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_ Lenin
(On the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the C. P.R.)
z By Karl Radek. .

ing else in nature, Lenin was born, has
own; -When Vladimir Ilyitch once observed me
o cotlection of His articles written in the year
, a ely smile crossed his
¢ “It is very interesting to
stupid « werel” But I do not here intend
y of Lenin’s skull at the age of 10, 20, or 30,
-of that man who presided over the sesions of the
al . Commifiee of the Parly or the Council of Peoples’
ormat . Here it is not a_question of Lenin as leader, but as
kiving truman . P. B. Axelrod, one of the fathers of
enghevism, who hates Leénin - from the bottom of his soul—
Ixelrod’s ;case is’an excellent example of how love can change
D hate—related, in one of the phim? with which he sought
convince me of the harmiuingss lshevism in general and
f Ledin . jn ‘particular, how Lenin went abroad for the first
ine; and how. he went walking and bathing with him. 1 felt
{.that time ", said Axelrod, ‘ that here was a man who would
oome-the leader of the Russian Revolution. Not only was he an
fycated Marxist—there were many of these—but he knew what
wanted to do and how it was to be,done. There was
fomething - of the smell of Russian earth about him.” Pavel
Borisovitch Axelrod is' a bad politician, he dces not smeB of
e earth. He is one who reasons at home in his own study,
nd the. whole- tragedy of his life consisis of -the fact that at
§ time when there was no labor movement in Russia,-he thought
it the lines upon which such a labor movement should deve OP
id when it developed on different lines, he was frightiully
ded, and -fo-day, he. continues {o roar with ra%e, at the
isobetient child, But people often observe in others, that which
lacking ‘in. theniselves, and Axelrod’s words with regard to
Lenin grasp with unsurpassable acutenese precisely those charac-
bristics. which .make” Lenin a leader. '
- 1t is impossible to be a leader of the working class wit-
out - knowing the whole history of the class, 'The leaders of
e labor moveitent mual know { Biahr{e:f the labor movement;
ittiout this: knowledze there can be no leader, just as nowadays
here can® be.nio greatf- general who could-be victorious with
ast expenditure of force umless he knew the history of strategy.
‘ sira is net a’ collection-of recipes as 'to how
for t;e &nﬂt:ou‘m describéd neyer 'repteat& nse{f_’.
Ta becomsa el In stra A,
3 this study renders Hf&’e stic in. war,” pgrrmita

tnaed
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him to observe the dangers and possibilities which the empiricaily
trained general cannot see. The hislory of the labor movement
dees not tell us what to do, but it makes it possible to compare
our position with situations which have already been experienced
by our class, so thal in various decisive momenis we are enabled
o see our paih ckearly, and {o recognize approaching danger.
But we cannot get to know the history of the labor movement
properly without being thoroughly acquainied with the history
of capitalism, with its mechanism in all its economic and pol-
tical phenomena. Lenin knows the history of capitalism as
do but few of Marx’s pupils. It is no mere knowiledge of the
written word—here comrade Riazanov could give him five points
start—but he has thought out Marx’s theory as no one else has
done. Let us for instance take the smalrly J)amphlel which he
wrote at the time of our conflict with the.{rade union movement;
in it he calls Bukharin a syndicalisi, sm eclectic, and a great
sinner in numerous other respects. This polemical pammphlet
contains a few lines devoted o the differences between dialectics
and eclectics, lines which are not cited in any coflection of
articles on- historical materialism, but which say more about
it than whole chapters from mruch longer books. Lenin has
independently grasped ard ‘thought out ihe 1heor¥ of historical
materialism as no one else has able 1o do, for the reason
that he has studied it with the same object in view by which
Marx was actuated when creating the theory.
Lenin entered the movement as the embodiment of the
Will to Revolution, and he studied Marxism, the evolution of
capitalism, and the evolution of socialism, from the point of view
of their revolutionary significance. Plekhanov was a revolu-
tionist too, but he was not possessed by the Will to Revolution,
and" despite his great importance as a teacher of the Russian
Revolution, he could only teach its algebra and not its arithmetic.

Here in lies the point of transition from Lenin the theorist to
l\enin ihe politician.

Lenin combined Marxism with the
strategy, but at the same fime he arpli
strategic task involving the fate of the
"t may be said that at the Army Staff Academy he studied
not only Clausewifz, Moltke, and their like, but he studied at
the same time; as no-oite else in Russia, the territory of the future
Russian: rian war. Herein lies the whole of Lenin’s
genitis: i his- utmost intensity of intimate coatact with his- field
of activily, '

eneral working claes
it_concretely to that—
Russian working class.




‘bounded from him like peas from a wall.
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I must take Some other riunity of debaling why so
great a mind as that of Rosa Efuxgnt’h:rg_ was not capable of
understanding the correctness of Lenin’s inciples on the origin
of Bolshevism; | can only outlive the fact. Rosa Lux

did not grasp concretely the economic and political difference
between 1he8?ighling conditions of the Russian proletariat and
those of the proletariat of Wesiern Europe. ‘Therefore she
inclined to Menshevism in the year 1904. Menshevism, regarded
historically, was fhe policy ,of the petty-bourgeois intelligentzia,
and of those strata of the proletariat most closely related to
the petty bourgeoisie. Regarded methpdo!ogncall(‘,/ Menshevism
was an attempt at irapsferring the tactics of the Wesl European
labor movement to Russia. 1f we read an article by Axelrod or
Martov on the independence of development in the working class,
“which has to learn to stand on its awn feet,” it appears excee-
dingly plausible and striking to anyone who has grown up in the
Western European labor movement. 1 remember very well that
when | became acquainted with Russian social democratic polemics
during the first revolution, but was not F'n::\ familiar with concrete
Russian actuality, [ could not comprehend how anybody could
deny such otementary truths. This magnificent plan lacked
nothing except the pre-requisites for the application of its tgcel:_?&
and today it is historically proved that adl the g hes deliv d
by the Mensheviki on the “ independence of the abor movement
were in reality onmly épeeche.u on the necessity of the Russian
labor movement subordinating itself to the Russian bourgeoisie.

To-day it is most interesting to read the controversy oa
the famous (irst paragraph of the Party Statutes, _(he‘g)aragr_aph
which led to the 5|5it of the Social Democratic Party into
Bolsheviki and Mensheviki. At that time Lenin’s demand, that
only the members of illegal organizations were to be counted
as party members, appeared highly sectarian. But what was
the real point in queslion? Lenin sought to prevent the confused
ideas of certain intellectuals from determining the’ policy of the
labor party. Before the first revolution, any malcontent of a

hysician or lawyer who happened to have read Marx styled
ﬁimself a social democrat, although at bottom he was only a
liberal. Even when they entered an illegal organization, even
when they had broken with their petty-bourgeois way of llving,
history shows many intellectuals to have remained (iberals at
the bottom of iheir souls. But the limitalion of the Party fo
such persons as were willini to face the dangers of belonging
10 an illegal organizalion, had undoubtedly the advantage of
lessening the danger of bourgeois ascendancy in the labor pax"“ly,
and permitted the revoflitionary ray emanating from the workin
class to penetrate the party organizations, however much fill
with intellectual elements, But in order to be able to grasp this,
in order to be even prepared to split the Party on this account,
it was necessary {o be as closely bound up with Russian realities
as was Lenin, in his capacity of Russian Marxist and Russian
revolutionist. And if this was not fully clear to many a good
Marxist in the years 1903 and 1004, it became clear enough
from the moment when Axelrod began to mix up the class
siruggle of the proletariat against the Russian bourgeoisie with
the famous agrarian campaign, that is, with the appearance of
workers at liberal banquets for the double purpose of: getting
to know the bourgeoisie, and of becoriing filled with hate against
the capitalist olass which, as is well known, had never seen
the working class except at the banquet; moreover, the capitalists
‘were to be thus educaled into a comprehension of the necessity
of furthering general national interests.

