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The Occupation of the Ruhr and Soviet Russia

By N. Bukharin. *)

The events in the Ruhr bear witness to the fact, that a
far more disastrous situation has arisen in Europe than that
which existed in the past months. The events in the Ruhr have
done much to shaken faith in the belief that stability has been
secured in the sphere of international relations between the
states, and between the various social forces of the continent
oi Europe. These events in the first place, confirm the correciness
of our assertions and predictions. We pointed out, in opposition
fo a large number of bourgeois imperialist optimists, that the
peace entered into at the end of the world war was inevitably
bound to be broken by the course of events. After a few
historical deviations, it finally turns out that we were in the
right; the happenings in the  Ruhr are the proof of the correct-
ness of our forecast.

Strictly speaking, we ought to be grateful o M. Poincaré,
for the Ruhr events constitute a powerful means of propaganda
against the further development of imperialist and bourgeois
tendencies. The imperialist war of 1914 was carried on by the
bourgeoisie under an exfraordinarily powerful ideological cloud.
Every book and paper — the most important instrumenis of
capitalism — asseverated that the war pursued idealistic aims.
We orthodox Marxists were obliged to prove by veena' complicated
arguments that the imperialist powers were actuated by economic
motives. But the events in the Ruhr lay bare the naked economic
interests at stake, expressed in ferms of so many tons of coal
in sc many square kilometres of foreign territory, in such and
such a quantity of gold, to be received by France in accordance
with the treaty of Versailles. There is something new in the
character of events, and in so far as the economic roots
of the whole Ruhr adventure are exposed in their undisguised
and prosaic nakedness, these events are the best possible propa-
gandist instrument for dispelling the illusions still existing in the
heart and mind of many a French proletarian. The Ruhr events
dispel every illusion cherished by the French working class in
1914. Thus the chief significance of the Ruhr occupation lies
in {he great campaign of exposure which it represents, implying
for us a great political asset upon which we can rely in the future,
,upon which we can already rely to-day, for dispelling the illu-
sions of the working class. v ;

L o e

*) Extract from the speech delivered by comrade Bukharin

. fusion is mirrored in the sphere of political relations, If hitherto,
. would be restored among the

evenis when considered from the standpoint of their ultimate
results, as imagined by bourgeois ideologists. The main
question, upon which depends the future destiny of the whole of
humanity, is the question whether the bourgeoisie will succeed —
through the victory of one bourgeois coalition over another —
in healing the wounds made by the war, and whether it will
succeed in restoring political balance.

The events in the Ruhr have, during the last few months,
considerably altered the form and balance of forces and condi-
tions, especially in the sphere of economics. There have, at
times, been favorable conditions of the market permitting a slight
recovery. But these partial improvements have been so trivial
and inconstant that they could not be regarded as a sign that the
capitalist world has entered upon a phase of improvement.
The Ruhr events chiefly affect Germany. The German mark fell
with a rapidity far exceeding that of the depreciation of the
Russian rouble. This depreciation of the mark led fo the greatest
confusion in the sphere of economics in general, and especially
with regard to wages.

On the other hand, the effects of the adveniure have also
been acufely felt in France itself. Enormous sums are being
wasted in occupying the Ruhr area, and in the altempt, somehow,
to keep the work going in the Ruhr basin. All this is unre-
munerative outlay, for sabotage is effectually preventing the
French from gaining any profit whatever. Besides this, the whole
of Europe and America must realize that the Poincaré government
is playing va banque, and this game may end with a crash which
wil? be inevitably accompanied by a corresponding depreciation
of the French franc. ? !

International financial questions are inexiricably involved
in the catastrophic depreciation of the German mark and the
depreciation of the French franc. In this respect the general
economic situation can only be characterized as an abrupt de-
struction of that equilibrium which lﬁured.!o be gradually
establishing itself during recent months. This economic con-
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An even greater importance is to be attached to the Ruhr !
|

it was believed (we ourselves did not believe it) that equilibrium
powers of Europe, any such prosoect
has now complefely vauished. Political relations have r

a um critical -.l;lpoei‘n:. ‘“er&r“ may regard the p
eq um as completely averthrown. However we '
the conditions within th)e' Entente, there is no mmbmm

i &7 ‘4'- X4 gl



e e TR

International Press Correspondence

No. 21

will afford the ility of effecting a balance, having regard
to Germany’s further t. A potential power must
arise from within to break through the ring.

With regard to the relations between French capital and
Germany, it is ' clear that the situation is bound to
become more acute. This is also the case within the Eniente
iself, in its relations to the Near East. No agreement was
reached on the most imporfant points, and we are fully
aware that we are standing on the brink of a fresh war beiween
E{key and each country backed by cerfain groups of

€8s

This confusion and aggravation of the situation is of
advantage fo the rolefariat, for the restoration and estabish.
ment of the capitalist order in western Furope would have been
most dangerous for us. It would have meant that the starving
working class would have become more passive by some slight
alleviations, and reformism would have flouri . Under the
frescut circumstances it is quite impossible for this to happen —

he events in the Ruhr have ht;"lreg(ﬁs greatly, Whatever turn
events may take, they will result in the relative strengthening
of our forces, for it will be accompanied by a weakening of the
total forces opposed to us,

Perhaps France will be able 1o surmount all difficulties;
E‘rham she will go further after vanquishing Germany. It may

_she will rec«ﬁmze the necessity of according some compen-
gation to England and Poland — and perhaps the dividing up of
Germany will become an actual fact, and as a result of all these
evenis,—an attack on Soviet Russia. But it is ually possible that
France will find herself unable to cope with economic iasks
i:u,enleq by the Ruhr area, Perhaps she will further without
‘having digested what she has already swallowed. The result will
be Poincaré’s downfall, and the displacement of his government
by that of the socalled Left Bloc. Thirdly and finally, it 1
nossible that Framce wiil not underiake an ial inifiative,
but evter info a compromise. Should the 1irst possibility tum
out fo he right, then France, with Poland and her other vassal
states, will fall upon us; but we have struck deep roots, our
position is extraordinarily secure. We for our part would be
exiremely foolish to plunge into any adventures. We by no
::A;l}g'mw;fe_ w‘ar. c:ue we t:lt:st ope:ly admit to ourselves the

ility of ‘a treacherous a and m i
as fo t#ne possibility, i RS T s

second possibility is the most probable. In conse-

- Quence of the weakening of the bourgeoisie, its realization would

ve a general reviva , and create favorable conditions for us.

Should the third possibility come fo pass, the solution of all

problems will be retarded. ~But during this period our strength
will grow, while that of the bourgeoisie will weaken.

When we take all this into consideration, we must realize
that f_or us, the point of essential importance is our economic
recousiruction, and the emphasis on our will to peace, as mainly
exawplified in the considerable reduction of our army. But at
the same time we musi emphasize that we have no infention of
mhng the enemy to seize us the throat as the French
have seized republic of Mr. Ebert.

ECONOMICS

Survey of the World Economi
Situation in the 4th Quarter of 1322

By E. Varga.
T Lt Vill. Norway.
econ. situation of Norway had i
1922, but appears to luve.w{imd m g:::::
unemployed statistics are as follows:
. 47,000
19,000
24,000

Denmark.

