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the mosl important branches™ of this conflict consists in
enlightening the profetarian consciousness by awakening the
feeling of human dignity, and of revolutionary protest, amongst
the black slaves of American capital. As stated above, this work
can only be carried out by self-sacrificing and politically educated
revolutionary negroes. ) _

Needless to say, the work i1s not to be carried on in a
spirit of negro chauvimism, which would then merely form a
counterpart of white chauvimsm,—but \n a spirit of solidarity of
all exploited without consideration of color.

What forms of organization are most swtable for the
movement amung the American negroes, it is difficult for me
to say, as | am insufficiently informed regarding the concrete
conditions and possibiliies.  But the forms of orgamzation will
be found, as soon as there i1s sufficient will to action.

With communist greetings,
L. Trotzky.

THE CLASS STRUGGLE

Jim Lartan ihe Muitant
By Alexander Trachtenberg.

Omn January 17., Governor Smith of New York, set free
by FExecutive pardon James Larkin, the militant leader of the
Irish workers. The Governor’s act is considered an astute poli-
tical move in view of the large Irish electorate in New York,
among whom the freeing of Larkin was a popular issue. In ad-
dition, the demand for ammesty for political prisoners is con-
stantly growing among the workers of the state and the newly
elected CGovernor, aiready looking toward the next election, is
anxious to appear as a progressive among the workers,

In explaiming his pardon of Larkin, the Governor appeased
his capitalist supporters, by condemning the views of the Irish
labor Lader which he thought were *‘abhorent to American in-
stitutions”, and flirted with the liberals and the workers by de-
ciarmg that Larkin's conviction was “a political case, where a
man has been punished for the statement of his beliefs, which
were not in wo‘atnon of any existing laws.”

On being freed, Larkin's first thought was of the other im-
prisoned comrades. He said he was given to understand at
the prison “that the Governor was releasing all prisoners under
the Crimmal Anarchy Law, or 1 would not have accepted a par-
don. Tts more important that these men and women be released
than that I should be.”

Larkin was arrested together with other four Communists
— Gntlow, Winitzky, Ferguson and Ruthenberg during the raids
in November, 1910 and was tried for publishing the Manifesio
of the Left \Q'mg of the Socialist Party. He acted as his own
altorney during the trial, using the court as a tribune to reach
the workers with the message of the class struggle and revolu-
tionary Socialism. The picked jury of business men, still under
the influence of war hysteria and scared by stories in capitalist
newspapers about confiscation of property, should Larkin’s ideas
triumph, found him gulty of being an Anarchist and opposed to
organized government. Larkin’s insistence that he was a Mar-
xist and that he stood for organized government proved of no
avail. The court sentenced him {o serve from 5 to 10 years.

I'he news of Larkin s imprisonment in America, sfirred {he
workers of Ireland in whose behalf he crossed ihe ocean. The
Transport Workers Unon, whose secretary he has been, declared
a protest stroike on July 21, 1920 demanding his immediate re-
lease. They wanted their Jeader freed and called upon American
labor to fight for his hberation.

The dargest portion of Larkin's active hife 1s bound up
with the struggles of the Irish workers. After leading a strike of
shipbuilders in Liverpool in 1905, Larkin was appomied organizer
of the National Umion of Dock laborers.  He <oon proved a
valuable asset (0 the umon, having gotten in 10 months 45.000
workers to join the umion. In 1907 Tarkin goes to lreland to
lead a strike of Dock workers in Belfast. From that {ime Larkin
devotes himself 10 the buiiding of a mlitant labor movement in
Ireland. Dissatisfied with the reactionary policies of the British
umion to which the Irish dock workers belonged, Larkin forms
a_ andependent union of Transport workers based on indusirial
fines.  This union soon bécomes the most nubitant labor organiza
tion in Ireland, setting an example to the other umons which wer.
branches of the British Organizations. |he reactionary labor
leaders, fearing Larkin's infivence, catise his arrest on framed-up
charges in order to discredit him with the workers, During (hat
fn.prisonment. as on similar occasions i Ireland. the workers
secure his release

Upon the refurn of James Connolly. wha foundered the
Marxian Socialist movement in Ireland in 807, [ larkin joins him
I carryin revolutionary  Socialist propaganda 1o the broad
masses of Irish workers, in order to win (hem away from the

influences of the reactionaries and nationalists.
man
British organizations.
the Irish labor movement. en came the historic struggle in
1913. The Dubhin Transport Workers were locked out in an a.
tempt to destroy their militant organization. For 8 months the
struggle lasted with Larkin leading the gallant fight of ihe
workers. The strike attracted the attention of the labor move.
ment the world over. The English and Scottish workers

ired in over 1,000,000 doilars to aid the brave Dublin strikers,
‘he bat{le was drawn, but the workers won the right to belong
to ther industrial union.

After the strike the Transport workers union sent Larkip
on a world four, partly. for a rest and Fartly to tell the story of
their struggle to the workers of other lands, and also to collect
funds among Irish emigrants for their organization and the
Citizen’s Army which they organised to fight British Imperialisn;,
The world war caught Larkin in the United States. He tried
to go back to Ireland, but the British Secret Service, with which
cooperated the American Department of Justice during the war,
kept close waich on Larkin and all his attempts to leave the
country were frustrated. In America, Larkin joins the Socialist
Party and fours the couniry on behalf of the struggle in Ireland.
Then comes the Easter uprising in 1916 and~Connolly i3 shot hy
the British court martial for participating in the armed struggle.
Larkin is anxious (o return {o his homeland to continue the work
of Connolly, but he 1s now hounded and watched closer than ever.

After the Russian Revolution broke out, Larkin imme-
diately became one of the enthusiastic adherents and supporlers
of the Bolshevik program. Similarly when the Left movement
in the Socialist Parly developed in 1919 Larkin joined it. His
conviction and imprisonment came as a result of his affiliation
with the Left Wing. The British and American gavernments,
long before that, were seeking for an opportunity to wreak their
vengeance upon him. A

Larkin is now going back fo Ireland which he has tried 1o
reach for the last 8 years. During his absence great changes
took place there. Ireland became a ‘‘free” State. The labor
movement has fallen largely under the control of old time conser-
vative leaders. The revolutionary vanguard of the Irish workers
represenied by the CP. of 1., a direct descendant of the movemont
which he and Connolly organised, and the mulitants in the labor
unions are waiting impatiently for him to lead them against the
Irish_and British bourgeoisie ag he so valiantly led them before.
The Transport Workers Union which he founded and which now
has a membership of about 80,000, even under the present
leadership, has kept open his place as Secrefary of the union.

Nearly 300,000 workers are now organised in the Irish
labor unions. They need Larkin (o clean the Augean stables of
their organizations and instilt a new spirit in the labor movemen'

That he will answer the call or the militants in the labor
movement, and lend his indomitable spirit ana indefatigabie
energy o the task of tining up Irish labor with the reyolutionary
wourkers of the world, is expected by every one who knew him ‘n
Ireland and America. Although he has suffered much while a
captive of the American plutocracy, and his large frame may not
be physically as strong as before, his revolutionary ardor has
not abated.

The milifants of Ireland, working under {he leadership of
the Communist Interuational and under the inspiration of the
Russian Revolution for the same thing Larkin always believed in
and fought for, will find him reporting for duty as soon as he
sets foot on Trish soil.

The Communists of the world join with the revolutionists
of Ireland in extending fo Jim Larkin, freed from an American
Bastille, a hearty welcome and bid him take his place amone {hose
who are working for the overthrow of capitalism everwhere a..l

"+ «stablishment of the International Workers Republic.
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The Situation in Germany

The Frankfort Conference
By Heinrich Brandler,

The English occupation authorities have forbidden the hol-
ding of the International Conference in Cologne. Herr Weissmann,
the chief of the detective headquarters of the Ebert Republic has
issued orders o raid the conference. M. Poincaré not only holds
the participators in the Essen conference as prisoners, but he is
urganizing the sqf)&ression of the French revolutionary trade
unions of the CGTU. and of the Communists, who, in spite of
persecution are conducting a splendid campaign in reparation
for the conference in Frankfurt. The rulers are all united in
their persection of the revolutionary working class. The violent
uuarrels over booty, which are taking place among the international
tourgeoisie, threaten to plunge the whole world into a fresh war.
Bul French and German, English and Italian, Czechish and
I'olish are—in spite of all the differences among themselves, so
far as the bourgeoisie of these countries is concerned — united for
the persection of the working class, and in particular—its van-
yuard, the Communisis. The French spy centre works hand in
land with the German political police. 1yhai disturbs neither the
patriotism of the French nor of the German bourgeoisie.