Lenin’s way of knowing Russian actuality is another point

“in which he differs from all others who have stretched out their

hands towards the sceptre of leadership over the Russian prole-
tariat. Not only does he know Russian actuality, he sees and
feels it as well. At every tarning point in the history of the
Party, and especially at the moment when we seized power, and
the fate of 150 million people hung on the decisions of the Party,
I have always been amazed at Lenin’s store of what the English
call “ cominon sense”. It may be remarked that when we are
speaking of a human being of whom we are convinced that
his like will not recur for a cenfury, it is But a r compliment
to praise his common sense. But it is jusl in this that his

reatness as a politician lies. When Lenin has to decide on an
important question, he dces not think of absiract hisiorical
categqries, he dees not think of ground reats, of surplus values,
of absolutism or liberalism. He thinks of Sobakevitch, of G :
of Sydor from the Tver Province, of the Putilov worker, of the
policeman on the street, and he thinks of the effect of the
measure on the Mujik Sydor and on the workman Onafria,
as bearers of the revolution. )

And T shall never forget my talk with Ilyitch before the
conclusion of the Brest-Litovsk peace. Every argument which
we brought up against the conclusion of the Brest-Lilovsk re-
He employed the
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simplest argument: A war cannot be conducted-by .a party of
good revolutionisls who, having scized ‘their own bourgeoisie by
the throat, is not capable of closing a bariaein with the German
bourgeoisie. The mujik must carry on the war. “But don'
ou see that the Mujik voted against the war? ", Lenin asked me.
‘Excuse me, when and how did he vote against it?"” “ He
voted with his feet, he is rumning away from the front”. And
for him that seitled the matter. That we would not be able (o
agree with German imperialism, this: Lenin knew as well a4
everybody else, but when he s?ﬂ in favor of the Brest pause
for breath, he did nol conceal from the maisses for a single
montent the sufferings which were bound to-follow. -But it was
no worse than the immediate breakdown of the Russian Revo.
lution; it gave us a shadow of hope, a pause for breath, if only
for a few months, and tlis was the decisive moment. It was
necessary that the Mujik should touch with his hands the earth
which {he revolulion had given him; it was necessary that he
be confronted with the danger of losing this earth, for then he
would defend it. )

Let us take another example. It was at the fime of our
defeat in the Polish war, when negofiations were taken up at
Riga. At that time I went abroad, and.before leaving I paid
llyitch a visit, in order lo speak with him on the differences of
opinion which had arisen between us on the relations fo the trade
unions. Just as Lenin held the Mujik from the Riazan Pro-
vince before his mental vision when deciding on the Brest peace,
knowing that this Mujik was the dicisive personality in the
drama of war, in the same manner be placed himself in the
position of the plain workman as soon as it was a question of
fransition from civil war o economic reconstruction, for without
this plain workman no economic recomstruction is possible.
How did he put the question to himself? The Party meetings
discussed the role played by the trade unions in political
economy; there were controversies on syndicalism and eclectism.
But what Lenin saw was the victimlzed" workman, enduring un-
heard of and indescribable suf{eringe\‘I and now called upon to
reconstitute political economy. That the economic reconstruction
was an imperalive necessity, that we had to assemble all our
forces, and that we had the right to call upon the working class
to take. part in the work, all this appeared incontestable fo him,
but it was a question whether we should begin with this at once,
whether we ghould withdraw thousands of our best comrades
from the army, Whese. they had accustomed themselves to com
manding, and send them back into the factories at once. Nothing
would be produced by pursuing such tactics. ‘ They must have
a rest, they are very ftired.” Such was Lenin’s decisive argu-
ment. He saw before him the real Russian worker, as he was
in the winter of 1921, and he felt what was possible and what
impossible, .

Marx, in the mtroduction to his Critigue of “Political Eco-
nomy, states that history only sets itself such tasks as it can
fulfil. This means, in other words, that only he who grasps what
tasks are historically capable of fulfilment at a given moment,
and who does not fight for the desired, but for the passible can
become the instrument of histuriy. Lenin’s J;reatness lies in the .
fact that he never permits himseff to e blinded to a reality whea
it is in process of transformation, by any preconceived formula,
and that he has the courage to throw yesterday's formula over- .
board as soon as it disturbs his grasp of this ruli?. Before
our seizure of power, we issued, as revolutionary internationa-
lists, the slogan of the ples’ peace against the governments

ace. And suddenly we found ourselves in the position of a Wor-
E:rs’ Government, surrounded by peorlu that had not yet suc
ceeded in overthrowing their capifalist governments. * How
can we conclude awpeace with the Hohenzollern government’
was a question put by many comrades. Lenin answered mische
vously: “ You are worse than hens. A hen cannot make up its
mind to step over a circle drawn around it with chalk. But it
can at least justify itself by the assertion that this circle was
drawn by a strange hand. "But we have drawn up our formula
with our own hanss. and now you see the formula only, and not
the realily. Our formula of peace fo be concluded by the E’:"V""."
had for its object the awakening of the masses against the mili-
tary and capitalist government. Now you want us to go to ruin,
and fo let the capitalist governments carry off the victory in the
name of our revolutionary formula.

Lenin's greatness lies in his aiming at goals arising out of
realities. In fhis reality he sees a powerful steed which will
carry him to his goal, and he trusts himself {o it. But he never
abandons himsﬁgfo his dreams. This is not all. His genius
contains anoth trait: After he has set himself a ccr
tain goal; he seeks for the means leading to this goal through
reality; he is not confent with having fixed his aim, he thinks
out concrelely and comp!e(ecl{ everything necessary for, the
attainment of that aim. He does not merely work out a pfan of
campaign, but the whole organization of the campaign at {he

. filled the task.
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same fime; Our organ whaafe nizers only, ha A
laughed at Lenin as an wmm Anyon oofeegnghow{lyik?wm

at home, in his room, or at. the Council of.. eoples, Commissars,
might think it impossible to find:a worse organizer. Not only has
he no staff of secretaries to his material, but up to now
he has never even learnt to dictate to a stenographer, and gazes
at the pen he is wriling with, something like a Mujek from the
Don district gazes at first- molor-car he sees. But show us
in the whole- Party. one single individual capable of realizing
within decades this central 1dea on the reform of our bureau-
cratic apparatus, although this. reform is inevitable if we do not
want the Mujik, indignant against officialdom, to begin to howl.
We all ‘know our bureaucratic apparatus, we all cry out against
the scandalous state of affairs mamed by comrade Steklov
(chiet edifor of the /zvestia), with all the delicacy of a semi-
official organ: * shﬂnt defects of Soviet mechanism ®. But which
one of the Fnrt aders puts himeelf the question: The new
economic porcx 8 created a fresh basis for an alliance between
proletariat an pu_aamr‘!; how.are we to prevent bureaucracy
from destroying this alfiance? But the great politician of the
Russian profetariat, ented by his illness from going through his
daily routine, thought of the central question of state organiza-
tion, and worked out the g)lrn of the struggle for decades in ad-
vance. But this is only the preliminary tgaft, details are depen-
dent“on the confirmation of experience. But the more attention
we devote fo this superficial draft, the more plainly we see ihat
in Lenting’s peroonalx_tya}he great politician and the great political
combined.

