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countenanced by the L.W.W. which officislly declared :against

them more than four years ago, on the grounds that fotce in--

variably defeats itsell” No ome the LW.W.,, a legal
organization, for not advotating force or sabqhge—espeaall‘:'een:
the face of the great persecutions to which its members have
subjected. But surely these were not the sole reasons for not
joining the Berlin Infernational? Was not the main reason that
the leaders had here a glimmering of sense—a feeling that the
Berlin International was not an [nternational at all, but merely
a thing which existed on paper aud in the minds of a few isolated
and muddle headed idealists, and that it lE)rob'ably would not last
a year? Let us at least credit them with this.

And so the 1.W.W. decided to remain without any inter-
national affiliation, but to open correspondence with both these
Internationals, in order to exchange information. Later, it was
said, the .W.W. would aid in the formation of a “true” Inter-
national which would really be the right one.

Reports were made of progress in organization of the
marine transport workers and the coal miners. It was stated
that the members of the United Mine Workers were joining the
L.W.W. as a result of their recent unsuccessful strike. Here we
see an apt illustration of the disastrous policy of dualism, which
has for years paralyzed the American labor movement. An
interesting example of the ufter illoﬁicalness of the orthnrdox
I.W.W. leaders may be observed in this convention. Some time
ago, the leaders of the United Mine Workers introduced a clause
forbidding any of their members to hold an LW.W. card. The
report stales that many of the members of the United Mine
Workers, however, do hold these cards, and “it is considered
likely that, at the next comstitutional convention of the miners’
organization, there will be action to abolish the prohibitive
clause”. And this, from the leaders of an organization
which  has always attacked the policy of working
within the trade unions! This, from those I.W.W. spokesmen
who have always derided the possibility of ever accomplishin
anything against the reactionary machine of the older unions
If it is impossible to alter the old unions, and make them into
better omes, throu%h working within them, how on earth can
they expect to abolish a clause in the constitution of the Mine
‘Workers, by these means? And, if they can succeed in this, in
the face of the opposition of the reactionaries, then they can
Siicceed in anything else, They have here themselves given the
lie to their own teaching® #nd it is to be hoped their mrember-
ship will perceive it, and learn the lesson.

The 1.W.W. has doubled its membership in the past year,
it was reported, and is now over 50,000. How pitiful is this
acknowledgement of wasted energy, suffering and heroism! In
1905, when the LW.W. was fouded, it had 50,000 members. After
17 years of dual unionism, they are still feeding their Utopianism
on “encouraging reports” on the growth of the membership. If
all the splendid efforts, the enthusiasm and unexampled courage
of the membership had been devoted to the siruggle of the
workers within the great unions, what a movement we should
have in America, after these 17 years!

At it is, the L.W.W. has manifested, by its latest Conven-
tion, the complete bankruptcy of its theoretical leaders and of
dual unionism in general. Alse, it does not show the old I.W.W.
spiril--the remarkable spirit of prolelarian vafor, which once
distinguished it. The membership is sound; it confains still all
the elements of the old fine fighting force. But there are new
and different leaders—or old leaders grown older and atrophied
—and it is fo this rank and file, this sound and courageous
membership, that we should appeal. Let them ascertain
for themselves what the Red International of Labor Unions stands
for. Let them forget old prejudice, and read for themselves of
the splendid work of the Trade Union Educational League in
America. Let them apply the lessons of the past to their present
condition, coldly, scientif{ca'tly, realistically.

1f they do this, we fee] sure the members of the L.W.W. .

will demand of their leaders that they join hands with the great
forward movement of American labor, rather than seek to p

this or that petty section from the body of the trade unions whic
are now suffering the full force of the capitalist “open shop”
oﬂenswg. T will manifest their infention of working
hannomo_u;ljy with all those forces in America making for one
great united revolutionary labor movement; and they will then
see that the only International which really is bui{ding up a
world-wide industrial revolutionary army of the workers is the
Red Infernational of Labor Unions.

Let us hope they will see this. If they do not; if t
®orget all their glorious revolutionary 1radih)¢,)ns, and meem

Gompers.

follow their present’ vadllating teaders--blind ledders without a

rogram-—then there’ is otill softie advice “to: offer -thém: they
?o the Yellow Amstérdain Interiatiomal. “I{ is safe and sound
and characterless, - However, it is just’a litite too radical for
It may be just right for them. =

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

Who rules Russia?
By G. Neradov (Moscow).

Full information is- provided on this very imporiant
question the material compiled by the Russian People’s Com.-
missariat for international Affairs on the members of the Execu-
tive Commiftees in the governments and districts, during the
year 1922, .

Of the members of the Executive Committees of the govern-
ments in 1922, 99.4 Y;r cerit were men and 0.6 per cent women.
The professions of the members were as follows: 40.8 cent
hand workers, 11.8 per cents peasants, 4.1 per cent technicians
with medium and high school education, 2.5 per cent physicians,
11.3 per cent of the legal profession, 9.9 per cent teachers,
21.7 per cent clerks, etc., 1.6 per cent soliders, 0.3 per cent free

rofessions, 2.5 per cent students, 3.5 per cent other vocations;
S‘).l per cent belonged to the Communist Party and 10.9 per cent
were non-partisan. The members of the district executives are
divided as follows: men 99.1 per cent, womea 0.9 per cent,
workers 30.6 cent, peasants 26.4 per cent, techmicians 1.3
per cent, physicians 0.6 per cent, legal profession 0.1 cent,
teachers 6.5 per cent, clerks, etc., 25.9 cent soliders 2.4 m
cent, free professions 0.7 per cent, students 3.3 cent, ot
vocations 2.2 per cent. Commmunists 81.7 per cenr:dher parties
0.1 per cent, non-partisan .18.2 per cent. The executives of the
cities were composed of the following proportions: men 95.1
per cent, women 4.9 per cent, workers 53. cent, pedsants 7.3
per cent, physicians 4.9.per cent, clerks, etc., 19.5 per cent, students
122 per cent, other vocations 2.4 per cent, communisis 61.0
per cent, non-partisan 39.0 per .cent. .

Thus for tlie whole of Russig, in the executives of the

E)MM(&,-MM& capital c:ﬁuo( the ‘govermiments, of the
istricts, of the cities, and of the main towns of the districts, we
find the following proportions esented: men 90.0 per cent,
women 1.0 per-.cent.—Workers 33.0 per cent, peasants 24.0
per oent, technicians 1.6 gx cent, 6phys|ciana 1.0 per cerit, legal
ch f.8

profession 0.3 per cent, per cent, clerks, etc., 25.0
per cent, soldiers 2.1 drer cent, free professions 0.5 per cent,
students 3.3 per cent, other vocations’2.4 per cent.—Communists
82,5 per ceni, non-party 17.5 per cent.

In the above statistics the proportion of the vocations is of
great importance. The largest percenta§e falls to the manual
workers, the second largest to the employe’s; then follow the
peasants, and then comparatively insignificant numbers of re-
presentatives of other ‘professions, chi teachers and . students.
It is much to be , considering how important economic
questions are at the present time, that the technicians should be
so poorly represented among the members of our eéxecutives.
There is however no doubt but that after our schools have
trained large %roups of red specialists, these figures will undergo
a favorable alteration. At present it seems as if the workers
and peasants prefer to manage without specialists in their re-
presentative organs, rather than elect bourgeois specialists whoin
they do not trust.

As regards the education of the members of the executives,
the proportions are as follows: 6.7 per cent with high school edu-
cation, 16.5 per cent with mredium, 66.6 per cent elementary
:(;hool, 7.9 per ceni self-taught, and 0.3 per cent with very slight

ucation.