Denmark's economic situation has also somewhat improved
of late. In March 1922 there were 103,000 unemployed; at the
beginning of October this fumber fell to 31,000, It must, how.
ever, be recollected that even then 11% of the organized workers
were odt of work., Unemployment decreased among unskilled and
field laborers, as a result of the seasonal work during the summer,

The situation of Danish industry is still very unfavorable,
The government has attempted to protect Danish industry by
damnung the imports, especially of shoes and tobacco. Dutjes
have been increased all along the line. It is a characteristic fact
that in August 1022, although the imports were 20 million crowns
below those of the preceding year, the customs revenues were
2 millions higher.

The failure of this year’s crops is chiefly fo blame for the
unfavorable condition of Danish industry. As is well known,
Denmark is mostly an agrarian country. For export purposes
especially, the products of cattle breeding are of the greatest
importance to Denmark. For this reason the foreign trade ba.
lance is considerably more adverse ihis year than in 1921. This
has led fo a lower rate of exchange of the crown. More than
22 Dauish crowns were paid in December for 1 English pound
instead of the parity of 18.16. '

_ Prices show a tendency fo rise accordingly. But in spite
of this, a census taken of ihe wages of 100,000 workers showed
these to be 16% lower than the& were a year ago. The high cost
of living bonuses grauted to Civil Service employees have also
l‘;c;en coailst‘c}ilcrablykrmiuced}; It cag bebslceu from this that the real

ge of the worker sank considerably afier the def: D
workers in the general lock-out. d .

italy.

. The development of Ifaly’s ecomomic situation deserv
special attention, for the seizure of power by the Fascisti h::
“aced‘ power in the hands of the industrial bourgeoisie — for the

irst time in the history of Italy! For this reason the capitalist
Bress abroad greeted this seizure of power with great joy. The
xchanges reacted with a higher valuation of the lire.

. The Fascisti have been too short a time in power to justify
any judgment as fo the results; particularly because the [talian
economic slatistics are miserably kept and published late. It is,
however, obvious that Mussolini is trying very energetically, not
only fo stabilize his own power, but {0 reconsiitute Italy’s eceono-
nucs on a purely capitalist basis,

. The general conditions confronting Mussolini at his ac-
cession to power are extremely difficult. The corn crop fell nearly
a million tons below that of 1921; the rice crops were also poor.
It is calculated that it will be necessary to import about 2 million
.trons of grain involying an expenditure of over 2 milliard ' lire.

he general industrial situation is very bad; the textile industry
could report some improvement during the summer, but the crisis
remains unaliered in heavy industry, ship-building, and shipping,

and in the sulphur industry. The numbe i
thousands, is as follows: i M ———

1. August 1. September. 1. October. 1. N

32; 316 321 B i

- e increase is {o be mainly attributed to t line i
agricultural work, In the year 1021.22 nurlyoloi,l()eoode\cn;‘;ﬁﬂl:
emigrated, onhe'_htqlf tohthe nited States.

statistics showing the investment of capital i

more duractenghc for lulyga economic situation; f . ‘di;tir:ut‘igﬁ
ouf” the lou:‘c ap::al of 'tl: c&rponﬂtlion; due to bankruptcies, dis-

utions an the pital,—
actual dis-accumy la‘tf:: The data "ex:nvestment " -

Fresh investments Diminution Net fresh investment

in millions lire
une , . « 471 656 -
“l' 'O:Qn m ...1329
...2183 ‘.g’; + o4
Oclober . . . 43 w - e
The i number of bankrupicies
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Lt ol 1921 19, April 1922 26. Oct, 1922 End of 1922
08,24 80.12 114,12 91.24
In the course of the year, the lire followed the whole im-
provenient of the £, even overtook it. The lire has improved
80% since the Fascist coup.
Mussolini's economlic policy.

i Mussolini’s economic policy is based on the {ypically
capitalist fundamental assumption, that the output ol the individual
vurher, and of the collective populatiou, is too small. There is
1o doubt whatever that production has decreased in Italy since
the war, as it has done everywhere else, The following inter-
esling stalistics have been compiled regarding the railways:

191314 1921,22
Total number of employces 147,289 204,425 == 199/, increase
Cutyni of train kilomefres (mill) 1537 1295 = 15%, Cecrease

Number of Working hours - 29389, decrease
Worki g days lost - - 251059/, increase

Increased production is fo be attained by reducing the
number of employees and lengthening the workini hours. On the
other hand, state finances are to be balanced by an increased
taxation of the non-capifalist strata of the population,

So far the following concrete innovations have been
introduced:

1. The wages of the workers and officials employed ' the
state, the municipalities, the railways and tramways, efc, are
tuxed to the amount of 10%. The tax is deducted from the wages.

2. A new census is being drawn up, in order to estimate
the proceeds of the soil (last estimate 1891), Income fax,
citherto required from tenants only, is now required from those
tilling their own land.

3. In order to facilitate the reduction of wages on the
part of the capitalists, the corn duties have been reduced from
11 gold lire to 4; a reduction to 1} lire was even mooted. These
last two reforms are plainly directed against the agrarians and
peasants, and are in the interests of the capitalists.

4. Working hours have been lengthened on the railways,
and 17,000 workers discharged; further discharges are expected,
in part among Civil Service employees.

On the other hand, the political necessity of findin% jobs
for the Fascisii has thwarted the efforts to restore equilibrium
in the state finance. 100,000 Fascisti are to form a militia; the
term of obligatory military service has been lengthened from one
year to 1%,

When we take a general survey of Mussolini’s economic
policy, the line he takes is perfectly clear: for the bourgeoisie,
against the workers, against peasants and agrarians.

France.

The reparations question was dealt with in the general
section. Here we shall only touch on the agreements on deliveries
in kind. First of all, it must be pointed out that the great hopes
sel on these agreements, especially on the Stinnes-Lubersac
agreement, have turned out entirely deceptive. The quantity of
goods received by France under this agreement is ridiculously
small. According to the official statements given at a session of
the French commitiee for deliveries in kind, Lubersac, represent-
ing the minister of the liberated territory, reported as follows.!)

The success of the agreements on deliveries in kind can
be designated practically at zero, as the total amount of the
goods delivered has not reached the value of 15 million francs.

What is the reason for this failure?

According to the periodical mentioned, an organ of French
heavy industry, the cause lies on the side of the Germans.

“It must be observed that.if the deliveries in kind have
had such J)oor results up to now, the fault does nqt lie with the
French in ustxz;’:lut with the German, which has demanded much
higher prices the claimants than the German inland prices,
thus appropriating the difference between the German and the
world market price.” * ; 4

But that the influence of the French indusirial magnates
huahogllyedapnrt,maybemfmthehctthatthe

tative of the minister for commerce was opposed fo the
mdtﬁeminimmhriﬂlootheruﬁdunmnrﬁ!nr

restoration It appears that German and French
“capitalists have co-operated fo prevent the agreements

Yy L'Usine of 6. 1. 1923: A ing lo the statement of the
fs SR LR e
u W s actually deliv
were to the valugcll i mmuﬁ;w ‘

respecting deliveries in kind from being carried out. H is a8
actual fact that all the combinations connected with the S
agreement—involving deliveries 1o the value of hundreds
milliards—have come nothing.