organizer arel
How all this ha to be combined in him, God onl

lmiqw.s. (‘"’]Ctmral ldl:fly S nov) anc:-' the Commission for comhaﬂing
religion w excuse). History has her own apparatus
for distilling brandy, and no Tchl;ykn can detect hg‘.n The
Oerman bourgeoisie could not manage 1o unife Germany, and
somewhere, on a small landed estate grange, history set ome of
her machines in action, and with the aid of God or the devil,
that is, by molecular work, she created Bismarck, who then ful-
e If we read hig first reports, if we follow his
po::;.% stz for step, we are obliged to ask ourselves how it was
possible for a landowner 10 posses such an understanding for
the whole of European actuality.
. The same thought arises every time we think over {he
hist of our Party, the history of the revolution, and llyitech.
For 15 years we looked on while this man was fighting over every
comma in the resolutions, against every . . . ism invented during
the last 25 years, from Khvostism to Empiriocretism.  For
Lenin every such ism has always been the embodiment of some
real enemy, existing eithér in outside classes or in the workin
classy but in dny case in reality. These isms were the feelers o
realify, and he absorbed the whole of this reality into himsels,
studied it, thought it out, until the finished miracle appeared,
and the under-ground man proved himself the most earthly man
of Russian reality. History offers no second example of such a
transition from subterranean revolutionist to Statesman. This
combination of the characteristics of a leading theorist, politician,
and orﬁlnmer, has made Lénin the leader of the Russian Revolu-
tion iz:((l’ that l;l:: leldbeer ;huould be the only one universally
recogn . as r, t man touch was required, the
aunhly Which has made Lenih the beloved hero of the Russian
evolution. *

He himself iries to convince us that man requires absolute

truth, with is an untruth in Ibsen’s individualistic formulation. For
many peolple the truth is deadly; it is deadly even for man
classes. If the bourgeoisie were to grasp the truth about itsel
and were permeated with this truth, it would be efeated already,
for who_c%go on fighting when the truth of history tells him
that he is ot only condemmed to death, but that his co will
be thrown into the sewer? The bourgeoisie is blind and dumb to
its fate. But a revolutionary class needs the truth, for truth is
the knowledge of reality. And it is not possible to dominate this
reality without knowing it. We form one part of this reality:
the wo-king class, the Communist Party. And it is only if we are
able {o judge of our power and our weakness that we can judge
of the measures to be taken o ensure final victory. Lenin leﬁa
the proletariat the truth, and the truth only, however depressing
it may be. When workers hear him speaking, they know that
there is not a single phrase in all his speech. %*h helps us to in-
form ourselves on reality. At one time } was living at Davos
with a Bolshevik workman dying of consumptio-. At that time
the right of seif-determination of nationalities was teing debated,
and we Polish communigts were opposed to Lenin’s views. The
comrade of whom 1 speak, after having read my theses against
Lenin, said: “ What you have written is perfect{y convincing to
me, but whenever 1 have been opposed to llyitch, it has always
turned out afterwards that 1 was wrong.” This is hoy tﬁe
leadgn’g party functionaries think, and {his is the rcason of
Lenin’s nuthonl[y in the Party; but the workers do not think so.
They do not feef bound fo Lenin because e has been in {he right
a thousand times, but because, if he has once been in the wron A
if a mistake has been committed under his leadership, he a§-
mitted openly:  We have made a mistake, and therefore we have
been defeated here; this mistake must be made good in such and
such manner”. Many have asked him why he speaks so openly
of mistakes made. do not know why lenin does it, but the
results of this course of action may be plainly seen. The * ork-
man is much {oo enl htened to g'clicve in redeeming saviours
an{.lon er. When Lenin spéaks' of his mistakes, he hides
nothing, he leads the worker into his own laboratory of thought,
he makes it possible for the worker to take part in formire the
final decision, and the workers see in him the leader who re-
presents their laboratory, the embodiment of their class struggle.
A great class, itself needing absolute fruth, loves with its whole
heart a leader who is himself a truth-loving human being, one
who tells the truth about himeelf. From such a leader the
worker can bear any {ruth, even the hardest. Human beings
have faith in themeelves only when they conceal nothing, when
they know everything about themselves, even the most unfavorable
possibilities, and yet feel that they can say: In spite of every-
thing . . . Lenin helps the working class to a full knowled_e
of every decaying and decomposing element of its own existence,
and yet enables it to say in the end: I am His Majestv the
Proletariat, the future ruler and creator of life. This is another
factor in Lenin’s greatness.

On this day of the 25th anniversary of the Partv which
not only bears the responsibility for the destiny of the sixth part
of the glpbe, but which is at the same time the main lever of
proletarian viclory, the Russian Communists, and every revolu-
tionist among the proletariats of every country, are fi"'ed with
the thought and the wish that this Moses, who {as led the slaves
{:og: the land of bondage, may pass with us into the promised
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The Frankfort Conference

(Special Imprecorr Repor!’
. By Peter Steiger,

Preliminary nofes.

Today, on the eve. of the 75th anniversary of the German
revolution of 1848, the International Conference convened by the
Comittee of 23 of the Rhenish-Westphalian Shop Stewards was
opened in Citizens’ Hall in Frankfort. '

A great red flag waves before the house in the proletarian
Berger street. Proletarians from aH countries gather together
i a hall of proletarian 'bareness and’ sinplicity. Germa.. rail-
;:"Ynien‘ and miners sit>side by side’ with representatives, of the

rench, English, Italian, Polish, Czéch, Belgian, and Dutch nrole-
fariats.”Commumists sit"if friéndly conference with members of
the German' Socialist and, Independent’ Socialist parfies, and with
tyndicalists. The conference s opened—and we may {ake this
i3 a chardcteristic dyﬂtpt& , despi ;_t_héﬂbbﬁg:ﬁd the "German
: A m A » -
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Socialist Party—by a “the United al Democratic
Party of the chairman’ of _the National Committee "of
o ek e e e Nt o o

He speaks 1o the following effeci: The war which has been
taken up afresh by the i ialists, their invasion of the Ruhr
territory, demand imperatively that the international working
class take up iis seli-defense. We have been silent too long.
The workers must put an end to their enslav-nent by inter-
natiomal capital. They must pass from passivity {o activity!

_ After this inauguration, the ccnference resolves to send a
telegram expressing the heartiest revolutionary sympathy to the
communist leaders imprisoned by Poincaré: comrades Cachin,
Monmousseau, and Jacquemotte. . :

The Conference elects to the presidium, among others,
the tative of the IIl. Internation I, comrade  Kolarow,
the yate sent by the Red International of Labor Unions,
comrade Lozovsky, and the representative of the Germau C.P,

comrade Clara Zethin.

When Clara’Zetkin, who has served the revolution for so '

many years, moves thro

‘ e h the ranks of the del
audience 'of workers’ greets hér with enthusiasm and esteem.

egates, the
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i ese harmonious preliminary chords the internatio-

nal Co:v!le‘rhm‘chv begins its work. It is faced with gigantic diffi-
cu]he&The task which the Frankfort world conference has set
itself is 1o organize the mevitable struggle on national and inter-
national Lines. It deties all atiempts at sabotage on the part of
the reformists, and works in the full consciousness of fulfilling its
revolutionary mission at a time wheit new wars are threate -ed.

Opening day.
Frankfort, 17. March 1923.

Ihe congress was opened by the chairman of the National
Committee of the Rhenish-Westphalian Shop Stewards, Friege
(United Social Democratic Pariy of Germany). .