A better illustration of the class solidarity of the bour-
reoisie when dealing with the working class is impossible. This
h(‘l must make it clear to the dullest worker, that the conflicts
hetween the rulers of the various countries, in spite of all patriotic
and nationalist phrases, even when the conflict is foughi out by
miitary means, are merely concerned with differences arising from
capitahist clags interests. The French bourgeois has more in
tommon with the German bourgeois than with the French worker,
il vice versa.

The end for which the French bourgeoisie is fighting is the
drmmnation of Europe. - The starting point may be the Ruhr
“ccupation which ostensibly is the result of Germany’s failure
"o pay reparations. In France those voices are increasing which
desire the policy of expansion—the permanent ,union ,of the
Rhenish Westphalian coal mines with the French ore mines under
French suzerainty. It is in accordance with the nature of capi-
talism that the éerman bourgeoisie set itself the 'same aims in

the world war, and in the event of jis victory it would have
exercised precisely the same ruthless brutality as does the heavily
armed French Imperialism fowards the vanquished Germans,

The defensive struggle against French Imperialism can
only be victorious if conducted by revolutiona ry methods, i. e, by
the international prolefariat, am( before all, by the German and
French working class. The victory of the French bourgeoisie,
like the victory of the German bourgeoisie is equally a viclory
over the French and German working class. In any case if cor
firms the rule of the victorions bourgeoisie over the working
class of both countries

This fact renders clear the necessity for
struggle for ihe overthrow of the bourgeoisie in France and
Germany. Only the victory of the revolutionary working class
over the bourgeoisie will put an end to the constant danger of war.
Omly when the French iron ore areas and the Ruhr coal are
taken away from the profit hunting bourgeoisie, and the joint
restoration of the devastated areas placed under the care 0’ the
Franco-German Soviet Republics, will there be an end {o {he
century long quarrel between the French and German ruling
class over the hegemony of Furope.

With this end in view the
have the practical fask of
realizing these aims. Up {o the present, the Amster-
damers, and the Second and 2% Internationals have not
responded to the invitation of the Committee of 23 of the
German Shop Stewards. The German social-democratic press
has kept up a systematic campaign of silence about this Confe-
rence. The reformist ADGB. (General German Trade Union
Federation), and the United Social Democracy are pursuing a
policy of coalition with the bourgeoisie, and are putting up a
sham opposition to Stinnes’ program. The Cuno government has
issued orders not to raise wages—because “prices are falling”.
During the month of February, the cost of living (absolute
necessities) has risen by more than 100%. In spite of the “dollar
depreciation”, prices are rising consiantly, Mass unemployment
has already begun. ;

revolutionary

Frankfor{ Conference will
organizing the forces for

’
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' ] tinion leaders are satisfied with “profest
loda!-d‘l::og:‘t‘iec fraction—with Parfiamentary deqm‘?. dgg‘tll;l 3:
them fear the lzatign g stie S for
y does the devil—ho . ers 5 B
ngll:' :;e meanwhile, the German bourﬁ:ome !:htakmgt o:de:
vantage of the Ruhr occupation, to kill two rds ml on:r Shoae.
By means of its nationalistic uproar it hopes to get C:a ltn' ity
ig. the Franco-Geérman or Iyternational Iren an 4 rust, N
within its Vaterland, it hopes to be able to cru(s]h tde “béMil'lm g
working class, a combmation of National Guard, itary
Police, and Fascist bands. Severi | confines -
‘ h ial-democratic Minister Severing, also
himsel;rl*:ae";?gtesla" against the activities of the National Guard,
and his glorious United Social Democratic Party of Gcrn;‘qny
maintains a sepulchral silence in face of the most iar-rfac l_ll%
preparations {o enact another blood-bath against the pro elar;;'a,
as did Noske before the Kapp-putsch (until he and Ebert, fogether
with the entire social-democratic government, had to ﬂcc.)A
The German Ebert Republic will meet its death in ll:e
Ruhr conflict, if it fails to win over the working-class an;zl 0
displace the present bourgeois ﬁovcmmgnt with a tl’or t‘rhs
Government, capable of shifting the crushing burdens from he
roletarial on to the bourgeoisie, of dealing a death blow loé ;
ascist bands, and of transforming the Bourgeois State of 191
into a Socialist State. .
The sabolage of the social democratic and trade union
leaders, retards the process and prolracts the misery of the
German and the international proletariat. Already we hear the
rebellious voice of the social-democraiic masses againsi the policy
of their leaders. /n Saxony, the social-democratic workers rejec-
ted the coalition with the bourgeoisie (which was officially
demanded of them), and have pronounced themselves in favor of
cooperating with the C. P. /n Thutingia and in Berlin, social-
democrati¢c workers go hand in hand with the Communists—
against: the -dicisions of 'their own party leaders, and form
Defense Units against Fascism. ’
The French invasion has not yet precipilated the cata-
trophic collapse. We are still in the midst of a protracted crisis.
‘But the workerd are beginning to stir. The intensified aclivity of
the Fascisti is rousing them io a determined defensive struggle.
It will therefore be the task of the /aternational Con-
‘ference’ af Frankfort to_organize and reinforce the awakéned
“fiational and irterpational forces. Thanks to the

“'Second and 2% Infernationals, the Frankfort Trternational Confe-

rence may not as yet be in a position to flash the signal for the

attack,—but it can none the 'less accomplish a great deal in’

mobilizing and developing the fighting forces. This -work done,
the wa gwil be cleup tog take up the struggle, with, otherwise
withouf, and if necessary against, the helpers of the bourgeoiSie
from the Second and 2% Internationals.

———

‘On to theIniernational Conference
| on March 17t}

To all organizations affiliated with the Communist and
Red Labor Union Internationals!

Dear Comrades,

The shop stewards of Rhenish Westphalia are convening
an international conference for March, 18. the anniversary
of the Paris Commune. The task of this conference will be to
unite all revolutionary and honest elements of the working
class to

combat the danger of a fresh war,

and the imperialist war threaiened by the mobilization in Poland
and by the war preparations in Czecho-Slovakin,: The sh . 4
attack made by the Frenth bourgeoisie on the peaceful popu-
Iation, the greedy and egoistic policy of the German magnates,
the savage, greed of the industrial and financial sharks of
England, the appetite of the American money-bags and of their
worihy partners in Japan, are thrusting the working masses of
all countries into an abyss of filth and blood. The sole class
fighting consciously and consistently against imperialist war is
the prolefariat. But its final word is yet to be spoken; it must
mnow siep forward and stamp out the germ of imperialist greed
of the ruling classes:

All labor parties and trade union federations

are invited to this conference, whose task it will be to organize

& ‘united front against the new international war. The occu-
' pation of the Ruhr, underiaken at the behest of French heavy
. #ndustry, mist be as decisively warded off as every other
- Wmiperialist action,

A

““The Commmunist Infernational and the

of Labor Uttions request all organizations-to active’
the coniing. donference, and {o enlighten. the.working
their countries regarding the great significance of t
international conference. JERETIE PRR N,

The W in. Essen on, the eve of the Ruhr
occupafiofi 1e practical step towards 4n infernational
struggle. This first step must be followed by further ones,
a practical strugglé must be organized against the mutual
annihilation of the peoples.

. The Second and Amsterdam Internationals,
as well as all the organizations affiliated to them, are invited
to this conference. We hope that the masses of workers
belonging to these organizations will know how to force their
leaders to take part in this intermational conference, whose task
it is to save the working masses from the danger of a fresh war.

.Moscow, March 3, 1023,

Committee of Action of the Communist Infernational and™~of
o the Red International of Labor Unions.

PRS-

The German National Commitiee of

Shop Stewards on the Iniernational

Conference againsi the occupation
of the Ruhr.

The national commiltee of the shop stewards of Germany
makes an appeal to the shop stewards, and to the workers of
Germany organized politically and in trade unions. The following
is an extract from the appeal: . .