Real accumulation and growing state debts
in France.

M is extremely difficult fo judge of France’s economiq
situation. We are confronted by {wo apparently contra-
dictory facts:
Gigantic increase of the national debt and.
Real accumulation.
The main data of the French state finances are as
follows: |
According to the latest official statement,?) the nationad
debt amounted on 31. March 1022, to:
milliards of francs
Inner consolidated debis .
Inner floating debt . . B1.0
Total  242.1
414
. « 334
, Total 748
Sum total of inner and foreign debts -
317 milliards of francs.
France’s present financial position is as follows—if we
abandon that senseless differentiation between ordinary, extra.
ordinary, and other expendifure (expected from Germany):

Consolidated foreign debt*) .
Floating foreign debt .

1921 1922 1923 (Estimate)
in milliards of francs
Expenditure . . . 52 52.3 54.5
Revenue e« N5 20.9 19.3
Deficit . 30.5 31.4 35.2

Though these figures are alarming enough, it must be taken
into consideration that a great part of the sfate deficit
corresponds to a real accumulation, and that a great part has
actually been employed for rebuilding factories, houses, roads,
railwaysefc. This part of the deficit must be accorded am
entirely difierent valuation, from the standpoint of political
economy, to that of the German deficit. Since the eud of
war, about 20,000 factories have been rebuilt, 220,000 new
dwefling houses built, and 180,000 temporarily restored, rmlwa(l,
bridges, etc. built. The sum actually expended for restoration
purposes is estimated at 60 milliard francs. The increase
of the national debt corresponding to these 60 milliards
is by no means to be regarded as an impoverishment of the
French people. It merely signifies that the cost of restoratiom
is advanced to the immediate sufferers by individuals in the
state through the intermediation of the state; the state shifts
the cost on the whole population by means of taxation. The
fact that French political economy has been able, after the war,
to accomplish such an extensive real accumulation, substantially
out of the surplus of its own production (electrification and
canal building also come under the heading of accumulation),
shows the soundness of French economics.”) Although tihe
position of French staie finances is very bad, it cannot by any
means be compared with that of Germany. The German deficit
is a result of the real impoverishment of the country, whereas
a imt part of the French deficit represents an actual accw.
mulation! ) ] )

It would also seem that French finances are improving,

The following is in milliards of francs:

PP -} |

11 1. Sy 18.2 0.8
Increase of military State
national debt*) expenditures®) revenue*)
YUE. s at we — 6.8
(T SEREPTE A ) A 18.2 110 .
1920 . o0t 428 7.6 19.8
T GRS | A | 0.3 215

1 v SRS 210 49 -
These data haye probably been {rimmed for Ptuuhﬁm
to the public—the ﬁrfalprmlln of French financia og:ﬁm
being published only after 4 or 5 tyuu-—-nmu the we
believe them {o show the genera o!tbemn

’) 'l'hol;gn data are from the Federal Reserve EM
*) Reduced to francs at the rate of exchange then prev;

*) We shall endeavor to a how much of the
th:wlohtb:-o&rm ts, how much

" %) Al these data are obfained f
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correctly.”) This is further confirmed by the fact that though

the French franc tends to depreciate, it does not fall iu proportion
fo the deficit in state finances.

The state of the market

has much improved in the last quarter of 1922. Since the
disturbance brought about by the greal mining strike in America,
the competition of Eng)lish coal in the French coal markei has
Mmb’;e diminished. This effect is enhanced by the circumstance
that the high rate of exchange of the English pound holds
English coal more and more from the French market. The total

oulfut in 1922 was 4 million fons more than in 1921, but
was still only 32 million tons as compared with 40 millions
pre-war output.

The steel and iron industry has gradually jmproved in
the last few months. But the manufacturers constantly complain
of a coal shoriage. ‘The production of crude iron reached
5.1 million tons i 1922 as compared with 4.1 in 1920, but
it has not yet attained the pre-war level of 5.3 million (without
Lorraine).

In the vehicle building indusiry, and in the manufacture
of agricultural machines, acroplanes, etc. much business has

done, but at unfavorable prices. The textile indusiry is also
vmrkm¥ satisfactorily. :
he prices show a correspoudiuf upward tendency. In

1922 the wholesale trade index was as follows:

I quarter IL quarfer 1L quarter 1IV. quarier
7 368 300 407

The improvement of the franc must be taken info con-

tion,
Foreign trade has developed as follows:

first 11 months, in milliards of francs
lmports  Exports

Foodstuffs 5,171 1,672
Indusirial raw materials 12,144 4,258
I'inished manulactures 3,662 10,740
Parcei post — 1,193

20,977 17,8063

Foreign trade is thus passive o the extent of 3 milliard
francs as compared with only 1% milliards in 1921.

Takingullhall,itpaybeaidlhuﬂnhﬂqmm
of 1922 shows a moderate improvement in France’s economic
situation, despite the shaken condition of sfate finances.

The decision of the American Senate, that 4% % interest is

o be paid yearly, stands in the way of a tinal reorganization. The

h are anxious for a graduated rate of interest and amorti-
zation: first 2 %, then rising to 6 %. There is scarcely any doubt
that the Senate will accede to Fngland’s wishes. And although the
1o exist between the two Anglo-Saxon world

in the petroleum tion, in South America, and in

, and although the English capitalists complain that the
new ::gb protective duties render it difficult for England to pay
S priode Shon oy s e, Froiobl tha s the
coming period, ¢ tion wo 8
may be excepted, 4

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

The Sirike of the Miners in the
- Saar Disirict
By E. Becker (Saarbriicken).

Hand in hand with this, the management proceeded to disregard
the social provisions made for (he miners. Holidays for recuperation
were no longer permifted. Lengthy negotiations were required
before an extremely limied holiday was fmnl!iv granted. Two
reductions in wages, amounting together {o francs, raised
indiguation to the boiling point. House rents in the miners’
seltiements rose to an c.\hurLituut height. Even the social legis-
lation, defective enough as it is, was pariially abolished. The
assistance gin Dy the sick clubs was further reduced shortly
before the sirike broke out. All these things creafed an atmosphere
among the miners, that was bound (o lead to an explosion sooner
or later

Almost the same state of affairs has been deve-
loping in the adjoining coal area of Lorraine. It may be safely
assuined that the managements of the Lorraine coal ‘mines and
of the Saar inines have been working hand in hand. State.
capitalism and private capital have been usinE every endeavor
to reduce the miners of the Saar district and Lorraine to docile
slaves.

But they have misculculated. The leading aim of the
Miners’ Uuion of Alsace Lorraine, which is affiliated to the Red
International of Labor Unious, is to maintain and further in
every respest the feeling of solidarity and the international idea
between the miners of Lorraine and the Saar. This circum-

stance will be of decisive importance in the Slrugﬁ'lc now taking -

place, For mouths, the Lorraine miners have been agifating
over the wage question. The employers, headed by the coa
baron, de Wendel, are implacable. Notice has been given
terminating the existing wage agreement, and reductions in wages
have beea anncunced.

The miners’ movement in the Saar district has led {o the
mobilization of the miners of Lorraine. To this mus{ be added
that considerable unrest is to be observed among the miners in
the interior of France.