On the suggestion of the Comnuttce of Action of the Com-
munist Parties of France and Germany, it was decided to elect
a presidium of 11 members, comprising representatives of: The
National Committee of the Rhenish-Westphalian Shop b'tewards.
the Commumst International, the Red International o Labor
Unions, the Communist Youth International, the Communist
Party of France, the C.G.T.U. of Frauce, the Communist Party
of Germany, the C.P. of England, the C.P. of Haly, and the
Social Democratic fractions. , )

On the suggestion of the representative of the All-Russian
Trade Union Ailiance, /vanov, the following  etter of greetmg
was senl o comrades Monmousseau, Cachin, Jacquemotte, an
others imprisoned by the French and Belgian bourgeoisie:

« The International Conference considers it its class
duty to send fraternal greetings, om its opening day, to all
of you who are incarcerated in French und Belgian prisons.
You have protesied courageously against the redafory raid
made by a savage imperialism on the p:~ceful inhabitants
of the Ruhr area. You have not permitied yourselves to be
fooled by the insolently lying phrases of the bourgeoisie, as
if France and Belgium had the ri~ht to tread underfoot the
disarmed German people. You have defied the howling of
the whole bourgeois nationahst pack, and have oudly
carried forward the flag of the Communist and Red Labor
Union Internationals. gYou have fulfilled your class duty
fowards the revolutionary proletariat. You have saved the
honor of the French and Belgian working class. It is not by
such adventures, not by bloody conflicts, that the workers of
the world will bc saved, buf solely by tne comnlc'> over-
throw of that system which permits the administrtors of
the money-bags to stake the lives of millions. We prole
tarians ot all countries, gathered at ths International Con-
ference, feel the closeness of the tie that binds us to you of
the French and Belgian working class, d -nite the frontiers
and the prison walls lying between us. T - war intoxiation
is vanishing, the working class of France and Belwium is
beginning to awaken, to take up action. Your bourgeoisie
already sees itself confronted by the spectre of social revolu-
tion, and throws itsclf upon those who are merely expressin
in a conscious form that which iv Termcnting in the whole
mass It hopes 10 exterminate the germ of revolution by
imposing silence on its spokesmen and standard bearers. The
Lourgeoisie will soon see that it is imnossible to annihilate
the working class. or to imprison it whoics le — even with
the aid of the reformists.

‘The prisons wiil never be able to suppress the struggle
of the working class for ils emancipation. )

We greet you, revolutionary trade unionists, commu-
nists, and vouthful champions of ‘the prolc'arian revolution
in France and Belgium!”

Tie following agenda was decided upon:

1. The situation in France.

2 The situation in Germany.

3. The predatory raid of the French in the Rubr, and the
mpending danger of war.

4. The struggle against the international Fascist reaction.

March 18.
Comrade Kolarov, Bulgaria (Comintern):

 Comrades, T am commissioned to remit {o you the revo-
lutionary greetings of the E.C. of the C.1. The E.C. of the C.I.
has responded to the appeal made by the Committec of 23, and has
not confented itself with approaching the Lcndon and Amster-
dam Infernationals with an appeal; it has also called upon @ll
organizations affiliated (o the ”;e International {o send delegates
to this conference. This conference meets al a moment when
the danger of fresh war is hanging over Europe. It is t.ue that
the capitalist governments have a presentiment of the con-

* sequences. of a new war: The Social Revolution! But they are
no longer capaple of controlling the forces they have unchained.
» ‘We may even say that war has already begun in the Ruhr district.

>

The proletariat of the Rhine country and Westphalia is aroused,
and \‘\)rith it the proletariats of aHl EuroElnn states. The working
class does not want a capitalist war. t it does not suffice for
it merely not to want it. In 1914 the peoples of Europe did not
want a world war either, and were none the less driven info {.e
bloody massacre.
We must ren' r a fresh war impossible,

we must overlhrow the powers which are preparing this war,

In February of this year a conference met at the Hogue,
convened by the Amsterdam and London Internationals, and
having for ils object the adoption of measures against war. A
resolution was there passed for preventing a new war by an
international general sirike. But now that the armies of French
imperialism have marched into the Ruhr, now that French and
Belgian workers are again forced into uniform for the purpose
of taking up arns against their class comrades,

now these * Internationals” fail us as miserably as they
did in 1914.

Now as then they have shown themselves incompetent of
leading the struggfle against the danger of war, and now as then
the reason is that they will not lead the masses into a conflict
against their own and the international bourgeoisie. ‘the refor.
mists in Germany are standing side by side with the German
bourgeoisie, as in 1914, for the “ defence of the Fatherland™,
whicﬁ is still the Fatherland of {he bourgeoisie.

After the Ruhr occupation the Comintern an” Profintern
appealed to the reformist Internationals to join them in common
defensive action. The London and Amsterdam leaders did not
even deem it necessary to reply. But the mas.es are beginning
1o understand the slogans of the Comintern.

Just before the Ruhr occupation we had the,first example
of the solidarity existing between the German and rrench

roletarian vanguards. The French bourgeoisie grasped the
Essen danger at once. The champions of the French proletarial,
the leaders of the French C.P. and the C.G.1.U., were thrown
into prison. The work begun in Fssen was carried on by the
(German Shop Stewards.

This conference is a landmark in thé develooment of the
international proletarian United Frent.

We are proud to see in this hall representatives of Social
Democratic groups from different countries. This signifies the
beginming of clarification with the Social Democratic strata. And
this is the beginning of the victory of the idea of revolutmnarz
class struggle. This conference must forge the weapons whic
will place the proletariats of all countgies in a pos'tion {o break
down capitalist class rule, and thus fo put an end.lo all in-
perialist conflicts once and for all. Long live international-prole
farian solidarity! Long live ruthless international class war!
Long live the Revolutionary Internationall”

The next speaker was

Comrade Lozovsky:

The Red International of Labor Unions sends fraternal
greetings and good wishes to this congress, and hopes that this
meetine will not alone demonstrate against the danger of war,
but will also find means of fighting its causes. When the Se.. 1,
2%, and Amsterdam Infernationals convened a so-called peace
conference at the Hague three months ago, we of the small
Russian delegation said that it was futile to convene a peace
conference; what we want is a class struggle conference, we do
not want pacifism. It is not by pacifism that we defeat the bour-

eoisie; of this, experience has given us ample proof. Scarcely
ree weeks afler the Hague conference Poincaré invaded (he
Ruhr. He showed that he was not in the least alarmed at al
the threats of the infernational reformists.

The prolelariat must form a revolutionary bloc if it wails
to fight effectually and successfully against imperialism.

The Russian comrades, who carried on the conflict agast
their bourgeoisie under the most difficult circumstances, are
aware that at the present time there are broad strata of the
international working class still in a state of indifference. We
must find ways and means for rousing these great masses of
working people in all countries. _

’%he bloc of exploiters must be opposed by a detenjmmed
bloc of all exploited and proletarian masses. This is the
aim we have set ourselves at this conference.

What do we understand under United Front, and on what
basis do we want fo form the united front of the workers of all

countries? Today we do not demand that the broad masses of i

social democratic workers, and those workers who are mot yet
our followers, should unite on the basis of the dictatorship of
the proletariat. All we ask is that a uanited front be formed on
the basis of the demands formulated by the Social Democrati¢
organizations themselves, We ask that they convert into realith
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together  with us, that which they are alwa i
the masses. Thus the Frankf ys pretending to
workers of all couatries 1o form e T APPeal o the

United Front on the basis of the class siraggle.

