big bourgeoisie will Fecipitl another
world war in a desperate endeavor o avoid default.

Erance, official France, realizes not only the inadequacy of
the economic substructure to support her financial and imperial

tructure but she is acutely conscious that it is and has been
Britain which is im measure responsible for aggravating the
handicaps nature has put upon her.

For once, but for how | who can "ﬁ.‘ France finds her-
self in the closest tion with Belgium. This union is a union
built upon coal strata which underlie the frontier between the
two countries, and make of one coalfield one industrial unity
which expresses itself to-day in a financial union — the union £
money and credit in the Banque de Paris et des Pays Bas;
Banque de M'anion Parisienne and the Société Générale de Belgique.

Nature, economic geology, seem to aloud for the uni-
fication in ome political system of the territories under which
stretches one great coalseam from the Pas de Calais to the Ruhr,
and on which stands one great industrial and commercial whole
extending from Calais to Dortmund and Hamm.

That may be so but El*hnd willed otherwise. When
trade was most important in the life of Belgium and when trade,
moreover, centered around Antwerp and Rotterdam, Belgium
inclined towards England.

Now that instead of commerce, of the exchange of all manner
of commodifies coming in and going out fo and from Europe
through Antwerp, industry, the heavy industry of coal and irom,
has assumed priority in the iielgiln economy, ian politics hare
tilted away from London and towards Paris.

In a rational political system — undetermined by historic
jealousies and diplomatic intr — the whole of Northern

rance, the Scheldt, Trense and Rhine Valleys would constitute one
political as one economic area.

England has prevented this. She has fought Spain, Fran
and Germany to prevent it. Her rulers will, if necessary, figl
France once more to prevent it.

The French Government is at the old game.,

The British Government is at the old game. -

We can go back across four hundred years gt kistory and
we can see this conflict proceeding, ever and agaifn Tenewed.

It may be Richelieu, Louis Quatorze, Napoleon Buonaparte
or Poincaré. It may be Cromwell, Marlborough, Pitt, Wellinfion,
Grey or Bonmar Law. Only the personalities change. Whilst the
bourgeoisie of Britain and France prevail in their respective
coun rit.:(,i the bloody battle will be again and again re-staged and
re-enacted.

The eres of the world may be upon Britain and France
in the East. The eyes of those who know their history waich ever
Britain and France on the Rhine and the Scheldt!

P ‘u', .
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British Honour
By Wm. Paul.

A t deal of needless fuss has been created in political
circles in Britain, by the report of a special Commission recently
appo by the government to enquire into the scandal regar-
ding the sale of honours. This Commission’s report is the usual
bourgeois whitewash which is generally applied from time to
time, o the democratic institutions of capttalism. One of the
members of the Commission was Mr. Arthur Henderson, a
dinstingmshed luminag of the Second International and the
joremost leader of the British Labor Party. He presenied a min-
ority report in which he set forih s viewpoint in o ition tp.
that of {he majority of the Commission. E?xl even his minority
siatement does not differ, in essence, from that presented by the
out and out upholders of capitalism.

Capilalism, being based on the production and exchange
of commodities, moulds its various social institutions in_ils own
image. Even its conception of honour is regulated by the mer-
cantile standard. Every same and honest siudent of modern
politics is aware that {he bourgecisie only grants honours fo
those who serve the propertied mterests. fn order to cover up
the hy isy of their method of granting honours the cunning
capitalists, now and then confer a distinclion upon an artist
or a man of letters. But in Britain the traffic in honours reached
such a stage of scandal that something had to be done in the
matter. Even some of the most reactionary organs of the Press,
in denouncing the honours scandal, were able to quote what
were considered the market prices for Knighthoods ang Peerages.

In democratic Britain the usual method of obfaining an
honour is to pay over a sum of-money to the secret funds of
one of the bourgeois political organmizations. These funds are
utilized to fight the Communists and Socialists and to demon-
strate to the masses that capitalism means social equality. It
has been estimated by anti-socialisis, like Belloc and Chesterton,
that the purchase of a Peerage—winch carries with it a seat in
the House of Lords—confers legislative power upon the buyer
equal to that of almost thirty thousand citizens. ﬁegarding this
aspect of the sale of honours, which has a most important in-
fluence upon the class struggle, Mr. Arthur Henderson said
nothing. ’

It was of course very difficult for Mr. Arthur Henderson
to the h isy of the granting of honours under a
capitaliét state. Thig gentleman, like many more of his colle-
agues in the British r Party, has himself received an honour
from the bourgeoisie. He was made a member of the King’s
Privy Council and is, therefore, a “ Right Honourable Gentleman”.
Some time when Mr. J. H. Thomas—who also is a “Right
Honourable tleman” and a prominent Amsterdammer—used
the legal machinary of Capitalism to force the Communists into
the law-courts he declared, under cross-examination, that the
Privy Council was one of {he few honours.in Britain that could
not purchased for money. This is perfectly true. A seat on
the Privy Council can only be won by a record of splendid
service to the rtied imterests. In this connection
it may be worth our while 10 pay attention fo one or two facts.

One of the most critical periods in the history of the
British capitalist class was between 1914 and 1918; it was also
a most critical period for the working class. The salety of
British capitalism during those years depended, to a very great
extent, upon the attitude taken by the prominent trade union
leaders—particulary in the mining and iron and ftransport in-
dustries. What do we find? That the Labor leaders in the
iron industries—Messrs. Arthur Henderson, Geofge Barnes
W. Bowerman and John Hodge—were elected to the Privy
Council during 1915—1916. During this period the ernment
made desperate efforts to crush the miners. It was just at this
time that miners’ leaders, like Messrs. Wm. Bruce
T. Richards and Wm. Adamson, became Privy Councillors. All
during the war the Amsterdam leaders of the engincers and
miners officially took their stand with the imperialist British
Government against- their own trade union members. All the
reat strikes conducted by the miners in South Wales; and by

e :gineers on the €lyde, at Liverpool, Sheffield, efc., were
carried on by unofficial commitiees and in_opposition o the
very leaders who became PriV{ Councillors. When trouble began
with the railwaymen in 1917 it was the turn of Mr. J. H."Thomas
to be transferred into a “Right Honourable Gentfeman”. The
dafes, and the nature of the unions which these Amsterdam
leaders controlled in Britain, speak eloquently as {o the why and
the wherefore th;, were chosen to receive su t honours
from the hands of the most cunning ruling class in the world.