The Executive Committee of the French Mining Uniou is

now meeling in Paris, in order o take up a position with regard
{o the situation. It is hardly likely that the reformist leaders
of the French Mining Union will succeed in curbing the fighting
spirit of the miners.
) The occupation of the Ruhr area has led to a considerable
increase of activity among the miners of Lorraine and France.
The miners have "perceived the favorable situation created by
the occupation of the Ruhr, so that they are saying, now or
never! Never again shall we have such a [avorab(e opportunity
for pushing our demands. Now is the moment for action! The
cessation of supplies of coal from the Rubr district has practi-
cally exhausied Franc’s coal reserves. There is no reserve stock
of coal now in the colliery districts.

In view of these circumsiances, the Lorraine Miners'
Union has again approached the mine-owners with its demands.
The owners attempted to pacify the miners with a 2 francs a
day rise in wages, but flatly refused to negotiate with the
organization. This was the last siraw. On February 4th the
delegates of the Alsace-Lorraine Miners’ Union met and decide
on a strike. Communication is 1o be immediately opened
with the colliery districis of the interior of France. An agreemei
for i h“::lgd unity will be made with the Saar district.

ould the siruggle gove unexpeciedly long, the solidarily
of the Ruhr miners will called into action.

All these occurrences show the intimate connection beiween

France here threaten 1o break down. The miners of the Ruhr
district, who were sensible enough not to strike for the sake of
their exploiters when the Ruhr was ocﬁeu&:d. will perhaps have

they are willing to

A decisive infernational fight has brokeen out!

The
willbemtendonﬁumlyw
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of further development: the birth and growih of the “new radi-
calism” in contradistinction to the *‘old Utopianism”, and the
activity of the Trade Union Educational League. From this it
will be seen how interisting and opportune is this pamphlet of
comrade Foster's, It gives us the possibility of informing our-
selves on the latest development of the American trade union
movement, at least in its main features.

And yel I am inclined to question much in the pamphlet-
even its whole hisforical outlook!

To begin with, the title of the pamphlet scems {o me fo
be badly chosen. Why speak of (he “baukruptcy” of the American
labor wovement? 1It'is no( the labor movement which has gone
bankrupt in America, but iis traditional forms. ludeed, even
this last term appears to me {o be hardly correci. The whole
tendency of Foster’s pamphlet is in accord with the resolutions
passed by the CI and RlI.U, {0 the effect that we revolutionists
must join the unions affiliated to the mass organizations of the

roietariat--among these being the American Federation of
abor—Lecause we expect before all, from these organizations,
that the pressure of the leit wing of the labor movement will
enable them to withstand the offensive of capital during the era
of capitalist collapse, and (o play a leading role in brin ing
about and mainfaining a revolutionized state of sociely. ﬁ is
not the frade unions themselves, but the old trade umion leaders
and methods, that are bankrupl.

The reader may perhaps be of the opiuion thai the fer-
minological inexactitude which 1 here emphasize is of trifling
importance.  That it is a mere inexactitude in ferms | already
stated when 1 pointed out, that Fosier's work, in tendency and
:ﬁirn, is entirely at one with the RILU. 1 do not however agree

at the inexactitude is unimportant. This is not the case, for
this inexact mode of expression supplies an easy argument to
those againsi whom Foster is striving:—the exponenis of dual
unionism. However simple minded the line of argument may
appear, still there is something to be said for it: if the old trade
unions are bankrupt and dead—why galvanize the corpse?

Further. 1 hold it to be "historically incorrect when
Foster secks to explain the “bankrupicy” of the American labor
movement, as an effect of the canker of dual unionism gnawing
at its roots. He denies the importance of the immigration of
foreign labor as a factor which may be considered as a partial
cause of the backwardness of the American labor movemen!, and
he likewise denies the effect of economic prosperity; for him
there is only one “real cause”, the dread specire of dual
unionism.  We maintain—without being able to substantiate the
assertion within the scope of a short discussion—that Foster’s
thesis and his subtantiation are both erroneous. To deal with only
one point: For Foster, America appears fo be the sole exception
to the rule,—laid down by Marx—that the country with the
greatest industrial development has the most deve oped labor
movement. | believe that the alleged exception is, in reality, no ex-
ception at all. It is true that before the war the United Stafes
already took a leading place in industry as regards technical
equipment, , fimmcia’z concentralion, and social development.
But ‘still the country was mnot greafly industrialized It is
extremely difficult fo draw any infernational comparisons in this
respect. But if we glance at the siatistics of occupations before
the war, for Germany, Great Britain, Belgium, France, and the
United States, we see that the social structure of the United
States resembled much more that of France than of Greaf
Britain, Germany, or Belgium. And in this matfer it is nof a
question of the absolute number of great underiakines and
plants, but of the part these play in the whole economic life,
of the degree of industrialization ‘of the country.

On the other hand, it appears to me that Fosier does not
Fmeive the obliquity of his politico - historical outlook. The
WW aud other revolutionary orguuunonofe“ b cherishing
the principle of dual unionism, ncne the {ed a revo-
hﬂionuy part in the pre-war epoch. To maintain the contrary

to them the conservative leaders
dm.l’.%:m‘for mmm AF. of L. has not achieved
greater success in the fight against capilal. Fosler's greatest
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his day over”) in favor of the view that the A.F. of L. can-be won
over, This phenonmienon—quite apart from dual unionism ,
cell factics—was to be afiributed fo nothing else than to the
effects of the revolutionizing events, of the collapse of imw
perialism in the world war. All honor {o the activity of the
I'rade Union Educational League! But we must nof forget that
human beings and organizations alike, are merely the instru.
ments of history.

To sum up, I repeat the opinion already given, that
Foster's historical outlook is much too one-sided. But just as
an incorrectly painted piclure may give an excellent represen-
tation, or a profound impression, despite ils disregard of the
rules of perspective, in the same manner can we learn much
about the la‘est developments of the American labor movement
irom Foster's booklet.

In this regard Foster finds an excellent supplement
in the pamphlet written by comrade Loai **), He teaches us
to recognize the importance of mass fighting, and no longer of
organizations and organizatory forms, for the development of the
trade union movement. There is no doubf that the great miners’
strike of last year, exercised a great influeuce on this develo
ment, and will continue fo exercise it in the future, Undoubi y
the “amalgamation” of the railwaymen’s organizations, pro-
pagated and carried out by Foster's League, is o be aftribuied
to the summer coniflicts.—The 37 pages of introduclion {o the
actual account of the coal miners’ slrﬁ(c, is a valuable porirayal
of the American trade union movement, a porirayal which is
only roughly outlined in Fosfer's pamphlef, owing 1o ils purely
political aim. I only regret that the author has mot dealt in
gre:\ter detail —as the matier deserves—with the aftitude adopted
y the Amsterdamers with regard fo the American sirike; that
he has not more thoroughly defailed the settlement of the sirike,
nor shown the importance and results of the movement as
evidenced by the bourgois press. This conmpletion of the pamphlet
would have been the more appropriate in view of the faci that
the fight may possibly break out again this year, for the com.
promise of 1922 was a mere postponement of the conflict, on the
part of capital.

The Unemployed Movemeni
in England.
By J. T. Murphy.