The committee’ of 23 belonging to the Rheénish-Westphalian
shop steward council has convened an international conference
for the 17th of March 1923, with the object of taking up the fight
against the new bloodbath threatened by international capital. All
internafional labor organizations and unions are called upon to
take patt. =~

The invitation to take part
*ted by the foflowing organizations: '

1. The Red ‘Internaliorial of Labor Unions.

2. ML Al - . .
Italy; oS lovakin, P »".'f any.
" e Sox is ki ,,fﬁ%), the Independent

ny, the Independent Social

. D | ; Syécial 'Democratii partigs of
thée Border Sfates, "~~~ . . Kt Y. T e

5.‘3‘: Comimitiee of Action of the Communist Parties of

France -and any, o g i

’ rs’ Trade Unions of Yorkshire (England), the

ers find engineers, the Red tradé unionists of France,

“{rade unions of Czecho-Slovakia, the Polish
sition, the Ifalian oppugiti(mal trade union

i ‘ ; ] '-"E FPll'lf"/’_ e s
% ‘ c‘Paﬂy'bf\rE'g!l,!i'_ and

7. The national commiftee of the Geérfman Shop Stewards.

On the other hand, the Amsterdam Trade Union Inter-
nafional, flie Secodd 'International, and .the Social Democratic
parties and trade umions of France, Edgland, Belgium, and
Germany ,have sent no direct reply as yet. In so far as the
notices and articles, confereiicé and other public spe of the

. Amsterdam Trade Union Infernational,  the United German
Social Democratie Patty, and the Gesman Trade Union Alliance,
are decisive for judging the aititide’ 6 these organizations, they

to-participate in the conference.
Poleety,  do 5°fﬁ';§%’3¢§fn§e Ui, Iiagostionn! Tesolvedybefore
" the occupatidn of the Ruhr, o reply fo ahy warlike measures and

threats of war danger, from whaever side they might conte, with
the general strike. The Amsterdam International, in whose ranks
the overwhelming majorify of the Western European proletariat
is organized, has not even inade the slighlest aftempt to organize
or to agitate for a general sirike. .
illions of workers and fheir families may_ gerlgh;_ un-
employment, wan{, and misery may drive them to desperafion,
mi]‘l)ions of proletarians may again fear each other {0 pieces on
the battle field in the in(e@%fs of capital,—this does not concern
these labor leaders. For ‘them the main point is, and remains,
united front with capital. Workers, class comrades! .
“Will. you tolerate this? Will you coatinue to,look quietly
on while your chosen leaders abandon the clasg interests of the
prolefariat? .
eriand of your leadets: '
The united frout of the infernational prolefariat

rt in the conference has been accep-

ox. '.'

A
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POLITICS
The Pairiotism of the German
Chemical Indusiry

By Karl Radek.

The fourth number of the Russian periodical “War and
Peace”, a ring in Berlin, contains an excellent article on the
book written by the English major Viclor Lefevre, published
simultaneously in English and French under the title of “The
Riddle of the Rhine”. The book gives a general survey of the
role played by the chemical industry during the recent world
war, and predicts that in the next war a decisive role will be
layed by the manufacture of poisonous gases and explosives.
E;he writer studies the existing relations olg power in the sphere
of war chemisiry, and arrives at the conclusion that the mighty
chemical industry of QGermany. affords her the possibility of
restoring a great part of her military power in the future.

The German press has treated this book as a piece of anti-
German propaganda. But we find in it the views seriously held
in English and French milifary circles. As a proof of {his
we may mention the fact that French spies have long been
endeavoring o learn the German secrets for {he manulacture
of synthetic ammonia and nitrogen. The records of the
German courts of justice show a large number of cases in which
engineers have been broufht to trial on the charge of having
sold quite unimportant information to French spies, and have
been severely pumished. The indictment brought against them
has generally been that of high treason.

And now, at the very moment when the whele German
bourgeoisie, and the whole press, is calling upon the German
peo{)e, and of course upon the German working masses in
?ar icular, fo be ready to sacrifice themselves in order to give
‘rench imperialism tHe answer it deserves, at the very moment
when the German bourgeoisie demands the absurdest forms of
boycott, not only against French capitalism, but against every
individual Frenchman living in Germany, at this very moment,
the German proletariat learns that one of Germany’s greatest
chemical workg,ethe Baden Aniline and Soda Factory at Ludwigs-
hafen, has made an agreement with the French government, and
has sold to it for 5 million gold francs the secrets which might,
under certain circumstarces, have represented, {he mightiest
weapon of Germany against French imperialism.

On February 6., the French government demanded the
ratification of this agreement from the French Parliament.
The reporter of the Chamber, Leboucq, declared that in° France
there was a shortage of one half the nitrogen uired for the
manufacture of explosives, about 110,000 tons. He pointed out
that as early as 1919 megotiations had been entered into with
the Baden Aniline and Soda Factory, and that thest¢ works had
underiaken to aid France in the building and equjpment of a
great factory in the environs of Toulouse, for the manufacture
of the chemical weapons required by the French republic for the
next war. The works at Toulouse were to be superintended b[v
German engineers. The Baden Aniline Factory delivers over afl
secrets of manufacture to the French government against pay-
ment of g 'sum of 5 millions of francs, and a 2 to 4% share
of the profits of the new works. The new factory is to have
from the commencement, a daily output of 100 {ons of ammonia.
The works are 10 be property ‘of the state, which is to possess
250,000 ‘of the 300,000 shares 1o be issued. For obvious reasons
the bourgeois Eness of Germany has preserved a strict conspiracy
of silence’ with regard to this matter. When it was dragged
forth into the light of day by the communist press, the German
patroits of chemical capital hastened to assure the working
masses that there was no need for them to excite themselves over
the affair, indignation was superfluous, and moreover much
oo late, for the Fatherland ha long since been betrayed and
sold, in the year 1919! We are not aware that when the crime
o hi:ih treason has been groved agaifist anyone, he can save
himself from the gallows by pointing out that his crime was
committed three years ago. But the fact remains {hat the agree-
ment in' ‘question was not ratified by the French government
uniil February 6., and that the great German patriots of the
chemical “indus did not annul this contract, not even after
the occupation of the Ruhr area.

Stinrles, Thyssen, and Co. call upon the German workers
0 demohstrate against French_ imperialism, because .the latter
Claims 51% of “the shares of the Franco-German coal and
'ron trust.now being formed. . The bourgeois press of Germiany
geachuitd'ilnﬁaFMch crusade, and calls u the starving

% for Herr Stinnes: The first

erman . workers' to Hght for 51
onsequiesices.. atising \ the German plutocratic struggle for

predomir;ant‘:e vg:thin IhefFranco-German iron and coal s
are again {fo be paid for by the Qe

the 10th and 24th (E)i Janua e prices for the tarry
of life roge by 63%:
which I

ndicate
| etweern
uary, the prices for the barest necessities -
) this is admitted by the official statistics
ive the whole truth. Between January 27. and
February 2., that is, within a single week, prices again rose by
another 68%. The coal barons doubled the prices of their coal
deliveries, and in the period between. January 1. and February 1.,
ts};e prtl(‘c gf iron t?nmmhly rose by 375%. It is scarcely neces-
ry 1o observe that the workers’ wages ai '
behind these increases. S SSIGNIGRS, RECH s

And this is the moment chosen by the magnates of the
German chemical industry 1o bargain with the deadly enemy of
the German people, to strike a bargain for the sale of valuable
weapons, and to sell these to the enemy for 5 million gold
francs! Thus the German bourgeoisie demonstrates, in the most
cynical manner, that when it cries out: The Fatherland is in
danger! it is only thinking of the danger threatening its mone
bags. If it succeeds in coming to an understanding with Frenc
|mper|nhs_m, on favorable or unfavorabhle conditions, (hen it
shoyits with equal enthusiasm: Long lve high treason! But if
it Tinds that the “hereditary enemy” is not Jiving it enough
18 only offering it 20 instead of ¥ pieces n% silver, again it
shrieks at the fop of its voice: Long ,ive national resistance at
the expense of the German working class!

It would be wrong to draw ifrom ali this the conclusion
that the German workers should abandon their stru gle against
French imperialism.  On the conirary, this struggle is a part
of their own class war. But it may be seen from the above that
the German bourgeoisie is not the organizer of national defence,
but, on the confrary, is prepared to betray irs fatherland any
moment for a sufficient price. Only Germany's proletariat can
save her from the unhappy fate of the colonies, from imperialist
eprontatl_on. And for this reason the German proletariat must
make a final break with the bourgeoisie, and must act as a class,
consciously faking its own fate, and the fate of the whole nation,
into its own hands.

Political Progress in the United
Staies
By Israel Amter.

The political life of the United States is passing through
a remarkable development. Although from the very establish-
ment of the republic the capitalists, the big landowners and
manufaciurers have understood how lo guide the affairs of the
couniry-—to their own inferesis, even though they made some
‘superfical concessions to ‘‘democracy” groups are forming re-
presenting ofher interests and made up of men determined
fo fight.