_ These facts further explain why ‘it was difficalt for the
Right Honourable Arthur Henderson to demounce the shameless

(]
system of granting honoure under capitalism. They exphin'
whymm«m wbopﬁ:adtbewﬂu.:.:mm
during the war, are now within His Majesty’s vy Council;
and why the unofficial leaders who fought for the workers, and
who were imprisoned and d are pow carrying on the

%t'riu:g:: from within the ranks of the Commnunist Party of Great

ECONOMICS

A 6° Redeeamble Loan in Russia
By J. Schicifer (Moscow).

The means required for wiping out the budget deficit, '

and fer enabling the issue of paper money to be sto or
reduced, .aumot.ge raised solely oy taxation and by the mm«
of state industrial underiakings. And as the Wesiern European
bourgeoisie will only grant us loans on terms which we will ot
accept, we must turn to the inner resources of the country.

. For five years no loan operations have been carried on in
Soviet Russia. It was only in the summer of last year that the
Soviet government launched a grain loan on 10 million pads of
grain. This loan was a brilliant success. Hundreds and
thousands of peasants paid their taxes in kind with corn bonds,
and many workers are now eating bread which they have
received, at the prices obtaining in summer, for their loan
subscriplions. These workers and peasants have now learnt
by personal experience how thoroughly they can rely on the
solvency of the Soviel government.

The Soviet government is equally determined to pay back the
redeemble loan of 100 million gold roubles now being issued, at
its full value. Securily for this is offered by the rapid increase of
stale revenues, and the obvious recovery of our economics. It is
not by accident that the representatives of various foreign banks
apply to us with the proposal to float a part of the loan abroad;
despite the coun!erﬁ:‘opaganda of the White Guard press, the
success of the grain loan made a great impression abroad.

In issuing this redeemable internal loan, the Soviet govern-
ment is reckoning upon the broad masses of the ulation. The
bonds are issued in values of 5 and 25 gold roubles. The term
of redemption is ten years; pre-war loans had a redemption term
of sixty years. The fotal sum of the proceeds, and ihe yearly
sum ol the allotted proceeds, are considerably greater than for
the pre-war loans (1,600,000 %old roubleg for the present, 1,200,000
for the Czarist loans). The loan has the additional advantage of
prwving savings from the depreciation of the paper rouble.

These conditions are so advanfageous for the buyers of the
loan bonds that all our enemies, to whatever category they may
belong, will not be able to bring up any arguments for agitating
against the loan.

THE LABOR MOVEMENT |

The National Railroad
Amalg¢amation Csonterence in the
U.S.A.

By Wm. Z. Foster.

The National Railroad Amalgamation Conference, so long
looked forward tq by militants in all industries, has come and gone.
It was a tremendous success. On Dec. 9—10, in Chicago, some
425 delegates, of all trades and callings, including smaller dele-
gnliona therhoods, from all over the United

rom the four Brot!
tates and Canada, came together to consider the proposition of
amalgamation. 'fhey ~endorsed it 100%, declaring whole-
heartedly for one union for the entire railroad industry. Then
organizing a commiitee of 100, members of which be loca

in all the principal railroad centers, they prepared to launch a
great campai bring the many organizations together. It is
safe fo_say after the historic conference the realization of

industrial imionism on the raitroads, the dream of militants for &

generation, now looms as a proepect of the near future.
Difticulties Overcome.

Prii The oontiherence walu'eheld in the n:.‘ic‘l‘?te,ol_ll 2 “cﬁliculllia.
me among these was the shopmen’s s which still involves
haif of the railroads in the United States. The effect of this was
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alyzing.  With practically all the unions financially
mdlapped. it was impossible for them to send delegates.
Another obstacle, though not so serious as the strike
situation, was the ition of certain oificials of the Inter-
national Association 3 Machinists and of the Brotherhood of Lo-
comotive Engineers who warned their membership 10 siay away
from the conference. Many Brotherhood rilitants were kept away
thereby, buf sent assurances of support.

No Craftism: No Dualism.

A remarkable feature of the conference was
whelming sentument for complete amalgamation. The partial
amalgamationists, those who advocate the fusing together of two
or more closely alfiliated trades here and there, got absolutely
nowhere.  The almost unanimous sentiment was for a
thoroughgoing consolidation all along the line. Everyone re-
cognized that the companies have become so militant and power-

. hully organized that the only way raiiroad workers can hope to
stand against them is by complete solidarity of all trades. Fe-
derations and understandings between the various ﬁroups will not
do. There must be an organic connection between them; they must

f0 many departments in one all-inclusive uniqn. Conductors,
Engineers, Firemen, Trainmen, Switchmen, Trackmen, Clerks.

Shopmen, and all the rest united in this opimon. The genera‘
conclusion was that craff umonism, particularly since the sho
men’s strike, is entirely out of date on the railroads and that on y
comple.e indusirial uniomism will suffice. When the conference
voiced thig conclusion it was the determined conviction of an
overwhelming majority of the great rank and file of nearly all the
orgamizations.

Another remarkable feature of the conference was the
absence of dual union sentiment. Had such a meeting been held
two yeais ago the demand for a new organization would have

n praciically unanimous, particularly from the more radically
inclined. But in this conierence not one speech was made in favor
. ©of secession; in fact, not even a sentence was spoken in favor of
quitting the old organizalions. Everyone was against such a
course as suicidal; the radicals especiaily condemned it. The con-
ference repudiated it formaily by resolution. This bespeaks
nothing short of a revolution in the minds of American militants.
And the significant ’E)nrt of it is that just now the rank and file,
particularly in the shop trades, are discouraged and are tending
10 quit their unions as individuals or to secede in small bodies in
the time-honored disastrous way that has so long cursed our
movement. The conference went on record unanimously to check
this tendency and to divert the attention of the demoralized rank
and file towards amalgamation. This changed attitude by the
militants betokens a new day for [ abor in this countrv.

the over-

Amalgamation the Chief Issue.

Seeking to avoid division in ifs ranks and striving to con-
centrate all possible amalgamation sertiment, the conference
rigidly res'ricted its business to the proposition of fusing the
orgamzations int@ one body. Few deparfures were made from this
policy. Chiel of these was about the shopmen’s strike. The
shadow of this great siruggle hovered over the conference con-
stantly, affec.ing its deliberations in many ways. The delegates
went on record unamimously urging the striking shopmen to stand
their ground and pledging all possible financial and other help
to them.  Another diversion was fhe adoption of the so-called
»Chicago™ resolution, calling for the amalﬁlmahon of the craft
unions in all indusiries. A further resolution protested the
suppression of amalgamation discussion in the official journals
and demanded that their colunms be opened to this subject.