These statistics show the Soviet republic to be very poor
in educated administrators, Buf this is not our fault. The ruling
classes gave the people no education, and it was extremely diffi-
cult to make this good during the years of civil war. ~These
figures only go to show that in Russia the Soviet democracy
rules. This democracy is still uneducated to-day, but the process
of approprialing cultural advantages has begun, and is con'inu-
ing rapidly. ur high schools, our workers’ educational in-
stitutions, are filled to-day with representatives of the city prole-
tariat and the peasantry. A few years more. and the reigning
S(:ivict democracy will have the cultural level it falls short of
today. —
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The Communist International Against War

By Walter Stoecker (Berlin).

. An extremely critical situation has arisen in Central
Europe, with unéxpected rnpiditxl._ _French imperialism has laid
its hand upon the Riuhr coal. The German government offers
resistance, and a state of war has been practicaily, if not formally,
created belween Framce and Germany. This oonflict has been
brought about by the lust for power of French imperialism, which
s anxious to secure the Ruhr district in addition to the many
other positiong which it now occupies on the European con-
tinent, so that it may be enabled fo take ifs place incontestabl
as the leading power in Europe. not only from a military stand):
point, but from an economic one, and that it may above all the
enabled to confront England with the possession of the largest
oal district of Europe.

The_short-sighted ‘and disastrous policy pursued by the
German Cuno government was exceedingly lavorable to these
designs. QGerman heavy industry has systematically driven the
finances of Germany ever further on the downward path, has
plunged- the state into insolvency and bankruptcy, and has at the
ame timte shamelessly seized the opportunity of increasing its
own wealth, of accumulating enormous profits. Thus the situ-
ation became more and more acute. Poincaré had Essen occu-
pied. The German Cuno governmient, alter several times vainly
offering Poincaré the co-operation of German and French in-
dustry, has now broken off relations with France,, stopped all
payment of reparations to her and Belgium, withdrawn the coal
syndicate from Essen, and adopted a number of other measures
signifying a stale of gusive resistance against France.

. This policy is of course %risl to the mills of French mili-
farism. Naturally the whole of the Ruhr district will now be
occupied, and not alone this, but recourse will probably be had to
other severe reprisals, and fo thé further tion of Germany.
Above all, the militarists will take the Ruhr coal, will cut off he
Ruhr district from the rest of Germany, and thus - enormously
accelerate her ecoftomic collapse, Renewged depreciation of mone-
lary values, immeasurable rises in prices, and unemployment,
wifl weigh upon the German workin% clags éven more heavily
fhan before. This disastrous policy of-the Cuno government is
plunging the German working class into the. abyss.

Signs of impending fempest may be seen in other direc-
tions, Lithuania has seized upon a part of the Memel district,
and Poland oo js only waiting for a favorable opportunity.
L\lahonam ll:) .bet%mim agrlilot_xs dninger in‘Germany. No om;
nows how long ‘Engl will remain an inactive -spectator o
France’s ‘frérﬂ'e‘nﬁ‘oda extensions of power. In tl;:is grave and

critical moment the Executive of the Communist International
appeals for a determined offensive fight against the danger or
war. A {elegram from  Moscow conmnissions the French and
German Comwmunist Parties, and the red trade unions of France,
immediately to approach the 2 Socialist Internationals and the
Amsterdam trade union international for the immediate organiza-
tion of a united proletanar fron! against the danger of war.

It is well known that the leaders of the reformist inter-
national held a conference at The Hague only a few week’s ago,
a so-called peace conference, af whicﬁ they resolved to repl{ to
any danger of war by the proclamation of a general strike of the
v.ocking class. I he hour has come for these ieaders to keep their
voud. f they fhirk of taking their own resolutions seriously.
The whole proletariat of Europe should rise like gne man against
the act of lnpeilalist nujiarist vio.ence comnnlleﬁ by the French
boulgeoisie in the Ruhr district, against the disastrous policy of
the German capitalist Guno government, against the tremendous
dangers involved by this conflict, and should also protest by
delermined mass actions, fo the ulmost extent of ils powers. The
Communist International by no means makes the proposition of
taking up the defensive fight conjointly with the Second Inter-
national out of any great faith which it feels in the leaders of
that body, but for the sake of the great masses of proletarians
behind d;ese leaders, and for the sake of showing these masses
their task as a proletarian class in the present situation, that
they may' if possible be won for the proletarian defensive fight.

T%e roletariat of France, Belgium, England, Italy, Czecho-
Slovakia, Pr())land, and Germany, should gather together in this
hour for a great unifed fraternal struggle against French imperia-
lism and German capitalism, against the frightful danger of a
fresh war in Central Europe. And the parties of the 2. Inter-
natiomal and of the Amsterdam trade unions, posses the power ‘o
do this, if they only would, But instead of {his what do we see?
The French socialists confine themselves to a few protest meet-
ings, and decline to join the the communists and revolutionary
trade umions in an earnest proletarian struggle; the Belgian labor
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party even limifs its action fo a paper resolution of its national
council, although Belgian soldiers are amongst those invading -

the Rufir district. We hear nothing of really determined strugg—
les, or of an{ f)ressure exercised by the great English Labor
Parly.WThe talian social democrats are accomplices of Musso-
lini.. We
Polish socialists and reformists. This is the a !
by the intermational solidarity of the second “mtgrnahonal”. Tl.le

)

efer to make no mention whalever of the Czech and:
arance presented *
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‘critical situation proves only too drastically that it is
:i;.fin:?rgzti%ml of words de oot of deeds, and its leaders in
fact hold to their expressed intention of m‘Q deserting their native
country, that is, their bourgeoisie, in the “hour of danger”.

¥l is regrettable thal the German social democracy also
stands in theegnt ranks of this association. Instead of at last
realizing its duties towards the proletariat, instead of at last
abandoning the disastrous errors of its coalition policy, and of the
capitalist policy of fulfilment of war obligations, German social
democracy again refuses to accede to the earnest fi htmgl;{xro-

osals of the communists against the occupation of the Ruhr
istrict, and agains{ the Cuno government. Once more it takes
sides with the bourgeoisie, as it has done since August 1914;
once more it joins the mational united front, if somewhat
shamefacedly, and keeps peace with the German bourgeoisie.
The leader of the Socal Democratic Reichstag fraction,
Hermann Miiller, declares that in this situation the social demo-
crals support the Cuno govermment, and expressly approve its
measures. All over Germany we see the social democratic
leaders, who have trampied the interests of the German prole-
tariat underfoot ever smce the outbreak of war, again striking
a severe blow at the inlernalional prolelariat by their conduct.

We are fully convinced that thousands upon thousands of
social democratic workers in all countries will refuse to follow
the cxample of their leaders, that confronted with this fi'ru
sericus danger of war they will open their eyes as to the policy
of their leaders, and we are convinced that there are innumerable
social democralic class commdes who think like the right-socia-
list workman at the Essen district conference, who protested
loudiy against the jingoism of s social democratic fraction, and
called out: That the demonstrations of the German bourgeoisie
seemed (o him like protesiations of street robbers that other
street robbers _cize them by .ie throat, or of prostitutes that
they are violated. This embittered trend of feeling among many
social democratic workers was also expressed in the attitude of
the social democralic fraclion in the German Reichsiag.
social democratic memtbers ot the Reichsia&cielt exiremely an-
comlortable in this national united front in company of Cuno
and Stinnes, and the residue of their proletarian and infernational
sense of duty, led to the complete dissolution of the social demo-
cratic Reichstag fraction. ‘hile the majority of fhe fraction
supported the vote of contidence in the Cuno government, a great
many members abstained from voting at all, and 16 others gave
up their voting paJFers with the express explanation that they
were not voting. hus it was only the communists who une-
quivocally declared class war against the Cuno government
in the German Rewchstag,and manifested by their votes that they
actually take up this war. In France also, it is only the commu-
nists who have taken up a really determined siruggle against
French militarism, and who are being thrown into the French
prisons for repeating Karl Liebknecﬁt’s cry of: War against
imperialist war!