We know very well that the refo.mist leaders will o i
but we know equally wel that the class ‘tonaciousnre)sp:s(e)l“:hme'
workers i3 awakeqlg. and that they are beginning to realize
the nec\eﬁ:ny (;:( united action against capitalism.
) en Fimmen proposed, at the Ha
strike be proclaimed if war should thrcategn‘,]e’w:h:;ié]-w“ (: e;gf
promise what you canno! fulfil. In the first place y(;u are not
agreed among yourselves, and in the second place you are
so bound up wifh your bourgeoise that you will not be able to
keep your promise when the time comes.” Unfortunatel for
the p‘roletanat,' our prediction has proved true. What ha); the
exploited workig class of the world fo hope from such an
International? uch an International cannot fight, and never
will be able to fi ht.  Despite the sufferiugs involved for the
_workmﬁ class, particularly in German , by -1ﬁe Ruhr occupation
it has had at least one good eflect: The international prolelaria;
realizes that reformist methods cannot help the working class
Our conference must and will do good work if we confine
ourselves {o the practical, and do not on y pass good resolutions,
bu(dal‘ the same time prepare for real and systemalic action
rendering it possible for us to unite the international workin
class in one fighting front against the international bourgcoisie_'%

Comrade Schatzkin, represenfative of ‘the Commmmist Youth
- Infernational.

e Communist Youth International, and t i
Youih of Russia do not bring you mere res;oluliom:,‘e dg‘;:gin:;lrlrﬁ
empty handed. We are already able to report on practical and
successful work a amst war and against Fascism. We fulfil by
our deeds that which was bequeathed fo us by our murdered
leaders Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht, for whose death
no vengeance has as yet been taken. . . In the occupied territory
our you:hful comra distribute leaflets in the French and
?"clr(;rnnant la&iua es. }"I'hey darel};zzllrrying on successful propaganda

renc i i

st iEating s an gian soldiery! We are now
leaflet in the Moorish language,

48 a means of finding a way lo our black brothers i i
Many of our comrades in the occupied territoerr; Iga:}:lfg
arrested and senfenced for their activity. Between the 11. and

18. of March we carried on an international fi hting week

against war and Fascism, the effectiveness of whi ed
by the reports of arrests of C i = iy
uﬁ b By ommunist Youth comradess in

. Our leading comrades have been thrown i i i
fopl::_x;,dm France, (m;g in Belgium. In the Rul;xlxt-o f:t:onh:ﬁ
es were yesterday senten impri
o theTIl"]regchd CE()I; ! mait R ced to 6 months imprisonment

_ The dea ies of our Italian comrades
conflicts between German Youth comrades 'a:nl:id ‘ll;lcenll:JTiei:)m
Socialist bands, bear witness fo our fight against Fascism.

. Soviet Russia has been, remains, and will confinge fo
remain, the firmest proletarian pillar of revolution. Our workers,
peasanis, Red Army, and fleet, all want peace. But the bour-
geoisie must not forget that the Red Army and Fleet are com-
pletely at the disposal of the international proletariat.

" hC:n;Ir:::d Newbold (C.P. of Great Britain).

‘I ha to come over here with a la i
but for a revolutionist it is not easy to get from rE:r lg:ldeg;h:’l:‘é
continent. The gentlemen of the Labor Party and of the 2% Inter-
national say that they could not come. But they could not because
they did not want to. For the reformists shrink from coming
In contact with the communists in any way. They prefer a
united front with the capitalists. This week the Labor Party
voted in Parliament for the convention of an inter-parliamentary
Eonhrencg on, the Ruhr question, at which the Parliaments of
rel;-)?e:; erlx;t‘::'a\::; F;a:x':v, aqg lBelgium should meet. Tlat is,

i of ‘the capitali presentati
P vicllorious plicde onl?{ \ ists and labor re tatives of

t would be useless for me to give you any hope of h
irfom the Labor Party, or from the m?ghiyyBr'iti mogee uniossl:
of which the great mass of English workers are stilt members.
wil beT!le Labor Party is alread anticipating the day when it
hin in' the government, and thus it prefers the sympathy of

bourgeoise to the sympathy of the wprking masses of Europe.
aoni It England does not venture to take action at-the moment
'gams' France’s adyance, it is because she fears the great arm
nd numerous air fleet of France. But ere | g, we shal

confronted by the task of defending ourselves from a war

ween the imperialisms®of France and Fngland.  We must

/7
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::::gei;?l?ol;e prepared for a danger which ig much more seriou
oy Eump(;up::{:::l :Llethvelhlg;lhr antlidRhine areas, for the dange;
' Europe, e world, will be i

imperialist carnage compared with which th':lluno e’:ll(}ll’}lmw:l:

nothing. M is our task to
g lo prepare the workerg o

g;:gnro:fr 'Lhenr bourgeoisie, and to place thesgr’ea?emxgtyri“;

revolu?ion oithme and Ruhr areas in the hands of the ”Oemu;

frera of:(tpugt arm ourselves for resistance against th

it Ruhrnad 0 ',apllgl, which may very easily arise as soon a:

g Rot ”:'en we is over. Thig temporary conflict will be
y 1he next greal war, unless capitalist rule in Germany,

in France, in laly, and in E
i aly, even in England, whe i
movement is still weak, is first ngcﬂhl:OWIl re the revolutionary

A representative from India

brought the greetings of the working milli 1

) the _ g millions of India: i

gf l'r!nperlahgm which oppresses the European slalt‘esmis zxe muﬂ:{
by the exploitation of the working ma Pntri

: | sses in the colonial i
:vl:)?-kz(:; :}ISF;%;?"!’%MOIM colonial peoples ml:stcﬁg?x:nt?é
X In the common work of overthrowi i
t({)mlmon enemy. The colonies are not only the econorr:l);"gs::lve;
gown:‘[cmnréglsm,hlbuli military ones as well. Just as France is
in ack soldiers into the Ruh i
manner milﬁons of Indian il be Toreed 1 R
1 ndian peasants will be forced t i
gg:;n?:l French lmpenahsn}. Imperialism must be shal?ere(fi‘ga*;lt
e world by the united action ef {he European worki
masses and of the colonial peoples, =

ed | Max Thiele (Social Democrat)
remit a resolution which had been passed unani
meeting held by the workshops of the Fr,;ankforl lé::l:?';:u;lgil&;ya.

Comrade Marius, representative of the French C.P.

We bring you not only the fraternal |
i greetings of the 2
nfr l'e:;mﬁe a.nf of the C.G.T.U.; the French pgrolelarilltchfs
p ovf lf'll at it has more than mere greetings and words, that it
;23 uhl in actual deeds the promises made in Essen. Our com-
fad les lh:ve(jtc)ﬁ::] lll::ligll'ls](:ne? becazse ;lhe bourgeoisie comprehends
I [ arty and the Unitarian Trade Uni
Federation are powers wh iny it i ow b e
b il lmpel:'(i)alism.w ose destiny it is fo ‘overthrow the rule
The workers of Germany and Fra i

] ! nce will
against one another again. The workers of anole ango(t)e:r:;rclh
will rul;e ltIL'unny filgamst the bourgeois front. Y

. An this conflict French capitalism is not conce i
alaavu3g ils nalive country, the question in hand is thenf,:(clt ‘:i:g:
-oucheur wants 60%. ‘As soon as an understanding has been
reached between the groups of capitalists,

the Ruhr area will be reduced (o a colony, the Ruhr
he workers to colonial slaves.
e French reformists have not even replied {
: 1 o our a
fT()r a ]oml‘slmﬁﬁge; and in the same mannen? we see the (]Cplll):latll
rade Union 1ance, which with its 8 millions of organized
workers could casily overthrow Cuno’s government placing
itself on the side of the German capitalist govermﬁent. The
tv;]c;rkc‘rvs;lf'mulst follow the red flag of communism onl , and then
Oei!mar:y, shaller the power of the capitalists in France and
Comrade Lansing (Holland):

brought grectings from the revolutionary trade unio
Holland, a country of 6% million h{hnbitants ?v?)lg; }!i(;'l;;nnldl:
lions in subjection "in its colonies. When the rreat world war
comes, the Dutch colonies will be one of the bones of conten-
tion, and then the Dutch workers will be utilized to defend
the colonial interests of the Dutch bourgeoisie. Arming has
been going on for this purpose since the “peace” of 1018, The
Dutch workers must also take up the struggle against the new
world war. It was a Dutch revolulionist who proposed the
general strike against war as early as the Brussels congress in
1888. But the Social Democrats called him a mad fool. We have
nothm%}:: expect from these people.