An amusing and highly significant phase of the conference,
which was made up of at ﬁ'ast 95% American-born delegates, was
the reiteration by many delegates that one of the principal tasks
confronting the movement was fo interest the foreigners in amal-
amation and industrial unionism. In past years radicals have
nsisted that it was the Americans who were almost* hopelessly
resistant to such ideas. This conference goes to show that when
these ideas are put up to the Americans so they can understand
them—in their old organizations rather than in new-fangled
ones— thev will take to them readily and assume their proper 'ghcc
ol leadership in the militant wing of the labor movement.

Railroad Men and Metal Tradesmen.

. One of the most intricate problems confronting the con-
ference was the question of what part the mefal irades shop

7 smechanics are going fo play in the proposed industrial union. At

the present time the heads of the metal trade unions are opposing
the railroad amalgamation on the pretended grounds that if it
takes place it will fear the railroad mechanics away from the con-
tract men who are also members of these umions, thus

greatly injuring both. But the conference refuted such contentions
by adopting the principle of double affiliation. That is to say,
while the railroad shop mechanics shall refain their membership
in the purely metal trades unions (because they have an interest
as metal workers in maintaining good conditions in the metal in-
dustry ‘ftnenlly) they shall also be subject to the discipline of the
railroad industrial union. Their negotiations with the companies
shall be carried on by the general railroad union commitiee, and
in case of a crisis they shaﬁeparﬁcipale directly in eral strike
votes and in the strikes themselves, without the interference of {he
oufside metal unions. A part of their dues would be sent directly
to the railroad union, suflicient to defray their pro-rata share of
the latter's expenses. In reality they would be members of both
the metal trades and railroad unions. The beginnings of this
déuble affiliation syslem now exists in the relations between the
Railway Employee’s Department and the present craft unions.
The virtue of the system is thal it guaranlees ihe solidaraty of the
shop mechanics with the railromf workers as a whole without
tearing fhem away from the outside metal workers.

Realizing the close relationship of the mefal trades and rail-
+0ad unions and the great desirability of amalgamation movements
proceeding simultancously in both, the conference authorized the
calling of a special sub-conference of metal trades workers to
initiate a general amalgamation movement in their industry. This
was held on the evening of the first day of the general conference.
It consisted of some thirly delegates from railroad and confract
hops all over the country. These delegates elecled a provisional
committee, entitled the International Committee for Amalgamtion
in the metal industry, and instructed it fo initiale a campaign in
the metal industry along lines similar to those that have proved
so successful on the railroads. With these twin amalgamation
movements at work, attacking the problem from all sides, and both
agreeing on the double affiliation principle, it will be impossible
for the mcﬁonarg leaders of the metal trades fo block
amalgamation in either industry.

The Campaign Ahead.

The conference changed the name of the amalgamation com-
mittee from the * Natiomﬁg Committee to Amalgamate the Sixteen
Standard Railroad Organizations” to the “Infernational Committee
for Amalgamation in the Railroad Industry ”. The International
Committee of one hundred grilitants was parfly chosen at {he con-
ference, some 65 being nomrinated and elected. The remainder
will be selected by the three executive officers from fhe large
numbers of militants who are active in the amalgamation move-
ment, but who could not be present at the national conference.

The conference adopted a general plan of action looking
forward fo the calling of a general amalgamation convention, at
which all railroad umons, or as many as possible of them, shall
be combined into one body. Instructions were given the executive
officers to push this relentlessly. The plan of this program is of
the utmost importance, destined in fact to mark an epoch- in
American trade unionism.

The Defensive Siruggle Begins
in Poland

By N. Ulan (Warsaw).

In Poland, as everywhere else, the endeavours of reaction
to seize roliticxl ave been accompanied during the last
few months by attacks of ever increasing violence against the
standard of living of the proletariat.

During the last $urter of a year prices have risen by a
further 300 per cemt. Workers’ wages have however only risen

96 per cent. ““ Free trade ” celebrates its or
classes in Poland enjoy almost perfect freedom from taxation.
The Polish government covers its expenses gy issuing banknotes
to the value of hundreds of milliards, an bz indirect taxes.
While in England, Germany, and France, the indirect taxes form
20—30 per cent of the total state revenues, in Poland, at the
present time, they form 88 per cent of the wheté™income. The
rising prices are ca { by the freedom from taxation of the
bourgeoisie on the one land, and on the other by the constant
increase of prices for.articles and services of which the state
has the monoply, as salt, tobacco, saccharine, railway and postal
tariffs, etc.; the increased prices are only felt by the proletariat,
for up to mow the Potish working class has not been powerful
enough to obtain a sliding scale of wages based on the index
figures. Up o now every penny of wages has had to be fought
for. It is true that in Poland there exists a Statistical Come
mission, which ascertains the percentage of increase in prices
every month, from a purely theoretical point of view, but in the
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course of the last few weeks the labor representafives have been
politely excluded from this commission.

The Polish working class, decimated and misled by the
P.P.S., which organization helped to throw members of the red
trade unions communist workers into prison by its eager
co-operation with the Okhrana, has not shown any great in-
clination to fight during the past months. The agricultural
laborers’ strike in Posen, throttled by the P.P.S. and brutally
suppressed by the Polish authorities, was the last fight of the
Polish proletariat. But during the last few weeks {he Polish
working masses have begun to resume the fight, thanks to the
strengthening of communist influence with the masses, and to
our beginning to recover from the blows dealt us by the mass
arrests of our best comrades

The greatest industrial centre of Poland, the traditionat
Lodz, leads the way with its good example. On December 18,
a conference was held here o% all trade union and workshop
delegates. While the conference was sitting, factory, meetings
were held in all works and factories in Lodz, at which speeches
were delivered by our comrades, and under our compulsion, b
the P.P.S. This conference is the best proof of the strengt
of our o?aniution in Lodz, and this is characteristic of the
whole of Poland. The conference passed resolutions calling upon
the government to dissolve the reactionary organizafions, and
to rumove all reactionary officials from authorative positions.
The most important part of the resolution is that demanding
real [reedom for the proletariat for its press, for right of com-
bination and assembly, and requiring the proclamation of com-
plete amnesty for all workers and all those taking part in the
proletarian movement.

The conference also appealed to all trade tmions to form
a seli-defence guard conjointly with the factory committees, this
guard to be held in readiness .to fight at any moment. The
4th point of the above resolution is particularly important and is
as follows: “The conference appeals to all labor parlies to organize
the common fight against the capitalist offensive.” T his point of
the resolution marks the victory of the united front idea, which the
communist party in Poland propagated for months past.

As a sign of protest, and of readiness fo fight against
Fascism, the conference resolved to proclaim 2 hours cessation of
work, by means of all the factory sirems, at 11 o'clock in the
morning of 19, 1922. During these two hours, meetings
were to be held in all shops and works.

This two hours protest strike was a pronounced success.