The Hunger Marchers have returned to London. The;
have marched and marched. Now whither shall they turn
For mouths they hav 1rams>ed from city to citx and fown fo
town declaring that they will “see Bonar Law?®, And Bouar
Law wiil not meet them. This is a serious situation of which
we must take stock The problem of unemployment finds no
solution in Europe. Indeed everylhqu points fo this
becoming of primary importance in all the countries of Central
and Wesiern Europe.

This is the third year of acute unemployment in Britain.
Throughout the whole period there have never been less than
1,500,000 unemployed. At one time they totalied nearly 2,500,000,
At an early stage efforis were made {o organize them. It was
exceedingly difficult fo make headway at first. The frade union
unemployment benefits plus the state insurance cut .‘"(i the
grounds for agitation. This was especially the case with the
skilled workers. 1t was only the poorest sections of the pro-
letariat, often those who had never been in the irade unions
and lacked organizational experience {hat were approachable.
These of course were hit severely riﬁhl from the early days of
the slump. When the call was issued “ Go 10 the Guardians”,
they were the first who made response. There was no other
course for them fo take. The nuthmthfm&;therinhm
masses with nothing else to do than ponder on
listen to the voice of the agiiafor. f of these and the ret
clements who had been active in the “ unofficial ”

{;ove‘-:sm, there sprang up the organization of y
or
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. » Qo . R i acutest crisis in its whole history. The social elements, that for anything more than such measures  of self - governs
were dispaiched served as a centre for Jorganization during “‘; From the Wood-workers ' control the Congress and that had fo fight in the last sess on ment, which would transcend the limits of (he bi bourgeoi‘ie.-
Wzm 'W.““:." (3:‘ 3:;3::“';}‘{:",? ?ﬁu&"g‘,e‘f_’ el‘; ‘:'}fc";‘f::fe‘r Iniernational to maintain its dommlauon{, cout!g '110' choose a better place. Tl}:c During two eventlul years this peity program was ﬁept shrouded
organization i ! Hier, j i a itica J| 0isi i astic : g
Tl? this they were successful during (he first year, But the whole (RILU). Aller the international conference of wood- ::::tdl:?:-rgeare? oip?‘}l)ul:e- and,,'e‘s,,’,ﬂ'?'.wﬂ ‘ger;m:;ff(ﬁ::leio ‘g; :::, l:”&'g:;"“o ’h’rﬁ:n‘;“‘:,::gmt,?se;;w:‘fmm; Was carried oa, not
: ) . . ; : s tndhi i program, but a
movement remained segregated from the unions, and the unions  workers, held in connection with the 2nd RILU “’"‘&"“h'd"" away from the dangerous influence of the two revolutiouary  sponfancous revolutionary upheaval with which the petty
and the official labor movement practically ignored its existeuce.  setretariat of the Internatioual | ropaganda Comittee RS cudeK. factors behind the National movement, namely the progressive  bourgeoisie had not only nothing to do, but of which it has always
1t was not untii union benefits Legan to give ouf, and the  voured {o make the results of the conicrence known Ry “”d“"‘ as bourgeoisie and the militant proletariat. They took the Con- been in deadly terror. “In the course of a movement, which was
Stale insurance benefits got into difticullies, so that large » possible among wood-workers. The whole material has beem ress to Gaya and placed it under the lLospitality of, and tied essentially an opposition to the big bourgeoisie coming fo power
numbers of trade umionists, including the skilled workers, were g hmitted to 20 revolutionary wood-workers’ unions, and 9 cen- Ft to the purse strings of the landlords wearing Gandhai-cap the class concessiousness of the petty buu‘r, reoisie wemgon delzvelo .
compelled to resori to the Guardians for relief and were brought (15 of revolutionary minorities, €o that it may be safel assumed which symbol alone is enough to cover their sinister cconouu,c. ing ull it discovered the danlor of lt /in er'lh fir (‘op'
inio more real contact with the unemployed workers’ commitices, 1hat {he work accomplished by the conference will not be without characier before the sick vision of the degenerated and semi- sequently it severed all counect'gu with |r;|e}re\"'olu|‘ionarl e;vork'en-
that the sirong prejudices of the crait unionists were broken down.  influence on the movement. At the same time the Propaganda intellectual lower middle class controlling the destinies of the and peasants, which se haration however, proved its owryl liti ?l
Even then it was only these who were actually unemployed and  Committee is endeavoring (o spread our ideas among the wood- { " National Congress. The Reception Committee (a body entrusted impotency. Non-coo -ul'uliou becariie a 'u:or'l 1 p:) - - 3
sulfering all the misery of their position, that listened in any orkers by issuing a bulletin. This is published in Berlin, ‘n with the organization of the Congress) was composed of these dogma u.nmaphysi(l'M abstraction and an ":lm(;ree:l'slllrnit'gl?):l
other than a pious way to the pleas for united action. Every fhree languages. No. 3 has already appeared. landlords and their relations at the Bar. The Chairman of the fo strenghten the hand of social eacti ) 1l - l'cd oA h
union was a bulwark ol conservatism safeguarding the financial Among the evenis of interest to our indusiry in the difie- Reception Committee was one of the richest landholders in the  development of the political (‘(fl s;éious:.niF ?lfl m? ey
inferests of ils members, as an insurance society, and thgunt:ll‘lt rent countries, special mention must be made of the sgénkc of Province. Under such auspices did the Thirty-seventh Cou. g p 1 58 ol a nation.
: : " 3 ¢ Bt oo 3 \ R H o 8 A £ 1 renerati 3 \on-cooperati /
this was not the time lornzghf‘!‘g‘ :::k:un lc{ld‘ ?lr': diﬂ: 20,000 wood-workers wllud; br‘(;‘ke‘ out ::Iilonr\:fri%?ial:!v wi?{"’ u: ress meel. ‘The result has been precisely what can be expected naturally Kfs‘dlcjﬁz":vri;‘,“mz 1()’i‘nf:)l:l_ !\or; (“ot)l‘trdmuuln :nﬂ\c:uenllt
agitation of these masses. ,un’n_ i i‘kep but the reve. ecember. It is a singular fact ?1 o ‘.‘k h the. Swedish rom those seeking such eminently reactionary patronage. *Pure within its ranks. The Ttierr o e ® ool ec“uals
culties of the slump and the fuulity of str t:;i -4 klee rein reccived any notice concerning thi. l?mhe dm'?lh e [we'{? Gandhisin” has held its own against the onslzught of the Radical ub'c:tl n‘b 1‘}'."(3' The q} grh;ulu‘u, J.I)q.l("vlll:'l! d ',"‘l“ the
lutionary fervour of lbe. unemployed preven cilegg hﬂ wood-workers union. This union is in the hands of {he rtpnnm, Afitellectuals from the Right and of the Utopians from the Left, Vi T ",'l the Congress should be muterial ™. “Ihey called for
during thgrhiock-outt wel:;le the un‘ion c‘le;dcr;’ n::hgeot;:: onlede gﬁld n}r;sedo n%l se(e:xg degnl:ous ol having :l;(e!nr qt_n:ﬁmessrdgtu;d_sl; The petty bourgeois religionisis are so much encouraged by their l’fll‘::;'(l()fl“l(ll:l‘lrlb Cs ag.lum{ the thlim \;cp:.«m!wl;n !olf Illx,:‘peﬂy
retreals. _ unemployed pressed for action ' ne rropaganda Commitlee communicated with our Swedi victory at Gaya that the next annual session of the Congress LOUTEcoisie. So the Congress became e stage of battle between