The Communist Inlernational expects of all workers, em-
ployés, ofiicials, peasants, and soldiers, including those belonging
to the socialist parties, tha: they now take up fhe fight all over
Europe agaiust the capitalists, that all the exploiled join forces
against al| exl::k)llers, all proletarians against the bourgeoisie.

IHence the step taken by the Commumist International, hence
the repeaicd earnest appeal for a common prolefarian fight,
despite all lack of faith in the reformist leaders. The prolefariat
of Furope is confromted with the choice: either to join with the
mational bourgeoisie in the national united front, and to take part
in the fresh war, in the new and terrible conflicts and ruin of
Central Europe, or fo join the workers of all countries in inexor-
able class war and ruthless struggle and war against inter-
national capital. The Communist International is af ils post, it is
determined and ready to fight. It is now the turn of the Second
International and of the Amsterdamers fo speak.

| POLITICS

Resoluiion of the Moscow Soviet
on ithe Ruhr Question

. The plenum ot the Moscow Soviet considers it iis duty to
voice ils protest and indignalion, in the names of the millions of
proletarians of Moscow, the red capital of ‘he Soviet republic,
agains( the attempt of the bankrupt urgeoisie to again plunge
the peoples of Europe into a new and bloody imperiakist war,

The attempts of the French and German working masses to

begin ﬁghiing against the criminal bourgeoisie have been con-
fronfed

and Amsierdan internatiomals, who refused the immediate organi-
Zation of the umited front for the fight of the workers.

y fresh treachery on the part of the leaders of the second
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The l"“‘"m of the Moscow Soviet stigmatizes these be
trayers of the wodm, class as utterly despicable, but at (he
same time enthusiastically greets the heroic struggles of the Com,
munist Parties of France and Germany, on whose shoulders the
whole burden of the fight falls, i1 so &ngemus an hour for the

workin

'Fhe plenum of the Moscow Soviet appeals to the working
men and women of all countries, and above all fo those of France
and Germagy, fo close ranks beneath the flag of the Communist
International and Red International of Labor Unions, these sojs
leaders and champions of the cause of peace, of the cause of
emancipation of the working class, of the cause of Communism,

For the workers of all countries the slogan must be: War
againgt war!

United front of the working class against the crimes of the
bourgeoisie!
Long live the fight of the working class!

. Long live the general slaff of the working class—the Com.
mumist International

The Sttuation in Haly

By Edmondo Peluso (Rome).

I'he solenm entry of the victor fmo the city of the Caesars,
escorted by the great Facist army, the ovations of the bourgeoisie,
the approval of the king, — all this but a few weeks ago, aroused
the belief, that Mussolini’s reign would be a fairly long one.

But despite all this, it has sufficed to watch him at his
work for barely two months, and closely to observe his first
actions as head of the government,-to arrive at the conclusion
that the dictatorship of the Fascist chief will not die of old age.

T'he great masses who helped Fascism fo power, because
fhey hoped fo Find in it a new Messiah for their salvation, began
to disinlegrate immedjately aHer the first days. ol the Fascist
ministry. For the economic basis of this rty is complelely
lacking in firmness and slability, and Mussolini is quite unable
to pursue a policy calculated o even half satisfy all the heteroge-
neous elements which have gathered around him outside the great
masses of the proletariat.

" The hour has come for him to redeem his promises. Mus-
solini’s " followers, greedy for booty and profits, are pressing
around him and demanding their reward for having changed
their creed. Thus the first experience of the dictator is the deep
disappointment of the band of adventurers and carreer hunters.
According to Mussolini’s anfrouncement, he appointed {o govern-
mental posts, that is, as accomplices in his policy, generals and
men possesing the “required elasticity” of movemen{ for {hese
“delicate” an confidentiat functions “(governmental and police
presidents). In this manner not only have the liberals and demo-
crats of yesterday been swcgt out of the way with one blow,
but also the mationalists, the brothers-in-amms of the Fascisti, and
these now feel themselves (o be treated as patriots of an inferior
Quality, if not actually as suspicious characters. Their motio:
“The king and the nation”, has gone out of fashion, for in the
eyes of the ex-revolutionary there is but ome motto which has
la;xnyd xalue or validity to-day: “ For Mussolini, God, and father-

All who do not fully share this view are suspicious charac-
ters. This is the reason why so many organizations have been
dissiloved; among them &’Annunzio's organization, the “Legion
of the Bold”, by which a strong band of fiery and belligerent
youth has been driven imo the ranks of the oppositicn. The dic-
tator has wrested the weapons from their hands, but he cannot
disarm their spirit.

The germs of disintegration, long present but still latent,
have now penetrated openly info the ranks of the great Fascist
army. In Ferrare, Rome, and other places, the Condotfiere are
figthing briskly against the Fascist bands ofr the maintenance of
their dominance in their sphere of activity.

One of the first offical acts of the dictator was to dismiss
numerous officials, and to replace these by tools of his own,
By this he has considerably increased the number of discontented
in the ministerial and administrative bodies, And instead of
improving their material position, he has on the contrary, done
away with the special remuneration for overtime work, and has
further burdened these and all other workers by a wage fax.

Since 1870 the schools of Ifaly have been secular.
But Mussolini has recently proclaimed fhat the secular teaching
of the schools is 1o be done away withl and religious instruction

reintroduced. Acgording to Mussolini “Religious instruction will
form in future the mmin foundation of the public educafional
system, and will effect the whole work of restoring the “ ltatian
morale ”. The irony of late wills it that this religous reformafion

~
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is {o be the work ‘of the one-time schoolmaster and arch-Jacobin
Mugsolini, * Bat the anli-religious and freemasonic strala are still
fairly powerful in lu]#:eoo that this decision of the Fascist govern-
ment may only have {he efiect of bringu’ngrto a head the dull hate
of Ialian freemasonry for the dictator. The are a large number
of leading commanders m {he Fascist ranks, as for insiance Italo
Balbo of Bologna, who are at the same fime high dignitaries
among freemasons, and are by no means in agreement with Mus-
solini on this subject. - ~

The annulment of the compulsory housing measures, in
force since the war, has been announced by the new ministry
to take place within a short time, and (his has brought about
a cerfain feeling of panic among the petty bourgeois circles who
chose Mussolini for their idol. lor such a measure will plunge
a great numbar of mobourgeois households into the greatest
possible uneertaint coutusion through fear of nolice to quit,
of the troubles of ¥louse hunting, and especially of the inevitable
rise in rents.

By increasing the term of compulsory active military service
in [aly“to 18 months, the Fascist government not only further
ruins the slate exchequer, already burdened by a deficit of 6 billion
lire which the Fascist government had promised to cover, but it
nas also aroused the chssatisfaction of ihe great masses of Italian
peasants, wo form the main strength of the active slanding army
and are by no means pleased o make the government a present
of lo_;_rﬁ years of slavery.

e above is a fair outline of the whole of the positive work
accomplished by the dicwator since October 28. It would be a
waste of {ime {o enumerale all the persecutions of the proletariat,
all the restrictions ot every description imposed on the press, on
the right of holding meetings, efc., quite contrary to law and even
io the constitution. It will suffice % we mention that only a few
plays ago, in Turin, a specially mobilized Fascist troop was able
{o_slaughier ten proletariane in cold blood, in the open street,
without the government taking any steps whatever to prevent it,
as a reprisal for the death of two Fascisti killed in a {umult.

ut the dictatorship against the workers can omly be main-
fained if the bourgeoisie succeeds in mainfaining unity in ifs
own ranks. But the latest measure of the dictator, the dissolution
of the Royal Guard and ifs substifution by a Fascist guard, seems
lo have struck a severe blow at the foundations of the military
basis which constitules his real power. As soon as the formation
of a Fascist guard was announced, the Corriere della Sera, the
organ of the educated Ifalian bourgeoisie, uttered the first cry of
warming, and dearly poi out the dangers atiendant on the
formation of a guard for the special purposes of a single party,
or rather of a single person: Mussolini.