The country has been trained to an understanding  of
the “‘necessity” of politicians and statesmen chan Jing their pos:-
tion—‘'‘according to circumstances. From W’jf'sons “keeping
us ouf of war' to his getting us in up to our necks: from his
visit 4o Versailles where he inlended {o put the United Siates
info the League of Nations; from his defeat by the Repuiricans
who despised American interference in Furopean ;1!{(1 rs, {0
the gradual relinquishing of this position Ly‘ staunch  Re-
publicans who are demanding American intervention bucause
“conditions have changed etc., efc.” through these stages of
shifting, of duplicity and capitalist manoeuvring, the Am-rican
people has got used to any position that the government ha;rens
fo take.

But as already stated, there are groups form g that
look to their own sell-interests. The most remarkable ot these
roups is the Farmer group. The position of the American
armer is very bad. In the decade from 1010 to 1020, the
farm morigage debt increased from about £720,000,(0 to more
than $4,000,00,000. During this period the World War took
lace, which brought )rosgerily {o the country, but left the
armer out in the colé. uring the war, prices presumably
were regulated, but the farmer received little of the higher
prices that the people had to pay. The speculators made
tremendous profils, while the farmers’ debis piled up.

During and since the war, the railroads have demanded
higher freight rates. This put a further obstacle in the way
of the farmers.
farmers did their share. After the war when ‘‘deflation” set
in, when Europe was unable fo buy and when a general
state of uncertainty arose, the production dropped to less than
half of. that of the war period. The unemployment of 1921
almost drove the farmers to bankruptcy. Industrial production
reached one of the lowest levels in the modern history of
America. The farmers were hard hit. Their sons deft the .
farms to seek some occupation in the city. The crop of 1
could not be disposed of even in 1922,

The war demanded high production—and the .
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ing this pefibd swhen the farmers were making frantic
cﬂortsl)tl;nmgamtainpelhemselves, the government declared itself
in no position {o help them. There was plenly of money for the
emergency fleet, which cost the government more than three
biflion dollars and which it sold last year for a litile more
than $300,000,000! There was $500,000,000 for the railroads;
there was promise of a substantial subsidy for the shipping
interesis. But the government could not help the farmers,
although they were advising the uneniployed and the returned
soldiers to *‘go back to the land”.

In 1915 there was organized the Non-Partisan-lLeague,
an organization of farmers, looking {o the protection of their
intercsts. They recoguized that by pooling their interests, n
marketing, storing, banking, they would be able to better their
condition and exert pressure on the railroads and on {he
market. Immediately, Wall Street began a violent campaign
against them. Their first stronghold was the state of North
Dakota, which they captured and in which they established their
own granaries, their own banks and marketing facilities. But
Wall Street was mightier. One bank alfter the other had fo
close. An insidious campaign of siander was conducted against
them, so that they lost political control and' ouly succ
this yecar in electing a United States senator.

But the thought of the organization cowld not be_throttled
so easily. The Non-Partisan League has spread. Today it
has tremendous influence among the farmers in Montana, Colo-
rado, Oklahama, Washingion, lowa. There is a group of men
in the Senate and House who were elected by farmers and
act as their representatives. There is another group who were
elected by farmers and workers. They belongF to both the
Republican and Democratic Party, one fo the Farmer Labor
Party. This group is com _of about 12 men, among
the most resolufe and intelligent in the Senate—fighters who
will go the limit and obstruct if they cannot aftain their ends
any other way. ‘

Wilson’s defeat in 1920 was the most overwhelming that
‘America has witnessed. Harding’s pluralily of more than
7,000,000, declared beyond any suspicion that the country wanted
no more of Wilson. His policy and double-dealing were con-
demned, and Harding, ‘‘honest” Harding, who would not take
us into Europe, was put into office. (Not that that made
any difference to Wall Street, which keeps up this marionette
show for the deligh{ of the stuPldw‘fopulace.) But Wilson,
the man of the “New Freedom”, who pretended to rcalxz”e
the viciousness of the system and wanted tq see “fair play”,
had proved to be a tyrant. At the behest of Wall Street, he
sent troops against the siriking steel workers in 1919, he
threatened the coal miners in 1920. Harding, the overwhelming
choice of the *‘people” could do no such thing. In 1921, Harding
utterly disregarded the eight to fen millions unemployed, offering
no help, but merely appealing o the employers {o aid them.
In 1622, when more than a million” coal miners, railroad workers
and textile workers went out on strike, he found no better method
of satisfying their demands than that employed by his pre-
decessor—at the behest of Wall Street. Lead and %'lson was
their reward. The brutality of Auorneg General Daugherty,
who threatened the life of organized labor by his infamous mjunc-
tion, put the cap on the ability of the Harding administration.

B Floundering in international policy; open sponsorship of
‘big capital (ship subsidy); contempt for the needs of the ex-
soldiers, who demanded a bonus; disregard for the demands
« of the farmers; a threat fo destroy organized labor. In 1922,
 the Republican Party lost the 7,000,000 votes that it gained
in 1920,

But most of all has been the lesson taught {o the working-
class and to the farmers of America. Namely, that there is no
difference between the representation of the Republican and ihe
Democratic parties. The candidates are selected by Wall Street
and must carry out Wall Street's orders. For no politician can
live in America unless he is backed by Wall Street or by
conscious, organized groups representing certain class interes(s.

The next Congress offers a more friendly appearance.
iYet no revolutionary is blinded by such appearances. He knows
very well that although the volers manifested a natural reaction
to the brutality and disregard that the Hardin? administration
bhas shown to the needs of the workers and farmers, the re-
pudiation of Harding does not mean a conscious political ex-
pression of a new direction in American affairs. For the
moment, greater liberalism is being manifested. A number
of well-meaning progressives have been elected to the Senale
and House. K number of progressive or liberal governors
of both parties have been elected in several States. There wiM

a pause in the violent fterrorization of the working class.
By the passage of several Farmers’ Subsidy bills, the administra-
fion will endeavour to regain the favor and support of the

——

farmers. ‘American capitalism sits firmly in the saddle ong
can afford this luxury!

It is quite natural that in 1921 the farmers should h.y.
been inclined to support intervention in Europe; and ag.
in 1922. They could not dispose of their products and rela;, g
that, until Europe was rchaEilitaled, there would be no sii .
market for American agricultural produce. The high ¢,
of American industrial products and the prices which w ;.
raised still more by the enactment of the new tariff bill, arou.eq
the antagonismn ot the farmers. Hence they looked to inii -
ference in the broken-down affairs of Furope. They w.re
especially interested in a revival of the buying power of (..
many--one of their biggest customers for wheat and cotl,
In return they would cxpect German industrial products a;
the lower price ‘at which Germany could produce them.

American manufacturers, on the other hand, were aga.
intervention. They fear the competition of Germany. 1l
have constantly pointed out that American workers must ag .
1o work longer hours and accept lower wages, if Amer,
is successfully (o compete with rmany. But the Ameri .,
workman is not ready o accept any such terms. There |
arisen a so-called scarcity of labor. The “normalcy” of 1,500, (v,
unemployed has been allained, and several industries arc |
want of more ‘“hands”, particularly the steel and automot.
industries. The former wanis cheap, unskilled labor, willing
to toil 12 hours a day, 7 days a week, at 25 cents an hour ;
pauper’s wage in the United States!

American bankers, again, did not {ake a definite stand
for some time. 1t was hard {o say wheter French Imperialism
would gain the upper hand in Europe or not. The {rip «
Clémenceau te America did not help to win sym_pag:y. I he
leading press did its best to support his enfhusiastic satr
rattling speeches; bat all fo no avail. France had not e
ratifi the Washington Disarmament Conference decision..
France was conducting an extensive m'rlita?' crusade. She
was expending a large part of her budget for military ...

es and, in addition, was hkelping to equip the Polish arm
urthermore, France was engaging in every kind of militar
adventure, which would grevem her from paying her debt and.
at the same (ime, possibly lead to a collision with Amerioan
Imperialism. ~

Perhaps one of the mest emphatic indications of Amer.on
capitalist opposition to France was due fo the conduct «f
France in the Angora maftter. American imperialists are o
tremely interested in the oil fields of Mosul and of Mesopolaia.
It is éad enough to have to negotiate with omne overnmzi . -
Great Britain—without having the extra task of dickering w.th
anoflier far more militant government. Ftance was dlslurlnilg.
enough, without interfering with the direct interesis of Amer.a

Hence there graduaHy evolved a tendency amon American
financiers to intervene in European affairs--on the side of
Germany. Not that there was any excess of love fo- CGier-
many, but there was a nced of checkmating France and Fro:h
ambitions. ‘

But all of this challenged the stand of the Republicn
Party, which was against any interference in European affa Is
Life, however, is stronger than all resolutions. Bprah, who
wanied nothing {o do with Europe, introduced a mofion calling
on the president to convene am international economic con-
ference, fo settle the huge financial difficulties burdening rie
governments of Europe. President Harding declared that e
time was not yet ripe, and.that other steps were being tuin
to arrange maiters. Since that time, the British debt matter has
been arranged. Great Britain and the United States may now
work hand in hand, although it is difficult to determine Iw
the British government is going to raise the interest on :he
debt! Time has passed, and” the Ruhr question has becie
the most urgent in the world. Again Borah calls on the Prs-
dent to convoke an international economic conference. Rejurt
now has il that two American interests are intervening m st
effectively in the Ruhr affair, one on either side of the questin.
Harriman. Kuhn, Loeb and Co.—i.e,, Standard Oil—are help.ng
to ‘“stabilize” the German mark by advancing $100,0C0,000
the Reichsbank; while J. P. Morgan, Schneider-Creusot aud
the Credit Lyonnais are supporting the French government
an effort to “stabilize” the franc. The prize is, of course, ¢
Ruhr industrial district.