) longer their resolufions are, the shorter their deeds.
It is of no use to us to pass magnificent resolutions in {he
evening and then to continue to manufacture the arms for
capilalist war the next day. We must refuse to work in the
baracks and workshops, and work in the interests of the
proletarian world community only.

Grothe )
g;t)g::r%x;:behalf of the National Committee of the German Shop
We are glad to be able to ascertain that a great secti
of the social democratic workers, and the workers in the tragz
unions, are on our side, even fhough they have mot had the
power fo induce their leaders to appear here. In face of the
sabotage with which the reformist leaders neutralize the struggles
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of the wo masses of workers are taking to self-aid,
and lend their surmort to the shop stéward movement. Comrade
Grothe read extracts from the Vorwadrts, in which it is stated
that in view of the present situation the United German
Socialist Party sees itsefi more than ever induced to refuse any
co-operation with the communists. )
Comrade Grothe expressed in warm terms the gratitude
of the German working class for the active aid sent by the
Russian protefariat to the Ruhr workers. He closed with an appeal
for determined combat against German and igternational capital

Comrade Marianski (Pcland)
greeted the congress on behalf of the Red Trade Unions and the
Communist Party of Poland.

A Franco-German war would signify a war of Poland
against Germany, and further a war of Poland against Soviet
Russia. Poland is a vasall of France. Its policy is dictated by the
French capi.alists. After the occupation of the Ruhr, we took
up the struggle against the war danger with increased energy.
'l]:ue reformists of Poland opposed us bitterly. We shall continue
the struggle, and shrink from no sacrifice in carrying out the
resolutions of this congress. )

A representative of the siriking miners in the Saar area
reported that all attempts made by French mining capital to
sirangle the strike, which has now lasted 7 weeks, are m vain.
This struggle is being carried on in an exemplary manner, and
will not end until wages and conditions of livng have been
attained which are worthy of human beings. The Saar workers
look to the congress to lay down lines for their activity.

(to be continued)

POLITICS
The Anglo-American Alliance

By J. T. Walton Newbold.

't he Ruhr, and to a lesser degree, the Near East have for
sosme months been absorbing practically the entire attention of
all those interested in world politics. Yet, at this very time,
there has been taking place an enormously important orientation
of forces in an - entirely different quarter.

When the government of Lloyd George went out-of office,
it appeared as if the relations of Britain and the United States
promised little peace for the near future. Lloyd George may be
said {o have been the esman and agent of the ndtionalist
fendencies in British politics. He was the agent of the industri-
alists, and as such, he stood for a militant British assertiveness
in the councils of the world., The policy for which he and his
colleagues spoke was for a survival of the economic phase which
had passed some time, prior o his resignation. The new forces,
or rather the old forces which had regained economic power as
a result of the long continued trade crisis, were those of the
bankers and financiers. They had, graduaily succeeded in under-
mining the econmomic power and litical influence of the
indus.rialists who had raised Lloyd George to the head of the
coalition. Lloyd George, had he remtained at the head of the
Eovcmmeni would probably have led Britain into a war with
‘rance, either indirectly in the East or directely in the West. He
would not have been prepared to make the apparent submission
to the United States with the same good grace as the governement
of Bonar Law and Stanley Baldwin, has done. He was associated
in the mind of America with hostile oil interésts in Mexico,
the West Indies and Mosul. He was similarly committed to
interests in the financial world hostile to the domination of
Chicago and New-York.

The government of Bonar Law, while not by any means
likely to yield at all points to the United States conservatives
has already taken a line which is calculated to bring the Unil
States and Britain into alliance, though it would be difficult to
say whether this policy only commenced with the entry of Bonar
Law into the office. It would seem that for some time
previously there had been unofficial approaches to America,
made through banking and commercial magnates, and which
may have had the tacit approval of the more consérvative element
in the Lloyd George government. During the year 1922, and
especially during the latter half of it, the question which assumed
the greatest importance for the governnent was not the Near
East, but the question of arriving al a setﬁunuﬁ‘with the
United States ment on the matter of the t owed
to it. Coming events cast their shadows before and we can
take it that the Geddes Commmittee on ecohomy in public services
was appointed with a view to arriving at such a reduction o
governmenti expenditures as would make possible the mmeni of
mnterest and sinking fund on the Ameri¢an debt. recom-

mendations of this committee have by mo means been entirely
followed out, but the money saved is cerfainly about equa] to
that required for the immediate charges on the debt 1o
America. It is not always the more spec.acular aspects of state
policy which are worthy of our notice. The adventures of
Great Britain in the East were nothing like so vilal an_interest
to our governing class as some people imagine. They were i
fact rather a last effort of an obselete phase of imperiaiism.

All important as the question of oil is for the British
Admiralty the question of finances appears even more important
in the minds of the government as a whole. While the war had
greatly enriched the manufactures, ship-owners and certain other
profiteering interesis, {heir position had been undermined during
the two years of depreciation by those ofher and older econom::
inferests whose capital values, relatively deﬂ';ciated during the
war, had rapidiy appreciate(f durin%mﬂre fwo years. In
this country. at any rate, the whole king fraternily and the
mercantile houses in the City of London have recovered the
position they occupied in the national ecoriomy prior to 1914, but
which they lost for a while during the war. They have, a
natural predilection for friendly relations with the United Stafes.
British investments in South America are somewhere in the
neilghhourhood of 1.000.C00.000 pounds and that these, like
holdings in Canada, Mexico and the West Indies would be
endangered by any «c ications with' America. We can
understand how sirongly {héir influence works for the achieve-
ment of an entente belween the two Eniﬁsh:genking peoples.
Sentiment may appear to be a flink which binds these peoples
together, but in reality il is a class bias an economic commmunity
of imterest.

' Tumin§ now {o America, we find that there aiso, as a
result of the terrible industrial dépression, the big industrialisis
have come once more under the domination of t
Wall Street, from whose control they had mana
the war period. . )

The Wilson Administrations fron 1913 to 1921 were a
visible political expression of an effort at emancipation from
Wall Street, vigorously attempted, and for a time successfully
carried out by American indusiralists. That js to say, with the
building up of huge fortunes as a result of the expansion of
American indusiry, to meet the demands of the war-years,
American big business became more self:-reHant, more = seli-
asserfive and more nationalist in character, and for a time
revolied successfully against the liq houses of Wall Street, whose
power in American finance was built not so much upon Ametican
production as upon the service which they to European
capital, oeekin%, to exploit the expanding agriculure, industry
ang trade of United States. The greatest achievement of
the” Wi'son -Adminisiration was undoubtedly the seﬂini up of
the Federal Reserve Bank which sought to give American business
men a finantial eervice at home, guaramieed and controlled

the American Government. l'}uust America’s entry into
the war, the big ration of business men and financiers con-
nected with Rockefeller and the Chicago Produce Trade, thought
to cultivate an American export a
American economic expansion which ex itself sometimes
in terms of decided imperialism. With the entry of America
into the war, these interests sought to build up a great mer-
cantile marine, bugit at the exxenee of, and constructed by the
State and -intended to provide American exporiers and importers
with tra umder the American rather than a foreign flag.
From 1917 to 1921, numerous corporations were founded and
efforts made to foster American trade and influence throughout
the American Confinent and the Far East. Not only {hat, but
efforts were also made to gain a financial footing within the
British- Empire primariliy in Canada, but also in South Africa
and India.