The decree announcing the dissolution of the Royal Guard,
and coming into force onnfanuary 1., has aroused the bitterest
indignation among the 100,000 ice officials who thus find
themselves thrown_unceremoniously into the street, for the most

1t enfirely without means of sug.port. This fact allows us to

ter comprehend - the evenis which took place on December 31.
and January 1., in almost al' the large towns of ltaly, but especially
in Turin und Naples, where the Rt‘)iyal Guards, hitherto comrades-
in-arms of the Fascisti, killed and wounded a large number of
them, burmt down the Fascist club houses, and marched through
the main streels to the accompaniment of revolver and rifle fire,
and of cries of “Down with Mussolini! Down with the Fas-
cistil”

The government prohibited the newspapers from publishing
any other mn the official report of these occurences. But the
fact that it seeks to hide the truth is in itself sufficient proof of
the importance of the movement, though the government asserts
that it has successfully suppressed it. Even if we assume this
to be correct, we may conlidently believe that the government is
only temporarily successful in suppressing one of the forces which
it. has unchained against itself.

For it will be Mussolini’s fate to fall by the hands of the
lorces which he will enoounter in ever rincreasin‘z numbers on his
road of oppression. And the day is not far off.

ECONOMICS

The Situafion of Russian Indusiry
.By Bogdanov.

From a speech delivered at the 10th All Russian Soviet Congress.

During the four years of civil war the whole of our forces
were employed in deLnding our frontiers, and in fighting
countér-revolution; industry. was  away on leave, so to speak,
and we could only await the moment when it would be- possible
fo resume work. This became possible this year; industry has
had to prepare-for the attack,”and to do 'so under the conditions

of the New Eoonomic Policy. We must describe the difficult
conditions attendant on the reconstruction of the organi-
zation of our industry, its collision with the free market, and with
the New Economic Policy. .

. It is clear that the New Economic Policy is no acciderital
episode in our revolutionary str:ldggk; it is mot a method which
we adopt to-day, and can discard again to-morrow by a decree
of the same or another congress; it is a definite rocess, and
A long period will be required before it has fulfiﬁed ils task
of stréngthening our economics and attaining a higher form of
organizaion for our industry. It is only after we have reached
this higher level of development that we can pass painlessly
over to socialism.

The difficuit Conditions of the First Period.

The transition to the New Economic Policy involved de-
priving industry to a considerable extent of state support, and
the industrial undertakings were obliged to raise the means
required to pay wages themselves, and to purchase raw materials,
fuel, etc. in the market. But famine, lack of purchasing power
among the peasantry, fear of putting bread and goods on the
market, had had such an effect that there was no market at all,
and industry was thus frequently forced to sell its products to
any buyer who presented himself, without making any proper
calculation, and without considering whether the buyer was a
private dealer or a state authority. The goods had to be sold
to any body who paid cash enabling wages to be paid. The
state, just beginning to regulate its finances, had not yet ceased
to take over the products of industry for purposes of systematized
ecortomics, without giving materia! compensation for tﬁe products
taken. This period lasted for about eight months, and was not
properly overconie until the spring. Despite the difficult con-
ditions governing the market, industry has carried through its
task successfully; the apparatus conirolling industry, and the
workers engaged in industry, have been able to maintain their
position. Their future task consists in rendering this position
more secure.

Light Industry.

Especially good progress has been made in the sphere
of light industry (an increase of production of one and a half
times to four times that of our year crisis, 1920). Here we find
a_production sufficing in many cases to meet the requirements
of our market.

At the same time all factors of production have con-
siderably improved during this year in light industry, for in-
stance, in the textile industry. We have increased and improved
our sources of supply of raw materials and fuel, we have increased
the productivity of work by one and a half to two and a half times
in the various branches of the textile industry, we have in-
creased the work of the industrial undertakings by two to three
times, attaining to two thirds of the pre-war standard. The actual
wages of the workers reached 70 per cent of the pre war wages.
Compared with 1921, and especially compared with 1920, we
have taken an enormous stride forward; the textile industry has
a firm footing, and its further progress is dependent on the
measures {aken. 1

The working conditions in the fextile indusiry were per-
haps the most difficult of all. In October the price realized for
chintz was lower thaa the c?et price, which resulted in a gradual
diminution in the turdover'capital of this branch of industry.
The condition required to aid this industry, and to enable it
to continue ils work, is the granting of a credit assisting it o
overcome, as easily as possible, the inevitable autumn depression.

The Question of Raw Material.

After the revolution the peasants ceased to produce raw
materials for indusiry; they cased to breed cerfain animals,
for instance sheep, so that the supply of sheep’s wool was greatly
reduced. The progress which we now observe in light industry
is closely bound up with our progress in obtaining supplies of raw
materials. This year we must import from abroad about
2 million puds of cotton and 300,000 puds of sheep’s wool. One
of our most fundamental tasks for next year is the improvemenut
of our raw material economics.

Heavy Industry.

The other great section of our industry is the metal
industry. Although productivity has increased here a'so, although
we can speak of a tﬁreefold production of cast iron and a double
production of Martin steel, still the proportion is very small
as compared with pre-war _fmoduchon, being only 4 per cent in
the case of cast iron, and 7% per cent for Martin steel. These
figures show what little progress has been made in this branch
og industry as compared with that observed in other branches.

But we cannot work without metal; without metal we., =
cannot improve our means of transport. i
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ition of the metal industry differs in various places.
The Ut:f ln:;(imstriﬂ, hvilﬁ cheap labor and considerable quan-
tities of wood fuel at its disposa n%mdbng:rmd
its projected production from 4 fo 8 mi puds this year.
This improvement began ‘1;‘1 ‘ﬁug::t... and the productivity m
creases rapidly from mon N

Petrograd has obtained fuel in return for the wood shaw-

sold abroad, and is reviving the factories (chiefly of the
metal and metallurgic industry), with this fuel. The locomotive
factories can nowrm the future with greater confidence, their
Pposition being secured by orders for 508 new locomotives withm
three years, and by 1,800 large repairing orders. .

Metal industry in the south is in a particularly diiffcult
position. This is the most important metal area, producing in
past years three quarters of the total metal production, about
180 mullion puds. The production here this year is somewhat
greater than in the Ural district, but the absolute' figures are
still very insignificant, amounting in all to only 2% per cent
of re-war figures. ) .

the l?x same brgnches of the metal-working industry a crisis is
impending. Lack of financial means renders it ungosub(e for
the traff.c commissariat to give the required orders. The produc-
tivity of the agricultural machinery industry is also extremely
small. The development of this indusiry is hamipered by the low
purchasing powers of the peasantry. The peasant was accustomed
to buy agricultural machines on credit, but the industry is mot
in a position to sel, its products on credit.

But even here, as in lcight industry, there is an mcrease
of productivity to be observed, one and a half times as mmch
having been produced in comparison with last year, while the
work demanded of the industrial underhkmgs‘ has so mqreastd,
that in many factories in the Ural district it has attamed to
more than 50 per ccnt of the pre-war standard. There is also
an improvement to be noted in the uhhization of raw materials
and fuel; the amount of cast iron produced with a certain
amount of fuel has increased. As in light industry, general
progress in productive conditions has been made, ard many
important advantages have been won. Further development de-
pends on the financial situation.