The workers of Lodz, as ever, showed that they were to be relied
upon. At the first sound of the sirens all work ceased in the
factories and in the streets. Not a single undertaking continued
to work. The tramways, the electricity and gas works, stopped
work for two hours; even vehicular traffic and the business of
the shops ceased.

The brilliant success of this action in Lodz was a threaten-
ing reminder, not only to the Polish bourgeoisie, but also fo the
PP.S. The P.P.S. realized the danger at once, and hurriedly
convened a central committeee meeting for December 21. The
object of this sitting was an appeal {o the faithless and “undis-
aplined” organizations to be “ready for action to be proclaim~d
in case of need by the central committee of the P.P.S. conjointly
with the trade union commission”, The manifesto issued fo the
proletariat by this central committee sitting contains the following
statement (emphasized in the original by italics):

“Our pn& demands no vengeance; we are nauseated by the
echo of despicable party quarrels which destroy great cause, and
prevent the attainment of freedom and independence for the whole
nation. We want no bloodshed, no tumult, no ruin ou)eople and

state, all of which are threatened by the conspiracy of the Black
Hundred.*

This manifesto has met with the reception it deserves af the
hands of the whole bourgeois press. The leading reactionary
Paper the Rzeczpospolita describes this manifesto as a “minor

one”. This paper, like all the others, comments on the obvious
dejection of the P.P.S. The whole bourgeoisie feels once more
tncouraged.

Lodz has always led the way for the proletariat of Poland;
he cries of alarm of the P.P.S., and its attemps to refard are the
>cst proof that it feels itself threatened and that the Communist
arty will lead the masses into battle des ite all persecutions,
¥ill force the P.P.S. to fight with it or reveal its true colors, as in

prese it caul‘ and will break down the lgﬁhy of that part of
® prol ‘ariat hitherto misled by the P.P.5.

"IN THE INTERNATIONAL

From Bolog¢na to Rome;
the History of a Split
By P. B.
The complete break up

of the united socialist party is
reported from Italy. ‘Turati, Treves, d’Arragona, and their
_follmnrs, after the seizure of power by the Fascisti, split up
into open friends or opponents of Fascism. The reformists
are not considered as an important political factor in Italy. The
bourgeoisie can no longer even utilize them as a fig-leaf to
cover their brutality against the working class, The reformists
are so scattered, so lacking in influence among the proletariat,
that the ruling class finds them incompetent for collaboration.
I'Le political collapse of the party of 202,000 members, and
of the reformist trade union movement irf Italy, are object lessons
from the history of the international treachery of the 11. Inter-
national. The proletariat of the whole worid should learn from
this object lesson.

The IL International attempts, by every possible infamous
slander, to cast the blame for the victory of Italian Fascism
upon the Communist International. [t asserts that the com-
munists split the Italian Socialist Party at Leghorn, and thus
rendered the Italian proletariat helpless agains( the black s
This old slander is served up anew every day by all social
democratic agitators and newspaper writers. The lack of
international outlook unfortunately has the effect that the com-
munist workers are seldom in a position to confront the
Menshevist assertions with historical facts, and to unmask
them as lies. The publishers of the Communist International
have now brought out a publication on the history of the

Italian labor movement, one which should be made accessible fo
every worker.*)

The scope of the work is not adequately described by
the title. The author not only rdlates the history of the Ttalian
socialist party, he gives a brief but correctly defined outline of
the history of the class war in Italy from the end of the war until
the schism conference of the Italian socialist party at Rome
in March 1922, Ta: political failure of reformism in every
phase of the struggle is demonstrated in this work by docu-
mentary evidence,

The Italian social-democrat.c party was the first Furopean
mass party to join the C nmunist International. The fact that
the majority of Italian workers passed through great vacilla-
tions, that some left the Communist International, or even
joined the Fascisti, this higtorically, is the fault of the Maxima-
lists. Documentary proof that iiiis waa the case since {he party
conference in Bologna in October 1919 is given in this work.
Under Serrati’s leadership, the Maximalists held it to be right
to sacrifice uniformity and strictness of political principles for
the sake a united organization. In 1022 Serrati was obliged
to admit, at the party conference in Rome, that he had been in
error, and that it was impossible to work in common with
reformists in one organization. The [Mtalian proletariat had
to pay for this fardy recognition of the truth by Serrati and
his followers with the heart's blood of its best workers. The
pol’.y of the Maximalists has brought about {he precise opposite
of that which it aimed at. The organizations are completely

"scattered, not united; the trade unions are dissolved, rot revo-

lutionized; the proletariat is divided, not ready to fight.

The Communist Party is now the sole party around which
the proletariat may gather-with confidence in_its fight for exis-
tence. The position of the Italian proletariat is not hopeless.
Fascism will be forced to dig its own grave. The proletariat
will be the sooner able to proveed to the counter-attack when
the Maximalists carry out their resolution made at Rome, and
return unconditionally to the Communist Internatiopal. Them
it will be possible to gather the whole of the masses in Italy
around one flag.

Ginlia  Aquila.

) The Malian Socialist Party. B . 3
Cnri oym Successor.,

bublithen of the Comm. International
Hamburg 1922,




v
. .
'y

7 Inferaationa) Press Uorrespondence o o gt

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

Social Insurance in Soviet Russia

By Jose] Rabinowitz (Moscow).

|he Russian Soviet government has made epoch-making
sirides on the field of social insurance. I{ has provided a legal
regulation of the rights of the proletariat in every case of incapa-
city to work, illness, accident, disabilil{, old age, widowhood,
orphanage, expectant and nursi motherhood, and of unem-
Pluymem. The law comprises all wage workers and their re-
fations. without exception. The administration is facilitated by
pew provincial treasuries established by the Commissariat for
Social Wellare, managed by workers delegated by the various
parties and technical organizations. The proletariat is instructed
on the essentials of insurance by means of meetings, lec'ures,
articles, and studies. Special courses of instruction in the theory
and practice of insurance fre held for the delegates commmissioned
with the management of the treasuries.

It was not until 1003 that the Russian government intro-
duced a law regarding the responsibility of employers for accidents
occurring at work. This modest beginming was followed in the
year 1912 by a law providing for the establishment of factory and
cooperative sick clubs. These laws applied however to only a
very small part of the whole Russian workers, and there were
many loopholes by which the employers could evade the law
so that 1t cannot maintained that there was any real socia
insurance under the Tsarist system.