American financial interests are settling the Ruhr queston
among themselves—and {he g: Government will merely live
the privilege of confirming ir decision. This is as ‘she
be in a Cﬁlss State!

So America will come out of ifs benign state of “beaut ful
isolation”, as Wilson wished—and for which he was decisiely
defeated; as Harding did not wish it—and for which he was
decisively elected.

.

The American worker has been little inferested in
European politics. Despite the fact that 38 million Americans
X;r one third of the population), are of foreign stock— the
'American worker has had troubles enough of his own without
bothering about Europe. Distance and remoteness from inter-
national relations have fostered this indifference. The war
woke him up—and he was glad fo fake an oath that America
would have to stay out of European affairs. Europe meant
war for him—and ‘it means war to him today.

_He will now have to get used fo the idea of war, for
American finance has decided fo inves{ in Europe. Out of this
internationalism of capitalism, the American worker will imbibe
an international solidarity of {he working-class which is still
to be created, to be sure, but of which he is completely ignorant.
Until he has learned this, he will not see the snare of the
capitalist “democracy” with which America s blessed; nor wil)
he perceive the might of the international prolefariat in putting|
an end {o this game of International Imperialism.

FASCISM

To ithe Executive Committees of all
Sections of the Communisi
International!

Dear Comrades. -

The Executives of the Communist International, the Red
International of Labor Unions and the Communist Youth Inter-
national have decided, to launch an extensive international cam-
paign against Fascism.

An /nternational Fighting Fund mus{ be created in every
country, for the purpose of combaiting Fascism by word, pen
and deed. In the first place, efficient support should be given
to the Italian labor organizations.

he statute for the collection and administration of ihe
International Fighﬁnf Fund against Fascism, has already been
published in No. 16 of the English International Press Correspon-
dence, (Feb. 15, 1923),
.. The International Committee for {he administration of the
Fighting Fund and for the organization of the inlernational
campaign against Fascism, has been provisionally established in
Berlin. Comrade Klara Zetkin is chairman of said commitiee.

The Provisional International Commiftee has addressed
an open lefter fo the Executives of all the international
proletarian organizations, with {he request that they join in the
struggle against Fascism. We recommend that you request
every proletarian organization in your respeclive country fo
participate in the creation of National Commilitees. In any case,
you miust af once create Provisional National Commitees (accor-
ding to the decisions of fhe Comintern and R.LLL.U.) which are
to organize the necesstry money collections.

Needless to say, the anti-Fascist campaign is not {o confine
itself to collections. " The National Comumitiees should at once
take up the fight against Fascism,—in the press, in mceetings, in
th'tihfactories and trade unions. They are (o be in consfant fouch
wi
activities.

As soon as the Provisional International Gommiftee will
have overcome the first technical difficulties, it wil send detailed
instructions and plans to the various Nafional Committees, on
the or%nizalion of the fight against Fascism,

e request you to get to work without delay.

With Communist greetings,
The Provisional International Commiftee for Combalting Fascism.
Klara Zetkin (Chairman).

Circular of the Communist Parity
of Italy

To the Communist Parties of all Countries!
To the Italian Communist groups abroad!
To all Italian Communist refugees!

The latest wave of persecution by the HMalian Fascist
government which has caused many thousands of communisis
and also the greater portion of the local party leaders {o be
thrust info prison, has evoked a noticeable response from {he
masses of the international proletariat. We hereby wish to
notify all our comrades abroad and the Ifalian political refugees
that our party has’ preserved ifs central organizations uninjured
and is_thereby enabled to order i{s ranks.

We a I to the Executives of our European . and
American brother parties to support our political refugees, in
0 far as they are shown to be not “professional refugees”, to

the International Commiitee and report to it on their
-

supervise as well as to control their communist activi
!nm them to enter the respective section of t::vgm::lﬁ:i:
mlemahonak where'(her are residin]g.
i ¢ Lommunist Party of Italy also desires th
Its members who, in consequence ofythe severe politi::lar')ne::g-
cution, ar lled {0 leave the country, no spying or agent
;‘:Ir“olvoicg:a;‘r]elemts creep in who abuse ‘the solidarif of labor
lntc'rnaﬁon:l? of the name of the party or of the Communist

The Executive of the Communist Party of Ital wishes to
slate, that ' decidedly condemns a]] individtymi initiaylive onst}tle
Yarll_ of Italian or oiher comrades for the support of refugee
}a an won_'kers,‘nr of those who are stiil in the trenches of the
?ass war in llm{;e It is of the opinion tha{ the whole initiative
or relief should in_the hands of the Executives of the brother
parties; over the monies they collect as well as their distribution
for the support of the refugees, the fight of the Communis| Party
of laly against Fascism and of the viciims of Fascism i Ialy
itself.  The Executive of the Communist Pariy of Italy has made
arrangements with the Executive of the Communist Party of
(lerman‘y for the latter to gather in the monies remitied by the
brother parties i Europe and America, therefore requesfs all
compunist partics fo %ct into fouch with the Communist Party
of ny which will receive all the funds collected for the
use ofTine (égmmumst Party of ltaly.

e Lxecutive of the Communist Party of Ifa y

all brother parties to publish this appeal in their prleyss“aqr:ilcs:;
make the appropriate comments thereom.

March 1923

The Executive Commitice of the Communist Party of ltaly.

The g¢reat Fascist Offensive against
the ltalian proletariat
By U. T. (Rome).

The great anti-communist offensive has passed iis apex;

'ass arrests have not yet ceased, but the average number
of daily arresis mo longer amounts to thousands. The prisons
are so crowded that they cannot accomodate another guest. On
the other hand, despite three weeks of continuous arrests, house
scarches, and deeds of violence, the government has not yet
succeeded in discovering the very slightest proof of “the great
Bolshevisi cons iracy”, and even in the bourgeois camp sceptic
voices may be discerned as to the existence of a plot. Here and
there it is aiready being pointed out that the arrest of over
8XN citizens, not for any (ﬁ*mnnslrahle offence or at the behest
of the Jegal authorities, but at the commands of the police, is
yuite d:spruporhqnale to the charges hrought up against them.
Lven boprgeon circies are beginming {o observe the very slight
respect in which the life, property, and liberty of the individual
are held, especially on the part of the new “National Militia”,
which are but an’ill disguised repica of the former bands of
black shirt robbers. And much surprise s expressed that, afier
two ycars of murder of workers and destruction of the fabor
movemeny, and affer four months of “acive work™ on the part
ol the tfic!alurship, there still exist thousands of Comminists
conspiring against the stafe.

The legal authoritics have now faken up the matter;
for the “Fascist revolution” has pnol yel altered the legislative
apparalus fo such an extent that political opponents can
be sentenced by the police (but we expect that this will be the case
presently). n the hands of the legal authorities it became
immediately apparent that Mussolini has acied wilh mcredible
irresponsibility; many hundreds of conmunists have had fo be set
free again,

But no comrade occupying any office m the Pariy, of
however slight importance, has been set free, this reveals the
goal of the government; having recognized that if is nnpossible
to exterminate the class consciousness so firmly rooted in the
workers, it is now applying every imaginabie means o prevent
the workers from uniting and organizmg a powerful fighting
instrument, a Communist Party. .

When the arrested communists are released, the authorities
demand their signature {0 a promise never again to take aclive
part in_pariy politics or irade union work.