Fuel.

This year has also seen rapid strides forward with regard
to fuel. The output of both coal and naphta have increased; the
output ol naphtha, for instance is already 50 per cent of the
pre-war output. Our coal cutput is 34 per cent of the pre-war
output. The percentage of 1 employed for supplying the
mines decreases from year to year (39 per cent in 1920, 28 per
cent in 1022)
in the Don basin we passed through a severe crisis last
invo!ving considerable reduction of output.

Lhe naphta industry, on the other hand, has not reduced
its proluction, and Bakn and Grosny have been working with
the accuracy of clockwork during the whole year.

The utihzation of fuel has undergone much improvement
during the year, less wood being emmloyed, and more mineral
fuel. Three years ago 80 per cent of the fuel required by the
state had to be supplied by wood. In the future we shall however
calculate upon a rescrve o1 2 myllion cubic metres of wood only,
and meet the rest of our systematic foel-consumption by mineral
fuel. Only a slight further exertion is required, and we shall
have attained the normal pre-war proportion of wood amd
mineral fuel

year,

Electrification.

This year, as last, the state, despite fhe lack of financ.al
resources, expended considerable suins om electrification. Work
has already been complefed at the two most important stations
(that in Kaschira, and the *“Red Oclober ” station near Petro-

ad). Work is in full progress at the hydro-electric station
ei;lchovslroi, one of the greatest stations of Europe, and at
Tscheiyabinsk, Kisilowsk, and Nischni-Novgorod, and work has
also been begun at the station in Schatura and at the statioa
in the Don basin. We are also grocecding with the exploitation
of the Dnjepr river. This will mean a great hydro-eleciric
station giving life to the Jckaferinoslav district. pass over
a number of smaller stations without special mention. I need
only say that this work is proceeding minterruptedly, and that
within four years we shall have nine great stations enabhng us to
erect eleciric cenires all over Russia. These stations will con-
siderably renduce our costs of production, will allow of our
utilizing our fuel much more ctively, and will win for us
that strategic position from which we can organize our industry
properly, and ensure its further development

The General Situation.
Until October the prices of industrial products were con-

siderably lower than the corresponding pre-war prices, whea

industry to fully mmaintain its position in whole
sale trade, and has ined 50 to 70 per cent of the turnover in
its own hands. Here we have not abandoned one single position.
But state industry cannot deat directly with the immediate con-
sumers, the peasants. i

It is typical of our market that for the period of a year
fire seffing prices of the great industrial undertakings were
lower than the market prices. This difference was inconsiderable
during the time of depression in the summer, but it increased
with the revival of the market, and the market price of the best
selling mamufactured articles rose to 50 to 60 per cent above the
selling price of the trusts. This is a sign that the endeavor of
industry towards a rise in the price of ifs productions is a
healthy and normal phenomenon.

Foreign trade.

The role pla by the state organs in foreign trade has
greatly increa n’;td mnportance, and :mmximntely 50 per cent
of our foreign turnover falls to state industry. Our main X
branches, such as the wood indusiry, have won a secure position
m the market during this year. The export of our naphta pro-
ducts has greatly increased. This year a breach was made in
the blockade against oar naphtha products in foreign mmarkets,
and in the course of the year we exported naphtha to the value

of 14 million gold roubles.
The rubber mamwfaciuring industry is also bzgirming to
send its products to foreign m. s. The quality of the articles
manufactured is quite up fo foreign requiremen

Queséions of orgamization,

Before the 9th Soviet congress the orgamizatory ions
of .our indusiry, under the new conditions created state
capitalism, had not been adequately formmiated. The 9th congress
created the basis of re-organization. We have had o pass
the principle of various central distribution authorifies, from strici
centralism, to antonomy of the economic undertakings.

The fumdamental orgamizing cell of our industry, which
we have designated with fhe word “{irust”, has proved .n
cement of essential vitality. We do not form these trusts
mechanically all after one pattern, but consideration is
accorded tu ecomomic and feclmical conditions in each separafe
case. The other form of erganization of our industry, the omion
of the separate {rusts into syndicates, has also proved to be
of lasting value. More than 5(;per cent of our trusts are united
in syndicates.

What are the conclusions to be drawn from the sitmation
of our industry thus described? We must above all recognize
the fact that during the past year, industry has passed the dead

oint of the crisis of the last few years. This preliminary &tép

s been taken. It is greater in hyght industry than inr{eéﬁy.
There are signs that this development will further,’ for
the living forces of the proletariat are working for it, and these
forces strengthen imdustry buth quantitatively and qualitatively.

The commanding position incorporafed in our nationalized
state industry has remained completely in the hands of the prole-
tariat. We can look fo the coming year with much greater com-
fidence than we could at last year’s congress, when our industry
was still mexperienced in the New Econemic P . We are
able to wait, and we are able to demand conditions favarable to
us from the foreign capitalists wha are beginning to streams
towards us.

Our New Ecomomic Policy sefs us the task of emcounter~
ing foreign and infand capital—where theix appearance is unme
avoidable—with a mighty and cemtralized state industry. This
year has demonstrated that we are equal to this t and we
are ,“cll]'r convinced that next year our pesitions will be finally
secured.

The Economie¢ Situation in Hungary
and the Hungarian Proletariaf

By Georpg.

The results of the Hungarian counter-revolution have spelt
ruin {0 economy and starvation for the ing class, to an ex-
tent which horrilies even the bourgeocisie. Alter a briek period
of apparent prospertty, all the symptoms of an acuter crisis have
set in Among many calegories ot workers, as for instance in the
clothing trade, unemployment is increasing rapidly. In many
metal-ware factories discharges and short time are the order of
the day. The state finances are in a krighthl condition It is

But the stafe

are said to bave a deticit of 55 milliards, which

is to be “covered” by the issue of notes. The reparation 8

of the Entente have also done their work, and eflected a general

“ilight from the crown”. Fhe mpitalists accumulate foreign secu-

rities, and effect a great artificial depreciation of the crown, in

order te pr the insolvency of the country by this inflation

policy, w is consciously pursued even by OVEr nment.

A renewed wave of increased prices follows on the heels of the
kil of the crown, but wages remain unaltered.

; E:m m.governmen‘ : t“itotmd itself abliged to do something
fo placate 1¢ opimon year, and got an “emerg
action”. Tﬁis however ended in a miserazb{e ‘flivasm, and in?nqy
case was not miended to alieviate the misery of tim letaniat,
but merely to distract the atiention of the workers thrric
plight. The bourgeoisie mﬁs almost complete freedom from taxa-
tion, while all slate liabilities are borne the working class
and the small farmers. The landowners sefl their products abrosd
for the sake of higher proliis, while Hungary itself, although lor
the most part agrarian, is. forced to buy the same products, [ats,
pofaloes, and even wheat abroad. The result of thig is that food
prices have continually increased, even at the time whem the Hun.
Enan crown was temporarily stabilized last year, and did not

llow the downward movement of the German mark. This ex
tortion in prices is s ted by the government, as. this is in
the hands of the large landowners and. ers. The state authe-
rities frequently proceed against mmall dealers (thus a sireet
hawker, an ﬂl-d:ur invald, was ialerned in camp for two years
for excessive prices), while usurers and proliteers on a largy
scale go scot free. is usury exercised agaimst the wasking
class by high prices and taxation, combined with the lowest. wageg
in Europe, is driving the workers inio (he miseries af farmae.
In order fo suppress any desperate actions ou. the part of the
working class, the Horthy government requires the aid, not
only of its demwcratic parfiamentarissr, but alsa a continuation of
the White Terror, mow legalized in the form of a “security [aw”,
and also carried o iftegally by the Fascist arganizatians.