The trade union leaders p:ﬂcl::ied the un;mtp}::yed k:r 6!1;3“:0 friends for the purpose of _l(;arnmg thel details of l:he if»l;:kiel,l alth: will l.'!ke plucc)at Andhra, the stronghold of Brahmanic reugljou. :;:e) lgy'(;)ﬁff)u\lf& <:f Ihcl .'l,llltd!e C'l‘;-“'l*.' “Llndllr or{gxlxully had started
:ﬂ“x to the Trade Union l‘.":m. wtd hﬁnw'steos of th{ if possible of rendering aid to our class comrades le Objectively however, Gaya marks the beginning of a new —“T_ .mxht_ (u‘”a o, u'r | &'S . mll«.‘\w.ls {Ougl." - ({ayﬁ
ferences, passed resolutions, interviewed Minister lurch by the reformists. . period in the Indian National Struggle. The apparent victory of 1 1'¢ 37the annual, session o the Natioual Congress was engage
Government, but never took a single step fo join the forces of rom France we have fo report that in Lower Alsace there petty bourgeois reaction is in reality its last gasp of life. Though 1 9¢ciding whether the radical urpc[ middle class or the
ed and the unemployed for united action of any exists an autonomous union of cabinet makers, not affiliated to REMS Y " P L S reactionary petly bourgcoisie, would lead the national movement
the employ p-oy 1 i a ing 2000 be hile the the great political questions confronting the ongress still remain I e oail na .Yd This otherwise harmess baiil i .
characier. : e gttt S dontued 'be.“‘“o"!:é ed?“'m“;n;e“d ppsseﬂsmg(‘ml‘ mbim rgl.‘hw iy unsolved, the confusion reigning in its ranks ever since the fateful oo "0" ;"“0 s o ufrlw:.sc "”,'"l’j'“i{ it edwa§; NOWEVRL,
M“""‘h“b.'h' fun, ith the u‘::oqs_ h‘yﬂft d ﬁ‘ ec’:xo n national federation nu k re, In a‘, 8, d NEmuvers. h aeﬂilial!:n days when the mighty mass demousirations during the visit arvavad ll)l ’:l ,f"-"' ln'mfl y rewf ut;o,nar) kMC g“’é’" B i liimiy
and wages fell. 0 Rﬂ_tn;l d:d“u'g °“'Lnd of their ganda Commiitee h“’“ en steps towards securing the of the Prince of Wales, as well as the revolutionary agrarian k(‘neyl kl‘ut“;"lll'“)n DFces Uf "‘t »;lor ers ‘"; P““,'"‘”"lsi “d“’a'
the loss of membership. ad dimmmy! i :&m 10 e fact of this '“‘8“ lotBhg ?d";""“' Iso dirfe Sehwoss b uprisings, were disowned and denounced under the personal g cin ’unc'v:;sniml:‘s‘q their :5'0!';_; Foue, wil noutlea re
ppeals to the unions, and discon asicucd on % . In Great riam there are also dirferences . leadership of Gandhi, is nearing its end. Social readjustment p, acvancing with faltering steps. 1he presence of these
t the unemployed organizatiop was the only organization English Cabinet Makers’ Federation and the Amsterdam Wood- outside is reflecting itself upon the Congress, in which class Tevolutionary forces standing n the back round was felt in the
which would do any fighting, and u‘nl- ’%1'.'.'.?&" wu:ﬁizl;'t)io::o Workers’ lntematuot::l, alth?ugh a rep{tesmt?h‘v,:: olin::,ren afg:)?tflr demarcation can no longer be kept cosfused by sentimental :l.;)(r"g’re::s‘ !'hr]ourg’h ‘lh‘el n;‘ednuga o‘i a l:eh' 'dmg w_lu;;h, hlov{cver,
make of he unemploy e b R of- body belongs to execulive commitiee of the g effusions. The events of the last twelve months proved that the o ery Hazy outlook and was acfuated more by sentiment
This was an exceedingly grave danger for the trade union The Propaganda Commitiee has Pplaced itself in communication Congress could not continue as 3 helerogencous body united mot than by understandimg.  The voice of the workers and pea-
movement, and, had it not been for the pro{ﬂsli action of  with the Cabinet Makers’ Federation, and will endeavor to bring by political expediency, but on the treacherous grouad of sents. santg was ra'nscd lhrcug‘h the program published by the on-
the Communist Party, the unemployed would certainly have taken  apoyt closer relations. ; ” (7 meniality. What happened during the last twelve months has MUMist Party on the eve of the Lonﬁress, a program which
:‘ﬂx along fhese lines and mlfl. m' Olllnl:::l(:z tl)?“:‘: In Fll(nchl"d work is pr?cecdl_ng :ohlr lhc% Iu:xox.l_&f lh\%lwd { /" crystallized at Gaya in the form of a split which is the forerunner ::«;:;:lmix‘ u'nlc situation hkedalb?m‘t;shc . crcal'eld ﬁreat c.onsleri
ons. The union leaders would have themsel i vital Wood workers’ unions existing in this country—the ood, of the growth of cohesive political parties, reflecting the interests "!'0n in be. congress and helped very much the process o
The continued isolation of the unemployed and their vital  \Workers' Union with 3,541 members, and the Wood-Cutters o fhe Severs] sucial elasers Shtait pigiar . 9 s e class-clarification. ~ We sought {o sirengihen the hand of the
; . : ” ¢ . . jectively antagonistic fo British i : : ; : X
question right from the beginning of the o':l' has become the  Upjon, with 5426 members; both unions stand on our platiornm. rule, and forming a fighting coalition inside ‘he National Con. V€It Wing, but only succeeded in frightening it. It is, how=
, central p of the movement. For a period of four months The Deutsche Holzarbeiterzeitung (German Wood-workers’ gress, which can on'y be the Organ of national struggle. So, V¢, @ gan. It has proved how _unreliable is the sloppy
. the sharpness of this issue was modified. The danger just Periodical), reports as fo the situation in ifs international which the process of political regrouping begun at Gaya sounds the Schtmentaiiy of those who falk glibly about *“the masses
; mentioned had caused alarm. Then came the gener;l e:gcc:lgz is affiliated to the International Trade Upion Federation. From death-kneil of the non-polifical Gandhites, in whose hands the “illleut breaking away from their lower middle class moorings.
and the Hunger Mf'“h ":fn hm‘;ld ‘?'sgfhﬂ“:n?:" emno‘ this we learn that the representatives of the American Wood- Congress lately came to be more of a prayer-hall and conclave C. R Das, a renowned lawyer who gave up his exiensive
campaign. !Eh:h:‘mh'ce '“mhco ed fthe constiluencies. vorkers’ Union, numbering 325,000 members, are visiting E“f?P‘ of theologians than the leader of the national siruggle. It can practice at the Bar, who was clapped into jail on the eve of
the united l_|(_ 3 1 Cnurc s W“&e Labeour Party could for the purpose of entering inio relations with their colleagues be predicited in the words of C.R.Das, the defeafed president  the Ahmedabad (1921) Congress, to whose presidency he had
Pecither the l’l_r mcml o&gl;;sk:og B e borats: - i thy world. The results of this attempt are not yet known. at Gaya, that “the minority of today will be the majority of been unanimously elected, and the presideni-clect of the Gaya
nore ““m'd he uncmpdoivh U loo‘::Worken Committees, @ France the reformists have found it necessary to form a rival tomorrow.” That is, those who have at last raised the standard Congress, unexpectedly put himseli at the head of the incipient
t ""'“."“edh‘.' quari‘er; an : 1°‘. nem& yUnem il o union as the French cabinet makers and wood cutiers do ".?t of revolt againsit the quietism of “pure-Gandhism” may appear fo  Leli Wing. Four months before the Congress met af Gaya
A jo’?be "‘;mg';:: M‘;"r‘;'l“:r:‘l“:g‘m. " lptoyne the llnme want fo have anything more o do with the Amsterdamers. In be beaten today, but the future belongs to them. ~They will he came out of jail, and fo its great surprise the country came