The October revolution finally brought the question on the.

road to solution. On December 11. the law on unemployed insur-
ance came into force, on December 22. 1917 the law on insur-
ance in cases of illness, maternity, and death, and in_October
1918 the law providing insurance for every form of disability.
It is true hat at the time neither the political nor the economic
situation was favorable to the carrying out of these laws. Civil
war raged in the country itself, and the Russian oletariat was
shedding its blood on more than one counier-revo tionary front.
The first general ulation of' social insurance was render
possible by the introduction of the new economic policy, bringing
with it the law of November 15. 1921

The law comprises three groups of insurance:
a) temporary working incapacity,
b) permanent working incapacity,
' unemployment

Leading outlines of the law.

.\ 1he law includes all wage workers and their relatives,
without exception. 2. The costs of insurance are borne by the
employer only. 3. The administration is in the hands of the
insured: the employers take no part whatever. 4. The insurance
includes cvery case of incapacity to work or earn—from whatever
cause—and lasts from the day of loss of earning capacity until
restoration of same or until total disability is ndmodeg'ed.

.%. The insurance includes unemployed benefit. 6. The insurance
extends 1o the relatives of dead or missing insured. 7. As com-
plementary relief the insured or their relalives receive benefit for
confinements, nursi mothers, and in case of death. 8. The
insurance money l:ﬁ amounts to the full wages of the insured.
In al cases of femporary incapacity to work the insured receives
full wages during the whole’ period of disability. Disabled”wor-
kers receive the average local monthly wages (under some cir-
cumstances one and a half times this amount). 9. The insured
and his relatives are entitled to free medical treatment, medicines,
kospital, sanatorium, and health resort. 10. The insurance fees
are calculated in accordance with the injurious and dangereus
nature of the work. 11. Women workers enFaged in mamual
work receive, in case of pregmancy, their full wages 8 w&
before and after confinement; those not engaged in manual wdrk
only 6 weeks before and after confinement. 12. Every insured woman

worker, or wife of insured workman, receives at her confine-
ment a single payment of benefit fo the amounf of the average
Jocal monthly wages, for the purchase of necessary articles for
the new-born child. 13. Nursing mothers receive benefit
amounting to one cvlwler of the average monthly wages for a
period of nine months. 14. Funeral benelit is paid to the amount
of one half the average monthly wage in the case of the death
of members of the family under 12 years ol age, and to the
amount of a full average month’s wages in the case of the death
of older members of the family. :

Unemployed entifled to.benefit are:

a) every assistant worker, day laborer, or employé who
has been emplyoyed tor a total of three gufs as wage w{:ﬂner—
whether in one or several situations; by every qualified wage
worker; d) every woman worker personally responsible for the
care of a child uider 8 years of age.

Unemployed having claim on benefit have to report them-
selves at the labor exdung; for registration at latest 7 days
after leaving work. Men who have served as soldiers in the Red
Army are entifled to unemployed pay if they were wage workers
before being mobilized, and ‘if they have themselves registered
at the labor exchange within thrce weeks of their demobilization

Unemployed benefit is granted for 15 successive weeks, but
in cases of repeated unemployment in cannot be granted for more
than a total of 26 weeks in one calendar year. The rates of
unemployed benefit are: for qualified workers the half of the
local average wage, for other workers the sixth or third.

Provision for those incapacitated for work.

Every wage worker having partially or wholly lost his
working capacity as result of an accident, industrial disease, old
age, or wounds or ilness contracted during mililary service, is
entitled to this benefit. Those incapacitated from earning by
old age have to prove that they have worked for a total ol
8 years as wage workers. -

Disabled peisons who have not only tolally lost {hei.
earning capacilies, but are also personally helpless, receive a
permanent pension corresponding to fhe average local wage;
(more if required). Invalids incapable of working, but not
dependent on the help of other pereoms, receive a permanent
pension amounting to two thirds, and those c::gble of performing
any work receive a pension amounting fo half of the local

average

work receive the unemployed dole in case of yment.
Disabled persons provided for in homes are maintai for life.
As these invalids have their needs provided for in every way,
they do not receice any fimancial payment. .

Provigion for Widows and Orphans.

The family of a deceased or missing wage worker, that is,
children and brother or sisters up to 16 duu of age; the wife
if incapable of earning or .if having children under 8 years of
age under her care; parents, if the sed or niissing worker
has provided for them and they have mo other child capable of
working, receive a pension.

Fhe standard amount of the pension is one third of the
average local wage when there is ome person in the family
unable to work; the half of the average local wage if there
are (wo rersons in the family unable to work; two thirds of the
average local wage if three or more persons in the family are
unable to work.

Members of the family provided for in orphanages, asylums,
homes, or other state institutions, have no claim to pension. The
pension is granted for life to persons incapable of working.

Some extracts from the regulations.

Persons imcapacitated from working, and undergoing
medical {realment, cannot be dismtissed by their employers for
fjour months after the beginning of their iucﬂpnc:x for work,
and are entitled fo all the privil enjoyed by the healthy worlgrs
of the same undertaking. yers o‘lendmg i -

the ﬂﬁ
lations relating fo expectant and nursing mothers are punishable |

by imprisonment up to the term of one Eear. Nursing mothers
are emfifled to leave their work for half an hour every three
hours. Pregnant women or nursing mothers are mot fo be
employed at night work. .

Persons without means, and not liable to any obhg}l:;ry

insurance, are cared for in institutions provided by the viet
vernment. In central Russia there are at the present time
1200 such institutions with about 16,000 beds. At beginning
of 1921 there were ;g%ady 329 institutions where disabled persons
are taught other vocalions. The number of these institutions has
increased steadily, and continues fo increase.

Besides the provision for the relatives of those killed or
missing in the war, {he state also lends aid fo peasants ouﬁcrinﬁ
from social or elemental misfortune. The “ state organs of mutua
compulsory aid for the NF.”“ » called into existence by the
Soviet government in May 192 (the compulsory character of
which originated with the sants themselves) are perfectly
autonomous. The number commitiees belonging fo these
organs had by February 1922 already amounted fo 40,000
Among the duties of these committees may be mentioned the
1estoration of farms, villages, or districts suffering from lailure

of crops, hail. fire, or other elemental or social misfortune; the

disiribution of slate aid among the needy; the collection of means

wage.
Disn-\ﬁ:d persons who are only partially incapacitated for .

—
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of relief by means of self-taxation; the material and alck_kme
of the righis of the meedy; general provision for the‘esehﬁva of
the soldiers. of ‘the Red Army, efc.

The beginnings of a mﬁy efficient social labor legislation,

roughly outlined above, derive their special character from the
fact that they -originate from a government supported by the
workers actually engaged in uction. There 1s no capitalist
country which can even approach that which impoverished Russia
has created up to now, out of its own resources, for its workers.
Alter the wars at home and abroad, after the blockade, ilireatened
continually with the danger of intervention, and in the midst of
the most. difficult economic conditions, the Russian proletariat
can point with pride to what it has already succeeded in creating.

r THE COLONIES

Legal Murder in India
) By M. N. Roy.