The Fascist governmen{ is accompanying this greal anti-
communist offensive with another action, noi so conspicuous, but
more despicable; it deprives the workers and employeces who are
hostile fo it of their means of livelihood. Thus the railway
authorities discharged fifty communist, socialist, and anarchist
railwaymen, without nolice or compensation, with the official
declaration that these were leaders of the Red railwaymen's
union.

Similar measures are being taken by all public authorities
with regard to those of their employees who have been viclims
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of the mass arrests of the last few days, and this, before the
legal authorities have given any verdict regarding actual guilt.
As there are a consideable number of followers of the Communist
Party among the Civil Service employees, hundreds of workers
have thus been thrown on the stree(s during the last few days.
And some women teachers, who have been counted among the
most active PParty members for years, have teen obliged to give

osifions.

P ‘helTrh’; Fascist dictatorship is doing ils uimost to break the
resistance of the Italian proletariat by means of prison and
© starvation, and to destroy the Communist Party down to fhe
very roofs. But it will never attain this obicct It is true that
the Communist Party was condemned to a few days of inactivily,
after the severe blows dealt it in the first days of February, but
now it has so far recovered that it nas been able fo resume its
olitical and organizafory activities. And the masses of workers
et no opporirnity pass of showing upon what ideals they set
their hopes. The behavior of the Trieste workers is especially
worthy of admiration; they have succeeded in publishing the
Lavoratore daily for three weeks, although all the editors had
been arrested. Here plain workmen have suddenly sprung into
the places of editors and newspaper administrators. Two

isodes of the last few days show how entxrelg erroneous is the
idea—espicially prevalent abroad—that the Fascisti have the
genreral sympathy of the population on their side. '

On’ the 13. February, eleven of those arrested in Venice
were released again. Among them were four railwaymen. From
the prison they proceeded all together straight to the slation;
on their arrival they were received by a warm demonstration of
sympaihy, by workers of all parties, and by many non-partisans.

Last week, in Turin, the factory commission was eleqled
for the Scat undertaking. The Fascisti prevented other lists
than their own from being sent in, and the Red trade unions
therefore took no part in the election. The result was as follows:
800 elecors out o?alZOO took part in the election; 500 gave in
blanks, 100 gave in Fascist ballots scribbled with accusations
against the Fascisti, and only 200 really voted for the Fascisti.

The Italian workers are thus offering resistance against
the offensive taken up by their enemies. Robbed of freedom
1o hold meetings, of free press and sl)eech, bleeding from fresh
wouids every day, abandoned as spoil to its hereditary enemies,
the Italian proletariat groans bemeath the heavy yoke, but it
clings (o 1is faiih, and does not permit itself to be robbed of its
c'ass consciousness. Whenever the workers have an opportunity
of expressing their true sentiments, they demonstrate
unequirocally that they feel nothing but hatred and contempt for
Fescismo,

The ltahan workuas are offering an admirable resistance
in the waitiug pesition into which they have been pressed back;
if they are to be enabied tc take their places in the foremost
ranks again, thev need the active solidarity of the internatiohal
pro.etariat.

Italian Fascisti in Germany
By Heinz Neumann (Berlin).

It has been known for a long time that the ltalian Fascisti
maintain close relations, not only with Russian monarchisis and
Hungarian White Guards, but also with German counter-revolu-
tionists. In 1922 Mussolini made a personal journey to Berlin
in order {o consult with Wulle and others of the German
Nationalis.s.

Now it turns out that the counnections between German
and Italian reaction extend far beyond a mere ‘“‘communily of
ideas”. The MMalian Fascisti have formed regular fighting
organizations in the German republic.

As early as the end of September 1922, a “Fascist union”
was officially founded at a secret session in Berlin; this is
affiliated {o the Fascist party of Italy, and was enirusted with
special missions in Germany. Its object is the organization
of Italians residing in Germany (‘‘tradespeople, manufaciurers,
natenally ninded workers, students, newspaper correspondents,
etc.”). It receives the active telp of the diplomatic representatives
of lfaly, and of the arch-reactionary Halian officers attached
1o the various Fatenie missions in Germany. A confidential

rcular calls upon all “‘reliable Italians” te found Italian Fascist
-mhions and Fascist groups in every part of Germany.”

After Mussolini’s coup d’etat, the Italian Fascisti in Ger-
iun{ extended their sphere of operations. They now receive
ample funds from the Italian governnmient. On the evening of
muafy 19, 1923, a further secret meeting of the Fascist

®ociety took place. This session was participated in, amongst
hers, by the following ltalian murderers of workmen: captain
Porrado  Gustosa, captain Chiaffredo Mastrella, - Alessandro

sca, Engineer Luigi Sordi, Dr. Guiseppe Zeni.. QGusiosa

was elected political secretary of the Fascist Union in Ger
many, and Zeni as organizatory secretary. At this meeling
mentioned a circular from Mussolini addressed: “To ° {he
Italians abroad”, was read amidst enthusiastic applause. Thi.
circular, which is highly interesting as showing the plans o
international counter-revolution,: contains the following words

“Ialy does mot cease to exist at her frontiers. %l) Hai.
is everywhere where there are Italians. The Fascist nationa
party appeals to the Italians scattered all over the world, ano
stead-fastly loving their native country, to assemble their forcc
for the greatness of Italy, and immediately fo establish fightin:
unions everywhere.”

In this circular the ‘{tasks of the Fascisti abroad” ar-
further explained. The affairs of.foreign countries are not t.
be interfered with: “Every country deals with its communisi.
as it thinks best.” The Fascisti would only make themselve.
unpopular if they “carried civil war into the countries granting
us their hospitalily”. But at the same time eve nd o1
Fascisti is called upon to ‘“‘combat communism and all othe:
harmful phenomena”.

Further information on Fascist plans is offered by another
circular issued by the Berlin Fascist society. This circular s
in our possession. It lays down the following main lines:

“To add {o the qreameas of Italy.”

“To gather alt Italians together,
a bloc.” .
“To correct the ideas being spread abroad with regard
o Fascism. To carry on lalian propaganda.” )

“To take interest in all econoniic, inancial, and political (!)
phenomena in the land of residence.

In order to carry out this program, the last point of
which is of special importance, various service bureaus are
formed on precisely the same pattern as the German secrer
socieﬁes—unrimited funds being at their disposal; these are
as follows:

Service Bureau I: Support service. This departmen$ works
with the great corruption.funds, finances the founding of further
unions, induces a friendly attrtude by the German bourgeoi«
press towards Halian Fascism, and spreads its influence.

Service Bureau I1: Propaganda. The propaganda service
of the Hatian Fascisti consists of the closest co-operation with
German counter-revolution. They are for instance well connected
with the Berlip Lokal-Anzeiger. Their working program also
intends o inchrie: “denial of false news, enlightenment, publica
tion of appéals and pamphlets, meetings, exhibitions, etc.” The
Fascist Professor Lombardo is shortly giving a series of lectures
fo German studen{s, on the “new era in Italy”, N

The “Technical Department”.

Service Bureau 111: Technical department.  Service
bureau III of the Iialian Fascist society in Berlin occupies
itself mainly with political spying. It “ascertains” the wherc
abouts of the revolutionary - refugees living in Germany, and
delivers them over to the murderous Italian “justice” with the
aid of the German pelice. The Betlin political police ought t»
make a domiciliary visit to this wonderfdl “technical department”.
and ascertain in how far traffic in armg is being carried or.
and what relations the depariment maintains’ with the prohibited
“German secret societies.