: Holland the reformists are preparing fo facilifate the capitalist
Minister. He refused. As a result of the demonstrations, he Ol by olfering the ieeble';l I;bssigle resistance. In lialy the

et the General Council of the Trade Union Congress. The wood-workers received financial aid from the reformist inter-
General Council did not put forward the demands of the unem- national central, fo assist them in their economic struggles. What
m"f" the victory of uncmployed had not gome 30 far. yitude iy fhe reformist central adopting fowards the necessit
ad fre perlamentary siyle, at which the Jeaders of the o bejning iheir lialian colleagues in the struggle againet Fasciomy
International are adepts, drew attention fo the .y " o o preserve silence on this point.

initiate a new period of action in the national movement, and thus to know that the man raised to the pedestal of Gandhi
will capture before long the leadership of the Cont;ress. This  was advocating the abaudonment of the path marked out by
very welcome eventualily was indicated by the split at Gaya, Gandh. The evolution of Das in his posi-jail days was rather
which therefore marks a step forward in the Indian national interesting. It appeared that in order fo feel {he ulse of the
struggle, the temporary victory of the petty bourgeois centrists country, he kept on talking vague generalities in the first
notwithstanding. months. Suddenly he came out with a statement couched in

Three social elemenis went info {he composition of the - Such phrases as: “we do not want bourgeois democrac I
. : s “brown bureaucracy will not be any beifer ihan the white
e T Steed gt The Tinegulerad o il Saas i llcran i b e e e e oty (ClEr lan the ki
g i Tl'lE COLONIBS geoisie in a desperate economc condition, and the masses of INon-cooperation”, “the masses want Swaraj more than the
the Labour P

workers and peasants in the initial stages of """‘“‘i"‘i;o Taken Mmiddle classes” and similar other sentiments which outraged

: is 1he sense of propriety of the Congress and brought upon ]
Indian National Congress Bt Fradamneperalion movesient was 8 puiiy b against  devoted head the epithet of “ Bolsheyik” irom the ruling class.
f By M. N. Roy. Imperialism as a revolt ll;hl‘l the big bou isie. e gradual Many of the sentimentally revolutionary elements within the ;

Congress, who had been smarting under the ethical diciums
imposed lslﬁ:m them by Gandhism, enlhusiuﬁctal‘lz welcomed
the leadership of Das. “Thus, in addifion o the radical intellec-

€0
clarification %oeeu is &t.oving it to‘bz u:.g Towards the close
of the Great War the sit dtionin lndiacameto.uqhasttzte.lhc
a“‘:'\‘."m‘"“?‘:: ﬂ“&&&.‘.’:‘ﬂ‘?ﬁf‘m‘“"‘mﬁ. mprudmm’dm' outcal tuals, who kad been for a long time demanding a change in
among the peasantry, that Imperialism found it imperative to the cougress program, there came info existence another
le itself o the aspirations of the mative bourgeoisie ~advocating a chauge in e cougress activities.

onlague Reforms were conceded and the big isi . This latter had the a ce of a Left Wing Party
hich had so far been the leader of the national struggle, was and in fact its rank and file did contain left wing, that

and wou -over, The Non-c fion movement was revolutionary elemen(s. Bui the leadership of this i
i i Left Wing 5:1& n&roved lacking in revolutionary

Gaya, th themselves with the radicals
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senfimentalists, who mean well, but do not posses the courage
and vision to carve out a revolutionary path for themselves.
The make-believe talk of the * pure-Gandhites” about Civil
Disobedience proved more fascinating for these elements, who
therefore remained attached {o the Centre. The Left Wing
forces failed to assert themselves on the situation and when the
split came, they were found with the radicals of the Right.

The split, which ought to have taken place on the issue of
petty bourgeois politics versus mass action, was diverted to
an internal quarrel for power between the radical liberals and the
lower middle class reactionaries. The latter have won, because
the Left Wing was not yet developed enough to take the field

alone, The new opposition party is a combination of two
diametrically divergent forces which cannot be expected to
operate in harmony. Therefore, a second split is inevifable.

This split will happen as soon as a sufficiently strong nucleus
ol a ss Party is fcrmed. The maierials' for such a nucleus
are there. They are aiwready in the process of accumulation,
The publication of our Pregram has on the one hand exposed
the real intentions of the peity Lourgeois politicians, and on
ihe other, opened up an inspiring vision to all the revolutionary
clements,  Hopeful signs were to be seen even at Gaya, where
reaction reigned supreme. In spite of the obstruction of the
bureaucratic machinery of the Congress, the resolution calling
{or complefe independence as the aim of the con%(?fss receive
more suppor{ this year than the last. More than 30 per cent of
thie delegales voted for it. A great majority of the delegates
came back disgruntled, looking for a new lead which can alone
be given by a truly revolutionary Left Wing Party, whose rise
is imminent.

POLEMICS AND DISCUSSIONS

Iniernational Sirike?
You don’'t want much, do you!!
(Reply to the barbarians of Moscow.)
Free interprelation of Amsterdam by A. Lozovsky.

We were not surprised at your inquiry about an infer-
national strike, for the simple reason that we are already
accustomed to every description of demagogy irom Moscow. You
must know that the resolutions passed by the trade union congress
at Rome, and by the international peace congress at The Hague,
made the sirike dependent on a large number of conditions.
How very far wrong you are in seeing any connection between
the occupation of the Ruhr basin and an international strike, may
be seen from the following statements, the correciness of which
you will not question.

1. Neither in the ruolutionwued the trade union
eonfreu at Rome, nor in those pas the international peace
conference at the Hague, is there a siugle word to be found
against the defence of one's fatherland; and this appeared as a
matier of course to all Farﬁd fors in the congresscs; the leader
of the 1L International, Vandervelde, declared this quite openly
at the Hague.

) y peace conference at the Hague did not pass any
resolution regarding an international strike in the event of the
Rubr being occu A special resolution was formulated on
this question, was submiited 1o the French CGT., the French
Souﬂh\ Party, the Belgian trade unions, and the Belgian Labor
Party. As you will be well aware, this resolution raised a profest

Vi but it contained not a single word as to the
named un and parties having recourse to strikes should
oecur.