Out of 228 men put on trial for “rioting and arson” at
Chauri Chaura, 172 have been sentencéd to death, and six men
have practically suffered the same penalty, because they died in
jail maltreatment duri the trial, which lasted almost a tull
year. Even the records of the British government in India cannot
produce an instance of imperialist “justice” which surpasscs this
one in its majestic vindictiveness and brutality.

The incidents that led up to this legalized murder were as
follows: In February 1921, the agrarian revolt in the United
Provinces where Feudalism reigns surpreme, had reached a very
acute stage. Ignorant of the social revolutionary character of this
discontent of the Eoo‘r peasantry, the nationalist Non-Cooperators
turncd tQwards this _ﬁﬁ)ntaneous outburst to utilize it for their
political agitation, result was that the rebellious peasantr
readily responded to the call of the nationalist agitators, and too
up the slogans of Non-Cooperation. It was just at the time when
the Co s and_particularly Gandhi, was talking very much
about Mass Civil Disobedience, the main slogan of which was to
be non-payment of rents and taxes. This electrified the imagination
of the exploited peasantry, weighed down generation after -
ration under exhorbitanf land rents, and innumerable kinds of
feudal dues exacted by the landlords. The vision of the day when
they would not have to bear all these burdens inspired the
peasantry who, all over the province, rose in revolt to overthrow
the British Raj, which to them was Landlord-Raj, and to establish
“Swaraj”, which they called Gandhi Raj. The entire province was
like a volcano and authorities were extremely alarmed.

Thousands of villagers joined the Congress Volunteer
Corps, and in addition to the campaign of attack against fhe

roperfies of the landlords, took active Kart in the picketing of
he sale of foreign articles and liquor in the market places. Every-
where they came into conflict with the police forces.
February 2, the volunteer pickets were fired upon by the armed
police in a market, owned by a landlord notorious for his loyalty
fo the F‘overnment and tyranny-over the tenants. Two days later
the Volunteer Corps, swelled fo almost 3,000 strong by peasants
from the adjoining villages, decided to renew their activities in the
same bazaar. On their way they had to pass by the Police Station
ai Chauri Chaura, at which point they were attacked by the police.
Alter some exchange of briek bats, the police o fire on the
crowd, which grew furious and attacked the police Station, set fire
to it and 21 policemen were killed in the affray. Naturally the
casualities on the other side must have been much greater, in view
of the fact that while every one in the Police Station used fire-
arms, the volunteers had scarcely any. The government has always
been ver‘ careful in putting the number of the killed and wounded
among the volunteers as low as possible. But it is not hard to
imagine the result of firing Volleys on a crowd of over three
thousand unarmed peasants. A correspondent of the loyalist press
wrote: “the police must have fired on the mob in earnest, but
whether it was before the rush or after it I cannot say”.

From Chauri Chaura, the revolt spread in all directions; but
the forces of law and order were mercilessly brou ht to bear upon
the situation, and what would otherwise have %nen a pea
demonstration of the exploited masses ended in a blood-bath.
Armed Police and military forces were used freely to “protect life
and property” and scores of lives of the expropriated peasantry
were sacrificed. In a few days, a government communiqué declared
Lhe “situation well in hndy’ all the cenires of disturbance being

under military control”.

Thus was drowned in blood the voice of fhe exploited
peasantry, driven to premature action by government provocation,
nd the ls:orance of the nationalist agifators. Hundreds' of arrests
were made; 228 of the prisoners were finally sent up for ftrial

were charged with “murder, arson bunadnmnben ot

unlawful assembly”. After a trial which lasted 8 months,

bourgeois justice has unced 2 i ‘“hanged
bo the}!;&lmﬂl mgmn unced its verdict: 172 will be “ha
_The facts speak for No.commen

This justice sses in brutality the dottrine oib":lrleem?rlyx;
eye and a tooth lor a tooth”. 172 fives must be taken to pay for 22.
ut bourgeois justice coveniently forgets about scores of
peasantry that fell before the rifles of police and military, W
18 gom% to avenge these soldiers of freedom? Not bourgeois
ustice, but their own class when victorious. The reason for such
ne‘ct::‘l ferocity is that in Chauri Chaura, and the incidents that
pr - ed and followed it, the growth of a force threatening the
;m ts of the landlords, was to ke noticed. British Imperialism
as proved how ably it will defend the property of those loyal
to it. 172 lives will be sacrificed on the altar ‘of Landlordism
in league with Imperialism. A lesson for the Nationalists.

APPEALS

To all workers, peasants, and
soldiers!

Comrades!

French capifal is preparing to commit a new atroc
crime. It is scngmg its troops over the frontiers for the guo:;l)?)::
of plundering Germany. Humanity trembles anew at the {hreat
of a new war in the immediate future and at the prospect of
further unheard of sacrifices, increased starvation, annihilation of
the proletanat, destruction, ruin, and death. lhose who were
victorious in the world massacre, and who are so fond of
boasting of their civilization and justice, now fear the mask of
hypocrisy from their own faces, and reveal themselves in their
true colors as robbers. The proletariat of Germany is to be
crushed by Entente capitalism. The bourgeoise uses every means
o secure its victory; in France it throws the proletarian fighters
into ch:uns.»m Italy it murders and ravages tﬁem, in England it
casts them into prison, in Czecho-Slovakia it arranges pogroms,
The whole of Central Europe is abandoned to ruin if the criminal
policy o[ the financial kings eannot be stopped.

Workers of Francel Soldiers of IE: French army! It is
now your duty to exert your utmost endeavors to prevent Poin-
caré’s army from lighting a new conflagration which will reduce
Europe to a heap of ruins. You must not allow the Paris bankers
to crush your German fellow workers beneath the heels of the
gendarmerie.

Your enemy is in your own couniry. Your proletarian
honor must not be defiled by the executioners of the working class.
You must not permit yourselves to be degraded into despicable
tools for Poincaré. You will not lend yourselves to plundering
the German Feople. Carry the living word of living truth to
the masses! Frustrate capital by strikes and demonstrations!

‘Workers of Germany! What awails youl An ocean of
sufferings, twofold oppression, starvation, and degeneration. The
bourgeoisie does not even secure for you your daily bread. It
enters into business relations with its gcr)mch colleagues, at your
expense, at the expense of the working class. It wﬁl not depart
from this path in the future. You must unite to form one mighty
proletarian front to fight for a workers’ government! Utilize
this workers’ government for organizing the defensive fight
against foreign robbers! Stretch out yourghands to your French
brothers, who are ready to fight side by side with you against
the criminal French bourgeoisie! Bear the slogah of unity with
Soviet Russia to the masses! Only by these means can we
frustrate the enemy.