The ambassadors of the conspirators,

A few ‘weeks ago a Fascist meeting was held in th-
Rheingold hotel, under the cloak of the ‘“Italian Philanthroph:.
Sociely”, and attended by the Italian ambassador in Berlin. Thi-
gentleman, Count Bosdari, a confidant of Mussolini’s, is involved
in more than one obscure transaction. On February 9, he sent
the Berlin Fascist society a letter expressing his ‘‘great jov
at the founding of the society, and went on to say: “I :m
convinced of your keen patriotism, and shall be ha?py fo gran’

our enterprise {he very greatest possible support.”” Thus th
talian ambassador in l('germany abuses his diplomatic immuni:
for organizing Italian murderers in the German republic. Whu:
has the government of the German republic to say to this? W !
it put a stop to Count Bosdari’s proceedings? ]

The ?‘asdsti have also founded their first organizatiou-
oufside of Berlin. In Hamburg, the general consul Giacchi
working in co-operation with the Hamburq)(ierman Nationalis!
His assistant is the Fascist Jesuit priest Don Mozzicarelli, wt
was living in Gen:‘any already before the war. _ These peopi:
held a meeting in Hamburg a short_time ago.( Th Cologne fli
Fascist confidence man is a cerfain Dr. Pertille;*“Royal Ifaliau
Emigration Councillor”. 1 I
in the Ruhr area. The I{alian general consul Mayoni station.!
in Munich is closely connected with the Bavarian governmen .
and ‘these relations ‘have only beensomewhat traublec B
Ruhr events. Mayoni has held: fréquent consultations with- Hitic:
and other leading national socialists. -

to form them into

He spies among the. Italian worker- °

u- by the )

' .
The Fascisti are now quite openl lishing a news
in Berlin, with government money. ?:bpa rgis cnlkx'!n m
“Ga; ha.rtieﬁo” he Banner). It is published g; the “Leonardo
Publ ishing Co., 49 Liitzow St., Berlin W 35”. ~This periodical
which bears on its front page the symbol of the Fascisti, an axe
with rods, conducts the wildest nationalist reactionary pro-
paganda. It lauds the part played by Italy in the great war, and
extols the anti-German irredentists. The persecutions of com-
munists in Ialy are described in detail under the headline:
“Energetic suppressive action on thc part of the government,
against the underground agitation of the Bdlsheviki in Ital g
Besides this, the decisions of the “Great Council” of the Fascrsti
are published regularly and their execution recommended. The
paper reports on a ‘“Meeting of Italian patriots” which took
lace in_the Teachers’ Club House under the chairmanship of a
ignor Biagi.
~ These few facts suffice to show how closel the network
of international reaction is woven. The thousandfold murderers
and executioners of the Ifaliam proletariat dare, active and
organized, {o put in an appearance in Berlin. They form “Ger-
man service bureaus” in the German republic. The ambassador
Bosdari participates in this organization of conspiraters. Consular
officials co-operate with the German national unions endeavoring
{o over\glhrow the republic.
at has Herr Severing to say fo this? When dce
intend to prohibit Fascist unions in éermany? When doe: l}:te
intend to confiscate their reptile newspaper? When does he
intend to arrest those spies and murderers working with Entente
money, Corrado, Gustosa, Zeni, and their companions, and to
expel them from the country?
The German workers will have {o interfere in this matter.
They will reply to the meetings and demonstrations of the Iialian
Fascisti as they reply to the provocations of Wulle and of
Cudgel-Kunze. "They wili not tolerate the appearance in their
midst of the murderers of their Halian brothers.

A letter from Comrade Serrati
o his wife

With reference to the arrest of comrade Serrati, the
Avanti Fubhshes the appended letter, written by comrade
Serrati from Lugano on February 7. 1923, to his wife. Now
that every one know_s that he—aiter carefully preparing for his
Journey, as was his duty—crossed the frontier shortly after
writing this letter, for the purpose of fulfilling his revolutiona
duties at home, it is unneccessary to commentf on those parls g
the letter (which might have fallen into the hands of Mussolinis
myrmidons) in which he speaks of it being more “‘advantageous”
for him to remain abroad at present.

The letter follows:

“My dearest Rina,

I arived her? iwo days ago, and after haviug visited the
old friends, I was just about {o start for Italy when I saw what
had been the fate of those comrades who were naive enough to
cross the fromtier withoust further thought. I believe it will be
more advantageous for me fo wait a while. The balloon of the
magnificently arranged “plol” may bursf presently, and it is

ssible that we may be able to breathe more freefy again in
taly—perhaps sooner than we hope. In that case I shovld
relurn. For the moment it appears to me more advisable to
femain a “free bird”, particulary because there is no need fo
give the one who is S0 anxious to see me behind locks and bars
gain, (Mussolini. Ed.) that satisfaction.

rom abroad I shall be able to work better for the party
and for the paper than from “inside”;—it seems to me {hat the
shadow of S. Vitfore (S. Vittore is the name of the prison in
Milan. Ed.) does mot promise much to one who has already
Passed his fiftieth year.

_ The old friends. received me most heartily. Even in these
bilter days we had {o smile at the irony of history. We
remembered the days of 1898, when the exiles of the reactionary

ava Beccaris and Pelloux assembled here in Lugano, as now
lhe’ exilés of Fascismo. We thought of the episodes of our exile
of 20 and less than 20 years ago, when the present leader of our
Persecutors was among the exiles . .

How conditions change in the course of time! The
Present-day leaders of counter-revolution were at that time the
Mos{ zealous Reds! 1 was nothing {o them. Here on the shores
of the lake, benath the chestnut tregs, we held long consultations
With Mussolini,” with Rossi, with Rossoni, and other “palriots”,
on the revolution which was fo come some day. And it was
@rftﬂ;ply not the Fascist revolution -which we falked about at

ime, ..

I' walk again, along the shores of the same lake, unchanged
fnd uncha le in my conviclions and loyalty. But (hese

others have become priv

and poile i councillors and ministers of the king,

' 1 « 10 were once their comrades. 1|
.carrylnlng on the fight, to-day as yesterday, for my ideals e:gz‘
in eta)u e. They have reached the lowest depths. But | am borne
up'd y shuch a profound feeling of inner satisfaction, of exultant
pride, that the power which thaw have attained, and the ambition
which th.ey.havc stilled, cannot hope to compare with it . . |
— Within a few days | shall write you what I intend to do.
only ask you to feel quite al ease about me, take care of
ggl;rself',.fan - do not be troubled, _You will see that the day of
- eit;s“é(;c:fhorf .mn come, you will see that the proletariat will

Kindest remembrances to all who fake an interest in me.
Menotti".

APPEALS

T A & ‘Openl Leiter
¢ Iniernational Secretariat
of Printiers at Berne and io the Printers’
Unions of Germany and Italy

Fellow Workers!

_ At the Infernational Congress of Prinfer in 14
at Vieuna, you considered the qﬁestion of the rir?gflr(zi nl;l plrz.]s'
passing a resolution which in part read as fo(lows: “ Freedom
of press must not be used as a means for the oppression, ensla-
:’rr,i’:ftnt fmg prrs{r:{(lcl’off: (;/ workers", and, further on, that the

ers’ Unions will fight such a ' of.

“by al(vmmns o 5ispnsal e buse of the freedom of- press

e did not take part in the discussion of {h; i

at the Congress, but we were always ready to st f)po]rxts tﬂ?scs;:lao:;
of the Vienna resolution in deed as well as in worJ. The moment
has arrived when this decision has to be carried out in practice
In Haly the Fascist reaction ruthlessly attacked the labor orga:
nizations, supI:ressmg every free revolutionary voice with frantic
cruelty. The ands of the Italian printers help to spread slander,
calumnies and insinuations against the working class and fo call
upon the scum of society to destroy the labor organizations and
turn them over {o the mercy of the lalian reactionaries, We see
the sante picfure in Bavaria. In the * free " German Republic
the Bavarian National Socialis{s are closing down the revoh.
tionary labor press- and again, by the hand of the (erman

rinters, in the columns of their newspapers and through
undreds of thousands of leaflets, carry on propaganda for the
destruction of the labor organizations, for wage reductions and
increased exploitation of the working masses. The frenzy of the
reaction in these and in a number of other couniries has gone
beyond all limits and, it would scem, {he moment for energetic
resistance, fhe time for carrying out the Vienna resolution,
18 ripe. Still, we have as yet heard of no protest on the part
cither of the International Sgcretariat, or the Italian.or German
Printers’ Unions. We hav¢ as yet heard of no calls on the
part of the leaders of these organizatious, for resistance. Nof
only did the Executive, of these organizations not call upon the
printers to refuse printing the Fascist reactionary white guard
newspapers and pamphlets, but their voice has never been raised
in the defence of the persecuted labor press . . .

We therefore ask you, when you intend to commence
executing your resolution? And if you have not the courage
to carry if out, to say so openly. Millions of persecuted workers,
hundreds of suppressed labor papers wait for your answer.
We, the undersigned unions and minorities of printers, are ready
at any time fo take up the siruggle for the freedom of the labor
press together with you, and tec prevent our dlass enemies from
using our own hands fof our enlavement. We demand an imme-
diate rcEIy to this letler. The eyes of millions of workers throu-
ghout the world are turned fowards us, printers, who are in
possession of the m.’%ht weapon against reckless Fascim. The
Printers’ Unions of Italy and Germany must demand that {heir
members refuse to set type and print obviously white guard
literature and {o publish the ljferature of the reactionaries,
until that time when the revolutionary labor papers will again
be ennbled to appear freely.