There is no wosder #hat ign capital takes a pmrticudar
interest in this White Guard Eldorado. Czecho-Slowahian, arder-
takings are removing to Hungary with their machiner » Erench
capitalists are investmyg their momey in Flungasian undertakings,
and are having new builcinE; crected, Belgian capital is applying
for the mmmicipal undertakings of the capital city, and even
Stinnes has wot omitted the Hungarian proletariat from his plan
of reconstruction. He already has a share in a number of iron
concerns, and is continually purchasing fresh shares in Hungarian
undertakings. It is in faet a most profitable business for infer-
national capital to emigrate to Hungary.

With the workers the case is otherwise. Thousands are
trying to leave the countrﬁcnmy have already emigrated. In
the caurse of last yeax a lack of skilled technical workers was
kelt, and the Horthy bourgeoisie felt obliged to take drastic mea.
sures against the emigration tmdm iners desirous of going
to the Ruhr area were arrzested the pretext ef being cen-
nected with secret emr ion agenis, and the goversment even
sent its spies cially to the Rubr district for the purpose of
discovering the “ secret counections ” between (he Hungariam wor-
kers there and B The umion of Hungasian building

industries demanded the govermment the sirich prohibition
of emigration for all qualified workers.

. The mast stxiking lustration of the existi
dmo-sistobeﬁund:'nhhnrgeﬁsnaﬁsﬁn, ich show tire
consummpiion of bread o have decrensed im Busdn By more tham

%, a3 compared witlk pre-war, consumption. ! this aRheugh
swelled by the various refugees. As early as
Average real wage of the Humgurian imdustrial worker was only
One quarter of the pre-war wage, while even tire: wretched) wages
of the Germam kers amounted ad that time to owe hail of the
Elbwu wage, and those of the Austrian
e this time furtiver mereases i prices:
tion considerably worse. The resd wages of the workers fail

ortion as dividends amd illegat risge. Py
- i ial worker was 40

r fmime com

etariat o ome third\

average siakin
Wages,

Cnormaus risi
ia the price

330 to 370 crowns, fat 400 crowms, flewr
{he bakers are demanding an immediate
of 5 crowns per pound.

In October last, a bou:gm’ eCOuouNC expert
weekly minimum cost of living of a family of fve at 11426
crowns; the social demecratic organ gave tise Somm, &
necessilies exclusive of homsimg ou October 21, as 6,11
trowns, while the maximum wage of the best paid workers was
3,000 crowns, of the assistant workers 2,700, and of female wor-
kers 1,600 crowns. s sgtatistician above

i the year 1922, the loyers” anion has refused
to grant any rise i wages, and adds rsult to injury by calfing
apon the workers to inir_ﬁrove treir material position by working
19 to 11 hours daily. e amuiment of the eight hour day, even
among those categories of workers whe held to it despite the raging
Terror, and the imroduction of the ten heour day, are amongst ffre
demands of the counter-revofution. Wher venturing on such
provocations, the capitalists reckon om the doaility the trade
mnion leaders, whose chief are is mvariably te warn the war-
kers “agninst ill-considered action amd irrespansible provoca-
teurs”, that is, against any struggle whatever. A member of {he
huu_r{wm opposition. giving s report simaltaneousfy with a
secial at ur a provinaad town, was emebled te declare, with
perfect truth, that he Sound much more patriotismr and * nrrder-
standing of the emergency of the fatherfemd” mmong the social
democrais thaw among nmny of the bourgeoisie. wor king
class will be exposed to the misertes of starvation umtil' it ceases
to entrust its ta the patristic Hu i ights of ffre
Secowd and' two and a hadf lutamafriomib."m g

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

The Enslavement of ihe Mining
Proletariat
By Gustaw Sobotthu (Berlin):

1922 has been a year of severe fighting and many defeats
for the whole mining prolefariat. In German ially, mining
capital assumed an aftitude of increased offensive towards the
miners from the very begiuning of the year. The wages of the
miners were to be reduced, their working hours iengthened.
On March 23, 1922, the former wuperial minister Gothein stated
before the social political committee of the state economic council,
that the seven hours’ shift is an obstacle n ) which the recen-
stitution of Germany, that is, the capitalist / reconstitution, is
Bound' to Be shi_':wrcdfed. The first aim therefare was. to abolish
the seven hour shift, and thus clear the wa foc the abolition
of the eight hour day. Eight days later, uring negotiations
held by the state coal-mining council on March 31, the workers’
representative: Lofler, meml%cu of the committee of the Miners
Umion, alse adopted {he stamdpoint thet the output of conl mrust
be incremsed, and expressed himseff fr favor of am agreenrent
providing for evertime and ewtra shifis Thiz circomstance was
a welgome om‘vﬁmity to the miming' capitalists, and’' tirey imme-
diately sent ir faithful minister Groewer, who therr exercised
oressure on the soeial democrats in the overnmemt, and thas at
fhe sanwe time o the reformist leaders of mimers” o mizatioms,
to. mduce themr to abandom the shanr resistamee whic they had
hitherto offered fo tfre: abolitiow of the sever Mour shift fn mines,
The first attack was them made i May;, Put failed, tharks to the
attitude of fte miners” representatives. At the joint comference
af all miners” organizations under reformist [ ip, held on
gy: BL iw Bochum, evertime and' lengtfened shilts were rejected.

e ministers who bad come omafly tor the conference ta aid
the nnion: feaders to bresk ?f:sresistm of the miners—the
state minister of Iebor Brauns and' the state minister of ecano-
miies Schmidt—encountered a hnmiltaﬁng defent, and Nad fe
returs to Berfiw without accomplistting therr object.

The eapitalists and their helpers, the ministers; and trade
union bureaucrats, did' not however abandon their projects.
A coourse: off ic: pressure on the miners was now begun,
especially ir the Ruhr basim At meetings and! amd’ conferences
the miners weve told that if -would’ work evertime: fie dolfar
would cease to rise, food and ather necessities would Beconte
cheaper, wages w rise; and the standird of Rving improve

A
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All this had no effect. The miners were not to be persuaded to
consent to an agreement lengthening the shifts. It was only by
the aid of a cunningly thought out plan that the union lc_aderg
were enabled to humbug the miners. At the international miners
congress the German delegation and its chairman Husemann,
were especially emphatic mn utterly rejecting any thought of
Jonger working hours for the miners. But belore {hese thunder
ing speeches had ceased {o re-echo, the committee convened a con-
ference of confidential representatives in Bochum, and had a
resolution passed empowering it to lake steps towards relieving
the coal shortage. The commiitee of the miners’ union of course
considered a lengthened shift agreement to be the most suitable
step, and an agreement with the colliery owners was resolved
upon, according to which the miners from September, were to
work one hour longer for 6 days in the week, or two hours longer
for 3 days. It took atout six wecks before (he leaders of the
organizaiions succeeded in the breaking the resistance of the
muners, and even then only a small number t‘)’cfan working over-
time. The majorily demanded a shop stewards’ conference, and
that it be put to t{;c vote whether the agrecment resolved upon
by the union leaders be accepted or not. By means of the assis-
fance lent by the security police, and by dismissing the miners
taking a leading part against the longer working hours, the
introduction of (he eighth hour was finally accomplished in
every colliery of the Ruhr valley. With respect fo rises in
wages the miners have had to struggle just as obstinately as in
the overtime question, and here fhey have met with equal defeat.
At the close of the year their actual wages were considerably
lower than at the beginning.