This was the inevitable coroltary of the acquisition by the
American capitalists of British holdings in American securities,
followed as it was by extensive loans, to the British Government
and the AHies. It seemed, until fast year, that America intended
fo assert herself as a t world power 1 active msiﬁoﬁ, not
only in finance, but in trade and politics, to t -Britain.
The same phenomenon of militant industrialism which expressed
itself through Licyd G and the coalition Government,
appeared also in America. failure, however, of the gigantic
promotions of the indusrtialists and 1he Frust Companies, for the
purpose of developing_export irade, and the calamitous failure
of the American Mercantile Marine, built and promoted by the

financiers of
to sliip during

United States Shipping Board, together with the added inability
of Europe to do business with America, have, in Amefica, brought
in the same tiquidation of bloated industrialism which we have
witnessed in this country. The great financial houses of Wall
Street, have once more come into their own and resumed their
sway in the world of economics. Not omly that, but the farmers
of the Middle West, unable to sell their produce in any ol
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American or European markets, have also fallen back into the
cliriches of ‘these samé bamkers. ,

- Thus, while the Republican Party came into power in
1921 with a, tremendous majority, to carry info practice this
policy of splendid isotation and strident Americanism, the logic
of events has lled President Harding td bring his party
into the service of its traditional task-masters and paymasters,
the bankers of Wall Street in_general and J. P. Morgan in
particular.

The house of Morgan has been a concern for the active

romotion of Anglo-American friendship and co-operation.
Buring the War it was a buying agent for the Brilish Govera-
ment; it sold immensé quantities of securities for the Brilish
Government which that %ovemmen( had taken over from ifs
subjects; it acted as a loan agent for all transactions, the
cumulative result of which is now seen in the stupehdous debt
of the British Government to Amearica. In every scene and on
every occasion, J. P. Morgan and Company have been the
iaithf}xl friends and close coMaborators of the British govern-
ing class. : ’

g While Americans have a very considerable influence in
Paris and have certainly been behind the electrical industry
and behind Loucheur, they are not likely for a single montent to
be in sympathy with the policy of the Fremch militarists and
petty bourgleoasie which is responsible for the occupation of
the Ruhr. They have no more use for French national assertive-
ness {han for the national assertiveness of any other foreign
imperialism. In faet, it is doubtfi! whether Morgan and Com-
pany favour imperialism at all. They are essentially thenﬁenls
of t{le international bond-holding interests that are a force likely
to favour the regime of the League of Nations which, there
is reason {o believe, has its aclive though secret aid at every
turn. They also, like Bonar Law, desire tranquility. Tranquility,
is, of course, just what merchant bankers and bond holders waat.

While it would seerh at first gight that the Americans have
driven a hard bargain with the British Government in the
malter of the funding of the debt, it is now evident that the
British have not done so badly. The Americans have quietly
dropped the Shipping Subsidy Bill, which was causing inlense
anxtety to Britisﬁpshlpowners and whbich, had it been proceeded
with, would without question have resulted in the bankruptcy
of British shipping or, at an ‘early date, war between this country
and America.

This abandonment of State guarantce for the American
shipping industry means, iu effect, the actual abandonment of the
attempt to build up a great American mercantile marine, for it is
quite realized that without such governmental assistance it is im-
possible for the United States ship-owners to hold their own
against the more firmly egtablished and infinitely more experien-
ced British ship-owners. Here again we see the influence of this
Ereat house which, while controlling the International Mercantile

ompany and its great subsidiary lines, the White Star, the Red
Star and others, sails them under the Union Jack as British ships.

On top of all this, we have the proposal on the part of the
American President, that America, while not entering the League
of Nations, shall appoint its judges upon the International Court
established in the League.

This coming fogether of {he American and the British
financial oligarchy and the harmonious relations being established
between the respective executive committees, are phenomena which
deserve our most earnest attention. What is coming into existence
is an alliance of bondholders, and alliance of creditors and an
alliance of international owners of abstract property. The Ame-
rican Government and the British government will come together
as agents of the mortgage-holders of the Continent. They both
desire and will see that they get, iranquillity, however drastic the
measures of repression which may be necessary. Together, they
will guarantee the supremacy of the League of Nations, togcether
they will formulate a code of laws to govern the hopeless illions
who, for the next eighty to a hundred years, shall have one duty,
and one duty only—to toil ceaselessly 1o pay off a debt incurred
in order to make the world “ safe for democracy ”.

FASCISM
Fight Fascism!

To the wofkers of all counities!

A new Horthy Hungary .has arisen in ltaly. From day
to day and from week to week the murderous ferrorism of
Mussolini’s government continues {o increase, to follow its aim
of completely enslaving the proletariat. The most unheard of
deeds of horror are committed daily at the behest of the Itakian
government. r .

In its own interests, the international proletariat cannof.

look quietly on while the Itakian dabor movement is be
annihilated. A suggestion made by the I1V. Congrss of %
Communist International has therefore led to the i%ormati‘on of
a Provisional Commiittee, under the chairmanship of comrade Clara
Zetkin, for the purpose of carrying on the fight against Fascism
an international basis, and aiding the victims of Fascism.

The committee appeals to the international proletariat to
organize defensive action against the Fascist regime of murder,
and relief action for the victims among the brave lialian working
class. It will be the task of all proletarian organizations,

regardless of political tendency, to fulfil this international duty
as a point of honor.

The provisional commitiee, at the same (ine, appeals
lo the executives of the Londen and Vienna Infernationals, as
well as to the executive ol the Amsterdam trade union inter-
national and the international organization of syndicalists, to
ljm' the Communist International, xlive Red International of Labor

uions, and the Communist Youth International, in formin
the final committee for combatting Fascism. Workers of a
countries. demand of your organizations that they take part in the
proceedings of the undersigned provisional committee.

Special national committees will conduct the work, in every
country, of collecting in aid of the Italian labor organizations.
Working men and women, show your international solidarily!
Think of Horthy Hungary! Here the most bestial Terror raged,
and the international proletariat failed to step in and prevent
it. You must make sure that {te Italian proletarial dees not share
the fate of the Hungarian. The brutal subjugation of the Italian
proletariat would be inevitably followed hy an enermous increase
of Fascist reaction in every couniry. You are threalened, one
and a'l, by the Fascist outlook of your bourgeoisie. Therclore
up and fight against Fascism, by propaganda, by international
collections, and by political defensive action.

The Provisional Infernational Committee for Combatting Fascism.

Clara Zethin, (Chairman).

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

Proletarian Forces in the United
States

By Israel Amfier.

In our analysis of the political forces in the Umited States,
we did not lay any slress on the political L‘,uwcr of the working
class. Thig is due to the fact that the working-class of America
18 not an organized power, either economically or polititally.
This does not mean that the workers do not exer{ any influence

,what ever. On the contrary, in many sections they are a factor
to be reckoned with. But the American worker 1s poszessed of
litHe class consciousness, and is swayed by emotion of a light

nature. ‘The Labor Movement, hoth politically and ecconomically,
in America is stil in the making.

The backwardness of the American working-class is most
evident iu the frivolity with which an American worker casts hig
vote on election dav, looks at the paper the next day for the
results, rejoices if “his” party has won and swears if it has lost.
And whether it has won or fost, he forgets the whole procedure
till a new clection day comes round and warns him that he must
vole again.

Ir 1016, the American workers voted overwhelmingly for
Wilson, being assured that the good man would “keep us out af
war”. He spoke so s.ncerely and so frankly, man to man, that
the Anierican worker believed him.  And within two or three
months, the same president was talking of war. A.revolution{st
understands what caused the change. Ie understands that
capital cou'd best use an “anti-imperialist” lo lead the way into
the imperialist crusade! But the workers did not see—and easily
succombed to the sublile propaganda that filled the press at the
expense of the Allies and of the pro-Ally confederajes in the
United States.