3. The resolution submitted by the pacifist committee pro-

'Rg.tmanmumw international arbitration.
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5. The resolution passed by the Infernational Congress at
the Hague on the educafional question provides for the come
mencement of serious work among the youth, in order that young
people may be educacted in the spirit of hate against war. You
are fully aware that this is a task which cannot be accomplished
in three weeks. The {rad: unions and parties articipating in
the Hague congress are just beginning this wor{\?:l and we ﬁope
that when the coming generation grows up, its attitude towards
war will, thanks to our work, be quite different, from that of the

resent generation, which fook part in the last war, and stil}
eels its consequences.

0. The resolution moved by the trade union commitiee
— the only resolution mentioning the general sirike — provides
for an international strike in the event of war. We can state
with satisiaction that the occupation of the Ruhr has not led {0
war, a circumstznce which must undoubtedly be attributed to
the spread of pacifist ideas, and to the influence of the recent
Hague conference.

7. The resolution passed on the suggestion of the French
and Belgian delegations contains — as you know — a solemn
declaration on the justice of the reparations. It must be clear to
all that when justice is not done voiuntarily, force must come {o
the aid of justice.

8. Everyone knows the despicable part played by the
German bourgeoisie in the reparations question. It openly sabo-
tages the reparations, although the German workers are anxious
to fulfil the obligations. This desire for fulfilment has often

expressed in the declarations of the representatives of the
German Social Democracy, and of the German frade unions, at
all International trade union and socialist congresses. We, as
sincere representatives of the working class, cannot tolerate this
despicable course of action on the part of the German bourgeoisie,
which is solely to blame for the fact that Europe has not been
able to return to a normal condition in the five years which have
eleafsed since the end of the war.

9. A strike at the moment when the troops are marching
into the Ruhr district, might lead to the sabotaging of the war
operation, although not a word about sabotage was mentioned ‘n
the resolutions passed. It should also not forgotten that we
have brothers in the army, and that the sabotage of the war
operations might have an exceedingly disastrous efiect upon thetn,

, 10, Of course, we condemn the acts of violence on the part
of the French government. This we have already declared in
quite a large number of resolutions. But from an international
E)m! of view the occupation of the Ruhr area may even be

hly useful, in that it puts a final end to the imperialist and
mulitary longings of the German bourgeoisie, which is still
possessed by the spirit of the ruling class of that country. The
occupation of the Ruhr area will undoubtedly also fead to an
increase in wages, as the French rate of exchange is much higher
than the German.

11. The infernational strike could not take place, because
we were nol sure whether the German workers would strike from
international or purely national motives. The past of the German
proletariat makes us distrust ifs international feeling. Under
such conditions an international sirike would mean a deception
of the French workers, and would only be of service fo the
German imperialists

12. Another reason why the international strike could not
be carried out is, that we have not yet received a single proposal
from the 1pacif'um; to declare a sirike, although we agreed with
them at The Hague that we neither should nor could undertake
any action without them. But on the other hand, should the paci-
fists strike just at the moment when there is danger of war,
that is, should they cease propaganda against war, this would
only increase the war dmrr.

13. The united front and joint action which you pro
has not been accepted by us, because the united fronf was re!ecm
at the Hague conference, and the conference facitly accepted the
standpoint taken Troelstra: not fo join a unifed front with
the communists unfil these have undergone quarantine, We know
ﬁ:t you luve.::(: et completed tine: Soviet Russia is
n
unile{ie: fiulu oeodno} arise. S

. In conclusion we must energeti proiest against the
insolent dmsogy with which ﬂum ud%
against us among the workers. We have always '

interuhonldu'{.ud do not permit the &
auv'mn 0 ‘na_n ¢ thro:e “I:VI:IM of ﬁemw

into_confusion.
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[ POLITICS

The Iniernational Situation
By Comrade Tchicherin.
The concentration and trustification of capital.

If I am to sum up the results of my recent observations
of foreign affairs, 1 must first say, speaking generally, that the
most important feature of our period is the concentration and
trustification of capital on an international scale. In some
countries the process of concenfration was already greatly
advanced. Now we find, behind the scenes of events, a constant
vmotive force consisting of a struggle towards the international
alliance of the natioaalg trusts, towards the international extension
of national trusts and their growih beyond national frontiers.
This process of international concentrafion of capital, is being
carried out within {he J>ost-wur crisis and collapse. Consequently,
it frequently assumes degenerated forms, and ifs gradual progress
is accompanied by many morbid symptoms, The ruined middle
and pdt{ bourgeoisie, and the increasingly impoverished bour-
geois infelligenizia plunge into the extremest chauvinism, and
create a heated political atmosphere. In France these elemenis
support what is left of the National Bloc; in Germany they join
the Orgesh organizations or sli't:ﬂly vole for the extreme right;
in laly they form one of the motive powers for the complicated

omenon of Fascismo, Their furious activity war ever
near, and within certain limits, even leads to direct military action.
But there is no immediate danger of a new world war:
The motive forces of a world war can only be fundamental
antagonisms between leading economic groups, and these last
have still to undergo a long period of development before their
relations become so acute as to provide the ible conditions
for a,.. world l\ur. l;ldelorve the mrrted the al.litua ion wl;skdihf:egt;
at that time, large i suppo militarism, while t ty
bourgeoisie su cifism; but now, large industry is, as
a rule, the upholder o rcnﬁun,,nndthe efly bourgeoisie, at
least its ruined section, is becoming the main prop of military
and ultra-chauvinist tendencies, 3
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of the two countries. This interesting example of an endeavour 3
towards international trustification deserves close atfention, In A
the sphere of the reparation question, this endeavour assumed the
form of economic agreements regarding Pyments in kind. But
it has much more imporfant aims. The France of to-day
differs very much from pre-war France; developing industrial ‘
capital is gaining an ever-growing influence over the politics 1
of the country: it requires markets, it requires the development
of economic relations with other countries. Thanks to the treaty
of Versailles, France possesses a surplus of iron, and needs
material from Germany for working up this iron. Negotiations
are already being carried on between a number of French and
German industrial undertakings with regard to contracts, trusts,
and cartells. These efiorts on the part of indusirial capital, and
its growing influence, were the cause of France seeking,
particularly towards the end of last year, fo resume official
commercia{ relations with Russia.

The leading represeniative of the new policy of French
industrial capital 1s the Banque de Paris et des Pays-Bas, headed
by one of France’s best economic functionaries, the bauker

inali. These elements belong to that political grouping af
present in course of development, if not in Parliament, at least
m leading French political circles. Among this group one of the
most talented French statesmen of the new generation, Loucheur,
must be counted; he has connections with the industry oi
the North.

S

i

The Ruhr adventure,

The Rubr adventure, which has shaken the political
and economic life of the whole of Europe to its foundations, and
has also much injured Soviet Russia, who needs econ
relations with other countries, is bound up in a most complicated
manner with various tendencies within French indusiry itself.
The bourgeoisie of course preserves the customary sacred un‘i;yl
again;a} thie mﬁfi:lllle enemy, but already the industrial

ournée indust , is _openly expressi
{vith the Ruhr policy. This pyo!icy, wln:ﬁ leads to the ime -
verishment of Germany, brings no advantage to France, who
ruounable to utilize the riches of the Ruhir area without the aid of
Germany. The indirect result is, further impoverishment
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