The mining capitalists, on the other hand, may be well
satisfied. During the past year the outpul of coal increased con-
siderably. According to the figures stated up to nowvotg'_ the
,,Deutscien Bergwerkszeitung' (German Mining Periodical),
the output for the year in the Ruhr valley is estimated at 97.3 mil-
lion tons. This is an increase of 3.2 mullion tons compared with
st year, and exceeds the output of 1911, and is It little in-
ferior to the output of 1913. It must also be taken into conside-
ration that the production of coke has extraordinarily increased.
The daily work performed by the miners has also increased from
month to month.

Thus in October the output of one day’s work was 339,505
tons. This exceeds the output of the preceding month of Sep-
tember by 22,505 tons, and that of October 1921 by 30,000 tons.
In the month of November 1922 the output again rose fo
354,483 {ons, an increase of a further 14,878 tons. According
to the figures ascertained up to the present, the month of De-
cember s%ows a daily ouiput of 344,000 tons as compared with
November. This is a slight failing off, but is still a substantial
increase as compared with October. With regard to the produc-
tion of coke no exact figures have as yet been published, but as the
paper of the German coal barons, itself states, this has increased
enormously. .

This increased output is®not confined to the Ruhr valley,
but also applies to the Central German hgnite district, the largest
of its kind in Germany, where the output of brown coal has been
greatly increased. In 1921 the brown coal Ol(l’?')ut of this dis-
frict was 84.7 million tons, but before the close of 1922 an output
of over 95 million fops had been reached, an increase of over
12%.

The mine owners invariably account for this increase b
drawing attention to the increased number of workers employed.
This is not the case however. In the month of October 1921,
144,318 workers were employed in the Central German brown
coal district, and in Oclober 1922 there were 147,210. This is an
increase of 0?‘2 2%, while the increase in coal output was more
than 12 %. e same applies {o the Ruhr valley, where the in-
crease in the number of employed is not in proportion to the in-
crease in coal output, for here the larger number of workers now
occupied are not working at bringing up coal, but in ooking-fur-
naces and chemical plant. Before the war, the hewers in the
Ruhr valley comprised 54 per cent of the total mining workers,
at the end of 1921 only 38.1 per cent, and in the second quarter
of 1922 only 37.6 per cent. The proportion of surface and pit
workers had altered between the end of 1921 and the middle of
1922 by one per cent to the disadvantage of the latter. Out of
a total of 525,000 workers this signifies 5,250 more workers work-
ing above ground in July 1922 than in December 1921, and
fewer in the mine for winning coal. All this shows with per-
fect clearness that the increased output is due solely {o the in-
tenser exploitation of the mining proletariat.

But it is not only this increased output which has added
to the wealth of the mining capitalist, but the deprivation of
the miners of their rightful wages. According to a statement

. published by the miners’ newspaper, the share allofted to wages

and salaries, in August 1922, from the selling price per

61928 M. — 40.937%;

t coal Was . v . v e e . e
b 528.15 M. = 34.917;

for taxes and levies . . . . . . :
remained to the capitalists for settlement
of prime costs and for profits . 36557 M. = 24.16

In the month of November the proportion had altered .s
follows:
share for wages and salaries 2334.64 M. — 28.77;
taxes and other levies . . . . 26£8.04 M. — 33.13%
remained to the capitalists for settiement "
of prime costs and for profits . 3091.04 M. — 38.10%

Within three months the share lalling to wages and salarieg
has shrunk from 40,93% to 28,77%. The profits of the capi.
talists have risen from 24,16% {to 38,10%. This calculation s
based on a daily outpuf ot 530 kﬁs per head per shift. In a great
many collieries the output per head and shift is however much
igher. The *'Hibernia” colliery for instance, a company cm.
ploying 25,000 workers, had attained an output of 700 kgs per
head and shift as early as 1921, according to its own business
report, and this will certainly have been further increasrd
in 1022

This reduction of the workers’ share is particularly
expressed by the fact that the rises in wages do not in the least
correspond {o the increased cost of living. According to the
state Statistic Office the costs of living rose by 65.7% in Oc.
tober 1922 as compared with the month of September. The rise
in wages granted {he miners was only 24%. From Oclober 1o
Novermnber 1922 the costs of living rose by 114%, the wages by
only 74%. In December the costs of living increased by at least
100%, as compared with an increase in wages of about 507..
It would not Eave been possible for such a frightful state of
affairs to have arisen, had the reformist trade unions not done
their utmost to nip in the bud any signs of a desire to fight
amongst the miners.

The want and misery into which the German miners are
lunged may best be realized by a perusal of the followin
Pigures. In November 1913 a miner in the Ruhr basin receive
an average wage of 550 marks, equivalent to 1! dollars. In
November 1922 the average daily wage was 1701 marks. That

was % dollar.

In November 1913 the miner received for Nis day's wages 5/, Ibs ol bacon
1922 wd “1{3 do

nY Yy » » » »
913 , w oo oy 82 1bs of hread
” " 1922 LA " »n ” » ” 15 d'

” ” 1913 » » w o ono» » ”» T lbs of Iﬂl'lml
i fo.

1" ” 1922 ” » o » »n ” 2 »
1913 »n » y o nn » ” 1 '" of F“M
” " 1922 ” ” ”» n» » ” ] 'u ona ﬂ' ““
'1913 ’ ” ” n» n ”» .m “"
1922 ,, ,, had fo work for a whole week tefore he could boy
a pit sait.

The constant retreats beaten by the miners’ organizations
encouraged the mine owners, and their colleagues in the stecl
and iron industries, to continue the same line of action. When
the labor organizations demanded fresh negotiations in the middle
of December, the colliery owners declared that no rise in wages
was to be granted, and that they were not prepared {o negotiate
before January 12. Their cotleagues in the iron industry applied
1o the state government with the demand that an increase in the
miners’ wages was not to be agreed to under any circumstances.
At the same time the capitalist press set up the wildest agitation
against the miners. This shameful conduct aroused such indiy-
nation and excitement among the miners that the reformist
leaders were almost swept away. In order to prevent this, the
leaders of the miners’ umion in particular, adopted an extremely
radical tone, and rejected the government’s first offer of inter-
mediation, when no agreement was come to between the mine
owners and the )abor organizations. This was however merely
an emply demonstration, for the miners’ umion simultaneous'y
headed a savage campaign of agitation against the communists.
A number of confidential representatives of the workers, not even
communists, but dissatisfied with the constantly false tactics of
the miners’ union, were expelled from the union. The Amster-
dam bureaucrats thus destroyed their own union rather than be
obliged 1o lead a miners’ fight. And when, at the instigation of
the government, another argitration award was pronounced, bit
which offered not a penny more than the first, the union leaders
were content, and accepled. They 'even accepted the condition
that the interrupted working of overtime,.should be taken up
again from January 15. onwards.

The crushing enslavement to which the German mining
proletariat is subjected by the German capitalists is ﬁrea(-ry fac-
litated by the attitude of the Entente capitalists and the continual
reprisals regarding delivery of coal. Under the pretext of having
to<fulfil the obligations imposed by thé Spa coal agreement, (¢
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The ever sinking actual wages of the German miner are at
the same time a danger for his comrades abroad. Simultaneously
with the intensified offensive of mining capital, a tendency to-
wards shirper oppressive measures could be observed among the
mining capitalists of England, France, Belgium, and the Saar
district. e English capitalists persist in a determined refusal
fo raise the wages of the pitmen, though these still remain 80%
behind the increased cost of living. Ia Northern France all
means are being employed to further lengthen the shifts, and a
favorable moment is being looked for to abolish the eight hour
S?Z 2 : zarhgmmlary ecree. ltt:'utheleSaar district the miners

ing on a severe s gle against reductions of
wages by the French authorities. De%pite tl%is, wages have here
been also considerably reduced, although prices have increased.
Thus at the present time the pit workers are earning between
13 and 14% francs. Hewers’' wages vary between 14 and 16
francs. After afl taxes and liabilities have been deducted, the
hewer receives a moathly wage of 314 to 320 francs. Compared
:1::1 3:;:&:‘ wages and prioes, this is about half the .c:uaf" pre-

For the miners there s no other course than to organize
a common international struggle, participated in by the world
mining proletariat, against capitalism, against the enforcement
of the peace treaty and the Spa ment. If this fight cannot
be takem wp with €he consent of the Amsterdam trade union
leadetg, then it mwust be taken up against their will, if the miners,
and with them the whole profetariat, are not to perish in misery.