Workers of all countries! Working people of the rural
districts! You are all threatened with the danger of being drawn
into fresh massacres in the interesis of capital. Confront your
governments with your determined will to self-defence, your will
to fight against capital, to fight for your workers’ power, for the
European federation of socialist republics. The ggurgeoisie is
ready to inaugurate another blood bath over the division of the
booty, to murder fresh millions of workers, to tear them to piece
to make cripples of them. Then unfold the mighty banner of,
efieral war of all exploited against the exploiters, the financial
ings, the diplomats! Tear the mask of hypocrisy from the faces
of those leaders who seek to quiet you, to reconcile you with the
bourgeoisie! Organize mass actions, mass attacks against the
bourgeois governments!

Down with the new imPerialist war!

Long live the Workers’ and Peasants’ government!

Long live the federation of socialist governments!

Long live the proletarian revolution!

Moscow, fan. 13, 1923.
Executive of the Communist.

Intermational. '
Executive Bureau of the Red International of Labor Unions,
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To the Working Ycuthl =~
Rise up against imperialism and war} N
ihe French' capitalists are’ sending theif troops inio tbe:
Ruhr valley under the pretext of foreing Germany to E-y the
reparations. 1he German bourgeoise saw in advance t t, this
was comuing, was fully aware that it was playing with the fire
of war, for it did not want to bear the burden of repafations
itseif, and sought to shift it upon the proletariat. Add now the
workers are once more to foot the bill for the bourgeoisie. The
frighiful danger of a new war, conjured up by French imperialism
and by the mad unchaining of reactionary forces, is at our doors.
New and unbearable economic burdens are to be laid on the
German working class by the Entente and by the German bour-
geoisie, and these burdens are to fall above all on working youth
mn town and country. . .
Working youth! Workers, peasants, and soldiers! Your
are to be the first victims to fall on the battle fields of
imwperialist war and misery, you are to pay with your blood and
our young lives for the aspirations of French imperialism.
Bdend yourselves to the utmost! Follow the slogans of the
Communist Infernational, and take part in the hght of the
awakening working class with all your youthful vigour and
enthusiasm!

You French and Belgian, English, ltalian, Czecho—Slovaiglgn,
outhful workers and soldiers. Kise against your bourgeoisie!
efuse to act as (he executioners of French imperialism, and to

murder your brothers. Fratermze with your German class
comrades! Fight for the united front of the proietariat, for the
overthrow of the imperiahst government and for sefting up a
workers’ governmemnt

Young German workers! Fight for the united front of the
roletariat, against the bourgeosie of all countries! Fight to

ce the propertied classes to pay the reparations! For the
workers' government! Ltor the arming of the proletariat! Only
by following these slogans will war and increased misery be
prevented. )

You hful comrades! We do not want to starve and perish

in the interests of capialism. Wherever the proletarians of ail
oountries unite (o fight against their impenalist bourgeoisie,
there you mus( stand mn the front ranks. )

The Executive Committee of the Communist Youth International.

—— ——— )

To the Workers and Peasanis of
South America

Comrades!

Fhe Fourth International Commumist Congress. h-id at
Moscow on the fifth anmiversary of the Russian Revolution
appeals to all the workers and peasants of South America to
prepare themselves for the class siruggle and to support the
revolutionary movement of the world proletariat.

The Role of the United States of America.

Ihe European War has announced the beginning of
Caprtalism’s last convulsions. The antagomsms ol the 1nter-
national bourgeoisie have ended in the mos! terrible massacre
the world has ever known in order to decide which of the
imperialist grouﬁa shall dominate. The proletariat has been
sacrificed by millions on the battle fields for the sake of capitalst
Imperialism and its attempt to solve the sharp crisis that 1s
leading inevitably to bankruptcy.

The war hag not solved that crisis. European Capitalism
sees ils inner convulsions increasing at the same time as the
class struggle becomes more acute. In the treaty of
Versailles, there 1s a new source of conflicts and . the grole(ariln
masses are coming more and more to realize that nothing but a
revolution can abolish the capitalist antagonisms. The unheard
of repressions to which we are subject today, the implacable
offensive of the bourgeoisie proves how critical the situation is to
the capitalists of the United States.

It is in North America alone that imperialisin has been able
to strengthen its position since the war, and the United States is
today a strong imperialist state. But following the war there
have arisen new causes for imperialist disputes. The antagonism
between the United States, England and ja n threatens anew the
peace of the world. American imperialism is developinq, is
creating the germs of future conflicts which mean new sacrifices
of blood for the proletarian masses. North America bids fair
10 be the center of the infernational bourgeois reaction against
the proletariat.

The Extent of United States Imperialism.

American Imperialism is trying to extend ifs domain iuu
all countries of the world. In Asia, in Africa, on the Pacific coast
it is looking for new fields of exploitation. And above all,
United States Imperialism intends o secure its domination in

a
Fdomination. “It is lookd
secule market for its goods, now’ that E with its capitalism
rottiftg at.its base, éan no lenger provid’im:lnuﬁm.

The Monroe - Dectrine serves the ' riean capitalists as a
means fo secure their economic conquests in Latin America.
loans, the new investments of American capital in indusfrial enter.
prises, in commercial and banking concerns, the railroad con
cessions; the shipging venlures, the acquisition of oil wells—al!
these many formg of American economic expansion show how
American capital‘is trying to make South America the base of
its industrial power.

This economic precaution also leads the bourgeoisie of the
various couniries to interferé in. the imperialist struggles of
Central America, of Panama, Columbia, Venezuela Peru. The
bourgeoisie of all the American countries prepares its reaction
against the proletariat by government opposition, and when th
workers of South America protest against the criminal measures
of United States capitalism, ag in the trial of Sacco and Vanzett:,
the governing classes stifle these demonstrations of the proletaria:
in order to show the subordination of their will.and interests o
those of Northern imperialism. The Pan-American Union of the
bourgeoisie is a plain fact as is its function, the maintenan o,
class privileges and a regime of oppression.

The Duty of the South American Proletariat.
Workers and peasants of South America!

Imperialist capilalism has introduced info your couinry il
same internaiional anfagopisms which led the people of Lurope
inio a most bloody war and most formidable reaction. It is time
to unite the revolutionary forces of the proletariat
c?pitalisis throughout America have umited against
class.