We are awaiting determined,
action, and not rhetorical polemics.

The French Federation of Printers (C.G. T. U.).
The All-Russian Union of Prinfers.

The Bulgarian Union of Printers.

The Opposition of the German Printers’ Uunion;
“The Graphic Bloc”.

organized, revolulionary
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THE LABOR MOVEMENT

The Lessons of the Lasit Miners,
Sirike.

By Fritz Heckert (Berlin).

The strike of the French miners which ended on February
21. raises the question of how far the struggles of the miners
have any possibility of success when conducted on national lnes.
All great strike movements among the miners durmg the last
few years have in the main failed. Either the strike collapsed as
a resuvit of betrayal on the part of the reformist leaders, or it
has been defeated by the forces at the disposal of the capitaiist
slate. The workers have only in a very few cases attamed a
partial success. And only then when the circumstances were
particularly favorable. This latter was the case in the American
miners’ strike, and in the strike of the French mmers. But all
other fights have been lost, and were bound {o'be lost under the
circummstance in which they took place.

Two currenls are struggling against one another in the
trade union movement: the one in favor of working unity with
the bourgeoisie, and the other opPosed to this—the revolutionary
current. Nearly all the miners’ unions are in the hands of
leaders who support working unity. These leaders are of the
opinion that the class interests of the proletariat should be sub-
ordinafed to the general interests of the slate, that is, to the needs
of the capitalist state. Since the revolution, every strike under-
taken the German miners has been systematically wrecked by
the trade union bureaucracy, and this {rade union bureaucracy
has invariably explained to the workers (hat state necessity
demanded the abandonment of the strike. This was the case in
Czecho-Slovakia, and in Poland. We can still clearly remember
the utterance of ). H. Thomas, the chairman of the Amsterdam
Trade Union International and leader of the English railway-
men's union: it was thanks to the command issued by him fo
break off the last miners’ sirike in England, that the fall of the
English goverming power, was prevented. The Frenchman
Bartuel was one of the most zealous advocates of the dictates of
the Spa agreement, which forces the German miners not only
o toif for the German capifalist, but to permit himself to be
robbed at the same time for {he benefit of French imperialists.
The revolufionary section of the workers however, is of the
opinion that every endeavor must be directed to defend the
interes{s of the workers as a class. The interests of the workers
unlike the inferests of the bourgeoisie, do not clash on any
national frontier. The workers of all countries have one common
interest, the bourgeoisies have opposing interests. When revo-
lutionary workers stand for a ruthless struggle for the defence
of workers’ interests, they, at the same time, stand for the intey-
national action of the proletariat against capitalism and its
attendant dangers.

The coal agreement made at Spa threw great numbers of
English miners out of work, and rendered the French and
Belgian miners incapable of defending their wages and working
conditions with any prospect of success. The low wages of the
German miners are to blame for the low wages and misery of
the miners in all other countries. The reformist miners leaders
know this very well. It can scarcely be assumed that they are
foo stupid to see it. But their relations with their national bour-
geoisie are much closer than their relations with the inter-
national proletariat, and with the collective interests of the
workin_g class.

his is again plainly illusirated by the miners' strike in
France. In the first place the French capitalists had creafed
adverse conditions for obtaining coal supplies, in both areas, by
the occupation of the Ruhr. Germany is cut off from the Ruhr
coal. Transport to France is prevented by the counter-action of
the German railwaymen, who have stopped work on the rail-
roads of the occupied territory. For the first fime for many
years the French miners had the opportunity of utilizing  the
embarrassment of the French capitalists for the purpose of gaining
helt_(’r wages and working conditions. The revolutionary miners
ulilized the situation, but the reformst leaders demanded blackleg
service from their followers. They could not permit a wage
strike of the miners to hinder the "imperialist adventure of the
French capitalists. Thus Bartuel and his friends have deprived
the French workers of the success of their wage siruggle. and
have sided with Poincaré. '

The case was exactly the same in Czecho-Slovakia. The
miners, long suffering from capifalist attacks, during fhe last
few weeks, attempted to fight for beller wages. But as Czecho-
Slovakia has friendly relations with France, the reformist leaders
of the Czecho-Slovakian miners thought fit to oppose the fight
©f the Czech miners. In FEngland the miners' leaders also seized
$he opportunity of rendering their ruling class a service. The

struggle in the Ruhr area and the strike of 1ﬁé Ffench h{iners »

gave the English colliery owners the chance of doing gog
business. Now they were able to sell coal to the Germans ay
French. This favorable state of their market was utilized
the English bourgeoisie, who doubled the price of coal. T}
English colliery owners triumphantly announced that, thanks
this state of affairs, the number of English unemployed
sunk by 125,000. The English reformist leaders share (}
joys of their bourgeoisie so fully, that Mr Hodges replied {
the demand made by the revolutionary miners of various coy
tries, for the organization of a joint action against Poincaré]
imperialist policy, with the answer that the situation was n§
suitable for starting such a movement. And indeed, why sho
the chairman of the miners’ international trouble about pro
tarian measures for international fighting, so long as the Englig
bourgeoisie is doing good business, and few crumbs from §
full table fall to its lackeys.

In England the rise in the the price of coal is accon
panied by a rise in food prices, and it will not be long befon
the English miners will have to fight to have their wagd
adjusted to the higher prices. If Poincaré is victorious in iy
Ruhr, enormous quantities of cheap German coal will speedi
appear an the French market, and it will be impossible for {
French miners to defend their working conditions against |
capitalists. Should the Ruhr conflict end with the victory ¢
Poincaré, the Czech miners will also be forced into a precariog
position. Should the German bourgeoisie come to an unde
standing with the French in the Ruhr, it wil not be lonj
before the English miners will be again, out of work. T
German bourgeoisie ulilizes the Ruhr conflict to lengthen
working hours of the German miners. When once these worsene
working conditions have been introduced, then it is a matter ¢
indifference whether Poincaré or Cuno is the victor, for t
bad working conditions imposed on the German miners will ha
a decisive influence on the working conditions of the miner
in other parts of the world. Instead of the ntinerd of Europ
mutually supporting each other by joint action for the defeng
of their class interests, and thus siriking a severe blow 4
their class enemy, they have, under their reformist leade
done precisely the contrary. The most favorable moment fo
joint action 1s again missed. The hand outstretched by t
revolutionary worker for the formation of a unifed front
scornfully rejected. Hodges refuses any alliance, that is, wi
the working class, but not with the English bourgeoisié
Bartuel, who organized the blackleg action of the reformusts i
France, has not only therely helped French niining capital ou
of a critical situation, he has at the same time weakened
labor organizations, and rendered hundreds and thousands
workers incapable of fighting.

But the behaviour of the German reformists during (hi
period has been the most idiotic of all. They are desirous thal
the English and French labor leaders, especially the miner
leaders, help them to ward off the atlack of French imperialis
At the same time they are in such a state of senseless ragt
against workers holding communist views, that they attack |
fighting communists in the most dispicable manner.and do ng
desire the victory of the revolutionary miners of France, b
the victory of the reformist Bartuel, the ally of Poincaré. 1Is i
to be wondered, under such circumstances, that the workers aff
reduced to impotency and the Stinnes of every country triumph

The French miners’ sirike has once more demonstrated
the complete bankrupicy of reformism. The cowardly an
bourgeois-coalition aftitude of the reformist leaders can sery
nobody btut the capitalists, nobody but the national bourgeoisi
of each country. 'Ihe breakdown of economics, and of the laha
movement, is tound to becomme continually worse under such
circumstances, unless the revolutionary workers succeed i
completely overthrowing the whole wretched reformist polic
[he mining strike in France has opened the eyes of man
thousands of pit slaves. They have recognized the dangers o
reformism, and are mrnin% to the revolutionary {rade umi
organizations of the C.G.T.U. The example set {)y the .Fren
combatants has had a stimulating effect upon the Belgia
miners. The resistance of theé Belgian <oal miners against thei
employers is growing, these miners are no longer [istening 14
the hoarse shouting of the Belgian reformists, who maintai
that the unrest among the Belgian miners is solely the resul
of communist agitation. The revolutionary miners must utili
the unrest obtaining among the miners of every country. The)
must show their iehow-miners that only by joint action can the
hope for success, that they musi no longer permit themselves !
be exploited by their reformist leaders for the benefit of theif
national bourgeoisie, but they must all stand together in on
common front for the ruthless defence of their class interes$
Fresh conflicis are arising all round; it must be our work {0
prepare ourselves thorouF ly for the fight, that it may end i
a victory over the capijalists and reformists.

pi
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