Oemun mne owners 8
proletariat.

mining

The Question of a Uniied Front

By W. Minzenberg.

_ The e‘fforl.a of the Communist International, towards the
creation of a united front of defense agaimst the world-offensive
of Capital, showed that a united proletarian front can only be
reatized by a fight against the principal strongholds of The Social
Democratic parties and trade unious, and oanly through a wide-
spread Communist propadanda. This lesson, learned from
previous experiemce in fighting for a united front, should be
recognized as indisputable by every comrade. Another question
is the question of how to proceed with the agitalion for a umited
front among the great mass of people. Mistaken as the Fries-
land up was, when it withdrew from the 3rd International,
in believing that unng could only be brought about through
negotiation with the head organizations, it is am equally great
error to believe that the united front can only be achieved through
propaganda among the great politically indifferent and un-
organized masses. Since the collapse of the Berliu conference
last year and of the peace comedy at the Hague, negoliations
between the Communist International with the principal bodies of
the Second International and the Amsterdam Trade Union Inter-
national, or of the executive of any Commuaist Party with the
Social Iﬁe;nocratic parties o} the same country have become much
more difficult and, at present, are practically impossible. But
there is still another question, whether we should confine our-
selves 1o the rian and politically active elements in the
Social Democratic Party and the social democratic unions, in this
propaganda for a i front. 1t is true that circumsfances
May arise in the various countries, where a particular
sharg::ﬂgmof the political situation, might make it possible for
the ist Party to assmme conirol, and {0 unite in the
struggle the great mass of workers who are not members of the
party. But our propaganda or bringing about a uaited front is
not concerned with the exceptional action which spriugs forth im-
pulsively, forced by historical events. Rather it attemps to dis-
cover, through ization and propaganda a means fo over-
come the apathy of the iring masses of workers in Ceatral
Europe, to prepare them at 1deologically, and, if possible, to
organize them for common action. But to accomplish this, the
propaganda must be concerned, not so much with the broad sec-
it:lons of :lhe pq}ishcal] tindﬂferenl. }:te must be extremely dexterous

spreading its agitation among { litically aclive gr of
the social democnlgzc parties a:? the uxlr?ons um{er their %n‘f’l‘:ﬁwe.
For, unless these groups are won over to the factics of a united
p:_olel.anax.l front, the Communist Iniernational and its parties
will find it difficult, for some time, to lead the masses into the
struggle, and above all to retain control in case of a simple
struggle (Ludwigshafen). The winning over of such groups to
the tactics of a united front is undoubt possible but it demands
propaganda amd action of a eonsidemlly greater clasticity, a
COpsnderabt]Lgx_'eater adapfation {o circumstances and a greater
skill than the simple Communist propaganda amoug unorganized

workers. The politically active (part fuﬁcﬁon i
o S e 8 e sl St i
unions, through the lraditioyn of many yeatr‘?mgnbe:;;'p.ﬂy ath
the l:(viower of habit, through personal bonds aud ﬁ'icn‘g;hi ]
nlrou be vu‘ednfhcult to completely alienate the politically active
elements of t old parties and unions from their organizations
?:d lo bring them into he Communist Party. But it is possible
i :xgl over to a real conception of the Communist International
nd its problems, that element which stands in no dependent

tions as an employee of the party or th i :
actually works in the workship far;taonycs an:l emli’r:l;:.n' but: which

The agitation within each grou must deal, i
place, wnh‘ 1Ee economic and polihgcal (l:uestions of {hemp:*:':icﬁ::
country, with the increased cos{ of living, Fascism, etc. We need
mention here only one of the infernational questions which should
serve as points for propaganda, aamely, the question of the
attitude ot the world-proletariat to Soviet Russia. Immediatel

after the victory of the Communist Party in Russia in the autumt{
of 1017, and even more so in 1918 and 1919, a storm of enthusiasm
swept the ranks of the proletariat ihe world over. Even the
non-Commaunist sections, tﬁe still numerous Centre parties ielded
to the pressure of the enthusiastic workers and ecllred’them-
sclves solidly with Soviet Russia. A certain reaction among
}he masses appeared when, in the course of Russia’s history, she
ound it necessary fo undertake a retreat in the economic field
which the social democratic_press utilized in a shameless way'
in ifs propaganda against Soviet Russia. But it js important
to recall that when in 1921 the ferrible famine so greatly
endangered Sovier Russia, and one was actually compelled o
reckon with the precarious position of the Soviet government
the old Jove and spirit of solidarity of the foreign working masses
found expression again in the international relief work for the
starving in Russm.‘ The workers from European couniries, from
Japan, China, Brazil, Egypt; in short everywhere where a machine
throbs or a proletarian labors at the forge shouldered their share

in this relief. The workers of all or anizations and i
combined in this unified action. The ing that the aal?'z?
the worker is bound up with the fate of Soviet Russia eated

the great mass of the workers in the course of the fami
campaign. We are firmly convinced that today, even more '3:::
in the last few years, the question of Soviet Russia and its
signifance for the international working class has gained the
interest of the great mass of the proletariat, and this can and
must be used as the starting point for winning over the politically
active groups in non-Comniunist organizations.
In 1921, when the international solidarity of the worker

Russja reached its apex, Soviet Russta wastyin a worse possitifgl:
and the international proletariat in a better position than is the
case today. To the same extent that Soviet Russia has es{ablished
and strengthened herself, has raised and improved the economic
condition of her workers and peasants, the political and economic
position of the workers in Europe and America has grown steadily
worse. The economic position of the workers in certain Russian
aties and provinces, as Moscow and Petrograd is already better
than that of various groups of workers i?}g(jemral Europe. In
Fddl'lm.trem is the irfncreasing danger” to the Socialist and
-ommunist movements from the rapidly adi inter-
nationally united Fascisti. Py spreading snc e

The fate of the workers of Curope and of America is mo
bound up with Soviet Russia today than ever, s more

. . This fact 1¢ so apparent that every worker mcluding the
social democrats, must realize its truth, One can understand
that it would be almost impossible for an old member of the
Social Democraty to break the ties of tradition, habit and associa-
tion, and become a member of the Con.nunist Party. But he most
certainly can be won over to fight in his own party for a
friendly policy towards Russia. Practical experience in the
International Workers’ Relief during the last campaign proves
the truth of this. In Belginm, the members of the Social
Democratic parties and groups declared themselves ready to
work with the Communists in carrying through the relief cam-
paign for the Russian children. In England, O’Grady represents
the trade unions on the Loan Committee. In Sweden representa-
tives of the unions and of the Social Democratic Cooperative
Sociefies sit with the Communists on the Loan Committee. A
similar committee is being formed in Denmark. Social
Democratic Cooperative Societies in Czecho-Slovakia and Sweden
have placed long-term credits at the disposal of he Workers’
Relief. Al these examples of a united proletariat have made
their appearance in the past months with the sharpening of
the opposition (Hague Con ce) between the Communist Inter-
national-apd the other Internationals. And this proves beyond
doubt how Strong a desire fo help in the reconstruction of
Russia exists' in the great mass of workers ot yet Commumist.
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