Comrades, the workers and peasants of South America
have not yet developed organization sufficiently discipfined dnd
united for action. Your class government avails itself of the help
of the formidable power of the United States, fo starip out your
eforts, stifle your sfruggle for emarcipation and ‘prevent every
revolutionary movement of your oppressed masses.

Workers and peasantsl. ‘the Communist Infernationa'
summions you. Da not forget that in the United States there are
Communisis ready {o_help you in the revolutionary struggle. The
comution fight of .the proldtariat of all the American cotmiries
against the American capitdlists is a vital necessity for _the
exploited masses. It faces you as the one means to your. security.

‘le heroic example of the Russian Revolution fighting desperateiv
Zainst internafional tapitalism will make you comprehend what
end awaits you, if you remain indifferent while the ruling class
intensifies ifs capifalist exploitation.” The antagonism between
high finance and industry is increasing in your coufitries and
the imernational imperialist struggles {hreafen to involve ‘you
also, in (he massacre. ’

Comrades, face the bourgeois offensive with a united pro
letariat. Organize, all{ your revolutionary actions “with the
movements of the workers and peasants in America” and all
countries.of the world. . Fight against your own bourgeoisie and
vou will be fighting United States imperialism wirich represents
the highest point of capitalist reaction. Rally round the banneér of
the Russian Revolution which has laid the foundation for . the
world revolution of the proletariat. R g

Like the Russian revolutionaries, prepare yourselves (o
transform all attempts at war into an open struggle of the working
class against the bourgeoisie.” Like them, undertake action agains
Imperialism and g:)epnre.ﬂte dictatorship of the etariat which
will destroy the bourgeois dictatorship in all America. If you
remain divided and chsorganized, the American bourgeoisie will
destroy you, will st oul your movemenis and increase
capitafist exploitation im -nulliying your ﬁrevious conquests.
The fight against your own bourgeoisie will become more and
more a siruggle against world imperialism and a battle of all the
exploited against all the exploiters.

Comrades! Organize! Str n {qur Communist
Parties and create parties where they not already exist. Ally
your movement with the ement of all Amcric;&()g:inuniﬁts
Organize the revolulionar;r%:q?curiat who fight under the red flag
and work for the existence;®f sections of the Communist Infer-
national and the Red International of Labor Uniong in every par!
of America. ' -

Long live the Red Imternational of Labor Unions!

Long live International Communism!

Long live Soviet Russia!

i.ong live the revolutionary proletariat of America and .he

World Revolution! )
The F xecutive Commiittee of the Communist International

Printed by Friedrichstadt.Druckerei G. m. b.,H., Berlin. SW, 48
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The Situation of Soviet Russia

By L. Kamenev.
(From a speech delivered at the 10th All-Russian Soviet Congress.)

. This we enter upon a fresh creative
revolution, In this period the tasks oonfmﬁn'g the leaders of
the first proletarian state consist in ragld y grasping the
distinguishmg features of the eﬁch, and safely and victoriously
mududmg,e : rs and peasants through the
mnumerable difficulties and obstacles.

We must not forget that the severity and acuteness of
the civil war was caused the resistance offered
by the bourgeoisic. We know to-day that the army and the
resistance of the Russian bourgeoisie were trivial, and that the
avil war could have been over in a few months, or even
weeks, if the workers and peasants of Russia had been o
by the Russian bourgeoisie only. The civil war dragged on for
years; but this was due to the fact that the international
bourgeoigie came to the aid of the Russian. It is only to-day
that we can maintain that the first fundamentat condition towards
really peaceful and creative work has been fulfilled. For a long
time there has no longer been heard with us the rattle of the
White Guards’ machine guns, nor the roar of foreign cannon,
and this has almost made us forget that it is but a short time
since the cannon of the foreign occupants have been silenced in
the Far East. The war was not ended when we defeated Denikin
and drove Wrangel into the sea; it is.only ended now, by the
reconquest of the Far East. It is only now that we can assert
that the working masses, from Vladivostok. to Baku, from Batum
to Petrograd, and from Odessa to Archangel, are united in
one state organism under the red Soviet flag.

We are united, but this unity uires -exact definition
demands strict state outlines. We now have the possibility of
proceeding with this work, and one task of the 10th congress
will be to solve the question of the creation of a Soviet F. 1
State. Our.Federation will be an alliance such as the world
has not yet seen. Cultural liberty, and the right of withdrawal
from the federal state, are assured to every member. Tsarist
Russia, which held its millions of together !
knout, by means of and governor als, was forced
to disappear. An alliamce is arising over its ruins, an alliance
baged “on y “of rights, on the recogmition of the rights
of every nation, on the unity of economic interests and. of the
goals ‘being striven for. A R

Our second task is to strengthien oir o0 with regard
fo foreign policy. - We meed peice,” We are willing to adapt

iod of the

means of the

on

ourselves to the economic life. of the whole world. When we
look back to the months in which the conferences of Genoa and
The Hague took place, we see that real prospects existed of
effective agreements being reached at these comferences; and
because there were such prospects, we gent our representatives.
We were indeed convinced that these conferences
really meant business, but when we inquired the price,
we found it so high that we were obliged to retire from the
bargain. Our will to peace induced us to agree to far-reachin
concessions, but international imﬁrialism appears to have ho
for stil more. .Genoa and The Hague were failures, and failed
because our delegates declared:
further.”

To-day, more than half a year since Genoa and The
Hague, we are able to say: “Not only cam we not concede
one step further, but we are now no longer willing to grant the
concessions which we offered befare.” believe that not onmly
our friends, but also our enemies, are well aware that we are
practical politicians, and when we make this declaration, it
s solely because time has been working for us, because our
position is becoming more and miore secure, while that of our
enemies is daily more shaken and insecure.

At the Genoa conference we entered into the Rapallo
agreement, which we can set up as a_model for furture treaties
to be made between Soviet Russia and is countries. This
was the first treaty entered into by a boutrgeois state labori
under the yoke of the conquerors. We also signed provisiona
treaties with Czecho-Slovakia, with Sweden, with Norway,
and are waiting patiently untidl the Parliaments of these
countries follow %hen- governmentis. and ratify the treaties. On
the other hand, we were obliged to décline the treaty with
the Halian government for the reason that we were no longer

e cannot concede one step

in the position in which Soviet Russia found it necessary to

sign any contract. The time is t when Soviet Russin,
surrmm(ed by enemies, was to make maximum, con-
cessions. . W
A certain changé in the trend of feeling towarde Ruesia
may also be observed in Amterica. We do not ¢redit the bour,
governitients with - cleverness, and no oné will "fo

controver me when I ady that the bourgeoie clase as & mﬁa .
m'

class, Has’ very little 'Historical
miust . nof déem : our ehemieés 80

m;’d. that - they
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