So after voting against war, the American worker went
into war. He was ready to make the “most supreme” sacrifice.
He was ready to shoot down any one who still retained a spark
of reason. hen the war was over, he was ready to work
harder than ever to aid in .the reconstruction of the world. When
in 1919, the steel workers went on strike against the inhumaa.
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“gonditions that they had to work under and when the railroad
workers l‘rkned strike, President Wilson, whom the American
workers had voted for, did not hesitate to send his favorite
General Leonhard Wood with United States troops to shoot
respect for capitalism into their bodies.

And when the workers, for this reasen, but more parti-
cularly because affer getting us into war,—about which we were
wildly enthusiastic, once we were m—'Wl!son insisted upon
keeping us in Europe, in the League of Nations—when for these
various reasons, the workers turned out Wilson and put in
Harding, they were confronfed with the same problem. Harding,
who promised to keep us out of Europe, allowed more than
8,000,000 jobless men and women to take care of themselves,
declaring that he would not “look with pleasure upon any un-
employment scheme that would touch the public treasury”—at
a time when he was re(ommendin%'a subsidy of $500,000,000 ior
the railroad magnates. He sent his troops against the miners
in Mingo County, West Virginia. In 1922, he sent them’ against
the miners and ftextile workers and sh But most of all
he allowed a prohibition amendment (o be ratified—and the
American worker rebelled. So in 1922, the American workers
aided the American farmer, who had his own reasons in turming
down the candidates of the Republican Party, of which Harding
is the leader. And the day affer election, the American worker
went back to his work, comvinced that he had performed a
public duty, and satisfied that he had helped to ‘“‘save” the

country.

%hese are but manifestations of the backwardness of the
American working-class.

This backwardness is due fo the influence of two elements:
the reactionary leaders of the American Federation of Labor and
ihe yellow leaders of the Socialist Party.

The American Labor movement should be one of the most
militant and revolutionary in the world. The objective condi-
tions—the developmerit of capitalism, the concentration of wealth,
the terroristic methods applied by the employing classes—all
of these factors should have produced a revolutionary working-
class standing side by side with European workers in their
struggle against capitalism. But on the contrary, the American
workers are isolated from the international movement. The
Folitical concept of Samuel Gompers, president of the American

ederation of Labor, is that the American working man and
women 18 the equal of any other cilizen. The American worker
must not degrade himself by forming a party of workers. In
politics, he is not a worker—he is a citizen, with rights ‘‘equal
1o Rockefeller's” as it is so aptly expressed. Gompers method
is to select the parly, and the candidate that offers or promises
to do most for labor, and to promote his election with the aid
of > whole AF. of L. machinery. In 1906, Gompers succeeded
in having the A.F. of L. accept his “Non-partisan policy” as
he «ailed the above-mentioned method. This policy has been
confirmed from year to year. And yet Gompers has no victories
fo score. All he can report at sessions of the Executive Coundcii
of the A ¥ ot L, is that congress is paying little respect to he
wishes of the working-class. 1 1921, the same report and the
same complaint—and yet in 1 Gompers advocated the
same policy.

In 1922, when the workers were embittered against the
administration because jt deprived them of their beer, because
of no help in unemployment, and particularly by the issuing of
the Daugherty injunction—in 1922, Gompers, who is a Democrat,
selecled anti-administration men, whose election was sure because,
of this very fact. And when election was over, he demonstrated
the merit of the A.F. of L. “non-partisan political” policy, by
the election of a large number of candidates approved by the
AF. of L. He did not gtate that the 3,000,000 organized in the
AF. of L had no inflféence among the unorganized workers.
He did not state that the farmers were indifferent to the attitude
of the A.F. of L. He did not state that, as a whole, where the
farmers had their own political organization, Gompers refused
to cooperate with them. ;

Nor did he narrate the amusing case of the election of the
Senator from Ohio. The A.F. of L. supported Senator Pomerence;
the Railroad Brotherhood, which 1s an independent labor
organization, sugeponed Simon Fess. The A.F. of L. praised
Pomerence as the friend of labor; the Railroad Brotherhood
called on the workers to vote for Fess, assailing Pomerence.
Fess was elected—which proged the greater influence and greater
eloquence of the Brotherhood speakers and press. But what
was the difference? Neither one can represent the workers.
Neither one will be responsible to the workers. The workers
have elected a capitalist to represent working-class interests,
This is the policy of the A.F. of L. and the Railroad ‘Brother-
hoods, which are among the aristocrats of American labor and
therefore very conservaﬁve. SR =

The Socialist Party has pursued an amalogous policy for
about the same den time. When the S.P. split amx from
the Socialist Labor Party on mtm of unionism, and when
in 1905 the LW.W. was org: slowly and surely, revo-
Iutionists of {he American movemefit began fo isolate themselves
from the maeses. The 1.W.W. as a politico-industrial movement,3
at least préserved a proper concept of the revolutionary move-§
ment—regarding it not as a maer of decuring votes on election §
day, but as a daily struggle of the masses against exploitation
and for the securing of power. (But we will not enter into
a discussion of the incorrecinese of their idea of the nature
of the State as later developed.) In 1912, the S.P. passed a.
resolution against sabotage in industry. This was a repudiation
of the .W.W. and a confession of cowardice. The S.P. 'ademerie
was greally in the hands of professionals, journalists, lawyers,g
dentists efc., who had no understanding o labor movement,
expect in theory. This rejection of the 1.W.W. meant the loss of
a powerful revolutionary body of men and led to the, further;
degeneration and disintegration of the S.P., which more ang
more lost contact with the labor movement. ’ i

In 1919, as a result of the enthusiasm aroused -bythe
Russian Revolution, the time a red to demand actiori. The
proletarians within the S.P. for a new orientation. They
demanded on the basis of he experiences of the Russian Reyo.
lution, that the S.P. conduct iis . not merely for]
securing votes on election day, but for a mass movement tha
one day, would have to use other means, in order to free the
working-class and place it in power.

In 1919, the steel workers and railroad workers were on
strike. The American Governimefit, the miost powerful at the
time in the world, was fully armed, and sliowed no mercy in
crushing strikes. A struggle against-that govern did ot
quite appeal to the leaders of the S.P., Hillquit, Berger, Gerber:
and their safellites. They expelled the big mase of trouble- 3
makers, and peace reigned in the S.P. . '

Thus the S.P., too, is responsible for the fact that the
American worker has not been organized as a body fo exercise
an influence 365 days of the year, to bring pressure to bear by
means of his organizations and thus count.as a factor in the
daily struggles of #he working class, from which result the
political struggles, which culminate in a final combat for the]
control of the State. mniin . ik Y

Since 1919, the S.P. has degenerated still more.. It modified
its consfitution to satisfy the scruples of the capitalist dlass. . It
took everything out of its program that smacked of reyolution.
It became “respeciable”. It no longer combatied the A.F..of L.
leaders—on the contrary, it has catered {o them. Hillquit speaks,
at the A.F. of L. convention—he has no tersors for‘conservative’
workmen. Schlesinger, former ident. of the International:
Ladies Garment Workers Union, who was supposed to be -a:
Socialist, was sent as delegate to the British Labor Congress, 4s
a reward for his malicious, violent attack on Soviet, Russial
The brothers are united in an effort to keep the- American
workers from a clear understanding of the necessity of having
a political party of their own, and of making this party a parly
of every-day action] Just as {he capitalists are organized for
activity in every phase of economic and political life. Y

All of the American labor movement does not live urider
the spell of Gompers, Hillquit and Co. In the A.F. of L. and’
especially owing o the influence of the Communists, there s
developed a sirong progressive left wing, and in the independeiit:
unions there are radical and progressive forces that recogmize’

the necessity of the workers acting in political life independen'ﬂ&‘

This has led to the idea of an Independent Labor Party, fo ¢
composed of the workers and working farmers.
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